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In  Ireland , about tlnTl'ear 1760, related by M r. S-

<«» >

O thou hast power the coldest heart to warm. 
To grieve, to raise, to terrify, to charm ;
To fix the soul on God; to teach the miiul 
To know the dignity of hunn/n kind.

WARTON. I
——

SoME m en m eet with strange th in g s ;  it  is allotted to them , 

and th ey  have faith to  en cou n ter  it.

T h e  ath eists, by a fa lse  reasoning on th is  observation , a ttr i 

bute it  to  som eth in g  constitu tional in -such persons, w hich  

is the pecu liar  cause o f  strange o ccu rren ces to  them  ; and 

the atheists are partly r igh t in  this op in ion  ; bu t when th ey  

say that the Strange O ccu rrences are alw ays id ea l, d e lu sive , 

and m erely  th e strong m arked dream s o f  a d istem pered  m in d; 

their op in ion  is m uch m ore apochryph al and unreasonable, 

than'a b e lie f  in those strange th in gs w hich they  discredit.

T H E  late M r. S ---------- , was very  little  know n to the great

world ; b u t h is acquaintance was ex ten siv e  in the retired  

paths o f  a Christian life— the greatest g ifts  o f  faith am ounting
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9S Supernatural Occurrences.

to aposto lic  p ow ers, are concea led  by that unostentatious 

m odesty  that says

“ Keep me little and unknown,”

For as the k ingdom  o f  heaven com eth not with observation, 

neither are its pow ers m anifested e x c e p t  so far i s  th e y  are 

really u s e fu l; the greatest g ift  to man— the word o f  G od  \ is 

dissem inated farther than it is prized  ; and i f  m en w ill not 

rece ive  the greater g ift , the lesser m ust b e  m ore unproductive. 

H o w ev er  these are also g iven  in num ber, w e ig h t, and measure, 

and in this instancp the pow er o f  G od has been manifested, 

and the w onders o f^ b tern ity  been d isp layed  to th e e y e  of 

fa ith , as can be attested  by m any persons now  liv in g .

T h e  venerable Mr. S-----------  was at dinner w ith the captain

o f  a sh ip , in a seaport town in the south o f  Ireland ; the 

seaman kno'wing his tem perance and p ie ty , had a diabolical 

w ish to m ake him  drunk, and after repeated  efforts, finding 

it  im p ossib le  to prevail on him  to take a third g lass, he 

changed his seem ing- hosp itable p o liten ess, and endeavoured  

to succeed  b y  u sin g  all the m ost horrid oaths and im pre 

cations— “  If you  w ill not drink for m e, I w ill curse for 

y o u , ”  was his dreadful ex p ressio n , and in this m anner con 

tinued encreasing  all the blasphem ous m eans o f  coercing  

Mr. >S. to d r in k ; the latter stooped  down for a few  minutes, 

and then standing u p , said with a solem n to n e , as i f  from 

a d iv ine com m u nication , “  before m any days y o u  w ill be 

called to the bar o f  G od to account for you r present con d u ct,”

he then departed . In a few  days the sh ip  was to  sail, and

had two passengers o f  rank on board ; the story o f  a prophetic 

w arning o f  the capta in ’s death , in a p u b lic  co m p a n y , spread 

in g  through he c ity , was told  to  the passengers, and they

resolved not to  sail in  his s h ip ;  the vessel p u t to  sea in

rem arkably fine w eather, bu t she had not p roceeded  far 

from the land , w hen a sudden tem pest arose, she was cast 

ashore, few escap ed , and the blasphem ous captain perished.
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Supernatural Occurrences. 99

I draw a deeper scene, a scene that yields,
A louder trumpet, and more dreadful fields;
The world alarm’d ; both earth, and heaven o’erthrown.
And gasping Nature’s last tremendous groan.

Y O U N 6 .

A  Y O U N G  man died  in L oughb rick land , w ho lived  a very  

w ick ed  life , d isregard ing the sabbath, w hich he sp en t in 

d r in k in g , and was also a notorious b lasphem er. In the tim e  

o f  the w ake, previous to burial, as the candles burned round  

him  w here he was stretched in a shroud , the look in g-g lass  

covered  w ith a sh eet, and others hu ng round the w a l l ; 

m id n igh t cam e, the wake was not attended as is  too custom arvC 7 -/ , •

b y  drunkards and g o ssip s, regaling  w ith w h isk ey , snuff, p ip es , 

and tob acco , w hile the y o u n g  are tau gh t to laugh  aw ay the  

terrors o f  death by ob scen e p lays and ill-tim ed  m err im en t; 

th is corp se was attended by a s in g le  person to  watch the  

c a n d le s , a m ost o ffen sive sm ell rose from  the b o d y , and the  

attendant w ent out for a few  m in utes, on return ing , it  was 

p erce iv ed  w ith horror and affright, that the dead man was 

u p  resting on his elbow  ; the fam ily was ca lled , and on their  

e n te r in g , the counten ance o f  the corp se was u g ly  beyon d  

hum an p o ss ib ility , and with m any v io len t gesticu la tion s and 

distortion s o f  features, began to  utter a strain o f  unheard o f  

oath s, with a flu en cy  and orig inality  not to b e  described .

T h e  curate was sent fo r ; the y o u n g  gentlem an soon cam e;  

b u t his prayers w ere drow ned in the dreadful vo ice  o f  the  

deceased . An old presbyterian c lergym an also cam e, he ap  

proached  w ith  his b ib le , and never took his e y es  o f  it , because  

h e  was told that th e look  o f  the corp se had d isconcerted  the  

curate. H e  abjured it  by  the three H o ly  N am es o f  the T r in ity , 

u p on  w hich the corps im m ediately  sunk down in its shroud ; those  

in  the room hurried to put it in the coffin , nailed down the lid , 

and buried it  as soon as possib le. M r. S. was in the h ou se , and 

w itnessed  the w hole transaction, he said the vo ice from the  

Corpse was m ost appaling .
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100 Supernatural Occurrences.

Oh my ill changed condition, Oh rhy fate;
Did I lose heaven for this this dismal seat ?
With that with his long tail he lash'd his breast,
And h o r r i b l y  in l o o k s  s p o k e  o u t  t h e  t h e  r e s t .  c o w l e y .

MR. S---------, travelling in the South of Ireland, was be 
nighted ; he rode up to a Clergyman’s house to request a 
lodging, and was hospitably received. At supper the con 
versation turned on Supernatural appearances, in the course 
of which the clergyman informed him that the house he 
lately resided in, adjoining his present new house, was so 
unaccountably disturbed, that it lay waste. Mr. S. shewed some 
curiosity on the point, and offered to sit up in it. He went 
there with a candle and sat in one of the bed chambers, which 
was still in tolerable order; he was certain from the enquiries 
he made, and the candour of his host, that the disturbance 
could not possibly arise from any imposition; in about an hour, 
he heard coaches drive to the door; and the noise of rap 
ping and of company entering with laughter and merriment; 
heard noises as of servants preparing supper; attending the 
door and admitting the company as they arrived; in half an 
hour his door opened, and a servant in appearance, bowed 
and smiled, gave his master’s compliments and requested the 
pleasure of his company to supper. Mr. S. said he would 
not go. The servant came again and got the same answer; 
the third time he said, his master would take no excuse, as he 
sw’ore he would come up himself, and make him go by force ; 
Mr. S. then said he would go in the name" of God. He de 
scended the stairs, and when the servant opened the door, he 
saw a large company, males and females, and a tall man in 
black sat at the head ; the room was lighted with torches, 
but the light was uncommonly dull and gloomy; the black 
president called hijn, and complained of the trouble he had 
to get him down. Mr. S. without losing courage, had his 
bible in his hand; and lifting up his voice, cried aloud, O
God ! I have eaten with saints and with sinners, shall I now/ *
eat with devils and damned spirits: the spell was broke ! shrieks
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1016  recian Testimony.

were heard ! and the torch light was extinguished, leaving Mr. 
S. alone, in total darkness. He returned to take some rest 
in the clergyman’s house at daylight, and related what he had 
seen.

