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STARTLING PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

The Sunflower is greatly indebted
to the London (England) Light for the
following experiences, which were
published in two issues of that estim-
able journal, and which, we think,
should be given to all our readers:

Two interesting and valuable pajers
dealing with Some Striking Personal
Experiences were read by Mrs. H. E.
Bell and Mr. George Spriggs before a
erowded meeting of the Members and
Associates of the London Spiritualist
Alliance in the Salon of the Royal
Society of British Artists, Suffolk
street, Pall Mall, on Thursday even-
ing, Noyember Tth.

EXPERIENCES OF MRS. H. E.

BELL:
The Key to Enowledge.

Mrs. H, E. Bell said: My introduc-
tion to Spiritualism occurred when [
was a girl. At a friend’s house 1 met
a man who told me he had been to
London to hear a lecture given by a
Jady named Emma Hardinge, whom he
~ described as a grand inspirational
gpeaker on Spiritualism, and said that
whenever possible he went to hear
her. I became greatly interested in
what this man had fo say on spiritual
matters, and never missed an opportu-
‘mity of askinz him questions, which
‘me invariably answered in a way that
‘enabled me to gain fresh knowledge,
'lmowledge which proved extremely
‘Belpful in my study of thxs all-absorb-
ing subject.

One day, when talking on Spiritual-
ism, he said: *1 have given you the
key which will unlock all doors to
knowledge if you will patiently learn
how to use it,”” and although, in the
course of life’s changes, we lost sight
of each other, I never forgot to keep
that treasured key bright by constant
wse. Whenever 1 could I employed it
“toAlain knowledge, for which [ had an
nse hunger, It is true that at
times the knowledge was not of a nice
mature, and was distingély unsatisfy-
ing, and that, like lEe unfortunate
wife of Bluebeard, ‘I occasionally
dropped my key into something that
caused it to tarnish and for a time left
a stain upon it; at such times I would
lay my preeious key aside and try to
digest the sweet morsels which I had
found, and in this way I discovered my
own psychical capabilities.,

About fifteen years ago [ was
asked, by some invisible communiea-
tor, to attend a seance which 1 knew

‘would be held at a friend’s house that
ﬂm I had no wish to go to the
‘seance, and mentally said so, but my
‘ungeen friend said, with some pleadmg
(in the mental fone, ‘‘Do go, please,"’
and consequently I went. In the cir-
ele were two normal clairvoyants, and
‘one of them remarked, ‘‘Mrs. Bell,
do you know that you have brought a
gentleman with you?' I replied,
*No; what is he like?"" Then followed
oF descrmtwn of & man, whom I did
mot recognize, with incidents in my
past life, which happened years before,
and the name of the man who gave me
the key. The clairvoyant told me that
‘the man held a key in his bhand, and
said that he gave me the key in the
days when I wanted to know. While
in this life he promised to come as a
spirit and tell me when he passed
over, and 1 afterwards found, on in-
quiry, that my old friend had passed
over 8 few months previously, and I
feel quite sure that he kept his prom-
ige at this seance, and really did come
to let me know that he had joined the
great majority.

A Curlons Experiment In Talopsthy,

One Sunday, some years sago I, an-
nounced to my family at breakfast
time that 1 intended to go to a seance
that morning, and, settling with my
‘maid and my daughter about our mid-
day meal I started, and reached the
seance room in good time. We were
" about fourteen sitters. Our medium
a8 1
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davghter concerning a necessary item
for our meal. At first 1 thought I
must go home, as it was probable we
should have a visitor, but 1 felt that
it would not be fair to disturb the
circle. Then the thought came to me,
why not send a mental message? Of
course! And with the thought I drew
my cloak around me, withdrew my
attention from the things that were
passing in my immediate presence,
and proceeded to send a definite
thought-message to my daughter. The
medium's voice reached me, but with-
out any distinct sense of interest, un-
til he addressed me, saying, ''Mrs.
Bell, 1 see something very curious
with you, something 1 have never seen
before! May I ask, are you sending a
mental message to anyone?’' Treplied,
““Why do you ask?”’ He said, “I
will tell you what I see.”” He then
described what he called “‘flashes of
bright light'’ proceeding from my
forehead, and said that they were like
flashes from an electrical machine.
They left my head with a white point,
and they seemed to return, but with a
black point. Psychically he knew
that 1 was gending a message,
although he had never seen a message
in process of sending, and impression-
ally he judged that the message had
not reached its intended destination;
but why it bhad not become lost in
gpace instead of returning to me with
a black point, he could not under-
stand. Perhaps some one here tonight
has bad a similar experience and may
ba able to give us a little enlighten-
ment,

1 ‘ought to say that my effort at
thought-traneference was a failure;
my message did not reach my daugh-
ter, but I may add that I have been a
very suecessful experimenter in tele-
pathy for very many years.

Physioal Phenomenan,

I have chosen the following exper-
ience, because, although it was one of
the earliest, it was one of the most
striking und convincing that 1 have
had, and the phenomena which occur-
red have never been surpassed in my
later investigations.

In the spring of 1875 three ladies
came to take tea with me, ana during
our conversation one of Lthem asked if
[ could take them to a seance that
evening. 1 s=aid that if they were
willing we would go up to Mr. Burns'
bookshop in Southampton Row, Hal-
born, and gee if there would be one
held there. They were quite willing,
but when we arrived ahout seven
o'clock we found that there was no
seance arranged for that evening.
Mr. Burns suggested that we might
wait, as mediums sometimes called in
to see if there were any friends desir-
ing a sitting, and we decided that we
would stay for a while. Presently a
tall American, who from his appear-
ance might have been brother to Abra-
ham Lincoln, and later two other men,
came on the same quest, and they
waited also. As there were six of us
we asked Mr. Burns if he could send
out to find a medium. He showed us
up to the drawing room, and while we
waited the American told us many of
his experiences, and said that he had
been able to get a beautiful likeness,
through a painting mediom, of a
duughter who had passed over, although
there was no likeness of her in exist-
ence at the time of her decease, and
he hoped to get a word from her that
night.

At last Mr, Burns came into the
room accompanied by Mr., Hernd, the
physical medium, who, he said, was
willing to give us a seance. We were
pleased that our waiting was to be re-
warded, and adjourned to the back
drawing room, which was used for
seances. The folding doors weve
closed and draped with tapestry cur-
tains on the seance voom side. There
was a dining table and about o dozen
ordinary chairs. On the table there
wus a banjo, three or four paper
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other sitters were arranged around the
table. A box of matches wus given
to one of the men, with the request
that he would light up when asked.
The seance room door had been locked
and the gas was left burning in
the front room, When we were
quite ready the gas was put out, and
while we were remarking on the in-
tense darkness we could hear the paper
cones being moved about and the
strings of the bamjo being touched.
Then a “‘voice’’ was heard and the
speaker said thathe thought we should
have a good sitting. The *‘little
playthings'" of the seance room began
to touch our hands and faces and pat
our heads. The banjo seemed to be
walking round the table, while the
litgle tambourine, to which a small
light was attached, jingled its cym-
bals near the ceiling and moved
hither and thither. All at once there
was a erash on the table—one of my
friends had broken the circle. She
said someone had pup the banjo against
her face and she had pushed it away.
The gas was lighted and the medium
asked us to please not be afraid, we
should not be hurt. My friend having
promised to be good and not be ner-
vous, the gas was put out, and imme-
diately the objects began to move
about again. The *‘voice'' assured us
we should be all right, and said that
the operators were going to try some-
thing else, 1 felt that my chair was
being moved, and 1 said so to the me-
dium. He grasped my hand with a
firmer grip and said, *‘Don't get up.”’
Still my chair was moved until the
back was turred quite to my left gide
between the medium and myself. 1
asked the operators what they were
doing, v and the “‘voice’’ replied
“Light up.” We did so, aad
discovered that my chair-back had
been passed on to my arm, although
my hand was firmly clasped by the
medium—that is to say, the chair was
literdlly threaded upon my arm,
through the open space at the back—
how it got into that position I eannot
tell, but I know that my hand and the
medium’s had not been unclasped.

By this time the room was very
cloge, and, indeed, it seemed full of
intense energy. Receiving permission
to do so, I removed my hat and placed
it on the table before me. The gas
was again put ouot, and almost
instantly my hat was back upon my
head. 1 thanked my attentive though
unseen friend, but said it was not
comfortable. It was then moved
about with much vigor, and finally it
slipped down behind me and rested
against the back of the chair. Then
ane of the paper cones was moved up
and down my back, partly Lfting my
bat, but not as high as my head. I
thanked the operator and said it would
not hurt, The friction of the cone on
my dress, which could be heard by all
the sitters, ceased, and the ‘‘voice,'’
speaking with such force that T could
feel the breath on wmy face, said:
*“Sorry I cannot raise it, silk is a non-
conductor, it shouldn't be worn at a
physical seance.”” So my hat reposed
between my back and my chair.
Again the ‘‘voice’’ was heard, and it
said: *‘Sit quite still."”> The medium
exclaimed: *“What next! They are
very boisterous to-night; there is so
much power,"" and he leaned forward
as though he was being pressged over
the table with much force. The
‘‘yoice’' ejaculated: ''Light up, and
good night,!" When the gas was it
a  strange scene presented itself.
Some of the vacant chairs had been
piled upon the tuble, without any
sound of movement, and the curtain
pole had been lifted from its brackets
and placed over the bk of the me-
dium’s chair, the curtaing lying in a
heap on each side. We moved the
pole ta get to the door, which was
then unlocked, and we found that the
gas was burning in the front room as
we had left it an hovr and & balf ear-
lier. Mr. Burns, hearing us moving
ahout, eame up-stuird, and Iasked him
where the step-ladder (qu kept; he
replied: ‘! Down- stairh-%hy!" 1 an-
wered: “*Come and see.”" e turped
to'the medium and rematked: “*Yon
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not, for even my hat, which had been
in a very risky position, was guite un-
hurt. I fear, however, that the Amer-
ican friend did not get the hoped-for
comfort from the presence of his
sweet daughter. OUne of the other
men told me that he had never been
present at such a seance before, but he
was always lobked upon as a very good
contributor of the necessary magnetic
power in any seance.

We all received some special atten-
tion from the invisibles, but the pass-
ing of the chair-back on to my arm
caused much speculation as to how it
was done. I only know there was no
trace left of the disintegration on the
ehair or on my arm, which is perfectly
sound and quite useful up to the pres-
ent time.

Materialization Seance,

In the month of May, 1876, I met
an old acquaintance at a seance who
told me that she was trying to belp a
young medium in his development, but
he was not able to sit regularly owing
to his work. I asked for and obtained
permission to attend one of her sit-
tings with him, and also to take my
two sisters, who were visiting London.
We arrived early and had ample time
for a thorough examination of the two
rooms she oecupiad on the ground floor
of a house in Bloomsbury, The front
sitting-room was used for the seances,
and the furniture consisted of a piano,
a round table, a few plain, unstuffed
chairs, a side-board and a well-worn
carpef, a few pietures, and a mirror
over the firepluce, The bedroom at
the back was equally sparsely fur-
nished, and contained a bed, dress-
ing-table, wash-stand, two chairs,
Some pegs on one side of the fireplace
with gome skirts and dresess hanging
from them. The window, which locked
out upun a small backyard, was draped
with an ordinary blind and short cur-
tain, There was a door, opening into
the hall, which wds locked. There
was about a foot of wall, between this
door and the door leading into the sit-
ting-room, and upon it there was a
gas-bracket used for lighting the hall.
The partition dividing the two rooms
was an ordinary wall, and the
communicating door was a small one
which opened into the front room, and
would lie quite back cloge to the wall,
and the bedroom was used for our
cahinet. We draped the door-way with
u thin piece of black linen that bad been
washed, and through which, if held
up, one ¢ould distinguish the light.
We fixed it up in the front room upon
two hogks that had been inserted in
the door-frame. Behind this curtain
we placed an ordinary wooden chair
for the use of the medium. Our
preparations, you will see, were quite
primitive. About eight o'clock two
men friends came in, followed soon
afterwards by the medium, Mr.
Haxby, and his brother. After our
introductions and a little general talk
we took our seats, then the brother
produced a small musieanl box, about
four inches 'long, which he wound up
and placed upon the table. Then
““Joey' vontrolled the medium, and,
speaking through him, claimed to have
met me hefore at another seance, but
pot through Mr, Haxby as medium,
which was quite true. We asked
“Joey'* 1f he could bring us some
flowers. He said he would try. The
light was lowered, not extinguished.
The musical box floated over our
heads. It had a tiny blue spark
attached to it, which enabled ug to
trace its passage to the top of the
piana, where it was loft to finish its
tupe. *‘Joey'' asked for the light to
be put out, and that we would all sit
quite still, and said that he would go
for the flowers. In & short time the
room was filled wih the odor of sweet
spring flowers, and when we were tald
to light up we saw, lying on the
table, before each sitter a flower,
fresh and sweet., When we picked
them they up we found that they were
wet  und bespattered with sand or
mould as though they had been
gathered in  the rain. We nsked
“Joey'" why it was, and he eaid,

CWhy, dontt von know thae 6 aniea o

‘“A friend’s garden at Walthamstow, "
he replied. We accepted ‘‘Joey’s’’
statement but did not give him credit
for robbing his friends. After a little
more music “‘Joey’’ said that he was
ready for the cabinet, and the gas was
lowered, but not put out, und we
could still see each other and the
flowers on the table, ‘‘Joey'' control-
ed the medium and took him into the
inner room where we all saw him sit-
ting, about two feet from the curtain,
in a deep trance. Shortly afterwards
we saw something white and cloudlike
moving backward and forward; it
seemed to come through the curtain
and then recede; at the same time it
increased and grew taller, and in a
few moments we saw a tall man come
through, not Ilifting, the , curtain.
Someone said, ‘‘It is Abdullah.'” He
bowed. When asked if he could speak,
he shook his head, and when someone
said ‘‘Can you make any sound?'’ he
raised his hand and struck the door
with a clear sound, then salazmed,
and with a curious gliding movement
came to the table, picked up a beau-
tiful tulip, and tock it with him to the
cabinet, not raising the curtain, buot
seeming to melt through it as before.
We could see the cloud-like appearance
moving on the other side as though it
was being gathered up, and presently
**Abdullah’’ again came through the
curtain holding the tulip, which
seemed fo radiate a clear brightness
He moved gp to the table, and having
placed the flower in the hand of our
hostess he moved hack, stood before
the curtain, and gradually melted
from our presence, his wonderful eyes
seeming to be the last to vanish. Before
we could more than look at each other
a little black girl was. seen standing
close to the tahle, nodding her head |
and putting her little brown handw
forward to be touched. We asked her
pame and she said ““Mimi,”” in a
childish voice. The face was not as
well formed as the hands and arme,
and she wore some kind of drapery over
her head, which she lifted in her
hands, and as she let it fall on the
table it made a slight noise, ag though
some small beads had been threaded
on it. “‘Joey'’ said afterwards that
she loved to have beads in her haw
and liked ugs to adwire them. Im
response to a request that she would
dance she moved her hands and the
drapery, but we could see that the
power was failing, and the little figure
gradually disappeared from our eyes.
She did not come from or go into the
cabinet, ““Joey'' told us that he and
his friends had built her up while we
were watching ** Abdullah’ ge through
the curtain. We all touched her hands
and arms, and found that they (ek
firm and warm. Our seance was over
and the wonders of it I shall never
forget. ‘‘Joey'' asked us not to turm
up the gas as he was bringing the me-
dium into our recom—and when he came
among us Mr, Haxby looked very
limp and was still entranced, “*Joey”™*
said, ‘‘Sing while I bring him round.*’
In a few seconds the medium was his
normal self and svas pleased t) hear
that the seance had been a success.
This young man did not become a pub-
liec mediom, for he was one of those
whom an ancient sage has told us ''the
gods love,'' and he died yoong, 1
was much pleased to find that Dp.
Alfred Russell Wallace gave his valu-
able testimony to the genuineness of
Haxby’s mediumship during the recent
law cases between Colley and Maskel-
yne.

After the seance my siaters and I
went into the cabinet bedroom w get
bur outdoor garments, and we found
them undisturbed on the bed. We
looked into the corners and under the
bed, but could not find any truce of
the eloud which we had watched grow
into the form of a mun, tull and intel-
ligent, and afterwards into a small
brown girl child, also intelligent but
vain. We sought for the little brows
hands that had clasped ours and thes
vanighed through the well-worn car-
pet, but there was no trace of them,
and on our walk home we vame to the
conclugion that Nature moves in &
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EDITORIAL NOTES,
Address all communications to The
Sunflower, Hambure, N, Y. Do not
send to Lily Dale, N. Y.
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We extend aninvitation to our friends
to send us reports of spiritual matters
of interest in their localities, of indis-
putable experiences and of our speak-
ars and workers, accounts of their work
and manuscripts of their addresses for
publication, all of which will be grate-
fully received and used, if desirable,

To all our readers who have ordered
books we wish to say that we had
hoped to have sent in their orders ere
this, but it has been impossible to at-
tend to it, us yet. We hope to get
caught up with our work, so that it can
be done soon. So, please, let us impose
Jonger upon your already tried patience.

