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STARTLING PERSONAL EXPERIENCES
The Sunflower is g rea tly  indebted 

to  th e  London (England) L igh t fo r the 
follow ing experiences, which w ere 
published in tw o issues of th a t es tim  
ab le journal, and which, we th ink , 
should be given to  all our read ers:

Two in te restin g  and valuable pai ers 
dealing  w ith  Some S trik ing  Personal 
Experiences w ere read by M rj. H . E. 
Bell and Mr. George S priggs before a 
crowded m eeting of the M embers and 
A ssociates of the  London S p iritu a lis t 
A lliance in the  Salon of the Royal 
Society of B ritish  A rtis ts , .Suffolk 
s tree t, P a ll M all, on Thursday even 
ing, N ovem ber 7th.

E X PE R IE N C E S OF MRS. H . E.
BELL.

T l i ©  K e y  t o  K n o w l e d g e .

M rs. H . E. B ell sa id : My in troduc 
tion to  S p iritua lism  occurred w hen I 
was a g ir l. A t a f r ie n d ’s house I  m et 
a m an who told me he had been to 
London to  hear a lecture given by a 
lady named Em m a H ardinge, whom he 
described as a grand insp ira tiona l 
speaker on S p iritualism , and said th a t 
whenever possible he w ent to  hear 
her. I becam e g rea tly  in terested  in 
w hat th is  m an had to  say on sp iritu a l 
m a tte rs , and never missed an opportu 
n ity  of ask ing  him  questions, w hich 
be invariab ly  answ ered in a way th a t 
enabled m e to gain  fresh  knowledge, 
knowledge which proved ex trem ely  
helpful in my study of th is  a ll-ab so rb  
ing subject.

One day, when ta lk in g  on S p iritu a l 
ism, he sa id : “ I have given you the 
key which w ill unlock a ll doors to 
knowledge if you w ill pa tien tly  learn 
how to use it, ’ ’ and although, in the 
course of l i f e ’s changes, we lost s igh t 
e f  each o ther, I never fo rgo t to  keep 
th a t treasu red  key b rig h t by constant 
use. W henever I could I employed it  
to /ga in  knowledge, fo r which 1 had an 
intense hunger. I t  is tru e  th a t a t 
tim es the knowledge was not of a nice 
nature , and w as d istinctly  u n sa tisfy  
ing, and th a t, like th e  unfo rtunate  
w ife of B luebeard, I occasionally 
dropped my key into som ething th a t 
caused it to  ta rn ish  and for a tim e le ft 
a s ta in  upon i t ;  a t  such tim es I would 
lay my precious key aside and try  to 
d igest the sw eet m orsels which I had 
found, and in th is  way I discovered'm y 
own psychical capabilities..

About fifteen years ago I was 
asked, by some invisib le com munica 
to r, to  a ttend  a seance which 1 knew 
would be held a t  a f r ie n d ’s house th a t 
evening. I had no wish to  go to the 
seance, and m entally  said so, bu t my 
unseen friend said, w ith  some pleading 
in th e  m ental tone, “ Do go, p le a se ,’’ 
and consequently I w ent. In the  c ir  
cle w ere two norm al clairvoyants, and 
one of them  rem arked, “ Mrs. Bell, 
do you know th a t  you have brought a 
gentlem an w ith  y o u ?’’ I replied, 
“ N o; w hat is he lik e ? ’’ Then followed 
a description of a m an, whom I did 
not recognize, w ith  incidents in my 
p as t life , which happened years before, 
and the nam e of th e  man who gave me 
the  key. The clairvoyan t told me th a t 
the man held a key in h is hand, and 
said th a t he gave me the  key in the 
days when I w anted to  know. W hile 
in th is  life  he promised to  come as a 
sp ir it and te ll me when he passed 
over, and I afte rw ards found, on in  
quiry, th a t my old friend had passed 
over a few months previously, and I 
feel qu ite  sure th a t he kep t h is prom  
ise a t  th is  seance, and really  did come 
to le t me know th a t  he had joined the 
g re a t m ajority .

A  C u r i o u s  E x p e r i m e n t  i n  T e l e p a t h y .

One Sunday, some years ago I, an  
nounced to  my fam ily  a t  b reak fast 
tim e th a t  I intended to  go to a seance 
th a t m orning, and, se ttlin g  w ith  my 
m aid and my daugh ter about our m id 
day m eal I s ta rted , and reached the 
seance room in good tim e. W e were 
about fourteen s it te rs . Our medium 
was an excellen t norm al and sem i 
norm al clairvoyant. W hile- he was

daugh ter concerning a necessary item  
for our m eal. A t first I  though t I 
m ust go home, as i t  was probable we 
should have a v isito r, but I fe lt  th a t 
i t  would not be fa ir  to  d istu rb  the 
circle. Then the  thought came to  me, 
why not send a m ental m essage? Of 
co u rse ! And w ith  the  though t I  drew 
my cloak around me, w ithdrew  my 
a tten tio n  from  th e  th ings th a t  w ere 
passing in m y im m ediate presence, 
and proceeded to send a definite 
thought-m essage to  my daughter. The 
m edium ’s voice reached me, b u t w ith  
out any d is tin c t sense of in te rest, un  
t i l  he addressed me, saying, “ Mrs. 
B ell, I  see som ething very curious 
w ith  you, som ething I have never seen 
befo re! May I ask, a re  you sending a 
m ental m essage to  anyone?’’ I replied, 
“ Why do you a s k ? ’’ H e said, “ I 
w ill te ll you w hat I s e e .’’ H e then 
described w hat he called “ flashes of 
b rig h t l ig h t”  proceeding from  my 
forehead, and said th a t  they w ere like 
flashes from  an e lec trica l m achine. 
They le ft my head w ith a w hite  point, 
and they seemed to  re tu rn , b u t w ith  a 
black point. Psychically  he knew 
th a t  I  was sending a m essage, 
although he had never seen a m essage 
in process of sending, and im pression- 
ally  he judged th a t the m essage had 
not reached its  intended des tina tion ; 
bu t why i t  had not become lost in 
space instead of re tu rn in g  to  me w ith  
a b lack point, he could not under 
stand. Perhaps some one here ton igh t 
has had a sim ila r experience and may 
be able to g ive us a l i t t le  en ligh ten  
m ent.

I ought to say th a t my effort a t  
though t-transference was a fa ilu re ; 
my m essage did not reach my daugh 
te r , but I m ay add th a t I have been a 
very successful experim enter in te le  
pathy  for very many years.

P h y s i c a l  P h e n o m e n a ,

I have chosen the following exper 
ience, because, although it  was one of 
th e  ea rlies t, i t  w as one of the  m ost 
s tr ik in g  and convincing th a t I have 
had, and the  phenom ena which occur 
red have never been surpassed in my 
la te r  investigations.

In the  spring of 1875 th ree  ladies 
came to  ta k e  tea  w ith  me, ana during 
our conversation one of them asked if 
1 could ta k e  them  to a seance th a t 
evening. I  said th a t  if  they w ere 
w illing  we would go up to  Mr. B u rns’ 
bookshop in Southam pton Row, Hol- 
born, and see if the re  would be one 
held there. They w ere qu ite  w illing , 
b u t when we arrived  about seven 
o ’clock we found th a t  th e re  w as no 
seance arranged  fo r th a t  evening. 
Mr. B urns suggested th a t we m ight 
w ait, as m edium s som etim es called in 
to  see if  th e re  w ere any friends desir 
ing a s ittin g , and we decided th a t we 
would stay  fo r a w hile. P resen tly  a 
ta l l  A m erican, who from his appear 
ance m igh t have been bro ther to  A bra  
ham Lincoln, and la te r two other men, 
cam e on the  sam e quest, and they 
w aited also. As the re  w ere six of us 
we asked Mr. B urns if he could send 
out to  find a medium. H e showed us 
up to the draw ing room, and w hile we 
w aited the A m erican told us many of 
his experiences, and said th a t he had 
been ab le to  g e t a beau tifu l likeness, 
through a pa in ting  medium, of a 
daughter who had passed over, although 
the re  was no likeness of her in ex is t 
ence a t  the tim e of her decease, and 
he hoped to  g e t a word from  her th a t 
n igh t.

A t la s t Mr. B urns came into the 
room accompanied by Mr. Hernfi, the 
physical medium, who, he said, was 
w illing  to  g ive us a seance. We were 
pleased th a t our w aiting  was to be re  
warded, and adjourned to  th e  back 
draw ing room, which w as used for 
seances. The folding doors w ere 
closed and draped w ith tap es try  cu r 
ta in s  on the seance room side. There 
was a dining tab le  and about a dozen 
ordinary chairs. On the  tab le there 
was a banjo, th ree  or four paper

o ther s it te rs  w ere arranged around the 
ta b le . A box of m atches was given 
to  one of the men, w ith the  request 
th a t  he would ligh t up when asked. 
The seance room door had been locked 
and th e  gas was le f t  burn ing  in 
the  fro n t room. W hen we w ere 
qu ite  ready the  gas was p u t out, and 
w hile we w ere rem ark ing  on the  in  
tense darkness we could hear the  paper 
cones being moved about and th e  
s tr in g s of the  banjo  being touched. 
Then a “ voice”  was heard and the 
speaker said th a t he thought we should 
have a good s ittin g . The “ lit tle  
p lay th in g s”  of the  seance room began 
to  touch our hands and faces and p a t 
our heads. The banjo seemed to  be 
w alking round th e  tab le , w hile the  
l i t t le  tam bourine, to  which a sm all 
lig h t was attached , jing led  its  cym  
bals near (he ceiling  and moved 
h ith e r  and th ith e r. All a t  once the re  
w as a crash on the tab le—one of my 
friends had broken the  circle. She 
said someone had pu t the banjo aga in st 
her face and she had pushed it  away. 
The gas was lighted  and the medium 
asked us to p lease no t be afra id , we 
should not be h u rt. My friend having 
promised to  be good and noc be n e r  
vous, the  gas was pu t out, and im m e 
d ia tely  the ob jects began to  move 
about again. The “ voice”  assured us 
we should be a ll righc, and said th a t 
the  operators w ere going to try  some 
th ing  else. I f e l t  th a t  my chair was 
being moved, and I said so to  th e  m e 
dium . H e grasped my hand w ith  a 
firm er g rip  and said, “ Don’t  g e t up ”  
S till my chair w as moved u n til the 
back was turned qu ite  to my le ft side 
betw een the medium  and m yself. I 
asked the  operators w hat they w ere 
doing, , and th e  “ voice”  replied  
“ L igh t u p .”  We did so, and 
discovered th a t my chair-back had 
been passed on to  my arm , although 
my hand w as firmly clasped by the 
m edium —th a t is to  say, th e  chair was 
lite ra lly  th readed upon my arm , 
through the open space a t  the b a c k -  
how it  got into th a t position I cannot 
te ll,  bu t I know th a t my hand and the 
m edium ’s had not been unclasped.

By th is  tim e the  room w as very  
close, and, indeed, i t  seemed fu ll of 
intense energy. Receiving perm ission 
to  do so, I  removed my h a t and placed 
it  on th e  tab le before me. The gas 
w as again  p u t out, and alm ost 
in stan tly  my h a t was back upon my 
head. I thanked my a tten tiv e  though 
unseen friend, but said it  was not 
com fortable. I t  was then moved 
about w ith  much vigor, and finally it 
slipped down behind me and rested  
ag a in s t the  back of the chair. Then 
one of the  paper cones w as moved up 
and down my back, p artly  lif tin g  my 
hat, b u t not as high as my head. I 
thanked the  operator and said it  would 
not hu rt. The fric tion  of the cone on 
my dress, which could be heard by all 
the  s it te rs , ceased, and the “ vo ice ,”  
speaking w ith such force th a t I could 
feel the  breath  on my face, s a id : 
“ Sorry I cannot ra ise  i t ,  silk is a non 
conductor, i t  shouldn’t  be worn a t  a 
physical seance .”  So my h a t reposed 
betw een my back and my chair. 
A gain the “ voice”  w as heard, and it 
sa id : “ S it qu ite  s t i l l . ”  The medium 
exclaim ed: “ W hat n ex t!  They are 
very boisterous to -n ig h t; th e re  is so 
much p o w er,”  and he leaned forw ard 
as though he w as being pressed over 
the  tab le  w ith  much force. The 
“ voice”  e jacu la ted : “ L igh t up, and 
good n ig h t .”  When the gas was lit 
a  strange scene presented itse lf. 
Some of the  vacant chairs had been 
piled upon the tab le, w ithout any 
sound of movement, and the  curta in  
pole had been lifted  from  its  b rackets 
and placed over the back of the m e 
d ium ’s chair, the cu rta ins lying in a 
heap on each side. We moved the 
pole to  g e t to the door, which was 
then unlocked, and we found th a t the 
gas  was burning in the fron t room as 
we had le f t i t  an hour and a half ea r 
lier. Mr. Burns, hearing us moving 
about, came up-stairs, and I asked him 
w here the step-ladder w as k ep t; he 
rep lied : “ D ow n-stairs—w h y ?”  I an- 
wered : “ Come and s e e .”  H e turned 
to the medium and rem arked : “ You

not, fo r even my hat, which had been “ A frie n d ’s garden a t  W altham stow ,”  
in a very risky  position, w as qu ite  un- he replied . W e accepted “ Jo e y ’s ”  
hu rt. I fea r, however, th a t  the  A m er- s ta tem en t bu t did not g ive him cred it 
ican friend did not g e t th e  hoped-for fo r robbing his friends. A fte r  a l i t t le  
com fort from  th e  presence of h is  m ore m usic “ Jo e y ”  said th a t  he was 
sw eet daugh ter. One of th e  o ther ready for th e  cabinet, and th e  gas was 
men told me th a t he had never been lowered, bu t not p u t ou t, and we 
p resen t a t  such a seance before, b u t he could s ti ll  see each o ther and the 
w as alw ays looked upon as a very  good flowers on the  tab le . “ Jo e y ”  control- 
con tribu to r o f the necessary m agnetic  ed the  medium and took him  into the
power in any seance.

We all received some special a t te n  
tion from  the  invisib les, b u t the  p ass 
ing of the  chair-back on to my arm  
caused much speculation as to  how it  
was done. I  only know th e re  w as no 
trac e  le f t  of the  d isin teg ra tion  on the 
cha ir or on my arm , which is perfec tly

inner room w here we a ll saw him  s it 
tin g , about tw o fee t from  th e  cu rta in , 
in a deep tran ce . Shortly  a fte rw ard s 
we saw som ething w hite  and cloudlike 
m oving backw ard and fo rw ard ; i t  
seemed to  come through the  cu rta in  
and then rec ed e ; a t  the  sam e tim e it  
increased and grew  ta lle r , and in a

sound and qu ite  useful up to  the  pres- few  m om ents we saw a ta ll man come 
en t tim e. th rough, not lif tin g , the  cu rta in .

Someone said, “ I t  is A bdullah. ”  He 
bowed. When asked if  he could speak, 

In the  m onth of May, 1876, I m et he shook his head, and w hen someone 
an old acquaintance a t  a seance who said “ Can you m ake any sound?”  he

M a t e r i a l  i z a i  i o n  S e a n c e .

to ld  me th a t  she w as try in g  to  help a 
young medium in his developm ent, but 
he was not ab le to  s it regu la rly  owing 
to  h is work. I asked fo r and obtained 
perm ission to  a tten d  one of her s it-

raised  h is hand and struck  the  door 
w ith  a c lea r sound, then  salaam ed, 
and w ith  a curious g lid ing  m ovem ent 
came to  th e  tab le , picked up a beau 
tifu l tu lip , and took i t  w ith  him to the

tings w ith him , and also to  ta k e” my cab inet, not ra is ing  th e  cu rta in , b a t 
tw o sis ters, who w ere v is itin g  London, seem ing to  m elt through i t  as before. 
We arrived  early  and had am ple tim e We could see the  cloud-like appearance 
for a thorough exam ination  of th e  tw o moving on the o ther side as though it  
rooms she occupied on the  ground floor w as being gathered  up, and p resen tly  
of a house in Bloomsbury. The fro n t “ A bdullah”  again  cam e through the
sitting-room  was used for th e  seances, 
and the fu rn itu re  consisted of a piano, 
a round tab le , a few  p lain , unstuffed 
chairs, a side-board and a  w ell-w orn 
carpet, a few  p ic tu res, and a m irro r 
over the  fireplace. The bedroom a t  
the back w as equally sparsely  fu r  
nished, and contained a bed, dress 
ing -tab le, w ash-stand, tw o chairs, 
some pegs on one side of th e  fireplace 
w ith  some sk ir ts  and dresess hanging 
from  them . The window, which looked 
out upon a sm all backyard, was draped 
w ith  an ordinary blind and short cu r 
ta in . There was a door, opening into 
the  hall, which w as locked. There

curta in  holding the  tu lip , which 
seemed to  rad ia te  a c lea r b righ tness. 
He moved up to  the tab le , and having 
placed the flower in th e  hand of our 
hostess he moved back, stood before 
th e  cu rta in , and g radua lly  m elted 
from  our presence, h is w onderful eyes 
seem ing to be the  la st to  vanish. Before 
we could more than  look a t  each o ther 
a l i t t le  b lack g ir l was seen standing 
close to the  tab le , nodding her head 
and p u ttin g  her li t t le  brown hand» 
forw ard to  be touched. We asked her 
nam e and she said “ Mimi, ”  in a 
childish voice. The face w as not as 
w ell formed as the  hands and arm s,

was about a foot of w all, betw een th is  and she wore some kind of drapery  over
door and the  door leading into the  s i t  
ting-room , and upon i t  th e re  w as a 
gas-b racket used for ligh ting  th e  hall.
The p artitio n  d ividing the two rooms 
w as an ordinary w all, and the 
com m unicating door w as a sm all one 
which opened into th e  fro n t room, and 
would lie qu ite  back close to  the w all, 
and th e  bedroom w as used fo r our 
cabinet. We draped the  door-way w ith  
a th in  piece of black linen th a t had been 
washed, and through which, if  held 
up, one could d istinguish  the  light.
W e fixed i t  up in th e  fro n t room upon 
two hooks th a t had been inserted  in 
the  door-fram e. Behind th is  curta in  
we placed an ordinary wooden chair 
fo r the  use of th e  medium. Our 
p reparations, you w ill see, w ere qu ite  firm and w arm , 
p rim itive . A bout e ig h t o ’clock two and the  wonders 
men friends cam e in, followed soon 
a fte rw ards by the  medium, Mr.
H axby, and h is b rother. A fte r our 
introductions and a l i t t le  general ta lk  
we took our seats, then the  b ro ther 
produced a sm all m usical box, about 
four inches long, which he wound up 
and placed upon the  tab le . Then 
“ Jo e y ”  controlled the medium, and,

her head, w hich she lif ted  in her 
hands, and as she le t i t  fa ll on the 
ta b le  i t  made a s lig h t noise, as though 
some sm all beads had been threaded 
on it.  “ Jo e y ”  said a fte rw ards th a t 
she loved to  have beads in her h a k  
and liked us to  adm ire them . In 
response to  a request th a t she would 
dance she moved her hands and th e  
drapery , bu t we could see th a t  th e  
power w as failing , and the l i t t le  figure 
gradually  disappeared from  our eye«. 
She did not come from  or go into the 
cab inet. “ Jo e y ”  to ld  us th a t  he and 
his friends had b u ilt her up w hile we 
w ere w atching “ A bdullah”  ge through 
the  cu rta in . We all touched her hands 
and arm s, and found th a t  they feNt 

Our seance w as over 
of i t  I shall never 

fo rge t. “ Jo e y ”  asked us no t to tu rn  
up the  gas as he was bringing the  m e 
dium into our room—and when he came 
am ong us Mr. H axby looked very 
lim p and was s ti l l  entranced. “ Jo e y ”  
said, “  Sing w hile I bring him round. ’ ’ 
In a few seconds th e  medium was hi« 
norm al se lf and w as pleased t j  hear 
th a t the seance had been a succes*.

speaking through him, claim ed to  have This young m an did not become a pub- 
m et me before a t  ano ther seance, but lie m edium , for he was one of those 
not through Mr. Haxby as medium, whom an ancien t sage has told us “ the 
which was qu ite  tru e . We asked gods lo v e ,”  and he died young. I 
“ Jo e y ”  if  he could b ring  us some was much pleased to find th a t Dr. 
flowers. He said he would try . The A lfred  R ussell W allace gave his vain- 
ligh t was lowered, not extinguished, able testim ony to the genuineness of
The m usical box floated over our 
heads. I t  had a tiny  b lue spark 
attached  to  it, which enabled us to 
trace  its  passage to  the  top of the 
piano, w here it  was le f t  to  finish its

H axby’s m edium ship during the  recen t 
law cases between Colley and M askel- 
yne.