GRECIAN TESTIMONY

TO THE

Actual Observation of the Spiritual World.

\  FTER the subversion of the Athenian Empire, in the time 
of the judges who ruled over the Jews:

Orpheus Was celebrated as a most excellent Philosopher, and 
skilled in many mysteries, there are Poems of his, concerning 
the knowledge of a God, handed down to posterity.

Concerning God, I shall address myself to those who are 
allowed to hear, but shut the doors against all the profane. And 
do you Musseus, descendant of the light bringing moon, listen 
for I shall relate the truth, nor shall your former sentiments 
deprive you of life paying due regard therefore to* the divine 
discourse, attend to it with diligence; ascend to it the right war, 
and contemplate the only King of the world.

There is one self^created, and from him alone all things have 
derived their birth, his hand is over them all, nor can any mortal 
behold him, tho’ he sees all. He inflicts evil upon men out of 
a good intention, horrid war and calamitous grief, nor is 
there any other: But you will easily be made sensible of all
things, if you take a view of him before he descended here upon 
earth, my son I will point him out to you since I see his tracts, 
and the strong hand of the powerful God, but himself I cannot 
see for a cloud surrounds him, impenetrable by me; fourteen 
orbs stand between him and man, nor is it the power of men to 
see him who rules all things, except one only begotten sprung 
from an ancient race of the nation of the Chaldeans, for he knew 
the course of the stars, and that the sphere revolved equally it*
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102 Grecian Testimony.

a circular orbit round the earth and its centre; he rules the winds 
around the air, and the flowings of the water, and lights up th e  
brightness of the powerful fire, moreover he sits in the broad 
Heaven on a Golden Throne, and the earth lies beneath his fee t, 
he stretches out his right hand to the bounds of the ocean, an d  
the foundations of the mountains trembleln their inmost recesses, 
nor can they bear such strength. But he himself is entirely o f 
heavenly origin, and brings to pass all things upon earth , 
holding the beginning, the middle and the end of things, as 
the descendant of the water, ( i. e. Moses) has related, having 
received the divine law which contains the two fold command 
ments ; to speak otherwise would be impiety, I tremble in all 
my members, he commands over all from his exalted station. 
My son apply your mind, duly curbing your tongue, but lay 
these things up in your heart.

Oh king of heaven and hell, earth and sea, who shakes the 
strong foundations of Olympus with thunders, whom evil spirits 
dread and the host of deities fear, whom the relentless destinies 
obey. My everlasting grandsire by whose anger all things are 
shaken, who stirs up the winds and covers all things with clouds, 
cleaving the broad air with storms of fire; your place is amongst 
the stars which are moved by immutable laws, and the indefati 
gable angels stand round your bright throne, whose particular 
study it is that all the affairs of mortals may be brought to a 
happy conclusion. Your fresh spring shines forth with purple 
flowers; your winter approaches with frigid clouds, which 
formerly drunken Bacchus distributed in the autumnal season.

Come together with powerful fate, thou greatest of all the 
gods, dreadful, invincible, great, everlasting, whom eternal, im  
mortal, to be mentioned only by the Gods, the air surrounds, 
come hither opening my ear, and my clear sense of hear 
ing, survey the whole order which God in one night and 
one day thus formed.
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The C O N V E R S A T IO N S  of the C O U N T  G A B A L IS ,

One of the Rosicrusian Society,

WITH THE ABBE VILLARS, AT PARIS.

From haunted Spring and Dale 
Edged by Poplar pale.
The sportive Sylphid flies.—M il t o n .

S E C O N D  C O N V E R S A T IO N .

n p H E  Count gave me the whole night to spend in prayer, 
and the next day as soon as it was light, I received a 

note from him that he Vvould come to me at eight o’clock, 
and that if I approved of it we would go out together ifi 
his carriage. I waited; he came, and after mutual civili 
ties—Let us go, said he, to some place where our conver 
sation may be free and uninterrupted ; the Alley I believe 
will be agreeable and solitary said I. Let us go there replied 
he. We stepped into the carriage. On the way I ex 
amined my new master, I never remarked in any person 
so great a depth of satisfaction as appeared in all his man 
ners. His mind seemed more tranquil and undisturbed 
than is possible to a Sorcerer ; all his mein shewed a man 
whose conscience reproached him not with any thing black, 
and I was impatient to hear him begin the discourse ; unable 
to comprehend how a man who appeared so judicious and 
accomplished in every other thing, should have his mind 
deranged by these fancies, by which I perceived the per- 
ceding day he was deluded. He spoke divinely of Politics 
to me, and was delighted to hear that I read what Plato wrote 
on that subject. You will have use for all this some day, 
said he to me, somewhat more than you now suppose, and 
if we agree to day, it is not impossible but in' time you 
may put in practise those sage maxims. At this we entered 
the Alley ; we went into the garden, the Count condescended 
to it Îlfcfeauties, and walked straight to the labyrinth. I from
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101̂  Com a sat ions of Count Gubalis.

Seeing we were as private as lie could desire, I give 
praise, cried he, raising his eyes and arms towards heaven, 
I give praise to the Eternal Wisdom, that has been pleased 
to inspire me to conceal none of its ineffable Truths from 
you, so that you may become happy, if your heart is suitably 
disposed for the reception of these high mysteries. You 
are about to learn how to command all nature ; God alone 
will be your master, and the Sages only will be your equals. 
The supreme intelligences will glory to obey your desires. 
The infernal spirits will not presume to remain where you 
are ; your voice shall make them tremble in the pit of the 
abyss; and all the invisible people who inhabit the four 
elements will esteem themselves happy to be the ministers 
of your pleasure. I adore you, oh, mighty God, who has 
been pleased to crown man with so much honor, and to 
have re-established him sovereign monarch over all the works 
of 3'our hands. Do you feel, my son, he added, turning 
towards me, do you feel this heroic ambition which is the 
sure character of the children of Wisdom ? dare you desire 
to serve none other but God, and to rule over every thing 
that is not God. Have you yet comprehended what it is 
to be man, and are you not yet weary of being a slave, 
seeing you were created to become a sovereign ? and if 
you have these noble thoughts, as the figure of your nativity- 
does not permit me to doubt, consider deliberately if you 
have the courage and power to renounce All Things that 
could be a hindrance to your arrival at that elevation for 
which you are born ? he stopped there, and fixed his eyes 
on me, as waiting my reply, or seeking to read my heart.

As much as the beginning of his discourse gave me hopes 
we would enter on the subject, so much did his last words 
make me despair of it. The word renounce terrified me, I 
did not doubt but he would propose the renunciation of 
my baptism, or of heaven, so that not knowing how to 
to escape this dilemma, I cried renounce ! monsieur, is it 
then necessary to renounce any thing, truly, he replied, it is 
highly necessary, so much so, that the first step is by 
r ^ n u ^ i f I  do not know whether ' will submit to 
it. but T^know that wisdom will not
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to sin, no more than it will a soul occupied by falsehood 
and malice. The Sages will never admit you into their Society, 
if  you do not from the first renounce one thing which is 
incompatible with wisdom. You must, added he, in a low 
voice, stooping to my ear, you mitst renounce all carnal 
commerce with women.

I burst into a long laugh at this unexpected proposition. 
You have, Sir, cried I, you have doubted me for a very small 
matter, I expected you would propose some strange renuncia 
tion ; but since it is only to woman you object, that is obviated 
long since. I am chaste enough, thank God. Nevertheless, 
Sir, as Solomon was wiser than ever I expect to be, and seeing 
all his wisdom did not prevent his incontinence, be pleased 
to tell me by what expedient do the Sages abstain from that 
sex, and where would be the inconvenience, if in Paradise 
each Adam had his Eve ?

