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OUR RESPONSIBILITY

fee l the urge to rem ind yon  one and  
a ll o f the n ecessity  of keep ing ever  
in  m in d  th is fu ndam en tal v er ity  th at  
the efficacy o f the sp ir itu a l forces  

cen terin g in, and rad ia tin g  from , the first 
M ashriqu ’1-Adhkar* in  the W est w ill in  a 
great m easure depend upon the exten t to  
w hich w e, the p ioneer w orkers in  that land  
w ill, w ith  clear v ision , unquenchable fa ith , 
and inflexible determ ination , reso lv e  to  
v o lu n tar ily  abnegate tem poral ad van tages  
in  our supp ort o f so m eritoriou s an en
deavor.

“ T he h igh er the degree of our renuncia
tion  and self-sacrifice, th e w ider th e range  
of the contributing b elievers, the m ore ap 
paren t w ill becom e the v ita liz in g  forces  
th at are to  em anate from  th is unique and  
sacred edifice; and the greater , in  conse
quence, the stim u latin g  effect it  w ill exert 
upon the propagation  o f the F a ith  in  the  
d ays to come.

“ N ot by  the abundance o f our donations, 
not even  b y  the spon tan eity  o f our efforts, 
but rather b y  the degree o f self-abn egation  
w hich our contributions w ill entail, can w e  
effectively  prom ote the speedy rea lization  
of ’A b d u ’l-B a h a ’s cherished desire. H ow  
great our resp on sib ility , how  im m ense our 
task , how  p riceless the ad van tages th a t w e  
can r e a p l ” — E x c e r p t  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  o f  S h o -  
g h i  E f f e n d i ,  G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’i  C a u s e ,  
to  A m e r i c a n  B a h a ’is .
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“ M en who suffer not, a tta in  no perfection . T he p lant 
m ost pruned by the gardeners is  th at one which, w hen the  
sum m er com es, w ill have the m ost b eau tifu l b lossom s and  
the m ost abundant fr u it .” — ’A b d u ’l -B a h d .

L a s t  m o u t h  w e described  w hat 
m igh t be called  the law s o f suc

cess : to harm onize w ith  our hum an  
en v iron m en t; to tra in  and exert our 
fu ll energies along the lin e o f our 
g rea test ab ilities; and to practice  
fru g a lity  and tem perance in  hab its  
of liv in g . W e sta ted  th at b y  ap p ly 
in g  th ese princip les to life , every  
ind iv idu al could achieve a p er
sonal success, greater or le ss  ac
cording to ind iv idu al capacity.

B u t som e readers m ay object th at 
th is is  too roseate  a p icture of life , 
and th at even w ith  o n e ’s b est e f
fo r ts , fa ilu re  o ften  com es.

L et us try  to perceive life  in  such  
a w ay  as to account for  the u n fore
seen, unavoidable fa ilu res— th ose  
ebbing tid es w hich leave w recked  
hopes upon dry sands.

Iu  t h e  first place, it  m u st be 
rea lized  th at th ese so-called  law s  
of success are not m echanically  
sure o f a tta in in g  resu lts. T hey  
are, it  is  true, prelim in ary req u ire
m ents w hich m ust be satisfied . B u t  
no certa in  outcom e is  guaranteed  by  
D estin y  as a result.

T he factor of u n certa in ty  is  that 
R uler who is  the G iver of success. 
M an m ay p lough  and m an m ay sow  
— m u st indeed p lough and sow  if  he

w ishes su ccessfu l fru ita g e— but it  
is  God alone W ho g iveth  the har
vest, according to H is  W ill.

In  the realm  of nature, th is  
truth is  only too apparent. W ith  
the utm ost in d u stry  and sk ill the  
agricu ltu rist m ay take a ll the p re
lim in ary  steps n ecessary  to  a suc
cessfu l harvest. B u t too la te  a 
fro st in  spring or too early  a fro st  
in  autum n, too lit tle  ra in  or too  
m uch rain, p ests  o f in sects— m any  
uncertain  factors enter in  betw een  
the utm ost app lied  art and energy  
of the farm er, and a final success. 
M ost ironic obstacle o f all, is  w hen  
the h arvest y ie ld s are so p len tifu l 
that m arkets are g lu tted  and prices  
do not even cover costs o f h a rv est
ing.

A s i3sr agricu lture, so in  a ll other  
pu rsu its of man, an act of D estin y  
m ay alw ays in tervene betw een  hu
m an effort and hum an success.

I t  is  clear that could m an becom e  
m aster o f his d estin y  by under
stand ing and ap p ly in g  certa in  law s, 
he could build  for  h im self a perm a
nent ped esta l o f grea tn ess— secure  
aga in st all fa ilure.

B u t th is is  contrary to  the one 
great law  to w hich the w hole un i
verse  m oves, the law  of U nity .
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O nly O n e  p o ssesse s  established, 
perm anent pow er. T here is  no in 
destructib le p ed esta l o f greatn ess  
w hich m an m ay m ount, no m atter  
how  keen h is  u n d erstan d in g  of 
n a tu re ’s law s, nor how  reso lu te  h is  
w ill.

Our  p a r t  tow ard success is  to do 
our b est in  m eetin g  all the require
m ents of life . “ M an m u st be tire 
le ss  in  h is e ffo r t,”  says ’A b d u ’l- 
B ahá. “ Once h is  effort is  d irected  
in  the proper channel i f  he does not 
succeed tod ay  he w ill succeed to 
m orrow. E ffo r t in  its e lf  is  one of 
the nob lest tra its  o f hum an charac
ter. D evotion  to  o n e ’s calling, e f 
fo r t in  its  sp eed y  execution, sim 
p lic ity  o f sp ir it and stea d fa stn ess  
through a ll the up s and downs, 
th ese are the hall-m arks o f success. 
A  person  characterized  w ith  th ese  
attributes w ill gath er  the fru its  of 
h is labors. . . ”

B ut on the other hand ’A b d u ’l- 
B ahá adm onishes u s as to the p re
cariou sn ess o f life , fo r  H e says, “ A  
m erchant goes to  h is office every  
day in  the y ear; he p lan s com m er
cial en terprises, undertakes v a st  
schem es, organizes large  com panies 
but at the end o f the year  he has  
not ga ined  any profit. On the  
other hand another m erchant 
through one stroke o f good  luck  
gains large  profits in  one day. N ow  
the form er m erchant, although he 
w orked harder a ll through the year, 
did not achieve any success, w hile  
the la tter  a lthough he w orked only  
one day y e t  the outcom e of h is ac
t iv ity  w as p ro sp ero u s.”

W hat Cause is  it  th at thus lif ts  
m a n ’s p lans to su ccessfu l culm ina
tion? I t  is  the “ One P ow er  that 
anim ates and dom inates a ll th ings. ’ ’

M an m ust m ake effort, but d i 

v i n e  h e lp  is  needed for  su ccessfu l 
outcom e. “ N o cap acity  is  lim ited ,’’ 
sa id  ’A b d u ’l-B aha, “ w hen led  by  
the S p ir it  o f  G-od.”

W h a t  t h e r  can w e say  about 
fa ilu re?  E sp ec ia lly  th at kind o f 
fa ilu re  th at com es from  no appar
ent fa u lt or lack o f effort on our 
part?

T here are tim es in  every  m a n ’s 
life  w hen he fa ces an ebbing tide. 
Som etim es it  com es a t the very  
close o f a good and u sefu l life . H ow  
can w e reconcile th ese  th in gs w ith  
our op tim istic  v iew  of the un iverse ?

To un derstan d  th is kind o f fa il
ure— w hich is  due not to lack of 
fu lfillin g  the requirem ents o f suc
cess, but ap p aren tly  to the w ill of 
D estin y — w e m ust realize how  uni
v ersa lly  phenom enal ex isten ce is  
govern ed  by the law  of rhythm .

W h y m u st d ay becom e ever re 
currently  darkened into night?  
W h y do w e get tired  and need to  
p ass a th ird  of our life  upon th is  
p lan et in  th at sta te  of n on -activ ity  
called  sleep? W h y  do w inds and  
ra in  so lash  at tim es the ea rth  and  
a ll th a t w alk  thereon?

So, a lso , w e m ay  ask, w hy is  
m a n ’s fortu ne now  good, now  bad? 
W hy is  he a t tim es lif ted  up into  
un forseen  p ro sp er ity  and again  
brought low  into an unexpected  and  
ap p aren tly  unearned m eagren ess  
o f liv in g?

T h i s  l a w  of rhythm  w hich gov
erns a ll phenom enal activ ity— in 
cluding our own hum an activ ities  
as bein g  independent en tities p o s
sessed  o f w ill— is  to  teach u s th at 
there is  a P ow er greater  than our
se lves to  w hich w e m u st bow.

T hese m isfortu n es are to purge  
us o f se lf-w ill, o f conceit, o f that
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L uciferian  quality  in  us w hich  
w ould urge us on to deem  ourselves  
independent creators.

Thus w e are not perm itted  to be 
creators of our own d estin ies. W e  
are tau ght by unavoidable m is
fortunes, d isasters and fa ilu res , to  
realize God as the C reator o f a ll 
th ings, including our own in d iv id u al 
d estin ies.

T here are no im p ersonal law s of 
success w hich, by obeying, m an can  
becom e om nipotent. I f  so, the u n i
verse w ould m echanically  len d  itse lf  
to lim itless ly  increasin g success and  
pow er o f the ind ividual. B u t th is  
is  im possib le.

J u s t w hen success seem s m ost 
stab ly  founded upon sk ill and effort 
and m ost r igh tly  earned, there m ay  
loom  up a dark m enacing cloud  
w hich like a cyclonic force brings  
unearned catastrophe.

W hy?
In  order that m an m ay learn  to  

know  th at Gfod is  the on ly  Pow er, 
the only Success.

In  order that m an m ay get a b et
ter sen se of values, and perceive  
th at the outer p araph ernalia  of life  
are as nothing. F or  in  th eir  tim e  
success and fa ilu re  each shall p ass  
aw ay, as B a h a ’u ’llah  tau gh t in  th is  
concrete statem ent, “ Should  p ro s
p er ity  b efa ll thee, rejo ice n o t; and  
should abasem ent come upon thee, 
gr iev e  n o t ; for both shall p ass aw ay  
and be no m o re .”

A ft e b  a l l  it  is  not fa ilu re  or suc
cess that is  im portant. T hese, as 
B a h a ’u ’llah assu res u s, are o f no 
im portance. I t  is  how  w e m eet 
w orld ly  fa ilu re  or success th at is  of 
im portance.

“ W o rk ,”  says ’A b d u ’l-B aha, 
“ fo r  the sake of God and fo r  the

im provem ent o f hum anity , w ith out 
any expectation  o f p ra ise  or re
w a rd .”

I f  w e thus live , and d irect our 
endeavors, w e shall not be greatly  
puffed  up by success, nor perturbed  
by fa ilure.

A s a landscape tends to lev e l out 
w hen seen  from  a great enough  
height— so the up s and dow ns of 
life  are seen as un im portant fu nc
tions of the p lane o f phenom enal- 
ity , w hen v iew ed  from  the p lane of 
the sp irit.

M a x  h a s  i t  in  h is  pow er to m eet 
fa ilu re  nobly, and w ith out cringing. 
A s he bears h im self in  outw ard  
fa ilu re, so w ill other m en bear  
them selves tow ard him.

To be hum ble in  success and  
kin gly  in  m isfortu n e is  the prero
ga tive  of sp iritu a l man.

A nd as for  m a n ’s a ttitud e in  
periods o f fa ilu re  tow ard God, the  
G iver of a ll th in gs— here one m ust 
know only patience, love and g ra ti
tude.

’A b d u ’l-B aha tells  us th at i f  our 
love of God is  due only to fav o rs  
H e has show ered upon us, it  is  not 
a real love. N o, our love fo r  God 
should be on a p lan e above pheno- 
m enality . M isfortunes com e to te st  
us as to the quality  o f our love and  
devotion .

In  rea lity , such m isfortu n es m ay  
becom e conducive to the utm ost 
sp ir itu a l developm ent and to our 
ultim ate glory. In  the teach ings o f  
B a h a ’u ’llah w e read, “ M y calam ity  
is  M y providence; outw ardly it  is  
tire and vengeance, but inw ard ly  it  
is  ligh t and m ercy. ’ ’

W h o  s h a l l  say  th at the flood tide  
is  the only tid e  th at b rings to  us
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wealth? In  the ebb tid es there are  
also riches to be found,, n u ggets of 
pure gold  h idden in  the sand, w hich  
the w aves o f life , turbulent and act
ive, have w ash ed  clear for  ns and  
now  leave exposed  to our gaze.

M any o f us have been p riv ileged  
to know  a m an w ho thus explored  
in  h is la s t years the riches o f p ov
erty. In  th ese y ea rs  o f outer fa il
ure and broken health— above hu
m iliation , above b ittern ess, above  
despair— he gained  such a sp ir itu a l 
sw eetness and w isdom  th at the la st  
rich year  o f h is life  b lessed  ns a ll 
m ore even than did  h is p revious  
years o f w orld ly  success.

T herefore, I  say, th at even  fa i l
ure m ay becom e n ot fa ilu re , but 
success o f m ore golden  q u ality  than  
before.

Ir  p e r io d s  of fa ilu re , o f ebbing 
tides, are a te st to the ind iv idu al 
who suffers them , th ey  are also a 
test to h is fr ien d s and to society.

V ery  lov in g ly , v ery  patien tly , 
very  hum bly m u st w e w alk w ith  
such a friend , le s t  like the fr iends  
of Job w e seem  pu ffed  up in  our 
own conceit, and becom e of no com 
fo rt to the sufferer.

F or  fa ilure, say  w hat w e m ay, is  
like illn ess a period  o f great suffer
ing. I t  is  then th at a m an needs 
h is fr iends. I t  is  th en  fa ith  and  
lo y a lty  becom e m ost cheering and  
helpful.

Society , too, has its  duty to per
form  tow ard fa ilu re. In  the B a h a ’i

world, according to the teach ings of 
B a h a ’u ’llah, no in d iv id u al can be 
le ft  to face alone the consequences  
of d isaster. I f  h is incom e, a fter  the 
utm ost earn est effort on h is part, is  
not sufficient for  h is needs, society  
itse lf  m u st equalize out o f the pub
lic  funds h is  incom e to h is needs.

Thus, in  the fu tu re  B a h a ’i  w orld, 
fa ilu re  w ill be d eprived  of its  
g rea test curse— the fea r  o f depriva
tion, o f w ant o f the basic needs of 
life  for  on eself and for  o n e ’s fam ily .

L e t  u s  k e e p  ever in  m ind, then, 
the nature o f l i f e ’s tid es and rea
lize  th at th ey  both  flood and ebb. 
F o r  ou rselves and fo r  others, w e  
need th is  b it of w isdom .

L et us a lso rea lize  th at life  has  
infinite continuity. I t  does not 
end here. Sad  as it  m ay seem  from  
an earth ly  po in t of v iew  for  a 
m a n ’s life  to come to a close in  a 
period  of d ep ressed  fortune, in  
rea lity  it  m ay be ju st the needed  
p reparation  for  a g lorious career  
beyond the pale o f death.

A nd now  th at w e see life  as a 
whole, w e no longer see success or 
fa ilu re  as sep arate and an tagon is
tic  elem ents. T h ey  are but the  
w arp and w oof o f life , m erging into  
pattern s the beauty  and brilliancy  
o f w hich depend upon the skill 
and fa ith  and love w ith  w hich w e  
w eave.

A nd at our side stands alw ays  
the M aster, read y  to guide our 
aw kw ard fingers and to tra in  them  
ever to a greater skill.
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THE RACES OF MEN—MANY OR ONE?
L o u i s  Gr. G r e g o r y

The first article on “The Races of Men,'” by Mr. Gregory appeared in  the March 
number of this magazine and analyzed the more scientific aspects of race. In  the 
following the religious and spiritual phases of the subject are convincingly pre
sented.—Editor.

rT rH E  n in eteenth  century saw  hu
m an slavery , as an in stitu tion  

sanctioned  by  law , ban ished  from  
all c iv ilized  com m unities. The tw en
tieth  century sees the evolu tion  of 
a new  kind o f freedom , one which  
lib erates m inds from  h oary super
stition s and ancient dogm as, one 
w hich v ib rates w ith  the conscious
n ess o f a com m on hum anity. M en  
n ow  see as never before th at c lass  
tyran n y brings unhappiness to the  
a g g resso r  no less  than to the victim .

T he spread  of the socia l sciences  
is  brin g in g  en ligh ten ing contacts  
am ong people of a ll races and n a 
tions. A ll the races of m ankind, 
no m atter  how  delayed  their de
velopm ent in  som e cases m ay  be,—  
w ith  encouragem ent, opportunity, 
sym p ath y  and understanding, m ay  
atta in  the heights.

T he colored ph ilosopher and edu
cator, the la te  B ooker W ashington , 
in  h is autobiography, recalled  that 
during h is boyhood he som etim es  
engaged  in  w restlin g . On such oc
casion s he observed th at i f  he threw  
another boy to the ground, i f  he 
held  him  there he w ould be com 
p elled  to stay  down w ith  h im ; but 
i f  he arose the other boy w ould  also  
rise . So h is m otto w as, “ A ll m en  
u p ! N o one d o w n !”  Such is  the  
true ph ilosophy o f life .

A m o n g  t h e  e a r l y  w hite settlers  
o f A m erica  w as at lea st one group  
that regarded  the red aborig in es as 
being w orthy of the treatm ent o f

m en. In  P en n sy lvan ia  under the  
guidance of W illiam  P enn , w hite  
and red m en entered into a bond of 
m utual tru st th at w as not to be 
sundered as lon g  as the sun should  
g iv e  light. T his colony w as thus  
saved  from  the b loodshed w hich  
d isgraced  m ost o f the others. I t  
seem s a natural sequence th at to 
day the la rg est school supported  by  
the A m erican  G overnm ent fo r  the  
tra in in g  of Indian s should be on the  
so il o f P en n sy lvan ia , a com m on
w ealth  w hich has gained  w ealth  and  
renow n through uphold ing its  stan 
dards o f ju stice to  m en of a ll races.

In  the m em oirs of G eneral IT. S. 
G rant he rela tes how  once w hen  
v is itin g  the outposts of h is arm y  
on Southern soil, a call w as raised, 
“ M ake w ay  for  the com m anding  
general o f the arm y, G eneral 
G ra n t!”  To h is surprise  he saw  
h im self surrounded by C onfederate  
so ld iers who had ra ised  th is call. 
A lthough th ese m en w ere a p art of 
an arm y w ith  w hich h is own w as  
con stan tly  fighting, y e t these troops  
sa lu ted  him  and m ade no attem pt 
to capture him  or do him  bodily  
harm .

I t  had so happened th at fo r  som e 
d ays the outposts o f the two arm ies, 
F ed era l and C onfederate, had  
touched each other and the so ld iers  
on both sides, free  from  rancor, 
had becom e en tire ly  fr ien d ly , ex
changed w hat th ey  p o ssessed  o f the  
com forts of life  as w ell as its  am 
en ities and w ere accustom ed to
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salute each o th er ’s officers w hen  
they appeared. In  the early  days  
of the g rea t w ar a sim ilar condition  
o f fr ien d lin ess ap p eared  am ong the  
sold iers o f the contending arm ies in  
France.

I f  m en en gaged  in  dead ly  con
flict can pau se lon g  enough to d is
cover and act upon the b asis  o f their  
com m on hum anity, certa in ly  the  
forces o f peace should  str ive  fo r  
the m eans o f m aking it  durable, 
and in  th is noth ing  is  m ore d esir
able than a fa rew ell to  c lass tyran 
ny  and the banishm ent o f w hat the  
socio log ist calls the su p eriority  
com plex from  a ll the w orld. The  
ligh t o f science p ow erfu lly  aids  
this.

A m o n g  t h e  y o u t h  o f the w orld  
there is  a great and continuous 
aw akening to the need  o f fr ien d li
ness and cooperation  am ong all 
r a c e s  and nations. R ecently, 
am ong m any incid en ts o f a sim ilar  
nature, the w riter  had  the p leasure  
of m in gling  w ith  an in ter-racia l and  
in ter-n ational group o f students  
m ade up of rep resen ta tives of 
Johns H opkins U n iv ersity , the  
U n iv ersity  o f M aryland, the U n i
v ers ity  o f D elaw are, M organ Col
lege and H ow ard U n iversity .

T heir fa ces shone w ith  hap pin ess  
as from  the stand point of b iology, 
sociology, anthropology  and gene
tics th ey  d iscussed , a lm ost w ithout 
d issen tin g  voice, the p oten tia l 
equality  o f all races and the d esir
ab ility  of th eir  m in glin g  free ly  w ith 
out prejud ice in  a ll the activ ities  
and am enities o f  life .

W ith  the usu al n a ivete , charm  
and courage of youth , th ey  seem ed  
to care noth ing about w hat their  
elders, who w ere w rapped  up in  the

traditions o f the p ast, m igh t think  
o f th eir  p resen t acts and attitud es. 
A nd th ey  had sum m oned to their  
gath er in g  three m od ern ist and  
learn ed  sc ien tists  to  confirm them  
in  th eir  thoughts. Thus the orb o f  
science beam s w ith  in creasin g  b ril
lian cy  upon a grow ing w orld  of 
thought and d iscovery.

T h i s  l i g h t  o e  science is  but the  
reflection of a fa r  “ grea ter  and  
m ore g lorious L ig h t”  th at has ap 
peared  w ith  m ajestic  splendor in  
the w orld  today. T his second ligh t  
is  R elig ion  pure and undefiled from  
the T hrone of G-od, or T em ple of 
M anifestation .

T he B a h a ’i R evela tion  is  the d i
vine in terven tion  in  hum an affairs. 
I ts  id ea ls, teach in gs and princip les  
w ill rem ove the su p erstition s that  
pall, the hatreds th at b light, the  
prejud ices th a t becloud, and the  
prep aration  for  slaughter th at now  
threatens the ex isten ce o f a ll hu
m anity .

C learer than  the deductions of 
science, w eigh tier  than the m ight 
o f princes, w iser  th an  the councils 
o f statesm en , kinder than the  
h earts of ph ilan th rop ists, and  
sw eeter than the songs o f seraphs  
is  the Y oice o f God, ca lling  all m an
kind to the U n ity  o f the hum an  
fam ily , the oneness o f the w orld  of 
hum anity. T his is  the true gu id 
ance o f a ll m en in  th eir  relationsh ip  
w ith  th eir  fe llow s, w hether th ey  be 
o f th e sam e race or nation  or of 
others. The g rea t law  of un iversal 
w ell-being and hap p in ess is  set 
fo r th  w ith  a sim plicity , purity , m a
je s ty  and pow er w hich leaves no 
one in  doubt.

“ V erily  the w ords w hich have  
descended from  the H eaven  o f the
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W i l l  o f  G o d  a r e  t i i e  S o u r c e  o f  u n i t y  

a n d  h a r m o n y  f o r  t h e  w o r l d .  C l o s e  

y o u r  e y e s  t o  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  

w e l c o m e  a l l  w i t h  t h e  L i g h t  o f  O n e 

n e s s . ”

T h o s e  w h o  m o v e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  D i v i n e  W i l l  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  

t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d ,  H i s  

H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  h a v e  t h e  

m i g h t i e s t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a n d  a r e  a s s u r e d  o f  

v i c t o r y ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  t h e  

w a y  m a y  s e e m .  A  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t o r  w h o  h e a r d  t h e  

S e r v a n t  o f  G o d ,  H i s  H o l i n e s s  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  a d d r e s s  t h e  L a k e  

M o h o n k  P e a c e  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  1 9 1 2 ,  

q u o t e s  H i m  a s  o p e n i n g  H i s  l u m i 

n o u s  a d d r e s s  b y  s a y i n g :

“ P r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  w e  

h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t  t h e  U n i t y  o f  G o d ,  

t h e  U n i t y  o f  G o d ,  t h e  U n i t y  o f  G o d ! 

B u t  i n  t h i s  d a y  t h e  d i v i n e  l e s s o n  i s  

t h e  u n i t y  o f  m a n ,  t h e  u n i t y  o f  m a n ,  

t h e  u n i t y  o f  m a n ! ”

D r .  S a m u e l  C .  M i t c h e l l  d e c l a r e d  

t h a t  f r o m  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h i s  h o l y  m a n  

w h o m  h e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  P r o p h e t ,  

h e  h a d  d e c i d e d  f o r  h i m s e l f  n e v e r  

a g a i n  t o  d r a w  a  v e r t i c a l  l i n e  u p o n  

h i s  f e l l o w - m e n .  T h e  g r e a t  h o r i z o n  

l i n e  w h i c h  c o v e r s  a l l  m a n k i n d ,  i s  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  h i m .  H o w  h a p p i l y  

d o e s  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  

p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C r e a t i v e  W o r d ,  

t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  r a i s e  u p  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  

u t t e r a n c e  o n e  w h o  h a s  d e c l a r e d  a n d  

r e e c h o e d  i t  u p o n  m a n y  p l a t f o r m s .

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  s a y s :  “ G o d  h a s  

m a d e  m a n k i n d  o n e  f a m i l y :  n o  r a c e  

i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  a n o t h e r .  .  .  .  G o d  i s  

t h e  S h e p h e r d  o f  a l l  a n d  w e  a r e  H i s  

f l o c k .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  m a n y  r a c e s .  

T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  r a c e .  ’  ’

A l t h o u g h  t h e  S u n  o f  T r u t h  i s  s t i l l  

l a r g e l y  h i d d e n ,  “ v e i l e d  b y  i t s  o w n  

s p l e n d o r , ”  y e t  I t s  r a y s  a r e  p e n e 

t r a t i n g  t h e  r e m o t e s t  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  

e a r t h ,  c r e a t i n g  i n  s o u l s  a  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  w h i c h  b i n d s  a l l  h e a r t s  t o 

g e t h e r .  C o m m o n  s e n s e  a n d  r e a s o n  

a r e  e x p l a i n i n g  a w a y  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f  

c o l o r  w h i c h  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  a d j u s t 

m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  t o  c l i m a t i c  s t a t e s  

o v e r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  S c i e n 

t i s t s  i n  m a n y  f i e l d s  o f  r e s e a r c h  a r e  

t h r i l l e d  b y  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  c o m 

m o n  h u m a n  h e r i t a g e  w h i c h  t h e y  

s o m e t i m e s  b o l d l y  d e c l a r e  i n  w o r d s  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s a c r e d  

t e x t .  S t a t e s m e n ,  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n 

t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e  D i v i n e  

S p i r i t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u p o n  w h i c h  

t h e y  a r e  s t r i v i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  n e w  s o 

c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  j u s t i c e  t o  a l l ,  

w h i l e  i n  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  p e o p l e  

w h o  t a k e  r e l i g i o n  s e r i o u s l y  a r e  f i n d 

i n g  h e a r t  b a l m  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  h e l p 

f u l  i n t e r e s t  i n  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’ s  a f f a i r s .

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  

B i s h o p  o f  G e o r g i a ,  B t .  E e v .  A t t i -  

c u s  G .  H a y g o o d ,  a m a z e d  h i s  f o l l o w 

e r s  b y  b o l d l y  d e c l a r i n g  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  

“ O u r  B r o t h e r  i n  B l a c k , ”  t h a t  n o  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  w a s  

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d .

G o v e r n o r  C h a r l e s  A y c o c k  o f  

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n a u g u r a t e d  a  p o l 

i c y  o f  l a r g e  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  e d u c a 

t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  w h i t e  a n d  b l a c k  

u p o n  t h i s  b a s i s :

“ W e  h o l d  o u r  t i t l e  t o  p o w e r  b y  

t h e  t e n u r e  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  G o d ,  a n d  

i f  w e  f a i l  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  e q u a l  a n d  

e x a c t  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  N e g r o  w e  s h a l l  

i n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t i m e  l o s e  p o w e r  

o u r s e l v e s ,  f o r  w e  m u s t  k n o w  t h a t  

t h e  G o d  w h o  i s  l o v e ,  t r u s t s  n o  p e o 

p l e  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  e n a b l i n g  t h e m  t o  d o  i n j u s t i c e . ”

A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t r o n g h o l d s  o f  p r e 

j u d i c e  s e e m  i n v i n c i b l e ,  t h e  c l o u d s  

o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  l o w e r ,  t h e  v e i l s  o f  

i g n o r a n c e  o v e r s h a d o w  a n d  t h e  r e 
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s o u r c e s  o f  r a n c o r  p r e p a r e  f o r  

s t r i f e ,  y e t  u p o n  t h e  p l a n e  o f  b e i n g  

t h e  S u n  o f  T r u t h  i s  r a d i a n t  a n d  

w i l l  r e m o v e  i n  t i m e  a l l  d u s t  f r o m  

m i n d s  a n d  a l l  r u s t  f r o m  h e a r t s ,  t o  

t h e  e n d  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  G l o r y  o f  G o d  

a n d  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  m a n  m a y  a p 

p e a r  i n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  

s h a d o w s  o f  t h e  s u n s e t  a n d  t h e  g l o r y  

o f  t h e  d a w n  a r e  b o t h  r e v e a l e d  i n  

t h e  W o r d s  t h a t  f o l l o w  f r o m  t h e  p e n  

o f  ’ A b c l u  ’ 1 - B a h a :

“ I t  i s  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t o  s e e  h o w  

‘ i l l u s i o n ’  h a s  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n  w h i l e  ‘ R e a l i t y ’  

h a s  n o  s w a y  w h a t s o e v e r .  F o r  e x 

a m p l e —racial difference  i s  a n  o p t i 

c a l  i l l u s i o n !  I t  i s  a  f i g m e n t  o f  

i m a g i n a t i o n ,  y e t  h o w  d e e p - s e a t e d  

a n d  p o w e r f u l  i t s  i n f l u e n c e ! N o  o n e  

c a n  d e n y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n k i n d  i n  

t o t o  a r e  t h e  p r o g e n y  o f  A d a m ;  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  o f f s h o o t s  o f  o n e  p r i m a l  

s t o c k ,  y e t  t h e  o p t i c a l  i l l u s i o n  h a s  

s o  r a d i c a l l y  m i s r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  

p l a i n  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d i v i d e d  

a n d  s u b d i v i d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  s o  

m a n y  t r i b e s  a n d  n a t i o n s .............................A l 

t h o u g h  m a n y  i n t e l l i g e n t  m e n  

a m o n g s t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  r a c i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a n  o p t i c a l  i l l u s i o n ,  y e t  

t h e y  a l l  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

s t a n d  f i r m  b e f o r e  i t s  u n c a n n y ,  i n 

v i s i b l e  p o w e r .

“ T h e  w o r l d  o f  h u m a n i t y  i s  l i k e  

u n t o  o n e  k i n d r e d  a n d  o n e  f a m i l y .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  z o n e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s s i n g  

a g e s  c o l o r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  d i f f e r e n t .  

I n  t h e  t o r r i d  z o n e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  

i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s u n  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a g e s  t h e  d a r k  r a c e  

a p p e a r e d .  I n  t h e  f r i g i d  z o n e  o n  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o l d  

a n d  t h e  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  h e a t  

t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  a p p e a r e d .  I n  t h e  

t e m p e r a t e  z o n e  t h e  y e l l o w ,  b r o w n

a n d  r e d  r a c e s  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  

B u t  i n  r e a l i t y  m a n k i n d  i s  o n e  r a c e .  

B e c a u s e  i t  i s  o n e  r a c e  u n q u e s t i o n 

a b l y  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  u n i o n  a n d  h a r 

m o n y  a n d  n o  s e p e r a t i o n  o r  d i s c o r d .

“ T h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  

a r e  t h e  b r e a t h s  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  

w h i c h  c r e a t e  m e n  a n e w .  P e r s o n a l  

a m i t y ,  b o t h  i n  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c ,  

i s  e m p h a s i z e d  a n d  i n s i s t e d  u p o n .  .  .  

B a h a ’ i s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m a n k i n d  m u s t  

l o v e  m a n k i n d ;  t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  a m i t y  

m u s t  b e  p r a c t i c e d ;  t h a t  d e a d  d o g 

m a s  m u s t  b e  t h r o w n  a w a y ;  t h a t  w e  

a r e  a t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  E r a  o f  

I n t e r p e n d e n c e ;  t h a t  w e  m u s t  f o r g e t  

p r e j u d i c e  a n d  t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e  

m u s t  b e c o m e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  n o t e  o f

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ....................... T h e  t r e e

o f  h u m a n i t y  i s  o n e  a n d  i s  p l a n t e d  

b y  G o d .  T h e  o r g i n  i s  o n e  a n d  t h e  

e n d  m u s t  a l s o  b e  o n e . ”

Thijs i t  i s  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h r o u g h  b o t h  r e l i g i o n  a n d  s c i e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r a c e  i s  t h e  h u m a n  

r a c e .  T h e  i l l u m i n a t i  o f  a l l  g r o u p s  

t o d a y ,  u p o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  o n e n e s s  o f  h u m a n 

i t y ,  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  n e w  

o r d e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e i r  r a n k s  

a r e  w i d e n i n g  d a y  b y  d a y  a n d  a m o n g  

t h e m  a r e  i n c l u d e d  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  

t h e  h u m a n  f a m i l y .  T h e y  h a v e  c r o s s 

e d  t h e  b o r d e r l a n d  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  a n d  

v i e w  w i t h  d e l i g h t  t h e  w o r l d  o f  

u n i t y .  W i t h  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  a p p r e 

c i a t i o n  t h e y  p e r c e i v e  t h e  d e s c e n t  o f  

h e a v e n l y  g u i d a n c e .  I n  t h e  s a c r e d  

b o o k s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t h i s  d i v i n e  f a v o r  

i s  p i c t u r e d  a s  t h e  H o l y  C i t y .

T h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y  p r e 

s e n t  t o  t h e  g a z e  o f  t h e  t r a v e l e r  

s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t s  b e t w e e n  o l d  a n d  

n e w .  I n  d a y s  o f  y o r e  t h e  c o n s t r u c 

t i o n  o f  h o m e s  w a s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

a  c a s t l e .  E a c h  h o u s e  w a s  d e f e n d e d
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b y  a  h i g h  f e n c e  o r  w a l l ,  b e h i n d  

w h i c h  d o g s  b a r k e d  f u r i o u s l y  a t  a l l  

w h o  a p p r o a c h e d ,  w h o  w e r e  p r e s u m 

a b l y  f o e s  u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v e n .  

S u c h  p l a c e s  d i d  n o t  l a c k  b e a u t y .  

N o r  w e r e  p a s s e r s - b y  a l w a y s  w a n t 

i n g  i n  c h a r m .  B u t  i n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  

b e a u t y  a n d  c h a r m  w e r e  h i d d e n  b y  

d e f e n s i v e  b a t t l e m e n t s .  S u c h  a r e  t h e  

c i t i e s  o f  h e a r t s  w h e n  t h e i r  l o v e  i s  

c o n c e a l e d  b y  t h e  b a t t l e m e n t s  e r e c t 

e d  b y  s u p e r s t i t i o n  a n d  f e a r .  I n  m a n y  

o f  t h e  n e w  c i t i e s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

w a l l s  r e v e a l s  v e l v e t  l a w n s  a n d  t h e  

v a r i e d  c h a r m  o f  f l o w e r s .  T h e  a d 

o r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  s p o r t  o f  

t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  c o o p e r a t i o n  

i n  s i m p l e  t o i l ,  c r e a t e  i m p r e s s i o n s  

o f  f r i e n d l i n e s s  a n d  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  

j o y  o f  l i f e .

T h o s e  w h o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  C i t y  o f  

G o d  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f i n a l  o u t c o m e  

o f  h u m a n  d e s t i n y  t h r o u g h  a  l o v e  

t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  

r a c e .  H e r e i n  l i e s  j o y  t o  t h e  w o r k e r  

w h o s e  t o i l  i s  l i n k e d  w i t h  h e a v e n  a s  

h e  s e r v e s  m a n k i n d  e n m a s s e  a s  w e l l  

a s  s i n g l y .  P e a c e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s  w h e n  

r e a d y  t o  p u r s u e  t h o s e  i d e a l s  t h a t  

g u i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  s p l e n d o r .  P e r 

f e c t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  w h e n  t h e  y o u t h  

a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  t r e a s u r e  t h e  j e w e l s  

o f  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  d e s p i t e  t h e  

o b s t i n a t e  b a r r i e r s  o f  c a s t e .  W e a l t h  

f o r  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h e n  t h e  h u g e  

s u m s  n o w  g i v e n  t o  a r m a m e n t s  a r e  

b y  c o m m o n  c o n s e n t  t u r n e d  i n t o  

c h a n n e l s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S o l a c e  f o r  

t h e  n e e d y  w h e n  d e s e r t s  a r e  i r r i g a 

t e d ,  w a s t e  p l a c e s  r e c l a i m e d ,  s l u m s  

r e m o v e d ,  t h e  d e e p  y i e l d s  i t s  c o f f e r s  

a n d  t h e  e a r t h  i t s  f r u i t s .  I l l u m i n a 

t i o n  t o  h u m a n i t y  w h e n  e v e r y  m a n  

s e e s  i n  h i s  n e i g h b o r  a  g a r m e n t  i n  

w h i c h  G o d  h a s  c l o t h e d  t h e  r e 

f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f

H i m s e l f .  G l o r y  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  

w o r l d  w h e n  r e c e p t i v e  t o  d i v i n e  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  d e s c e n d s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  m a j e s t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  H i s  H o l i 

n e s s  B a h â ’ u ’ l l â h ,  t h e  S h i n i n g  O r b  

o f  H i s  C o v e n a n t  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  H i s  l a w s  b y  w h i c h  a l l  r a c e s  a r e  

b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  

o f  s e r v i c e .

T h e  s t o r y  r u n s  t h a t  a  y o u t h  l o n g -  

a b s e n t  f r o m  h o m e  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  a n d  w a s  o v e r 

j o y e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  h e  n o w  h a d  a  

y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  b o r n  d u r i n g  h i s  

a b s e n c e .  H e  e a g e r l y  a n d  l o v i n g l y  

e m b r a c e d  t h e  n e w - c o m e r .  B u t  a l a s  ! 

T h a t  c h i l d  o f  i m m a t u r e  y e a r s  s e e i n g  

i n  h i s  b r o t h e r  o n l y  a  s t r a n g e r  a n d  

a l l  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

m a d e  a  g r e a t  o u t c r y ,  w i g g l e d  o u t  

o f  h i s  a r m s  a n d  e v e n  s c r a t c h e d  h i s  

b r o t h e r ’ s  f a c e .

S u c h  i s  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  

o f  p e o p l e  o f  o n e  g r o u p  t o w a r d  t h o s e  

o f  a n o t h e r  w h e n  u n i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  

d i v i n e  l a w  w h i c h  m a k e s  a l l  m e n  

b r o t h e r s .  S u c h  i m m a t u r i t y  i n  a  

t i m e  o f  r a p i d  c h a n g e s  m u s t  s o o n  

h a p p i l y  p a s s  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  r e a l  

c o m e s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i n t o  v i e w .

T h a t  r e a l i t y  i s  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  

o f  a l l  m a n k i n d  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  e n t e r 

p r i s e s ,  t h e  a w a k e n i n g  o f  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e ,  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  o f  t h e  w a y  o f  

G o d ,  a n d  t h e  e n k i n d l e m e n t  o f  t h e  

f l a m e  o f  d i v i n e  l o v e  w h i c h  r e m o v e s  

a l l  c l o u d s .  T o  f o r s a k e  p r e j u d i c e  i s  

b e t t e r  f a r  t h a n  t o  a m a s s  w e a l t h .  

T h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  a n i m o s i t i e s  i s  f a r  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  v i c t o r y  o v e r  o n e s  

f o e s .  T h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  

g o o d  i s  f a r  n o b l e r  t h a n  t h e  d e s i r e  

f o r  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s .

T h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  r i s i n g  S u n  

r e v e a l s  t h e  w a y .  V i c t o r y  a n d  j o y  

t o  t h o s e  w h o  s t r i v e !
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B A H A ’I C O L L E G IA T E S

M a r z i e h  N a b e l

This illuminating article pointing out the trivialities too current in  college life, 
and making clear how the Baha’i teaching lifts  the student to a more serious concept 
of life and duty to humanity, will be read w ith interest by all who, like the Editors, 
are impressed w ith  the tragedy of the inadequacy of higher education in  this day and 
age. The author is now a Junior at Stanford University.

T h e r e  i s  a  F r e n c h  p e r f u m e  

c a l l e d  “ A l w a y s  M e . ”  “ A l 

w a y s  m e ” — t h a t  i s  t h e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  

m o s t  o f  u s .  T h a t  i s  w h y  w e  a r e  

s t u n t e d  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  a n d  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l l y ,  w h y  w e  c a n n o t  s e e  o v e r  

o u r  r u t s !  T h a t  i s  w h y  t w o - t h i r d s  

o f  l i f e  p a s s e s  u s  b y ,  l e a v i n g  n o  

t r a c e  o f  a  r e a c t i o n .  I t  i s  “ A l w a y s  

U s . ”  I f  w e  a r e  f u l l  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  

l i f e  c a n  g i v e  u s  n o t h i n g .  I f  a  g l a s s  

i s  f u l l  o f  w a t e r ,  w h o  c a n  f i l l  i t  w i t h  

w i n e  ?

B e i n g  f u l l  o f  o u r s e l v e s  m e a n s  

t h a t  w e  a r e  g l u e d  t o  c o n c r e t e  t r i v 

i a l i t i e s .  H o w  m a n y  p o u n d s  h a v e  

I  g a i n e d ?  H o w  m a n y  h o u r s  d i d  

I  s l e e p  l a s t  n i g h t ?  I s  t h e  p i n k  

h a t  m o r e  b e c o m i n g  t o  m e ,  o r  t h e  

p u r p l e ?  W e  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  

a s  l o s t  i n  t r i v i a l i t i e s  a s  a  f l y  

s w a m p e d  i n  f l y - p a p e r .  T h e  r e s u l t  

i s  t h a t  w e  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  r e s 

p o n d  t o  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  m e a n i n g s  o f  

l i f e .  G - r e a t  t r u t h s  e m b a r r a s s  u s .  I t  

e v e n  h a p p e n s  t h a t  i f  s o m e  o n e  m e n 

t i o n s  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  o r  t h e  b r o t h e r 

h o o d  o f  m a n ,  w e  r a i s e  o u r  e y e b r o w s  

a s  i f  s o m e t h i n g  i n d e c e n t  h a d  o c c u r r 

e d .  W e  s q u i r m  a n d  t u r n  t o  t h e  

w e a t h e r .  I t  i s  a  k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  

i n  t h e  m o r e  f o r m a l  o f  o u r  e v e r y d a y  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o n l y  t r i v i a l i t i e s  a r e  

a  p e r m i t t e d  s u b j e c t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

I t  i s  “ A l w a y s  M e . ”

A n d  n o w  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s  a p p e a r 

e d ,  a n d  h a s  s e t  u s  f r e e .  H e  h a s  

b u r n e d  a w a y  t h e  t r i v i a l ,  h a s  m a d e

u s  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  c o n c e p t s ,  h a s  

b r o u g h t  u s  r e s t  f r o m  t h e  i n v o l v e d  

i n a n i t y  o f  e v e r y d a y  e x i s t e n c e .

A n d  s o  i t  i s  t h a t  t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

s t u d e n t ,  a  c o u r s e  i n  a s t r o n o m y  

m e a n s — n o t  t h e  c o l d  d a r k  h o u r s  o n  

t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y  r o o f ,  o r  t h e  l e n g t h y  

c a l c u l a t i o n s  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  c l o u d s ,  

b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “ t h e  h e a v e n s  d e 

c l a r e  t h e  G l o r y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  

f i r m a m e n t  s  h  o  w  e  t  h  H i s  h a n d i 

w o r k . ”  T h e  “ G l o r y  o f  G o d ”  i s  

w h a t  w e  a r e  s e e k i n g ,  a n d  a s  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  i s  u n f o l d e d  b e f o r e  u s ,  o u r  

w o r s h i p  i n c r e a s e s .  T o  a p p r e c i a t e  

t h e  w o n d e r  o f  t h e  w o r k m a n s h i p ,  w e  

m u s t  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  p h e n o m e n a .  

F o r  o n l y  a  m u s i c i a n  c a n  j u d g e  

m u s i c ;  o n l y  a  t r a i n e d  m i n d  c a n  s e e  

d e e p  e n o u g h  i n t o  l i f e  t o  b e  b e w i l 

d e r e d  a t  i t s  p e r f e c t i o n .

T o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  s t u d e n t ,  t h e n ,  

s c i e n c e s  a r e  a  m e a n s  o f  r e a c h i n g  

G o d .  T h e y  a r e  a  c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  

f a i t h .  F o r  e a c h  n e w  d i s c o v e r y ,  

e a c h  p r o v e n  f a c t ,  c o m p l e t e l y  c o i n 

c i d e s  w i t h  a n d  e l u c i d a t e s  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a .

T h e r e  a r e ,  t o o ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  c u l 

t u r a l  c o u r s e s ;  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  w h a t  

m a n  h a s  d o n e ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  h a s  

t h o u g h t .  T h e  p h i l o s o p h y  t e x t 

b o o k ,  a  t h e s a u r u s  o f  g r o p i n g s ,  

w h i c h  h a s  s e n t  m a n y  a  g o o d  m i n d  

s t u m b l i n g  i n t o  o u t e r  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  

s p l a t t e r e d  h i s t o r i e s ,  w h i c h  m a k e  u s  

a s h a m e d  o f  o u r  f o r b e a r s ’  t r a g i c
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a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  s t u p i d i t i e s ,  m a k e  u s  

d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  g l o w  o f  a  

g r e a t  n a m e .  T h e  p s y c h o l o g y  

c o u r s e s ,  p r o m i s i n g  s o  m u c h ,  a n d  

l e a v i n g  u s  a d r i f t  b y  m i d - s e m e s t e r .  

( F o r  o n e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ’ s  g r e a t e s t  

v a l u e s  i s  t h a t  i t  e m p h a s i z e s  n o t  

o n l y  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  m a n ’ s  k n o w l e d g e  

h u t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  h i s  i g n o r a n c e ) .  I n  

a l l  o f  t h e s e ,  t o o ,  w e  a p p r o a c h  G - o d ,  

t h i s  t i m e  t h r o u g h  m a n ,  H i s  m o s t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c r e a t i o n .  A n d  t h e s e  

s e r v e  b u t  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e i t e r a t e  

h u m a n i t y ’ s  n e e d  o f  a  t o o l  t o  r e 

b u i l d  i t s e l f  w i t h .

Y e s ,  c o l l e g e  o f f e r s  a  g l i t t e r i n g  

d i s p l a y  o f  a l l  f o r m s  o f  k n o w l e d g e —  

t h e r e  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g .  A n d  t h e  

f r e s h m e n  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  A t  l a s t  

t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a n d l e  R e a l i t y .

B u t  w h a t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s ?  T h e y  

g r a d u a t e  s o b e r e d ,  t h e y  e m e r g e  

t i r e d  o f  t h e  s e a r c h ,  o r  d e f i a n t ,  o r  

c o n f u s e d .  S o m e  a r e  w i t h d r a w n  i n 

t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  r e s o l v e d  n o t  t o  t h i n k .  

S o m e  c l i n g  t o  t h e  s h r e d s  o f  t h e i r  

p a s t  b e l i e f .  S o m e  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  e x 

p r e s s  o p i n i o n s  w h i c h  a  d e r v i s h  i n  a  

t r a n c e  w o u l d  b e  a s h a m e d  o f .  M a 

t e r i a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e y  g r a d u a t e  

e x c e l l e n t  c i t i z e n s ;  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  t h e y  

a r e  d e s o l a t e .

B u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e  o f  B a h a ’ i  

s t u d e n t s .  W e  h a v e  a  s t a n d a r d  t o  

j u d g e  b y .  W e  c a n n o t  l o s e  o u r  w a y  

i n  t h e  b o g  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  f a c t s .  H a v 

i n g  p r o v e n  w i t h  e v e r y  s t r e n g t h  o f  

o u r  r e a s o n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  t e a c h i n g s ,  w e  h a v e  a  t o u c h 

s t o n e  b y  w h i c h  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  r e a l  

f r o m  u n r e a l .  I t  i s  a s  s i m p l e  a s  d e 

t e r m i n i n g ,  b y  a n  a x i o m ,  t h e  o u t 

c o m e  o f  a  g e o m e t r y  p r o b l e m .

S o c i a l l y  a s  w e l l ,  B a h a ’ i  t r a i n i n g  

i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t .  W e  

d o  n o t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t a k e  c o l l e g e  

t o o  s e r i o u s l y .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  

n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,  b u t  

j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  s t a g e s  o f  

s o u l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  w e  d o  n o t  s k i m  t h r o u g h  t o o  

l i g h t l y ;  w e  f e e l  i t  a  m o r a l  o b l i g a 

t i o n  t o  d o  t h e  w o r k  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  r e a l 

i z i n g  t h a t  s u c h  w o r k  i s  p r a y e r  i f  

s i n c e r e l y  d o n e ,  a n d  t h a t  o u r  s u b 

j e c t s  a r e  c h o s e n  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  f u 

t u r e  B a h a ’ i  s e r v i c e .

P r a y e r  i t s e l f — s o  u n c o l l e g i a t e —  

i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  o u r  l i v e s  

— s u p p l i e s  u s  w i t h  e n e r g y ,  e l u c i 

d a t e s  o u r  p r o b l e m s ,  n o r m a l i z e s  

e x i s t e n c e .

I n  s o m e  w a y s  B a h a ’ i s  a r e  s p e c t a 

t o r s  i n  c o l l e g e  l i f e — w a t c h i n g  t h e  

o t h e r s ,  s t u d y i n g  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s ,  

t r y i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  h o w  w e  m u s t  i n 

f l u e n c e  t h e m  t o w a r d  e f f e c t i n g  a  n e w  

w o r l d  o r d e r — r e a l i z i n g  m e a n w h i l e  

t h a t  w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  

t r a i n e d  m i n d s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

O u r  c h i e f  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e m  

i s  t h a t  w e  k n o w  w h e r e  w e  a r e  g o 

i n g — t h e y  d o  n o t .  O u r  b u r d e n  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  m u c h  h e a v i e r  t h a n  t h e i r s .  

W e  h a v e  a  d e f i n i t e  r e a s o n  f o r  e x 

i s t i n g .  W e  h a v e  o u r  p l a c e  i n  a  

d e f i n i t e  p l a n  o f  w o r l d  b e t t e r m e n t .  

W e  a r e  a c q u i r i n g  s k i l l  f o r  a  d e f i n i t e  

f u t u r e  t a s k .
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T H E  W A N D E R I N G  J E W

L o t j l i e  M a t h e w s

T O  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o u t e r  c a u s e s  

t h a t  l e d  t h e  J e w s  t o  i n t e n s i v e  

m y s t i c i s m ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n 

s i d e r  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

d a y s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

B e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C e n 

t u r y ,  J e r u s a l e m  w a s  r a z e d  t o  t h e  

g r o u n d .  O n  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  

g r e a t  s y n a g o g u e  s t o o d  ( s o  o f t e n  

s p o k e n  o f  i n  t h e  G - o s p e l s )  a  t e m p l e  

w a s  e r e c t e d  t o  J u p i t e r ,  a n d  a b o v e  

t h e  H o l y  S e p u l c h e r  a n o t h e r  w a s  

r e a r e d  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  t o  Y e n u s .

A n  a t t e m p t  t o  f r e e  t h e  J e w s  f r o m  

B o m a n  r u l e ,  i n  1 3 5  A .  D . ,  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  B a r r i c i c h i b a s ,  p r o v e d  

a  t r a g i c  f a i l u r e .  I t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  

a n d  i t  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o v e r  a  

m i l l i o n  J e w s  f e l l  i n  t h i s  u p r i s i n g .  

F r o m  h e n c e f o r t h ,  t h e y  w e r e  f o r b i d 

d e n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  H o l y  

C i t y ,  a n d  w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  h u m i l i 

a t i n g  c r u e l t i e s .  I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  

a c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  E m p e r o r  A n  t o r n  -  

o u s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a  r e s p i t e  f r o m  

p e r s e c u t i o n .

M e a n w h i l e ,  a  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  

w a v e  h a d  s w e p t  o v e r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  

a n d  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  s i e g e  o f  

J e r u s a l e m ,  t h e  M i s n a h ,  u n d e r  t h e  

n a m e  o f  T a l m u d ,  w a s  c o l l e c t e d ,  

w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a w s ,  

s o c i a l  a n d  m o r a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l i 

g i o u s .

T h e  s o c i a l  l a w s  i n c l u d e d  a  d e 

t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  d a i l y  l i f e :  H o w  

t o  e n t e r  a  s h o p ,  w h a t  t o  s a y  t o  a  

s h o p - k e e p e r ,  h o w  t o  e a t  y o u r  f o o d .  

N o  m o d e r n  e t i q u e t t e  b o o k  w a s  m o r e  

c o m p l e t e .  T h e  m a n u s c r i p t  w a s  

e d i t e d  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  b y  J u d a h ,  a t

t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  P a t r i 

a r c h y ,  i n  t h e  t h i r d  C e n t u r y .

A s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  s p r e a d  a n d  w a s  

m a d e  a  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  u n d e r  C o n 

s t a n t i n e ,  t h e  J e w s  w e r e  m e t e d  o u t  

i n j u s t i c e  f r o m  a l l  q u a r t e r s .  T h e y  

l o s t  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  

e v e r y  m e a s u r e  t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s s  

a n d  t h r u s t  t h e m  i n t o  i s o l a t i o n .  T h e y  

w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  l o w e r  o r d e r  o f  

b e i n g ,  d e g r a d e d  a n d  w o r t h y  o f  c o n 

t e m p t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  S o m e t i m e s  a n  E m 

p e r o r  g r a c i o u s l y  a c c o r d e d  t h e m  s p e 

c i a l  l i b e r t y ,  b u t  a n  a p e x  o f  t y r a n n y  

w a s  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  J u s 

t i n i a n  ( 5 5 3 ) ,  w h e n  t h e  J e w s  w e r e  

f o r b i d d e n  t o  r e a d  t h e  T a l m u d  a l o u d ,  

e v e n  i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e s ,  a n d  a  l a w  

w a s  p a s s e d  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e m  f r o m  

e n t e r i n g  c o m m e r c e ,  o r  h o l d i n g  a n y  

p o s i t i o n  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  m a n u a l  l a b o r .  

W h e n  t h e y  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  t e s t i f y  

i n  c o u r t ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  f o r c e d  t h e m  

t o  d o  s o  g i r d e d  i n  t h o r n s ,  s t a n d i n g  

i n  w a t e r ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  

p o l l u t e  t h e  e a r t h  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ;  

a n d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s w e a r i n g  b y  o n e  

c e n t r a l  l a w ,  t h e y  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  

s w e a r  b y  e a c h  l a w  s e p a r a t e l y .

F i n d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w a l l e d  o f f  

f r o m  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e y  

f o r m e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s .  

H a v i n g  t o  w a l k  t h e  s t r e e t s  a s  o u t 

c a s t s ,  i n  s e c r e t  t h e y  r o d e  i n  t h e  

C h a r i o t  o f  E z e k i e l .  T h e y  s p o k e  t o 

g e t h e r  o f  a n g e l s  a n d  t h e i r  v i s i t a 

t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  t h e  t o p i c  

o f  t h e  d a y .  T h e y  b e g a n  t o  p e n e 

t r a t e  m o r e  d e e p l y  t h e  e s o t e r i c  

m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  a n d  

h o n o r  w a s  a c c o r d e d  f i r s t  t o  t h o s e
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w h o  h a d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s e c r e t  

n a m e  o f  G o d  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  

m y s t i c  k n o w l e d g e  e a c h  h a d  a c 

q u i r e d .  T h e  G o d  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  

d r e w  n i g h  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  v i s i o n  

b e c a m e  t h e i r  d e l i g h t .

I n  s e c r e t ,  t h e y  f e d  t h e  p o o r ,  a n d  

i n  s e c r e t  t h e y  p l a n n e d  a  m i g r a t i o n  

t o  E g y p t ,  w h e r e  f i v e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  i n  b o n d a g e .  

H e r e  a  n e w  a n d  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  T a l 

m u d  w a s  c o l l e c t e d ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

B a b y l o n i a n  T a l m u d  w h i c h  i s  i n  u s e  

t o  t h i s  d a y .  T h e  P e r s i a n  r u l e r  

a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  a  

P a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c h o o s i n g ,  

w h o ,  i n  t u r n ,  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  

h i m .  T h e y  f o u n d e d  t w o  g r e a t  

A c a d e m i e s ,  S u r a  a n d  N e h a r d e s ,  t o  

w h i c h  f l o c k e d  t h e  Z o r o a s t e r i a n  P e r 

s i a n s .

D u r i n g  t h e  d a y s  t h e  J e w s  p a s s e d  

u n d e r  t h e  R o m a n  y o k e ,  t h e y  s h o w e d  

n o  s i g n  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  t h e y  h a d  f o r 

m u l a t e d  a  s a y i n g :  ‘  ‘  T h e  l a w  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  w h i c h  w e  l i v e  i s  

t h e  l a w . ”  T h e s e  w o r d s  r e f l e c t  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  J e s u s :  “ R e n d e r  u n t o  

C a e s a r  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  C a e s a r ’ s . ”

F o r  a  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  y e a r s  

t h e y  w e r e  i n t e n s e l y  a l i v e  t o  t h e  

d e e p e r  p h a s e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  e d u 

c a t i o n ,  h u m b l e  a n d  g r a t e f u l  f o r  

t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s .  W i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  

M u h a m m a d a n i s m ,  h o w e v e r ,  b o t h  

t h e  J e w s  a n d  Z o r o a s t e r i a n s  b e c a m e  

u n d e s i r a b l e  s u b j e c t s .  T h e  f o r m e r  

s i l e n t l y  f o l d e d  t h e i r  t e n t s  a n d  r e 

t u r n e d  w h e n c e  t h e y  h a d  c o m e .  T h e y  

d i d  n o t  a t  f i r s t  p e n e t r a t e  f a r  i n 

l a n d ,  b u t  s e t t l e d  a l o n g  t h e  M e d i 

t e r r a n e a n .  I t  w a s  i n  S p a i n ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e i r  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  

s c h o l a r s  w e r e  b o r n .

I n  t h e i r  w a n d e r i n g s ,  t h e  J e w s  

h a d  a s s i m i l a t e d  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  

G r e e k ,  R o m a n  a n d  P e r s i a n  c i v i l i 

z a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

c o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  

t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

p e n e t r a t e d  t h e i r  r i g i d  l a w s  a n d  

l i f t e d  t h e m  a b o v e  t h e o l o g y  i n t o  a  

c l o s e r  u n i o n  w i t h  G o d .

I t  i s  p l e a s a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  

C h a r l e m a g n e  ( 7 4 2 - 8 1 4 )  t r e a t e d  t h e  

J e w s  w i t h  k i n d n e s s ,  a s  a  t r u l y  

C h r i s t i a n  r u l e r ,  i n  m a r k e d  c o n t r a s t  

t o  t h e  o t h e r  s o v e r e i g n s  o f  t h a t  d a y .

B e f o r e  t h e  t e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  t h e  

J e w s  h a d  c a u g h t  f r o m  I s l a m  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  s p i r i t  o f  p o e t r y ,  p h i l o s o 

p h y ,  a n d  s c i e n c e .  A s  t h e  d a w n  o f  

t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  s u n  r o s e ,  i t  g a v e  

l i g h t  t o  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  J e w s  a c 

c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y .  A s  t h e  

l i g h t  o f  C h r i s t  h a d  g i v e n  t h e m  

p o w e r  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  e s o t e r i c  

m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t h a t  o f  

M u h a m m a d  h a d  g i v e n  t h e m  a n  i n 

t e l l e c t u a l  r e n a i s s a n c e .  A s  e a c h  

P r o p h e t  s o  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s t a t e s ,  

t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  H e  b r i n g s  i s  f o r  t h e  

w h o l e  w o r l d ,  o u r  l a c k  o f  k n o w l e d g e  

a n d  b e l i e f  m a y  d i m  i t s  l i g h t ,  b u t  

i t s  s h i n i n g  e x c l u d e s  n o  o n e .

L e t  u s  b e  a d m o n i s h e d  b y  t h e  e x 

a m p l e s  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  n a r r o w 

n e s s  a f f o r d e d  b y  h i s t o r y .  T h e  

m y t h  o f  t h e  W a n d e r i n g  J e w  i s  a n  

a p t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  o n  

t h e  p a r t  o f  h u m a n i t y  t o  j u s t i f y  

t h e i r  c r u e l  a c t s .

T h e  W a n d e r i n g  J e w  w a s  a  l e 

g e n d a r y  f i g u r e ,  d o o m e d  t o  w a n d e r  

o v e r  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  u n t i l  t h e  

s e c o n d  c o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t .  T h i s  

a g e l e s s  b e i n g  w a l k e d  b e s i d e  C h r i s t  

o n  H i s  w a y  t o  t h e  C r o s s ,  a n d  s a i d  

t o  H i m ,  “ G o  T h o u  m o r e  q u i c k l y ” ,  

a n d  t h e  L o r d  r e p l i e d ,  “ I  g o ,  b u t  

t h o u  s h a l t  w a i t  u n t i l  I  r e t u r n . ”  

T h i s  l e g e n d  r e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  B i s h o p  

o f  S c h l e s w i g ,  i n  1 6 0 2 ,  w h o  s a i d  h e
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h a d  m e t  t h e  W a n d e r i n g  J e w ,  w a s  

r e a d i l y  c r e d i t e d  a n d  a p p l a u d e d  b y  

t h e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r l d .  I t  w a s  s p e e d i l y  

p r i n t e d  b y  o n e  S h r i s t o f f  S c r n t z e r .  

( A n d  a s  h i s t o r y  h a s  s i n c e  p r o v e d  

t h a t  n o  s u c h  p e r s o n  h a s  e v e r  e x 

i s t e d ) ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  c l e a r l y  a  

s e c r e t  m a n u s c r i p t  p r i n t e d  u n d e r  a  

f a l s e  n a m e .  T h i s  p a m p h l e t  r a n  

t h r o u g h  f o r t y  e d i t i o n s ,  a n d  w a s  

t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  e v e r y  t o n g u e .  B e 

f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

E t e r n e l  J e w  b e c a m e  a  c u r r e n t  e x 

p r e s s i o n  a n d  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  a p p e a r 

a n c e  w e r e  g i v e n  i n  e v e r y  l a n d .  

E v e n  i n  1 8 3 0  h e  p a s s e d  a l o n g  t h e  

b y - w a y s  o f  L o n d o n ,  w h i l e  a s  l a t e  

a s  1 8 6 8  h e  p r e s u m e d  t o  s a u n t e r  

t h r o u g h  a  p u b l i c  s q u a r e  o f  S a l t  

L a k e  C i t y  w h e r e  h e  b o u g h t  a  n e w s 

p a p e r  a n d  a b s o r b e d  i t s  c o n t e n t s  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  a w e - s t r i c k e n  

c i t i z e n s .  T h u s  h a v e  o u r  f a t h e r s  

s t a t e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  w h o  

b e l i e v e d .

T h e  m y t h  o f  t h e  W a n d e r i n g  J e w  

h e i g h t e n e d  p r e j u d i c e ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e

r a c e  a  m y s t e r i o u s ,  u n c a n n y  q u a l i t y ,  

b u t  o f  f a r  g r a v e r  c o n s e q u e n c e  w a s  

t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i n  

h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  J e w .  I f  

C o d  t h u s  p u n i s h e d  a  m a n ,  w a s  i t  

n o t  m e e t  t h a t  m a n k i n d  s h o u l d  

s h u n  a n d  d e s p i s e  h i m  a l s o .  H o w  

d i f f e r e n t  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  o n  p r e j u d i c e !

“ B e w a r e  o f  p r e j u d i c e ,  l i g h t  i s  

g o o d  i n  w h a t s o e v e r  l a m p  i t  i s  b u r n 

i n g .  A  r o s e  i s  b e a u t i f u l  i n  w h a t s o 

e v e r  g a r d e n  i t  m a y  b l o o m .  A  s t a r  

h a s  t h e  s a m e  r a d i a n c e  w h e t h e r  i t  

s h i n e s  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  o r  t h e  W e s t . ”

A n d  a g a i n  H e  s a y s ,  “ C o n s o r t  

w i t h  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  

w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  k i n d l i n e s s  a n d  

g o o d w i l l  t h a t  a l l  t h e  w o r l d s  o f  b e 

i n g  m a y  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  h o l y  

e c s t a s y  o f  t h e  g r a c e  o f  B a h a .  T h a t  

i g n o r a n c e ,  e n v y ,  h a t e  a n d  r a n c o u r  

m a y  v a n i s h  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  

d a r k n e s s  o f  e s t r a n g e m e n t  a m i d s t  

t h e  p e o p l e s  a n d  k i n d r e d  n a t i o n s  

m a y  g i v e  w a y  t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

U n i t y .  ’  ’

T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  H U M A N I T Y

All are the leaves of one great Tree,
As forming God’s Humanity,

Yet we His children draw the lines,
That separate, and discord make,

With prejudice, we fill our hearts,
Nor seek in love to give and take.

We look at all the different hues 
Of skin—and some we frown upon, 

While God—who did each one create,
Sees but the red heart-blood as one.

To be a unit of the whole,
The good of all alone to seek,

To know that all must rise or fall;
To help the saddened and the weak; 

This is the purpose of God’s Plan,
The Oneness of Humanity,

All leaves upon His Tree of Life,
Or drops of His vast Sea.

— S h a h n a z  W a i t e
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T H E  S W IF T N E S S  O F  L IB E R A T IN G  F O R C E S
D r .  S u s a n  I .  M o o d y ’ s  O b s e r v a t i o n s  E n r o u t e  t o  P e r s i a

A  very remarkable figure is Dr. Moody who, a t the age of seventy-seven years is 
renewing her life of devotion to the progress of Persia. For fifteen years she had 
served in  that country, but retw m ed to Am erica for a well earned rest necessary for  
her health. She had indefatigably worked for the women of Persia not only as a 
practicing physician but as head of the Tarbiat School founded and maintained by 
Baha’is. During this period her medical work w ith the Persian women was very  
notable. How the people of Tihrdn appreciated her previous services to them is shown 
in  their reception of her on her return as described in  this article. She is doing a great 
work toward the im portant goal of uniting the E ast and W est.

The following is compiled from  her recent letter giving a detailed account o f 
her journey from  New York to Tihrdn.—Editor.

“  W e pray that God tvill unite 
the East and the W est in order that 
these two civilisations may he ex
changed and mutually enjoyed. I  
am sure it will come to pass, for  
this is the radiant century. This is 
an age for the outpouring of divine 
mercy upon the exigency of this 
new century—the unity of the East  
and the West. I t  will surely he ac
complished.” — ’A hdu’l-Bahd.

r T T H E  “ l i b e r a t i n g  f o r c e s ”  a t  w o r k  

e v e r y w h e r e  a r e  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  

v a s t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  

t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  n o  p l a c e  a r e  t h e y  

m o r e  a p p a r e n t  t h a n  i n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  

N e a r  E a s t .  T h e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  

p a s t  w a s  s e e m i n g l y  s l o w ,  b u t  t o  

t h o s e  w h o  h a d  t h e  v i s i o n ,  t h e  d i v i n e  

l a w  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g ,  e v e n  

s w i f t l y ,  f o r  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  h a s  

b e e n  a t  w o r k  o n  t h e  i n n e r  p l a n e ,  

s e e d s  h a v e  b e e n  g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  

s o i l  o f  h u m a n  h e a r t s  w h i c h  h a v e  

b r o u g h t  f o r t h  m a n y  b l e s s i n g s  a n d  

m a n y  n o t a b l e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  f o u n 

d a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  

c r u m b l i n g  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  a n d  m o r e  

r a p i d l y  t h a n  a n y  o n e  r e a l i z e d ,  u n t i l  

t o d a y  t h e  l i f t i n g  o f  h u m a n i t y  i n t o  

t h e  n e w  o r d e r  i s  b e i n g  d e m o n s t r a 

t e d  i n  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  r e f o r m s  s o  s u r e  

a n d  c e r t a i n  t h a t  “ h e  w h o  r u n s  m a y  

r e a d . ”

T o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  E a s t  a n d  t h e  

W e s t  w a s  n o t ,  a n d  i s  n o t ,  e a s y  o f  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  f o r  t h e  r e q u i r e 

m e n t s  o f  t h e  N e w  A g e  a s s u r e d l y  

d e m a n d  f i r s t ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h e a r t s ,  

t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  L i g h t  o f  G u i d a n c e ,  

a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  t r a i n e d  m i n d s .

O n  t h e  s t e a m e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  A t 

l a n t i c  D r .  M o o d y  a n d  h e r  t r a v e l i n g  

c o m p a n i o n  M i s s  A d e l a i d e  S h a r p  

o f  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  ( n o w  d i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  T a r b i a t  S c h o o l  i n  T i h r a n ,  P e r 

s i a )  w e r e  h a p p i l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  

a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  E a b b i  a n d  h i s  i n 

t e r e s t i n g  w i f e  d e e p l y  e n g r o s s e d  i n  

t h e  s t u d y  o f  B a h a ’ i  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e y  

w e r e  s o  t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  d y n a m i c  

u n i f y i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  

t h a t  t h e  E a b b i  d e c i d e d  t o  a r r a n g e  

a  U n i t y  M e e t i n g  t h e  l a s t  S u n d a y  

m o r n i n g  o n  t h e  s t e a m e r .  T h e  s p e a k 

e r s  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  w e r e  t h e  E a b b i ,  

s o m e  C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  

D r .  M o o d y .  A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  s e r 

v i c e  a  G r e e k  s a i d  t o  D r .  M o o d y ,  

“ O n  b e h a l f  o f  m y s e l f  a n d  a l l  t h e  

G r e e k s  I  w i s h  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f r o m  

m y  h e a r t  f o r  y o u r  P e r s i a n  p r a y e r . ”  

T h u s  t h e  l e a v e n  w o r k s .  I t  w a s  a n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  

l a t e r  D r .  M o o d y  s h o u l d  a g a i n  m e e t  

t h e  E a b b i  a n d  h i s  w i f e  i n  T i b e r i a s .

A  b r i e f  v i s i t  o f  t w e l v e  d a y s  w a s  

m a d e  i n  H a i f a ,  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t
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Photographed in Kermanshah, Persia. L e ft to righ t: Mohamed Labib, who estab
lished the Children’s Savings Bank named “Nonahallan Co.,” which has branches in 
eight Persian cities. He is a noted Esperantist and a skilled photographer; Dr. Susan  
I. Moody, distinguished Doctor and famous Internationalist; Dr. Habibollah Moayid, 
known to many Americans, and also in  Germany, as “Khodabaksh;” Miss Adelaide 
Sharp, American director of the Tarbiat School for Girls in  Tihrdn.

o f  M t .  C a r m e l ,  a n d  n o w  t h e  m o s t  

f a m o u s  c i t y  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  I t  i s  h e r e  

w h e r e  t h e  G u a r d i a n  a n d  C e n t e r  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e ,  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  

h a s  h i s  h o m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  

m e m b e r s  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ’ s  f a m 

i l y .  A t  p r e s e n t  H a i f a  i s  b e i n g  r e 

m a r k a b l y  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  J e w s  a n d  o f  

t h e  B r i t i s h .  T h e  p r o p h e c i e s  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f u 

t u r e  o f  H a i f a ,  ’ A k k a  a n d  t h e  b e a u 

t i f u l  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  h a y  o f  H a i f a ,  a r e  

d a i l y  b e i n g  f u l f i l l e d  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  

w i l l  b r i n g  s t i l l  m o r e  w o n d e r f u l  i m 

p r o v e m e n t s .

D r .  M o o d y  a n d  M i s s  S h a r p  

l i v e d  a t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  P i l g r i m  H o u s e  

i n  H a i f a ,  a n d  w e r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  

h a v e  m a n y  c o n f e r e n c e s  t h e r e  w i t h  

S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  w h o ,  t h o u g h  v e r y  

t i r e d  f r o m  o v e r w o r k ,  g a v e  t h e m  

m u c h  o f  h i s  t i m e .  T h e y  f o u n d  

B a h i y y i h  K h a n u m  ( t h e  s i s t e r  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  c a l l e d  t h e  G r e a t e s t  

H o l y  L e a f )  t h o u g h  a d v a n c e d  i n  

a g e ,  m u c h  b e t t e r  i n  h e a l t h  t h a n  f o r  

m a n y  y e a r s .  A n o t h e r  i t e m  o f  i n 

t e r e s t  t o  B a h a ’ i s  i s  t h a t  M o n e v e r  

K h a n u m  ( y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a )  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  

M i r z a  A h m a d  Y a z d i ,  f o r m e r  P e r 

s i a n  C o n s u l  a t  P o r t  S a i d ,  a r e  n o w  

l i v i n g  i n  H a i f a  p e r m a n e n t l y ,  b o t h  

b e i n g  e m i n e n t l y  f i t t e d  t o  r e n d e r  

v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e .  T h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  B o o h a  

K h a n u m ,  ( s e c o n d  d a u g h t e r  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  a n d  t h e  w i f e  o f  M i r z a  

J a l a l ) ,  m a n a g i n g  t w o  h o u s e h o l d s ,  

h e r  o w n  a n d  t h a t  o f  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  

a n d  y e t  f i n d i n g  t i m e  t o  t a k e  i n t o  

h e r  h o m e  t w o  s i c k  w o m e n  a n d  

n u r s e  t h e m  h e r s e l f ,  w a s  a n  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  o n  t h e  l i f e  o f  s a c r i 

f i c e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  c o l o n y  a t  

H a i f a ,  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  s e r v e s ,  a n d  

s e r v e s  s a c r i f i c i a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  M i s s  

E f f i e  B a k e r ,  h o s t e s s  o f  t h e  P i l g r i m  

H o u s e  a n d  F u g e t a  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  

J a p a n e s e  B a h a ’ i  s e r v e r .  H e r e  i s  

o n e  s p o t  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  e a r t h  

w h e r e  e v e r y  o n e  f o r g e t s  s e l f  a n d  

s e l f - i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  t h i n k s  o n l y  o f  

h o w  b e s t  t o  s e r v e  o t h e r s .

T h e n  f o l l o w s  t h e  o f t - r e p e a t e d
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s t o r y  o f  a l l  w h o  h a v e  e v e r  h a d  t h e  

b l e s s i n g  o f  t h i s  v i s i t ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  

i t  i s  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  b e 

l o v e d  f a m i l y  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  f o r  

o n c e  h a v i n g  w i t n e s e d  t h e  l o v e  o f  

G o d  i n  a c t i o n ,  a n d  s o  p e r f e c t l y  a n d  

c o m p l e t e l y  e x e m p l i f i e d ,  o n e  n a t u r 

a l l y  w i s h e s  t o  r e m a i n  f o r e v e r  i n  

s u c h  a  h o l y  a t m o s p h e r e .

B u t  T i h r a n ,  P e r s i a  w a s  t h e  d e s 

t i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  A m e r i c a n  

t r a v e l e r s ,  s o  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e i r  

l o n g  j o u r n e y ,  t r a v e l i n g  b y  w a y  o f  

T i b e r i a s  t o  D a m a s c u s ,  t h e n c e  o v e r  

t h e  S y r i a n  a n d  A r a b i a n  d e s e r t s  i n  

a  D o d g e  c a r  c a r r y i n g  s i x t e e n  p a s 

s e n g e r s .  D r .  M o o d y  d e s c r i b e s  s o m e  

o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  

t h e s e  w o r d s :

“ T h e  t r a n s p o r t  u s u a l l y  s t a y s  

o v e r  n i g h t  a t  a  c a r a v a n s a r y ,  b u t  a s  

t h e r e  w a s  a  g l o r i o u s  f u l l  m o o n  a  

v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  a n d  c a r r i e d  t h a t  w e  

s h o u l d  h a v e  o u r  e v e n i n g  m e a l  a n d  

t h e n  r i d e  a l l  n i g h t .

“ W h i l e  w e  w e r e  a t  t a b l e  a  f i n e  

l o o k i n g  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  c a m e  t o  m e  

a n d  s a i d ,  ‘ H o w  d o  y o u  d o  D r .  

M o o d y ! ’  T h i n k  o f  i t  , — i n  t h e  m i d 

d l e  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  d e s e r t ,  a t  n i g h t ! 

I  a n s w e r e d ,  ‘ H o w  d i d  y o u  k n o w  

t h a t  I  w a s  h e r e ? ’  A n d  h e  r e p l i e d ,  

‘ W h e n  y o u  c a m e  i n  t h e  d o o r  I  r e 

c o g n i z e d  y o u . ’  H e  w a s  n o n e  o t h e r  

t h a n  D r .  F o r t e s c u e ,  w h o m  I  k n e w  

w e l l  i n  T i h r a n .  W e  h a d  a  f i n e  v i s i t .  

H e  i s  n o w  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a l l  B r i t i s h  

m e d i c a l  w o r k  i n  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  w i t h  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  B a g d a d .

“ T h i s  i n c i d e n t  r e c a l l s  a n o t h e r  

s i m i l a r  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  

P a n a m a  C a n a l .  A n  A m e r i c a n  g r e e t 

e d  m e  b y  n a m e ,  o n  t h e  d e c k  o f  o u r  

s t e a m e r ,  a n d  I  r e c o g n i z e d  a  f o r m e r  

C h a r g e  d ’ A f f a i r e s  o f  o u r  L e g a t i o n  

i n  T i h r a n .  H e  i s  n o w  A m e r i c a n  

A m b a s s a d o r  i n  S a n  S a l v a d o r .  H e

w r o t e  i n  m y  a u t o g r a p h  b o o k ,  ‘ A  

r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  P e r s i a n  r o s e s  i n  

a  P e r s i a n  g a r d e n  i n  1 9 1 6 . ’  M y  

j o u r n e y i n g s  a r e  r e p l e t e  w i t h  l i k e  

p l e a s a n t  m e m o r i e s . ”

C o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h a t  a l l  n i g h t  

m o o n l i g h t  r i d e  o n  t h e  d e s e r t  i n  t h e  

D o d g e  c a r ,  D r .  M o o d y  t e l l s  u s  n o n e  

s l e p t ,  b u t  e v e r y  o n e  r e v e l l e d  i n  t h e  

r a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  a r 

r i v e d  i n  B a g d a d  h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  

u s u a l  s c h e d u l e d  t i m e .

H e r e  o u r  f r i e n d s  r e m a i n e d  f o r  

s i x  d a y s  v i s i t i n g  a m o n g  B a h a ’ i s .  

P a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  i s  m a d e  t o  

t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t w o  v e r y  i m 

p o r t a n t  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  M a s h r i q u ’ l -  

A d h k a r  ( t h e  “ d a w n i n g  p l a c e  o f  t h e  

w o r s h i p  o f  G o d . ”  o r  B a h a ’ i  T e m 

p l e )  ;  a l s o  o f  a n  a f t e r n o o n  m e e t i n g  

f o r  w o m e n  a n d  a n  e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g  

f o r  m e n ,  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 

t e r e s t i n g  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

o f  t h e  “ A f n a n ”  ( o n e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

H o l y  F a m i l y )  a n d  S h e i k  M o h i  e d  

D i n ,  t r a v e l i n g  B a h a ’ i  t e a c h e r  “ a  

t a l l  m a n  w i t h  a  f i n e  p r e s e n c e ” ;  a  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g r o u p  a l s o  o n  a c c o u n t  

o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  d r e s s  a n d  h e a d 

g e a r .  “ T h e  v i b r a t i o n  o f  B a h a ’ i  l o v e  

a n d  u n i t y  w a s  t h e  g i f t  w e  c a r r i e d  

f r o m  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s , ”  s a y s  D r .  

M o o d y .

A  s h o r t  v i s i t  w a s  n e x t  m a d e  i n  

K e r m a n s h a h ,  o n e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e  

c i t i e s  o f  P e r s i a  f a m o u s  f o r  t h e  r u g 

w e a v i n g  a r t .  “ A n d  h e r e  w e  w e r e  

g u e s t s  a t  t h e  h o m e  o f  D r .  a n d  M r s .  

H a b i b o l l a h  K h o d a b a k s h ,  m e e t i n g 

o l d  a n d  n e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  a n o t h e r  

f e r v e n t  B a h a ’ i  t r a v e l i n g  t e a c h e r ,  

J e n a b i  F a z e l  Shirazi,  w h o  t a u g h t  

m a n y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  B o y ’ s  T a r b i a t  

S c h o o l  o f  T i h r a n . ”  D r .  M o o d y  g o e s  

o n  t o  s t a t e ,  “ W e  h a d  s p e n t  C h r i s t 

m a s  i n  H a i f a ,  P a l e s t i n e ;  N e w  

Y e a r ’ s  d a y  w e  h a d  a t t e n d e d  t h e
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m e m o r a b l e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  B a g d a d ;  

a n d  o n  J a n u a r y  s i x t h  w e  w e r e  

s p e e d i n g  t o w a r d  H a m a d a n ,  P e r s i a .  

W e  h a d  t o  c h a n g e  c a r s  a t  B a g d a d ,  

a n d  s o  h i r e d  a  H u d s o n  c a r  t o  t a k e  

u s  t h r o u g h  f r o m  t h a t  c i t y  t o  T i h -  

r á n  —  c o s t  t w e n t y - n i n e  E n g l i s h  

p o u n d s .  I t  w a s  a  n e w  c a r  a n d  w e  

h a d  a n  e x p e r t  c h a u f f e u r .  T h e  

w e a t h e r  w a s  p e r f e c t ,  n o  s n o w  i n  

t h e  m o u n t a i n  p a s s e s  u p  t o  t h i s  t i m e .

A r r i v i n g  i n  H a m a d a n ,  w h e r e  a l 

m o s t  e v e r y  o n e  i n  t h e  c i t y  i s  a  

B a h á ’ i ,  o u r  f r i e n d s  w e r e  g u e s t s  o f  

t w o  n o t e d  B a h á ’ i  d o c t o r s  o f  t h e  

J e w i s h  r a c e — D r .  H a f i z  e s  S a h e h  

a n d  h i s  s o n  D r .  Y o h a n n a  H a f i z ,  a n d  

w h a t  D r .  M o o d y  s a y s  a b o u t  t h e i r  

v i s i t  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  i n  h e r  o w n  

w o r d s :

“ T h e  H a m a d a n  B a h a ’ i s  a r e  n u 

m e r o u s  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s .  T h e  l a r g e  

p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  

c o m p r i s e s  t h e i r  B o y ’ s  a n d  G i r l ’ s  

S c h o o l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  M a s h r i q u ’ l -  

A d h k a r  w h e r e  w e  m e t  a n  a u d i e n c e  

o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  m e n .  W h a t  a  

t h r i l l  i t  g a v e  u s ! I  t o l d  t h e m  I  

w i s h e d  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i  ( G u a r d i a n  

o f  t h e  B a h á ’ i  C a u s e )  w e r e  s t a n d i n g 

i n  m y  p l a c e .  T h e  w a v e  o f  s m i l e s  

t h a t  s w e p t  o v e r  t h o s e  h a p p y  f a c e s  

f o r e t o l d  t h e  g r e e t i n g  a w a i t i n g  h i m  

w h e n  h e  w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

t h e  e x p r e s s e d  l o n g i n g  i n  h i s  h e a r t .

“ A t  a n  a f t e r n o o n  m e e t i n g  t h r e e  

h u n d r e d  w o m e n  w e r e  i n  t h e  T e m 

p l e , ”  a n d  D r .  M o o d y  s a y s  s h e  

g r e e t e d  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m  p e r s o n 

a l l y .  T h e  B a h á ’ i  B o y ’ s  S c h o o l  i n  

H a m a d a n  i s  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  

t h e r e  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c o r p s  o f  

t e a c h e r s  u n d e r  t h e  n e w  s u p e r i n t e n 

d e n t  M i r z a  A h m e d  R a a z e e  o f  T a 

b r i z .  T h e  G i r l ’ s  S c h o o l  i s  l i k e w i s e  

v e r y  p r o s p e r o u s ,  a n d  D r .  M o o d y  

w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d  t o  f i n d  a

g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  T a r b i a t  S c h o o l  i n  

T i h r a n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s .  

A n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  w o m e n  

B a h a  ’ i s  o f  t h i s  c i t y  w a s  p r o n o u n c e d  

a  r a r e  t r e a t , — t h e  c h a n t i n g  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  t a b l e t s ,  p r a y e r s  a n d  p o e m s  

w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s o c i a l  h o u r .

T h r e e  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  

c i t y  o f  K a z v i n ,  a  c e n t e r  w e l l  k n o w n  

a m o n g  B a h a ’ i s .  O u r  f r i e n d s  w e r e  

t h e  g u e s t s  o f  D r .  A s s a d - o l - H o k e m a  

a n d  a t  h i s  h o m e  t h e y  s a w  h o s t s  o f  

B a h a ’ i s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  t h e  y o u n g  

w i d o w  o f  t h e  l a t e  l a m e n t e d  M a h 

m o u d  Z a r g o n n i .  S h e  i s  a n  a c c o m 

p l i s h e d  s t u d e n t  a n d  i s  c o n v e r s a n t  

w i t h  E n g l i s h  a n d  E s p e r a n t o .

F r o m  K a z v i n  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  

d a y s ’  r i d e  t o  T i h r a n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  

P e r s i a ,  a n d  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  l o n g  

j o u r n e y .  “ W e  a r r i v e d  a f t e r  d a r k  

a n d  a  l i t t l e  l a t e ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  t a k e n  

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  M i r z a  F e r i -  

b o r z e  w h o m  w e  f o u n d  w a i t i n g  o u t 

s i d e  o f  t h e  g a t e  f o r  u s , ”  s a y s  D r .  

M o o d y .  B r i e f l y  s h e  g i v e s  t h i s  p i c 

t u r e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s :

“ W e  h a d  a  g o o d  n i g h t s ’  r e s t  a n d  

t h e n  t h e  f r i e n d s  b e g a n  t o  c o m e .  

‘ F e r r y  a n d  S a r v a r ’  k e p t  o p e n  

h o u s e .  T h e y  c a m e  s i n g l y ,  i n  g r o u p s ,  

C o m m i t t e e s ,  A s s e m b l i e s ,  —  m o r e  

t h a n  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k ,  

a n d  s t i l l  w e  a r e  g r e e t i n g  m a n y  n e w  

a n d  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  b o t h  w o m e n  a n d  

m e n ,  a n d  h a p p y  a r e  w e !

“ W o r d s  f a i l  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  j o y  

o f  o u r  ‘ h o m e - c o m i n g . ’  T h e  w a r m  

h e a r t s  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  r a c e  a r e  a  

s t o r e h o u s e  o f  l o v e .  I  t h o u g h t  I  

k n e w  t h e m  t h o r o u g h l y ,  b u t  t h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e  c o n t r a d i c t s  s u c h  a n  a s 

s e r t i o n .  I  w i s h  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  

s e e n  h o w  t h a t  l o v e  o v e r f l o w e d  i n  

g i f t s — p o t t e d  v i n e s  a n d  p l a n t s ,  

l a r g e  b o u q u e t s  o f  f l o w e r s ,  t w o  b e a u 

t i f u l  s i l v e r  v a s e s ,  m a n y  b o x e s  o f
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c o n f e c t i o n e r y ,  c a k e s  d e c o r a t e d  a n d  

f r o s t e d ,  s w e e t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  D o  y o n  

w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  t w o  A m e r i c a n s  

w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r w h e l m e d ?

“ M i s s  S h a r p  h a s  n o w  b e e n  b u s y  

a t  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  t w o  w e e k s ,  s t u d y 

i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  m e t h 

o d s  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  b r i n g i n g  e v e r y  

d e p a r t m e n t  n p  t o  d a t e ,  t h a t  o u r  

B a h a ’ i  G i r l ’ s  S c h o o l  m a y  b e  a n  a d 

v a n c e  g u a r d  t o  a i d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h i s  New Persia  w h i c h  i s  g r e a t l y  

i n  e v i d e n c e  e v e r y w h e r e .

“ I  f i n d  t h e  B a h a ’ i  m e n  a c t i v e l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d  o f  

t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  w o m e n .  M e e t i n g s  

f o r  c o n f e r e n c e  a r e  f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h 

e d .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  

a t t e n d e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  M i r z a  

F e r i b o r z e  w h e r e  w e  a r e  s t a y i n g .  

T h e r e  w e r e  o n e  h u n d r e d  w o m e n  

p r e s e n t  w i t h  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  n i n e  

m e n .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  e x c e l l e n t

a d d r e s s e s  b y  w o m e n  a n d  t h r e e  b y  

m e n ,  t o u c h i n g  u p o n  i m p o r t a n t  

p o i n t s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  s e r v i c e .  I  s h a l l  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  a  

s e c o n d  o n e  s o o n  i n  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  c i t y .  M y  i n c o m p l e t e  c o m 

m a n d  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  p r e v e n t s  t h e  

g i v i n g  o f  a n  a d e q u a t e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

t h i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  n e w  m o v e .

“ I t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t r u l y  a s 

s e r t e d  t h a t ,  ‘ T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  P e r 

s i a  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  e x c e e d s  

t h a t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  t w o  h u n d r e d . ’  

T h e  M u l l a h s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  c o n 

t r o l  o f  a f f a i r s ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  w e a r  t h e  

o l d  t u r b a n  b u t  t h e  s k i p - c a p ,  w h i c h ,  

b y  o r d e r  o f  P e h l e v i ,  E e z a  S h a h ,  i s  

t h e  u n i v e r s a l  h a t  o f  a l l  P e r s i a n s .  

T h e  M u l l a h s  w h o  r e m a i n  i n  P a r l i -  

m e n t  a r e  f e w  i n  n u m b e r  a n d  c a n n o t  

f o r c e  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  n e w  u n j u s t  

l a w s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o l d  o n e s  h a v e  

n o t  y e t  b e e n  r e s c i n d e d . ”

H is Holiness Baha’u ’llah appeared in the Orient and renewed the 
foundations of the divine teachings. His revelation of the W ord em
bodies completely the teachings of all the Prophets, expressed in prin
ciples and precepts applicable to the needs and conditions of the mod
ern world; amplified and adapted to present day questions and critical 
human problems. That is to say, the words of His Holiness Baha’u ’
llah are the essences of the words of the Prophets of the past. They  
are the very  spirit of the age and the cause of the unity and illumination 
of the east and the west. The followers of H is teachings are in con
form ity  with the precepts and commands of all the former heavenly 
messengers. Differences and dissensions which destroy the foundations 
of the world of humanity and are contrary to the will and good pleasure 
of God, disappear completely in the light of the revelation of His Holi
ness Baha’u ’llah; difficult problems are solved, unity and love are es
tablished. For the good pleasure of God is the effulgence of love and 
the establishing of unity and fellowship in the human world; whereas 
discord, contention, warfare and strife are satanic outcomes and con
trary  to the ivill of the Merciful.— ’A bdu’l-Bahâ.
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W IL L IA M  H . R A N D A L L  

1863-1929
T H E  r a n k s  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  

i n  A m e r i c a  h a v e  l o s t  o n e  o f  i t s  

b e s t  k n o w n  a n d  m o s t  s i n c e r e  a d 

h e r e n t s  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  M r .  W i l l 

i a m  H .  R a n d a l l  o f  B o s t o n ,  w h o  

p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  e t e r n a l  o n  F e b 

r u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 2 9 .

B u t  w i t h  h i m  a l l  b u s i n e s s  w a s  

s e c o n d a r y  t o  t h e  g r e a t  “  s p i r i t u a l  

b u s i n e s s ”  i n  w h i c h  h e  w a s  s o  d e e p 

l y  e n g r o s s e d ,  f o r  h i s  g r e a t e s t  a c t i v 

i t y  i n  l i f e  w a s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  

H e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  q u i t e  i m p a r t i a l l y  

a l l  F a i t h s  t h a t  c a m e  t o  h i s  n o t i c e .

Mr. Randall center and Mrs. Randall right, w ith  other pilgrims 
visiting ’Abdu‘l-Bahd at H aifa

M r .  R a n d a l l  w a s  b o r n  i n  B o s t o n ,  

A p r i l  1 9 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  a n d  w a s  c h r i s t e n e d  

i n  t h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  H e  

w a s  e d u c a t e d  a t  C h a n n c e y  H a l l  

s c h o o l  a n d  a b r o a d ,  a n d  w a s  a  g r e a t  

s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e 

l i g i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  s c h o o l  d a y s  a n d  

f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  l i f e .

H e  e n t e r e d  t h e  s h i p p i n g  b u s i n e s s  

i n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s  o f  t h e  o l d  ‘  * C l i p p e r  

S h i p , ”  a n d  r o s e  f r o m  o f f i c e  b o y  t o  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y .  A  f e w  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  W o r l d  W a r  h e  o r 

g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r m  o f  W i l l i a m  H .  R a n 

d a l l  C o m p a n y ,  o w n e r s  o f  a  l a r g e  

l i n e  o f  s t e a m e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  h e  

w a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S h i p p i n g  B o a r d ,  a n d  

a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  U .  S .  S e n a t e  

f o r  t h a t  C o m m i t t e e .

H e  f i r s t  h e a r d  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h 

i n g s  t h r o u g h  M i s s  A l i c e  B u c k t o n  o f  

E n g l a n d ,  w h o  t o l d  a  g r o u p  o f  o u r  

f r i e n d s  a b o u t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  m a r t y r s .  

T h r o u g h  M i s s  B u c k t o n  h e  m e t  M r .  

H a r l a n  F .  O b e r  w h o  s u p p l i e d  h i m  

w i t h  B a h a ’ i  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  w h o  

s p e n t  d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s  i n  o u r  h o m e  

e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  T e a c h i n g s .  I n  t h e  

s u m m e r  o f  1 9 1 2  M r .  R a n d a l l  m e t  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  a t  t h e  C h a r l e s g a t e  i n  

B o s t o n ,  a n d  l a t e r  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

c a m e  t o  o u r  h o m e .

T h e  n e x t  s u m m e r  ( 1 9 1 3 )  h e  b e 

c a m e  a  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  G r e e n  A c r e  

F e l l o w s h i p  ( n o w  t h e  B a h a ’ i  S u m 

m e r  C o l o n y  a t  G r e e n  A c r e ,  E l i o t ,  

M a i n e ) .

I n  1 9 1 4  M r .  R a n d a l l  w a s  e l e c t e d  

t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e m p l e  U n i t y  ( t h e
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N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ) ,  a n d  s e r 

v e d  o n  s a i d  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t e n  c o n 

s e c u t i v e  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  

t h e  m o n e y  w a s  r a i s e d  f o r  t h e  T e m 

p l e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a n d  a s  h e  w a s  e i t h 

e r  T r e a s u r e r  o r  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  h e  w a s  

e x t r e m e l y  a c t i v e .

H i s  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  l i f e  w a s  

p r o m u l g a t i n g  t h e  B a h a  ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  

a n d  h o l d i n g  a l o f t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

t h i s  C a u s e .  A s  M r .  R a n d a l l  w a s  f o r  

t h e  m o s t  p a r t  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  

s p e a k e r ,  h i s  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  v e r y  e f 

f e c t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  i n  h i s  

t r a v e l s  f a r  a n d  w i d e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n 

t r y ,  h e  s p o k e  b e f o r e  m a n y  A s s e m 

b l i e s  a n d  g a t h e r i n g s ,  a l w a y s  g i v i n g  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  M e s s a g e  f r o m  o n e  a n g l e  

o r  a n o t h e r .  P r o b a b l y  h i s  l a r g e s t  a u 

d i e n c e  w a s  a t  L i l y  D a l e ,  N .  Y . ,  

w h e r e  h e  a d d r e s s e d  a  t h o u s a n d  o r  

m o r e  a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  C a m p ,  h a v 

i n g  a c c o m p a n i e d  J i n a b - i - F a d i l ,  a l s o  

a n  i n v i t e d  s p e a k e r ,  a n d  M i s s  M a r 

t h a  R o o t  w h o  w a s  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  

C o n f e r e n c e s .

L o n g  b e f o r e  a n  a c t i v e  B a h a ’ i  

T e a c h i n g  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  

h e  h a d  p l a c e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  

a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  e a g e r  t o  a s s i s t  a n y  

o n e  w h o  w o u l d  a n d  c o u l d  g o  f o r t h  

a n d  g i v e  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M e s s a g e .

P e r h a p s  h i s  g r e a t e s t  w o r k  w a s  

a t  G r e e n  A c r e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  

w h e n  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  w o r k  t h e r e ,  

h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  s e r v e  G r e e n  A c r e  i n  

a  m a t e r i a l  w a y  i n  h o l d i n g  t o g e t h e r  

f o r  t h e  B a h a ’ i s  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p e r 

t i e s  a n d  m a k i n g  v a s t  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

M i s s  S a r a h  F a r m e r ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  

o f  G r e e n  A c r e  F e l l o w s h i p ,  w a s  i n  

t h o s e  d a y s  c o n f i n e d  i n  a  S a n i t a r 

i u m .  T h r o u g h  M r .  R a n d a l l ’ s  e f f o r t s  

h e r  r e l e a s e  w a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t ,  t h u s  

f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  p r o m i s e  t o  h e r  b y

Àbdu’l-Bahà, w ith Mr. Randall in  the back
ground. A  picture much appreciated.

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  p a s s  

a w a y  i n  h e r  o w n  h o m e .

O n e  o f  h e r  f o n d e s t  d r e a m s  w a s  t o  

h a v e  a n  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  i n 

s t a l l e d  a t  G r e e n  A c r e .  A n d  t h i s  M r .  

R a n d a l l  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  l a s t  s u m 

m e r  o f  h e r  l i f e .