A fte r  the seance my s is te rs  and I 
w ent into the cabinet bedroom to g e t

tune. “ Jo e y ”  asked fo r the ligh t to  T>ur outdoor garm ents, and we found 
be pu t out, and th a t we would all s i t  them  undisturbed on th e  bed. W e 
qu ite  s till, and said th a t he would go looked into the corners and under the 
for the flowers. In a short tim e the bed, bu t could not find any trace  of 
room was filled wih the  odor of sw eet the  cloud which we had w atched grow  
spring flowers, and when we w ere told into the form  of a man, ta ll and in te l- 
to lig h t up we saw, lying on the  ligen t, and afte rw ards into a smaB 
tab le, before each s it te r  a flower, brown g ir l child, also in te llig en t b a t 
fresh  and sw eet. When we picked vain . We sought for the  l i t t le  brow» 
them  they up we found th a t they w ere hands th a t had clasped ours and the* 
w et and bespattered  w ith  sand or vanished through th e  w ell-worn car-
mould as though they had been 
gathered  in the ra in . We asked 
“ Jo e y ”  why it  was, and he said,
* ‘ Whv- r1nn, f‘. vnn lrnrtw +V 4- — : ~ ~ *>

pet, bu t the re  was no trace  of then», 
and on our w alk home we cam e to  th e  
conclusion th a t N atu re  moves in a
mucfûl>ÏAna xx» .xx* -----J 1
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P U B L I S H E D  E V E R Y  S A T U R D A Y  B V  

H A M B U R G  P U B L I S H I N G  C O M P A N Y  
In c o r p o r a t e d  1905.

P r a n k  W a l k e r . -  -  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  T r e a u r e r
E l i z a  J. W a l k e r . -  -  S e c r e t a r y  

-5 3  M A I N  S T R E E T ,

MODERN SPIRITUALISM OR SPIRITISM -WHICH?
Being a Consideration of the Difficulties to be Overcome and Dangers to be faced 

by Spiritualistic Societies in General, and one in Particualar.

-  H A M B U R G .  N . Y .

\ F R A N K  W A L K E R .  E D I T O R .

E n t e r e d  a s  s e c o n d - c l a s s  m a t t e r  O c t o b e r  7 , 1 9 0 7 , 
9± t h e  p o s to f f i c e  a t  H a m b u r g ,  N .  Y . ,  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  
o r  C o n g r e s s  o f  M a r c h  3 , 1879.

y o u  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  y o u r  p a p e r  p ro m p tly ,  plea«*, 
n o tify  th is  office im m e d ia te ly  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  fau.** 
.u a y  be  lo ca ted  a n d  th e  cau se  rem o v ed , 
i^gr* W h e n  y o u  w a n t th e  a d d re s s  o n  y o u r  p a p e r  

c h a n g e d , a lw a y s  g iv e  th e  a d d re s s  to  w h ic h  i t  h a s  b een  
g o ing , as  w ell a s  th e  n ew  a d d re ss , o r  we c a n n o t  f in d  th e  
hS,me on  o u r  su b s c r ip tio n  l is t  to  m a k e  th e  c h an g e .•a r W e a re  n o t  resp o n s ib le  fo r, a n d  d o  n o t n e c essa r ily  
e n d o rse  th e  o p in io n s  ex p ressed  b y  c o rre sp o n d e n ts .

R ejected  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w il l  b e  p re se rv e d  th i r t y  
d ay s , a f te r  w h ic h  th e y  w ill be  d es tro y e d . N o m a n u  
s c r ip t  w ill  be  r e tu rn e d  u n le s s  s ta m p s  to  p re p a y  p o s t  
age a re  enclosed .

S U B S C R I P T I O N  R A T E S :
S in g le  S u b sc rip t io n , p e r  y e a r,
Si x m o n th s , - - - - - -
T h re e  m o n th s , - 
T o  a l l  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  e x cep t

M exico, -  - - 1.50
S ix  m o n th s , -  - ............................................75
T h r e e  m o u t h s . .........................................................40

W ith  five s u b s c r ip tio n s  w e w il l  in c lu d e  a  y e a r ’s s u b  
sc r ip tio n  f re e  to  th e  o n e  g e tt in g  u p  th e  c lu b .

professes to have had fifty years of 
actual d irect communication w ith our 
m ighty dead, from Buddha, Jesus, 
Swedenborg, e tc ., down to the late 
lamented Dan Leno, and so on—fifty 
years of audible, visible, and tangible 
contact w ith the angel world! W hat 

* , . . .. . . . . .  has come of it all ? The em ancipation
D e liv e re d  t o  t h e  G re e n o c k  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  in  b h e p -  of hum anity? No! A t the  present

tim e the prevalence of “ S p iritism ”  
m asquerading under the name of

herd’s Hall, Greenock, Scotland, October 27, 1907, by 
J .  A .  D U N C A N  

And published in The T w o Worlds.

I n t r o d u c to r y . human, a portion of the life of the 
Before proceeding to deliver to you Logos, and inseparate from H im ” — 

my address proper, I wish to  put

*i.no.ßr
.25

before you w hat appeals to  me as an 
adm irable statem ent of the aim and 
object of Spiritualism , as I  would th a t 
we all would practice it. I quote from 
L ight of the 26th inst. R eferring  to

Spiritualism , the degradation of the 
movement by descent to the depths of 
mercenary grovelling and the con 
sequent rise of fraud in its  midst, is 
tending to  drive from i t  those more 
sp iritua lly  evolved souls who would 
have helped to keep her fa ir  name 
clean and her influence pure and holy 
before the world. Is it, even now, 
past redem ption, doomed as a sp ir it 
ualizing influence of the tim e? L et

A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S .
H  in c h , o n e  in se r tio n , 40c; th re e  in se r tio n s , $1.00.

T  “  “ “ 75c; “ '  “ 180.
3 “  “  “  1.80; “  “  4.50.
R e a d in g  n o tices , 15c a lin e ; 20 lin e s , 10c a  l in e . Dis 

wnm .H for T im e  a n d  Space.

The Divine Self—the God w ithin—ob 
scure or m anifest as the case may be, 
then all men possess the very highest 
possibilities. To bring these to  the 
surface we m ust rely upon S p iritual 
ism alone. The more obscure the di-

the prospect offered by the “ Bhagavat vine principle may be w ithin the in- us hope not. I do not suggest th a t it 
G ita ,”  the a rtic le  runs as follow s: dividual, the purer and holier m ust be is in danger of dying num erically. Oh,

Its  aim is p rac tica l; to bring the the influence brought to bear upon no! There is sufficient in te rest in it 
asp iran t back to  the u ltim ate  unity , him  tow ards his elevation and general as a means tow ards the dem onstration 
not as a philosophical theory, but as a betterm ent. Spiritualism  consists of of the continuity of consciousness be- 
fac t of consciousness. The sum of a lt th a t purity  and holiness in the h ighest yond the grave alone to  enable it  to 

self-realization—the pass- possible degree com patible w ith the hold its own, aye

ED ITO R IAL NOTES.
Address all communications to The 

Sunflower, H am burg, N. Y. Do not 
send to Lily Dale, N. Y.

We extend an invitation to our friends 
to send us reports of spiritual m atte rs equilibrium —he has, in a sense

of indis- i ... 'o io n .o  • *of in terest in the ir localities, 
putable experiences and of our speak 
ers and workers, accounts of their work 
and m anuscripts of the ir addresses for 
publication, all of which will be g ra te  
fully received and used, if  desirable.

To all our readers who have ordered 
books we wish to say th a t we had 
hoped to  have sen t in the ir orders ere 
this, but it has been impossible to a t  
tend to it, as yet. We hope to  ge t 
caught up with our work, so tha t it can 
be done soon. So, please, le t us impose 
longer upon your already tried patience.

Some of our foreign exchanges are 
still addressed to Lily Dale, N. Y. One 
came to Hamburg a while and has since 
been sent to  Lily Dale. We tru s t th a t 
all exchanges will notice this and make 
the address The Sunflower, Hamburg, 
N. Y., U. S. A., and also th a t all Spir 
itual papers receiving th is will see th a t 
The c uniiower is on their exchange 
liSf,> fo r a  few  of the foreign and other 
journals have not been received since 
The Sunflower changed its home.

The Post Office D epartm ent has adopt 
ed a new rule regarding subscriptions 
to  newspapers and periodicals which 
enjoy the second-class mail privileges. 
I t  requires th a t subscriptions shall be 
bona-fide, and, as a te s t of tha t, sub 
scriptions shall not be in arrears a year. 
Practically, i t  means the paym ent in 
advance of all subscriptions, though a 
reasonable tim e is allowed for the pay 
m ent a f te r  the tim e is past to which 
paym ent has been made. The Sun 
flower subscriptions are due in advance 
and should be paid before the last num 
ber paid for is reached. There has 
been, however, some leniency in this 
m atter, for various good reasons, but 
all subscribers who are in arrea rs should 
make paym ent a t  the ir earliest con 
venience. There a re  a  few , possibly, 
who are in arrea rs over one year ; if so, 
it will be necessary for them  to pay 
very soon, or we will have to discon 
tinue, as the rules require affixing of 
postage stam ps on each paper over one 
year in arrears, or its discontinuance. 
Please notice your label date and re  
new, if in arrears, or your year is 
nearly passed.

religion is 
ing from the surface, transien t, per 
sonal self, the self of sensation and 
the lower mind, the “ Em pirical Ego”  
to  th e  Divine A tm an, “ the  se lf seated 
in the h eart of all th in g s .”  When 
th is  unity has been realized and the 
individual has become merged in the 
self of all, he enters on the sta te  
called N irvana—absolute peace or

sur 
mounted physical ex istence; though

spiritual development and advance 
m ent of the  life  exerting  th a t 
influence. W ill any question my 
sta tem ent, deliberately made, th a t the 
exertion of th a t influence w tih  the one 
and only object in view, th a t the up- 
liftm en t and unfoldment of humanity 
embodies in its  very substance all 
th a t is necessary for the sp iritualiza 
tion of both the helper and the helped ?

W hether either be incarnate or
dw elling in a body he no longer iden- discarnate it  m atters not. Does not 
tifies him self w ith it.  He sees the it  comprehend the injunction of the 
E ternal in the tem poral, and the M aster, and embody the fa ith  he be- 
divine unity  underlying a l l ; hence the queathed to his true  followers, the 
sense of separateness is lo st; he is no cardinal fea tu re  of which is love?— 
longer an isolated un it in the universe, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
w ith aims and in terests  d istinct from  w ith all thy heart, and with all thy 
those of his fellows, but works for the soul, and with all my mind. This is 
good of all, recognizing in i t  his own; the first and g rea t commandment, and 
he has passed the lim its of personal- the second is like unto i t :  Thou shalt
ity . Such a sta te  is not one of com 
p le te  passiv ity  or nu llity . On the 
contrary, i t  is a  condition of the high 
es t activ ity , in which consciousness, 
in te llect, and emotion are raised to 
th e ir  h ighest potency. The peace of 
the liberated arises from the complete 
balance or harmony which has been 
established between all his faculties. 
The ideal which Jesus held up to his 
followers is essentially  the same. The 
s ta te  of which he spoke as “ the k ing  
dom of heaven”  and as “ eternal l ife ”  
is really  the N irvana of the Gita. 
C hrist did not mean by “ eternal life ”  
the continuity of life a f te r  d e a th ; on 
the contrary, he alw ays spoke of i t  as 
something to be achieved now, in th is 
world. He defined it  as conscious 
union with the F ather—the Supreme 
S pirit.

The review er rem arks th a t ail th is 
is very much in line w ith th e“ h ig h est”  
principles of Spiritualism . Why 
“ h ighest” ?

The foregoing w ill enlighten you as

love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang the law 
and th e  prophets. ’ ’

Love is the foundation principle of 
the sp iritual life : “ By th is shall all 
men know th a t ye are my disciples, if  
ye have love one for ano ther.”  Does 
th is love appeal to you in all its 
deeper and w ider significance? The 
M aster could not have had in bis mind 
the  m ateria l aspect of the  term , but 
the perfect love which, consummated, 
would mean absolute harmony and 
concord between sp irit and sp irit, in  
carnate or d iscarnate; the love which 
is the first principle of progressive 
sp iritua lity  and spiritual life ; the 
affinity of soul for soul, which alone 
makes for unity  of purpose and sp ir it 
ual advancement, and which will draw 
us closer to each other in bonds of 
fellowship and brotherhood, and bring 
us nearer to our u ltim ate g^al—per 
fection, even as our F ather which is 
in heaven is perfect.

The m ainstay of Spiritualism  is
to my attitu d e  towards the goal of the th is love, which one w riter rem arks,
most sublime philosophy, science, 
religion, w hatever you may call it ,  
which ever can en ter into the 
consideration of mankind—S piritual 
ism, the knowledge of everything 
perta in ing  to  the spiritual natu re  of 
man. I t  is a science, a philosophy, 
and a religion, pu tting  forth  a ju s t 
view of m an’s duty and im m ortality. 
As sp irit is the eternal and moving 
force of the universe, so Spiritualism  
in its w idest scope em braces the whole 
realm  of nature . Spiritualism  is based 
upon well-proven facts, having tru th  
as its  guide and reason as its  closest 
friend. I t  comprehends man and the 
universe in all th e ir  varied relations— 
physical, in tellectual, moral, and 
sp iritu a l. I t  gives the best conception 
of the E ternal F a th e r and H is g rea t 
works, promotes the  h ighest sense of 
duty, stim ulates sp iritua l grow th and 
purity  of life, m aking preparation for 
the im m ortal and progressive life

Foretold Her Death.
A n in teresting  account is given in the 

A ugust Annals o f Psychical Science of which i t  proves, 
two old ladies, tw ins, who lived to the H a s  B e e n  C r i t i c i z e d .

age of ninety-three. One of them, 
vijhile actively engaged in household du- 
tfes, slipped and fell and she died within 
the hour from  the shock. C., who tells 
ihe story, was a grandchild of the other 
old lady, and when C’s m other heard 
the news of the death of her aunt, who 
llVed 150 miles away, she w ent to 
ijieak the news to C’s grandm oth 
er, who was in bed, bu t beforS 
she could speak the  old lady ex- 
exclaimed, “ Betsey is gone,”  and she 
explained her knowledge of her s is te r’s 
death by saying: “ Betsey came to me 
last evening and told me all about it. 
She slipped on the floor yesterday a f  
ternoon and th e  shock was too much for 
her frail body. She stayed the night 
w ith me and I don’t  know when I had 
so much pleasure. We talked over all 
our childhood days and then she w ent 
away, and I shall join her in a day or 
tw o .”  She passed away within two 
days.

“ can only appeal to him who loves 
the brother more than his own soul, 
and who is, therefore, w illing to give 
even of his very life  for the good of 
his b ro th e r .”  Again, listen : “ G reater 
love hath no man than th is, th a t a 
man lay down his life for his 
friends. ”

A  Q u e st io n  o f  I m p o r t .

Does Spiritualism , as represented 
by the term  “ Modern S p iritua lism ,”  
always embrace all th a t?  When it 
does not do so, then i t  is not S p iritua l 
ism, but a travesty  of i t  masquerading 
under a sacred name—to put i t  briefly, 
“ S p iritism .”  Some of you may say, 
“ Ah! you are now dealing with w hat 
m ight be called the ‘higher aspect’ of 
S p iritualism !”  H igher aspect, indeed! 
I do not ask you, but I demand of you 
th a t you banish from your thoughts 
any such qualification of the te rm ; 
there m ust be but one aspect of it, and 
th a t the very highest.

Sad to  re la te , however, there are 
many aspects of w hat is supposed to be 
the “ science, philosophy, and re lig  
ion”  of life w ithin the pale of 
“ Modern S p iritua lism ,”  ranging from 

the high w aterm ark of sp iritua lity  and the u tterm ost depths of fortune-telling  
unfoldm ent a tta inab le  by him as sp ir it and gross sensationalism  upward, to a 
incarnated upon th is  m ateria l plane of more or less half-hearted realization

of true  Spiritualism . I say, advisedly 
and w ith deliberation, half-hearted , 
because of my conviction of the tru th  
of my assertion. I f  any one of you 
cares to question the justice of my 
allegation by all means do so. F irs t 
of all, however you m ust stand by 
the argum ent “ Modern S p iritu a lis ts”  
of to-day so often level a t  the churches 
and kindred organizations—“ By the ir 
fru its  ye shall know th e m .”

A F u r th e r  Q u e ry .

W hat has “ Modern S p iritua lism ”  
as an organization done for hum anity? 
W here are the fru its?  L et us look 
these questions fa ir  in the face.

its own, aye, and to  flourish 
g reatly . B ut a la s ! num bers do not 
count. Assiduous prowling a f t° r  t e s t s ! 
m essages! form s! unbridled indulgence 
in m ateria listic , gross, and dem oraliz 
ing curiosity, such as we all have m et 
w ith, do not constitu te S p iritu a lism ; 
m ere development of “ spiritual 
g i f ts ,” —clairvoyance, clairaudience, 
and such like—will neither sp iritualize 
the medium nor induce sp iritua lity  in 
others. “ Not every one th a t saith  
unto me, Lord! Lord! shall en ter the 
kingdom of heaven!”

T h e  P r o fe s s io n  o f  M e r iiu m s h ip .

It is becoming more apparen t every 
day th a t in many quarters mediumship 
—and mediumship is a trem endously 
elastic term  nowadays—is a sort of a 
profession w ith a b righ t fu ture , a 
young industry w ith  splendid pros 
pects — “ the-harvest-is-great-and-the- 
laborers-are-few ”  sort of idea. Con 
sequently , when so-called “ sp iritual 
g if ts ”  make them selves m anifest, the 
individuals, instead of standing in 
absolute awe of the power which has 
come to them and opening out the ir 
inmost soul in thankfulness, asking 
for guidance, and humbly praying for 
the sp iritual w herew ithal to use it 
hest to the glory of the divine w ithin 
and w ithout them , and for the u p lif t 
ing and upholding of the sp iritua l 
s ta te  of th e ir  fellow  men, they take 
it  as a m arketable commodity—a per 
sonal a ttr ib u te  and an individual 
superiority—put a price on it, and 
straightw ay proceed to turn  it  into so 
much curren t coin as they possibly 
can. They debase w hat m ight o ther 
wise be th e ir  high calling in th e ir  greed 
for m ateria l and tem poral gain, in  
stead  of pressing on to  s till higher 
sp iritua l unfoldm ent and laying up for 
them selves treasu res in heaven. They 
use th e ir  God-given powers for pur 
poses of “ the earth , e a r th y ^ ’ and to 
crown the blasphemy they tu rn  to us, 
call i t  “ sp ir itu a lity ,”  and profess 
“ Spiritualism . ”

T h e  Nee<l o f  P e r fe c t  L o v e .

A “ S p iritu a lis t”  w rite r has sa id :—

of the unscrupulous, has been requis 
itioned, has insidiously crept in upon 
us, un til i t  is possible for an opponent 
to  a s s e r t :—

M a m m o n  a n il M e d iu m s h ip .

“ It is adm itted by its  own adher 
ents th a t S piritualism  is honeycombed 
w ith fraud. I t  requires, therefore, 
to  say the least, very g rea t caution 
before anyone commits him self to  a 
system or a principle which comes with 
such doubtful c reden tia ls!”

Applied to Spiritualism , th a t s ta te  
m ent I would characterize as an un- 
quEflified falsehood. Applied to “ Mod 
ern S p iritua lism ,”  as we know it, it 
may or may not be true. Mediumship 
and Mammon have go t somehow or 
other to be too much in each other’s 
company, and, as a resu lt, “ Modem 
S p iritualism ”  is p ractically  a t a 
standstill, and from th a t s ta te  i t  will 
steadily and surely sink into the mire, 
un til such tim e as th is  partnership is 
sternly and rigorously dissolved. If 
“ Modern S p iritualism ” —you will not 
ice th a t I give it  the distinguishing 
t i t le  to  avoid confusion between it and 
tru e  Spiritualism , which only proceeds 
from the unfoldm ent of the individual, 
and does not depend upon organization, 
whereas “ Modern S p iritua lism ,”  as 
now exploited, very often differs from 
churchianity only inasmuch as it is the 
rela tion  between platform  and bench, 
instead of between pu lp it and pew!—if 
“ Modern S p iritualism ”  is t> revolu 
tionize modern thought, is to prove 
itse lf  to be a panacea for all pestilen 
tia l sores of a corrupt civilization and 
priest-controlled ignorance; if, as its 
leaders boast, and we a ll pray tha t it 
w ill, i t  is to  em ancipate humanity 
from  th a t v ast and m ighty hypnotic 
s ta te  into which i t  has been cast by a 
sp iritually  ignorant and Pharisaic 
priesthood—namely, the slough of
despond falsely styled orthodoxy—if it 
is even to pave the way for th a t being 
done, i t  is alm ost tim e th a t we, the 
revolutionists, were overhauling our 
am m unition, and weeding out the bad 
and laying aside the good. We will 
exam ine the am m unition.

IA teraturf*.

L et us tu rn  for a moment to the 
represen tative journals of the move 
m ent, a f te r  com paring them wilh 
those of the Church and of the (we 
presume) very an tithesis  of th a t, the 
R ationalist movement, b6th of which 
“ Modern S p iritu a lis ts”  look askance 
upon, and in many quarters, and on 
many occasions, heap obloquy and 
abuse upon, instead of showing an 
exam ple and. in the certain ty  of 
superior knowledge from which they 
evidently derive the r ig h t to  abuse, 
helping them.

A n  A d v e r t is e m e n t .