You ask great questions, said he, consulting in himself whe 
ther he ought to reply ; however, sjnee I find you will detach 
yourself from women without pain, I will tell you one of the 
reasons that has induced the Sages to exact this condition from 
their disciples, and you will perceive from thence the igno 
rance in which all those live, that are not of our number, when 
you will find yourself enrolled among the children of philo 
sophy, and your eyes strengthened by using the holy medicine, 
you will immediately discover that the„elements are inhabited 
by very perfect creatures, the knowledge of whom has been 
lost, by the miserable degeneracy of Adam, and their con 
nection ceased towards his wretched posterity.

This immense space that lies between the earth and the 
heavens, has much more noble inhabitants than birds and bats; 
the vast ocean has far other hosts, than that of whales or dol 
phins ; the depths of the earth is not allotted merely to 
worms ; and the element of fire, nobler than the other three, 
has not been created to remain useless and waste.

Vo l . I. Se pt . 1809.
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i 06 Conversations of Count Gabalis.

The air is filled with an innumerable multitude of people, 
whose figure is human ; rather fierce in appearance; but, in 
reality, very docile, great lovers of the sciences, subtile, 
officidus to the Sages, enemies to the stupid and ignorant; 
their wives and daughters are masculine beauties, such as the 
Amazons are painted. Mow, Sir, cried I, is it possible you 
say these goblins are married' ?

Be not in any doubt for so small a thing, replied he ; believe 
me, that what I now relate to you is solid truth. These are 
the elements of the ancient Cabala, and it remains to you to 
prove it, by your own eyes. Now receive with an obedient 
mind the light that God is pleased to send you through my 
means. Blot out from your memory all you have heard on 
these matters in the schools of ignorance ; or else, when you 
are convinced by experience, you will have the shame to 
confess that you were very obstinate in your prejudices. 
Hearken, therefore, to the end, and know that the seas and 
rivers are inhabited in the same manner as the air. The ancient 
Sages have named this sort of people Ondions or Nymphs; 
there are few males among them, but their females are in great 
abundance ; they are extremely beautiful, nor are any of the 
daughters of men to be compared with them.

The earth is crowded almost to the centre with Gnomes, 
people of small stature, guardians to the treasures of 
mines and precious stones. These are an ingenious people, 
friendly to man, and easy to be ruled ; they furnish the 
Children of Wisdom with whatever riches is necessary to 
them, and esteem the glory of being commanded, a sufficient 
price for their service. The Gnomides, their females, are 
small, but very agreeable, and their dress is very curious.

• /

As concerning the Salamanders, these glowing inhabitants 
of the region of fire, they are of use to the philosophers, 
but they seek not their company with such eagerness; their
wives and daughters are rarely seen---------’Tis no wonder, I
interrupted, and for my part I heartily excuse their appearance. 
And why so? said, the Count. Why so, monsieur? I replied,
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Digiti

w h e r e fo r e  should I upon any accou n t converse  with so u g ly  

a  b east as a salam ander, m ale or fem ale. Y ou are in error, 

h e  r ep lie d , this is the idea that ignorant painters and scu lptors  

h a v e  o f  them  ; the fem ale salam anders are ex q u is ite ly  beautifu l, 

m o r e  so  than all the o th ers, because their e lem en t is m ore  

p u r e .  I do  not en ter in to  a descrip tion  o f  them  to y o u , 

b u t  I pass su cc in ctly  in the account o f  those p e o p le , for 

th is  reason, that y o u  can see  them  all at y o u r  leisure, and 

rea d ily  to o , i f  y o u  have th e c u r io s ity ;  y o u  w ill see  their  

d r e ss , m anner o f  life , cu stom s, p o lic y , and adm irable la w s;  

y o u  w ill be charm ed with the beauty o f  their m ind m ore  

than that o f  their b o d y , bu t you  cannot avoid lam enting  

th e ir  co n d itio n , w hen th ey  will tell y o u  that their sou l is 

pnortal, and that th ey  have no eternal h op e o f  happiness  

in  th e Suprem e B e in g , w hom  th ey  k n ow , and w’hom  th ey  

re lig io u s ly  adore. T h e y  \yill te ll y o u , that b e in g  com p osed  

o f  th e purest parts o f  the e lem en t w hich th ey  inhabit, and  

n et hav in g  contrary qualities in th em , since th ey  are created  

o u t o f  bu t on e  e lem en t, th ey  d ie  not till after rrtany ages. 

B u t w hat is  this to the duration o f  etern ity  ? th ey  m ust at 

their death re-en ter into an eternal ann ih ilation . T h is  con sid e  

ration afflicts them  m u ch , and w e haye great d ifficu lty  to 

con so le  them .

O ur fathers, the p h ilosop h ers, sp ea k in g  w ith  G od face  to. 

face, bew ailed  the m isery o f  these p e o p le ;  and G o d , w hose  

tnercy is w ith out b ou n d s, revealed  to  them  th e p ossib ility  

o f a rem edy* T h e y  learned b y  h is in sp iration , that as man  

participated o f  d iv in ity  b y  the alliance that he contracted  

with G o d , in lik e  m anner the S y lp h s , G n om es, N y m p h s, 

and Salam anders p artic ip ate  o f  im m ortality  by  an alliance  

contracted w ith m an. T h u s a N y m p h e , or a Sy Iph id e, m ay  

becom e im m ortal5, and capable o f  the beatitude f<> w hich  w e  

aspire, i f  th ey  are so  fortunate as to  marry a S age , and a  

Gnome or a S y lp h  ceases to b e  mortal i f  it  esp ou ses one o f  

our daughters.

From th en ce  arose the error o f  the first a g es , o f  T ertu llian , 

Justin M artyr, L antanctius, C yprian , C lem ent o f  A lexandria ,

zed by G O O g l e
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A thenagoras, the Christian p h ilosop h er , and in general all the  

w riters o f  that tim e. T h e y  learned that these elem entary  

den ii-m en  had endeavoured  to ally them selves with our d au gh  

ters, and from that supp osed  the fall o f  angels to have pro 

ceed ed  from  noth in g  e lse  than their love for w om en. Som e  

G n om es, desirous o f  im m orta lity , had ga in ed  th e g o o d  graces  

o f  our d au ghters; b rin g in g  them  precious ston es, o f  w hich  

th ey  are the natural guardians, and these authors have b e  

lie v e d , restin g  on the book o f  E n och , m isunderstood , that 

these were the snares laid b y  the am orous a n g e ls , for  the 

chastity  o f  our w om en. In the b e g in n in g , th ese  c h ild ren  

o f  heaven engen d ered  fam ous g ia n ts, b y  th eir  great love  

tow ards th e daughters o f  m en , and th e false cabalists, 

Josep h  and P h ilo , w ho w ith  all the Jew s are ig n o ra n t, and 

after them  ev ery  author I have nam ed to  this m om en t, have 

sa id , as w ell as O r ig e n , and M acrob ius, that these were 

a n g e ls , and did not know  that th ey  w ere the S y lp h s and 

other p eo p le  o f  th e e lem en ts, w h o , under the nam e o f  

children  o f  E loh im , are d istin gu ished  from  the ch ild ren  o f  

m en.

T h e  sage A u gu stin  to o , co n cern in g  the pursu its o f  those 

w ho w ere called  fa ir ies, with the A fricans o f  his t im e , has 

thro’ m o d esty , not d ec id ed  up on  it , b u t it  is read ily  e x  

plained b y  what I tell y o u , o f  th e  great desire that all 

th ese  inhabitants o f  the e lem en ts have to en jo y  a com m erce  

w ith  m ankind , as the o n ly  m eans to  obtain  that im m or 

ta lity  o f  w hich th ey  are d estitu te .