H i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  G r e e n  A c r e  n e v e r  

l e s s e n e d ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  

w i t h  h i m  t h e r e  e a c h  s u m m e r  h a v e  

r e a l i z e d  h i s  u n t i r i n g  e n e r g y  i n  f u r 

t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  a t  t h a t  

C e n t e r ,  c a l l e d  b y  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  

“ T h e  G r e e n  A k k a  o f  A m e r i c a . ”  

H e  s p e n t  h i s  l a s t  s u m m e r  t h e r e  

g i v i n g  s p i r i t u a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  

m a n y .  S u r e l y  h e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  

m i s s e d  i n  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  B a h a ’ i  

S u m m e r  C o l o n y  w h i c h  h e  s o  m a 

t e r i a l l y  h e l p e d  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g  e v e n  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  

l i f e .
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M r .  R a n d a l l ’ s  o u t s t a n d i n g  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c s  w e r e  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  s e n s e  

o f  j u s t i c e ,  h i s  u n d y i n g  g e n e r o s i t y ,  

a n d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  h i s  

l i f e ,  h i s  h u m i l i t y  a n d  s e v e r a n c e .  H e  

r e a c h e d  w h a t  s e e m e d  t o  u s  t h e  t r u e  

s t a t e  o f  “  r a d i a n t  a c q u i e s c e n c e . ”

I n  1 9 1 9  h e  m a d e  a  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  

H a i f a ,  P a l e s t i n e ,  t o  v i s i t  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a .  F r o m  h i s  o w n  n o t e s  o f  t h a t  

v i s i t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  q u o t e d :

“ T h e  M a s t e r  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  s e n t  

f o r  m e  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  S h o -  

g h i  E f f e n d i  a c c o m p a n i e d  m e  t o  h i s  

b e d r o o m .  A s  I  e n t e r e d ,  t h e  V o i c e  

o f  t h e  B e l o v e d  M a s t e r  m o s t  s w e e t l y  

c a l l e d  t o  m e ,  H  h a v e  a s k e d  y o u  t o  

c o m e  t o  m y  b e d r o o m .  Y o u  a r e  n o w  

i n  t h e  K i n g d o m — i n  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  

m y  h e a r t  a n d  i t  i s  e t e r n a l .  Y o u r  

h e a r t  i s  a  m a g n e t  t h a t  a t t r a c t s  t h e  

b o u n t i e s  o f  G o d .  Y o u r  p u r p o s e  i s  

p u r e .  I  a m  g r e a t l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  

y o u .  M a n y  I  l o v e ;  s o m e  I  h a v e  c o n 

f i d e n c e  i n ;  b u t  I  b o t h  l o v e  y o u  a n d  

h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  y o u ;  y o u  w i l l  

n e v e r  l e a v e  m e  e v e n  t h o u g h  y o u  

d e p a r t  f r o m  h e r e .  Y o u  m u s t  b e  a  

c a n d l e  a f l a m e ,  a n d  u n i t e  t h e  f r i e n d s  

i n  A m e r i c a .  Y o u  m u s t  l o v e  t h e m .  

Y o u  m u s t  b e  a  c e n t e r  o f  l o v e .  Y o u r  

h e a r t  i s  a  m a g n e t .  I  l o v e  y o u  v e r y  

m u c h ,  a n d  I  e x p e c t  m u c h  o f  y o u  .  . .  

M y  l o v e  i s  w i t h  y o u  a l w a y s .  Y o u  

m a y  a s k  a n y t h i n g  y o u  w i s h . ’  T h e n  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  c l o s e d  H i s  l u m i n o u s  

e y e s .

“ I  s a i d ,  ‘ M y  L o r d ,  I  w a n t  o n l y  

t h e  f l a m e  o f  y o u r  l o v e  e t e r n a l l y  i n  

m y  h e a r t  t o  m a k e  m e  s t e a d f a s t  a n d  

t o  s e r v e  T h y  C a u s e  a n d  t h e  f r i e n d s  

o f  G o d . ’  H i s  e y e s  o p e n e d  a n d  a g a i n  

H e  s p o k e ,  ‘ Y o u r  w i s h  i s  g r a n t e d .  

Y o u  a r e  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m — t h e  v e i l s  

l i k e  c l o u d s  s h u t  o u t  t h e  S h i n i n g -  

R e a l i t y ,  b u t  i t  i s  p r e s e n t .  C h r i s t  

o n c e  s a i d ,  ‘ I  s h a l l  n o t  e a t  a g a i n  o f  

t h e  g r a p e s  u n t i l  I  e a t  t h e m  i n  m y  

F a t h e r ’ s  k i n g d o m ! ’  I  h o p e  w e  s h a l l  

e a t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m  a s  w e  

a r e  e a t i n g  n o w .  T h o u  a r t  u n d e r  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  G o d . ”

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  M r .  

R a n d a l l  h a s  g i v e n  i n n u m e r a b l e  l e c 

t u r e s  i n  B o s t o n  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e ,  s p e a k i n g  f r o m  m a n y  d i f f e r 

e n t  p l a t f o r m s .  H i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  a d 

d r e s s  w a s  i n  t h e  T e m p l e  I s r a e l  i n  

D e c e m b e r  b e f o r e  a n  a u d i e n c e  o f  

t h r e e  h u n d r e d .  H e  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  

a s  a  v e r y  c o n v i n c i n g  s p e a k e r ,  n o t  

o n l y  a s  a  l e c t u r e r  o f  n o t e ,  b u t  v e r y  

o f t e n  p r e s i d e d  a s  c h a i r m a n  w i t h  

r a r e  t a c t  a n d  c h a r m .

T h e  g r e a t e s t  t r i b u t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c a b l e  f r o m  S h o g h i  

E f f e n d i ,  G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e ,  H a i f a ,  P a l e s t i n e ,  w h o  r e f e r 

r e d  t o  h i m  a s  “ t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

a n d  b e l o v e d  s e r v a n t  o f  B a h a ’ -  

u  ’ l l a h .  ’  ’  H e  n e e d s  n o  g r e a t e r  c r o w n  

f o r  t h i s  c o m m e n d a t i o n  i s  a l l - i n c l u 

s i v e .

R t j t h  W a l e s  R a u d a l l .
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W IL L IA M  H . R A N D A L L

H e  h a d  n o t  f a r  t o  g o .

W h e n  d e a t h  c a l l e d ,  i t  w a s  b u t  a  s t e p  

W h i c h  t o o k  h i m  t o  t h e  U n s e e n  R e a l m ,  h i s  h o m e .  

T h e r e  h e  h a d  l o n g  l i v e d ,  g l o w i n g  w i t h  i t s  b r i g h t n e s s ,  

W h i l e  w e ,  h i s  n e i g h b o r s ,  c h i e f l y  s a w  t h e  s h a d o w s  

W h i c h  u n s e e n  l i g h t s  c a s t  o n  o u r  e a r t h l y  p l a n e .

L i v i n g  a m o n g  u s ,  d e a r  t o  a l l  w h o  k n e w  h i m ,

H e  l i v e d  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  s p i r i t .

N o t h i n g  l e s s  h e l d  h i m .  H i s  s o u l  w a s  c e n t e r e d  a l w a y s  

O n  i n n e r  f o r m s  o f  b e a u t y ,  t h o u g h t s ,  i d e a l s —

A n d  t e n d e r n e s s  f o r  a l l  m e n  a n d  t h e i r  w o e s .

L o v i n g ,  a n d  l o v e d ,  a n d  w a l k i n g  w i t h  h i s  M a s t e r ;

H e  h a d  n o t  f a r  t o  g o  w h e n  h e  w a s  c a l l e d .

N o r  i s  h e  f a r  f r o m  u s ,  w h o  l o v e  a n d  n e e d  h i m .

H e  l e a d s  u s  s t i l l .  T h e  l i v i n g  t r u t h s  h e  t a u g h t  u s ,

H e  t e a c h e s  a l l  t h e  m o r e ,  n o w ,  w h e n  t h e  v e i l s  •

H a v e  l i f t e d ,  a n d  h e  s e e s  t h a t  l i g h t  u n d i m m e d —  

W h i c h  a l w a y s  h e  h a s  s e e n — a n d  e v e r  s h o w n  u s —

I n  h i s  s w e e t ,  n o b l e  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  g o l d e n  s p e e c h .

G o d  b l e s s e s  h i m ,  a n d  b l e s s e s  u s  t h r o u g h  h i m ,  

S i n c e  w e ,  t o o ,  h a v e  n o t  f a r  t o  g o — ■

B e c a u s e  h e  s h o w s  t h e  w a y  a n d  l e a d s  u s  o n .

C h a r l e s  F .  W e l l e r .
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H IP P O L Y T E  D R E Y F U S -B A R N E Y
T H E  P A S S I N G  O F  A  B A H A ’ I  S C H O L A E  A N D  L E C T H E E E

M E .  D E E Y F U S - B A E N E Y  f i r s t  

h e a r d  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  m e s s a g e  

i n  P a r i s ,  F r a n c e ,  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  

1 9 0 1 .  H e  w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n  a g n o s 

t i c  w h o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l i f e  a n d  c h a r 

a c t e r  a r e  a b o v e  d o g m a  a n d  c r e e d .  

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e l i e v e d  i n  

a n y  f o r c e  t r a n s c e n d i n g  n a t u r e ,  n o r  

h a d  h e  r e c e i v e d  i n t i m a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  S u p r e m e  

B e i n g ,  y e t  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  a d 

v e n t  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h i s  i n n e r  s u s 

c e p t i b i l i t i e s  b e c a m e  u n f o l d e d  a n d  

i n  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  s t u d y  o f  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  a n d  h i s  v i s i t  t o  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

i n  t h e  p r i s o n  o f  ’ A k k a ,  h e  a t t a i n e d  

a  s u p r e m e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i g n i 

f i c a n c e  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  

m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  t e a c h i n g s  i n  a n y  l a n g u a g e  

w e r e  s o  m e a g r e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

p r o o f  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r  l a y  i n  t h e  

d a u n t l e s s  f a i t h  a n d  c o u r a g e  o f  t h e  

e a r l y  f o l l o w e r s .  A s  w i t h  t h e  d i s 

c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t ,  s o  w a s  i t  w i t h  t h e s e  

e a r l y  b e l i e v e r s — b y  t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d  

a r d o r ,  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  a n d  e n t h u s 

i a s m ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  m a g n e t s  a t t r a c t 

i n g  o t h e r s  t o  t h e i r  r a n k s .

T h e n c e f o r t h  M r .  D r e y f u s - B a r n e y  

s e t  h i m s e l f  t h e  t a s k  o f  m a s t e r i n g  

t h e  P e r s i a n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  s t u d y i n g  

t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e s e  t e a c h 

i n g s ,  s o  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  n e e d s  

o f  t h e  a g e ,  i n t o  F r e n c h .

A s  a  p r o f o u n d  s c h o l a r ,  a  l o v e d  

a n d  t r u s t e d  f r i e n d  a m o n g  h i s  a s s o 

c i a t e s ,  a s  a  m a n  o f  d e e p  s y m p a t h i e s ,  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  s o u n d  

j u d g m e n t ,  h e  w a s  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  t o  

g r a s p  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  s u b l i m e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  b e c o m e  

t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  a d v o c a t e  a n d  e x p o 

n e n t  i n  F r a n c e .

A m o n g  h i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k s  

a r e :  L ’ O e u v r e  d e  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,

L ’ E p i t r e  a u  F i l s  d u  L o u p  b y  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  E s s a i  s n r  l e  B a h a i s m e .

H i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

s p r e a d  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  f a i t h  w e r e  b y  

n o  m e a n s  c o n f i n e d  t o  F r a n c e  f o r  

M r .  D r e y f u s - B a r n e y  v i s i t e d  m o s t  

o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a ,  C h i n a ,  

J a p a n ,  E g y p t ,  A l g i e r s ,  P e r s i a ,  t h e  

c r a d l e  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  f a i t h ,  a n d  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s ,  e v e r y w h e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  

i m p r e s s  o f  h i s  l o f t y  c h a r a c t e r ,  h i s  

b r e a d t h  o f  v i s i o n ,  h i s  m a t u r e  k n o w 

l e d g e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  B a h a  ’ u  ’ l l a h .

H i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a u s e  

a m o n g  a l l  p e o p l e s  e n h a n c e d  i t s  

h o n o r  a n d  p r e s t i g e ,  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  

f r i e n d s  h e  w a s  i n v a r i a b l y  a  u n i f y 

i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  w e l d i n g  t h e m  i n  t h o s e  

d e e p e r  b o n d s  o f  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e  

w h i c h  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

f a i t h .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t y p i c a l  i n c i d e n t s  i n  

h i s  l i f e  w i l l  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  

r e a d e r :

A t  a  m e e t i n g  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  

t h e  S o r b o n n e ,  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  i n 

s t i t u t e  o f  l e a r n i n g  i n  F r a n c e ,  d u r 

i n g  a  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c  d i s 

c u s s i o n ,  M r .  D r e y f u s - B a r n e y  w a s  

t h e  f i r s t  t o  e x p o u n d  i n  t h a t  c e n t e r  

o f  l e a r n i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  B a h a ’ u 

’ l l a h  o n  t h e  d u a l i t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e .

T h i s  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  d u a l i t y  o f  a l l  

p h e n o m e n a  i s  a  b a s i c  l a w  i n n a t e  i n  

c r e a t i o n .  B r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  i t  i s  t h a t  

a l l  p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  t w o  p o l e s  o r  

o p p o s i t e s  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  o n  t h e s e  a l -
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t e r n a t e  r u n g s  o f  t h e  l a d d e r  o f  h u 

m a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  m a n  c o n t a c t s  

w i t h  t h e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e .

D a r k n e s s  o f  i t s e l f  i s  n o n - e x i s t e n t  

b u t  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  l i g h t ;  e v i l  o f  

i t s e l f  i s  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  b u t  i s  t h e  a b 

s e n c e  o f  g o o d ;  c o l d  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  h e a t ;  h a t e  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  l o v e ; 

i g n o r a n c e  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  

a n d  d e a t h  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  l i f e .  T h e s e  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  

p o l e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  a n d  a r e  t h e  m e a n s  

w h e r e b y  m a n  m a y  e m e r g e  f r o m  o b 

s c u r e  g r o p i n g s  a f t e r  t r u t h  i n t o  t h e  

c l e a r  l i g h t  o f  “ i n d u b i t a b l e  k n o w 

l e d g e .  ’  ’

J u s t  a s  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h r o u g h  t h i s  

l a w  o f  c o n t r a s t s ,  m a n  d i s c e r n s  t h a t  

w h i c h  i s  h a r m f u l  t o  h i m  f r o m  t h a t  

w h i c h  i s  f o r  h i s  w e l l - b e i n g ,  s o  m o r 

a l l y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e 

v e a l e d  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s  

“ m a n  b e c o m e s  a b l e  t o  d i s c e r n  l i g h t  

f r o m  d a r k n e s s ,  t r u t h  f r o m  e r r o r ”  

a n d  t o  a s c e n d  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  c o n 

s c i o u s  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  i s  t h i s  p o w e r  

o f  c o n s c i o u s  c h o i c e  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  

f r e e - w i l l  o f  m a n ,  w h i c h  d i s t i n 

g u i s h e s  h i m  f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l  a n d  i s  

t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  e v o l u 

t i o n  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  o f  h i s  i m 

m o r t a l  s p i r i t u a l  e n t i t y .

A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t  o c 

c u r r e d  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  o n e  o f  h i s  

v i s i t s  t o  I n d i a ,  w h e n  h e  b r o u g h t  

w i t h  h i m  n e g a t i v e s  o f  g r o u p s  o f  

n a t i v e  B a h a ’ i s .  T a k i n g  t h e s e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  a n d  p r i n t e d ,  t h e  p h o t o 

g r a p h e r  i n f o r m e d  h i m  t h a t  t h e s e  

p i c t u r e s  w e r e  n o t  g e n u i n e  b u t  h a d  

i n  s o m e  w a y  b e e n  a r t i f i c i a l l y  p r o 

d u c e d .  M r .  D r e y f u s - B a r n e y  a s k e d  

h i m  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u c h  a  s t a t e 

m e n t ,  w h e r e u p o n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  

s a i d ,  “ T h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e s e  g r o u p s  

a r e  o f  s u c h  m i x e d  c a s t e  t h a t  t h e y  

c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h o u t  k i l l i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e 

f o r e ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  p i c t 

u r e s  a r e  n o t  g e n u i n e . ”

M r .  D r e y f u s - B a r n e y  e x p l a i n e d  

t h a t  t h e s e  g r o u p s  o f  n a t i v e s  w h o  

f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  u t m o s t  

e n m i t y  a n d  h a t r e d  w e r e  n o w  u n i t e d  

i n  t h e  b o n d s  o f  l o v e  a n d  b r o t h e r 

h o o d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h  a n d  H i s  t e a c h i n g s .

L i k e  m a n y  B a h a ’ i s  h e  c o m b i n e d  

a  r a r e  s w e e t n e s s  o f  n a t u r e  w i t h  

g r e a t  f i r m n e s s  a n d  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  

h i s  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  t r u e  

w o r t h  a n d  s t a t u s  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  

B a h a ’ i s  i s  a  s t a n d a r d  f o r  a l l .  H e  

s a i d  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  e v e r y  s o u l  

i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  G o d  a n d  t o  t h e  

C a u s e ,  n e v e r  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  

h i m .  T h u s  h e  s a i d  i f  a n y o n e  h u r t  

o r  w r o n g e d  h i m  h e  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  

t h i s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  j u d g m e n t ,  t h i s  

b e i n g  m e r e l y  a  t r a n s i e n t  p e r s o n a l  

m a t t e r ,  b u t  a l w a y s  c o n s i d e r e d  e a c h  

p e r s o n  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  G o d  a n d  

t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  C a u s e .

O n  t h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h  o f  M r .  D r e y 

f u s - B a r n e y  i n  P a r i s ,  a f t e r  a  l i n 

g e r i n g  i l l n e s s ,  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  t h e  

G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  

w r i t e s :

“ H i s  g i f t s  o f  u n f a i l i n g  s y m p a t h y  

a n d  p e n e t r a t i n g  i n s i g h t ,  h i s  w i d e  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  m a t u r e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

a l l  o f  w h i c h  h e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  

g l o r y  a n d  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  M e s 

s a g e  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  w i l l  b e  g r a t e 

f u l l y  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  f u t u r e  g e n e 

r a t i o n s  w h o ,  a s  t h e  d a y s  g o  b y ,  w i l l  

b e t t e r  e s t i m a t e  t h e  a b i d i n g  v a l u e  

o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  h e  s h o u l d e r 

e d  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  c o n s o l i 

d a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  f a i t h  i n  t h e  

W e s t e r n  w o r l d . ”

I n  t h e s e  b r i e f  a n d  f r a g m e n t a r y  

m e m o r i e s  o f  e a r l y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  

o n e  w h o  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  i n t e r n a t i 

o n a l l y  k n o w n  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e ,  I  p a y  m y  h u m b l e  t r i b u t e  t o  

a  g r e a t  s o u l  a n d  a  l i f e  l o n g  f r i e n d .

M a y  M a x w e l l
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A  R E M E D Y  F O R  “T H E  C O N F U S IO N  
O F  T O N G U E S ”

B e b t h a  H y d e  K i b k p a t b i c k

“The Confusion of Tongues,” by Charles W . Ferguson, Doubleday, Doran and 
Company, Inc., Garden City, New  York. A  brief review of one of the chapters of 
this book, namely, that devoted to “Baha’ism.” Mrs. K irkpatrick has admirably and 
with rare spiritual charm analyzed Mr. Ferguson’s so-called “descriptions.” She makes 
i t  clear that i t  is quite impossible to give an accurate picture unless one has vision and 
seeks and sees the tru th  w ith  an unbiased mind.

T  N  h i s  r e c e n t  b o o k ,  * ‘  T h e  C o n f u 

s i o n  o f  T o n g u e s ,  ” M r .  C h a r l e s  W .  

F e r g u s o n  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  s o m e  

c a r e  n i n e t e e n  s o - c a l l e d  c u l t s  o r  

“ i s m s ”  w h i c h  h e  f i n d s  f l o u r i s h i n g  

i n  A m e r i c a n  r e l i g i o n s  l i f e  t o d a y .  

T h e s e  n i n e t e e n ,  h e  d i s c o v e r s ,  a r e  

o n l y  a  s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  q u i t e  

u n b e l i e v a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

c u l t s  w h i c h  f i n d  s u c h  a  f e r t i l e  s o i l  

f o r  g r o w t h  i n  p r e s e n t  d a y  A m e r i c a .

T h e  a u t h o r  h a s  d o n e  s o m e  c a r e 

f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n d  s h o w s  a  d e 

s i r e  t o  b e  a c c u r a t e  i n  h i s  s t a t e 

m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  

t r e a t i n g  a  s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  

o w n  r e a c t i o n s  m a y  h a v e  a s  m u c h  t o  

d o  w i t h  l e a v i n g  a  c o r r e c t  i m p r e s 

s i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  t h e  a c c u r a t e  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a c t s .

M a t e r i a l  f o r  s u c h  a  b o o k  m u s t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  e v a l u 

a t e d  b e f o r e  b e i n g  u s e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

t h e  a u t h o r  p u r p o s e s  s i m p l y  t o  d e 

s c r i b e .  H i s  p u r p o s e ,  s a y s  M r .  F e r 

g u s o n  i n  h i s  p r e f a c e ,  i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  

a n d  n o t  t h e o l o g i c a l .  H e  a d d s ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  ‘  ‘  C l e a r l y  I  h a v e  b e e n  b e g u i l e d  

b y  t h e  o d d ,  b u t  n o t ,  I  h o p e ,  t o  t h e  

p o i n t  o f  i n a c c u r a c y . ”

H a s  n o t  M r .  F e r g u s o n ,  i n  s e l e c t 

i n g  h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  a s s u m e d  t o o  e a s i l y  

t h a t  a l l  s o - c a l l e d  c u l t s  o r  “ i s m s ”  

w h i c h  a r e  n o t  s t r i c t l y  o r t h o d o x  o r  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h a v e  

s o m e t h i n g  o d d  a n d  a m u s i n g  a b o u t  

t h e m ?

I n  t h i s  c h a o s  o f  m o d e r n  c u l t s ,  

t h i s  “ c o n f u s i o n  o f  t o n g u e s , ”  o n e  

d o e s  w e l l  t o  b e  g u a r d e d ,  e v e n  s k e p 

t i c a l ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  d e e p l y  b e f o r e  o n e  

p a s s e s  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t .  B u t  i s  t h e r e  

n o t  s o m e  w a y  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u e  f r o m  

t h e  f a l s e ,  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  f r o m  t h e  

e r r a t i c ,  t h e  t r u l y  s p i r i t u a l  f r o m  t h e  

s u p e r f i c i a l ?  I s  t h e r e  n o t  a n  a n t i d o t e  

f o r  t h e  “ c o n f u s i o n  o f  t o n g u e s ? ”

I s  t h e r e  n o t  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  a  

p u r e  r e l i g i o n ,  m a k i n g  f o r  t h e  t r u e  

p r o g r e s s  o f  h u m a n i t y ?  I s  i t  n o t  a  

p o s s i b l e  t h i n g  f o r  s u c h  a  r e l i g i o n  t o  

b e  b o r n  i n  m o d e r n  t i m e s ?  W h a t  

a r e  t h e  t e s t s  b y  w h i c h  w e  s h a l l  r e 

c o g n i z e  s u c h  a  r e l i g i o n ?  W e  c a n 

n o t  h e l p  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  

M r .  F e r g u s o n  h a s  i g n o r e d  s u c h  

q u e s t i o n s  o r  a n s w e r e d  t h e m  w i t h  

t o o  l i t t l e  i n s i g h t  t h a t  h e  h a s  i n 

c l u d e d  a  c h a p t e r  o n  “ B a h a i s m ”  i n  

h i s  b o o k ;  t h a t  i f  t h e  a u t h o r  h a d  

s e n s e d  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

M o v e m e n t ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  

a  c h a p t e r  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  d i d  n o t  

b e l o n g  i n  t h e  k i n d  o f  b o o k  h e  h a s  

c h o s e n  t o  w r i t e .

A l t h o u g h  M r .  U p t o n  S i n c l a i r  

g i v e s  o n l y  a  p a r a g r a p h  t o  t h e  

B a h a ’ i s  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  “ P r o f i t s  o f  R e 

l i g i o n , ”  a n d  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  s o m e 

w h a t  i n a c c u r a t e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t e r m s ,  

w e  t h i n k  h e  c o m e s  m u c h  c l o s e r  t o  

s e n s i n g  t h e  t r u e  B a h a ’ i  s p i r i t  t h a n  

d o e s  M r .  F e r g u s o n .

M r .  S i n c l a i r  s a y s :  “ I  w o u l d  n o t
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b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  a l l  

o u r  c u l t s  a r e  u n d i l u t e d  f a k e r y ,  f o r  

t h a t  w o u l d  b e  d o i n g  i n j u s t i c e  t o  

s o m e  e a r n e s t  p e o p l e .  T h e r e  a r e  i n  

t h i s  c o u n t r y  m a n y  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  

P e r s i a n  r e f o r m e r ,  A b b a s  E f f e n d i ,  

w h o  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  B a b i s t s  a n d  

w h o  h a v e  w h a t  I  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  

t h i n k  i s  t h e  p u r e s t  a n d  m o s t  d i g n i 

f i e d  r e l i g i o n  i n  e x i s t e n c e . ”

S l o w l y  i n d e e d  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  r i d i 

c u l e  a n d  o f  v i g o r o u s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e d  

o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  B a h a ’ i s  a r e  m a k i n g  

a  p l a c e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  w e s t 

e r n  w o r l d ,  a n d  m a n y  t h o u g h t f u l  

a n d  e a r n e s t  p e o p l e  i n  A m e r i c a  a r e  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  a s  d o e s  M r .  

S i n c l a i r ,  t h a t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e l i g i o n  i s  

b o t h  d i g n i f i e d  a n d  p u r e .

I n  c o n s i D E K i N G  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i 

t u d e s  t a k e n  t o w a r d  t h e  M o v e m e n t  

b y  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e ,  

w e  m u s t  n o t  o v e r l o o k  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  s c h o l a r l y  m e n  a n d  w o 

m e n  h a v e  g i v e n  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n  t o  t h e  M o v e m e n t .  C h a r l e s  

B a u d o u i n  i n  “  C o n t e m p o r a r y  

S t u d i e s , ”  s a y s :  “ W e  W e s t e r n e r s  

a r e  t o o  a p t  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e  

h u g e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  A s i a  i s  s l e e p i n g  

a s  s o u n d l y  a s  a  m u m m y .  .  .  .  a n d  

w e  b l u s h  w h e n  w e  r e a l i z e  o u r  

p r e v i o u s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t o w a r d s  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  A s i a  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  a  

g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t — a  m o v e 

m e n t  s i g n a l i z e d  f o r  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  

p u r i t y .  .  .  .  A b o v e  a l l  w e  a r e  i m 

p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n  o u r  o w n  

t i m e ,  s u c h  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  c a n  o c 

c u r ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  n e w  f a i t h  s h o u l d  

h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  f a r  

m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  t h a t  u n d e r g o n e  

i n  t h e  s a m e  s p a c e  o f  t i m e  n e a r l y  

t w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a g o  b y  b u d d i n g  

C h r i s t i a n i t y . . .  T h e  B a h â ’ i s t  e t h i c a l  

c o d e  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  l a w  o f

l o v e  t a u g h t  b y  J e s u s  a n d  b y  a l l  t h e  

P r o p h e t s .  I n  t h e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  

d e t a i l s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  l i f e ,  t h i s  l a w  

o f  l o v e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  m a n i f o l d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  T h a t  o f  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  o n e  o f  t h e  

m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o f  t h e s e ,  o n e  

o f  t h e  m o s t  e x a l t e d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  m o d e r n  m i n d .

“ B a h a ’ i s m ,  t h e n ,  i s  a n  e t h i c a l  

s y s t e m ,  a  s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y .  

B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  m i s t a k e  t o  r e g a r d  

B a h a ’ i s t  t e a c h i n g  a s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

a b s t r a c t  r u l e s  i m p o s e d  f r o m  w i t h 

o u t .  B a h a ’ i s m  i s  p e r m e a t e d  w i t h  

a  s a n e  a n d  n o b l e  m y s t i c i s m ;  n o t h i n g  

c o u l d  b e  m o r e  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  

i n n e r  l i f e ,  m o r e  b e n i g n l y  s p i r i t u a l ;  

n o t h i n g  c o u l d  s p e a k  m o r e  i n t i 

m a t e l y  t o  t h e  s o u l ,  i n  l o w  t o n e s  a n d  

a s  i f  f r o m  w i t h i n .  .  .  ”

I n  1 8 9 2  E a r l  C u r z o n  w r o t e  s p e a k 

i n g  o f  t h e  B a b i s ,  a s  h e  c a l l s  t h e m :  

“ O f  n o  s m a l l  a c c o u n t ,  t h e n ,  m u s t  

b e  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  a  c r e e d  t h a t  c a n  

a w a k e n  i n  i t s  f o l l o w e r s  s o  r a r e  a n d  

b e a u t i f u l  a  s p i r i t  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .  ’  ’

S u c h  p a s s a g e s  a s  t h e s e  r e v e a l  

t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  s y m p a 

t h e t i c  o b s e r v e r s  a m o n g  u n d e r s t a n d 

i n g  a n d  l e a r n e d  m e n  w h o  h a v e  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  e x a l t e d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

P o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e l i g i o n  

a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  

a n d  s p i r i t  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  

m e n .

W e  d o  n o t  w i s h  t o  b e  u n d u l y  

c r i t i c a l  o f  e i t h e r  M r .  F e r g u s o n ’ s  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o r  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  

h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  a c c u r a c y .  H e  d i s 

c o v e r s  s o m e  g o o d  t h i n g s  i n  

B a h a ’ i s m .  B u t  i t  s e e m s  f a i r  t o  s e t  

o u t  a  f e w  f a c t s  e i t h e r  o v e r l o o k e d  o r  

d i s r e g a r d e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  “ T h e  

C o n f u s i o n  o f  T o n g u e s , ”  a n d  t o  t r y  

t o  c o r r e c t  s o m e  i m p r e s s i o n s  h e  

l e a v e s ,  w h i c h  w e  b e l i e v e  g i v e  t h e  

g e n e r a l  r e a d e r  a n  i n c o r r e c t  u n d e r 
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s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t .

“ L i k e  a l l  c u l t s ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  c u l t , ”  

M r .  F e r g u s o n  s a y s .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h i s  w e  m a y  n o t e  t h a t  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  

1 9 2 4  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  

e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  a t  

W e m b l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  h e l d  i n  L o n d o n  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  R e l i g i o n s  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e .  A t  t h i s  c o n 

f e r e n c e  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e l i g i o n  t o o k  i t s  

p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e  e l e v e n  o r  t w e l v e  

o t h e r  l i v i n g  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

T w o  v i t a l  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  p a p e r s  

w e r e  r e a d  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e l i g i o n  a t  

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  

w o u l d  s e e m  t o  c l a s s i f y  i t  a s  a  r e l i 

g i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  c u l t .

I f  w e  w i s h  t o  p l a c e  e m p h a s i s  o n  

a  living  r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

n o t e  t h a t  H a r r y  C h a r l e s  L n k a c h  

s a y s  o f  i t ,  “ O f  a l l  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  

t h i s  j o u r n e y .  .  .  i t  ( B a h a ’ i s m )  i s  

t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h i c h  i s  a l i v e ,  w h i c h  

i s  a g g r e s s i v e ,  w h i c h  i s  e x t e n d i n g  i t s  

f r o n t i e r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s e c l u d i n g  i t s e l f  

w i t h i n  i t s  a n c i e n t  h a u n t s .  I t  i s  a  

t h i n g  w h i c h  m a y  r e v i v i f y  I s l a m ,  

a n d  m a k e  g r e a t  c h a n g e s  o n  t h e  f a c e  

o f  t h e  A s i a t i c  w o r l d . ”

I n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t r a c e  t h e  h i s 

t o r y  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  o n e  m u s t  

r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  M o v e m e n t  

s t a r t e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  r e l i g i o u s  

f a n a t a c i s m  w a s  s o  i n t e n s e  t h a t  

t h o s e  o p p o s i n g  t h e  C a u s e  d i d  n o t  

h e s i t a t e  t o  s p r e a d  a n d  c a u s e  t o  b e  

p r i n t e d  f a l s e  a n d  c a l u m n i o u s  r e 

p o r t s ,  a n d  e v e n  t o  f a l s i f y  m a n u 

s c r i p t s .  H e n c e  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  

s t o r i e s  w h i c h  M r .  F e r g u s o n  f i n d s  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y .

I n  A m e r i c a  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t  

w a s  f i r s t  p u b l i c l y  m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h e  

C o n g r e s s  o f  R e l i g i o n s  a t  C h i c a g o ,  

h e l d  i n  1 8 9 3  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

C o l u m b i a n  E x p o s i t i o n .  D r .  H e n r y
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H .  J e s s u p ,  a  C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n 

a r y  a n d  t e a c h e r  o f  B e i r u t , ,  S y r i a ,  

u s e d  t h e s e  w o r d s :  “ I n  t h e  P a l a c e  

o f  B a h j i ,  o r  D e l i g h t ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  

t h e  F o r t r e s s  o f  A k k a  o n  t h e  

S y r i a n  c o a s t ,  t h e r e  d i e d  a  f e w  

m o n t h s  s i n c e ,  a  f a m o u s  P e r s i a n  

s a g e ,  t h e  B a b i  S a i n t ,  n a m e d  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h — t h e  “ d o r y  o f  G o d ”  

— t h e  h e a d  o f  t h a t  v a s t  r e f o r m  p a r t  

o f  P e r s i a n  M o s l e m s ,  w h o  a c c e p t  

t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  a s  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G - o d  a n d  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  D e l i v e r e r  o f  

m e n ,  w h o  r e g a r d  a l l  n a t i o n s  a s  o n e ,  

a n d  a l l  m e n  a s  b r o t h e r s .  T h r e e  

y e a r s  a g o  h e  w a s  v i s i t e d  b y  a  C a m 

b r i d g e  s c h o l a r  a n d  g a v e  u t t e r a n c e  

t o  s e n t i m e n t s  s o  n o b l e ,  s o  C h r i s t -  

l i k e ,  t h a t  w e  r e p e a t  t h e m  a s  o u r  

c l o s i n g  w o r d s :  ‘ T h a t  a l l  n a t i o n s  

s h o u l d  b e c o m e  o n e  i n  f a i t h  a n d  a l l  

m e n  a s  b r o t h e r s ;  t h a t  t h e  b o n d s  

o f  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  

s o n s  o f  m e n  s h o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d ; 

t h a t  d i v e r s i t y  o f  r e l i g i o n s  s h o u l d  

c e a s e  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  r a c e  b e  

a n n u l l e d .  W h a t  h a r m  i s  t h e r e  i n  

t h i s ?  Y e t  s o  i t  s h a l l  b e .  T h e s e  

f r u i t l e s s  s t r i f e s ,  t h e s e  r u i n o u s  w a r s  

s h a l l  p a s s  a w a y ,  a n d  t h e  M o s t  G r e a t  

P e a c e  s h a l l  c o m e .  D o  n o t  y o u  i n  

E u r o p e  n e e d  t h i s  a l s o ?  L e t  n o t  a  

m a n  g l o r y  i n  t h i s ,  t h a t  h e  l o v e s  h i s  

c o u n t r y ;  l e t  h i m  r a t h e r  g l o r y  i n  

t h i s ,  t h a t  h e  l o v e s  h i s  k i n d . ”

I n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i v e s ,  

c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  w o r d s  o f  t h e  F o u n d 

e r s  a n d  E x p o u n d e r  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

M o v e m e n t ,  M r .  F e r g u s o n ’ s  p o i n t  

o f  v i e w  h a s  c a u s e d  h i m  t o  g i v e  n o t  

o n l y  a n  i n a d e q u a t e  b u t  m i s l e a d i n g  

p i c t u r e .  I n  t o u c h i n g  h e r e  a n d  

t h e r e  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  w o r d s  o f  a n y 

o n e  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g i v e  a n  

a l l - r o u n d  f a i r  i m p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  w h e r e  

o n e ’ s  o b j e c t  i s  t o  f i n d  a m u s i n g  m a 

t e r i a l  i n  l i v e s  t h a t  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y
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n o b l e  a n d  h e r o i c ,  t o  t r e a t  l i g h t l y  

l i v e s  a n d  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e  v i t a l ,  e a r n 

e s t  a n d  s e r i o n s ,  i t  i s ,  w e  t h i n k ,  i m 

p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  a  t r u e ,  a n  a c c u r a t e  

p i c t u r e .

T h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  

k n o w n  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c  f i g u r e s  a t  

f i r s t  h a n d ,  w h e t h e r  b e l i e v e r s  o r  n o n 

b e l i e v e r s ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n f l u e n c e d  

b y  f a n a t i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  p r e j u d i c e ,  

s h o w  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m e n  o f  r a r e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o w e r  a n d  s a i n t l y  c h a r 

a c t e r  c o m m a n d i n g  v e n e r a t i o n  a n d  

w i n n i n g  l o v e ,  o f t e n  e v e n  f r o m  

w o u l d - b e  e n e m i e s .  A s  t h e y  w e r e  

m a n y - s i d e d ,  s o  t h e i r  a p p e a l  w a s  

m a n y - s i d e d ,  a n d  w e  f i n d  t h e m  r e 

s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  

m i g h t y  a n d  l o v e d  b y  t h e  p o o r  a n d  

i g n o r a n t .

O f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  D r .  J .  E .  E s s e l 

m o n t  s a y s :  “ F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  o c c u p a t i o n  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  s o l d i e r s  a n d  G o v e r n 

m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  a l l  r a n k s ,  e v e n  t h e  

h i g h e s t ,  s o u g h t  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  d e l i g h t i n g  i n  H i s  

i l l u m i n a t i n g  t a l k s ,  H i s  b r e a d t h  o f  

v i e w  a n d  d e p t h  o f  i n s i g h t ,  H i s  d i g 

n i f i e d  c o u r t e s y  a n d  g e n i a l  h o s p i t a l 

i t y . ”  S u c h  r e s p e c t  p a i d  t o  H i m  

d u r i n g  H i s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  h o m a g e  

s h o w n  H i m  a t  H i s  d e a t h  b y  b e l i e v 

e r s  a n d  n o n - b e l i e v e r s  a l i k e  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  H e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  r a r e  e n d o w 

m e n t  a n d  s a i n t l y  c h a r a c t e r .

N e i t h e r  t h e  B a b ,  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  n o r  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  w e r e  o r d i n a r y  m e n ,  

s e e k i n g  s e l f - a g g r a n d i z e m e n t  b y  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  o f  a  c u l t .  T h e  B a b  m e t  a  

m a r t y r ’ s  d e a t h  w i l l i n g l y ,  j o y f u l l y .  

O f  H i m  P r o f e s s o r  B o s s  o f  H n i v e r -  

s i t y  C o l l e g e ,  L o n d o n  s a y s ,  “ H i s  

w o n d e r f u l  l i f e  n e e d s  n o  c o m m e n t .  

I f  e v e r  a  l i f e  s p o k e  f o r  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  

t h e  B a b ’ s  w i t h  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y ,  i n 

t e g r i t y  a n d  u n s w e r v i n g  d e v o t i o n  t o  

t h e  T r u t h  t h a t  w a s  b o r n  i n  H i m . ”

P r o f e s s o r  T .  K .  C h e y n e ,  O x f o r d  

p r o f e s s o r  a n d  w o r l d - f a m o u s  B i b l e  

s t u d e n t  s a i d  o f  H i m :  “ H i s  c o m b i 

n a t i o n  o f  m i l d n e s s  a n d  p o w e r  i s  s o  

r a r e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  p l a c e  H i m  i n  

a  l i n e  w i t h  s u p e r - n o r m a l  m e n . ”  

A n d  t h e s e  a r e  b u t  t w o  o f  m a n y  s u c h  

t e s t i m o n i e s  a s  t o  t h e  p u r i t y  a n d  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  B a b ’ s  l i f e .

O f  t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  m a j e s t y  a n d  

k i n g l i n e s s ,  o f  t h e  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  

s e l f l e s s n e s s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  t h e r e  i s  

a b u n d a n t  t e s t i m o n y ,  w h i l e  f r i e n d s  

a n d  e n e m i e s  a l i k e  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o  

H i s  k n o w l e d g e ,  w i s d o m  a n d  p o w e r .  

H i s  w r i t i n g s  s h o w  f o r t h  t r u t h ,  j u s 

t i c e ,  a  y e a r n i n g  l o v e ,  m e r c y .  H i s  

e n t i r e  l i f e  w a s  o n e  o f  c o m p l e t e  s e l f 

a b n e g a t i o n .  H e  s a c r i f i c e d  w o r l d l y  

p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  c o m f o r t s ,  a n d  e n 

d u r e d  u n t o l d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  h a r d 

s h i p .  W h a t  w a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h i s  

s u p e r h u m a n  s t r e n g t h ,  p o w e r  a n d  

c o u r a g e !

H i s  m e s s a g e  i s  a  c a l l  f o r  w o r l d  

p e a c e  b a s e d  o n  a  p l e a  f o r  w o r l d  

b r o t h e r h o o d ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  n e c 

e s s i t y  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  

f r e e i n g  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  r a c i a l ,  r e l i 

g i o u s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p r e j u d i c e s ,  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e c o n o m i c  j u s t i c e  

a s  a u x i l i a r y  t o  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

t h e  d r e a m  o f  p r o p h e t s ,  p o e t s  a n d  

i d e a l i s t s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .

B u t  i t  i s  n o t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  c a l l  

t o  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  t h a t  s u c h  p e o p l e  

a s  M r .  F e r g u s o n  o b j e c t  t o .  M r .  

F e r g u s o n  p u t s  h i s  f i n g e r  o n  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  w h e n  h e  s a y s ,  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e i r  s t a n d  f o r  p e a c e :  

“ W h a t  t h e y  ( t h e  B a h a ’ i s )  h a v e  

d o n e  i s  n o t  s o  a b s u r d  a s  t h e  r e a s o n  

t h e y  g i v e  f o r  d o i n g  i t . ”  T h e  o b 

j e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s  

g i v e n  t h i s  m e s s a g e ,  s o  s o r e l y  

n e e d e d  b y  a n d  s o  w e l l  f i t t e d  t o  t h e
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m o d e r n  w o r l d ,  a s  one inspired by 
God,  o n e  w h o  f u l f i l l s  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  

o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  o n e  w h o  h a s  

c o m e  t o  u n i t e  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .

W h e t h e r  t h i s  b e l i e f  i s  t r u e  o r  

f a l s e  i s  a  c l a i m  w h i c h  c a n  b e  s e t 

t l e d  n e i t h e r  b y  a r g u m e n t  n o r  b y  

r i d i c u l e .  E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  

q u e s t i o n  a n d  s e a r c h  a n d  d e c i d e  f o r  

h i m s e l f .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o  a r e  

n o t  s a t i s f i e d  t o  d i s m i s s  t h i s  q u e s 

t i o n  l i g h t l y .

T h e b e  a b e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  a l l  s h a d e s  

a n d  d e g r e e s  o f  b e l i e f  a s  t o  j u s t  

w h a t  i s  m e a n t  b y  a  M e s s e n g e r  o f  

G o d  a n d  s p e c i a l  r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  a s  

t o  h o w  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  w o r k s  t o  

b r i n g  a b o u t  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d .  T h e  

B a h a ’ i s  f e e l  o n l y  r e s p e c t  f o r  a l l  

w h o  a r e  s i n c e r e l y  s e e k i n g  t o  c o 

o p e r a t e  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  b e t 

t e r  w o r l d ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u 

l a r  b e l i e f .

B u t  d o e s  n o t  t h e  w o r l d  n e e d  D i 

v i n e  G u i d a n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  

a b o u t  t h i s  b e t t e r  w o r l d  t h a t  w e  a l l  

l o n g  f o r ?  D e v o t e d  f o l l o w e r s  o f  

C h r i s t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  C h r i s t  

s p i r i t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r l d  

p r o b l e m s  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e m .  I n  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  H i s  t e a c h i n g  w e  

f i n d  t h i s  C h r i s t  s p i r i t  w i t h  f r e s h  

a n d  r e c r e a t i n g  p o w e r .  M a n y  b o t h  

i g n o r a n t  a n d  l e a r n e d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h e  C h r i s t  m u s t  c o m e  a g a i n .

I n  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  i s  t h e  C h r i s t  s p i r i t  

c o m e  a g a i n .  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s  g i v e n  

a  m e s s a g e  l o f t y  a n d  e n n o b l i n g ,  p e 

c u l i a r l y  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  

b r o u g h t  l i g h t  a n d  l i f e  t o  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  s o u l s .  I t  i s  u n i t i n g  J e w ,  M u h a m 

m a d a n  a n d  C h r i s t i a n .  I s  i t  f i t t i n g  

t o  t r e a t  s l i g h t i n g l y  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  

o r  s p e a k  l i g h t l y  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e ?  

I s  n o t  L i g h t  g o o d  i n  w h a t s o e v e r  

l a m p  i t  i s  b u r n i n g ?

R e c o g n i z i n g  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  p o w e r  

a n d  s a i n t h o o d ,  P r o f e s s o r  T .  K .  

C h e y n e  s a y s ,  “ I f  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  

a n y  P r o p h e t  i n  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  i t  i s  

t o  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  t h a t  w e  m u s t  g o .  

C h a r a c t e r  i s  t h e  f i n a l  j u d g e .  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  w a s  a  m a n  o f  t h e  h i g h 

e s t  c l a s s — t h a t  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s . ”

O f  t h e  i l l u m i n e d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  

p e n e t r a t i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  B a b  a n d  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  D r .  E s s e l m o n t  f i n d s  

b u t  o n e  e x p l a n a t i o n :

“The more we study the lives and teach
ings of the Bab and Baha’u’llah and the 
progress of the movement they founded, 
the more impossible does it seem to find 
any explanation of their greatness, except 
the one put forward by themselves, namely, 
Divine Inspiration. They were reared in 
an atmosphere of fantacism and bigotry. 
They had only the most elementary edu
cation. They had no contact with western 
culture; no political or financial power to 
back them. The great ones of earth ignored 
or opposed them. They were shut up in 
prison and their books burned. They had 
no help but that of God, yet already their 
triumph is manifest and magnificent.”

B r i e f l y  t b e n  t h e s e  i n s p i r e d  B a b a ’ i  

P r o p h e t s  b r i n g  t h i s  m e s s a g e  a s  a  

r e m e d y  f o r  “ T h e  C o n f u s i o n  o f  

T o n g u e s ” —

T h a t  w e  a r e  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  d a w n  

o f  a  N e w  A g e  o f  U n i v e r s a l  P e a c e .

T h a t  n o t h i n g  b u t  s i n c e r e  l o v e  a n d  

a l t r u i s m  a m o n g  n a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i 

v i d u a l s  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  A g e  

o f  P e a c e .  “ S c i e n c e  c a n n o t  c r e a t e  

a m i t y  i n  h u m a n  h e a r t s .  N e i t h e r  

c a n  p a t r i o t i s m  o r  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  

e f f e c t  a  r e m e d y .  I t  m u s t  b e  a c 

c o m p l i s h e d  s o l e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i 

v i n e  B o u n t i e s  a n d  S p i r i t u a l  B e 

s t o w a l s  w h i c h  h a v e  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  

G o d  i n  t h i s  D a y  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e . ”

I f  w e  h a v e  h e a r i n g  e a r s  w e  m a y  

h e a r  t h e  m u s i c  f r o m  t h i s  d a w n i n g  

A g e  o f  P e a c e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  d i s 

c o r d  o f  “ T h e  C o n f u s i o n  o f  

T o n g u e s . ”
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T H E  O N E N E S S  O F  M A N K I N D

T h i s  m a g a z i n e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t l  

f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  i n  H a w a i i ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  m a r k e d  p r o g r e s s  a l o r  

t h o s e  l i n e s  w h i c h  m a k e  f o r  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  r a c e s .  A n  i n t e  

e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  i n  “ T h e  L i b r a r y  J o u r n a l , ”  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  o n  “ S c h o o l  L i b r a  

m s  m  H a w a i i , ”  b y  C h a r l o t t a  H o s k i n s ,  C h i l d r e n ’ s  L i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e  M a u i  C o u n i  

F r e e  L i b r a r y ,  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  “ T h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c o m e  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  a r e  o f  m a n y  n ;  

t i o n a l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  “ o u r  m o s t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p a t r o n s . ”  T h e r e  b e i n g  r . 

s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o r  a n y  p l a c e  e l s e  i n  H a w a i i ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g r o w  u p  t< 

g e t h e r  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  r a c e  b a r r i e r s ,  a n d  w i t h  a  o n e n e s s  o f  s p i r i t  q u i i  
. i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  N e w  A g e .

.  T i i e  ^ d r e n  w h o  p o s e d  f o r  t h e  a b o v e  p i c t u r e  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  “ t h e  d r a v  

m g  t o g e t h e r  o f  a l l  r a c e s , ”  i s  w o r k i n g  o u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  a s  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  oneness c 
mankind  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  t e a c h i n g  i n  T h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e ,  i s  a p p l i e d .  . H e r e  i 

s h o w n  a  h a p p y  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  a t t r a c t i v e  g r o u p  c o m p o s e d  o f  a n  A m e r i c a n ,  P o r t  

K i c a n ,  E n g l i s h ,  J a p a n e s e ,  S p a n i s h ,  H a w a i i a n ,  C h i n e s e  a n d  K o r e a n .
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“ I  a m  n o t  i m p a t i e n t  o f  c a l a m i t i e s ,  i n  G o d ’ s  w a y ,  n o r  o f  

a f f l i c t i o n s  f o r  H i s  l o v e  a n d  a t  H i s  g o o d  p l e a s u r e .  G o d  h a t h  
m a d e  a f f l i c t i o n  a s  a  m o r n i n g  s h o w e r  t o  H i s  g r e e n  p a s t u r e  a n d  a s  
a  w i c k  f o r  H i s  l a m p  w h e r e b y  e a r t h  a n d  h e a v e n  a r e  i l l u m i n e d . ”

— Baha’u ’llah.

T h e  L i e e  o p  M a n  c a n  b e  s u b 

s u m e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  g r e a t  l a w s :  t h e  

l a w  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  t h e  l a w  o f  

g r o w t h ,  a n d  t h e  l a w  o f  s e r v i c e .

S u c c e s s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  m a x 

i m u m  o f  g a i n f u l  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  i s  t h e  

g o a l  a n d  s t r i v i n g  o f  m o s t  h u m a n  

b e i n g s  w h o  h a v e  e n o u g h  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  a t  a l l  r i s e  a b o v e  t h e  

s t r e n g t h - a b s o r b i n g  t a s k s  o f  m e r e  

e x i s t e n c e .

T h i s  a m b i t i o n ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g  

t h o u g h  i t  b e ,  i s  n o t  b l a m e w o r t h y .  

A n d  i t  i s  t h e  m o t i v e - p o w e r  o f  m o s t  

p r o g r e s s ,  b o t h  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

a n d  f o r  h u m a n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  

d e s t i n y .

E x e r t i o n  o f  a l l  o n e ’ s  p o w e r s  i n  

o n e ’ s  c h o s e n  f o r m  o f  l i v e l i h o o d  i s  

c o m m e n d e d  b y  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  i n  t h e s e  

w o r d s :  “ T h e  b e s t  o f  m e n  a r e  t h e y  

t h a t  e a r n  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  b y  a  p r o 

f e s s i o n  a n d  e x p e n d  o n  t h e m s e l v e s  

a n d  o n  t h e i r  k i n d r e d ,  f o r  t h e  l o v e  

o f  G o d ,  t h e  L o r d  o f  a l l  w o r l d s . ”

A n d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  u r g e s  a l l  t o  

s e e k  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  r e a c h  t h e  h i g h 

e s t  p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s  c o m m e n s u r a t e  

w i t h  a b i l i t y .

T h i s  l a w  o f  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a d v a n c e 

m e n t ,  o f  u t m o s t  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  e f 

f o r t  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l  i n  a l l  n a t u r e  a s  t h e  e s 

s e n t i a l  f o r c e  b a c k  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  

T h u s  i t  i s  c o s m i c  i n  i t s  n a t u r e — a n d  

r i s e s  a b o v e  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  e x p l o i t a 

t i o n .  F o r  b y  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  l a w  o f  

s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  h e  b e n e f i t s  h i m s e l f ,  

c o n f e r s  b e n e f i t s  a l s o  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  

n a t u r e .

A s  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  m a k e s  e f f o r t  

t o w a r d  s u c c e s s ,  h e  i s  n o w  a n d  t h e n  

s u r p r i s e d  a t  f i n d i n g  u n a v o i d a b l e  

o b s t a c l e s  t h r o w n  a c r o s s  h i s  p a t h .  

L i f e ’ s  s m o o t h  p r o g r e s s  h a l t s  a t  

t i m e s  b e f o r e  b a r r i e r s  n o t  o f  m a n ’ s  

u p r a i s i n g .

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f a i l u r e  o r  c a t 

a s t r o p h e  i s  c o m m o n  t o  a l l .  A p p a r 

e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  u n i v e r s a l  l a w  a t  

w o r k  h e r e  w h i c h  t e n d s  a t  s t a t e d  p e 

r i o d s  t o  o b s t r u c t  o r  c o u n t e r m a n d  

t h e  l a w  o f  p r o g r e s s  b y  c o n s c i o u s  

a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  e f f o r t .

T h i s  s e c o n d  l a w — m i g h t i e r  e v e n  

t h a n  t h e  l a w  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  

e f f o r t — m a y  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  law of 
growth.  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p 

m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l  o f  m a n  a l o n g  l i n e s  

h a r m o n i o u s  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  a n  

o r d e r e d  w h o l e .

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e
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o f  D e s t i n y ,  i n  p l a c i n g  t r i a l s  a n d  

t e s t s  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  e f f o r t  a n d  p r o 

g r e s s ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t o  

g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  b u t  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  c o n v i c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t r u t h  i n  t h e  u n i 

v e r s e — n a m e l y ,  t h a t  “ G o d  a l o n e  i s  

t h e  O n e  P o w e r  t h a t  a n i m a t e s  a n d  

d o m i n a t e s  a l l  t h i n g s . ”

F o r  i f  m a n ,  r e l y i n g  u p o n  h i s  o w n  

p o w e r s  a n d  e f f o r t s ,  c o u l d  a d v a n c e  

c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  a c c e l e r a t e d l y ,  a n d  

w i t h o u t  f a i l u r e  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  t o  i n 

d i v i d u a l  s u c c e s s ,  h e  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  

d e e m  h i m s e l f ,  l i k e  L u c i f e r ,  a s  a n  i n 

d e p e n d e n t  c o s m i c  e n e r g y .

N o  m a t t e r  h o w  s p l e n d i d  t h e  c h a r 

a c t e r  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

t r i a l s ,  t e s t s ,  f a i l u r e s  m u s t  f a l l  

a c r o s s  h i s  p a t h  i f  h e  i s  t o  r e m a i n  

t r u l y  h u m b l e ,  t r u l y  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  

a u g u s t  t r u t h  o f  “ G o d  a l o n e  a s  

P o w e r . ”

T h u s  f a i l u r e  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c 

t o r  i n  t h e  l a w  o f  g r o w t h — a n  i n 

s e p a r a b l e  c o n c o m i t a n t  o f  p r o g r e s s  

— u n t i l  m a n  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  p u r g e d  o f  

e g o .

T h e  L o r d  c h a s t i z e t h  w h o m  H e  

l o v e t h .  O f t e n  t h e  t r i a l s  c o m e  t h i c k 

e s t  u p o n  t h e  n o b l e s t  c h a r a c t e r s ,  

t h o s e  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  s t r i v i n g  t o  

p e r f e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  —  w h i l e  m o r e  

s e l f i s h ,  m o r e  i g n o b l e  p e o p l e  a r e  

g r a n t e d  b y  D e s t i n y  a  m o r e  e v e n  

t e n o r  o f  l i f e .

T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  e a s i l y  u n d e r 

s t a n d a b l e  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a l 

r e a d y  s t a t e d .  W h e n  o u r  t i m e  c o m e s  

t o  g r o w  i n t o  t h e  p l a n e  o f  t h e  u n i 

v e r s a l ,  w e  m u s t  a c c e p t  w i t h  t h e  

g r o w t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  g r o w i n g  

p a i n s .  T h e  t r i a l s  a r e  t o  p r o m o t e  

g r o w t h .  T h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  

m a n  r e a c h e s  t h e  p e r f e c t  s t a t u r e  o f  

h i s  h i g h e r  s e l f .  T h e y  a r e  p u r e

b e n e f i c e n c e  a n d  k i n d n e s s  o n  t h e  p a r t  

o f  G - o d .  A n d  t h e i r  f r u i t  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  

m o r e  v a l u a b l e  t o  m a n  t h a n  t h e  m e r e  

o u t e r  f r u i t s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  s u c 

c e s s — f o r  o n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  g r o w t h  

i s  a n  e t e r n a l  p a r t  o f  m a n ,  a n  i n 

f i n i t e  a n d  i n s e p a r a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  s o u l .

A  T h i r d  L a w  g u i d e s  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  

o f  m a n — c o n t i n u i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  

l a w  o f  g r o w t h  b e g a n  a n d  r a i s i n g  

m a n  t o  t h e  p l a n e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p e r 

f e c t i o n .

T h i s  i s  t h e  law of service, w h i c h  

a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  a n d  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  

o f  G - o d  e x e m p l i f y  i n  T h e i r  l i v e s .

W h y  i s  i t ,  o n e  m a y  a s k ,  t h a t  t h e s e  

g r e a t  S o u l s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  d i r e c t l y  t h e  

A l l - P o w e r  o f  G o d ,  s h o u l d  s u f f e r  

s u c h  v i c i s s i t u d e s  a n d  b e  l e d  l i k e  

s h e e p  t o  t h e  s l a u g h t e r .  W h y  d o  

t h e y  n o t  m o u n t ,  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  t h e  

p a t h  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  s u c c e s s  

d e s e r v e d l y  e a r n e d  b y  T h e i r  g r e a t  

c o n s e c r a t i o n  a n d  s e r v i c e  t o  m a n 

k i n d ?

T h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  M a n i f e s t a 

t i o n s  o f  G o d  i s  v o l u n t a r y — ( s i n c e  

T h e y  a r e  a b o v e  t h e  p l a n e  o f  t h e  

p h e n o m e n a l ) — a n d  i s  a s s u m e d  b y  

T h e m  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h u m a n i t y  m a y  

l e a r n  a  p u r e  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  i s  

t o t a l l y  s e v e r e d  f r o m  s e l f .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e s e  s t r i k i n g  e x 

a m p l e s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  f r o m  

t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

G o d ,  m a n  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  g a i n  a  

r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  w h a t  s e r v i c e  i s .  I n 

e v i t a b l y  h e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  h i s  s e r v i c e  

t o  e n t a i l  t a n g i b l e  r e w a r d s  t o  h i m 

s e l f .

B u t  w h e n  w e  s e e  h o w  t h e  

T e a c h e r s  o f  M a n k i n d  s t o o p  t o  t h e  

v e r y  d u s t  o f  m a r t y r d o m  i n  o r d e r  t o  

s h o w  w h a t  i t  i s  t o  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  

t h o u g h t  o f  r e w a r d ,  w e  c a n  b u t  b e
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a s h a m e d  s h o u l d  w e  s t r i v e  t o  r e n d e r  

l e s s  a  q u a l i t y  o f  c o n s e c r a t i o n  t o  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l  n e e d s .

T h i s  m o n t h  i s  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  

t h e  B a h ,  W h o s e  g l o r i o u s  l i f e  i s  d e 

s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  

W h a t  g r e a t e r  l e s s o n  c a n  w e  l e a r n  

f r o m  t h e  u t t e r  c o n s e c r a t i o n ,  t h e  

s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e  f i n a l  m a r t y r d o m  

o f  t h a t  r e s p l e n d a n t  Y o u t h ,  t h a n  t h e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  s e r v i c e  

m e a n s ?

S i m i l a r l y  d i d  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  g i v e  u p  a l l  t h a t  h a p 

p i n e s s  o r d i n a r i l y  d e m a n d s  o f  l i f e ,  

a n d  w i t h i n  p r i s o n  w a l l s  d e m o n 

s t r a t e d  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  s e r v i c e .  “  B e 

h o l d  a  c a n d l e ,  h o w  i t  g i v e s  i t s  l i g h t ! 

I t  w e e p s  i t s  l i f e  a w a y  d r o p  b y  d r o p  

i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  f o r t h  i t s  f l a m e  o f  

l i g h t .  ’  ’

T h e  L i v e s  o p  t h e  g r e a t  M a n i f e s 

t a t i o n s  c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e  t h e  o r 

d i n a r y  p r o g r e s s  o f  m a n  a s  b a s e d  

u p o n  t h e  l a w  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t .  F o r  

w h i l e  m a n ,  h a v i n g  l i t t l e ,  s t r i v e s  

c o n s t a n t l y  t o  g e t  m o r e ,  t h e  M a n i 

f e s t a t i o n s ,  o f t e n  ( a s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h )

h a v i n g  a l l  t h a t  w o r l d l y  p o s i t i o n  a n d  

w e a l t h  c a n  a f f o r d ,  r e j e c t  t h e  w o r l d  

a n d  s a c r i f i c e  a l l  t h a t  T h e y  h a v e  f o r  

t h e  l o v e  o f  m a n k i n d ,  e n d i n g  i n  

p o v e r t y ,  h a r d s h i p ,  m a r t y r d o m  

T h e i r  l i v e s  o f  a  P o w e r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

b l e s s e s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  m e n .

W h e n  t h e  L a w  o f  s e r v i c e  i s  f u l 

f i l l e d — w h e n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f u l l y  

c o n s e c r a t e s  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  D i v i n e  

P u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  a d 

v a n c e m e n t  o f  h i s  f e l l o w - m e n ,  t h e n  

h a s  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  s u p r e m e  s t a t i o n  

o f  m a n ,  w h i c h  a s  C h r i s t  h a s  s a i d  i s  

l i t t l e  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  a n g e l s .

T h e  l a w  o f  s e r v i c e  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  

a n d  m o s t  p e r f e c t  l a w  b y  w h i c h  t o  

g u i d e  e f f o r t .  O n l y  t h o s e ,  i t  i s  

e v i d e n t ,  w h o  w o r k  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  

l a w  c a n  b e  s a f e l y  g r a n t e d  u n i n t e r 

r u p t e d  a c h i e v e m e n t .

F o r  t h e i r  w a y  i s  t h e  w a y  o f  p e r 

f e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  

b e i n g  u t t e r l y  f r e e  o f  s e l f ,  m e r g e  

i n t o  t h e  c o s m i c  h a r m o n y  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h a t  g r e a t  o n w a r d  u n i v e r s a l  m o v e 

m e n t  s p o n s o r e d ,  m o t o r e d ,  a n d  g u i d 

e d  b y  H i m  W h o  a l o n e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

e x i s t s .

“ Be thou resolute and steadfast. When the tree is firmly rooted 
it  will bear fruit, therefore it  is not permitted to be agitated by any 
test. Be thou not disheartened! Be thou not discouraged! The trials 
of God are many, but if  man remains firm and steadfast, the test itself  
is a stepping-stone for  the progress of humanity.” — ’A bdu’l-Baha.
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W H E N C E  C O M E S T H E  L IG H T

L o u lie  A .  M a t h e w s

This is the first of a series of articles by Mrs. M athews on the lives of the Bab, 
Baha’u’lldh and Abdu’l-Bahd, followed by an exposition of the essential principles and 
plan of administration of The Baha’i Movement. The present installm ent is especially 
appreciated this month as the declaration by the Bab of H is spiritual mission on May 
23, 18UU, is commemorated by Baha’is the world over.

FOREWORD
The lives of the Bab, Baha’u’llah and ’Abdu’l-Baha are briefly outlined 

in this series in order to convey an understanding of how the student may 
approach the Baha’i Cause with some realization of the noble grandeur of 
its Founders.

The Baha’i writings pour light upon every phase of life. Through them 
we are made aware of the scientific and spiritual meanings of evolution and 
our responsibility toward the kingdoms beneath us. Through them problems 
pertaining to the present day are solved; the laws underlying prayer and 
healing, clarified; the mysteries of the after life brought nearer.

Truth is revealed by each Prophet in accordance with the development of 
the people of the age. Today, Baha’u’llah again answers the question ever 
present in the heart of man: Whence Comes the Light?

P R O P H E T S  o f  G o d  a p p e a r  f r o m  

t h e  d a r k e s t  r e g i o n s  o f  e a r t h ,  

a m i d  p e o p l e s  s w a y e d  b y  i g n o r a n c e  

a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  a l o n e  o f  

a l l  m e n  c r e a t e  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t  

a n d  a r e  n o t  m o u l d e d  b y  i t .  M o s e s  

r o s e  f r o m  s e r f d o m ,  J e s u s  f r o m  a  

d e s p i s e d  v i l l a g e  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  w h i l e  

t h e  d e s e r t  o f  A r a b i a  b o r e  M u h a m 

m a d .  T o d a y  f r o m  o u t  t h e  s u b m e r g 

e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  P e r s i a  c o m e s  t h e  

P r o p h e t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

D i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  t h r e e f o l d .  A  

H e r a l d  b e a r s  a l o f t  t h e  f l a m i n g  a n 

n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  D a y  o f  a  

P r o p h e t  i s  a t  h a n d  a n d  c a l l s  u p o n  

t h e  p e o p l e  t o  m a k e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  

W o r d  o f  t h e  L o r d .  A  P r o p h e t  f o l 

l o w s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d y n a m i c  p o w e r ,  

W h o s e  u t t e r a n c e s  r e c r e a t e  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n .  T h e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  s e a l e d  b y  a n  

I n t e r p r e t e r  W h o  m a k e s  p r a c t i c a l  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t .

T h e  F o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  e r a  

w a s  t h e  B a b ;  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  t h e  P r o p 

h e t ;  a n d  A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  t h e  I n t e r p r e 

t e r .  W i t h  d o c t r i n e s  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  

o f  t h e  t i m e s  T h e y  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a 

t i o n  o f  a  n e w  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h o u g h  

m o s t  o f  T h e i r  d a y s  w e r e  p a s s e d  i n  

p r i s o n .

T h e  d a t e  1 8 4 4  h a d  b e e n  d e c i p h e r 

e d  b y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  

t h e  a p p o i n t e d  t i m e  f o r  t h e  r e a p 

p e a r a n c e  o f  C h r i s t ,  w h i l s t  t h e  

p r o p h e c i e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  I m a m s  

f o r e t o l d  t h a t  t h e  d a y s  o f  e m p t i n e s s  

w e r e  d r a w i n g  t o  a  c l o s e .  I n t o  t h i s  

e x p e c t a n t  w o r l d  s t e p p e d  A l i  M u 

h a m m a d ,  c a l l e d  t h e  B a b .  B a b ,  m e a n 

i n g  g a t e  o r  d o o r ,  w a s  a  t i t l e  c o n 

f e r r e d  b y  M u h a m m a d  u p o n  H i s  

s o n - i n - l a w  A l i ,  t h e  f i r s t  I m a m .  

W h e n  t h e  B a b  d e c l a r e d  H i m s e l f  H e  

c r i e d :  “ T h e  d o o r  i s  o p e n .  I  a m  t h e  

d o o r . ”  T h r o u g h  t h a t  O p e n  D o o r  

c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  b e g a n  t o  f l o w  u p o n  

m a n k i n d ,  a t  f i r s t  i m p e r c e p t i b l y ,  y e t  

q u i c k e n i n g  w i t h  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  

d a w n .  S e n s i t i v e  m i n d s  a w a k e d .  T h e  

l e t h a r g y  o f  p r e j u d i c e  a n d  t r a d i t i o n  

s h a k e n  o f f ,  m e n  w e r e  n o  l o n g e r  s a t 
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i s f i e d  t o  l i v e  u n d e r  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s .

T h e  D i v i n e  S p r i n g t i m e  h a d  b l o s 

s o m e d ,  a n d  s t e p  b y  s t e p  t h e  B a b  

a d v a n c e d  t o  m e e t  H i s  h i g h  d e s t i n y .

S a y y i d  A l i  M u h a m m a d ,  t h e  B a b ,  

w a s  b o r n  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 1 9 .  T h e  c i t y  

o f  S h i r a z  w a s  H i s  c r a d l e .  B e f o r e  

m e m o r y  d a w n e d  H i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  

a n d  H i s  t r a i n i n g  w a s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  

a  m a t e r n a l  u n c l e ,  H a j i  S e y d ,  n o t e d  

f o r  s a n c t i t y  a n d  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  

b e a u t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r .  H a j i  g u i d e d  

t h e  i n f a n t  f e e t  o f  t h e  B a b ,  e m b r a c 

e d  H i s  C a u s e  a n d  f o r  i t  s u f f e r e d  

m a r t y r d o m .

A s  t h e  P e r s i a n  y o u t h  g r e w  t o  

m a n h o o d ,  b e a u t y  a n d  v i r t u e  r i v a l 

l e d  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  H i s  p e r s o n .  E v e n  

t h e  m o s t  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  e n e m y  c o n 

c e d e d  H i s  b l a m e l e s s  l i f e  a n d  q u a i l 

e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  r a d i a n t  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  

t h a t  m a j e s t i c  b e a r i n g .

T h e  m o m e n t o u s  y e a r  o f  p r o p h e c y  

d r e w  n i g h .  O n  M a y  t w e n t y - t h i r d ,  

1 8 4 4 ,  t h e  B a b  m a d e  t h e  a n n o u n c e 

m e n t  t h a t  i n  H i m  p r o p h e c y  w a s  f u l 

f i l l e d ,  t h a t  G o d  h a d  s e n t  H i m  t o  

p r e p a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  

o f  a  G r e a t  P r o p h e t .  I n  p r o o f  o f  H i s  

s t a t i o n  t h e  B a b  r e a d  f r o m  H i s  o w n  

b o o k ,  t h e  B e y a n ,  l e a r n e d  a n d  

m i g h t y  s a y i n g s  b o t h  i n  P e r s i a n  a n d  

A r a b i c .  T h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  h o l y  m e n  

t o  w h o m  H e  s p o k e ,  a w a r e  o f  t h e  

y o u t h ’ s  m e a g e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  w e r e  

o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  

e l o q u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  f l a m i n g  w o r d s  

a n d  t h e  h u m i l i t y  o f  H i s  b e a r i n g .  A n  

i n d e f i n a b l e  c h a r m ,  a n  u t t e r  s i m p l i 

c i t y  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  H i s  p e r s o n a l 

i t y .  H i s  l i s t e n e r s  c o n v i n c e d  f r o m  

t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h a t  H e  

w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  G a t e  t h a t  o p e n e d  

u p o n  t h e  N e w  D a y  a c c e p t e d  H i m  

a n d  w i t h  o n e  a c c o r d  s c a t t e r e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  P e r s i a ,  s p r e a d i n g  t h e

g l a d - t i d i n g s  o f  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

t h e  P r o m i s e d  O n e  u p o n  t h e  d a t e  

f o r e t o l d .

T h e s e  h a p p e n i n g s  n o i s e d  a b r o a d  

r e a c h e d  t h e  e a r s  o f  t h e  S h a h  w h o ,  

s t r a i g h t w a y ,  d e l e g a t e d  S e y y i d  Y a h -  

y a ,  a  m a n  v e n e r a t e d  a m o n g  t h e  p e o 

p l e ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  m a t t e r .  J o u r 

n e y i n g  t o  S h i r a z  o n  h o r s e b a c k  h e  

i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e  B a b  t h r e e  t i m e s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  t h i r d  c o n f e r e n c e ,  S e y y i d  

r e q u e s t e d  a  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  a  c e r 

t a i n  v e r s e  o f  t h e  Q u r ’ a n .  T h i s  h e  d i d  

a s  a  t e s t  o f  t h e  B a b ’ s  p o w e r  t o  f u l 

f i l l  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  p r o p h e c y  t h a t  

t h e  T w e l f t h  I m a m  w o u l d  b e  e n 

d o w e d  w i t h  a  g i f t  o f  c o m p o s i n g  

t r e a t i s e s  i r r e f u t a b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  l a w  

a n d  w o u l d  w r i t e  w i t h  a  r a p i d i t y  n o  

e y e  c o u l d  f o l l o w .  T h e  B a b ,  i n  r e 

s p o n s e  t o  Y a h y a ’ s  r e q u e s t ,  t o o k  a  

p e n  a n d  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  o r  r e 

f l e c t i o n  w r o t e  a  t r e a t i s e  s o  m a r v e l 

o u s  t h a t  t h e  S e y y i d  w a s  e n t h r a l l e d .  

W i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t  

t o  h i m s e l f ,  h e  a n n o u n c e d  t o  t h e  

S h a h  a n d  t h e  d i v i n e s  t h a t  t h e  P r o m 

i s e d  O n e  h a d  a p p e a r e d .

A m i d  t h e  o u t c r y  a n d  c l a m o r  t h a t  

f o l l o w e d ,  M u l l a  M u h a m m a d  A l i ,  t h e  

m o s t  l e a r n e d  a m o n g  t h e  d i v i n e s ,  a c 

q u a i n t e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  w r i t i n g s  

o f  t h e  B a b  a n d  f o r t h w i t h  g a t h e r e d  

i n t o  a  h e a p  h i s  o w n  b o o k s  a n d  t r e a t 

i s e s .  S e t t i n g  t h e m  a b l a z e ,  h e  c r i e d :  

“ T h e  s e a s o n  o f  S p r i n g  a n d  w i n e  

h a s  a r r i v e d — s e a r c h  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  

a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  k n o w l e d g e  i s  u n p a r 

d o n a b l e .  ’  ’

U p o n  h e a r i n g  o f  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i 

n a r y  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  S h a h  s e n t  a  

r o y a l  c o m m a n d  s u m m o n i n g  M u l l a  

M u h a m m a d  A l i  i n t o  h i s  p r e s e n c e .  

T h i s  m e e t i n g  e f f e c t e d  n o t h i n g  e x 

c e p t  t o  i n f l a m e  t h e  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  

M u h a m m a d a n  l e a d e r s  w h o ,  f i n d i n g  

t h a t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  B a h  c o n -
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t i n n e d  t o  s p r e a d  a n d  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

a n d  t o r t u r e  w e r e  u n a v a i l i n g ,  a d 

v i s e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  F a r s  t h u s :  

“ I f  t h o u  d e s i r e s t  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  

t h i s  f i r e ,  o r  s e e k e t h  a  f i r m  s t o p p e r  

f o r  t h i s  r e n t  a n d  d i s r u p t i o n ,  a n  i m 

m e d i a t e  c u r e  a n d  d e c i s i v e  r e m e d y  

i s  t o  k i l l  t h e  B a b . ”

G r e a t l y  c o n c e r n e d  f o r  t h e  p e a c e  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e  r u l e r  o r d e r e d  

t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e  B a b  l o d g e d  t o  

b e  s u r r o u n d e d  a n d  a t  m i d n i g h t  t h e  

B a b  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r .  I t  w a s  s u m m e r .  

T h e  h e a t  w a s  i n t o l e r a b l e  a n d  t h e  

p l a g u e  r a g e d  s o  f i e r c e l y  t h a t  t h e  s o l 

d i e r s  f l e d  t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  T h e  

G o v e r n o r ,  d i s h e a r t e n e d ,  h a d  t o  c o n 

t e n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  s e n d i n g  A l i  M u 

h a m m a d  b e y o n d  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

T r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  F a r s  t o  I s f a h a n  

t h e  B a b  l o d g e d  i n  t h e  m a n s i o n  o f  

I m a m  J u n a .  T h e  r u l e r  o f  I s f a h a n ,  

h e a r i n g  f r o m  a l l  s i d e s  o f  t h e  y o u t h ’ s  

b r i l l i a n t  e x p o s i t i o n s ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

v i s i t  H i m .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w  t o o k  p l a c e .  

T h e  B a b ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  p u r e  

h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a n ,  w r o t e  a  s h i n i n g  

t a b l e t  e x p l a i n i n g  H i s  o w n  s t a t i o n  

a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  w h o  s h o u l d  

f o l l o w .  F i r e d  w i t h  z e a l ,  t h e  G o v e r 

n o r  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  d o c t o r s  o f  t h e  

l a w  t o  a s s e m b l e ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  b e 

f o r e  i n d u b i t a b l e  p r o o f  t h e y  w o u l d  

r e c o g n i z e  t h e  P r o m i s e d  O n e ,  b u t  

t h e  M u l l a h s ,  s e n s i n g  t h e  d e f l a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  o w n  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  t h e i r  

i n e v i t a b l e  d e f e a t ,  d e c l i n e d .  S o  g r e a t  

b e c a m e  t h e  t u m u l t  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  

t h e  r o y a l  d i s c i p l e  t r e m b l e d  f o r  t h e  

f a t e  o f  t h e  B a b .  U n w i l l i n g  t o  s e p 

a r a t e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h i s  g l o r i o u s  

c o u n t e n a n c e ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o r d e r e d  

H i m  p u b l i c l y  e s c o r t e d  t o  M a r c h e  

K h u r ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h i r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  

b e y o n d  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e n ,  u n d e r  c o v e r  

o f  d a r k n e s s ,  b r o u g h t  b a c k  a n d  h i d 

d e n  i n  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  k n o w n

a s  t h e  R o y a l  P a l a c e  o f  t h e  S u n .  

H e r e  t h e  r u l e r  s p e n t  f o u r  m o n t h s  

a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  B a b  a b s o r b e d  i n  

H i s  s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t ,  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  

d i e d .

G u r g i n  K h a n ,  a  n e p h e w  w h o  s u c 

c e e d e d  t o  t h e  t i t l e ,  k n e w  o f  t h e  

B a b ’ s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  d i v u l g e d  t h e  s e 

c r e t  t o  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  A l 

t h o u g h  d e c i d e d l y  a n x i o u s  t o  b e  r i d  

o f  t h i s  d i s t u r b e r  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  t h e  

d i p l o m a t  w a s  w i l y  a n d  d i d  n o t h i n g  

i n  a  h u r r y .  H e  m a t u r e d  a  p l a n .  

S e n d i n g  f o r  A l i  M u h a m m a d ,  h e  

p r e t e n d e d  t o  d o  H i m  h o n o r  a n d  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  H e  g o  t o  t h e  c a p i 

t a l ,  T i h r a n ,  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  r o y a l  g u a r d .  T h i s  w a s  o n l y  a  

r u s e .  W h e n  t h e  p a r t y  r e a c h e d  a n  

a b a n d o n e d  s t a t i o n  o n  t h e  o l d  I s f a 

h a n  r o a d ,  a  n e w  o r d e r  b a d e  t h e m  

h a l t  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  K a l i n .  H e r e  

t h e  B a b  m a d e  a  d i g n i f i e d  a p p e a l  t o  

t h e  S h a h  f o r  a n  a u d i e n c e ,  b u t  t h e  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  c o u n s e l l e d  a g a i n s t  

i t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  w h e r e v e r  t h e  B a b  

w e n t  t u r m o i l  f o l l o w e d  a n d  t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  b e  m o r e  c o n d u c i v e  t o  p e a c e  

t o  s h u t  H i m  u p  a n d  s e n d  f o r  H i m  

a t  a  m o r e  o p p o r t u n e  m o m e n t .  A t  

f i r s t  t h e  S h a h  d e m u r r e d ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  

w i t h  h i s  o w n  h a n d  w r o t e  m a n y  p o 

l i t e  g r e e t i n g s ,  t h e n :  “ S i n c e  t h e  

r o y a l  t r a i n  i s  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  d e 

p a r t u r e  f r o m  T i h r a n  t o  m e e t  i n  a  

b e f i t t i n g  m a n n e r  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  D o  

y o u  g o  t o  M a k u  a n d  t h e r e  a b i d e  a n d  

r e s t  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  e n g a g e d  i n  p r a y 

i n g  f o r  o u r  v i c t o r i o u s  s t a t e  . . . ”  

T o  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e  B a b  m a d e  n o  

c o m m e n t .

T h e  P r o m i s e d  O n e  o b e d i e n t l y  s e t  

o u t  f o r  t h e  f a s t n e s s e s  o f  M a k u  u n 

d e r  a  l a r g e  e s c o r t  c o m m a n d e d  b y  

M u h a m m a d  B e g .  E r e  l o n g  t h i s  m a n  

b e c a m e  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  B a b  b u t  k e p t  i t  s e c r e t ,  a s  d i d
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e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  g u a r d ,  u n t i l  

c a m p i n g  a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  c a r a v a n 

s a r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  s t a r s  t h e y  r e v e a l e d  

t h e i r  f a i t h  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r  a s  t h e y  

p r e s s e d  a b o u t  H i m ,  u n w i l l i n g  t o  

l o s e  a  p r e c i o u s  m o m e n t  i n  H i s  p r e s 

e n c e  e v e n  f o r  s l e e p .  A s  t h e  p a r t y  

p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y - s i d e  

p e a s a n t s  l e f t  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  s t o o d  

w i t h  b a r e d  h e a d s  a w e d  b y  t h e  p r o x 

i m i t y  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  a n d  l o o k i n g  h a c k  

t h e y  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  

f o r e h e a d s  t o  H i s  f o o t p r i n t s  i n  t h e  

d u s t .

M u h a m m a d  B e g  w a s  r e l i e v e d  o f  

c o m m a n d  a t  T a b r i z  a n d  g r i e v e d  s o  

i m m o d e r a t e l y  a t  p a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  

D i v i n e  H e r a l d  t h a t  h e  f e l l  i l l .  C h e r 
i s h i n g  b u t  o n e  t h o u g h t ,  t o  b e  n e a r  

t h e  B a b ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  f e v e r  a b a t e d  

h e  t r a v e l l e d  t o  M a k u .  N o r  w a s  t h i s  

s o l d i e r  t h e  o n l y  p i l g r i m .  F r o m  

e v e r y  p a r t  o f  P e r s i a  t h r o n g e d  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  p o u r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a r r o w  

g a t e w a y s  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  d o t t i n g  

t h e  r u g g e d  h i l l s  a n d  p l a i n s  w i t h  

t h e i r  t e n t s .  T h e  g a o l e r ,  A l i  K n a z ,  

w a s  p e r e m p t o r i l y  t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  

s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  g o  o n ,  b u t  

h e  w a s  a s  a  s t r a w  b e f o r e  t h e  w i n d ,  

p o w e r l e s s .

C o n f i n e m e n t  i n  t h e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  

c a s t l e  o f  M a k u  h a d  d o n e  n o t h i n g  t o  

q u i e t  t h e  p o p u l a c e ,  b u t  h a d  f u r t h e r  

f o m e n t e d  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  I t  w a s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  r e s o l v e d  t o  b a n i s h  t h e  

B a b  t o  t h e  g r i m  p r i s o n  o f  C h i h r i q .

I n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e  

c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  n e w  g a o l e r ,  Y a h y a  

K h a n ,  t h e  K u r d ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  

t h a t  h e  h a d  a  d r e a m  a p p r i s i n g  h i m  

t h a t  a  g r e a t  k i n g  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g .  

W h e t h e r  t h i s  b e  t r u e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  

t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  

B a b  a f f e c t e d  h i m ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  

h o l y  p r i s o n e r  i n t o  h i s  o w n  h o u s e  a s  

a n  h o n o r e d  g u e s t ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  b e

s e a t e d  i n  H i s  p r e s e n c e .  H e r e ,  a s  i n  

t h e  f o r t r e s s  o f  M a k u ,  t h e  B a b ’ s  i n 

f l u e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m o u n t .

T h e  B a b  i n s t r u c t e d  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  

i n  m a n y  p a r t i c u l a r s  c o n c e r n i n g  

cH i m  w h o m  G - o d  s h a l l  m a n i f e s t . ’  H e  

t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  

t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  H i s  o w n  m i s 

s i o n  t h e  P r o p h e t  w o u l d  d e c l a r e  

H i m s e l f .

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  e m i n e n t  d i v i n e s  o f  

T a b r i z  g r e w  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  r e s t 

l e s s  a s  t h e  C a u s e  o f  G o d  s p r e a d .  

F r o m  m o s q u e  a n d  c h a p e l ,  i n  p u l p i t  

a n d  p u b l i c  s q u a r e ,  t h e y  a r g u e d  a n d  

m a d e  c o m p l a i n t :  “ W h a t  f a l s e  a s 

s e r t i o n s  a r e  t h e s e ?  T h i s  i s  a  t h i n g  

t o  b r e a k  t h e  b a c k !  0  p e o p l e  e x t i n 

g u i s h  t h i s  f i r e  a n d  f o r g e t  t h e s e  

w o r d s !  A l a s !  W o e  t o  o u r  f a i t h !  

W o e  t o  o u r  l a w ! ”

W i t h  o n e  a c c l a i m  t h e  l e a r n e d  d o c 

t o r s  f r o m  e v e r y  d i s t r i c t  o f  P e r s i a  

d e m a n d e d  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h i s  f i r e 

b r a n d ,  a n d  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  

f e a r i n g  f o r  h i s  o w n  f a v o r  a m o n g  

t h e  c l e r g y ,  b e c a m e  t h e i r  a c c o m p l i c e  

a n d  h a d  t h e  B a b  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  a  

t r i b u n a l  i n  T a b r i z .  T r a d i t i o n  t e l l s  

u s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l y  h e l d  b e h i n d  

c l o s e d  d o o r s  t h e  B a b  h a d  n o t  a  s i n 

g l e  f r i e n d .  M u h a m m a d a n  c h r o n i c l e s  

d e s c r i b e  H i m  a s  c a l m  a n d  u n m o v e d  

i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  f r e n z i e d  c o n c l a v e .  

T h e  t r i a l  w a s  a n  e m p t y  m o c k e r y .  

N o t h i n g  p r o v e d ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  

s c o u r g e  H i m .  H e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  s e 

r i o u s  o b s t a c l e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f — t h e  

s o l d i e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  i n f l i c t  p u n i s h 

m e n t .  T h e  o r d e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  i s s u e d ,  

n o t  t o  e n f o r c e  i t  m a d e  a u t h o r i t y  

r i d i c u l o u s  a n d  t o  s a v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

a  n o b l e ,  A l i  A s g h e r ,  a p p l i e d  t h e  

r o d s  w i t h  h i s  o w n  h a n d .  I t  w a s  a  

d i s c o n r a g i n g  e x p o s i t i o n .  T h e y  

t h r u s t  t h e  G l o r i o u s  O n e  b a c k  i n t o  

p r i s o n .
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T h i s  e p i s o d e  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  t h e  B a b ’ s  i n 

f l u e n c e  h a d  s p r e a d  b e y o n d  c o n t r o l .  

H e  s a w  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f e a r e d  

t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  w i t h  h i s  o w n  e y e  h a d  

w i t n e s s e d  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  

t o  l i f t  t h e i r  h a n d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  B a b .  

H e  t h e r e f o r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p u t  H i m  

t o  d e a t h  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a 

t i o n .  I n f o r m e d  t h a t  a  r e g i m e n t  o f  

A r m e n i a n  s o l d i e r s ,  u n d e r  a  C h r i s 

t i a n  c o m m a n d e r ,  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  

U r u m i y y a ,  h e  i s s u e d  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  

r e a d i n g  t h u s :  “  O b t a i n  a  f o r m a l  a n d  

e x p l i c i t  s e n t e n c e  f r o m  t h e  l e a r n e d  

d o c t o r s  o f  T a b r i z  w h o  a r e  f i r m  s u p 

p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  J a f f a  a n d  

t h e  i m p r e g n a b l e  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t h e  

f a i t h .  S u m m o n  t h e  A r m e n i a n  r e g i 

m e n t  o f  U r u m i y y a ;  s u s p e n d  t h e  

B a b  b e f o r e  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  g i v e  

o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  r e g i m e n t  t o  f i r e  a  

v o l l e y .  ’  ’

T h e  B a b ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  

H i s  m i s s i o n  w a s  a t  h a n d ,  p l a c e d  

H i s  t a b l e t s  a n d  t h e  p e n  t h a t  h a d  

w r i t t e n  s o  m a n y  m a r v e l l o u s  w o r d s  

i n  a  s m a l l  c h e s t ,  d e s t i n e d  f o r  a  c e r 

t a i n  d i s c i p l e .  W h e n  t h i s  t r e a s u r e ,  

h a v i n g  p a s s e d  a l m o s t  i n s u r m o u n t 

a b l e  b a r r i e r s ,  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  M u l l a  A b d u l  K a r u n  f o r  

w h o m  i t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  h e  s t a t e d :  “ I  

a m  c o m m a n d e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h i s  t r u s t  

t o  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  M o r e  t h a n  t h i s  a s k  

m e  n o t . ”  I m p o r t u n e d  b y  h i s  c o m 

p a n i o n s ,  h e  d r e w  f o r t h  a n  e p i s t l e  o n  

a z u r e  p a p e r  w r i t t e n  w i t h  t h e  u t 

m o s t  d e l i c a c y  a n d  f i r m n e s s ;  a t  a  l i t 

t l e  d i s t a n c e  t h e  w r i t i n g  a s s u m e d  t h e  

f o r m  o f  a  m a n ,  w h i c h  w h e n  e x 

a m i n e d  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  

a n d  s i x t y  d e r i v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r d  

B a h a .

A s  t h e  d a y  o f  H i s  r e l e a s e  d r e w  

n i g h  t h e  B a b  s p o k e  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  

c e r t a i n t y :  “ I  a m  a  l e t t e r  o u t  o f  t h a t

m o s t  m i g h t y  b o o k  .  .  .  a n d  w h e n  

H e  s h a l l  a p p e a r  M y  t r u e  n a t u r e ,  

M y  m y s t e r i e s ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n o w  u n 

a n s w e r a b l e  w i l l  b e c o m e  e v i d e n t .  

T h e  e m b r y o  o f  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  s h a l l  

d e v e l o p  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a d e s  o f  b e i n g  

a n d  a s c e n t ,  a t t a i n  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  

‘ t h e  m o s t  c o m e l y  o f  f o r m s ’  a n d  b e 

c o m e  a d o r n e d  w i t h  t h e  r o b e  o f  

‘ b l e s s e d  b e  G o d ’  .  .  .  T h e n  t h o u  

s h a l t  s e e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  w h i c h  t h o u  

t h i n k e s t  s o  s o l i d  p a s s  a w a y  l i k e  t h e  

m e l t i n g  o f  t h e  c l o u d s . ”

A f t e r  s e n t e n c e  o f  d e a t h ,  H e  w h o  

w a s  a t h i r s t  f o r  t h e  d r a u g h t  o f  m a r 

t y r d o m  w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  T a b r i z  

f o r  t h r e e  d a y s .  W i t h  H i m  w e r e  

t h e  b r o t h e r s  A k a  H a s a n  a n d  A k a  

H u s e y n  a n d  M u h a m m a d  A l i .  T h e  

B a b ,  t o  t e s t  t h e  o b e d i e n c e  o f  H i s  

c o m p a n i o n s ,  a r g u e d  w i t h  t h e m  t h u s : 

“ W o u l d  i t  n o t  b e  p r e f e r a b l e  t h a t  

o n e  o f  y o u  s t r a n g l e  M e  t h a n  t h a t  I  

s h o u l d  d i e  b y  t h e  b u l l e t s  o f  t h e  

e n e m y ? ”  T h e  b r o t h e r s  p r o t e s t e d ,  

b u t ,  a f t e r  a  p r o l o n g e d  s i l e n c e ,  M u 

h a m m a d  A l i  s a i d :  “ I f  t h a t  i s  y o u r  

w i l l ,  I  w i l l  d o  i t . ”  T h e  B a b  m a d e  

a n s w e r :  “ F o r  t h i n e  o b e d i e n c e  t h o u  

s h a l t  d i e  w i t h  M e ,  t h y  h e a d  u p o n  

m y  b r e a s t .  A n d  t h i s  d a y  s h a l t  

t h o u  b e  w i t h  m e  i n  p a r a d i s e .  ’  ’  T h e  

R a d i a n t  O n e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  b r o t h e r s  

t e l l i n g  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  l i v e  f o r  

t h e  C a u s e  o f  G o d  a n d  m u s t  d e n y  

H i m .  H e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  

t a b l e t s ,  p r e c i o u s  g e m s  o f  k n o w l 

e d g e ,  H i s  l e g a c y ,  a d m o n i s h i n g  t h e m  

t o  g u a r d  a b o v e  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  t h e  

p r i c e l e s s  t r e a s u r e  w r i t t e n  t o  ‘ H i m  

w h o m  G o d  s h o u l d  m a n i f e s t . ’  ”

A t  d a y b r e a k  c a m e  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  

i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  l i t t l e  b a n d .  O b e d 

i e n t  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  B a b  t h e  t w o  

f a i t h f u l  a m a n u e n s e s ,  t u r n i n g  a s i d e  

t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  s e e  t h e  f a c e  o f  

t h e i r  b e l o v e d  M a s t e r ,  r e n o u n c e d
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H i m .  C o n c e a l i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  t a b l e t s ,  

t h e y  b o r e  t h e m  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  

j o u r n e y  a n d  i n  t h e  f i e r c e  p e r s e c u 

t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e y  t o o  a t t a i n 

e d  m a r t y r d o m .

A s  t h e  r i s i n g  s u n  s t r e a k e d  t h e  

s k y  w i t h  f i r e ,  t h e  L i g h t  o f  P e r s i a  

a n d  t h e  b e l o v e d  d i s c i p l e  m o u n t e d  

t h e  s c a f f o l d .  A  t h o u s a n d  e y e s  

g a z e d  u p o n  t h e  m a r t y r s ,  s a w  t h e  

A r m e n i a n  s o l d i e r s  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  

c o l u m n s ,  f i r e  a n d  r e t r e a t .  T h e  

h e a v y  s m o k e  r o l l e d  u p w a r d  r e v e a l 

i n g  t h e  s c e n e  a n d — b e h o l d  t h e  B a b  

a n d  H i s  c o m p a n i o n  u n h a r m e d !

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  

S a m  K h a n ,  u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  a  m i r a c l e  h a d  s t a y e d  t h e  e x e c u 

t i o n ,  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  u n n e r v e d  a n d

w i t h d r e w  h i s  s o l d i e r s ,  d e c l i n i n g  t o  

h a v e  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  d o  w i t h  

t h e  m a t t e r .

C o n s t e r n a t i o n  a n d  f e a r  t o o k  p o s 

s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a c e .  T h e  a u 

t h o r i t i e s ,  g r e a t l y  a l a r m e d ,  h u r r i e d  

a n o t h e r  r e g i m e n t  t o  t h e  s q u a r e .  

A k a  J a n  B e g  o r d e r e d  t h e  B a b  t o  b e  

a g a i n  s u s p e n d e d ,  w i t h  A l i  M u h a m 

m a d  a  l i t t l e  b e l o w  H i m  i n  s u c h  w i s e  

t h a t  H i s  h e a d  r e s t e d  u p o n  t h e  

b r e a s t  o f  t h e  B e l o v e d  O n e .  T h e  

B a b  m o v e d  H i s  l i p s  i n  a c q u i e s c e n c e  

a n d  t h e y  f e l l ,  r i d d l e d  w i t h  b u l l e t s .

T h u s  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t h i r y - o n e  t h i s  

B a d i a n t  B e i n g ,  s h i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  

b e a u t y  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m ,  g a v e  u p  

H i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  C a u s e  o f  H o d .

The Baha’is believe that the incarnation of the W ord of God, 
meaning the changing of the nature of Divinity into humanity 
and the transformation of the Infinite into the finite, can 
never be. But they believe that the Bab and Baha’u ’llah are 
Manifestations of a Universal Order in the world of human
ity. I t  is clear that the eternal can never be transient, neither 
the transient Eternal. Transformation of nature is impossi
ble. Perfect Man, the Manifestation, is like a clear mirror 
in which the Sun of Reality  is apparent and evident, reflected 
in its endless bounties.” — ■’A bdu ’l-Baha.
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H A I F A — A N D  T H E  B A H A ’ I S

D b . J o h n  H a y n e s  H o l m e s

Dr. Holmes, famous as pastor fo r many years of The Community Church in  New  
York, made an extensive trip  to Palestine the past w inter fo r the purpose of investi
gation and research, and there has appeared in  the magazine “U nity,” of A pril 8, 1929, 
published by the Community Church, a series of articles by Dr. Holmes under the title 
“Item s from  a Traveler’s Note-Book.” The episode of his visits to H aifa, described w ith  
such deeply spiritual understanding and appreciation, is reprinted below.

B Y  e i g h t  o ’ c l o c k  w e  w e r e  s p e e d 

i n g  d o w n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  h i g h 

w a y  t o  o u r  n e x t  s t o p ,  H a i f a .  T h i s  

c i t y  i s  t h e  p o r t  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  n o w  

a  d a n g e r o u s l y  o p e n  r o a d s t e a d  

w h e r e  s h i p s  c a n  l a n d  o n l y  i n  s m a l l  

b o a t s  a n d  i n  g o o d  w e a t h e r ,  b u t  s o o n  

t o  b e  m a d e  b y  e x t e n s i v e  b u i l d i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  f i n e s t  h a r b o r  o n  t h i s  

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c o a s t .  I  w a s  c o m i n g  

h e r e  t o  e x a m i n e  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  a n d  

t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  f l e e t s  o f  s h i p s  w h i c h  

w o u l d  b e  f l o a t i n g  i n  y e a r s  t o  c o m e  

u p o n  t h e s e  w a t e r s .  I  w a n t e d  a l s o  

t o  s e e  t h e  T e c h n i c u m ,  t h e  f a m o u s  

i n s t i t u t e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p r e p a r 

a t o r y  s c h o o l ,  f o u n d e d  y e a r s  a g o  b y  

t h e  G t e r m a n s  a n d  n o w  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t s .  B u t  m o s t  I  w a n t e d  

t o  s e e  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  t h e  h e a d  o f  

t h e  w o r l d - w i d e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t ,  

S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  a n d  m a k e  m y  p i l 

g r i m a g e  t o  t h e  g r a v e s  o f  t h e  i m 

m o r t a l  P r o p h e t s  o f  t h i s  n o b l e  f a i t h .  

T h i s  w a s  m y  d e s i r e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

A m e r i c a n  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  i n  e x p r e s 

s i o n  o f  m y  o w n  d e v o u t  r e v e r e n c e  

f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  i n c l u s i v e  r e l i g i o n  o f  

o u r  t i m e .

O u r  f i r s t  v i e w  o f  H a i f a  w a s  f r o m  

M t .  C a r m e l ,  w h e r e  E l i j a h  i n  t h e  

a n c i e n t  d a y  c o n f o u n d e d  t h e  p r o p 

h e t s  o f  B a a l .  W h a t  a  p l a c e  f r o m  

w h i c h  t o  s u m m o n  t h e  w i t n e s s  o f  

J e h o v a h !  O n  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e  d a z z l i n g -  

b l u e  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ;  o n  t h e  

r i g h t ,  t h e  w i d e  c u r v e  o f  t h e  b e a c h  

s w e e p i n g  t o  t h e  w a l l s  o f  ’ A k k a ;  i n

f r o n t  t h e  b a y ,  w i t h  o n e  g r e a t  s h i p  

a n d  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l e r  c r a f t  p e a c e 

f u l l y  a t  a n c h o r ;  b e l o w ,  l i k e  a  t u m 

b l i n g  w a t e r - f a l l ,  t h e  w h i t e  s t o n e  

h o u s e s  o f  t h e  t o w n ;  a n d  j u s t  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r ,  l i k e  a  l o v e l y  g e m ,  t h e  g a r d e n  

i n  w h i c h  r e p o s e d  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  

h o n o r e d  B a h a ’ i  d e a d .