W hat do we find? I w ill te ll you 
w hat Professor Huxley, during his 
debate w ith Dr. Wace on “ Agnosticism 
and C h ris tian ity ”  in the Nineteenth 
Century, found in 1889. He mentions 
in a footnote how a S p iritua list took 
him to task  on a certain  point and gave 
him some very sound advice through 
the columns of a S p iritu a lis t paper. 
“ J u s t so ,”  says H uxley, “ and the 
first page of th is  same journal

“ I would th a t in le tte rs  of living fire presents the following advertisement,
arrfong others of the  same kidney :— 
To W ealthy S p iritu a lis ts .—A lady me 
dium of tried  power wishes to  meet 
witti an elderly gentlem an who would 
be w illing  to  g ive her a comfortable 
home and m aintenance in exchange for 
her S p iritua lis tic  services, as her 
guides consider her health  is too deli 
cate for public s ittin g s . London pre 
ferred . Address, ‘M ary ,’ care office
of-------- w ell, a paper the name of
which is not D arkness!”  He (Hux- 

and sw eetest g race ley) asks: “ Are we going back to the 
is hum ility , the days of the Judges, when Micah set

I have been criticized on the  ground 
th a t I consider Spiritualism  to be the 
only way in which man m ay a tta in  to

existence. I take th is opportunity of 
repeating  th a t as my earnest and deep 
conviction, which has remained stead 
fa s t and unaltered through many 
modifications and changes of opinions 
from my first serious consideration of 
the  subject up till now.

S p ir itu a lis m  th e  R e g e n e r a to r .

Spiritualism , and Spiritualistn alone, 
is th a t which will bring about th a t su 
preme object of our existence, the 
regeneration of mankind from ihe 
very lowest levels. Granted tha t in 
all men there is the divine principle, 
th a t which, as Mrs. Anna Besant puts 
it, “ is w ithin us, the same power as 
shaped the universe, i t  is divine, not

I could w rite  the necessity for the 
‘ Perfect Love’ in all who would give 
them selves to  sp iritua l work (healing) 
for so many are the risks of being 
cauqht by the w iles of the vain se lf 
hood, who is the  evil one w ith in  us, 
ever ready to  claim  fo r se lf th e  good 
which alone can belong to the  sp ir it;  
th a t they who are g ifted  w ith  the 
(healing) power have no other safety 
than in being clothed w ith  the perfect 
garm ent of the selfless love, whose 
g rea tes t beauty 
for men and women 
very soul of a ll tru e  sp iritua l health . 
For though we have all powers, and 
have not th is , the one love, even the 
very mind of the  C hrist, i t  profits 
nothing from the tru ly  sp iritua l point 
of v ie w .”  When w ill we all realize 
the tru th  of those inspired words?

Consider fo r one moment, my 
friends, the Belfless love, the mind of 
the  C hrist, as so much pounds, sh il 
lings, pence per fixed quantity , doled 
out to poor s triv ing , strugg ling  souls, 
eager for ligh t, the lig h t of life . 
Comment is superfluous.

A n  U n h e a lth y  C ra v in g .

No man can serve two m a s te rs ; he 
w ill hold to  the one and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and Mam 
mon! The responsibility  rests  in a 
g rea t m easure w ith “ Modern S p irit 
u a lis ts”  individually. The im m oderate

u d  his p rivate  ephud, Teraphim and 
L ev ite?”  Of course th a t was twenty 
years ago! W hat about to-day?

C o n c e r n in g  O u r  T w o  N e w s p a p e r« .

L et us tu rn  to our representative 
journals of to-day, which we will refer 
to  as “ th is  world and the n e x t,”  and 
“ th a t one which is not darkness.” 
We find the intim ation of one single- 
eyed ph ilan th rop ist who, on receipt of 
one penny stam p, w ill enable you w 
increase your v ita lity  100 per cent. 
Another, a lady, also a single-eyed 
ph ilan thropist, w ill sw itch you on to 
th e  exchange upon w hatever plane 
your departed are situate , upon the 
silver collection basis. Further, we 
encounter “ a sp e c ia lis t,”  whose out 
standing features consist of Royal 
patronage, Royal acknowledgment, 
press notices, and one shilling. These

craving on the p a rt of the idly curious and ail o thers of the same class, ° 
and inquisitive for phenomena week not cast any reflection upon “ Modern 
a fte r  week and month a f te r  m onth— Spiritualism , ”  but they most certain J 
phenomena to sa tisfy  the morbid do show up in a very clear light t  9 

desires of th e ir  blase m en tation—has, close-fisted policy followed out y 
so to speak, created a demand which many of its devotees, which re n d e r  

m ust a t  all costs be supplied, and, necessary to p la ste r up the walls o 
I t  consequently, to  keep the supply equal the  ed ito rial sanctum w ith sU  ̂

has long years to  account for. I t  to  the demand, fraud, the  storehouse “ m a te r ia l”  to p revent the wind o
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im pecuniosity from  blowing the  ed ito r the two worlds for the passage of the 
and his m ost strenuous efforts up the  “ S p ir i tu a lis t”  consists of—
chimney of unpardonable neg lec t! We 
can q u ite  see the  ed ito r’s position 
when we wade through th is ad v e rtis  
ing slough of despond. We see in 
th e  distance a p a la tia l mansion, 
m etaphorically  speaking, and over the 
en trance are  emblazoned the  words, 
“ Broherhood of man to  m a n .’ ’ We, 
m etaphorically  speaking again, uncover 
our heads and en ter. “ Modern S p irit 
u a lis ts ”  a re  very proud o f th is , the 
headquarters of one of th e ir  most sacred 
princip les. We find th a t the w alls 
have voices, and on a ll sides we are 
confronted w ith  th e  im press of a re  
po rt subm itted  by the  trea su re r  of a 
ce rta in  fund.

A  S a d  C o m m e n t a r y .

W ritten  in gold and fram ed in 
lig h t?  N o! W ritten  in crim son and 
fram ed in dull g reen ! “ I re g re t to 
announce the  fact th a t  ow ing to  the

H o w  p u r e  i n  h e a r t  a n d  s o u n d  i n  h e a d ,
W i t h  w h a t  d i v i n e  a f f e c t i o n s  b o l d .

S h a l l  b e  t h e  m a n  w h o s e  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  h o l d  
A n  h o u r ’s  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e a d .

I n  v a i n  s h a l t  t h o u  o r  a n y  c a l l  

T h e  s p i r i t s  f r o m  t h e i r  g o l d e n  d a y ,

E x c e p t ,  l i k e  t h e m ,  t h o u ,  t o o ,  c a n s t  s a y .
M y  s p i r i t  i s  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  a l l .

In short, g e ttin g  into “ tune w ith 
the In fin ite .”  L et us conisder the 
“ b rid g e”  which is usually associated 
w ith  those to  whom “ Modern S p irit 
u a lis ts ”  look up as individuals com 
p e ten t to  judge, and qualified to prove 
or disprove sp iritu a l th ings from  a 
m a teria l standpoint, by doing which 
“ Modern S p iritu a lis ts”  belie th e ir  
vaunted knowledge of the persistence 
of consciousness a f te r  death.

A  H i t !

The “ b ridge”  of the “ scientific Mod 
em  Spiritualistic enqu ire r,”  unbiassed,

m eager response to  the  appeal fo r broad-minded, and quite open to  con- 
funds I have d istribu ted  a ll the money viction m aterially , b u t spiritually  dor-
in hand, and unless help is forthcom  
ing some of our old w orkers—those 
who have borne th e  h ea t and burden 
of th e  day—w ill be com pelled to end 
th e ir  days in the  workhouse. May I 
u rge upon a ll S p iritu a lis ts  som ething, 
no m a tte r  how sm all, to  enable me to 
relieve th e  d istress o f these old peo 
p le?  I  am convinced th a t if  S p iritu a l 
is ts  could read th e  h eart-b reak ing  ap  
peals fo r assistance which I 
received they  would show 
S p iritu a lis ts  not enly teach b u t p rac  
tice  the  p rincip les of th e  ‘brotherhood 
of m an to m a n .’ We are  compelled 
to draw  a  very reg re tta b le  inference

m ant, consists of the  following, roughly 
speaking. T ake a medium (as the 
cookery books say), tw elve yards of 36 
inch w ire netting , one clothes line, one 
bag of nails, one box of tacks, two 
sticks of sealing wax, one lump of 
moulding clay, a wooden cage, a large 
po ta to  sack in case of em ergency, six 
men as densely ignoran t o f sp iritual 
possibilities as him self, and a thick 

have stick ! Thus, my dear friends, they rely 
th a t  upon bridging the space which lies 

betw een th is sphere of tribulation  and 
th a t  beau tifu l Summerland from  which 
em anate the  radiations of love and 
hope, and th e  peace which passeth  all 
understanding, and which th e  world

Ich-
from  th e  la s t sentence, v iz ., th a t  not 
having read the appeals, S p iritu a lis ts  can neither give nor tak e  away, 
do n o t show th a t  they  p rac tice  w hat abod ! W here is th y  glory ? 
they p re a c h !

P s y c h i c  I n f a n t s .

A friend , a tru e  S p iritu a lis t, w rites  
to  m e: “ You have only to g lance over 
a ce rta in  journal week by week 
recognize th e  psychic infancy 
S p iritu a lis ts , so-called. A m ongst the 
correspondence in th e  issue of so-and- 
so, th e re  appear two le tte rs  under the 
headline, “ Shall we help  the  dis-

M o t i v e s .

A ppearances may be deceptive, men 
m ay be m isunderstood, m isjudged, and 
m isrepresented, b u t once the  m otive is 

to b rought out and fully realized, these 
of a re  impossible. My address m ay be 

considered a case in point. I t  is the 
m otive th a t  m atte rs. The m otive is 
the fundam ental principle of all action, 
and by the  motive, and by the motive

tre sse d ? ’ I f  any proofs w ere needed only, m ay the  action be judged. The
of the  ‘sp iritu a l s ta tu s ’ of ‘Modern 
S p iritu a lism ’ th a t  m akes such h query 
possible, we have it  here! Think of 
i t—‘Shall we help the d is tre ssed ?’ Of 
course one looked fo r an avalanche of

action may be futile, may be directly 
aga inst existing  custom and usage, may 
even suggest evil. Exam ine the mo 
tive ; judge it, and not the  action. An 
apparen tly  good deed may be done from

affirm ative correspondence in th e  n e x t an objectionable motive, and thereby
issue of th e  journal. B ut no, nothing 
—absolutely nothing ! B eautifu l ideals 
—alw ays! P rac tica l se lf-abnegation— 
n ev e r!”

A las! we find th a t  our p a la tia l 
m ansion is bu t p a rt of the  “ stock-in- 
t r a d e ,”  and is, I fea r, sadly d isappoint 
ing when viewed from  w ith in .

C a u s t i c ,  B u t — ?

How do we support our journals, 
which we profess to support fo r th e  
purpose of research into •the fac ts  and 
philosophies of the  psychical, occult, 
relig ious, and m ystical, and of re  
fo rm ? W hat do we find th e re?  F ree  
expression of opinion on m a tte rs  sp ir  
itua l, m utual help and encouragem ent, 
e leva ting  and educative a rtic le s  by 
spiritually -m inded  men and in te llec  
tu a l?  Very seldom ! U sually  long- 
winded society reports, aim less d is 
se rta tions on sub jects of li t t le  or no 
im port; b igo try , veiled p ries tc ra ft, 
and narrow-m inded advocacy of broad- 
m indednss; condemnation of a ll theo  
ries or suggestions or beliefs which do 
not coincide w ith  those scheduled a t 
headquarte rs; the  frequen t su b stitu  
tion- of personal opinion for reasoning. 
Did Jesus ever live? No. I think 
he did. W hy? W ell, D r. Peebles 
says so. Does it m a tte j?  No. Then 
why argue? I don’t  know. And so 
on.

“ Shall we d isgrace our Bible by 
laying i t  on your p la tfo rm ? ”  asks 
one. “ Shall we d isgrace our p la t 
form by laying your Bible upon i t ? ”  
asks another. The end shall be, in 
all p robability , th a t  before very 
long neither w ill have e ith e r B ible or 
p latform  le f t  to  disgrace, so chang- 
able is man, or th a t they w ill not be 
le f t to  disgrace th e m ! M arvellous 
te s t!  Proof of re tu rn ! S p irit iden 
tified conclusively!!! 
add, “ ex tra  sp e c ia l.” ) 
long years ! How tim e 
s u re !

be rendered doubly evil. B ut no deed 
can, to  my mind, be considered evil 
which has its  origin in a pure and good 
motive. I t  is quite perm issible fo r one 
to  criticize m anifested acts, expression 
of opinions, and m ethods of procedure 
on the p a r t of others, b u t i t  is certainly 
not w ithin my province a t  th is tim e to  
en ter into the  question of m otive, either 
in the  case of individuals or commun 
ities. All m ust do th a t  fo r them selves, 
and form  th e ir  own opinion thereon, 
bu t the  occasion dem ands th a t  I sug 
g es t th a t  th e  m otives e ither of individ 
uals or of com m unities w ith  regard  to 
“ Modern Spiritualism ”  m ust be of the 
purest, unblemished by any ta in t of ex  
pectation of rew ard  of one kind or an 
other, except the  realization of duty 
perform ed, which is its  own rew ard. 
Associated w ith  m ercenary motive, it is 
not Spiritualism , b u t Spiritism . I t  
m a tte rs  not w hat th e  effect upon others 
may be, consoling, uplifting, or degrad 
ing, if i t  is sacrificed to  a m ercenary 
motive, bought and sold, then Spiritism  
i t  surely is.

Weed Out tlie Rubbish.
“ Modern S p iritualists”  m ust p ractice 

th e  doctrines they  preach; weed out the 
rubbish, useless as well as obnoxious, 
from ’ the  w herew ithal by m eans of 
which they  are to  fulfil the ir mission. 
Adhere to  the h ighest and aspire to the 
highest, which can only be done by 
having fo r a w orking foundation the  
pu rest o f motives. O therw ise they 
m ust not be indignant o r h u rt when 
they  are  known among men by the ir 
correct designation—“ S piritists . ’ ’ My 
own candid opinion is th a t  w ithin the 
ranks of “ Modern S piritualism ”  th e re  
are com paratively few  “ S p iritua lists ,”  
■but m any “ S p iritis ts ,”  and my opinion 
does not lack company of its  kind.

W hen a m an or woman becomes a 
tru e  Spiritualist, then organization is 
not a necessity to  the  well-being of 
the individual. I t  is from  thence on- 

“ Modern S p iritu a lism ”  is supposed war(] a caae 0 f personal aspiration and

(One m igh t 
A fte r fifty  

flies, to  be

to re s t on a firm foundation w ith  re  
gard  to  its  lite ra tu re . Perhaps so; a t 
any ra te , th a t foundation is not being 
strengthened to  w ithstand  the  ex tra  
added s tra in  as years roll on. B ut we 
m ust rem em ber th a t the quality  can 
only reach the  level of the demand.

P h e n o m en a ,

The nex t round of am m unition is the

un&jldment, all from  th a t point w here 
the  tru e  Spiritualism  begins. Down 
w ard is “ S piritism .”  Spiritualism  
points upward! “ Spiritism ”  drags 
downward !

( i o o d  W o r k e r s  W a n te d ,

The wail goes up on all sides, why 
why have we not speakers and m e 
diums to-day like those we used to  have,

efforts to  p u t our beloved Cause on a 
stronger footing? The Rev. Page 
Hopps indirectly suggested some tim e 
ago th a t it w as because “ the S piritual 
ists of th is country would not p ay .”  
A nent th a t suggestion I pu t the ques 
tion to the en tire  movem ent through 
the  columns of Light.

A  C o u r t P O U H  E d i t o r .

“ I f  i t  is necessary for man to  sacri 
fice his body under certain  circum stances 
and conditions to uphold and up lift the

LiLY DALE NEWS.
Mina Seymore has gone away for a  f 

few  weeks. i
Our school opened the  20th, a f te r  \ 

four w eeks’ vacation.
Mrs. Eustavieve is visiting a t  Sin- \ 

clairville fo r a few  days.
The s tree ts  and w alks a re  so icy it is 

sp iritual s ta te  of existence, then under unsafe to  walk on them , 
spiritual law is i t  not to  m an’s spiritual 0  M axham played fo r a dance a t  Sin- 
advancem ent to  m ake such sacrifice?”  clairville F riday evening.
The editor trea ted  me with every con 
sideration, published and commented 
upon my communication in a brotherly  
(even if i t  w as a little  drastic) fashion, 
and then gently  “ screwed me off a t  the 
m e te r .”  B ut alas! I still w ait my an  
swer. In The Two W orlds a  corre 
spondence w ent on fo r some tim e, 
wherein some w onderful argum ents 
w ere unearthed. One correspondent 
had even to hark  back to Mrs. E. H. 
B ritten  fo r support, as if  a thousand E. 
H. B .’s could m ake th a t  which is an ob 
stacle and a curse, and which has no 
place from  th e  standpoint of spiritual 
evolution, a  th ing  to  be desired and en 
couraged. W hy wonder w hat is th e  
reason of the  falling off in quality  of 
“ Modern Spiritualism ?”  Does the re  
sponsibility re s t w ith the  sp irit people? 
Can we say in sincerity  and in tru th , 
“ Our God! our God! why hast Thou fo r 
saken us?”  A thousand tim es, no!! In  
trospect, my friends—look within! The 
sole rem edy lies w ith each one of us in 
dividually. More sp irituality  and less 
en tertainm ent. Choke th a t  inane gasp  
ing fo r phenom ena a t  all tim es. Cry 
out for ligh t—more light. Seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it  shall be 
opened unto you. Show the  sensation- 
m ongers—the  "description-while-you- 
w a it”  class—th a t you w ant none of 
them . You have each the rem edy in 
your own hands. Seek ye the  kingdom 
of God, and all th ings shall be added 
unto  you. In all th ings strive to  re  
alize the difference betw een psychism 
and spirituality .

C o n c l u s i o n .

I do not know w hether anyone of you 
can realize how impossible i t  is fo r me 
to  p u t into words exactly w hat I would 
like to  convey to  you. Somehow I seem 
to feel th a t  you know, th a t  we all 
know, w hat our duty  is. L e t us unite 
w ith  the  U niversal Spirit. L e t us as 
pire to  harmonize the  God w ithin w ith 
the  God w ithout. I t  is not an easy task , 
b u t how can we w ithout tr ia l and tr ib u  
lation overcome?

L et us unite in the  bond of b ro ther 
hood. L et us, as one spirit, which in 
reality  we are, lif t up our voice in one 
g re a t b u rs t of desire and longing: “ Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth , as i t  is in heaven .”  We are 
practically  a new association, a child of 
the  Over Soul!

You have asked me to  address your 
first m eeting, I can b u t earnestly , w ith 
all the  longing of my being for i t  to  be 
a  spiritual association in rea lity  and in 
tru th , p ray  th a t I have not made a vain 
appeal. Take as your m otto, always, 
and in all th in g s—

T o  T h e e  i n  w h o m  a l o n e  w e  l i v e ;
T o  T h e e  f r o m  w h o m  w e  a l l  d e r i v e

O u r  l i f e ,  o u r  g i f t s ,  o u r  p o w e r  t o  g i v e ,
W e  g i v e  T h e e  a l l .

Special Collections For the N. S. A.

I t  has been the custom to ask 
auxiliary societies of the N. S. A. to  
ta k e  a special collection for its  w orking 
fund, about o r dui-ing the  m onth of 
F ebruary  each year. There is need this 
year of an in te rest to be taken  by all 
S p iritualists in the 'finance of the  N. S. 
A. Many g re a t necessities a re  ta x in g  
th e  treasu ry . I t  is highly im portan t 
th a t  th is body shall be fully able to 
m eet the  heavy demands upon it. The 
tim e has never been more dem anding of 
close allegiance to  the N. S. A. and th e  
public cause of Spiritualism  than  now. 
E very Spiritualist should be fa ith fu l to 
the cause, in the support of home and 
national work. Your earnestness 
should now be shown as never before!

L et me appeal to  you in such a m an 
ner as to  im press you w ith th e  need to 
assist now, and thus sustain m ove 
m ents on hand th a t  shall mean alm ost 
every th ing  to you as a Spiritualist!

Take a collection a t  some m eeting 
you may hold during F ebruary , and 
urge the friends of the cause to  give 
liberally.

Special donations from  friends of the 
cause a re  solicited.

Mediums and speakers m ay possibly

Mrs. M aggie T urner, George Gens 
and A unt Polly H orton are  sick.

Mrs. Ed. Griswold is im proving under 
th e  care of Dr. Duke, of Fredonia.

The men are  preparing to harvest the 
ice, i t  being about nine inches thick.

Mr. and Mrs. D ayton and fam ily w ere 
here to  a ttend  the  funeral of Mr. Riley 
Johnson.

Mrs. May Burk has re tu rned  from  
K entucky, w here she has been spending 
a few  weeks.

Mrs. C. H. Piersons and daughter, 
Hazel, drove to  Stockton Sunday to  see 
Mrs. Mina P icke tt, who is very  ill.

Mr. and Mrs. John Raymond and Mr. 
and Mrs. Ja y  Raymond spent Sunday 
w ith Mr. and Mrs. Israe l Raymond.

Much cred it is due Editor W alker for 
th e  good Spiritual reading he furnishes 
th rough the  columns of th e  Sunflower.

Mrs. Ben Luce, who w en t to  Jam es 
tow n a short tim e ago for an operation, 
is im proving rapidly and her m any 
friends hope to  see her home soon.

Our genial and popular Dr. J .  D. 
Henderson is k ep t busy caring fo r the  
sick on the grounds and the  surround 
ing tow ns. W e a re  glad to  have so 
able a doctor among us.