A h ! our Sages know  the falsehood o f  im p u tin g  the fall 

o f  th e first angels to  their lo v e  towards w om an, as well 

as th e ign oran ce  o f  th ose w ho su p p o se  satan to have a 

dom in ion  over m en , and attribute to  the d ev il th ose  ad v en  

tures o f  S y lp h s , and N y m p h s, that are m et w ith in  our 

h istor ies. T h ere  was noth in g  crim inal in i t ;  it  was the 

S y lp h s  w ho sou gh t to  b ecom e im m ortal. T h e ir  in n ocen t pur 

su its , far from  scan d a liz in g  pur ph ilosop h ers, have appear 

ed  so ju s t , that w e have all reso lved  with’ one accord , to  

ren ou n ce  w om en e n tir e ly , and to  d evo te  ou rselves so lely  

m phes] and Svlp h id es im m ortal.
* *• *  1  • C lr in in a l f r o mOriginal from 
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O  G o d ! I cr ied , what is th is I bear? T o  what len g th  

e x te n d s  the d e l—  —  —  —  Y es, m y so n , interrupted th e  

C o u n t, to  th is length  ex ten d s  the d eligh ts o f  p h ilo so p h y !  

fo r  w om en , w hose fad in g  charm s pass q u ick ly  aw ay , 

and are su cceed ed  by horrible w rink les, th e S ages possess  

b ea u ties  that never w ither, and have also the g lo ry  to  

im m o rta lize  them . Y ou  m ay co n ce iv e  what lo v e ' and gra 

t itu d e  this m ust create in these in v isib le  m istresses, and  

w ith  what ardour they seek  to p lease the charitable p h i 

lo so p h er  w ho adm its them  to participate o f  his im m ortality .

A h  ! M onsieur, I ren o u n ce-------cried I , in a ton e  o f  alarm .

Y e s ,  m y  so n , h e pu rsued , w ithout g iv in g  m e tim e to  

fin ish , ren ou n ce  the unprofitable and fad in g  pleasures that 

w om en  a ffo r d ; the m ost beautifu l am ongst th em , is  a d e  

fo rm ity  in com parison to  the lo w est S y lp h id e ; no  d isgu st  

fo llow s our Sage em b races; how  m iserably ignorant w ould  

it  be to  ob ject to th is u n c lo y in g  banquet o f  p h ilosop h ic  

vo lu p tu ou sn ess?

M iserable C oun t d e G abalis! cried  I ,  in terru p tin g  hind, 

w ith  an accen t o f  ch o ler , m in g led  w ith com passion , at last, 

suffer m e to  te ll y o u , that I ren ounce this sensual p h ilo  

so p h y , that I hold  th ese  visionary notions as m on strou s;  

th at I d etest th ese  abom inable em braces, w h ich  y o u  e x  

ch an ge  with P h a n to m s; and that I trem ble for y o u , le st  

som e o f  y o u r  pretended S y lp h id es  should shortly hu rry  y o u  

in to  the reg ion s o f  the dam ned , in the m idst o f  y o u r  fan  

c ied  tran sp orts; and thus confirm  v o u r  perdition  before y o u  

can see  the m adness o f  y o u r  ch im eric  zea l, and m ake due  

p en iten ce  for so  great a crim e.

O h !------- oh !-------  h e  c r ie d , reco ilin g  three step s, and e y e  

in g  m e w ith an ind ignan t frow n , m iserable art th o u , indo 

c ile  sp ir it .------- H is  aption affrighted m e , I m ust co n fess , bu t

m uch m ore, w hen 1 perceived  h im  to  draw back  from  m e , 

and take ou t o f  his p o ck et a  p ap er w hich  I cou ld  on ly  

see o b scu re ly , at that d istan ce , to  be fu ll o f  strange charac 

ters ; h e  perused  it  a tten tiv e ly , seem ed  irritated , and m ut-

Origirval from 

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY



Digitized by

110 „ O f Prophecy and Inspiration.

tered som eth in g  in  a low  v o ic e  ; I in stan tly  su p p o sed  that 

h e  was in voca tin g  som e infernals for  m y  d estru ctio n , and 

I repented  o f  m y inconsiderate zea l. I f  I am so  h a p p y  as 

to  esca p e  this ad ven tu re, said I to  m y se lf , m ay I suffer 

th e worst that can befall m e , i f  ever  I again p ry  in to  the 

secrets o f  a Cabalist.

(T o  be continued.)

O F  P R O P H E C Y  A N D  IN S P IR A T IO N .

PR O P H E C Y  is o f  three sp ecies  or k inds. 1st. D iv in e  Pro 

p h e c y , p u rely  in sp ired , as in the O ld and N e w  Testa-. * 

m en t. 2d, H um an p r o p h ec y , such  as ev ery  man has b y  na 

tu re , in a d eg ree , from  the p lou ghm an , to  the m ost in telligent 

p o litic ia n , or p h y sio lo g ist , as in the fo llow in g  instan ces of 

R ayn a l, H oan , B arclay , P r ie stly , G old sm ith , S m ollet, &c. i 

T h is  sort is  p rec ise ly  the figure or resem blance o f  the first, ft 

is  a m iniature as lik e  as fin ite  im p erfection  can be to  infi 

n ite  p er fectio n , in an inferior a n a lo g y , m ore d istant tfian the 

lik en ess the m on k ey  tribes hold w ith resp ect to m an. It is 

on e o f  the v estig es  o f  the orig inal perfection  o f  m an , when 

h e was created in the im age o f  God., I t arises from  a judicious, 

d iscern m en t; the k n ow led ge o f  e x is t in g  ca u ses , and a right 

calcu lation  o f  their e ffects, and o f  the tim e necessary  for 

tl^eir progress, accord in g  to the law's o f  nature. It w ould  in 

som e persons afford infa llib le  co n c lu sio n s, bu t for an over 

ru lin g  P rov id en ce  that often  d isp oses the affairs o f  m en, 

contrary to  the law s o f  natural th in gs. T lje  third 

sp ecies  is a m ixed  sort, com p osed  o f  good  and e v il ,  truth and 

lie s . It is  o f  innum erable shades, as its"sources are m anifold; 

these are professedly in sp ired ,”  and as is the m an , so is  the in 

sp ira tion ; in proportion  to  his im p u r ity , se lf-w ill, pride, 

v a n ity , or in tem perate z ea l, so  are the im purities o f  h is inspi 

ration. N otw ith stand in g  som e portion  o f  p ie ty , or o f  th e  good  

seed , the abundance o f  tares adm it the insinuations o f  the 

tem p ter, or th e delusions o f  in term ediate sp irits o f  infinite
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s h a d e s  rem ote from  th e truth , and the se lf  d ece iv ed  proph et  

i s  o ften  g iv en  u p  b y  d iv in e  ju d g m e n t to  the pu n ishm ent 

a n d  hum iliation  arising from  his ow n ob stin a cy , th at h is  

s o u l  m ay be saved : h en ce  the fa lse p rop h ets o f  S cr ip tu re , 

a n d  o f  m odern tim es, and also m any cases w here the resu lt  

i s  le s s  p en a l, h av in g  a  greater m ixture o f  truth. A  fourth  

c la s s  m igh t b e a d d ed , com p reh en d in g  the com m entators  

o n  S cr ip tu re  P rop h ecy  ; but these are on ly  readers o f  the 

w o r d  o f  p ro p h ecy  in  ob ed ien ce  to the d iv in e  com m an d , (R e v . 

la s t  ch a p .) Som e o f  them  profess to com m ent from  reason ; 

o th ers  from  the com m on , un iversal lig h t or in sp iration , that i s '  

g ra n ted  to ev ery  man that com es into the w orld , (S t. J o h n ’s 

G o s p e l.)  and others co n ce iv e  that th ey  are ex p ress ly  e n lig h t 

e n e d  to  instruct others in the m eaning o f  Scrip ture pro  

p h e c y .  N o n e  o f  th ese in the fourth  class are the ob jects o f  

th e  present rem arks, bu t w ill o c c u p y  a p lace in  a fu tu re  

com m u n ica tio n ; for S crip tu re p ro p h ecy  can on ly  b e  p u rely  

understood  b y  a sp irit in  union w ith  the S p irit that inspired' 

i t ; bu t there are various person s, w ho look  for lig h t on the  

s u b je c t; and m ere reason is  also a m iniature or inferior a n a logy , 

u sefu l in tracin g  the ex tern a l sense and fu lfilm en t, in  w hich  

i t  errs Jess o b v io u sly , than th e th ird  class. v

IN S T A N C E S  O F  P O L I T I C A L  P R O P H E C Y .