W e  v i s i t e d  t h i s  g a r d e n  t h e  n e x t  

m o r n i n g ,  a f t e r  a  s p e c i a l  a u d i e n c e  

w i t h  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e 

m e n t .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  t o w e r e d  t h e  

c l u s t e r  o f  n o b l e  c y p r e s s e s ,  b e n e a t h  

w h o s e  g r a t e f u l  s h a d e  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  s o u g h t  q u i e t  a n d  r e 

f r e s h m e n t .  A r o u n d  t h e s e  t r e e s ,  

w i n d i n g  f r o m  t e r r a c e  t o  t e r r a c e ,  

a n d  l i n e d  w i t h  g i a n t  h e d g e s  o f  

g e r a n i u m s ,  w e r e  p a t h s ,  p a v e d  w i t h  

b r o k e n  f r a g m e n t s  o f  r e d  t i l e ,  w h i c h  

t e m p t e d  t h e  f e e t  t o  m e d i t a t i v e  w a n 

d e r i n g .  R o s e  b u s h e s ,  g o r g e o u s  w i t h  

b l o s s o m s  a  f e w  w e e k s  h e n c e ,  b r o k e  

f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  s t r e t c h e s  o f  f r e s h ,  

d e e p - r o o t e d  g r a s s .  O n  t h e  l o w e s t  

t e r r a c e ,  f a c i n g  a  s t r a i g h t  a v e n u e  

w h i c h  s h o t  d o w n ,  a n d  t h e n  o n  l i k e  

a n  a r r o w ,  t o  t h e  s e a ,  w a s  t h e  g r a n 

i t e  m a u s o l e u m .  W e  r e m o v e d  o u r  

s h o e s ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A r a b  c u s 

t o m ,  a n d  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  

r o o m ,  d i m l y  l i g h t e d ,  t h r o u g h  

s t a i n e d  w i n d o w s ,  i n  w h i c h  l a y  t h e  

b o d y  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a .  I  r e m e m 

b e r e d  h i m  a s  t h e  w i s e  a n d  g e n t l e  

s a g e  w i t h  w h o m  I  h a d  t a l k e d  o n  h i s  

l a s t  v i s i t  t o  A m e r i c a .  N o w  h i s  n o 

b l e  f a c e  w a s  s t i l l  i n  d e a t h  b e n e a t h
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t h i s  r i c h l y  i n s c r i b e d  d r a p e r y  u p o n  

t h e  f l o o r !  W e  s t o o d  s h o e l e s s  u p o n  

r u g s  s o  s o f t  a n d  h e a v y  a s  t o  b e  

w a r m  t o  t h e  f e e t .  W e  s a w  s i l v e r  

v a s e s  l a d e n  w i t h  f l o w e r s  s t a n d i n g  

l i k e  c a n d l e s  a b o u t  t h e  g r a v e .  A  

g r e a t  p e a c e  l a y  u p o n  t h e  p l a c e .  I  

h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a  t o m b  s o  b e a u t i f u l ! 

A f t e r  l o n g  m o m e n t s  o f  r e v e r e n t  

s a l u t a t i o n ,  w e  m o v e d  a w a y ,  a n d  

e n t e r e d  a  s e c o n d  r o o m  w h e r e  

l a y  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  B a b .  T h i s  

g r e a t  F o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  

m a r t y r e d  i n  t h e  a w f u l  p e r s e c u t i o n s  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  f o r  y e a r s  h a d  h a d  

n o  r e s t .  H i s  b o d y  h a d  b e e n  s n a t c h 

e d  s e c r e t l y  f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  b y  

l o y a l  d i s c i p l e s ,  h i d d e n  w h e r e v e r  a  

m o m e n t ’ s  s e c u r i t y  c o u l d  b e  w o n .  

B u t  h e r e  a t  l a s t  i t  h a d  f o u n d  p e a c e ,  

a n d  t h e r e w i t h  i t s e l f  h a d  b e c o m e  a  

s h r i n e .  I n  t h i s  r o o m ,  a s  i n  t h e  

o t h e r ,  w e r e  t h e  r u g s ,  t h e  v a s e s  a n d  

t h e  f l o w e r s .  T h i s  d a u n t l e s s  h e r o  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t  w a s  n o t  w i t h o u t  h i s  

g r e a t  r e w a r d !

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  t h e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

t r i n i t y  o f  B a h a ’ i  l e a d e r s ,  w a s  b u r i e d  

a c r o s s  t h e  b a y  i n  ’ A k k a .  I n  t h e  a f 

t e r n o o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  e s c o r t  o f  a  c o u s i n  

o f  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  a l s o  g r a n d s o n  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  w e  s t a r t e d  f o r  t h i s  

a n c i e n t  c i t y .  O u r  w a y  l e d  u s  f i r s t  

a l o n g  t h e  h a r d ,  c l e a n  b e a c h  o f  s a n d  

w h i c h  s t r e t c h e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d 

s t e a d .  I t  h a d  b e e n  s t o r m i n g ,  a n d  

t h e  w a v e s  w e r e  r u n n i n g  h i g h  a n d  

b r e a k i n g  i n  w i l d  c a s c a d e s  o f  f o a m .  

F i s h e r m e n  w e r e  b u s y ,  a s  h i g h  w i n d s  

a n d  d a r k  s k i e s  d r o v e  i n  t h e  f i s h .  

S o m e  w e r e  l a u n c h i n g  t h e i r  h u g e  

b o a t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r e a k e r s ;  o t h e r s ,  

f a r  o u t  u p o n  t h e  w a v e s ,  w e r e  d r a g 

g i n g  t h e i r  h e a v y  n e t s  a l o n g  t h e  

d e e p ;  s t i l l  o t h e r s  h a d  l a n d e d  a n d  

w e r e  l a b o r i o u s l y  h a u l i n g  t h e i r  c a t c h  

t o  t h e  s h o r e .  A t  i n t e r v a l s  a m o n g

t h e  f i s h e r s  w a l k e d  l o n g  c a r a v a n s  o f  

c a m e l s ,  e a c h  p a t i e n t  b e a s t  c o n t r a s t 

i n g  s t r a n g e l y  w i t h  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  

o f  s e a  a n d  s k y .  F a r  a h e a d  l o o m e d  

t h e  a n c i e n t  c i t y ,  i t s  r i d g e  o f  c l o s e -  

p a c k e d  h o u s e s  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  t h e  

h u g e  b u l k  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  c i t a d e l  a n d  

a  m i n a r e t  s o  g r a c e f u l  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  

a  d r e a m  o f  p a r a d i s e .  H e r e ,  i n  t h i s  

b a y ,  h a d  f l o a t e d  l o n g  a g o  t h e  f l e e t s  

o f  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n s .  L a t e r  a g e s  s a w  

t h e  s h i p s  o f  G - e n o e s e ,  V e n e t i a n s  a n d  

P i s a n s ,  f o r  ’ A k k a  w a s  a  g r e a t  p o r t .  

P a u l  c a m e  t o  t h i s  c i t y ,  a n d  s t a y e d  

a  d a y .  B i c h a r d  C o e u r  d e  L i o n  

l a n d e d  h e r e  w i t h  h i s  m a i l e d  w a r 

r i o r s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  C r u s a d e ,  a n d  d e 

f e a t e d  S a l a d i n  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  f i e r c e s t  

s i e g e s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  N a p o l e o n  s i x  

h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r  w a s  n o t  s o  

h a p p y ,  f o r  a g a i n s t  t h i s  c i t a d e l  h i s  

a r t i l l e r y  b e a t  i n  v a i n ,  a n d  h i s  d r e a m  

o f  a n  E a s t e r n  e m p i r e  f a d e d  a w a y  

f o r e v e r .

W e  w e n t  t o  t h e  c i t a d e l ,  i n c i d e n t 

a l l y  t o  s e e  t h i s  r e l i c  o f  t h e  C r u 

s a d e r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  p r i s o n  

c e l l  w h e r e  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a d  b e e n  

h e l d  c a p t i v e  t h r o u g h  s o  m a n y  a w 

f u l  y e a r s  b y  h i s  p e r s e c u t o r s .  A s  

w e  m o u n t e d  t h e  h u g e  w a l l s ,  t w e n t y  

f e e t  t h i c k ,  w e  h e a r d  t h e  m u e z z i n  

c h a n t  h i s  c a l l  t o  p r a y e r  f r o m  t h e  

n e a r b y  m o s q u e .  T h e  M o s l e m  r u l e d  

t h i s  b a t t l e g r o u n d  t o d a y .  O u r  e s 

c o r t  w a s  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  t r i e d  h a r d ,  

b u t  w e  d i d  n o t  s e e  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  

c e l l .  F o r  t h e  c i t a d e l  i s  s t i l l  a  p r i s o n  

— w e  s a w  t h e  s t r i p e d  c o n v i c t s  i n  t h e  

y a r d ! — a n d  v i s i t o r s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

a d m i t t e d .  W e  s o u g h t  c o n s o l a t i o n  

i n  w a l k i n g  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  w h e r e  c e n 

t u r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  m a i l e d  f e e t  o f  

k n i g h t s  a n d  s q u i r e s  h a d  n o i s i l y  

t r o d ,  a n d  i n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  a s t o u n d 

i n g  s u b t e r r a n e a n  c h u r c h  b u i l t  b y  

t h e  C r u s a d e r s  b e n e a t h  t h e  c i t a d e l .
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I t  L a d  b e e n ,  f i l l e d  n p  w i t h  d i r t  a n d  

r u b b i s h  l o n g  a g o  b y  t h e  S a r a c e n s .  

W e  s t o o d  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  m a s s  

o f  d i r t  a n d  t o u c h e d  t h e  c a p i t a l s  o f  

t h e  h u g e  p i l l a r s  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  g r o i n e d  r o o f  j u s t  a b o v e  o u r  

h e a d s .  V e r y  s o o n  n o w  t h e  c h u r c h  

w o u l d  b e  e x c a v a t e d  a n d  i t s  g r a n d 

e u r s  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  

w e  h a d  h a d  t h i s  c u r i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  e d i f i c e  f r o m  a b o v e  

i n s t e a d  o f  f r o m  b e l o w .

A n o t h e r  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  w e  

w e r e  i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  g a r d e n  w h e r e  

l a y  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  

H u g e  c y p r e s s e s  a n d  p a l m s  w e r e  

c l o s e  a b o u t ;  t h e  s a m e  r e d - t i l e d  

w a l k s  t h r e a d e d  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  

l u x u r i o u s  g r a s s  a n d  f l o w e r s .  A  

s t r a n g e  p e a c e  a g a i n  d r o p p e d  d o w n  

u p o n  u s  f r o m  t h e  e n c o m p a s s i n g  a t 

m o s p h e r e  o f  b e a u t y .  W i t h  e a g e r  

r e v e r e n c e  w e  o n c e  m o r e  r e m o v e d

o u r  s h o e s ,  a n d  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  s a 

c r e d  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ’ s  

t o m b .  W a s  i t  b e c a u s e  t h i s  g r e a t  

m a n  r e p o s e d  a l o n e  t h a t  I  w a s  s o  

d e e p l y  t o u c h e d !  O r  w a s  i t  b e c a u s e  

a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  m a n ’ s  g r e a t n e s s  c a m e  

s w e e p i n g  s u d d e n l y  u p o n  m e !  B a h a -  

’ u ’ l l a h  w a s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u p r e m e  

g e n i u s  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t ;  h e  

w a s  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  o n e  o f  t h e  s u 

p r e m e  s p i r i t u a l  g e n i u s e s  o f  h i s t o r y .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  f e w  i n  a n y  a g e  t o  

c o m p a r e  w i t h  h i m  i n  p o i n t  o f  i n 

s i g h t ,  v i s i o n ,  l o f t y  t h o u g h t  a n d  n o 

b l e  s p e e c h .  I  f e l t  t h i s  a s  I  s t o o d  

w i t h i n  t h i s  q u i e t  p l a c e .  W e r e  i t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  s t a n d  b y  t h e  g r a v e  o f  

J e s u s ,  I  f e l t  I  s h o u l d  b e  m o v e d  i n  

t h i s  s a m e  w a y .  H e r e ,  a p p r o p r i a t e 

l y ,  w a s  n o t  d a r k n e s s ,  b u t  l i g h t ;  n o t  

g l o o m ,  b u t  g l o r y ,  T h e s e  P r o p h e t s ’  

s h r i n e s  a r e  t r u l y  a m o n g  t h e  s a c r e d  

s p o t s  o f  e a r t h .

T H E  P R O P H E T S  O F  I S R A E L

S h a h n a z  W a i t e

D u r i n g  t h e  C o l u m b i a n  E x p o s i 

t i o n ,  o r  “ W o r l d ’ s  F a i r ”  a s  i t  

w a s  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d ,  h e l d  i n  

C h i c a g o  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 8 9 3 ,  

a n  e v e n t  o c c u r e d  w h i c h  m a r k e d  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  i n  A m e r i c a .  T h a t  

e v e n t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  “ C o n g r e s s  o f  

R e l i g i o n s ”  e v e r  h e l d  i n  t h i s  c o u n 

t r y  ;  a n d  t h e  o n e  t o  w h o m  t h e  

“ l i o n ’ s  s h a r e ”  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  s o  

g r e a t  a n  a c h i e v e m e n t  s h o u l d  g o ,  

w a s  t h e  l a t e  C h a r l e s  C .  B o n n e y  o f  

C h i c a g o .

M r .  B o n n e y  w a s  a n  i d e a l i s t  w i t h  

a  c l e a r ,  u n i v e r s a l  v i s i o n  o f  t h e

“ O n e n e s s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o f  h u m a n 

i t y , ”  a n d  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  r a c i a l  p r e 

j u d i c e .  H i s  h o m e  d u r i n g  t h e  

“ W o r l d ’ s  F a i r ”  w a s  a  r e n d e z v o u s  

f o r  t h o s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  w h o  

c a m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e i r  r a c e  a t  t h i s  g r e a t  

C o n g r e s s .  A  S w e d e n b o r g i a n  b y  

f a i t h ,  y e t  t o  C h a r l e s  C .  B o n n e y  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s  w e r e  o n e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  

a n d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  w i d e  

v i e w p o i n t ,  h e  w a s  o f t e n  o p p o s e d  b y  

t h o s e  o f  a  n a r r o w ,  o r t h o d o x  v i e w ;  

t h o s e  w h o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  d e s i g n a t e d  

a l l  w h o  w e r e  n o t  C h r i s t i a n s  b y  

f a i t h  a s  “ h e a t h e n s . ”
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I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  t h o s e  

o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  a n d  r e l i g i o n  s a t  

u p o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e ,  a n d  e a c h  l i s t e n e d  i n  s i 

l e n c e  a n d  w i t h  m a r k e d  c o u r t e s y  t o  

t h e  o t h e r .  E a c h  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  

T r u t h s  o f  h i s  f a i t h  a n d  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  h i s  P r o p h e t .  W i t h  t h i s  

k n o w l e d g e  c a m e  a  b r o a d e r  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  r e a l  

r e l i g i o u s  U n i t y  i n  o u r  l a n d .

M r .  B o n n e y  w a s  w i d e l y  k n o w n  

a n d  g r e a t l y  b e l o v e d  a n d  h i s  i n f l u 

e n c e  a n d  e x a m p l e  w e r e  f a r - r e a c h 

i n g .

L i f e  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  u n e x p e c t e d  

c o i n c i d e n t s ,  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  f i t  i n t o  

t h e  g r e a t  P l a n  o f  L i f e  l i k e  b e a u t i 

f u l  b i t s  o f  m o s a i c s  i n t o  t h e  d e s i g n  

o f  a n  a r t i s t .  L a s t  s u m m e r  t h e  

w r i t e r  w a s  a  g u e s t  a t  a  l u n c h e o n  

g i v e n  b y  a  M r s .  B o n n e y  o f  B u r 

b a n k ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a  m o s t  c h a r m i n g  

w o m a n  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t .  

D u r i n g  t h e  l u n c h e o n ,  a n d  a f t e r 

w a r d s  w h e n  t h e  g u e s t s  h a d  a d j o u r n 

e d  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  t h e  c o n v e r s a 

t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e 

m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s k e d  

“ W h e n  w a s  i t  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  

A m e r i c a  ? ’  ’

“ A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  ‘ W o r l d ’ s  

P a i r ’  i n  C h i c a g o  i n  1 8 9 3 , ”  t h e  

w r i t e r  r e p l i e d ;  “ a n d  b y  t h e  w a y , ”  

s h e  a d d e d ,  “ T h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  R e 

l i g i o n s  h e l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  m a i n l y  b y  a  M r .  

C h a r l e s  C .  B o n n e y  o f  t h e  s a m e  

n a m e  a s  o u r  h o s t e s s . ”

M r s .  B o n n e y  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ W h y  

t h a t  w a s  m y  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  a n d  I  

w e l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  a n d  

o f  m e e t i n g  t h o s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t  

i n  m y  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ’ s  h o m e ! ”  T h u s  

u n c o n s c i o u s l y  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  h a d  

C h a r l e s  C .  B o n n e y  s e r v e d  t h e

B a h a ’ i  C a u s e ,  f o r  a t  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  

t h e  n a m e  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  w a s  f i r s t  

m e n t i o n e d ,  b y  D r .  J e s s u p  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B e i r u t ,  

S y r i a .

N o t  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d s  M r s .  B o n 

n e y  s e n t  t h e  w r i t e r  a  p r e c i o u s  

m a n u s c r i p t  t o  r e a d ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  s h e  

k n e w  i t  w o u l d  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t  h e r ,  

a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  y e a r s  a g o  

b y  C h a r l e s  C .  B o n n e y ,  a n d  d e a l t  

w i t h  t h e  P r o p h e t s ,  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  

m a n y  o f  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  q u o t e d  b y  

h e r  i n  h e r  t a l k  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e v e 

l a t i o n .  U p o n  o p e n i n g  i t  s h e  r e a d ,  

“ T h e  P r o p h e t s  o f  I s r a e l  i n  S a r 

g e n t s  F r i e z e  i n  t h e  B o s t o n  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y .  D e d i c a t e d  t o  M i s s  J o s e 

p h i n e  C .  L o c k e  f o r  h e r  C h r i s t m a s  
g i f t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  ‘  T h e  P r o p h e t s  ’  

C h r i s t m a s  1 8 9 7 . ”  M i s s  L o c k e  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  w a s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

A r t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  C h i 

c a g o .

M r .  B o n n e y  b e g i n s  h i s  i n s p i r e d  

p o e m  b y  p l e a d i n g  w i t h  t h e  P r o p 

h e t s  o f  I s r a e l  t o  s p e a k  a n e w  a n d  

b r i n g  u n i t y  a n d  p e a c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  

M o s e s  t h e n  r e p l i e s ,  s a y i n g — “ O u r  

W o r d s  a r e  w r i t  i n  S a c r e d  S c r i p 

t u r e s ,  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  a l l  

t h e  a g e s ,  s p e a k i n g  i n  a l l  t o n g u e s ,  

a m o n g  a l l  p e o p l e s ,  a n d  i n  e v e r y  

l a n d .  T h e r e  t h e y  m a y  r e a d  a n d  

w r i t e  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  t o  r u l e  

t h e i r  c o n d u c t  a n d  t o  g u i d e  t h e i r  

l i v e s ;  n e v e r - t h e - l e s s ,  I  g r a n t  t h y  

s u p p l i a n c e ,  a n d  t h o u  m a y e s t  h e a r  

t h e m  w i t h  t h y  s p i r i t ’ s  e a r . ”

T h e n — t o  a  B a h a ’ i — t h e  m o s t  r e 

m a r k a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o i n c i d e n t  ( ? )  

i s  t h a t  M r .  B o n n e y ,  n o t  b e i n g  a  

B a h a ’ i  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  M o v e 

m e n t ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  c h o s e n ,  a s  a  

s p e c i a l  m e s s a g e ,  a s  f r o m  t h e  l i p s  o f  

e a c h  P r o p h e t ,  t h e  v e r y  p r o p h e c y  

f r o m  h i s  B o o k  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e
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B a h a ’ i  R e v e l a t i o n  i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  

i n s t a n c e .

A f t e r  e a c h  P r o p h e t ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  

i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a p p e a r  i n  S a r g e n t ’ s  

i m m o r t a l  p a i n t i n g ,  h a s  s p o k e n ,  

M o s e s  p r o n o u n c e s  t h e  B e n e d i c t i o n .  

T h e n  t h e  “ L o r d  o f  H o s t s ”  s p e a k s  

f r o m  H e a v e n ,  a n d  t h e  p o e m  c l o s e s  

w i t h  a n  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

a n c i e n t  P r o p h e t s  b y  M r .  B o n -  
n e y — w o r d s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  s u b l i m e  

s p i r i t  o f  f a i t h  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  r e a l i 

z a t i o n — “ A w e  s t r u c k  I  l i s t e n e d  t o  

t h e  H o l y  W o r d s  o f  a n c i e n t  p r o 

p h e c y ,  a n d  f i n d  i n  t h e m  t h e  a d m o n i 

t i o n s  n e e d e d  f o r  t o d a y .  H o w  v a s t  

a n d  d e e p  i s  their significance;  h o w  

t h e y  s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  

s o u l ,  a n d  b i d  i t  w a l k  t h e  p a t h s  o f  

R i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  d o i n g  G o d ’ s  W i l l  

t i l l  H e  s h a l l  g i v e  r e l e a s e . ”  S o  i t  

e n d s .

T h a t  t h i s  g r e a t  s o u l  w a s  d i v i n e l y  

i n s p i r e d  i n  h i s  w o r k  f o r  h u m a n i t y ,  

f o r  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d ,  f o r  

t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e ;  

a n d  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e l i g i o u s  u n i t y ,  

a s  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  t h a t  m e m o r a b l e  

C o n g r e s s  o f  R e l i g i o n s ,  ( h i s  d r e a m  

c o m e  t r u e )  a n d  b y  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  

t h i s  p o e m — n o n e  c a n  d o u b t .  H e  w a s  

o n e  o f  t h o s e  o f  w h o m  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

h a s  s a i d , — “ M a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  

n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  y e t  

t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  H i s  w i l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  H i s  W o r d  i m p r e s s e s  t h e m  

t o  d o  s o . ”  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  b r o a d c a s t  

i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  e t h e r  H i s  G l o r -  

r i o u s  M e s s a g e  o f  U n i t y  a n d  L o v e ,  

o f  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  L i g h t ,  a n d  t h a t  

W o r d  s e n t  f o r t h  s h a l l  a c c o m p l i s h  

t h a t  w h e r e u n t o  i t  w a s  s e n t ,  a n d  a l l  

w h o  c a n  s p i r i t u a l l y  “ t u n e  i n ” ,  p i c k  

u p  p a r t s  o f  i t  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y ,  a n d  

k n o w  n o t  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e  M e s s a g e  

c o m e s .

I f  w e  t u r n  o n  o u r  r a d i o  a n d  h e a r

p a r t  o f  a  m e s s a g e ,  a n d  a r e  d e e p l y  

i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  i t s  b e a u t y ,  u n i v e r s a 

l i t y  a n d  p o w e r ,  w e  t a k e  i t  t o  o u r  

h e a r t s  a n d  i t  s o o n  b e c o m e s  a  p a r t  

o f  o u r  o w n  v i s i o n ,  o u r  o w n  i d e a l s .  

I t  m a y  b e  w e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  

l i s t e n  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  f i n d  o u t  f r o m  

w h i c h  s t a t i o n  t h e  m e s s a g e  w a s  

b e i n g  b r o a d c a s t ,  o r  t o  l e a r n  w h o  t h e  

s p e a k e r  w a s ;  b u t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

p a r t  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e  w h i c h  w e  d i d  

h e a r ,  t h r i l l e d  u s  t h r o u g h  a n d  

t h r o u g h  a n d  w e  m a k e  i t  o u r  o w n .

S o  i s  i t  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  U n i v e r s a l  

M e s s a g e  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  P e o p l e  

s p i r i t u a l l y  m i n d e d ,  s u c h  a s  C h a r l e s  

C .  B o n n e y ,  l i s t e n  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  

“ s p i r i t ’ s  e a r ”  a n d  h e a r  s o m e  o n e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  M e s s a g e ,  s o m e  

o n e  P r i n c i p l e  b u t  d o  n o t  i n v e s t i 

g a t e  f r o m  w h i c h  R a d i o  S t a t i o n  i t  

c o m e s ;  i n  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  d o  

n o t  e v e n  k n o w  w i t h  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  

m i n d s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  

i t ,  b u t  t h e y  a r i s e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  w h a t  

s e e m s  t o  t h e m  t o  b e  a n  o r i g i n a l  

i d e a  r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h  “ d i r e c t  i n 

s p i r a t i o n . ”

O n e  c a n  f a n c y  M r .  B o n n e y  s p i r i t 

u a l l y  h e a r i n g  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  w h i c h  H e  s e n t  f o r t h  

w i t h  t h e i r  d y n a m i c ,  v i b r a t o r y  

f o r c e ,  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  a p 

p l y i n g  t h e m  i n  h i s  l i f e ’ s  w o r k —

“ C o n s o r t  w i t h  a l l  p e o p l e  w i t h  

l o v e  a n d  f r a g r a n c e .  F e l l o w s h i p  i s  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  U n i t y ,  a n d  U n i t y  i s  t h e  

s o u r c e  o f  O r d e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  

B l e s s e d  a r e  t h e y  w h o  a r e  k i n d  a n d  

s e r v e  w i t h  l o v e .

“ C l o s e  y o u r  e y e s  t o  r a c i a l  d i f 

f e r e n c e s  a n d  w e l c o m e  a l l  w i t h  t h e  

l i g h t  o f  O n e n e s s .  B e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

c o m f o r t  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  o f  h u m a n 

i t y .  T h i s  h a n d f u l  o f  d u s t ,  t h e  

w o r l d ,  i s  o n e  h o m e ,  l e t  i t  b e  i n  

U n i t y .  F o r s a k e  p r i d e ,  i t  i s  t h e
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c a u s e  o f  d i s c o r d .  F o l l o w  t h a t  w h i c h  

t e n d s  t o  H a r m o n y .

“ 0 !  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d !  T h e  

R e l i g i o n  o f  G o d  i s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  

l o v e  a n d  u n i t y ,  m a k e  i t  n o t  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  e n m i t y  a n d  c o n f l i c t . ”

“ O f  o n e  T r e e  a r e  y e  t h e  f r u i t s !  

a n d  o n  o n e  B o u g h  t h e  l e a v e s . ”  

“ T h e s e  f r u i t l e s s  s t r i f e s ,  t h e s e  

r u i n o u s  w a r s  s h a l l  p a s s  a w a y  a n d  

t h e  ‘ M o s t  G r e a t  P e a c e ’  s h a l l  c o m e . ”  

A n d  t o  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h â :  “ S h o u l d  w e  s t u d y  t h e  D i 

v i n e  R e l i g i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e r c e p 

t i o n  o f  T r u t h ,  w e  w o u l d  c o n c l u d e  

t h a t  t h e i r  u n d e r l y i n g  P r i n c i p l e  i s  

O n e  R e a l i t y .  B u t  a l a s  ! t h a t  t h e  

f u n d a m e n t a l  R e a l i t y  i s  l a i d  a s i d e  

a n d  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  a  c a t a l o g u e  o f  

c r e e d s ,  d o g m a s ,  a n d  r i t e s  h a v e  

t a k e n  i t s  p l a c e ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  

o f  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h a t r e d  

a n d  p r e j u d i c e ,  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t  o f  t h e  R e l i g i o n  o f  G o d  i s  t o 

t a l l y  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  n e g l e c t e d . ”

“ A l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  w e r e  s e n t ,  a l l  

t h e  S a c r e d  B o o k s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  

L a w  o f  L o v e  m i g h t  b e  p r o m o t e d . ”  

“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  o f  

H i s  H o l i n e s s  I s a i a h — t h e  a g e  i s  

o u r s  w h e n  f e l l o w s h i p  i s  t o  b e  e s t a b 

l i s h e d .  T h e  c e n t u r y  h a s  c o m e  w h e n  

a l l  n a t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  u n i f i e d .  T h e  

c e n t u r y  h a s  c o m e  w h e n  a l l  n a t i o n s  

s h a l l  e n j o y  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e .  T h e  

c e n t u r y  h a s  c o m e  w h e n  a l l  r a c e s  

a n d  t r i b e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  s h a l l  d o  

a w a y  w i t h  p r e j u d i c e ,  a n d  a s s o c i a t e  

f u l l y .  T h e  c e n t u r y  h a s  a r r i v e d  

w h e n  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

s h a l l  p r o v e  t o  b e  o n e  h o m e  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  f a m i l y .  T h u s  m a y  h u m a n 

k i n d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  r e s t  c o m f o r t a b l y

a n d  i n  p e a c e  u n d e r  t h e  g r e a t  b r o a d  

T a b e r n a c l e  o f  t h e  O n e  L o r d . ”

“ T h e  S p i r i t  o f  T r u t h  i s  s o a r i n g  

o n  t h e  S u p r e m e  A p e x ,  l i k e  u n t o  a

b i r d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  i t  m a y  d i s c o v e r  

a  s e v e r e d  h e a r t  a n d  a l i g h t  t h e r e i n  

a n d  m a k e  i t s  n e s t . ”

A n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  C h a r l e s  C .  B o n -  

n e y  c a u g h t  w i t h  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  e a r s  

w a s  g i v e n  f o r t h  b y  h i m  i n  d e e d s  t o  

t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  “ S p i r i t  o f  

T r u t h ”  f o u n d  i n  h i m  a  “ s e v e r e d  

h e a r t ”  a n d  a l i g h t e d  t h e r e i n  a n d  

m a d e  I t s  n e s t .

W i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  h i s  

d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,  h i s  p o e m  o f  t h e  

“ P r o p h e t s  o f  I s r a e l ”  i s  h e r e w i t h  

g i v e n  i n  f u l l :

T H E  P R O P H E T S  O F  I S R A E L

Dedicated to
MISS JOSEPHINE C. LOCKE 

for

Her Christmas g ift of a picture of the 
Prophets Taken from Sargent’s Frieze 

in the Boston Public Library.

Speak! august Prophets of the Living  
Lord!

And voice anew the burning Words of 
Truth,

That light the Sacred Scriptures w ith  their 
Flame.

Speak to the weary that they may not 
fa in t!

Speak to the fearfu l that they may have 
hope,

Speak to the troubled that they may have 
peace!

Speak to the mourning that they may have 
j o y !

Speak to the righteous that they m ay en
dure !

Speak to the evil tha t they m ay repent! 
Speak to the contrite tha t they may reform ! 
Speak to the foolish that they may be wise! 
Speak to the proud that they m ay humble 

be!
Speak to mankind tha t they m ay turn  to 

GOD!

Speak to the leaders that they wisely guide! 
Speak to the people that they fa ith fu l be! 
Speak! Speak! Oh Prophets of the M ighty  

GOD! y
The waiting souls in  all the continents, 
W ith upturned faces listen for your Words.
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MOSES

W hy do they look and listen when Our 
Words

Are w rit in  Sacred Scriptures and pre
served,

Through all the ages, speaking in  all 
tongues,

Among all peoples, and in  every land? 
There they m ay read and write them in  

their hearts
To rule their conduct and to guide their 

lives.
Nevertheless I  grant thy suppliance,
And thou m ayest hear them w ith  thy spirit’s 

ear.

Z E PH A N IA H

Fear not; let not thine hands be slack; 
The Lord thy  GOD in  the m idst o f thee is 

M ighty;
He will save; He will rejoice over thee 

with joy,
He will rest in  H is love: He will joy over 

thee w ith singing.

JO E L

Ye shall know tha t I  am the Lord thy GOD. 
And it shall come to pass that I  will pour 

out
M y Spirit upon all flesh;
And your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy;
Your young men shall see visions,
And your old men dream dreams,
And whosoever shall call upon the Lord 

shall be delivered.

OBADIAH

Upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance, 
A nd there shall be holiness;
A nd the House of Jacob shall possess their 

possessions.

HO SEA

I  will be as the dew unto Israel!
He shall grow as the lily,
And cast forth  his roots as Lebanon.
His branches shall spread and be as the 

olive tree,
A nd his perfum e as Lebanon.
They that dwell under his shadow shall 

revive as the corn 
And grow as the vine.

AMOS

Seek Him tha t m aketh the seven stars and 
Orion;

And turneth the shadow of death into morn
ing,

And maketh the day dark w ith nights; 
Who calleth for the waters of the sea,
And poureth them out upon the face of 

the earth,—
The LORD is His Name.

N A HUM

The Lord is good; a stronghold in  the day 
of trouble,

A nd He knoweth them tha t trust in  Him. 
Behold upon the m ountain the fee t of Him, 
That bringeth good tidings; that publishes 

Peace.

EZEKIEL

For thus saith the Lord GOD :—
Behold! I  will both search for M y sheep 

and seek them out;
I  will bring them out from  the people,
And gather them from  the countries.
And I  the Lord will be their GOD;
And I  will make w ith  them a Covenant of 

Peace.

D A N IE L

Fear not! fo r from  the first day
That thou didst set thy heart to understand,
And to chasten thyself before GOD,
Thy words were heard.
Fear not! peace be unto thee! be strong! 

Yea be strong!

JE R E M IA H

Behold! the days come saith the Lord, 
W hen I  will raise unto David a Righteous 

BRANCH .
In  His days Judah shall be saved,
And Israel shall dwell safely.
A nd this is the name whereby He shall be 

called,—
The Lord— our Righteousness.

JO N A H

W hen m y soul fa in ted  w ithin me, I  re
membered the Lord,

And m y prayer came to Thee in  Thy Holy 
Temple.

I  will sacrifice unto thee w ith  the voice of 
thanksgiving,

I  will pay that which I  have vowed. 
Salvation is of the Lord.

ISA IA H

Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is 
given:

A nd the Government shall be upon His 
shoulders;

A nd His Name shall be called W onderful, 
Counsellor, the M ighty GOD,
The Everlasting Father, the Prince of 

Peace!
Of the increase of His Government and 

Peace,
There shall be no end.
Ye shall go out w ith  joy and be lead forth  

with Peace!
The mountains and the hills shall break 

forth  into singing,
Before you, and all the trees of the field 
Shall clap their hands.
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/  will rejoice in the Lord!
I  w ill joy in  the GOD of m y salvation. 
The Lord GOD is m y strength;
He will make m y fee t like hinds feet,
And will make me walk upon m y high 

places.

M ICHA

Mayiy nations shall come and shall say— 
Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord; 
To the house of the GOD of Jacob,
A nd  He will teach us of His ways,
And we will walk in  His paths.
The nations shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares,
A nd their spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation,
N either shall they learn war any more.! 

HAGGAI

The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine! 
Saith  the Lord of Hosts.

M ALACHI

Behold! I  will send M y Messenger,
A nd He shall prepare the way before Me; 
And the Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

come
Into His Temple.
And unto you who fear M y Name,
Shall the Sun  of Righteousness arise,
W ith  healing in  His wings.

ZE C H A R I A H

Thus saith the Lord of H osts ;—
I f  thou will walk in M y ways and keep My 

charge,
Thou shalt also judge M y house, and keep 

M y Courts,
A nd I  will give thee places wherein to 

walk.
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Thus saith the Lord GOD of Israel;—
The barrel of meal shall not waste;
Neither shall the cruse of oil fail,
Until the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. 
How long halt ye between two opinions?
I f  the Lord be GOD— follow Him.

JO SH U A

Have not I  commanded thee?
Be strong and of good courage!
Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed; 
For the Lord thy GOD is w ith  thee! 
W hithersoever thou goest.

MOSES

The Lord bless thee and keep thee!
The Lord make His face to shine upon thee! 
The Lord lift  up His countenance upon thee, 
A nd give thee Peace!

TH E  LORD O P HOSTS 
(Speaking from  Heaven) 

Revelation Ch. 21, vs. 5, 7.
Behold! I  make all things New !
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
A nd I  w ill be his GOD, and he shall be 

M y Son.

Aw e-struck I  listened to the holy Words,
O f ancient prophecy and find in  them, 
The admonitions needed fo r  today.
How vast and deep is their significance! 
How they search out the secrets of the soul, 
A nd bid it  walk the paths o f Righteousness, 
Doing GOD’S  W ill till He shall give release. 
Then let us be content to w ait and toil;
To strive and struggle in  whatever field 
He m ay allot, confiding in  His care, 
Supported by His Everlasting arms,
His Love Divine, His Wisdom Infinite.

(Signed) Charles C. Bonney.
Christmas 1897.

“Universally, the Prophets are of two kinds. One are the Independent Prophets 
Who are followed; the other kind are not independent and are themselves followers.

“The Independent Prophets are the Lawgivers and the Founders of a new cycle. 
Through Their appearance the world puts on a new garm ent, the foundations of religion 
are established, and a New Book is revealed. W ithout an intermediary They receive 
bounty from  the Reality of the Divinity, and Their illumination is an essential illumi
nation. They are like the sun which is luminous in itself. . . .

“The other prophets are  followers and promoters, for they are branches and not 
independent; they receive the bounty of the Independent Prophets, and they profit by 
the ligh t of guidance of the Universal Prophets. They are like the moon, which is not 
luminous in itself, bu t receives its  light from  the sun.”—’Abdu’l-Baha.
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I L L U M I N E D  F A C E S

G e n e v i e v e  L .  C o y

“M y home is the home o f peace. M y home is the home of joy and delight. M y 
home is the home of laughter and exaltation. Whoever enters through the portals of 
this home, m ust go out w ith  gladsome heart. This is the home of light; whoever enters 
here m ust become illumined.— ’Abdu’l-Bahd.

T H I S  a r t i c l e  i s  n o t  a n  a r g u m e n t  

w i t h  a  t h e s i s  t o  b e  d e f e n d e d ,  

n o r  i s  i t  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  

f a c t s .  I t  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t o r i e s ,  s o m e  

o f  w h i c h  t e l l  o f  o n l y  a  m o m e n t ’ s  e n 

c o u n t e r ,  o t h e r s  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  

y o u  t h e  t a l e  o f  a  l i f e  t h r o u g h  

m o n t h s  a n d  y e a r s .  T h e s e  a r e  s t o r 

i e s  o f  t h e  r a d i a n t  l i f e  a n d  t h e  i l l u 

m i n e d  f a c e .

A  m a n  w a s  w a l k i n g  b u o y a n t l y  

a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t  o f  a  m i d w e s t e r n  

t o w n .  H i s  t h o u g h t s  w e r e  b u o y a n t ,  

t o o  a n d  h i s  s p i r i t  s o a r e d  a s  s w i f t l y  

a s  t h e  w h i t e  c l o u d s  t h a t  r a c e d  i n  

t h e  s k y  a b o v e  h i m .  H e  h a d  j u s t  

s e e n  t h e  j o y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a w a k e n i n g  

d a w n  i n  a  h e a r t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  o v e r 

w h e l m e d  w i t h  d o u b t .  A  s m a l l  b o y  

b a r r e d  h i s  w a y ,  h o l d i n g  h i s  a r m s  

a c r o s s  t h e  s i d e w a l k .  T h e  m a n  s t o p 

p e d .  “ Y e s ' ?  W h a t  i s  i t ! ”  h e  

s m i l e d .  T h e  b o y  l o o k e d  u p  e x p e c t 

a n t l y .  “ W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  l o o k  s o  

h a p p y ,  m i s t e r ! ”

I n  a  c e r t a i n  s c h o o l  t h e r e  w a s  a  

t e a c h e r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  H e r  p u p i l s  

w e r e  c h i l d r e n  o f  f r o m  n i n e  t o  

t w e l v e  y e a r s .  T h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s h e  

t a u g h t  t h e m  w e r e  u n u s u a l .  T h e y  

s t u d i e d  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  C o n f u c i u s  

a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  B u d d h a .  T h e y  

l e a r n e d  s t o r i e s  o f  M u h a m m a d .  

T h e y  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  S o c r a t e s ’  d r a 

m a t i c  l i f e ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  d i s c u s s i n g  

t h e  “ t r u e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l , ”  u s i n g  t h e  

S o c r a t i c  m e t h o d .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  

s o m e  o f  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  t h e  P s a l m s ,  

a n d  l a t e r  s a w  h o w  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f

C h r i s t  r e n e w e d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  

a l l  t h a t  Z o r o a s t e r  a n d  B u d d h a  h a d  

g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  T h r o u g h  i t  a l l  

m o v e d  t h e  c l e a r  s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n  o f  

t h e  t e a c h e r .

A  t i m e  c a m e  w h e n  t h i s  t e a c h e r  

l e f t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  

t h o u g h t  a n d  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  a n d  

g r o w t h .  T h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l  

t h e r e  w a s  a  s e n s e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  

v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  v a l u a b l e  h a d  

b e e n  t a k e n  a w a y ,  a n d  t h a t  n o  o n e  

c o u l d  r e p l a c e  i t .  A n o t h e r  t e a c h e r  

s a i d ,  “ I  s e l d o m  s a w  M i s s  A ;  I  a l 

m o s t  n e v e r  s p o k e  t o  h e r .  B u t  w h e n 

e v e r  s h e  c a m e  i n t o  a  r o o m  t h e  p l a c e  

b e c a m e  d i f f e r e n t .  I f  s h e  c a m e  i n t o  

a  r o o m  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e ,  a n d  s a i d  

n o t h i n g ,  o n e  c o u l d  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  

p l a c e  h a d  c h a n g e d .  J u s t  t o  l o o k  a t  

h e r  m a d e  o n e  a b l e  t o  d o  b e t t e r  

w o r k .  ’  ’

T h e r e  i s  a  p a s t o r  o f  a  c h u r c h  i n  

H e w  Y o r k  w h o  p r e a c h e s  a  d y n a m i c  

g o s p e l .  H e  i s  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  t o  m a n y  

p e o p l e  a  l i v i n g  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  a  l i f e  c a n  b e  c o m p l e t e  

a n d  h a p p y  a n d  u s e f u l  o n l y  i n  

p r o p o r t i o n  a s  i t  g i v e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  

G o d ’ s  H a n d s ,  t o  b e  g u i d e d  b y  H i s  

w i l l .  O n e  o f  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  t h i s  

m a n  s a i d  o n e  d a y ,  ‘  ‘  T h e  t h i n g  a b o u t  

M r .  S .  t h a t  h e l p s  m e  m o s t  i s  t h e  

w a y  i n  w h i c h  h e  m e e t s  f a i l u r e .  I  

h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  d r e a d f u l l y  m i s e r 

a b l e  a n d  d o w n c a s t  w h e n  I  h a v e  f a i l 

e d  i n  a n y t h i n g  I  u n d e r t o o k .  I  

w o u l d  w o r r y  a b o u t  i t  f o r  w e e k s ,  a n d  

s p e n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  i n  b l a m 

i n g  m y s e l f .  B u t  M r .  S .  h a s  t a u g h t



m e  n o t  t o  d o  t h a t .  I  k n o w  h e  m a k e s  

m i s t a k e s  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  h e  d o e s n ’ t  s i t  

d o w n  b e s i d e  t h e m  a n d  g r i e v e ! H e  

s e e m s  t o  s a y ,  ‘ W e l l ,  s o  I  d i d n ’ t  s u c 

c e e d  t h i s  t i m e ! B u t  t h e r e  i s  

a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  c o m i n g ! ’  A n d  h e  

j u s t  g r i n s ,  a n d  g o e s  a h e a d  t o  a c 

c o m p l i s h  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ! ’  ’

T H E  BA HA’I'

A  B a h a ’ i  a r t i s t  h a d  b e e n  c o m 

m i s s i o n e d  t o  m a k e  a  p i e c e  o f  s c u l p 

t u r e  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a  s c h o o l  b u i l d 

i n g .  W h e n  i t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ,  h e  

h a d  t o  s u b m i t  i t  t o  t h e  A r t  C o m m i s 

s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  B u t  

t h e y  d i d  n o t  l i k e  i t  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  

a l l o w  i t  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  

c i t y  s c h o o l s .  T h e  a r t i s t  a s k e d ,  

£ ‘  W i l l  y o u  s u g g e s t  c h a n g e s  t h a t  w i l l  

i m p r o v e  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  a l l o w  m e  t o  

s u b m i t  i t  a g a i n . ”  T h i s  r e q u e s t  

w a s  r e f u s e d .  “ T h e n  m a y  I  l e a v e  i t  

h e r e  t i l l  t o m o r r o w ,  w h e n  t h e  e x 

p r e s s m a n  w i l l  c a l l  f o r  i t . ”

“ Y e s ,  y o u  m a y  d o  t h a t . ”

T h e  a r t i s t  s m i l i n g l y  t h a n k e d  t h e  

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  B u t  

j u s t  a s  h e  w a s  l e a v i n g  t h e  r o o m ,  t h e  

c h a i r m a n  c a l l e d  a f t e r  h i m ,  “ W h a t  

m a k e s  y o u  s o  d i f f e r e n t 1? ”

“ S o  d i f f e r e n t ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  

m e a n ? ”

“ T h e  c h a i r m a n  a n s w e r e d ,  “ H o w  

d o e s  i t  h a p p e n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s o  

p l e a s a n t ?  M o s t  a r t i s t s  w h o s e  w o r k  

h a s  b e e n  r e f u s e d  m a k e  a n  a w f u l  

f u s s .  T h e y  s w e a r  a n d  j u s t  r e a r  

a r o u n d !  B u t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  

q u i e t  a n d  p o l i t e . ”

“ W o u l d  i t  d o  m e  a n y  g o o d  t o  

s w e a r  a n d  s h o u t ? ”

“ N o ! ”

“ T h e n  w h y  s h o u l d  I  d o  i t ?  I t  

i s  m u c h  m o r e  a g r e e a b l e  n o t  t o  g e t  

a n g r y  a n d  e x c i t e d . ”

T h e  c h a i r m a n  s a i d ,  “ W h a t  d o  

y o u  k n o w  a b o u t  t h i s  m a n  o f  w h o m  

y o u  m a d e  a  b u s t ?  W h y  d o  p e o p l e

w a n t  t o  p u t  u p  a  b u s t  o f  a  Jew  i n  

o n e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s ? ”

T h e  a r t i s t  r e p l i e d ,  “ I  r e a l l y  k n o w  

l i t t l e  a b o u t  h i m ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  

p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h a t  n e i g h b o r 

h o o d  l o v e d  h i m  s o  m u c h  t h a t  t h e y  

v o l u n t a r i l y  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  m o n e y  f o r  

t h e  b u s t .  T h e y  w a n t e d  t o  s h o w  

s o m e  h o n o r  t o  h i s  m e m o r y . ”  

“ W e - e l l , ”  s a i d  t h e  c h a i r m a n ,  

“ p e r h a p s  w e  w e r e  a  b i t  h a s t y .  Y o u  

l e a v e  t h i s  h e r e ,  I  w i l l  l o o k  a t  i t  

a g a i n  a n d  t h e n  I  w i l l  t a l k  t o  t h e  

o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  

a n d  s e e  w h a t  w e  c a n  d o . ”

A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  a r t i s t  r e 

c e i v e d  t h i s  m e s s a g e ,  “ Y o u r  g o o d  

d i s p o s i t i o n  w o n  o u t !  W e  h a v e  

a g r e e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  b u s t  o f  t h e  J e w  

a n d  p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ! ”
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  w a s  t o l d  m e  

i n  H a i f a .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  r e a l  

n a m e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

i t ,  a n d  s o  I  s h a l l  g i v e  t h e m  n a m e s  

o f  m y  o w n  c h o i c e .

H a s s a n  A l i  S h i r e e n i  w a s  a  c o n 

f e c t i o n e r ,  w h o  k e p t  a  s h o p  i n  o n e  o f  

t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t s  o f  T i h r a n .  A l 

t h o u g h  h e  w a s  a  s h o p k e e p e r  h e  w a s  

a  m a n  o f  i n f l u e n c e .  H i s  f a m i l y  h a d  

f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  b e e n  k n o w n  a s  d e 

v o t e d  M u h a m m a d a n s  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  

b r o t h e r s  w a s  a  p r i e s t .  H a s s a n  A l i  

w a s  f a m o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  a s  

a n  e n e m y  o f  a l l  t h a t  w a s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  H e  w a s  p a r 

t i c u l a r l y  z e a l o u s  i n  h u n t i n g  o n t  

s u c h  h e r e t i c s  a s  h e  d e e m e d  t h e  f o l 

l o w e r s  o f  t h e  B a b  a n d  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  

M a n y  B a h a ’ i s  h a d  b e e n  h a l e d  b e 

f o r e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o u r t s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  H a s s a n  A l i  

s e n t  t o  t h e  p r i e s t s .  H i s  n a m e  w a s  

k n o w n  t o  a l l  t h e  B a h a ’ i s  o f  t h e  

c i t y ,  a n d  f e w  o f  t h e m  d e s i r e d  t o  

h a v e  p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  

h i m .
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T h e r e  w a s  a  B a h a ’ i  i n  a n o t h e r  

c i t y  w h o  h a d  h e a r d  o f  H a s s a n  A l i  

a n d  w h o  t h o u g h t  o f t e n  o f  h i s  p e r 

s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  “  f r i e n d s  o f  G r o d . ”  

T h i s  w a s  a  m a n  n a m e d  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  

S h i r a z i .  H e  o f t e n  t h o u g h t ,  “ T h i s  

H a s s a n  A l i  S h i r e e n i  m u s t  b e  a  v e r y  

d e v o t e d  m a n ,  a  v e r y  e n e r g e t i c  m a n .  

I f  h e  w e r e  a  B a h a ’ i ,  h o w  u s e f u l  h e  

w o u l d  b e ! I f  o n l y  h e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  

a  B a h a ’ i ! ”

A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  s o m e  

w a y  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  t e a c h 

i n g s  t o  H a s s a n  A l i .  A t  l a s t  h e  s a i d  

t o  h i m s e l f ,  “ I t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  

d o n e  v e r y  i n d i r e c t l y .  P e r h a p s  G r o d  

w i l l  g u i d e  m e  t o  s o m e  p l a n  o f  a c 

t i o n . ”

A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  a l l  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  

f r i e n d s  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  

h e  w a s  g i v i n g  u p  h i s  p r o f i t a b l e  

s h o w - s h o p  i n  t h e  b i g  b a z a a r .  H e  

d i d  n o t  t e l l  t h e m  w h a t  h e  p l a n n e d ,  

f o r  h e  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  t r y  

t o  d i s s u a d e  h i m .  T o  h i s  f a m i l y  h e  

s a i d ,  “ I  h a v e  w o r k  t o  d o  f o r  t h e  

b l e s s e d  C a u s e .  I  m a y  b e  g o n e  s o m e  

t i m e .  I f  I  d o  n o t  r e t u r n ,  k n o w  t h a t  

I  h a v e  t r i e d  m y  b e s t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  

A n c i e n t  B e a u t y ,  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h . ”

A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  t h e n  q u i e t l y  d e p a r t e d  

f o r  T i h r a n ,  w h e r e  h e  b o u g h t  a  

s w e e t - s h o p  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  s h o p  o f  

H a s s a n  A l i  S h i r e e n i .  H e  p r o v e d  

h i m s e l f  a  f r i e n d l y ,  c o - o p e r a t i v e  

n e i g h b o r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  

y e a r  t h e  t w o  m e n  b e c a m e  g o o d  b u s i 

n e s s  f r i e n d s .  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  l i v e d  i n  a  

r o o m  b a c k  o f  h i s  s h o p  a n d  e v e r y  

m o r n i n g  a t  d a w n  h e  c h a n t e d  m e l o d 

i o u s l y  f r o m  t h e  Q u r ’ a n .  O c c a s i o n 

a l l y  H a s s a n  A l i  s a i d ,  “ N e i g h b o r ,  

i t  g i v e s  m e  j o y  t o  h e a r  y o u  c h a n t  

t h e  h o l y  s u r a s  o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s . ”

“ Y e s , ”  s a i d  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  “ t h e  

w o r d s  o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s ,  t h e  M e s s e n 

g e r ,  a r e  t h e  w a t e r  o f  l i f e . ”

A f t e r  m a n y  m o n t h s  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h

d e v i a t e d  f r o m  h i s  u s u a l  c u s t o m  o f

c h a n t i n g  f r o m  t h e  Q u r ’ a n ,  h e  c h a n t 

e d  l o u d l y  a n d  s w e e t l y  a  l o n g  p r a y e r  

o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s .  A s  s o o n  a s  h e  

h a d  e n t e r e d  h i s  s h o p  h i s  n e i g h b o r  

c a m e  r u s h i n g  i n  t o  s e e  h i m .  “ O h ,  

s i r , ”  h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ w h a t  i s  t h e  

m a r v e l o u s  p r a y e r  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  

c h a n t i n g ?  I t  t r a n s p o r t e d  m e  f r o m  

t h e  e a r t h .  I  a m  s t i l l  w e e p i n g  f r o m  

t h e  j o y  o f  h e a r i n g  s u c h  b e a u t y .  I  

b e g  o f  y o u ,  t e l l  m e  a t  o n c e  w h a t  i l 

l u m i n e d  s o u l  h a s  w r i t t e n  s u c h  a  

p r a y e r ! ”

A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  s a i d ,  “ S i n c e  y o u  

g r e a t l y  w i s h  i t ,  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u .  B u t  

t h e  p r a y e r  r e q u i r e s  s o m e  e x p l a n a 

t i o n .  W i l l  y o u  e a t  d i n n e r  w i t h  m e  

t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  I  w i l l  t e l l  

y o u .  ’  ’

R e l u c t a n t l y  H a s s a n  A l i  a g r e e d  t o  

w a i t  u n t i l  e v e n i n g .

A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  p r e p a r e d  a  d e l i c i o u s  

d i n n e r  a n d  s e r v e d  i t  t o  H a s s a n  A l i  

i n  h i s  r o o m  b a c k  o f  t h e  s h o p .  T o  

a l l  o f  H a s s a n  A l i ’ s  e n t r e a t i e s  t o  

k n o w  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  p r a y e r  t h a t  

h a d  s o  m o v e d  h i m ,  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  s a i d ,  

“ L a t e r  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u . ”

B u t  w h e n  t h e  l a s t  c o u r s e  h a d  b e e n  

e a t e n ,  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  s a i d ,  “ Y o u  h a v e  

k n o w n  m e  n o w  t w o  y e a r s .  H a v e  

y o u  f o u n d  m e  a  t r u t h f u l  a n d  a n  

h o n e s t  m a n ? ”

“ I n d e e d  y e s , ”  r e p l i e d  H a s s a n  

A l i ,  “ n e v e r  h a v e  I  h a d  s o  f a i r  a n d  

k i n d l y  a  n e i g h b o r .  I f  o n e  m e r e l y  

l o o k e d  u p o n  y o u r  f a c e ,  h e  w o u l d  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  a  t r u l y  n o b l e  

s o u l .  ’  ’

“ T h e n  I  b e g  o f  y o u  t o  l i s t e n  t o  

m e  t i l l  I  h a v e  t o l d  y o u  a l l  m y  s t o r y .  

P r o m i s e  m e  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  

m u c h  I  m a y  a s t o u n d  o r  s h o c k  y o u ,  

y o u  w i l l  h e a r  m e  t o  t h e  e n d . ”

“ Y e s ,  g l a d l y  I  w i l l  g r a n t  y o u r  

r e q u e s t .  B u t  d o  n o t  m a k e  t h e  s t o r y  

t o o  l e n g t h y ,  f o r  I  l o n g  t o  h e a r  t h a t



m a r v e l o u s  p r a y e r  a g a i n . ”

“ T h e n ,  f i r s t — I  a m  a  B a h a ’ i ! ”  

s a i d  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h .

“ A  B a h a ’ i !  B a h a i s  a r e  d o g s !  

Y o u  c a n n o t  h e ! ”  c r i e d  H a s s a n  A l i .

“ I  am  a  B a h a ’ i ,  a n d  t h e  p r a y e r  

t h a t  s o  m o v e d  y o u  w a s  r e v e a l e d  b y  

H i s  H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  L i s t e n ,  

a n d  I  w i l l  c h a n t  i t  f o r  y o u ,  ’  ’  a n d  i n  

h i s  l o u d ,  s w e e t  v o i c e  A t a ’ u ’ l l a h  

a g a i n  c h a n t e d  t h e  p r a y e r .

A s  s o o n  a s  i t  w a s  e n d e d  H a s s a n  

A l i  s e i z e d  h i s  h a n d s .  “ I  w i l l  l i s t e n  

t o  a l l  y o u  s a y .  I  h a v e  b e e n  m i s l e d  

a b o u t  t h e s e  B a h a ’ i s .  N o  o n e  b u t  a  

P r o p h e t  o f  G o d  c o u l d  h a v e  r e v e a l e d  

s o  g r e a t  a  p r a y e r . ”

A n d  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  H a s s a n  A l i  

S h i r e e n i  n o  m o r e  n e e d  b e  s a i d ,  s a v e  

t h a t  h e  w a s  a s  a r d e n t  a  f o l l o w e r  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a s  h e  h a d  b e e n  a n  

e n e m y  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  h i s  i g n o r a n c e .

T H E  B A H A ’i

O n  a  d a y  i n  s p r i n g  s o m e  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s  a g o  a  P e r s i a n  B a h a  ’ i  a n d  h i s  

f r i e n d  w e r e  w a l k i n g  s l o w l y  a l o n g  

t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  T i h r a n .  T h e y  p a i d  

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s c e n e s  a b o u t  

t h e m ,  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  d e e p  i n  c o n v e r 

s a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h s  t h a t  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a d  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  

i n  h i s  b o o k s  a n d  l e t t e r s .

“ B u t  h o w  c a n  y o u  b e  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  

t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u t h ”  a s k e d  t h e  f r i e n d .  

“ T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o  c l a i m  t o  b e  

g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  t i m e  

p r o v e s  t h e m  t o  b e  i m p o s t o r s . ”

T h e  B a h a ’ i  r e p l i e d ,  “ O n e  p r o o f  i s  

i n  t h e  t r a n s f o r m e d  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  l i v e  t h e s e  t e a c h i n g s .  I  k n o w  

m e n  w h o  h a v e  b e c o m e  s o  c h a n g e d  

t h a t  t h e i r  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  s c a r c e l y  

r e c o g n i z e  t h e m  f o r  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e .  

T h e s e  t e a c h i n g s  p e r f o r m  t h e  g r e a t 

e s t  m i r a c l e — t h a t  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  

s e l f l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  t h e  m o s t  

s e l f - c e n t e r e d  o f  m e n .  S e e  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  w h o  p a s s  u s  n o w !  I  c a n

t e l l  b y  t h e i r  f a c e s  w h i c h  o n e s  a r e  

B a h a ’ i s  ! ”

H i s  f r i e n d  s m i l e d ,  “ O h ,  t h a t  i s  

s u r e l y  t o o  g r e a t  a  c l a i m !  A n d  i t  

w o u l d  n o t  b e  s a f e  t o  a s k  a n y  o f  

t h e s e  m e n  i f  h e  i s  a  B a h a ’ i .  S u p 

p o s e  h e  w e r e  n o t — y o u  m i g h t  e v e n  

e n d a n g e r  y o u r  l i f e .  Y o u  k n o w  h o w  

t h e  f a n a t i c a l  p r i e s t s  h a t e  t h e  

B a h a ’ i s . ”

“ I  a m  n o t  a f r a i d , ”  s a i d  t h e  

B a h a ’ i .  “ I  know  t h e  r a d i a n c e  o f  

a  t r u e  B a h a ’ i ’ s  f a c e .  S e e !  t h e r e  

c o m e s  a  B a h a ’ i ,  I  w i l l  w a g e r .  T h a t  

p r i e s t ,  w h o  w e a r s  t h e  g r e e n  g i r d l e  

o f  a  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  ! ’  ’  

“ D o  y o u  k n o w  h i m ?  I s  h e  a  

f r i e n d  o f  y o u r s ? ”

“ O h  n o  ! T h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  

B a h a ’ i s  i n  t h e  c i t y  w h o m  I  d o  n o t  

k n o w .  B u t  I  w i l l  a s k  t h i s  m a n .  ’  ’  

H i s  f r i e n d  t r i e d  t o  d i s s u a d e  h i m ,  

s a y i n g ,  “ T h i n k  h o w  d a n g e r o u s  i t  

i s  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  w o r d  B a h a ’ i  t o  a  

p r i e s t ! ”

T h e  B a h a ’ i  s t e p p e d  i n  t h e  p a t h  

o f  t h e  p r i e s t  a n d  s a i d  s o f t l y ,  “ S i r ,  

a r e  y o u  n o t  a  B a h a ’ i ? ”

T h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  t a l l  p r i e s t  f l a s h e d .  

“ W h o  a r e  y o u  t o  a s k  m e  s u c h  a  

q u e s t i o n ? ”

“ I  a m  a  F r i e n d , ”  s a i d  t h e  B a h a ’ i .  

T h e  p r i e s t  r e p l i e d ,  “ C o m e  w i t h  

m e  ;  t h e  o p e n  s q u a r e  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  

t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  b l e s s e d  C a u s e . ”

T h e  y o u n g  B a h a ’ i  t u r n e d  t o  h i s  

f r i e n d .  “ Y o u  s e e  I  w a s  r i g h t .  

H o w  c o u l d  I  m i s t a k e  s u c h  a n  i l l u 

m i n e d  f a c e !  L e t  u s  g o  w i t h  h i m ,  

a n d  h e  w i l l  i n s t r u c t  u s  b o t h . ”
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“ L o r d ,  I  h a v e  t u r n e d  m y  f a c e  

u n t o  T h e e .  I l l u m i n e  i t  b y  t h e  L i g h t  

o f  T h y  F a c e !  .  .  .  S t r e n g t h e n

m e  t o  s e r v e  T h y  b e l o v e d  a n d  t o  

h e l p  t h o s e  w h o  n e e d  T h e e .  R e v e a l  

T h y s e l f  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  i l l u m i n e  t h e m  

w i t h  T h y  L i g h t . ” — B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .



56 T H E  BA HA’I M AGAZINE

H O W  T H E  K I N G  A B O L I S H E D  P O V E R T Y

Dr. W a l t e r  B. Guy

“Some are too rich, some are too poor, some have millions and some have nothing. 
A n  organization is necessary to control this state of affairs. I t  is necessary to limit 
riches and i t  is necessary to lim it poverty. E ither extreme is wrong. There should 
be a medium state. I f  it  is righ t for a capitalist to possess a great fortune, then it is 
also ju st that a laborer should have means of existence. I f  poverty is allowed to 
reach a condition of starvation i t  proves that there is tyranny. M en m ust see that 
this does not happen in  any case. There m ust be special laws. The rich m ust give 
of their plenty. I f  they have more than they need they m ust think of those who are 
in  want.”— ’Abdu’l-Bahd.

I N ’ t h e  y e a r  1 9 4 0  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

m i s e r y  a n d  p o v e r t y  w e r e  p r e 

v a l e n t  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  o f  V i s a l i a ,  e s 

p e c i a l l y  s o  i n  t h e  c o a l  m i n e  d i s 

t r i c t s .  M a n y  m i n e r s  a n d  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  w e r e  u t t e r l y  d e s t i t u t e .  I n  

o t h e r  p l a c e s  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  

w e r e  l i k e w i s e  i n  a  p r o f o u n d  s t a t e  

o f  d e p r e s s i o n  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t .  

A l s o  i n  t h e  s l u m s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s ,  

w a n t  a n d  m i s e r y  w e r e  t h e  d a i l y  e x 

p e r i e n c e  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  

w e e k l y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c h a r i t y  f o r  

t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  h a d  r i s e n  t o  a n  

a l a r m i n g  h e i g h t ;  a n d  d i s s a t i s f a c 

t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  w a s  g e n 

e r a l .

A t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  H i s  M a j 

e s t y  t h e  K i n g  a r o s e  t o  t a k e  n e e d e d  

a c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  p r o b l e m .

M u c h  d e l i b e r a t i o n  o n  h i s  p a r t  a t  

l e n g t h  m o v e d  h i m  t o  t e a r s ,  a n d  

w h e n  a t  l a s t  t h e  l i g h t  o f  g u i d a n c e  

c a m e  t o  h i m  h e  a r o s e  a n d  t o o k  f i r m  

h o l d  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  h e  s a w  w i d e 

s p r e a d  d e s t i t u t i o n  a n d  d e s p a i r .  O n  

t h e  o t h e r ,  m a n y  m e n  w h o  w e r e  m i l 

l i o n a i r e s  r e t i r e d  f r o m  a c t i v e  a f 

f a i r s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  s p e n d i n g  t h e i r  

t i m e  i n  p l e a s u r a b l e  p u r s u i t s  o r  i n  

a i m l e s s  t r a v e l .

C h o o s i n g  n i n e  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u 

a l s  o f  l a r g e  w e a l t h  a n d  l e i s u r e ,  y e t  

s t i l l  o f  a c t i v e  m e n t a l i t y  a n d  b u s i 

n e s s  c a p a c i t y ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  c a l l  

t h e m  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s i t u a 

t i o n .

T h e s e  m e n  o f  w e a l t h  w e r e  n o t  o f  

n o b l e  l i n e a g e  o r  w i t h  g r e a t  t i t l e s ,  

b u t  w e r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  t h e  n o u 

v e a u  r i c h e — m e n  w h o  b y  s h e e r  b u s i 

n e s s  a b i l i t y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s a g a c i t y  

a n d  g r e a t  w i l l  p o w e r  h a d  a r i s e n  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

r a n k s  o f .  t h e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  m e n  

a n d  w o r k e r s ,  b o t h  i n  V i s a l i a  a n d  i t s  

C o l o n i e s .

T h e s e  m e n ,  s a i d  t h e  K i n g  t o  h i m 

s e l f ,  h a v e  g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  i n  b u s i 

n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f i n a n c e s ,  

b u t  t h e y  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c a l l y  

i d l e ,  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  

a r e  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x ,  i m p o v e r 

i s h e d  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  I f  I  

s e n d  f o r  t h e m  q u i e t l y  a n d  u n o s t e n 

t a t i o u s l y ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  g r e a t l y  

i m p r e s s e d ;  b u t  i f ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  I  c a l l  t h e m  t o  m e  i n  a n c i e n t  

c u s t o m ,  w i t h  b l a r e  o f  t r u m p e t  a n d  

b y  h e r a l d s  a r m e d  w i t h  a  l e t t e r  

s i g n e d  a n d  s e a l e d  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  

S i g n e t ,  s u r e l y  t h e y  w i l l  s e r v e .

S o  o n e  m o r n i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

s p r i n g t i m e ,  a t  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  

t h a t  l a y  w i t h i n  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  t h e i r  l a r g e  e s t a t e s ,  a  g r o u p  o f  

m e n  a p p e a r e d  o n  h o r s e b a c k ;  c o v e r 

e d ,  m e n  a n d  h o r s e s  a l i k e ,  w i t h  t h e  

r o y a l  t r a p p i n g s ,  a n d  r o d e  t o  e a c h  

m a n s i o n  o r  c a s t l e .
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A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  g r e a t  d o o r ,  t h e  

h e r a l d  s o u n d e d  h i s  t r u m p e t ,  a n d  

t h e  s e n e s c h a l  d e m a n d e d  t h e  p r e s 

e n c e  o f  t h e  H e a d  o f  t h e  H o u s e .

O n  h i s  a r r i v a l  h e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  

w i t h  a  r o l l  o f  v e l l u m ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  

R o y a l  C o m m a n d  a n d  s e a l e d  w i t h  

t h e  R o y a l  S i g n e t ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  h i s  

p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  R o y a l  C a s t l e  o f  

H i s  M a j e s t y  t h e  K i n g  o n  a  c e r t a i n  

d a y  a n d  h o u r .  T h i s  w a s  r e p e a t e d  

a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  t h e  

c h o s e n  m e n  o f  a f f a i r s .

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  m u c h  e x c i t e d  

c o m m e n t  a r o s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

l e n g t h  a n d  b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  

e v e n  a b r o a d  a s  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  

t h e s e  u n u s u a l  d e m a n d s ,  a n d  a l s o  

t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

O f  c o u r s e  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  

r o y a l  h o n o r s  w e r e  g r e a t l y  d e l i g h t 

e d ,  y e t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  d e e p l y  

m y s t i f i e d  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e s e  s u m m o n s  

s i g n i f i e d .

A t  l a s t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  d a y  a r 

r i v e d .  A t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  n e a r  

t h e  R o y a l  C a s t l e  a  v a s t  c r o w d  h a d  

g a t h e r e d .  P e o p l e  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  

a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a l s o  n e w s  r e 

p o r t e r s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  m i x e d  

w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e , — a l l  

w a i t i n g  w i t h  g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  

i n t e r e s t  t o  s e e  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n .

S l o w l y  t h e  t r a i n  r o l l e d  i n t o  t h e  

s t a t i o n  a n d  t h e n  a  t r u m p e t  w a s  

h e a r d  a n d  a  b a n d ,  a n d  u p  t o  t h e  

s t a t i o n  r o d e  a  t r o o p  o f  t h e  K i n g ’ s  

O w n  G u a r d s ,  r e s p l e n d a n t  i n  u n i 

f o r m s  o f  g o l d  a n d  s c a r l e t ,  a n d  

p o s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  

t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .

A s  t h e  i n v i t e d  g u e s t s  s t e p p e d  

f r o m  t h e  r a i l w a y  c a r ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  

a  f i t t i n g  w e l c o m e  f r o m  c o u r t  o f f i 

c i a l s ,  a n d  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  l u x 

u r i o u s  a u t o m o b i l e s  u s e d  b y  t h e  

r o y a l  f a m i l y .

T h e  b a n d  p l a y e d ,  t h e  c a m e r a s  

w h i r r e d ,  t h e  c r o w d  c h e e r e d  a n d  t h e  

p r o c e s s i o n  s t a r t e d  t o  t h e  c a s t l e ,  

s o l d i e r s  i n  f r o n t  a n d  b e h i n d ,  a n d  

g a i l y  c a p a r i s o n e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

g u a r d  p r a n c e d  a t  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  

b e w i l d e r e d  g u e s t s .

S o o n  t h e  g r e a t  d o o r s  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  

w e r e  r e a c h e d .  T h e y  w e r e  f l u n g  

o p e n  w i t h  w o n d r o u s  d i g n i t y ;  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s  a n d  g u e s t s  p r o c e e d e d  u n t i l  

a t  l a s t  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  R o y a l  

A p a r t m e n t s  a n d  w e r e  g r a c i o u s l y  

r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  K i n g ,  Q u e e n  a n d  

t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  s t a f f .

I n  t h e  o l d ,  l a r g e ,  g o t h i c  b a n q u e t  

h a l l  o f  t h e  C a s t l e ,  t h e  r o y a l  b a n q u e t  

w a s  o v e r ;  t h e  m u s i c  w a s  s t i l l e d ;  t h e  

Q u e e n  a n d  R o y a l  P r i n c e s  h a d  r e 

t i r e d  ;  t h e  t a b l e  w a s  c l e a r e d  a n d  n o w  

n o n e  b u t  t h e  n i n e  h o n o r e d  q u e s t s  

a n d  H i s  M a j e s t y  t h e  K i n g  r e 

m a i n e d .

Q u i e t l y  t h e  K i n g  a r o s e  a n d  t o  h i s  

q u e s t s  h e  s p o k e :

“ G e n t l e m e n  o f  V i s a l i a :  I  h a v e  

c a l l e d  y o u  t o  h e l p  m e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  s t a t e .  M a n y ,  s o  m a n y  o f  m y  

p e o p l e ,  m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  

a r e  i n  w a n t  a n d  d e s p a i r .  I t  i s  n o t  

r i g h t  t h a t  t h e  f e w  l i v e  i n  l u x u r i o u s  

w e a l t h  a n d  p l e n t y ,  w h i l e  s o  m a n y ,  

t h r o u g h  n o  f a u l t  o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  a r e  

w i t h o u t  t h e  j u s t  a n d  p r o p e r  n e c e s 

s i t i e s  o f  l i f e .

“ Y o u ,  m y  g u e s t s ,  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l  

m e n  o f  a f f a i r s .  Y o u  h a v e  p r o v e n  

y o u r  m a s t e r y  o v e r  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i 

t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i f e .  Y o u  

a r e  t h e  c h o s e n  o n e s  b e c a u s e  I  b e 

l i e v e  y o u  a r e  b e s t  a b l e  t o  h e l p  

o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  d i r e  t r o u b l e .

“ M y  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  p r o p e r  

a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  f o o d .  I t  i s  n o t  w e l l  

w i t h  a  c o u n t r y  w h e n  s o m e  h a v e  t o o  

m u c h  a n d  o t h e r s  t o o  l i t t l e .  M y
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heart bleeds and my tears flow for 
the women and little ones. I  want 
yon, gentlemen, to take over the 
problem and to ameliorate these 
sad conditions. I f  you will do this, 
you will be given power and auth
ority; power to assign public land 
for the raising of food; funds to 
erect shelters and institutions ; pow
er to manufacture or create necessi
ties of life; control of the distribu
tion of charities and authority to in
duce the indigent ones to work at 
any employment you may decide 
for them. At present a very large 
sum of money is spent for importa
tion of food supplies from foreign 
countries. Much of this food, I  be
lieve, can be produced at home ; thus 
giving work to the unemployed and 
retaining money here that is now 
spent abroad.

“ This is, in brief, the problem I  
wish you to solve. W ill you do 
this, not for me particularly, but 
for your country1?”

Smiling gently, the K ing sat 
down and waited for a reply. All 
were silent. A fter a few  minutes, 
a white haired, noble looking man 
arose and spoke. A ll present looked 
and listened intently.

“ My Liege Lord and Gentle
m en,” he began, in quiet, measured 
tones. “ Your plea for the hungry 
people, especially the little ones, has 
touched my heart. For months I  
have pondered over this matter. I  
too, have grieved over the unfortu
nate condition of the unemployed, 
but felt helpless to do anything to 
materially alleviate this unfortu
nate state of affairs. As far as I  
am concerned, most assuredly I am 
ready to pledge m yself and my 
financial resources to solve this 
momentous problem.”

The K ing arose and replied: ‘ ‘ Sir 
Simon, I thank you for your pledge 
of loyalty. I  will now leave you 
gentlemen to confer on this request 
of mine, and when you have your 
answer ready, send for me and I 
will return to receive it. ’ ’

Bowing gracefully, the King 
turned to leave the hall, all arising 
from their seats as he took his de
parture.

Seating themselves again they 
prepared to consider this momen
tous request of the King.

Presently an elderly man, fam
ous by reason of his wealth accu
mulated in the diamond fields of 
South Africa, arose, and said: “ I, 
too, am deeply impressed by this 
momentous question and the re
sponsibility of solving these tre
mendous economic inequalities, and 
in order to bring affairs to a focus, 
I  move that Sir Simon act as 
Chairman. ’ ’

Having been elected unanimously 
Sir Simon said: “ As some of you 
here present already know, I am 
a humble servant of one known as 
Baha’u ’llah, Who, a persecuted E x
ile of Persia, and a Prisoner of the 
Turkish Sultan, immured for many 
years in the desolate prison of 
’Akka, gave to the world such sub
lime teachings that if  put into prac
tice they would without doubt end 
poverty, misery and prejudice 
amongst mankind, and make our 
distracted country a haven of peace 
and joy. So far as lies in my 
power I  am willing to give my life  
and my all that by such measures 
these depressing and dangerous 
social conditions may be ended and 
a new era of prosperity and con
tentment reign. Therefore, I am 
now going to call upon each one
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of you separately to candidly state 
your attitude toward this problem 
and my proposed solution thereof, 
and to also state whether or not you 
are prepared to serve faithfully  
and if  necessary to give of your 
own wealth in raising our sub
merged people to comfort and a 
greater prosperity.’’

Commencing with the guest on 
his right hand, one by one, the 
guests arose. All deplored the 
need of such action and declared 
that he was prepared to serve and 
give to his utmost ability.

The room was silent. Then the 
Chairman touched a bell near him, 
a court official appeared: “ Kindly 
inform H is Majesty the King, that 
we are prepared to answer his 
question in the affirmative.” The 
court official bowed and left the 
hall. A  pause ensued, each one of 
the guests seemed lost in contem
plation of the problem. A fter a 
wait of about fifteen minutes the 
messenger returned and sa id : 
“ Gentlemen of Visalia, I  request 
you all to follow me. ’ ’

In  a  s t a t e l y  hall was gathered 
the Court of Visalia Empire.

Seated on thrones of gold sat the 
King and Queen. To right and left 
were the court officials, the royal 
princes and princesses, the Prime 
Minister and many nobles of the 
lan d ; all glittering with golden uni
forms and scintillating jewels, 
robes and badges and regalia of 
noble orders. Into the rear of the 
hall came a procession headed by 
the Grand Chamberlain with his 
wand of office, followed by the nine 
honored guests, who were brought 
near to the dais on which the 
thrones were placed. The King

arose in regal splendor and said: 
“ Gentlemen of Visalia have you 

a statement to make?
Sir Simon stepped forward and 

replied: “ My Liege Lord, we have 
all agreed to serve you as you re
quested without any reservation 
what-so-ever in respect to personal 
obedience or personal resources. 
We are prepared to give you our 
utmost in loving service, so that 
our country and its people may 
prosper and that the cry of hunger 
and despair may be stilled.”

The K in g’s voice trembled and 
a glistening tear rolled down his 
cheek as he simply said: “ Gentle
men, I  thank you” .

Turning to the Chamberlain he 
said: “ Present these gentlemen to 
me one by one and record their 
names on a scroll of honor.”

A t a signal from the King, the 
Court arose and as the Chamberlain 
brought Sir Simon to the dais, he 
said: “ Your Majesty, I  present to 
you Sir Simon.” To Sir Simon, 
he said: “ Kneel on your right 
knee.”

As he knelt, His Majesty the 
King struck him thrice on the 
shoulder with a gleaming sword and 
said: “ Rise, Sir Simon. I  pro
claim you a true knight of the Or
der of the Servants of Mankind; 
and you shall be known henceforth 
as the servant of the K ing.”

Each, one by one, received the 
accolade from the K in g’s hand.

When the ceremony was over, the 
Prime Minister stepped forward 
and spoke: “ Sir Knights and F irst 
Members of this new order, “ The 
Servants of the K ing,” I  not only 
congratulate you upon these honors 
so liberally showered upon you, but 
especially I wish to say that to
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serve mankind is the highest sta
tion that man may attain. I  shall 
look for you at the House of Lords 
in Vidalion two days from hence, 
where the necessary authority will 
be given to you. In closing may we 
assure you that we, the officers of 
the Empire, shall gladly co-operate 
and serve with you in every pos
sible w ay.”

Slowly the procession wended its 
way from the ancient hall to the 
outer w orld; each new knight; each 
“ Servant of the K ing,” deeply 
moved and in the depths of his 
heart pledging himself to faithful 
service.

N i k e t e e n  y e a k s  have passed since 
those Servants of the K ing received 
their accolade and began their lab
ors. Having been given ample and 
autocratic authority by the people 
through the proper legislative body, 
and nobly supported by the King, 
they have served effectively, wise
ly and even lovingly. No longer 
is the cry of hungry children heard 
in the land! No longer do tears fall 
from the eyes of starving orphans 
or bereaved widows and m others!

Instead smiling content beams 
from the faces of the workers, for, 
strange to say all are workers now. 
No longer do the idle rich pass in 
opulent array and with an attitude 
of superiority. No longer do idle 
parasites live on unearned incomes, 
for all conceive it a spiritual duty 
to render to their community and 
country some benefits of their in
dustry. All, according to the 
B aha’i teachings, seek after that 
which confers the greatest dignity 
and blessing, namely, to be a ser
vant of humanity. They know, too, 
that Baha’u ’llah has said that all

work accomplished in sincerity, is 
accepted by God as an act of wor
ship.

In place of barren fields, feeding 
a few sheep, we see miles and miles 
of waving wheat and oats. In place 
of slums, rows of cottages adorned 
with flowers. Large technical 
schools surrounded by fields of ver
dant green are in every county; and 
sleek herds of cows and sheep gaze 
from the feed lots as trains pass 
swiftly by.

For all has changed. New meth
ods have superceded the old. In
tensive husbandry is the new way 
for every available acre is brought 
to its fullest fertility, and every 
man, woman and child gives of his 
best for the welfare of all.

The most striking change is the 
entire absence of poverty. Every 
one is assured of a livelihood, it be
ing the Government’s responsibility 
to see that all have employment, and 
if this is not possible, to insure at 
least the necessities of life for every 
citizen.

All children are properly fed and 
housed, rich or poor, and educated 
according to each one’s capacity 
and qualities. The graduates of the 
technical schools are called for all 
over the world for they are well 
equipped and understand the high
est and most advanced methods in 
agriculture and science.

Another striking change is the 
absence of the open barroom, and 
the complete abolition of distilled 
beverages among all classes and 
in all societies; thus saving tons 
of cereals for human and animal 
consumption.

A  heavenly, heart realization of 
the brotherhood of man has result
ed in the actual living of this great
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teaching. No longer is there com
petition, but co-operation is the law  
of the national life.

Yes, the “ S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  K i n g ”  
have nobly done their work; and 
as death depletes their ranks, others 
with altruistic ideals and great 
abilities take their place, for they, 
too, have been touched by the Spirit 
of the New Age, and they have 
witnessed how wonderfully the en

tire social order can be re-formed 
through the application of the di
vine teachings. They have come to 
realize that this is the reason why 
the Prophets of God are sent to 
the world, and why those who walk 
in Their footsteps have “ life and 
life more abundantly” daily. Hearts 
have been changed and the awaken
ed ones “ give light and comfort 
to their fellow human beings.”

F R O M  T H E  P L A T F O R M

D o r is  M c K a y

Report of an Inter-Racial Amity Conference held at Rochester, N. Y., March 8, 1929, one of a series of Conferences organized and arranged by the National Bahai Committee of Inter-Racial Amity, in the leading cities of the United States and Canada, the purpose of which as stated on the program is, “the promotion of good will, understanding and friendly co-operation among people of varied races. The attitude of interracial amity has a direct bearing upon the peace of the world. Only upon a spiritual foundation can the security of all races and nations be permanently built.”

T sat on the platform in the humble 
but indispensable office of chair

man and watched the people come 
in. To say why each came would be 
to write a hundred volumes of hu
man history. They came generous
ly, w istfully or courageously, cyni
cally or hopefully. They drifted in 
and the room looked like a checker 
board. Some bore the look of those 
about to wake from slumber, some 
faces shone with love, most faces 
were still. It was a matter of con
jecture what feelings bubbled be
neath the enigmatic exterior, what 
thoughts flashed in the night from  
the sending stations behind the 
foreheads mahogany, or cream, or 
white.

W as it an intellectual appeal that 
brought them here? Had they 
grasped something of the truth 
about the New Negro, his needs and 
his demands ? Did they foresee the

growth of a New White Man de
stined to be the Trother of the new 
negro, and that the new negro 
should clash with the old conditions, 
and that the new white man should 
arise to help him unfold his life? 
Or did they come with the ancient 
emotional urge, to know and to be 
understood, to give and to accept?

On the platform sat two men rep
resenting two races. One was a 
young white minister for whom to 
have an idea meant to perform an 
act. Sympathetic brown eyes, the 
high daring nose of one who leads 
others also to action, tall, with 
broad shoulders, a smile of boyish 
naivete—he was quite plainly of the 
New Pace, product of the twentieth 
century, fruit of the unknowing 
past. On the other side sat a dark 
man, dignified and calm.

The choir from the African Zion 
Church ranged itself beside the
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platform and sang in their rich 
harmonizing voices. The minister 
of their church, a young man six  
months away from the different life  
of Charleston, S. C., offered a rever
ent invocation.

Then upon silence fell the words 
of one who had traveled the coun
try over interpreting the message 
of true brotherhood. They listened  
to the words of ’Abdu’1-Baha:

“ In the human kingdom there 
are points of contact, properties 
common to all mankind; likewise 
points of distinction which separate 
race from race, individual from in
dividual. I f  the points of contact 
which are the common properties of 
humanity overcome the peculiar 
points of distinction, unity is as
sured. On the other hand if the 
points of differentiation overcome 
the points of agreement, disunion 
and weakness result. One of the 
important questions which affect 
the unity and solidarity of human
kind is the fellowship and equality 
of the white and colored races. Be
tween these two races certain points 
of agreement and points of distinc
tion exist which warrant just and 
mutual consideration. In physical 
bodies, sense endowment, intelli
gence, patriotism, language, citi
zenship, civilization and religion 
you are one and the same. A  single 
point of distinction exists; that of 
racial color. God is not pleased 
with, neither should any reasonable 
or intelligent man be willing to 
recognize inequality in the races 
because of this distinction.”

The young white minister came 
down from the platform and stood 
in front of the people. He told 
them about a plate of beans. The 
colored laundress had eaten only

part of them and his mother had 
passed them over for her hungry 
little boy’s second helping. He told 
them of the little colored play
mates he had had, and of the color
ed iceman who was his friend, to 
see whom is still part of the satis
faction of a visit home, of his 
Chinese college room mate, still his 
intimate friend. He told them of 
his having been chaplain in the Ar
my of Occupation and how he had 
lived among the people of Germany, 
Italy, France, Belgium, Austria and 
England, and had found all lovable, 
had been kindly treated by all, had 
found a common ground, a common 
bond. Then of his marriage back 
in America and who came. Profes
sors, students and laborers of vari
ous nationalities made up the aud
ience. The ushers consisted of a 
Chinese, a Japanese, a Frenchman 
and an American. The ring bearer 
was the small son of a W est Indian 
Negro who in the glory of white 
gloves presented the rings at the 
proper moment.

He said, “ From my experiences 
I have learned that the door should 
be opened to a ll.”

During his recital a change had 
come over the rows of listeners. 
Their faces came out of their ob
scurity. Eyes danced with enjoy
ment. Lost in his sparkling nar
rative, self-consciousness vanished 
for the rest of the evening. Mind 
leaped to mind. A  sweet-faced 
white lady down in front nodded 
and smiled, the four dark skinned 
ministers listened with keen intel
lectual appreciation. Into the eyes 
of the secretary of the Negro 
Y. W. C. A., came a dreamy look 
softer than that which her busy ex
ecutive position had made habitual.
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On the face of the organist of the 
African Zion Church came the look 
that music brings. White co-opera
tive leaders were there, their names 
well-known to the progressive grow
ing city. They gave their sanction. 
I  began to notice the eyes of a young 
woman named Ruth, a singer in the 
choir. They became caressing. They 
became as beautiful as jewels. Yet 
early in the evening they had shown 
the veiled opacity of self-defense. 
We exchanged looks and smiles.

It seemed as if  joy swept its 
wings across the room. It was like 
the prelude to adventure. I t  was as 
if  one had found the golden key 
which would unlock a certain door 
behind which treasure lay. Patience 
it took to find the key, courage to 
turn it in the keyhole where it just 
fitted—to the open door! Inside 
was found that for which each one 
had secretly yearned, that which a 
wise Creator had left undeveloped 
in one race that it might be sup
plied by another in gracious inter
change.

The bounty of fulfillment made 
itself heard like an augury in the 
midst of startled joy. The chairman 
told of her International Bed where 
a Hindu, a Persian-Indian Muham
madan, a Negro, two Chinese and 
several Persians at different times 
had slept, and of the enrichment of 
life which had come from the 
friendships with these most wel
come guests. Yellow, black or cream 
—they had been as one guest in the 
contribution each had brought, said 
the speaker, when around the hos
pitable hearth our minds and souls 
had leaped together to new levels 
of understanding. Life for one race 
without the others is like living in 
a two-dimensional plane. A  crack

becomes an insurmountable wall. 
Surface there is—that only—and 
that which is lacked is not known.

A x o t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  was sung, and 
then the dark man spoke on 
the subject of anthropology. He 
showed by scientific argument back
ed by men of prominence that the 
human race is one and that pig
ment, that sable bar sinister, is but 
a geographical record of experi
ences ages old; that the true bar 
sinister is ignorance and oppres
sion and injustice—that before the 
attack of education and an equal 
chance these superstitions will 
crumble.

Into the eyes of some there seem
ed to come a look of release. Had 
this doubt of equality so subtly 
planted by the white man in his 
stand for supremacy shed a little 
of its poison in any humble heart of 
simplicity? Is it not to slay this se
cret fear that men. at times take 
arms against their oppressors? The 
white man has said he is superior. 
Is he not caught now in his own sci
entific mistake? In his dangerous 
and cruel mistake ? It was as though 
it had been said, Walk forth as free  
men. Freed from the burden of in
sinuation of inferiority, in the light 
of science, no longer need you feel 
the yoke of the ignorance and su
perstition of the race whose guests 
you were. Before you stretches the 
long road of progress along which, 
laden as you were, you have trav
eled with incredible swiftness. Be 
part of the New Age which awaits, 
expectantly, your indispensable 
contribution.

I heard the National Negro An
them for the first time then. It rang 
around the room, perhaps sixty
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voices pouring out their imperish
able spirit in song. It seemed as if  
the walls would burst with the vol
ume of the triumph of that song. 
S p i r i t u a l  t r i u m p h .  There was song 
and nothing but son g:

. . . “Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea, 
Sing a song full of the faith that 

the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the 

present has brought us;
Pacing the rising sun of our new day 

begun,
Let us march on ’till victory is won.”

This song is almost unbearably 
beautiful because it breathes the 
spirit of a people who have been 
persecuted:

“. . . We have come over a way that 
with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path 
through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past . . . ”

In the last verse the voices soft
ened, rich overtones deepened. 
There blended into that flaming 
stream of tonal beauty the sound of 
the crooning of lullabies, the whis
per of the wind blowing in the tops 
of tropical trees, the sigh which 
comes when triumph turns to pray
er—the murmur of many weary

people thanking God for rest.
“God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on 

the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray, 
Lest our feet stray from the places, 

our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine 

of the world, we forget Thee. . .”

The song had not vanished quite. 
There was no sound; yet, to keen
er ears than ours the song lived on. 
Liberated from those dusky, sing
ing throats, it fled to touch the 
sounding stations of what hearts 
we do not know. The Holy Spirit 
took this form. Those after echoes 
were the Voice of God inviting all 
His chickens once more beneath His 
wings.

The tide of mauve and gold (there 
is no brown) crested with white, 
arose to surge around our island, 
the platform. We met in fellowship 
precious and rare, in the Day of the 
coming together of all peoples, in 
the Day of Baha’u ’llah. And in this 
greater vision that which was for
got was— c o lo r .

T h is  ha d  been  a m e e tin g  o f  the  
h u m a n  race.

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

“God the Almighty has created all mankind from the dust of earth. He has fash
ioned them all from the same elements; they are descended from the same race and live 
upon the same globe. He has created them to dwell beneath the one heaven. As mem
bers of the human family and His children, He has endowed them with equal suscep
tibilities. He maintains, protects, and is kind to all. He has made no distinction in 
mercies and graces among His children. With impartial love and wisdom He has sent 
forth His Prophets and divine teachings.

“The Collective Center has always appeared in the East. His Holiness Abraham, 
His Holiness Moses, His Holiness Jesus Christ, His Holiness Muhammad, were Col
lective Centers of Their day and time, and all arose in the East.

“Today His Holiness Bahâ’u’llâh is the Collective Center of unity for all mankind 
and the splendor of His light has likewise dawned from the East.”—’AbduT-Bahâ.
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“ I f  one looks for praisew orthy results and w ishes to pro
duce eternal effects, let him make an exceeding effort that Glreen 
Acre m ay become an assem blage of the W ord of God and a 
gathering place for the spiritual ones of the heavenly world  
. . . . E very  year a number of the beloved ones and m aid
servants of the M erciful m ust go to Green Acre and raise the 
divine call there. The more who go the better.”— ’A bdu’l-Baha.

G R E E N  A C R E  
T h e  B a h a T S u m m e b  Colony

G b e e n  A cre, known throughout 
the world, is property owned by the 
B a h a ’is, and is used by them for  
the B ah a’i Summer Colony. I t  is 
situated on the beautiful P iscataqua  
river in E liot, Maine, about three 
m iles distant from  the thriving little  
city  of Portsm outh, N. H.

The season of 1929 w ill open on 
Ju ly  first. M any of the activities  
th is year w ill center in Fellow ship  
H ouse where B ah a’is, nonB aha’is  
and their friends w ill be cordially  
welcomed. Probably the m ost im 
portant activity w ill be the Summer 
School w ith its m any classes. Some 
o f the subjects which w ill be d is
cussed and taught are: “ the cor
relation of B ah a’i ideals w ith mod
ern thought; the higher criticism  
and study of Bible h isto ry ; the h is
tory  of religions of the p ast; com
parative religions and the science of 
re lig io n s; the comparison of human 
and divine econom ics; and training  
classes for speakers and teachers.”

M aterial and divine civilization  
go hand in hand at Green Acre—  
the prim ary object of this com
m unity being to teach by word and 
deed the essential principles of the

R eality upon which the B ah a’i 
M ovement is founded, revolving  
around the three basic truths, nam e
ly— The Oneness of God, the one
ness of religion, and the oneness of 
mankind.

’A bdu’l-Baha said: “ A s to Green 
Acre— it is indeed an im portant 
spot. Far-reaching consequences 
shall result from  the gatherings at 
that spot. * # * Its charm and
wonder lie in th is— that it m ay be
come the Center of the B ah a’is.

Those who have had the priv i
lege of long seasons of rest in  this 
ideal center, are looking forw ard to 
vacationing there where a spiritual 
atmosphere and spiritual vibrations 
are expected. A ll are urged to 
spend their vacation in Green Acre, 
as far as possible, and thus help in  
every w ay they can to enlighten  
those who are eager to “ hearken to 
the call of universal peace, to the 
declaration of the oneness of the 
world of humanity, to the annihila
tion of estrangem ent and the hoist
ing of the standard of affection. The 
m ajority of the people are ready to 
listen  to the divine teach ings.”
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W HENCE COMES THE LIGHT
C H A P T E R  II. Baha’u’llah the Prophet 

L oitlie A. M a t h e w s

_ “The Centers of progress fo r each age are the M anifestations of God as seen in 
H is Prophets. In whatever country or a t w hatever time They appear, They are the 
focus of the creational day, for as the sun in the m aterial heaven develops the ma
terial beings, so do these Spiritual Suns develop the world of - minds and souls.”—  
’Abdu’l-Bahd.

A S it was w ritten came “ Him  
whom God shall m an ifest.” 

Follow ing the Dawn, the R isen Sun 
bringing* to life  a N ew  Day.

It  was in Tihran in the year 1817 
that the L ight of the W orld appear
ed. H usayn Ali, known throughout 
the world as B ah a’u ’llah, Glory of 
God, belonged to the noble fam ily  
of Noorhis. H is father, though a 
m inister of state, was im poverished  
by excessive taxation and unable to 
give B ah a’u ’llah an education be
fitting his rank. N evertheless, in  
childhood H is ethical genius start
led men of all ages who gathered to 
listen  to H is heavenly utterances, 
held by an irresistib le power of at
traction.

The inner connection between the 
M essenger of God and H is H erald  
cannot be fathom ed, but the allegi
ance that brought Christ to the feet  
of John the B aptist again brought 
B ah a’u ’llah to the feet of the Bab.

Traveling from  city to city, Baha
’u ’llah announced the principles of 
the Bab— principles that struck at 
the core of dogm atic Islam — and 
the fam e of H is reasoning and the 
eloquence of H is words provoked a 
veritable turmoil am ong religious 
leaders.

The m artyrdom  of the Bab caused  
P ersia  to tremble. F anatical minds 
became unbalanced like, for in
stance, a Babi youth who attem pt

ed the life  of the Shah. The Shah 
was unhurt but this deed brought 
about a terrible slaughter. A  
M achiavellian scheme w as devised  
whereby all classes of society were 
made responsible for the bloodshed  
of the Babis. Each division was 
accountable for a certain number of 
deaths and it was further signified  
that the Shah would estim ate loy
alty  to his person by the ferocity  
of torture inflicted on the victim s. 
This plot protected all executioners 
Thus thousands of m en and women 
were tortured in the public squares 
throughout the land.

A s soon as news of the attack on 
the Shah reached K iyaveran, where 
B ah a’u ’llah w as speaking openly—  
(although twice im prisoned and 
undergoing the torture of the bas
tinado) H e m ounted horse, rode 
into the im perial camp, threw down 
the reins and gave H im self up.

A n entire regim ent was detailed  
to guard Him.

N ext day the procession m oved  
towards Tihran. The soldiers rude
ly  hurried the prisoner along the 
road— iron chains im peded every  
step— a ferocious sun beat upon 
H is bared head. A t length the dis
m al prison of Tihran.

The gaoler led the prisoner down 
three flights of narrow steps into 
a dungeon. In  th is tomb w ith no 
other outlet than the door by which
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they entered were a lmndred and 
fifty  men—thieves and assassins. 
The chains from  B ah a’u ’Hall’s neck 
and arms were fastened  to the 
ground. Darkness blotted out 
m isery.

In  the m idst of desolation God 
revealed to B ah a’u ’llah H is m is
sion. “ During the days when I  was 
im prisoned in  the land of Ta, al
though the torm ent of the chains 
and the stifling atm osphere allowed  
me little  sleep, still occasionally it 
befell that upon raising m y head, 
som ething flowed over m y breast, 
even as a m ighty torrent which de
scending from  the summit of a lo fty  
m ountain distributes itse lf  over 
the earth. Then all m y limbs were 
aflame. A t such moments m y ton
gue repeated what m ortal ears 
could not hear. . . . One night of 
nights, in a dream these supreme 
words saluted me from  all sides: 
‘V erily , we shall make thee v ic
torious by thyself, and by thy pen. 
Sorrow  not for that which has be
fallen  thee, and have no fear. Truly  
thou art of those who are secure. 
E re long the Lord shall send forth  
and reveal the treasures of the 
earth .’ ”

In  a tablet to the Shah: “ Oh 
Shah, in truth I  was as an ordinary  
m an asleep upon m y couch, when  
the breezes of the Most Glorious 
passed  over me, giving understand
ing  of that which has been. This 
thing is  not from  me, but from  One 
m ighty and all-knowing. H e it was 
who ordered me to sound the P ro 
clam ation between e a r t h  a n d  
heaven, . . .  I  have not studied  
science, nor have I  entered college 
. . . This is  a leaf which the breezes 
of the w ill of your God, the m ighty, 
the extolled, have stirred. Can it  be

still when the rushing winds blow?
. . . H is im perial command it was, 
which obliged me to speak for H is 
celebration among the n ation s.”

A fter four m onths B ah a’u ’llah  
w as brought before a tribunal. 
Nothing could be proved against 
Him, but the authorities apprehend
ing the influence of th is fearless  
leader banished H im  from  P ersia . 
W ith fam ily and retainers B ah a’u ’
llah was exiled to Baghdad. H e did  
not speak concerning the station  
God had revealed but set about in
structing the Babis in peace and 
non-retaliation. E very  household  
mourned a m artyr and B ah a’u ’llah 
counselled: “ I f  ye be slain for H is 
good pleasure, verily, it is better  
for ye than that ye s la y .” Thus 
He turned the hearts of the people  
from  revenge towards true victory.

II

A  y e a r  p a s s e d . From  every side 
strife and confusion pressed upon  
the Illum ined One. Now H e •with
drew to the w ilderness of K urdis
tan* for the space of two years.

It was a land of desolation avoid
ed by trave lers; only occasional 
wild shepherds led their flocks over 
the grey rocks. Food and water  
were scarce. W inter -winds w hip
ped the ground and the p itiless  
summer sun cast no shadows. A  
cave became the P rop h et’s resting- 
place and the bare m ountain top H is 
temple.

In solitude He experienced true 
joy. The precious tablet of the Bab  
rested upon H im  like a m antle— a 
mantle beneath which the world was 
to be sheltered.