Mrs. H. L. Tobien, of Cleveland, 0 .,  
a sum m er residen t of Lily Dale, has 
gone to  L ake Helen, F la ., fo r th e  re s t 
of the  w inter.

Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Flem ing, of F re  
donia, have gone to  Florida and will be 
a t  L ake Helen p a r t of the w inter. Mr. 
Flem ing is one of the  old conductors on 
the  L ake Shore Railway.

A le tte r  has been received from  Mrs. 
L. B. McDonell, of Lim estone, sis ter of 
the  la te  Mrs. Minnie M eeker, s ta tin g  
the funeral of Mrs. M eeker w as held 
Tuesday, Jan u ary  14th, a t  2 p. m.,- 
Mrs. W atson, of Jam estow n, officiating. 
She thanks the good friends of Lily 
Dale for the ir beau tifu l floral tr ib u te , 
consisting of a pillow of w hite hya 
cinths, carnations, callas and narcissus, 
in terspersed w ith  purple violets and 
bordered w ith sm ilax and asparagus 
fern , a caske t boim uet of w hite hy a  
cinths and smilax, and ano ther piece of 
callas and pink carnations.

Again we are  called upon to  record 
th e  transition  of another from  our 
m idst, and th is tim e a  fam iliar presence, 
whom all residing here, as well as th e  
sum m er visitors, will m iss—Mr. Riley 
W. Johnson, who has been our g a te  
keeper fo r m any years. Mr. Johnson 
moved here w ith his fam ily when Lily 
Dale w as y e t in its  infancy, rem aining 
here as an all-the-year resident. As 
suming th e  office of gatekeeper when 
Dr. C arter becam e too feeble to  a ttend  
to  its  duties, he has rem ained the  sam e 
ever since. W hile Mr. Johnson has 
been in poor health  fo r several months 
he has only been confined to  the  house 
for a short tim e, and passed away very 
quietly about 1 o ’clock Sunday m orning, 
Jan u ary  19, 1908. He leaves to  mourn 
his loss a wife, two daughters, Mrs. 
A ndrew s and Mrs. H a ttie  Stone, of 
Fredonia, and one son, Fay Johnson, of 
th is  place. He w as 78 years of age.

H o w  j o y f u l  i s  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  l i n g e r s  
W h e n  l o v e d  o n e s  c r o s s  d e a t h ’s  s e a  

T h a t  w h e n  o u r  l a b o r s  h e r e  a r e  e n d e d  
W i t h  t h e m  w e ’l l  e v e r  b e .

The funeral was held a t  the  house 
Tuesday morning, a f te r  which the  body 
was taken to Laona for burial. The 
Episcopalian m inister of Fredonia 
officiated.

Mrs. Eugenia Yontz, well known a t  
Lily Dale, w here she w as a visitor for 
several years, the daugh ter of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. F. Glenn, of N ew ark, O., com 
m itted  suicide in a s ta te  of despondency 
the last day of the  old year, Decem ber 
31, 1907. She took two ounces of ca r 
bolic acid. A fte r swallowing the poison 
she scream ed and ran  to  the door of 
the ir apartm en t and fell into the arm s 
of her fa th e r, who was coming up the 
sta irs, accompanied by his wife. She 
died a half-hour a f te r  tak ing  the  acid,

phenomena which consists of m anifold excepting a few? W hat a re  th e  sp irit 
evidences of im m ediate contact w ith  people doing? A re they losing in terest?  
the sp iritua l world—the  angelic  Their mission is not accomplished ! 
realm s. The bridge w hich connects W hy are they not m aking g re a te r

be inspired to  hold a special m eeting to  suffering g re a t agony. She left a note 
assist the  national work, which is th e ir  s ta tin g  her reasons for so doing. A t 
own for protection and streng th . I the  funeral H. E. Boerstlein, of Colum- 
will anticipate the  good-will of all to be bus, O., officiated. This account should 
m anifest by liberal donations. have appeared in an earlier issue, but

F raternally , was mislaid.
G e o r g e  W .  K a t e s ,  S ecretary . ------------- » ■» »-------------
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STARTLING PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCES.

(Continued from page 1.)

EX PERIEN CES OF MR. GEORGE 
SPRIGGS.

Mr. Spriggs said : This evening I 
propose to give you a few of my 
experiences in th is  country and in 
A ustralia, and you m ust excuse me if, 
in doing so, I quote largely from the 
printed accounts of them which have 
been published from tim e to tim e. 
These accounts, however, being well 
authenticated, are more valuable than 
any verbal statem ents of my own, and 
they can be referred to by anyone who 
is sufficiently interested to investigate 
for himself.

In the first place, I wish you to 
understand th a t the circle to which I 
shall refer was a private one, and 
free from all monetary considerations. 
The same sitte rs  were present every 
tim e, there being only two or three 
fresh investigators adm itted a t each 
m eeting. As fa r as I can I will 
place the facts under different head 
ings — first, m ateria lisa tions; then 
clairvoyance. I f  it is difficult for 
some of you to realize or accept my 
statem ents, I can only refer you to the 
records of them , signed by all the 
sitte rs , and published in The Medium 
and Daybreak, London, and the H ar 
binger of L ight, Melbourne, and ad 
vise you to  suspend your judgm ent un 
t i l  you have investigated the m atte r 
for yourselves in a true , scientific, 
and religious sp irit. 1 have had 
th ir ty  years’ experience and ought, 
therefore, to be com petent to  ju d g e ; 
but although I have not th e  sligh test 
doubt m yself as to the personality and 
indviduality of the forms th a t m anifest 
them selves, 1 do not wish to force my 
conclusions upon anyone else.

I may add th a t all m anifestations of 
th is  kind require special conditions, 
both on the physical and spiritual 
planes. Strong feelings, one way or 
the other, affect and hinder them . In  
deed I have known occasions when the 
m ere fac t of one or two s itte rs  desir 
ing strongly to  have th e ir  friends or 
relations make their presence known 
to them  has prevented m anifestations 
tak ing  place a t a ll. It is best to  go 
to a medium in a calm, sym pathetic 
sp irit, free from all p artia lity  and 
prejudice.

I t  is sometimes asked, “ W hat is 
the use of strange happenings of th is 
n a tu re ? ’’ I say they come to us in 
th is  m ateria listic  world as psychic 
tonics, and who w ill venture to assert 
th a t we do not all need them ?

S e a n c e s  a t  C a r d i f f .

I w ill commence with a few facts 
about my Cardiff experiences. The 
seances were held a t the p rivate re s i 
dence of Mr. Rees Lewis, Newport 
road, in a back room on the first floor, 
and a curtain was drawn across the cor 
ner of the room where I sa t, only a 
few fee t from the s itte rs . I t  is 
recorded in The Medium and Day 
break for August 2, 1878, th a t a t  one 
of the seances one of our regularly  
attending sp ir it friends, of erect sol 
dierly  bearing, who exceeded my own 
sta tu re  by some Six inches, came a t  
tired in a long w hite robe, which set off 
his figure to advantage. He quitted 
the room and walked down sta irs, 
returning in a few m inutes w ith a 
dish of fru it, which he was kind 
enough to hand round, besides p a rtak  
ing of i t  him self. H is g rea test effort, 
however, consisted in his qu itting  the 
house en tirely , through a back door, 
and presently  return ing  to the seance 
room bearing in his arm s branches of a 
fuchsia bush. He m ust have traversed 
the en tire  length of the garden, the 
distance from the s ta rtin g  point being 
ninety feet.

A t another s ittin g  on Sunday even 
ing, Ju ly  14, 1878, the blind covering 
the window was drawn aside and a 
flood of light adm itted, which pervaded 
every p art of the room and fell in a 
full stream  upon the figure of the 
sp irit friend. The effect was indes 
cribable. A shaft of b rillian t w hite 
ligh t (the hour being 7.30 p .m .) 
illum inated the form from head to  
foot, causing the w hite raim ent to 
glisten  like the purest silver, the 
hands being placed over the eyes to 
shade them . The veins in the arm s 
were p lainly visible, and there were 
all the ordinary flesh tin ts .

In the report descriptive of the 
above, the w riter also say s:—

“ On Sunday, the 2 tst, nine or ten 
tim es did the sp irit friend descend 
into the hall, and there, in a good 
light, show him self to members of the 
circle who had previously assembled 
in the fron t pallo r. H alf a dozen 
tim es a t  least he ascended the short 
flight of s ta irs  opposite the seance 
room, and, in view of the sitte rs , 
opened the door of the fron t dressing

room and entered it. This was in day 
light, a t  7.30 p. m. ’ ’

In the same report it is stated th a t 
there was subsequently a repetition  of 
th is occurrence with an addition. The 
w riter says:—

“ The fron t p art of the house hav 
ing been found inconvenient for such 
experim ents, half of us adjourned to 
the garden, the others rem aining 
to preserve the circle. Presently one 
sp irit friend, having descended the 
stairs, was observed to en ter the back 
parlor, advance toward us, and show 
him self through the fuldng glass doors 
which opened from the room directly 
into the garden. A fterw ards he opened 
one of the folding doors and stood 
plainly before us in all the glory of 
his white raim ent. He then walked 
down three or four stone steps oppo 
site  and stood on the lower' one. The 
proxim ity of the neighbors prevented 
him from coming down the  gravel 
path.

“ When we rem em ber th a t these 
things took place in the broad day 
light, w ith  the sp irit ta lk ing  fam il 
iarly to us nearly all the tim e, it 
does indeed seem to show th a t w ith 
careful cultivation the tim e w ill ere 
long draw nigh when our ascended 
ones w ill m ainfest th e ir  welcome 
presence in our m idst w ith ease and 
freedom .”

Sixteen s itte rs  signed the statem ent 
regarding these experiences.

A t one of the sittings a gentlem an 
spoke in ra th e r a loud manner to the 
spirit, who then seemed to fade away 
and pass to where I was sitting . A t 
once the guide asked Mr. Rees Lewis 
to come, and he found th a t my face 
was covered w ith blood, and for a 
long tim e Mr. Lewis could not restore 
me to consciousness. This shows how 
careful we ought to be in our 
investigations. We stand on the 
threshold of laws and conditions we 
do not understand, and the sooner we 
apply ourselves to the study of them 
the b e tte r i t  will be for our cause. I 
often wonder how many mediums have 
had the ir powers destroyed by unkind 
thoughts and rough trea tm en t. When 
we understand these things and g e t a t 
the causes, then we shall know b e tte r  
how to tre a t sensitives and so obtain 
phenomena under s tr ic t te s t conditions.

Before I leave Cardiff I w ill give an 
account of a s ittin g  held a t  Mr. Rees 
Lew is’s house a t  th ree o ’clock in the 
afternoon, w ith the sunlight stream ing 
in a t  the windows. We sa t m the 
fron t room, round the table, around 
which a heavy cloth was placed so as 
to make it  dark underneath. A t this 
m eeting there were present F ather 
Butcher, Rev. David Jones, Mrs. Fer- 
rier, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, and my 
self. The conditions w ere tha t none 
of the s itte rs  were allowed to put 
th e ir  hands in th e ir  pockets or down 
by th e ir  sides a f te r  entering  the room. 
All kept their hands on the top of the 
table. In about five m inutes we 
heard raps, and they told us to look 
under the table. We did so, and 
found a small bunch of grapes, a 
branch from an apple tree , bunches of 
w heat and barley, also some peas. 
One of the reverend gentlem en ex  
claimed, “ This is as near a m iracle as 
possib le.”  A report of th is sitting  
was spread about the town, w ith tne 
resu lt th a t one gentlem an preached on 
the subject, and declared th a t the 
“ the Devil had appeared again, 
tem pting us not only w ith apples but 
w ith w heat and b a rle y .”  Poor D e v il! 
How he is made the bu tt of ignorance. 
The tim es have changed since then, 
and we realize th a t the strange 
phenomena are not the work of the 
evil one. I t  is because of the ir ignor 
ance of the laws which govern them 
th a t men a ttr ib u te  them  to evil agen 
cies. A sim ilar m anifestation was 
w itnessed by the late Mr. W. H ar 
rison, a t  th a t tim e editor of the 
S p iritualist.

Now we come to my Melbourne ex 
periences, and I will give you a descrip 
tion of the room in which the seances 
w ere held, so th a t you will be able to 
realize the conditions.

I t  was arranged th a t th e  seances 
should take place in the library of the 
Victorian Association of Spiritualists, 
84 Russell stree t, the room being lofty, 
quiet, and centrally situated. The win 
dow faces east, and between its cornice 
and the north wall is a space of five feet. 
There is no break in the solid brick wall 
between this and the door. A t the north 
w est corner, a distance of fourteen feet 
from  the window cornice to  the north 
wail, a t a height of 7 feet, 6 inches from 
the floor, there is a cedar pole, upon 
which are hung two curtains of dark 
rep, the top being covered in with a 
light fram ew ork of dark net, to modify 
the light and give ventilation. The 
space enclosed by the curtains, when 
drawn, form s a triangle 5 feet, 5J 
inches by 7 feet, and there are six clear 
fee t of space between the top of the

Conscience.
I sat alone w ith  my conscience,

In a place where time had ceased,
And we talked of my former living,

And in the land where the years increased.

And I felt I should have to  answer 
The questions it put to  me,

And to  face the answer and questions 
All through eternity.

The ghosts of forgotten actions 
Came floating before my sight,

And things th at I thought were dead things 
Were alive with a terrible might.

And the vision of all mv past life 
Was an awful thing to face—

Alone w ith my conscience sitting,
In th at solemnly silent place.

And I thought of a far-away warning  
Of a sorrow th at was to  be mine,

In a land that then w as the future,
But now  is the present time.

And I thought of my former thinking,
Of the judgment day to be;

But sitting alone w ith my conscience 
Seemed judgm ent enough for me.

And I wondered if there w as a future 
To this land beyond the grave.

But no one came to answer,
And no one came to save.

Then I felt that the future w as present,
And the present would never go by,

For it w as the thought of my past life, 
Grown into eternity.

Then I woke from my tim ely dreaming,
And the vision passed aw ay,

And I knew th at the far-away warning  
Was a warning of yesterday.

And I prayed that I m ight not forget it,
In this land before the grave;

That I may not cry in the future 
And no one come to save.

And so I learned the lesson,
Which I ought to  have known before,

And which, though I learned it dreaming,
I hope to forget no more.

So I sxt alone w ith my conscience,
In the place where the years increase,

And I try to  remember the future,
In the land where time shall cease.

I know of the future judgment,
H ow  truthful soe’er it  m ay be,

That to  sit alone w ith my conscience 
Will be judgm ent enough for me.

—Anon.

i  i  -

enclosure and the ceiling. As the room 
is on the basem ent, the floor solid, and 
there is no cellarage to the premises, 
the impossibility of any m aterial object 
being introduced into the enclosure 
w ithout the cognizance of the specta 
tors m dst be apparent. The w riter of 
the report from which I quote says:

“ A t a sitting  held here on December 
28th, 1880, the s itte rs  w ere told to be 
in the best condition for the seance ap 
pointed for New Y ear’s eve. We were 
told th a t if  the conditions were favora 
ble a materialized form would ea t and 
drink with us. Accordingly, on the 
n ight referred  to, a glass, containing 
about half a p int of w ater, and a small 
plate of biscuits, w ere placed on the 
window-sill a short distance from  the 
curtain already described.

“ The spirit appeared in a white gown 
and red girdle. He was followed by 
two lady forms, not recognized by the 
sitters, one of them being very grace 
ful in appearance,1 and having a beauti 
ful hand, w ith long tapering fingers. 
The first spirit reappeared and walking 
to the window, took up the glassful of 
w ater and drank about half of the quan 
tity . He then took in his hand a bis 
cuit and bit it twice, the sound being 
distinctly audible to all present.

“ Shortly afterw ards he retired, and 
there appeared a t the opening between 
the curtains the form of a black girl, 
about thirty-six  to forty  inches high, 
who answered to  the name of “ B aba.”  
The blackness of her hands and face 
was intensified by the white drapery in

which she was enveloped. She bowed 
and smiled, and reached out her hand 
for some flowers th a t w ere offered her, 
and, having obtained possession of them, 
she carried them  to and fro  w ith ex 
pressions of delight, holding them 
tow ards one gentlem an and drawing 
them playfully away when he attem pted  
to  take them.

“ Another sp irit then appeared and, 
approaching the window, he lifted the 
glass to his lips, drank th e  rem ainder 
of the w ater, a te  p a r t  of a biscuit, and 
b it another one, leaving the m arks of 
tee th  distinctly visible on it.

“ An in teresting  fea tu re  of these 
seances w as the psychometric power of 
the Indian spirit, “ Skiw aukie,”  who 
read p ast events in the lives of the 
s itte rs  and told of things th a t  had hap 
pened many years before. On April 
29th th is sp irit said th a t a le tte r  from 
Dr. Peebles was on the way and would 
arrive in ten days. On May 3rd, re  
ferring  to  the same subject, he said 
th a t “ Peebles was puzzled when he got 
the quick scratch, or telegram , and did 
not know w hat to  do until he go t the 
le tte r  which followed, which would in 
duce him to com e.”  On May 10th the 
le tte r from  Dr. Peebles referred  to  
arrived, and it confirmed “ Skiwaukie’s”  
information. The telegram , having 
no date on it, when received by Dr. 
Peebles was m istaken .by him for one 
th a t had gone as tray  th e  year before.

"O n May 3rd the spirit took Mr. 
Carson, a member of the circle, by the 
hand, and leading him up to where the

medium (myself) sat, placed his other 
hand upon the medium’s head, and he 
stood with one hand on the medium 
and the other in the hand of the spirit, 
in view of all. A fter Mr. Carson had 
returned to his chair the spirit picked 
up a heavy stone and handed it  to one 
of the sitters. Then, taking the read 
ing-stand from the corner of the room 
to near the fron t of the curtain, he 
w rote a m essage.”

W e i g h i n g :  t h e  M a t e r i a l i z e d  F o r m .

I t  was deemed advisable by those in 
charge of the circle to introduce me 
chanical means for the purpose of ascer 
taining the distinguishing features 
between myself, as the medium, and 
the materialized forms, the first experi 
m ent suggested being th a t of weighing 
the forms. Accordingly a small plat 
form  weighing-machine was procured 
and placed in the seance room in 
proxim ity to the corner where the forms 
usually m aterialized. There was also 
a weighing-machine upstairs. My 
clothes w ere taken off and weighed 
before the sitting  commenced, and I 
also was weighed. The same procedure 
took place again a f te r  th e  sitting, and 
I always found th a t as a result of the 
seance I had lost about th ree pounds in 
weight. By way of fu rthe r experi 
mentation, I weighed myself every day 
and found th a t it took th ree days to 
recover the lost weight. A t first I 
always sa t th ree tim es a week, but 
afterw ards only twice a week.

With regard to the a ttem p t made to 
weigh the m aterialized forms, the re 
port in The H abringer of L ight says:

“ The first sp irit who appeared 
stepped on the scales, but evidently 
was not of sufficient stam ina to stand 
the test. A t first he turned the beam 
a t  100 pounds, bu t subsided so rapidly 
in w eight as to  prevent a successive 
record being taken. Indeed, failing to 
turn  the scale a t  80 pounds, he hur- 
ridly re trea ted  behind the  curtain. 
Em erging a second time, his weight was 
registered a t  104 pounds, then 102, 
and then under 100 pounds. The 
20 pound w eight being then re 
removed, he failed to turn  the beam at 
80 pounds, losing a t  least 24 pounds in 
w eight in about th irty  seconds. The 
nex t form stood firmly on the platform 
and registered 139J pounds, or within 
7 pounds of the w eight of the medium. 
Stepping on a second time, his weight 
was reduced to  117 pounds.

“ On Septem ber 30th, a t  a seance 
held in the same rooms, Dr. Mueller, of 
Yackandandah, expressed a wish to 
feel the pulse of the  spirit form. The 
la tte r  readily complied, and the  doctor 
distinctly felt the pulsation, the medium 
being shown sitting  on his chair 
immediately a f te r. The form  talked 
freely, and, in answer to  questions, 
said th a t when spirits materialized they 
a t  first w ere not very clear in the 
consciousness of the ir condition, their 
minds being absorbed by the circle.

“ Dr. M otherwell, of Collins street 
attended a few  of the seances, and also 
examined the pulses of the forms, as 
well as the beating of the heart, and 
found th a t both w ere natural.

“ On October 25th a sp irit made his 
appearance, and a le tte r  was handed to 
him from  Mr. Finlason, of Castlemaire. 
A fter looking a t  i t  intently he walked 
over to the desk, and, taking paper 
and pencil, he w rote a reply, enclosed 
it in an envelope, addressed it  to Mr. 
Finlason, and handed it to a member of 
the circle. The le tte r  was unsealed, 
and permission was given for it to be 
read. I t  was as follows: ‘My dear
friend—I and ----- will come and see
w hat can be done in your circle. Fare 
well and God bless you.’

“ A t the same s it tirg  a child named 
Lily, who had been weighed and 
measured, spoke to  her father and 
m other, who w ere v present on this 
occasion. She shook hands and talked 
w ith them  for some time, sending 
affectionate m essages to her brothers 
and sisters.