A B B E  R A Y N A L ’S P R E D IC T IO N

OF TH tf

N A T U R E  OF T H E  F R E N C H  R E V O L U T I O N .

T H E  fo llow in g  ex tra ct from  the w orks o f  A bb e R ayn al, 

as being tru ly  p ro p h etic  o f  the present state o f  F rance, is 

well worthy the perusal o f  our rea d ers:

. .  „  Original from
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11 Let us, however, take care not to confound the resistance 
"which the English colonies ought to make to their mother 
country, with the fury of a people excited to revolt against 
their sovereign by a long series of excessive oppressions. 
When the slaves of an arbitrary monarch have once broken 
their chain, and submitted their fate to the decision of the 
sword, they are obliged to m assacre the ty ra n t , to ex 
term in a te  the whole race , and to change the f o r m  o f  that 
governm ent under which th ey  ' have suffered f o r  m a n y  a ges .

D r. Ho a n .—This was a celebrated gentleman, who resided 
in Shropshire, during the Protectorship of Oliver Cromwell. 
He told several of his acquaintance, who were despairing 
of seeing the king restored, “  Ere long there will be an 
attempt to bring in the king to his r ig h t; but it will fall 
and come to nothing. But a short time after, his majesty 
will be restored peaceably and without bloodshed.” The 
English history is an authentic record of the truth of this 
prediction.

Bar c l a y .—This author in his Argenis, in which Henry 
IV. of France, qotemporary with queen Elizabeth, is the 
hero of the romance, makes this remarkable prophecy: 
—<e That the time shall come when France shall have no 
other boundaries than the Rhine on one side, and the Ocean 
on the other. When success shall every where attend her 
arm s; and the nations shall esteem it no hardship to be 
conquered by her.”

D r. Pr ie s t l y .— His Fast Sermon, Feb. 28th, 1794.—It is 
the opinion of this great and learned divine (and indeed 
of most others who have duly attended to the sign s o f  the 

tim es)  “  that the present disturbances in Europe are the 
beginning of those very calamitous times,” which are pre 
dicted in divers parts of the Holy Scriptures; and that 
those grievous calamities (such as the world has never yet 
experienced) are about to arise, which are immediately 
to precede Christ’s temporal kingdom here upon earth. 
“  This kingdom, however, a kingdom of truth and righ-
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teousness will not be established without the greatest convul 
s io n s , and the violent overthrow  of other kingdoms.” And 

.sp eak in g  of Haggai ii. 6th verse, he says, “  What can 
t h i s  peace be, but the future peaceful and happy state of 
t h e  world under the Messiah ? and what can be th is speaking  

o f  the nations, that is to precede it, but great convulsions 
a n d  sudden revolutions, such as we see now beginning to 
ta k e  place ?" Again, “  The anger of the nations is followed 
b y  the destruction of them that destroyed the earth,” Rev. 
x i .  17. Now how has the earth been destroyed by the men 
w ho  have destroyed it, but by desolating wars, and the 
destruction that has thereby been made of mankind ? In like 
m anner, then, may we conclude, that those destructive powers 
w i l l  them selves be destroyed , probably by one another, in 
those wars which, the Apostle James says, arise from m en's 

lu s ts , the lust of ambition and revenge. And when, my 
brethren, have we seen or heard of such anger and rage in 
nations, such violence in carrying on war, and such destruc 
tion of men as at this very time ? What has more eminently 
contributed to destroy the earth, than the antichristian and 
idolatrous establishments of Christianity, that have subsisted 
in these western parts of the world ? Many more persons 
have been destroyed by Christians, as they have called them 
selves, than by heathens. And do we not see one, and one 
of the principal, of those establishments already and com 
pletely destroyed?” He says, “  That nothing is more 
evident than that the only period that can be called the 
time o f the restitu tion  o f  a ll th in g s , or the paradisical, or 
happy state of the world, foretold by the ancient prophets, 
will follow the restoration of the Jews to their own country.- 
This, and nothing else, is the great burthen of all ancient 
prophecy. That there is nothing more clear in the whole 
compass of prophecy, than that, after the destined period 
for the dispersion and calamities of the Jews, the heaviest 
of all the divine judgments will fall upon those nations, by 
whom they shall have been oppressed ; and this will involve 
almost all the nations of the world', but more especially 

V o l .  I .  S e p t.  1S09.
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those of these western parts, which have been subject first to 
the Roman empire, and then to the See of Rome. That 
these great troubles, so frequently mentioned in the ancient 
prophecies, are now com m encing , I do own I strongly sus 
pect—and the events of the last year have contributed to 
strengthen that suspicion ; the storni, however, may still blow 
over for the present, and the greater scene of calamity be re 
served for some future time, though I  cannot th ink i t  w il l  be 

deferred  long."  Page 25, the Doctor says, fi This great 
event of the late Revolution in France, appears to me and 
many others, t̂ > be not improbably the accomplishment of 
the following part of the Revelations, chap. xi. 3.” And farther 
in the appendix, page 37, he has the following remarkable 
quotation from Dr, Hartley, p. 377. “  The downfall of the
civil and ecclesiastical powers, must both be attended with such 
public calamities as will make men serious ; and also drive them 
from the countries of Christendom into the remote parts of 
the world, particularly into the Fast and West Indies, whither 
consequently they will carry their religion, now purified from 
errors and superstitions.” I say, this rem arkable  quotation, 
because so truly expressive of Dr. Priestly’s opinion, the sin 
cerity of which we cannot question, since he has not only sent 
Iiis sons, but has now joined them, in that rem ote p a r t o f  the 

woild —North America.

D a . 'Go l d s m i t h .— T h e  proph etic  Sentim ents o f  the celebra 

ted  D r. G o ld sm ith , as exp ressed  in his C itizen  o f  th e  W orld , 

near forty  years a g o , resp ectin g  the A m erican , S w ed ish , and 

French R ev o lu tio n s, & c.
i

<£ It is in the p o litic  as in the human con stitu tion , i f  the 

lim bs grow  too large for the b o d y , their s iz e , instead o f  im 

p ro v in g , w ill d im inish th e v igou r  o f  the w hole. T h e  colonics 

(b y  w hich h e  in tended  our A m erican ones) should alw ays bear 

an e x a c t proportion  to  the m other-coun try , w hen th ey  grow 

p o w e r fu l; and b y  b eco m in g  pow erfu l, they  b ecom e inde 
pendent also . T h u s  subordination  is d estro y ed , and a country 

swallow ed up iu the e x te n t o f  its ow n dom inions. T h e  Turkish.
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empire would be more formidable, were it less extensive, were 
it not for those countries which it Can neither command, nor 
give entirely away ; which it is obliged to protect, but from 
which it has no power to exact obedience.

Sweden, though now seemingly a strenuous assertor of its 
liberties, is probably only hastening on to despotism. Their 
senators, while they pretend to vindicate the freedom of the 
people, are only establishing their own independence. The 
deluded people will, however, at last, perceive the miseries of 
a n  aristocratical government; they will perceive that the ad 
ministration of a society of men, is ever more painful than that 
of one only. They w ill f ly  from  the most oppressive of all fo rm s , 

where one single member is capable of eontrouling the whole, 
to take refuge under the throne. No people long endure an 
aristocratical government, when they can apply elsewhere for 
redress. The lower orders of people may be enslaved for a time 
by a number of tyrants, but, upon the first opportunity, they 
will ever take a refuge ip despotism or democracy,

. As the Swedes are making concealed approaches to despotism, 
the French on the other hand, are imperceptibly vindicating 
themselves into freedom. When I consider those parliaments 
(the members of which are all created by the court, the presidents 
of which can act only by immediate direction) presume even 
to mention privileges and freedom, who till of late received 
directions from the throne with implicit humility; when this is 
considered, I cannot help fancying, that the genius of freedom . 
has entered that k in g o m in  disguise. If they have but three 
xveak monarchs more successively on the throne, the mask w ill, 
be laid aside, and the country w ill certainly once more be free."