B ah a’u ’llah turned from  life  as

* Sulaymaniyy ah.
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an expression of personal w ill and 
advanced5 with outstretched arms 
to m eet the destiny ordained by 
God.

N ow  the days of w aiting were ac
complished. Coming down from  
the m ountain the B lessed  P erfection  
pitched H is tent in a flowering gar
den on the slopes of the river T ig 
ris. H ere in fu ll m ajesty, nineteen  
years after the B a b ’s proclam ation, 
B ah a’u ’llah announced H im self as 
‘H im  whom God shall m an ifest.’

B ah a’u ’llah ’s teachings, 1 i k e 
C hrist’s, were far  in  advance of the 
tim es and endangered orthodox 
Muhammadan theology. H is prince
ly  rank alone saved H im  from  
death. A s a compromise, i t  was 
decided to transfer the fa ith fu l 
band from  Baghdad to Constan
tinople.

But in  spite of every precaution  
enthusiasm  for the new doctrines 
spread and w axed strong.

Again the officials became un
easy. B ah a’u ’llah was next driven  
to Adrianople and finally sentenced  
to the penal city  of ’Alika for life.

The Babis had been scattered  
and were not now m aking any open  
proselyting, thus the government 
believed that this banishm ent of 
seventy would com pletely annihilate  
the movement. H ow  little  did they  
realize the divine p la n !

W hen sentenced to ’Akka Baha
’u ’llah had already been fifteen  
years in  exile. E ach decree had  
driven the fa ithfu l ones further and 
further from  their native land, 
Persia. Picturing the m arches into 
exile im agination quails! Four  
months in  the rigors of winter w ith  
scant food and clothing brought 
them to Baghdad. These horrors 
were repeated during the journey  
from  Baghdad to Constantinople.

Although the distance from  Con
stantinople to Adrianople was trav
ersed in  a week they nearly per
ished from  exposure to  a raging  
snowstorm —while the journey from  
Adrianople to G allipoli and thence 
to P alestine was in  the tropical heat 
of August.

I l l
T h e  C it y  on ’A k k a  toward which 

the O ppressed One now set sail was 
used by P ersia  and Turkey for poli
tical prisoners and served the defi
nite purpose of ridding these gov
ernments of m en whose lives they  
feared to take. It was of evil re
pute. B irds flying above its fever- 
ridden m arshes were known to 
drop dead, while the stagnant water 
was a harbinger of death. Baha
’u ’llah speaks of it  as “ The m etro
polis of the ow l.”

A fter  B ah a’u ’lla h ’s arrival in  
Palestine, h o w e v e  r, the Gulf 
Stream  by degrees changed its  
course, sw eeping aw ay the rotting  
banks of seaweed from  the sands 
and re-charging the deadened clim 
ate. The beauty and com fort of 
P alestine were further made possi
ble by piping w ater from  the moun
tains. This w as first accom plished  
in  ’Akka at the suggestion of Baha
’u ’llah, and later in Jerusalem  by  
the English.

’A b du’l-Baha, in 1914, drew a 
picture of the future of ’Akka and 
H aifa  in  these words:* “ This sem i
circular bay will be transform ed in
to the finest harbor, wherein the 
ships of all nations w ill seek shelter. 
H ither w ill come thousands of men 
and wom en from  every part of the 
globe. The m ountain and the plain  
w ill be dotted w ith v illas and pal-

*“B aha’u’llah and the N ew  E ra.”—  
Esslem ont. . .
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aces. Industries w ill be established, 
as w ell as institutions of learning  
and philanthropy. W onderful gar
dens, orchards, groves and parks 
w ill spring up everywhere. A t 
night the great city w ill be lighted  
by electricity. The entire harbor 
from  ’Akka to H aifa  w ill be a path  
of illum ination. Pow erful search
lights w ill be placed on either side 
of M ount Carmel to guide the 
steam ers. Mount Carmel itself will 
be subm erged in a sea of lig h t.”

In  Persia , follow ers of the Light 
of the W orld were asking each 
other: “ W here is H e hidden?” 
Their hearts were much oppressed. 
A t length came the dire news of im
prisonm ent in  ’Akka!

’Akka! W hence none returned!
Unable to bear the separation and 

fearing  lest even now they would  
arrive too late, pilgrim s set out on 
foot.

A fter  m onths of travel and hard
ship the city came in sight, but its  
gates were closed against them. 
Standing on a plain beyond the 
third m oat, B ah a’u ’llah ’s prison  
window could be seen and folds of 
w hite raim ent as he raised H is arm  
in blessing. Cherishing this silent 
communion they turned and re
crossed the frontiers.

Then it was, to comfort the be
lievers, that B ah a’u ’llah made the 
prom ise: “ F ear not, these doors
shall be opened. M y tent shall be 
pitched upon Mount Carmel and the 
utm ost joy be realized .” And this 
came to pass.

IV
T h e  po w e r  op  god alone sustains 

and suffices the Prophets, enabling 
them  to spread H is M essage not
w ithstanding m an ’s persecution. 
From  a hillside in Judea, Jesus  
overturned the Roman Em pire.

Speaking to a humble few , the whole 
world harkened.

From  narrow cells of unfriendly  
stone without the com fort of the sky  
above him, B ah á’u ’lláh declared  
that H e was a M essenger of God, 
sent to explain the holy books of 
all religions and to prove the one
ness of their m essage, to un ify  m an
kind and bring about the M ost 
Great Peace.

The Illum ined One sent forth  
m ighty letters that crumbled fa lse 
hood, announcing to kings and po
tentates the advent of a N ew  D ay, 
a great New Era. H e warned N a
poleon III , K aiser Frederick III , 
and the Czar A lexander II , that 
their thrones would fall. H e wrote  
Pius IX  that the tem poral power of 
the Popes was waning and the T ur
kish Sultan, Abd-ul-Aziz, that his 
regim e would be overturned. W ith  
the Shah, M uzaffaru’d - Din, H e  
plead the cause of the oppressed. 
E ven as far as these U nited States  
a tablet was sent to P resident Grant 
containing these w ords: “ Adorn  
the temple of your dominion w ith  
the embroidered garm ent of justice  
and v irtu e .”

The creative word of the Prophet 
reverberated around the world, 
pulses quickened, pure hearts took  
courage. This radiant m essage  
penetrated the sensitive m ind of the 
saint, the scientist and the poet. 
Each interpreted it  in  h is own lang
uage. Peace and goodwill again  
heralded a new spiritual spring
time.

Only one Occidental has looked  
upon the face of B ah á’u ’lláh— the 
fam ous Prof. E . G. Browne. H e  
thus narrates his mem orable im 
p ression *: “ The face of him  on

*“The Traveller’s N arrative,*— E . G. 
Browne.
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whom I  gazed I  can never forget, 
though I  cannot describe it. Those 
piercing eyes seem ed to read on e’s 
very soul; power and m ajesty  sat on 
that ample brow; while the deep 
lines on the forehead and face im 
plied an age that the jet-black hair 
. . . seemed to belie. No need to 
ask in whose presence I  stood, as I  
bowed m yself before one who is the 
object of a devotion and love which 
kings m ight envy and emperors 
sigh for in v a in .”

The story of prison doors flung 
open during the last years of Baha
’u ’llah ’s life  is in itse lf  an epic, here 
but briefly told.

One day, after long years of rigid  
confinement, B ah a’u ’llah exclaimed: 
“ I  have not gazed on any green  
thing for nine years. The country 
is the world of the soul, the city is 
the world of the body.”

W hen these words reached the 
ears of ’A bdu’l-Baha H e knew that 
the tim e for fulfillm ent of prophecy 
was at hand and that B ah a’u ’llah ’s 
days in  the M ost Great P rison  were 
drawing to a close.

North of the city of ’Akka was 
a palace fa lling  into ruin, surround
ed by gardens interlaced w ith run
ning brooks. It was owned by a 
Muhammadan nam ed Pasha Saf- 
wat who was unfriendly to the cause 
of B ah a’u ’llah. N ever t h e 1 e s s, 
’A bdu’l-Baha sought him  and asked 
i f  M azra’ih could be leased  for a 
sm all sum of money. A t first the 
man refused, then abruptly chang
ing his mind, consented.

’Abdu ’1-Baha determ ined to v isit  
the palace, despite repeated injunc
tions that prisoners m ust not jour
ney beyond the city  w alls. Accord
ingly, one m orning H e set out, pas
sing the gates doubly guarded by

sentinels. None m olested Him. 
W alking the distance of four m iles, 
He reached the palace of M azra’ih. 
The roof had fa llen  in and the gar
den was but a tangle, yet the beauty  
of the place was apparent. He im 
m ediately set about m aking the nec
essary repairs.

W hen all was in readiness He 
went to B ah a’u ’llah, pleading: 
“ The palace of M azra’ih is ready. 
W ill you com e?”

Slow ly B a h a ’u ’llah replied: “ I  
am a prison er.”

The M aster persisted , but as 
often as the entreaty was made, H is 
Father answ ered: “ I cannot. I  am  
a prisoner. ’ ’

’A bdu’l-Baha, in  no w ay discour
aged, set the whole m atter before a 
certain Muhammadan Shaykh who 
dearly loved B a h a ’u ’llah, counsell
ing him  in this w is e : ‘ ‘ Go, tonight, 
into H is H oly Presence, fa ll on 
your knees, take hold of H is hands 
and do not forbear until He prom 
ises to leave the c ity .”

Accordingly, at n ightfall, the 
Shaykh w ent to B ah a’u ’llah and 
sitting’ close beside Him  took hold  
of H is hands, beseeching: “ W hy  
will you not come aw ay?”

A gain B ah a’u ’llah rep lied : “ I  am 
a prisoner.”

The friend lovingly  kissed H is 
hands and cried out: “ God forbid. 
Who has the power to make of You 
a prisoner? I  beg of You to come 
to the palace. I t  is  beautiful and 
verdant there. The trees are in leaf 
and the oranges like balls of fire !” 

F or a whole hour the Shaykh be
sought H im  and would not desist 
until Baha ’u ’llah bowed H is head in  
acquiescence: “  So be it. ”

The consent of B ah a’u ’llah left  
but one obstacle to overcome. H ow
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should the four miles be traversed! 
After so many years of confinement 
would the Prisoner be able to go on 
foot? Abdu’l-Baha searched ’Akka 
and Haifa until at length an old car
riage was unearthed, its parts as
sembled and in it they drove to 
Bahji, unmolested. Alone the Mas
ter returned to the prison.

The Prophet of God remained in 
t h e s e  lovely surroundings two 
years. Suddenly an epidemic broke 
out and the country-side was de
serted. Thus the family was en
abled to buy for a song a certain 
house in another part of Bahji. 
Here the prisoner came and dwelt. 
Near by was a garden—the Garden 
of Ridvan—the place of destiny. 
This space of flowers on the shores 
of Palestine is our heritage. Here 
the sun patterns bright leaves on 
white paths and night draws forth 
perfume from the jasmine and the 
rose. The ancient Persian saying 
becomes a reality: “ Blessed is the 
one who visits ’Akka and blessed is 
the one who has visited the visitor 
of ’Akka.”

The promise of long ago was now 
fulfilled. Baha’u ’llah often with
drew to Mount Carmel for prayer, 
and the deathless stars beheld a

radiance ascending from earth to 
heaven.

The bestowals of God through 
His Prophet emerged and took their 
ordered places in the universe. 
Baha’u ’llah had poured light upon 
mankind for seventy-five years. As 
the appointed hour for the with
drawal of His spirit approached, 
He placed the lamp of guidance in 
the hand of ’Abdu’l-Baha, saying: 
“ Verily, ’Abdu’l-Baha is Myself; 
the shining place of My Identity; 
the east of My Cause, the heaven of 
My Bounty; the sea of My Will, 
the lamp of My Guidance, the path 
of My Justice, and the standard of 
My Love.”

Sent by God with a message of 
truth, Baha’u ’llah remained a prey 
to man’s ignorance all the days of 
His life. Nevertheless, His majesty 
could not be hidden and His nobility 
compelled universal recognition.

Prisoner of two despots, the Ser
vant of God fearlessly rebuked 
them. Eulers of Palestine would 
humbly beg the honor of attaining 
an audience with Him Whom they 
had imprisoned. All men, from the 
highest to the lowest, bore witness 
to the fact that Baha’u ’llah was in 
reality no captive, but in truth a 
King of Kings.

73

“ The sun emanates from itself and does not draio its light from 
other sources. The Divine Teachers have the innate light; they have 
knowledge and understanding of all things in the universe, the rest of 
the world receives its light from them, and through them the arts and 
sciences are revived in each age.

“ How can those who depend on mortals he divine messengers^ 
How can a lamp which has to he lighted he eternal? The Divine 
Teacher does not come to acquire knowledge, for this Tree of Life is a 
fruit tree by birth and not through grafting. Behold the sacred tree 
which spreads its shade over the whole world! This is the mission of 
Bahâ'u’llâh, for under this tree all questions are solved.”

’Abdu’l-Bahâ
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THE COMPLETENESS OF GOD’S WILL
W il h e l m  F. M adsen

The author is a medical student specializing in anatomy a t a college in California. 
He is also a member of the Baha’i  Junior Assembly, and is a deep student of both science 
and religion.

W HEN one is doing laboratory 
work and looks through a 

microscope he beholds the wonder 
of the histological formation of a 
sliver of bone with its true bone 
cells arranged in a definite scheme, 
and reflects that at any time when 
it is intended to, this microscopic 
cell will completely change its func
tion and revert to destroying the 
tissue which it and its fellow- 
workers have just made, one can
not help but give praise to God that 
so finite a thing as a tiny cell has 
within it the capacity to respond to 
the Will and the Word and the 
Wish of God.

If we watch this little speck of 
matter work we will see that in its 
life-cycle it is a continuous witness 
to the wisdom and intelligence of 
the All-knowing Creator. Uncom
plainingly, unselfishly, without a 
single thought for itself, this little 
fellow will throw out from its own 
small body a substance that, in 
time, hardens to give us what we 
commonly call bone. And equally 
as baffling, when the proper time 
comes, many of these little builders, 
guided by that immeasurable, ir
resistible God-intelligence, change 
to destructive little bodies and bur
row their way through the bony 
matter they have just built. And 
still again, as if (and they most 
certainly are) controlled by that 
Creative Will that holds year after 
year and decade after decade the 
stars in their order, these same

little busy bodies will change over 
again and go about building bony 
matter faster than ever.

Not once but several times does 
this miracle go on in the dark and 
mysterious inside of a bone. Just 
why nature should choose this al
ternate building and tearing down 
process to make a bone is still 
another lesson that holds within it 
a world of wisdom and under
standing. By alternately boring- 
out little tunnels and promptly fill
ing some of them again with new 
bony matter, the Creator has de
signed a bone that is very durable 
and strong, since it is made like the 
close-grained woods that we choose 
in preference to softer, pulpier 
kinds. And the remaining tunnels 
or canals are used again in an in
telligent manner to direct little 
vessels in nourishing and cleansing 
the busy bone cells until their work 
is completed and they have made a 
strong, light and useful bone.

Why do I offer this peculiar 
example to you? I do it because 
it seems to be a wonderful testi
mony to the fact that God’s will is 
complete and that it is above and 
beyond man’s queries and reason
ing.

How l i k e  t h e s e  little bone cells 
are you and I and the neighbor next 
door. We are all created for a 
definite purpose in the scheme of 
things. We are born into the world 
to do something. Our existence on
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this eartli is for a very definite 
reason. We are most certainly told 
in the Balia’i writings—which are 
all-inclnsive and epitomize the best, 
most valuable and noblest ideals of 
all ages—that the two purposes for 
our creation are, first: our belief in, 
and our consecration to, God. And 
secondly, that of making the world 
happier, better and brighter be
cause we have been privileged to 
live out our life here, developing 
those qualities which make for the 
betterment of the individual and 
humanity. Surely no one can ques
tion the soundness of these two 
precepts.

God’s will is so complete and 
satisfying and ready for any exi
gency that may arise in the every
day problems of you and I that 
when we reflect we can see plainly 
how troubles arise. Just like the 
bone cells we throw out from us all 
the time if God is permitted to dic
tate to our hearts, conditions and 
thoughts and actions that we want 
to solidify into something definite 
and satisfying so that we may point 
with pride to this strong personal
ity, or this gratifying accomplish
ment, not realizing that only 
through the Will of God and the 
desire of God that we should be 
made happy, that these things were 
added unto us. But then sometimes 
our tissue of thought has to be torn 
down, tunneled out; we have to re
vise our ways of thinking, get rid 
of false prejudices, lay aside use
less creeds, and let some bright 
sunlight flood the musty corners of

our minds and souls. We have to 
adjust our relationships with those 
around us.

At such times when we are sorely 
troubled we forget that, like the 
little bone cell, the same power that 
God has over us to make us start in 
tunneling will make us rebuild with 
finer, stronger, more real, more en
during convictions and nobler pur
poses. And then the channels that 
aren’t filled will let God’s Light 
and Nourishment supply the wants 
of our mind and feed the hunger 
of our soul.

When in after years we look back 
and see how here we built and there 
we tore down and then rebuilt and 
opened little avenues of supply, we 
realize that if we turn with a rad
iant and willing heart to God we 
are always shown the way to make 
a useful, strong, noble structure of 
our lives if we will but do this thing.

This is exactly what the Mani
festations of God throughout the 
ages have taught humanity in one 
way or another—the basic spiritual 
inner teachings of all of Them being 
one and the same. And in this Day 
Abdul’Baha clearly teaches u s  
“ to concern ourselves about the 
Will of God that it may flow 
through us, thereby healing human 
infirmities. . . . The human will 
must be subdued and trained into 
the Will of God. . . . All souls 
have free will to choose or refuse 
the Will of God,” but when we 
aspire to guidance by Him, we know 
how satisfying, how marvelous, 
how complete is the Will of God.

“ No man can be happy without God, though he may not know why 
he is miserable
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THE GRAIL OF LIFE’S QUEST
F lorence E. P in c h o n

In many directions thoughful men and women are earnestly seeking Truth today, 
not content w ith  the outer wrappings of theological dogmas. To all of such the Baha’i 
Teaching offers itse lf for consideration as the fulfillment of the spiritual needs of 
today. But to the earnest adherents of present day religions and movements what ob
stacles w ill there be in the path of realization? This im portant and interesting aspect 
of truth Miss Pinchon will trea t in a series of articles, the present one dealing w ith  the 
Baha’i Movement as approached, from  the point of view of a Theosphist.

T HE burnished sky of a South 
African sunset blazed above the 

glittering’ peaks of the kopjes, while 
at their feet, blue and violet mists 
were already gathering and filling 
the hollows between with vivid 
shadows. And into their myster
ious depths, Malcolm, leaning 
against a stone pillar of the big, 
white bungalow, gazed with a frown 
of deep perplexity, as though be
tween them and his problem existed 
some subtle relationship.

Into the burning spaciousness of 
this land of veldt and sun Malcolm’s 
adventurous nature had brought 
him, from the manse on a bleak 
hillside of Scotland. But his pas
sion for Truth, inherited perhaps 
from Covenanting ancestors, had 
impelled him, mentally and spirit
ually, on a still farther journey. 
And now from out the narrow creed 
of the “ cauld grey kirk” by many 
a winding path of doubt and diffi
culty, he had reached to the broad 
horizons, to the profound and com
plex philosophic beliefs of Theo
sophy.

A hum of voices rose from the 
room behind him. How kind and 
helpful had been this group of cul
tured and enlightened people to 
whom his persistent search had led 
him! What a relief and joy it had 
been to discover that all religions 
were really one in their essence and

origin! That through the stately 
stanzas of the Bliagavad-Grita, the 
persuasive philosophy of the Up- 
anishads, the wise aphorisms of 
Lao-Tse, the noble ideals of Plato, 
or the Egyptian Book of the Dead, 
rang echoes of the one Divine Ac
cent, and that to read and apprec
iate these was not thereby to dis
credit Christianity, but to bring to 
the study of one’s own Scriptures 
a fuller understanding and clearer 
insight.

With keen intellectual curiosity 
he had plunged into the occultism 
of Madame Blavatsky, followed the 
speculative flights of C. W. Lead
beater, found illumination in the 
forceful writings of Mrs. Besant. 
In odd moments too, he had even 
dipped into the fascinating studies 
of Astrology, Numerology and 
allied pseudosciences. Thus to his 
eager mind had opened new and 
wonderful worlds of knowledge; 
and to the teachings of Theosophy 
he felt he owed a big debt of grati
tude.

But now a shadow had fallen 
across the pathway, through which 
he could not see. A point had been 
reached where, it seemed, a pain
ful decision had to be made.

For some time past, rumors had 
been current throughout Theosoph- 
ical circles, that a great Mahatma, 
a World Teacher was expected and
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would soon make Ms appearance 
among them.

By his study of prophecy, the 
signs of the times, and the evident 
need of the world for unity and au
thoritative spiritual guidance, Mal
colm had come to believe such an 
Advent possible and even to long
ingly anticipate it.

Special groups were being or
ganized to prepare for and welcome 
the Holy One. Malcolm had been 
urged by his friends to assist them 
iii forming such in their own branch 
of the Society. The World Teacher, 
it appeared, was in process of train
ing and preparation for his exalted 
task. As the beloved protegee of 
their distinguished President, he 
was being guarded and cared for till 
the appointed hour. The photo
graph of a nice-looking Indian boy, 
who had been sent to Oxford to 
complete his education, had then 
been exhibited.

It was at this point that Malcolm 
had risen and gone out alone to the 
stoep.

‘ ‘ Or t h a t  H o u r  knoweth no man, 
not even the angels which are in 
heaven, but the Father only.” “ In 
such an Hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh.” The familiar 
words, in his father’s voice, whis
pered to him across the years from 
the old kirk. Then must he believe 
that the Society, of which he was a 
member, had been ordained to be 
the privileged and exclusive recip
ients of this divine secret.

“ Would He who was destined to 
be the world’s Spiritual Educator 
and Illuminator have need of the 
knowledge of men—even of Oxford 1 
Would He not appear as the in
spired Q-enius and Magnetic Leader

of men rather than as the trained 
and led?” demanded Malcolm of 
the deepening shadows.

“ Did this carefully fostered 
youth hold the promise of a fiery 
Muhammad, a n  a 11 - sacrificing 
Buddha, a Christ who was a car
penter in Nazareth; could he be a 
re-embodiment of the Creative 
Word and Mystery of the ages ? ’ ’

Something of the chill borne on 
the wings of the oncoming darkness 
seemed to fall across his spirit as he 
uttered a passionate negation. If 
only he had known, it was a mo
ment of supreme testing. But how 
seldom such moments can be recog
nised! At the time, the decision 
seems so natural, or inevitable, and 
we step forward, all unaware of the 
greatness of the issue.

The effect of the decision taken 
by Malcolm that night brought 
home to him with startling clear
ness two facts. That, so far as he 
was concerned, any claim to such a 
station as that of a World Teacher 
would need to be supported by sub
lime and irrefutable proofs. And 
that, in spite of all the interesting 
interpretations of the science and 
mystery of life and living provided 
by Theosophy, his heart still went 
hungry, seeking for he knew not 
what. For that quest of the spirit 
was his which has troubled the 
Truth-seeker in all ages. It ever 
implies an inward adventure, a 
going forth to the farthest limits of 
experience in a search for some 
fuller revelation of God to the soul.

Meditating one day on these mat
ters, he recalled that well-known 
saying of the Eastern Guru:— 
“ When the pupil is ready, the Mas
ter is there.” This, at any rate, he 
reflected, could be put to the proof
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of experience. Meanwhile, within 
his own sonl lay, always open, the 
road to communion with the im
minent Divine; he would, therefore, 
patiently wait that hour of fuller 
revelation, which in moments of in
tuitive awareness he knew would, 
one day, break upon him, as upon 
the whole world, from the glories 
of the Unseen.

I t was six years later, at the close 
of the Great War, when Malcolm 
found himself, as it were by chance, 
attending a small meeting, held in 
an obscure hall, where, for the first 
time he heard something of the 
wonderful Baha’i  story. With his 
life-plans shattered, injured in body 
and sick in mind, yet “ deep called 
unto deep,” “ spirit addressed 
spirit”—the pupil had been made 
ready, and lo ! the Master was 
there.

He remembered that, long ago, as 
in a previous incarnation, he had 
looked for the Coming of a World 
Teacher. Some of the passages 
read thrilled his war-stricken soul 
with the healing fingers of renewed 
hope. The history of the Movement 
strangely stirred him. “ Behind a 
Cause that could produce such lead
ership,” he reflected, “ such a rad
iant spirit and confidence in its fol
lowers, must lie some extraordinary 
power. ’ ’

Thus it was that Malcolm began 
that searching investigation of the 
proofs and message of the World 
Teacher he had so long ago deter
mined upon.

On his first examination of the 
Principles of the Baha’i Movement, 
Malcolm felt disappointed. The pro
gram was, of course, most compre
hensive and applicable to the needs

of the modern world, but it contain
ed nothing new, and after the sub
tleties of Theosophy seemed, in
deed, very simple. The ideals pro
mulgated were already those of 
numberless enlightened people.

But after a careful study of the 
historic evidence, and of the time, 
circumstances and original utter
ances and writings of the Prophet, 
he began to understand how all the 
amazing changes which had taken 
place during the last hundred years 
were the result of a mighty out
pouring of spiritual forces through 
a new Fountain Head. The source 
of countless humanitarian agencies 
and organizations for Unity, Peace 
and Progress could be clearly traced 
to this New Manifestation. The 
Theosophical Society, founded in 
1875, Christian Science, the New 
Psychology, etc. were all rays of 
the Great Sunrise.

It was, of course, natural that he 
should apply his old test. “ Was 
the knowledge of this Teacher in
nate and spontaneous, apparently 
free from human limitations, or was 
it a result of training and acquisi
tion? ”

And oh! How rich and surpris
ing the answer.

“ I have not studied those sciences 
which men possess, nor have I en
tered the colleges. Inquire of the 
city wherein I was, that thou may- 
est be assured that I  am not of 
those who speak falsely.”

Further study revealed that, at an 
exceedingly early age Baha’u ’llah, 
as also His Son and Forerunner, 
displayed quite remarkable knowl
edge and understanding. The bril
liant expositions of the youthful 
Bab; the incomparable wisdom and 
inspiration of the Manifestation;
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Abdu’l-Baha’s crystal clarity of 
interpretation, bore irrefutable 
witness to a superhuman origin.

Yet, impressive as were these 
proofs of greatness, it was the life 
of the Messenger that held for onr 
student an irresistible attraction. 
Here walked no gently-tended 
Master, surrounded by ease and 
comfort, but a harassed Exile, ac
quainted with grief, with every 
trial, humiliation and difficulty that 
the persistent malignity of foes, 
yes, and even the treachery of kin
dred, could heap upon Him. Yet 
had life-long imprisonment and 
persecution failed to conceal His 
Majesty, or to nullify the effect of 
His Message and influence. An in
fluence that had unified hearts and 
illumined the minds of those be
longing to every race, religion and 
class on earth.

Malcolm could no longer doubt 
that here had appeared a great 
Mahatma or Mahatmas, with a uni
versal call to Unity and Peace.

‘ ‘ But wherein lay the difference, ’ ’ 
he questioned, “ save one of degree, 
between these Holy Ones, and any 
illumined saint, mystic or prophet, 
whose utterances were inspired and 
whose precepts were followed1?”

He studied then Abdu’l-Baha’s 
explanations of the three planes of 
the Manifestations. There was 
first the physical condition, in which 
the body of the Prophet suffers, is 
afflicted, perishes. The second 
condition is that of the individual 
Reality, which is a Holy Reality, 
in its nature and quality distin
guished from all other beings. Just 
as the particles composing the sun 
cannot be compared with those 
composing the moon. Thus Baha- 
’u ’llah, speaking of His annihila

tion in God, and His station as that 
of a Perfect Mirror reflecting the 
attributes of Deity, declares:

‘ ‘ There hath not been in my soul 
but the truth, and in Myself 
nothing could be seen but God.”

The third plane—beyond all 
human comprehension—is where 
“ Divinity, Unity and absolute 
Deity have been and are ascribed 
to these Essences of Existence.” 
They are as the sun, luminous in 
itself, while the saints and illu
minati are as the moon receiving 
their light of guidance and inspir
ation from Their radiance. “ The 
glorious Word of God, Christ, and 
the Greatest Name, Baha’u ’llah, 
are Manifestations beyond imagi
nation; for They possess all the 
perfections of the former Manifes
tations, and more than that, They 
possess some perfections which 
make the others dependent upon 
Them. ’ ’

For weeks Malcolm pondered 
over these remarkable statements, 
discovering that their acceptance 
would involve another of his cher
ished beliefs.

“ If these Independent Prophets 
or Manifestations are peerless and 
unique, revolving in an orbit beyond 
the human, then must it follow that 
I cannot be, as I have imagined, a 
potential Buddha or Christ,” he 
reasoned.

He turned to the subject in 
“ Some Answered Questions,” and 
read:

“ The Reality of the Universal 
Manifestations revolves around the 
Throne of the Infinite. They are 
the archetypes of celestial and spir
itual virtues in their own age and 
cycle. They stand on the summit 
of the Mount of Vision and fore
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shadow the perfections of evolving 
humanity. ’ ’

“ The perfections of Humanity 
are endless . . . yet for every
thing there is a point which it can
not overpass. He who is in the 
condition of servitude, however far 
he may progress in gaining limit
less perfections, will never reach 
the condition of Deity. The reality 
of the spirit of Peter, however far 
it may progress, will not reach to 
the condition of the reality of 
Christ; it progresses only in its 
own environment.”

“ Yet,” reflected Malcolm, “ as 
the path towards perfection is end
less, is not this everlasting goal 
enough for human aspiration? 
Does a ruby question that it cannot 
become a rose? Should the crea
ture imagine that it may, ultimately, 
become its Creator? Such a call 
for profound reverence and humil
ity is not the less an incentive to 
striving and achievement. Yet to 
how many brilliant writers and 
thinkers of today this Teaching 
would prove a rock of offence!”

It was, of course, inevitable that, 
in pursuing these deep metaphysical 
problems, our student should come 
to one that has, so often, presented 
difficulties to those who approach 
the Baha’i Revelation through the 
portals of Theosophy. Malcolm 
was an ardent believer in the doc
trine of Reincarnation. Indeed, 
certain psychic experiences had 
confirmed him in the idea that, as 
an Egyptian priest, he had once 
trodden the groves and aisles of 
Thebes. He held it as an axiom 
that only through a series of re
embodiments could a man learn all 
the lessons of the earth life; that 
a process of continuous refining

and unfoldment of the soul was the 
effect of such reincarnation, lead
ing at last to the attainment of all 
perfections and of the station of 
Deity.

It came, therefore, as a great 
shock to find that Abdu’l-Baha 
clearly denied such theory.

“ There is ,” explained the Master, 
“ a repetition of species. Thus leaf, 
blossom and fruit become decom
posed and descend from the vege
table world to the mineral, and 
again return from the mineral 
world to the vegetable . . . But 
the blossom and fruit of last year 
were decomposed, disintegrated and 
dispersed in space. Only by the 
composition of new elements has 
the species returned. . . . The
proof of singleness and uniqueness 
exists in all things. Not even two 
grains of wheat are identical.”

The material world corresponds 
to the world of spirit. “ The re
peated appearance of the same 
spirit, with its former essence and 
condition in this world, is impos
sible and unrealizable.”

“ Change of nature is not brought 
about through renewal and return. ’ ’ 
“ Darkness by returning does not 
become light . . . nor does an
earthly nature thereby become a 
heavenly reality.” “ When the shell 
is once opened it will be evident 
whether it contains a pearl or 
worthless matter.” “ When the 
plant has grown it will bring forth 
thorns or flowers, there is no need 
for it to grow up again.”

Better would it be if God pro
longed this life, as for instance, in 
the legend of the Wandering Jew, 
until we had acquired perfection, 
then it would be unnecessary to die, 
and to acquire other lives here.
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“ Besides, said Abdu’l-Baha, this 
world has not such value or excel
lence that man, after having es
caped from this cage, will desire a 
second time to fall into this snare.”

“ Advancing and moving in the 
world in a direct line, according to 
the natural law is the cause of 
existence, and movement contrary 
to the system and law of nature is 
the cause of non-existence. The 
return of the soul after death is 
contrary to the natural movement.”

“ The Circle of Existence de
scribes an Arc of Descent and of 
Ascent. The material worlds ter
minate at the end of the Arc of 
Descent, and the condition of man 
is at this end, and at the beginning 
of the Arc of Ascent. On this arc 
are numerous spiritual degrees. 
Man must show his worth by tra
versing these degrees, not by re
turning. The point of the compass 
describing a circle makes no retro
grade motion.”

H ebe thebe stole upon the soul, 
so earnestly seeking enlightenment, 
a wonderful sense of release and 
freedom. How limited had been his 
conception of that Circle of Infin
ity! How cramping and dreadful 
the thought that existence was, for 
long ages, bound to the experiences 
of this dark little planet, when the 
divine worlds stretched innumer
able and limitless, beyond the ut

most imagination, as beyond the 
ken of men or angels! How much 
more patiently one could endure 
the pain of this present life, how 
much more keenly use its oppor
tunities, knowing and assured that 
one would not have to pass this way 
again!

And as regards his various 
psychic experiences, Malcolm felt 
confident that on these matters also 
the great Teacher would afford true 
and scientific explanation and guid
ance. The complex elements that 
went to the making of what is called 
a ‘personality’ were saturated in 
and permeated by past aeons of 
human experience. Who could say 
to what influences one’s complicated 
nature owed any part of its pe
culiar coloring?

So, at last, the mists cleared, and 
Malcolm was privileged to glimpse 
something of that radiant Vision of 
Reality which had been the Grail of 
his life ’s quest. He realized also 
how new and more glorious des
tinies awaited all mankind, when 
once they, too, had seen the Vision 
and been born into a consciousness 
of Unity and Universality. Life no 
longer appeared to him as bound to 
a wheel of time and matter, but 
rather as a ladder stretching from 
the stones of earth, through endless 
rungs of progress, ever upward 
and onward towards the shining 
turrets of celestial Light and Love.

“ Verily, the gift of guidance during this great century and this aqe 
of lights is greater than reigning over the earth and all that is therein.”

’Abdu’ l-Bahd
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CALLING ON COUNT KEYSERLING
M artha  L. R oot

Our correspondent has in this interview with  one of the greatest of world thinkers, 
grasped and portrayed to us the essential features of this marvelous man who has set 
two continents agog, and whose fame continues to travel to new empires of conquest. 
A  strange man, uniquely self-sufficient and exerting an influence upon the thought of 
the world, his philosophy of life as set forth  here will be of great in terest we believe to 
our readers not because it has any special contribution to Baha’i thought, but because 
i t  is well to become acquainted w ith  the viewpoint of this unusual factor in  the in tel
lectual world of today.

S INCE when does the lotus 
flower fly to the bee?” said 

Rama Krishna long ago, and Count 
Hermann Keyserling, Head of the 
School for Wisdom in Darmstadt, 
Germany, and world known lecturer 
voices the same, for certainly his 
manner of working says it elo
quently. Coming from Heidelberg 
to Frankfurt-am-Main, I left the 
train at Darmstadt to call upon 
Count Keyserling. I wished to give 
him two books of Abdu’l-Baha’s 
Writings for his School for W is
dom, desired to speak with him 
about the Baha’i Movement, and 
wished to hear of his school and 
what it contributes to spiritual 
culture.

Riding through the streets of 
this city with its leisurely graceful 
stride of a place not frenzied by 
fearful haste, and charming with 
its beautiful great buildings and 
monuments and its trees and gar
dens, the writer was not prepared 
to meet in Count Keyserling a man 
who thought with such lightning 
swiftness and spoke with such a 
torrent of words; one caught his 
ideas as quickly as one had the 
capacity to grasp them in the sud
den downpour! He was very 
pleasant, a man about fifty years 
of age, tall, powerfully built, fine 
intellectual face, and he has the gift 
of laughter. He knows well how to

laugh at life, says he is never sad, 
and if he teaches this rare and gen
uine laughter to these pupils who 
go to the School of Wisdom, he 
truly serves humanity. Indeed, his 
teaching is that the true life begins 
on the other side of tragedy, on the 
basis of tragedy accepted and con
sented to. Whoever reaches that 
plane of existence, he and he alone 
reaches that peace which passes all 
understanding, of which the Bible 
speaks. This idea is, in a nutshell, 
one of the contents of his book, 
“ The Recovery of Truth.”

Oh, he was busy! People need 
to ask for an interview one week 
ahead in order to see him at all. 
He only saw me because perhaps I 
was the busy “ bee” who would 
never again fly out of a train at 
Darmstadt. It was then or never 
and he saw me.

In speaking with Count Keyser
ling one learns that the School for 
Wisdom has evolved six typical 
ways of activity for its impulse. 
The first is the personal interview. 
He says: ‘ ‘ One talk with the right 
person in the right relationship at 
the right moment often does more 
for a man’s vital development than 
years of diligent study.” He said 
in fun: “ I do not see people until 
they are just ‘dying’ to see m e!”

His second activity for his 
pupils is a course of exercises in
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spiritual training in which, the 
ancient tested techniques of self
perfection are made use of. The 
third way of influencing life is by 
great conventions which they hold. 
The fourth is by instruction meet
ings. The fifth and sixth channels 
of influence are his books and 
magazine.

The motto of the school i s : “ Take 
from none, give something to all.”

Count Keyserling was getting 
ready to go to South America May 
first on a lecturing trip, and on the 
floor in the centre of the splendid 
library was a small trunk which 
was being packed. His interesting 
library with its extremely high 
walls had shelves of books right to 
the top!

Yet this genial man said: “ I 
have no time to read! There is so 
little time, I am always concentrat
ing on what is most important at 
the moment.” Just then it was 
Spanish, and Spanish books lay in 
profusion on his desk.

Speaking of languages, he said: 
“ Yes, I  know many and can learn 
a language in an exceedingly short 
time if I  am obliged to use it. ’ ’ He 
will lecture in Spanish in Buenos 
Aires. His fluency in languages is 
certainly very helpful in his inter
national School for 'Wisdom.

1 ‘ Graf Keyserling, how do you 
feed your soul? Do you pray?’'’ 
were two questions the writer asked 
this tall teacher of new ways of 
spiritual culture.

He laughed cordially: “ Spirit 
does not need to be fed! Ko, I do 
not pray. There are two types of 
spiritual men. The first of these 
types only experiences spirit, one 
may call him the medium type. The 
other incarnates spirit; that is the

Count Hermann Keyserling, Head of the 
School for Wisdom in Darmstadt, Germany.

master type. The latter has less 
inner experience and he gains little 
by using the means made for med
iums, such as prayer. But spirit 
works through him, very often 
without his understanding its ways. 
I belong to that type. Many times 
I do not know when I give forth 
spiritual power nor do I know the 
help it has brought until I  hear 
about it afterwards. It is like sow
ing seeds, one just pours them 
forth; after all, that was the pro
phet’s way in all ages, wasn’t it? 
Then there is the other type of 
man, the believer who follows, he 
is the apostle type.”

“ Yes,” I replied, “ I can under
stand that because I  am the apostle 
type.”

He smiled. “ Oh, yes; you cer
tainly are an apostle! ” I had just
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been speaking with him about the 
Baha’i Teachings.

Count Keyserling said he was 
not interested in any of the religions 
as such and he never makes state
ments about them. He thinks man 
has come to the place where he must 
develop himself from within. He 
is convinced that the coming age 
will not be an age of the denial of 
the spirit, but first an age of 
“ earth-ruling spirit” and then of 
the Holy Spirit. He didn’t favor 
movements that see the good in all 
religions. He says of the two ways, 
that it is better to hold to one re
ligion than to embrace them all.

This Count said there has never 
been such a time for seed-sowing 
in two thousand years as now in 
this present century.

“ I am a seed-sower,” he affirms 
energetically, ‘£ and I have not time 
to see about the harvest.”

The question of the war came 
into the conversation, and the Count 
stated that perhaps the East didn’t 
need a world war for things are al
ways happening over there, but 
Europe just had to have the war to 
waken its soul from so many years 
of stereotyped easy going. He said 
that Sweden, Switzerland and the 
other countries that did not enter 
the war belong to a different cen
tury than this. The children of the 
world war, the countries who came 
out of it, appertain to a new age.

This much-sought Count deals 
not only with individuals but with 
countries. He seems to diagnose 
countries and in keen sharp criti
cism brings the knife home to their 
faults. He then skilfully sews the 
country up afterwards and pre
scribes a spiritual cure. However,

there are some miracles which he 
cannot perform, for he himself ad
mits that it is impossible for him 
to help people who are given over 
to self-indulgence and inertia.

It is easy to see that Count Key
serling hates facts. He never 
teaches them or talks about them, 
they do not interest him. His 
school, his lectures are, he says, a 
spiritual centre and a focus of spir
itual life. His school is not for the 
transmission of informations. It 
has no definite program. Nor is it 
the home of an exclusive com
munity. Its symbol is not the closed 
circle, but the open angle. “ I am 
a member of no movement,” he 
said. “ In the School for Wisdom 
I do not teach anything belonging 
to the domain of information. I 
have no followers and do not wish 
any, though I could have many. 
When I die this school will die with 
me, for it is only its spirit which 
makes it worthwhile.”

When I asked him what books of 
his are published in English he 
answered: “ The books which con
tain the core of my teachings that 
have just been published in English 
in New York are ‘Creative Un
derstanding’ and ‘The Recovery of 
Truth.’ ”

Then we spoke again about the 
Baha’i Movement and Count Key
serling said that the Bab and Baha- 
’u ’llah w e r e  certainly inspired. 
No one could deny that, but the 
worth of their religion was just so 
much as the worth of their fol
lowers, he said. ‘ ‘ The moment you 
try to organize the Baha’i Cause 
you will spoil it. ’ ’

The Count was delighted with 
the book “ The Wisdom of Abdu- 
’1-Baha,” and the addresses on
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“ The Baha’i Movement” given at 
the Congress of Living Religions of 
the Empire in London, and said he 
would put both of them into the 
School of Wisdom library. Mem
bers of the school and members of 
the Society for Free Philosophy can 
draw books from this library and 
have them sent to any city in 
Europe; books may be kept for one 
month.

He asked a few questions about 
South America which the writer 
had visited in just the same season 
of the year that he will be there. 
She also suggested a famous society 
in Buenos Aires where he could 
perhaps lecture if he wrote to them.

“ Never! I never seek engage
ments.” He lifted his arms in a 
vigorous protest: “ I wait till the 
world comes to m e!” He laughed 
and from his lips came the words, 
“ Since when does the Lotus flower 
fly to the bee?”

It was true. Some people from 
Buenos Aires had come from Paris

to Darmstadt especially to invite 
him to their country.

He was very pleasant and grac
ious, gave me some booklets about 
the School for Wisdom and we said 
good-bye.

Continuing the railway journey 
to Frankfurt-am-Main, the writer 
read the booklets carefully and was 
impressed that the School for 
Wisdom—at least in its outer 
mechanism for maintaining this 
spiritual centre—is extremely well 
organized. It has organization 
enough to carry it successfully. 
The worth of Count Keyserling’s 
School for Wisdom, or, indeed, the 
worth of a divine religion is the 
worth of the men and women who 
radiate its qualities.

Yes, this is a new kind of lotus 
flovTer at Darmstadt, but the bee is 
just the ordinary diligent worker 
who carries to the palate of “ The 
Baha’i Magazine, Star of the 
West,” a taste of honey from this 
School of Wisdom, and it left there 
a sprinkling of Baha’i pollen.

85

“ Inspirations are the promptings or susceptibilities of the human 
heart. The promptings of the heart are sometimes satanic. How are 
ive to differentiate themf How are ive to tell whether a given statement 
is an inspiration and prompting of the heart through the Merciful as
sistance or through the satanic agency? * # #

“ A statement presented to the mind accompanied by proofs which 
the senses can perceive to be correct, which the faculty of reason can 
accept, which is in accord with traditional authority and sanctioned, by 
the promptings of the heart, can be adjudged and relied upon as per
fectly correct, for it has been proved and tested by all the standards of 
judgment and found to be complete. When ive, apply but one test there 
are possibilities of mistake. This is self-evident and manifest.”

’Abdu’l-Baha
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THE CULTURAL DISCOVERY OF CHINA
P aul  M. L ixebarger , Jr.

The author of this vivid  plea for appreciation of things Chinese, a student at 
George Washington U niversity, is the son of Paul Linebarger, the distinguished legal 
advisor and close friend and biographer of Sun Y a t Sen, founder of the Chinese Re
public. Our youthful author—as a child a favorite of the great Chinese patriot—imbibed 
from  that privileged intim ate association, as well as from  his life until recently spent 
am idst the Chinese people, a deep-seated love and appreciation of this great race. In  
this article he shares w ith  us his dream of the harmonious mingling of the Occidental 
and Oriental civilizations.

M EDIAEVALISM is botli a 
fault and a virtue. By med- 

iaevalism I wish, to indicate the 
condition of a country or civiliza
tion that is firmly bound by Race- 
prejudice and Custom-worship. In 
such a country development intel
lectually, morally, or politically is 
impossible; even commercial ad
vancement is difficult. Mediaeval- 
ism is good and bad because on the 
one hand it stabilizes conditions, 
and on the other, it prevents 
progress.

Mediaeval Europe led from Rome 
to Rome—from an old and rotten 
oligarchy to a new and ambitious 
culture that was and is the basis of 
modern life. The ancient Imperial 
order was literally tripped into 
chaos by the surge of migrating 
barbarians. Out of this disorder 
came the feudal system. It pro
vided order, which made towns pos
sible. Towns permitted a certain 
amount of industrial progress, 
which at last provided leisure. 
Leisure enabled men to think. And 
when they thought, the time was 
ripe for a renaissance.

On the other hand, media evalism 
implied the Church which was the 
foe of any new moral advance
ments ; the complex aristocracy, 
which was the sworn foe of any 
political change; and the guilds that 
were ever set against any invention 
that would save human toil, fearing

unemployment even more than 
hopeless labor—an idea typically 
mediaeval.

In spite of America’s remarkable 
scientific and cultural progress, the 
mediaeval state of mind still lin
gers in our midst. The old spectre 
—race prejudice—still is the seig
neur of a great number of our 
people.

And how many popular miscon
ceptions exist! To this day in the 
public schools, Confucianism, for 
example, is misrepresented as an 
absurd and insincere ancestor- 
worship ; while Taoism, if it is 
mentioned at all, is simply referred 
to as a collection of phantom
stories and superstitions. India is 
more or less looked upon as a com
bination of fakir tricks and snake- 
filled temple ruins. And Islam, 
with its magnificent cultural his
tory, is quite misunderstood.

The Baha’i Religion is truly a 
magnificent antidote to all this 
racial and religious prejudice, 
whether accepted or not. It shows 
us that those humans with skins 
darker than ours are capable of 
sublime and original ideas—that 
these men from the East can con
ceive and manifest in their lives 
noble, brotherly and eternal senti
ments.

L et  u s  co x eix e  our a tte n t io n  in  
th is  a r t ic le , h o w e v e r , to th e  eu l-
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tural discovery of China. Let ns 
take Chinese literature. Of all 
phases of the growth of China, 
there is perhaps none that is so 
typically Chinese and yet so mar
velously valuable to foreigners in 
understanding this counterpoise to 
Europe at the other end of Asia. 
There are histories “ modern” in 
style from the immortal brush of 
Ssu Ma Chien of centuries ago and 
his followers. And I think it would 
be a matter of infinite surprise to 
those who are ignorant of the 
Oriental culture to look into the 
splendid Chinese literature contem
porary with the Grecian. Besides, 
of all the countries of the world, 
China has in all probability the 
most chronologically complete lit
erature. There are no gaps in the 
steady progress of Chinese litera
ture, as between a Numatianus and 
a Petrarch, or a “ Beowulf” and 
“ Piers Plowman,” in the develop
ment of European literature. There 
was a greater stability, and there 
is an evenness of production that 
is somewhat foreign to histories of 
our literature.

The earlier travelers wer:e awed 
by the vast panorama of culture 
that opened out before them. Polo, 
Rubruquis, Montecorvino, and Ibn 
Batuta all came back with amaze
ment on their lips. It was not till 
the corruptions of the Manchus had 
weakened artistic and scientific life 
in China that the honest pirates 
who conducted the Canton trade 
began to bully the petty officials, 
and soon extended their contempt 
to every one from the Son of 
Heaven down.

When it was demonstrated that 
ill-equipped Chinese mercenaries 
could not hold their own against

hardy European sailors armed to 
the teeth, the overbearance and ar
rogance of the “ Ocean Men” wrere 
unlimited. Soon after all the re
spect had vanished, and China was 
just another mass of material for 
exploitation. ‘ ‘ Spheres of In
fluence” w'ere being marked out; 
China was to go the wray of Poland.

It is precisely the vanishing of 
awre that is the greatest aid, or 
rather negative good, to the modern 
Chinese. Only the shame of the 
Twrenty-One Demands could really 
arouse patriotism. Hitherto China 
had been in its own eyes all the 
world! It is rather diverting to 
attempt to be patriotic about being 
a human being. That is what each 
Chinese considered himself a cen
tury ago and nothing more! There 
was no such thing as nation; the 
Son of Heaven ruled the whole 
world but for a fringe in the hyper
boreal lands. The Chinese today 
are beginning to follow the lead of 
Japan, which has for its culture the 
salient excellencies of both the 
Orient and Occident.

B u t  w7ro have only the West—and 
we need much that the East has.

I  do not know the way in which 
we will discover China. An excel
lent translation of some one of the 
classics of Chinese fiction might do 
the trick. It may be that we will 
just have to wait for the tightening 
bonds of commerce and diplomacy 
and perhaps other agencies, to 
bring us together.

But wffien the change does come, 
when we are aware of the superior
ities of some parts of the Oriental 
culture to our own, there will be a 
re-evaluation of our civilization. 
There will be a doubting, a re
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estimation of the values of the old, 
and a careful judgment of the 
merits of the new.

Above all will morals, and our 
standards in them, be affected. 
The family will take on a new 
aspect, and ancestors will probably 
be considered more.

I once asked a young Chinese 
friend in Shanghai what town he 
came from. “ I am Nanldngese,” 
said he. “ My people have been in 
this province but three genera
tions.” Equality is aided more 
than weakened by this form of re
gard, since all Americans ’ ancestors 
cannot have come over on the 
‘ ‘ Mayflower. ’ ’ I  may have strayed 
from the point, but it is this which 
I wish to show: the Chinese have 
the praiseworthy custom of plac
ing the members of a family vir
tually as one individual.

There is a noteworthy example 
of this mentioned in the San Tzu 
Ching: ‘‘ There are the Three Kings 
of Ancient tim es: Tu of the Hsia 
dynasty, Tang of the Shang dyn
asty, and the Chu dynasty had the 
Lord Wen and his son W u.”

“ But there are four l” you ex
claim. You are right. But. the 
Chinese count Wen and Wu as one, 
since they were father and son. 
This is typical of their conception 
of the family.

Secondly, there will be some sur
prising phenomenon in the religious 
life. The beautiful mysticism of 
Tao, the sublime spirituality of 
Buddhism, and the forceful com
mon-sense of Confucianism cannot 
fail to win sympathetic apprecia
tion. It is entirely probable that 
this religious-philosophical in
fluence will be of the most sudden 
and astoundingly fast progress.

The third influence— (I am clas
sifying them in the order of the 
magnitude of the ultimate change 
that is to be expected in each 
class)—will be literary. It is my 
firm belief that the educated man 
of 1968 will know as much about 
Chuang-tze as he knows about 
Shakespeare today. He will be as 
familiar with the Mings as with the 
Hapsburgs or the Bourbons; and 
children will learn how Mencius’ 
mother changed her residence to 
keep him away from bad influences.

The fourth major influence is 
already well on its way—I mean the 
artistic. Courses in Oriental art 
are now being given in some of our 
universities by appreciative, and 
well-informed experts. Right now 
the Oriental motive is common in 
art. (The illustrations of Soul en 
for magazines have a large amount 
of the colorfulness and symmetry 
of the East.) Music is more and 
more introducing the “ weird E ast” 
leit-motif, even in the scores ac
companying motion pictures a 
Chinese flavor is injected wherever 
there is awe or fantasy.

The fifth, and last, and least, and 
latest-to-come of these influences 
will be the political. I am afraid 
that the only two features of 
Oriental government (when I say 
Oriental, I  usually mean the Far 
East, since India and Persia are 
mainly Aryan) that will come into 
common practice will be in the 
judicial line : centering of responsi
bility, in which the judge is made 
more or less responsible for his de
cisions ; and secondly, the establish
ment of courts of arbitration for 
the settlement of suits at law. This 
first will cause greater care and
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scru p le  in  th e  c o n s id e r a tio n  o f  cr im 
in a l c a se s , a n d  th e  seco n d  w ill  tak e  
p u r e ly  fin a n cia l, or  d o m estic , d e 
c is io n s  ou t o f  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  
co u r ts  p r o p e r  a n d  p la c e  th em  in  th e  
h a n d s o f  c o m m itte es  w h ich  sp e c ia l
ize  in  th e ir  r e sp e c t iv e  l in e s  an d  w ill  
be lik e ly  to  ren d er  a  d e c is io n  in  
w eek s in s te a d  o f  y e a r s .

A ll  t h e s e  to g e th e r  w il l  r a is e  th e  
m o ra l to n e  o f  ou r so c ie ty , an d  w ill  
co n tr ib u te  g r e a t ly  to  th e  u n ity  and

equality of all human culture— 
which is a goal to be sought for for 
itself. No peace, no maximum of 
prosperity, no security will he pos
sible until men the world over think 
more alike than they do now. Such 
hoped-for developments in inter
national good will will cause an out
burst in progress in all the levels 
of human activity, which will be far 
greater than either the Renaissance 
or the sudden progress of modern 
times.

THE FORCE BEHIND EVOLUTION
R osa Y. W in t e b b h r n

Quotations used in this article are from the revealed writings of Baha’u’llah and
’Abdu’l-Baha.

“ The greatest power in the realm 
and range of human existence is 
spirit— the Divine Breath ivhich 
animates and pervades all things.”  

’Abdu’ l-Baha,.

T HE reality of this statement by 
one endowed with divine in

sight is not easily grasped by even 
ardent Baha’is. It is unimagined 
by the greater part of mankind. It 
is actually lived by probably none of 
us. Yet, until we do grasp that 
there is a distinct, creative reality 
in these words; until we communi
cate its truth to others, so that “ the 
splendor of the Sun of Reality may 
be revealed fully in human hearts 
as in a mirror;” until mankind be
comes more and more fully imbued 
with this ‘ ‘ greatest power, ’ ’ the cu
mulative evils of the present age 
will grow in intensity overwhelm

ing greater and greater numbers of 
men.

Lesser remedies may palliate dis
eases but they do not cure; only 
“ the Divine Breath which animates 
and prevades all things” is power
ful enough to eradicate the causes 
of evil, encourage and stimulate 
human hearts, perfect the mirror of 
the human spirit so that it catches 
and reflects more and more clearly 
the Divine Spirit.

The awakened believers of this 
age can help fill the world with the 
light and joy and illuminating wis
dom of this transforming Divine 
Spirit only by steadily reflecting 
the divine rays.

We need have no fear or hesit
ancy whatever; for, “ This quicken
ing spirit has spontaneous emana
tion from the Sun of Truth, from 
the Reality of Divinity, and is not
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a revelation or a manifestation.” 
And again, ‘ ‘ This ray and this heat 
are permanent. There is no cessa
tion in the effulgence. . . . There 
is no cessation in its outpouring.”

Consequently the believers in this 
Divine Spirit and Its emanations 
can ceaselessly turn their faces to
ward It, confident in Its illumina
tion of themselves and in its reflec
tion from them into the minds and 
hearts of all those with whom they 
come in contact.

It is not necessary that we all he 
speakers, eloquent enough to sway 
a crowd. It is, perhaps, not desir
able that we should talk long and 
loud to all who will listen and at 
all who turn a deaf ear.

Indeed, we are warned against 
escessive talking, lest we have little 
of reality to say; and against talk
ing to the unwilling, lest we waste 
time valuable for real service else
where.

But we are frequently taught that 
if we steadily reflect the Light of the 
Spirit of God, if whatever we do 
say is inspired and guided by the 
wisdom of that Spirit, then the 
tragically needed transformation of 
humanity will surely come.

Through the warming rays of the 
material sun and the quickening 
vigor of the material rain the bosom 
of the earth springs into throbbing 
life. Thus through the brilliancy of 
its light and the penetrative vigor 
of its wisdom does the Divine Spirit 
regenerate mankind.

Of o u r  h u m a n  selves we can do 
nothing. Tor the human spirit 
“ must he horn of its (the Divine 
Spirit’s) quickening and baptized 
with its living fire. Souls deprived 
of that Spirit are accounted as

dead, though they are possessed of 
the human spirit. ” We do not need 
to struggle to partake “ of the di
vine life of the higher kingdom.”

We are told to turn our faces to
wards the Light and we shall surely 
be illumined. We are told to study 
the words and wisdom shall be 
ours. “ They have not even com
prehended that in every age the 
purpose of reading the Books and 
reciting the Epistles hath been to 
penetrate the significances and to 
reach the summits of their myster
ies; otherwise reading without un
derstanding is of no great benefit. ’ ’

The immediate need of man is re
generation by the Spirit of God, 
lest he die. Let us reflect the Light 
and act the wisdom as fully, as hap
pily, as ceaselessly as we can.

Let us not be over anxious as to 
results, but courageous in the faith 
that the outcome is in the hands of 
God. ’Abdu’l-Baha does not tell us 
that we must remake mankind, He 
but says to us,—“ Therefore I hope 
that whether you be in the east or 
the west you will strive with heart 
and soul in order that day by 
day the world of humanity may be
come glorified, more spiritual, more 
sanctified; and that the splendor of 
the Sun of Reality may be revealed 
fully in human hearts as in a mir
ror. This is worthy of the world 
of mankind.

“ This is the true evolution and 
progress of humanity. This is the 
supreme bestowal. Otherwise, by 
simple development along material 
lines man is not perfected. At most, 
the physical aspect of man, his 
natural or material conditions may 
become stabilized and improved, but 
he will remain deprived of the 
spiritual or divine bestowal. He is
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then like a body without a spirit, a 
lamp without the light, an eye with
out the power of vision, an ear that 
hears no sound, a mind incapable 
of perceiving, an intellect minus the 
power of reason.”

The Spirit of God is the life-giv
ing elixir. Let us every one strive 
to become a more highly polished 
mirror to reflect the quickening life 
vigor of that Spirit into the moan
ing earth-bound spirit of man.

AN ADVENTURE IN EDUCATION
O o b a m e  F b a n k l i n  C o o k

“Y ea, verily, wealth and riches are worthy of praise if  they he ju stly  partitioned  
amongst the nation, but if  some few  be possessed of great riches, and many be re
duced to poverty, then is the rich man’s gold deprived of all its  worth. But if  great 
wealth be employed in the propagation of science, in the establishment of schools ana 
colleges, in the nurture of arts, and in the education of orphans and the care of the 
needy—in brief, for the public benefit, then shall its  possessor be accounted great both 
in the sight of God and man.”— ’Abdu’l-Baha.

T HE city of Wilmington, Dela
ware, recently dedicated a mil

lion-dollar high school building,— 
the gift of a single philanthropic 
citizen, Pierre S. DuPont.

This fully equipped edifice is only 
one of many school buildings dis
tributed through the State by the 
generous DuPont hand.

Several things, however, render 
this building and this dedication 
significant events in the life of the 
city of Wilmington, of the State of 
Delaware, and it may be of the Na
tion itself.

It may have been only a happy 
coincidence, but, the Chamber of 
Commerce selected the day of the 
dedicatory exercises to commemo
rate the one hundredth anniversary 
of the establishing of free educa
tion in the State of Delaware by 
legislative enactment. At the mag
nificent DuPont hotel a fine lunch
eon was served to which were in
vited a number of distinguished 
citizens—distinguished at least for 
service to their fellowmen. Among 
others there were seated at the re
past as invited guests, the Super

intendent of Schools, the entire 
membership of the Board of Educa
tion, and all of the school principals 
of the city. In issuing these in
vitations no lines had been drawn in 
sex, in religion, or in race.

Pitting it seemed to move on from 
the “ flow of soul” at the luncheon, 
to the “ feast of reason” at the 
Howard High School. The name 
took to itself deeper meaning when 
it became known that seated upon 
the platform were a daughter, two 
sons and a granddaughter of Gen
eral 0 . 0 . Howard, hero of the civil 
war. To still further emphasize 
the name of Howard the descend
ants of the soldier-philanthropist 
were introduced to the audience by 
a Dean of Howard University at 
Washington, D. C.*

The building, conceded to be with
out a superior among structures of 
its class anywhere, was presented to 
the city by the donor himself. How 
brief, how simple, how modest he

*R efers to Prof. George W. Cook, oldest 
member in  point o f service on the facu lty  
and who had known Gen. Howard person
ally.
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was, this man who builds great 
highways, and all sorts and sizes of 
school houses just to give them 
away! It is useless to attempt a 
description of him. He must be 
seen and heard to be realized. So 
great is the gift and so great the 
appreciation of it that it called for 
any number of speeches of accept
ance. First of all was the Governor 
of the State, then the Mayor of the 
city, then the Superintendent of 
Schools, the President of the City 
Council, the President of the Board 
of Education, and so on and on 
were the felicitations anent this un
usually beautiful and splendidly 
equipped school house.

The dedicatory prayer was of
fered by the prelate of the Epis
copal church, and prominent speak
ers not only local but from afar 
including the distinguished Editor 
of the National Education maga
zine, addressed the assemblage.

The silver-haired man of such fine 
distinction in voice and bearing 
who engineered all this thrilling 
program was Dr. S. G. Elbert of 
the Wilmington School Board, a 
prominent physician. We are not 
too greatly surprised to learn that 
he is an American of color, because 
we have known all the while that 
this beautiful Howard High School 
building is the gift of Pierre Du
Pont to be used for colored chil
dren.

Now if this account were to stop 
here it would be very much like 
writing the play of Hamlet and 
leaving out Hamlet. Back of all 
this unusual building and this day 
of gift-making and joy, looms a 
single figure whose unselfish and 
untiring service laid the foundation 
for all that the day has witnessed.

It had been the plan of the Chair

man to present her at the Dedica
tion, but because of frailty of body 
her friends at the last moment de
cided that the exertion might prove 
more than she could bear.

Born in Porto Rico, the daughter 
of a Porto Rican mother and Ger
man father, Edwina Kruse was 
brought to the United States when 
a little girl. After losing both par
ents she was adopted into a Ger
man family in the State of Connec
ticut where she received her educa
tion. On coming of age she deter
mined to cast her lot among the peo
ple who represented her maternal 
ancestry. To Delaware this pur
pose led her, where in time she be
came Principal of the Howard 
school in Wilmington, at that time a 
meagre four-room, ungraded school.

From then on, this young woman 
put herself mind and spirit into her 
work. And it must be remembered 
that she began her work at a time 
when schools for colored children 
were looked upon askance being re
garded not at all a necessity and 
probably a waste of time and money.

Before settling in Wilmington, 
Miss Kruse had filled the onerous 
position of State Superintendent of 
Colored Schools. Her knowledge of 
conditions among colored people 
was obtained first-hand, and all her 
warm generous nature flowed out 
to meet their need in sane and ser
ious service. Here she opened up a 
school where none had been, here 
she enlarged an over-crowded 
school house, there she replaced a 
“ shack” with a one-room building 
that kept out the rain and snow, 
and let in the fresh air and sun
light, everywhere she sought for 
better teachers and taught the peo
ple the meaning of “ more abundant 
life .”
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With such a background of labor 
and experience it is not surprising 
that the Howard School in Wil
mington t o o k  on phenomenal 
growth, — kindergarten, e i g h t  
grades, high school and Normal— 
all materialized. Opposition1? Of 
course! Discouragement? Never! 
This one thing I do. I minister to 
the peoples’ needs. A lover of 
children and with an almost un
canny sense of human values, Miss 
Kruse managed, somehow, out of 
her own earnings, to educate or help 
educate an unbelievable number of 
boys and girls. A goodly number 
in places of importance and in
fluence rise up today and “ call her 
blessed” because she not only 
pointed but opened the way for the 
start that led to attainment.

Always she reached out for 
teachers in her own school who 
were more than wage earners. Thus 
she managed to gather about her 
men and women, and particularly 
women, possessed of vision and 
courage to follow where she led. So 
far-seeing she became in the matter 
of selection, that year in and year 
out shoulder to shoulder and heart 
to heart there have been with her 
women of such fitness, such zeal 
and consecration that they, too, 
would have towered as educational 
experts had they not in every case 
and always practiced self-efface
ment that the pioneer might keep 
her well-earned place in the public 
mind and heart. It was women like 
these who took up the cudgel in the 
principal’s defense when because of 
the school’s size it was proposed 
that a man be put at the head of 
the school. A man! Think of it! 
Not an educator! Not a Christian! 
Not a trail-blazer! But a man! A 
man should be at the head of this

accredited High School that owed 
its very existence to a woman! To 
the credit of the city be it recorded 
this opposition failed and the 
school went on.

Believing that the “ eye is the 
nearest avenue to the brain” Miss 
Kruse sought for her committee 
speakers — outstanding men and 
women of color—Douglass, Dun
bar, DuBois, Mary Church Terrell, 
and many others whose names are 
fit to conjure with have been set as 
examples before the children of 
Wilmington.

To no one race were Miss Kruse’s 
friendships confined, broadly hu
man as she was racial, her contacts 
set no bounds. The founder of 
Hampton was wont to speak of her 
as his “ friend.” His successor, 
Dr. Frissell, has always been warm
ly interested in her work. From 
Lincoln University, that institution 
devoted exclusively to the educa
tion of men, she has been given the 
honorary degree of M. A. in recog
nition of her service to the cause of 
education.

From 1876 to 1920 Edwina Kruse 
wrought in this public school as 
few have power to do and was then 
retired as principal emeritus. Small 
wonder that the school observes 
Kruse D ay! Small wonder that she 
has been given the name of “ The 
Grand Old Lady.”

How much it means for the 
womanhood of A m e r i c a  that 
Edwina Kruse elected to cast her 
lot with her mother’s people, that 
she has touched the lives of so 
many youths, and in that touch has 
inspired them to higher living. No 
wonder that Mr. DuPont was in 
turn inspired to present the magni
ficent new Howard High School 
building!
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P R A C T I C A L  M Y S T I C I S M
B e r t h a  H y d e  K ir k p a t r ic k

“N ew  Studies in M ystical Religion,” by Rufus Jones. New York— The Macmillan 
Company. A  review of a thoughtful and very readable book which answers scienti
fically and clearly the question, “W hat is M ysticism?” Students of religion w ill find 
i t  informing and deeply spiritual.

T HOSE who are weary of the end
less discussions in hooks and 

magazines concerning' the failure of 
Christianity, the poverty of the 
churches in true spirituality, the 
blind gropings of the church lead
ers after some thread of truth to 
which to hold, the assurance of the 
materialist and behaviorist that all 
is simply mechanized matter, will 
turn with relief to this thoughtful 
book of Dr. Jones and find real re
freshment in its sound scholarship 
and intuitive understanding. It is 
sane, inspiring and hopeful. It 
helps to straighten us out in our 
thinking, especially if we have had 
an overdose of some books on mod
ern psychology.

But particularly to those who 
have become confused on the sub
ject of mysticism, on its value and 
place in religion and in religious ex
perience will this book prove a real 
clarifier and furnish genuine help. 
For it is evident that Prof. Jones 
has not only thought the subject 
carefully and logically through on 
philosophical lines but that he 
speaks from the depths of his own 
inner experience.

In his introduction, Dr. Jones 
points out the limitations of psy
chology in dealing with mystical ex
perience. Those of us who have 
read or even dipped into Leuba’s 
ponderous and, to many, unsatisfy
ing treatise on The Psychology of 
Religious Mysticism feel grateful to 
Dr. Jones for setting out so scienti

fically and yet so simply and clearly 
just how far the psychologist has a 
right to go in analyzing and evalu
ating mystical experience. The 
mystical experience in his mind is 
not a purely subjective thing, but 
is linked up with life, has objec
tivity, and this objectivity puts its 
true evaluation and interpretation 
beyond the realm of the psychologist 
into the field of the philosopher and 
metaphysicist.

What is mysticism? Is the mys
tical experience confined to an ab
normal type of person? Are as- 
cetism and mysticism necessarily 
linked together? These are some of 
the questions that the author con
siders. Prof. Jones does not hold 
the extreme view that “ no exper
ience short of ecstacy should be 
called mystical,” rather he defines 
mystical religion “ as an overbrim
ming experience of contact, fellow
ship or even union with a larger life 
which impinges on our own.” Al
though some of the great mystics 
of history have verged on the ab
normal at times in both their men
tal and physical health, yet none of 
them was satisfied with the mystical 
experience as an end in itself. It 
was on the other hand a basis for a 
life of service and not only that but 
a safeguard, a balance wheel, an in
tegrator. And with this dynamic, 
integrating, balancing force that is
sues from the mystical experience 
and is “ born of Grod” comes also a 
love which rises above all self in
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terest, “ loving not to get something 
but only to love. ” These two great 
forces may and will change a dis
traught purposeless life into a 
“ hundred-horsepower person,” as 
in the case of George Fox, who, the 
author says, “ is an excellent illu
stration of the cohesive power of a 
great experience of God. It turned 
his darkness into light, his sadness 
into joy, his despair into hope and 
under its influence his poor dis
traught mind seized upon and held 
to a constructive central purpose.”

The author aids us, too, to clarify 
our thinking about asceticism, “ to 
see how natural sacrifice and self- 
inflicted pain may be” for “ there is 
a way of life for which it is not too 
much to pluck out an eye which 
hinders” and yet to indorse his 
clear-cut conclusion that ‘ ‘ the stern 
way of life entails no hatred of life” 
and that asceticism is no necessary 
part of the mystic experience or the 
life of the Spirit. Rather “ the 
mystics . . . are those highly sen
sitized persons whose lives seem to 
lie open inwardly to the presence of 
an immanent L ife.”

Helpful, too, is the distinction the 
author makes between genuine mys
tical experience and occult pheno
mena. He leaves the value of the 
latter to be determined in the fu
ture by scientific research, but the 
former is unmistakable for it 
“ brings creative energies for the 
spiritual tasks of the race.” “ It 
promotes health and sanity. It 
brightens moral power. It vastly 
increases one’s ability to stand the 
universe. ’ ’

In his chapter on ‘ ‘ Mysticism and 
Religious Education” Dr. Jones 
emphasizes even more strongly that 
mysticism, as he is interpreting it,

is not only quite independent of as
ceticism and abnormality, but is or 
at least may be and should be the 
basis for a normal, complete life. 
Mystical experience is rare only be
cause we fail to cultivate the spiri
tual nature in children and young 
people and becanse “ all excellence 
is difficult.” “ Mystical exper
ience,” he says, “ by which I mean 
capacity to see the invisible, per
sonal discovery of God, and joyous 
consciousness of divine presence, is 
no more difficult than any other su
preme achievement.”

He expresses, what many of us 
sense, the need of a fundamentally 
spiritual environment for our chil
dren from their earliest training 
through their college course. He 
pleads not for less emphasis on the 
externals, the preparation for suc
cessful doing, but for a search for 
“ a type of education which will en
able us to find ourselves and to re
cover interior peace and joy and 
power.” Two other quotations 
from this chapter will show us how 
deeply Dr. Jones believes the roots 
of the spiritual forces in a child’s 
life should go, and how important 
it is to have spiritually minded 
teachers.

“ No child ever knows howT he 
comes to have confidence in the ex
ternal world, but his faith in it is 
largely due to the unquestioning 
faith that everybody else has in it. 
So, too, if God is real to those who 
form the child’s social group, He 
quickly becomes an essential part of 
the child’s life .”

‘ ‘ Children are far more mystical- 
minded than their elders suspect, 
and mystics would not be so rare if 
we made better use of the culture of 
silence in the lives of our children.”
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Perhaps the greatest contribution 
in Dr. Jones’ book is in the two 
chapters oil Mysticism and Organi
zation. The question Prof. Jones 
raises in these chapters is whether 
the mystical experience cannot be 
a group experience as well as an in
dividual experience. He points out 
in tracing the history of the Chris
tian Church, that mysticism has 
usually been considered as belong
ing to individuals. But he main
tains “ that the solitary character of 
mysticism is not due to the essen
tial nature of it .” “ I am con
vinced,” he says, “ that mysticism 
flourishes best in a group, and that 
it can, if left to itself, produce out 
of its experience a type of organi
zation that favors its growth and 
increase in depth and power.”

He would have us synthesize 
‘ ‘ primitive Christianity ” a n d  
“ modern efficiency.” “ Can we 
not,” he asks, “ be flooded with the 
consciousness of G-ocl and at the 
same time perfect some form of or
ganization that will be the effective 
body and instrument of that exper
ience!” What happened in the 
history of Christianity we must now 
avoid. The church, the organiza
tion “ quickly became a substitute 
for the experience of God, for the 
way of life. ’ ’ The primitive church 
was a “ spiritual fellowship.” “ Its 
driving power was a consciousness 
of the Spirit.” He is looking for 
and believing possible the same 
dynamic in a modern organization. 
The “ Society of Friends” or Quak
ers, have most nearly approached 
the ideal of the primitive church. 
Among them “ it soon came to be 
discovered that, where many to
gether in hush and silence, were 
seeking for direct communion and

companionship with God, each one 
helped all the rest.” In this man
ner they achieved unity of thought 
and purpose, and solved their prob
lems both practical and spiritual. 
“ They did together what no one 
perhaps could have done alone.” 
This, he claims, “ is mysticism not 
of solitude and self-seeking; it is 
practical mysticism of life and ac
tion. ’ ’

“ The Kingdom of God” has not 
been built here because no one has 
expected it to be but has only look
ed for it in a life beyond. When 
whole groups believe and act on the 
belief, in “ the power of the Spirit 
to raise life to complete health and 
holiness” when this belief is as
sumed as normal for everyone 
rather than relegated to a few su
pernatural saints, then we shall be 
in a way to build the Kingdom of 
God right here on earth.

Each one who believes as ’Adbu ’1- 
Baha tells us, that “ man is, in 
reality, a Spiritual being, and only 
when he lives in the Spirit is he 
truly happy,” will feel grateful to 
the author that he has added the 
testimony of his clear intellect and 
his rich personal experience to es
tablish the fact that this life of the 
Spirit is a fundamental need of the 
well-balanced life of the individual 
as well as the dynamic through 
group consultation which is to bring 
the Kingdom of Heaven to earth.

As we come to the close of the 
book we hope with the author that 
“ in some favored time, there may 
be such a Church of the Spirit.” 
But we would go farther and ask— 
has not the foundation for this 
reign of the Spirit already been 
laid by Baha’u ’llak!
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Rabbi Martin A. Meyer in whose Synagogue, Temple Emmanuel-El in 
San Francisco, in  1912, lAbdu’l-Bahà delivered one of the most awaken
ing and dynamic of all of His addresses in America.— (See page 109).
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“ When perfect justice reigns in every country of the East
ern and W estern world, then will the earth become a place of 
beauty. The dignity and equality of every servant of God will 
be acknowledged; the ideal of the solidarity of the human race, 
the true brotherhood of man, will be realized, and the glorious 
Light of the Sun of Truth will illumine the souls of all m en.”

— ’A b d u ’l-Baha.

In  a  r e m a r k a b l e  interview in the 
July American Magazine, E. Stan
ley Jones, for seventeen years mis
sionary in India, states why Chris
tianity as at present organized has 
failed to appeal to the Orient, while 
the life and ideals of Jesus, on the 
other hand, present an irresistible 
appeal.

“ The keen minded Indians,” he 
says, “ see a distinction between 
Christ and Christinaity. They are 
open to the one, but hestiant about 
the other.”

Christianity, in the Hindu mind, 
is bound up with the racial pre
judices, superiority complex, and 
imperialism of the Occident. But 
to be called a man of Christlike 
character, that appeals for “ in all 
India today there is no figure that 
stands so high as Jesus.”

Gandhi, whom Hindus are fond 
of calling a ‘ ‘ Christlike character, ’ ’ 
was as a young man brought into 
close contact with Christianity, at
tending regularly in South Africa a 
W esleyan Church at the invitation 
of Christian friends. But at this 
susceptible and formative period,

Christianity as it was practiced did 
not satisfactorily meet the discrim
inating judgment and earnest con
science of this great soul.

“ The sermons were uninspir
ing ,” said Gandhi. “ The congre
gation did not inspire me as being 
particularly religious; they appear
ed to be rather wordly-minded peo
ple going to church for recreation 
or in conformity to custom.”

Thus Christianity lost an oppor
tunity, through the power of a great 
world leader, to directly reach the 
heart of India.

“ F o u r  g r e a t  i ie n -d r a k c e s , ”  says 
missionary Jones, “ stand in the 
way of Christianity in its attempt 
to influence the Orient:

“First is th is  re lig io u s snobbery  th a t  we 
h av e  been d iscussing , th e  u g ly  side of de- 
n om inationa lism .

“Second is th e  ap p a llin g  d e a r th  of re a l i ty  
in  th e  re lig ious life  of g r e a t  n u m b ers  of 
p ro fessed  C h ris tia n s .

“Third is  ra c e  p re ju d ice .
“Fourth is economic ex p lo ita tio n .
“ F o u r  g r e a t  im m o ra litie s  o f C h r is tia n ity  

— th a t  is th e  w ay  th e  E a s t  re g a rd s  them .
“ E v ery w h ere ,” he sa id , “ th e  m odern  

w orld  is dem an d in g  of re lig io n  th a t  i t  be 
lived an d  no t m ere ly  ta lk ed . T h is  is  t ru e  
of In d ia  as  of A m erica .”
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What is the answer to this chal
lenge of Asia as respects Christian
ity? None—unless organized 
Christianity gives up these immor
alities, says Dr. Jones.

“ When Christian peoples cease 
to exploit weaker peoples—when 
they quit discriminating solely be
cause of race and color—when they 
adopt religion as a life to be lived 
rather than a lot of things to do—  
when the denominations begin to 
practice genuine good will among 
themselves and also toward the non
Christian world—then, and then 
only, will the road be cleared for 
Christ through the highways of the 
earth.”

I t  is  t b u e  that the world of to
day demands realities and not dog
mas. It measures a man or a re
ligion by deeds, and not by words. 
We cannot carry to Asia the Bible 
in one hand and the machine-gun 
in the other; nor utter words of 
Christian brotherhood from hearts 
deep-dyed with racial prejudice.

The only religion that can appeal 
today is one which not only teaches 
brotherhood, but practices it.

How the B aha’i Movement ap
peals in this regard, is described by 
Dr. Jones in an interesting incident 
which occurred in a Pullman car 
in this country.

“ Recently on the train,” he says,

“ I  noticed a Pullman porter read
ing a book on Bahaism. I  asked 
why it interested him, and he said, 
‘ Because it teaches me brother
hood.’ ‘D oesn’t Christianity?’ I  
asked him. ‘N o’ he answered, ‘not 
this kind of brotherhood—this is 
apart from race.’ ”

“ Is our Christian brotherhood 
limited to the white race?” asks 
the missionary of seventeen years 
Indian service.

“ E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  should have 
his chance,” concludes Dr. Jones. 
“ The test should be personal, not 
racial. Every child born in society 
should have an equal opportunity 
with every other child to rise to the 
top if its inherent powers will al
low it to do so. And this apart from  
xace and birth and color.”

A  noble ideal, th is ! Missionary 
Jones sees it as the ideal of a “ truly 
Christian society.” Is it not, in 
fact, the ideal of the millenium, of 
the Kingdom of G-od on earth, to
ward which every Prophet, every 
Pounder of a divine religion, has 
worked ?

May it be the privilege of Baha’is 
to accomplish throughout the world 
significant steps toward the realiza
tion of this hope of the ages—the 
Golden Age in which justice, 
brotherhood, universal peace and 
world unity will prevail.

“ In reality God has created man for love’s sake. God has endowed 
man with creation so that he may illumine the world with the flame of 
brotherhood and express the utmost state of unity and accord. This 
state would express God’s good pleasure; this ivould be the prosperity  
of the world of humanity.” -— ’Abdu’l-Baha.
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“ The most blessed condition is the condition of prayer 
and supplication. Prayer is conversation with God. The 
greatest attainment or the sweetest state is none other than 
conversation with God. It creates spirituality, creates mind
fulness and celestial feelings, begets new attractions of the 
Kingdom and engenders the susceptibilities of the higher in
telligence.

“ Prayer and supplication are so effective that they in
spire one’s heart for the whole day with high ideals and su
preme sanctity and calmness. One’s heart must be sensitive 
to the music of prayer. He must feel the effect of prayer.

“ Man becomes like a stone unless he continually sup
plicates to God. The heart of man is like a mirror which is 
covered with dust, and to cleanse it one must continually pray 
to God that it may become clean. The act of supplication is 
the polish which erases all worldly desires. . . . Prayer
is a key by which the doors of the kingdom are opened. There 
are many subjects which are difficult for man to solve. But 
during prayer and supplication they are unveiled.

“ 0  thou spiritual friend! Thou has asked the wisdom  
of prayer. Know thou that prayer is indispensable and ob
ligatory and man under no pretext whatsoever is excused 
therefrom unless he be mentally unsound or an insurmount
able obstacle prevent him.

“ The wisdom of prayer is this—that it causes a connec
tion between the servant and the True One because in that 
state of prayer man with all his heart and soul turns his face 
towards His Highness the Almighty, seeking His association 
and desiring His love and compassion.

lk

>

“ Prayer and supplication are two wings whereby man 
soars toward the heavenly mansion of the True One. . . .  It 
is incumbent upon thee to turn unto the Kingdom of God and 
to pray, supplicate and invoke during all times. This is the 
means by which thy soul shall ascend upward to the apex of
t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d .” - -’Á b d u ’l-B a h á .
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W H E N C E  C O M E S T H E  L IG H T
CHAPTER III. ’A b d u ’l - B a h d  t h e  I n t e r p r e t e r  

L o u l ie  A. M a t h e w s

“All the Prophets of God . . . appeared in the world for the education of
humanity, to develop immature souls into maturity, to transform the ignorant of man- 
hind into the knowing, thereby establishing love and unity through divine education 
and training.”— ’Abdu’l-Bahd.

ANCIENT prophecy unfolded in 
a single golden honr. For on 

the twenty-third of May in 1844 a 
divinely inspired youth cried the 
glad-tidings of a Prophet come to 
earth—the Servant of G-od was 
born—-while science in the western 
world flashed over vibrant wires 
the message: “ What hath God
wrought! ’ ’

’Abdu’l-Baha, Servant of God, 
was a title given Abbas Effendi eld
est son of Baha’u ’llah, He Who was 
destined to tread the path of m ar
tyrdom at the side of the Prophet 
and to carry aloft the light of His 
Message.

When scarcely eight years old 
the serenity of childhood was rude
ly shaken by persecution and mass
acre. Astonished eyes beheld an 
infuriated mob sack and destroy 
His home, and childish ears were 
filled with rumors of torture in
flicted on friend and neighbor. 
Time was freighted with anguish.

Once the child saw His Father 
while yet imprisoned in Tihran, the 
beloved figure weighted with chains, 
emaciated, almost unrecognized. 
The horror etched upon His sensi
tive heart in that moment was never 
effaced. Days dragged on. A full 
season passed before B aha’u ’llah 
was brought to a secret trial. Faith 
alone sustained the anxious ones. 
Relief, even joy, accompanied the 
sentence of exile. W hat mattered 
the long journey to Baghdad, the

farewell to familiar haunts of 
childhood—the native land ’Abdu’l- 
Baha was never to see again! The 
loved ones were reunited!

Baghdad, city of romance, cast 
the first shadow of exile—a shadow 
that was to envelop the life of the 
Servant of God. In  the strange 
country, throngs sought Baha’u- 
’llah’s wisdom; in all duties ’Ab- 
du’l-Baha helped His Father. And 
often the child was to be found in 
the mosques discoursing and as
tounding the learned doctors.

While B aha’u ’llah was in the 
wildernes the boy grew more and 
more thoughtful, devoting long 
hours to meditation and prayer and 
assuming grave responsibilities.

The interval of mystic contem
plation ended, Baha’u ’llah descend
ed the mountain.

Nineteeen years had passed since 
the Bab proclaimed the advent of a 
Prophet. Again it was May with 
its carpet of flowers, the crescent 
moon shimmered in the waters of 
the Tigris, and the tent of Baha
’u ’llah was pitched in the fragrant 
garden of Ridvan. Groups of 
thoughtful believers pressed about 
Him—among them Q urratu’1-Ayn, 
a woman of noble birth, a favored 
disciple of the Bab.

The Prophet, majestic against 
the beauty of the night, speaking as 
one sent by God, announced Him
self as “ Him Whom God would 
manifest.”
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’Abdu’l-Baha listened to the mo
mentous declaration. He was the 
first to hear the declaration His 
heart had already foretold. Qur- 
ra tu ’l-Ayn, throwing aside the veil 
of tradition, cried aloud: “ Verily, 
the trumpet you are expecting—it is 
I ! The bell for which you are listen
ing—it is I! I  am the sounding 
bugle in the name of tru th! The 
King of Might hath appeared! Be
hold the resplendent L igh t! Hark
en to the melodies of the New A ge! 
Partake of the New Life that is 
being infused into every existing 
th ing! ’ ’

As the spiritual fire of the Baha’i 
message increased, the Mullahs met 
and discussed how best to stamp 
out the conflagration. “ Let us de
mand a miracle” they cried. To 
their astonishment B aha’u ’llah 
consented—whereupon the Mullahs 
refused. A panic ensued among 
the doctors of law. Secret con
claves were held and the episode of 
the miracle added another strand of 
hatred. The gates of Baghdad 
closed against Him.

B aha’u ’llah was next banished to 
Constantinople.

During the long march ’Abdu’l- 
Baha rode beside the camel of His 
Father and guarded His tent by 
night. Now He was addressed by 
the household as Master and often 
referred to by Baha’u ’llah as “ The 
Branch.” When the final decree of 
exile was pronounced, the youth had 
entered manhood.

The Most Great Prison of ’Akka 
received Baha’u ’llah and eighty- 
four followers. Crowded into two 
small rooms, sickness from exhaus
tion and privation rapidly spread 
among them. Only ’Abdu’l-Baha 
and one other were able to minister

to their needs. Life was desolate 
yet sadness did not lie at the hearts 
of these brave disciples.

Twice twelve months passed. 
Suddenly the barracks were com
mandeered for a detachment of 
Turkish soldiers and the exiles were 
removed.

The family was then confined in 
two rooms near by; one allotted to 
Bahá’u ’lláh, while thirteen men, 
women and children were crowded 
together in the other. Thus they 
lived for nine years! Gradually, 
however, the severe restrictions im
posed by the imperial firmans were 
left in abeyance and after a num
ber of years a little more space was 
added to their meager habitation.

Into these rude quarters came 
Fatima, daughter of Mírzá Muham
mad Ali Nahri, destined to become 
the wife of ’Abdu’l-Bahá. Her 
lineage flowed from two pure 
sources; in direct descent from Mu
hammad through her father, while 
her great grandmother was an In
dian princess of royal blood. In
heriting vast wealth, her grand
father constructed an aqueduct to 
bring water from the mountains to 
Najaf and the name Nahri (stream 
of water) was conferred upon the 
family. Her father and one brother 
responded to the call of the Báb 
and ardently espoused His Cause. 
This heretical departure stamped 
them as infidels under the Muham
madan law and enabled the ambiti
ous members of the family to seize 
the entire fortune. The g irl’s young- 
life was sapped by persecutions and 
stormy happenings, but under the 
stress of circumstance lay a divine 
destiny revealed in this wise:

While on a pilgrimage to Mecca 
a mysterious tablet was thrust into
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the hand of the brother who com
panioned her. At once they recog
nized the writing of Agâ Jân, known 
throughout Persia as the pen of 
Bahâ’u ’llâh, and when alone 
breathlessly opened the precious 
document. I t  contained instruc
tions to remain in Jedda until the 
departure of all the pilgrims—then 
to set out for Alexandria. Upon 
reaching Egypt they were directed 
to embark on an Austrian steamer 
calling at the port of ’Akkâ and to 
remain on the boat until a mes
senger arrived.

Anchored in the harbor of ’Akkâ 
no messenger appeared!

The anxious hours of waiting 
were spent in prayer. Night fell. 
As the anchor was weighed, the 
promised escort loomed out of the 
darkness.

The journey fraught with danger 
and suspense ended in the presence 
of Bahâ’u ’llah, "Whose first words 
were: “ ¥ e  have brought you into 
the Prison at a time when the door 
of meeting is closed to all believers. 
This is for no other reason than 
to prove to everyone the Power and 
Might of God.”

The family of Kaleem received 
the young girl. One day the master 
of the house returned from the 
presence of Bahâ’u ’llah great hap
piness shining from his counten
ance, saying: “ I have brought a
most wonderful gift for you. I t  is 
this : a new name has been given 
you and that name is ‘Moneereh’ 
(illumined one).” Instantly re
membrance flashed that one called 
Moneereh would become the wife of 
’Abdu’l-Bahâ.

In this wise her destiny came to 
pass.

Moneereh writes of her m ar
riage : ‘ ‘ If I  were to set down the

details of the fifty years of my as
sociation with the Beloved of the 
world, of His love, His mercy and 
bounty, I  would need fifty years 
more of time and opportunity, yet, 
were the seas of the world turned 
into ink, and the leaves of the forest 
into paper, I  could not render ade
quate justice to the subject.”

Today, under the shadow of 
Mount Carmel, Moneereh and four 
daughters minister to pilgrims 
from all parts of the world. Here 
too is the noble figure of Bahiyyih 
Khanum, addressed as the “ Great
est Holy Leaf.” Daughter of Baha- 
’u ’llah, she was born to a heritage 
of affliction which challenges des
cription. Loving servitude became 
her calling and the sanctity of her 
life will shine as a beacon down the 
ages.

After ’Abdu’l-Baha’s marriage, 
life in ’Akka continued as of old. 
The Master poured Himself out in 
tender devotion to His Father and 
guarded His hours of prayer and 
meditation from intrusion. Calum
nies were dispelled in the radiance 
of the Servant of God who ever ac
cented unity, while darts of hatred 
were deflected by an armor of love. 
The principles of B aha’u ’llah were 
mirrored in every act of the Mas
te r ’s life.

The imprisonment and cruelty 
accorded the Messengers of God 
seem to represent the hardened 
heart and unawakened conscience 
of humanity, while the joyous free
dom of Baha’u ’llah’s last years in 
Bahji foreshadow a coming millen
ium. W hat infinite happiness must 
have been reflected from ’Abdu’l- 
Baha in the heavenly days near the 
garden of Bidvan!

The Master Who had lived at the 
feet of a Divine Being was called
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u p o n  to  e x p e r ie n c e  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  B e lo v e d — to  e n d u r e  th e  c r o w n 
in g  s o r r o w  o f  th e  lo s s  o f  B a h a ’u 
’l la h ,  th e  a s c e n s io n  o f  W h o s e  s p i r i t  
w a s  a s  th e  w i th d r a w a l  o f  t h e  s u n , 
p a l in g  th e  b e a u ty  o f  c r e a t io n .

T h e  “ B r a n c h ”  b e c a m e  th e  C e n 
t e r  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t .  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
s p o k e  o f  H i s  o w n  s t a t i o n  in  th e s e  
w o r d s :  “ M y  n a m e  is  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  
S e r v a n t  o f  G o d , m y  r e a l i t y  is  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  m y  p r a i s e  i s  ’A b d u ’l-  
B a h a  . . .  N o  n a m e , n o  t i t l e ,  
n o  m e n t io n ,  n o  c o m m e n d a t io n  h a v e  
I  n o r  e v e r  w il l  s a v e  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  
S e r v a n t  o f  G o d .”

T h u s  H e  d e s c r ib e s  H is  s p i r i t u a l  
m i s s i o n :  “ A ll  m y  th o u g h t s  a r e
c e n te r e d  a b o u t  th e  p r o c l a m a t io n  o f  
th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . I  h a v e  a  
la m p  in  m y  h a n d  s e a r c h in g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  l a n d s  a n d  th r o u g h  th e  s e a s  to  
f in d  s o u ls  to  h e r a l d  th e  C a u s e  o f  
B a h a ’u ’l la h . D a y  a n d  n i g h t  a m  I  
e n g a g e d  in  th i s  w o rk . I  e n t e r  a l l  
m e e t in g s ,  a l l  c h u rc h e s ,  a l l  r e l ig io n s  
t h a t  th e  C a u s e  m a y  s p r e a d .  M e n  
m u s t  le a v e  th e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  l i f e  f o r  
t h a t  w h ic h  is  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .  Y o u  
m u s t  d ie  to  y o u r s e l f  a n d  th e  w o r ld  
so  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  b o r n  a g a i n  to  
th e  k in g d o m  o f  h e a v e n .  B e h o ld  th e  
c a n d le  h o w  i t  g iv e s  i t s  l ig h t .  I t  
w e e p s  i t s  l i f e  a w a y  d r o p  b y  d r o p  in  
o r d e r  to  g iv e  f o r t h  i t s  f la m e  o f  
l ig h t .  ’ ’

I t  w a s  th e  w is h  o f  B a h a ’u ’l la h  
t h a t  a  S h r in e  s h o u ld  b e  b u i l t  o n  
M o u n t  C a r m e l  a s  th e  f in a l  r e s t i n g  
p la c e  o f  th e  B a b  W h o s e  r e m a in s  
h a d  b e e n  h id d e n  b y  d e v o te d  d i s 
c ip le s  th e s e  m a n y  lo n g  y e a r s .  A c 
c o r d in g ly  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  c o m m e n c e d  
th i s  w o rk , b u t  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f e a r 
in g  th e  c o n c e a lm e n t  o f  a r m s  c lo s e d  
p r i s o n  d o o r s ,  s h u t t i n g  o u t  f r e e d o m  
f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s .  T h e n  l ik e  a  m i s t  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  m e l t e d  a w a y  a n d  th e

M a s t e r  c o m p le te d  th e  S h r in e .
A t  th i s  t im e  m a n y  p i lg r im s  c a m e  

to  ’A k k a . A s  a  h o s t  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ’s 
g e n iu s  s h o n e . I n  H is  p r e s e n c e  
c a s te  d id  n o t  e x is t— p r e ju d ic e  o f  
J e w  a n d  G e n ti le ,  M u h a m m a d a n  a n d  
H in d u  b e c a m e  le s s  t h a n  a  m e m o ry . 
H e  c o n v e y e d  a  h a p p in e s s  to  th e  
h e a r t — t h r i l l i n g  a n d  r e a l — a  h a p 
p in e s s  th e  w o r ld  k n o w s  n o th in g  o f. 
T o  th e  p r o f f e r e d  s y m p a th y  o f  
p i l g r im s  H e  r e p l i e d : ‘ ‘ T h e r e  is  
n o  p r i s o n  s a v e  th e  p r i s o n  o f  
s e l f . ”  A n d  s m i l in g ly  a d d e d :  
“ P r i s o n s  r e s t  m e .”  I n  a  t a b l e t  
th e  M a s t e r  w r o t e :  “ G r ie v e  n o t  b e 
c a u s e  o f  m y  im p r i s o n m e n t  a n d  
c a la m i ty  f o r  th i s  p r i s o n  i s  m y  
b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n ,  m y  m a n s io n e d  
p a r a d i s e ,  a n d  m y  th r o n e  o f  d o 
m in io n  a m o n g  m a n k in d .  ’ ’

T h o r n to n  C h a s e , th e  f i r s t  A m e r i 
c a n  to  e m b ra c e  th e  C a u s e ,  w r i t e s  
f r o m  ’A k k a  t h u s :  “ W e  r e m a in e d  
w i th in  th o s e  w a l ls ,  p r i s o n e r s  w i th  
H im  W h o  d w e lls  i n  t h a t  G r e a t e s t  
P r i s o n  . . . N o  w is h , n o  d e s i r e
is  t h e r e ,  s a v e  th e  g o o d  o f  m a n k in d ,  
th e  p e a c e  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  th e  a c k n o w l
e d g m e n t  o f  th e  F a t h e r h o o d  o f  G o d  
a n d  th e  m u tu a l  r i g h t s  o f  H is  c h i l
d r e n .  I n d e e d ,  th e  r e a l  p r i s o n  . . . 
i s  o u ts id e  o f  th e s e  s to n e  w a l ls ,  w i th 
in  is  f r e e d o m  a n d  th e  p u r e  a u r a  o f  
th e  s p i r i t . ”

I n  1907 th e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  
s e n t  f o u r  o ffic ia ls , h e a d e d  b y  ’A r iz  
B e y , to  i n t e r r o g a t e  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
w i th  th e  in t e n t io n  o f  p u t t i n g  H im  
to  d e a th .  H e  r e c e iv e d  t h i s  n e w s  
w i th  r a d i a n t  a c q u ie s c e n c e .  F i r m l y  
d e n y in g  th e  c h a r g e s  p r e f e r r e d  
a g a i n s t  H im , ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  e x 
p r e s s e d  e n t i r e  w i l l in g n e s s  to  m e e t  
d e a t h  i f  th e  t r i b u n a l  so  o r d a in e d .  
T h e  I t a l i a n  c o n s u l  c a m e  f o r w a r d  
a n d  o f f e r e d  s a f e  c o n d u c t  to  f o r e ig n  
p o r t s  b u t  th e  M a s t e r  d e c l in e d , s a y 
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i n g  t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e  B a b  n o r  B a h a -  
’u ’l l a h  fle d  f r o m  e n e m ie s ,  n o r  
s h o u ld  H e . D a i ly  r o u n d s  a m o n g  
th e  p o o r  w e r e  q u ie t ly  c o n t in u e d  a n d  
c h a n t in g  H o d ’s p r a i s e  H e  c a lm ly  
a w a i t e d  th e  e n d . T h e  o ffic ia ls  
r e a c h e d  t h e i r  n a t iv e  l a n d  a s  a  r e v o 
lu t io n  b r o k e  o v e r  T u r k e y .  T h e  o ld  
r e g im e  c r u m b le d  b e f o r e  th e  o n 
s l a u g h t  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  T u r k s  a n d  i n 
s t e a d  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
th e  e n v o y s  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  flee  f o r  
t h e i r  o w n  l iv e s .  T h e  S u l t a n ,  A b d u l  
H a m id ,  w h o  h a d  s e n t  th e m  to  ’A k k a  
w a s  b o u n d  in  c h a in s .

T h e  f i r s t  a c t  o f  th e  M o d e r n i s t s  
w a s  to  f r e e  r e l ig io u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
p r i s o n e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  O t to m a n  
E m p i r e .  A n d  th u s  in  th e  y e a r  1908, 
a t  th e  a g e  o f  s ix ty - s ix ,  th e  H o ly  
P r i s o n e r  b e c a m e  a  f r e e  m a n .  A s  a  
f r e e  m a n ,  H e  c o n t in u e d  a  l i f e  o f  
c e a s e le s s  a c t i v i ty ,  m a k in g  b u t  o n e  
c h a n g e — le a v in g  ’A k k a  a n d  h e n c e 
f o r t h  d w e l l in g  in  H a i f a  t e n  m ile s  
d i s t a n t .

