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his thoughts as no other could have known them—the woman
who had been his wife and the mother of his children, la!
these many years.

Tolstoy, with his sensitive, altruistic soul, his keen in-
sight into the hearts of his fellowmen, his marvelous depth
of sympathy with the suffering of others, and his hard-fought
tight for the right of his convictions, must always present a
pathetic, even tragic figure to future generations; but noth-
ing with which this great soul had to contend, could by any
possibility have equaled in point of bitterness, the absolute
solitude which his life must have encountered in the environ-
ment in which he was placed. Even in his last moments he
was denied the satisfaction which all his life he had longed
fort-that of ending his days in the simplicity of a rude hut
in the woods, free from the conventionality, the ostentation,
and the tyranny of wealth and social station. And above all,
freedom from the importunities which a mistaken clergy in-
variably force upon a person of Tolstoy’s fame, in the hope
that they may make the world believe that the Church scored
in the dying hours of the great, personage. It is reported
that the widowed countess fainted when told that the Church
must deny to the dead martyr the “holy” rites of the burial
service. And to think, that with the many burdens which
the groat Tolstoy was called upon to bear, he should have
spent his life with a woman of such calibre. It has been
said that solitude is the prerogative of the great, but even
this boon was denied Leo Tolstoy, one of the greatest men of

this century. . =

George Creel, writing in the Denver Post, and comment-

ing upon the awakening of the “Plain People,” to their own

power and importance, says: “A

the “sleeping beauty” Sleeping Beauty waked to new

and the “plain People.” life—a great tree singing with the

sap of spring—Gulliver breaking

the cords of the Lilliputians,—these are only a few of the

similes, that could be employed to tell just what is happen-
ing to the Plain People at this precise minute.”

Mr. Creel cites the marked change of attitude which is
everywhere apparent, toward those public officials who really
try to make their office what the constitution claims for it.
He says:

“It used to be that any official who tried to live up to
their oath of office, was made the victim of vicious attack.
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He was called a “blatherskite,” a “demagogue” and the Pos-
sessors of Privilege solemnly assured the people that the agi-
tation was hurting the business of the community. It is
now understood that honest business is never hurt by the
exposure of dishonest business and the arrest and conviction
of thieves never blackens a community.”

* *

In an authoritative article, reporting conditions in the
cotton mills of South Carolina, Dr. Geo. L. Knapp, states
that many children employed in the
abuses oe the mills, earned thiei astonishing sum of
CHILD LABOR LAWS. $1.32 a week, working sixty hours a
week, or an average of almost nine hours

per day.

He further states that, while South Carolina has fixed
an age limit (children under twelve being debarred according
to law), the law does not work, for the very simple but ef-
fective reason, that parents will not tell the truth about
the ages of their children, being imbued with either the ne-
cessity for their trifling wages, as contribution to the family
income, or else with the conviction that parents own their
children, much as they own their horses, and other domestic
animals. As a remedy for this state of affairs, at least, in so
far as the act of evading the law, is concerned, Dr. Knapp,
suggests that the law should be changed to read “No child
weighing less than eighty pounds,” instead of, as now, “no
child under twelve years of age.” The suggestion is a good
one, but every parent knows that the ages between twelve and
eighteen, for either boys or girls, is the most trying time of
youth. Surely in this country of immense wealth, no one
should be compelled to work before the age of twenty, and
then only a matter of four hours a day. And we are optim-
istic enough to believe that we are fast approaching the con-
summation of this desirable state of affairs.

President Taft states that the next vital issue to be set-
tled in this country, is Socialism.
* *

Education is never wasted except when it serves
to make a man feel that he is “above” his fellow man.






















