Of the Germans and Dutch he speaks as follows, and his 
opinion surely merits the most serious attention ; considering 
the great share of political sagacity, and ominous foresight he 
displayed, in those speculations which we have just detailed.

The German empire, that remnant of the majesty of ancient 
Home, appears on the eve of dissolution. The members of its
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vast body want every tie of government to unite them, 
ancl seem feebly held together, only by their respect for 
an ancient institution. The very name of country and coun 
trymen, which, in other nations makes one of the strongest 
bonds of government, has been here for some time laid 
aside: each of its inhabitants seeming more proud of being 
called from the petty state which gives them birth, than 
by the more well known title of German.

This government may be regarded in the light of a severe 
master, and a feeble opponent. The states which are no\vt 
subject to the laws of the empire, are only watching a 
proper occasion to fling off the yoke; and those which 
are become too powerful to be compelled to obedience, 
now begin to think of dictating in their turn. The strug 
gles in this state are, therefore, not in order to preserve, 
but to destroy the ancient constitution; if one succeeds, 
the government becomes despotic; if the other, several 
states will subsist, without even nominal subordination ; but, 
in-either case, the Germanic Constitution w ill be no more.

4

When I compare the figure which the Dutch make in 
Europe, with that they assume in Asia, I am struck with 
surprize. In Asia I find them the great lords of all the In 
dian seas; in Europe, the timid inhabitants of a paltry state. 
No longer the sons of freedom , but of avarice ; no longer 
assertors of their rights by courage, but by negociations; 
fawning on those who insult them, and crouching under the 
rod of every neighbouring power, without a friend (o save 
them in distress, and without virtue to save themselves; 
their government is poor, and their private wealth will serve 
but to invite some neighbouring invader.

The prediction of a writer in the Complete Magazine, 
for October, 1161, page 36S.

---------“ They (the parliaments of France) await the mo 
ment to strike the blow, that shall lay the fabric of despo 
tism in ruins! When this blow is struck, the effects of it
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will be equal to those of magic. The cottage will be put 
on a level with the palace; the peasant with the prince ; ranks 
shall be confounded, titles, distinctions, and birth, shall 
tumble into an undistinguished heap of confusion; a new 
moral creation shall strike the view of an admiring universe; 
and France, like old Rome in her first flights to empire, 
shall appear with the sceptre of universal dominion bour 
geoning in her hands. Out of universal cotifusion, order 
shall arise; the great, of nature’s creating, will assume their 
places; and the great, by title and accident, will drop despised 
into the common mass o f the people

D r. Smo l l e t .—The following prophetic passages are ex 
tracted from a letter sent by the late Dr. Smollet, -a few 
months before his death, to the Rev. Dr. * * *, of * * *, 
Northumberland, who has politely entrusted the original tA 
the Editor.

“  As the sentiments of dying men, particularly dying 
authors, have been sometimes looked upon as prophetic, 
you will be inclined, perhaps, to pay the greater regard 
to the following political speculations; and in all human 
probability, they are the last, of any kind, which you 
will ever receive from m e; for I feel the chill hand of 
death gradually stealing on me as those calamities are steal 
ing on our European states, which I foresee, but shall never 
live to experience. But I am perfectly resigned, and nearly 
wearied to death, with a life, that both in its private and 
public condition, is the sordid slave of interest, prejudice, 
and foil}7. The first troubles that are likely to ensue, will 
proceed, I think, from that overgrown and useless system 
of colonization, with which several nations (particularly 
our ownj have burthened themselves. But although the 
inhabitants of that immense and unwieldy empire of Spain, 
in South America, are sufficiently disaffected and disposed 
to revolt, they are so fast bound by the chains of despo 
tism, superstition, and indolence, that it is not probable they 
will take the lead, or attempt any thing for their eman 
cipation from the cruel yoke under which they groan.
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until either by the especial favour of heaven they shall 
become enlightened, or shall be acted upon by some con 
siderable external force ; in which case, the Empire of 
Spain, in those parts, would pass away like a shadow. O f 
all the kingdoms of Europe, 1 think our own stands in 
the greatest danger respecting our colonies, and in the least 
with regard to her affairs at home. At home you have a 
few radically discontented men, but a vast and undoubted 
majority, who are inviolably attached to the present establish 
ment. In our American colonies, we may almost say, they 
are all republicans to a man; that nothing but the tie of 
interest, and the want of power to stand alone, has hitherto 
preserved them in their allegiance to the crown of Great 
Britain, which (you may rely upon it) they w ill embrace 
the first f a i r  opportunity entirely to shake off. Nor would 
such an event, : in my idea, be at all disadvantageous to 
the parent state, or to the Colonies themselves, provided it 
were possible it could happen without loss and bloodshed; 
which, \ fear, the present stock of wisdom and moderation, 
on either side, can afford .us no certain assurance of. T q  
turn our eyes towards our West India Islands, I think the 
prospect looks still more gloomy and alarming. It has, ^ver 
excited my astonishment, that nobody, either in England or 
those islands, should entertain the least dread or forecast of 
the dangerous consequences of introducing such an immense 
multiude of African Slaves into them, or the smallest com 
punction for the enormous wickedness of the act, exagger 
ated as it is a thousand degrees, by being perpetrated by. 
men whose nation sets so high a value upon their own 
liberty, and who pretend to such an aversion from deeds of 
cruelty. If we have no apprehensions of the vengeance of 
divine justice, for the countless and horrid barbarities which 
are constantly exercised on the miserable slaves of those co 
lonics, still common sense ought to teach us, there is a 
point beyond which human affairs cannot go. That it is 
not possible that such numbers, who possess every day they 
live the power of their own freedom, will suffer such ex 
tremities for ever. That the bloat) must come at some period 
cr other, which may be this year as well as the next;
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and that when it does come, it brings with it desolation 
impossible to be withstood, and death in every shape. 
That a revolt of the slaves must happen before many years,
I will venture to predict; and if it should happen on one* 
island, to what ever European nation it belongs, the IVest 
India Isles w ill never afterwards be in a state o f safety. 
To return to our own continent, France appears to me to 
be the first probable theatre o f any material change. The 
present fashion of handling abstract questions of religiou 
and government, so eagerly adopted of late by a great 
number of people of consideration in that country, is, no 
doubt, the high road to truth and justice; but, unfortu 
nately for mankind, it must necessarily run through the 
confines of bloodshed and desolation. Amongst all the best 
informed people of that country, with whom I have had 
the opportunity of conversing, there seems to exist an en 
thusiastic passion for the discovery of moral truth, and a 
most ardent zeal for its propagation. And in this laudable frame 
of mind, seems particularly included, a commiseration for 
the sufferings of the lower classes of mankind; and a de 
sire to relieve them from the shackles in which they have 
been so long bound by religious and political frauds. If 
we consider the weakness, profligacy, and abandoned de 
bauchery of the French court; which they, whose situations 
nititle them to be the best judges, represent as a second 
Sodom; the poverty, misery, and discontent pf the lower 
classes; and the violent desire of change, glowing and 
burning in the breasts of those who are the most able, 
and indeed the only people in whose power it is to bring 
that change about; vve need not hesitate to assert, that 
some great revolution must ensue, in the course of a few 
years, in the government, religion, and manners of the 
people of that country. Indeed, from the best general 
view which 1 am able to form of the internal political state 
of the kingdom of France, I cannot bring myself to believe, 
that the present despotic system can, at any rate, continue 
more than twenty years longer. If religion has invented and 
nourished those frauds, upon whom the despotism of France

*
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was founded; and the belief of that religion is now almost 
obliterated from amongst all ranks, what is in future toO » 7
support such a government, even when the general interest 
seems loudly to demand its demolition ? That the change, 
come when it will, must be thorough, violent, and bloody, 

we may fairly prognosticate, both from the known character 
of those who are likely to have- the chief hand in the re 
formation, and from that of the common people of France, 
whom their whole history proves to be the most sanguinary, 
unprincipled, and barbarous of any populace in Europe. 
Were it possible for me to live to .witness it, I should by 
no means wonder to see the principles of republicanism 
predominant fo r  a while in France, for it is the property 
of extremes to m eet; and our abstract rights naturally lead 
to that form of government, and it is not the season to 
moderate abstraction, during the fury and concussion of 
political earthquakes.