Some of our foreign exchanges are
still addressed to Lily Dale, N. Y. One
eame to Hamburg a while and has since
been sent to Lily Dale. We trust that
afl exchanges will notice this and make
the address The Sunflower, Hamburg,
N. Y., U. S. A., and also that all Spir-
itual papers receiving this will see that
The  Sunflower is on their exchange

“1af. for a few of the foreign and other
journals have not been received since
The Sunflower changed its home.

The Post Office Department has adopt-
ed a new rule regarding subscriptions
to newspapers and periodicals which
enjoy the second-class mail privileges.
It requires that subscriptions shall be
bona-fide, and, as a test of that, sub-
geriptions shall not be in arrears a year.
Practically, it means the payment in
adyance of all subscriptions, though a
reasonasle time is allowed for the pay-
ment after the time is past to which
paymeut has been made. “The Sun-
flower subseriptions are due in advance
and should be paid before the last num-
ber paid for is reached. There bas
been, however, some leniency in this
matter, for various good reasons, but
all subseribers who are in arrears should
make payment at their earliest con-
venience. There are a few, possibly,
who are in arrears over one year; if so,
it will be necessary for them to pay
‘very soon, or we will have to discon-
tinue, as the rules require affixing of
postage stamps on each paper over one
year in arrears, or its discontinuance.
Please notice your label date and re-
new, if in arrears, or your year is
nearly passed.

o JET
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Foretold Her Death,

An interesting account is given in the
August Annals of Psychical Science of
two old ladies, twins, who lived to the
age of ninety-three. One of them,
while actively engaged in household du-

s, slipped and fell and she died within
?te tour from the shock. €., who tells
‘Be story, was a grandehild of the other
o0ld lady, and when C’s mother heard
e news of the death of her aunt, who
lived 150 miles away, she went to
Higeak the news to C’s grandmoth-
dr, who was in bed, but beford
she could speak the old lady ex-
exclaimed, ‘‘Betsey is gone,”” and she
explained her knowledge of her sister’s
death by saying: ‘‘Betsey came Lo mg
last evening and told me' all about it
She slipped on the floor yesterday af-
ternoon and the shock was too much fur
her frail body. She stayed the night
with me andg | don't know when ¥ had
so much pleasure. We talked over all
our childhood days and then she went
away, and I shall join her in a day or
two.'” She passed away withio two
days.

WODERN SPRTUALISH OR_ SPIRTISH-—-WHICH?

Being a Consideration of the Difficulties to be Overcome and Dangers to be Faced
by Spiritualistic Sodieties in General, and one in Particualar.

-

Delivered to the Greenock Association of Spiritualists in Shep-
herd’s Hall, Greenock, Scotland, October 27, 1907, by

J. A.

DUNCAN

And published in The Two Worlds.

Introductory.

Before proceeding to deliver to you
my address proper, I wish to put

Iy before you what appeals to me as an

admirable statement of the aim and
object of Spiritualism, as I would that
we all would practice it. 1quote from
Light of the 26th inst. Referring to
the prospect offered by the *‘Bhagavat
Gita,”’ the article runs as follows:

Its aim is practical; to bring the
agpirant back to the ultimate unity,
not as a philosophical theory, but asa
fact of consciousness, The sum of all
religion is self-realization—the pass-
ing from the surtace, transient, per-
sonal self, the self of sensation and
the lower mind, the **Empirical Ego’’
to the Divine Atman, ‘‘the self seated
in the heart of all things.'" When
this unity has been realized and the
individual has become merged in the
self of all, he enters on ihe state
called Nirvana—absolute peace or
eguilibrium—he has, in a sense, sur-
mounted physical existence; though
dwelling in a body he no longer iden-
tifies himself with it. He sees the
Eternal in the temporal, and the
divine unity underlying all; hence the
sense of separateness is lost; he i8 no
longer an isolated unit in the universe,
with aims and interests distinct from
those of his fullows, but works for the
good of all, recognizing in it his own;
he has passed the limits of personal-
ity. Such a state is nut one of eom-
plete passivity or nullity. On the
contrary, it is a condition of the high-
est activity, in which consciousnéss,
intellect, and emotion are raised to
their highest potency. The peace of
the liberated arises from the complete
balance or harmony which has been
established between all his faculties.
The idesl which Jesus held up to his
followers is essentially the same, The
state of which he spoke as ‘‘the king-
dom of heaven'’ and as ‘‘eternal life"’
is really the Nirvana of the Gita.
Christ did not mean by ‘‘eternal life'’
the continuity of life after death; on
the contrary, he always spoke of it as
something to be achieved now, in this
world. He defined it as conscious
union with the Father—the Supreme
Spirit.

The reviewer remarks that ail this
is very much in line with the' ‘highest"’
principles of Spiritualism. Why
““highest™"?

The foregoing will enlighten you as
to my attitude towards the goal of the
most sublime philosophy, science,
religion, whatever you may call it,
which ever can enter into the
consideration of mankind—Spiritual-
jsm, _the knowledge of everything
pertaining to the spiritual nature of
man. It is a science, a philosophy,
and a religion, putting forth 'a just
view of man's duty and immortality.
As spirit is the eternal and moving
force of the universe, so Spiritualism
in its widest scope embraces the whole
realm of nature, Spiritualism is based
upon well-proven facts, having truth
as its guide and reason as its closest
friend. It comprehends man and the
universe in all their varied relations—
physical, intellectual, moral, and
spiritual. It gives the best conception
of the Eternal Father and His great
works, promotes the highest sense of
duty, stimulates spiritual growth and
purity of life, making preparation for
the immortal and progressive life
which it proves.

Has Been Oriticiged.

I have been criticized on the ground
that I consider Spiritualism to be the
only way in which man may attain to
the high watermark of spirituality and
unfoldment attainable by him as spirit
incarnated upon this material plane of
existence. [ take this opportunity of
repeating that as my earnest and deep
conviction, which has remained stead-
fast and wunaltered through many
madifications and changes of opinions
from my frst serious consideration of
the subject up till now.

Spiritunlism the Regenorator.

Spiritualism, and Spiritualism alone,
is that which will bring about that su-
preme object of our existence, the
regeneration of mankind from \he
very lowest levels, Granted that in
all men there is the divine principle,
that which, as Mre. Anna Besant puts
it, “*ig within us, the same power as
shaped the universe, it is divine, not

human, a portion of the life of the
Logos, and inseparate from Him''—
The Divine Self—the God within—ob-
seure or manifest as the case may be,
then all men possess the very highest
possibilities. To bring these to the
surface we must rely upon Spiritoal-
ism alone. The more obscure the di-
vine principle may be within the in-
dividual, the purer and holier must be
the influence brought to bear upon
him towards his elevation and general
betterment. Spiritualism consists of
that purity and holiness in the highest
possible degree compatible with the
spiritual development and advance-
ment of the life exerting that
influence. Will any question my
statement, deliberately made, that the
exertion of that influence wtih the one
and only object in view, that the up-
liftment and unfoldment of humanity
embodies in its very substance all
that is necessary for the spiritualiza-
tion of both the helper and the helped?

Whether either be incarnate or
discarnate it matters not. Does not
it comprehend the injunction of the
Master, and embody the faith he be-
queathed to his true followers, the
cardinal feature of which is love?—
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all my mind. This is
the first and great commandment, and
the second is like unto it: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On
these two commandments hang the law
and the prophets.”’

Love is the foundation principle of
the spiritual life: ‘“By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one for another.”” Does
this love appeal to you in all its
deeper and wider significance? The
Master could not have had in bis mind
the material aspect of the term, but
the perfect love which, consummated,
would mean absolute harmony and
concord between spirit and spirit, in-
carnate or discarnate; the love which
is the first prineiple of progressive
spirituality and  spiritual life; the
affinity of soul for soul, which alone
makes for unity of purpose and spirit-
ual advancement, and which will draw
us closer to each other in bonds of
fellowship and brotherhood, and bring
us nearer to our ultimate gual—per-
fection, even as our Father which is
in heaven is perfect.

The mainstay of Spiritualism is
this love, which one writer remarks,
‘*can only appeal to him who Joves
the brother more than his own soul,
and who is, therefore, willing to give
even of his very life for the good of
his brother.”’ Again, listen:‘‘Greater
love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his
{riends.”’

‘A Question of Import.

Does Spiritualism, as represented
by the term ''Modern Spiritualism,"’
always embrace all that? When it
does not do so, then it is not Spiritual-
ism, but a truvesty of it masquerading
under a sacred name—to put it briefly,
‘‘Spiritism.'” Some of you may say,
‘*Ah! you are now dealing with what
might be called the ‘higher aspect’ of
Spiritualism!"’ Higher aspect, indeed!
I do not ask you, but I demand of you
that you banish from your thoughts
any such quahfication of the term;
there must be but one aspect of it, and
that the very highest.

Sad to relate, however, there are
many aspects of what is supposed to be
the ‘‘science, philosophy, and relig-
ion'” of life within the pale of
‘“Modern Spiritualism, '’ ranging from
the uttermost depths of fortune-telling
and gross sensationalism upward, to a
more or less half-hearted realization
of true Spiritualism. 1 say, advisedly
and with deliberation, half-hearted,
because of my conviction of the truth
of my assertion. If any one of you
cares to question the justice of my
allegation by all means do so. First
of all, however you must stand by
tha argument **Modern Spirvitualists”’
of to-day so often level at the churches
and Kindred organizations—''By their
fruits ye shall know them.”’

A Fuvther Quory.

What has ‘‘Modern Spiritualism'’
as an organization done for humanity ?
Where are the frnits? Let uva look

these questions fair in the face, It
hsa long years to account for. It
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professes to have had ﬁfty." years of
actual direct communication with our
mighty dead, from Buddha, Jesus,
Swedenborg, ete., down to the late
lamented Dan Leno, and so on—fifty
yeurs of audible, visible, and tangible
contact with the angel world! What
has come of it all? The emancipation
of humanity? No! At the present
time the prevaleénce of *‘Spiritism”’
masquerading under the name of
Spiritualism, the degradation of the
movement by déscent to the depths of
mercenary grovelling and the con-
sequent rise of fraud in its midst, is
tending to drive from it those more
spiritually evolved souls who would
have helped to keep ber fair name
clean and her influence pure and holy
before the world. Is it, even now,
past redemption, doomed as a spirit-
ualizing influence of the time? Let
us hope not. 1 do not suggest that it
is in danger of dying numerically. Oh,
no! 'Phere is sufficient interest in it
as a means towards the demonstration
of the continuity of consciousness be-
yond the grave alone to enable it to
hold its own, aye, and to flourish
greatly. But alas! numbers do not
count. Assiduous prowling after tests!
messages ! forms! unbridled indulgence
in materialistic, gross, and demoraliz-
ing curiosity, such as we all have met
with, do not constitute Spiritualism;
mere development of ‘‘spiritual
gifts,’'—clairvoyance, clairaudience,
and such like—will neither spiritualize
the medium nor induce spirituality in
others, ‘‘Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord! Lord! shall enter the
kingdom of heaven!'’
The Profession of Mediamship,

It is becoming more apparent every
day that in many quarters mediumship
—and mediumship is a tremendously
elastic term nowadays—is a sort of a
profession with a bright future, a
young industry with splendid pros-
pects — ‘‘the-harvest-is-great-and-the-
laborers-are-few’’ sort of idea. Con-
sequently, when so-called ‘‘spiritual
gifts'’ make themselves manifest, the
individuals, instead of standing in
absolute awe of the power which has
come to them and opening out their
inmost soul in thankfulness, asking
for guidance, and humbly praying for
the spiritual wherewithal to use it
hest to the glory of the divine within
and without them, and for the uplift-
ing and upholding of the spiritual
state of their fellow men, they take
it as a marketable commodity—a per-
sonal attribute and an individual
superiority—put a price on it, and
straightway proceed to turn it into so
much current coin as they possibly
can. They debase what might other-
wise be their high calling in their greed
for material and temporal gain, in-
stead of pressing on to still higher
spiritual unfoldment and laying up for
themselves treasures in heaven. They
vse their God-given powers for pur-
poses uf ‘‘the earth, earthy,'’ and to
crown the blasphemy they turn to us,
call it ‘‘spirituality,”” and profess
““Spiritualism. "’

I

of the unscrupulous, has been requis-
itioned, has insidiously erept in u
us, until it is possible for an opponent
to assert:—

Mammon and Medlomship,

““It is admitted by its own adher-
ents that Spiritualism is honeycombed
with fraud. It requires, therefore,
to say the least, very great caution
before anyone commits himeelf to a
system or a principle which comes with
such doubtful credentials!”’ <4

Applied to Spiritualism, that state-
ment I would characterize as an un-
qudlified falsehood. Applied to *‘Mod-
ern Spiritualism,’” as we kpow it, it
may or may not be true. Mediumship
and Mammon have got somehow or
other to be too much in each other’s
company, and, as a result, ‘‘Modern
Spiritualism’’ is practically at a
standstill, and from that state it will
steadily and surely sink into the mire,
until such time as this partnership is
sternly and rigorously dissolved. If
“‘Modern Spiritualism’’—you will not-
ice that I give it the distinguishing
title to avoid confusion between it and
true Spiritualism, which only proceeds
from the unfoldment of the individual,
and does not depend upon organization,
whereas ‘“Modern Spiritualism,’’ as
now exploited, very often differs from
churchianity only inasmuch as it is the
relation between platform and bench,
instead of between pulpit and pew!—if
“‘Modern Spiritualism™ is t) revolu-
tionize modern thought, iz to prove
itself to be a panacea for all pestilen-
tial sores of a corrupt eivilization uiﬂ v
priest-controlled ignorance; if, as iii“‘,
leaders boast, and we all pray that it
will, it is to emancipate humanity
from that vast and mighty hypnotic
state into which it has been cast by a
gpiritually ignorant and Pharisaie
priesthood—namely, the slough of
despond falsely styled orthodoxy—if it
is even to pave the way for that being
done, it is almost time that we, the
revolutionists, were everhauling our
ammunition, and weeding out the bad
and laying aside the good. We will
examine the ammunition,

Liternture,

Let us turn for 2 moment ta the
represcntative journals of the moves 1
ment, alter comparing them with
those of the Church and of the (we
presume) very antithesis of that, the
Rationalist movement, béth of which
‘*Modern Spiritualists’’ look askance
upon; and in many quarters, and on
many occasions, heap oblogquy and
abuse upon, instead of showing an
example and, in the certainty of
superior knowledge from which they
evidently derive the right to abuse,
helping them,

An Advertisement,

What do we find? 1 will tell you
what Professor Huxley, during his
debate with Dr. Wace on ‘* Agnosticism
and Christianity’’ in the Nineteenth
Century, found in 1889, He mentions
in a4 footnote how a Spiritualist took
him to task on a certain point and gave
him some very sound advice through
the columns of a Spiritualist paper,
“Just so,'’ says Huxley, ‘‘and the
first page of this same journal
presents the following advertisement,
anfong others of the same kidney:—
To Wealthy Spiritualists.—A lady me-
dium of tried power wishes to meet
with an elderly gentleman who would
be willing to give her a comfortable
home and maintenance in exchange for
her Spiritualistic services, as her
guides consider her health is too deli-
cate for public sittings. London pre-
ferred, Address, ‘Mary,’ ecusre office
of well, a paper the name of
which is not Darkness!’' He (Hux-
ley) asks: ‘*Are we going back to the
days of the Judges, when Micah set
up his private ephud, Teraphim and
Levite?'’ Of course that was twenty
years ago! What about to-day?

Concerning Our Two Newspapers.

Let us turn to our representative
journals of to-day, which we will refer
to as ‘‘this world and the next,"'" and
““that one which is not darkness,'t
We find the intimation of one singlés
eyed philanthropist who, on receipt of
one penny stamp, will enable you %o
increase your vitality 100 per eent.
Another, a lady, also a single-q!@"'
philanthropist, will switch you on to
the exchange upon whatever plane.
your departed are situate, upon the
silver collection basis. Further, wé
encounter '‘a specialist,”’ whose outs
standing features consist of Royi r‘
putronage, Royal acknowledgm
press notices, and one shilling. The
and all others of the same class, 00
not cast any reflection upon *‘Modern
Spiritualism, '’ bul they most certs )
do show up in a very clear light!
close-fisted policy followed oot
many of its devotees, which render
necesgary to plaster up the
the editorial sanctum ¥
‘‘material’’ o prevent the

J

The Need of Perfect Love,

A ‘‘Spiritualist’” writer has said:—
‘1 would that in letters of living fire
I could write the necessity for the
‘Perfect Love' in all who would give
themselves to spiritual work (healing)
for so many are the risks of being
cauzht by the wiles of the vain self-
hood, who is the evil one within us,
ever ready to claim for self the good
which alone can belong to the spirit;
that they who are gifted with the
(healing) power have no other safety
than in being clothed with the perfect
garment of the selfless love, whose
greatest beauty and sweetest grace
for men and women is humility, the
very soul of all true spiritual health.
For though we have all powers, and
have not this, the one love, even the
very mind of the Christ, it profits
nothing from the truly spiritual point
of view.'" When will we all realize
the truth of those inspired words?