P e o p le  o f  a l l  l a n d s  a n d  c r e e d s  
b e s o u g h t  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  to  v i s i t  th e  
W e s t  a n d  y ie ld in g  to  t h e i r  e n t r e a t 
ie s  H e  s e t  s a i l  f o r  E n g l a n d .  A r 
r iv i n g  i n  L o n d o n  S e p te m b e r  3 rd , 
1911 , H is  g r e e t i n g  w a s : ‘ ‘ T h e  m a g 
n e t  o f  y o u r  lo v e  h a s  b r o u g h t  m e  to  
t h i s  c o u n tr y .  I  w a s  t i r e d  w h e n  I  
w e n t  o n  b o a r d  th e  s t e a m e r  b u t  
w h e n  I  r e a c h e d  L o n d o n  y o u r  g r e a t  
lo v e  r e f r e s h e d  m e .”  ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a ’s r a d i a n t  f ig u r e  a d o r n e d  th e  
p u lp i t s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  c h u r c h e s  a s  
w e ll  a s  th e  p l a t f o r m s  o f  m o d e r n  
th o u g h t— e v e r y w h e r e  h e  e x p la in e d  
“ th e  g i f t  o f  G o d  to  t h i s  e n l ig h te n 
e d  a g e .”

C r o s s in g  t h e  E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l ,  
th e  M a s t e r  g a v e  th r e e  m o n th s  o f 
H is  p r e c io u s  t im e  to  s p r e a d i n g  th e  
C a u s e  in  P a r i s  a n d  th e n  r e t u r n e d  
to  th e  E a s t  r e a c h in g  B a m le h ,  a

s u b u r b  o f  C a i r o ,  a t  C h r i s tm a s .
T h e  f o l lo w in g  s p r i n g  b r o u g h t  

H im  to  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T r a v e l 
in g  f r o m  c o a s t  to  c o a s t ,  H e  s e t  in  
m o t io n  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  B a h â ’u ’- 
l lâ h ,  e v in c e d  in  th e  F o u r t e e n  P o i n t s  
u s e d  b y  th e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t io n s  a n d  
to  b e  f o u n d  to d a y  i n  e v e r y  p u r 
p o s e f u l  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  d i s a r m a 
m e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n ts  b y  g e n e r a l  
a g r e e m e n t  w a s  a d v o c a te d  f r o m  
e v e r y  p l a t f o r m .  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d m in 
i s t r a t i o n  w a s  n o t  a n  a f f a i r  o f  
p o l i t ic s ,  in f lu e n c e  a n d  m o n e y , b u t  
a  s p i r i t u a l  f u n c t io n .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  w o r k  a s  w e ll  a s  p r a y e r  a n d  
m e d i t a t io n ,  w a s  a  f o r m  o f  t r u e  w o r 
s h ip .  H e  t a u g h t  t h a t  i n d e p e n d e n t  
s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h  c la r i f ie s  th o u g h t ,  
a n d  t h a t  t r u e  f r e e d o m  is  f o u n d  in  
s e v e r a n c e  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  d e s i r e .  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  r e l ig io n  
a n d  s c ie n c e , f o r m e r l y  c o n s id e r e d  
s e p a r a t e  f o r c e s ,  w e r e  i n  r e a l i t y  th e  
w in g s  o f  th e  b i r d  o f  h u m a n i ty —  
b o th  n e c e s s a r y  to  i t s  f l ig h t .

A f t e r  s e v e n  m o n th s  o f  in c e s s a n t  
t e a c h in g  a n d  s p e a k in g  t h r o u g h o u t  
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
s a i l e d  f o r  E n g l a n d  i n  D e c e m b e r  
1912 . H e r e  H e  w a t e r e d  th e  s e e d  
p l a n t e d  in  H is  p r e v io u s  v i s i t  a n d  
e x te n d e d  H is  t r a v e l s  a s  f a r  a s  
S c o t la n d .

T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n e w  y e a r  
f o u n d  th e  M a s t e r  a g a i n  in  P a r i s .  
E a c h  m o r n i n g  H e  g a v e  i n f o r m a l  
t a lk s  a t  H is  a p a r t m e n t ,  30 E u e  S t .  
D id ie r ,  a n d  a s  th e  g u e s t  o f  a  T h e o 
lo g ic a l  S e m in a r y  a n s w e r e d  q u e s 
t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  B a h a ’i  f a i t h .  
P a s t e u r  M o n n ie r  a s k e d :  “ W h a t  r e 
l a t i o n  d o e s  th e  C a u s e  o f  B a h â ’u -  
l lâ h , b e a r  to  t h a t  o f  C h r i s t ? ”  
’A b d u  ’1 - B a h â  r e p l i e d  : ‘ ‘ T h e
f o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  r e l i g io n  o f  G o d  
is  o n e . T h e  s a m e  b a s i s  w h ic h
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C h r i s t  l a i d  d o w n  a n d  w h ic h  h a d  
b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  w a s  r e n e w e d  b y  
B a h a ’u ’l l a h . ”

’A b d u ’l - B a h a  r e m a in e d  in  P a r i s  
tw o  m o n th s  a n d  th e n  c o n t in u in g  
H i s  t r a v e l s  v i s i t e d  S t u t t g a r t ,  B u d a 
p e s t  a n d  V ie n n a ,  a r i v i n g  i n  E g y p t  
l a t e  i n  M a y .

N o w  th e  M a s t e r  w a s  i n  H is  
s e v e n t i e th  y e a r .  H i s  lo n g  a n d  
a r d u o u s  l a b o r s  c u lm in a t in g  i n  th e s e  
y e a r s  o f  t r a v e l  h a d  s a p p e d  H is  
s t r e n g t h  a n d  w o r n  o u t  H i s  p o w e r 
f u l  f r a m e .

T h e  W o r ld  W a r  t h a t  ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a  h a d  so  a c c u r a t e ly  f o r e to ld  
w a s  n o w  a t  h a n d .  H e  h a d  f r e q u e n t 
ly  r e f e r r e d  to  i t  b o th  i n  E u r o p e  
a n d  A m e r ic a .  W h i le  in  C a l i f o r n i a  
in  1912  H e  s a i d :  “ W e  a r e  o n  th e  
e v e  o f  th e  b a t t l e  o f  A r m a g e d d o n  
r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  s ix t e e n th  c h a p 
t e r  o f  R e v e la t io n s .  T h e  t im e  is  
tw o  y e a r s  h e n c e  w h e n  b u t  a  s p a r k  
w il l  s e t  a f la m e  th e  w h o le  o f  E u 
r o p e . ”  A n d  a g a i n :  “ T o d a y  th e  
c o n t in e n t  o f  E u r o p e  is  l ik e  a n  a r 
s e n a l .  T h e  w h o le  o f  E u r o p e  w ill  
b e  s e t  a f la m e  a s  h a s  b e e n  p r o p h e s ie d  
in  th e  B o o k  o f  D a n ie l  a n d  b y  S t .  
J o h n .  A  t r e m e n d o u s  c o n f lic t  i s  a t  
h a n d .  I n  1917 k in g d o m s  w i l l  f a l l  
a n d  c a ta c ly s m s  w il l  r o c k  th e  e a r th .  ’ ’

W h e n  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  r e a c h e d  th e  
H o ly  L a n d  in  D e c e m b e r  o f  1913 , 
w i th  p ie r c in g  i n s i g h t  H e  o r g a n iz e d  
v a s t  p l a n t i n g s  n e a r  T i b e r i u s  a n d  
h a r v e s t e d  th e  g r a in .  T h u s ,  w h e n  
’A k k a  a n d  H a i f a  w e r e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  
s u p p l ie s  i t  w a s  H e  W h o  f e d  th e  p e o 
p le .  F o l lo w in g  th e  B r i t i s h  o c c u p a 
t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  w a s  
k n ig h te d  in  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  H is  f a r -  
s e e in g  w is d o m . T h i s  h o n o r  w a s  
f a v o r e d  w i th  H is  g r a c io u s  a c c e p t 
a n c e  i n  th e  t r a n q u i l  s p i r i t  e v e r  
s h o w n  t o w a r d  t e m p o r a l  a f f a i r s .

I t  w a s  th e  M a s t e r ’s c u s to m  to

d i s t r i b u t e  a lm s  e a c h  F r i d a y  a n d  
to  g iv e  to  th o s e  i n  n e e d  f r o m  H is  
o w n  s c a n ty  m e a n s .  A  m o t le y  
c r o w d  o f  w r e tc h e d  b e in g s — h u n g r y  
— s h iv e r in g — w a i t e d  i n  th e  c o u r t 
y a r d .  P l a c in g  c o in s  in  e a c h  o u t 
s t r e t c h e d  p a lm , s p e a k in g  liv ing - 
w o r d s ,  th e  M a s t e r  i n f u s e d  th e s e  
f o r s a k e n  o n e s  w i th  n e w  l i f e .  N o r  
d id  H is  c a r e  o f  th e  p e o p le  r e l a x  a s  
d e a th  a p p r o a c h e d .

A  l i f e t im e  o f  s e r v ic e  w a s  c r o w d 
e d  in to  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ’s l a s t  d a y s  o n  
e a r th .  I t  s e e m e d  a s  t h o u g h  H is  
h e a r t  c o u ld  n o t  c o n ta i n  th e  lo v e  t h a t  
o v e r f lo w e d  e v e n  to  th e  b i r d s  o f  th e  
a i r  a n d  th e  f lo w e rs  o f  th e  f ie ld .

F o r  w e ll  n ig h  t h i r t y  y e a r s  
I s m a  ’i l  A q a  h a d  b e e n  th e  g a r d e n e r .  
V iv id ly  d o e s  h e  r e c a l l  th e  M a s t e r ’s 
l a s t  v i s i t  to  th e  g a r d e n .  F o r  a  lo n g  
t im e  th e  B e lo v e d  O n e  s e e m e d  in  
a  d e e p  r e v e r i e — f in a l ly  c a l l in g  h im  
h e  s a i d :  “ F o r  y o u r  s a k e  w il l  I  e a t  
o f  t h i s  f r u i t .  ’ ’ W h i l s t  th e  g a r d e n e r  
p lu c k e d  s w e e t  le m o n s  th e  M a s t e r  
w a lk e d  to  th e  t r e e :  “ N a y ,  b u t  I  
m u s t  g a t h e r  th e m  w i th  m y  o w n  
h a n d s .  ’ ’ H a v in g  e a t e n  o f  th e  f r u i t ,  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  q u e s t io n e d :  “ D o  y o u  
d e s i r e  a n y th in g  m o r e  ? ’ ’ T h e n  r a i s 
in g  H is  h a n d s  w i th  a  p a th e t i c  
g e s tu r e ,  r e p e a t e d  s lo w ly , to u c h in g 
l y :  “ N o w  i t  i s  f in is h e d , i t  i s  
f i n i s h e d ! ’ ’ T h e s e  s ig n i f ic a n t  w o r d s  
p ie r c e d  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  f a i t h f u l  o n e  
l ik e  a  k n if e .

I s m a ’i l  A q a  u n d e r s to o d .
A  s e r v a n t  i n  th e  h o u s e  w a s  

b e t r o th e d  a n d  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  p r e s 
s e d  f o r w a r d  th e  m a r r i a g e  t h a t  H e  
m ig h t  b le s s  i t  w i t h  P lis  p r e s e n c e .

O n  th e  l a s t  m o r n in g  th e  M a s t e r  
a r o s e  e a r l y  to  c h a n t  a n d  p r a y  a s  
w a s  H is  w o n t . A l th o u g h  H e  d id  
n o t  a t t e n d  th e  f e a s t  g iv e n  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n  b y  a  P a r s i  p i l g r i m  o n  
f o u n t  C a r m e l ,  H e  p r e s s e d  th e
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f r i e n d s  to  g o . R e t u r n i n g ,  o n e  e x 
c la im e d :  “ T h e  g iv e r  o f  th e  f e a s t  
w a s  u n h a p p y  b e c a u s e  Y o u  w e r e  
n o t  p r e s e n t . ”  ’A b d u  ’l - B a h a
s m ile d :  “ B u t  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  th o u g h  
m y  b o d y  w a s  a b s e n t ,  m y  s p i r i t  w a s  
in  y o u r  m id s t— th e  f r i e n d s  m u s t  
n o t  a t t a c h  a n y  im p o r t a n c e  to  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  m y  b o d y . I n  s p i r i t  I  
a m , a n d  s h a l l  a lw a y s  b e , w i th  th e  
f r i e n d s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  b e  f a r  
a w a y . ’ ’

A s  n ig h t  f e l l  t h e  B e lo v e d  i n q u i r 
e d  f o r  th e  h e a l t h  o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  
o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld  a n d  o f  t h e  p i l 
g r im s  a n d  f r i e n d s  i n  H a i f a .  H e a r 
in g  t h a t  n o n e  w e r e  il l ,  H e  r e m a r k e d  
q u ie t ly  : “  V e r y  G o o d . Y e r y  g o o d . ”  
T h e  h o u r s  g r e w  s h o r t .

’A b d u ’l - B a h a ’s t h o u g h t f u l  c a r e  
p e n e t r a t e d  e v e r y  n e e d . H e  u r g e d  
th e  f a m i ly  to  ta k e  t h e i r  r e s t ,  a s s u r 
in g  th e m  t h a t  H e  r e q u i r e d  n o th in g .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  tw o  o f  H is  d a u g h t e r s  
r e m a in e d  n e a r  a n d  a t  m id n ig h t  o n e  
e n te r e d  th e  r o o m  w i th  a  l i t t l e  
n o u r i s h m e n t .  A s  i t  w a s  o f f e re d , 
th e  M a s t e r ’s c l e a r  v o ic e  r a n g  o u t :

“ Y o u  w is h  m e  to  t a k e  f o o d  a n d  I  
a m  g o i n g ? ”

C a s t in g  a b o u t  H im  a  r a d i a n t  
g la n c e  o f  lo v e , w i th  th e  c lo a k  o f  
B a h a ’u ’l la h  s p r e a d  o v e r  H im , th e  
S e r v a n t  o f  G o d  f in i s h e d  H is  l a b o r s  
in  th e  v i n e y a r d  o f  t h e  L o r d  a n d  
p a s s e d  f o r e v e r  f r o m  th e  s ig h t  o f  
m e n .

“ T h e  e y e s  t h a t  h a d  a lw a y s  lo o k 
e d  w i th  lo v in g  k in d n e s s  u p o n  h u 
m a n i ty ,  w h e th e r  f r i e n d  o r  fo e , 
w e r e  n o w  c lo se d . T h e  h a n d s  t h a t  
h a d  e v e r  b e e n  s t r e t c h e d  f o r t h  to  
g iv e  a lm s  to  th e  p o o r ,  a n d  th e  
n e e d y , th e  h a l t ,  a n d  th e  m a im e d , 
th e  b l in d ,  th e  o r p h a n  a n d  th e  
w id o w , h a d  f in is h e d  T h e i r  la b o r .  
T h e  f e e t  t h a t  w i th  u n t i r i n g  z e a l  
h a d  g o n e  u p o n  t h e  c e a s e le s s  e r 
r a n d s  o f  th e  L o r d  w e r e  n o w  a t  r e s t .  
T h e  l ip s  t h a t  h a d  so  e lo q u e n t ly  
c h a m p io n e d  m e n  w e r e  n o w  h u s h e d  
i n  s i le n c e . T h e  h e a r t  t h a t  h a d  
th r o b b e d  w i th  w o n d r o u s  lo v e  f o r  
th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  G o d  w a s  s t i l l e d . ” *

*“The Passing of ’Abdu’l-Baha” by Lady 
Blomfield and Shoghi Effendi.

A x  E x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  l a s t  T a b l e t  r e v e a l e d  b y  ’A b d u ’l - 
B a h a  f o r  t h e  B a h a ’i s  i n  A m e r ic a

‘ ‘ ’A b d u  ’l - B a h a  is  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  t h in k in g  o f  y o u  a n d  
m e n t io n in g  y o u , f o r  th e  f r i e n d s  o f  G o d  a r e  d e a r  to  H im . 
E v e r y  m o r n i n g  a t  d a w n  I  s u p p l i c a te  th e  K in g d o m  o f  G o d  
a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  f il le d  w i th  th e  b r e a t h  o f  th e  H o ly  
S p i r i t ,  so  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e c o m e  b r i l l i a n t  c a n d le s ,  s h in e  w i th  
th e  l i g h t  o f  g u id a n c e  a n d  d i s p e l  th e  d a r k n e s s  o f  e r r o r  . . .

“ T h r o u g h  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  D iv in e  S p r in g t im e ,  th e  
d o w n p o u r  o f  th e  c e le s t ia l  c lo u d s  a n d  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  S u n  o f  
R e a l i ty ,  th e  T r e e  o f  L i f e  is  j u s t  b e g in n in g  to  g ro w . B e f o r e  
lo n g  i t  w il l  p r o d u c e  b u d s ,  b r i n g  f o r t h  le a v e s  a n d  f r u i t s  a n d  
c a s t  i t s  s h a d e  o v e r  th e  E a s t  a n d  th e  W e s t .  T h i s  T r e e  o f  
L i f e  is  th e  B o o k  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t .”
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’A BD U ’L-BAHA A N D  THE RABBI
W illakd  P .  H a tch

The dynamic address of ’Abdu’l-Bahd at the Temple Emmanu-El referred to by 
the author in the following article, was published in full in “The Palo Altan” of Palo 
Alto, Calif., together with His vitally important addresses at Stanford University and 
the Unitarian Church in Palo Alto. They were later published in the book of His 
addresses in America, “The Promulgation of Universal Peace.” ’Abdu’l-Bahd said that 
the Baha’i Teachings are the “principles of action,” and that “When practical activity 
has been manifested, the teachings of God have borne fruit.” The story as printed 
below shows how ’Abdu’l-Bahd’s Word was His sword, and “the power of God His 
victory.”

T  w a s  in  th e  F a l l  o f  th e  y e a r  
1912 .

T e m p le  E m m a n u - E l ,  th e  s y n a g o 
g u e  o f  th e  r e f o r m e d  J e w s ,  a t  450  
S u t t e r  S t r e e t ,  i n  d o w n to w n  S a n  
F r a n c i s c o ,  w a s  p a c k e d  to  o v e r 
f lo w in g . B y  s i t t i n g  o n  th e  f lo o r  in  
th e  b a lc o n y , th e  w r i t e r  w a s  e n a b le d  
to  b o th  s e e  a n d  h e a r .

O n  th e  r o s t r u m  w a s  a  s c e n e  s u c h  
a s  r e m in d e d  o n e  o f  a  p a i n t i n g  o f  
a n c ie n t  t im e s .  I n  t u r b a n  a n d  flo w 
in g ,  c a m e l ’s h a i r  r o b e  th e  s a g e  o f  
d iv in e  w is d o m , H i s  H o l in e s s  
’A b d u ’l B a h a  w a s  s p e a k i n g ;  th e  
S p i r i t  t h a t  a c c o m p a n ie d  H i s  lu m in 
o u s  P e r s i a n  p e r io d s  w a s  so  p o w e r 
f u l  t h a t  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  in t e n s e ly  
c e n te r e d  u p o n  H im ;  to  s u c h  a n  e x 
t e n t  t h a t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  H is  w o r d s  
w e r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  b e c a m e  in c o n 
s p ic u o u s  a n d  w a s  c o m p le te ly  lo s t  to  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .

’A b d u ’l  B a h a  w a s  p r o v in g  w i th  
u n a n s w e r a b le  lo g ic  t h a t  r e l ig io n  
w a s  th e  g r e a t  c a u s e  o f  th e  p r o g r e s s  
o f  a  p e o p le .  “ B -e lig io n  c o n f e r s  
u p o n  m a n  e t e r n a l  l i f e , ”  H e  s a id ,  
“ A n d  g u id e s  h is  f o o t s t e p s  i n  th e  
w a y s  o f  m o r a l i ty .  I t  o p e n s  th e  
d o o r s  o f  u n e n d in g  h a p p in e s s  a n d  
b e s to w s  e v e r l a s t i n g  h o n o r  u p o n  th e  
h u m a n  k in g d o m . I t  h a s  b e e n  th e  
b a s i s  o f  a l l  c iv i l i z a t io n  a n d  p r o 
g r e s s  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n k i n d .”  
H e  i l l u s t r a t e d  H i s  p o in t  b y  th e  i n 

c id e n ts  o f  t h e  A b r a h a m ic  f a m i ly  
a n d  th e  s u c c e e d in g  m in o r  p r o p h e t s  
o f  th e  J e w s ;  b y  t h e i r  w e ll-k n o w n  
h i s t o r y  a n d  s l a v e r y  u n d e r  P h a r o a h ; 
t h e i r  r e s c u e  b y  th e  g r e a t  P r o p h e t  
M o s e s , W h o  w a s  k n o w n  a s  a  s h e p 
h e r d  b y  th e  E g y p t i a n  p e o p l e ; h o w , 
b y  th e  p o w e r  o f  r e l ig io n ,  H e  w a s  
e n a b le d  to  e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  d iv in e  
f o u n d a t io n s  a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  g l o r 
io u s  c iv i l i z a t io n  o f  S o lo m o n . H e  
s h o w e d  t h a t  H e  m e a n t  b y  r e l ig io n  
“ th e  e s s e n t i a l  f o u n d a t io n  o r  r e a l i t y  
o f  r e l ig io n ,  n o t  th e  d o g m a s  a n d  
b l in d  im i t a t i o n s  . . . T h e s e  a r e  i n 
e v i ta b ly  d e s t r u c t iv e  a n d  a  m e n a c e  
a n d  h in d r a n c e  to  a  n a t i o n ’s l i f e .  
. . . W h e n  th e y  f o r s o o k  th e  f o u n 
d a t io n s  o f  th e  la w  o f  G-od, N e b u c h 
a d n e z z a r  c a m e  a n d  c o n q u e r e d  th e  
H o ly  L a n d  . . . s e v e n ty  th o u s a n d  
J e w s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  a w a y  c a p t iv e .  
. . . H n d e r  th e  E o m a n  g e n e r a l  
T i tu s  70  A . D ., t h e  H o ly  L a n d  w a s  
s t r i p p e d  a n d  p i l l a g e d .”

T h e n  w i th  im p r e s s i v e  m a j e s t y  
th e  m ig h ty  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  p o in te d  
o u t  t h a t  r e l ig io n  w a s  d iv id e d  in to  
tw o  p a r t s ;  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t ,  i d e n 
t i c a l  in  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  a l l  t h e  
P r o p h e t s ;  a  s e c o n d a r y  p a r t  w h ic h  
e a c h  P r o p h e t  c h a n g e s  a c c o r d in g  to  
th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  H is  d a y  
— t h a t  th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a l l  r e l i 
g io n s  a r e  o n e — a s  T r u t h  is  o n e .

T h e n  th e  t i d e  o f  th e  o c e a n  o f  th e



a d d r e s s  o f  ’A b d u  ’1 -B a h a  d e e p e n e d ,  
a s  H e  p o w e r f u l ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
t h a t  H is  H o l in e s s  C h r i s t  w a s  th e  
g r e a t e s t  f r i e n d  o f  M o s e s :  t h a t  H e  
p r o m u l g a t e d  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  M o se s , 
u n k n o w n  p r e v io u s ly  in  I n d i a ,  o r  
e v e n  to  n e ig h b o r in g  E u r o p e ;  t h a t ,  
b y  th e  G -ospel a n d  i t s  a c c e p ta n c e  o f 
M o se s  a n d  o f  a l l  th e  I s r a e l i t i s h  
p r o p h e t s ,  H e  s u c c e s s f u l ly  u p h e ld  
th e  T o r a h ;  t h a t  th e  C h r i s t i a n s  lo s t  
n o th in g  b y  a c c e p t in g  th e  O ld  T e s t 
a m e n t ;  t h a t  C h r i s t  w a s  th e  S o n  o f  
a  J e w i s h  m o th e r ,  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  th e  
f r i e n d  o f  t h e  J e w s .

T h e  s c e n e  w a s  d r a m a t i c .  T h e  
y o u n g ,  h ig h ly  in te l l ig e n t ,  a n d  s o m e 
w h a t  h e a v y - s e t  R a b b i  w ip e d  th e  
p e r s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  h is  f o r e h e a d ,  a l 
th o u g h  th e  a u tu m n  d a y  w a s  n o t  
w a r m . N o t  a  J e w  o b je c te d .

T h e n ,  b r ie f ly ,  th e  w o n d e r f u l  
’A b d u ’1 -B a h a  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  P r o p 
h e t  M u h a m m a d  w a s  th e  u p h o ld e r  
o f  M o se s  a n d  C h r i s t ; t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  
‘ ‘ o u tw a r d ly  i l l i t e r a t e  a n d  u n i n f o r m 
e d  o f  th e  H o ly  B o o k s  o f  G -od,”  y e t  
H e  p r o m o te d  a  c iv i l i z a t io n  f r o m  
b a r b a r i c  A r a b ic  m a t e r i a l ,  t h a t  e x 
t e n d e d  th r o u g h  th e  A r a b ic  c o u n 
t r i e s  to  S p a in  a n d  g r e a t l y  i n 
f lu e n c e d  E u r o p e a n  e d u c a t io n .  I t  
w a s  th e  q u a r r e l i n g  f o l lo w e r s  o f  
th e s e  g r e a t  P r o p h e t s  w h o  d iv e r t e d  
f r o m  th e  M e s s a g e  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s  
o f  t h e i r  r e l i g io n  a n d  s w e p t  in to  m u 
t u a l l y  a c c u s in g  f a n a t i c i s m .

T h e n  ’A b d u l ’1 -B a h a  m a d e  i t  c le a r  
t h a t  H e  a c c e p te d  M o s e s , w i th o u t  
d e t r im e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  s u c h  a c c e p t 
a n c e , a n d  t h a t ,  i n  a  l ik e  m a n n e r  H e  
a c c e p te d  a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s — s t a t i n g  
t h a t  B a h a ’u ’l la h ,  “ th e  P o u n d e r  o f  
th e  B a h a ’i  M o v e m e n t”  c o m m e n d s  
s u c h  a n  a t t i t u d e  a n d  s a y s  t h a t  “ to  
b e  u n p r e j u d i c e d ”  p r o m o t e s  th e  w e l
f a r e  o f  m a n k in d .

P r o f o u n d l y  m o v e d  t h e  h  u  g  e 
a u d ie n c e  p o u r e d  f r o m  th e  s y n a g o 
g u e  o u t  u p o n  th e  s t r e e t  a n d  s lo w ly  
d i s p e r s e d  to  i t ’s r e s p e c t iv e  h o m e s .

N o w  o n e  o p  t h e  im m e d ia te  s e 
q u e ls  to  t h i s  in c id e n t  i s  m o s t  i n t e r 
e s t i n g ;  f o r  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  s e q u e l  in  
p o in t  o f  t im e  a l l  w i l l  a g r e e ,  th e  f a c t  
i s  i n d i s p u t a b l e ;  t h a t  i t  w a s  a ls o  a  
s e q u e l  o f  c a u s e  a n d  e f fe c t  th e  w r i t e r  
f i r m ly  b e l i e v e s ; c e r t a i n  i t  i s  t h a t  n o  
e f fe c t  o c c u r s  w i th o u t  a  c a u s e ,  t h a t  
is  c l e a r ly  s e l f - e v id e n t— h o w e v e r ,  
th e  r e a d e r  m a y  ju d g e  f o r  h im s e l f .

I t  w a s  n o t  lo n g  a f t e r  t h e  a b o v e  
in c id e n t  t h a t  th e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h ,  l o c a t e d  o n  
a  c o r n e r  d ia g o n a l ly  a c r o s s  th e  
s t r e e t  f r o m  th e  s y n a g o g u e ,  d e t e r 
m in e d  to  b u i ld  a  n e w  e d if ic e  o n  th e  
s a m e  s i te  a s  th e  o ld ;  t h i s  n e c e s 
s i t a t e d  th e  t e a r i n g  d o w n  o f  th e  o ld  
s t r u c t u r e ,  b e f o r e  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  th e  
n e w  o n e , a n d  l e f t  a  C h r i s t i a n  c o n 
g r e g a t i o n  w i th o u t  a  p la c e  in  w h ic h  
to  w o r s h ip .  A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  th e  
r e v e r e d  R a b b i  o f  th e  s y n a g o g u e ,  
in  w h ic h  ’A b d u ’l - B a h á  h a d  p r o v e n  
th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  C h r i s t  w i th  i r r e f u t 
a b le  a r g u m e n t s ,  b y  n a m e  R a b b i  
M a r t i n  A . M e y e r ,— m a y  h i s  s p i r i t  
r e s t  i n  p e a c e ,— w i th  c o m p le te  f r e e 
d o m  f r o m  p r e ju d ic e s  w h ic h  h a d  p r e 
v a i l e d  b e tw e e n  J e w  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  
f o r  a n  a g e lo n g  p e r io d  o f  t im e , c o r 
d ia l ly  i n v i t e d  t h i s  h o m e le s s  C h r i s 
t i a n  c o n g r e g a t io n  to  w o r s h ip  e a c h  
S u n d a y  in  th e  J e w i s h  s y n a g o g u e .  
T h i s  g e n e r o u s  i n v i t a t i o n  w a s  a c 
c e p te d ,  a n d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  a p p r o x i 
m a t i n g  n in e  m o n th s  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
e a c h  F r i d a y  th e  J e w i s h  s e r v ic e s  
u n f o ld e d  th e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  a n d  
e a c h  S u n d a y  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s e r v ic e s  
d i s c o u r s e d  u p o n  b o th  th e  O ld  T e s t 
a m e n t  a n d  th e  N e w .
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N o w  w h e n  o r  w h e r e ,  s in c e  th e  
t im e  o f  C h r i s t ,  h a d  s n c h  a  t h i n g  
e v e r  t a k e n  p la c e  b e f o r e ?  T r u e  i t  
i s  t h a t  u n io n  m e e t in g s  b e tw e e n  th e  
a d h e r e n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io n s ,  i n 
c l u d i n g  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  J e w ,  
h a v e  a t  v a r io u s  t im e s  b e e n  
h e ld  b e f o r e — a n d  a t  th e  " W o r ld ’s 
F a i r  in  C h ic a g o  i n  1893 , w h e r e  t h e  
g r e a t  B a h a ’i  C a u s e  w a s  f i r s t  m e n 
t i o n e d  in  A m e r ic a ,  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  
r e l ig io n s  h a d  h e ld  a  c o n g r e s s  c o n 
d u c iv e  to  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; b u t  
w h e n , in  p r e v io u s  h i s t o r y ,  h a d  s n c h  
a n  u n h e a r d  o f  t h in g  e v e r  o c c u r r e d  
— t h a t  w e e k  a f t e r  w e e k , S u n d a y  
a f t e r  S u n d a y ,  f o r  m o n th s ,  a  C h r i s 
t i a n  c o n g r e g a t io n  s h o u ld  w o r s h ip ,  
b y  in v i t a t i o n ,  in  a  J e w i s h  s y n a 
g o g u e  1

W h e n  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h i s  e v e n t  H is  
H o l in e s s  ’ A b d u ’1 -B a h a  w r o te ,  i n  a  
T a b le t ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ R e g a r d i n g  th e  m a g n a n i m i ty  
a n d  h u m a n i ty  s h o w n  b y  h i s  h o n o r  
B a b b i  M a r t i n  A . M e y e r  i n  o f f e r in g

h is  s y n a g o g u e  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n s  so  
t h a t  th e y  m a y  w o r s h ip  t h e r e in ,—  
t h i s  a c t i o n  a n d  th i s  d e e d  w il l  b e 
c o m e  e te r n a l ,  a n d  in  th e  f u t u r e  a g e s  
a n d  c y c le s , th e  g o o d  in t e n t i o n  o f  th e  
R e v e r e n d  R a b b i  w il l  b e  r e c o r d e d  in  
th e  b o o k s  a n d  w o r k s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  
h i s t o r y  a n d  w il l  b e  o n  th e  l i p s  o f  a l l  
m e n  w i th o u t  e n d .”

T h i s  m e s s a g e  th e  w r i t e r  c o n v e y 
e d  to  th e  R a b b i ,  s e a t e d  o n e  d a y  in  
h is  s tu d y  a t  th e  s y n a g o g u e ,  a n d  h e  
b e c a m e  v e r y  h a p p y  t h e r e f o r .

T h e  b o d y  o f  R a b b i  M a r t i n  A . 
M e y e r  h a s  g o n e  to  i t s  l a s t  r e s t i n g  
p l a c e ;  t h a t  h i s  s o u l  m a y  a t t a i n  to  
e v e r  h ig h e r  s t a t i o n s ,  i s  th e  f e r v e n t  
p r a y e r  o f  th o s e  wTh o  k n e w  a n d  lo v e d  
h im — t  h i s  u n p r e ju d ic e d ,  n o b le -  
h e a r t e d  g e n t l e m a n ; t r u e  f r i e n d  t h a t  
h e  p r o v e d  h im s e l f  b y  d e e d  to  b e , 
a n d  r e a l  lo v e r  o f  th e  O n e  G-od a n d  
h u m a n i ty — t h a t  O n e  G o d  f r o m  
w h o m  a l l  m a n k in d  o r ig i n a t e s  a n d  
to  w h o m  a l l  m a n k in d  r e t u r n s .

“ T h e  f i r s t  f o r m  o f  d i s s e n s i o n  a m o n g  m a n k i n d  a r i s e s  f r o m  r e l i 

g i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  . . .  I n  p a s t  y e a r s  e a c h  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m  h a s  

b o a s t e d  o f  i t s  o i v n  s u p e r i o r i t y  a n d  e x c e l l e n c e ,  a b a s i n g  a n d  s c o r n i n g  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  o f  a l l  o t h e r s .  E a c h  h a s  a c c o u n t e d  i t s  o w n  b e l i e f  a s  l i g h t  a n d  

a l l  o t h e r s  a s  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  c a u s e  o f  h u m a n  a l i e n a t i o n  h a s  

b e e n  r e l i g i o n  b e c a u s e  e a c h  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a n a t h e m a  

a n d  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  M e r c y  o f  G o d  . . .  I f  t h e  H o l y  B o o k s  w e r e  

r i g h t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  n o n e  o f  t h i s  d i s c o r d  a n d  d i s t r e s s  i v o u l d  h a v e  e x i s t e d ,  

b u t  l o v e  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  i v o u l d  h a v e  p r e v a i l e d  i n s t e a d .  T h e  e s s e n t i a l  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  G o d  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  u n i t y  a m o n g  m a n k i n d .

“ H i s  H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  m e a n s  b y  i v h i c h  d i s 

c o r d  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  h u m a n  w o r l d .  H e  h a s  l e f t  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o r  m e a n s  f o r  d i s s e n s i o n — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a .
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UNLOCKING THE DOORS OF THE UNIVERSE
G r a c e  R o b a r t s  O b e r

T O -D A Y  is  th e  d a y  o f  e x p a n s i o n !
T o - d a y  i s  a  d a y  o f  a s t o n i s h 

m e n t !  T o - d a y  i s  th e  d a y  o f  i l l u 
m in a t io n  !

I n  th e  f ie ld  o f  s c ie n c e  t h e  e a r t h  
r i n g s  a n d  t h r i l l s  w i th  e v e r  n e w  u n -  
f o ld m e n ts ,  n e w  d is c o v e r ie s  a n d  
a d d e d  k n o w le d g e s .

T h e  m in d  o f  m a n  i s  p e n e t r a t i n g  
w i th  g r e a t e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  z e a l  th e  
h e r e t o f o r e — t  o hi m— u n k n o w n  
a r e a s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  a n d  i s  p e r 
f o r c e  r e c o g n iz in g  t h e  u n d e r ly in g  
u n i t y  a n d  th e  o n e  “  P o w e r  w h ic h  
a n im a te s  a n d  d o m in a te s  a l l  t h in g s  
w h ic h  a r e  b u t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  I t s  
e n e r g y ,”  a s  t a u g h t  b y  B a h a ’u ’l la h .

H o w  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e  th e  m o s t  r e 
c e n t  s c ie n tif ic  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  f o r  d o  
th e y  n o t  p r o c la im  ( u n d e n ia b ly  th e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  m a n )  th e  
m a r v e lo u s  “ o n e n e s s  o f  d e s i g n ”  
w h ic h  g o v e r n s  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  la w s  
o f  c r e a t io n !

M a n y  a r e  th e  d o o r s  o f  th e  m in d  
t h a t  o p e n  in  c o n s id e r in g  e v e n  p a r 
t i a l l y  th e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  l ie s  b e h in d  
M i l ik e n ’s d i s c o v e r y  o f  th e  “ C o sm ic  
R a y ” ; E i n s t e i n ’s m o r e  r e c e n t  a d 
d i t io n  t h a t ,  “ t h e r e  is  b u t  o n e  s u b 
s ta n c e ,  n a m e ly ,  th e  f ie ld ,”  t h a t  th i s  
f ie ld  is  “ l in k e d  in to  o n e  s im p le  
f o r m u l a ” ; a n d  t h e  l a t e s t  p e n e t r a 
t i o n  in to  th e  p h e n o m e n a l  h e a v e n s  
t h r o u g h  th e  p o w e r f u l  le n s  o f  M o u n t  
W i ls o n  O b s e r v a to r y .

B e f o r e  E i n s t e i n ’s n o te s  w e r e  
g iv e n  to  th e  w o r ld  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  
H r .  R e ic h e n b a c h , P r o f e s s o r  o f  B e r 
l i n  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  th e m  
d e c la r e d  “ E i n s t e i n  h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  is  b u t  o n e  s u b s ta n c e ,  
n a m e ly ,  ‘th e  f i e ld . ’ T h e  f ie ld  c o n 

t a i n s  e le c t r i c  a n d  g r a v i t a t i o n a l  c o m 
p o n e n t s  a l l  o f  w h ic h  a r e  l in k e d  in to  
o n e  s im p le  f o r m u la ,  w h ic h  p r o v e s  
th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
g r a v i t a t i o n  o n  e le c t r i c a l  p r o c e s s 
es , a n d  v ic e  v e r s a .  T h i s  n e w  
th e o r y  o f  E i n s t e i n ’s i s  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  h is  ‘r e l a t i v i t y ’ t h e o r y  w h ic h  
h e  f i r s t  g a v e  to  th e  w o r ld .  T h a t  
w a s  a  c o m p le te  t h e o r y ,  f u l l y  w o r k 
e d  o u t ,  b u t  t h i s  n e w  e x te n s io n  o f  i t  
i s  f a r  m o r e  c o n c lu s iv e .”

R e f e r r i n g  to  th e  s a m e  d is c o v e r y  
D r .  S h e ld o n  o f  th e  N e w  Y o r k  U n i 
v e r s i t y  s a y s ,  “ T h e  m o s t  f a s c i n a t 
in g  f ie ld  o f  e x p e r im e n t  t h a t  c o u ld  
b e  o p e n e d  to  m a n  l ie s  b e h in d  P r o 
f e s s o r  E i n s t e i n ’s n e w  d is c o v e r y ,  
t h a t  e l e c t r i c i ty  a n d  m a g n e t i s m  a r e  
r e l a t e d  to  g r a v i t a t i o n ;  t h a t  o n e  b y  
o n e  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t h e  i n t e r r e l a 
t io n s  o f  l ig h t ,  e n e r g y ,  m a t t e r ,  s p a c e ,  
t im e , g r a v i t a t i o n  a n d  e le c t r i c i ty ,  
u n t i l  th e  o n ly  f a c t o r  r e m a in in g  w a s  
th e  sp e c if ic  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  e le c 
t r i c i t y  a n d  g r a v i t a t i o n .  T h i s  is  
w h a t  E i n s t e i n  h a s  g iv e n  u s . ”

T o  a n  A m e r i c a n  B a h a ’i  v i s i t i n g  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  in  ’A k k a ,  S y r i a ,  in  
1906 , ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  m a d e  th e  f o l 
lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t ,  “ T h e  p h y s ic i s t  
c o n s id e r s  th e  m o t io n  a n d  th e  th in g  
m o v e d , w h i le  th e  B a h a ’i  c o n s id e r s  
th e  m o t io n ,  t h e  t h i n g  m o v e d , a n d  
th e  M o v e r .”

O n e  s e e s  i n  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  a  c r e a 
t iv e  s e e d  p l a n t e d  i n  th e  s o i l  o f  th e  
m in d  t h a t  i s  c o n t in u a l ly  b e a r i n g  
f r u i t  in  th e  m o d e r n  s c ie n t if ic  o u t 
lo o k . P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t  A . M il ik e n  
in  h i s  b o o k , “ S c ie n c e  a n d  L i f e , ”  
s a y s ,  “ I t  s e e m s  to  m e  a s  o b v io u s  a s
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b r e a t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  m a n  w h o  is  
s u f f ic ie n tly  in  h i s  s e n s e s  to  r e 
c o g n iz e  h is  o w n  i n a b i l i t y  to  c o m p r e 
h e n d  th e  p r o b le m  o f  e x is te n c e  to  
u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n c e  h e  h im s e l f  c a m e  
a n d  w h i th e r  h e  is  g o in g , m u s t  in  th e  
v e r y  a d m is s io n  o f  t h a t  ig n o r a n c e  
a n d  f in i te n e s s  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  e x i s t 
e n c e  o f  a  S o m e th in g ,  a  P o w e r ,  a  
B e in g  in  w h o m  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  
w h o m  h e  h im s e l f  d iv e s  a n d  m o v e s  
a n d  h a s  h i s  b e in g . ’ T h a t  P o w e r ,  
t h a t  S o m e th in g ,  t h a t  E x i s t e n c e ,  w e  
c a l l  G o d .”

A g a in  th e  s a m e  S c i e n t i s t  s t a t e s ,  
£i S c ie n c e , th e n ,  n o t  o n ly  te a c h e s  
t h a t  G o d  is  g o o d , b u t  i t  f u r n i s h e s  
m a n  w i th  th e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  o f  m o 
t iv e s  to  f i t  i n  w i th  t h e  s c h e m e  o f  
g o o d n e s s  w h ic h  G o d  h a s  p r o v id e d  
in  n a t u r e . ”

A n d  a g a in  h e  s a y s ,  “ S c ie n c e  
w i th o u t  r e l ig io n  o b v io u s ly  m a y  b e 
c o m e  a  c u r s e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  b le s s in g  
to  m a n k in d ,  b u t  s c ie n c e  d o m in a te d  
b y  th e  s p i r i t  o f  r e l ig io n  is  th e  k e y  
to  p r o g r e s s  a n d  th e  h o p e  o f  th e  
f u t u r e . ”

T o  t h e  t h o u g h t f u l  r e a d e r  w h o  
is  a l iv e  to  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e s e  
a n d  o th e r  r e c e n t  d e d u c t io n s  a n d  d i s 
c o v e r ie s  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o m p i la t io n  
o f  a  f e w  o f  th e  U t t e r a n c e s  o f  
’A b d u ’l - B a h â  o n  th e  a to m ic  s t r u c 
t u r e  a n d  th e  g o a l  o f  h u m a n  e f f o r t ,  
w il l  b e  o f  in te n s e  i n t e r e s t .

P r o m  th e  t i n y  m ic ro c o s m ic  a to m  
to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  c e le s 
t i a l  k in g d o m  in  f u ln e s s  B a h â ’u ’l lâ h

a n d  ’A b c lu ’l - B a h a  b y  T h e i r  t e a c h 
in g s  h a v e  u n lo c k e d  th e  d o o r s  o f  th e  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  T h e y  
h a v e  s h o w n  th e  e v o lu t io n a r y  j o u r 
n e y , s t e p  b y  s t e p ,a n d  s t a g e  b}7 s ta g e ,  
t h r o u g h  th e  m in e r a l ,  v e g e ta b le ,  
a n im a l ,  h u m a n  a n d  o n  in to  th e  d i 
v in e  k in g d o m s . T h e y  a ls o  p o r t r a y  
w i th  c le a r  a n d  e x p l ic i t  p r o o f s  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  s te p  t h a t  c o n f r o n t s  m a n 
k in d  a t  t h i s  v i t a l  h o u r  i n  h u m a n  
p r o g r e s s ,  w h ic h  w h e n  t a k e n  w il l  
f r e e  m a n  f r o m  th e  l im i t e d  c a g e  o f  
s e l f— t h a t  l e s s e r  s e l f  w h ic h  i s  d e 
s t i n e d  to  b e  m e r g e d  in to  “ th e  s e l f  
o f  G o d ,”  a n d  t h u s  m a n  s h a l l  a t t a i n  
e n t r a n c e  in to  th e  s t a t i o n  so  lo n g  
a g o  f o r e to ld ,  “ th e  im a g e  a n d  l ik e 
n e s s  o f  G o d ”  th e n  t h e  r e a l  p u r p o s e  
o f  e x is te n c e  w il l  b e c o m e  d a i ly  m o r e  
e v id e n t  a n d  m a n i f e s t .

T h e s e  U n iv e r s a l  E d u c a t o r s  o f 
m o d e r n  t im e s  h a v e  l a i d  th e  c a b le  
s c ie n t i f ic a l ly  a n d  i n  s u c h  s im p le  
t e r m s  t h a t  i t  i s  f o r  m a n k in d  to  
a r i s e  u n i t e d ly  w i th  r a t i o n a l  a n d  
id e a l  p la n n in g  to  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  th i s  
s t r u c t u r e  to  th e  e n d  t h a t  th e  a n c ie n t  
p r o p h e c y  m a y  b e c o m e  a  r e a l i t y ,  
“ T h e  G lo ry  o f  G o d  w il l  c o v e r  th e  
e a r t h  a s  th e  w a te r s  c o v e r  th e  s e a . ”

T h o s e  w i th  k e e n  i n s i g h t  c a n  t o 
d a y  o b s e r v e  th e  f i r s t  a c t  in  th e  
d r a m a  o f  c e le s t ia l  b r o th e r h o o d  
q u ie t ly  b u t  s u r e ly  t a k i n g  p la c e  
u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t  a n d  u n e r r i n g  g u id 
a n c e  o f S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  G u a r d i a n  
o f  th e  B a h a ’i  C a u s e  i n  w h o s e  cy c le  
a n d  u n d e r  w h o s e  p r o t e c t i o n  th i s  
i d e a l  d iv in e  c iv i l i z a t io n  w i l l  b e  e s 
t a b l i s h e d  u p o n  th e  e a r th .
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THE ELEMENTAL ATOM A ND  ITS COURSINGS
C o m p i l e d  f r o m  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o p  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a

All quatations used in this compilation are from the Addresses of ’Abdu’-Bahd 
in America, published in book form under the title, “The Promugation of Universal 
Peace,” unless otherwise indicated.

I  s h a l l  d is c o u r s e  u p o n  a  s u b je c t  
in v o lv in g  o n e  o f  th e  d iv in e  q u e s 
t io n s ,  a  q u e s t io n  o f  r e l ig io u s  a n d  
m e ta p h y s ic a l  im p o r t a n c e ,  n a m e ly ,  
th e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d  p e r p e t u a l  m o 
t io n  o f  e le m e n ta l  a to m s  t h r o u g h 
o u t  th e  v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s  o f  p h e n o 
m e n a  a n d  th e  k in g d o m s  o f  e x i s t 
e n c e . I t  w i l l  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n d  
b e c o m e  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  o r ig i n  a n d  
o u tc o m e  o f  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  i d e n t i 
c a l  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  
o n e n e s s  i n  a l l  e x i s t in g  th in g s .  T h is  
i s  a  s u b t le  p r in c ip l e  a p p e r t a i n i n g  
to  d iv in e  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  r e q u i r in g  
c lo se  a n a ly s i s  a n d  a t t e n t io n .

T h e  e le m e n ta l  a to m s  w h ic h  c o n 
s t i t u t e  a l l  p h e n o m e n a l  e x is te n c e  
a n d  b e in g , in  th i s  i l l im i ta b le  u n i 
v e r s e  a r e  in  p e r p e t u a l  m o t io n  
u n d e r g o in g  c o n t in u o u s  d e g r e e s  o f  
p r o g r e s s i o n .  F o r  in s t a n c e  l e t  n s  
c o n c e iv e  o f  a n  a to m  in  th e  m in e r a l  
k in g d o m  p r o g r e s s i n g  u p w a r d  to  th e  
k in g d o m  o f  th e  v e g e ta b le  b y  e n t e r 
in g  in to  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  a n d  f ib re  
o f  a  t r e e  o r  p l a n t .  F r o m  th e n c e  i t  
i s  a s s im i la te d  a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  
th e  k in g d o m  o f th e  a n im a l  a n d  f in 
a l ly  b y  th e  la w  a n d  p r o c e s s  o f  c o m 
p o s i t io n  b e c o m e s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  b o d y  
o f  m a n . T h a t  is  to  s a y ,  i t  h a s  t r a 
v e r s e d  th e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d e g r e e s  
a n d  s t a t i o n s  o f  p h e n o m e n a l  e x i s t 
e n c e , e n t e r in g  in to  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  
o f  v a r io u s  o r g a n i s m s  in  i t s  j o u r 
n e y . T h i s  m o t io n  o r  t r a n s f e r e n c e  
is  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d  p e r p e t u a l ,  f o r  
a f t e r  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  h u m a n  
b o d y  in to  w h ic h  i t  h a s  e n te r e d ,  i t

r e t u r n s  to  th e  m i n e r a l  k in g d o m  
w h e n c e  i t  c a m e , a n d  w il l  c o n t in u e  
to  t r a v e r s e  th e  k in g d o m s  o f  p h e 
n o m e n a  a s  b e f o r e .  T h i s  is  a n  i l 
l u s t r a t i o n  d e s ig n e d  to  s h o w  t h a t  th e  
c o n s t i t u e n t  e le m e n ta l  a to m s  o f  
p h e n o m e n a  u n d e r g o  p r o g r e s s i v e  
t r a n s f e r e n c e  a n d  m o t io n  th r o u g h 
o u t  th e  m a t e r i a l  k in g d o m s .

I n  i t s  c e a s e l e s s  p r o g r e s s i o n  a n d  
jo u r n e y in g s  th e  a to m  b e c o m e s  im 
b u e d  w i th  th e  v i r t u e s  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  
e a c h  d e g r e e  o r  k in g d o m  i t  t r a v e r 
se s . I n  th e  d e g r e e  o f  th e  m in e r a l  
i t  p o s s e s s e d  m in e r a l  a f f in i t ie s ;  in  
th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  v e g e ta b le  i t  
m a n i f e s t e d  th e  v i r t u e  a u g m e n t a t iv e  
o r  p o w e r  o f  g r o w th ;  in  th e  a n im a l  
o r g a n i s m  i t  r e f le c te d  th e  i n t e l l i 
g e n c e  o f  t h a t  d e g r e e ,  a n d  in  th e  
k in g d o m  o f m a n  i t  w a s  q u a l if ie d  
w i th  h u m a n  a t t r i b u t e s  o r  v i r t u e s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  f o r m s  a n d  o r 
g a n is m s  o f  p h e n o m e n a l  b e in g  a n d  
e x is te n c e  in  e a c h  o f  th e  k in g d o m s  
o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  a r e  m y r i a d  a n d  
n u m b e r le s s .  T h e  v e g e ta b le  p la n e  
o r  k in g d o m  f o r  in s t a n c e  h a s  i t s  i n 
f in i te  v a r i e t y  o f  ty p e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p l a n t  l i f e ,  e a c h  d i s 
t i n c t  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  w i th in  i t s e l f ,  n o  
tw o  e x a c t ly  a l ik e  i n  c o m p o s i t io n  
a n d  d e ta i l ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  n o  r e p e t i 
t io n s  i n  n a t u r e ,  a n d  th e  v i r t u e  a u g 
m e n ta t i v e  c a n n o t  b e  c o n f in e d  to  a n y  
g iv e n  im a g e  o r  s h a p e .  E a c h  l e a f  
h a s  i t s  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  id e n t i t y ,  so  
to  s p e a k ,  i t s  o w n  i n d i v id u a l i t y  a s  
a  l e a f .  T h e r e f o r e  e a c h  a to m  o f th e
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in n u m e r a b le  e le m e n ta l  a to m s ,  d u r 
in g  i t s  c e a s e le s s  m o t io n  th r o u g h  th e  
k in g d o m s  o f  e x is te n c e  a s  a  c o n 
s t i t u e n t  o r  o r g a n ic  c o m p o s i t io n ,  n o t  
o n ly  b e c o m e s  im b u e d  w i th  th e  
p o w e r s  a n d  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  k in g d o m s  
i t  t r a v e r s e s  b u t  a ls o  r e f le c ts  th e  a t 
t r i b u t e s  a n d  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  f o r m s  
a n d  o r g a n i s m s  o f  th o s e  k in g d o m s .  
A s  e a c h  o f  th e s e  f o r m s  h a s  i t s  i n 
d iv id u a l  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r t u e ,  
t h e r e f o r e  e a c h  e le m e n ta l  a to m  o f  
th e  u n iv e r s e  h a s  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
e x p r e s s in g  a n  in f in i te  v a r i e t y  o f  
th o s e  in d iv id u a l  v i r t u e s .  N o  a to m  
i s  b e r e f t  o r  d e p r iv e d  o f  t h i s  o p 
p o r t u n i t y  o r  r i g h t  o f  e x p r e s s io n .  
N o r  c a n  i t  b e  s a id  o f  a n y  g iv e n  a to m  
t h a t  i t  i s  d e n ie d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i 
t i e s  w i th  o th e r  a to m s ;  n a y  a l l  a r e  
p r iv i l e g e d  to  p o s s e s s  th e  v i r t u e s  e x 
i s t e n t  in  th e s e  k in g d o m s  a n d  to  r e 
f le c t th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e i r  o r g a n 
is m s . I n  th e  v a r io u s  t r a n s f o r m a 
t io n s  o r  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  k in g d o m  to  
k in g d o m , th e  v i r t u e s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  
th e  a to m s  in  e a c h  d e g r e e  a r e  p e c u l 
i a r  to  t h a t  d e g re e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  
in  th e  w o r ld  o f  th e  m in e r a l ,  th e  
a to m  d o e s  n o t  e x p r e s s  th e  v e g e ta b le  
f o r m  a n d  o r g a n is m ,  a n d  w h e n  
t h r o u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a n s m u t a 
t i o n  i t  a s s u m e s  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  
v e g e ta b le  d e g r e e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e f le c t  
th e  a n im a l  o r g a n is m s ,  a n d  so  on .

I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h e n  t h a t  e a c h  e le 
m e n ta l  a to m  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  i s  p o s 
s e s s e d  o f  a  c a p a c i ty  to  e x p r e s s  a l l  
t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  T h is  
i s  a  s u b t le  a n d  a b s t r a c t  r e a l i z a t io n .  
M e d i t a t e  u p o n  i t .

W h e n  w e look u p o n  th e  w o rld  
o f c re a tio n  f ro m  a n o th e r  s ta n d 
p o in t, th e  a n a ly tic a l, w e o bserve  
th a t  e v e ry th in g  is  th e  r e s u l t  of 
co m p o sitio n  of m a n y  sin g le  a to m s

w h ic h  th r o u g h  th e  la w  o f  a f f i l ia t io n  
h a v e  a d h e r e d  a n d  a r e  a c c o r d in g  to  
th e  s h a p e ,  o r d e r  a n d  p o s i t io n s  o f  
th e s e  a to m s ,  a  g iv e n  b e in g  s te p s  
f o r t h  in to  th e  c o u r t  o f  o b je c t iv i ty .  
E v e r y  s in g le  a to m  o f  th e s e  a g g r e 
g a t e  a to m s  h a s  i t s  m y r i a d  t r a n s 
f e r e n c e s  a s  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d  b y  
sc ie n c e .

E v e r y  s in g le  a to m  h a s  i t s  c o u r s -  
in g s  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t h e  k in g d o m s  
o f  l i f e .  F o r  in s ta n c e ,  t h a t  w h ic h  
h a s  g o n e  in to  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  a  
h u m a n  b e in g  w a s  a t  o n e  t im e  in  th e  
m i n e r a l  k in g d o m . A lo n g  th e  d e 
g r e e s  o f  th e  m i n e r a l  k in g d o m  i t  
j o u r n e y e d ,  a p p e a r i n g  in  v a r io u s  
f o r m s  a n d  r e f le c t in g  v a r io u s  
im a g e s ,  m a n i f e s t i n g  a  p e c u l i a r  v i r 
tu e  in  e a c h . I n  th e  v e g e ta b le  k in g 
d o m , i t  a g a in  p a r t o o k  o f  m a n y  e x 
p e r ie n c e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  e a c h  e x p e r 
ie n c e  b e c a m e  a d o r n e d  w i th  a n  a d d 
e d  a t t r i b u t e .  H a v in g  p e r f e c t e d  i t s  
j o u r n e y in g s  h e r e ,  i t  e n t e r e d  th e  
a n im a l  k in g d o m  a n d  w a s  i n c a r n a t e d  
th r o u g h o u t  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  a n im a l  
f o r m s  a n d  f in a lly , i n  th e  h u m a n  
k in g d o m  i t  t r a v e r s e d  e n d le s s  f o r m s  
o f h u m a n i ty ,  in  e a c h  f o r m  o f  c o m 
p o s i t io n  s h o w in g  f o r t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
a s p e c t  o f  th e  o n e  p o w e r .

T h e  f o r m s  o f  l i f e  a r e  in f in i te ,  
t h e r e f o r e  th e  t r a n s f e r e n c e s  o f  t h i s  
p r i m o r d i a l  u n i t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  d e 
g r e e s  o f  c r e a t io n  a r e  in f in i te .

A l l  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  in v o lv e d  i n  a l l  
p h e n o m e n a .  C o n s id e r  w h a t  a  t r a n 
s c e n d e n t  u n i ty  e x is t s ,  t h a t ,  f r o m  
t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t ,  e v e r y  n o m a d  is  t h e  
e x p r e s s io n  o f  a l l  l i f e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
h a r m o n y  w h ic h  u n d e r l i e s  a l l  c r e a 
t i o n ;  t h i s  is  th e  la w  a n d  o r d e r  in  
th e  w o r ld  o f  e x is te n c e .  W h a t  w o n 
d r o u s  s y m m e t r y ! W h a t  s tu p e n d 
o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ! W h a t  e ly s ia n  c o 
o r d i n a t i o n !  W h a t  c e le s t ia l  u n io n !
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E v e r y  s in g le  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  
m y r i a d  f o r m s  o f  c r e a t i o n  i s  a  r e 
f le c tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  e m a n a t io n s ,  
t h e r e f o r e  th e  d iv in e  e m a n a t io n s  a r e  
in f in i te ,  u n l im i t e d  a n d  i l l im i ta b le .  
G a z e  u p w a r d  th r o u g h  im m e a s u r a b le  
s p a c e  to  th e  m a j e s t i c  o r d e r  o f  th e  
c o lo s s a l  s u n s .  T h e s e  lu m in o u s  
b o d ie s  a r e  n u m b e r le s s .  B e h in d  o u r  
s o la r  s y s te m  t h e r e  a r e  u n f a t h o m 
a b le  s t e l l a r  s y s te m s ,  a n d  a b o v e  
th e s e  s t e l l a r  s y s te m s  a r e  th e  r e 
m o te  a g g r e g a t io n s  o f  th e  m i lk y  w a y . 
E x t e n d  y o u r  v i s io n  b e y o n d  t h e  f ix e d  
s t a r s  a n d  a g a i n  y o u  s h a l l  b e h o ld  
m a n y  s p h e r e s  o f  l ig h t .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  
c r e a t io n  o f  th e  A lm ig h ty  is  b e y o n d  
th e  g r a s p  o f  th e  h u m a n  in te l le c t .  
W h e n  th i s  o b je c t iv e  c r e a t i o n  is  u n 
l im i t e d  a n d  n o t  s u b je c t  to  s u s p e n 
s io n , i s  n o t  th e  s u b je c t iv e  c r e a t io n  
o f  H is  M a je s ty  th e  A lm ig h ty  l im i t 
le s s ?  W h e n  th e  r e f le c t io n  o r  p h y s i 
c a l  c r e a t io n  is  in f in i te ,  h o w  i s  i t  p o s 
s ib le  to  c i r c u m s c r ib e  th e  R e a l i t y  
w h ic h  is  th e  b a s i s  o f  d iv in e  c r e a 
t io n ?  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld  is  so  
m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  th e  p h y s ic a l  
t h a t  in  c o m p a r i s o n  w i th  i t  t h e  p h y 
s ic a l  w o r ld  is  n o n - e x is te n t .  (D iv in e  
P h i lo s o p h y  p . 1 6 7 .)

A c c o r d in g  t o  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o 
p h y  i t  is  a n  a s s u r e d  f a c t  t h a t  s in g le  
o r  s im p le  e le m e n ts  a r e  i n d e s t r u c t i 
b le . A s  n a t u r e  is  in d e s t r u c t ib le ,  
e v e r y  s im p le  e le m e n t  o f  n a t u r e  is  
l a s t i n g  a n d  p e r m a n e n t .  D e a th  and. 
a n n ih i l a t i o n  a f f e c t  o n ly  c o m p o u n d s  
a n d  c o m p o s i t io n s .  T h a t  i s  to  s a y , 
c o m p o s i t i  o n s  a r e  d e s t r u c t ib le .  
W h e n  d e c o m p o s i t io n  t a k e s  p la c e  
d e a th  o c c u r s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  c e r 
t a i n  s in g le  e le m e n ts  h a v e  c o m b in e d  
to  m a k e  th i s  f lo w e r . W h e n  th i s  
c o m b in a t io n  i s  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,  th i s  
c o m p o s i t io n  d e c o m p o s e d , th e  f lo w e r

d ie s  a s  a n  o r g a n i s m  o f  t h e  v e g e t 
a b le  k in g d o m . B u t  t h e  s in g le  e le 
m e n ts  o f  w h ic h  th i s  f lo w e r  is  c o m 
p o s e d  d o  n o t  s u f f e r  d e a th ,  f o r  a l l  
s in g le  e le m e n ts  a r e  p e r m a n e n t ,  
e v e r l a s t i n g  a n d  n o t  s u b je c t  to  d e 
s t r u c t io n .  T h e y  a r e  i n d e s t r u c t ib l e  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s in g le  a n d  n o t  
c o m p o u n d . T h u s  t h e y  c a n n o t  d i s 
i n t e g r a t e  n o r  b e c o m e  s e p a r a t e d  in  
t h e i r  c o m p o n e n t  a to m s  b u t  a r e  
s in g le ,  s im p le  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  e v e r 
l a s t in g .

W h e n  w e  o b s e r v e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  
o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  w e  r e a l i z e  th e  a x is  
a r o u n d  w h ic h  l i f e  r e v o lv e s  is  lo v e , 
w h ile  th e  a x is  a r o u n d  w h ic h  d e a th  
a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  r e v o lv e  i s  a n im o 
s i t y  a n d  h a t r e d .  L e t  u s  v ie w  th e  
m in e r a l  k in g d o m . H e r e  w e  s e e  t h a t  
i f  a t t r a c t i o n  d id  n o t  e x i s t  b e tw e e n  
th e  a to m s ,  th e  c o m p o s i te  s u b s ta n c e  
o f  m a t t e r  w o u ld  n o t  b e  p o s s ib le .  
E v e r y  e x i s t e n t  p h e n o m e n o n  is  c o m 
p o s e d  o f  e le m e n ts  a n d  c e l lu la r  p a r 
t ic le s .  T h i s  is  s c ie n t i f ic a l ly  t r u e  
a n d  c o r r e c t .  I f  a t t r a c t i o n  d id  n o t  
e x is t  b e tw e e n  th e  e le m e n ts  a n d  
a m o n g  th e  c e l l u la r  p a r t i c l e s ,  th e  
c o m p o s i t io n  o f  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o n  
w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s ib le .  
F o r  in s ta n c e ,  th e  s to n e  is  a n  e x i s t 
e n t  p h e n o m e n o n ,  a  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  
e le m e n ts .  A  b o n d  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  h a s  
b r o u g h t  th e m  to g e t h e r  a n d  t h r o u g h  
th i s  c o h e s io n  o f  i n g r e d i e n t s  th i s  
p e t r o u s  o b je c t  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d .  
T h e  s to n e  is  th e  lo w e s t  d e g r e e  o f  
p h e n o m e n a  b u t  n e v e r th e le s s  w i th in  
i t  a  p o w e r  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  i s  m a n i f e s t  
w i th o u t  w h ic h  th e  s to n e  c o u ld  n o t  
e x is t .  T h i s  p o w e r  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  in  
th e  m i n e r a l  w o r ld  i s  lo v e , th e  o n ly  
e x p r e s s io n  o f  lo v e  th e  s to n e  c a n  
m a n i f e s t .  . . .

F i n a l l y  w e  r e a c h  th e  k in g d o m  o f
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m a n . H e r e  w e  f in d  t h a t  a l l  th e  d e 
g r e e s  o f  th e  m in e r a l ,  v e g e ta b le  a n d  
a n im a l  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  lo v e  a r e  p r e s 
e n t  p lu s  u n m is ta k a b le  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  m a n  
is  th e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  a  d e g r e e  o f  a t 
t r a c t i o n  w h ic h  is  c o n s c io u s  a n d  
s p i r i t u a l .  H e r e  is  a n  im m e a s u r a b le  
a d v a n c e .  I n  th e  h u m a n  k in g d o m  
s p i r i t u a l  s u s c e p t ib i l i t i e s  c o m e  in to  
v ie w , lo v e  e x e r c is e s  i t s  s u p e r l a t i v e  
d e g r e e  a n d  th i s  i s  th e  c a u s e  o f  h u 
m a n  l i f e .

T h e  p r o o f  is  c le a r  t h a t  i n  a l l  d e 
g r e e s  a n d  k in g d o m s ,  u n i t y  a n d  
a g r e e m e n t ,  lo v e  a n d  f e l lo w s h ip  a r e  
th e  c a u s e  o f  l i f e ,  w h e r e a s  d i s s e n 
s io n , a n im o s i ty  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n  a r e  
e v e r  c o n d u c iv e  to  d e a th .  T h e r e f o r e  
w e  m u s t  s t r i v e  w i th  l i f e  a n d  s o u l  in  
o r d e r  t h a t  d a y  b y  d a y  u n i t y  a n d  
a g r e e m e n t  m a y  b e  in c r e a s e d  a m o n g  
m a n k in d  a n d  t h a t  lo v e  a n d  a ff in ity  
m a y  b e c o m e  m o r e  r e s p l e n d e n t ly  
g lo r io u s  a n d  m a n i f e s t .

I t  h a s  t a k e n  a  c e r t a i n  l e n g th  o f  
t im e  f o r  th i s  c e l lu la r  e le m e n t  in  m y  
h a n d  to  p a s s  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  p e r 
io d s  o f  m e ta b o l i s m  . . . W h e n 
e v e r  i t  a p p e a r s  in  a n y  d i s t i n c t  f o r m  
o r  im a g e  i t  h a s  i t s  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  
v i r t u e s  a n d  f u n c t io n s .  A s  e a c h  
c o m p o n e n t  a to m  o r  e le m e n t  in  th e  
p h y s ic a l  o r g a n is m s  o f  e x is te n c e  is  
s u b je c t  to  t r a n s f e r e n c e  t h r o u g h  
e n d le s s  f o r m s  a n d  s t a g e s ,  p o s s e s s 
in g  v i r t u e s  p e c u l i a r  to  th o s e  f o r m s  
a n d  s t a t i o n s  i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  a l l  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  m a t e r i a l  b e in g  a r e  
f u n d a m e n ta l ly  o n e . . . .

A s  t h i s  is  t r u e  o f  m a t e r i a l  p h e 
n o m e n a ,h o w  m u c h  m o r e  e v id e n t  a n d  
e s s e n t i a l  i t  i s  t h a t  o n e n e s s  s h o u ld  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  m a n  in  th e  r e a lm

o f  id e a l i s m  w h ic h  f in d s  i t s  e x p r e s 
s io n  o n ly  in  th e  h u m a n  k in g d o m 1? 
V e r i l y  th e  o r ig in  o f  a l l  m a t e r i a l  l i f e  
i s  o n e  a n d  i t s  t e r m i n a t i o n  l ik e w is e  
o n e . I n  v ie w  o f  t h i s  f u n d a m e n ta l  
u n i ty  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  o f  a l l  p h e n o m 
e n a l  l i f e ,  w h y  s h o u ld  m a n  in  h is  
k in g d o m  o f  e x is te n c e  w a g e  w a r  o r  
in d u lg e  in  h o s t i l i t y  a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  
s t r i f e  a g a i n s t  h i s  f e l lo w  m a n ?  M a n  
i s  th e  n o b le s t  o f  th e  c r e a tu r e s .  I n  
h i s  p h y s ic a l  o r g a n i s m  h e  p o s s e s s e s  
th e  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  m i n e r a l  k in g d o m . 
L ik e w is e  h e  e m b o d ie s  th e  v i r t u e  
a u g m e n ta t iv e  o r  p o w e r  o f  g r o w th  
w h ic h  c h a r a c te r i z e s  t h e  k in g d o m  o f 
th e  v e g e ta b le .  F u r t h e r m o r e  in  h i s  
d e g r e e  o f  p h y s ic a l  e x is te n c e ,  h e  is  
q u a l i f ie d  w i th  f u n c t io n s  a n d  p o w e r s  
p e c u l i a r  to  th e  a n im a l  b e y o n d  w h ic h  
l ie s  th e  r a n g e  o f  h is  h u m a n  m e n ta l  
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e n d o w m e n t.  C o n s id 
e r in g  th i s  w o n d e r f u l  u n i t y  o f  th e  
k in g d o m s  o f  e x is te n c e ,  a n d  t h e i r  
e m b o d im e n t  in  th e  h ig h e s t  a n d  n o b 
l e s t  c r e a tu r e ,  w h y  s h o u ld  m a n  b e  a t  
v a r i a n c e  a n d  in  c o n flic t  w i th  m a n ?  
I s  i t  f i t t in g  a n d  ju s t i f i a b le  t h a t  h e  
s h o u ld  b e  a t  w a r ,  w h e n  h a r m o n y  
a n d  in te r d e p e n d e n c e  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
th e  k in g d o m s  o f  p h e n o m e n a l  l i f e  b e 
lo w  h im ?  T h e  e le m e n ts  a n d  lo w e r  
o r g a n is m s  a r e  s y n c h r o n iz e d  in  th e  
g r e a t  p l a n  o f l i f e .  S h a l l  m a n  i n 
f in i te ly  a b o v e  th e m  in  d e g r e e  b e  
a n ta g o n i s t i c  a n d  a  d e s t r o y e r  o f  t h a t  
p e r f e c t io n ?  G o d  f o r b i d  s u c h  a  
c o n d i t io n .

F r o m  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  a n d  c o m 
in g l in g  o f  th e  e le m e n ta l  a to m s  l i f e  
r e s u l t s .  I n  t h e i r  h a r m o n y  a n d  
b le n d in g  t h e r e  i s  e v e r  n e w n e s s  o f  
e x is te n c e .  I t  i s  r a d ia n c e ,  c o m p le te 
n e s s  ; i t  i s  c o n s u m m a t io n ; i t  i s  l i f e  
i t s e l f .
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PALESTINE—THE PROMISED LAND
A l l e f  B . M cD a n ie l

This is an especially interesting article on the development and reconstruction of 
the Holy Land by one who is a Consulting Engineer of world-wide experience.

« n n H i s  i s  th e  P r o m i s e d  L a n d  o f 
m y  p e o p le .  T h e y  w e r e  l e d  o u t  

o f  b o n d a g e  i n  E g y p t  i n  th e  d a y s  o f  
t h e  P h a r o a h s  a n d  w a n d e r i n g  
t h r o u g h  d e s e r t  a n d  o v e r  p l a i n  
u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e i r  P r o p 
h e t  a t  l a s t  f o u n d  a  h o m e  i n  t h i s  
la n d .  T h e n ,  a s  n o w , i t s  r e s o u r c e s  
w e r e  f o u n d  to  b e  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  s p a c 
io u s  f i r m a m e n t  a b o v e , t h a n  in  th e  
d e p th s  o f  th e  e a r t h  b e lo w .

“ A s  th e  c e n tu r i e s  r o l l e d  b y  n e w  
p e o p le s  f r o m  th e  e a s t ,  s o u th  a n d  
n o r t h  f o u n d  t h e i r  c o n q u e r in g  w a y  
to  th i s  l i t t l e  l a n d  a n d  g r a d u a l l y  th e  
d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  A b r a h a m — th e  c h i l 
d r e n  o f  I s r a e l — w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  to  
th e  e n d s  o f  th e  e a r t h . ”

S o  s p o k e  a  l e a d in g  o ffic ia l o f  th e  
P a l e s t i n e  E l e c t r i c  C o r p o r a t io n  L td .  
a s  w e  s to o d  lo o k in g  o u t  o f  th e  w in 
d o w  o f  a  r a i lw a y  c a r  w h e n  th e  t r a i n  
h a l t e d  a t  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  s t a t i o n s  
o f  th e  J e w i s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o lo n ie s  
b e tw e e n  H a i f a  a n d  T i b e r i a s .  O v e r  
th e  g r e a t  p l a i n  o f  E s d r a e l o n ,  th e s e  
c o lo n ie s  l a y  g l i s t e n in g  in  th e  b r i g h t  
m i d - F e b r u a r y  s u n s h in e  l ik e  r e d  a n d  
w h ite  je w e ls  o n  a n  e m e r a ld  c a r p e t .  
B e f o r e  u s  m o v e d  a n  e v e r  c h a n g in g  
g r o u p  o f  p e o p le .  A r a b  jo s t l e d  B e 
d o u in . A n d  in  g r o u p s  g a t h e r e d  a n d  
t a lk e d  y o u n g is h - lo o k in g  p e o p le  in  
E u r o p e a n  c lo th e s  o f  K h a k i  o r  
l e a t h e r .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  o f  y o u n g  
J e w s — b o th  s e x e s  w e ll  r e p r e s e n t e d  
■— s e e m e d  to  b e  e a r n e s t ,  a c t iv e  a n d  
v e r y  m u c h  a t  h o m e  i n  t h e i r  n e w  
h a b i t a t .

A s  th e  t r a i n  s lo w ly  m o v e d  o u t  o f  
th e  s t a t io n ,  th e  J e w i s h  offic ia l, 
s t a n d i n g  b y  m y  s id e  a n d  g a z in g  
d r e a m i ly  a t  th e  b r o a d  g r e e n  f ie ld s , 
t a lk e d  lo v in g ly  o f  th e  h o p e s ,  id e a l s  
a n d  p l a n s  o f  h is  r a c e .

“ A l th o u g h  h i s t o r y  h a s  r e c o r d e d  
th e  s to r y ,  m y  p e o p le  a lo n e  t r u l y  
k n o w  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  w h a t  d e p r i v a 
t io n s ,  s u f f e r in g  a n d  p e r s e c u t io n s  
th e y  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e .  S u f f e r in g  
s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  t u r n s  th e  h e a r t  t o 
w a r d  G o d , a n d  th u s  t h r o u g h  th e  
c e n tu r i e s  m y  p e o p le  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  
a  d e e p  r e l ig io u s  n a t u r e .

“ E v e r y  J e w  in  h i s  d a i ly  p r a y e r  
h a s  a lw a y s  in c lu d e d  t h a t  s o u l 
y e a r n i n g  a p p e a l  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f 
Z io n . T h i s  is  w h a t  w e  m e a n  b y  th e  
C h a lu z  s p i r i t .  I n  th e  s t o r y  o f  
J u d a h  H a le v i  i s  t r u l y  r e f le c te d  th e  
v i s io n s  o f  th e  s p i r i t .  A f t e r  d r e a m 
in g  a n d  s t r i v i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  a  l i f e 
t im e , h e  r e a c h e d  h i s  n a t iv e  l a n d  
o n ly  to  k i s s  i t s  d u s t  a n d  p e r i s h  a t  
th e  h a n d s  o f  a  f a n a t i c a l  M o s le m  
h o r s e m a n .”

F o r  w h a t  s e e m e d  to  b e  a  lo n g  
t im e , th e  o ffic ia l r e m a in e d  s i le n t .  
L o n g in g ly  a n d  lo v in g ly  h i s  g a z e  
w a n d e r e d  o v e r  th e  f a s t  r e c e d in g  
p l a in  a n d  to  th e  p i c tu r e s q u e  p e a k  o f  
M t. T a b o r  i n  th e  d i s ta n c e .  A s  in  
th e  p o e t i c a l  w o r d s  o f  th e  P s a l m i s t  
o f  o ld , h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  r a i s i n g  h i s  
v i s io n  to  th e  h i l l s  to  d r a w  n e w  
s t r e n g t h  f o r  h is  w o rk .

"W ith  a  s t a r t ,  h e  s a t  u p  s t r a i g h t e r  
in  h is  c a r  s e a t  a n d  s p o k e  w i th  n e w
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Flour Mill near ’Akkd Utilizing Water 
for Power as in Biblical Days.

z e s t  a n d  v ig o r .  “ T o  u n d e r s t a n d  
o u r  n a t i o n a l  M o v e m e n t, o n e  m u st, 
f i r s t  g e t  th e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  m y  p e o 
p le .  I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  
f o u n d e d  o n  f a i t h .  W i t h o u t  u n d y 
i n g  f a i t h ,  th e  J e w i s h  p e o p le ,  a s  a  
r a c e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  p e r i s h e d  y e a r s  
a g o . I t  i s  o u r  f a i t h  a lo n e  t h a t  h a s  
k e p t  th e  d iv in e  s p a r k  o f  h o p e  a n d  
id e a l i s m  b u r n in g  w i th in  u s .

“ B u t  th e  C h r i s t  s a id  t h a t  f a i t h  
m u s t  b e  fo l lo w e d  b y  w o rk s .  S o  th e  
f ie r y  f u r n a c e  t h a t  w il l  p u r g e  u s  o f  
o u r  d r o s s  a n d  p u r i f y  a n d  s t r e n g t h 
e n  u s , i s  w o rk . T o  o th e r  n a t io n s  
w o r k  is  o n ly  la b o r .  T o  m y  p e o p le  
i t  m u s t  b e  a n d  is  a  r e l ig io n .  J u d e a  
f e l l  b y  f ir e ,  a n d  b y  f i r e  i t  w i l l  b e  r e 
b u i l t .  T h a t  f ire  is  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  
l a b o r . ”

A s  th e  o ffic ia l u t t e r e d  th e s e  p r o 
p h e t i c  w o r d s ,  th e  t r a i n  p a s s e d  a  s e c 
t i o n  o f  th e  m a in  h ig h w a y  w h ic h  w a s  
u n d e r  r e p a i r .  H e r e ,  w ie ld in g  p ic k , 
s h o v e l  a n d  r a k e  i n  s p r e a d i n g  b r o k e n  
s to n e  f o r  r e s u r f a c i n g  o f  th e  r o a d ,  
w e r e  r u g g e d - lo o k in g  y o u n g  m e n . 
F a i t h f u l l y ,  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t h e y  w o r k 
e d ;  n o t  e v e n  s to p p in g  to  w a tc h  th e  
t r a i n  a s  i t  w h is k e d  b y .

“ H o  y o u r  p e o p le  w o r k  o n  th e  
r o a d s ? ”  I  a s k e d  in  s o m e  s u r p r i s e .

Steam-Electric Plant at Haifa— The Mod
ern Source of Power in Palestine

“ Y e s . T h e y  a r e  l e a r n in g  to  d o  
a l l  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ;  n o t  
o n ly  in  th e  f ie ld s , b u t  a b o u t  th e  v i l 
la g e s  a n d  to w n s . T h e y  a r e  n o t  o n ly  
b u i ld in g  r o a d s ,  b u t  h o u s e s  a s  w e ll. 
W e  b e l ie v e  t h a t  o u r  n a t i o n a l  e c o 
n o m y  is  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  l a b o r  o f  
o u r  h a n d s . ”

T h e  t b a i h  s u d d e n ly  j o l t e d  to  a  
s to p . W e  w e r e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  
jo u r n e y .

“ W e lc o m e .”  A  y o u n g  S w is s  e n 
g in e e r  e x te n d e d  h i s  h a n d  a s  w e  e n 
t e r e d  th e  d in in g  h a l l  o f  a  c o n s t r u c 
t io n  c a m p . B o w s  o f  y o u n g  m e n  
w e r e  b u s i ly  e a t i n g  a t  w h i te - to p p e d  
ta b le s ,  f o r  i t  w a s  th e  n o o n - lu n c h  
p e r io d .

P a s s i n g  th e  ro w s  o f  t a b le s  w e  f o l 
lo w e d  th e  e n g in e e r  to  th e  k i tc h e n  
w h e r e  g r e a t  s te a m in g  c a u ld r o n s  o f  
s o u p  a n d  p a n s  o f  m e a t  a n d  v e g e 
ta b le s  w e r e  b e in g  g r a d u a l l y  d i s 
p e n s e d  to  th e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  l a b o r 
e r s .  Y o u n g  w o m e n  i n  n e a t  w h i te  
a p r o n s  w e re  m o v in g  r a p i d l y  a b o u t  
a n d  e v id e n t ly  d o in g  th e  “ K . P . ”  
w o r k  in  a n  e f fe c t iv e  w a y — i f  th e  
s a t i s f i e d  s o u n d s  t h a t  c a m e  t h r o u g h  
th e  o p e n in g  a n d  s h u t t i n g  d o o r s  

w e r e  a n y  in d ic a t io n .
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A Smoke Talk— Old Time Activity in the 
Holy Land.

O n  w e  fo l lo w e d  th e  e n g in e e r  in to  
th e  r e f r i g e r a t o r  r o o m  to  h e  u s e d  
d u r i n g  th e  h o t  s u m m e r  m o n th s .  
F o r  in  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  in  
th e  J o r d a n  V a l le y  n e a r  i t s  o u t le t  
f r o m  L a k e  T i b e r i a s ,  th e  t e m p e r a 
t u r e  d u r i n g  th e  m o n th s  o f  J u l y  a n d  
A u g u s t  o f te n  r i s e s  to  o n e  h u n d r e d  
a n d  tw e n ty  d e g r e e s .

A n d  in  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  l a n d ,  o v e r  th e  
f a c e  o f  w h ic h  R o m a n , H u n ,  G-oth, 
C h r i s t i a n  c r u s a d e r  a n d  T u r k  h a s  
p a s s e d  in  s u c c e s s iv e  c o n q u e s t ,  t h e r e  
i s  l i t t l e  s h a d e  l e f t .  W h a t  f e w  t r e e s  
r e m a in e d  u p  to  th e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  
w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  th e  T u r k s  d u r 
in g  th e  r e c e n t  W o r l d  W a r  p e r io d  a s  
th e y  g a v e  w a y  to  t h e  n o r t h w a r d  
m a r c h  o f  G e n e r a l  A l l e n b y ’s a r m y .

A  w e ll e q u ip p e d  l a u n d r y  to  w h ic h  
w e  w e r e  n e x t  le d , w h e r e  th e  w a s h 
in g  f o r  th e  c a m p  e m p lo y e e s  w i l l  b e  
d o n e  a t  c o s t ,  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  
J e w i s h  p e o p le  r e g a r d  c le a n l in e s s  
n e x t  to  G o d lin e s s .

“ A m o n g  th e s e  p e o p le  w o r k in g  so  
i n d u s t r i o u s l y  h e r e , ”  s a id  th e  offi
c ia l ,  “ a r e  m a n y  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  
w o m e n  o f  c o lle g e  t r a i n i n g .  S ix  
h a v e  r e c e iv e d  th e  d o c to r  o f  p h i lo 
s o p h y  d e g r e e  i n  E u r o p e a n  o r  
A m e r ic a n  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  ’ ’

Harnessing the Jordan—Present-Day 
Activity in Palestine.

A s  w e  s a t  e a t i n g  o u r  lu n c h  o f  
s o u p , v e a l ,  v e g e ta b le s  a n d  p r u n e s ,  
w e  l i s t e n e d  to  o n e  o f  th e s e  c o lle g e  
g r a d u a t e s ,  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  d i e t i 
c ia n ,  e x p la in  h e r  p l a n s  f o r  s e t t in g 
u p  a  b a la n c e d  r a t i o n  f o r  th e  m e n u . 
E v i d e n t l y  s h e  w a s  h a v in g  a  h a r d  
t im e  to  e d u c a te  th e  w o r k e r s  o u t  o f  
a  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e s i r e  f o r  a  m e a t  d ie t  
to  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  n e e d  a n d  v a lu e  o f  
v e g e ta b le s  a n d  f r u i t s .

W e  w a n d e r e d  o v e r  th e  f ie ld  o f  
w o r k  a f t e r  lu n c h e o n  a n d  s a w  d i f 
f e r e n t  g r o u p s  o f  y o u n g  m e n — m o s t 
ly  f r o m  tw e n ty  to  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  
a g e — e x c a v a t in g  f o r  a  s p u r  t r a c k ;  
o p e r a t i n g  a  d r i l l  p r e s s ,  a  m illing - 
m a c h in e  a n d  a  l a t h e  i n  th e  m a c h in e  
s h o p ; a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  s u b -s o i l  f o r  a  f o r e - b a y  w i th  a  
w e l l - d r i l l in g  o u t f i t ;  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  
a  S c o tc h  e x p e r t  to  o p e r a t e  a  s te a m -  
s h o v e l  in  th e  e x c a v a t io n  o f  a  c a n a l ,  
a n d  a  d r a g - l in e  e x c a v a to r  in  th e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  s m a l l  b a s in .  A s  
w e  p a s s e d  th e  m e n  u n i f o r m ly  g r e e t 
e d  u s  w i th  a  w o r d  o f  w e lc o m e , a n d  
th e n  c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  w o r k  w i th  th e  
g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  t a s k s .

“ W e  t r y  to  d e v e lo p  a  r e a l  l ik in g  
o f  th e  w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e i r  t a s k s , ”



THE BAHA’i MAGAZINE

s a id  m y  g u id e .  ‘ ‘W h i l e  w e  r e q u i r e  
o b e d ie n c e  to  o r d e r s ,  th e  m e n  a r e  e n 
c o u r a g e d  to  u s e  t h e i r  h e a d s  a s  w e ll  
a s  t h e i r  h a n d s  in  th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
o f  t h e i r  d u t ie s .  S u g g e s t io n s  f o r  im 
p r o v e m e n ts  in  th e  m e th o d s  a n d  
p l a n s  a r e  w e lc o m e d , a n d  th o s e  a c 
c e p te d  a n d  u s e d  a r e  c r e d i t e d  to  th e  
w o r k e r s  m a k in g  t h e m .”

A s  w e  h a d e  th e  S w is s  e n g in e e r  
g o o d -b y e  a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  o u r  j o u r 
n e y  b a c k  to  H a i f a ,  I  h a d  to  a d m i t  
t a c i t l y  t h a t  h e r e  a t  l e a s t  o n  th i s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  ( a t  J o r d a n  
H a l t — th e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  R u t e n 
b e r g  p l a n  f o r  th e  h y d r o - e le c t r i c  d e 
v e lo p m e n t  o f  P a l e s t i n e )  — t h e r e  
e x is t s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  id e a l  
o f  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  w o r k  w h ic h  is  o n e  
o f  th e  p r i m a r y  p r in c ip l e s  o f  th e  
Z io n is t  M o v e m e n t.

A s  th e  s e e k e r  a f t e r  th e  t r u t h  g o e s  
a b o u t  a m o n g  th e  c o lo n ie s  f r o m  
L yclc la  to  H a i f a ,  f r o m  H a i f a  to  
T i b e r i a s ,  a n d  th e n  a c r o s s  th e  h i l l s  
to  th e  g r o u p  n e a r  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  
H e b r o n ,  h e  is  im p r e s s e d  w i th  o n e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  f a c t ;  t h a t  h e r e  in  th i s  
th e  H o ly  L a n d  f o r  m a n y  p e o p le s ,  
t h e r e  is  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o n  b y  th e  
p r e s e n t - d a y  C h i ld r e n  o f I s r a e l  a n  
e x p e r im e n t .

T h e  o s te n s ib le  p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  
e x p e r im e n t  is  to  f u r n i s h  a n  o p p o r 
t u n i t y  f o r  a  p e o p le  to  r e t u r n  to  
t h e i r  a n c ie n t  o f  d a y s ’ h o m e . T h e  
J e w i s h  r a c e  is  e n d e a v o r in g  to  b u i ld  
in  P a l e s t i n e  a  p e r m a n e n t  n a t i o n a l  
h o m e — -a p la c e  w h e r e  th e  J e w  f r o m  
E a s t  o r  W e s t ,  w h e th e r  h ig h  o r  lo w , 
r i c h  o r  p o o r  m a y  f in d  a  d w e l l in g  
p la c e  i n  a  s a c r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t ;  a n d  
w h e r e  a f t e r  c e n tu r i e s  o f  w a n d e r 
in g , u n r e s t ,  s u f f e r in g  a n d  p e r s e c u 

t io n , h e  m a y  b e  a s s u r e d  a t  l a s t  j u s 
t ic e , p e a c e  a n d  h a p p in e s s .

I t  i s  n o t e w o b t h y  t h a t  th e  J e w 
i s h  c o lo n iz a t io n  m o v e m e n t  in  P a l e s 
t in e  in c lu d e s  u r b a n  a s  w e ll  a s  r u r a l  
c o m m u n it ie s .  N o ta b le  a m o n g  th e s e  
u r b a n  s e t t l e m e n ts  is  T e l-A v iv ,  a  
m o d e r n  c i ty  o f  a b o u t  f o r ty - f iv e  
t h o u s a n d  p e o p le ,  w i th  a n  e le c t r i c  
p o w e r  s ta t io n ,  a n d  m a n y  i n d u s t r i e s  
in c lu d in g  a  s i l i c a te  f a c to r y ,  a  t a n 
n e r y ,  a  f u r n i t u r e  p l a n t ,  a  t e x t i l e  
m il l ,  c h o c o la te  w o rk s ,  a  s i lk  m il l ,  
a n d  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  t o o t h  f a c to r y .

T h e  g r a d u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  
R u te n b e r g  p l a n  w il l  f u r n i s h  u n i 
v e r s a l  e le c t r ic  c u r r e n t  t h a t  w i l l  
l i g h t  th e  to w n s  a n d  c i t ie s ,  a n d  f u r 
n i s h  p o w e r  f o r  b o th  i n d u s t r y  a n d  
a g r i c u l tu r e .  I n  th e  l a t t e r  f ie ld , e le c 
t r i c  pow Te r  w ill  m a k e  p o s s ib le  th e  
r e c l a m a t io n  b y  i r r i g a t i o n  o f  v a s t  
t r a c t s  o f  a r i d  la n d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  
lo w e r  r e a c h e s  o f  th e  J o r d a n  V a l 
le y . P r o m  e v e n  m y  p r a c t i c a l  v ie w 
p o in t  a s  a n  e n g in e e r ,  i t  s e e m s  w i t h 
in  r e a s o n  to  c o n c lu d e , t h a t  p e r h a p s  
f u t u r e  p i lg r im s  to  th e  H o ly  L a n d  
m a y  s e e  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  B ib l i 
c a l  p r o p h e c ie s  a n d  f in d  th i s  l i t t l e  
la n d ,  so  b a r r e n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e 
s o u rc e s ,  “ b lo s s o m in g  l ik e  th e  r o s e . ”

W T ia t c a n  w e  s e e  in  a l l  t h i s  b u t  
th e  f in g e r  o f  G o d  m o v in g  i n  th e  f u l 
f i l l in g  o f  p r o p h e c y ,  f o r  e v e n  in  t h i s  
d a y  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  h a s  s a i d :

“ T h e  g o ld e n  t h r e a d  o f  p r o m is e  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  M e s s ia n ic  M il le n iu m  
r u n s  t h r o u g h  th e  B ib le ,  a n d  i t  wTa s  
so  d e s t i n e d  t h a t  G o d  in  H is  o w n  
g o o d  t im e  w o u ld  c a u s e  i t s  a p p e a r 
a n c e . N o t  e v e n  a  s in g le  w o r d  w ill be  
l e f t  m e a n in g le s s  a n d  u n f u l f i l l e d .”

1 2 1
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CARMEL, HAIFA A ND  ’AKKA
The following is compiled from letters of Miss Isabel Rives, a Baha’i teacher 

of Washington, J). C., and London, England, who recently visited the Holy Land and 
writes of her impressions and observations as to how the prophecies of the Holy Books 
are being fulfilled.

’A b d u  ’1 -B a h a  o n c e  s a id  to  a n  
A m e r ic a n  p i lg r im  to  th e  H o ly  L a n d ,  
“ C o m e  a n d  se e  m y  g a r d e n . ”  H e  
to o k  h e r  h y  th e  h a n d  a n d  a lm o s t  
r a n  o v e r  th e  r o u g h e s t  g r o u n d  sh e  
h a d  e v e r  s e e n , w o r s e  t h a n  a n y  
p lo u g h e d  f ie ld  f o r  i t  w a s  c o v e r e d  
w i th  ro c k s  a s  b ig  a s  h e r  h e a d  a n d  
b o d y . T h a t  w a s  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o . 
A n d  n o w  t h a t  r o c k  b e d  h a s  b e c o m e  
a  b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n .  A  w o r ld - w id e  
t r a v e l e r  w h o  h a d  s e e n  m a n y  b e a u t i 
f u l  g a r d e n s  d e c la r e d  th i s  to  b e  b y  
f a r  th e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l .  S h a l l  I  t e l l  
y o u  a b o u t  i t ?

I t  i s  b u i l t  o n  th e  s lo p e  o f  M t. 
C a r m e l ,  w h ic h  th e  B a h a ’is  p a r t l y  
o w n . T h e r e  a r e  n in e  t e r r a c e s  w i th  
s t e p s  le a d in g  f r o m  o n e  to  th e  o th e r .  
A l l  th e  w a lk s  a n d  p a t h s  a r e  s t r i k 
in g ly  r e d ;  t h a t  is ,  t h e y  a r e  e v id e n t ly  
c o n s t r u c te d  o f  t i l i n g  r e d u c e d  to  a  
f in e  g r a v e l  c o n s is te n c y .  B a c h  p a t h  
o r  w a lk  is  b o r d e r e d  w i th  s m a l l  r e d  
p l a n t s ;  in s id e  t h a t  a n o t h e r  b o r d e r  
o f  t a l l e r  p l a n t s  w i th  g r e e n  l e a v e s ;  
w h ile  w i th in  t h i s  e n c lo s u r e  t h e r e  is  
b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  g r a s s — a  r a r e  t h in g  
in  th e  H o ly  L a n d ;  a n d  th e n  a g a in  
m o r e  o f  th e  t i n y  r e d  a n d  g r e e n  
p l a n t s  a r r a n g e d  in  d e s ig n s  r e m in d 
in g  o n e  o f  a n  e x q u is i te  P e r s i a n  r u g .  
T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  m a n y  p a lm s  a n d  
c u r io u s  t r e e s  th e  n a m e s  o f  w h ic h  
I  d o  n o t  k n o w . T h e n  t h e r e  a r e  
p o m e g r a n a t e  a n d  o r a n g e  t r e e s ,  
a n d  a  v e r y  d i s t in c t iv e  g r o u p  b e 
lo n g in g  to  th e  c e d a r  v a r i e t y .  W e  
h a v e  h e a r d  so  o f te n  o f  h o w  ’A b 
d u ’1 -B a h a  u s e d  to  s i t  u n d e r  th e s e  
t r e e s  a n d  w r i t e  m a n y  o f  H i s  s a c r e d  
T a b le t s .

H a l f  w a y  u p  M t. C a r m e l  a r e  th e  
S h r in e s  o f  th e  B a b  a n d  o f  ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  
h i s t o r y  r e c o r d s  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  
B a b  a s  th e  F o r e r u n n e r  o f  B a h a ’u -  
l l a h  th e  D iv in e  L a w - g iv e r  o f  th i s  
a g e , a n d  ’A b d u ’1 -B a h a  a s  th e  I n 
t e r p r e t e r  a n d  E x p o u n d e r  o f  H is  
R e v e a le d  W o r d .

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  M t. C a r m e l  is  
s i t u a t e d  th e  h a r b o r  c i ty  o f  H a i f a ,  
w h e r e  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i ,  G u a r d i a n  o f  
th e  B a h a ’i  C a u s e  l iv e s .

S u c h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  im p r o v e 
m e n ts  a r e  t a k in g  p la c e  t h e r e  t h a t  
o n e  c a n n o t  h e lp  b u t  m a r v e l  a t  th e  
w o n d e r f u l  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  p r o p 
h e c ie s  o f  th e  B ib le ,  a n d  o f  ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a  r e g a r d i n g  th e  f u t u r e  o f 
H a i f a ,  a r e  b e in g  fu lf i l le d .

W h e n  I  l a s t  v i s i t e d  t h i s  p la c e  
s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o , t h e r e  w e r e  n o  
s e w e r a g e  o r  w a t e r  s y s te m s ,  n e i th e r  
w a s  t h e r e  a n  e le c t r i c  l i g h t  p la n t .  
T h e y  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  c o n s t r u c te d  a n d  
a r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  to d a y .

F i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  b a b ie s  in  th i s  
v i c in i ty  d ie d ,  d u e  to  i m p r o p e r  c a r e .  
N o w  t h e r e  is  a  C h i ld  W e l f a r e  C e n 
t e r  w h e r e  a b o u t  f o u r  h u n d r e d  
b a b ie s  a r e  c a r e d  f o r ,  a n d  th e  
m o th e r s  a r e  a d o p t i n g  n e w  a n d  
s c ie n tif ic  m e th o d s  f o r  th e  c a r e  a n d  
f e e d in g  o f  i n f a n t s  a n d  c h i ld r e n .

A  l a r g e  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  E n g l i s h  
s c h o o l is  b e in g  e r e c te d  n e a r  th e  
B a h a ’i  P i l g r i m  H o u s e .

O ld  p la c e s  a n d  s c e n e s  a r e  g iv in g  
p la c e  to  n e w ;  n a r r o w  s t r e e t s  w il l  
s o o n  b e  a  t h i n g  o f  th e  p a s t  f o r  
a l r e a d y  th e  s t r e e t s  a r e  b e in g  
w id e n e d  in  th e  m o s t  m o d e r n  w a y .
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I n 'Isaiah 42 :7  w e  r e a d ,  “ T o  o p e n  
th e  b l in d  e y e s , to  b r i n g  o u t  th e  
p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  th e  p r i s o n ,  a n d  th e m  
t h a t  s i t  in  d a r k n e s s  o u t  o f  th e  
p r i s o n  h o u s e .  ’7

H o w  w o n d e r f u l ly  t h i s  p r o p h e c y  
h a s  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d !