Whenever a revolution, upon such grounds as these, shall 
happen in France, the flame of war will be universally light 
ed up throughout Europe; either from the inhabitants of 
other countries instantaneously catching the contagion, or 
from the apprehensions of their respective governments. But 
whenever the great mass of mankind shall become enlight 
ened, it will be as vain as perilous for governments to 
attempt to combat principles, which can only be effected 
with success during the reign of ignorance and superstition.
I see it, in the clearest light, that the people of France, 
Germany, and Italy, (but more especially the latter) are 
about, to become weary of the impositions of religion, and 
the galling fetters of slavery. And I behold a new order 
of people about to arise in Europe, which shall give laws 
to law-givers, discharges -to priests, and lessons to kings.
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Ea s t e r n  Pr o ph e c y .— In th e  year 1580, Dr. J . Ilsvrvc}’, a 
p h y sic ia n , o f  L yn n , in N o rfo lk , relates in his treatise an eastern  

p r o p h ec y , w hich ob v iou sly  is the sam e universally  know n  

and accred ited  in the L evant at this d a y , as appears b y  

our travellers in  those ja r ts . T h e  substance o f  the pro  

p h ec y  is , that th e second attack o f  the Christian pow er is  

to  be su ccessfu l, and that the T u rk s are to be utterly van  

qu ished  and d estroyed . I f w e advert to  th e present critical 

situation  o f  affairs, w e shall be com pelled  to assent to  the  

stron g  probability that the period  o f  the accom p lish m en t o f  

th e  p rop h ecy  is  near at hand .

I N S T A N C E S  of a P R O P H E T I C  S P I R I T .
Michael N o s t r a d a mu s .— In 1555, the fam ous astro loger, 

M ich a el N ostradam us, foretold  the French R ev o lu tio n , as w e - 

L a v e  o f  late w itnessed  it , and the su b seq u en t death o f  the k in g .

H e  is very particular as to  the fate o f  the several French c ities  

w hich  w ere to  suffer ; the im m en se num ber k illed  and prisoners, 

and the in n o cen t b lood  to be s h e d ; but it  is. rem arkable, 

lie  says, p eace is to  com e from  one side.

Hisc p rop h etic  cen tu ries w ere so m uch esteem ed  and cre  

d ited , that H en ry  II. K in g  o f  F rance, caused  him  to  com e  

to  his court at Paris, w here he rece ived  the m ost honour 

able tok en s o f  royal patronage and m u n ificen ce. T h is  

m onarch g a v e  h im , besides other very  valuab le presents, 

tw o hundred crow ns o f  g o ld . H e  then sen t him  to the  

p rin ces, his son s, at B lo is. H e received  also the m ost liberal 

bounties from  Charles IX .

Wif.l ia m Lil l y .— O ur noted cou n trym an , L illy , thus proph e 

sied o f  the French nation , 16 2 6 :— “  And it  shall com e to pass, 

when the K in g  and the p eo p le  o f  France have com m itted  an act 
of great and flagrant treachery tow ards this land , th at the  

Lord shall aven ge his faithfu l p e o p le  with v en gean ce  an  

hundred-fold . For he shall send an a n g e l o f  d issension  

^m ong the perfid ious G au ls; th ey  shall m assacre each other 

V o l. I. Sept. 1809.
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for years of years, and prey upon their own flesh. The 
K ing  shall seek an asylum he shall not find, and his deso 
late family shall beg their bread of their ancient enemies.”
It scarcely need be hinted, how plainly the first part of j 
this prediction related to the conduct of the French nation 
towards us in our quarrel with America.

An n a  T r a pn e l .—We road in the chronicles of those trouble 
some times in which Anna lived, that she was frequently visited 
by the spirit of prophecy. In the early part of the civil 
war, she foretold the event of the battle of Naseby, and that 
the King would be cut off by the sword of justice: but
that his family would reign again for a season, and then be 
totally blotted out. For this, she was cast into prison, 
where she lay for some months, uttering remarkable sayings 
and prophecies; and, as was said, subsisting for a great 
length of time without food. She predicted, that tyrannical 
power was to cease throughout the earth, when the Lord 
should again open the eyes of the blind.

Mr . Lo v e .—This pious and holy minister of God’s word, 
who suffered during the usurpation of Cromwell, predicted 
the reduction of the Pope’s power, in 1790, and that in 
1797, it should be complete. A great man is then to arise. 
The stars will wander, and the moon turn as blood, in 
1800. The whole world will tremble in 1803, with intestine 
troubles. In 1811, there will be a universal earthquake, 
after which all religious dissensions will cease, and a general 
reformation of mankind will then follow, as preparative for 
the blessed Millenium, which will shortly after, restore the 
world to purity, sanctity, tranquillity, and prosperity.

APPARITION IN HYDE PARK.

IN January, 1804, the centries at St. James’s Park 
were frequently terrified by the appearance of an apparition, 

so that several of them were successively carried to the
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Hospital dangerously ill, and two of the number ne'ver 
recovered their senses. The clearest accounts that could be 
procured, were attested on oath before a Magistrate, who 
after the strictest scrutiny was obliged to receive the follow 
ing deposition for trbth : 0

That about one o’clock a palish spectral form passed across 
the park; not always in the same track; sometimes it disap 
peared at the pond, at other times ascended over an iron 
railing, eight feet high which no mortal could climb or jump 
over: it was perceived to be a woman by the breasts and 
petticoats, but was headless; one of the regiment of Foot 
Guards swore, it could not be a deception as to the head, for 
the upper part of the Spectre was naked, and he saw her 
shoulders; this continued for a week and no fiction has been 
discovered. It was a little before this that a melancholy acci 
dent happened at Hammersmith, near London, by one per 
sonating a Ghost, a passenger was shot by another who lay in 
wait to fire at if, and was found guilty of murder ; this makes 
it more improbable that so unfortunate a trick should be 
imitated, and strengthens the supposition that the Hyde Park 
stories appear as somewhat supernatural.

P H E N O M E N O N  IN  D E L E C A R L IA .

From the Stockholm Gazette, January, 1803.

T N  the parish of Nor Koppaberger, in the province of 
Delecarlia, in Sweden, at two in the morning, the moon 

at its full was seen surrounded by a black circle, inclosed in 
another circle of blood red. From the east and west sides of 
the moon several rays escaped which were prolonged to the 
circles, where two suns appeared distinctly, the one on the 
east, the other in the west, having the colours of the rainbow, 
and emitting perpendicularly towards the horizon, rays of
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ligh t; there was a rainbow, which touched the circles round 
the moon, and on the sides of which were also two suns of 
the same form as the other, but of a paler colour, this 
phenomenon embraced nearly the whole horizon, and con 
tinued for some time.

%

This prodigy is accounted for by the natural properties 
of the air in cold climates, on the principles of reflection 
and refraction : the parelias, or mock suns, were images of 
the moon, reflected from the frozen clouds, and their posi 
tions were, by the laws of refraction, according to the den 
sity of the atmosphere from the degree of humidity and 
congelation, of various clouds in it ; thus a candle, placed 
between two mirrors is multiplied to appear many candles. 
The black and red ring round the moon and the prisma 
tic colours, are alike simply explained by catoptrics.'

AN EPITOME OF THE ANGELICAL WORLD

And its happy Inhabitants, wrote down, not out o f an im a 
ginary rational Knowledge, but by godly , essential S ig h t , 

and true Experience.