Consider for one moment, my
friends, the seifless love, the mind of
the Christ, as so much pounds, shil-
lings, pence per fixed quantity, doled
out to poor striving, struggling souls,
eager for light, the light of life.
Comment is superfluous.

An Unhealihy Craving.

No man can serve two masters: he
will hold to the one und despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and Mam-
mon! 'The responsibility rests in a
great measure with “*Modern Spirit-
ualists'' individually. The immoderate
craving on the part of the idly curious
and inquisitive for phenomena week
after weck and month after month—
phenomena  to  satisfy the morbid
desires of their blase mentation—has,
s0 to speak, created a demand which
must at all costs be supplied, and,
consequently, to keep the supply equal
to the demand, fraud, the storchouse
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and his most strenuous efforts up the
chimney of unpardonable neglect! We
ean quite see the editor's position
when we wade through this advertis-
ing slough of despond. We see in
the distance a palatial mansion,
metaphorically speaking, and ever the
entrance are emblazoned the words,
**Broherhood of man to man.'' We,
metaphorically speaking again, uncover
our heads and enter. ‘‘Modern Spirit-
ualists’’ are very proud of this, the
headquarters of one of their most sacred
principles. We find that the walls
have voices, and on all sides we are
confronted with the impress of a re-
port submitted by the treasurer of a
eertain fund.
A Sad Commentary.,

Written in gold and framed in
light? No! Written in crimson and
framed in dull green! ‘‘I regret to
announce the fact that owing to the
meager response to the appeal for
funds I have distributed all the money
in hand, and unless help is fortheom-
ing some of our old workers—those
who have borne the heat and burden
of the day—will be compelled to end
their days in the workhouse., May I
urge upon all Spiritualists something,
no matter how small, to enable me to
relieve the distress of these old peo-
ple? I am convinced that if Spiritual-
ists could read the beart-breaking ap-
peals for assistance which [ have
received they would show that
Spiritualists not enly teach but prac-
tice the principles of the ‘brotherhood
of man to man." We are compelled
to draw a very regrettable inference
from the last sentence, viz., that not
having read the appeals, Spiritualists
do not. show that they practice what
they preach!

: Peychic Infants,

A friend, a true Spiritualist, writes
to me: ‘““You have only to glance over
a certain journal week by week to
recognize the psychic infaney of
Spiritualists, so-called. Amongst the
eorrespondence in ‘the issue of so-and-
so, there appear two letters under the
headline, ‘‘Shall we help the' dis-
tressed?’ 1If any proofs were needed
of - the ‘spiritual status’ of ‘Modern
Spiritualism’ that makes such a query
possible, we have it here! Think of
it—*Shall we help the distressed?’ Of:
course one looked for an avalanche of
affirmative correspondence in the next
ssue of the journal. Butmo, nothing
—absolutely nothing! Beautiful ideals
—always! Practical self-abnegation—
never!"’

Alas! we find that our palatial
mansion is but part of the *‘stock-in-
trade, '’ and is, I fear, sadly disappoint-
ing when viewed from within.

Caustio, But—*

How do we support our journals,
which we profess to support for the
purpose of research into the facts and
philosophies of the psychical, occult,
religious, and mystical, and of re-
form? What do we find there? Free
expression of opinion on matlers spir-
itual, mutual help and encouragement,
elevating and educative articles by
spiritually-minded men and intellec-
tual? Very seldom! Usually long-
winded society reports, aimless dis-
gertations on subjects of little or no
import; bigotry, veiled priesteraft,
and narruw-minded advocacy of broad-
mindednss: condemnation of all theo-
ries or suggestions or beliefs which do
not coincide with those scheduled at
headquarters; the frequent substitu-
tion of personal opinion for reasoning.
Did Jesus ever live? No. I think
he did. Why? Well, Dr. Peebles
says so. Does it mattey? No. Then
why argue? I don’t know. And s0

**Shall we disgrace our Bible by
laying it on your platform?"" asks
one. ‘‘Shall we disgrace our plat-
form by laying your Bible upon it?"’
asks another. The end shall be, in
all probability, that before very
long neither will have either Bible or
platform left to disgrace, so chang-
able is man, or that they will not be

left to disgrace them! Marvellous
test! Proof of return! Spirit iden-
tified conclusively!!! (Ohe might

add, ‘‘extra special.”’) After fifty
long years! How time flies, to be
sure !

““Modern Spiritualism’” is supposed
to rest on a firm foundation with re-
gard to its literature, Perhaps so; at
any rate, that foundation is not being
strengthened to withstand the extra
added strain as years roll on. But we
must remember that the quality can

_ only reach the level of the demand,

Phenomenn,

The next round of ammunition is the
phenomena which consists of manifold
evidences of immediate contact with
‘the gpiritual  world—the angelic
realme. ] e bridge which connects
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impecuniosity from blowing the editor the two worlds for the passage of the

**Spiritualist’’ consists of —

How pure in henrt wnd sound in head,

With what divine affections bold,

Shall be the man whose thought would hold
An hour's communion with the dead.

In vainshalt thou or any call
The spirits from their golden day,
Except, like them, thou, too, canst say,
My splrit is at peace withall,

In short, getting into ‘‘tune with
the Infinite.'" Let us conisder the
“bridge’' which is usually ussociated
with those to whom ‘‘Modern Spirit-
ualists’’ look up as individuals ¢om-
petent to judge, and qualified to prove
or disprove spiritual things from a
material standpoint, by doing which
‘“‘Modern Spiritualists’” belie their
vaunted knowledge of the persistence
of consciousness after death.

A Hit!

The “bridge'" of the ‘‘scientific Mod-
ern Spiritualistic enquirer,”” unbiassed,
broad-minded, and quite open to con-
yietion materially, but spiritually dor-
mant, consists of the following, roughly
speaking, Take a medium (as the
cookery books say), twelve yards of 36
inch wire netting, one clothes line, one
bag of nails, one box of tacks, two
sticks of sealing wax, one lump of
moulding clay. & wooden cage, a large
potato sack in case of emergency, six
men as densely ignorant of spiritual
possibilities as himself, and a thick
stick ! Thus, my dear friends, they rely
upon bridging the space which lies
between this sphere of tribulation and
that beautiful Summerland from which
emanate the radiations of love and
hope, and the peace which passeth all
understanding, and which the world
can neither give nor take away. Ich-
abod! Where is thy glory?

Motives,

Appearances may be deceptive, men
may be misunderstood, misjudged, and
misrépresented, but once the mative is
brought out and fully realized, these
are impossible. My address may be
considered a case in point. It is the
motive that matters. The motive is
the fundamental principle of all action,
and by the motive, and by the motive
only, may the action be judged. The
action may be futile, may be directly
against existing custom and usage, may
even suggest evil. Examine the mo-
tive ; judge it, and not the action. An
apparently good deed may be done from

an objectionable motive, and thereby.

be rendered doubly evil. Bat no deed
can, to. my mind, be considered evil
which has its origin in a pure and good
motive. It is quite permissible for one
to criticize manifested acts, expression
of opinions, and methods of procedure
on the part of others, but it is certainly
not within my province at this time to
enter into the question of motive, either
in the case of individuals or commun-
ities. All must do that for themselves,
and form their own opinion thereon,
but the oceasion demands that 1 sug-
gest that the motives either of individ-
uals or of communities with regard to
*‘Modern Spiritualism’’ must be of the
purest, unblemished by any taint of ex-
pectation 6f reward of one kind or an-
other, except the realization of duty
performed, which is its own reward,
Associated with mercenary motive, it is
not Spiritualism, but Spiritism, It
matters not what the effect upon others
may be, consoling, uplifting, or degrad-
ing, if it is sacrificed to a mercenary
motive, bought and sold, then Spiritism
it surely is.
Woeoed Out the Bubbish,

“Modern Spiritualists’’ must practice
the doctrines they preach; weed out the
rubbish, usaless as well as obnoxious,
from® the wherewithal by means of
which they are to fulfil their mission.
Adhere to the highest and aspire to. the
highest, which can only be done by
having for a working foundation the
purest of motives. Otherwise they
must not be indignant or hurt when
they are known, among men by their
correct designation—“Spiritists.”” My
own candid opiniontds that within the
ranks of “‘Modern Spiritualism'’ there
are comparatively few “‘Spiritualists,™
‘but many ““‘Spivitists,”” and my opinion
does not lack company of its kind.

When a man or woman becomes a
true Spiritualist, then organization is
not a necessity to the well-being of
the individual. It is from thence on-
ward a case of personal aspiration and
unfoldment, all from that point where
the true Spiritualism begins. Down-

ward i “‘Spiritism.’” Spiritualism
points upward! “‘Spiritism™ drags
downward !

Good Workers Wantod,

The wail goea up on all sides, why
why have we not speakers and me-
diums to-day like those we used to have,
excenting a few?  What are the spirit
people doing? Are they losing interest?
Their  mission i8 not accomplished !
Why are they not making greater

- -

efforts to put our beloved Cause ona
stronger footing? The Rev. Page
Hopps indirectly suggested some time
ago that it was because “‘the Spiritual-
ists of this country would not pay."
Anent that suggestion I put the ques-
tion to the entire movement through
the columns of Light.
A Courteous Editor,

“If it is necessary for man (o sacri-

fice his body under certain circumstances

and conditions to uphold and uplift the |

spiritual state of existence, then under
spiritual law is it not to man’s spiritual
advancement to make such sacrifice?"
The editor treated me with every con-
sideration, published and commented
upon my communication in a brotherly
(even if it was a little drastic) fashion,
and then gently “‘serewed me off at the
meter.” Butalas! I still wait my an-
swer. In The Two Worlds a corre-
spondence went on for some time,
wherein some wonderful arguments
were unearthed, One correspondent
had even to hark back to Mrs. E. H.
Britten for support, as if a thousand E.
H. B.'s could make that which is an ob-
stacle and a curse, and which has no
place from the standpoint of spiritual
evolution, a thing to be desired and en-
couraged. Why wonder what is the
reason of the falling off in quality of
““Modern Spiritualism?’’ Does the re-
sponsibility rest with the spirit people?
Can we say in sincerity and in truth,
““Our God! our God! why hast Thou for-
saken us?"” A thousand times, no!! In-
trospect, my friends—look within! The
sole remedy lies with each one of us in-
dividually. More spirituality and less
entertainment. Choke that inane gasp-
ing for phenomena at all times. Cry
out for light—more light. Seek, and
yve shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto youn. Show the sensation-
mongers—the “‘deseription-while-you-
wait’' class—that you want none of
them. You have each the remedy in
your own hands, Seek ye the kingdom
of God, and a1l things shall be added
unto you. Inall things strive to re-
alize the difference between psychism
and spirituality.
Conclusion.

I do not know whether anyone of you
can realize how impossible it is for me
to put into words exaetly what I would
like to convey to you. Somehow Iseem
to feel that you know, that we all
know, what our duty is, Let us unite
with the Universal Spirit.. List us as-
pire to harmonize the God within with
the God without. Ttis ot an easy task,
but how can we without trial and tribu-
lation overcome?

Let us unite in the bond of brother-
hood. Let us, at one spirit, which in
reality we are, lift up our voice in one
great burst of desire and longing: ““Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth, as it 18 in heaven.” We are
practically a new association, a child of
the Over Soul!

You have asked me to address your
first meeting, I can but earnestly, with
all the longing of my being for it to be
a spiritual association in reality and in
truth, pray that [ have not made a vain
appeal. Take as your motto, always,
and in all things—

To Thee in whom alone wa live:

To Thee from whom we all derive

Our life, our gifts, our power to give,
We give Thee all

Special Coliections For the N. §. A.

It has bheen the custom to ask
auxiliary societies of the N, S. A. to
take a special collection for its working
fund, about or during the month of
February each yvear., Thereis need this
year of an interest to he taken by all
Spiritualists in the finanee of the N. S.
A. Many great necessities are taxing
the treasury. It is highly important
that this body shall be fully able to
meet the heavy demands upon it. The
time has never been more demunding of
close allegiance to the N, S. A. and the
public cause of Spiritualism than now.
Every Spiritualist should be faithful to
the eause, in the support of home and
national  work. Your earnestness
should now be shown as never hefore!

Let me appeal to youin such a man-
ner as to impress you with the need to
assist now, and thus sustain  move-
ments on hand that shall mean almost
everything to you as a Spiritaalist!

Take a collection at some meeting
you may hold during Februarvy, and
urge the friends of the cause to give
liberally.

Special donations from friends of the
cause are solicited,

Mediums and speakers may possibly
be inspired to hold a special meeting to
assist the national work, which is their
own for protection and stréngth, 1
will anticipate the good-will of all to be
manifest by liberal donations,

Fraternally,
GrorGE W. KATES, Secrotary.
Washington, D. C. Ly
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LILY DALE NEWS.!

Mina Seymore has gone away fora
few weeks,

Our school opened the 20th, after
four weeks’ vacation.

Mrs. Eustavieve is visiting at Sin-

clairville for a few days.

The streets and walks are soicy itis
unsafe to walk on them.

0. Maxham played for a dance at Sin-
clairyille Friday evening.

Mrs. Maggie Turner, George Gens
and Aunt Polly Horton are sick.

Mrs. Ed. Griswold is improving under
the care of Dr. Duke, of Fredonia.

The men are preparing to harvest the
ice, it being about nine inches thick.

Mr. and Mrs. Dayton and family were
here to attend the funeral of Mr. Riley
Johnson.

Mrs. May Burk has returned from
Kentucky, where she has been spending
a few weeks.

Mrs, C. H. Piersons and daughter,
Hazel, drove to Stockton Sunday to see
Mrs. Mina Pickett, whois very ill.

Mr. and Mrs. John Raymond and Mr,
and Mrs. Jay Raymond spent Sunday
with Mr. and Mrs. Israel Raymond.

Much credit is due Editor Walker for
the good Spiritual reading he furnishes
through the columns of the Sunflower.

Mrs, Ben Luce, who went to James-
town a short time ago for an operation,
is improving rapidly and her many
friends hope to see her home soon.

Our genial and popular Dr. J. D.
Henderson is kept busy caring for the
sick on the grounds and the surround-
ing towns. We are glad to have so
able a doctor among us.

Mrs. H, L, Tobien, of Cleveland, 0.,
a summer resident of Lily Dale, has
gone to Lake Helen, Fla., for the rest
of the winter.

Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Fleming, of Fre-
donia, have gone to Florida and will be
at Lake Helen part of the winter. Mr.
Fleming is one of the old conductors on
the Lake Shore Railway.

A letter has been received from Mrs.
L. B. MeDonell, of Limestone, sister of
the late Mrs. Minnie Meeker, stating
the funeral of Mrs. Meeker was held
Tuesday, January dth, at 2 p. m.,
Mrs. Watson, of Jamestown, officiating.
She thanks the good friends of Lily
Dale for their beautiful floral tribute,

consisting of a pillow™ of white hya= N

cinths, carnations, callas and nareissus,
interspersed with purple violets and
bordered with smilax and asparagus
fern, a casket bovnuet of white hya-
cinths and smilax, and another piece of
callas and pink carnations.

Again we are called upon to record
the transition of another from our
midst, and this time a familiar presence,
whom all residing here, as well as the
summer visitors, will miss—Mr, Riley
W. Johnson, who has been our gate-
kegper for many years. Mr. Johnson
moved here with his family when Lily
Dale was yet in its infancy, remaining
hereas an all-the-year resident. As-
suming the office of gatekeeper when
Dr. Carter became oo feeble Lo attend
to its duties, he has remained the same
ever since. While Mr. Johnson has

been in poor health for several months 3

he has only been confined to the house
for a short time, and passed away very
quietly about 1 o'clock Sunday morning,
January 19, 1908. He leaves to mourn
his loss a wife, two daughters, Mrs.
Andrews and Mrs. Hattie Stone, of
Fredopia, and one son, Fay Johnson, of
this place. He was 78 years of age.
How joyful is the thought that lingers
When loved ones oross denth's sea
Thit when our labors hete aye ended
With them we'll aver be.

The funeral was held at the house
Tuesday morning, after which the body
was taken to Laona for bural. The
Bpiscopalian minister of Fredonia
officiated.

PV S

Mrs. Eugenia Yontz, well known at
Lily Dale, where she was a visitor for
several years, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. C. F. Glenn, of Newark, O., com-
mitted suicide in astate of despondency
the last day of the old year, December
81, 1907. She took two ounces of car-
bolie acid.  After swallowing the poison
she screamed and ran to thé door of
their apartment and fell into the arms
of her father, who was coming up the
stairl, accompanied by his wife. She
died a half-hour after taking the acid,
suffering great agony, She left a note
stating her reasons for so doing. At
the funeral H. E. Boerstlein, of Colum-
bus, 0., officiated, This account should
have appeared in an earlier issue, but
was miglaid. '

B

The Sunfiower, SITQO a year,

All who gend matter for publi-
cation should tuke more care in
writing, so that the manuscript can
be read easily. Write plainly, do
not abbreviate words, be careful of
the punctuation and use of capitals, ;
avoiding all marks and dashes not¥
needed. And do not write on both
sides of the paper; it is inexcusable,
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MEDIUMS’ AND SPEAKERS’ DIRECTORY

Mediums and speskers frequently lose snguge-
ments because people do not know where to find
them. Toavoid this have your name and sddress
listed in this directory, under the proper heading,
Speakers and public mediums who su for
or advertise in the Sunflower by the yeur, cam,
upon application, have their names and addresses
vlaced in this column under one heading free of
charge, If mare then one hending is desired, $L
per year for ench heading, Those marked with =
star will attend funerals,

MESSAGE MEDIUMS.
N'l{_lry E. Clark, 351 So. Warren £t., Syracuse,

Fred B. Niles, 38 Gay St., Marlboro, Mauss.