“ On November 13th six childrea 
occupied the places of tnree of the 
ordinary adult visitors. The spirits 
joined heartily  in the singing with 
which the seance opened, and a t the 
conclusion of the first song the spirit 
form  present expressed pleasure at 
m eeting the children, called them by 
name, and handed flowers to each one. 
A message was w ritten  by one of the 
spirit friends to  the circle as follows: 
‘My dear friend—I am pleased to be 
with you to-night. Before you close, I 
wish you every happiness. May God’s 
highest blessing re s t upon you and your 
labor, and the next year be a greater 
success. Be careful w ith the circle, 
and mind both the spiritual and the 
m aterial conditions. ’

Considerable progress was made by 
the spirit friends in their ability to 
endure the full light more frequently 
during the evening and for longer 
periods of time. This was a highly 
gratify ing  and encouraging fact, be-
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cause th e  active, m uscular form  of the 
one, w ith his close heavy beard, afforded 
a com plete con trast to  the  m ore slen 
derly built form  of the other, w ith his 
thinner, wavy, grey  beard. On th ree 
occasions one of the  sp irits  showed 
him self in the  full g la re  of the  light, 
which w as taken  rig h t out of the recess 
i t  usually occupied, and w as held by 
Mr. Terry  (then editor of the H arbin 
g er of L ight) in the room, so as to 
strike  directly  upon the form . On one 
of these occasions the sp irit came fairly  
into the  circle and shook hands w ith 
Mr. Carson, the  ligh t being so good as 
to m ake clearly visible the ruddy, 
healthful hue of the countenance, such 
as th a t  of those much exposed to  sun 
shine and air. I t  con trasted  g rea tly  
w ith  the pallid and m ore lifeless ap  
pearance which it  had som etim es 
presented  when th e  power was not 
strong.

“ An early  sittin g  in the  m onth of 
M arch w as m arked by an occurrence as 
s trik ing  as any th a t  had been recorded 
during the progress of the  m anifes 
ta tions. This w as th e  recognition, by 
five different s itte rs , including one of 
th e  visitors, of one sp irit form  as being 
th a t of an old colonist and a well-known 
pioneer in the  cause of Spiritualism , 
who had passed aw ay some five years 
before. A m ongst those who recognized 
th is sp irit friend w ere his son, daughter 
and nephew . H e cam e on tw o oc 
casions and displayed considerable 
em otion a t  being able thus visibly to 
m an ifest his presence to  his relatives 
and friends. On th e  second occasion 
he shook hands w ith Mr. Carson, who 
stood up fo r th e  purpose, and who had 
a good view not only of th e  full form , 
b u t also of th e  w rinkled fea tu re s  and 
thin beard.

“ On the  evening of May 23d the  m an 
ifestations w ere m ore powerful. E igh t 
d ifferent form s m aterialized, and one 
entered  into conversation <with the  s it 
te rs . He said th a t  a sp irit g iving the 
nam e of Jacob M atthew s w as p resen t 
and recognized one of th e  s itte rs , a Mr. 
W arne, who form erly lived in Cardiff 
some th irty  years ago. He referred  to 
the ir having bathed to g e th er when boys 
in the River Taff. Mr. W arne confirmed 
this. The sp irit then  s ta ted  th a t  they 
w ere about to  place th e  medium in a 
deep trance. Then, coming out into 
the circle and standing before the cur 
tains in full view, he asked Mr. T erry  
to  come forw ard. Upon the  la tte r  do 
ing so, he took one of Mr. T e rry ’s 
hands in his- own, as they  stood side by 
side, and requested  him to  place his 
o ther hand th rough the curta in  upon 
the m edium ’s hand. This Mr. T erry  
did, and he declared to  th e  o ther 
s itte rs  th a t he had hold of the fingers 
o f the m edium 's hand. He grasped 
the fingers of the  m edium ’s hand some 
w hat tightly , which instan tly  produced 
a  curious and m arked effect upon the 
spirit standing by his side in full view 
of th e  sitte rs . The five rem aining 
m em bers of the circle w ere in success 
ion called forw ard for the same purpose, 
and in each case as soon as the hand of 
the  s it te r  came in contact w ith th a t  of 
the medium, who w as evidently in a 
very deep trance, th e  sp irit who was 
standing outside, holding the  s it te r  by 
the o ther hand, was observed to shrink 
and cry out w ith pain, and did not for 
some m om ents recover from  the  shock. ”

I have been t r j  ing to  obtain a full 
account of th e  seance from  the  w ife of 
the scientific gentlem an who w as pres 
en t, along w ith her, b u t being on the 
continent, and all her goods being 
packed away, I have not been success 
ful. Personal m essages w ere given 
them  for friends in Sydney, and fac ts  
w ere conveyed which they  did not know 
of a t  the tim e, but which they  a f te r  
w ards discovered to  be correct, proving,
I believe, the identity  of the communi 
cating spirit.

S e a n ce  D e s c r ib e d  l>y a  J o u r n a l i s t .

I will now quote an article  w ritten  by 
Mr. Jam es Sm ith, sub-editor of the 
Melbourne A rgus, and published in the 
Melbourne World of F ebruary  16th, 
1884. Mr. Smith says:

“ H aving heard of the  occurrence of 
some ex traordinary  phenom ena a t  the 
house of a p rivate  gentlem an residing 
in one of the suburbs of th is city, and 
being in terested  in the  study of occult 
sciences, I asked and obtained his per 
mission to be present a t  w hat is called 
a m aterializing seance a few  evenings 
since. There were seven other persons 
present, one of whom, a gentlem an of 
distinguished scientific attainm ents, oc 
cupying a high position in a neighbor 
ing colony, had been a ttrac ted  by curi 
osity, like myself. We sa t in a semi 
circle in the  dining room of our host. 
There was a recess between the fire 
place and the north wall sufficiently 
deep to contain a chair for the use of 
the medium, and two curta ins w ere 
draw n over the recess. There was no 
door, window, or o ther apertu re  behind
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Thoughts for the Departed.

Think ever o f the dead:
When spring is beautiful, when summer shines,

When the soft skies rose-mingled luster shed,
When autum n sunbeam s kiss the purple vines,

And when the snow -stars glisten , to  them w ing  
Thy gentlest thought: They filled thy life w ith  spring.

Think truly o f the dead:
Let not thy heart be ever w on aw ay,

By eyes th a t laughing radiance o ’er thee shed,
And flatteries breathed like incense round thy w a y ;

Oh, deep and warm  their love, and true their faith;
Thou should’st not change—they changed not unto death,

Think sw eetly of the dead :
All while they lingered in this world below  

The music o f their voice, their smile, their tread,
Thrilled the glad soul, and tau gh t the cheek its  g low ;  

Lip unto lip, and heart to  heart w as pressed;
Shrine tenderly their memories in thy breast.

Think joyful o f the dead:
As o f sw eet friends, w hose blissful harp-notes ring 

In th a t fair clime where kindred souls are wed,
And heart to  heart like lips o f lovers cling.

Think joyfully, they breathe thy name in prayer,
And w ait, and long to  bid thee welcome there.

They think of thee—the dead :
The glorious dwellers in yon  peopled skies 

Their thoughts, like dewdrops, on thy heart are shed: 
They fill thy  soul w ith  blessed sanctities,

Sw eet inspirations o f the pure and fair,
The springtim e breathings o f celestial air!

They dwell w ith  thee—the d ead :
Pavilioned in the auroral ten ts of light:

Their spheres of heavenly influence round thee spread, 
Their pure transparence veiling them  from sight.

Angelic m inisters o f love and peace,
Whose sw eet solicitudes w ill never cease.

They strive w ith  thee—the d ea d :
Spirit w ith  spirit striving, heart w ith  heart,

Alluring from the paths o f w rong you tread,
Spurned and resisted they m ay not depart.

In the dark prison of life’s la st despair,
L o! the delivering angel’s w ith  thee there!

They w atch  w ith  thee—the d ead :
Through the la st agony, the doubt, the gloom ,

When soul and body are through pain unwed,
And night droops dow n—the m idnight o f the tom b:

And o ’er the soul-sense steals their w akening hymn, 
Fam iliar—yet the song of seraphim!

They welcome thee—the dead :
The soft sw eet g low  of those beloved eves 

Balm s each worn heart th a t long hath inly bled,
And gives new  glory to  God’s paradise!

Love and remember them —unseen yet near,
Their w hite feet guide thee to  the im m ortal sphere. 

Christm as, 1848.
—Thom as L. H arris.

W ritten  for the Univercoelum.

the curtain  com m unicating w ith  the 
garden outside, from  which the  room 
w as separated  by a thick blue-stone 
wall. H aving bu ilt the house m yself I 
am well acquainted w ith its  structu re . 
There was no w earing apparel in the 
recess, and no place for concealing any. 
The medium is betw een 5 fee t, 7 inches 
and 5 fee t, 8 inches in height, and full 
proportioned, ra th e r  than  slender. A t 
the  com mencem ent of th e  proceedings 
he was som ew hat convulsed, and then 
passed into a s ta te  of trance, a t  which 
stage of the proceedings, i t  was alleged, 
he was taken possession of by a con 
trolling spirit, who spoke w ith a decid 
edly foreign accent. Addressing the 
scientific visitor, he said: Standing be 
side you are  tw o spirits, and on being 
asked to  nam e them  he did so. The 
nam es w ere those of tw o gentlem en 
form erly resident in th e  cap ita l of a 
neighboring colony, b u t now deceased; 
and they said th a t the  ob ject o f th e ir  
coming w as to  mention to the  visitor 
th e  fac t th a t  One of them  wished to  
com m unicate w ith  the surviving mem 
b ers  of his fam ily; th a t he had discov 
ered th a t  his lo u n g e r son, whom he 
named, was mediumistic, and th a t he 
wished his old friend to  m ake known 
th a t fac t on his re tu rn  home, so th a t 
advantage m ight be taken  of i t  in the 
m anner desired. Shortly afte rw ards 
the medium retired  behind th e  curtain, 
and a f te r  some music had been played, 
in order, i t  was said, to  harmonize the 
conditions, a shadowy, w avering figure 
em erged into the  room, clad in white, 
bu t so fluctuating in height and so 
vague in form  as to produce a wierd 
and uneasy impression on the mind of a

specta tor w itnessing the phenom enon— 
as I did—for the  first tim e.

* ‘Two or th ree  voices w ere heard be 
hind the curtain, and from  one of these 
th e  s ta tem en t came th a t thisj sp irit 
could not m aterialize himself, and he 
seemed to fade out of sight. B ut the 
n ex t apparition w as th a t of a slender 
and gracefu l girl, rep resen ting^herse lf 
as having been an Egyptian. She was 
about 5 feet, 5 inches in height, lithe 
and sinuous in her movements, and she 
wore a semi-diaphanous garm en t th a t 
resembled w hite cashm ere in its te x t  
ure. The fee t and ankles w ere bare 
and w ere of exquisitej smallness and 
beauty, and she;w as fond of^displaying 
them . W hen she lifted jher slight, thin 
arm  and hand the substance and color 
o f th e  curtains w ere visible through the 
limb and through itsjen veloping drapery. 
She reappeared half-a-dozen tim es, re  
tiring, i t  w as explained, to g a th er fresh  
v ita l force from  the  medium. This 
process, as also th a t jo f  dem aterializa 
tion, was always accompanied by a pe 
culiar wheezy sound. This apparition, 
the  outlines of whose figure w ere 
clearly visible through her robe, was 
about half the  bulk of. the medium, 
while her fee t w ere certainly as dimin 
utive as they w ere beautiful.

“ During another interval, in which the 
wheezing sound w ent on, soirieone be 
hind the curtain, speaking in a voice re  
sembling th a t of a boy w ith a provincial 
accent, offered an explanation, in reply 
to  a question pu t by the scientist, of the 
modus operandi of m aterialization. I t  
was plausible, certainly, bu t i t  was di 
rectly  opposed to all our received no 
tions of m atte r. To another query,

propounded by another visitor, w ith re 
spect to  the objective p resen ta tion  of 
ghosts, when no medium is p resent, he 
also replied to  the  apparen t satisfaction  
of th e  querist. I whispered a skep ti 
cal com ment to a neighbor, and before 
I had completed my sentence, which 
w as inaudible to any o ther person pres 
ent, a responsive com ment came from  
a voice behind the curtain, about e ig h t 
fee t d istan t. A nother visitor rem arked 
jesting ly : The Theosophists say you are 
no spirits a t  all, bu t only shells. A re 
we? was the reply, I f  you w ere as we 
are, you would know th e re  is an oyster 
inside the shell. P resently  a th ird  figure 
came into the room. I t  was th a t  o f a 
sw arthy, dark-bearded man, w ith  high 
square shoulders, and a spare hab it of 
body, clothed in a Hindu costume, com 
posed of a m ateria l th a t  looked like In  
dian cotton. H e had a tu rb an  round 
his head.

“ He w as seen w ith  rem arkable dis 
tinctness, and shook hands w ith  one of 
the gentlem en present. H e also lifted  
a heavy chair and rem oved i t  from  
w here it  was standing to ano ther p a r t 
o f the  room. The n ex t sp irit who p re  
sented herself w as th a t  of a fem ale 
child, apparently  about eleven years of 
age, and no t m ore than  5 fe e t high. 
She w as not visible fo r more than  a few  
m inutes, and seemed ra th e r  to  fade 
aw ay into th e  curtain  than  to  w ithdraw  
behind it. The last was a sinewy, s ta l 
w a rt figure, about 5 fee t 10 inches in 
height, w ith  a thick black beard and a 
manly stride. He w as furnished a t  his 
own request w ith  w riting  m ateria ls on 
a small round tab le  conveniently placed 
fo r th a t  purpose, and w rote a  sentence 
on each of a  few  sheets of paper, 
which he handed to  as m any persons 
present. W alking across the  room to 
w here the w rite r w as sitting , he gave 
him one ana held out his hand, which 
th e  w rite r  clasped. I t  w as so ft b u t 
scarcely warm, substan tia l to  the  touch, 
b u t som ew hat w eak in th e  grasp. 
Upon th e  paper was w ritten , in a firm, 
bold character, I  am pleased to  m eet 
you to -n ig h t.—Geordie. I  w as told th a t 
Geordie is a frequen t v isitor to  the  
circle.

“ By th is  tim e the  seance had lasted 
fo r two hours, and the controlling spirit, 
in a voice altogether unlike th a t  of the 
medium, declared th a t he w as becom 
ing exhausted, and th a t the proceedings 
m ust be brought to  a close. I  find, 
however, th a t  I have fo rgo tten  to  m en 
tion th a t in the  course of the  proceed 
ings one of the spirits, who w as outside 
the  curtain , drew  i t  aside, and showed 
us the medium in a com atose condition, 
and I m ust add th a t he had no compan 
ion or confederate behind it. W hen he 
came fo rth  a t  th e  end of the seance he 
w as still in a s ta te  of trance or m ag 
netic sleep, and the  voice w ith  the 
strongly m arked foreign accent con 
tinued to  speak out of him for some 
minutes. Then th e  control bade us all 
good-night, and intim ated his intention 
of qu itting  the  body of the  medium, 
who was sub ject to  the  sam e convulsive 
m ovem ents as a t  first, w ith  a violent 
spasmodic motion of the  hands as though 
struggling  w ith, and repelling, some 
hostile influence, and the co n tra st b e  
tw een the  tone of voice in which he said 
Why, it is ten  o ’clock, and th a t in which 
he, or his possessor, had previously 
spoken was very  strik ing.

“ N o  R o o m  F o r  T r i c k e r y  o r  F r a u d .”

‘ ‘I have endeavoured to  describe w ith 
scrupulous accuracy th e  phenomena 
which I w itnessed on the  occasion re  
ferred  to, and I ven ture upon no theo 
ries to explain or to account fo r them . 
There was no room fo r trickery  or fraud, 
and it  seem s scarcely possible th a t  ten  
persons w ere sim ultaneously the  vic 
tim s of a series o f optical delusions. 
As I le ft the house in which these pro  
ceedings occurred, I could not help 
quoting to one of the visitors, who ap  
peared to  be much im pressed by them , 
the exclam ation of H oratio, 0  day and 
night, bu t th is is wondrous strange , to 
which he replied in the  words of H am let:
“  ‘A n d .  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  a  s t r a n g e r  g i v e  i t  w e lc o m e .  
T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h i n g s  i n  H e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h ,  

H o r a t i o ,

T h a n  a r e  d r e a m t  o f  i n  y o u r  p h i l o s o p h y . ’ ”

Mr. Terry , summing up his testim ony 
in the  H arbinger of L ight, in reply to a 
correspondent, says:

“ I have been p resen t a t  least a t  fifty 
seances and have personally recognized 
friends. One whom I had known in ti 
m ately in the  body I recognized distinct 
ly w ithout any intim ation being given 
as to who she was, and w ithout any 
previous expectation of seeing her. 
H aving personally w ritten  the reports 
of the seances which have been pub 
lished in the H arbinger o f L igh t I m ust 
confidently affirm th a t they are unex 
aggerated  accounts of w hat I have w it 
nessed, which could have been made 
more sensational w ithout a departure 
from  the tru th . As the ladies and 
gentlem en who form ed the  circle are, 
w ith the exception of Mr. Carson and

m yself, not widely known, the  publica 
tion of th e ir  nam es would be of little  
value to  th e  world. V isitors have not 
been asked to  publish th e ir  nam es. Mr. 
Carson and Mr. Charles W att, gen tle  
m en of undoubted in teg rity , clear 
sightedness, and of good social position 
in th is city, have publicly testified to 
the bona fides of the  phenom ena occur 
ring  a t  the  seances, the  form er of whom 
has expressed his willingness to  supple 
m ent my rep ly .”

This supplem entary testim ony duly 
appeared in the  H arbinger of L ight.

A t one of the  sittings two form s w ere 
seen a t  the  sam e tim e. The first, the 
form  of a fem ale unfam iliar to  the 
circle, m aterialized and stood plainly 
before the curta in  for a short tim e. 
She then retired , b u t im m ediately a f te r  
w ards the curtains w ere pushed aside, 
both in the cen tre and on the le ft. A t 
th e  side stood the  form  of the fem ale, 
w hilst in th e  cen tre  w as visible the  
form  of a child not more than  3 fee t in 
height. The figures w ere separated  by 
nearly  the  whole w idth of th e  le f t  cur 
ta in - th r e e  and a half fee t. This was 
repeated  several tim es. A gain they 
showed them selves; th is  tim e side by 
side, thus form ing a s trik ing  contrast. 
The ta lle r  form  then  repeatedly  sa t 
down beside the  child, and afte rw ards 
took it  up in her arm s.

M a t e r ia l iz e d  F o r m s  M e a s u re d  a n d  
W e ig h e d .

In the H arb inger of L ight fo r March, 
1881, will be found th e  resu lts of the 
m easurem ent of the  form s. The re  
po rt s ta te s  th a t:

“ Ten different form s m aterialized, o f 
varying heights, as follows:—Male 
form s: five fee t five inches, five fee t 
seven and one-half inches, five fe e t five 
inches; fem ale form s: five fe e t two 
and one-half inches, five fe e t th ree- 
fourths inch, child, Lily, four fee t; 
another, five fee t th ree  and one-fourth 
inches; o ther m ales from  five fe e t eight 
and one half inches to  five fe e t eleven 
inches. In the  sam e rep o rt the  w eight 
of the medium is recorded as being 148J 
pounds. The h ighest w eight o f a 
m aterialized form  was found to  be 139J 
pounds; the  lowest, 33 pounds and 
10 ounces. One of the m ost rem arkable 
fac ts  observed was the  diminution of 
the w eight of th e  sam e form  a t  suc 
cessive weighings im m ediately follow 
ing each other. Even w hilst they  stood 
on the scales the  w eight would go down 
to  a few pounds. Then they  would re  
tire  to  w here the medium w as sitting  
and again obtain the ir full weight. 
The experim ent w ent on through a 
num ber of sittings, bu t I th ink it  is a 
p ity  we did not carry  the investigation 
still fu rth e r, so th a t  th e  medium and 
the s itte rs  could have been weighed a t  
the  sam e tim e as the sp irit form, to see 
w here the  force came from, because 
we observed th a t when we had tall 
s itte rs  in the circle, the  form s would 
often  be taller. In weighing and m eas 
uring, one person was told off to see 
th a t  form s stood on th e ir  solid fee t 
when m easured; one had to  see th a t 
they stood properly on the  p latform  
scales; and tw o took a record of the 
w eights, one checking the o th e r .”