’A k k a , t e n  m ile s  d i s t a n t  f r o m  
H a i f a ,  “ b y  w a y  o f  th e  s e a , 77 w h e r e  
B a l ia  ’u  ’l la h  a n d  H is  f a m i ly  w e r e  
i n c a r c e r a t e d  in  p r i s o n  f o r  so  m a n y  
y e a r s ,  a n d  w h e r e  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  r e 
m a in e d  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  th e  T u r k i s h  
g o v e r m e n t  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  h a s ,  l ik e  
H a i f a ,  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d .  E v e n  th e  
p r i s o n  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d , so  t h e r e  
i s  n o t  m u c h  l e f t  to  r e m in d  o n e  o f 
th o s e  s a d  d a y s .  T h e  c la n k  o f  th e  
p r i s o n e r  7s c h a in s  is  n o  lo n g e r  
h e a r d .  T o d a y  th e  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  o u t  
m a k in g  g o o d  r o a d s  o u t  o f  v e r y  b a d  
o n e s ; o th e r s  a r e  w e a v in g  c lo th  f o r  
t h e i r  u n i f o r m s ;  s t i l l  o th e r s  a r e  e n 
g a g e d  in  c a n e  a n d  b a s k e t  w e a v in g .  
A ls o  t h e r e  is  s o o n  to  b e  a  w e ll  
e q u ip p e d  c a r p e n t e r  s h o p  w h e r e  c a r 
p e n t r y  w il l  b e  t a u g h t .  T h u s  w h e n  
p r i s o n e r s  r e t u r n  to  th e  w o r ld  o f  
w o r k  th e y  w il l  h a v e  a  t r a d e ,  a n d  so  
b e  a b le  to  e a r n  t h e i r  l iv in g .

A n d  w h a t  o f  th e  a r s e n a l  w i th  
c a n n o n  a n d  b a l ls  o f  v a r io u s  s iz e s  
u s e d  in  th e  b a t t l e s  o f  th e  p a s t ?  I t  
h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  g r e e n  g r a s s  
a n d  f lo w e r  b e d s  h a v e  t a k e n  i t s  p la c e .

O f  c o u r s e  w e  v i s i t e d  th e  S h r in e  o f  
B a h a ’u ’l la h , a n d  “ B a h j i ”  th e  h o m e  
o f  B a h a ’u ’l la h  d u r i n g  th e  l a s t  d a y s  
o f  H i s  l i f e .  T h i s  h o u s e  n e e d s  r e 
p a i r i n g  v e r y  m u c h , b u t  I  w a s  to ld  
i t  i s  to  b e  f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  a n d  p r e 
s e r v e d  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le .  I t  wTa s  
a  p r iv i l e g e ,  to o ,  to  b e  a b le  to  v i s i t  
th e  p la c e  w h e r e  B a h a ’u ’l la h  w a s  
l i v i n g  a t  th e  t im e  H e  w r o te  th e  
‘ ‘K i t a b - i - A q d a s 77 ( B o o k  o f L a w s ) ;  
a n d  to  s e e  th e  H a r d e n  o f  th e  R id v a n  
w h e r e  H e  s p e n t  m u c h  t im e .

L a t e r  a  v i s i t  to  th e  S e a  o f  G a li le e  
g a v e  u s  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s e e  th e

f i s h e r m e n  h a u l in g  i n  t h e i r  n e t s ,  j u s t  
a s  t h e y  d id  tw o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a g o  
I  a m  s u r e .  T h e n  w e  h a d  a  w o n d e r 
f u l  d r iv e  a lo n g  th e  s h o r t  to  T i b e r i a s  
a n d  to  th e  h o te l  w h e r e  ’A b d u ’l-  
B a h a  o f te n  s ta y e d .  N a z a r e th ,  w h e r e  
th e y  h a d  a n  e a r th q u a k e  a b o u t  tw o  
y e a r s  a g o , h a s  b u i l t  a  n e w  v i l l a g e  o n  
th e  o p p o s i te  s id e  o f  th e  r o a d .  M o d e l 
h o u s e s ,  g a r d e n s ,  f a r m s ,  d o t  th e  
l a n d s c a p e .  A l l  b u i l t  b y  th e  J e w s .  
“ O ld  t h in g s  s h a l l  p a s s  a w a y ,  a n d  
a l l  t h in g s  b e  m a d e  n e w ; 77 a n d  th i s  
i s  l i t e r a l l y  t a k in g  p la c e .  I t  i s  t r u e  
m a t e r i a l l y  a s  w e ll  a s  s p i r i t u a l ly .

O n  o u r  r e t u r n  to  H a i f a  w e  m e t  
M u s t a f a  E f f e n d i ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  
P o r t  S a id  B a h a ’i  A s s e m b ly ,  a n d  
o th e r  E g y p t i a n  a n d  P e r s i a n  
B a h a ’is ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  a lw a y s  m a n y  
v i s i t i n g  p i lg r im s  in  th e  B a h a ’i  
c o lo n y  a t  H a i f a .

E v e r y  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t h e r e  is  
a  s e r v ic e  a t  th e  S h r in e s  o f th e  B a b  
a n d  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  o n  M t. C a r m e l  
a n d  th e  s p i r i t  i s  in e x p r e s s ib ly  r e v 
e r e n t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l .  T h e  w h o le  a t 
m o s p h e r e  o f  th e  p la c e  is  b e y o n d  a n y  
d e s c r ip t io n .

I t  is  t r u l y  th e  d a y  o f  fu l f i l lm e n t  
in  th e  H o ly  L a n d .  C a n  t h e r e  r e 
m a in  a  s in g le  d o u b t  i n  th e  m in d  o f  
a n y  o n e  t h a t  b o th  s p i r i t u a l l y  a n d  
m a t e r i a l l y  th e  p r o p h e c ie s  o f  a l l  th e  
H o ly  B o o k s  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  a r e  b e in g  
fu lf i l le d ?  A n d  th e  p r o p h e c ie s  o f  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  H im s e l f  a b o u t  th e  
f u t u r e  o f  th i s  s p i r i t u a l  c e n te r  g iv e s  
o n e  a  r e a l  t h r i l l .  A m o n g  th e m  o n e  
c o m e s  to  m y  m in d  a t  t h i s  t i m e :

“ I n  th e  f u t u r e  th e  d i s ta n c e  b e 
tw e e n  ’A k k a  a n d  H a i f a  w il l  b e  b u i l t  
u p ,  a n d  th e  tw o  c i t ie s  w il l  j o in  a n d  
c la s p  h a n d s  b e c o m in g  th e  tw o  t e r 
m in a l  s e c t io n s  o f  o n e  m ig h ty  m e t 
r o p o l i s . ”

I t  i s  in d e e d  th e  H o ly  L a n d — th e  
H o ly  L a n d  o f  th e  p a s t ,  th e  p r e s e n t ,  
a n d  th e  f u t u r e .
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE BA H A ’I CONVENTION
M aby H anfobd F obd

T H E  B a h a ’i  C o n v e n t i o n  h e l d  i n  

W i l m e t t e  A p r i l  2 6 t h  t o  2 8 t h ,  

1 9 2 9 ,  w i l l  l o n g  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  

t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  b e  

p r e s e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  r e c o r d 

e d  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  t h e  f i n a l  s t e p  

i n  t h e  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m  o f  

t h e  T e m p l e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  c o n s c i o u s  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h e  s i g 

n i f i c a n c e  o f  i t s  e r e c t i o n  a n d  i n f l u 

e n c e .

T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  

F o u n d a t i o n  H a l l  o f  t h e  T e m p l e .  

W i t h i n  t h o s e  b o u n d a r i e s  w a s  l i t t l e  

t o  h i n t  o f  t h e  b e a u t y  t h a t  w o u l d  r e 

p l a c e  t h e m .  T h e r e  w a s  a  m a r v e l 

o u s  l a c e l i k e  d r a w i n g  o f  a  p a n e l  b y  

L o u i s  B o u r g e o i s ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f. 

w h i c h  i n  b r o n z e  w i l l  o n e  d a y  a d o r n  

t h e  t r u e  b a s e m e n t  ; t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  

o r i e n t a l  r u g s  s e n t  f r o m  H a i f a  a d d 

i n g  c o l o r  t o  t h e  w a l l s ,  a n d  a  h u g e  

p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  s t r u c t u r e  

w h e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  d o n e  i n  c o l o r  b y  

M r s .  E d w a r d  S t r u v e n .

A s  o n e  e n t e r e d  t h e  d o o r w a y  a n d  

g a i n e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  h a l l  o n e  b e 

c a m e  a w a r e  o f  a  P r e s e n c e ,  a  P o w e r ,  

w h i c h  w a s  n o t  s u g g e s t e d  i n  a n y  o f  

t h e  v i s i b l e  f o r m s  a n d  c o l o r s  w i t h 

i n  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  o u t w a r d  e y e .  

S e a t e d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  p r o m i s 

c u o u s  a s s e m b l a g e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a ,  

o n e  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  h a v e  f e l t  t h e m  

f i r s t ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  a r o s e  t h e  r e a l i z a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  l o f t y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  

w o u l d  o n e  d a y  t o w e r  a b o v e  t h e m  

a n d  i n c l o s e  t h e m ,  s o  t h a t  a l l  w o u l d  

v i b r a t e  i n  i t s  s p l e n d o r  a n d  r e s p o n d  

t o  i t s  h a r m o n y  o f  l i n e  a n d  m a g n i 

f i c e n c e  o f  j e w e l e d  r a d i a n c e .

T h e  o r d e r  o f  e x e r c i s e s  f o l l o w e d  

d u r i n g  F r i d a y ,  S a t u r d a y  a n d  S u n 

d a y  w a s  o u t w a r d l y  v e r y  s i m p l e .  

H e r e  w e r e  r e c o r d s  o f  d u t i e s  p e r 

f o r m e d ,  o f  m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  r e 

c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  a  

m o s t  n o b l e  p u r p o s e — t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  ‘ ‘ M e e t i n g  H o u s e ”  f o r  h u 

m a n i t y ,  i n  w h i c h  e v e r y  f a i t h  a n d  

r a c e  c a n  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  w o r s h i p  

f r e e l y !

T h e  a u d i e n c e  h e a r d  t h e  r e p o r t s  

o f  c o m m i t t e e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  w i d e l y  a c t i v e  c a u s e .  

T h e  P u b l i s h i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  I n 

t e r r a c i a l  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  S t a r  o f  t h e  

W e s t  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  G r e e n a c r e  

c o m m i t t e e  a n d  m o s t  a b s o r b i n g  o f  

a l l ,  t h e  F i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e ! f o r  t h a t  

i n v o l v e d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  

t h e  y e a r ' s  e f f o r t  t o  b e g i n  i m m e d 

i a t e l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  

s t r u c t u r e .

G r e e t i n g s  w e r e  r e a d  f r o m  S h o g h i  

E f f e n d i ,  a n d  f r o m  m a n y  p r e s e n t  i n  

s p i r i t  b u t  n o t  i n  b o d y .

T h e  g e n i a l  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  M r .  

A l l e n  B .  M c D a n i e l  d i f f u s e d  a l w a y s  

a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  s y m p a t h y  a n d  a t 

o n e m e n t .

T h e  a s s e m b l e d  a u d i e n c e  h a d  l i t 

t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  p l a n s  

f o r  t h e  T e m p l e ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  d e 

m a n d e d  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  w o r d  f r o m  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  h i m s e l f  a s  t o  h o w  t h i s  

m i g h t y  c r e a t i o n  c o u l d  a r i s e ,  b u i l t  

o f  i m p e r i s h a b l e  c o n c r e t e ,  c o v e r e d  

w i t h  e x q u i s i t e  o r n a m e n t  w h i c h  

p e n e t r a t e d  i t s  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  l i n e d  

w i t h  a  n e w  g l a s s  a s  h a r d  a s  i r o n ,  

p r o t e c t i n g  i t s  i n t e r i o r  f r o m  

w e a t h e r .  S u c h  a  t h i n g  h a d  n e v e r  

b e e n  h e a r d  o f ,  n o  a r c h i t e c t u r e  c o n 
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t a i n s  i t s  d u p l i c a t e  i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  

f o r m ,  o r  e t h e r e a l  b e a u t y !

N o  o n e  w h o  l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e l y  

c a n  e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  t a l k  o f  L o u i s  

B o u r g e o i s  i n  w h i c h  h e  o u t l i n e d  

d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  p l a n s  o f  t h e  T e m p l e ,  

a n d  a n s w e r e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a n d  

c l e a r l y  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i t .

T h e  R i d v a n  F e a s t  a l w a y s  h e l d  a t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  B a h a ’i  C o n 

v e n t i o n  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  B a h a ’i s  

a n d  f r i e n d s  f r o m  C h i c a g o  a n d  

n e a r b y  t o w n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e l e 

g a t e s .  T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  

s p i r i t u a l  f e a s t  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  

M r s .  C o r i n n e  T r u e  i n  w h i c h  s h e  

h o n o r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’i  C a u s e ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  M i s s  

M a r y  M a x w e l l ,  M i s s  W a n d e n

M a t h e w s  a n d  M r .  P h i l i p  S p r a g u e ,  

a l l  o f  w h o m  s p o k e  w i t h  s u c h  e l o 

q u e n c e  a n d  s p i r i t  t h a t  o n e  h a d  n o  

f e a r s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  M o v e 

m e n t  s o  c h a m p i o n e d .

A n o t h e r  e l o q u e n t  w o r d  w a s  

s p o k e n  b y  M r s .  H .  P .  P a y n e  o f  

P i t t s b u r g h ,  P a .  S h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  

R o s e  G - a r d e n  o f  c h i l d h o o d  s h e  h a d  

t e n d e d  f o r  y e a r s  i n  w h i c h  b l o s 

s o m e d  f l o w e r s  f r o m  m a n y  c r e e d s  

a n d  r a c e s  u n i t e d  i n  l o v e .  H e r  e x 

q u i s i t e  v o i c e  s e e m e d  t o  r e n d e r  v i s 

i b l e  t h a t  h e a v e n l y  d o m e  o f  t h e  p r o 

j e c t e d  T e m p l e  w h i c h  h a d  s e n t  i t s  

r a y s  u p o n  u s  d u r i n g  a l l  t h e  p r e c e d 

i n g  d a y s  a n d  a t  l a s t  i t s  f u l l  r a d 

i a n c e .

CREATIVE DISCUSSION
B e r t h a  H y d e  K i r k p a t r i c k

“The process of Group Thinking,” by Harrison S. Elliott. New York— The A s
sociation Press. The spirit of the new age manifests through this book which emphas
izes the law of consultation and group action. Bahais we feel sure will find this 
brief review interesting.

rT 7 H O S E  w h o  a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  

a n d  c o n v e n t i o n s  o b s e r v e  t h a t  

w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  y e a r s  a  

n e w  t e c h n i q u e  i n  h a n d l i n g  d i s c u s 

s i o n s  h a s  d e v e l o p e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

s m a l l e r  g r o u p s .  T h e  o b j e c t  i s  t o  

a r r i v e  a t  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  a  p r o b l e m  

t h r o u g h  g r o u p  t h i n k i n g  a n d  d i s c u s 

s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  a r g u m e n t  

o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  o n e  

e x p e r t  o r  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  b e l i e f  i s  

t h a t  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  s i n c e r e l y  

b e n t  o n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  a  p r o b l e m  

i n  w h i c h  a l l  h a v e  a  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  

h a s  a  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  w h i c h  b r i n g s  

t h e m  m o r e  n e a r l y  a  t r u e  a n d  r i g h t  

s o l u t i o n  t h a n  a n y  o n e  p e r s o n ,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  t h e  g r o u p  b e  m a d e  o f  q u i t e

o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  

m e a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  e x p e r t  a d v i c e  

i s  n o t  w e i g h e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .

I n  h i s  b o o k  T h e  P r o c e s s  o f  G r o u p  

T h i n k i n g  P r o f e s s o r  H a r r i s o n  S .  

E l l i o t t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e r e  

i s  a  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  

l i f e  o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  a n  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  

o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  t o  f i n d  a n  

a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s 

e n c e  a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e s  o f  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  a  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t  

w h i c h  b i n d s  t h e  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r i p e  f o r  a  c r e a t i v e  

d i s c u s s i o n .

T h e  m e t h o d  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n 

d e e d ,  q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  o n e
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o f  d e b a t e  a n d  a r g u m e n t  c o m m o n l y  

u s e d  i n  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  a n d  

o u r  p u b l i c  f o r u m s .  T h e  l a t t e r  u s 

u a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  a  c o m p r o m i s e  b e 

t w e e n  t w o  o p p o s i n g  v i e w s  w h i c h  i s  

a l m o s t  s u r e  t o  b e  w e a k  a n d  u n 

s t a b l e ,  c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  

i g n o r i n g  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s .  T h e  c r e a 

t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  m e t h o d  s e e k s  t o  

h a v e  m a n y ,  i n d e e d  a l l  v i e w p o i n t s ,  

e x p r e s s e d  o p e n l y ,  f r e e l y ,  a n d  f e a r 

l e s s l y .
T h e  a u t h o r  c i t e s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  a  

g r o u p  a r r a n g i n g  f o r  a n  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w h e r e  t w o  v e r y  

s i n c e r e l y  d i v e r g e n t  v i e w s  w e r e  

p r e s e n t .  ‘ ‘ T h e  c h a i r m a n  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s e e k i n g  t o  h a v e  o n e  

o r  t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  w i n  b y  

a  m a j o r i t y ,  t h e  g r o u p  w o r k  c o o p 

e r a t i v e l y  i n  o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  m a k e  

t h a t  p l a n  w h i c h  w o u l d  m e e t  t h e  

h o n e s t  f e a r s ,  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  d i v e r 

g e n t  i n t e r e s t s ,  m e e t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  

v i e w p o i n t s ,  a n d  b u i l d  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  

p l a n  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  e m p h a s i s  o f  a l l  

. . . U n d e r  t h i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  a p 

p r o a c h ,  . . . l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e ,  t h i s

b e c a m e  a  c r e a t i v e  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  i n  

r e a l  f e l l o w s h i p . ”

T h e  a u t h o r  h o l d s  t h a t  f e l l o w s h i p  

o u t  o f  w h i c h  s u c h  c r e a t i v e  r e s u l t s  

e m e r g e  i s  a  m o r e  w o r t h  w h i l e  

a c h i e v e m e n t  t h a n  f e l l o w s h i p  a m o n g  

l i k e  m i n d e d  p e o p l e ,  f o r  i t  d e m a n d s  

“ m u t u a l  r e s p e c t , ”  “ a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n ’s  p o i n t  

o f  v i e w , ”  a n d  “ a n  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  a  

w a y  i n  w h i c h  a l l  c a n  j o i n  w h o l e 

h e a r t e d l y . ”  “ P e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

r a c e s ,  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s ,  o f  d i f 

f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  t a k e  

t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  

o t h e r ’s  v i e w p o i n t s  . . . h a v e

a c h i e v e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f e l l o w s h i p . ”  

T h i s  g r o u p  t h i n k i n g  a t  i t s  b e s t  

p a r t a k e s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  w o r s h i p .  

“ A  t r u l y  s p i r i t u a l  a t m o s p h e r e  p e r 

v a d e s  t h e  g r o u p  p r o c e s s , ”  P r o 

f e s s o r  E l l i o t t  b e l i e v e s .  E v e n  a n  

a v o w e d l y  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  m a y  s t a r t  

i t s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  p r a y e r  a n d  t h e  

b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  p r o g r a m  b e  

u t t e r l y  a l i e n  t o  t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  “ N o  

s u c h  d i v o r c e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  w o r 

s h i p  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  

i s  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  t o  b e  c r e a 

t i v e  r e s u l t s , ” — “ t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  

a n d  b e s t  t h e  g r o u p  k n o w s . ”

T h e  m e t h o d  s e t  o u t  i n  t h i s  b o o k  

a n d  i n  a  p a m p h l e t  e n t i t l e d  C r e a t i v e  

D i s c u s s i o n  b y  D r .  A l f r e d  D w i g h t  

S h e f f i e l d  a r e  s u r e l y  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

t h e  n e w  d a y  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  

b e  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e  w o r d s  o f  

’A b d u ’l - B a h a  o n  t h i s  s a m e  s u b 

j e c t  o f  g r o u p  c o n s u l t a t i o n :  “ T h e  

m e m b e r s  . . . m u s t  t a k e  c o u n 

s e l  t o g e t h e r  i n  s u c h  w i s e  t h a t  n o  

o c c a s i o n  f o r  i l l - f e e l i n g  o r  d i s c o r d  

m a y  a r i s e .  T h i s  c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d  

w h e n  e v e r y  m e m b e r  e x p r e s s e t h  

w i t h  a b s o l u t e  f r e e d o m  h i s  o w n  o p 

i n i o n  a n d  s e t t e t h  f o r t h  h i s  a r g u 

m e n t .  S h o u l d  a n y o n e  o p p o s e ,  h e  

m u s t  o n  n o  a c c o u n t  f e e l  h u r t ,  f o r  

n o t  u n t i l  m a t t e r s  a r e  f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d  

c a n  t h e  r i g h t  w a y  b e  r e v e a l e d .  T h e  

s h i n i n g  s p a r k  o f  t r u t h  c o m e t h  f o r t h  

o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  c l a s h  o f  d i f f e r i n g  

o p i n i o n s . ”

“ T h e  h e a v e n  o f  d i v i n e  w i s d o m  i s  i l l u m i n e d  a n d  s h i n i n g  w i t h  t w o  

o r b s — C o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  K i n d n e s s . ” — B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .
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WORLD THOUGHT A N D  PROGRESS

"W o k k  o n  t h e  H a i f a  H a r b o r ,  d e 

s i g n e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  v e s s e l s  o f  

3 0 - f o o t  d r a f t  a n d  g i v e  2 0 0  a c r e s  o f  

a n c h o r a g e ,  h a s  b e e n  s t a r t e d  u n d e r  

B r i t i s h  e n g i n e e r s .  T h e  p r o j e c t  

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 3 3 ,  

w i l l  e m p l o y  2 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s .  I t  c a l l s  

f o r  a  b r e a k w a t e r  8 , 0 0 0  f e e t  l o n g . —  

W a s h i n g t o n  E v e n i n g  S t a r .

F oe t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  t h e  

J o r d a n  h a s  b e e n  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  

D e a d  S e a  r i c h e s  t h a t  o u t d a z z l e  

t h o s e  o f  a  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  d i a m o n d  

m i n e .  T w e l v e  h u n d r e d  b i l l i o n  d o l 

l a r s  ’ w o r t h  o f  p o t a s h ,  b r o m i d e s  a n d  

c h l o r i d e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  

s e a — w e a l t h  e a s i l y  r e c l a i m a b l e  b y  

e v a p o r a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s i m p l e  

m e a n s .  C h e m i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  v i r 

t u a l l y  i g n o r e d  t h e m .  S o m e  i n k l i n g  

o f  t h e  w a t e r y  w e a l t h  r e a c h e d  G e n 

e r a l  A l l e n b y  s o o n  a f t e r  h e  c a p t u r e d  

J e r u s a l e m .  M a j o r  T .  G . T u l l o c h ,  a  

c o m p e t e n t  e n g i n e e r ,  w a s  o r d e r e d  t o  

m a k e  a  c h e m i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  D e a d  

S e a ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  P a l e s t i n e  

w a s  r e v e a l e d  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  E l  
D o r a d o .

N o w  c o m e s  t h e  n e w s  t h a t  t h e  

S e n i o r  C r o w n  A g e n t  f o r  t h e  C o l 

o n i e s  h a s  s i g n e d  a  s e v e n t y - f i v e - y e a r  

c o n c e s s i o n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  P a l e s t i n e  

a n d  T r a n s j o r d a n i a ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n 

c e s s i o n a r i e s  b e i n g  M a j o r  T u l l o c h  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a  R u s s i a n  m i n i n g  e n 

g i n e e r ,  M .  A .  N o v o m e y s k y ,  b o t h  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  c o m p a n y  w h i c h ,  a t  

o n e  t i m e  a t  l e a s t ,  h a d  A m e r i c a n  

t e c h n i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  A t  

l e a s t  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  p o t a s h  m u s t  b e  

a n n u a l l y  e x t r a c t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

e i g h t h  a n d  t e n t h  y e a r s  o f  e x p l o i t a 

t i o n ,  a n d  5 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  t h e r e a f t e r .

R a i l w a y s  m u s t  b e  b u i l t  p a r t l y  t o  

r e a c h  H a i f a  a n d  J a f f a ,  t h e  o n l y  

p o r t s ,  a n d  p a r t l y  t o  a v o i d  p a y m e n t  

o f  h e a v y  t o l l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S u e z  

C a n a l .  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  p l a n t s  

m u s t  a l s o  b e  e r e c t e d  t o  s u p p l y  e n 

e r g y  f o r  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  r a i l r o a d s .

T h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  

c a r e f u l l y  s a f e g u a r d e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  D e a d  

S e a  l i e s .  T h e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  m u s t  

s h a r e  h i s  p r o f i t s ,  p a y  r o y a l t i e s  a n d  

c o n t e n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a  m o n o p o l y  

l i m i t e d  i n  t i m e  a n d  t o  d i s s o l v e d  

c h e m i c a l  s a l t s .  F e a r f u l  l e s t  P a l 

e s t i n e  a n d  T r a n s j o r d a n i a  b e  s t r i p 

p e d  o f  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  w e a l t h ,  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Z i o n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

l o n g  a g o  u r g e d  t h e i r  c l a i m s  t o  

s c h o o l s ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  

a r i d  l a n d s  b y  i r r i g a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  r e p 

r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t 

o r s  o f  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  c o m p a n y .  

I f  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  c l a i m s  a r e  

h e e d e d ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  

h a r d l y  p r o g r e s s e d  s i n c e  b i b l i c a l  

t i m e s  m a y  f l o u r i s h  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e .  

— N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s .

“ A l l  o f  u s  w h o  w o r k  f o r  w o r l d  

p e a c e  g l a d l y  w e l c o m e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

s u c h  a s  y o u r s ,  [ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i 

v e r s i t y  C l u b ] ,  w h i c h  a i m  a t  f o s t e r 

i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p ,  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  b r e a d t h  o f  v i e w  

a m o n g  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .  I  

d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d 

e n t s  a s  a  b o d y  a r e  f u l l y  a l i v e  t o  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  p l a y  

i n  b r i n g i n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  i n t o  c l o s e r  

s y m p a t h y .

‘ ‘ T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v a n t a g e s  

y o u  e n j o y ,  y o u r  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i 

t i e s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  s t u d i e s  a n d  p e r 



1 2 8 THE BAHÂ’Î MAGAZINE

s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  o n  t l i e  c a m p u s ,  t o  

r e a l i z e  t h e  k i n s h i p  o f  a l l  r a c e s ,  i m 

p o s e s  u p o n  y o u ,  a s  u n i v e r s i t y  m e n  

a n d  w o m e n ,  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  g r e a t 

e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  

u n i t y  t h a t  k i n s h i p  i m p l i e s . ” — S i r  

E s m e  H o w a r d ,  B r i t i s h  A m b a s s a 

d o r  i n  “ O r i o c ” — W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .

A s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y ,  I  

r e c e i v e  m a n y  l e t t e r s  e v e r y  y e a r  

f r o m  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e  s o r t  o f  i m p a c t  t h e  l i f e  a n d  

w o r k  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a r e  m a k i n g  

u p o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  c o n d u c t  o f  

t h e i r  s o n s  o r  d a u g h t e r s ................................

A  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  Y .  M .  C . A .  l i s t s  n i n e  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  m a r k  m o d e r n  s t u d e n t  

l i f e .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  m y  o w n  e x 

p e r i e n c e  w i t h  a  s t u d e n t  b o d y  o f  

a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0 , 1  s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  

n i n e  f a c t o r s  g i v e  a  d e c e n t l y  a c c u 

r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  

b o t h  h o m e  a n d  c o l l e g e  f a c e  i n  t h e  

e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p 

m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t .

I  l i s t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  h e r e  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

p a r e n t s  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  

m a y  r e a d  t h i s  c o l u m n .

“ 1 .  G r o w t h  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  a n d  

t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  c o l l e g e  s p i r i t .  

N o  l o n g e r  i s  a n y  c a m p u s - w i d e  s t u d 

e n t  a c t i v i t y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e c e i v 

i n g  g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t .
“ 2 .  G e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n .  

I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  s e l d o m ,  e x c e p t  

i n  t i m e  o f  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  v i t a l i t y ,  

h a s  t h e r e  b e e n  g r e a t e r  g e n e r a l  i n 

t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  a m o n g  c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  t h a n  t o d a y .

“ 3 .  I n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  a s  ‘ p h i l o 

s o p h y ’ a n d  ‘ e x p e r i e n c e , ”  n o t  a s  

‘ c h a l l e n g e . ’ S t u d e n t s  a r e  a p p r o a c h 

i n g  r e l i g i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  m i n d s  

a n d  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  b u t  n o t  t h r o u g h  

t h e i r  w i l l .  T h e  a t t r a c t i v e  w o r d s  

a r e  ‘ i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , ”  ‘ e x p l a n a t i o n , ’ 

‘ s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n , ’ ‘ u n i t y ; ’ b u t  n o t  

‘ d u t y , ’ ‘ o b e d i e n c e , ’ ‘ c o n s c i e n c e , ’ o r  

‘ s a c r i f i c e . ’

“ 4 .  R e v i v a l  o f  w o r s h i p .  A  p a r 

t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  c u r 

r e n t  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  r e a w a k e n i n g  o f  

s p i r i t  o f  d e v o t i o n .

“ 5 .  I m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  e c c l e s i a s t i c -  

i s m  i n  a l l  f o r m s .

“ 6 .  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  

s u c h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

“ 7 .  R e l a t i v i t y  o f  m o r a l  s t a n d 

a r d s :  c o n f u s i o n  i n  l i f e  p h i l o s o p h y .

“ 8 .  A  s p i r i t  o f  r e l e n t l e s s  r e a l i s m .

“ 9 .  A  s e a r c h  f o r  a  f u l l e r  e x p e r 

i e n c e  o f  l i f e .  T h e r e  i s  p r e s e n t  t o 

d a y  a  s t r a n g e l y  u n s a t i s f i e d  h a n k e r 

i n g  a f t e r  s o m e  d e e p e r  a n d  s t e a d i e r  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i f e  w h i c h  i t  i s  b e 

l i e v e d  r e l i g i o n  m a y  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  

p r o v i d e . ” — G l e n n  F r a n k ,  P r e s i d e n t  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  i n  t h e  

J a p a n  “ A d v e r t i s e r ”  T o k y o .

I n  1 9 3 0  it  i s  h o p e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  

P a n - P a c i f i c  F l o a t i n g  U n i v e r s i t y .  

. . . T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p l a n s  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  o n e  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

t o  l i v e  a n d  t r a v e l  o n  a  c h a r t e r e d  

v e s s e l ,  t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  v i s i t  e a c h  

P a c i f i c  c o u n t r y  t o  s p e n d  a  m o n t h  o r  

m o r e  a s  s t u d e n t s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  u n 

i v e r s i t i e s .  . . .  I f  t h e  F l o a t i n g  U n i 

v e r s i t y  i s  t o  b e c o m e  a  l a b o r a t o r y  

f o r  w o r l d - w i d e  t o p i c s  f o r  t h e  s t u d 

e n t s ,  i t  m u s t  a l s o  b e c o m e  a  l a b o r 

a t o r y  f o r  w o r l d - w i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y .  W e  m u s t  

c r e a t e  a  n e w  t e c h n i q u e ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  

s t u d y  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t e a c h 

i n g . — P a n - P a c i f i c  Y o u t h .
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THE UNITING POWER
“ P r a i s e  b e  t o  G -o d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i n e  C a u s e  i n  t h i s  B a h a ’i  

d i s p e n s a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  a b s o l u t e  l o v e  a n d  o f  p u r e  s p i r i t u 
a l i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  o f  t h i s  k i n g d o m  t h e  e a r t h ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t  w a r  a n d  
d i s t r e s s ,  n o r  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  o n e  p e o p l e  b y  a n o t h e r .  I t s  
a r m y  i s  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ; i t s  v i c t o r y  i s  t h e  e c s t a s y  o f  t h e  k n o w l 
e d g e  o f  G o d ;  i t s  b a t t l e  i s  t h a t  o f  T r u t h — t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  W o r d ;  i t s  w a r f a r e  i s  a g a i n s t  s e l f i s h n e s s ;  i t s  p a t i e n c e  i s  
i t s  r e s e r v e ; i t s  e n t i r e  m e e k n e s s  i s  i t s  c o n q u e r i n g  p o w e r ; a n d  
i t s  l o v e  f o r  a l l  i s  a  g l o r y  f o r e v e r m o r e .  I n  a  w o r d  i t  i s  a  s p i r i t  
a n d  i t  i s  l o v e .  ’ ’

“ I t  i s  f o r  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  h o w  w e  m a y  e d u c a t e  m e n  t h a t  
t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  h e e d l e s s n e s s  m a y  d i s a p p e a r  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  r a d i a n c e  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  m a y  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  
w o r l d ; t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  m e n  m a y  b e  d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  s e l f i s h  
a m b i t i o n  a n d  s t r i f e ,  a n d  b e  r e v i v i f i e d  b y  t h e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  
G o d ;  t h a t  a n i m o s i t y  a n d  h a t r e d  m a y  b e  d i s p e r s e d  a n d  w h o l l y  
d i s a p p e a r .  W h i l e  t h e  a t t r a c t i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d  s o  
c o m p l e t e l y  u n i t e s  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n  t h a t  a l l  h e a r t s  b e a t  a s  a  
s i n g l e  h e a r t ;  t h a t  t h e  a r t e r i e s  o f  a l l  m a n k i n d  m a y  p u l s a t e  
w i t h  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ;  t h a t  c o n t e n t i o n  a n d  w a r  m a y  u t t e r l y  
p a s s  a w a y ,  w h i l e  p e a c e  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  l i f t  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  
i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  e a r t h . ”

“ B a h â ’u ’l l â h  m a d e  t h e  u t m o s t  e f f o r t  t o  e d u c a t e  ( H i s  
p e o p l e )  a n d  i n c i t e  t h e m  t o  m o r a l i t y ,  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s c i e n c e s  a n d  a r t s  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  k i n d l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  p e o p l e s ,  
s o c i a b i l i t y ,  c o n c o r d ,  o b e d i e n c e ,  c o u r t e s y ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ,  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  n e e d f u l  f o r  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ,  
a n d  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t r u e  h a p p i n e s s  f o r  m a n k i n d . ”

“ T h e  e x i s t e n t  w o r l d  n e e d s  a  u n i t i n g  p o w e r  t o  c o n n e c t
n a t i o n s .  T h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  u n i t i n g  p o w e r s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ...............
A l l  t h e s e  u n i t i n g  p o w e r s  a r e  i n e f f e c t i v e  a n d  p e r i s h a b l e .  T h e  
o n l y  u n i t i n g  p o w e r  w h i c h  c a n  c o n n e c t  a l l  h e a r t s  a n d  l a s t  f o r 
e v e r  i s  f a i t h  i n  G o d  a n d  l o v e  f o r  H i m .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  e n d u r 
i n g  p o w e r ,  t h e  o n e  t h a t  n e v e r  p e r i s h e s .  ’ ’

“ I t  i s  G o d ’s  W i l l  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s  
s h o u l d  d i s a p p e a r .  T h o s e  w h o  h e l p  t h e  c a u s e  o f  u n i t y ,  a r e  
d o i n g  G o d ’s  w o r k .  H n i t y  i s  t h e  D i v i n e  B o u n t y  f o r  t h i s  b r i l 
l i a n t  c e n t u r y . ”

’A b d u ’l -B a h a .
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“ D i s c o v e r  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  s t r i v e  

t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e  m e t h o d s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  m e a n s  o f  l i f e ,  o f  w e l l 

b e i n g ,  o f  n o b l e - m i n d e d n e s s  a n d  g l o r y  a r e  a t t a i n e d  a m o n g  t h e  

n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d “ — ■’A b d u ’ l - B a h a .

T h e  K ingdom  of G od l i a s  a  d u e l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n — o n e  o u t e r  a n d  m a 

t e r i a l ,  o n e  i n n e r  a n d  s p i r i t u a l ;  o n e  

o n  t h e  p l a n e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l ,  a n d  

o n e  o n  t h e  p l a n e  o f  R e a l i t y .

P h e n o m e n a l l y ,  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  m e a n s  t h e  e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  u p o n  e a r t h  o f  a  p e r f e c t  

a n d  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  b o t h  t h e  m e s s a g e  a n d  

m i s s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  a n d  

M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  G o d .  T h e i r  c a l l  

t o  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  t o  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  b e 

c o m i n g  e f f e c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  w a s  

t o  c u l m i n a t e  i n  a  m o r e  p e r f e c t  c i v i l 

i z a t i o n - — o n e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

q u a l i t i e s  s h o u l d  d o m i n a t e .

I f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e 

b o r n  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r  t h e  K i n g d o m  

o f  H e a v e n ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e ,  f o r  t h e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  e n d ,  m u s t  

h u m a n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e  b e  r e b o r n !

I n  m a n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  n a t u r e s  

s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  p r e d o m i n a n c e — t h e  

c a r n a l  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l .  N o t  u n t i l  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  o f  m a n  b e c o m e s  

v i c t o r i o u s  a n d  s u c c e e d s  i n  r u l i n g  

o v e r  t h e  c a r n a l ,  d o e s  m a n  a t t a i n  t o  

t h e  p l a n e  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  a n d  b e 

g i n  t o  e x p r e s s  i n  h i s  a c t i o n s  t h e  

d i v i n e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  h u m i l i t y ,  s e r v i c e ,  

m a g n a n i m i t y ,  l o v e ,  a n d  u n i t y .

A n d  s o  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  

w h o l e .  N o t  u n t i l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  c o m 

p o n e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y  a r e  n u m e r o u s  

a n d  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  r u l e  o v e r  

t h e  u n s p i r i t u a l  c o m p o n e n t s ,  w i l l  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  b e c o m e  b e n i g n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  p r e d a t o r y ,  s e r v i c e a b l e  r a t h e r  

t h a n  e x p l o i t i v e ,  h a r m o n i o u s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t o r n  w i t h  d i s s e n s i o n ,  a n d  

p e a c e f u l  r a t h e r  t h a n  e n g a g e d  i n  

r a c i a l l y  s u i c i d a l  w a r s  w h i c h  a l w a y s ,  

i n  t h e  u l t i m a t e ,  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

s e l f i s h  a g g r e s s i o n .

C e r t a i n l y  s o c i e t y  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e 

b o r n .  P e r h a p s  i t  i s  t r u e ,  a s  t h e  a l 

l e g o r y  o f  A d a m  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  s u g 

g e s t ,  t h a t  i n  s o m e  d i s t a n t  p e r i o d  o f  

t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  f e l l  f r o m  

i t s  h i g h  e s t a t e  a s  s o n s  o f  G o d ,  

d e g e n e r a t i n g  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  L u c i 

f e r  a n  p r i d e ,  o f  c a r n a l i t y ,  a n d  d i s 

o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  D i v i n e  C o m m a n d s  

-— i n  w h i c h  s t a t e  t h e  r a c e  h a s  p e r 

s e v e r e d  u n t i l  t o d a y — t h e  a n i m a l  

q u a l i t i e s  i n  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e  f a r  

o u t w e i g h i n g  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s .

P e r h a p s  i n  o t h e r  c e l e s t i a l  b o d i e s  

w h i c h  a r e  h a b i t a t s  o f  l i f e ,  m o r e  p e r 

f e c t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  e x i s t .  I n d e e d ,  o n e  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  E a r t h - s o 

c i e t y  i s  n o t  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  t h a t  L i f e
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h a s  s u c c e e d e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  e x p r e s s 

i n g  i t s e l f  i n  h i g h e r  t e r m s .

W h e t h e r  t h i s  h e  s o  o r  n o t ,  i t  i s  

e v i d e n t l y  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  o u r  a s  y e t  

o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  e v o l v e d  E a r t h - s o 

c i e t y  t o  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

s p i r i t u a l  p e r f e c t i o n ,  u n t i l  a s  t h e  

w e l l  k n o w n  p r o p h e c y  i n d i c a t e s ,  

“ t h e  k n o w l e d g e  ( i m p l y i n g  a l s o  

o b e d i e n c e )  o f  G o d ,  c o v e r s  t h e  e a r t h  

a s  t h e  w a t e r s  c o v e r  t h e  s e a . ”

I t  w a s  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  o f  h u 

m a n i t y ,  t h i s  d i v i n e  r u l e ,  w h i c h  c a m e  

t o  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  v i s i o n s  a n d  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  H e b r e w  p r o p h e t s  

a s  t h e  M e s s i a n i c  H o p e .  T h e r e  

w o u l d  c o m e  o n e  d a y  a  d i v i n e  M e s 

s e n g e r  w h o  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  u p o n  e a r t h .

T h e n  c a m e  O n e  W h o  p r e a c h e d  

t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  u p o n  e a r t h ,  

b e q u e a t h i n g  h u m a n i t y  t h i s  o n e  a n d  

o n l y  p r a y e r —  ‘ T h y  K i n g d o m  c o m e ,  

T h y  w i l l  b e  d o n e  o n  e a r t h ,  a s  i t  i s  i n  

H e a v e n .  ’ ’

I t  h a s  t a k e n  t w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  

o f  c o n s t a n t  d a i l y  C h r i s t i a n  p r a y e r  

a n d  a s p i r a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e n  t o  b r i n g  

t h e  w o r l d  t o  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  r e a l l y  

w a n t s  t o  s t o p  w a r ;  w a n t s  t o  e l i 

m i n a t e  s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  

f r o m  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ; w a n t s  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  u p o n  e a r t h  a  m o r e  p e r 

f e c t  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

T h e r e  s e e m s  t o d a y  t o  b e  a  g e n 

e r a l  a n d  r e m a r k a b l e  w o r l d  c o n 

s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  h i g h e r  

a n d  k i n d l i e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  E v e n  

t h o s e  w h o  f a i l  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  

i d e a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

D i v i n e  R u l e ,  c r a v e  i t  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  

h e a r t s .

A t  s u c h  a  p r o p i t i o u s  e p o c h  ( o r  a s  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  i t )  c o m e s  a g a i n  t o  h u 

m a n i t y  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  M e s s e n g e r ,  

t h i s  t i m e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  G f r e a t  P l a n  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  i d e a l  

d i v i n e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  c o n 

s t r u c t e d .

I n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  l a w s  o f  

B a h a ’u ’l l a h  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  a l l  t h e  

e l e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  

h u m a n i t y .  G - r e a t  s c h o l a r s  l o o k i n g  

o p e n - m i n d e d l y  i n t o  t h e  n o b l e  a r c h i 

t e c t u r a l  p l a n  o f  B a h a ’u ’l l a h ,  f i n d  

n o t h i n g  t o  b e  a d d e d ,  n o t h i n g  t o  b e  

o m i t t e d .  U p o n  t h i s  S t r u c t u r e ,  h u 

m a n i t y  c a n  i n d e e d ,  i f  i t  s o  d e s i r e s ,  

e r e c t  t h e  p e r f e c t  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

I t  i s  i n s p i r i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n  

t h e  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  A r c h e t y p a l  

W o r l d  t h i s  d i v i n e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a l 

r e a d y  e x i s t s .  S o m e w h e r e  i t s  

g o l d e n  p i n n a c l e s  c a t c h  t h e  g l i n t  o f  

a  w o n d r o u s  S u n ;  S o m e w h e r e  t h e  

p e r f e c t  p a t t e r n  i s  s p r e a d  o u t ,  f o r  

h u m a n  e y e s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  m y s t i c  

v i s i o n  t o  b e h o l d  a n d  r e p r o d u c e .

T h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  n o t  i n t r i c a t e ,  

t h o u g h  i t  i s  s u p r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t .  I t  

i s ,  a s  C h r i s t  t o l d  u s ,  s i m p l y  a  m a t 

t e r  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  u p o n  e a r t h  a  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  w h i c h ,  a s  i n  t h e  d i 

v i n e  w o r l d s ,  G o d ’s  w i l l  s h o u l d  b e  

d o n e .

N o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a i m  

a n d  g o a l  o f  t h e  B a h a ’i s .  I t  i s  t h i s  

g o a l  w h i c h  w i l l  i n  t i m e  u n i t e  t h e  

h e a r t s  a n d  e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  t h e  w o r l d .  

I t  i s  a  g o a l  w o r t h  w o r k i n g  f o r  a n d  

w o r t h  s a c r i f i c i n g  f o r .  I t s  e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  w i l l  m e a n  t h e  s u p r e m e  

h a p p i n e s s  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  m a n 

k i n d .

“ U n l e s s  t h e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  n a t i o n  i s  e d u c a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  

t r a i n s  a n d  i t s  t a l e n t s ,  c i v i l i s a t i o n  h a s  n o  s u r e  b a s i s . ” — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â .
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W HENCE COMES THE LIGHT
C H A P T E R  I V .  W h o  a r e  t h e  P r o p h e t s f  

L o u l i e  A .  M a t h e w s

W h a t  i s  t r u t h ! *

“  T r u t h  i s  t h e  r e v e a l e d  W o r d  o f  

G o d  . ’ ’ — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h d .

W h a t  i s  r e l i g i o n ! 1

“ R e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d  i n  

t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  

s e r v i c e .  ’ ’ — ’  A d d u ’ l - B a h a .

D o  T H E  F O U N D E R S  O F  T H E  G R E A T

R E L I G I O N S  D I F F E R . ^

“ A l l  t h e  g r e a t  P r o p h e t s  h a v e  

s e r v e d  t h e  s e l f s a m e  f o u n d a t i o n .  

T h e y  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e  s a m e  R e a l i t y .  

H e n c e ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  

t h e  P r o p h e t s  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  a n d  t h e  

s a m e .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  

o f  t h e  b o d y  p o l i t i c .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  t h e  h o n o r  o f  m a n k i n d .  T h e y  

w e r e  t h e  D i v i n e  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  o f  

m a n ,  w h o s e  f o u n d a t i o n  i s  o n e .  F o r  

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l i 

g i o n  o f  G o d  t h e r e  i s  n o  c h a n g e  n o r  

v a r i a t i o n .  ” — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h d .

W h o  w a s  J e s u s  f

“ J e s u s  w a s  a  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

G o d .  E v e r y t h i n g  o f  H i m  p e r t a i n e d  

t o  G o d .  T o  k n o w  H i m  w a s  t o  k n o w  

G o d .  T o  l o v e  H i m  w a s  t o  l o v e  G o d .  

T o  o b e y  H i m  w a s  t o  o b e y  G o d .  H e  

w a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  d i v i n e  q u a l i 

t i e s .  I n  t h i s  M i r r o r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

S u n  o f  R e a l i t y  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  t o  t h e  

w o r l d .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  M i r r o r  t h e  

E n e r g y  o f  G o d  w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  

t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  w h o l e  d i s c  o f  t h e  

S u n  o f  R e a l i t y  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

H i m . ” — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h d . ( F r o m

R o t e s  t a k e n  b y  M r .  M o u n t f o r t  

M i l l s  i n  H a i f a . )

H o w  d o  t h e  B a h a ' i  R e v e l a t o r s  

s p e a k  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  B a h a ’ -  

u ' l l a h ?

“ T h e  B e y a n  i s  t o d a y  i n  t h e  s t a g e  

o f  s e e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  d a y  o f  ‘ H i m  

w h o m  G o d  s h a l l  m a n i f e s t ’ ( B a h a 

’u ’l l a h )  i t  w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  d e g r e e  

o f  f r u i t i o n .  T h e  B ab .
“ B a h a ’u ’l l a h  i s  t h e  p r o m i s e d  

o n e  w h o  h a s  c o m e  i n  t h e  N a m e  o f  

G o d .  V e r i l y ,  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  i s  t h e  

s t o r e d  t r e a s u r e ,  t h e  h i d d e n  m y s t e r y .  

. . . H e  h a s  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r s ,  t h e  

m i n d s  a n d  s o u l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  k e y  o f  

H i s  S u p r e m e  P e n . ” — ’A b d u ’l-B ahd.
“ Y e s ,  m y  L o r d  h a s  c o n f e r r e d  a n  

o r d e r  u p o n  m e  a n d  m a d e  m e  o n e  o f  

H i s  M e s s e n g e r s .  . . . T h e  m o s t  

g l o r i o u s  B e l l  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  

T e m p l e  a n d  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  t h e  w i l l  

o f  y o u r  L o r d  a r e  r i n g i n g  i t  f r o m  

t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  e t e r n i t y .  . . .  I f  

y o u  t u r n  t o w a r d  c r e a t i o n  w i t h  a  

s p i r i t u a l  e a r ,  y o u  w i l l  h e a r :  ‘ T h e  

E t e r n a l  h a s  a r r i v e d  i n  s u p r e m e  

g l o r y ! ’ A l l  t h i n g s  p r a i s e  G o d  i n  

g r a t i t u d e .  G o d  h a s  s e n t  O n e  f o r 

t i f i e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  t o  s h o w  

y o u  t h e  l i g h t  w h i c h  w a s  s h i n i n g  

f r o m  t h e  h o r i z o n  o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  y o u r  

L o r d ,  t h e  S u p r e m e ,  t h e  G l o r i o u s . ”  

— B a h a ’u ’llah.

A r e  t h e  P r o p h e t s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  

t h e  C r e a t o r ! *

N o .  “ G o d  s i n g l y  a n d  a l o n e  

a b i d e t h  i n  H i s  O w n  P l a c e ,  w h i c h  i s  

h o l y  a b o v e  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e ,  m e n 

t i o n  a n d  u t t e r a n c e ,  s i g n ,  d e s c r i p 

t i o n  a n d  d e f i n i t i o n ,  h e i g h t  a n d
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d e p t h ,  a n d ,  n o n e  k n o w  H i m  s a v e  

w h o s o e v e r  h a t h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  H i s  

B o o k ”  ( m e a n i n g  t h e  P r o p h e t s  

a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g ) . — B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

H o e s  r e a s o n  s u s t a i n  t h e  b e l i e f

T H A T  T H E  C r E A T O B  D E S C E N D S  T O

E A R T H  ?

N o .  T h e  C r e a t o r  m a y  n o t  b e c o m e  

t h e  c r e a t e d ;  t h e  I n f i n i t e ,  f i n i t e ,  n o r  

t h e  g r e a t e r  e v e r  b e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  

t h e  l e s s e r .  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  s a y s :  “ H e  

i s  p u r i f i e d  f r o m  b e i n g  c o m p r e h e n d 

e d  b y  m e n  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  i s  

e x a l t e d  a b o v e  t h e  k n o w i n g  o f  m e n  

o f  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  r o a d  i s  b a r r e d ,  

a n d  s e a r c h  t h e r e o f  i s  r e j e c t e d . ”  

O u r  o n l y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I n 

f i n i t e  D e i t y  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  P r o p h 

e t s  W h o s e  s o u l s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

p u r e  t o  r e f l e c t  T r u t h  a n d  t r a n s m i t  

i t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c a p a c i t y  a n d  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

D o  t h e  P r o p h e t s  d i f f e r  p h y s i c a l l y

F R O M  O T H E R  M E N ?

Y e s .  A  P r o p h e t ’s  e n t i t y  i s  i n  

c o m p l e t e  h a r m o n y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  

l a w  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  

p u r e s t  e l e m e n t s  a r e  d r a w n  t o 

g e t h e r  i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  m a n .  B a h a 

’u ’l l a h  p o e t i c a l l y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s u b 

s t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  a s  “ t h e  d i a 

m o n d ,  t h e  r o s e  a n d  t h e  n i g h t i n 

g a l e . ”

W h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a  P r o p h e t

F R O M  A  W I S E  A N D  H O L Y  M A N ?

T h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a  P r o p h e t  i s  

i n n a t e — H e  t e a c h e s  m a n ,  i s  n o t  

t a u g h t  b y  h i m .  T h e  P r o p h e t  a p 

p e a r s  a t  a  t i m e  p r o p h e s i e d  b y  p r e v 

i o u s  M e s s e n g e r s  a n d  H i s  c o m i n g  

f u l f i l l s  t h e  p r o m i s e s  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .  

H e  i s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  a  H e r a l d  a n d  

f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  I n t e r p r e t e r .  

T h o u g h  o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  e v e n  r o y a l

l i n e a g e  H e  n e v e r  o c c u p i e s  a n  e x a l t 

e d  s t a t i o n  n o r  e x e r c i s e s  w o r l d l y  

p o w e r .  T h e  M e s s e n g e r s  o f  G rod  

s u f f e r  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

a n d  e v e n  d e a t h .  T h e  P r o p h e t ’ s  

t o n g u e  i s  t h e  s w o r d  w i t h  w h i c h  H e  

p r o c l a i m s  t r u t h  a n d  s e p a r a t e s  g o o d  

f r o m  e v i l ,  b r i n g i n g  t o  e a r t h  a  c r e a 

t i v e  p o w e r  w h i c h  a w a k e n s  a  n e w  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I n  t h e  d a y  o f  a  

P r o p h e t  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  c r u m b l e s ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  g r e a t  c o n f u s i o n ,  w h i l e  

f o l l o w i n g  H i s  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  e a r t h  

d a w n s  a  n e w  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

W h e n  d o e s  a  P r o p h e t  c o m e ?

A  P r o p h e t  a p p e a r s  a b o u t  o n c e  i n  

a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  H e  b e c o m e s  t h e  

p i v o t a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e a 

s o n s .  T h e  a d v e n t  o f  a  P r o p h e t  i s  

t h e  s p r i n g t i m e ;  H i s  t e a c h i n g ,  t h e  

s u m m e r ;  w h e n  t h e  d i v i n e  p r e c e p t s  

p e n e t r a t e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  H i s  f o l l o w 

e r s ,  t h e  h a r v e s t ;  a t  l e n g t h  c o m e s  

t h e  w i n t e r  w h e n  r e l i g i o n  i s  h a n d e d  

d o w n  a n d  a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  q u e s 

t i o n  a n d  w i t h o u t  e c s t a c y .

M e n t a l  c o n c e p t s  o b s c u r e  t h e  l o v e  

o f  G fo d . M i n d s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  c o n 

s t r u c t  d o g m a ;  f o r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n 

i e s  c r e e p  i n  a n d  b e c o m e  o v e r w e e n 

i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t .  B e l i e f  i s  n o  l o n g 

e r  f l u i d ,  s p o n t a n e o u s — i t  b e c o m e s  

i n f l e x i b l e  l i k e  t h e  i c e  o f  w i n t e r .  T h e  

c o l d  w i n d s  o f  d i s p u t e  b l o w  o v e r  t h e  

l a n d  a n d  t h e  t r u e  s e e k e r  k n o w s  n o t  

w h e r e  t o  t u r n  f o r  g u i d a n c e .

I n  s u c h  a  d a r k  h o u r  c o m e s  t h e  

I l l u m i n e d  O n e ;  b o r n  u n d e r  t h e  

l a w s  o f  n a t u r e ;  a r i s i n g  f r o m  a  d e 

s p i s e d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  r e m o t e  E a s t .  

H e  w a l k s  a m o n g  m e n  b r i n g i n g  t h e  

s p r i n g t i m e  a n d  w h e r e  H e  s t e p s  t h e  

e a r t h  b l o s s o m s .  T h e  W o r d  i s  m a d e  

f l e s h  a n d  d w e l l s  a m o n g s t  u s .  T h e  

N e w  L i g h t  c r e a t i n g  a  h i g h e r  v i 

b r a t i o n  c r u m b l e s  b a r r i e r s  a n d  t r a d i -
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t i o n s .  B u t  s e e i n g  e y e s  g l i m p s e  t h e  

v i s i o n  o f  a  n e w  d a y .

“ A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  M o r n  o f  

K n o w l e d g e  h a t h  d a w n e d ,  a n d  t h e  

l a m p s  o f  t r a v e l i n g  a n d  w a y f a r i n g  

a r e  p u t  o u t . ” — T h e  S e v e n  V a l 

l e y s  :— B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

I s  T H E  S T A T I O N  O E  T H E  P R O P H E T  A

S I N G L E  O N E ?

N o .. “  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  s t a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  S u n s  r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  D a y 

s p r i n g  o f  D i v i n i t y . ”  ( B a h a ’u ’l l a h ) .  

I n  o n e  s t a t i o n  t h e  P r o p h e t  s p e a k s  

o r  w r i t e s  a s  a  m a n  c h a r g e d  b y  B o d  

w i t h  a  m e s s a g e ,  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  g i v 

i n g  t h e  d i r e c t  D i v i n e  u t t e r a n c e .  

H i s  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  

c h o s e n  b y  B o d .  I t  i s  n o t  o f  H i s  

o w n  w i l l  t h a t  H e  a s s u m e s  h a r d 

s h i p  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A s  J e s u s  s a i d ,  

“ F a t h e r ,  i f  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  l e t  t h i s  

c u p  p a s s  f r o m  m e ” — s o  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  

s a i d ,  “ H a d  a n o t h e r  b e e n  f o u n d ,  w e  

w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  m a d e  o u r s e l f  a n  

o b j e c t  o f  c e n s u r e ,  d e r i s i o n  a n d  c a l 

u m n i e s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . ”  

B u t  t h e  d i v i n e  c a l l  i s  c l e a r  a n d  i m 

p e r a t i v e  a n d  B o d ’s  w i l l  i s  s u b 

s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  h u m a n  w i l l .  T h e  

M e s s e n g e r  a c c e p t s  i t  w i t h  r a d i a n t  

a c q u i e s c e n c e .

T h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  a  

P r o p h e t  i s  u t t e r  h u m i l i t y  a n d  l o w l y  

s e r v i c e  t o  m a n k i n d ,  e v i n c e d  b y  

J e s u s  i n  w a s h i n g  t h e  f e e t  o f  H i s  

d i s c i p l e s ,  a n d  b y  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  i n  b e 

c o m i n g  a  s e r v a n t  t o  H i s  s e r v a n t s ,  

d i v i d i n g  a m o n g  t h e m  H i s  p o r t i o n  o f  

b r e a d  a n d  t a k i n g  f o r  H i m s e l f  

‘ ‘ d i v i n e  n o u r i s h m e n t  ’ ’— h u n g e r .

W h e n  s p e a k i n g  a s  a  d i v i n e  b e i n g  

t h e  P r o p h e t  t u r n s  t h e  m i r r o r  o f  

H i s  m i n d  t o  B o d  a n d  r e f l e c t s  B o d ’s  

w i l l .  S p e a k i n g  f r o m  t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  

w h e n  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  H e  w a s  C h r i s t ,

t h e  S o n  o f  B o d ,  J e s u s  a n s w e r e d ,  

‘ 1 T h o u  h a s t  s a i d .  ’ ’ A n d  B a h a  ’u  ’l l a h  

w r i t e s :  “ N a u g h t  i s  s e e n  i n  m y  

t e m p l e  b u t  t h e  T e m p l e  o f  B o d ,  i n  

m y  b e a u t y  b u t  H i s  B e a u t y ,  i n  m y  

b e i n g  b u t  H i s  B e i n g ,  a n d  i n  m y s e l f  

b u t  H i m s e l f . ”

W h a t  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r l d  s y m 

b o l i z e s  T H E  S U C C E S S I O N  O E  B o d ’ s  

M e s s e n g e r s  ?

T h e  S u n .  “ F o r  i f  t h e  s u n  o f  

t o d a y  s a y s ,  “ I  a m  t h e  s u n  o f  y e s 

t e r d a y , ”  i t  i s  t r u e ;  a n d  y e t  i f ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  d a i l y  s e q u e n c e ,  i t  

s a y s ,  “ I  a m  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s u n  o f  

y e s t e r d a y , ”  t h i s  i s  a l s o  t r u e .  L i k e 

w i s e  t h e  d a y s : I f  i t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  

t h e  d a y s  a r e  t h e  s a m e ,  i t  i s  t r u e ; 

a n d  i f  i t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

n a m e  a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n  t h e y  d i f f e r  

f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e  a s  

t h o u  s e e s t .  F o r  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  

t h e  s a m e ,  y e t  i n  e a c h  t h e r e  i s  a  

n a m e ,  q u a l i t y  a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n  

w h i c h  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r . ”  

— “ I q a n : ” B a h d ’u ’lldh.

A r e  m i r a c l e s  a  p r o o f  o f  P r o p h e t -  

h o o d ?

M i r a c l e s  a r e  c o n v i n c i n g  o n l y  t o  

t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  a  P r o p h e t .  T h e  

B u d d h i s t s  a r e  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  b y  t h e  

m i r a c l e s  o f  M o s e s ,  n o r  t h e  M u h a m 

m a d a n s  b y  t h e  m i r a c l e s  o f  J e s u s .  

C h r i s t ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  m i r a c l e s  w i t h  

H i s  d i s c i p l e s  s a i d :  “ B r e a t e r

t h i n g s  s h a l l  y e  d o , ”  s h o w i n g  t h a t  

t h e  h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  l a w s  c o u l d  b e  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  a c t i o n  b y  m e n  o f  

f a i t h .

I s  o n e  P r o p h e t  g r e a t e r  t h a n

A N O T H E R ?

“ A l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  a r e  L i g h t s ,  

t h e y  o n l y  d i f f e r  i n  d e g r e e ; t h e y  

s h i n e  l i k e  b r i l l i a n t  h e a v e n l y  b o d i e s ,
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e a c h  h a s  h i s  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  a n d  

t i m e  o f  a s c e n s i o n .  S o m e  a r e  l i k e  

l a m p s ,  s o m e  l i k e  t h e  m o o n ,  s o m e  

l i k e  d i s t a n t  s t a r s ,  a n d  a  f e w  a r e  

l i k e  t h e  s u n ,  s h i n i n g  f r o m  o n e  e n d  

o f  t h e  e a r t h  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  R e l i g i o n s  

a r e  l i k e  t h e  b r a n c h e s  o f  o n e  T r e e .  

O n e  b r a n c h  i s  h i g h ,  o n e  i s  l o w  a n d  

o n e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e ,  y e t  a l l  d r a w  t h e i r  

l i f e  f r o m  o n e  s t e m . ” — ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h d .

A b e  M b s s e n g e b s  o e  G - o d  s t i l l

HEEDED!

“ T h e  J e w s  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  J e s u s  

t h o u g h t  A b r a h a m  a n d  M o s e s  w e r e  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e m  a n d  t u r n e d  a w a y  

f r o m  C h r i s t ,  r e g a r d i n g  H i s  t e a c h 

i n g  a s  d a n g e r o u s .  S h o u l d  C h r i s 

t i a n s  f o l l o w  t h e i r  e x a m p l e  !  I f  G o d  

i n  H i s  I n f i n i t e  B o u n t y  s e n d s  a  n e w  

m e s s a g e  o f  l o v i n g  c o u n s e l  a n d  i n 

s t r u c t i o n ,  a r e  w e  t o  s h u t  t h e  d o o r  

i n  t h e  M e s s e n g e r ’s  f a c e  s a y i n g :  

“ W e  h a v e  n o  n e e d  o f  a  n e w  m e s s a g e  

f r o m  G o d ;  w e  r e c e i v e d  a l l  t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  w e  n e e d  n i n e t e e n  c e n 

t u r i e s  a g o ! ”  A s s u r e d l y  n o t .

C h r i s t  g a v e  n o  i n t i m a t i o n  t h a t  

w h e n  H i s  e a r t h l y  m i s s i o n  a n d  t h a t  

o f  H i s  i m m e d i a t e  f o l l o w e r s  w a s  a c 

c o m p l i s h e d ,  t h e  B o o k  o f  R e v e l a t i o n  

w o u l d  b e  c l o s e d .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  

w h e n  H i s  s o j o u r n  a m o n g  m e n  w a s  

d r a w i n g  t o  i t s  e n d ,  H e  s a i d :  “ I

h a v e  y e t  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  s a y  u n t o  

y o u ,  b u t  y e  c a n n o t  b e a r  t h e m  n o w .  

I T o w b e i t  w h e n  H e ,  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  

t r u t h ,  i s  c o m e ,  H e  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  

i n t o  a l l  t r u t h . ”  H e r e  i s  s u r e l y  a  

c l e a r  p r o m i s e  t h a t  r e v e l a t i o n  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  “ a l l  t r u t h ”  h a s  b e e n  

r e v e a l e d .

J e s u s  s a i d  t o  H i s  d i s c i p l e s :  “ H e  

t h a t  r e c e i v e t h  a  P r o p h e t  i n  t h e  

n a m e  o f  a  P r o p h e t  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a  

P r o p h e t ’s  r e w a r d . ”  W o u l d  C h r i s t

h a v e  u t t e r e d  t h e s e  w o r d s  h a d  H e  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  d a y  o f  P r o p h e t s  

w a s  e n d e d ,  t h a t  a f t e r  H e  h a d  f o u n d 

e d  H i s  c h u r c h  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  “ n o  

n e e d ”  o f  f u r t h e r  P r o p h e t s ! ” —  

E s s e l m o n t .

W h y  d o  t h e  M e s s b n g e b s  s p e a k  i n

P A E A B L E S !

T h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s  

c a n  n e v e r  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  t r a n s l a t e d ,  

o w i n g  t o  t h e  p o v e r t y  a n d  i m p e r f e c 

t i o n s  o f  o u r  l a n g u a g e .  T h e i r  

t h o u g h t  i s  s o  l o f t y  t h a t  h u m a n  

m i n d s  d o  n o t  g r a s p  i t — h e n c e  t h e  

u s e  o f  a l l e g o r i e s .  P a r a b l e s  m a k e  

m e n  p o n d e r  a n d  p r a y  f o r  e n l i g h t 

e n m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  h i d d e n  m e a n i n g .  S e a r c h  f o r  

t r u t h  d e e p e n s  m a n ’s  c a p a c i t y ,  

c l a r i f i e s  h i s  v i s i o n  w i t h o u t  e n g e n d 

e r i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r i d e .  O b j e c t i v e  

s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  m a r k e d  b y  t h e i r  

e p o c h  w h i l e  t r u t h  c l o t h e d  i n  s y m b o l  

i s  e v e r  t h e  s a m e .

T h e  s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  i s  

d e s c r i b e d  b y  J e s u s  i n  H i s  s a y i n g :  

“ I  a m  t h e  W a y ,  t h e  T r u t h  a n d  t h e  

L i f e .  H e  w h o  b e l i e v e t h  i n  M e  b e -  

l i e v e t h  i n  M y  F a t h e r  w h o  s e n t  M e .  ’ ’

’A b d u ’l - B a h a  g i v e s  t h i s  p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  o f  G o d :  “ T h e  

M a n i f e s t a t i o n  i s  t h e  P e r f e c t  M a n ,  

t h e  g r e a t  E x e m p l a r  f o r  M a n k i n d ,  

t h e  F i r s t  F r u i t  o f  t h e  t r e e  o f  h u 

m a n i t y .  U n t i l  w e  k n o w  H i m  w e  d o  

n o t  k n o w  t h e  l a t e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s .  . . . B y  l o v i n g  

t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d  a n d  f o l 

l o w i n g  H i s  t e a c h i n g s  w e  a r e  e n 

a b l e d ,  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  p e r f e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  o u r 

s e l v e s ;  t h e n ,  a n d  n o t  u n t i l  t h e n ,  

d o e s  t h e  m e a n i n g  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  

l i f e  a n d  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b e c o m e  a p 

p a r e n t .  ’ ’



T H E  B A H A ’i  M A G A ZINE 1 3 7

THE GOAL OF A LIBERATED MIND
M a b z i e h  N a b i l

A brilliant scion of Persian-American parentage now a senior at Leland Stanford 
University, describes the Search for Truth—a perennial quest.

W H A T  is  T r u t h , ’ s a id  j e s t i n g  
P i l a t e ,  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  s t a y  

f o r  a n  a n s w e r . ”  P i l a t e ,  i t  w o u ld  
se e m , w a s  m u c h  g iv e n  to  w a s h in g  
h i s  h a n d s  o f  t h in g s .  T r u t h ,  i f  i t  
e x i s t e d  a t  a l l ,  w a s  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  
o th e r  p e o p le  c o u ld  t a k e  c a r e  o f—  
j u s t  so  lo n g , o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  i t  d id  n o t  
i n t e r r u p t  h is  m e a l s  o r  h i s  b u s in e s s .  
A n d  so , h e  w o u ld  n o t  s t a y  f o r  a n  
a n s w e r .

T h e  w o r ld  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  f u l l  
o f  P i l a t e s — o f p e o p le  w h o  w a s h  
t h e i r  h a n d s  o f  t r u t h .  O u r  p r e s e n t  
d a y  p r o b le m s  a r e  t h e i r  le g a c y . 
T h e y  a r e  th o s e  w h o  l iv e  a lo n g  c o m 
f o r t a b ly ,  s a f e  i n  t h e i r  r u t s ,  c a r e f u l  
to  u s e  a s  f e w  o f  t h e i r  f a c u l t i e s  a s  
p o s s ib le .  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  d ie , th e y  
s le e p  b e n e a th  c o m p la c e n t  e p i t a p h s  
— u n le s s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  a r e  f a s h io n 
a b le , in  w h ic h  c a s e  t h e y  a r e  r e d u c e d  
to  a s h e s  a n d  rexoose s e d a t e ly  in  
m a r b le  b u r e a u  d r a w e r s .  A n d  a la s ,  
th e y  a r e  n o t  r e m e m b e r e d .  T o  b e  
r e m e m b e r e d ,  a  m a n  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  
a  tu s s l e  w i th  t r u t h .  H e  m u s t  h a v e  
s a t  u n d e r  th e  B o  t r e e  w i th  G u a -  
ta m a ,  o r  g o n e  u p  to  M o u n t  S in a i ,  
o r  d r e a m e d  o v e r  th e  c r u c ib le s  i n  
L e o n a r d o ’s l a b o r a t o r y .  H e  m u s t  
h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t r u t h  f o r  h im 
s e lf ,  r e f u s e d  to  c o n f o r m  to  h i s  s u r 
r o u n d in g s ,  d a r e d  to  d o  h i s  o w n  
th in k in g .  “ I  th in k ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  
a m . ”  I t  i s  e q u a l ly  t r u e  t h a t  i f  I  do  
n o t  th in k ,  I  a m  n o t .  A n d  to  t h in k  
m e a n s  in d e p e n d e n t ly  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t r u t h .

B a h a ’ t i ’ l l a h  h a s  c o m m a n d e d  
H is  f o l lo w e r s  to  d o  t h e i r  o w n  
th in k in g ,  a n d  to  “ lo o k  in to  a l l  
t h in g s  w i th  a  s e a r c h in g  e y e .”  H e  
s a y s  in  th e  W o r d s  o f  W is d o m , “ T h e  
e s s e n c e  o f  a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  r e v e a le d  
f o r  th e e  i s  ju s t i c e ,  i s  f o r  m a n  to  
f r e e  h im s e l f  f r o m  id le  f a n c y  a n d  
i m i t a t i o n  . . . ”  I t  is , th e n ,  t h r o u g h  
ju s t i c e — b e s t  b e lo v e d  o f  v i r t u e s —  
t h a t  w e  a r e  to  k n o w  th in g s  b y  o u r  
o w n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s e e  th e m  
w i th  o u r  o w n  e y e s . B u t  th e  q u e s 
t io n  a r i s e s ,  h o w  a r e  w e  to  a c h ie v e  
th i s  ju s t i c e ,  h o w  a r e  w e  to  r e c o g n iz e  
th e  t r u t h  o n c e  w e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  o n  
o u r  s e a r c h .  T o  th i s ,  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
a n s w e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s t a n d 
a r d s  o f  ju d g m e n t ,  f o u r  w a y s  o f  
p r o v in g  a  t h i n g  t r u e .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  
s e n s e  p e r c e p t io n ,  th e  s e c o n d  i s  th e  
in te l le c t ,  t h e  t h i r d  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  a u 
th o r i t y ,  a n d  th e  f o u r t h  i s  i n s p i r a 
t io n .  W h e n  a p j f i i e d  in d iv id u a l ly ,  
th e s e  t e s t s  a r e  o b v io u s ly  i n a d e 
q u a te ,  f o r  th e  s e n s e s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  
u n r e l ia b le ,  e v e n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e l 
le c tu a l s  a r e  o f t e n  a t  v a r i a n c e ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  i s  e a s i ly  m is 
u n d e r s to o d ,  a n d  th e  “ s t i l l  s m a l l  
v o ic e ”  m a y  a t  t im e s  b e  q u i te  o th e r  
t h a n  d iv in e .  B u t  w h e n  a l l  f o u r  
t e s t s  a r e  b r o u g h t  to  b e a r  a n d  r e 
s u l t  i n  a  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  e v id e n c e , 
w e  h a v e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  p r o v e d  a  
t r u t h .

B a h a ’is ,  th e n ,  a r e  c o m m a n d e d  to  
s e e k  in d e p e n d e n t ly  f o r  R e a l i ty ,  
a n d  a r e  t o ld  h o w  to  r e c o g n iz e  i t .
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T h e y  a r e  f o r b id d e n  to  t a k e  a n y 
t h in g  f o r  g r a n t e d .  E v e n  a  c h i ld  
b o r n  in to  a  B a h a ’i  f a m i ly  m n s t  b e 
g in ,  so  to  s p e a k ,  f r o m  th e  b o t to m  
a n d  w o r k  u p .  H e  c a n n o t  b e  f e d  
t r u t h  w i th  h is  c e r e a l ,  a n d  m u s t  
p r o v e  to  h i s  o w n  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th e  
r e a l i t y  o f  w h a t  h e  is  t a u g h t .  B u t  i t  
i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  a  s e a r c h  s t a r t e d  in  
a n  a tm o s p h e r e  o f  f a i t h  i s  m o r e  
r e a d i l y  s u c c e s s fu l ,  b e c a u s e  “ f a i t h  
s e e k i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ’ ’ w il l  
a c h ie v e ,  w h e r e  u n b e l ie f  s e e k in g  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m u s t  f a l l  b y  th e  w a y 
s id e .

A n d  n o w , w h a t  is  R e a l i ty ?  “ W h y , 
R e a l i t y  is  w a t e r , ”  s a y s  T h a le s .  
“ R e a l i t y  is  a  s p h e r e  p a c k e d  s o l id ,”  
i n s i s t s  P a r m e n id e s .  “ R e a l i t y  is  
c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  e v id e n c e ,”  d r o n e s  
th e  p s y c h o lo g y  p r o f e s s o r .  S o m e  o f  
o n r  m o d e r n s  d e l iv e r  b e a u t i f u l l y  
p a t r o n i z i n g  d e f in i t io n s  o f  R e a l i ty ,  
a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  i t  a t  h o m e  in  a  t e s t  
tu b e .  O th e r s  s t u t t e r  w h e n  c o n 
f r o n t e d  w i th  th e  u n w e lc o m e  q u e s 
t io n .

T h e  B a h a ’i  v ie w  o f  R e a l i t y  p r e s 
e n ts  th e  o n ly  o n e  t h a t  i s  im p r e g 
n a b le  a n d  w i t h s t a n d s  th e  t e s t  b y  
th e  f o u r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  ju d g m e n t .

B a h a ’u ’l la h  p r o c l a i m s  t h a t  
R e a l i t y  is  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d . T h e  
s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  r e 
c a l le d  b y  th e  o p e n in g  l in e s  o f  th e  
G o s p e l  o f  J o h n :  “ I n  th e  b e g in n in g  
w a s  th e  W o r d ,  a n d  th e  W o r d  w a s  
w i th  G o d , a n d  th e  W o r d  w a s  G o d .”  
T h i s  W o r d  is  r e v e a l e d  to  h u m a n i ty  
b y  a  D iv in e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n — b y  o n e  
o f  th o s e  A l l - i l lu m in a t in g  B e in g s  
w h o m  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  r e f e r s  to  a s  
“ S u n s  o f  R e a l i t y ” — a  B u d d h a ,  a  
C h r i s t ,  M o se s , M u h a m m a d .  
R e a l i t y ,  th e n ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  t e a c h 
in g s  o f  th e  D iv in e  M a n i f e s ta t io n s ,

— a n d  R e a l i t y  in  t h i s  d a y  c o n s is ts  
o f  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  B a h a ’u  ’l la h .

H a v in g  f o u n d  R e a l i ty ,  r e a l i t i e s  
a r e  n o t  f a r  a w a y .  T h e  t r u e  i n  a r t ,  
i n  s c ie n c e , in  e v e r y  p h a s e  o f  h u 
m a n  a c t iv i ty ,  i s  t h a t  w h ic h  is  i n  a c 
c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d , 
a n d  t h a t  w h ic h  is  l ik e  G o d . T h e r e 
f o r e ,  a  s t u d y  o f  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d , 
a n d  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  H im s e l f  a s  
r e v e a le d  th r o u g h  H is  M a n i f e s t a 
t io n s ,  a r e  in f a l l ib l e  d e t e r m in a n t s  o f  
T r u t h .  A n d  a s  l e a r n in g  is  n o t h 
in g  m o r e  o r  le s s  t h a n  d i s c o v e r in g  
a n d  a p p ly in g  th e  t r u t h  o f  p h e n o 
m e n a ,  i t  i s  a b s o lu te ly  e s s e n t i a l— if  
w e  w is h  to  b e  l e a r n e d — t h a t  w e  
s h o u ld  a t t a i n  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
G o d — t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  in v e s t i g a t e  
R e a l i ty .  B a h a ’u ’l la h  s a y s  “ T h e  
s o u rc e  o f  a l l  l e a r n i n g  i s  t h e  k n o w l
e d g e  o f  G o d ,”  a n d  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  
te l l s  u s  t h a t  th e  o r ig in  o f  a l l  l e a r n 
in g  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  to  r e l ig io n .

T h e  f a i l u r e  to  s e e k  f o r  T r u t h  r e 
s u l t s  in  l a s t i n g  a n d  in c r e a s in g  p e r i l  
to  th e  h u m a n  r a c e .  “ T h e  g r e a t e s t  
c a u s e  o f  b e r e a v e m e n t  a n d  d i s h e a r t 
e n in g  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  h u m a n i ty  is  
i g n o r a n c e  b a s e d  u p o n  b l in d  i m i t a 
t io n  . . . F r o m  th i s  c a u s e
h a t r e d  a n d  a n im o s i ty  a r i s e  c o n 
t i n u a l ly  a m o n g  m a n k in d .  T h r o u g h  
f a i l u r e  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  R e a l i ty ,  th e  
J e w s  r e j e c t e d  H is  H o l in e s s  J e s u s  
C h r i s t .  ’ ’

T h a t  n o  o n e  is  e x e m p t  f r o m  th e  
s e a r c h  f o r  R e a l i t y  is  p r o v e d  b y  th e  
f u r t h e r  w o r d s  o f  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ;  
a f t e r  s a y in g  t h a t  e a c h  h u m a n  b e in g  
is  e q u ip p e d  f o r  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
R e a l i ty ,  H e  c o n t in u e s ,  “ e a c h  h a s  
in d iv id u a l  e n d o w m e n t,  p o w e r  a n d  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  . . . T h e r e f o r e
d e p e n d  u p o n  y o u r  o w n  r e a s o n  a n d  
j u d g m e n t  a n d  a d h e r e  to  th e  o u t 
c o m e  o f  y o u r  o w n  in v e s t ig a t io n .
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. . . T u r n  to  Grod, s u p p l i c a te
h u m b ly  a t  H i s  T h r e s h o ld  . . .
t h a t  Grod m a y  r e n d  a s u n d e r  th e  
v e ils  t h a t  o b s c u r e  y o u r  v i s i o n .”  
H e n c e f o r w a r d  n o  o n e  is  a l lo w e d  to  
e x p o s e  h im s e l f  a n d  h u m a n i t y  to  
th e  d a n g e r s  o f  ig n o r a n c e .

O r ig in a l i t y  i s  o n e  o f  th e  th o u 
s a n d  r e f r e s h i n g  o u tc o m e s  o f  th e  i n 
d e p e n d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  T r u t h ,  
f o r  th e  s im p le  r e a s o n  t h a t  i f  w e  lo o k  
a t  a n y th in g ,  w e  lo o k  a t  i t  i n  a  w a y  
p e c u l i a r  to  o u r s e l f .  W e  h a v e  to . 
W e  w il l  a l l  s e e  th e  s a m e  R e a l i ty ,

b u t  a t  d i f f e r e n t  a n g le s .  A  c h a n g e  
f r o m  th e  p a s t ,  w h e n  o r ig i n a l i t y  h a s  
b e e n  so  r a r e  a s  to  b e  a  m a t t e r  o f  
c o m m e n t, a n d  w e  h a v e  p r a i s e d  p e o 
p le  a s  “ o r ig i n a l  t h i n k e r s . ”  A n d  
w i th  so  m a n y  s u c h  t h i n k e r s  in  c i r 
c u la t io n ,  t h e  im p e tu s  to  a l l  th e  
g r a c e s  o f  c iv i l i z a t io n  is  s e l f - e v id e n t .  
B e s id e s  w h ic h , w h e n  e a c h  o f  u s  h a s  
to  d is c o v e r  l i f e  f o r  h im s e l f ,  e a c h  
w il l  b e  a s  e x u l t a n t  a s  C o lu m b u s  
w h e n  h i s  f i r s t  r e d s k in  g l i t t e r e d  
th r o u g h  th e  s h r u b b e r y .

HAPPINESS—MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL
S h a h n a z  W a it e

T H O M A S  E D I S O N ,  w h e n  c e le 
b r a t i n g  h i s  e ig h ty - s e c o n d  b i r t h 

d a y ,  w a s  a s k e d  to  g iv e  h i s  f o r m u la  
f o r  a  h a p p y  l i f e .  H e  r e p l i e d — “ I  
a m  n o t  a c q u a in t e d  w i th  a n y o n e  w h o  
i s  h a p p y . ”  H e  c o u ld  n o t  g iv e  a  
r e c ip e  f o r  h a p p in e s s ,  h e  w h o  h a d  
g iv e n  to  m a n k in d  so  m u c h  t h a t  h a d  
b r o u g h t  c o m f o r t  a n d  e n l ig h te n m e n t  
th e  w o r ld  o v e r ,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  h e  
s t a t e d  h e  k n e w  n o  o n e  w h o  w a s  
h a p p y .  H is  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  u n 
q u a lif ie d , h e  m a d e  n o  e x c e p t io n s .

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  t h e r e  a r e  
c o u n t le s s  c u l t s  w h o s e  l e a d e r s  m a k e  
a  s p e c ia l ty  o f  “ f o r m u l a s  f o r  h a p 
p i n e s s . ”  T h e y  p r o m i s e  p e r f e c t  
“ h e a l th ,  w e a l th ,  lo v e , a n d  h a p 
p i n e s s ”  to  a l l  w h o  w il l  p a y  th e  p r i c e  
f o r  th e  f o r m u la  w i th  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
a s  to  h o w  to  a p p l y  i t ;  b u t  i t  d o e s  
n o t  s e e m  to  w o r k  o u t  w e ll  o r  m o r e  
o f  t h e i r  f o l lo w e r s  w o u ld  d e m o n 
s t r a t e  th e  p r o m i s e d  r e s u l t s .

T h e  e x t r e m e  s c a r c i t y  o f  h a p 
p in e s s  g o e s  to  s h o w  t h a t  t h e r e  is

s o m e th in g  e ls e  to  b e  s o u g h t  f o r  
u p o n  w h ic h  h a p p in e s s  d e p e n d s ,  o r  
e ls e  t h a t  o n e  is  s e a r c h in g  in  th e  
w r o n g  d i r e c t io n .

T h e r e  a r e  a s  m a n y  h u m a n  o p in 
io n s  a s  to  h o w  h a p p in e s s  m a y  b e  
o b ta in e d  a s  t h e r e  a r e  v a r io u s  c o n 
c e p t io n s  a s  to  w h a t  c o n s t i tu te s  t h a t  
b l i s s f u l  s t a t e .  T h a t  w h ic h  r a n k s  
f i r s t  a m o n g  th e s e  m a y  b e  c la s s if ie d  
u n d e r  s e n s e - g r a t i f i c a t io n .  B y  th e  
p l e a s u r e  s e e k e r  i t  i s  c o n f u s e d  w i th  
th e  s o u g h t - f o r  p r iz e .  Y e t  w e  k n o w  
t h a t  s e n s e - g r a t i f i c a t io n  is  n o t  h a p 
p in e s s  n e i t h e r  is  a s c e t ic i s m  p r a c 
t ic e d  to  w in  th i s  s a c r e d  g i f t .

I t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  t h a t  “ h a p p in e s s  
e v e r  f le e s  th e  a r d e n t  s e e k e r , ”  t h a t  
i t  “ c o m e s  u n b id d e n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  
a t  a l l . ”  C o n d i t io n s  m u s t  b e  r i g h t ,  
f o r  i t  e n t e r s  th e  h u m a n  h e a r t .  I t  
c a n n o t  d w e ll  w i th  d i s c o r d  o r  i n h a r 
m o n y . I t  i s  n e v e r  f o u n d  w h e r e  e v il  
im p u ls e s ,  g r e e d  a n d  s e lf is h n e s s  
d w e ll.

N e i th e r  d o e s  m a r k e d  c u l tu r e ,
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e d u c a t io n ,  t a l e n t s  o r  f a m e  e n c a g e  i t .  
P a l a t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n ts ,  w e a lth , a n d  
s o c ia l  p o s i t i o n  s e e m  m o r e  o f t e n  to  
f r i g h t e n  i t  a w a y ;  a n d  s o r d id  c o n d i
t io n s  o f f e r  n o  in d u c e m e n t  f o r  i t s  
a b id in g  p la c e .  M a t e r i a l  g r a n d e u r ,  
p o m p  a n d  g lo r y  h o ld  n o th in g  t h a t  
a t t r a c t s  i t s  d iv in e  n a tu r e .

I n  M y th o lo g y  e v e n  th e  “ G-ods o f 
O ly m p u s ”  w e r e  n o t  s a id  to  b e  
h a p p y ,  a n d  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  r e v e a ls  
v e r y  l i t t l e  h a p p in e s s  i n  i t s  r e c o r d  o f  
th e  a g e s .

W h y  th e n  d o e s  t h i s  q u e s t  f o r  
h a p p in e s s  g o  o n  so  f r a n t i c a l l y ,  c o n 
t in u o u s ly ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  is  so  
f u t i l e ?  H a s  i t s  e v a s iv e n e s s  n o  
s p i r i t u a l  m e a n in g  f o r  u s ?  A r e  w e  
a s  h u m a n s  r e a l l y  r e a d y  f o r  h a p 
p in e s s ?

T o  e n t e r t a i n  so  d iv in e  a  g u e s t ,  
o n e  m u s t  h a v e  a  s t i l l  c h a m b e r  i n  th e  
h e a r t ,  a  p la c e  o f  a b s o lu te  p u r i t y ,  
b e a u ty  a n d  h a r m o n y .  T h e  f l i t t in g  
f a n t a s i e s  w h ic h  m e n  e x p e r ie n c e ,  d e 
p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  s e n s e s ,  w h ic h  
e n t e r  t h e i r  l iv e s  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e , 
c a n n o t  e n t e r  t h a t  s a c r e d  c h a m b e r .  
O n e  m a y  th in k  h e  i s  h a p p y  f o r  a  
w h ile , b u t  l a t e r  a w a k e n s  f r o m  th e  
d r e a m  o n ly  to  f in d  i t  a n  i l lu s io n ,  a n d  
n o t  r e a l i t y .

M a n y  o f  th e  r e l ig io n s  d o  n o t  
p r o m i s e  h a p p in e s s  d u r i n g  o n e ’s h u 
m a n  p i lg r im a g e .  J e s u s  h e ld  u p  th e  
im m o r t a l  l i f e ,  l i f e  in  th e  h e r e a f t e r ,  
a s  th e  g o a l  o f  a t t a in m e n t .  H u m a n  
l i f e  im p l ie s  g r o w th ,  a n d  g r o w th  is  
e v e r  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  p a in .  W h i le  
t h e r e  is  a n y  u n d e v e lo p e d  s id e  to  
m a n ’s s o u l,  a n y  i m p e r f e c t  f a c u l ty ,  
t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s t r u g g l e  a n d  s t r i f e .  
H e n c e  h a p p in e s s  c o m p le te  a n d  so u l-  
s a t i s f y i n g  c a n n o t  b e  o f  h u m a n  
o r ig in ,  o r  k n o w n  b y  th e  lo w e r  c o n 
s c io u s n e s s  o f  m a n .

M r . E d i s o n  h a s  b e e n  m o ie  t h a n  
f r a n k .  H e  h a s  p l a in ly  a n d  b lu n t ly

s t a t e d  a  f a c t  w h ic h  m o s t  s e e k  to  
h id e  e v e n  f r o m  th e m s e lv e s .  H e  is  
“  a c q u a in t e d  w i th  n o  o n e  w h o  is  
h a p p y . ”  Y e t  M r . E d i s o n  i s  e m 
i n e n t ly  s u c c e s s fu l .  T h o s e  w h o  so  
l ig h t ly  u n i t e  “ s u c c e s s  w i th  h a p 
p i n e s s ”  a s  tw in s ,  m ig h t  n o te  t h i s  
f a c t .  I t  w o u ld  s e e m  th e s e  tw a in  a r e  
n o t  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  o r  in  a n y  w a y  
c o r r e la t e d .

W h a t  t h e n  is  h a p p in e s s ,  t h a t  i t  
i s  so  e lu s iv e ,  a n d  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  
n o n - e x is te n t ?  W h o  c a n  d e s c r ib e  i t ?  
I t  s e e m s  to  m o r t a l  s e n s e  a n  i n t a n 
g ib le , e t h e r e a l  e s s e n c e  w h ic h  s t e a l s  
in to  h e a r t s  l ik e  a  b r e a t h  f r o m  
h e a v e n .  I t  m a y  l i n g e r  b u t  a  m o 
m e n t ,  o r  i t  m a y  s h e d  i t s  b e n e d ic 
t i o n  o v e r  a  s h a d o w e d  l i f e ,  f o r  
s h a d o w s  a r e  n o t  im c o m p a t ib le  w i th  
i t ,  t h o u g h  e a r t h l y  s p le n d o r  m a y  b e .

H a v in g  s e e n  i t s  r a r e  r a d i a n c e  
s h in in g  f o r t h  n o w  a n d  th e n  th r o u g h  
th e  h u m a n  f a c e  o f  so m e  g r e a t  s o u l, 
w e  k n o w  i t  i s  n o t  a  m y th ,  t h e r e f o r e  
i t s  g e n e r a l  a b s e n c e  f r o m  th e  w o r ld  
o f  h u m a n i t y  s e e m s  to  p r o v e  t h a t  
c o n d i t io n s  f o r  i t s  a b o d e  a r e  n o t  
r i g h t  in  h u m a n  h e a r t s .

I s  s e l f is h n e s s  th e  u n s u r m o u n ta b le  
b a r r i e r  to  h a p p in e s s  ? W h e n  w e  r i s e  
i n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a b o v e  th e  p e t t y ,  
l i t t l e  c e n t e r  a n d  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  
o f  s e l f  w i th  i t s  m a t e r i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  
i t s  in s a t i a b l e  c la m o r in g s  f o r  p l e a s 
u r e ,  f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  f o r  e a r t h l y  
p o s s e s s io n s ,  a n d  s o -c a l le d  jo y ,  w e  
f in d  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  h e a r t  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  s e e k in g  f o r  r e a l  h a p p in e s s ,  
b u t  o n ly  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  s e lf ,  f o r 
g e t f u ln e s s  o f  so m e  m is e r y ,  s o m e  
d i s a p p o i n tm e n t ,  s o m e  j e a l o u s  
t h o u g h t ,  s o m e  e n v io u s  d e s i r e ,  s o m e  
u n f u l f i l l e d  a m b i t io n .  T o  f o r g e t  s e l f  
i s  th e  m o t iv e  o f  t h i s  u r g e .

B e tw e e n  th o s e  w h o  o n ly  s e e k  to  
f o r g e t ,  a n d  th o s e  w h o  a r e  t a u g h t  
to  ‘ ‘v i s u a l iz e  a  p o s i t iv e ,  r a d i a n t
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s u p r e m e  s t a t e  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  c r e a t e d  
th r o u g h  th e  p o w e r  o f  th o u g h t ,  a n d  
w il l  fo r c e ,  y e t  w h ic h  e v e r  e lu d e s  th e  
s e e k e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  w id e  d iv i s io n —  
th e  tw o  e x t r e m e s  o f  t h e  p o le  a n d  
n e i t h e r  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  c o v e te d  g o a l.

E v e n  i n  o n r  c h e r i s h e d  a r t s  a n d  
s c ie n c e s , o u r  a e s th e t i c  c u l tu r e  a n d  
“ i n s p i r i n g  a v o c a t i o n s ”  t h e r e  m a y  
h e  a  s u b t le  a n d  d e e p - r o o te d  s e l f i s h 
n e s s ,  th e n  w e  w o n d e r  w h y  w e  a r e  
n o t  h a p p y .

T h e  g r e a t  m y s t ic s  t e l l  n s  t h a t  w e  
“ g a in  b y  lo s in g ,  w e  r e c e iv e  b y  g iv 
in g ,  a n d  a l l  t h i n g s  b e c o m e  o u r s  
t h r o u g h  r e n u n c i a t i o n . ”  M a y  th i s  
n o t  h e  th e  s ig n - p o s t  w h ic h  p o in t s  to  
th e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  to  h a p p i n e s s  ?

M a n y  c e n tu r i e s  a g o  S t .  A u g u s 
t in e  s a id — “ T h o u  h a s t  m a d e  th e  
h e a r t  f o r  T h y s e l f  a n d  i t  i s  e v e r  
r e s t l e s s  u n t i l  i t  f in d s  i t s  r e s t  in  
T h e e .”  E v e n  in  th o s e  f a r  o f f  d a y s  
h u m a n  h e a r t s  w e r e  s e a r c h in g  v a i n 
ly  f o r  h a p p in e s s .

A l l  t h in g s  c o n s id e r e d ,  w h a t  is  th e  
a n s w e r  to  t h i s  i n s i s t e n t  q u e s t io n —  
“ W h e r e  c a n  h a p p in e s s  b e  f o u n d ? ”  
H o w  m a y  w e  f in d  i t  a n d  h a v in g  
f o u n d  i t  k e e p  i t ?  W h o  c a n  p o i n t  to  
u s  th e  w a y ?

’A b d u ’1 -B a h a , w h o  w a s — “ A  jo y -  
b r i n g e r ,  a n d  a  H e r a l d  o f  t h e  K i n g 
d o m  o f  H a p p i n e s s ” — h a s  p la c e d  in  
o u r  h a n d  th e  G o ld e n  K e y  w h ic h  w il l  
u n lo c k  th e  d o o r  to  t h e  K in g d o m  
w h e r e  h a p p in e s s  a lo n e  a b id e s .  L e t  
u s  m e d i t a t e  u p o n  th e s e  H i s  w o r d s : 
— “ K n o w  th o u  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  tw o  
k in d s  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  
m a t e r i a l .  A s  to  m a t e r i a l  h a p p in e s s  
i t  n e v e r  e x is ts ;  n a y ,  i s  b u t  im a g in a 
t io n ,  a n  im a g e  r e f le c te d  i n  m i r r o r s ,  
a  s p e c t e r  a n d  s h a d o w . C o n s id e r  
th e  n a t u r e  o f  m a t e r i a l  h a p p in e s s .  
I t  i s  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  b u t  s l ig h t ly  
r e m o v e s  o n e ’s a f f l ic t io n s ;  y e t  th e

p e o p le  im a g in e  i t  to  b e  jo y , d e l ig h t ,  
e x u l t a t i o n  a n d  b le s s in g .  A l l  th e  
m a t e r i a l  b le s s in g s  in c lu d in g  fo o d , 
d r in k ,  e tc . t e n d  o n ly  to  a l l a y  t h i r s t ,  
h u n g e r ,  a n d  f a t i g u e .  T h e y  b e s to w  
n o  d e l ig h t s  o n  th e  m in d  o r  p l e a s u r e  
o n  th e  s o u l ;  n a y ,  t h e y  f u r n i s h  o n ly  
th e  b o d i ly  w a n ts .  S o  t h i s  k in d  o f  
h a p p in e s s  h a s  n o  r e a l  e x is te n c e .

“ A s  to  S p i r i t u a l  H a p p in e s s ,  t h i s  
is  th e  t r u e  b a s i s  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  m a n ,  
b e c a u s e  L i f e — ( th e  S p i r i t u a l )  i s  
c r e a t e d  f o r  h a p p in e s s ,  n o t  f o r  s o r 
ro w , f o r  p l e a s u r e ,  n o t  f o r  g r i e f .  
H a p p in e s s  is  l i f e ;  s o r r o w  i s  d e a t h ;  
S p i r i t u a l  H a p p in e s s  is  L i f e  E t e r 
n a l .  T h i s  i s  l i g h t  w h ic h  is  n o t  f o l 
lo w e d  b y  d a r k n e s s .  T h i s  i s  h o n o r  
w h ic h  i s  n o t  f o l lo w e d  b y  s h a m e . 
T h i s  i s  e x is te n c e  w h ic h  i s  n o t  f o l 
lo w e d  b y  a n n ih i l a t io n .  T h i s  g r e a t  
b le s s in g  a n d  p r e c io u s  g i f t  i s  o b 
t a i n e d  b y  m a n  o n ly  t h r o u g h ,  th e  
G u id a n c e  o f  G o d . T h i s  h a p p in e s s  
i s  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  b a s i s  f r o m  
w h ic h  m a n  i s  c r e a te d ,  w o r ld s  a r e  
o r ig i n a t e d ,  th e  c o n t in g e n t  b e in g s  
h a v e  e x is te n c e  a n d  th e  w o r ld  o f  G o d  
a p p e a r s  l ik e  u n to  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
th e  s u n  a t  m id - d a y .  T h i s  h a p p in e s s  
i s  b u t  th e  L o v e  o f  G o d .”

‘ 1 T h e  w o r ld  n e e d s  m o r e  h a p 
p in e s s  a n d  i l lu m in a t io n .  T h e  s t a r  
o f  h a p p in e s s  i s  i n  e v e r y  h e a r t ;  w e  
m u s t  rem o ve  the  c louds  so  t h a t  i t  
m a y  tw in k le  r a d i a n t l y .  H a p p in e s s  
is  a n  in te rn a l  condition .  W h e n  i t  
i s  o n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  m a n  w il l  a s c e n d  
to  th e  s u p r e m e  h e ig h t s  o f  b l is s .  A  
t r u l y  h a p p y  m a n  w il l  n o t  b e  s u b je c t  
to  th e  s h i f t i n g  e v e n tu a l i t i e s  o f  t im e .  
L ik e  u n to  a n  e t e r n a l  k in g  h e  w il l  
s i t  u p o n  th e  t h r o n e  o f  f ix e d  r e a l i t i e s .  
H e  w il l  b e  im p e r v io u s  to  o u tw a r d  
c h a n g i n g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  
th r o u g h  h i s  d e e d s  a n d  a c t io n s  h e  
w il l  i m p a r t  h a p p in e s s  to  o th e r s .  A
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B a h a ’i  m u s t  b e  h a p p y ,  f o r  th e  b le s 
s in g s  o f  G o d  a r e  b e s to w e d  u p o n  
h im . ’ ’

I t  i s  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e s e  i n s p i r i n g  
w o r d s  o f  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  t h a t  r e a l  
h a p p in e s s  i s  p u r e l y  a  s p i r i t u a l  c o n 
d i t io n ,  a n d  th e  r e w a r d  o f  v i c to r y  
o v e r  t h e  c a r n a l  s e l f ,  a n d  th i s  
m a s t e r y  H e  h a s  s a id  i s  g a in e d  
th r o u g h  lo v in g  s e r v ic e  to  o th e r s  
t h r o u g h  s e l f - f o r g e t f u l n e s s ,  n o t  b y  
e x t e r n a l  m e a n s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  lo s in g  
th e  t h o u g h t  o f  s e l f  i n  th in k in g  o f 
o th e r s .  H e  h a s  s a id — “ T h e  K e y  to  
s e l f - m a s t e r y  i s  s e l f - f o r g e t t i n g . ”  
T h u s  s e l f - f o r g e t t i n g  is  th e  m a g n e t  
w h ic h  d r a w s  th e  s p i r i t  o f  h a p p in e s s  
in to  o u r  h e a r t s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s a id —- 
“ H a p p in e s s  i s  a  p e r f u m e  w h ic h  w e  
c a n n o t  p o u r  u p o n  o th e r s  w i th o u t  
s p i l l in g  s o m e  o f  i t  u p o n  o u r s e lv e s .”  
T h u s  i n  g iv in g ,  w e  r e c e iv e .