Mrs. Tyler Moulton, 424 Lilly Ave., Columbus, O,

Mra. Elise Stum{.(, Lake Helon, Fla,

Harriet H. Danforth, Lily Dale, N. Y.
OC‘l.mtles Harding, 632 Dundas St., Woodstoek,

n

Mrs. B. W. Belcher, 293 Pleasant St., Mariboso,

C. Walter Lynn, 734 Sth St., Oakland, Cal.
Nll;& 0. W, Grant, 1856 Prospeet Ave., Buffaln,

Mrs. Edith McCrosaman, 202 East First Ave.,
Columbus, O.

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Demorest, Lily Dale, N. Y.

Prof, C, Otis Johngon, 358 Pearl St, Buffile,

2 &

Mrs, J. S. Steele, 8342 Penn avenue, Pits-
burg, Pa,

Mrs. W, Stansfield, 116 Moody avenue, New-
castle, Pa,

HEALERS,

Br. C.Fp. !E{:.inx,l()nnel. Mass,

rs, F. Elwanger, 22,1 North 13th "

Philadelphis, Pa. G
Mrs. Mattie Rector, 140 Hicks St., Utica, N. Y.
Mra. Dr, Dobson-Barker, 230 North 6th St

San Jose, Cal.

NMrs. AL A, Cawcroft, 333 Esst 2od, Jumestows,

s
Vincel Drahos, Jim Block, Cedar Rapids, Ia.
LECTURERS.
NE;wlle F, Howes Baillet, box 377, Lockpows,

*Charles S. Hulbert, 54 Morgan St., Buffalo, N. Y

Mri. F. E. Ellwanger, 2241 North 13th St.
Philadelphia, Pa.

Mra. M. E. Williams, 201 Richmond, S. L., N, ¥,

Mrs, S. Harrig, 166% North High St., Columbus,

0.

Rev. Dr, J. B, Geddes, 103 Lafayette St,, Jersey
City, N. J. %

Mattie E. Hull, Whitewater, Wis.*

Mary C. Ward, Box 116, R, ', D. 1, East Azhsa-
bula, O.*

G. W. Eates and wife, 600 Pennsylvania Awe.,
S, E., Washington, D. C.*

Mary M. Jennings, Moravia, N. Y.*

Mr=. Elizabeth J. Démarest Lily Dale, N. Y,

Mrs. Elise Stumpf, Lake Helen, Fia.

Dr, D. M. King, Mantos; 0.%

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHERS.
Mr. und Mrs. A. Normann, Lily Dale, N, Y.
SLATE WRITING.
Mr. and Mrs. A. Normann, Lily Dale, N. Y.

ASTROLOGERS.
J. N. Larsgn, 29 Union St., Titusville, Pa
Ceptain George W, Walrond, Rochester, N, Y.

TRUMPET MEDIUMS,
qua. S. BE. Pemberton, 407 Hancock St., Peoria,

.'g’m.k MeKinley, 15 West 6ith St, New York
Ity

MATERIALIZATION.

De Witt C. Hough, 208 West $5th St., New
York City.
M\fg. M. E. Williams, box 201 Richmond, S. L,

Mrs. Effic Mose, 211 East 315t St.. Chicago, L

National Spiritualists Home

for broken down, feeble, gick or helpless
spiritual mediums or speakers. or any-
one else of either sex, at

Belding Sanitarium and Retreat,

owned by Dr. A. B. Spinney, a Spiritualist of
forty years, who has be¢n in medical practice for
forty-nine years, and is conversant with every
form of discase human flesh i= heir to; who em-
ploys ¢very method and appliance in the way of
baths, massages and electricity, ns well gs ull the
rmedical treatment of all schools of medicing, and
everything known in the way of mental, magnetse
and psychical treatment.

The prices are the lowest of any home in the
0. S, 816,00 a month, including bourd and wmall
room, everything but private washing. To thoee
who require nursing and modicine, small room,
§30.00 & month, For those who require medicine,
nursing, and unabje to come to their meals, or
helpless and bed-ridden, and require lurge roopss
and extra heat, $30.00.

Any person who wishes treatment for nny form:
of disease. I will diagnose the case freé if they
will enclose stamp, a5 many can be treated and
cured 4t home

Acdress all yeail, Belding Sasitarium and Re-
reat, Bok J6eL
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RAYS OF LIGHT FROM }
THE WORLD OF SONG

By STEPHEN BARNSDALE.
100 Song Books Postpaid for $1.00.

SINGLE COPY, 2¢c.
Address,

S. BARNSDALE,

Pittsford, N. Y.
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If you are in lrouble, doubt or anxiely over
personal or business ‘malters, consult

J. H. FLETCHER

Consulting Psychie,

o West 107th St

New York. §

Daily. Also Sunday and Wednesday evap- | :
Inge.  Consultation by mail ome dollsr,
Send for circular. Telophone $H64 River,

P NL LT OAANAAAT NPT TN ACTTEEPABE P o

¢ Prof. George Plummer

PSYCHOME IRIC MEDIUM,

Endarsed by Florenes Muareyatt {y "“Therd is
no Death, " Reddines by mail, written, One
Dollur,  Address, 1'. O, Station “A" Bos-
ton, Moss, UoS. AL
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PLYMOUTH GHURGH POSTAL CARD

Tha Spiritualists of Rochester nre trying to pay
for I'ﬂnoubh Tample 4o thag thoy can own u&.‘.
T S i MGt o
gard o wrah and pantor, s 3

X one 6o rad o .

You can " for 5 conts epch,
Addross L Cu
nauw.no:h;m “m- ;“'

Seuorctary, 549 Suw-
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STARTLING PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES,

(Continued from page 1.)

EXPERIENCES OF MR. GEORGE
SPRIGGS. '

Mr. Spriggs said: This evening I
propose to give you a few of my
experiences in this country and in
Australia, and you must excuse me if,
in doing so, I quote largely from the
printed accounts of them which have
been published from time to time.
These accounts, however, being well
authenticated, are more valuable than
any verbal statements of my own, and
they cun be referred to by anyone who
is sufficiently interested to investigate
for himself.

In the first place, 1 wish you to
understand that the circle to which I
shall refer was a private one, and
free from all monetary considerations.
The same sitters were present every
time, there being only two or three
fresh investigators admitted at each
meeting, As far as I can 1 will
place the facts under different head-
ings — first, materializations; then
clairvoyance. If it is difficult for
some of you to realize or accept my
statements, I can only refer you to the
records of them, signed by all the
sitters, and published in The Medium
and Daybreak, London, and the Har-
binger of Light, Melbourne, and ad-
vige you to suspend your judgment un-
til you have investigated the matter
for yourselves in a true, scientific,
and religious spirit. 1 have had
thirty years’ experience and ought,
therefore, to be competent to judge;
but although I have not the slightest
doubt myself as to the personality and
mdviduality of the forms that manifest
themselves, 1 do not wish to force my
conclusions upon anyone else,

I may add that all manifestations of
this kind require special conditions,
both on the physical and spiritual
planes. Strong feelings, one way or
the other, affect and hinder them. In-
deed 1 have known oceasions when the
mere fact of one or two sitters desir-
ing strongly to have their friends or
relations make their presence known
to them has prevented manifestations
taking place at all. [t is best to go
to a medium in a calm, sympathetic
spirit, free from all partiality and
prejudice.

It is sometimes asked, ‘‘What is
the use of strange happenings of this
nature?’’ [ say they come to us in
this materialistic world as psychic
tonics, and who will venture to assert
that we do not ull need them?

Seances nt Cardiff,

I will commence with a few facts
about my Cardiff experiences. The
geances were held at the private resi-
dence of Mr. Rees Lewis, Newport
road, ina back room on the first floor,
and a curtain was drawn across the cor-
ner of the room where 1 sat, only a
-few feet from the sitters. It is
recorded in The Medium and Day-
break for August 2, 1878, that at one
of the secances one of our regularly
attending spirit friends, of erect sol-
dierly bearing, who exceeded my own
gtature by some gix inches, came at-
tired in a long white robe, which set off
hig figure to advantage. He quitted
the rcom and walked down stairs,
returning in a few minutes with a
dish of fruit, which he was kind
enough to hand round, besides partak-
ing of it himself. His greatest effort,
however, consisted in his quitting the
house entirely, through a back door,
and presently returning to the seance
room bearing in his arms branches of a
fuchsia bush. He must have traversed
the entire length of the garden, the
distance from the starting point being
ninety feet.

At another sitting on Sunday even-
ing, July 14, 1878, the blind covering
the window was drawn uside and a
flood of light admitted, which pervaded
every part of the room and fell in a
full stream upon the figure of the
spirit friend. The effect was indes-
eribable, A shaft of brilliant white
light (the hour being 7.30 p.m.)
illuminated the form from head to
foot, causing the white raiment to
glisten like the purest silver, the
hands being placed over the eyes to
shade them. The veins in the arms
were plainly visible, and there were
all the ordinary flesh tints,

In the report descriptive of the
above, the writer also says:—

““On Sunday, the Z2lst, nine or ten
times did the spirit friend descend
into the hall, and there, in a good
light, show himself to members of the
circle who had previously assembled
in the front patlor. Half a dozen
times at least he ascended the short
flight of stairs oppusite the seance
room, and, in view of the sitters,
opened the door of the front dressing

room and entered it. This was in day~
light, at 7.80 p. m."*

In the same report it is stated that
there was subseguently s repetition of
this occurrence with an addition, The
wriler says:i—

“The front part of the house hav-
ing been found inconvenient for such
experiments, hall of us adjourned to
the garden, the others remaining
to preserve the cirel¢, Presently one
gpirit friend, baving descended the
stairs, was observed to énter the back
parlor, advance toward us, and show
himseelf through the fuldng glass duors
which opened from the room directly
into the garden, Afterwards he opened
one of the folding daors and stood
plainly before us in all the glory of
his white raiment. He then walked
down three or four stone steps oppo-
site and stood on the lower' one. The
proximity of the neighbors prevented
him from coming down the gravel
path.

““When we remember that these
things took place in the broad day-
light, with the spirit talking famil-
iarly to us nearly all the time, it
does indeed seem to show that with
careful cultivation the time will ere
long draw nigh when our ascended
ones will mainfest their welcome
presence in our midst with ease and
freedom. "'’

Sixteen sitters signed the statement
regarding these experiences.

At one of the sittings a gentleman
spoke in rather a loud manner to the
spirit, who then seemed to fade away
and pass to where I was sitting, At
once the guide asked Mr. Rees Lewis
to come, and he found that my face
was covered with blood, and for a
long time Mr. Lewis could not restore
me to consciousness. This shows how
careful we ought to be in ovur
investigations. We stand on the
threshold of laws and conditions we
do not understand, and the sooner we
apply ourselves to the study of them
the better it will be for our cause. I
often wonder how many mediums have
had their powers destroyed by unkind
thoughts and rough treatment. When
we understand these things and get at
the causes, then we shall know better
how to treat sensitives and so obtain
phenomena under strict test conditions.

Before I leave Cardiff I will give an
account of a sitting held at Mr. Rees
Lewis's house at three o’clock in the
afternoon, with the sunlight streaming
in at the windows. We sat in the
front room, round the table, around
which a heavy cloth was placed so as
to make it dark underneath, At this
meeting there were present Father
Butcher, Rev. David Jones, Mrs. Fer-
rier, Mr, and Mrs, Lewis, and my-
self. The conditions were that none
of the sitters werc allowed to put
their hands in their pockets or down
by their sides after entering the room.
All kept their hands on the top of the

table. In about five minutes we
heard raps, and they told us to look
under the table. We did so, and

found a small bunch of grapes, a
branch from un apple tree, bunches of
wheat and barley, also some peas.
One of the reverend gentlemen ex-
claimed, ‘‘This is as near a miracle as
possible,’’ A report of this sitting
was spread ahout the town, with the
result that one gentleman preached on
the subject, and declared that the
‘‘the Devil had appeared again,
tempting us not only with apples but
with wheat and barley.'’ Poor Devil!
How he is made the butt of ignorance.
The times have changed since then,
and we realize that the strange
phenomena are not the work of the
evil one, [t is because of their ignor-
ance of the laws which govern them
that men attribute them to evil agen-
cies. A similar manifestation was
witnessed by the late Mr. W. Har-
rigon, at that time editor of the
Spiritualist,

Now we come to my Melbourne ex-
periences, and I will give you a deserip-
tion of the room in which the seances
were held, so that you will be able to
realize the conditions.

It was arranged that the seances
should take place in the library of the
Vietorian Association of Spiritualists,
84 Russell street, the room being lofty,
quiet, and centrally situated. The win-
dow faces east, and between its cornice
and the north wallisa space of five feet.
There is no break in the solid brick wall
between this and thedoor. Atthenorth-
west corner, a distance of fourteen feet
from the window curnice 10 the north
wall, at a height of 7 feet, 6 inches from
the floor, there is a cedar pole, upon
which are hung two curtains of ‘dark
rep, the top being covered in with a
light framework of dark net, to modily
the hght and give ventilation. The
space enclosed by the curtains, when
drawn, forms a triangle 5 feet, 6}
inches by 7 feet, and there are six clear
feet of space between the top of the
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Conscience.

I sat alone with my conscience,
In a place where time had ceased,
And we talked of my former living,
And in the land where the years increased.

And I felt I should have to answer
The questions it put to me,

And to face the answer and questions
All through eternity.

The ghosts of forgotten actions
Came floating before my sight,

And things that T thought were dead things
Were alive with a terrible might.

And the vision of all my past life
Was an awful thing tosface—
Alone with my conscience sitting,
In that solemnly silent place.

And I thought of a far-away warning
Of a sorrow that was to be mine,

In a land that then was the future,
But now is the present time.

And I thought of my former thinking,
Of the judgment day to be;

But sitting alone with my conscience
Seemed judgment enough for me.

And I wondered if there was a future
To this land beyond the grave.

But no one came to answer,
And no one came to save.

Then I felt that the future was present,
And the present would never go by,
For it was the thought of my past life,

Grown into eternity.

Then I woke from my timely dreaming,
And the vision passed away,

And T knew that the far-away warning
Was a warning of yesterday.

And I prayed that I might not forget it,
In this land before the grave;

That I may not cry in the future
And no one come to save.

And so I learned the lesson,
Which I ought to have known before,
And which, though I learned it dreaming,
1 hope to torget no more.

So I sit alone with my conscience,

In the place where the years increase,
And I try to remember the future,

In the land where time shall cease.

I know of the future judgment,
How truthful soe'er it may be,
That to sit alone with my conscience
Will be judgment enough for me.
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enclosure and the ceiling. As the room
i on the basement, the floor solid, and
there is no cellarage to the premises,
the impossibility of any material object
being introduced into the enclogure
without the cognizance of the specta-
tors mist be apparent. The writer of
the report from which I quote says:

“*At a sitting held here on December
28th, 1880, the sitters were told to be
in ‘the best condition for the seance ap-
pointed for New Year's eve. We were
told that if the conditions were favora-
ble a materialized form would eat and
drink with us. ‘Accordingly, on the
night referred to, a glass, containing
about half a pint of water, and a small
plate of biscuits, were placed on the
window-sill a short distance from the
curtain already deseribed.

*“The spirit appeared in a white gown
and red girdle. He was followed by
two lady forms, not recognized by the
sitters, one of them being very grace-
ful in appearance, and having a beauti-
ful hand, with long tapering fingers.
The first spitit reappeared and walking
to the window, took up the glassful of
water and drank ‘about half of the quan-
tity. He then took in his hand & bis-
cuit and bit it twiee, the sound being
distinetly audible to all present.

“Shortly afterwards he retired, and
there appeared at the opening between
the curtains the form of a black girl,
about thirty-six to forty inches high,
who answered to the name of “Baba.”’
The blackness of her hands and face
was intensified by the white drapery in

"

which she was enveloped. She bowed
and smiled, and reached out her hand
for some flowers that were offered her,
and, having obtained possession of them,
she carried them to and fro with ex-
pressions of delight, holding them
towards one gentleman and drawing
them playfully away when he attempted
to take them.

““Another spirit then appeared and,
approaching the window, he lifted the
glass to his lips, drank the remainder
of the water, ate part of a biseuit, and
bit another one, leaving the marks of
teeth distinetly visible on it.