To the  m ost experienced students of 
m aterialization it  has long been known 
th a t coloring m a tte r  placed upon a 
genuine m aterialized form, or upon ma 
terialized hands, will som etim es be 
transfe rred  to the  corresponding, o r a 
d ifferent p a r t of the person of the  med 
ium. This, however, is not alw ays t i e  
case. The tru th  seem s to  be not th a t 
i t  m ust be, bu t th a t it may be so tran s  
ferred . On th is  point, the following 
appeared in the June  H arbinger of 
L ight:

One of the te s ts  applied th is month 
may be considered more valuable by 
outsiders, because it  was employed by a 
skeptic w ithout the  knowledge of the 
circle and w ith the expectation of de 
tecting  fraud. One of the s itte rs , ta k  
ing an u n fa ir advantage, contrived to 
sm ear his hands w ith p rin te r’s ink be 
fore grasp ing  th a t  of the m aterialized 
form . W hen the medium cam e into 
the full light, however, the skeptic was 
grievously disappointed to  find no 
traces w hatever o f the ink which he 
had impressed upon the  hand of the 
form. I t  is well known th a t the stain  
of p rin te r’s ink cannot be erased with 
soap and w ate r in a single wash. The 
fact, therefore, th a t the m edium ’s hand 
w as perfectly  free of any trace  of the 
ink was another im portant evidence of 
the distinct identity of the  fo rm .”  The 
last m anifestation in Melbourne to 
which I will re fe r  was the appearance 
of Mr. Rees Lewis. When I was in 
Cardiff two years before he promised 
to  visit me as soon a l te r  passing over 
as possible. I asked him to appear in 
the daylight, and not in the darkness, 
and this he promised to do if possible’
I had not heard from  him for some 
eighteen months, when one afternoon

(Continued on page 6.)
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H. d 7  BARRETT ON RELIGION
National Historian, Like Many Others, Does Not 

Agree, with Brother Francis, that P rogres 
sive Thinker is the Only Spiritual 

ist Paper—True Religion.
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Cold Money Rules the World.
More than a hundred years are numbered w ith  the 

eternal past
Since freedom shown by stripes and stars bedecked each 

tow er and m ast.
Her heroes’ forms have mouldered to  strengthen na 

ture’s plan,
Their spirits rise trium phant the higher orbs to  span,
Their minds, that once directed the work of thought 

and pen
Still whisper words o f warning and can help you now  

as then.

You have found it quite essential, in the course of hu 
man events,

To make some new amendments, to  meet required ex 
pense.

Now, like a vessel floating w ithout a sail or guide,
America seems tossing upon the sea of pride. gg
A w ave th at carries w ith it  no diadems of worth,
But lives as empty bubbles, and dies estranged to  truth.

The moneyed kings of Europe, of Wall street and the 
West

Assume the m ight to  conquor right, you bow  at their 
behest,

Though you know  w ithout the labor, th at a-o u  and 
others share,

They would die of cold and hunger, for w hat could they  
eat or wear ?

Within you feel like cursing, and your brow  w ith scorn 
is curled,

But you answer, “ We can’t  help it, for their money 
rules the world.”

Why has ceased the social fondness of the leaders o f the 
past ?

They declared th a t “all are equal,” forbidding a desire 
of cast.

Now, money rules the ballot, the a ltar and the bench,
And wom an is the power th a t m ust th a t evil quench.
Man is drifting from the summit, and w ith the tide is 

hurled
Into channels deep and lurid, for cold money rules the 

world.

iS

Now we ask the thoughtful student of the “ parliamen-
tary league,” | |

Whence come these sore privations, this dishonor and
intrigue | |

That today controls our nation ?
You have sacrificed your loved ones by the thousands, p  

true and grand, gg
Still there lurks a secret serpent, devastating your fair §  

land.
Can’t  3'ou read the reason, w ritten on a banner all un- §  

furled ? ¿g
It is because a king, called money, King M oney rules | |

your world.
Given by the guides to  f |

—Bessie G. Osborn.
M aple Rapids, Mich., January 23, ,1908. gf

Editor Sunflower:
My atten tion  has been called to the 

last four or five numbers of your most 
excellent paper, and I take th is oppor 
tun ity  to  congratu late you upon the 
splendid m ental and sp iritua l pabulum 
th a t you have placed before your 
readers.

Mr. E . W. H ulburd has w ritten  
most impressively upon the subject of 
Harmony. I t  is to be hoped th a t 
every reader of the Sunflower will put 
into practice the splendid suggestions 
th a t Brother Hulburd has made in his 
a rtic le . There has been too much ta lk  
about harmony, and too little  practice 
o f  it, in days gone by. To the lack 
of p ractice we can assign many of the 
ills th a t now beset our movement.

B rother Lyman C. Howe and Prof.
J .  S. Loveland both have w ritten  
most in terestingly  w ith regard to the 
subjects they have trea ted . I  wish 
B rother Howe had subm itted some 
figures w ith respect to  there being a 
sm aller percentage of fraud in medium- 
ship today than tnere was th irty  years 
ago. I do not question his sincerity 
or honesty, in the least, but I do wish 
to  be fortified in m eeting the charge 
th a t is so frrequently  made w ith re  
gard to the extrem e prevalence of 
fraud a t  the present tim e, as 
contrasted w ith the work of th irty  
years ago.

I do not suppose for a moment th a t 
anything can be gained from arguing 
the case of commercialism in medium- 
ship. Perhaps everything th a t is 
done by the average individual is for 
the sake of the dollar, but I cannot 
quite bring m yself to believe it. I 
th ink there are some people who value 
deeds of kindness above cold cash.

I hold, however, th a t the laborer is 
worthy of his hire, and believe in a 
ju st wage to all speakers and mediums 
who devote th e ir  tim e to the public. 
There is nothing S piritual, nor u p lif t 
ing, nor even civilizing, in locating 
gas or oil wells, in finding hidden 
treasures, m claim ing to ascertain  the 
price of stocks, or in inducing lost hus 
bands to  re tu rn  to th e ir  anxious 
wives, and, to my mind, every person 
who claim s to do so can, a t  least, be 
looked upon w ith  suspicion, or, per 
haps, be considered an absolute fraud. 
Be th a t as i t  may, I had in mind, as 
com mercialism, the very conditions 
th a t I have ju st enum erated, in w rit 
ing w hat t did in one of my reports 
several years ago.

I t  will be a happy day for S p irit 
ualism  when mediums are content to 
devote them selves exclusively to 
S piritual work. Even if i t  be true  
th a t 95 per cent, of those who v isit 
mediums do so to secure advice upon 
business m atters, it does not follow 
that, the people so doing represent the 
progressive,reverential and consecrated 
men and women of our land. I do not 
believe th a t the denizens of the soul 
world deal w ith m ateria l th ings. Any 
person who makes claim s to the con 
tra ry  does so a t peril of his soul’s in  
teg rity . I f  we devote ourselves to the 
affairs of th is life w ith the  purpose in 
mind of dealing ju stly  w ith all of our 
fellowmen, and of seeking to establish 
the law of kindness, we would be not 
only doing our duty, bu t w ill be the 
instrum ents through whom the en ligh t 
ened ones in the S piritual world will 
seek to establish the kingdom of 
Heaven on earth . We can safely 
tru s t the angels to mind the ir own 
business, if  we w ill engage in the 
high and noble calling of m inding our 
own.

The word “ R eligion”  can be 
defined in many ways. Any attem p t 
to  lim it i t  to  the one m eaning of 
“ binding b ack ,”  or “ binding a g a in ,”  
is not only unfair, but decidedly out 
of keeping w ith the root m eaning of 
the word, (n consulting the lexicons 
of several languages I find th a t i t  is 
defined as m eaning “ to call together, ”  
“ to bring to g e th e r ,”  “ to draw  to  
g e th e r ,”  “ to u n ite ,”  “ to se rv e ,”  
“ to do good,”  and like term s.

Individuals place upon it  even a 
broader definition, and some of them 
appeal to me as being fa r  more in 
harmony w ith the etymology of the 
word than the  forced definition of j 
“ binding b ack .”  Tylor, in his m ost § 
excellent work, P rim itive  Culture, [ 
defines religion as “ a belief in sp irit-  \ 
ual beings.”  Does any S p iritua list i 
dare assert th a t he does not believe in j 
sp iritua l beings? I f  he does believe

in them , according to  Tylor, he is a 
relig ionist. I f  he does not believe in 
them , then he is a m ateria list, having 
no hope beyond the grave.

I have frequently  quoted from Car 
lisle, Emerson, F . E. Abbott, and 
M atthew Arnold, in my reference to 
the word, “ re lig ion .”  Their views 
are in teresting  and instructive, even 
to the non-religionists. Let any man 
read C arlisle’s Sartor R esartus, and 
then say th a t he has not been made 
b e tte r for so doing. I  honestly believe 
th a t he would be w illing to be counted 
as a relig ionist, if  he does read it.

L et him read the works of Emerson 
and then see w hat his m ental s ta te  w ill 
be. Emerson, i t  is true, was a trans- 
cendentalist, but his iaeals were not 
beyond the reach of very ordinary 
readers. He never disclaimed his be 
lie f in religion, and his beautifu l and 
helpful references to it  have aided 
m illions of people. L et any thinker 
read his poem, The Problem, and re  
port resu lts. The man who could 
w rite

“ H e  b u i l d e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  h e  k n e w ,
T h e  c o n s c i o u s  s t o n e  t o  b e a u t y  g r r e w ”

surely had religion.
F. E. A bbott says th a t religion is 

“ m an’s effort to perfect h im se lf .”  
Can any one take exception to  th a t 
sta tem ent? Isn ’t  there a need of 
self-im provem ent on the p art of every 
living being? H ave the non-religion 
ists arrived a t such a sta te  of perfec 
tion as to be able to claim they have 
no fu rth e r need of m ental, moral and 
sp iritual developm ent? Isn ’t  i t  the 
height of egotism to assume th a t one 
is possessed of all possible knowledge? 
For shame on those people who arro  
g a te  to them selves such ex travagan t 
v ir tu e s ! They know th a t every finite 
being is prone to err. M istakes edu 
cate us. The man who claim s th a t he 
makes no m istakes is either insane or 
an idiot. Following Mr. A bbo tt’s 
thought man m ust ever be striv ing  to 
be good and to  do good, if  he would 
perfec t him self in the cardinal v irtues 
of the soul. Love, mercy, justice, 
honesty, peace and sobriety constitute 
some of those v irtues.

M atthew Arnold says th a t “ religion 
is m orality touched w ith  em otion.”  
Here are thought and feeling united in 
righteous living. In te llec tuality  alone 
cannot round out human character. I t  
is as cold as a g litte rin g  iceberg th a t 
comes down to us frem  the northern 
seas. When emotion, under'the  guid  
ance of reason, is blended w ith in te l 
lectuality , there is a m elting together 
of all of the v ita l powers of the soul, 
which w ill redound to  the good of the 
individual in whose life the union 
takes place.

The paym ent of one hundred cents 
on the dollar in se ttling  one’s accounts 
is a p a rt of religion. The feeding of 
a hungry man, or the supplying of 
helpless women and children w ith fuel 
on a cold day, is religion. The caring 
for the sick and needy, the speaking 
of kind words, the giving of a 
friendly hand, the furnishing of a 
sunny sm ile, all are  expressions of 
religion. I f  they are given for the 
sake of the dollar they have become 
commercial in character, and selfish in 
principle. I t  seems alm ost beyond the 
pale of reason th a t people can be 
found in th is opening decade of the 
tw entieth  century who do not believe 
in righteousness, or in the in teg rity  of 
the soul, or in the eternality  of life. 
“ Like derelicts a t sea w ithout chart, 
compass, rudder or pilot, they are 
ad rift on the ocean of being, menaces 
alike to  the honest commerce of 
thought, and useless to  themselves, 
as having no purpuse for existing  and 
no harbor into which to take a cargo 
for the benefit of the ir fellow -m en.”  

H a r r i s o n  D .  B a r r e t t .

January  24, 1908.
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Spirits Manifest the World Over.
The Hindu Spiritual Magazine gives 

the two spirit m anifestations narrated  
below, which are similar to the experi 
ences of many in this and other countries:

The first relates to  a circumstance 
which occurred in public when the 
narra to r was a boy, and made a g rea t 
impression on him. The wife of a 
Babu living in a village near Calcutta 
fell several tim es as though fainting, 
and a t  those tim es the spirit of a de 
ceased relative appeared to her, and 
she apparently passed under his control. 
Many attem pts w ere made to send this 
spirit away, bu t w ithout success, until 
the m ost celebrated “ ghost-doctor”  in 
Bengal was sent for. On hearing th a t 
this doctor was to be summoned, the 
woman, as though under influence, be 
came very abusive, and when he arrived 
in the village she appeared grea tly  dis 
turbed. The “ ghost-doctor”  ordered 
the woman to be kep t in an upper room, 
and began reading aloud. Suddenly 
the woman again became furious, and 
tried to  g e t out; on the door being 
opened she rushed into the courtyard 
and sa t down on a bench which had 
been placed in readiness; she appeared 
to be in g rea t pain, and a f te r  repeating 
some m antram s, the exorcist forced the 
spirit to declare his name through the 
woman’s mouth. The spirit thoroughly 
proved his identity, for there w ere some 
present who thought i t  was all a trick, 
and he refused to leave the woman un 
less an offering was made a t  a certain  
shrine, and it was promised th a t this 
should be done. The spirit was one of 
those who are in an unhappy and un 
advanced condition in the other world 
on account of the ir evil disposition dur 
ing life.

The second narra tive  is by a native 
M aster of A rts, who was a t the  head of 
a Church missionary school, and who 
“ does not believe in ghosts .”  In the 
early morning, as he was alone in the 
house, he woke up and saw a lady com 
ing tow ards him. He was intensely 
astonished, bu t asked her nam e and 
business. She had a child w ith her, 
which seemed sickly; she said th a t its 
fa th e r  and grandfather w ere neglect 
ing it and if proper care was not taken  
it  would die in a few  days. She the re  
fore asked the schoolmaster to speak to 
the  child’s fa th e r and suggest the use 
of a remedy which she named. The 
child’s fa th e r was an assistan t m aster 
a t  the school, and his wife, who had 
appeared in the vision, was dead. The 
message was delivered, the remedy 
applied according to  the directions 
given by the deceased wife, and the  
child recovered. Perhaps the most 
rem arkable circumstance in th is n a rra  
tive is th a t the apparently  real form  of 
the deceased m other was holding in her 
arm s the equally vivid apparition of the 
still living child. From the m anner in 
which the story is narrated , i t  would 
seem th a t (as often happens when half 
awake) the percipient did not rem em  
ber th a t he was conversing w ith a de 
ceased person until a f te r  the lady had 
“ departed w ith the child in her a rm s.”

D i T A g n e s ! ^
r5 J  20 ye-ira’ ex  

p e r i e n c e  i n  t r e a t i n g  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  d i s e a s e ,  w i l l  
t a k e  t h e  s i c k  i n  h e r  o w n  h o m e  t o  t r e a t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
w i l l  b e  c o m f o r t a b l y  s i t u a t e d  a n d  r e c e i v e  e v e r y  c a r e .  
I f  y o u  a r e  n o t a b l e  t o  c o m e  t o  m e ,  a n d  d e s i r e  i t ,  i  
w i l  v i s i t  y o u  i n  y o u r  o w n  h o m e .  I  d i a g n o s e  d i s  
e a s e  e i t h e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o ld  p a t h o l o g y  o r  c l a i r -  
v o y a n t l y .  M y  m e t h o d  o f  p r a c t i c e  i s  t h e  B io c h e m -  
i c  ( l i f e  c h e m i s t r y ) .  I  c a n  c u r e  y o u .  W r i t e  t o m e  
b y  m y  s p i r i t u a l  n a m e

R O N A L D  R O M  Y E N ,
s l t f  331 E a s t  S e c o n d  S L ,

J a m e s t o w n ,  N .  Y .

January  25, IS

STARTLING PERSON/
EXPERIENCES.

(Continued from  page 5.)

in b righ t sunshine, while I was wall 
under the verandah, my coat was pul 
I turned round, and there stood 
Rees Lewis. As soon as he saw 1 
I recognized him he disappeared 
w rote to  his grandson in Cardiff, 
he had also w ritten  to  me, for 
le tte rs  crossed. His le tte r  stated 1 
his g rand father had passed away, 
was seven days a f te r  he passed a 
th a t he appeared to  me.

I have now presented a few of 
experiences in materializations, 
leave them  w ith your good judgn 
to  explain them . When fully mate: 
ized, the form s display emotions vs 
they m eet th e ir  relations and frie 
and I ask, if they are not the spirit 
the departed, who are they?

R em a rk a b le  C la irv o y a n t De«criptioz

Now as to  clairvoyance. Soon a 
my arrival in Melbourne Captain La 
of Echuca, called upon me, ha’ 
heard about the circle. I saw wall 
by his side the form s of a lady ai 
little  boy. I go t the ir names and g 
him descriptions of both of them, 
sa t down and cried, he was so pies 
to  g e t into communication with 
w ife and his grandson again, 
a fte rw ards becam e an earnest invi 
gator, and was the means of dev« 
ing one of the best mediums in ] 
bourne, Mrs. Rising. He was ( 
p resen t a t  a sitting  in Lygon sti 
Carlton, and being a very cautious s 
he requested one of the spirits to b 
som ething into the circle. He 
asked w hat he wished to have, an 
answered: “ An oak tree !”  I may 
you th a t oak tree s  are very scare! 
th a t p a rt of th e  world, but in less I 
two m inutes the re  w ere fifty or s 
acorns put on the table.

A  M i s s i n g  M a n  T r a c e d ,

J u s t  one other case I will reiati 
you. A Mr. H. (I am not a t libert; 
give his name) disappeared ra 
suddenly. His w ife called upon 
and brought an article he had wor 
see if I  could trace  him. I said he 
on board a vessel going to Eur 
Accordingly she w rote to  his relat 
in Europe, saying it  was poss 
“ Jo h n ” m ight be w ith them shoi 
Some m onths passed, however, anc 
w as not heard of. One day s 
v isitors w ere down a t  Franks 
walking in the scrub, when 
observed his clothes, w ith a towel 
stones put over them  to keep 1 
from  blowing away. There was a 
cam era, and in the pockets of 
clothes were found a w atch, chain 
key, the whole appearing as if  he 
gone to bathe and been drownec 
fact, he had told his w ife befori 
w ent out th a t he was going to  ‘ ‘ha 
dip”  and would take his camera 
snapshots. The articles were deliv 
to  his wife, and she brought th e  w 
coat to  me, s ta ting  th a t w hat I 
previously told her was all wrong, 
her poor husband was drowned, 
asking if nothing could be found of 
in the way of bones. She had j  
notice of his death in the papers, sta 
th a t he was accidentally drownei 
F rankston, had sold off her furni 
and gone into mourning. I tried a 
w ith the  w aistcoat and sta ted  tha 
w as “ in a country w here it  was dai 
meaning Europe. She declared 
th is could not be; he had “ goi 
Soon a f te r  th is  interview , howe 
she* received a le tte r  from  his par« 
inform ing her th a t if  John was wa 
he was w ith them . He was in Holl

I have often been asked whether 
tings injure my health. My replj 
use mediumship righ tly  and it is a 1 
sing to all. Use it in excess— 
comes the danger. The same law 
plies to  everything in life. There! 
I say mediumship is one of God’s gi 
es t blessings to  hum anity. .

In conclusion, I would ask, who 
w hat are these appearances ? A 
th irty  years’ experience I have arr 
a t  the conclusion th a t they are hu 
beings in another condition of l ife ; 
they feel and love ; th a t, in fact, 1 
are our dear ones, gone to a hij 
plane of existence. L et those of 
who realize the fac ts  push on the f 
work of Spiritualism, so th a t it maj 
b ra te  throughout the world, and i 
all to understand th a t they are br 
ers. Above all, le t us keep Spirit 
ism free from sect, creed and dog 
and make it  as free  as the air 
breathe. In the words of the poet 
can tru ly  say :

“ T h e  w o r l d  h a t h  f e l t  a  q u i c k e n i n g  b r e a t h  
F r o m  H e a v e n ’s  e t e r n a l  s h o r e .

A n d  s o u l s  t r i u m p h a n t  o v e r  d e a t h  
R e t u r n  t o  e a r t h  o n c e  m o r e  ! ”

T ru th  for authority, not authority 
tru th .
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LIGHT M  EVERYWHERE Another View of Organization.

NORTH

SOUTH

f n e  d r j v x n m q  • m t o n e s

T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  c o n d u c t e d  to  e n a b l e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  
a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k e r s  t o  k e e p  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k .  S e n d  u s  n o t i c e s  o f  y o u r  e n g a g e  
m e n t s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  O f f ic e r s  o f  s o c i e  
t i e s ,  s e n d  u s  r e p o r t s  o f  y o u r  m e e t i n g s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s ,  
w h a t  s p e a k e r s  y o u  h a v e ,  y o u r  e l e c t i o n s ,  r e p o r t s  o f  a n  
n u a l  a n d  o t h e r  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g s ,  i n  f a c t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  
y o u  "W ould  l i k e  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  o t h e r  s o c ie t ie s .

W r i t e  r e p o r t s  w i t h  t y p e w r i t e r  o r  p l a i n l y  w i t h  p e n  
a n d  i n k .  N e v e r  u s e  a  p e n c i l  o r  w r i t e  o n  b o t h  s id e s  o f 
t h e  p a p e r .
_ M a k e  i t e m s  s h o r t  a n d  to  t h e  p o i n t .  W e  w i l l  a d j u s t
'■ .hem to  s u i t  t h e  s p a c e  w e  h a v e  to  u s e . A  w e e k ly  m i  

c e  o f  y o u r  m e e t i n g s  w r i t t e n  o n  a  p o s t a l  c a r d  w o u ld  
j o c k  w e l l  i n  t h i s  c o l u m n .

A lw a y s  s ig n  y o u r  f u l l  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  to  e v e r y  
c o m m u n i i  a t i n n ;  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  
a  g u a r a n t e e  o f  g o o d  f a i t h ;  ‘‘c o r r e s p o n d e n t ”  o r  “ s u b s c r i  
b e r ”  g i v e s u s n o c l n e t o t h e a u t h o r .  T h e  p r i n t e d  a r t i c l e  
c a n  b e  s ig n e d  t h a t  w a y  i f  y o u  w is h  i t  b u t  w e  m u s t  h a v e  
y o u r  n a m e  f o r  o u r  o w n  i n f o r m a t i o n .