From the German Translation of Dr. Po r da g e ’s MSS. into English by 
One of the Un it a j Fr at r um, the original English MSS. being lost.

r  IfT lIS  blessed world is called the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
Kingdom of Love; it is inhabited in common by saints 

and angels. A heaven of a burning, flaming, sweet rapturous 
Are; a clear, thorough shining, chrystalline, joyful light. 
The angelic world appears encompassed by a circle bf infinity, 
having a firmament in which the angelic elements operate, in 
harmonious unison, and equal temperament, which makes a 
clear, serene, and eternal day. The angelical world is the 
metropolis of eternity, the temple of God and glorious palace 
of His .Most High Majesty, wherein He appears without
f ' O l  * o l p  - Original from „
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125Epitome of the Angelical World.

obscurity to his angels, clear and plain in his Holy Trinity, 
which they contemplate in the mirror of godly wisdom ; and 
through the love which is in them of God, they are united in 
humility and obedience to one Spirit. The angelic world is 
but one heaven, in as tnu^i as Christ and his Saints live to 
gether- with the angels; but, in regard to its variety, there 
are three heavens, answerable externally to the Trinity, and 
internally according to three degrees of glory, the first, 
second, and third heaven.

In the angelical world there is an external transparent Para 
dise, to the angelical senses, and an internal understanding 
or mental sigh t; and it is by its most spiritual nature, that it 
is every where present to the temporal world we inhabit, by 
which the communications and knowledge of it is given to 
men.

And as the time is at haud, when the second advent of our 
. Lord, will fully open the intercourse, men will be justified, 
sanctified, and glorified, even in their earthly bodies, by 
having their conversation in heaven. And here appears the 
wisdom of God, that, although heaven is every where present 
on earth, it cannot appear but by his permission.

The nature of the angelical world is to draw the mind 
into it, so far as it is prepared, by denying itself, and mortify 
ing its hellish or earthly passions. The saints, in the lowest 
heaven, may be compared to the stars, which are distinguished 
amopg themselves, as to their size and splendor ; those in the 
mid heaven, to the moon in its beauty ; and those in the 
higher heaven, or most holy place, to the sun in its full glory. 
All these mansions are dwellings of purity. In the outward 
court, or lowest heaven, there is no selfishness in the saints 
and angels ; all its inhabitants are in the life of love, peace, 
and righteousness. The saints in the second, or inward court, 
are in a more exalted glory ; those, in the most holy place, 
are absorbed still deeper in the Deity, and consequently more 
gloriously sanctified. <
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The heavens, or the angelical world, is surrounded by a 
holy and pure element, which is an agreeable, sweet, qi*iet, 
and heavenly air.

The angels see, feel, taste, sm and hear, the heavenly 
sights, substances, odours, and delightful sounds, in their in  
numerable societies in the empire of love, in which they 
dwell ; and there is no other beatitude than they may have 
outwardly in Paradise, and inwardly in God. Yet these are 
not divided, because the outward isy transparent, and discovers 
the inward through it.

The angels, though spiritual, are not without form and 
matter, with respect to themselves ; it is only with regard to 
the grossness of mortality, that they are accounted wholly 
spiritual, for they enjoy infinite and innumerable wonders 
and glories in food, entertainments, and pleasures, springing 
newly forth from eternity to eternity, in pomp and glory.

The jrovernment of the three Princes of Heaven, is executedo  '

by seven angels or servants to the Trinity. The Prince, 
according to the second Person of the Trinity, is our Saviour, 
and has the most glorious throne ; all these are in the harmony 
of the One only Wisdom: And the lowest place of his 
dominion, is a majestic glorious dwelling ; a stately\ palace, 
an excellent building ; a garden of delight, encompassed 
with the angelic principle, and enclosed in the cope of a pure 
and holy element. In the most outward court, all is light 
and eternal day ; the tree of life grows and greens in it, and 
the river of life flows through, pure as chrystal. I truly ad 
vise all lovers of the truth to come to this school, which 
the writer of this hath experienced and seen. There is no 
thing but blessedness, flowing from the influences of the 
Holy Trinity, in balmy strength, purity, and joy. There 
is no care for meat, drink, or garments ; all these things 
are ready at the desire of an angel, in a heavenly manner; and 
their variety and wonderful distinctions are of such excellent 
curiosity, that the angels and saints of the higher courts de-
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scend to look at and admire them. These wonders are so 
innumerable, and past description, that I can only endeavor 
to relate the following, as I have heard and beheld.

( T o  be continued.)

EXTRAORDINARY RELATION,
O f great Abstinence and Supernatural Experience.

When Gabriel, (no blest spirit more kind or fair,) 
Bodies, and clothes himself, with thicken’d air.
All like a comely youth, in life’s fresh bloom.
Rare workmanship, and wrought by heavenly loom! 
He took for skin, a cloud most soft and bright,
That ere the mid day sun, pierced thro’ with light; 
Upon his cheeks a lively blush he spread,
Washed from the morning beauties deepest red ;
An harmless flaming meteor, shone for hair.
And fell adown his shoulders with due care ;
He cuts a silken mantle from the skies.
Where the most lively azure, pleased the eyes;
This he with starry vapours, spangled all.
Took in their prime, e’er they grow ripe and fall;
Of a new rainbow, ere it fret or fade.
The choicest piece took out, a scarf is made;
Small streaming clouds, he does for wings display-r- 
Not virtuous lovers sighs more soft than they:
These he gilds o’er with th’ sun’s richest rays.
Caught gliding o’er pure streams, on which he plays. 
Thus drest, the joyful Gabriel posts away.
And carries with him his most glorious day.—Cowley.

D u b lin , J u ly , 2 5 ,  1809.
Mrs. W --------- , a widow, about thirty years ago was con 

fined to bed, by a general debility of her frame, and loss 
of appetite, during which she retained such health and 
spirits, as made her fasting appear very extraordinary. 
Those about her, heard her with astonishment, talk of seeing 
angels, and perceived that her abstaining from gross food, 
was, for the most part, voluntary, for several weeks together. 
She w^s now removed to the house of one who observed these 
particulars, partly through curiosity, and partly through 
charity, as she was very poor. Every means were used to
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detect imposition, and she lived on bread-tea for two 
months. A strict watch was kept over her, and she took 
no other food ; the consequence was, that her emaciation 
eucreased to an extreme; her skin was uncommonly white, 
and she was rather handsome with dark expressive eyes, 
and delicate features. She was often perceived to wave 
about .her right arm, as if taking something from an invi 
sible hand ; and, indeed, the extreme whiteness and ema 
ciation of her arm, made her not seem of mortal mold.

She preserved her faculties as cool and rational as any 
one; but that she asserted the visitations of angels, and 
other extraordinary revelations of the celestial world.

The sacrament she said was administered to her by an 
angel, whose name was Gabriel. Several were present 
when she seemed to receive it reverently, reaching out 
her hand to that which she looked at, with a devout va 
cancy of countenance. She had visions of Heaven, and ap 
peared so spiritualized, that the specific gravity of her 
body was balanced by the internal buoyancy, and before 
several witnesses she rose up in a horizontal position ; and 
frequently sat up without the aid of her arms in rising, 
which would have been impossible to, mere nature in her 
weak state.

/

Of her visions there was no proof but her assertion ; but the 
following fact was left without doubt, by the testimony 
of a lady whose religious character makes her veracity un 
questioned : that there was generally in her room, a star 
like a spark of bright fire, sometimes stationary, sometimes 
moving. She pointed it out, and two or three persons saw 
it, as a clear shining globule of light.

One morning, she sent for the lady of the house. She 
appeared to have passed the night in great horror of mind ; 
her looks were wild and despairing, instead of the sweet 
placid beauty of her countenance, which had hitherto been 
remarkable for serenity. She said, “  1 am a deceiver! all I 
have said was imagination and lies !” She was then interro 
gated in all she formerly professed, and she accounted for 
it as delusion ; or acquired from books. She left that house, 
and in a month was seen begging; in some time after she 
got into a prosperous livelihood, was married to a soldier, 
had a child, and appeared to be of a devout and reputa 
ble character to her death. , -

»
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