’A b d u ’l- B a l ia  h a s  f u r t h e r  s a id  
u p o n  t h i s  m o s t  v i t a l  q u e s t io n —  
“ A ff l ic tio n s  a n d  t r o u b l e s  a r e  d u e  to  
a  s t a t e  o f  n o t  b e in g  c o n te n t  w i th  
w h a t  G o d  h a s  o r d a in e d  f o r  y o u . I f  
o n e  s u b m i ts  h im s e l f  to  G o d  h e  is  
h a p p y .

“ A  m a n  a s k e d  a n o t h e r — ‘I n  w h a t  
s t a t i o n  a r e  y o u ? ’ H e  a n s w e r e d  ‘in  
t h e  u t m o s t  h a p p i n e s s . ’ ‘W h e r e  
d o e s  t h i s  h a p p in e s s  c o m e  f r o m ? ’ 
H e  a n s w e r e d ;  ‘b e c a u s e  a l l  e x i s t in g  
th in g s  m o v e  a c c o r d in g  to  m y  w is h ;  
t h e r e f o r e  I  d o  n o t  f in d  a n y th in g  
c o n t r a r y  to  m y  d e s i r e ;  t h u s  I  h a v e  
n o  s o r r o w .  T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  
a l l  b e in g s  m o v e  b y  th e  W i l l  o f  G o d , 
a n d  I  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  m y  o w n  w ill ,  
d e s i r i n g  th e  W i l l  o f  Glod. T h u s  m y  
w i l l  b e c o m e s  th e  W i l l  o f  G o d , f o r  
t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  to  m y s e l f .  A l l  a r e  
m o v in g  b y  H i s  W il l ,  y e t  t h e y  a r e  
m o v in g  b y  m in e , i n  t h i s  c a s e  I  a m  
v e r y  h a p p y .  ’ W h e n  m a n  s u r 
r e n d e r s  h im s e l f  e v e r y th in g  w il l

m o v e  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  w i s h .”
“ C o n c e n t r a t e  th e  s o u l  u p o n  G o d  

so  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e c o m e  a s  a  f o u n t a i n  
p o u r i n g  o u t  t h e  W a t e r  o f  L i f e  to  a  
t h i r s t y  w o r ld .  L iv e  u p  to  th e  p r i n 
c ip le s  o f  s a c r if ic e .  T h e  w o r ld  w il l  
t h e n  b e c o m e  a s  n o th in g ,  a n d  b e  
w i th o u t  p o w e r  to  a t t r a c t  y o u  a w a y  
f r o m  G o d . S a c r i f ic e  y o u r  w i l l  to  
th e  W i l l  o f  G o d . T h e  K in g d o m  is  
a t t a i n e d  b y  th e  o n e  w h o  f o r g e t s  
s e lf .  E v e r y t h i n g  b e c o m e s  y o u r s  b y  
r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .”

“ L o v e  is  t h e  m e a n s  o f  th e  m o s t  
g r e a t  h a p p i n e s s  i n  b o th  th e  m a 
t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d s .”

“ M a n  m u s t  l iv e  i n  c o n te n tm e n t  
w i th  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  h is  t im e . H e  
m u s t  n o t  m a k e  h im s e l f  th e  s la v e  o f 
a n y  h a b i t .  C o n te n tm e n t  is  r e a l  
w e a l th .  I f  o n e  d e v e lo p  w i th in  h im 
s e l f  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  c o n te n tm e n t  h e  
w il l  b e c o m e  in d e p e n d e n t .  C o n te n t 
m e n t  is  th e  c r e a t o r  o f  h a p p in e s s .  
W h e n  o n e  i s  c o n te n t e d  h e  d o e s  n o t  
c a r e  f o r  e i t h e r  r ic h e s  o r  p o v e r ty .  
H e  l iv e s  a b o v e  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
th e m . ’ ’

“ W e a l t h  h a s  a  t e m p t in g  a n d  
d r a w in g  q u a l i t y .  I t  b e w i ld e r s  t h e  
s ig h t  o f  i t s  c h a r m e d  v ic t im  w i th  
s h o w y  a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  d r a w s  th e m  
o n  a n d  o n  to  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  y a w n in g  
c h a s m . I t  m a k e s  a  p e r s o n  s e lf -  
c e n te r e d ,  s e l f -o c c u p ie d , f o r g e t f u l  o f  
G o d  a n d  h o ly  th in g s .  O n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d  t h e r e  a r e  s o u ls  w h o  a r e  th e  
e s s e n c e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ;  in  t h e i r  e s t i 
m a t io n  w e a l th  o f f e r s  n o  a t t r a c t i o n .
. . . T h e i r  i n t e n s e  p a s s io n  f o r  G o d  
w il l  w a x  g r e a t e r  e a c h  d a y . S u c h  
r i c h  m e n  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  th e  l i g h t 
b r in g i n g  s t a r s  o f  th e  h e a v e n  o f  
m a n k in d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
t r i e d  a n d  t e s t e d  a n d  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  
o f  th e  c r u c ib le  a s  p u r e  g o ld  . . . 
u n a l lo y e d  a n d  u n a d u l t e r a t e d .  W i t h
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a l l  th e  w e a l th  o f  th e  w o r ld  a t  t h e i r  
f e e t  t h e y  a r e  y e t  m in d f u l  o f  G o d  
a n d  h u m a n i ty ,  t h e y  s p e n d  t h e i r  a c 
q u i r e d  r ic h e s  f o r  th e  d i s p e l l in g  o f  
th e  d a r k n e s s  o f  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  e m 
p lo y  t h e i r  t r e a s u r e s  f o r  th e  a l l e v ia 
t i o n  o f  th e  m i s e r y  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  
G o d . T h e  l i g h t  o f  s u c h  r i c h  m e n  
w il l  n e v e r  g r o w  d im  a n d  th e  t r e e  o f 
t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  w i l l  g r o w  i n  s iz e  
a n d  s t a t u r e ,  p r o d u c in g  f r u i t s  in  a l l  
s e a s o n s .  T h e i r  e v e r y  d e e d  w il l  h e  
a s  a n  e x a m p le  f o r  s u c c e e d in g  g e n 
e r a t i o n s . ”

“ S t r i v e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  a n d  d o  
w h a te v e r  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  p e r c h a n c e  
y o u  m a y  w a k e  th e  h e e d le s s ,  g iv e  
s ig h t  to  th e  b l in d ,  b r i n g  l i f e  to  th e  
d e a d , r e f r e s h  th e  w e a r y ,  a n d  b r in g  
th o s e  in  d e s p a i r  a n d  d a r k n e s s  to  
l i g h t  a n d  s p le n d o r .  I f  th e  h o p e  o f  
m a n  b e  l im i t e d  to  th e  m a t e r i a l  
w o r ld  w h a t  u l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  i s  h e  
w o r k in g  f o r ?  A  m a n  w i t h  e v e n  a  
l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m u s t  r e a l iz e  
t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  l iv e  d i f f e r e n t ly  f r o m  
th e  w o r m s  w h o  h o ld  to  th e  e a r t h  i n  
w h ic h  th e y  a r e  f i n a l l y  b u r ie d .  H o w  
c a n  h e  f in d  h a p p i n e s s  t h e r e ?  M y  
h o p e  is  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e c o m e  f r e e d  
f r o m  th e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  a n d  s t r i v e  
to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  
h e a v e n ly  w o r ld ,  th e  w o r ld  o f  l a s t 
in g  q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t r u t h ,  th e  
w o r ld  o f  e t e r n a l  k in g l in e s s  so  t h a t  
y o u r  l i f e  m a y  n o t  b e  b a r r e n  o f  r e 
s u l ts , .  f o r  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  
m a n  h a s  n o  f r u i t  o f  R e a l i ty .  B u t

l a s t i n g  r e s u l t s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  
h e a v e n ly  e x is te n c e .  I f  a  m a n  b e 
c o m e s  to u c h e d  w i th  th e  d iv in e  
s p a r k  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  b e  a n  o u tc a s t  
a n d  o p p r e s s e d  h e  w il l  b e  h a p p y ,  a n d  
h is  h a p p in e s s  c a n n o t  d i e . ”

T h e s e  D iv in e  W o r d s  a r e  a  f o r 
m u la  f o r  t h a t  R e a l i t y  o f  h a p p in e s s  
w h ic h  a l l  t h e  w o r ld  i s  s e e k in g . 
B le s s e d  a r e  th e y  w h o  a p p l y  th e m  
a n d  f in d  th e r e b y  w i th in  t h e i r  o w n  
h e a r t s  th e  K in g d o m  o f  H a p p in e s s .

I n  c o n c lu s io n  l e t  m e  le a v e  w i th  y o u  
th i s  b e a u t i f u l  p r a y e r  r e v e a le d  b y  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  w h ic h  b r e a t h e s  th e  
v e r y  s p i r i t  o f  h a p p in e s s  in to  o n e ’s 
s o u l.

‘ ‘ 0  T h o u  K i n d  G o d ! T o  m e  th o u  
a r t  k in d e r  t h a n  m y s e l f  a n d  T h y  
L o v e  i s  m o r e  a b u n d a n t  a n d  m o r e  
a n c ie n t .  W h e n e v e r  I  a m  r e m in d e d  
o f  T h y  B e s to w a ls  I  a m  m a d e  h a p p y  
a n d  h o p e f u l .  I f  I  h a v e  b e e n  
a g i t a t e d  I  o b ta in  e a s e  o f  h e a r t  a n d  
s o u l. I f  I  a m  s ic k , I  g a in  e t e r n a l  
h e a l th .  I f  I  a m  d is lo y a l ,  I  b e c o m e  
lo y a l .  I f  I  h a v e  b e e n  h o p e le s s ,  I  
b e c o m e  h o p e f u l .  0  T h o u  L o r d  o f  
th e  K i n g d o m ! C a u s e  T h o u  th e  r e 
jo ic in g  o f  m y  h e a r t ;  e m p o w e r  m y  
w e a k  s p i r i t  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  m y  e x 
h a u s t e d  n e r v e s .  I l l u m in e  th o u  m y  
e y e s ; s u f f e r  m y  e a r s  to  b e c o m e  
h e a r in g ,  so  t h a t  I  m a y  h e a r k e n  to  
th e  M u s ic  o f  th e  K in g d o m  a n d  a t 
t a i n  to  th e  jo y  a n d  h a p p in e s s  E v e r 
l a s t in g .  V e r i l y  T h o u  a r t  th e  G e n 
e ro u s ,  th e  G iv e r ,  t h e  K i n d ! ”
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LOOKING FORWARD
C o r a l ie  F r a n k l in  C o o k

T H E  C i ty  o f  W a s h in g to n ,  D . C ., 
i s  n o t e d  f o r  i t s  m a n y  b u i ld in g s ,  

i m p o r t a n t  i n  th e m s e lv e s ,  o r  a s  h a v 
i n g  f ig u r e d  in  s o m e  h i s t o r i c  e v e n t ,  
o r  a s  th e  o n e - t im e  h o m e  o f  t h i s  o r  
t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e r s o n a g e .  T h e  
g r e a t  w h i te  d o m e  o f  t h e  C a p i to l ,  t h e  
i n c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  im p o s in g  
g o v e r n m e n t  b u i ld in g s ,  o c c u p y in g  
s i t e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  F i n e  A r t s  
C o m m is s io n  —  a r t  g a l l e r i e s ,  
c h u r c h e s ,  a n d  h a n d s o m e  r e s id e n c e s  
g a lo r e — t h i s  h o u s e  w h e r e  a  m a r t y e d  
P r e s i d e n t  d ie d ,  a n o t h e r  w h e r e  so m e  
b e a u t i f u l  w o m a n  s t a m p e d  h e r  i n 
f lu e n c e  u p o n  s o c ia l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  
— a l l  in v i t e  a n d  c a p t u r e  o n e ’s i n 
t e r e s t .

A t t e n d i n g  o n e  a f t e r n o o n  th e  B e l-  
a s c o  T h e a t r e  l i s t e n in g  to  t h e  B e c i t a l  
o f  P o l a n d  H a y e s ,  th e  t e n o r ,  I  
t h o u g h t  o f  th e s e  t h in g s  a n d  m e n ta l 
ly  e n r o l le d  t h e  “ B e l a s c o ”  i n  t h a t  
lo n g  l i s t  o f  p i le s  o f  b r i c k  a n d  s to n e  
d e s t i n e d  to  b e  p o in t e d  o u t  a s  h a v in g  
a  s ig n if ic a n c e  a l l  i t s  o w n . A n d  
w h y ?  B e c a u s e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a n y  
r e c o r d e d  d r a m a  a n c i e n t  o r  m o d e r n  
i s  t h e  p l a y  o f  e v e n ts  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  
s e e n  e n a c te d  h e r e  b e f o r e  o u r  v e r y  
e y e s .

W i t h i n  t h e  w r i t e r ’s k e n  h e r e  h a v e  
a s s e m b le d  t h r e e  g a t h e r i n g s  w h ic h  
h a v e  f o r e s h a d o w e d  w o r ld  e v e n ts  o f  
n o  l i t t l e  s ig n if ic a n c e .

T h e  f i r s t  w a s  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  
C e l e b r a t io n  o f  t h e  e ig h t i e th  b i r t h 
d a y  o f  S u s a n  B . A n th o n y ,  a  n e v e r -  
t o - b e - f o r g o t t e n  s c e n e  b y  th o s e  p r i v 
i l e g e d  to  w i tn e s s  i t .  E v e r y  a v a i l 
a b le  s e a t  w a s  o c c u p ie d  a n d  s t a n d 
in g - r o o m  a t  p r e m iu m . O n  th e  p l a t 
f o r m  th e  w h i t e - h a i r e d  p io n e e r  s u f 

f r a g i s t  s a t ,  t h e  c e n te r  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  
w o m e n  a n d  m e n , s e le c te d  f r o m  th e  
w o r ld - a t - l a r g e ,  to  p r e s e n t  g i f t s  a n d  
g r a c io u s  w o r d s  o f  g r e e t in g .  M u c h  
t h a t  th e  o c to g e n a r ia n  h a d  s t r i v e n  
f o r  w a s  a s  y e t  u n r e a l i z e d  b u t  i n  
w h a t  h a d  a c tu a l ly  b e e n  a c c o m p 
l i s h e d  t h e r e  w a s  th e  h a r b i n g e r  o f  
w h a t  t o d a y  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ;— th e  
w o m a n  p o w e r  t h a t  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  
o u r  l a s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e le c t io n , i n  
w o m a n ’s o c c u p a t io n  o f  u n d r e a m e d  
o f  p la c e s  i n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  th e  p r o 
f e s s io n s ,  h e r  p r e s e n c e  i n  th e  u  s e a t s  
o f  th e  m i g h t y ”  a m o n g  a l l  c iv i l iz e d  
p e o p le s .

I t  w a s  t h e  s t a l w a r t  S u s a n  h e r 
s e l f  w h o , p e r h a p s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  
i n  a l l  h e r  v a r i e d  c a r e e r ,  s p o k e  f a l 
t e r in g ly ,  a s  s h e  c o n t r a s t e d  t h a t  
b r i l l i a n t  o v a t io n  w i th  o c c a s io n s  
w h e n  s h e  h a d  m e t  b a d ly  s c e n te d  
e g g s , v i t u p e r a t i o n ,  r id ic u le  a n d  
a b u s e !  N o t  e v e n  th e  m o s t  o p t im 
i s t i c  o n  t h a t  d a y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  so  
s o o n  a f t e r  h e r  a c t iv e  b r a i n  h a d  
c e a s e d  to  f u n c t io n ,  w o u ld  c o m e  th e  
d a y  o f  w o m a n ’s e m a n c ip a t io n ,  a n d  
t h a t  i n  a c c o r d  w i th  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  
B a h a ’u ’l l a h  w o m a n  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  
n o t  b e  s h o r n  o f  h e r  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  
b u t  w o u ld  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to  p l a n  a n d  l iv e  h e r  l i f e  in  a c c o r d  
w i th  h e r  o w n  id e a l s  a n d  p r in c ip le s .  
A m o n g  th e  m a n y  t e a c h in g s  o f  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  
e q u a l i t y  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , w e  f in d  
th e s e  w o r d s :

“Man and woman are equally the recipi
ents of powers and endowments from God 
the Creator. God has not ordained distinc
tion between them in His consummate 
purpose . . .  In no movement will they 
(women) be left behind. Their rights
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with men are equal in degree. They will 
enter all the administrative branches of 
politics. They will attain in all a de
gree which will be considered the very 
highest station of the world of humanity 
and will take part in all the affairs. Rest 
ye assured. Do ye not look upon the 
present conditions; in the not far distant 
future the world of women will become 
all-refulgent and all-glorious. For His 
Holiness Bahá’u’lláh hath willed it so. 
At the time of elections, the right to 
vote is the inalienable right of women, 
and the entrance of women in all the 
human departments is an irrefutable and 
incontrovertible question. No soul can 
retard or prevent it.”

T h e r e  w a s  n o  m a s c u l in e  s u p e r 
i o r i t y  h in t e d  a t  o n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f 
t h i s  S u s a n  B . A n th o n y  c e le b r a t io n .  
M a y b e  i t  w a s  n o t  e v e n  th o u g h t  
a b o u t ,  b u t  i t  d o u b t le s s  d a w n e d  u p o n  
th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  s o m e  t h a t  
h a n d ic a p ,  s u p p r e s s i o n  a n d  r e p r e s 
s io n  a s  so  lo n g  f o r c e d  u p o n  o n e - 
h a l f  o f  h u m a n i ty ,  h a d  a t  l a s t  c o m e  
to  b e  r e g a r d e d  n o t  o n ly  a n  u n j u s t  
b u t  a  f o o l i s h  th in g .  S o  o n  t h a t  d a y  
w a s  r e g i s t e r e d  in s id e  th e  w a l ls  o f  
“ B e l a s c o ”  a  f o r e c a s t  o f  t o d a y  a n d  
to m o r r o w  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  w o m a n .

T h e  se c o n d  oe  t h e  g r o u p  o f  t h r e e  
g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h i s  n o ta b le  t h e a t r e ,  
w h ic h  s e e m s  to  h a v e  f o r e s h a d o w e d  
w o r ld  e v e n ts ,  w a s  w h e n  t h e  D r a m a 
t ic  C lu b  o f  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
s t a g e d  E u g e n e  O ’N e i l l ’s p la y ,  “ T h e  
E m p e r o r  J o n e s . ”  F r o m  N e w  Y o r k  
C i ty  w h e r e  h e  h a d  p l a y e d  f o r  w e e k s  
o n  B r o a d w a y ,  c a m e  C h a r le s  G ilp in ,  
th e  c o lo r e d  a c to r ,  w h o  h a d  b r o u g h t  
to  th e  p l a y  a  d i s t i n c t io n  s c a r c e ly  
s e c o n d  to  t h a t  w h ic h  th e  p r o f o u n d  
p s y c h o lo g y  o f  th e  p l a y w r i g h t  h im 
s e l f  h a d  e a r n e d  f o r  i t .

S in c e  th e  b la c k  t r a g e d i a n ,  I r a  
A ld r id g e ,  to o k  t h e  p a r t  o f  O th e llo  
w i th  th e  g r e a t  S id d o n s  c a r r y i n g  th e  
r o le  o f  D e s d e m o n a ,  n o  p e r s o n  o f  
c o lo r  h a d  b e e n  t o l e r a t e d  u p o n  th e  
s t a g e  s a v e  a s  a  b u f f o o n , a  d o l t ,  a

sh u ff lin g , s u b s e r v i e n t  f o o l  o r  k n a v e . 
N o w , a t  l a s t ,  h e  w a s  a d m i t t e d  to  
l e g i t im a te  d r a m a  a n d  i n  m a s t e r l y  
f a s h io n  p o r t r a y e d  th e  t e r r i b l e  c o n 
s e q u e n c e s  o f  f e a r — f e a r  a s  i t  r e a c t s  
u p o n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  c o n d u c t  w h e th e r  
i t s  v ic t im  b e  w h i te  o r  b la c k . T h e  
th e m e  w a s  o ld , th e  i n t e r p r e t e r  a n d  
th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s t a r t l i n g l y  n e w  
to  th e  th e a t r e - g o in g  p u b lic .

I f  th e  u n th in k in g  lo o k e d  o n  a n d  
s a w  o n ly  a  m is g u id e d ,  v a in - g lo r io u s  
b la c k  m a n ,  r e d u c e d  f r o m  h a s t i l y  
a c h ie v e d  e x a l t a t i o n  a n d  p o w e r  to  
a b j e c t  f e a r  a n d  c o w a rd ic e ,  th e  
t h o u g h t f u l  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  th e  m e r e  i n 
c id e n t  o f  c o lo r  a n d  b e h e ld  th e  
s t r a n g e  m e ta m o r p h o s i s  w r o u g h t  b y  
s u d d e n  r i s e  to  p o s i t i o n  a n d  a u 
t h o r i t y  a n d  th e  e q u a l ly  s u d d e n  a n d  
f a r  m o r e  t r a g i c  c h a n g e  t h a t  g r i p p e d  
a n d  d e s t r o y e d  th e  p o o r  w r e tc h  w h o  
b e c a m e  th e  v ic t im  o f  c e n tu r y - o ld  
s u p e r s t i t i o n  a n d  f e a r .

L i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e  s in c e  t h a t  e v e n t  th e  
t h e a t r i c a l  w o r ld  h a s  g r o w n  k in d e r  
to  th e s e  d a r k e r  p e o p le  u n t i l  n o w  i t  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  o u t  o f  
t h e i r  u n iq u e  e m o t io n a l  a n d  d r a m a 
t ic  g i f t s  t h e y  a r e  d e s t i n e d  to  m a k e  
s o m e  g r e a t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  D r a m a 
t ic  A r t  a s  p e o p le  o f  d i s c e r n m e n t  
a n d  t a s t e  d e m a n d  i t  s h o u ld  b e  p r e 
s e n te d .

A n d  n o w  t h e  t h i r d  e p o c h a l  e v e n t  
i n  th e  h o u s e  o f  “ B e l a s c o ! ”  A g a in  
th e  p la c e  h a s  b e e n  “ s o ld  o u t ” —  
o r c h e s t r a ,  b o x e s , th e  m e z z a n in e ,  
b a lc o n y , g a l l e r y !  N o w h e r e  is  t h e r e  
a  s e a t  l e f t  v a c a n t .

T h e  p r o g r a m  r e a d s ,  “ R e c i t a l  b y  
R o la n d  H a y e s ,  T e n o r .  B e n e f i t  f o r  
G e r a ld  T y l e r .  ’ ’ I t  m a t t e r s  n o t  t h a t  
th e  s in g e r  w a s  o n c e  a  p o o r  b o y  
to i l in g  i n  th e  “ b la c k  b e l t ”  o f  th e  
S o u th ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  to  w o r k  h i s  w a y
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t h r o u g h  s c h o o l a n d  c o lle g e , b a t t l i n g  
a l l  t h e  w h ile  f o r  b re a d .  I t  m a t t e r s  
n o t  t h a t  h i s  m o th e r  h a d  b e e n  a  
s la v e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  m a t t e r  t h a t  
h e  is  b la c k .

T h e  v a s t  a u d ie n c e  c e a s e s  to  ta lk ,  
to  w h is p e r ,  a s  R o la n d  H a y e s  c o m e s  
b r i s k ly  o n  th e  s t a g e  fo l lo w e d  b y  
h is  s k i l le d  a c c o m p a n is t .  H e  s t a n d s  
t h e r e  so  s t i l l ,  so  m o d e s t ,  y e t  c o m 
m a n d in g .  T h e  e x p e c t a n t  a u d ie n c e  
w a i t s .  T h e n , a s  i f  s o m e  f a r  a w a y  
s ig n a l  h a d  f a l l e n  u p o n  M s  e a r  a lo n e , 
h e  b e g in s  to  s in g .

I t  i s  s im p ly  im p o s s ib le  to  d e 
s c r ib e  th e  w o r k  o f  t h i s  s in g e r .  T h e  
c r i t i c s  o f  G -e rm a n y , R u s s ia ,  I t a l y  
a n d  H o l la n d  h a v e  h e a p e d  e n c o 
m iu m s  u p o n  h im . H e  n e v e r  d i s a p 
p o in t s  th e  m o s t  c u l tu r e d  a u d ie n c e .

“ H i s  t o n e , ”  s a y s  th e  A m s t e r 
d a m  T e l e g r a a f ,  “ c o m e s  o u t  o f  th e  
v o id , a l iv e  a n d  s o f t ,  c le a r  a n d  s u p 
p le  a n d  i t  r a d i a t e s .  I t  h a s  n o  w e a k  
p o in t s ,  i t  i s  l ik e  a  b e a u t i f u l  f r u i t ,  
t e n d e r  a n d  s o u n d  . . .  I t  g ro w s  a s  
lo v e  c a n  g r o w .”

I n  th e  “ E v e n in g  K i e v ”  o f  R u s s i a  
w e  f in d  t h i s :

“ T h e  s in g in g  o f  m o s t  s in g e r s  
m a y  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  a  m o n o lo g u e , 
b u t  H a y e s  is  s p e a k in g  to  th e  s o u ls  
o f  th e  a u d ie n c e .”

I t  m a y  w e ll  b e  s a id  b y  th o s e  w h o  
k n o w  R o la n d  H a y e s ,  w h o  h a v e  
k n o w n  h im  s in c e  th e  t im e  w h e n  h e  
h im s e l f  w a s  u n k n o w n , p o o r  a n d  
o b s c u r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  c r i t i c  h a s  
s e n s e d  th e  in n e r m o s t  s p i r i t  o f  th e  
g r e a t  s in g e r .  G r e a t e r  e v e n  t h a n  
h is  g i f t  o f  s o n g  is  th e  s p i r i t u a l  e n 
d o w m e n t  o f  t h i s  d a r k - b r o w e d  m a n . 
B o r n  in  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  
l i s t e n in g  f r o m  b o y h o o d  to  so m e  in 

w a r d  p r o m p t i n g  t h a t  c a l le d  h im  to  
th e  h e ig h t s  o f  l i f e ,  o n e  m u s t  r e a l iz e  
t h a t  h e  h a s  r e f u s e d  to  b e  h a n d i 
c a p p e d  b y  c o lo r ,  h a s  l i f t e d  t h a t  s e n 
s i t iv e  d a r k  f a c e  s t e a d i ly  a w a y  f r o m  
p r e ju d ic e  a n d  in ju s t i c e .  W i t h  a  
p h i lo s o p h y  a l l  h is  o w n , h e  h a s  c o n 
c lu d e d  t h a t  p r e ju d i c e  i s  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  la c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  W h e n  h e  
s in g s ,  h e  s in g s  n e i t h e r  to  b la c k  n o r  
w h ite , b u t  to the  w orld .  W h e n  c o m 
p l im e n te d  u p o n  h i s  m a r v e lo u s  w il l  
p o w e r ,  so  e x h ib i te d  t h r o u g h  a l l  h is  
c a r e e r ,  h e  s m ile s  s e r e n e ly  a n d  q u e s 
t io n s ,  “ D o  y o u  n o t  t h in k  w il l  p o w e r  
is  a s  m u c h  a  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t  a s  
v o ic e  ? ’ ’

R o la n d  H a y e s  n e v e r  d i s s ip a te s .  
M in d , b o d y , s p i r i t ,  a r e  c o n s e c r a te d  
to  h i s  a r t .  H e  l ik e s  to  s p e n d  h o u r s  
a lo n e , a n d  m a y  o f te n  b e  f o u n d  c o n 
t e m p la t iv e ly  r e a d i n g  so m e  b io g 
r a p h y  w h ic h  h e  p r e f e r s  to  p o e t r y  o r  
d r a m a .

H e  b r o o d s  t e n d e r l y  o v e r  h is  
s t r u g g l i n g  r a c i a l  g r o u p ,  a n d  is  
f o u n d in g  a  s c h o o l f o r  c o lo re d  y o u th  
i n  th e  S t a t e  a n d  o n  th e  f a r m  w h e r e  
h i s  a d o r e d  m o th e r  to i le d  t h r o u g h  
a l l  h e r  w e a r y  y e a r s .

T h i s  W a s h in g to n  R e c i t a l  w a s  
g iv e n  f o r  a  f e l lo w -m u s ic ia n  w h o  h a s  
s u f f e r e d  p a i n  a n d  lo s s ,  a n d  w h o s e  
m a r v e lo u s  s k i l l  i n  b r in g i n g  t h u n d 
e r o u s  to n e s ,  w i th  h is  o n e  h a n d ,  f r o m  
th e  g r a n d  p ia n o ,  w a s  s e c o n d  o n ly  to  
th e  w o r k  o f  H a y e s  h im s e lf .

O h , h o u s e  o f  “ B e l a s c o ” — f o r  th e  
t h i r d  t im e  y o u  h a v e  f o r e s h a d o w e d  
w o r ld  e v e n ts ,— e v e n  th e  d a y  w h e n  
th e  “ B r o th e r h o o d  o f  M a n ”  s h a l l  b e  
e s ta b l i s h e d ,  w h e n  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  
n e i t h e r  c la s s e s  n o r  c r e e d s ,  a n d  in  
th e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n  L o v e  s h a l l  r u l e  
t r i u m p h a n t !
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“THE SANCTUARY OF GOD”
D b . C h a b l e s  S . F e i n k

“The soul is the Sanctuary of God; Reason is His Throne.”—’Abdu’l-Bahd.

T H E  m o r e  w e  m a y  p o n d e r  o v e r  
th e  s p i r i t u a l  m e a n in g  o f  th e s e  

f e w  w o r d s ,  th e  m o r e  w e  a r e  im 
p r e s s e d  w i th  t h e i r  w is d o m . L e t  n s  
c o n s id e r  t h a t  a n c ie n t  w o r d  “ s o u l .”  
H o w  o f te n  i n  o u r  l i f e t im e  h a v e  w e  
s p o k e n , w r i t t e n ,  r e a d  a n d  h e a r d  th e  
w o r d  “ s o u l ”  a n d  h o w  m a n y  o f  u s  
a r e  p r e p a r e d ,  i f  s u d d e n ly  c o n f r o n t 
e d  w i th  th e  n e c e s s i ty ,  to  g iv e  a  c lear*  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  
r e l a t i v e  f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  s o u l in  i t s  
e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  m in d  
a n d  s p i r i t ?  W o u ld  i t  n o t  b e  a  t e s t  
o f  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  d e 
t a i l e d  a n d  lu m in o u s  d e f in i t io n s  a n d  
e x p la n a t io n s  in  th e  B a h a ’i  t e a c h 
in g s  u p o n  t h i s  v i t a l  s u b je c t?

T o  s tu d y  th e  “ n u m e r o u s  r e a l i 
t i e s ”  o f  “ s o u l ”  is  to  k n o w  s o m e 
t h in g  o f  th e  u n i v e r s a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f 
l i f e  a s  a  w h o le . S u c h  s tu d y  s h o u ld  
h e lp  u s  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  “ s o u l ”  is  th e  
a c t iv e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  a  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  
in  a l l  t h e  k in g d o m s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  
t h a t  i s — “ I n  th e  m i n e r a l  k in g d o m , 
s o u l  is  c a l le d  ‘l a t e n t  f o r c e ’ ; ”  “ in  
th e  v e g e ta b le ,  k in g d o m  i t  i s  c a l le d  
‘v i r t u e  a u g m e n t a t i v e ’ o r  th e  p o w e r  
o f  g r o w t h ; ”  “ i n  th e  a n im a l  k in g 
d o m  i t  i s  c a l le d  ‘ s e n s e  p e r c e p t i o n ’ 
o r  i n s t i n c t ; ”  “ in  th e  h u m a n  w o r ld ,  
s o u l  s ig n if ie s  th e  ‘ r a t i o n a l  b e i n g , ’ 
o r  m i n d .”

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  
in c l in e d  to  a s s o c ia te  th e  w o r d  s o u l 
w i th  h u m a n  b e in g s  o n ly . T h i s  is  
p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  to  th o s e  w h o  a r e  
n o t  in f o r m e d  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
a t t r i b u t e s  o f  th e  a n im a l  s o u l,  a s  
w e ll  a s  th o s e  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l  a n d

v e g e ta b le  k in g d o m s ,  a r e  a ls o  i n 
h e r e n t  q u a l i t i e s  i n  m a n .  T h e r e  a r e  
o th e r  p e o p le  w h o  im a g in e  t h a t  th e  
s o u l o f  th e  a n im a l  is ,  l ik e  t h a t  o f  
th e  h u m a n ,  p e r p e t u a t e d  in  th e  
“ a f t e r  l i f e . ”  S in c e  “ s o u l ”  is  c o m 
m o n  to  b o th  th e  a n im a l  a n d  th e  h u 
m a n  k in g d o m s  w h e r e in  l ie s  th e  d i f 
f e r e n c e ?  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  e x p la in s —  
“ T h is  t e r m  s o u l  a s  a p p l i e d  to  th e  
a n im a l  k in g d o m , is  a ls o  a  n a t u r a l  
( n o t  s p i r i t u a l )  q u a l i t y  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  th e  m ix tu r e  o f  e le m e n ts ,  a n d  
i t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e i r  m in g l in g  a n d  
c o m b in a t io n ,  f o r  i t  i s  a  q u a l i ty  
w h ic h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  
o f  b o d ie s  ( o r g a n i s m s ) ,  a n d  is  d i s 
p e r s e d  a t  t h e i r  d e c o m p o s i t io n . 
F r o m  th i s  w e  a r e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
th e  a n im a l  s o u l  is  n o t  e n d o w e d  w i th  
th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  a t t a i n i n g  im m o r 
t a l i t y ,  a s  th e  l i f e  f o r c e  i s  d i s p e r s e d  
a t  th e  d e c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  a n im a l  
t i s s u e s . ”  F r o m  th i s  w e  w il l  c o n 
c lu d e  t h a t  p h y s ic a l  d e a th  o f  th e  
a n im a l  e n d s  a l l  i n  so  f a r  a s  th e  i n 
d iv id u a l  is  c o n c e rn e d . B r ie f ly ,  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s o u l  o f  th e  
a n im a l  a n d  t h a t  o f  th e  h u m a n  is  
t h a t  th e  a n im a l  la c k s  th e  i n h e r e n t  
c a p a c i ty  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t  h ig h e r  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  a n  a n im a l .  N o t  so  w i th  
th e  h u m a n  o r  “ r a t i o n a l  b e i n g ”  f o r  
w e  r e a d — “ I n  th e  h u m a n  w o r ld ,  
s o u l  s ig n if ie s  th e  ‘ r a t i o n a l  b e i n g ’ 
o r  m in d . T h i s  h a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  e x 
is te n c e  b e fo re  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  in  th e  
h u m a n  l i f e . ”  A g a in ,  “ B e c a u s e  o f  
i t s  a t t a c h m e n t  to  m a t t e r  a n d  th e  
p h y s ic a l  f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  b o d y  i t  i s  
c a l le d  th e  h u m a n  s o u l. W h e n  i t
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m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  a s  th e  t h in k e r ,  th e  
c o m p r e h e n d e r ,  i t  i s  c a l le d  th e  m in d . 
A n d  w h e n  i t  s o a r s  in to  th e  a tm o s 
p h e r e  o f  G o d , a n d  t r a v e l s  i n  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld ,  i t  i s  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  
s p i r i t .  ’ ’

“ T h e  s o u l  is  t h e  S a n c t u a r y  o f 
G o d . ”  W e  c a n  n o w  r e a l i z e  h o w  th e  
e n t i r e  u n iv e r s e  c o n s t i tu te s  H is  
‘ ‘ S a n c tu a r y .  ”  “  S p i r i t ,  f lo w in g  o u t  
f r o m  G o d , p e r m e a te s  a l l  m a t t e r .  
T h i s  s p i r i t  L o v e , r e f le c t in g  th e  p o s i 
t iv e  a n d  a c t iv e  a s p e c t  o f  G o d , im 
p r e s s e s  i t s  n a t u r e  u p o n  th e  a to m s  
a n d  e le m e n ts .”

M a n  b e in g  f in i te  a n d  l im i te d ,  c a n  
o n ly  e x p r e s s  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
G o d  “ i n  t e r m s ”  s u c h  a s  “ L o v e ,”  
“ T r u t h , ”  “ L i f e , ”  e tc . T h e  in t e l l i 
g e n t  m a t e r i a l i s t  o r  u n b e l ie v e r  w h o  
s e n s e s  t h a t ,  “ T h e  D iv in e  R e a l i t y  is  
f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  m a n ”  a n d  t h a t  
“ I t s  e s s e n c e ”  is  “ b e y o n d  h u m a n  
c o m p r e h e n s io n ”  m u s t ,  to  a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  h e  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
( t h e  C a u s e  o f  l i f e ) ,  g iv e  i t  a  n a m e , 
so  h e  c a l l s  I t  “ n a t u r a l  f o r c e s ”  a n d  
th u s  a v o id s  th e  u s e  o f  th e  n a m e  o f  
G o d , th e  in f in i te ,  u n k n o w a b le  e s 
se n c e .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  to ld  to  lo v e  G o d  
w i th  a l l  o u r  h e a r t s .  S in c e  th e  D i
v in e  R e a l i t y  o r  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  G o d  
i s  b e y o n d  h u m a n  c o m p re h e n s io n ,  
h o w  th e n  a r e  w e  a b le  to  lo v e  a  G o d  
so  e n t i r e l y  r e m o te  f r o m  u s 1? W e  
a r e  a ls o  e n jo in e d  to  “ lo v e  a l l  h u 
m a n i t y  a l i k e . ”  “ H o w  c a n  w e  lo v e  
a n o t h e r  w h o s e  p e r s o n a l i t y  is  u n 
p l e a s a n t  ! ’ ’

W e  k n o w  t h a t  m a n  h a s  a  p e r 
s o n a l i ty .  S o m e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w e  
lo v e  e a s i ly ,  o th e r s  w e  m a y  h a t e  j u s t  
a s  r e a d i ly .  A  p e r s o n a l  lo v e  m a y  
b e c o m e  so  in te n s e  a s  to  m a k e  u s  
m is e r a b l e ,  l ik e w is e  a  p e r s o n a l  d i s 

l ik e  m a y  m a k e  u s  e q u a l ly  u n h a p p y .  
I f  th e s e  tw o  e x t r e m e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  
l ik e  a n d  d i s l ik e  c a u s e  s u c h  u n h a p 
p in e s s ,  t h e n  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  lo v e  
t h a t  o v e r lo o k s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  o t h e r 
w is e , th e  c o m m a n d  to  “ lo v e  a l l  h u 
m a n i t y  a l i k e ”  w o u ld  b e  a  h u m a n  
im p o s s ib i l i ty .

L e t  u s  s u p p o s e  t h a t  w e  e x e r c is e  
o u r  “ f r e e  h u m a n  w i l l ”  in  a n  e f f o r t  
to  t r y  to  lo v e  s o m e  o n e  w h o s e  p e r 
s o n a l i ty  o f f e n d s  u s .  W i l l  n o t  th e  
f i r s t  f a c u l t y  to  c o m e  in to  p l a y  b e  
t h a t  o f  r e a s o n !  “ R e a s o n  i s  H i s  
T h r o n e . ”  I s  n o t  t h i s  p e c u l i a r  
r e a s o n in g  f a c u l ty  o f  o u r s  t h a t  w h ic h  
d i s t in g u i s h e s  u s  f r o m  th e  a n im a l ,  
t h a t  w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d s  “ s e n s e  p e r 
c e p t i o n ”  o r  “ i n s t i n c t ! ”  I s  n o t  th e  
f a c u l ty  o f  r e a s o n  a  g i f t  to  m a n  
a lo n e  a n d  a  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  h e  m a y  
r i s e  f r o m  th e  m o r t a l  s t a t e  o f  u n 
r e a s o n in g ,  i n s t in c t iv e  a n im a l i s m  to  
a  p la c e  n e a r  ‘ ‘ H is  T h r o n e ! ’ ’

T h e  f a c u l t y  o f  r e a s o n  p r e - s u p -  
p o s e s  m in d  o r  in te l le c t .  “ G r o w th  
is  f r o m  th e  m e n t a l  s t a t i o n  to  th e  
s p i r i t u a l ;  s o m e th in g  l ik e  th e  d e v e l
o p m e n t  f r o m  s o ld ie r  to  C o m 
m a n d e r .  ’ ’

I t  i s  d if f ic u lt  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  s o m e  
o n e  t r y i n g  to  “ lo v e  a l l  h u m a n i ty  
a l ik e  ’ ’ w i th o u t  f i r s t  h a v in g  w e ll  d e 
v e lo p e d  r e a s o n i n g  f a c u l t i e s .  R a 
t io n a l i ty ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  in  so  f a r  a s  
th e  a v e r a g e  s o u l  is  c o n c e rn e d , i s  b u t  
a  r e l a t i v e  t e r m .  T h e r e  i s  e v e r y  
e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  t r u l y  r a t i o n a l  s o u l  
is  o n e  w h o s e  m in d  is  i l lu m in e d  in  
th e  s u n l ig h t  o f  i t s  b e in g — th e  H o ly  
S p i r i t .  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  s a y s ,  “ M in d  
is  th e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  s o u l ’s p o w e r s .”

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a n  in te l l e c t  m a y  b e  
p o w e r f u l  a lo n g  c e r t a i n  s p e c ia l iz e d  
l in e s — e v e n  to  a  p o in t  o f  g e n iu s  o r  
m a d n e s s .  M e n ta l  m o u n ta in s ,  l e t  u s  
s a y ,  w h o s e  r o c k y  p e a k s  a r e  f e w  a s



c o m p a r e d  to  t h e  d e e p  s h a d o w s  in  
th e  s p a c io u s  v a l l e y s  b e lo w . H i s 
t o r y  is  f u l l  o f  s u c h .

T h e r e  i s  n o  d o g m a t ic  f o r m u l a  b y  
w h ic h  w e  m a y  a t t a i n  t h i s  i m p e r 
s o n a l ,  s e lf le s s  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e , so  i t  
s e e m s . “ S o u ls  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  c a 
p a c i t y  to  r e c e iv e  a n d  m a n i f e s t  t h e  
L i g h t  o f  th e  S p i r i t .  B a h a ’u ’l la h  
s a id ,  T h e r e  a r e  a s  m a n y  w a y s  to  
G o d  a s  th e  b r e a t h s  o f  H i s  h u m a n  
c r e a t u r e s . ”  E a c h  s o u l  m u s t  d e 
v e lo p  a c c o r d in g  to  i t s  i n d iv id u a l  
c a p a c i ty .  T h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  d e 
v e lo p m e n t ,  “ th o u g h t ,  m e m o r y ,  r e a 
s o n  a n d  th e  e m o t io n a l  c a p a c i t i e s ”  
m a y  b e  e n jo y e d  b y  a l l  w h o  a r e  
s p i r i t u a l i z e d  o r  h u m a n iz e d  in to  th e

T H E B A H A ’f

d ig n i ty  a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  “ r a t i o n a l  
b e in g s .”

T h e  r a t i o n a l  f a c u l t i e s  o f  th e  
B a h a ’i  s t u d e n t  w i l l  s u r e ly  b e c o m e  
s y m m e t r i c a l l y  d e v e lo p e d  b y  b a s k 
in g  in  th e  r a y s  f r o m  th e  a n c ie n t  
“ S u n  o f  T r u t h ”  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  in  
th e  c a p a c io u s  “ L a m p ”  o f  th e  
m o d e r n  w o r ld — B a h a ’u ’l la h .  T h e n , 
w ill  t h e  s in c e r e  s t u d e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  
t h e  t h r i l l i n g  m o v e m e n t  o f  “ g r o w t h ”  
f r o m  th e  “ m e n ta l  s t a t i o n  to  th e  
s p i r i t u a l . ”  T h e n  w i l l  h e  h a p p i ly  
a p p r e c i a t e  th e  w is d o m  in v o lv e d  i n  
th e  w o r d s ,  “ T h e  S o u l  i s  th e  S a n c 
t u a r y  o f  G o d ;  B e a s o n  i s  H is  
T h r o n e . ”  ( A l l  q u o ta t i o n s  in  th i s  
a r t i c l e  a r e  f r o m  th e  B a h a ’i  T e a c h 
in g s .)
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THE HOLY LAND TODAY
R u t h  E l l is  M o f f e t t

A  v i s i t  t o  th e  H o ly  L a n d ,  w h e r e  
e v e r y  s to n e ,  e v e r y  c o r n e r  a n d  

e v e r y  p a t h  s p e a k s  w i th  h i s t o r i c  
m e m o r ie s  a n d  p a l p i t a t e s  w i th  
s to r i e s  o f  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  
P r o p h e t s ,  a n d  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  th e  
C h r i s t ,  r e q u i r e s  d e e p  p r e l i m i n a r y  
s tu d y  a n d  c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n .  O n e  
n e e d s  e s p e c ia l ly  a  s p i r i t u a l  p r e p 
a r a t i o n  to  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  p r o f o u n d  
m y s t ic i s m  w h ic h  s u r r o u n d s  a n d  i l 
lu m in a te s  th e  c o u n t r y s id e  o f  G a l i 
le e , S a m a r i a  a n d  th e  h i l l s  o f  J u d e a ,  
a n d  th e n  th e y  m i g h t  b e  a b le  to  p i c 
t u r e  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  o f  th e  l iv e s  o f  th o s e  
s im p le  b u t  g r e a t  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  th e  
p a s t  a s  t h e y  l iv e d  a n d  s u f f e r e d  a n d  
p r a y e d .

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d  
lo s e s  i t s e l f  i n  th e  d im  m is t s  o f  th e

a g e s .  T h e r e  is  a n  a n c ie n t  le g e n d  
t h a t  ’A k k a  w a s  th e  h o m e  o f  A d a m . 
H e r e  le g e n d  a n d  h i s t o r y  w e a v e  a  
f a i r y - l ik e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  p a s t .

P i c t u r e  f o r  y o u r s e l f  a  n a r r o w  
s t r i p  o f  r o u g h ,  ro c k y ,  m o u n ta in o u s  
l a n d  b e tw e e n  tw o  g r e a t  r e s e r v o i r s  
o f  p u r e  a i r — t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
S e a  a n d  th e  G r e a t  D e s e r t .  T h e  a t 
m o s p h e r e  h a s  a  s i n g u l a r  p u r i t y  a n d  
t r a n s l u c e n t  q u a l i t y ,  so  t h a t  th e  
c o lo r s  m u s t  b e  m ix e d  o n  t h e  p a l e t t e  
o f  th e  im a g i n a t i o n  w i th  th e  m o s t  
m e llo w  a n d  d e l ic a te  t i n t s .

N e x t  s k e tc h  r a p i d l y ,  m a n y  ro c k y , 
b a r r e n ,  m o u n ta in  r a n g e s ,  s e v e r a l  
l a r g e  s a n d y  p la in s ,  a  f e w  s m a l l  v a l 
le y s  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  c u l t iv a te d .  
P a i n t  i n  v iv id  c o lo r s  a  h e te r o g e n e 
o u s  m a s s  o f  a l l  k in d s  o f  p e o p le ,  w i th
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d i f f e r in g  c u s to m s , c o s tu m e s ,  s t a n d 
a r d s  o f  l iv in g ,  a n d  g r a d e s  o f  d e 
v e lo p m e n t .  T h e s e ,  a l l  u n a m a l g a 
m a te d  a n d  w a r r i n g  w i th  e a c h  o th e r  
u n t i l  E n g l a n d  r e a c h e s  o u t  a  r e s c u 
in g  h a n d ,  r e s t r a i n i n g  a n d  b r in g i n g  
a  s e m b le n c e  o f  o r d e r  o u t  o f  c h a o s .

W e  f in d  in  th i s  l i t t l e  s t r i p  o f  la n d ,  
n o  lo n g e r  t h a n  f r o m  A lb a n y  to  N e w  
Y o r k  C ity ,  th e  B r id g e  o f  S ig h s  o f  
h i s to r y .  I t  i s  th e  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  
th e  n o r t h  a n d  th e  s o u th ,  th e  c o n n e c 
t in g  l in k  b e tw e e n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  
w e s t . I t  i s  th e  f o o t s to o l  o f  k in g s ,  
th e  k e y n o te  o f  e m p ir e s ,  th e  b a t t l e 
f ie ld  w h o s e  s o i l  is  s t a i n e d  w i th  th e  
b lo o d  o f  w a r s  in n u m e r a b le ,  a n d  i t  
is  th e  h o m e  o f  o u t la w s ,  th e  s h r in e  
o f  m a r t y r s ,  s a in t s  a n d  P r o p h e t s  b y  
th e  s c o re .

I n  P a l e s t i n e  t h e r e  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
M o s le m s , J e w s ,  S a m a r i t a n s ,  G e r 
m a n s ,  I n d i a n s ,  R u s s ia n s ,  P e r s i a n s ,  
A r m e n ia n s  a n d  S y r ia n s '— a l l  h a t 
i n g  a n d  m u tu a l ly  s u s p ic io u s  o f  e a c h  
o th e r .

I n  721  B . C. I s r a e l ’s g lo r y  d e 
p a r t e d  a n d  th e s e  p e o p le  h a d  n o  p a r t  
in  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  P a l e s t i n e  f o r  o v e r  
2 ,000  y e a r s .  P a l e s t i n e  w a s  s u c c e s 
s iv e ly  r u l e d  b y  A s s y r i a ,  B a b y lo n ,  
P e r s i a ,  G re e c e , S y r i a ,  R o m e  a n d  
l a s t  b y  th e  T u r k s  f o r  700  y e a r s .  
T h e s e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  h a d  a  v e r y  
d i s a s t r o u s  e f fe c t  u p o n  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  
e c o n o m ic  a n d  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y .

B u t  a l r e a d y ,  in  th e  s h o r t  t im e  
s in c e  E n g l a n d  h a s  t a k e n  P a l e s t i n e  
a s  a  m a n d a te ,  t h e r e  is  m a r k e d  im 
p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a n i t a t i o n ,  g o o d  
r o a d s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i ld in g s  w i th  
r e d  t i l e d  r o o f s ,  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  b e g 
g a r s  a n d  l e p e r s  a n d  g e n e r a l  s ig n s  
o f  p r o g r e s s  in  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  l i f e .

I t  s e e m s  th e  w e a k e s t  s p o t  i n  th e  
p r o g r e s s i v e  p r o g r a m  w h ic h  E n g 

la n d  h a s  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  so  f a r ,  i s  
in  th e  f ie ld  o f  e d u c a t io n .  T h i s  is  
f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  f i r s t ,  f in a n c ia l ,  
f o r  n o t  e n o u g h  m o n e y  h a s  b e e n  
a v a i l a b le ;  s e c o n d , b e c a u s e  th e  J e w s  
a r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le  
b y  e s t a b l i s h in g  a n  e x c e l le n t  s c h o o l 
s y s te m . T h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  a ls o  
d o in g  f a i r l y  w e ll  w i th  t h e i r  o w n , 
l e a v in g  th e  d iff ic u lt p r o b le m , h o w 
e v e r ,  o f  th e  b ig  m a s s  o f  M o s le m  
p e o p le  f o r  E n g l a n d  to  c a r e  f o r ;  in  
th e  t h i r d  p la c e ,  s e v e n - e ig h th s  o f  th e  
M o s le m s  a r e  t o t a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e  a n d  
r e s e n t  b e in g  e d u c a te d .  S o  th e r e  is ,  
a  g r e a t  n e e d  f o r  s y m p a th e t i c  t e a c h 
e r s .

T h e  J e w i s h  U n iv e r s i t y ,  f o u n d e d  
b y  E i n s t e i n  is  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  
is  a l r e a d y  b e c o m in g  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  U n iv e r s i t i e s  t a k in g  u p  a d v a n c e d  
w o rk  w h e r e  o th e r  U n iv e r s i t i e s  d i s 
c o n t in u e .  T h e r e  a r e  m o d e r n  la b -  
r a t o r i e s  in  b io lo g y  a n d  c o l lo id a l  
c h e m is t r y ,  th e o lo g y ,  h i s to r y ,  l i t e r a 
tu r e ,  la w  a n d  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  
J e w .  T h e y  h a v e  E n g l a n d  to  t h a n k  
a g a in  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  e d u c a t io n a l  o p 
p o r t u n i t y .

T h e  E n g l i s h  s o ld ie r  b o y s  a r e  d o 
in g  t h e i r  b i t ,  w i th  g r e a t  c o u r te s y  
a n d  t a c t .  B r u c e  B a r t o n  s a y s  t h a t  
i f  th e  J e w s  a t t e m p t  to  s e t  u p  a  g o v 
e r n m e n t  o f  t h e i r  o w n , t h e r e  w il l  b e  
a  g r e a t  r e v o l t  w h ic h  w il l  w ip e  o u t  
th e  J e w s  e n t i r e ly .  T h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  
h o w  s t r o n g  t h e  f e e l in g  is  a g a i n s t  
th e  J e w s .  T h e  h o p e  o f  h a r m o n y  
a n d  p e a c e  a n d  c o o p e r a t io n ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  l ie s  w i th  th e  c h i ld r e n ,  a s  th e y  
b e c o m e  e d u c a te d  a n d  e n l ig h te n e d .

I t  i s  p l a i n  to  a n y o n e  t h a t  th e  
p r o b le m s  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d  a r e  t o 
d a y ,  c o m p l ic a te d  a n d  o f  a  m o s t  
d e l ic a te  c h a r a c t e r .

T h e r e  a r e  in c o n s id e r a b le  g r o u p s  
o f  e v e r y  r e l i g io n  in  th e  w o r ld ,  e a c h
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w i th  s o m e  k in d  o f  a  c e n te r  i n  th e  
H o ly  L a n d .  T h e  s a m e  i l l  f e e l in g  
a n d  la c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c o n 
s t a n t l y  s e e n  b e tw e e n  th e  r a c i a l  
g r o u p s  e x is t s  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  
r e l ig io u s  c a m p s .

T h e r e  a r e  s h r in e s  o f  m a n y  o f  
th e s e  r e l ig io u s  g r o u p s ,  a n c ie n t  a n d  
m o d e r n ,  a l l  o v e r  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  
la n d .  O n e  l i t t l e  k n o w n  b u t  m o s t  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  is  th e  S h r in e  o f  th e  S a 
m a r i t a n s ,  a t  N a b lu s .  T h e  S a m a r i 
t a n s  a r e  a  d w in d l in g  r e m n a n t  o f  
B a b y lo n ia n  c o lo n is ts .  I n  th e  7 th  c e n 
t u r y  B . C ., th e  A s s y r i a n  c o n q u e r o r s  
h a d  p l a n t e d  th e m  to  r e p la c e  th e  
I s r a e l i t e  p o p u la t i o n  o f  S a m a r i a ,  
w h o  w e r e  d e p o r t e d  f i f ty  y e a r s  b e 
f o r e ,  to  c o u n t r i e s  e a s t  o f  th e  E u 
p h r a t e s .  O n  th e  r e t u r n  o f  th e  J e w s  
f r o m  e x ile  in  536  B . C ., t h e  S a 
m a r i t a n s  w e r e  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  ta k e  
p a r t  i n  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  T e m p le  
a t  J e r u s a l e m ,  so  t h e y  b u i l t  o n e  o f  
t h e i r  o w n  o n  M t. G e r iz im  a n d  t h e r e 
b y  s t e r o t y p e d  th e  r a c e  a n d  w o r s h ip  
so  s h a r p l y  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  a s s o c ia 
t io n  w i th  th e  J e w s ,  e v e n  to  t h i s  d a y .

A l l  th e  v a r i o u s  r e l ig io n s  o f  th e  
w o r ld  s e e m  to  b e  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  
th o s e  t h a t  a r e  m o s t  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
a n d  th o s e  t h a t  a r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  in  
t h e i r  id e a l s .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  a p p a r e n t  
a m o n g  th e  J e w s  a n d  w e  a r e  s u r 
p r i s e d  to  l e a r n  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c o m in g  
m o re  e v id e n t  t o d a y  a m o n g  th e  M u 
h a m m a d a n s .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  C o n s t a n t i 
n o p le  W o m a n ’s C o lle g e  t o ld  m e  o f  
th e  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  T u r k e y  w h ic h  
s e e m s  to  b e  a  h a r b i n g e r  o f  c o n d i
t io n s  e v o lv in g  in  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  
w o r ld . S h e  s a id  t h a t  i n  T u r k e y ,  
M u h a m m a d a n is m  i s  d e a d .  A  w in d  
r e v iv e s  i t  f o r  a  t im e ,  b u t  i t s  r e 
v iv a l  d o e s  n o t  l a s t  lo n g . T h e r e  is  
n o th in g  th e y  h a v e  y e t  f o u n d  to

ta k e  i t ’s p la c e .  T h e y  a r e  t h r o u g h  
w ith  d o g m a s .  T h e y  a r e  w i l l in g  to  
a c c e p t  n e w  id e a s  a n d  a r e  t r y i n g  to  
ta k e  th e  b e s t  o f t h e  o ld  a n d  th e  n e w  
f o r  th e  g o o d  o f t h e  p e o p le .

B u t  i t  i s  r a t h e r  d i s c o n c e r t in g  th e  
w a y  th e y  lo o k  u p  to  th e  p e o p le  o f 
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i th  t r u s t  a n d  a  
b e l ie f  t h a t  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  a r e  h o n 
e s t. T h e y  a r e  n o w  r e l ig io u s ly  t o l 
e r a n t ,  b u t  a r e  r a b i d  a g a in s t  
p r o s e ly t in g .  T h e y  q u ic k ly  c lo se  
th e  s c h o o ls  o f  th o s e  w h o  te a c h  
r e l ig io n  o f  a n y  k in d .  S h e  s a id  
“ I f  w e  A m e r ic a n s  a r e  w e lc o m e d  
to  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  s h o w n  e v e r y  
c o u r te s y  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  th e y  
d e m a n d  t h a t  w e  t e a c h  n o  r e l ig io n ,  
w e  s h o u ld  k e e p  f a i t h  w i th  th e m  
u n t i l  t h e  d o o r s  s h a l l  o p e n  w i d e r . ”

“ E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  b e f o r e  
1 9 2 3 ”  s h e  s a id ,  “ d o e s  n o t  e x is t  t o 
d a y . T h e  y o u n g  T u r k s  a r e  t r y i n g  
to  p u t  th e  b e s t  f o o t  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  
a r e  g r a t e f u l  to  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f o r  a l l  w e  a r e  d o in g  to  h e lp  h e r  
s a v e  h e r  s e l f  r e s p e c t .  B u t  w e  m u s t  
be  m o r e  p a t i e n t  a n d  s y m p a th e t i c  
a n d  c o - o p e r a t iv e .  W e  m u s t  g e t  a  
n e w  s e t  o f  r e l ig io u s  p r in c ip l e s  o v e r  
to  th e  T u r k i s h  y o u n g  w o m e n .”  I t  
s e e m s  to  b e  t h e  te n d e n c y  o f  th e  
y o u n g  M u h a m m a d a n  in  th e  H o ly  
L a n d  to d a y  to  r e b u i ld  th e  b e s t  f r o m  
o ld  T u r k e y ,  a n d  a d d  th e  n e w  fro !m  
th e  w e s t e r n  w o r ld .  O f  a l l  th e  n a t 
u r a l  s h r in e s  i n  P a l e s t i n e  to d a y  
n o n e  a r e  m o r e  e n d u r in g ,  s y m b o lic  
a n d  f r e e  f r o m  th e  m a n - w r o u g h t  
w eb  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  t h a n  a r e  th e  
b e a u t i f u l  S e a  o f  G a li le e  a n d  m a 
je s t ic ,  o ld , M t. C a r m e l .  T h e  S e a  
n e s t l e s  in  c a lm , m i r r o r - l i k e  b lu e 
n e s s ,  700  f e e t  b e lo w  th e  le v e l  o f  th e  
s e a . I t  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s o f t ly  
c u r v in g  h i l l s  a n d  b o r d e r e d  w i th  a  
s t r i p  o f  g o ld e n  s a n d .  I t  i s  t h i r t e e n
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m ile s  f r o m  n o r t h  to  s o u th ,  a n d  s ix  
m ile s  f r o m  e a s t  to  w e s t .  T h i s  b e a u 
t i f u l  s p o t  w h e r e  J e s u s  th e  C h r i s t  
to ld  th e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  g o o d  S a m a r i 
ta n ,  a n d  th e n  s a id ,  “ Y e  s h a l l  b e  m y  
w i tn e s s e s ,  b o th  i n  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  
J u d e a  a n d  in  S a m a r i a  a n d  u n to  th e  
u t t e r m o s t  p a r t s  o f  th e  e a r t h . ”  A n d  
w h e re  H e  s a id  to  th e  f is h e rm e n , 
“ C o m e , fo l lo w  m e , a n d  I  w il l  m a k e  
y o u  f i s h e r s  o f  m e n ,”  i s  s u r e ly  o n e  
o f  t h e  m o s t  t r u l y  im p r e s s i v e  n a t 
u r a l  s h r in e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y :  T h i s  
is  d o u b ly  so  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  m o r e  
r e c e n t  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  M a s te r  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  W h o  a ls o  t a u g h t  th e  
p e o p le  b e s id e  th e  t id e le s s  s e a .

W h e n  b a th e d  in  s u n s h in e  a n d  i n 
h a l in g  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  p u r e  o p e n  
s p a c e s ,  a n d  w i th  f a c e  t u r n e d  h e a v 
e n w a r d ,  o n e  in s t i n c t iv e ly  r e p l i e s ,  
“ Y e s , L o r d ,  I  w i l l  fo l lo w  T h e e  
t o o . ”

T o  a p p r e c i a t e  M t. C a r m e l ,  T h e  
M o u n ta in  o f  G-od, w e  m u s t  t u r n  
b a c k  th e  p a g e s  o f  h i s t o r y  f o r  a  
m o m e n t .  D u r i n g  th e  G re c o -R o 
m a n  d a y s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t  th i s  f a m o u s  
m o u n ta in  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i th  g r o v e s  
a n d  t e r r a c e s  a n d  m a n y  to w n s  n e s t 
le d  a t  i t s  f e e t .  T h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  
P r o p h e t s  l iv e d  a n d  t a u g h t  u p o n  i t ’s 
s lo p in g  s id e s .  J e s u s  th e  C h r i s t  a n d  
H is  d is c ip le s  o f t e n  e s c a p e d  f r o m  
th e  c ro w d s  a n d  f r o m  p e r s e c u t io n  
in  i t s  f r i e n d l y  c a v e s .

I n  th e  7 th  c e n tu r y  A . D . C h ro s -  
ro e s ,  th e  P e r s i a n  C o n q u e r o r  c a m e , 
fo l lo w e d  b y  th e  h o s t  o f  K h a l i f  
O m a r .  T h e  f o u r  c e n tu r i e s  o f  M o s 
le m  r u l e  (6 3 7  to  1 0 9 8 ) w e r e  m o s t  
d e s t r u c t i v e .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C r u 
s a d e s  (1 0 9 8  to  1 1 8 7 ) a d d e d  to  th e  
d e v a s t a t i o n .  E a c h  d e s t r o y in g  th e  
m o n u m e n ts  o f  th e  o n e  p r e c e d in g .  
T h e  S a r a c e n  in v a s io n  in  th e  1 3 th

c e n tu r y  d r o v e  b o th  th e  C r u s a d e r s  
a n d  th e  C a r m e l i t e s  a w a y .

I n  1631  F a t h e r  P r o s p e r  a g a i n  e s 
t a b l i s h e d  th e  C a r m e l i te  O r d e r  o n  
M t. C a r m e l ,  o v e r  th e  c a v e  o f  E l i j a h .  
I n  1761  th e  T u r k s  a g a i n  b e c a m e  
v ic to r io u s ,  d e s t r o y in g  th e  m o n a s 
t e r y  a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  v i l la g e s  o f  th e  
D r u s e s .  I n  1799  N a p o le o n  e n t e r e d  
u p o n  th e  s c e n e . F o r  t h r e e  m o n th s ,  
M a r c h , A p r i l  a n d  M a y , h e  m a d e  u n 
s u c c e s s f u l  s ie g e  o n  ’A k k a . F i n a l l y  
b e in g  f o r c e d  to  a b a n d o n  i t ,  s a y in g  
t h a t  i f  h e  c o u ld  t a k e  t h a t  s p e c k  o f  
d u s t ,  h e  c o u ld  c h a n g e  th e  m a p  o f 
th e  w o r ld .

T h e  n e x t  s c e n e  i s  o f  th e  w o u n d e d  
s o ld ie r s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  b e in g  c a r e d  
f o r  o n  M t. C a r m e l .

T h e  s c e n e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  T u r k s  
b e c a m e  e n r a g e d  a g a in ,  d e s t r o y in g  
e v e r y th in g  o n  th e  h i s t o r i c  o ld  m o u n 
ta in .  I n  1827  M o n k  J o h n  th e  
B a p t i s t  r e b u i l t  t h e  m o n a s t e r y ,  n a m 
in g  i t  O u r  L a d y  o f  M t. C a r m e l .  I n  
1 9 1 1  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld  
w a r ,  th e  T u r k s  t r i e d  a g a in  to  d e 
s t r o y  i t .

F r o m  th e  e a r l i e s t  f o u n d in g  o f  
th is  o ld  m o n a s t e r y ,  th e  C a r m e l i te  
m o n k s  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  a  le g e n d  
t h a t  th e  C h r i s t  w o u ld  a g a in  a p p e a r  
u p o n  th e  M o u n ta in  o f  G o d . T h e y  
h a v e  a  s p e c ia l  ro o m  in  w h ic h  th e y  
e x p e c t  H im  to  a p p e a r .  T h e y  k e e p  
c a n d le s  b u r n i n g  in  t h i s  ro o m , a n d  
a  m o n k  i s  i n  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n d a n c e .  
I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  1887  o r  ’88, 
B a h a ’u ’l la h ,  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  
th e  C h r i s t  S p i r i t  f o r  t h i s  d a y ,  d id  
a p p e a r  i n  t h a t  m o n a s t a r y  a n d  
s ig n e d  H i s  N a m e  to  th e  g u e s t  r e g 
i s t e r .  B u t  t h e  C a r m e l i te s  w e r e  
a s le e p  a n d  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a w a k e n e d .

I t  i s  r e c o r d e d  B a h a ’u ’l la h , th e  
P r o m i s e d  O n e , s a t  n e a t h  th e  c lu m p  
o f  c e d a r s  o n  th e  m o u n ta in  s id e ,
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p r a y i n g  p e r h a p s  f o r  th e  p e a c e  a n d  
q u ic k e n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld .

N e a r  i t  s t a n d s  th e  s im p le ,  im 
p r e s s iv e  S h r in e  o f  t h e  B a h , th e  
H e r a l d  o f  th e  B a h a ’i  R e v e la t i o n  
to  m a n k in d ,  a n d  th e  S h r in e  o f  
A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  th e  s e r v a n t  o f  G o d .

T r u l y  th i s  is  th e  M o u n ta in  o f  
G-od— a  h i t  o f  h e a v e n  b r o u g h t  to  
e a r th .

A s  o n e  s t a n d s  o n  th e  P a t h  o f  C o n 
te m p la t io n  a t  s u n s e t ,  o v e r lo o k in g  
th e  s e a  a n d  th e  v a l l e y  f i l le d  w i th  
h i s t o r y  a n d  le g e n d s  s h r o u d e d  i n  th e  
m y s t e r i e s  o f  th e  p a s t ,  t h e  b r a i n  b e 
c o m e s  d e e p ly  i m p r e s s e d  w i th  th e  
p u r e  b r i l l i a n c e  o f  c o lo r ,  th e  d e l ic a c y  
o f  t i n t  a n d  th e  p u r i t y  o f  a i r  a n d  th e  
v i s t a  o f  i n e x p r e s s ib le  p e a c e  w h ic h  
p r e v a i l s .

T h e  s o u l  r e s p o n d s  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  
to  th e  w o r d s ,  “  B le s s e d  a r e  th e  
p e a c e - m a k e r s  f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  c a l l 
e d  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  G o d .”  H e r e  i n  
th e  s o f t ,  m e llo w , g o ld  t i n t e d  a f t e r 
g lo w , a l l  t h e  m y s t ic  p a s t ,  a l l  t h e  i n 
h a r m o n io u s  c r e e d s ,  a l l  t h e  d i s 
c o r d a n t  r a c e s ,  s e e m  to  m e r g e  in to  
o n e . T h e r e  w e r e  n o  c r e e d s ,  n o  d i 
v e r g e n t  r a c e s ,  n o  v a r y i n g  H o ly  
P l a c e s — a l l  w e r e  H o ly ,  a l l  w e r e  o n e ,

a n d  G o d  s to o d  r e v e a l e d  in  th e  
m id s t .

T h e  H o ly  L a n d  to d a y  is  l ik e  a  
m ig h ty  r i v e r ,  g a t h e r i n g  m a n y  
b r o o k s  a n d  s t r e a m s  in to  th e  u n i t y  
o f  i t s  o n -f lo w in g  c u r r e n t  i n  i t s  
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  th e  s e a ,  a n d  w e  s e e  
i n  v i s io n  th e  p r o p h e c y  o f  th e  M a s 
t e r  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  “ A i l  M u s t  B e 
c o m e  U n i t e d  a n d  A g r e e d :  A l l  a r e  
D r o p s  o f  O n e  R iv e r ,  T h e  W a t e r s  
O f O n e  S e a , T h e  B r e e z e s  O f O n e  
G a r d e n ,  T h e  S t r e a m s  P lo w in g  
P r o m  O n e  F o u n t a i n ,  T h e  B i r d s  
S o a r in g  F r o m  O n e  A p e x ,  T h e  H y a 
c in th s  A d o r n in g  O n e  P a r k — I n t o x i 
c a te d  W i t h  O n e  W in e ,  A n d  T h e i r  
H e a r t s  R a v i s h e d  B y  O n e  M e lo d y .”

A n d  so  w e  w i l l  c lo s e  w i th  t h i s  
t h o u g h t  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d  T o d a y ,  
s in g in g  in  o u r  h e a r t s — “ T h e  w i l 
d e r n e s s  a n d  th e  s o l i t a r y  p la c e  s h a l l  
be  g l a d  f o r  T h e m ;  a n d  th e  d e s e r t  
s h a l l  r e jo ic e  a n d  b lo s s o m  a s  th e  
ro s e .  I t  s h a l l  b lo s s o m  a b u n d a n t ly ,  
a n d  r e jo ic e  e v e n  w i th  jo y  a n d  s in g 
i n g ;  th e  g lo r y  o f  L e b a n o n  s h a l l  b e  
g iv e n  u n to  i t ,  t h e  e x c e l le n c y  o f  C a r 
m e l  a n d  S h a r o n .  T h e y  s h a l l  se e  th e  
g lo r y  o f  th e  L o r d  a n d  th e  e x c e lle n c y  
o f  o u r  G o d .”  ( I s a i a h  3 5 :1 -2 .)

F A C T  OR F A N T A S Y ?
D a l e  S . C o l e

T H O S E  o f u s  w h o  a r e  n e i t h e r  to o  
o ld  n o r  to o  y o u n g  c a n  e a s i ly  r e 

m e m b e r  th e  d a y s  w h e n  s c ie n c e  w a s  
lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  a n  o b s c u r e  p a s t i m e  
o f  a  f e w  a c a d e m ic  p e r s o n s ,  w o r k 
in g  i n  s e c lu s io n  a n d  p e r h a p s  g u a r d 
i n g  t h e i r  f in d in g s  i n  j e a l o u s  s e c re c y . 
S c ie n c e  w a s  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  
e v e r y d a y  l i f e .

H o w  d i f f e r e n t  th e  c o n d i t io n s  t o 
d a y !  D r .  A u s t i n  H . C la r k  o f  th e

N a t io n a l  M u s e u m  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  “ w e  
in  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a r e  n o w  d e f i
n i t e ly  e m b a r k e d  o n  w h a t  i n  th e  
y e a r s  to  c o m e  w il l  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  
a  ty p e  o f  cu ltu re  n ew  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  
o f  m a n ,  a  c u l tu r e  c h ie f ly  c h a r a c t e r 
iz e d  b y  th e  i n c r e a s in g ly  b r o a d  a p 
p l i c a t io n  o f  th e  c o r r e l a t e d  f a c t s  o f  
s c ie n c e  to  o u r  d a i ly  l i v e s . ”

S u c h  a  r e v o lu t io n  o f  e n v i r o n 
m e n t  c a n n o t  t a k e  p la c e  w i th o u t  i t s
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p r o b le m s .  M a n y  f e e l  t h a t  o n e  c a n 
n o t  b e  a  d e v o te e  o f  s c ie n c e  a n d  r e 
t a i n  a n y  r e l ig io u s  f a i t h .  T h e r e  h a s  
c o n s e q u e n t ly  a r i s e n  i n  th e  m in d s  o f  
m a n y ,  a  c o n f lic t b e tw e e n  s c ie n c e  a n d  
r e l ig io n .  O u r  p e r io d ic a l s  a c c o r d  
c o lu m n s  o f  s p a c e  to  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  
to  t h r o w  th i s  c o n flic t in to  b o ld  r e 
l ie f ,  a n d  a r e  j u s t  a s  h o s p i t a b l e  to  
th o s e  w h o  s e e k  to  s h o w  t h a t  t h e r e  
c a n n o t  p o s s ib ly  b e  a n y  s u c h  c o n 
flic t.

T h e  r e s u l t  i s  c o n f u s io n .  A u 
t h o r i t i e s  o f  e q u a l  s t a n d i n g  a n d  i n 
t e g r i t y  s p e a k  o n  b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  
q u e s t io n  so  t h a t  o n e  w h o  i s  s e e k in g  
a  p a th w a y  o u t  o f  th e  d i le m m a  is  
f o r c e d  to  f a l l  b a c k  o n  h i s  o w n  j u d g 
m e n t ,  to  f o r m u la t e  a  s o r t  o f  p h i lo s 
o p h y  o f  h is  o w n , o r  a d o p t  w h o le  
c lo th  th e  t h e o r y  o f  a n o th e r .

E i t h e r  o f  th e s e  c o u r s e s  m a y  b e  
i n d iv id u a l ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  b u t  is  
t h e r e  n o t  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t  a  q u e s 
t i o n  o f  v a lu e s  is  c o n c e r n e d !  P e r 
h a p s  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  th e  s c ie n t if ic  
m e th o d  o f  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  so  
m u c h , n o r  th e  a c tu a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
s c ie n c e  to  e v e r y d a y  l i f e ,  w h ic h  r e p 
r e s e n t s  th e  u l t im a te  v a lu e  to  h u 
m a n i ty .  P e r h a p s  i t  i s  s o m e th in g  
b e h in d  o r  b e y o n d  e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  
w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  th e  
p e a r l  o f  g r e a t e s t  p r ic e .  I f  s u c h  b e  
th e  c a s e  t h e r e  is  n o  n e e d  to  a r g u e  
a b o u t  th e  c o n f lic t  b e tw e e n  s c ie n c e  
a n d  r e l ig io n — b u t  to  s e e k  f o r  t h a t  
s o m e th in g  b e h in d  o r  b e y o n d  th e  
la w s  o f  s c ie n c e  w h ic h  i s  a k in  to  th e  
r e l ig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e .

O n e  oe t h e  m o s t  s t im u la t in g ,  
h e lp f u l  a n d  e n c o u r a g in g  a t t i t u d e s  
y e t  m a d e  k n o w n  is  t h a t  o f  P r o f e s s o r  
A . S . E d d i n g to n  o f  C a m b r id g e  U n i 
v e r s i t y  in  h is  b o o k  “ T h e  N a t u r e  o f  
th e  P h y s i c a l  U n i v e r s e .”

I n  th e  m o s t  d e l ig h t f u l  a n d  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  m a n n e r  h e  l e a d s  u s  t h r o u g h  
th e  d o w n f a l l  o f  c la s s ic a l  p h y s ic s ,  r e 
l a t i v i t y ,  t im e ,  th e  r u n n in g - d o w n  o f  
th e  u n iv e r s e ,  “ b e c o m in g ,”  g r a v i t a 
t io n , m a n ’s p la c e  i n  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  
th e  q u a n tu m  th e o r y ,  th e  n e w  q u a n 
tu m  th e o r y ,  w o r ld  b u i ld in g ,  p o i n t e r  
r e a d in g s  a n d  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  r e a l i t y  
a n d  c a u s a t io n .  L a s t l y  h e  to u c h e s  
o n  s c ie n c e  a n d  m y s t ic is m .

I n  a  r e c e n t  a d d r e s s  a t  F r i e n d s ’ 
H o u s e  i n  L o n d o n  h e  d e v o te d  h im 
s e l f  to  th e s e  l a s t  tw o  s u b je c ts .

T h e  p o s s ib le  c o n f lic t  b e tw e e n  
s c ie n c e  a n d  r e l ig io n  h e  b e l ie v e s ,  i s  a  
p r o b le m  o f  e x p e r ie n c e ,  —  “ T h e  
p r o b le m  o f  p r o p e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
o u r  m in d s  t o w a r d  d i f f e r e n t  e le 
m e n t s  o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e .”  S c ie n c e  
is  s u p p o s e d  to  d e a l  w i th  e x p e r ie n c e  
o r  a  p a r t  o f  i t .  R e l ig io n  i s  a n  a t 
t i t u d e  t o w a r d  e x p e r ie n c e .  “ T h e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  o u r s e lv e s  w i th  o u r  
e v i r o n m e n t  i s  w h a t  m a k e s  u p  e x 
p e r i e n c e .”

W e  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  s e n s a 
t io n s  f r o m  o u r  s e n s e  o r g a n s  in  
m a n y  in t e r a c t io n s ,  “ b u t  s u r e ly  e x 
p e r ie n c e  is  b r o a d e r  t h a n  th i s ,  a n d  
th e  p r o b le m  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  n o t  
l im i t e d  to  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f 
s e n s e  i m p r e s s i o n s .”

“ T h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t r u t h  so  p r o m 
in e n t  i n  th e  q u e s t  o f  s c ie n c e , a  
r e a c h in g  o u t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  f r o m  i t s  
i s o la t io n  to  s o m e th in g  b e y o n d , a  r e 
s p o n s e  to  b e a u ty  in  n a t u r e  a n d  a r t ,  
a n  i n n e r  l i g h t  o f  c o n v ic t io n  a n d  
g u id a n c e — a r e  th e s e  a s  m u c h  a  p a r t  
o f  o u r  b e in g  a s  o u r  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  
s e n s e  i m p r e s s i o n s ! ”

C le a r ly  t h e r e  is  a  s i m i l a r i t y  in  
th e  s t r i v i n g s  o f  b o th  s c ie n c e  a n d  r e 
l ig io n — “ a  r e a c h in g  o u t  o f  th e  
s p i r i t ”  f o r  t h a t  m y s t i c  s o m e th in g  
k n o w n  to  u s  a s  tru th .  H o w  s u r e ly  
th i s  a c c o r d s  w i th  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  w h e n  H e  t e l l s  u s  t h a t
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s c ie n c e  a n d  r e l ig io n  a r e  tw o  w in g s  
b y  w h ic h  w e  s o a r  in to  th e  a tm o s 
p h e r e  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d .

P r o f .  E d d i n g to n  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  
m a t e r i a l i s m  i n  i t s  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  i s  
lo n g  s in c e  d e a d .  “ T h e  te n d e n c y  
to d a y  is  n o t  to  r e d u c e  e v e r y th in g  
to  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  m a t t e r — s in c e  
m a t t e r  n o w  h a s  o n ly  a  m in o r  p la c e  
in  th e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld — b u t  to  r e 
d u c e  i t  to  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  th e  o p 
e r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  l a w .”

H e  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  h a r m o n y  
a n d  s im p l ic i ty  o f  n a t u r a l  l a w  i l l u 
s t r a t e  o n e  k in d  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  w h ic h  
m ig h t  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  th e  m in d  
o f  G o d .

“ N a t u r a l  la w  is  n o t  a p p l i c a b le  to  
th e  u n s e e n  w o r ld  b e h in d  t h e  s y m 
b o ls ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  u n a d a p t e d  to  
a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  s y m b o ls , a n d  i t s  
p e r f e c t i o n  i s  a  p e r f e c t io n  o f  s y m 
b o lic  l in k a g e .  Y o u  c a n n o t  a p p ly  
s u c h  a  s c h e m e  to  th e  p a r t s  o f  o u r  
p e r s o n a l i t y  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  m e a s u r 
a b le  b y  s y m b o ls  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  y o u  
c a n  e x t r a c t  th e  s q u a r e  r o o t  o f  a  
s o n n e t .  T h e r e  i s  a  k in d  o f  u n i t y  
b e tw e e n  th e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  
w o r ld s ,  b e tw e e n  th e  s y m b o ls  a n d  
t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  
s c h e m e  o f  n a t u r a l  l a w  w h ic h  w ill  
p r o v id e  th e  c e m e n t .”

T h e  m o r e  o n e  s tu d ie s  E d d i n g t o n  
th e  m o r e  i s  o n e  i m p r e s s e d  w i th  th e  
s im p l ic i ty  a n d  f o r c e f u ln e s s  o f  h i s  
u t t e r a n c e s .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  e a s i ly  
c o n d e n s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  t e r s e  
f o r c e  a n d  c o r r e c tn e s s .  P e r h a p s  th e  
b e s t  w a y  to  g iv e  a n  id e a  o f  h i s  r e 
f r e s h i n g  a t t i t u d e  is  b y  s h o r t  q u o ta 
t io n s .  T h e y  i m p r e s s  th e  w r i t e r  a s  
f la s h e s  o f  l i g h t  o n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  
m e n , o n  l i f e ,  w h ic h  i l lu m in a te  a n d  
c l a r i f y .  H is  p h r a s e s  c a n  s c a r c e  b e  
im p r o v e d  u p o n .

“ W h e n  w e  a s s e r t  t h a t  G o d  is  
r e a l ,  w e  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  a  c o m 

p a r i s o n  w i th  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  a to m s  
a n d  e le c t r o n s .  I f  G o d  is  a s  r e a l  a s  
th e  s h a d o w  o f  th e  W o r l d  W a r  o n  
A r m is t i c  D a y  n e e d  w e  s e e k  f u r t h e r  
r e a s o n  f o r  m a k in g  a  p la c e  f o r  G o d  
in  o u r  th o u g h t s  a n d  liv e s '?

“ W e  w a n t  a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  th e  
s o u l  in  r e a c h in g  o u t  to  th e  u n s e e n  
w o r ld  is  n o t  fo l lo w in g  a n  i l lu s io n .  
W e  w a n t  s e c u r i ty  a n d  f a i t h ,  a n d  
w o r s h ip  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  lo v e . . . .  I t  
i s  n o t  s u ff ic ie n t to  b e  t o ld  t h a t  i t  i s  
g o o d  f o r  u s  to  b e l ie v e  th i s ,  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  m a k e  b e t t e r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  
u s . W e  d o  n o t  w a n t  a  r e l i g io n  t h a t  
d e c e iv e s  u s  f o r  o u r  o w n  g o o d .

“ T h e  c r u c ia l  p o i n t  f o r  u s  is  n o t  
a  c o n v ic t io n  o f  th e  ex is tence  o f  a  
s u p r e m e  G o d  b u t  a  c o n v ic t io n  o f  th e  
reve la tio n  o f  a  s u p r e m e  G o d .

“ W e  h a v e  l e a r n t  t h a t  th e  e x 
p l o r a t i o n  o f  th e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld  b y  
th e  m e th o d s  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c ie n c e  
le a d s  n o t  to  a  c o n c r e te  r e a l i t y  b u t  
to  a  s h a d o w  w o r ld  o f  s y m b o ls ,  b e 
n e a t h  w h ic h  th o s e  m e th o d s  a r e  u n 
a d a p t e d  f o r  p e n e t r a t i n g .  F e e l in g  
t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  m o r e  b e h in d ,  w e  
r e t u r n  to  o u r  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  in  h u 
m a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  . . . T h e r e  w e  
f in d  o th e r  s t i r r i n g s ,  a n d  o th e r  r e 
v e la t io n s  ( t r u e  o r  f a l s e )  t h a n  th o s e  
c o n d i t io n e d  b y  th e  w o r ld  o f  s y m 
b o ls . A r e  n o t  th e s e ,  to o , o f  s ig n i 
f ic a n c e  ?

‘ ‘ O b v io u s ly  w e  c a n n o t  t r u s t  e v e r y  
w h im  a n d  f a n c y  o f  th e  m in d  a s  
th o u g h  i t  w e r e  i n d i s p u ta b l e  r e v e l a 
t io n  ,- w e  c a n  a n d  m u s t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  
w e  h a v e  a n  in n e r  sense  o f  va lu es  
w h ic h  g u id e s  u s  a s  to  w h a t  is  to  b e  
h e e d e d , o th e r w is e  w e  c a n n o t  s t a r t  
o n  o u r  s u r v e y  o f  e v e n  th e  p h y s ic a l  
w o r ld .

“ C o n s c io u s n e s s  a lo n e  c a n  d e t e r 
m in e  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  i t s  c o n v ic t io n s .  
‘T h e r e  s h in e s  n o  l i g h t  s a v e  i t s  o w n  
l i g h t  to  s h o w  i t s e l f  u n to  i t s e l f ."
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“ R e l ig io u s  c r e e d s  a r e  a  g r e a t  o b 
s ta c le  to  a n y  f u l l  s y m p a t h y  b e 
tw e e n  th e  o u t lo o k  o f  th e  s c i e n t i s t  
a n d  th e  o u t lo o k  w h ic h  r e l i g io n  i s  so  
o f t e n  s u p p o s e d  to  r e q u i r e .

“  R e je c t io n  o f  c r e e d  is  n o t  in c o n 
s i s t e n t  w i th  b e in g  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  
l iv in g  b e l ie f .

“ I f  o u r  so  c a l le d  f a c t s  a r e  c h a n g 
in g  s h a d o w s ,  t h e y  a r e  s h a d o w s  c a s t  
b y  th e  l i g h t  o f  c o n s t a n t  t r u t h .

“ R e l ig io n  f o r  th e  c o n s c ie n t io u s  
s e e k e r  is  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  d o u b t  a n d  
s e l f - q u e s t io n in g s .  T h e r e  is  a  k in d  
o f  s u r e n e s s  w h ic h  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  c o c k s u r e n e s s .”

W i t h  t h e s e  s e n t im e n t s  r i n g i n g  
i n  o u r  e a r s  l e t  u s  t u r n  f o r  a  m o 
m e n t  to  th e  B a h a ’i  T e a c h in g s :  
“ Y o u r  f a i t h  c o m e s  l ik e  r a i n ;  th e  
f i r s t  d r o p s  a r e  f a r  b e tw e e n ,  b u t  s o o n  
i t  w il l  p o u r  in  t o r r e n t s .  Y o u r  f a i t h  
i s  a ls o  l ik e  a  s e e d  t h a t  w il l  b e a r  i t s  
f r u i t .  I n  a  t r e e  w e  ju d g e  o f  i t s  l i f e  
a n d  v ig o r  b y  th e  w a y  i t  g r o w s ; so  i t  
i s  w i th  m a n . T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
G-od r i s e s  in  t h e  h e a r t  l ik e  th e  s u n ; 
i t  m o u n ts ,  m o u n ts ,  a lw a y s  c a s t i n g  
a n  im m o r t a l  l ig h t .

“ T h e  S p i r i t  r e s e m b le s  a  r i v u l e t  
w h e n  th e  e a r t h  f il ls  th e  s o u l. P u t  
a w a y  th e  t e r r e s t r i a l  a n d  th e  m ig h ty  
t o r r e n t  o f  l iv in g  w a t e r  w i l l  r u s h  
t h r o u g h  y o u r  f r e e d  b o d y . ’ ’

T u r n i n g  n o w  to  th e  c h a p t e r  o n  
Sc ience  and  M y s t ic i sm  in  T h e  N a 
tu re  o f  the  P h y s ic a l  U n iverse  
w h e r e in  P r o f .  E d d i n g t o n  d r a w s  
s o m e  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n s :

“ L i f e  w o u ld  b e  s t u n t e d  a n d  n a r 
r o w  i f  w e  c o u ld  f e e l  n o  s ig n if ic a n c e  
in  th e  w o r ld  a r o u n d  u s  b e y o n d  t h a t  
w h ic h  c a n  b e  w e ig h e d  a n d  m e a s u r e d  
w i th  th e  to o ls  o f  t h e  p h y s i c i s t  o r  
d e s c r ib e d  b y  th e  m e t r i c a l  s y m b o ls  
o f  th e  m a th e m a t i c i a n .

“ W e  h a v e  t o r n  a w a y  th e  m e n ta l

f a n c ie s  to  g e t  a t  th e  r e a l i t y  b e 
n e a th ,  o n ly  to  f in d  t h a t  th e  r e a l i t y  
o f  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  b e n e a th  i s  b o u n d  u p  
w i th  i t s  p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  a w a k e n in g  
th e s e  f a n c ie s .  I t  i s  b e c a u s e  th e  
m in d ,  th e  w e a v e r  o f  i l lu s io n ,  i s  a ls o  
th e  o n ly  g u a r a n t o r  o f  r e a l i t y  t h a t  
r e a l i t y  i s  a lw a y s  to  b e  s o u g h t  
a t  th e  b a s e  o f  i l lu s io n .  I l l u s io n  is  
to  r e a l i t y  a s  th e  s m o k e  to  th e  f ire . 
. . . B u t  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  to  in q u i r e  
w h e th e r  in  th e  m y s t i c a l  i l lu s io n s  o f  
m a n  th e r e  is  n o t  a  r e f le c t io n  o f  a n  
u n d e r ly in g  r e a l i t y .

“ I f  I  w e r e  to  t r y  to  p u t  in to  
w o r d s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h  r e v e a le d  
in  th e  m y s t ic  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t  w o u ld  
b e  t h a t  o u r  m in d s  a r e  n o t  a p a r t  
f r o m  th e  w o r ld ;  a n d  th e  f e e l in g s  
t h a t  w e  h a v e  o f  g la d n e s s  a n d  
m e la n c h o ly  a n d  o u r  y e t  d e e p e r  
f e e l in g s  a r e  n o t  o f  o u r s e lv e s  a lo n e , 
b u t  a r e  g l im p s e s  o f  a  r e a l i t y  t r a n s 
c e n d in g  th e  n a r r o w  l im i t s  o f  o u r  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s c io u s n e s s — t h a t  th e  
h a r m o n y  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  f a c e  o f  
N a t u r e  i s  a t  r o o t  o n e  w i th  th e  g l a d 
n e s s  t h a t  t r a n s f i g u r e s  t h e  f a c e  o f 
m a n .

“ B y  in t r o s p e c t i o n  w e  d r a g  o u t  
th e  t r u t h  f o r  e x t e r n a l  s u r v e y ;  b u t  
in  th e  m y s t i c a l  f e e l in g  th e  t r u t h  is  
a p p r e h e n d e d  f r o m  w i th in  a n d  is ,  
a s  i t  s h o u ld  b e , a  p a r t  o f  o u r s e lv e s .

“ W e  m a y  t r y  to  a n a ly z e  th e  e x 
p e r ie n c e  a s  w e  a n a ly z e  h u m o r ,  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t  a  th e o lo g y ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  
a n  a th e i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h y ,  w h ic h  w il l  
p u t  in to  s c ie n t if ic  f o r m  w h a t  is  to  
b e  i n f e r r e d  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  l e t  u s  n o t  
f o r g e t  t h a t  th e  th e o lo g y  i s  s y m b o lic  
k n o w le d g e  w h e r e a s  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
is  i n t im a te  k n o w le d g e .

“ F e e l in g s ,  p u r p o s e s ,  v a lu e s ,  
m a k e  u p  o u r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  m u c h  
a s  s e n s e - im p r e s s io n s .

“ B e c a u s e  w e  a r e  u n a b le  to  r e n 
d e r  e x a c t  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  e n v i r o n 
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m e n t  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  w e  

l i v e  i n  a  v a c u u m .

“ T h e  c h a l l e n g e  n o w  c o m e s  n o t  

f r o m  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m a t e r i a l i s m  

w h i c h  p r o f e s s e s  t o  s e e k  a  n a t u r a l  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r ,  h u t  

f r o m  t h e  d e a d l i e r  m o r a l  m a t e r i a l 

i s m  w h i c h  d e s p i s e s  i t .

“ I n  t h e  m y s t i c  s e n s e  o f  t h e  c r e a 

t i o n  a r o u n d  u s ,  i n  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

a r t ,  i n  t h e  y e a r n i n g '  t o w a r d s  G o d ,  

t h e  s o u l  g r o w s  u p w a r d  a n d  f i n d s  

t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  i m 

p l a n t e d  i n  i t s  n a t u r e .  T h e  s a n c t i o n  

f o r  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  w i t h i n  u s ,  

a  s t r i v i n g  h o r n  w i t h  o u r  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  o r  a n  I n n e r  L i g h t  p r o c e e d i n g  

f r o m  a  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  t h a n  o u r s .

“ T h e  p h y s i c a l  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  

m y s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s c e n e  

i s  n o t  t h e r e ;  i t  i s  h e r e — i n  t h e  m i n d .

“ I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  t a s k  o f  s c i e n c e  

t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  t h e y  s e e m .  B u t  

w e  d o  n o t  p l u c k  o u t  o u r  e y e s  b e 

c a u s e  t h e y  p e r s i s t  i n  d e l u d i n g  u s  

w i t h  f a n c i f u l  c o l o r i n g s  i n s t e a d  o f  

g i v i n g  u s  t h e  p l a i n  t r u t h  a b o u t  

w a v e - l e n g t h .

“ W e  t r u s t  t o  s o m e  i m v a r d  s e n s e  

o f  f i t n e s s  w h e n  w e  o r i e n t  t h e  p h y 

s i c a l  w o r l d  w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e  o n  t o p ,  

a n d  l i k e w i s e  w e  m u s t  t r u s t  t o  s o m e  

i n n e r  m o n i t o r  w h e n  w e  o r i e n t  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  o n  

t o p .  _ _

‘  ‘  B u t  i n  e a c h  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  s c i e n 

t i f i c  t h o u g h t  n e w  w o r l d s  a r e  s e t  t o  

o l d  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  g o n e  

b e f o r e  i s  n o t  d e s t r o y e d  b u t  r e 

f o c u s e d .  A m i d  a l l  o u r  f a u l t y  a t 

t e m p t s  a t  e x p r e s s i o n  t h e  k e r n e l  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  s t e a d i l y  g r o w s ;  a n d  

o f  t h i s  t r u t h  i t  m a y  b e  s a i d — t h e  

m o r e  i t  c h a n g e s ,  t h e  m o r e  i t  r e 

m a i n s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g . ”

A n d  s o  o n — I  c o u l d  g o  o n  s e l e c t 

i n g  s u c h  i n t e r e s t i n g  b i t s  a l m o s t  

w i t h o u t  l i m i t ,  b u t  I  a m  s u r e  t h a t  

y o u r  i n t e r e s t  h a s  b e e n  s o  a r o u s e d  

t h a t  y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  r e a d  a n d  r e 

r e a d  t h i s  t r u l y  w o n d e r f u l  b o o k  b y  a  

f e a r l e s s ,  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  s c i e n t i s t ,  

o n e  w h o  c a n  d e l v e  a s  d e e p l y  a s  i n 

s t r u m e n t s  a l l o w  a n d  s t i l l  f i n d  a n  

a b i d i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  G l o r y  o f  G o d .

S u r e l y  s u c h  b o o k s  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  

t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  t h e  G u i d a n c e  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

THE SOUVENIR FEAST AT WEST ENGLEWOOD
H o o pe r  H a r é is

O H  a  m e m o r a b l e  d a y  ( S a t u r d a y  

J u n e  2 9 ,  1 9 1 2 ) — ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h á  

g a v e  a  U n i t y  F e a s t  a t  W e s t  E n g l e 

w o o d ,  N .  J .  E v e r y  y e a r  s i n c e ,  o n  

t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  i n  J u n e ,  t h e r e  

h a s  b e e n  a  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  e v e n t .  Y e a r  b y  y e a r  t h e s e  a n 

n i v e r s a r i e s  h a v e  g r o w n  i n  s i z e  a n d  

i m p o r t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  n o w  b e 

c o m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .

A s  J u n e  2 9 t h  t h i s  y e a r  a l s o  f e l l  

o n  a  S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w a s  a n

e x a c t  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  a n d  s o  i t  w a s  

m o s t  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  i s 

s u e d  t h i s  y e a r  b y  t h e  W e s t  E n g l e 

w o o d  A s s e m b l y  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  c h a r 

a c t e r i z e d  b y  i t s  b r o a d n e s s  a n d  u n i 

v e r s a l i t y .  I t  w a s  a n  “ I n v i t a t i o n  

t o  a  f r i e n d l y  g a t h e r i n g  o f  o p e n -  

m i n d e d  p e o p l e ,  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  i n t e r - r a c i a l  a n d  

i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  a c c o r d . ”

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n ,  

w h i c h  w a s  s e n t  f a r  a n d  w i d e ,  o v e r



1 5 8 T H E  BA.HA’i  M A G A ZINE

t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  a s s e m b l e d  a t  

W e s t  E n g l e w o o d  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r 

n o o n  a n d  e v e n i n g ,  a m o n g  t h e m  

m a n y  f r o m  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s ,  a n d  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  a n d  

r e l i g i o n s .  E v e n  y e t  l e t t e r s  o f  r e 

g r e t  a t  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t e n d  a r e  

b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  

o t h e r  d i s t a n t  c o u n t r i e s .