M a n u s c r i p t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  s t a m p s  a r e  
e n c lo s e d  f o r  r e t u r n  p o s t a g e .  I f  n o t  u s e d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  
r e t a i n e d  t h i r t y  d a y s  a n d  t h e n  d e s t r o y e d .  R e t a i n  c o p ie s  
o f  p o e m s  a s  w e  d o  n o t  r e t u r n  t h e m  i f  w e  c a n  n o t  u s e  
t h e m .

S u g g e s t io n s  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  p a p e r  a r e l n -  "Hm.

Syracuse N. Y.
The Lone S ta r  S p iritualist Society is 

still holding services a t  1002 Mont 
gom ery s tree t, w ith  Mrs. A dalire 
Cooper as speaker. The seats a re  well 
filled a t  each m eeting. The ladies are 
holding seances a t  d ifferent homes and 
m any orthodox people are opening th e ir  
parlors fo r th e  speaker, to  hear th e  
m essages she is able to  receive  ̂ and 
tran sm it to  the  audience. The proceeds 
a re  added to  our treasu ry .

We have s ta rte d  a library , have 
about fo rty  volumes and some of them  
are Spiritual w orks. W e have Carlyle, 
P etersilyea’s S p irit le tte rs . The Con 
gregational m in iste r’s w ife has become 
in terested  enough to  ask the  privilege 
of reading it.

We charge five cents per week for the 
use of the  books.

Jan u ary  31st we expect to have a 
poverty social. Supper will be served, 
for which a charge of 15 cents will be 
made. ___ ________

Philadelphia Note.
The Rev. G. Tabor Thompson, fo r 

merly a B ap tis t clergym an, officiates 
a t  the Tem ple of the F irs t Association 
of S p iritua lis ts , founded 1852. Lyceum 
founded 1864. Services a t  10:30 a. m. 
and 7:30 p. m.

Lyceum, 2 :30 p. m.
Capt. F rancis J .  Pefferf P resident.
F . H. M orrell, S ecretary .

Pittsburg, Pa.
F irs t Church of Spiritualists, Bouquet 

s tree t, Oakland. S unday—Lyceum, 
9:45 a. m .; Services, 10:45 a. m .; 
Thought exchance, 6 p. m .; Services, 
7:45 p. m. Ladies’ Aid, Thursdays, 
2:45 p. m .; Thursday services, 7:45 p. m.

Visitors welcome.

Memorial Services.
On the evening of January  12th 

a service w as held in the  chapel of 
the M orris P ra tt  In s titu te , commemo 
ra tiv e  of the transition  of one o f its 
founders, and its  first p residen t, Moses 
H ull. The m eeting was opened by 
song, and an address by Prof. W eaver, 
on the charac teristics of Mr. H u ll’s 
life . Mrs. M attie  H ull gave an ad  
dress on the  la st m onths of his life  
and work on th e  • Pacific Coast, 
toge ther w ith  incidents of his sickness 
and burial in th a t far-aw ay land. Mrs. 
A lfe re tta  N iver spoke on th e  home life 
of her fa th e r; of his g re a t love and 
kindness shown to children, and of his 
patience and adap tab ility  to m eet 
th e ir  requirem ents. He w as never 
known to say to a child m aking an ap  
peal to him , “ Go away, I am busy 
now ,’ ’ bu t would a t  once g ive him his 
atten tion  and se t him  a t  ease.

The senior class, and a ll whom it 
was th e ir  p leasure to  have known Mr. 
Hull, took p a r t in the services, and 
expressed th e ir  personal esteem , both 
as a friend and for the vast am ount of 
work he perform ed as a w rite r  and 
lecturer for the cause he so much 
loved.

Thus would we do honor to the 
memory of one who spent more than 
forty years of his life  in b a ttlin g  for 
th e  tru th  and spread of every reform  
embodied in the teachings of S p iritu a l 
ism.

L. S. We a v e r , Sec’y.

Married.
Mr. W. W. Kelsey, of Cortland, N. 

Y., and Mrs. M ary E. Clark, of Roch 
ester, N. Y., w ere m arried recently a t 
Rochester by the Rev. B. F. Austin, of 
Plymouth Church. Both are well-known 
Spiritualist w orkers. The Sunflower 
extends congratulations and wishes our 
friends many years of unalloyed bliss.

There is no beautifier like the wish to 
sc a tte r  joy and not pain around us.

A LEGENDARY BALLAD.

[According to  a tradition, which is still preserved 
am ong the inhabitants, the city of Liege owed all its  
greatness to  the discovery o f coal in its  neighborhood  
by a poor blacksm ith, w ho w as w ith ou t means to  
purchase charcoal, and, by order o f a m ysterious v is 
itor, heaped on his fire the black stones which he 
found in the m ountains.]

The blacksm ith’s shop is silent,
H is furnace no more g low s,

H is anvil no more ringeth  
Beneath his m ighty b lo w s;

His dwelling no more soundeth  
W ith merry w orking song,

Trilled forth in lusty gladness 
To speed his work along;

But m oodily he leaneth  
Upon the quiet forge,

And mournfully he gazeth  
Far up the m ountain gorge.

“ N ow , wherefore art thou idle,
Thou sta lw art son of m ight?

And wherefore has thy  furnace 
No gleam ing fire bright ?

Come, come! and let us enter 
This sm oky house o f thine,

And drink to  happy future 
A brimming cup of w ine.”

Thus spake unto the blacksmith  
A man of dwarfish frame,

Who seemed from earth uprising,
So suddenly he came.

“ Right g lad ly  w ert thou welcome 
If aught to  give were m ine;

But lo! m y wife and children 
For bread in hunger pine.

And wherefore am I idle ?
I ’ll tell thee, stranger, w hy:

One jo t  I ’ve n ot of charcoal,
Nor silver more to  b u y .”

“ Go, quickly, up the m ountain,
The black stones gather fast,

And pile them on thy furnace,
And ply the roaring b la st.” i 

Thus spoke the dw arf unto him,
And vanished from his sight,

While, all amazed, the blacksmith  
Climbs up the rocky height;

And, bringing stones, he heaps them  
Upon the empt}- grate,

And sw ift the creaking bellows 
He plies a t rapid rate.

“ N ow , thanks to  holy Peter,
And blessed be his n a m e!”

The blacksm ith cries, as he espies 
Leap from the stones a flame.

“ Oh, wife! oh, wife and children!
A miracle is done!

Come! come, and see h ow  brightly  
Blazes the burning s to n e !”

For bread no more the blacksmith  
Did ever w a n t again,

But rich he grew  and honored 
Among his fellow-men.

And Liege, th a t m ighty cit^q 
Of w ealth  and ease the home,

Owes all to  him, the happy man,
Who found the burning stone.

—C. A. Janvier.
The above  w a s  published A u gust 2S, 1852, in the 

Spiritua l Telegraph.

Miss Emily G. Beebe.
Miss Emily G. Beebe passed to  sp irit 

life from  her home in Rochester, N. Y., 
Jan u ary  4, 1908. H er death  was peace 
ful. She enjoyed her good mind and 
faculties up to  the last moment, though 
a t  an advanced age. She w as a mem 
ber o f the Plym outh Spiritual Church, 
and will be missed by a large circle of 
Spiritualists. H er acquaintance was 
extended all over the United S tates. 
She was a good woman and fa ith fu l 
Spiritualist, alw ays b rig h t and smiling, 
and w as one of the  oldest w orkers in 
the cause.

A m an’s s treng th , in th is life, is 
often  g re a te r  from  some single word re  
m em bered and cherished, than in arm s 
and a rm o r.—Beecher.

Adventures With Ghosts.
Mr. E lliott O’Donnell, of England, has 

published a pam phlet, entitled Bona- 
fide A dventures w ith Ghosts. H aunted 
houses are his delight. He also finds 
them  in the open air. He re la tes th a t 
on one occasion, while cycling along a 
s tra ig h t s tre tch  of road, he was passed 
by a cyclist whom he saw ride with a 
crash into the back of a van which had 
for some tim e been seen on the road. 
On reaching the spot, however, Mr. 
O’Donnell could see no sign of the man 
or his machine. The van was a real 
one, and Mr. O’Donnell afte rw ards 
lea rn t th a t a cyclist had been killed on 
th a t very spot by a sim ilar accident.

I t  is not only our duty to  m ake the 
rig h t known, b u t to m ake it  prevalent.

Rogers, A rk ., Jan u ary  19, 1908. 
Editor Sunflower:

“ J u s t why this condition should ob 
ta in  so generally  throughout the nation 
is a problem to which every S piritualist 
should most earnestly  devote him self in 
order th a t  a solution of the  sam e m ay 
be found and a rem edy applied.”

The above item  appears in the Sun 
flower of January  11, 1908, in an article 
deploring the indifference of Spiritual 
is ts  w ith reference to the financial sup 
po rt o f S p iritualist organizations. In 
harm ony w ith the above request I will 
give my solution of the  problem, which 
will be thoroughly sa tu ra ted  w ith  the 
rem edy. In my boyhood d iy s  it  was 
custom ary for those who danced to  pay 
the  fiddler, and it is certainly the duty, 
and obligatory, upon all Spiritualists, 
who seem desirous by organic conquest 
to  supersede the m inistration of the  an  
gel world in establishing a world-wide 
knowledge of the fac t of sp irit com 
munion, to  reach deep in th e ir  own 
pockets and pay th e ir  own bills. W hat 
r ig h t has any one to demand th e  hard- 
earned dollar to  be throw n in the lap of 
luxury when it is needed to  keep the 
wolf from  the door ? No, the  man th a t  
can earn  only one dollar per day m ust 
prize the  value of th a t  dollar carefully, 
if  he wishes to  care fo r his fam ily in a 
decent way and educate his children, as 
any fa th e r  should. But, of course, 
orthodox indoctrination gives all, even 
to  th e  la st farth ing , and such method is 
regarded highly commendable.

A p ro testan t bishop draw s a sa lary  of 
$5,000 per year. I f  se t aside he gets 
one y e a r’s salary free, and $2,500 per 
year fo r the  balance of his life and the 
poor victims give th e ir  p ittance because 
i t  is a sacrilegious sin to  refuse, and 
th e re  a re  many Spiritualists.thoroughly 
convinced of sp iritual phenom ena and 
m inistration of angels who seem care 
less about investigating  th e  divine rev  
elations of natu ra l, uncreated, im m uta 
ble law. They seem to p re fe r the ir 
orthodox worship of person, ra th e r  than  
be governed by the divine principles of 
natu ra l law, which declare th a t  the re  
can be no big I  and little  you among 
Spiritualists, except i t  be m erited  by 
good behavior. All classes and organi 
zations are seasoned w ith  the  tw o ex 
trem es, profligacy and stinginess. I t  
requires th e  prestige, power and influ 
ence of organization w ith  a  severe pen 
alty  to  ex tra c t cash from  them.

When I was twenty-five years of age, 
and a m em ber of the  Disciple Church, 
the  books of A. J .  Davis fell to  my lot 
fo r investigation. Suffice i t  to  say th a t 
in a few  m onths my fea r of God, my 
fea r  of the  Devil, and my fea r of hell 
w ere all buried in the tomb of oblivion. 
Only one of my fea rs  escaped u tte r  ex 
tinction, and th a t was my fea r  of sin 
ning, th a t  aw ful sin th a t  Jesus says 
cannot be forgiven, neither in th is world 
nor in th e  world to  come. I t  is now 
forty-five years since I learned th a t  n a t 
ural law controls spiritual existence as 
surely as the physical, th a t  if  I sin 
aga inst n a tu ra l law in the  physical 
th e re  is no forgiveness. N a tu re ’s laws 
have no redeem er to  scapegoat my 
m eanness out of sight, neither in th is 
world nor in th e  world to  come. No 
wisdom in burning my hand fo r the 
pleasurable sensation’realized a f te r  it is 
relieved from  pain. N either is there 
any wisdom in tak ing  any advantage of 
any one, for the resu lt will be a g rea te r  
disadvantage in some place and some 
tim e.

Any and all things seem to have the ir 
day by v irtue of na tu ra l selection, ar.d 
th e  organic wing of Spiritualism  has a 
legitim ate right-of-w ay. The N .S.A . as 
a stru c tu re  began a t  pu tting  on the roof 
first, and, while i t  is barely enclosed, 
its  sym pathizers a ra  vainly and ra th e r  
exasperatingly fishing fo r a foundation 
whereon to  re s t the ir speculative s tru c  
tu re . There a re  many thousands of 
natu ra listic  Spiritualists who g e t su 
prem ely tired  out w ith the  theological 
and financial poundings from  th is o r 
ganic wing, so much so th a t they lose 
the ir in te res t in supporting Spiritual 
papers. The only possiole rem edy is 
fo r every S piritualist to live tru e  tiqjhis 
own convictions, pay his own bills, and 
not a ttem p t to  force money from  per 
sons whose consciensious convictions a re  
diam etrically opposed to the  m aintain 
ing or sustaining of any so rt or kind of 
priesthood.

The N. S. A. theory of inducing 
legislation to condemn au i punish all 
the mediums who exercise the ir g if t 
w ithout permission to do so„by the 
proper au thorities of the N. S. A. re  
minds one of a “ shriek from  the inquis 
ition, or a  groan from  the g rave of 
Calvin. ”  Theories, require an energetic 
force of m issionary work for their 
dissemination, bu t the  m inistration of 
angels is a m a tte r  o f experience, the 
world over, in every hovel and m an 
sion. You may presum e to dam the

w aters o f the  Mississippi w ith  a chip, 
bu t no organization is in prossession of 
th a t  infinite wisdom required to  issue 
any so rt of credentials on mediumship.

In conclusion I wish to  say  th a t the  
laborer who produces all the necessaries 
and luxuries of life has m any dem ands 
for his hard-earned dollars. H e should, 
necessarily, first of all pay fo r a Spir 
itua lis t paper; second, a home clear of 
debt; th ird , a reasonable bank account, 
so th a t he m ay enjoy a b it of inde 
pendence and not feel too hum iliatingly 
subservient to  the presum ptive theo 
logical bosses who would d ic ta te  the 
use of his dollar to their own selfish 
in te rests .

I have now given a few  thoughts on 
the  problem and rem edy, to  be applied 
as above described. Should th is item  
appear in the  Sunflower le t no reader 
f re t  concerning th e  fa te  of Spiritualism , 
fo r  all discussion and theorizing on the 
sub ject cannot affect the  mission of 
Spiritualism , fo r the  success and on 
w ard m arch of Spiritualism  is entirely  
and absolutely dependent on the  stand  
ard of ethical culture. Therefore, the 
question em inently preponderous is not 
which wing of argum entation , if  any, 
do you sym pathize w ith? No, no. B ut 
has my past, p resen t and fu tu re  expec 
ta tion  fo r the  balance of my earth ly  
days been and being spent in harm ony 
w ith my highest ideals of r ig h t living 
and rig h t doing? When once ethical 
culture shall have buried theories and 
the ir u tility  out of sigh t we may expect 
to  realize the signification of Spir 
itualism. M o s e s  W h i s l e r

DR. T. A. BLAND.

A  B r ie f  S k etch  o f  H is  L ife  and  W ork.

Dr. T. A. Bland, whose transition  to  
th e  higher life of sp irit realm  occurred 
on the 3d of January , w as a m an whose 
search fo r tru th  and love of justice  and 
hum anity, and whose service added a 
life of value to  human record.

He was born in 1830, of Q uaker p a r 
ents, in Indiana, in a log cabin which 
they had built in a thick forest. He 
worked as a fa rm er’s boj/ un til tw en ty  
years of age,- his school days ending a t  
fifteen.

His eagerness for knowledge led him 
to study g ram m ar w ithout a  teacher. 
A t tw enty-tw o he m arried Miss M ary C. 
Davis, a native o f Virginia. H e studied 
medicine a f te r  his m arriage, and prac 
ticed a while a f te r  coming from  college. 
H is desire to  benefit his fellow-beings 
led him to teach in his lectures how uo 
g e t well and keep well, which is the 
title  of one of his books.

W hen I first m et Dr. Bland in W ash 
ington, D. C., in the  la te  ’70’s, he was 
earnestly  advocating the  claim of the 
Indian for justice from  our governm ent 
in th e  fulfillm ent of trea tie s  and prom  
ises made to  them . He w as correspond 
ing secreta ry  of the  Indian D efense 
Association and of the  N ational A rbi 
tra tio n  League, and president o f tl e 
Eclectic Medical Society of the  D istric t 
of Columbia. L ite ra ry  work had more 
a ttrac tion  for Dr. Bland than th a t o f the 
medical profession, and Mrs. Bland was 
a co-worker in th a t  d irect on.

In 1870 Dr. Bland published his first 
book, Farm ing  as a Profession, which 
had a large sale. In April, 1878, he lo 
cated in W ashington city. F or ten 
years he edited the Council F ire; for 
one year th e  Free Commonwealth. In 
1879 Dr. B land’s Life of General B utler 
was published. In 1880 his Reign of 
Monopoly, in 1881, How to Grow Rich, 
an anti-monopoly brochure; in 1832, the 
L ife of A. B. Meacham, in 1892, Esau, 
a Political Novel, and in 1894, his medi 
cal work.

The Blands came to  Chicago in 1898. 
He w as elected secretary  of the A m er 
ican Medical Union in 1899, which posi 
tion he held up t.i the  tim e of his de 
parture. In 1902 he issued In the World 
Celestial, which a ttrac ted  much a tte n  
tion. The Pioneers o f P rogress, his 
la te s t work, is one th a t will be prized 
by studen ts of the fu tu re , and of all 
who do not enjoy much leisure, fo r its 
lifelike presentation  of characters who 
have enriched human nobility.

Dr. B land’s services and w ritings ever 
directed to human w elfare and up lift 
ing, place him on the record of noble 
souls in sym pathy w ith human needs 
and seeking to help hum anity tow ard 
the  ligh t of tru th , love and justice, an 
exam ple for em ulation.—Lucinda B. 
Chandler, in The Progressive Thinker.

Have No Fear, No Regret.
Who would not ra th e r  go down into 

the evening of life, and out into the 
valley and shadow of death, with the 
sw eet consciousness of h iv ing  done 
w hat he could to  m ake the world b e tte r 
than  to  have borne all the em pty hon 
ors th a t tim e and w ealth  can confer? I t  
is not w hat we m ust leave behind, bu t 
w hat we shall take w ith us, th a t should 
m ake us glad th a t we have lived.



January  25, 1908

\

B THE SUNFLOWER.
in<mmm«i\uw\nm\u\v<A\u

ON THE TRAIL
In te re stin g  Le tte r f ro m  M r s .  Bach , 

one o f  the F o rm e r  E d ito r s  
o f  the Su n flow e r.

Tuesday, December 24, 1907, Miss 
M. C. Brandt and myself started  up the 
United S tates Government tra il for 
Camp Sturdevant, eleven miles back in 
the Sierra Madre mountains, fo r a 
holiday outing.

We took a burro packed w ith our 
bedding and food enough to last several 
days, but we walked. W e “ hit the 
tra il”  a t  the p re tty  town of S ierra 
Madre, which lies a t  the very foot of 
th e  mountains.

We wore costumes appropriate to 
mountain climbing, short skirts, leg- 
gins, bloomers, light waists, sun hats 
and a handkerchief tied around our 
necks.

The tra il is a niche cut on the side of 
the mountain ju s t wide enough to walk 
on. You could not pass a  packed burro 
on the trail and if he was obliged to 
tu rn  around he would put his four feet 
close together and tu rn  as if on a pivot.

The trail follows in and out, some 
tim es going back and down half a mile 
before the side of the nex t mountain is 
reached, then comes to  the fron t again, 
often coming out to a sharp point and 
perhaps overlooking a precipice several 
hundred fee t high. From these points 
we could overlook the beautiful San 
Gabriel valley w ith its dozens of towns, 
surrounded w ith fru it ranches, mostly 
oranges, which are now hanging full of 
ripe and green oranges and blossoms.

For the first th ree miles we could see 
over this valley most of the time, then 
we w ent up into the Big Santa Anita 
canyon. A t th ree and one-half miles 
we passed a tra il leading down deep 
into the canyon about three-fourths of 
a mile to  the home of a herm it who 
passes the tim e according to  his own 
fancy, cultivating a little soil, and living 
in a stone house which has the distinction 
of having no window in it.

A t five miles we reached the first 
w ater, which was a stream  of sparkling 
mountain w ater which twinkled down a 
canyon, out of which we quenched our 
th irst. Here, also, we passed a ten t 
which is occupied p a r t of the  year by a 
family who have leased 20 acres from 
the governm ent (these mountains be 
long to  Uncle Sam and are forest 
reserve) for the purpose of cultivating 
and building them  a mountain home.

On we w ent th ree miles winding in 
and out until we came to W inter Creek, 
a camping place. H ere also was w ater 
and a te n t occupied by parties who 
have leased land and are improving it 
to  m ake a reso rt where m ountaineers 
can find com fortable accommodations.