‘““An interesting feature of these
seances was the psychometric power of
the Indian spirit, “‘Skiwaukie,”’ who
read past events in the lives of the
sitters and told of things that had hap-
pened many years hefore. On April
20th this spirit said that a letter from
Dr. Peebles was on the way and would
arrive in ten days. On May 8rd, ve-
ferring to the same subject, he said
that “‘Peebles was puzzled when he got
the quick serateh, or telegram, and did
not know what to do until he got the
letter which followed, which would in-
duce him to come.” On May 10th the
letter from Dr. Peebles referred to
arrived, and it confirmed “‘Skiwaukie’s’"
information.  The telegram, having
no date on it, when received by Dr.
Peebles was mistaken by him for one
that had gone astray the year before,

“On May 3vd the spirit took Mr.
Carson, a member of the cirele, by the
hand, and leading him up to where the

medium (myself) sat, placed his
hand upon the medium's head, and
stood with one hand on the medium
and the other in the hand of the spirit,

‘in view of all. After Mr. Carson had

returned to his chair the spirit picked

up a heavy stone and handed it to one
of the sitters. Then, taking the read- |
ing-stand from the corner of the room

to near the front of the curtain, he

wrote a message.”’

Weighing the Materialized Form.

It was deemed advisable by thoge in
charge of the circle to introduce me-
chanical means for the purpose of ascer-
taining the distinguishing features
between myself, as the medium, and
the materialized forms, the first experi-
ment suggested being that of weighing
the forms. Accordingly a small plat-
form weighing-machine was procured
and placed in the seance room in
proximity to thecorner where the forma
usually materialized. There was alsy
a weighing-machine upstairs. My
clothes were taken off and weighed
before the sitting commenced, and [
also was weighed. The same procedure
took place again after the sitting, and
I always found that as a result of the
seance I'had lost about thrée pounds in
weight. By way of further experi-
mentation, I weighed myself every day
and found that it took three days to
recover the lost weight. At first [
always sat three times a week, but
afterwards only twice a week,

With regard to the attempt made to
weigh the materialized forms, the pe-
pert in The Habringer of Light says:

‘“The first spirit who appeared
stepped on the scales, but evidently
was not of sufficient stamina to stand
the test. At first he turned the beam
at 100 pounds, but subsided so rapidly
in weight as to prevent a successive
record being taken. Indeed, failing to
turn the scale at 80 pounds, he hur-
ridly retreated behind the curtain.
Emerging a second time, his weight was
registered at 104 pounds, then 102,
and then under 100 pounds. The
20 pound weight being then re-
removed, he failed to turn the beam at
80 pounds, losing at least 24 pounds i
weight in about thirty seconds. The
next form stood firmly on the platform
and registered 1394 pounds, or within
7 pounds of the weight of the medium.
Stepping on a second time, his weight
was reduced to 117 pounds.

“On September 30th, at a seance
heldin the same rooms, Dr. Mueller, of
Yackandandah, expressed a wish to
feel the pulse of the spirit form. The
latter readily complied, and the doctor
distinctly felt the pulsation, the medium
being shown sitting on his chair
immediately after. The form talked
freely, and, in answer to questions,
said that when spirits materialized they
at first were not very clear in the
consciousness of their condition, their
minds being absorbed by the circle.

“Dr. Motherwell, of Collins street
attended a few of the seances, and also:
examined the pulses of the forms, as
well as the beating of the heart, and
found that both were natural.

“*On October 26th a spirit made his
appearance, and a letter was handed to
him from Mr. Finlason, of Castlemaine.
After looking at it intently he walked
over to the desk, and, taking paper
and pencil, he wrote a reply, enclosed
itin an envelope, addressed it to Mr.
Finlason, and handed it to a member of
the circle. The letter was unsealed,
and permission was given for it to be
read. It was as follows: ‘My dear
friend—I and —— will come and see
what can be done in your circle. Fare-
well and God bless you.*

““At the same sittirg a child named
Lily, who had been weighed and
measured, spoke to her father and
mother, who were . present on thi§
oceasion. She shook hands and talked
with them for some time, sending
affectionate messuges to her brothers
and sisters.

“On November 13th six childres
occupied the places of torse of the
ordinary adult visitors. The spirits
joined heartily in the singing with
which the seance opened, and at the
conclusion of the first song the spisit
form present expressed pleasure &t
meeting the children, ecalled them by
name, and handed flowers to each oné.
A message was written by one of the
spirit friends to the circle as follows:
‘My dear friend—I am pleased to be
with you to-night, Before you close, 1
wish you every happiness. May God's'
highest blessing rest upon you and your
labor, and the naxt year bea greater
suecess. Be careful with the cirelé,
and mind both the spiritual and the
material conditions.’

Considerable progress was made by
the spirit friends in their ability o
endure the full light more trequend!
during the eyvening and for longer
periods of time. This was a highly
gratifying and encouraging fact, be-
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» the active, muscular form of the
- one, withhis close heavy beard, afforded
Y %ﬁle’m contrast to the more slen-
- derly built form of the other, with his
thinner, wavy, grey beard. On three
accasions one of the spirits showed
himselfin the full glare of the light,
which was taken right out of therecess
it usually occupied, and was held by
Mr. Terry (then editor of the Harhin-
ger of Light) in the room, so as to
strike directly upon the form. On one
of these oceasions the spirit came fairly
into the circle and shook hands with
Mr. Carson, the light being so good as
to make clearly vigible the ruddy,
healthful hue of the countenance, such
as that of those much exposed to sun-
shine and air. IL contrasted greatly
with the pallid and more lifeless ap-
pearance which it had sometimes
presented when the power was not
strong.

“‘An early sitting in the month of
March was marked by an occurrence as
striking as any that had been recorded
during the progress of the manifes-
tations, This was the recognition, by
five different sitters, including one of
the visitors, of one spirit form as being
that of anold colonist and a well-known
pioneer in the caunse of Spiritualism,
who had passed away some five years
before. Amongst those who recognized
this spirit friend were his son, daughter
and nephew. He came on two oc-
casions and displayed considerable
emotion at being able thus visibly to
manifest his presence to his relatives
and friends. On the second occasion
he shook hands with Mr, Carson, who
stood up for the purpose, and who had
a good view not only of the full form,
but also of the wrinkled features and
thin beard.

“On the evening of May 23d the man-
ifestations were more powerful. Eight
different forms materialized, and one
entered into conversation swith the sit-
ters. He said that a spirit giving the
name of Jacob Matthews was present
and recognized one of the sitters, a Mr.
Warne, who formerly lived in Cardiff
some thirty years ago. He referred to
their having bathed together when boys
in the River Taff. Mr. Warne confirmed
this. The spirit then stated that they
were about to place the medium in a
deep trance. Then, coming out into
the circle and standing before the cur-
tains in full view, he asked Mr. Terry
to come forward. Upon the latter do-
ing so, he took one of Mr. Terry's
hands in his own, as they stood side by
side, and requested him to place his
other hand through the curtain upon
the medium’s hand. This Mr. Terry
did, and he declared to .the other
sitters that he had hold of the fingers
of the medium’s hand. He grasped
the fingers of the medium's hand some-
what tightly, which instantly produced
a curious and marked effect upon the
spirit standing by his side in full view
of the sitters. The five remaining
members of the circle were in success-
ion called forward for the same purpose,
and in each case as soon as the hand of
the sitter came in contact with that of
the medium, who was evidently in a
very deep trance, the spirit who was
standing outside, holding the sitter by
the other hand, was observed to shrink
and cry out with pain, and did not for
some moments recover from the shock. '’

1 have been trying to obtain a fall
account of the seance from the wife of
the scientific gentleman who was pres-
ent, along with her, but being on the
continent, and all her goods being
packed away, I have not been success-
ful. Personal messages were given
them for friends in Sydney, and facts
were conveyed which they did not know
of at the time, but which they after-
wards discovered to be correct, proving,
I belisve, the identity of the communi-
cating spirit.

Seance Duseribed by a Journalist.

1 will now guote an article written by
Mr, James Smith, sub-editor of the
Melbourne Argus, and published in the
Melbourne World of February 16th,
1884, Mpr, Smith says:

“Having heard of the occurrence of
some extraordinary phenomena at the
house of a private gentleman residing
in one of the suburbs of this city, and
being interested in the study of occult
seiences, | asked and obtained his per-
mission to be present at what is called
a materializing seance a few evenings
gince, There were seven other persons
present, one of whom, & gentleman of
distinguished scientilic attainments, oc-
eupying a high position in a neighbor-
ing colony, had been attracted by euri-
osity, like myself. We satin 4 semi-
cirela in the dining room of our host,
There was a regess between the fire-
place and the mnorth wall sufficiently
deep to contain a chair for the nse of
the medium, and two curtains were
drawn over the recess. There was no
door, window, or other aperture behind
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the curtain communicating with the
garden outside, from which the room
was separated by a thick blue-stone
wall. Having built the house myself 1
am well acquainted with its structure.
There was no wearing apparel in the
recess, and no place for concealing any.
The medium is between § feet, 7 inches
and 5 feet, 8 inches in height, and full
proportioned, rather than slender. At
the commencement qf the proceedings
he was somewhat convulsed, and then
passed into a state of trance, at which
stage of the proceedings, it was alleged,
he was taken possession of by a con-
trolling spirit, who spoke with a decid-
edly foreign accent. Addressing the
seientific visitor, he said: Standing be-
side you are two spirits, and on being
asked to name them he did so. The
names were those of two gentlemen
formerly resident in the capital of a
neighboring colony, but now deceased;
and they said that the object of their
coming was to mention to the visitor
the fact that one of them wished to
communicate with the surviving mem-
bers of his family; that he had discov-
ered that his Younger son, whom he
named, was mediumistic, and that he
wished his old friend to make known
that fact on his return home, 80 that
advantage might be taken of it in the
manner desived. Shortly afterwards
the medium retired behind the curtain,
and after some music had been played,
in order, it was said, to harmonize the
conditions, a shadowy, wavering figure
emerged into the room, clad in white,
but so fluctuating in height and so
vague in form as to produce a wierd
and uneusy impression on the mind of a

Think ever of the dead:
When spring is beautiful, when summer shines,
When the soft skies rose-mingled luster shed,
When autumn sunbeams kiss the purple vines,
And when the snow-stars glisten, to them wing
Thy gentlest thought: They filled thy life with spring.

Think truly of the dead:
Let not thy heart be ever won away,
By eyes that laughing radiance o'er thee shed,
And flatteries breathed like incense round thy way;
Oh, deep and warm their love, and true their faith;
Thou should’st not change—they changed not unto death,

Think sweetly of the dead:
All while they lingered in this world below
The music of their voice, their smile, their tread,

Lip unto lip, and heart to heart was pressed;
Shrine tenderly their memories in thy breast.

Think joyful of the dead:
As of sweet friends, whose blissful harp-notes ring
In that fair clime where kindred souls are wed,
And heart to heart like lips of lovers cling.
Think joyfully, they breathe thy name in prayer,
And wait, and long to bid thee welcome there.

They think of thee—the dead :
The glorious dwellers in yon peopled skies
Their thoughts, like dewdrops, on thy heart are shed:
They fill thy soul with blessed sanctities,
Sweet inspirations of the pure and fair,
The springtime breathings of celestial air!

They dwell with thee—the dead:
Pavilioned in the auroral tents of light:
Their spheres of heavenly influence round thee spread,
Their pure transparence veiling them from sight.
Angelic ministers of love and peace,
Whose sweet solicitudes will never cease.

They strive with thee—the dead:
Spirit with spirit striving, heart with heart,
Alluring from the paths of wrong you tread,
Spurned and resisted they may not depart.
In the dark prison of life's last despair,
Lo! the delivering angel's with thee there!

They watch with thee—the dead:
Through the last agony, the doubt, the gloom,
When soul and body are through pain unwed,
And night droops down—the midnight of the tomb:
And o'er the soul-sense steals their wakening hymn,
Familiar—yet the song of seraphim !

They welcome thee—the dead:
The soft sweet glow of those beloved eves

And gives new glory to God's paradise!
Loye and remember them—unseen yet near,

Written for the Univerccelum.

taught the cheek its glow;

long hath inly bled,

to the immortal sphere.

—Thomas L. Harris.
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spectator witnessing the phenomenon—
as I did—for the first time,

“Two or three voices were heard be-
hind the curtain, and from one of these
the statement came that this]spirit
could not materialize himself, and he
seemed to fade out of sight. But the
next apparition was that of a slender
and graceful girl, representingifherself
as having been an Egyptian. She was
about 5 feet, 5 inches in height, lithe
and sinuous in her movements, and she
wore a semi-diaphanous garment that
resembled white cashmere in its text-
ure, The feet and ankles were bare
and were of exquisite] smallness and
beauty, and shejwas fond ofidisplaying
them, When she liftedgher slight, thin
arm and hand the substance and color
of the curtains were visible through the
limb and through itsjenveloping drapery,
She reappeared half-a-dozen times, re-
tiring, it was explained, to gather fresh
vital force from the medium. This
process, as also thatfof dematerializa-
tion, was always accompanied by a pe-
culiar wheezy sound. This apparition,
the outlines of whose figure were
clearly visible through her robe, was
about half the bulk of. the medium,
while her feet were certainly as dimin-
utive as they were heautiful.

“During anotherinterval, in which the
wheezing sound went on, someone be-
hind the curtain, speaking in & voice re-
sembling that of a boy with a provincial
accent, offered an explanation, in reply
to a question put by the scientist, of the
modus operandi of materialization. 1t
was plausible, certainly, but it was di-
rectly opposed to all our received no-
tions of matter. To another, guery,

. propounded by another visitor, with re-

spect to the objective presentation of
ghosts, when no medium is present, he
also replied to the apparent satisfaction
of the querist. I whispered a skepti-
cal comment to a neighbor, and before
I had completed my sentence, which
was inaudible to any other person pres-
ent, a responsive comment came from
a voice behind the curtain, about eight
feet distant. Another visitor remarked
jestingly: The Theosophists say you are
no spirits at all, but only shells. Are
we? was the reply, If you were as we
are, you would know there is an oyster
inside the shell. Presently a third figure
came into the room. It was that of a
swarthy, dark-bearded man, with high
square shoulders, and a spare habit of
body, clothed in'a Hindu costume, com-
posed of a material that looked like In-
dian cotton, He had a turban round
his head.

‘*He was seen with remarkable dis-
tinctness, and shook hands with one of
the gentlemen present. He also lifted
a heavy chair and removed it from
where it was standing to another part
of the room. The next spirit who pre-
sented herself was that of a female
child, apparently about eleven years of
age, and not more than 5 feet high.
She was not visible for more than a few
minutes, and seemed rather to fade
away into the curtain than to withdraw
behind it. The last was a sinewy, stal-
wart figure, about 5 feet 10 inches in
height, with a thick black beard and a
manly stride. He was furnished at his
own request with writing materials on
a small round table conveniently placed
for that purpose, and wrote a sentence
on each of a few sheets of paper,
which he handed to as many persons
present. Walking across the room to
where the writer was sitting, he gave
him one and held out his hand, which
the writer clasped. It was soft but
scarcely warm, substantial to the touch,
but somewhat weak in the grasp.
Upon the paper was written, in a firm,
bold character, I am pleased to meet
you to-night.—Geordie. Iwastold that
Geordie is a frequent visitor to the
circle.

“By this time the seance had lasted
for two hours, and the controlling spirit,
in a voice altogether unlike that of the
medium, declared that he was becom-
ing exhausted, and that the proceedings
must be brought to a close. I find,
however, that I have forgotten to men-
tion that in the course of the proceed-
ings one of the spirits, who was outside
the curtain, drew it aside, and showed
us the medium in a comatose condition,
and I must add that he had no compan-
ion or confederate behind it. When he
came forth at the end of the seance he
was still in a state of trance or mag-
netic sleep, and the voice with the
strongly marked foreign accent con-
tinued to speak out of him for some
minutes. Then the control bade us all
good-night, and intimated his intention
of quitting the body of the medium,
who was subject to the same convulsive
movements as at first, with a violent
spasmodic metion of the hands as though
struggling with, and repelling, some
hostile influence, and the contrast be
tween the tone of voice in which he said
Why, it is ten o’clock, and that in which
he, or his possessor, had previously
spoken was very striking.

“No Room For Trickery or Fraud."

““I have endeavoured to describe with
serupulous accuracy the phenomena
which I witnessed on the occasion re-
ferred to, and I venture upon no theo-
ries to explain or to account for them.
There was no room for trickery or fraud,
and it seems scarcely possible that ten
persons were simultaneously the vie-
tims of a series of optical delusions.
As 1 left the house in which these pro-
ceedings occurred, I could not help
quoting toaneof the visitors, who ap-
peared to be much impressed by them,
the exclamation of Horatio, O day and
night, but this is wondrous strange, to
which hereplied in the words of Hamlet:
" *And, therefore, as & stranger give it wolcome.
There are more things in Heaven and earth,

Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” "

Mr. Terry, summing up his testimony
in the Harbinger of Light, in reply to a
correspondent, says:

“l have been present at least at fifty
seances and have personally recognized
friends. One whom I had known inti-
mately in the body I recognized distinet-
ly without any intimation being given
8s to who she was, and without any
previous expectation of seeing her.
Having personally written the reports
of the seances which have been pub-
lished in the Harbinger of Light I must
confidently affirm that they are unex-
aggerated accounts of what I have wit-
nessed, which could have been made
more sensational without a departure
from the truth. As the ladies and
gentlemen who farmed  the circle are,
with the exception of Mr. Carson and

myself, not widely known, the publica-
tion of théir names would be of little
value to the world. Visitors have not
been asked to publish their names. Mr.,
Carson and Mr. Charles Watt, gentle-
men of undoubted integrity, clear-
sightedness, and of good social position
in this city, have publicly testified to
the bona fides of the phenomena o¢cur-
ring at the seances, the former of whom
has expressed his willingness to supple-
ment my reply.””