H ere we stopped half an hour to  rest 
and ea t our lunch. Before sta rting  on 
the  trip  we made inquiries hoping to 
find other parties, ineluding a man, who 
m ight wish to make the trip , thinking 
the re  m ight be em ergencies where a 
m an’s strength  m ight be required, but 
we found none. Ju s t before sta rting  a 
young lady handed us a token for 
Christmas, saying it was something we 
m ight need on the trip . Our woman’s 
curiosity go t the b e tte r  of us and so we 
had to  investigate. I t  proved to  be a 
box of home-made candy, and a candy 
man w ith the inscription, “ Here is a 
man to take care of you, if you don’t  
like him lick him .”  W e were very 
choice of our little man and did not 
“ lick”  him until we got our burro 
“ cinched,”  an operation whiehed is sup 
posed to require the strength  of a man. 
Then when we considered th a t he rode 
all the w ay and slept in the pavilion, 
while we walked and slept out in the 
open on the ground under the trees 
where we m ight have been attacked by 
mountain lion, wild cat, or grizzly 
bear, which live in these mountains, 
we decided he deserved to be licked.

We journeyed on th ree miles fu rther, 
reaching S turdevant’s Camp a t 3 p. m. 
No one lives there and the only buildings 
are three open pavilions, made of logs 
and limbs, the shingles and floor being 
the only sawed 1 amber in them , and 
this had to be brought here eleven miles 
by burro pack. A cabin of hewed logs, 
which is now used by the mountain 
rangers and is locked, being Govern 
m ent property.

There is a partly  inclosed kitchen, 
w ith a cook stove, so we proceeded to 
g e t our supper, then g a th er wood for 
our camp fire, and dry cypress leaves 
for our bed, over which We spread our 
blankets, and stuffed bags with cypress 
leaves for our pillows.

A fter th ree hours around our camp 
fire we took the  stones we had heated 
for foot warm ers and w ent to bed, 
under the beautiful ta ll pine trees, w ith 
the sta rs  for a canopy. We were 
monarchs of the forest, for there was 
no living being within th ree miles.

As this was Christmas eve, we three,

Miss Brandt, the burro, whom we a f te r  
ward named Miss Faithful, and myself 
hung up our stockings, and the next 
morning, to our am azement, Santa 
Clause had brought each of us things 
according to our liking.

Christmas was spent getting  our 
camp well organized, and roaming the 
beautiful canyon near by. We ate  our 
dinner out of doors, and had our table 
p rettily  decorated w ith California holly, 
which grows abundantly in the moun 
tains. I t  was a bright, sunshiny day as 
most every day is in California, and very 
warm. We did not see anyone all day, 
bu t enjoyed each o ther’s company and 
the beauties of nature.

Thursday we w ent up to  Mt. Wilson 
peak. I t  was three miles from  our 
camp, up a very steep trail, so steep 
th a t i t  was zig-zag most of the  way. 
The ascent w as 2,384 fee t in the th ree 
miles. Camp S turdevant is 3,500 fee t 
altitude and Mt. Wilson peak is 5,884 
altitude.

Mt. Wilson is very noted, both as a 
reso rt and on account of the  large ob 
servatory th a t is being established 
there. There are fo rty  one and two- 
room bungalows, a large hotel, w ater 
tank and other buildings. Several 
millions will be the cost of the Carnegie 
observatory which is being erected by 
the  government. There are th ree large 
buildings and several small ones and it 
will be several years y e t before it is 
completed.
A special tra il had to  be made to  bring 
the  m aterial for construction and the 
large telescopes up. I t  is eleven miles 
long, is wide enough for an automobile, 
and cost $40,000 to build. There is 
another trail nine miles long, which 
s ta rts  from Sierra Madre, which is used 
to  walk up or go by horse or burro 
riding.

Friday we stayed in camp, go t up 
two days’ supply of fuel, and cooked 
provisions for two days. Toward even 
ing it clouded up and began to  look like 
rain and so we moved our bed into one 
of the pavilions, which was very lucky, 
for it did rain. We had planned to ge t 
an early s ta r t  and walk to W estfork, 
seven miles fu rthe r back in the moun 
tains on the trail, and re tu rn  the same 
day, bu t it remained cloudy and we 
w ere in the clouds all day. I t  did not 
clear up and we w ere obliged to stay 
in the kitchen all day and keep a little 
fire to  keep dry.

Sunday morning when we awoke we 
found ice on our w ater pail, the only 
natural ice I have seen th is w inter. 
We proceeded to  break camp as we had 
planned to return  on th is day, and ju st 
as we w ere ready to  “ cinch”  our burro 
th ree young men came along, who came 
down from  Mt. Wilson and were going 
to  Sierra Madre by way of S turdevant’s 
camp. We accepted the ir services to 
“ cinch”  our burro, then “ licked”  our 
little  man and s ta rted  on the trail. We 
came down in four and one-half hours, 
w ith our shoes p re tty  well worn out, 
b u t none the worse for w ear otherwise. 
In fact, I think we were much the 
gainers for our six days alone in the 
mountains.

We have all heard th a t a  burro will 
ea t every thing he can g e t hold of. 
The first tim e I  fed her the “ sporting” 
sheets of the Sunday Times, she a te  it, 
the nex t tim e on a sheet of heavy, pink 
wrapping paper, she a te  th a t, the nex t 
tim e on a pasteboard box cover, and 
she a te  tha t. She would leave her 
cracked oats and green feed for an old 
paper any time. On the trail you ju s t 
tu rn  them  loose and walk on behind. 
They cannot g e t off the trail, nor can 
you. They will walk on many miles 
and carry  150 pounds. You cannot 
hurry them, and they walk very slow, 
and if you pack them too heavy they 
will not go a t  all. I f  anything gets 
loose on the pack they will stop and 
w ait for you to  fix it. They understand 
their business, their capacity and speed. 
They attend to  the ir business and ex 
pect you to  do the same.

E v i e l e n a  P . B a c h .
San Gabriel, Cal.

Girl’s Dream Comes True.
New York, Jan . 18.—In strange 

fulfillm ent of his young daugh ter’s 
dream, Henry Lasch, a well-known 
w est side real es ta te  broker, dropped 
dead of apoplexy to-day.

Mr. Lasch, who lived in W est 
N inety-fifth stree t, had gone to No. 
178 W est N inety-fourth s tree t, for 
which property he was agent, to see 
about having new locks pu t on the 
He was standing in the hallway ta lk ing  
to Mrs. W ilkens, th e w ife o f the jan ito r, 
when he fell dead

When told of the death, the daughter, 
E thel, said : “ Mother, my dream
has come true. I dreamed last night 
th a t I saw fa the r in his coffin,”

The g irl and her s is ter swooned, when 
they realized the ir loss.

W hat I m ust do is all th a t concerns 
me, not w hat people think.

Truthful Spiritual Foretelling.
The following “ prize ghost s to ry ,”  

by Jennie E. Phillips, of San F ran  
cisco, was published in the Swastika, 
the particulars of which, she says, can 
be corroborated by well-known persons, 
whose names she sent to the editor of 
S w astik a :

“ Several years ago I  was living in 
San Francisco and my elder brother, 
Jack , was in New Orleans. I t  was 
la te  in the spring, and he had 
mentioned in a le tte r  th a t the  weathe 
was hot. In a dream I saw him fal 
from a high tower on to  a railroad 
track  l i t  by many electric ligh ts, and 
w ith piles of snow on each side. He 
lay w ith his le ft arm crumpled under 
him , and to  a ll appearance he was 
dead. S trangers w ere about to  pick 
him up, when a cousin, whom I had 
not seen fo r many years, came running 
up and bent over him . Some days 
afterw ards [ received a telegram  and 
le tte r  saying th a t Jack  had had an 
accident in New York and had broken 
his arm . The facts proved to  be tha t, 
having suddenly heard w here th is 
long-lost cousin lived, he had gone 
E ast to  v is it him . He found him 
placing an electric light system in the 
large railw ay yards. Our cousin took 
my brother up into the lighting  
tower, and Jack, being unaccustomed 
to  the snow and ice, slipped and fe ll a 
g rea t distance to the tracks beneath.

“ Jack  returned to New Orleans and 
gave good reports of his health . One 
night, while reading in bed, I became 
conscious of a heavy breathing ju s t be 
neath my pillow. I could find nothing 
in the house to account for this, but i t  
was repeated on successive nights, 
beginning about midnight, and became 
louder, growing into sobs th a t moved 
the pillows and clothing as each n igh t 
wore on. My aunt said it was a sp irit 
communication, but on sitting  round a 
tab le  we only got “ N o”  in reply to 
all our questions. Then my aunt re  
quested th a t the breathing should stop 
un til we could find some means of 
communication. Instan tly  i t  ceased.

“ Three days la te r a le tte r  arrived 
from  New Orleans announcing the 
sudden death of my bro ther on the a f te r  
noon of the night on which I first heard 
the breathing. An autopsy showed 
he had been internally injured when he 
fell on to the railroad track. L ater we 
remembered th a t when sitting  a t  the 
table we had not asked if Jack were 
dead, th a t being the fa rth es t from my 
thoughts, so the  reply No was quite 
true  of the questions we had asked. 
A fterw ards my brother came to  us 
often when sitting  around the table, 
and answered many queries for us.

“ Once the invisible en tity  which 
moved the table claimed to be a prom 
inent Californian who had lost his life 
many years before in a trag ic m anner. 
I was acquainted w ith his daughters, 
and he asked me to  bring them, or take 
a message to them. I refused, as they 
were Catholics, and I kne w th a t they 
would call it the work of the devil. He 
then asked us to send for a young man 
who lived in the hotel, and whom we 
considered disagreeable, and refused to 
give us peace until we complied. When 
th is young man touched the table, 
which was of heavy oak, it seemed as 
if it would break to pieces, and it 
rapidly spelled out, ‘You are a m ur 
d e re r.’ The young man was furious, 
but, as if  impelled by a force he could 
not resist, he confessed th a t he had 
accidentally killed a man in the moun 
tains of Arizona, th ree years before, 
thinking he was try ing to  rob h im .”

London Light, which republished the 
story, makes the following comments, 
all of which are to the point:

This narrative is rem arkable for the 
variety  of means employed for mani 
festing spirit presence, and for the 
num ber of unknown and unexpected 
fac ts  communicated. We have first a 
dream, in which the details of an acci 
dent w ere correctly seen, including the 
heaps of snow (which could not have 
been suggested by previous knowledge, 
as the percipient thought th a t her 
brother was in a warm  clim ate), also 
the unexpected m eeting of the brother 
with a cousin of whose whereabouts 
she knew nothing. In the second inci 
dent we have clairaudience (sounds of 
breathing and sobs) and answers given 
through the table, which were correct 
as regards the questions put. The 
third case, though the identity of the 
Californian gentlem an was not proved, 
shows th a t this communicator pos 
sessed knowledge which forced the 
young man to confess a fac t previously 
unknown to the sitters, and perhaps to 
any living person, other than himself. 
In fact, if we except the wish of the 
Californian gentlem an to send a mes 
sage to his daughters, there was not a 
single fea tu re  in any of the communi 
cations received which would be likely 
to  arise spontaneously in the minds of 
the percipient or sitters.
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SURE DEATHJTO GRIPPE.
The Reliance Guaranteed Grippe Cure.

Home Treatment. Sure Relief. T h i s  r e m e d y  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  s u c  

c e s s f u l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c u r e d ,  a n d  n o t  a  s i n g l e  f a i l u r e  o n  
r e c o r d .  I t  i s  a  “ S U R E  S H O T "  f o r  t h e  g r i p p e  a n d  s a v e s  t h e  p a t i e n t  f r o m  t h e  H O R R I B L E  
A F T E R  E F F E C T S .  I t  C u r e s  b y  k i l l i n g  t h e  g e r m s .  I t  c o n t a i n s  n o  i n j u r i o u s  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  
a n d  i s  M A R V E L O U S  I N  C U R A T I V E  E F F E C T S .  T h i s  r e m e d y  s h o u l d  b e  i n  e v e r y  h o m e ,  
f o r  n o  o n e  k n o w s  w h e n  t h e  d r e a d  d i s e a s e  w i l l  b e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s o m e  f o r m .

T he  T e rm s  F or T re a tm e n t A re E x tre m e ly  Low.
T h e  R e l i a n c e  G r i p p e  C u r e  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  c h a r g e s  

p r e p a i d  f o r  O N E !  D O L  L_ A  R  .  I t  i s  w o r t h  T E N  T I M E S  t h a t  a m o n n t  t o  a n y o n e  
w h o  i s  a f f l i c t e d .

S o m e  o f  t h e  s y m p t o m s  o f  g r i p p e  i n  i t s  v a r i e d  f o r m s :

P p « i n i r i l t n r A /  F V l f t T I  S o r e  t h r o a t ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  a c h i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e  b o d y ,  
* V C S P * *  j  * v J I l i l »  s n e e z i n g  a n d  c o u g h ,  c h i l l s  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  b a c k .

N P P V O I I Q  F o r m  S l i g h t  f e v e r ,  s e v e r e  h e a d a c h e ,  p a i n  i n  b a c k  a n d  l i m b s ,  w i t h  
V i  u i  i n .  m a r k e d  w e a k n e s s .  E x t r e m e  n e r v o u s n e s s ,  p o o r  h e a r t  

a c t i o n ,  d e s p o n d e n c y ,  i n s o m n i a .

f f i l c i r r t  I n ' f p c f  i n i l  1 F r t r t n  N a u s e a ,  v o m i t i n g ,  d i a r r h o e a ,  a b d o m i n a l  c h i l l s ,  
V l d d l l  L I l i l l C o U l l a l  I  v l l  1 1 1  p r o s t r a t i o n  a m o u n t i n g  t o  c o l l a p s e ,  d e s p o n d  

e n c y .

T y p h o i d  F o r m  C o n t i n u e d  f e v e r ,  d e l i r i u m ,  g e n e r a l  t y p h o i d  

A n y  t w o  o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f o r m s  o f  g r i p p e  c a n  b e  h a d  a t  o n c e .
D O  N O T  L E T  T H I S  D R E A D E D  D I S E A S E  D E S T R O Y  Y O U R  H E A L T H  A N D  S A P  

Y O U R  V I T A L I T Y .
S e n d  i n  y o u r  o r d e r  b y  r e t u r n  m a i l .  N o t  f o u n d  i n  a n y  s t o r e s .

C . W A L T E R  L, Y  IN IN
5016 Calumet Ave., Chicago, 111.
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Always Make a Test.
I t  is hard to  “ strike the happy med 

ium ”  between trusting  to o thers too 
much and not trusting  them  enough, 
and this applies especially to  “ messages 
from  the other side. ’ ’ Certain w riters 
urge the ir readers not to  ' ‘debase them  
selves by running to mediums to ask for 
directions”  (a t any crisis in the ir lives) 
“ which directions they should obtain 
them selves by getting  into touch w ith 
high spheres of knowledge and inspir 
ation. ”  B ut w hat does it  m atte r, if  
the directions a re  good, w hether they 
come to you by direct impression to 
yourself, or through a medium? The 
real point is, are  the directions good 
and such as you should ac t upon? This 
point has to be settled  by each one for 
himself, w hether he gets a direct im 
pression or is advised by a sp irit through 
a medium. I t  does not m a tte r w hether 
the advice comes from  a high or low 
source; it m ust be thoroughly tested  be 
fore it is accepted and acted upon, no 
m a tte r w hat the source or the  method 
of its  transmission. I f  this rule were 
followed and each one accepted the re  
sponsibility fo r his own actions, instead 
of blaming the spirits, we should hear 
less complaint about persons having 
been deceived by spirits, and having 
suffered through Spiritualism,

Biography of Moses Hull.
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ASTROLOGY.
Prof. John N. Larson, the noted 

astrologist, will give business adapta 
tion (invaluable to children.) Lucky 
years and dates for im portant busi 
ness transactions. Can be consulted 
by mail. S ta te  date of birth, the 
hour if known, and correct address. 
COST OF HOROSCOPES.

$2.00 for Horoscope of five hun 
dred words ; $1.00 for Horoscope of 
two hundred words ; 25 cents for 
lucky days for one year.

SPECIAL—A 25-year forecast of 
your life, showing when fortune will 
favor you most, etc., $5.00.

PROF. JOHN N. LARSON,
28 Union St., TITUSVILLE, PA.

B A N G S  S I S T E R S

PHENOMENAL
PSYCHICS.

PORTRAITS OF DEPARTED FRIEND! 
A SPECIALTY,

A fte r unavoidable delay, the Life 
and Work of Moses Hull, by his brother, 
Daniel W. Hull, supplemented w ith an 
in teresting  Memorial, is ready for issue. 
This book contains a  detailed account 
of Mr. H ull’s early religious experiences, 
especially of his journey from  Ortho 
doxy via Adventism to Spiritualism; of 
his struggles and sacrifices on behalf of 
industrial and social reform , and for 
the establishm ent of the Morris P ra tt 
School, which he considered the crown 
ing work of his life. The volume con 
ta ins 112 pages, is of fine workmanship 
throughout. I t  is accompanied by an 
excellent p o rtra it of Mr. Hull, from  a 
new half-tone cut, made especially for 
th is work.

Price, handsomely bound in cloth, 
$1.00. Strong paper cover, 50 cents. 
Those who desire th is book address 
M attie E. Hull, W hitew ater, Wis.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

T o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e .

D ates are now being arranged for 
S ta te  Association m eetings and the 
work of our S ta te  organizer and 
m issionary for the fa ll and w in ter 
campaign.

We shall be glad to  hear from 
S p iritualists  from all p a rts  of the 
S tate , especially in localities where 
the re  are no organized societies, w ith 
a view to m aking arrangem ents for 
the holding of S ta te  Association m eet 
ings.

W e urge each S p iritu a lis t to  co 
operate w ith  the S ta te  Board in th is 
m a tte r, and request th a t you le t us 
hear from you soon w ith  inform ation 
as to  conditions in your locality. 
W rite e ither to Mrs. T. U. Reynolds, 
Troy, N. Y ., or to the president of 
the S ta te  Association.

H. W. RICHARDSON, Pres. 
E ast Aurora, New York.

Mrs. A . A . Cawcroft,
MAGNETIC HEALER

Diseases of the  Brain, H eart 
and Kidneys a  specialty........

333 E ast Second St., J a m e sto w n , N. Y
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t l e s  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  H u m a n  F a m i l y  S e n d  
1 0 c  f o r  P r o s p e c t u s  a n d  c o p y  o f  O f f i c i a l  O r g - a n  
A d d r e s s :  T h e  E d e n  S o c i e t y , ( D e p t .  2 )  B a x t e r  
S p r i n g s ,  K a n s a s .

Independent Slate and Paper Writinj
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n ew  b o o k le t c o n ta in in g illu s tra tio n  
o f  o u r  W ork an d  d irec tio n s  on bom 
deve lopm en t o f M edium ship .

652 W. Adams St., Chicago.
T elep h o n e  W est 1 ,565 .

S P IR IT  P H O T O G R A P H S .
O N E  D O L L A R  F O R  T W O  W E L L  F I N I S  H E ! 
P I C T U R E S  t a k e n  f r o m  lo c k  o f  h a i r  o f  y o u r  ow  
p h o t o g r a p h .  W i t h  e v e r y  o r d e r  s e n d  u s  y o u r  kiiM 
e s t  t h o u g h t s  a n d  t h e  b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  s p a n  t h e  ch a s i 
a n d  y o u r  d e p a r t e d  f r i e n d s  w i l l  m a k e  e v e r y  effoi 
t o  c r o w n  y o u r  h e a r t ’s  d e s i r e s ,  a n d  f a c e s  f a m i lk  
a n d  m o s t  d e a r  m a y  g r e e t  y o u r  s i g h t  f r o m  t h e  fa; 
s u m m e r l a n d .  W e  f e e l  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  m a n y  p a  
r o n s  w h o  h a v e  mad<% i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  c o n t in i  
t h e s e  s i t t i n g s  a t  O N E  D O L L A R  F O R  T W O  PI< 
T U R E S .

T r a n c e ,  t e s t  a n d  b u s h  e s s  r e a d i n g s  $1 .00  b y  raa: 
S e a l e d  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  in d e p e m  
e n t  w r i t i n g s .

F R E E .  S e n d  f o u r  c e n t s  i n  s t a m p s  f o r  o u r  t h n  
c i r c u l a r s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  u p o n  o u r  w o r k ,  a n d  r  
c e i v e  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  O N E  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  F o x  s iste? 
t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s p i r i t  p a i n t i n g .

P e r m a n e n t  a d d r e s s ,

Mr. & Mrs. A. NORMAN,
l i o x  1 9 2 .  L i l y  D a l e ,  N . 1

( O u r  M a g n e t i z e d  S l a t e s  f o r  t h e  h o m e  c i r c l e  w  
q u i c k e n  y o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O n e  d o l l a r  a  p a i r . )

‘R E A S O N ” F o r m e r l y  “ T h e  S e r m o n ,”  
l i v e  48  p a g e  m o n t h ly ,
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R e v . B. F . A u s t in ,  B. A ., D. C
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T r a d e  M a r k *  
D e s i g n s  

C o p y r i g h t s  A c .
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q u i c k l y  a s c e r t a i n  o u r  o p in ion  f r e e  w b e tn e  
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P a t e n t s  t a k e n  t h r o u g h  M n n n  A  CO. r e c e  
special notice w i t  h o u t  c h a r g e ,  I n  t h e

Scientific American.
A  h a n d s o m e l y  I l l u s t r a t e d  w e e k ly .  J ^ rg e s f c  c   ̂
d i l a t i o n  o f  a n y  s c i e n t i f i c  J o u r n a l .  J e r  . 
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