This supplementary testimony duly
appeared in the Harblnger of Light.

At oneof thesittings two forms were
seen at the same time. The first, the
form of a female unfamiliar to the
circle, materialized and stood plainly
before the curtain for a short time.
She then retired, but immediately after-
wards the curtains were pushed aside,
both in the centre and on the left. At
the side stood the form of the female,
whilst in the centre was visible the
form of a child not more than 3 feet in
height. The figures were separated by

nearly the whole width of the left cur-

tain—three and a half feet. THis was
repeated scveral times. Again they
showed themselves; this time side by
side, thus forming a striking contrast.
The taller form then repeatedly sat
down beside the child, and afterwards
took it up in her arms.

Mauterinlized Forms Measured and
Welghedd,

In the Harbinger of Light for March,
1881, will be found the results of the
measurement of the forms, The re-
port states that;

*'Ten dijfferent forms materialized, of
varying heights, as follows:—Male
forms: five feet five inches, five feet
seven and one-half inches, five feet five
inches; female forms: five feet twe
and one-half inches, five feet three-
fourths inch, child, Lily, four feet;
another, five feet three and one-fourth
inches; other males from five feet eight
and one half inches to five feet eleven
inches. In the same report the weight
of the medium is recorded as being IZISQ
pounds. The highest weight of a
materialized form was found to be 139%
pounds; the lowest, 33 pounds and
10 ounces. One of the most remarkable
facts observed was the diminution of
the weight of the same form at sue-
cessive weighings immediately follow-
ing eachother. Even whilst they stood
on the scales the weight would go down
to a few pounds. Then they would re-
tire to where the medium was sitting
and again obtain their full weight,
The experiment went on through a
number of sittings, but I think it is a
pity we did not earry the investigation
still further, so that the medium and
the sitters could have been weighed at
the same time as the spirit form, to see
where the force came from, because
we observed that when we had tall
sitters in the circle, the forms would
often be taller. In weighing and meas-
uring, one person was told off to see
that forms stood on their solid feet
when measured; one had to see that
they stood properly on the platform
scales; and two took a record of the
weights, one checking the other.””

To the most experienced students of
materialization it has long been known
that coloring matter placad upon a
genuine materialized form, or upon ma-
terialized hands, will sometimes bpe
transferred to the corresponding, or a
different part of the person of the med-
ium. This, however, is not always tte
case. The truth seems to be not that
it must be, but that it may be so trans-
ferred. On this point, the following
appeared in the June Harbinger of
Light:

“*One of the tests applied this month
may be considered more valuable by
outsiders, because it was employed by;l
skeptic without the knowledge of the
circle and with the expectation of de-
tecting fraud. One of the sitters, tak-
ing an unfair advantage, contrived to
smear his hands with printer’s ink be-
fore grasping that of the materialized
form. When the medium came into
the full light, however, the skeptic was
grievously disappointed to find no
traces whatever of the ink which he
had impressed upon the hand of the
form. It is well known that the stain
of printer's ink cannot be erased with
soap and water in a single wash. The
fact, therefore, that themedium’s hand
was perfectly free of any trace of the
ink was another important evidence of
the distinet identity of the form. " The
last manifestation in  Melbourne to
which I will refer was the uppedrance
of Mr. Rees Lewis, When | was in
Cardiff two years before he promised
to visit me as soon after passing over
as possible. I asked him to appear in
the daylight, and not in the darkness,
and this he promised to do if possible,
I had not heard from him for some
eighteen months, when one afternoon,

~m———
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H. D. BARRETT ON RELIGION

National Historian, Like Many Others, Does Not
Agree, with Brother Francis, that Progres-
sive Thinker is the Only Spiritual-
ist Paper---True Religion.

Editor Sunflower:

My attention has been called to the
last four or five numbers of your most
excellent paper, and I take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate you upon the
splendid mental and spiritual pabulum
that you have placed before your
readers.

Mr. E. W. Hulburd has written
most impressively upon the subject of
Harmony. It is to be hoped that
every reader of the Sunflower will put
into practice the splendid suggestions
that Brother Hulburd has made in his
article. There bas been too much talk
about harmony, and too little practice
of it, in days gone by. To the lack
of practice we can assign many of the
ills that now beset our movement.

Brother Lyman C. Howe and Prof.
J. 8. Loveland both have written
most interestingly with regard to the
subjects they have treated. I wish
Brother Howe had.submitted some
figures with respect to there being a
smaller percentage of fraud in medium-
ship today than there was thirty years
ago. I do not question his sincerity
or honesty, in the least, but I do wish
to ba fortified in meeting the charge
that is so frrequently made with re-
gard to the exireme prevalence of
fraud at the present time, as
contrasted with the work of thirty
yeurs ago.

1 do not suppose for a moment that
anything can be gained from arguing
the case of commercialism in medium-
ship, Perhaps everything that is
done by the average individual is for
the sake of the dollar, but I cannot
quite bring myself to believe it. 1
think there are some people who value
deeds of kindness above cold cash,

I hold, however, that the laborer is
worthy of his hire, and believe in a
just wage toall speakers and mediums
who devote their time to the public.
There is nothing Spiritual, nor uplift-
ing, nor even civilizing, in locating
gas or oil wells, in finding hidden
treasures, 1n claiming to ascertain the
price of stocks, or in inducing lost hus-
bands to return to their anxious
wives, and, to my mind, every person
who ¢laims to do so can, at least, be
looked upon with suspicion, or, per-
haps, be considered an absolute fraud.
Be that as it may, | had in mind, as
commercialism, the very conditions
that 1 have just enumerated, in writ-
ing what [ did in one of my reports
several years ago.

It will be a happy day for Spirit-
palism when medioms are content to
devote themselves exclusively to
Spiritual work. Even if it be true
that 95 per cent. of those who visit
mediums do so to secure advice upon
business matters, it does not follow
tha!,.t.he people so doing represent the
progressive,reverential and consecrated
men and women of our land. 1 do not
believe that the denizens of the soul
world Jeal with material things. Any
person who makes claims to the con-
trary does so at peril of his soul’s in-
tegrity. If we devote ourselves to the
affairs of this life with the purpose in
mind of dealing justly with all of our
fellowmen, and of seeking to establish
the law of kindness, we would be not
only doing our duty, but will be the
instruments through whom the enlight-
ened ones in the Spiritual world will
seek to establish the kingdom of
Heaven on earth. We can safely
trust the angels to mind their own
businegs, if we will engage in the
high and noble calling of minding our
OWIL.

The word ‘‘Religion’" can be
defined in many ways. Any attempt
to limit it to the one meaning of
““binding back,’” or “*binding again,”’
ig' not only unfair, but decidedly out
of keeping with the root meaning of
the word. [n consulting the lexicons
of several languages I find that it is
defined as meaning “‘to call together, "’
““to bring together,"’ ‘‘to draw to-
gether,”” **lo unite,”’ ‘‘to serve,"’
““to do good,’’ and like terms.

Individuals place upon it eyven a
broader definition, and some of them
appeal to me as being far more in
harmony with the etymology of the
word than the forced definition of
“‘binding back."’
excellent work, Primitive Culture,
defines religion as ‘‘a belief in spirit-
ual beings.’' Does any Spiritualist
dare asserc that he does not believe in
gpiritual beings? If he does believe

Tylor, in his most :

in them, according to Tylor, he is a
religionist. If he does not believe in

them, then he is a materialist, having :;:

no hope beyond the grave.
I have frequently quoted from Car-
lisle, Emerson,

F. E. Abbott, and &3

eternal past
tower and mast.

ture's plan,

and pen

as then.

Matthew Arnold, in my reference to §4

the word, *‘religion.”’
are interesting and instructive, even
to the non-religionists. Let any man

read Carlisle’'s Sartor Resartus, and '.j'.f
then say that he has not been made &
better for so doing. I honestly believe £3

that he would be willing to be counted
as a religionist, if he does read it.
Let him read the works of Emerson
and then see what his mental state will
be. Emerson, it is true, was & trans-

cendentalist, but his iceals were not
beyond the reach of very ordinary &

readers. He never disclaimed his be-
lief in religion, and his beautiful and
helpful references to it have aided
millions of people.
read his poem, The Problem, and re-
port results. The man who could
write

“’He builded better than he knew,

The conscious stone to beauty grew"”
surely had religion.

F. E. Abbott says that religion is %

‘‘man’s effort to perfect himself.’’

Can any one take exception to that
Isn’t there a need of $3
self-improvement on the part of every &

statement ?

living being? Have the non-religion-

ists arrived at such a state of perfec- 2

tion as to be able to claim they have
no further need of mental, moral and
spiritual development?

is possessed of all possible knowledge?
For shame on those people who arro-
gate to themselves such extravagant
virtues! They know that every finite
being is prone to err,
cate us. T'he man who claims that he

makes no mistakes is either insane or 23

an idiot. Following Mr. Abbott’s

thought man must ever be striving to

be good and to de good, if he would

perfect himself in the cardinal virtues &

of the soul. Love, mercy, justice,

honesty, peace and sobriety constitute £3

some of those virtues.

Matthew Arnold says that ‘“religion
is morality toucued with emotion.’’
Here are thought and feeling united in
righteous living. Intellectuality alone
cannot round out human character. It
is as cold as a glittering iceberg that
comes down to us frem the northern
seas. When emotion, under the guid-
ance of reason, is blended with intel-
lectuality, there is a melting together
of all of the vital powers of the soul,
which will redound to the good of the
individual
takes place.

The payment of one hundred cents
on the dollar in settling one’s aceounts
is a part of religion. The feeding of
a hungry man, or the supplying of
helpless women and children with fuel
on a cold day, isreligion. The caring
for the sick and needy, the spesking
of kind words, the giving of a
friendly hand, the furnishing of a
sunny smile, all are expressions of
religion. 1f they are given for the
sake of the dollar they have become
commercial in character, and selfish in
principle. 1t seems almost beyond the
pale of reeson that people can be
found in this opening decade of the
twentieth century who do not believe
in righteousnesg, or in the integrity of
the soul, or in the eternality of life.
“‘Like derelicts at sea without chart,
compass, rudder or pilot, they are
adrift on the ocean of being, menaces
alike to the “honest commerce of
thought, and useless to themselves,
as having no purpuse for existing and
no harbor into which to take a cargo
for the benefit of their fellow-men.”’

HARRISON D. BARRETT.

January 24, 1908,
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Their views §3

Let any thinker

Isn’t it the
height of egotism to assume that one &3

Mistakes edu- &

in whose life the union &

“woman's mouth.

man events,

pense.

West
behest,

others share,

eat or wear?

is curled,

rules the world."”

past?

of cast.

hurled

world.

tary league,”

intrigne

true and grand,
land.
furled ?

It is because a king, called
your world.

Given by the cuides to
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Cold Money Rules the World.

More than a hundred years are numbered with the

Since freedom shown by stripes and stars bedecked each
Her heroes’ forms have mouldered to strengthen na-

Their spirits rise triumphant the higher orbs to span,
Their minds, that once directed the work of thought

Still whisper words of warning and can help you now

You have found it quite essential, in the course of hu-
To make some new amendments, to meet required ex-
Now, like a vessel floating without a sail or guide,
America seems tossing upon the sea of pride.

A wave that carries with it no diadems of worth,
But lives as empty bubbles, and dies estranged to truth.

The moneyed kings of Europe, of Wall street and the
Assume the might to conquor right, you bow at their
Though vou know without the labor, that you and
They would die of cold and hunger, for what could they
Within you feel like cursing, and your brow. with scorn

But you answer, ‘*We can’t help it, for their money

Why has ceased the social fondness of the leaders of the
They declared that “all are equal,” forbidding a desire
Now, money rules the ballot, the altar and the bench,
And woman is the power that must that evil quench.

Man is drifting from the summit, and with the tide is

Into channels deep .and lurid, for cold money rules the

Now we ask the thoughtful student of the “ parliamen-
- Whence come these sore privations, this dishonor and

That today controls our nation?
You have sacrificed your loved ones by the thousands,

Still there lurks a secret serpent, devastating your fair

Can’t you read the reason, writtén on a banner all un-

2
'::g Maple Rapids, Mich., January 28,,1908.
5

money, King Money rules

—Bessie G. Oshorn.
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Spirits Manifest the World Over.

The Hindu Spiritual Magazine gives
the two spirit manifestations narrated
below, which are similar to the experi-
ences of many in thisand other countries:

The first relates to a circumstance
which occurred in public when the
narrator was a boy, and made a great
impression on him. The wife of a
Babu living in a village near Calcutta
fell several times as though fainting,
and at those times the spirit of a de-
ceased relative appeared to her, and
she apparently passed under his control.
Many attempts were made to send this
spirit away, but without success, until
the most celebrated ‘‘ghost-doctor’™ in
Bengal was sent for. On hearing that
this doctor was to be summoned, the
woman, as though under influence, be-
came very abusive, and when hearrived
in the village she appeared greatly dis-
turbed. The “‘ghost-doctor’” ordered
the woman to be kept in an upper room,
and began reading aloud. Suddenly
the woman again became furious, and
tried to get out; on the door being
opened she rushed into the courtyard
and sat down om & bench which had
been placed in readiness; she appeared
to be in great pain, and after repeating
some mantrams, the exorcist forced the
spirit to declare his name through the
The spirit thoroughly
proved his identity, for there were some
present who thought it was all a trick,
and he refused to leave the woman un-
less an offering was made at a certain
shrine, and it was promised that this
should be done. The spirit was one of
those who are in an unhappy and un-
advanced condition in the other world
on account of their evil disposition dur-
ing life. oy
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The second narrative is by a native
Master of Arts, who was at the head of
a Church missionary school, and who
“‘does not believe in ghosts.” In the
early morning, as he was alone in the
house, he woke up and saw a lady com-
ing towards him. He was intensely
astonished, but asked her name and
business, She had a child with her,
which seemed sickly; she said that its
father and grandfather were neglect-
ing it and if proper care was not taken
it would die in a few days. She there-
fore asked the schoolmaster to speak to
the child’s father and suggest the use
of a remedy which she named. The
child’s father was an assistant master
at the school, and his wife, who had
appeared in the vision, was dead, The
message was delivered, the remedy
applied aceording to the directions
given by the deceased wife, and the
child recovered. Perhaps the most
remarkable circumstance in this narra-
tive is that the apparently real form of
the deceased mother was holding in her
arms the equally vivid apparition of the
still living child. From the manner in
which the story is narrated, it would
seem that (as often happens when half
awake) the percipient did not remem-
ber that he was conversing with a de-
ceased person until after the lady had
*‘departed with the child in her arms.”’
oo ss e st sl s e e Ve e
Dr. Agnes V. Kelley s
perionce in treating all manner of f;]x:o:u‘\a v‘v)l(l.l
take the sick in her own home to treat, where they
will be comfortubly situnted and recoive every care,
If you are not able to come to me, and desive it, |

wil vigit you in your own home. | diagnose dis-
ease either according to the old pathology or elair-

z:om:l:vﬁ rglitmc)umdl of practice is ﬂ;;' Biochem-
emistry). CAN Cure You. i
by my spiritual it ¢ i b

name
RONALD ROMYEN,

v 381 East Second St.,

Jumestown, N. Y.

RItf

88 wife and his
2 afterwards became an earnest iny
3 gator, and was the means of deve
»s ing one of the best mediums in

e

s STARTLING PERSON,

EXPERIENCES.

(Continued from page 5.)

——

in bright sunshine, while I was wall
28 under the verandah, my coat was pul

1 turned round, and there stood
Rees Lewis. As soon as he saw |
1 recognized him he disappeared

5% wrote to his grandson in Cardiff,

he had also written to me, for

£ letters crossed. His letter stated ;

his grandfather had passed away,
was seven days after he passed g

% that he appeared to me.

I have now presented a few of
experiences in materializations,

&% leave them with your good judgn
za to explain them. When fully mate

ized, the forms display emotions %

] they meet their relations and frie
5% and I ask, if they are not the spirif
ys the departed, who are they?

Remarkable Clairvoyant Dexcriptio
Now as to clairvoyance. Soona

my arrival in Melbourne Captain Lz
g2 of Echuca, called upon me, ha
2 heard about the circle.

1 saw wal)
by his side the forms of a lady a

little boy. I got their names and g

him descriptions of both of them.

2 sat down and cried, he was so ple:

to get into communication with
grandson again,

bourne; Mrs. Rising. He was
present at a sitting in Lygon st
Carlton, and being a very cautious r
he requested one of the spirits to b
something into the circle. He
asked what he wished to have, an
answered: ‘‘An oak tree!” I may
you that oak trees are very scares
that part of the world, but in less
two minutes there were fifty or s
acorns put on the table,

A Missing Man Traced,

Just one other ecase I will relat;
you. A Mr. H. (I am not at libert
give his name) disappeared ra
suddenly. His wife called upon
and brought an article he had wor
see if I could trace him. 1 said he
on board a vessel going to Eur
Accordingly she wrote to his relat
in  Europe, saying it was poss
“John"” might be with them sho:
Some months passed, however, ane

was not heard of. One day s
visifors were down at Franks
walking in the serub, when

observed his clothes, with a towe!
stones put over them to keep f
from blowing away. There was a
camera, and in the pockets of
clothes were found a watch, chain
key, the whole appearing as if he
gone to bathe and been drowne
fact, he had told his wife befor:
went out that he was going to “‘ha
dip’* and would take his camera
snapshots. The articles were deliv
to his wife, and she brought the w
coat to me, stating that what I
previously told her was all wrong,
her poor husband was drowned,
asking if nothing could be found of
in the way of bones. She had j
notice of his death in the papers, stz
that he was accidentally drowne
Frankston, had sold off her furni
and gone into mourning. 1 tried a
with the waistcoat and stated th
was “in a country where it was da
meaning Europe. She declared

this could not be; he had ‘‘go
Soon after this interview, howe
she received a letter from his par
informing her that if John was wa
he was with them, He was in Holl

I have often been asked whether
tings injure my health. My reply
use mediumship rightly and it is a |
sing to all. Use it in excess—
comes the danger. The same law
plies to everything in life, There
I say mediumship is one of God's g2
est blessings to humanity.

In conclusion, I would ask, who
what are these appearances? A
thirty years' experience I have arr
at the conclusion that they are hu
beings in another condition of life;
they feel and love; that, in fact,
are our dear ones, gone to a hig
plane of existence. Let those o
who realize the facts push on the
work of Spiritualism, so thatit ma}
brate throughout the world, and
all to understand that they are br
ers. Above all, let us keéep Spirit
ism free from sect, creed and dog
and make it as free as the air
breathe. In the words of the poet
can truly say :

"T'he world hath felt a quickening breatk

From Heaven's eternal shore,

And souls triminphant over death
Return to earth once more 1™

Truth for authority, not authority
truth. 4%
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This derqﬂi'rll\'nl 18 conducted to enable Spiritan!ing
©

and Public Workers to keep 1o touch with cach othaer
anil with the work, 8end us notloes of your engage-
naents o any otler items of (ptecest.  OMcers o0 ios
Hes, smd s roports of your meetings, entertaluments,

whut speskers you ave, yoor eleetions, roports of an-
nunl aud ether business meetings, in facl, overyibing
you Would Tike o know nbout otber socletles,

Write reg-\rts with typewriter or plainly with pen
snd fuk, Never use o ponoil or write on buth sides of
e pajier.

Make {terns short gnd to the point. 'We will adinst
“hemn Lo st the space we have to use. A weekly noe

eo ol yuur mestliips written on & postal card would
wok well i Uds column.

Alwoyxsign your full name sod sddress ta every
comuunioadon; not pecesdarily for publestion, but
s guarantee of goond faindi; “correspondent’ or “subsori-
ber” gives usno clustitheauthor. The pristed artisle
can be signed that way iF yoo wish it but we must bave
your puwie for pur own lnformstion

Manuscripts will ot be returned wnless Mampy are
eaclosad for returny postage. Ifnot used they will be
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Syracuse N. Y.

The Lone Star Spiritualist Society is
still holding services at 1002 Mont-
gomery street, with Mrs. Adalire
Cooper as speaker. The seats are well
filled at each meeting. The ladies are
holding seances at different homes and
many orthodox people are opening their
parlors for the speaker, to hear the
messages she is able to receive Tand
transmit to the audience. The proceeds
are added to our treasury.

We have started a library, have
about forty volumes and some of them
are Spiritual works. We have Carlyle,
Petersilyea’s Spirit letters. The Con-
gregational minister’s wife has become
interested enough to ask the.privilege
of reading it.

We charge five cents per week for the
use of the books.

January 3lst we expect to have al
poverty social. Supper will be served,
for which a charge of 15 cents will be
made.

Philadelphia Note.

The Rev. G, Tabor Thompson, for-
merly a Baptist clergyman, officiates
at the Temple of the First Association
of Spiritualists, founded 1852. Lyceum
founded 1864. Services at 10:30 a. m.
and 7:30 p. m.

Lyeeum, 2:30 p, m.

Capt, Francis J. Peffes; President.

F. H. Morrell, Secretary.

Pittsburg, Pa.

PFirst Church of Spiritualists, Bougquet
street, Oakland, Sunday—Lyceum,
9:45 a. m.; Services, 1045 a. m;
Thought exchance, 6 p. m.; Services,
745 p, m. Ladies’ Aid, Thursdays,
2:45 p. m.; Thursday services, 7:45 p. m.

Visitors welcome.

Memorial Services.

On the evening of January 12th
a service was held in the chapel of
the Morris Pratt Institute, commemo-
rative of the transition of one of its
founders, and its first president, Mozes
Hull. The meeting was opened hy
gong, and an address by Prof. Weaver,
on the characteristics of Mr. Hull’s

“ life. Mrs. Mattie Hull gave an ad-
dress on the last months of his life
and work on the « Pacific Coast,
together with incidents of his sickness
and burial in that far-away land. Mrs.
Alferetta Niver spoke on the home life
of her father; cof his great love and
kindness shown to children, and of his
patience and adaptability to meet
their requirements. He was never
known to say to a child making an ap-
peal to him, ‘‘Go away, I am buey
now, '’ but would at once give him his
attention and set him at ease.

The senior class, and all whom it
was their pleasure to have known Mr.
Hull, took part in the services, and
expressed their personal esteem, both
48 a friend ani for the vast amount of
work be performed as a writer and
lecturer for the cause he so much
loved. !

Thus would we do hooor to the
memory of one who spent more than
forty years of his life in battling for
the truth and spread of every reform
embodied in the teachings of Spiritual-
ism.

L. 8. WEAVER, Sec'y.

Married.

Mr. W. W. Kelsey, of Cortland, N.
Y., and Mrs. Mary E. Clark, of Roch-
ester, N. Y., were married recently at
Rochester by the Rev. B. . Austin; of
Plymouth Church. Both are well-known
Spiritualist workers, The Sunflower
extends congratulations and wishes our
friends many years of unalloyed bliss.

WAL

There is no beautifier like the wish to
Pmag joy and not pain around us,
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LIGHT 7 EVERYWHERE !

- @ho PBurning Htones

A LEGENDARY BALLAD.

[According to a tradition, which is still preserved
among the inhabitants, the city of Liege owed all its
greatness to the discovery of coal in its neighborhood
by a poor blacksmith, who was without means to
purchase charcoal, and, by order of a mysterious vis-
itor, heaped on his fire the black stones which he
found in the mountains.)]

The blacksmith’s shop is silent,
His furnace no more glows,
His anvil no more ringeth
Beneath his mighty blows;
His dwelling no more soundeth
With merry working song,
Trilled forth in lusty gladness
To speed his work along;
But moodily he leaneth
Upon the quiet forge,
And mournfully he gazeth
Far up the mountain gorge,

“ Now, wherefore art thou idle,
Thou stalwart son of might?
And wherefore has thy furnace
No gleaming fire bright ?
Come, come! and let us enter
' This smoky house of thine,
And drink to happy future
A brimming cup of wine."”
Thus spake unto the blacksmith
A man of dwarfish frame,

Who seemed from earth uprising,
So suddenly he came.

“Right gladly wert thou welcome

If anght to give were mine;

But lo! my wife and children
For bread in hunger pine.

And wherefore am I idle ?

\l“ll tell thee, stranger, why:

One jot I've not of charcoal,
Nor silver more to buy."

“Go, quickly, up the mountain,

The black stones gather fast,

And pile them on thy furnace,
And ply the roaring blast.” |

Thus spoke the dwarf unto him,
And vanished from his sight,

While, all amazed, the blacksmith
Climbs up the rocky height;

And, bringing stones, he heaps them
Upon the empty grate,

And swift the creaking bellows
He plies at rapid rate.

“Now, thanks to holy Peter,
And hlessed be his name!"
The blacksmith cries, as he espies
Leap from the stones a flame.
“Oh, wife! oh, wife and children!
A miracle is done!
Come! come, and see how brightly
Blazes the burning stone!’

For bread no more the blacksmith
Did ever want again,

But rich he grew and honored
Among his fellow-men.

And Liege, that mighty city,
Of wealth and ease the home,

Owes all to him, the happy man,
Who found the burning stone.

: —C. A, Janvier.
The above was published August 28, 1852, in the
Spiritual Telegraph.
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Miss Emily G. Beebe. Adventures With Ghosts,

Miss Emily G. Beebe passed to spirit  Mr. Elliott O’Donnell, of England, has
life from her home in Rochester, N, Y., published a pamphlet, entitied Bona-
January 4. 1908, Her death was peace- fide Adventures with Ghosts. Haunted
ful. She enjoyed her good mind and houses are his delight. He also finds
faculties up to the last moment, though them in the open air. He relates that
at an advanced age. She was a mem- 00 one oceasion, while cycling along a
ber of the Plymouth Spiritual Charch, straight stretch of rond, he was passed
and will be missed by a large circle of by a eyelist whom he saw ride with a
Spirituslists. Her acquaintance was crash into the back of a van which hiad
extended all over the United States, forsome time been seen on the road.
She was a good woman and faithful On reaching the spot, however, Mr.
Spiritualist, always bright and gmiling, O'Donnell could see no sign of the man
and was one of the oldest workers in or his machine. The van wasa real
the cause. one, and Mr. O'Donnell afterwards

T AR learnt that a cyelist had been killed on

A man's strength, in this life, is that very spot by a similar accident.
often greater from some single word re- —_—— =
membered and cherished, than inarms It is not only our duty to make the
and armor, — Beecher, vight known, but to make it prevalent,
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Another View of Organization.

Rogers, Ark., January 19, 1908,
Editor Sunflower:

““Just why this condition should ob-
tain go generally throughout the nation
is a problem to which every Spiritualist.
should most earmestly devote himself in
order that a solution of the same may
be found and a remedy applied.”’

The above item appears in the Sun-
flower of January 11, 1908, in an article
deploring the indifference of Spiritual-
ists with reference to the financial sup-
port of Spiritualist organizations, In
harmony with the above request T will
give my solution of the problem, which
will be thoroughly saturated with the
remedy. Inmy boyhood diys it was
customary for those who danced to pay
the fiddler, and it is certainly the duty,
and obligatory, upon all Spiritualists,
who seem desirous by organic conquest
to supersede the ministration of the an-
gel world in establishing a world-wide
knowledge of the fact of spirit com-
munion, to reach deep in their own
pockets-and pay their own bills, What
right has any one to demand the hard-
earned dollar to be thrown in the lap of
luxury when it is needed to keep the
wolf from the door? No, the'man that
can earn only one dollar per day must
prize the value of that dollar carefully,
if he wishes to care for his family in a
decent way and educate his children, as
any father should. But, of course,
orthodox indoctrination gives all, even
to the last farthing, and such method is
regarded highly commendable.

A protestant bishop draws a salary of
$5,000 per year. II set aside he gets
one year'’s salary free, and $2,500 per
year for the balance of his Jife and the
poor victims give their pittance because
it is a sacrilegious sin to refuse, and
there are many Spiritualists thoroughly
convinced of spiritual phenomena and
minigtration of angels who seem care-
less about investigating the divine rev-
elations of natural, uncreated, immuta-
ble law. They seem to prefer their
orthodox worship of person, rather than
be governed by the divine principles of
natural law, which declare that there
can be no big I and little you among
Spiritualists, except it be merited by
good behavior. All classes and organi-
zations are seasoned with the two ex-
tremes, profligacy and stinginess. It
requires the prestige, power and influ-
ence of organization with a severe pen-
alty to extract cash from them.

When I was twenty-five yvears of age,
and a member of the Disciple Church,
the books of A. J. Davis fell to my lot
for investigation. Suffice it to say that
in a few months my fear of God, my
fear of the Devil, and my fear of hell
were all buried in the tomb of oblivion.
Only one of my fears escaped utter ex-
tinction, and that was my fear of sin-
ning, that awful sin that Jesus says
cannot be forgiven, neither in this world
nor in the world to come. It is now
forty-five years since I learned that nat-
ural law controls spiritual existence as
surely as the physical, that if I sin
against natural law in the physical
there is no forgiveness. Nature's laws
have no redeemer to scapegoat my
meanness out of gight, neither in this
world nor in the world to come. No
wisdom in burning my bhand for the
pleasurable sensation ‘realized afteritis
relieved from pawm. Neither is there
any wisdom in taking any advantage of
any one, for the result will be a greater
disadvantage in some place and some
time,

Any and all things seem to have their
day by virtue of natural selection, ard
the organic wing of Spiritualism has a
legitimate right-of-way. The N.S.A. as
a structure began at putting on the roof
first, and, while it is buavely enclosed,
its sympathizers are vainly and rather
exasperatingly fishing for a foundation
whereon to rest their speculative struc-
ture, There are many thousands of
naturalistic Spiritualists who get su-
premely tired out with the theological
and financial poundings from this or-
ganic wing, so much so that they lose
their interest in supporting Spiritual
papers. The only possiole remedy is
for every Spiritualist to live true toghis
own convictions, pay his own bills, and
not attempt to force money from per-
sons whose consgciensious convictions are
diametrically opposed to the maintain-
ing or sustaining of any sort or kind of
priesthood,

The N. 8. A. theory of inducing
legisintion to condemn awd punish all
the mediums who exercise their gift
without permission to do soby the
proper authorilies of the N. S. A. re-
minds one of a “‘shriek from the inquis-
ition, or a groan from the grave of
Calvin,”"  Theories require an energetic
force of missionary work for their
dissemination, but the ministrution of
angels is a matter of experience, the
world over, in every hovel and man-
sion. You may presume to dum the
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waters of the Mississippi with a chip,

ut no organization is in progsession of
that infinite wisdom required to issue
any sort of credentials on mediumship.

In conelusion I wish to say that the
laborer who produces all the necessaries
and luxuries of life has many demands
for his hard-earned dollars. Heshould,
necessarily, first of all pay for a Spir-
itualist paper; second, a home clear of
debt; third, a reasonable bank account,
so that he may enjoy a bit of inde-
pendence and not feel too humiliatingly
subservient to the presumptive theo-
logical bosses who would dictate the
use of his dollar to their own selfish
interests.

I have now given a few thoughts on
the problem and remedy, to be applied
as above described. Should this item
appear in the Sunflower let no reader
iret concerning the fate of Spiritualism,
for all discusgion and theorizing on the
subject cannot affeet the mission of
Spiritualism, for the success and on-
ward march of Spiritualism is entirely
and absolutely dependent on the stand-
ard of ethical culture. Therefore, the
question eminently preponderous is not
which wing of argumentation, if any,
do you sympathize with? No, no. But
has my past, present and future expee-
tation for the balance of my earthly
days been and being spent in harmony
with my highest ideals of right living
and right doing? When once ethical
culture shall have buried theories and
their ntility out of sight we may expect
to realize the signification of Spir-
itualism. Moses WHISLER

DR. T. A. BLAND.

A Erlef Sketch of His Life and Work.

Dr. T. A. Bland, whose transition to
the higher life of spirit realm ocecurred
on the 3d of January, was a man whose
search for truth and love of justice and
humanity, and whose service added a
life of value to human record.

He was born in 1830, of Quaker par-
ents, in Indiana, in a log cabin which
they had built in a thick forest. He
worked as a farmer’s boy until twenty
years of age; his school days ending at
fifteen.

His eagerness for knowledge led him
to study grammar without a teacher.
At twenty-two he married Miss Mary C.
Davis, a native of Virginia, Hestudied
medicine after his marriage, and prac-
ticed a while after coming from college.
His desire to benefit his fellow-beings
led him to teach in his lectures how to
get well and keep well, which is the
title of one of his books

When I first met Dr. Bland, in Wash-
ington, D. C., in the late '70’s, he was
earnestly advocating the claim of the
Indian for justice from our government
in the fulfillment of treaties and prom-
ises made to them. He was correspond-
ing secretary of the Indian Defensa
Association and of the National Arbi-
tration League, and president of tle
Eclectic Medical Society of the District
of Columbia. Literary work had more
attraction for Dr. Bland than thatof the
medical profession, and Mrs. Bland was
a co-worker in that direct’on.

In 1870 Dr. Bland published his first
book, Farming as a Profession, which
had a large sale. In April, 1878, he lu-
cated in Washington city. For ten
years he edited the Council Fire; for
one year the Free Commonwealth. In
1879 Dr. Bland’s Life of General Batley
was published. In 1880 his Reign of
Monopoly, in 1881, How to Grow Rich,
an anti-monopoly brochure; in 1832, the
Life of A. B. Meacham, in 1892, Esau,
a Political Novel, and in 1894, his medi-
cal work.

The Blands eame to Chicago in 1808,
He was elected secretary of the Amer-
ican Medical Union in 1899, which posi-
tion he held up to the time of his de-
parture. In 1902 he issued In the World
Celestial, which attracted much atten-
tion. The Pioneers of Progress, his
latest work, is one that will be prized
by students of the future, and of all
who do not enjoy much leisure, for its
lifelike presentation of characters who
haye enriched human nohility.

Dr. Bland’s services and writings ever
directed to human welfare and uplift-
ing, place him on the record of noble
souls in sympathy with human needs
and seeking to help humanity toward
the light of trath, love and justice, an
example for emulation.—Lucinda E.
Chandler, in The Progressive Thinker.
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Have No Fear, No Regret,

Who would not rather go down inte
the evening of life, and out into the
valley and shadow of diach, wigny the
sweet consciousness of huving done
what he could to make the world better,
than to bave borne all the empty hon-
ors that time and wealth can confer? It
is not. what we must Icave behind, but
what we shall take with us, thar should
make us glad that we have lived,




ON THE TRAIL

Interesting Letter from Mrs. Bach,
one of the Former Editors
of the Sunflower,

Tuesday, December 24, 1907, Miss
M. C. Brandt and myself started up the
United States Government trail for
Camp Sturdevant, eleven miles back in
the Sierra Madre mountains, for a
holiday outing.

We took a burro packed with our
bedding and food enough to last several
days, but we walked. We *‘hit the
trail” at the pretty town of Sierra
Madre, which lies at the very foot of
the mountains.

We wore costumes appropriate to
mountain climbing, short skirts, leg-
gins, bloomers, light waists, sun hats
and a handkerchief tied around our
necks.

The trail is a niche cut on the side of
the mountain just wide enough to walk
on. You could not pass a packed burro
on the trail and if he was obliged to
turn around he would put his four feet
close together and turn as if on a pivot.

The trail follows in and out, some-
times going back and down half a mile
before the side of the next mountain is
reached, then comes to the front again,
often coming out to a sharp point and
perhaps overlooking a precipice several
hundred feet high. From these points
we could overlook the beautiful San
Gabriel valley with its dozens of towns,
surrounded with fruit ranches, mostly
oranges, which are now hanging full of
ripe and green oranges and blossoms.

For the first three miles we could see
over this valley most of the time, then
we went up into the Big Santa Anita
canyon. At three and one-half miles
we passed a trail leading down deep
into the ¢anyon about three-fourths of
a mile to the home of a hermit who
passes the time according to hisown
fancy, cultivating a little soil, and living
in a stone house which has the distinetion
of having no window in it

At five miles we reached the first
water, which was a stream of sparkling
mountain water which twinkled down a
eanyon, out of which we quenched our
thirst, Here, also, we passed a tent
which is oceupied part of the year by a
family who have leased 20 acres from
the government (these mountains be-
long to Uncle Sam and are forest
reserve) for the purpose of cultivating
and building them a mountain home.

On we went three miles winding in
and out until we came to Winter Creek,
a camping place. Here also was water
and a tent occupied by parties who
have leased land and are improving it
to make a resort where mountaineers
can find comfortable accommodations.

Here we stopped half an hour to rest
and eat our lunch, Before starting on
the trip we made inquiries hoping to
find other parties, including a man, who
might wish to make the trip, thinking
there might be emergencies where a
man's strength might be required, but
we found none. Just before starting a
young lady handed us a token for
Christmas, saying it was something we
might need on the trip. Our woman's
curiosity got the better of us and so we
had to investigate. It provedto be a
box of home-made candy, and a candy
man with the inscription, ““Hereis a
man to take care of you, if you don't
like him lick him.'" We were very
choice of our little man and did not
“lick'" him until we got our burro
‘sinched,”” an operation whiched is sap-
posed to require the strength of a man.
Then when we considered that he rode
all the way and sleptin the pavilion,
while we walked and slept outin the
open on the ground under the trees
where we might have been attacked by
mountain lion, wild cat, or grizzly
hear, which live in these mountains,
we decided he deserved to be licked.

We journeyed on three miles further,
reaching Sturdevant’s Camp at 3 p. m.
No one lives there and the only buildings
are three open pavilions, made of logs
and limbs, the shingleg and floor being
the only sawed limber in them, and
this had to be brought here eleven miles
by burro pack. A cabin of hewed logs,
which is now used by the mountain
rangers and is locked, being Govern-
ment propvrty

There is 8 partly inclosed kitchen,
with a cook stove, so we proceeded to
get our supper, then gather wood for

aur camp fire, and dry cypress leaves
for our bed, over which we spread our
blankets, and stuffed bags with cypress
leaves for our pillows.

After three hours around our camp
fire we took the stones we had heated
for foot warmers and went to bed,
under the beautiful tall pine trees, with
the stars for a canopy. We were
monarcha of the forest, for there was
no living being within three miles.

As this was Christmas eve, we three,

Mms Brandt, the burro, whom we after-
ward named Miss Faithful, and myself
hung up our stockings, and the next
morning, to our amazement, Santa
Clause had brought each of us things
according to our liking,

Christmas was spent getting our
camp well organized, and roaming the
beautiful canyon near by. We ate our
dinner out of doors, and had our table
prettily decorated with California holly,
which grows abundantly in the moun-
tains. It was a bright, sunshiny day as
most every day is in California, and very
warm. We did not see anyone all day,
but enjoyed each other’s company and
the beauties of nature.

Thursday we went up to Mt. Wilson
peak. It was three miles from our
camp, up a very steep trail, so steep
that it was zig-zag most of the way.
The ascent was 2,384 feet in the three
miles, Camp Sturdevant is 3,500 feet
altitude and Mt. Wilson peak is ‘5,884
altitude.

Mt. Wilson is very noted, both as a

resort and on account of the large ob-
servatory that is being established
there. There are forty one and two-
room bungalows, a large hotel, water
tank and other buildings. Several
millions will be the cost of the Carnegie
observatory which is being erected by
the government. There are three large
buildings and several small ones and it
will be several years yet before it is
completed.
A special trail had to be made to bring
the material for construction and the
large telescopes up. It is eleven miles
long, is wide enough for an automobile,
and cost $40,000 to build. There is
another trail nine miles long, which
starts from Sierra Madre, which is used
to walk up or go by horse or burro
riding.

Friday we stayed in camp, got up
ftwo days' supply of fuel, and cooked
provisions for two days. Toward even-
ing it ¢louded up and began to look like
rain and 80 we moved our bed into one
of the pavilions, which was very lucky,
for it did rain. We had planned to get
an early start and walk to Westfork,
seven miles further back in the moun-
tains on the trail, and return the same
day, but it remained cloudy and we
were in the clouds all day. It did not
clear up and we were obliged to stay
in the kitchen all day and keep a little
fire to keep dry.

Sunday morning when we awoke we
found ice on our water pail, the only
natural ice I have seen this winter.
We proceeded to break camp as we had
planned to return on this day, and just
as we were ready to “‘cinch’” our burro
three young men came along, who came
down from Mt. Wilson and were going
to Sierra Madre by way of Sturdevant’s
camp. We accepted their services to
*‘einch’” our burre, then *“‘licked’ our
little man and started on the trail. We
came down in four and one-half hours,
with our shoes pretty well worn out,
but none the worse for wear otherwise.
In fact, I think we were much the
gainers for our six days alone in the
mountains.

We have all heard that a burro will
eat every thing he can get hold of.
The first time I fed her the *‘sporting"
sheets of the Sunday Times, she ate it,
the next time on a sheet of heavy, pink
wrapping paper, she ate that, the next
time on a pasteboard box cover, and
she ate that. She would leave her
cracked oats and green feed for an old
paper any time, On the trail you just
turn them loose and walk on behind,
They cannot get off the trail, nor can
you. They will walk on many miles
and ecarry 150 pounds. You cannot
hurry them, and they walk very slow,
and if you pack them too heavy they
will not go at all. If anything gets
loose on the pack they will stop and
wait for you tofix it. They understand
their business, their capacity and speed.
They attend to their business and ex-
pect you to do the same,

EvisLeNA P.

San Gabrlel Cal.

Girl's Dream Comes True.

New York, Jan. 18,—In strange
fulfillment of his young daughter's
tream, Henry Lasch, a well-known
west side real estate broker, dropped
dead of apoplexy to-day.

Mr., Lasch, who lived in West
Ninety-fifth street, had gone to No.
178 West Ninety-fourth street, for
which property he was agent, to see
about having new locks put on the
He was standing in the hallway talking
to Mrs. Wilkens, thewife of the janitor,
when he fell dead

When told of the death, the daughter,
Ethel, said: ‘“Mother, my dream
has come true. | dreamed Just night
that T saw father in his coffin,'’

Thegirl and her sister swooned, when
they realized their loss.

Bacu,

What I must do is all' that concerns
me, not what people think.

'nm SUNFLOWER.

Truthful Spiritual Foretelling.

The following ' ‘prize ghost story,"’
by Jennig E. Phillips, of San kran-
cisco, was published in the Swastika,
the particulars of which, she says, can
be corroborated by well-known persons,
whose names she sent to the editor of
Swastika:

*‘Several years ago I was living in
San Francisco and my elder brother,
Jack, was in New Orleans. It was
late in the spring, and he had
mentioned in a letter that the weathe
was hot. In a dream I saw him fal
from a high tower on to a railroad
track lit by many electric lights, and
with piles of snow on each side. He
lay with his left arm crumpled under
him, and to all appearance he was
dead. Strangers were about to pick
him up, when a cousin, whom 1 had
not seen for many years, came running
up and bent over him. Some days
afterwards [ received a telegram and
letter saying that Jack had bad an
accident in New York und had broken
his arm. The facts proved to be that,
having suddenly heard where this
long-lost cousin lived, he had gone
East to visit him. He found him
placing an electric light system in the
large railway yards. Our cousin took
my brother up into the lighting
tower, and Jack, being unaccustomed
to the snow and ice, slipped and fell a
great distance to the tracks beneath.

“*Jack returned to New Orleans and
gave good reports of his health. One
night, while reading in bed, [ became
conscious of a heavy breathing just be-
neath my pillow. I could find nothing
in the house to account for this, but it
was repeated on successive nights,
beginning about midnight, and became
louder, growing into sobs that moved
the pillows and clothing as each night
wore on. My aunt said it was a spirit
contmunication, but on sitting round a
table we only got ‘‘No'” in reply to
all our questions, Then my aunt re-
quested that the breathing should stop
until we could find some means of
communication. Instantly it ceased.

““Three days later a letter arrived
from New QOrleans announcing the
gudden death of my brother on the after-
noon of the night on which I first heard
the breathing. An autopsy showed
he had been internally injured when he
fell on to the railvoad track. Later we
remembered that when sitting at the
table we had not asked if Jack were
dead, that being the farthest from my
thoughts, so the reply No was quite
true of the questions we had asked.
Afterwards my brother came to us
often when sitting around the table,
and answered many queries for us.

“Once the invisible entity which
moved the table claimed to be a prom-
imnent Californian who had lost his life
many years before in a Lragic manner.
I was acquainted with his daughters,
and he asked me to bring them, or take
a message to them. I refused, as they
were Catholies, and I knew that they
wounld call it the work of the devil, He
then asked us to send for a young man
who lived in the hotel, and whom we
considered disagreeable, and refused to
give us peace until we complied. When
this young man touched the table,
which was of heavy oak, it seemed as
if it would break to pieces, and it
rapidly spelled out, ‘You area mur-
derer.” The young man was furious,
but, as if impelled by a force he could
not resist, he confessed that he had
accidentally killed a man in the moun-
tains of Arizona, three years before,
thinking he was trying to rob him.”'

London Light, which republished the
story, makes the following comments,
all of which are to the point:

This narrative is remarkable for the
variety of means employed for mani-
festing spirit presence, and for the
number of unknown and unexpected
facts communicated. We have first a
dream, in which the details of an acci-
dent were correctly seen, including the
heaps of snow (which could not have
been suggested by previous knowledge,
as the percipient thought that her
brother was ina warm climate), also
the unexpected meeting of the brother
with a cousin of whose whereabouts
she knew nothing. In the second inci-
dent we have clairaudience (sounds of
breathing and sobs) and answers given
through the table, which were correct
as regards the questions put. The
third case, though the identity of the
Californian gentleman was not proved,
shows that this communicator pus-
sessed  knowledge which forced the
young man to confess a fact previously
unknown to the sitters, and perhaps to
any living person, other than himself.
In fact, if we except the wish of the
Californian gentleman to send a mes-
sage to his dapghters, there was not a
single feature in any of the communi-
cations received which would be likely Soci
{o arise sponmﬁw in the minds of
the percipient

SURE DEATH TO GRIPPE.
The Reliance Guaranteed Grippe Cure,

Home Treatment. Sure Rellef oo s
cessiul experience, where hundreds of patients have been cuved, and not a single failure un
Itis n “SURE SHOT' for the grippe and saves the patient from the HORRIBL K

record,
AFTER EFFECTS,

and is MARVELOUS IN CURATIVE EFFECTS,
for no one knows when the dread disease will be experienced in some form.

The Terms For Treatment Are Extremely Low.

The Reliance Grippe Cure will be forwarded to uny part of the United States, chirges
It is worth TEN TIMES that amonnt to anyone

prepaid for ONE DOLLAR.
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Always Make a Test.

It is hard to “‘strike the happy med-
ium’’ between trusting to ‘others too
much and not trusting them enough,
and this applies especially to ‘“messages
from the otherside.'” Certain writers
urge their readers not to “‘debase them-
selves by running to mediums to ask for
directions’” (at any crisis in their lives)
“‘which directions they should obtain
themselves by getting into touch with
high spheres of knowledge and inspir-
ation.’’ But what does it matter, if
the directions are good, whether they
come to you by direct impression to
yourself, or through a medium? The
real point is, are the directions good
and such as you should aet upon? This
point has to be settled by each one for
himself, whether he gets a direct im-
pression or is advised by a spirit through
a medinm. It does not matter whether
the advice comes from a high or low
source; it must be thoroughly tested be-
fore it is accepted and acted upon, no
matter what the source or the method
of its transmission. If this rule were
followed and each one accepted the re-
sponsibility for his own actions, instead
of blaming the spirits, we should hear
less complaint about persons having
been deceived by spirits, and having
suffered through Spiritualism,

Biography of Moses Hull.

After unavoidable delay, the Life
and Work of Moses Hull, by his brother,
Daniel W. Hull, supplemented with an
interesting Memorial, is ready for issue.
This book contains a detailed account
of Mr. Hull’s early religious experiences,
especially of his journey from Ortho-
doxy via Adventism to Spiritualism; of
his struggles and sacrifices on bebalf of
industrial and social reform, and for
the establishment of the Morris Pratt
School, which he considered the crown-
ing work of his Jife, The volume con-
tains 112 pages, is of fine workmanship
throughout. It is accompanied by an
excellent portrait of Mr. Hull, from a
new half-tone cut, made especially for
this work.

Price, handsomely bound in cloth,
$1.00, Strong paper cover, 50 cents.
Those who desire this book address
Mattie E. Hull, Whitewater, Wis.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE.

A A

To Spiritunlists of Now York State.

Dates are now being arranged for
State Association meelings and the
work of our State organizer and
missionary for the fall and winter
campaign,

We shall be glad to hear from
Spiritualists from all parts of the
State, especially in localities where
there are no organized societies, with
a view to making arrangements for
the holding of State Association meet-
ings.

We urge each Spiritualist to co-
operate with the State Board in this
matter, and request that you let us
hear from you soon with information
ag to conditions in your locality.
Write either to Mrs. T. U. Reynolds,
Troy, N. Y., or to the president of
the State Association.

H. W. RICHARDSON, Pres.
East Aurora, New York.
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Mrs. A. A. Cawcroft,
MAGNETIC HEALER
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ASTROLOGY.

Prof. John N. Larson, the noted
astrologist, will give business adapta-
tion (invaluable to children.) Lucky |
years and dates for important busi
ness transactions. Can be consulted
by mail. State date of birth, the
hour if known, and correct address,

COST OF HOROSCOPES.

$2.00 for Horoscope of five hun~
dred words ; $1.00 for Horoscope of
two hundred words ; 25 cents for
lucky days for one yeur.

SPECIAL—A 25-year forecast of
your Jife, showing when fortune will
favor you most, ete,, $5.00.

PROF. JOHN N. LARSON,
28 Union St., TITUSVILLE, PA;
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BANGD SISTERS

PHENOMENAL
PSYGHICS.

PORTRAITS OF DEPARTED FRIENDS
A SPECIALTY,

Independent Slate and Paper Writin|

™

-

Send 10c in stamps or silver fo
new booklet containing illustration
of our work and directions on hom
development of Mediumship.

652 W. Adams St., Chicago.
Trlrphnnc West 1, ;h.).

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

ONE DOLLAR FOR TWO WELL FINISHE
PICTURES tuken from lock of hairof your ow
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Trance, test and busir ess readings $1.00 by ma
Sealed questions unswered thmugh the indepen
ent writings,

FREE. Scnd four cents in stamps for our thy
cireulars of instruction upon our work. and »
eeive il addition, ONE picture of the Fox siste
taken from the original spirit psinting.
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Mr. & Mrs. A. NORMAN,

Box 102, Lily bale, Ny}
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