A s  s t a t e d  i n  a  l o c a l  p a p e r ,  t h e r e  

w a s  n o  s e t  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h e  

“  s p e a k e r s  w e r e  s u c h  o n l y  b y  i n 

s p i r a t i o n . ”  M r .  J a m e s  M o r t o n ,  

C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  N a t u r a l  

H i s t o r y  a t  P a t e r s o n ,  N .  J . ,  w a s  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

H e  d e l i v e r e d  a  b r i l l i a n t  a d d r e s s  o n  

t h e  Oneness of Science and Reli
gion,  g i v i n g  m a n y  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  

h o w  t h e s e  t w o  e r s t w h i l e  e n e m i e s  

a r e  n o w  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  a n d  w a l k i n g  

h a n d  i n  h a n d  t o g e t h e r  t o w a r d  a  

c o m m o n  g o a l .  H e  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  h a p p y  c o n d i t i o n  h a s  

b e e n  r e a l i z e d  s i n c e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  a n d  w a s  b e i n g  m a d e  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  

s t e a d y  a n d  t r i u m p h a n t  a d v a n c e  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s .

D r .  H e n r y  H u g h e s  P r o c t o r ,  P a s 

t o r  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

C h u r c h  o f  B r o o k l y n ,  s p o k e  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  

a n d  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  s p e a k i n g  t o  

t h e  B a h a ’ i s  b e c a u s e  h e  f e l t  s u r e  

t h a t  d u e  t o  t h e i r  b r o a d  v i e w s  a n d  

t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  s t o o d ,  h i s  p e o p l e  

c o u l d  r e l y  u p o n  t h e i r  s y m p a t h y  a n d  

a i d  i n  w o r k i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  

b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  

r a c e s  a n d  l a y i n g  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  

e f f e c t i v e  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  H e  s t r e s s e d  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  

g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .

T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  l a r g e l y  d e 

v o t e d  t o  s o c i a b i l i t y .  S h o r t  t a l k s  

w e r e  g i v e n  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  W e s t  

E n g l e w o o d  A s s e m b l y ,  a n d  M r .

H o o p e r  H a r r i s ,  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  i n  a  

s h o r t  a d d r e s s  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  s h o w  

t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e s  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  F a i t h  w a s  i t s  u n r e s e r v e d  

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  t r u t h  

o f  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s  

a n d  i t s  s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  t h e i r  S c r i p t u r e s  a n d  P o u n d e r s .  

T h r o u g h  t h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  i t  w a s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  f r i e n d  

a n d  b r o t h e r  o f  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e i r  

a l l y  a n d  c h a m p i o n ,  s i n c e  t h r o u g h  

i t s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  u n i t y  a n d  t h e  i n n e r  

s i g n i f i c a n c e s  o f  t h e i r  H o l y  B o o k s ,  

i t  h a d  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i r r e f u t a b l y  

p r o v e  t h e i r  t r u t h  a n d  t h e  v a l i d i t y  

o f  t h e i r  P r o p h e t s .

O n e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  

o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w a s  t h e  t r u l y  w o n 

d e r f u l  s i n g i n g  o f  M r s .  D o r o t h y  

R i c h a r d s o n  o f  B o s t o n ,  w h o s e  r e n d i 

t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s i c  o f  h e r  r a c e  ( t h e  

s p i r i t u a l s ) — a s  w e l l  a s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m u s i c ,  h a s  b e e n  e n j o y e d  a n d  a p 

p r e c i a t e d  i n  b o t h  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  

a b r o a d .

A n o t h e r  n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e  w a s  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  M r .  H a m l i n  G - a r l a n d ,  

w h o s e  p l a y ,  “ A p p e a r a n c e s , ”  i n 

s p i r e d ,  a s  h e  s a i d ,  b y  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

T e a c h i n g s — h a s  h a d  s u c h  a  s p l e n d i d  

r e c e p t i o n  i n  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

c i t i e s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  H e  p r e s e n t e d  

s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  c o m p a n y  t o  

t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  a n d  g a v e  a  g r a p h i c  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  

w r i t i n g  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e s e n t 

i n g  h i s  p l a y ,  g i v i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  

c r e d i t  t o  o t h e r s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h i s  

“ M a n a g e r . ”  A p a r t  f r o m  h i s  g e n i u s  

a s  a  p l a y w r i g h t  a n d  p r o d u c e r ,  

M r .  G t a r l a n d  h a s  a  p e c u l i a r l y  p l e a s 

i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y .

T a k e n  a l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  “ S o u v e n i r ”  

t h i s  y e a r  a t  W e s t  E n g l e w o o d  w a s ,  

a s  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  

w i s h e d  i t — u n i q u e .
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WORLD THOUGHT AND PROGRESS
I t  s e e m s ,  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  a  d a r i n g  

a n d  U t o p i a n  t h e m e  w h i c h  t h e  G e r 

m a n  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  D r .  Y o n  P r i t t w i t z ,  c h o s e  f o r  

h i s  c o m m e n c e m e n t  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S y r a c u s e .  W h a t  

h e  d i d  w a s  t o  t r a c e  i n  o u t l i n e  

t h e  d r e a m  o f  a  c o m m o n  o r  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  c i t i z e n s h i p .  W h e t h e r  u n d e r  

t h e  f o r m  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  l a w  o f  n a 

t i o n s ,  o r  c i t i z e n s  i n  a  “ C i t y  o f  

G o d , ”  o r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a  H o l y  A l 

l i a n c e ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  c i t i z e n s h i p  o p e n  

t o  e v e r y b o d y  a n d  e n j o y e d  b y  a l l  h a s  

n e v e r  s u c c e e d e d  i n  t a k i n g  a  c o n 

c r e t e  o r  l a s t i n g  e m b o d i m e n t .

L o y a l t y  t o  o n e  c o u n t r y  n e e d  n o t  

m e a n  h a t r e d  o f  a n o t h e r .  C i t i z e n s  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a n d s  m a y  f e e l  t h a t  i n  

m a n y  e s s e n t i a l s  t h e y  s t a n d  o n  a  

p e r f e c t  e q u a l i t y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  

t h e  g r e a t  r e c e n t  m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  

w a r — e s p e c i a l l y  a g a i n s t  w a r  a s  a n  

i n s t r u m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  

b r o u g h t  n e a r e r  t h e  t i m e  w h e n ,  a s  

t h e  G e r m a n  A m b a s s a d o r  s a i d ,  m e n  

w i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  a  m a n  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a  

i s  a s  t r u l y  h i s  n e i g h b o r  a s  t h e  m a n  

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  a n d  w h e n  n a t i o n a l  

f r o n t i e r s  s h a l l  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  n o t  a s  

b a r r i e r s  b u t  a s  b r i d g e s .  T h e  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  t h u s  t o  b e  a t 

t a i n e d  i s  n o t  o n e  o f  o u t w a r d  o r  l e g a l  

f o r m  b u t  o f  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

k i n d  w h i c h  i n  t h e  e n d  m u s t  p r e v a i l  

o v e r  a l l  o t h e r s .—New York Times.

S ir  O l iv e r  L odge, t h e  e m i n e n t  

B r i t i s h  s c i e n t i s t ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  

o t h e r  d a y  m o d e r n  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  

r e a l m  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  

w h a t  h e  f e l t  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  

e l s e  w a s  “ t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l i m i 

t a t i o n  o f  a l l  k n o w l e d g e  c o m p a r e d

w i t h  w h a t  i s . ”  H e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  i f  w e  c o u l d  r e a l i z e  h o w  

t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e  w e r e  a l l  

b u i l t  o u t  o f  t w o  e l e c t r i c a l  u n i t s  w e  

s h o u l d  b e  a s t o n i s h e d .

‘  ‘  T h e r e  i s  n o  w a r f a r e  i n  s c i e n c e ,  ’  ’  

s a i d  S i r  O l i v e r ;  11 ‘  t h e r e  i s  u n i v e r s a l  

f r i e n d l i n e s s  a n d  a n  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  

d i s c o v e r i e s .  W h a t e v e r  i s  d o n e  i n  

o n e  n a t i o n  i s  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  t o  a l l  

t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e r e  i s  

a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  o f  a m i t y — a  r e n e w e d  

f e e l i n g  o f  a m i t y  n o w .  I  h o p e  f o r  

m a n y  g o o d  r e s u l t s  f r o m  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p .

“ I t  i s  n o w  n e a r l y  t e n  y e a r s  s i n c e  

t h e  w a r  c e a s e d .  L e t  u s  t r y  a n d  

t h i n k  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a m i t y  a n d  

f r i e n d s h i p  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  w e  

c u l t i v a t e  i t  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  s c i e n c e .

T h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n y  

n u m b e r  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  

k n o w  o f .  W e  o n l y  w a n t  t o  h a v e  

r e c e p t i v i t y ,  t h e  r i g h t  i n s t r u m e n t ,  

t h e  r i g h t  o r g a n ,  t h e  r i g h t  p e r c e p 

t i o n .  ‘ O p e n  h i s  e y e s  t h a t  h e  m a y  

s e e .  O p e n  o u r  e a r s  t h a t  w e  m a y  

h e a r . ’  T h e r e  a r e  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  

t h i n g s  a l l  a b o u t  u s  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  

k n o w .  T h e  w o r l d  i s  m u c h  m o r e  

w o n d e r f u l  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  g r u b 

b i n g  a b o u t  i n  i t  a r e  r e a d y  t o  a d m i t .

“ W h a t  I  f e e l  m o r e  t h a n  a n y 

t h i n g  e l s e  i s  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l i m i 

t a t i o n  o f  a l l  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  c o m 

p a r e d  w i t h  w h a t  i s .  T h e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  p h y s i c s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i s  

b r e a t h - t a k i n g .  I t  i s  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  

p o p u l a r  e x p o s i t i o n  y e t — i t  i s  t o o  

c o m p l i c a t e d ,  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  I  c a n  

h a r d l y  k e e p  u p  w i t h  i t .  Y o u n g  

m e n — a n d  t h e y  a r e  b r i l l i a n t  f e l 

l o w s — i n  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e
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w o r l d — i n  H o l l a n d ,  i n  D e n m a r k ,  i n  

G e r m a n y ,  i n  F r a n c e ,  i n  A m e r i c a  

a n d  i n  E n g l a n d — a r e  g o i n g  a h e a d  

a t  a  t e r r i f i c  s p e e d ;  s o  m u c h  s o  t h a t  

i f  o n e  s p e a k s  o f  a  d i s c o v e r y  a  y e a r  

o l d  i t  i s  a n t i q u a t e d .

“ T h a t  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  i t  h a s  

n o t  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o m e t h i n g ,  h u t  i t  

h a s  b e e n  p a r t l y  s u p e r s e d e d  b y  a  

n e w  d i s c o v e r y .

“ T h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  h u m a n i t y  i s  

g r e a t .  W e  a r e  r e c e n t  c o m e r s  t o  t h e  

p l a n e t ;  n o  w o n d e r  w e  m a k e  m i s 

t a k e s ,  n o  w o n d e r  w e  a r e  o n l y  h a l f  

c i v i l i z e d .  T h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  a d 

v a n c e  t o  b e  m a d e ;  m e a n w h i l e ,  w e  

c a n  e n j o y  b o t h  t h e  g r a n d e u r  a n d  

t h e  s i m p l i c i t y ,  b u t  I  d o  f e e l  t h a t  i f  

w e  r e a l i z e d  h o w  t h i n g s  w e r e  c o n 

s t i t u t e d ,  h o w  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  s e e  

— l a n d s c a p e s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  h o u s e s ,  

p e o p l e ,  b o d i e s ,  e v e r y  t h i n g — a r e  a l l  

b u i l t  o u t  o f  g r o u p i n g s  o f  t w o  l i t t l e  

e l e c t r i c a l  u n i t s ,  t h e  p r o t o n  a n d  t h e  

e l e c t r o n ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e  a s t o n i s h e d . ”  . 

—-New York Times.  -

T H E  B A H A ’I'

T h e  w o u l d  h e e d s  •— - s e r i o u s l y  

n e e d s — a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  “ s e c o n d ”  

l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  o u r  

c o u n t r y  I  s h o u l d  r e j o i c e  t o  s e e  

P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r  c a l l  a n  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  d e c i d e  w h a t  

t h a t  l a n g u a g e  s h a l l  b e .

T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  d a i l y  s o l v i n g  i t 

s e l f ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  b u t  i n  a  h a p h a z a r d  

a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  w a y .  T h e  

t h i n g  t o  d o  i s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h i s  b y  

s u b s t i t u t i n g  s y s t e m a t i c  p r o c e d u r e  

a n d  t h u s  g i v e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  w h a t  i t  

n e e d s  m o r e  q u i c k l y  a n d  m o r e  e a s i l y .  

T h e  c o s t  w o u l d  b e  n e g l i g i b l e .

T h e  w o r l d  i s  g e t t i n g  t o  b e  a  v e r y  

s m a l l  p l a c e .  Y e t  s e e  w h a t  i s  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s .  Y o u  o r  I  m a y  

k n o w  F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n ,  b u t  s u p 

p o s e  w e  g o  t o  N o r w a y ,  o r  S w e d e n ,  

o r  D e n m a r k ,  o r  S p a i n ,  o r  P o r t u g a l ,

o r  I t a l y ,  o r  G r e e c e — t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  

o f  R u s s i a  o r  t h e  F a r  E a s t  o r  t h e  

S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  O r  

s u p p o s e  w e  w a n t  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  

f i r m s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d .  W e  a r e  p r e t t y  h e l p 

l e s s ,  u n l e s s  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n  

t o u c h  b y  g o o d  f o r t u n e  w i t h  s o m e  

o n e  w h o  k n o w s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  l a n 

g u a g e s  t h a t  I  a m  s u p p o s i n g  w e  o u r 

s e l v e s  k n o w .

I  h a v e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  a b r o a d  a n d  

h a v e  s e e n  t h e  g r e a t  n e e d  f o r  a  l a n 

g u a g e  k n o w n  t o  a l l  f o r e i g n e r s ,  a n d  

i n  w h i c h  I  c o u l d  t a l k  w i t h  t h e m  o r  

w r i t e  t o  t h e m  w i t h  e a s e  a n d  a c c u 

r a c y  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

F o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  m a n k i n d  I ’ d  l i k e  

t o  s e e  i t  p u t  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  

c r e d i t  o f  m y  c o u n t r y  I ’ d  b e  g l a d  t o  

s e e  i t  l e a d  t h e  w a y . — A r t h u r  E l l i o t  

S p r o u l ,  i n  t h e  Washington Post.

P r a g u e  ( a p ) . — T e a c h i n g  o f  E n g 

l i s h  w i l l  b e  c o m p u l s o r y  i n  a l l  

C z e c h o s l o v a k  s c h o o l s  a f t e r  S e p t e m 

b e r  1 .  T h e  o n l y  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  

s t u d e n t s  h i t h e r t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e 

q u i r e d  t o  l e a r n  w a s  G e r m a n ,  o n e -  

t h i r d  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  

b e i n g  o f  S a x o n  o r i g i n .

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  a d u l t s  m a y  a l s o  a c 

q u i r e  s o m e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  E n g l i s h ,  

e v e n i n g  c o u r s e s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  c l u b  

h o u s e s  a n d  s c h o o l s  a n d  E n g l i s h  l e s 

s o n s  a r e  b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  

r a d i o s  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  w e e k .  T h e  

s t a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  l e n d  b o o k s  

i n  E n g l i s h  a t  a  n o m i n a l  f e e  o f  a  f e w  

c e n t s  a  m o n t h .

A n  E n g l i s h  w e e k l y  m a g a z i n e  i s  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  P r a g u e  a n d  a  n e w s 

p a p e r  w i l l  s o o n  b e  s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  E n g l i s h  a n d  

A m e r i c a n  t o u r i s t s  w h o  v i s i t  C z e c h 

o s l o v a k i a ’ s  s p a s . — Washington, D. 
G. “ S tar .”
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“ E very  man trained through the teachings of Ood and il
lumined by the Light of His Guidance, who becomes a believer 
in God and His signs and is kindled with the fire of the love of 
God, sacrifices the imperfections of nature for the sake of divine 
perfections.— ’A bdu’l-Baha.

T h e  k in g d o m  o f  h e a v e n — w h a t  

i s  i t  ? A  c e l e s t i a l  s o c i e t y  i n t o  w h i c h  

s p i r i t u a l  s o u l s  e n t e r  a f t e r  d e a t h ?  

T h e  p e r f e c t  d i v i n e l y  p a t t e r n e d  c i v i 

l i z a t i o n  y e t  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t h i s  

e a r t h ?  O r  i s  i t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  

o f  b e i n g ,  a  g o a l  t o  b e  a t t a i n e d  i n  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  o n e ’ s  s p i r i t u a l  e v o l u t i o n ?

P e r h a p s  i t  i s  a l l  o f  t h e s e .  C e r 

t a i n l y  o n e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  w a i t  

u n t i l  d e a t h  t o  e n t e r  i t .  N o r  c a n  o n e  

e n t e r  i t  u n t i l  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  

s p i r i t u a l  e v o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e a c h 

e d .  A n d  w h e n  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  a n y  

g i v e n  s o c i e t y  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h i s  n e c 

e s s a r y  s t a g e  i n  s p i r i t u a l  e v o l u t i o n  

— t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  d i v i n e  a t t r i 

b u t e s  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v i n g — t h e n  

t h a t  s o c i e t y  i s  a  t i n y  r e p l i c a  a n d  a  

l i v i n g  p a r t  o f  t h a t  c o s m i c ,  u n i v e r s a l  

O r g a n i s m  c a l l e d  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  

H e a v e n .

O n e  c a n n o t  b e  b o r n  i n t o  t h e  K i n g 

d o m  o f  H e a v e n  b y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

p h y s i c a l  b i r t h ,  n o r  c a n  o n e  b e  n a t u r 

a l i z e d  i n t o  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  i t  b y  t h e  

m e r e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a n y  g i v e n  M a n i 

f e s t a t i o n  o r  b o d y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h .

A d m i t t a n c e  t o  t h i s  c e l e s t i a l  K i n g 

d o m  i s  g a i n e d  o n l y  b y  m i g r a t i n g  

f r o m  s e l f ,  b y  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  o n e  

t h o s e  e g o i s t i c  q u a l i t i e s — a l l  t h e  p e r 

v e r s i t i e s ,  e n v i e s ,  b a s e n e s s e s  o f  t h e

p r i m i t i v e  m a n  b u r i e d  d e e p  i n  o u r  

p s y c h i s m — a n d  a d v a n c i n g  t o  t h e  

p l a n e  o f  s e v e r a n c e  f r o m  s e l f ,  o f  d i 

v i n e  l o v e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  a l l .

J u s t  a s  o n e  i s  b o r n  i n t o  t h e  p h y 

s i c a l  w o r l d  a f t e r  a  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  

p h y s i c a l  g e s t a t i o n ,  g r o w t h  a n d  d e 

v e l o p m e n t  p r e c e d i n g  p a r t u r i t i o n ,  s o  

o n e  c a n  b e  b o r n  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

w o r l d  o n l y  a f t e r  a  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  

s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h .

T h i s  s p i r i t u a l  c o m i n g  o f  a g e  

m a r k s  s u c h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s i t i o n  

f r o m  m a n  c a r n a l  t o  m a n  s p i r i t u a l  

t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  t h e  “ s e c o n d  

b i r t h . ”  O n e  m u s t  l i t e r a l l y  b e  

“ b o r n  o f  t h e  S p i r i t , ”  i n  o r d e r  t o  

b r e a t h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e  l i f e - g i v i n g  

a i r  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  a n d  p a r t a k e  o f  

i t s  S u s t e n a n c e .

M o t iv e s  o f  c o n s e c b a t io n , o f  s e r 

v i c e ,  o f  m u t u a l  l o v e  a n d  h a r m o n y ,  

— m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e v a i l  i n  a l l  

c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m .

I t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n — a s  i m m u t a b l e  

a s  m a t h e m a t i c a l  l a w — t h a t  c e l e s t i a l  

s o c i e t i e s  c a n  c o n t a i n  a m i d s t  t h e i r  

m e m b e r s h i p  n o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  

e g o i s t i c  q u a l i t i e s ;  e l s e  b y  v e r y  d e f i 

n i t i o n  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c e l e s t i a l l y -  

p a t t e r e n e d  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m .

F o r  w h e r e  e g o i s m  a n d  s e l f i s h n e s s



1 6 4 T H E  B A H A ’I M A G A ZINE

e n t e r  i n ,  d i s h a r m o n y  e n t e r s  i n ;  a n d  

w h e r e  d i s h a r m o n y  e n t e r s  i n ,  t h e  

v e r y  b a s i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  K i n g 

d o m  o f  H e a v e n  d i s s o l v e  a n d  v a n i s h .

S o  f o r  i t s  o w n  p r o t e c t i o n  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  c a n n o t  n o u r i s h  

i n  i t s  m i d s t  a n y  u n p u r i f i e d  s o u l s .  

O t h e r  k i n g d o m s  t h e r e  a r e ,  o t h e r  

r e a l m s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  

s t r u g g l e s  f r o m  s e l f i s h n e s s  t o  s e l f 

l e s s n e s s  t a k e  p l a c e .  That struggle  
cannot and does not take place with
in the Kingdom!

P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  

t h e  p h r a s e ,  “ M a n y  a r e  c a l l e d  b u t  

f e w  a r e  c h o s e n . ”  M a n y  i n d e e d  a r e  

t h e  s o u l s  w h o  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  t r a i n  o f  

a  M a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  a t 

t a i n  t o  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  C e l e s t i a l  

K i n g d o m ,  h o w  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w !

M a n y  s o u l s  t h e r e  a r e  w h o  a r e  s e n 

s i t i v e  e n o u g h  t o  f e e l  t h e  h i g h e r  v i 

b r a t i o n s  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  a  M a n i 

f e s t a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o  c r a v e  t o  b a s k  i n  

t h e  w a r m t h  o f  t h a t  D i v i n e  S m i l e  

w h i c h  v i b r a t e s  a  l o v e  a n d  j o y  n e v e r  

k n o w n  i n  h u m a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

B u t  i f  o n e  i s  c o n t e n t  t o  p a s s i v e l y  

b a s k  i n  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  w a r m t h  o f  

t h e s e  E m a n a t i o n s ,  c a n  o n e  b e  s a i d

t o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  t h a t  t o  w h i c h  o n e  

i s  c a l l e d ,  t h e  t r u e  s t a t i o n  o f  M a n  a s  

i m b u e d  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  a t t r i b u t e s  1
C h r i s t  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f i s h e r m e n  

f r o m  t h e  S e a  o f  G a l i l e e  t o  f o l l o w  

H i m  i n  a  h o l i d a y  e x c u r s i o n  t h r o u g h 

o u t  P a l e s t i n e .  K a t h e r ,  H e  c a l l e d  

t h e m  t o  a  l i f e  o f  c o n s e c r a t i o n  a n d  

s e r v i c e — t o  m a k e  t h e m  f i s h e r s  o f  

m e n .

S o  i t  i s  w i t h  e v e r y  M a n i f e s t a t i o n .  

T h e y  o p e n  T h e i r  a r m s  t o  a l l .  T h e y  

s h e d  t h e  d i v i n e  b e n e f i c e n c e  o f  T h e i r  

L o v e  a n d  G l o r y  u p o n  a l l  w h o  w i l l  

a c c e p t .  B u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  

e m a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  

m a y  t h e m s e l v e s  b e c o m e  a b l a z e  w i t h  

t h e  f i r e  o f  t h a t  L o v e  w h i c h  i s  c h a r -  

a c t e r t i s t i c  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m .

I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

g r o w t h .  W e  m u s t  o u r s e l v e s  b e c o m e  

k i n d l e d ,  r a d i a n t ,  r a d i o - a c t i v e .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o r  h e a r t  o r  

b o t h  w e  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  C a l l  o f  

t h e  K i n g d o m .  B u t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  

h e r o i c  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  s o u l  d o  w e  

a t t a i n .

G l o r y  b e  u p o n  t h e m  t h a t  f o l l o w  

G l o r y — u n t i l  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  b e 

c o m e  i n b u e d  w i t h  G l o r y .

“Nay, rather, the beloved of God and the maidservants of the Merciful must 
manifest such attributes and ethical conduct as to embody and personify the Teachings 
of Baha’u’lldh. They must promulgate the Law of the Kingdom with deeds and not 
words. Thus may they become the quintessence of being, the signs of the Kingdom of 
God, standards of the Supreme Concourse. May ye be salutary water for the thirsty, 
an evidence of guidance for the seeker, protection and support for the helpless, a shelter 
and home for the wanderers, the treasury of the Kingdom for the poor, the source of 
hope and happiness for the disappointed, the remedy of the heart and soul for the 
ailing. May ye manifest the utmost of kindness to the human race; to weep with him 
who mourneth and to laugh with him who rejoiceth; sympathizing with the helpless; 
in commune with the wanderer; a friend to a friend and foe.”—’Abdu’l-Baha.
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B A H A ’U ’L L A H
0  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  a i r !

W i t h  a l l  r e t r e a t s ,  T h o n  c a n s ’ t  n o t  h i d e

F r o m  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  T h e e ,  t h e y  m u s t  t h e r e  a b i d e

W h e r e ’ e r  T h o u  a r t ,  t h o  t h a t  h e  e v e r y w h e r e .

G r e a t  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  v a s t  e x p a n s e !

T h y  w o r l d s  a r e  o n e  b r o a d  r o a d  f o r  m e n ;

T o  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  a n d  s e e k  a n d  s e e k  a g a i n  

T h e r e  i s  n o  f a i l u r e  a n d  n o  c h a n c e .

1  s e e  T h e e  w h e r e  t a l l  m o u n t a i n s  l i f t  

T h e i r  h e a d s  o f  g r a n i t e  c a p p e d  w i t h  s n o w ,

O r  w h e r e  p u r e  r i v e r s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o w  

T h a t  m o v i n g  s e a - w a r d  s e e m  t o  d r i f t .

I  h e a r  T h e e  i n  t h e  s o n g  o f  b i r d s  ;

I  s e e  T h e e  w h e r e  t h e  g r a s s e s  s w a y ;

W h e r e  f i e l d s  w i t h  g o l d e n  g r a i n  a r e  g a y ,

A n d  i n  t h e  l o w i n g ,  h a p p y  h e r d s .

T h e r e  w h e r e  r a p t  A u g u s t  h e a v e s  a  s i g h ;
W h e r e  s t e r n  D e c e m b e r  c a l l s  a n d  t h r i l l s ;

W h e r e  t e a r s  w i t h  s m i l e s  s w e e t  A p r i l  f i l l s ,

A n d  J u n e  w i t h  r o s e s  c h a r m s  t h e  e y e .

I n  a l l  t h e  s e a s o n s ,  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  

T h y  l o v e  a w a i t s  t h e  o n e  w h o  s e e s ,

A n d  e v e n  i n  t h e  w i n d - s w e p t  t r e e s  

T h e r e ’ s  m u s i c  f o r  t h e  o n e  w h o  h e a r s .

I  s e e  T h e e  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  s o u l  

O f  e v e r y  e r r i n g  b r o t h e r  m a n ,

A n d  o n e  b y  o n e  T h y  p o w e r  c a n  

A d d  l o v e ’ s  s w e e t  l e a v e n  t o  t h e  w h o l e .

W h e r e  s u n s e t s  s i n k  a n d  s t a r s  a r i s e  

I  s e e  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  t h e  d a w n ,

T h e  d a y  w h e n  d a r k n e s s  s h a l l  b e  g o n e  

A n d  l i g h t  s h a l l  s h i n e  f r o m  a l l  m e n ’ s  e y e s !

W h e n  w a r ,  t h a t  l e a v e s  u s  s t a r k  a n d  d u m b ,

T h e  c r i m e  a n d  s c o u r g e  o f  m o r t a l  m e n ,

S h a l l  g o ,  a n d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  a g a i n ,

S h a l l  g o — - b e c a u s e  t h e  K i n g  h a s  c o m e !

— C harles  S te e le  D a v id so n .
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IS DISARMAMENT POSSIBLE?
All the peoples of the world are beginning to feel an opposition to the burden of 

heavy armaments and of militarism. The idea of the limitation of armaments has 
been broached, and, in fact, treated to a certain extent by International Conferences. 
It is plain, however, that the logical development of the idea of the limitation of 
armaments is toward the practical abolition of armaments, provided that all nations 
move simultaneously in this direction. It would be extremely unwise for any one 
nation to reduce its armaments to the vanishing point unless every other nation were 
doing the same thing.

Recently and perhaps of immeasurable significance is the close cooperation between 
the Prime Minister of England and the President of the United States in the matter 
of the reduction of naval armaments. The New York Times editorially comments on 
the enthusiasm with which this changed outlook for reduction of armaments has been 
received and states that, “the world is not mistaken in regard to the abolition of com
petitive naval building as full of immense and benign promise. It signifies a new 
mental attitude among all the nations; and it is the national mind which makes na
tional policies. What Mr. Hoover and Mr. MacDonald have done is to approach their 
task in a businesslike way. They have agreed that if war is to be given up it is not 
good business to act as if all the time we had to be desperately getting ready for it.”

The following statement of ’Abdull-Baha, given in answer to inquiry by a prom
inent European concerning peace and war, makes very clear the way in which dis
armament must safely come about.

D is a r m a m e n t  P l a n  oe  ’A b d iP l -B a h a .

“ B y  a  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  a l l  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m u s t  

d i s a r m  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  I t  w i l l  n o t  d o  i f  o n e  l a y s  d o w n  i t s  a r m s  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  r e f u s e s  t o  d o  s o .  T h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m u s t  c o n c u r  w i t h  

e a c h  o t h e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  s u p r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t ,  t h u s  t h e y  m a y -  

a b a n d o n  t o g e t h e r  t h e  d e a d l y  w e a p o n s  o f  h u m a n  s l a u g h t e r

“ W h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  U n i v e r s a l  P e a c e ,  w e  m e a n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g o v e r n 

m e n t s  m u s t  c h a n g e  t h e i r  f l e e t s  o f  b a t t l e s h i p s  a n d  d r e a d n a u g h t s  t o  a  

m i g h t y  f l e e t  o f  m e r c h a n t  m a r i n e ,  p l y i n g  t h e  o c e a n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  u n i t i n g  

t h e  d i s t a n t  s h o r e s  a n d  i n t e r w e a v i n g  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  

m o r a l  f o r c e s  o f  m a n k i n d .  B u t  s h o u l d  E n g l a n d  a l o n e  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  h e r  w a r s h i p s ,  s h e  w o u l d  b e  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  h e r  e n e m i e s  

a n d  w o u l d  r e m a i n  p o w e r l e s s  a n d  d e f e n s e l e s s .  T h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  w o u l d  

u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  b e  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  a  p o w e r f u l ,  i n v a d i n g  w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d  

h o s t .  H e n c e ,  a s i d e  f r o m  a n y  n a t i o n a l  p r o w e s s ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  
w o u l d  b e  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h i s  w e l t e r i n g  w h i r l p o o l  o f  m i l i t a r y  a n d  n a v a l  

e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  a n d  w o u l d  b e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  h e a d s  a b o v e  t h e  

s e e t h i n g  w a t e r  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  w h i c h ,  u n l e s s  c a l m e d  d o w n ,  w o u l d  

d r o w n  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  a n y  n a t i o n a l i t y .

“ N o ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d i s a r m a m e n t  m u s t  b e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  b y  a l l  

t h e  n a t i o n s  a n d  n o t  o n l y  b y  o n e  o r  t w o .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  

p e a c e  m u s t  s t r i v e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  

m a y  b e c o m e  p e a c e - l o v i n g ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  m a y  g a i n  a  s t r o n g  a n d  p e r 

m a n e n t  f o o t i n g ,  a n d  d a y  b y  d a y  t h e  a r m y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  b e  i n 

c r e a s e d ,  c o m p l e t e  d i s a r m a m e n t  b e  r e a l i z e d  a n d  t h e  f l a g  o f  u n i v e r s a l  c o n 

c i l i a t i o n  b e  w a v i n g  o n  t h e  s u m m i t  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  .  .  .
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“ O n c e  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  M a n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  

p a r t s  o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  

c o v e n a n t  o f  e t e r n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  w i l l  h a v e  n o  n e e d  o f  k e e p i n g  l a r g e  s t a n d 

i n g  a r m i e s  a n d  n a v i e s .  A  f e w  b a t t a l i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e  i n t e r n a l  o r d e r ,  

a n d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  t o  k e e p  t h e  h i g h w a y s  o f  t h e  s e a s  c l e a r ,  a r e  

a l l  t h a t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e n  t h e s e  h u g e  s u m s  w i l l  b e  d i v e r t e d  t o  

o t h e r  m o r e  u s e f u l  c h a n n e l s ,  p a u p e r i s m  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r ,  k n o w l e d g e  w i l l  

i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  o f  p e a c e  w i l l  b e  s u n g  b y  p o e t s  a n d  b a r d s ,  k n o w l 

e d g e  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  .  .  .  t h u s  w i l l  t h e  w o r l d  o f  h u 

m a n i t y  b e c o m e  a  m i r r o r  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d . ”

T h e  N a t io n a l it y  o f  H u m a n it y

“ H i s  H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a p p e a r e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  

c e n t e r  o f  p r e j u d i c e .  I n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  w e r e  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

r e l i g i o n s ,  s e c t s  a n d  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  A l l  t h e  a n i m o s i t i e s  o f  p a s t  c e n t u r i e s  

e x i s t e d  a m o n g  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  k i l l  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e y  c o n 

s i d e r e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  o t h e r s  w h o  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e m  i n  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f ,  a n  a c t  o f  w o r s h i p .  H i s  H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u c h  

u n i t y  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t 

e s t  l o v e  a n d  a m i t y  a r e  n o w  w i t n e s s e d  a m o n g  t h e m  .  .  .  t h r o u g h  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  h e a v e n  H e  h a s  b r o u g h t  t h e  e a s t  a n d  t h e  w e s t  t o g e t h e r .  E r e  

l o n g  w e  s h a l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d .  

T h e  o n e n e s s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h u m a n i t y  w i l l  s u p p l a n t  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  

c o n q u e s t  a n d  a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  w i l l  g a t h e r  u n d e r  i t s  p r o t e c 

t i o n .

W h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  a r e  a s k e d  “ T o  w h i c h  n a t i o n a l i t y  d o  

y o u  b e l o n g ? ”  t h e  a n s w e r  w i l l  b e  “ T o  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  h u m a n i t y .  I  

a m  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  I  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  a r m y  o f  t h e  

‘ M o s t  G r e a t  P e a c e ’  ” . . .  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e m  w i l l  b e  c i t i z e n s  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  

n a t i o n a l i t y ;  t h e  o n e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  o n e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  o n e  w o r l d  o f  h u m a n i t y ;  

a n d  t h e n  t h e s e  w a r s ,  h a t r e d s  a n d  s t r i f e s  w i l l  p a s s  a w a y .

“ T h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  w o r l d  i s  s i c k .  I t s  r e m e d y  a n d  h e a l i n g  

w i l l  b e  t h e  o n e n e s s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h u m a n i t y .  I t s  l i f e  i s  t h e  “ M o s t  

G r e a t  P e a c e . ”  I t s  i l l u m i n a t i o n  a n d  q u i c k e n i n g  i s  l o v e .  I t s  h a p p i n e s s  

i s  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p e r f e c t i o n s .  I t  i s  m y  w i s h  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  

i n  t h e  b o u n t i e s  a n d  f a v o r s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  w e  m a y  f i n d  a  n e w  l i f e ,  a c 

q u i r e  a  n e w  p o w e r  a n d  a t t a i n  t o  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  s u p r e m e  s o u r c e  o f  

e n e r g y  s o  t h a t  t h e  “ M o s t  G r e a t  P e a c e ”  o f  divine intention  s h a l l  b e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  u p o n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m e n  

w i t h  G o d . ”
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ABOVE THE MISTS
F l o r e n c e  E .  P i n c h ó n

I N  t h e s e  g r e a t  d a y s  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  

t h e  p o s s i b l e  h a s  b e c o m e  b e w i l d 

e r i n g l y  e n l a r g e d .  U p o n  t h e  u n 

c h a r t e r e d  s e a s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  

b r i l l i a n t  s o u l s  a r e  a d v e n t u r i n g  a s  

n e v e r  b e f o r e .  T h e y  a r e  s t r a i n i n g  t o  

v i e w  t h e  i n v i s i b l e ,  t o u c h  t h e  i n t a n g 

i b l e ,  k n o w  t h e  u n k n o w a b l e ,  d a r i n g  

t o  p e e p  o v e r  t h e  e d g e  o ’  B e y o n d  

a n d  g r e e t  t h e  U n s e e n  w i t h  a  c h e e r  !

T h r o u g h  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  a v e n u e s  

o p e n i n g  i n t o  t h e  i n v i s i b l e ,  t h o s e  e n 

g a g e d  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  p s y c h i c  r e s e a r c h  

a r e  b u s i l y  t r y i n g  t o  p i e r c e  a  w a y .  

T h e  w a r  b r o u g h t  a  w a v e  o f  i n t e r e s t  

i n  a l l  s u c h  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  a  c l a s s  o f  p h e n o m e n a  n o w  p o p u 

l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  

S p i r i t u a l i s t  M o v e m e n t .  A n d  i t  i s  

c o n c e r n i n g  a  c e r t a i n  l e a d e r ,  a n d  o n e  

m i g h t  t r u l y  s a y ,  a  “ m o v i n g  s p i r i t ”  

o f  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y  t h a t  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  b r i e f l y  

r e l a t e d .

M a d a m e  E s m é ,  d a r k - h a i r e d  a n d  

o f  s t r i k i n g  a p p e a r a n c e ,  w a s  a  

w o m a n  i n  w h o m  m e d i u m i s t i c  a n d  

p s y c h i c  p o w e r s  w e r e  h i g h l y  d e v e l 

o p e d .  B e s i d e s  b e i n g  c l a i r v o y a n t  

a n d  c l a i r a u d i e n t ,  s h e  w a s  a  c o l o r  

s e n s i t i v e ,  a n d  c o u l d ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  p e r c e i v e  c o l o r  v i b r a 

t i o n s  i n  a u r a s .  T h e s e  s h e  w o u l d  

t r y  t o  p a i n t  a n d  c l a s s i f y  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  o f  d e l i n e a t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  

a n d  d i a g n o s i n g  d i s e a s e .  H o w e v e r ,  

m a r r i e d  e a r l y  i n  l i f e  t o  a  m e d i c a l  

d o c t o r  w h o  p o s s e s s e d  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  

g i f t s ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i 

t u d e  t o w a r d s  a l l  p s y c h i c  p h e n o m e n a  

h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  h e r

o w n ,  a n d  a s s i s t e d  h e r  i n  k e e p i n g  

h e r  c r i t i c a l  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  

f a c u l t i e s  m o r e  a w a k e  t h a n  i s  u s u a l 

l y  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  b e c o m e  

a b s o r b e d  i n  t h e s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  s u b 

j e c t i v e  a n d  s u p e r n o r m a l  s t a t e s .

H e r  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

M e s s a g e  c a m e  w i t h  a  g l i m p s e  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  d u r i n g  H i s  v i s i t  t o  

P a r i s  i n  1 9 1 1 .  Y e t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s h e  

h a d  b e e n  c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e  H e  p r e s e n t e d ,  i n  

t h e  t o n e s  o f  H i s  s o f t  P e r s i a n ,  i n  

t h o s e  l o v e l y  r a d i a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h ,  t o  

h e r  a s t r a l  s i g h t ,  H e  s t o o d  h a l o e d .  

A n d  t h a t  w a s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a l l .  B u t  

U o d ’ s  W o r d  d o e s  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t o  

H i m  v o i d — e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  p a s s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  “ m a n y  d a y s . ”  T h e  

s o i l  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e e d  h a d  

f a l l e n ,  t h o u g h  c h o k e d  w i t h  t h e  

w e e d s  o f  f u t i l e  i m a g i n a t i o n s ,  p h a n 

t a s i e s ,  a n d  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n s ,  h a d  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l i v i n g  s e e d  e n 

f o l d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  g a r d e n  o f  t h e  

h e a r t  a s  a  s w e e t  a n d  f r a g r a n t  

m e m o r y .

T h e n  t h e  w i n d s  o f  a d v e r s i t y  b e 

g a n  t o  b l o w .  M a d a m e  E s m e ’ s  o n l y  

s o n  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  w a r .  H e r  h u s 

b a n d  b e c a m e  e s t r a n g e d .  E v e n  h e r  

p s y c h i c  p o w e r s  s u f f e r e d  a  c e r t a i n  

e c l i p s e .  T h e  l o s s  o f  h e r  s o n  c a u s e d  

h e r ,  a s  i t  h a s  d o n e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  

t o  s e e k  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f f e r  b y  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h e y  c a n ,  w h e n  t h e y  s o  d e s i r e ,  c o m 

m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e i r  b e 

l o v e d  d e a d ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  d i r e c t  a n 

s w e r s  t o  t h e i r  e a g e r  a n d  a n x i o u s  

q u e s t i o n i n g s .

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e
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c a m e  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  M a d a m e  

E s m e  a  c o p y  o f  “ H i d d e n  W o r d s . ” *  

A l t h o u g h  i t  c o n t a i n e d  m u c h  s h e  d i d  

n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  

b e a u t y  o f  t h e s e  “ p e a r l s  o f  w i s d o m ”  

g r e a t l y  i m p r e s s e d  h e r .  M e m o r y  

s t i r r e d .  T h e  f i g u r e  o f  O n e ,  a s  s h e  

h a d  s e e n  H i m  s o  l o n g  a g o ,  c l o t h e d  

i n  l i g h t ,  r o s e  b e f o r e  h e r .  S h e  

s o u g h t  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  s e n d e r  

o f  t h e  l i t t l e  b o o k .

“ ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  h a s  p a s s e d  o v e r  

h a s  H e  n o t  ? ’  ’  s h e  e n q u i r e d .

“ Y e s , ”  r e p l i e d  t h e  f r i e n d ,  “ i n  

N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 2 1 . ”

“ D o  y o u  e v e r  g e t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

f r o m  H i m ? ”

“ O f  c o u r s e , ”  c a m e  t h e  s m i l i n g  

r e p l y .

“ I n d e e d !  T h r o u g h  w h a t  m e d 

i u m ? ”  M a d a m e  e a g e r l y  d e m a n d e d .

“ O h ,  n o  m e d i u m  i s  n e c e s s a r y , ”  

e x p l a i n e d  h e r  f r i e n d ,  “ f o r  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a  h a s  ‘  s p i r i t u a l  s p e e c h  a n d  

h e a v e n l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s , ’  a n d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  b o u n t y  o f  G l o d ,  H e  a d 

d r e s s e s  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  i n  v i s i o n  t h o s e  

w h o  a d d r e s s  H i m .  B u t  n a t u r a l l y  

t h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  k n o w n  t o  t h o s e  f r o m  

w h o s e  e y e s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  v e i l s  

( w h i c h  m a y  b e  b o t h  a s t r a l  a n d  m e n 

t a l )  h a v e  b e e n  l i f t e d ;  t h o s e  w h o  

h a v e ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  ‘ t u n e d - i n ’  t o  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  S u p r e m e  C o n c o u r s e .

“ W h e n  w e  h a v e  p u r i f i e d  o u r  

t h o u g h t s  a n d  b e c o m e ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  

t o  s o m e  e x t e n t ,  f r e e  f r o m  s e l f i s h  

d e s i r e s ,  t h e s e  m e s s a g e s  c a n  c o m e  

t o  u s  w i t h o u t  i n t e r m i s s i o n .  T h e y  

a r e  f l a s h e d  t o  o u r  m i n d s  a n d  i m 

p r i n t e d  u p o n  o u r  h e a r t s ,  a s  s u r e  i n 

t u i t i o n s ,  j o y o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n s ,  f e e l 

i n g s  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  

s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  i n  a  w o n d e r f u l  

d r e a m  o r  v i s i o n .  F o r  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,

n o t  o n l y  w h e n  H e  d e l i v e r e d  H i s  

F a t h e r ’ s  g r e a t  M e s s a g e  o n  e a r t h ,  

b u t  n o w  t h a t  H e  h a s  a s c e n d e d ,  s t i l l  

s p e a k s  t o  u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o n g u e  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h e l p  u s  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m a n i f o l d  m e a n 

i n g s  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  w r i t i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  

d e e p  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  N e w  K i n g 

d o m .  ’  ’

“ B u t , ”  o b s e r v e d  t h e  M e d i u m  i n  

e v i d e n t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  “ h a v e  y o u  

n o  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n s ,  c l a i r v o y a n t  d e 

s c r i p t i o n s ,  a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g s  o r  

t r u m p e t  v o i c e s ? ”

“ W e  d o  n o t  d e n y  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  

s u p e r n o r m a l  p s y c h i c  f a c u l t i e s , ”  r e 

p l i e d  t h e  B a h a ’ i .  “ B a h â ’ u ’ l l â h  

t e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d s  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  

a n d  s o - c a l l e d  d e a d  a r e  o n e .  T h a t  a l l  

m e n  w h e t h e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  w a y  

o f  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e y  a r e  ‘ a l i v e ’  o r  

‘ d e a d ’  a r e  p a r t s  o f  o n e  o r g a n i s m ,  

a n d  t h a t  b o t h  w o r l d s  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  

d e p e n d e n t  o n e  o n  t h e  o t h e r .

“ W e  b e l i e v e ,  a s  y o u  d o ,  i n  t h e  s u r 

v i v a l  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  

a f t e r  d e a t h  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  a t t r i b u t e s  

o f  m a n ,  i n  a  t i m e  o f  r e - u n i o n  w i t h  

t h o s e  w h o m  w e  t r u l y  l o v e  ;  a n d  t h a t  

c o m m u n i o n  o n e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r ,  f a r  

f r o m  b e i n g  i m p o s s i b l e  o r  u n n a t u r a l ,  

i s  c o n s t a n t  a n d  i n e v i t a b l e .  B u t  

s u c h  i n t e r c o u r s e  i s  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  n o t  

p h e n o m e n a l .  ’  ’

“ N o t  p h e n o m e n a l ! ”  e x c l a i m e d  

M a d a m e  E s m e  i n  d i s m a y .  “ B u t  

w h a t  a b o u t  m y  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n s ? ”

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  h a s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

“ t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  

p a s s e d  o n  a r e  f r e e d  f r o m  s e n s e  l i f e ,  

a n d  d o  n o t  u s e  p h y s i c a l  m e a n s .  

T h a t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  p h e n o 

m e n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  h a s  o t h e r  e x 

p l a n a t i o n s . ”

“ W h a t  t h e n  i s  t h e  f o r c e  u s e d  i n  

a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g  ? ’  ’  s h e  q u e s t i o n e d .

‘  ‘  T h i s  p o w e r ,  ’  ’  r e p l i e d  t h e  f r i e n d ,*A book of exhortations by Bahâ’uTlâh.
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“ i s  n e i t h e r  h e a v e n l y  n o r  s p i r i t u a l ;  

n e i t h e r  i s  i t  a n  i n f l u e n c e  f r o m  d i s 

e m b o d i e d  s p i r i t s .  I t  i s  o f  t h e  h u 

m a n  m i n d ,  a n d  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m a g 

n e t i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  s e l f  o f  t h e  o n e  

d o i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g . ”

“ I  t h i n k  I  b e g i n  t o  s e e  w h a t  y o u  

m e a n , ”  r e t u r n e d  M a d a m e  t h o u g h t 

f u l l y .  “ I  d o  n o t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e s e  f a c u l t i e s  I  a m  u s i n g .  A n d  

p e r h a p s ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  r a d i o ,  

o f  r a d i u m  a n d  r e l a t i v i t y ,  i t  i s  u n 

w i s e  t o  h o l d  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  c o n c l u 

s i o n s ,  f o r  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  

t o  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  t h e  T r u t h . ”

H e r e  M a d a m e  E s m e  g l a n c e d  a t  

t h e  c l o c k ,  a n d  i n v i t e d  h e r  g u e s t  t o  

r e m a i n  f o r  a  m e e t i n g  w h i c h  w a s  

j u s t  a b o u t  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  h e r  d r a w 

i n g - r o o m  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .

“ D o n ’ t  y o u  t h i n k ”  a s k e d  o n e  o f  

t h e  m e m b e r s  a s  t h e y  t o o k  t h e i r  

p l a c e s ,  “ t h a t  w e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a r e  

d o i n g  a  g r e a t  w o r k  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  

c o n v i n c e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  a n  

a f t e r - l i f e ,  a n d  s o  g i v i n g  t h e m  

F a i t h  ? ’  ’

“ E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  r e n d s  a s u n d e r  

f l e s h l y  v e i l s ,  a n d  h e l p s  m a n  t o  r e 

a l i z e  h i s  e t e r n a l  p a r t  i s  g o o d , ”  r e 

p l i e d  t h e  B a h a ’ i ,  “ b u t  d o e s n ’ t  F a i t h  

c o n s i s t  i n  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h a t  o f  w h i c h  

w e  c a n  h a v e  n o  m a t e r i a l  p r o o f ?  

I s n ’ t  i t  r a t h e r  a  c a s e  o f  ‘ b l e s s e d  a r e  

t h e y  w h o  n o t  h a v i n g  s e e n ,  y e t  b e 

l i e v e ? ’  ”

W h a t  a  s t r a n g e  m e e t i n g  t h e n  t o o k  

p l a c e !

T h e y  s a t  i n  a  c i r c l e  i n  s e m i - d a r k 

n e s s ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  h y m n  h a d  b e e n  

s u n g  a n d  s o f t  m u s i c  p l a y e d ,  o n e  o f  

t h e  c o m p a n y  b e g a n  t o  g i v e  d e s c r i p 

t i o n s  o f  u n h a p p y  s o u l s — “ d a r k e n ’ d  

a n d  c a s t  o u t ,  s o l i t a r y  s h a d o w s  w a i l 

i n g  o n  t h e  m a r g i n  o f  n o n - e n t i t y ” -— - 

w h o ,  s t i l l  b o u n d  t o  e a r t h  b y  r e a s o n

o f  t h e i r  s i n s ,  c a m e  t o  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  

w o e s  a n d  a s k  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

C i r c l e  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e .

T h e  v e r y  a i r  o f  t h e  r o o m  g r e w  

t h i c k  a n d  o p p r e s s i v e !

“ 0  G o d ,  p r a y e d  o n e  i n  t h a t  c i r 

c l e ,  l e t  T h y  d i v i n e  a n d  p u r i f y i n g  

b r e e z e  b l o w  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a s s e m b l y  

a n d  q u i c k e n  a l l  s o u l s  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  

t h e  V e i l  w h o  a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  d e a d . ”

T h e n  a  c u r i o u s  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  

A  s u d d e n  d r a u g h t  l i f t e d  t h e  c u r 

t a i n s ,  t h e  f o r c e s  b e g a n  t o  f a i l ,  t h e  

s h a d e s  m e l t e d  a w a y ,  t h e  w r i t i n g s  

c e a s e d .  S o m e o n e  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  

“ u n f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s . ”  H o w 

e v e r ,  b e f o r e  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  b r o k e  u p ,  

t h e i r  l e a d e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h e r  

‘ G u i d e ”  h a d  j u s t  “ c o m e  t h r o u g h ”  

a n d  r e q u e s t e d  s o m e  p r a y e r s .  W o u l d  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  v i s i t o r  o f f e r  o n e ?

“ I  c a n n o t  p r a y  f o r  t h e  e a r t h -  

b o u n d ”  s a i d  t h e  f r i e n d  g e n t l y ,  f o r  

w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o n e .  

E v i l ,  y o u  s e e ,  i s  n o t  a  p o s i t i v e  

t h i n g ;  i t  i s  t h e  l a c k  o r  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  

o f  g o o d .  W h e n  s o u l s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  

g o o d  d i e ,  t h e y  a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  d e a d ,  

t h e y  g o  e n t i r e l y  a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  

p l a n e ,  a n d  s o  c a n n o t  o b s e s s  o r  i n f l u 

e n c e  a n y o n e .

“ T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  d e 

v e l o p ,  i n  t h i s  e m b r y o  w o r l d ,  a n y  o f  

t h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  w h i c h  w e  

n e e d  t o  p o s s e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r  

i n t o  t h e  l i f e  b e y o n d ,  a r e ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  

s p h e r e ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  o f  a  m i n e r a l  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  

s t r i v e n  t o  l i v e  u n s e l f i s h l y  i n  t h e  

l o v e  o f  G o d .  Y e t  a s  s o u l s  a r e  n e v e r  

a n n i h i l a t e d ,  b u t  a r e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  

e n d l e s s  e v o l u t i o n ,  o u r  p r a y e r s  c a n  

i n d e e d  b r i n g  l i g h t  t o  t h o s e  i n  d a r k 

n e s s  a n d  u p l i f t  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h o s e  

w e  l o v e  u p o n  t h e i r  u p w a r d  w a y .  

F o r  i n  p r a y e r  a  m i n g l i n g  o f  c o n d i 

t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  w h e t h e r  w e  a r e
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a w a r e  o f  i t  o r  n o t .  I t  i s  n o t  w i s e  t o  

s e e k  f o r  i n t e r c o u r s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

g r a t i f y  o u r  c u r i o s i t y ,  o r  e v e n  i n  

o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  o u r 

s e l v e s .  T h e  r e a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c o m e  i n c i d e n t a l l y  o r  i n  

d r e a m s ,  w h e n  t h e  s o u l  i s  l i g h t l y  

t e t h e r e d  t o  t h e  b o d y .  B u t  s i n c e  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  e a r n e s t  p r a y e r  i s  g r e a t e r  

i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  r e a l m s  t h a n  h e r e ,  i t  

i s  o u r  p r i v i l e g e  a n d  d u t y  t o  s e e k  t o  

a i d  t h e  d e p a r t e d  t h u s . ”

S o  t h e  c u r t a i n s  w e r e  t h r o w n  b a c k ,  

a n d  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n  p o u r e d  i t s  g l o r y  

i n t o  t h e  r o o m ,  a s  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  

B a h a ’ i  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  D e a d  w e r e  

r e a d .

T h u s  i t  c a m e  t o  p a s s  t h a t  a  r e 

m a r k a b l e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  

a n d  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c i r c l e  f o r  t h e  

r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  “ e a r t h - b o u n d ”  s u f 

f e r e d  a  s e a - c h a n g e ,  i n t o  a  f r i e n d l y  

t e a  a n d  g a t h e r i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  t h e  r a d i a n t  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  N e w  

R e v e l a t i o n .  T h o u g h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

s o m e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  

s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y t h i n g  

t o  e x c i t e  o r  s a t i s f y  c u r i o s i t y .

O n e  a e t e r x o o x  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  

r a i s e d '‘ ‘ S i n c e  B a h a  ’ u  ’ l l a h  t a u g h t  

t h e  h i d d e n  a s p e c t s  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  i n t e r c o m 

m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e e n  a n d  t h e  

u n s e e n ,  w h y  d o  n o t  B a h a ’ i s  e n d e a v 

o r  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  p s y c h i c  f a c u l 

t i e s  ? ”

T h e n  s o m e o n e  r e a d  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a ’ s  a n s w e r : —

“ T o  t a m p e r  w i t h  p s y c h i c  f o r c e s  

w h i l e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u l  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  t o  c o m e .  T h e s e  f o r c e s  a r e ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  r e a l ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  d e s t i n e d  t o  

b e  i n  a c t i v i t y  o n  t h i s  p l a n e . ”  A n d  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ’ s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

p h e n o m e n a  i s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  c o n 

f i r m e d  b y  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

T o  p u t  i t  v e r y  s i m p l y  a n d  b r i e f l y  

— a  c e r t a i n  w h i t e  f l u i d i c  m a t t e r  i n  

t h e  b r a i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  n e r v e  c e n 

t r e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  s o l a r  p l e x u s ,  i s ,  b y  

p s y c h i c  p r a c t i c e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n t e n s i f i e d .  I n c r e a s e d  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  

i s  p r o d u c e d .  A s t r a l  s i g h t  a n d  h e a r 

i n g  a n d  o t h e r  p h e n o m e n a  f o l l o w .  

T h i s  a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

b r a i n  a n d  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  l o n g  c o n 

t i n u e d ,  a f f e c t s  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  

m i n d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p u r s u e  t h e s e  

m e t h o d s  o f  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  U n s e e n .  

T h i s  f l u i d i c  o r  s e n s i t i z e d  n e r v o u s  

s y s t e m ,  i s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  m a t e r i a l i z 

i n g  m e d i u m s .  A t  s e a n c e s  t h i s  f i n e  

f o r m  o f  m a t t e r  i s  d r a w n  u p o n ,  

s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  i m 

p r i n t e d  b y  t h e i r  m i n d  i m a g e s ,  a n d  

a s t o n i s h i n g  a p p a r i t i o n s  m a k e  t h e i r  

a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e  p o w e r s  u s e d  a r e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  s p i r i t u a l  o n e s ,  a n d  

a r e ,  a t  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  b o t h  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  d a n 

g e r o u s  t o  o u r  s o u l ’ s  h i g h e s t  i n 

t e r e s t s .

I t  i s  w i s e s t  t o  l e t  a l l  s u c h  f a c u l 

t i e s  u n f o l d  t h e m s e l v e s  n a t u r a l l y ,  a s  

o u r  s o u l s  b e c o m e  a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  

h i g h e r  v i b r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e .

“ T h e  w h o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  m a 

t r i x - l i f e . ”  s a i d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  “ i s  

t h e  c o m i n g  f o r t h  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  

R e a l i t y ,  w h e r e  a l l  t h e s e  f o r c e s  w i l l  

b e  a c t i v e ,  a s  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  t h a t  

w o r l d . ”

“ B u t  w h a t  is  R e a l i t y ? ”  d e m a n d 

e d  o n e  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .

“ R e a l i t y , ”  s a i d  t h e  B a h a ’ i ,  “ i s  

p u r e  s p i r i t .  I t  o c c u p i e s  n o  s p a c e ,  

a n d  a s s u m e s  n o  f o r m .  P s y c h i c  

m e d i u m s  u s u a l l y  s p e a k  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

o f  t h o u g h t  o r  o f  p h a n t a s y ,  a n d  n o t  

o f  t h a t  o f  R e a l i t y .  Y o u  r e m e m b e r  

t h e  a d v i c e  o f  D i o n y s i u s :  ‘ Q u a i n t
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s o u n d s  a n d  s m e l l s  a n d  l i g h t s ,  a l l  i s  

l e s s  t h a n  s p i r i t - k n o w i n g ,  w o r k  n o t  

w i t h  t h e s e . ’

“  T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s i g n s  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  a c c o m p a n y  e v e r y  

s t a g e  i n  t h e  s o u l ’ s  u p w a r d  j o u r n e y ,  

b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  r e s t s  i n  p s y c h i c  

p h e n o m e n a ,  n o r  o n  t h e  a s t r a l  p l a n e ,  

n o r  i n  t r a n c e .  A s t r a l  a n d  m e n t a l  

i m a g e s  p r o c l a i m  o n l y  t h e  l o w e r  

l e v e l s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  o f t e n  

b e c o m e  e m b o d i e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  

s i m p l e - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  a  r e a l i t y .  B u t  ‘  t h e s e  

c o n c e p t i o n s  s u r g e  l i k e  t h e  w a v e s  o f  

t h e  s e a  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  p a s s  

a w a y  l i k e  i d l e  d r e a m s . ’  W e  k n o w  

t h e m  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  a r e ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  b e a r  n o  f r u i t  i n  o u r  l i v e s .

“ T h e  s o u l  t h a t  i s  e a r n e s t l y  s e e k 

i n g  G f o d  b y  m e a n s  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  

m u s t  p r e s s  b e y o n d  a l l  i m a g e - m a k 

i n g  i n t o  t h o s e  ‘ p u r e  s p a c e s  c l o t h e d  

w i t h  l i v i n g  b e a m s , ’  w h e r e  r e a l  

s p i r i t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  d i v i n e  

u n i o n  a w a i t  i t .  F o r  a s  B e r g s o n  o b 

s e r v e s :  ‘ B e h i n d  t h e  m e n t a l  s t a t e  

l i e s  a  v a s t  r e g i o n  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w h i c h  e l u d e  t h e  

i m a g e - m a k i n g  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T h e  m o r e  t r a n s 

c e n d a n t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h e  l e s s  o f  

i t  w i l l  t h e  i m a g e  c o n t r i v e  t o  r e p r e 

s e n t .  ’  I t  w i l l  b e  a  s t a t e  o f  p r o f o u n d  

f e e l i n g  a n d  p u r e  k n o w i n g . ”

“ B u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i s , ”  d e c l a r e d  

M a d a m e  E s m e ,  “ t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e 

t w e e n  t h o s e  p r o m p t i n g s  a n d  i d e a s  

t h a t  a r e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

h e l p f u l ,  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  v a i n  i m 

a g i n a t i o n s .  ’  ’

“ D o n ’ t  y o u  t h i n k ,  ’  ’  s u g g e s t e d  h e r  

f r i e n d ,  “ t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  m a t t e r ,  a s  

w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d  s i n c e r e  s t r i v i n g  

f o r  t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  o f  h e a r t  a n d  

m i n d  ? ’  ’

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  s a i d :

“ M a n ’ s  p o w e r  o f  t h o u g h t  c o n 

s i s t s  o f  t w o  k i n d s ,  o n e  k i n d  i s  t r u e ,  

w h e n  i t  a g r e e s  w i t h  a  d e t e r m i n e d  

t r u t h .  S u c h  c o n c e p t i o n s  f i n d  r e a l i 

z a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w o r l d ,  s u c h  

a r e  a c c u r a t e  o p i n i o n s ,  c o r r e c t  t h e 

o r i e s ,  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  

i n v e n t i o n s .  T h e  o t h e r  k i n d  i s  m a d e  

u p  o f  v a i n  t h o u g h t s — f r o m  s u c h  

t h e r e  i s  n o  f r u i t . ”

“ A n d  d r e a m s ”  —  q u e s t i o n e d  

a n o t h e r — ‘ d o e s  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  g i v e  

a n y  g u i d a n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e ? ”  

“ A h ! ”  s a i d  t h e  B a h a ’ i ,  “ t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  s o u l  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  D r e a m s  i s  

a  s u b j e c t  s o  f u l l  o f  m y s t e r y  a n d  

f a s c i n a t i o n ,  y o u  w o u l d  d o  w e l l  t o  

s t u d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  s i d e  

b y  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  c l e a r  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â .

“ T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s u c h  a  

g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  d r e a m s .  T h e r e  a r e  

t h o s e  w h i c h  a r i s e  m a i n l y  f r o m  p h y 

s i c a l  c a u s e s ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  

c h i e f l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  o u r  t h o u g h t s  

d r e s s e d  u p  a n d  d r a m a t i z e d  f o r  u s  

o n  t h e  i n n e r  p l a n e s .  T h e  m a r v e l 

o u s  a n d  p l a s t i c  s u b c o n s c i o u s  c a n  b e  

m a d e  t o  o b e y  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e  

w i l l ,  a n d  y i e l d  u p  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  

c e a s e l e s s  l a b o r s  d u r i n g  o u r  h o u r s  o f  

s l e e p — t h e  ‘ B r o w n i e s ’  a s  R .  L .  

S t e v e n s o n  u s e d  t o  c a l l  i t s  w o r k i n g s .

“ O t h e r  d r e a m s  t h e r e  a r e  w h i c h  

a r e  t r u l y  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  s p i r i t u a l  

r e a l m s ,  a n d  f r o m  l o v e d  o n e s —  

t e l e p a t h i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s — a  f e w  

o f  w h i c h  a r e  f l a s h e d  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  

w a k i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

“ M a n y  B a h a ’ i s  c a n  t e l l  o f  l o v e l y  

v i s i o n s  t h e y  h a v e  c a u g h t  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h â ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  

t h e  n e w  s p i r i t u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  

t h e  A b h a  R e v e l a t i o n .  T h e  s y m b o l s  

i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  d r e a m s  c o m e  t o  u s  

s o m e t i m e s  n e e d  t o  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d ,
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s i n c e  t h e y  c o m e  c o l o r e d ,  m o r e  o r  

l e s s ,  b y  t h e  i m p u r i t i e s  o f  t h e  m i r 

r o r s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  r e 

f l e c t e d .

“ T h e n  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  v i s i o n s  s u c h  

a s  h a v e  c o m e  t o  s e l f l e s s  s o u l s ,  t o  

s a i n t s  a n d  s e e r s  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a g e s .  T h e s e  a r e  i n d e e d  s p i r i t u a l  

d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  ‘ a r e  a s  a  d i v i n e  k e y  

w h e r e w i t h  t o  u n l o c k  t h e  d o o r  o f  

f a c t s  i n  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d . ’

“ I n  t h i s  g r e a t  D a y  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  

m o r e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  

t o  r e f l e c t  a  c l e a r  v i s i o n  o f  R e a l i t i e s .  

‘ T h i s  m e e t i n g , ’  s a i d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  

‘ i s  o f  d i v i n e  o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  i s  a  

g l a d - t i d i n g s  u n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m a n 

k i n d .  ’

“ W e  a r e  a l s o  t o l d  o f  a  t e s t  t o  a p 

p l y  t o  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  ‘ W h e n 

e v e r  t h o u  b e h o l d e s t  t h a t  t h e  h e a r t  

i s  r e j o i c e d ,  t h e  e y e  a n d  t h e  i n s i g h t  

a r e  i l l u m i n e d  .  .  .  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  i s  

s o a r i n g  h e a v e n w a r d  w i t h  j o y ,  k n o w  

o f  a  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e  t a b l e t  ( s p i r i t 

u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n )  h a t h  r e a c h e d  

t h e e . ’

“ A n d  a g a i n ,  ‘ W h e n  t h o u  d e -  

s i r e s t  a n d  y e a r n e s t  f o r  m e e t i n g  i n  

t h e  w o r l d  o f  v i s i o n ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  

w h e n  t h o u  a r t  i n  p e r f e c t  f r a g r a n c e  

a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  w a s h  t h y  h a n d s  

a n d  f a c e ,  c l o t h e  t h y s e l f  i n  c l e a n  

r o b e s ,  t u r n  t o w a r d  t h e  c o u r t  o f  t h e  

P e e r l e s s  O n e ,  o f f e r  p r a y e r  t o  H i m ,  

a n d  l a y  t h y  h e a d  u p o n  t h y  p i l l o w .  

W h e n  s l e e p  c o m e t h ,  the doors of 
revelation shall be opened  a n d  a l l  

t h y  d e s i r e s  s h a l l  b e c o m e  r e v e a l e d . ’  ”

T i m e  p a s s e d .  T h e n  o n e  d a y ,  t h e  

B a h a ’ i ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t r a v e l i n g ,  r e 

c e i v e d  a  s u m m o n s  t o  t h e  b e d s i d e  o f  

M a d a m e  E s m e ,  i n  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  

C o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  v i s i t  t h e  f r i e n d  

a f t e r w a r d s  w r o t e : —

“ I  s c a r c e l y  k n e w  t h e  o n c e  h a n d 

s o m e  f a c e  i t  w a s  s o  p a l e  a n d  d r a w n .  

S h e  s m i l e d  a t  m y  g r i e v e d  s u r p r i s e .  

“ I ’ m  c e r t a i n l y  a n  e a r t h - b o u n d  b o d y  

n o w , ”  s h e  g r e e t e d  m e ,  “ b u t ,  t h a n k  

G - o d ,  m y  s o u l  w i l l  n o t  b e . ”  S h e  

m e n t i o n e d  a  d r e a d  d i s e a s e .  ‘  ‘  T h e r e  

c a n  b e  n o  r e c o v e r y , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  “ b u t  

a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s h o c k  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  

q u i t e  r e s i g n e d ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  

n o  p a i n ,  e v e n  h a p p y .  F o r  I  a m  

l e a r n i n g  h o w  ‘ t o  d i s t i l l  s u g a r  a n d  

h o n e y  f r o m  t h e  b i t t e r  p o i s o n  o f  s u f 

f e r i n g ’  a n d  t o  g r o w  m y  f e e b l e  w i n g s  

f o r  f l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n e w  K i n g d o m . ”  

A f t e r  a  m o m e n t  s h e  o b s e r v e d :  

“ R e a l i t y — i t  i s  l i k e  a  s h i n i n g  h i g h 

w a y  a f t e r  t h e  m i s l e a d i n g  b y - p a t h s  

I  p u r s u e d  s o  l o n g — t o o  l o n g  f o r  m y  

h e a l t h ,  a s  I  s e e  s o  p l a i n l y  n o w .  B u t  

t h e  m i s t s  a r e  c l e a r i n g ,  s o o n  I  s h a l l  

k n o w — t h e  T r u t h .  W i l l  y o u  p l e a s e  

s a y  o u r  ‘ g a r d e n  o f  h a p p i n e s s ’  

p r a y e r ? ”  S o f t l y  I  r e p e a t e d  t h e  

p r a y e r  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t e d  w h i c h  h a d  

b e c o m e  s o  p r e c i o u s  t o  u s  b o t h ,  w i t h  

i t s  c l o s i n g  a n d  a s c e n d i n g  n o t e  o f  j o y  

a n d  g l o r i o u s  f u l f i l m e n t : —

.  .  .  “  C a u s e  t h e m  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

g a r d e n  o f  h a p p i n e s s ,  c l e a n s e  t h e m  

w i t h  t h e  m o s t  p u r e  w a t e r ,  a n d  

g r a n t  t h e m  t o  b e h o l d  T h y  

S p l e n d o r s  o n  t h e  L o f t i e s t  

M o u n t .  ’  ’

“M y heart is united w ith thee even though m y body is in a distant land, for verily 
neither long distance nor immense remoteness can prevent the union between hearts, 
because the clear hearts are in reality assembled in union in the Kingdom of God, 
ivhile bodies are dispersed in  the east and west of the earth. This dispersion cannot 
stop the affinity and cannot veil the eye of the soul from  seeing in all directions.”

’ Abdu’l-Baha.
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE OTHER WORLD
C o m p i l e d  e b o m  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o e  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a

S P I R I T U A L  d i s c o v e r i e s  a r e  o f  

t w o  k i n d s :  o n e  k i n d  i s  o f  t h e  

i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a n d  i s  o n l y  t h e  a s s e r 

t i o n  o f  a  f e w  p e o p l e ;  t h e  o t h e r  k i n d  

r e s e m b l e s  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  

r e a l — s u c h  a r e  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  

I s a i a h ,  o f  J e r e m i a h ,  a n d  o f  S t .  

J o h n ,  w h i c h  a r e  r e a l .

R e f l e c t  t h a t  m a n ’ s  p o w e r  o f  

t h o u g h t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  k i n d s .  O n e  

k i n d  i s  t r u e ,  w h e n  i t  a g r e e s  w i t h  a  

d e t e r m i n e d  t r u t h .  S u c h  c o n c e p 

t i o n s  f i n d  r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  

w o r l d ;  s u c h  a r e  a c c u r a t e  o p i n i o n s ,  

c o r r e c t  t h e o r i e s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r 

i e s ,  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s .

T h e  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  c o n c e p t i o n s  i s  

m a d e  u p  o f  v a i n  t h o u g h t s  a n d  u s e 

l e s s  i d e a s  w h i c h  y i e l d  n e i t h e r  f r u i t  

n o r  r e s u l t ,  a n d  w h i c h  h a v e  n o  

r e a l i t y ;  n o ,  t h e y  s u r g e  l i k e  t h e  

w a v e s  o f  t h e  s e a  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n s ,  

a n d  t h e y  p a s s  a w a y  l i k e  i d l e  d r e a m s .

I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  

s o r t s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .  O n e  

i s  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s ,  

a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  

e l e c t .  T h e  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s  

a r e  n o t  d r e a m s ;  n o ,  t h e y  a r e  s p i r t -  

u a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  h a v e  r e a l i t y .  

T h e y  s a y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  ‘ I  s a w  a  p e r 

s o n  i n  a  c e r t a i n  f o r m ,  a n d  I  s a i d  

s u c h  a  t h i n g ,  a n d  h e  g a v e  s u c h  a n  

a n s w e r .  ’  T h i s  v i s i o n  i s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  

o f  w a k e f u l n e s s ,  a n d  n o t  i n  t h a t  o f  

s l e e p .  N a y ,  i t  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  d i s 

c o v e r y  w h i c h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  a s  i f  i t  

w e r e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  v i s i o n .

T h e  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d i s 

c o v e r i e s  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  p u r e  i m a g i 

n a t i o n s  ;  h u t  t h e s e  i m a g i n a t i o n s  b e 

c o m e  e m b o d i e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  

m a n y  s i m p l e - h e a r t e d  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a  r e a l i t y .  T h a t  

w h i c h  p r o v e s  i t  c l e a r l y  i s  t h a t  f r o m  

t h i s  c o n t r o l l i n g  o f  s p i r i t s  n o  r e s u l t  

o r  f r u i t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  p r o d u c e d ;  

n o ,  t h e y  a r e  b u t  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  

s t o r i e s  . . . .

A m o n g  s p i r i t u a l  s o u l s  t h e r e  a r e  

s p i r i t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  d i s c o v e r 

i e s ,  a  c o m m u n i o n  w h i c h  i s  p u r i f i e d  

f r o m  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  f a n c y ,  a n  a s 

s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  s a n c t i f i e d  f r o m  

t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .  S o  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  

t h e  G o s p e l  t h a t  o n  M o u n t  T a b o r ,  

M o s e s  a n d  E l i a s  c a m e  t o  C h r i s t ,  a n d  

i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a  m a 

t e r i a l  m e e t i n g .  I t  w a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  

c o n d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  a s  a  

p h y s i c a l  m e e t i n g .

T h e  o t h e r  s o r t  o f  c o n v e r s e ,  p r e s 

e n c e ,  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  s p i r i t s ,  

i s  b u t  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  f a n c y  w h i c h  

o n l y  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r e a l i t y .

T h e  m i n d  a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  m a n  

s o m e t i m e s  d i s c o v e r  t r u t h s ,  a n d  

f r o m  t h i s  t h o u g h t  a n d  d i s c o v e r y  

s i g n s  a n d  r e s u l t s  a r e  p r o d u c e d .  

T h i s  t h o u g h t  h a s  a  f o u n d a t i o n ;  b u t  

m a n y  t h i n g s  c o m e  t o  t h e  m i n d  o f  

m a n  w h i c h  a r e  l i k e  t h e  w a v e s  o f  t h e  

s e a  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n s , — t h e y  h a v e  n o  

f r u i t ,  a n d  n o  r e s u l t  c o m e s  f r o m  

t h e m .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  m a n  s e e s  i n  

t h e  w o r l d  o f  s l e e p  a  v i s i o n  w h i c h  b e 

c o m e s  e x a c t l y  r e a l i z e d ;  a t  a n o t h e r  

t i m e  h e  s e e s  a  d r e a m  w h i c h  h a s  a b 

s o l u t e l y  n o  r e s u l t .

W h a t  w e  m e a n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e ,  

w h i c h  w e  c a l l  t h e  c o n v e r s e  a n d  c o m 

m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  s p i r i t s ,  i s  o f  t w o  

k i n d s : o n e  i s  s i m p l y  i m a g i n a r y ,  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  i s  l i k e  t h e  v i s i o n s  w h i c h  

a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  H o l y  B o o k ,  

s u c h  a s  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  S t .  J o h n
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a n d  I s a i a h ,  a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  

C h r i s t  w i t h  M o s e s  a n d  E l i a s .  T h e s e  

a r e  r e a l ,  a n d  p r o d u c e  w o n d e r f u l  e f 

f e c t s  i n  t h e  m i n d s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  o f  

m e n ,  a n d  c a u s e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t o  b e  

a t t r a c t e d . —  ( A n s w e r e d  Q u e s t i o n s ,  

p. 291.)

S p i r i t  c a n n o t  b e  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  s e n s e s  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

b o d y ,  e x c e p t i n g  a s  i t  i s  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  o u t w a r d  s i g n s  a n d  w o r k s .  T h e  

h u m a n  b o d y  i s  v i s i b l e ,  t h e  s o u l  i s  

i n v i s i b l e .  I t  i s  t h e  s o u l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

t h a t  d i r e c t s  a  m a n ’ s  f a c u l t i e s ,  t h a t  

g o v e r n s  h i s  h u m a n i t y .

T h e  s o u l  h a s  t w o  m a i n  f a c u l t i e s ,  

( a )  A s  o u t e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  

c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u l  b y  t h e  

e y e s ,  e a r s ,  a n d  b r a i n  o f  a  m a n ,  s o  

d o e s  t h e  s o u l  c o m m u n i c a t e  i t s  d e 

s i r e s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

b r a i n  t o  t h e  h a n d s  a n d  t o n g u e  o f  

t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  t h e r e b y  e x p r e s s 

i n g  i t s e l f .  T h e  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  s o u l  i s  

t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  L i f e ,  ( b )  t h e  

s e c o n d  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  s o u l  e x p r e s s e s  

i t s e l f  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  v i s i o n ,  w h e r e  

t h e  s o u l ,  i n h a b i t e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t ,  h a s  

i t s  b e i n g  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h o u t  t h e  

h e l p  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b o d i l y  s e n s e s .  

T h e r e ,  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  v i s i o n ,  t h e  

s o u l  s e e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  e y e ,  h e a r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  

o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e a r ,  a n d  t r a v e l s  

w i t h o u t  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  p h y s i c a l  

m o t i o n .  I t  i s ,  t h e r f o r e ,  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

s p i r i t  i n  t h e  s o u l  o f  m a n  c a n  f u n c 

t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  b y  

u s i n g  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  

s e n s e s ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  a b l e  a l s o  t o  l i v e  

a n d  a c t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  a i d  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  v i s i o n .  T h i s  p r o v e s  w i t h 

o u t  a  d o u b t  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  

s o u l  o f  m a n  o v e r  h i s  b o d y ,  t h e  s u 

p e r i o r i t y  o f  S p i r i t  o v e r  m a t t e r . —

( T h e  W i s d o m  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  

T a l k s  i n  P a r i s ,  p .  8 0 . )

Q u e s t i o n :  A r e  t h e r e  “ e a r t h -  

b o u n d ”  s o u l s  w h o  t r y  t o  h a v e  a n d  

d o  h a v e  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  p e o p l e ,  

s o m e t i m e s  t a k i n g  e n t i r e  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  t h e i r  w i l l s ' ?  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

a n s w e r e d :  “ T h e r e  a r e  n o  e a r t h -  

b o u n d  s o u l s .  W h e n  t h e  s o u l s  t h a t  

a r e  n o t  g o o d  d i e  t h e y  g o  e n t i r e l y  

a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  e a r t h  a n d  s o  c a n 

n o t  i n f l u e n c e  a n y o n e .  T h e y  a r e  

s p i r i t u a l l y  d e a d .  T h e i r  t h o u g h t s  

c a n  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e  o n l y  w h i l e  t h e y  

a r e  a l i v e  o n  t h e  e a r t h .  C a i a p h a s  

h a d  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e ,  

b u t  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  d i e d  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  

c e a s e d .  I t  w a s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  t h a t  

C h r i s t  s a i d ,  ‘ L e t  t h e  d e a d  b u r y  

t h e i r  d e a d . ’  B u t  t h e  g o o d  s o u l s  

a r e  g i v e n  e t e r n a l  l i f e  a n d  s o m e 

t i m e s  G - o d  p e r m i t s  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  

t o  r e a c h  t h e  e a r t h  t o  h e l p  t h e  p e o 

p l e . ” — ( D a i l y  L e s s o n s  a t  ’ A k k a ,  p .  

4 1 ) .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n  

o f  s p i r i t s  t h r o u g h  m e d i u m s :  A  p e r 

s o n  f i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  

t r a n c e ,  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i s  l i k e  

o n e  w h o  s l e e p s ;  w h a t e v e r  h e  f e e l s  

a n d  s e e s  h e  i m a g i n e s  t o  b e  m a t t e r  

a n d  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s ,  b u t  i n  r e 

a l i t y  t h e y  a r e  w h o l l y  i m m a t e r i a l . . . .

T h e r e  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  p o w e r  a n d  

s t r e n g t h  w h i c h  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  h u 

m a n  s p i r i t ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  r e c e i v e  c o n 

f i r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h e  

r e s t  o f  w h i c h  y o u  h e a r  i s  s u p e r s t i 

t i o n .  B u t  i f  i t  i s  a i d e d  b y  t h e  

B o u n t y  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  i t  w i l l  

s h o w  g r e a t  p o w e r ,  i t  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  

r e a l i t i e s ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  i n f o r m e d  

o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s .  D i r e c t  a l l  t h e  a t 

t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  a n d  c a l l  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  e v e r y  s o u l  t o  i t .

175
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T h e n  w i l l  y o u  s e e  w o n d e r f u l  s i g n s .  

.  .  .  O u t s i d e  o f  t h e  B o u n t y  o f  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t  a l l  t h a t  t h o u  h e a r e s t  

c o n c e r n i n g  m e s m e r i s m  o r  t r u m p e t  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  d e a d  a r e  

s h e e r  i m a g i n a t i o n . —  ( T a b l e t s  t o  

M r s .  E l l a  G o o d a l l  C o o p e r )

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s k e d  i f  i t  

w e r e  p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o m m u n i 

c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e a d ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  

w a s  w i s e  o r  a d v i s a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  

s e a n c e s ,  o r  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t a b l e - t u r n 

i n g ,  s p i r i t - r a p p i n g ,  e t c .

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  s a i d  t h e s e  r a p p i n g s  

e t c . ,  w e r e  a l l  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  

o f  t h e  b o d y .  W h a t  i s  n e e d e d  i s  t o  

r i s e  a b o v e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  

r e a l m s  o f  t h e  p u r e l y  S p i r i t u a l .  

T a b l e - t u r n i n g  a n d  s u c h  l i k e ,  w e r e  

m a t e r i a l ,  a  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t ,  a n d  n o t  

s p i r i t u a l .

B u t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m m u n i 

c a t e  w i t h  t h e  d e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n 

d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h e  

h e a r t . — ( T h e  W i s d o m  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h â ,  T a l k s  i n  L o n d o n ,  p .  6 8 ) .

W h e n  m a n ’ s  s o u l  i s  r a r i f i e d  a n d  

c l e a n s e d  s p i r i t u a l  l i n k s  a r e  s e t  u p  

a n d  f r o m  t h e s e  b o n d s  h e a r t f e l t  s e n 

s a t i o n s  a r e  p r o d u c e d .  T h e  h u m a n  

h e a r t  r e s e m b l e s  a  m i r r o r .  W h e n  

t h i s  i s  p u r i f i e d  h e a r t s  a r e  a t t u n e d  

a n d  r e f l e c t  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h u s  

s p i r i t u a l  e m o t i o n s  s p r i n g  u p .  T h i s  

i s  l i k e  u n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d r e a m s ,  

w h e n  m a n  i s  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  t a n g i b l e  

m a t t e r  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  s p i r i t u a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  W h a t  a m a z i n g  l a w s  o p 

e r a t e  a n d  w h a t  r e m a r k a b l e  d i s 

c o v e r i e s  a r e  m a d e  a n d  i t  m a y  e v e n  

b e  t h a t  d e t a i l e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r e  

r e g i s t e r e d . ” — ( S t a r  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  

Y o l .  1 4 ,  p .  2 1 0 ) .

THE BAHAT TEMPLE—ITS PURPOSE AND NEED
C o r i n n e  T r u e

The following is part o f an address delivered by Mrs. True in  the Foundation Hall 
of the Temple which the Baha’is are building a t W ilmette, suburb of Chicago, III.

T  S  i t  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B a h a ’ i s  o f  

-*■ A m e r i c a  a r e  s i m p l y  a d d i n g  o n e  

m o r e  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h o u s e s  o f  

w o r s h i p ,  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  

c h u r c h e s ?  I s  i t  a n o t h e r  s e c t  o r  

c u l t  t h a t  i s  i n g r a f t i n g  i t s e l f  o n  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  s o i l ?  I f  i t  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  

a b o v e — a f t e r  a l l  i s  s a i d  a n d  d o n e —  

t h e n  w h a t  a r e  w e  a i m i n g  t o  a c c o m p 

l i s h  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  d i s t i n c t i v e ?

T h e  F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  R e l i 

g i o n — B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h — t e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e  

oneness of mankind  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

e q u a l i t y .  H i s  t w o  c a r d i n a l  p r i n c i 

p l e s  a r e  T h e  O n e n e s s  o f  H u m a n 

k i n d  a n d  T h e  O n e n e s s  o f  t h e  R e l i 

g i o n s  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  t o  m a n  f o r  h i s  

t r a i n i n g .  T h i s  i s  a  t e a c h i n g  d i s t i n 

g u i s h i n g  B a h a ’ i  T e m p l e s .  T h e  f o l 

l o w e r s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a r e  b u i l d i n g  

t h i s  T e m p l e .

I n  t h e  t e r m  oneness  i s  i m p l i e d  

o n e  c o m m o n  s p i r i t  v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  

w h o l e ,  a s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  h u m a n  

b o d y .  A l l  i t s  o r g a n s  a n d  m e m b e r s  

a r e  v i t a l i z e d  b y  o n e  s p i r i t ,  o n e  e g o ;  

t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  i t s  c o m 

m a n d ;  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h a t  o n e  s p i r i t
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v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  c a u s e s  

m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a n  i n t e r 

c h a n g e  o f  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  a n d  s e n 

s a t i o n s .  S o  s e n s i t i v e l y  o r g a n i z e d  

i s  t h i s  b o d y  t h a t  i f  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  

l i t t l e  f i n g e r  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  

e l e c t r i c  b a t t e r y ,  t h e  e n t i r e  b o d y  r e 

c e i v e s  a  s h o c k .  S e e  t h e  v e r y  c l o s e  

c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y :  

f e v e r  i n  t h e  l u n g s  i s  d e t e c t e d  b y  t h e  

f l u s h  o f  t h e  c h e e k s ,  a n d  t h e  h i d d e n  

d i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s  a r e  

d e t e c t e d  b y  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  

e y e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a i l m e n t s  a r e  d i s 

c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  b e a t s  o f  t h e  p u l s e .

W h e n  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  

w o r l d  c a n  b e  a r o u s e d  t o  t h e  v i t a l  

m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s  “ Oneness of Man
k i n d r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  v e r y  c l o s e  

c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a l l ;  n a y  

r a t h e r ,  b e c o m i n g  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  p a r t s ,  v i t a l  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  o n e  

b o d y  p o l i t i c — h u m a n k i n d ,  t h e n  t h e y  

w i l l  c e a s e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  

s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s t i n c t ,  c a l l i n g  t h e m 

s e l v e s  t h e  E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  

A s i a t i c  n a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

n a t i o n s .  T h e y  w i l l  c o m e  t o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  w h a t  i s  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  

w h o l e ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  u p b u i l d s  a l l  t h e  

p a r t s .  W o r l d  a f f a i r s  w i l l  t a k e  o n  a  

n e w  a s p e c t ,  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d  

w i l l  b e  r e o r g a n i z e d  t o  h a r m o n i z e  

w i t h  R e a l i t y — n a m e l y  t h a t  m a n k i n d  

i s  o n e ,  e a c h  n a t i o n  b e i n g  a n  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  o n e n e s s  o r  w h o l e .  T h e n  

w e  w i l l  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o p p r e s s i o n

o f  o n e  p a r t  o r  a n o t h e r  r e a c t s  o n  o u r  

v e r y  o w n  s e l v e s .  W e  c a n  d i s c e r n  

c l e a r l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  

v i t a l  i s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  oneness 
of mankind  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  equality 
of mankind.

S u c h  C e n t e r s  a s  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

T e m p l e  t y p i f i e s ,  w i l l  b e  g r e a t  f o c a l  

c e n t e r s  f o r  e l e c t r i f y i n g  m a n k i n d  

w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  t h i s  oneness. 
B a h â ’ u ’ l l â h  s a y s ,  “ G l o r y  i s  n o t  f o r  

h i m  w h o  l o v e s  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  g l o r y  i s  f o r  h i m  w h o  l o v e s  

h i s  k i n d — h u m a n i t y . ”

A r e  s u c h  T e a c h i n g s  a s  t h e  a f o r e 

m e n t i o n e d  t a u g h t  i n  a n y  o f  o u r  i n 

s t i t u t i o n s  ? D o e s  t h i s  n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  

t h e  B a h a ’ i s  a r e  r a i s i n g  u p  i n  t h e  

m i d s t  o f  m a n k i n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  

w i l l  t e a c h  m e n  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  w a r  

a n d  a l l  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  c o m p e t i 

t i o n s .

W h e n  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o f  B a h â ’ u ’ 

l l â h  a r e  m o r e  w i d e l y  s p r e a d ,  u n d e r 

s t o o d  a n d  a c c e p t e d — t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

o f  oneness  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

f u n d a m e n t a l  i n  t h i s  r e l i g i o n — t h e  

v i s i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  w i l l  b e  c l a r i f i e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  

S p i r i t ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  l e s s o n  w i l l  

h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i n j u r y  t o  a n d  

o p p r e s s i o n  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  h u m a n  

b e i n g s  m e a n s  i n j u r y  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  

A n d  t h i s  w i l l  m a k e  f o r  U n i v e r s a l  

P e a c e .

In answer to many questions about the Temple and its accessories, ’Abdu’l-Baha 
replied :

“W hen these institutions, college, hospital, hospice a?id establishments fo r  the in
curable, university for_ the study of higher sciences and giving post-graduate courses, 
and other philanthropic buildings, are built, its doors will be opened to all the nations 
and religions. There will be absolutely no line of demarcation drawn. Its  charities will 
be dispensed irrespective of color or race. I ts  gates will be flung wide open to man
kind; prejudice toward none, love for all. The central building will be devoted to the 
purpose of prayer and worship. Thus far, for the first time religion will become har
monized w ith science, and science will be the handmaid of religion, both showering their 
material and spiritual g ifts  on all humanity. In  this way the people will be lifted out 
of the quagmires of slothfulness and bigotry."
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THE BAHA’I MOVEMENT IN GERMAN 
UNIVERSITIES

M a r t h a  L .  R o o t

Miss Root, journalist and world traveler in  behalf of the Baha’i Movement, gives 
us here an account of her remarkable experience among some of the leading universi
ties o f Germany, where she found great leaders of thought— especially in  the Depart
ments of Oriental Languages and Philosophy— deeply appreciative of the teachings and 
lives o f Bahd’u ’lldh and ’Abdu’l-Bahd. Probably in  no other country in  the world 
would such liberality of thought be found in the great traditional universities. The 
second and concluding article will appear in  the October number of this magazine.

Y i / H E N  a r e  g r e a t  G e r m a n  s c h o l -  

*  ’  a r s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  C o u n t  G o 

b i n e a u ,  o f  F r a n c e ,  B a r o n  R o s e n  o f  

R u s s i a ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  E d w a r d  G .  

B r o w n e  o f  E n g l a n d — g o i n g  i n t o  t b e  

N e a r  E a s t  a n d  P e r s i a  t o  b r i n g  b a c k  

m o r e  t r u t h s  o f  i l l u m i n a t i n g  B a h á ’ i  

h i s t o r y ,  a n d  w h o  a m o n g  t h e s e  w o n 

d e r f u l  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  R e 

p u b l i c  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  w o r k s  o f  

B a h á - u ’ l l á h  a n d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h á  f r o m  

t h e  P e r s i a n  a n d  A r a b i c  l a n g u a g e s  

d i r e c t l y  i n t o  c l a s s i c  G e r m a n !  S o m e  

o f  t h e m  w i l l  s u r e l y  d o  i t ,  f o r  n o  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a r e  g r e a t e r  

s e e k e r s  f o r  t r u t h  t h a n  a r e  t h e  G e r 

m a n s .  N o  n a t i o n  i s  b u y i n g  s o  m a n y  

b o o k s  o n  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  m o d e r n  

t h o u g h t  t o d a y ,  a s  i s  t h i s  c o m m o n 

w e a l t h .  N o  p e o p l e  w o r k  m o r e  i n -  

c l e f a t i g a b l y ,  f o r  t o  t h e m  n o  l a b o r  i s  

t o o  s t r e n u o u s ,  n o  h o u r s  t o o  l o n g  t o  

d e v o t e  t o  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  

w h a t  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  a n d  p r o v e ,  t h e y  

s e n d  f o r t h  t o  t h e  f a r t h e s t  s h o r e  

w a s h e d  b y  t h e  f a r t h e s t  s e a .

T h e  w r i t e r ,  i n  h e r  t r a v e l s  t o  

N o r t h e r n  l a n d s ,  s a w  h o w  t h e  r e l i g i 

o u s  t h o u g h t  o f  G e r m a n y  h a s  i n 

f l u e n c e d  F i n l a n d ,  S w e d e n ,  N o r w a y  

a n d  D e n m a r k .  H o w  m a n y  s t a t u e s  

o f  e a r l y  d i s c i p l e s  b e a r  G e r m a n  

n a m e s  ! L a t e r  w h e n  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  

t h u n d e r e d  h i s  r e f o r m a t i o n ,  a p o s t l e s  

o f  L u t h e r  t o o k  h i s  t e a c h i n g s  t o  

S c a n d i n a v i a  a n d  t h e  f r u i t s  a r e  t h e  

S t a t e  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h o s e  s t r o n g

N o r t h e r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h e r e  t h i s  s u m 

m e r  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  

L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h e s  i s  b e i n g  h e l d .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  v i s i t  m o s t  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  G e r m a n y  a n d  t o  l e c 

t u r e  o n  “ T h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t ”  

i n  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  t h e  P r o 

f e s s o r s ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  m a k e  a  p r o 

f o u n d  s t u d y  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  T e a c h 

i n g s ,  w a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p r i v 

i l e g e .

L e t  t h e  f l i e r s  e x p l o r e  t h e  a i r  a n d  

r a c e  o v e r  t h e  s e a s ,  b u t  t o  s e e  a  u n i 

v e r s a l  r e l i g i o n  d e v e l o p i n g  b e f o r e  

o u r  v e r y  e y e s  a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  

p e r i o d  w h e n  w e  c a n  p r o v e  a l l  s t a t e 

m e n t s ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  s e e  a  f e w  

r u l e r s ,  s o m e  g r e a t  s c h o l a r s  a n d  

s t a t e s m e n ,  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r  

p e o p l e  s t a n d  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s  a n d  d o  

t h e i r  p a r t  t o  u s h e r  i n  a  n e w  s p i r i t 

u a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  c h a r t i n g  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  s e a s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  o r  

t w e n t y  c e n t u r i e s .

T h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t ,  t o o ,  h a s  

g r e a t  n e e d  f o r  t r u e  a n d  u n p r e 

j u d i c e d  s c h o l a r s  w h o  w i l l  s t u d y  t h e  

M o v e m e n t  a n d  g i v e  i t  a  d e e p  a n d  

s c h o l a r l y  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  S o m e  o f  t h e  

O r i e n t a l i s t s  w h o  k n o w  P e r s i a n  a n d  

A r a b i c  w e l l  a n d  a r e  v e r s e d  i n  e a s t 

e r n  r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  w h o  

h a v e  a t t a i n e d  r e n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  

f a m e d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  i n  k i n d r e d  s u b 

j e c t s ,  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  w o r d s  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  c r e a 

t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e y
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a r e  r e a d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  P e r s i a n  a n d  

A r a b i c .

F a i r  L b i p z i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w i t h  i t s  

s e v e n  t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  h a s  a  P r o 

f e s s o r  w h o  i s  m a k i n g  a  m o s t  c a r e 

f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s .  

H e  i s  G e h e i m e r  H o f r a t  P r o f e s s o r  

D r .  A u g u s t  F i s c h e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

O r i e n t a l  P h i l o l o g y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

S e m i t i c  I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L e i p z i g  

B r a n c h  o f  t h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  G e r 

m a n  O r i e n t a l  S o c i e t y .  A  n u m b e r  

o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  O r i e n t a l  S o 

c i e t y ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  c h o s e  t h e  L e i p z i g  O r i e n t a l  

S e m i n a r y  f o r  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  o f  S e m i 

t i c  a n d  I s l a m i c  l a n g u a g e s .

P r o f e s s o r  F i s c h e r  h a s  g i v e n  l e c 

t u r e s  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  i n  

L e i p z i g  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  i s  a  d e e p  

t h i n k e r ,  a  b r i l l i a n t  a n d  e l o q u e n t  

s p e a k e r .  W h e n  t h e  w r i t e r  l e c t u r e d  

i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  J u n e ,  P r o 

f e s s o r  F i s c h e r  g a v e  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  

o u t l i n i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  m o v e 

m e n t  i n  a  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  w a y .  H e  

t o l d  a l s o  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t  i n  G e r m a n y ,  

a n d  f r o m  t h e  H a m b u r g  O r i e n t a l  

r e v u e ,  “ D e r  I s l a m , ”  h e  r e a d  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  f r o m  a  T a b l e t  

o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  t o  a  G e r m a n  

c l e r g y m a n .  H i s t o r i c a l l y  i t  w i l l  i n 

t e r e s t  y o u :

“ Y o u r  l e t t e r  h a s  a r r i v e d  a n d  I  

h a v e  r e a d  i t .  Y o u  a s k  a b o u t  t h e  

c r e e d  o f ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a .  M y  c r e e d  i s  

t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  h u m a n  b e i n g s  w h i c h  

m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  h u m a n  r a c e  i s  

G o d ’ s  f o l d  a n d  G o d  i s  t h e  G o o d  

S h e p h e r d .  A l l  p e o p l e ,  w h a t s o e v e r  

r e l i g i o n  o r  c r e e d  t h e y  m a y  h a v e ,  

b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  f o l d .  W e  o p p o s e  n o  

r e l i g i o n  w h a t e v e r ,  b u t  w e  c a l l  u p o n  

t h e m  a l l  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  r a c e .  B u t  a l l  m e n  m u s t

d r i n k  o f  t h e  w e l l  o f  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  

o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  s o  t h a t  w a r  a n d  

s t r u g g l e s  a n d  q u a r r e l s  a n d  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  m a y  c e a s e .  T h e  w h o l e  h u 

m a n  r a c e  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  b i r d s  o f  d i f 

f e r e n t  c o l o r s  a n d  q u a l i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  

m u s t  u n i t e  a n d  q u e n c h  t h e i r  t h i r s t  

a t  t h i s  w e l l  a n d  t h i s  w e l l  c o n t a i n s  

t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o f  H a z r e t i  B a h a ’ u 

’ l l a h .  T h e y  a r e :  ( 1 )  T h e  s e a r c h

f o r  t r u t h .  ( 2 )  T h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  r a c e .  ( 3 )  R e l i g i o n  m u s t  

c r e a t e  l o v e  a n d  u n i t y  i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  

d o  s o  i t  i s  u s e l e s s .  ( 4 )  R e l i g i o n  

m u s t  b e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  s c i e n c e .  

( 5 )  F a n a t i c i s m  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  c u l t ,  

i n  r a c e  a n d  i n  n a t i o n a l i s m  d e s t r o y s  

t h e  w h o l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h u 

m a n  r a c e .  A l l  m e n  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  

f o l d  o f  G o d ,  a r e  o n e  r a c e  a n d  t h e  

e a r t h  i s  o n e  h o m e .  ( 6 )  M a n  m u s t  

f r e e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  a n y  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  k e e p  o n l y  t o  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  G o d .  

( 7 )  T h e  u n i t y  o f  l a n g u a g e .  O n e  

l a n g u a g e  m u s t  b e  c h o s e n  o r  a  n e w  

o n e  f o u n d  t o  b e  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l a n g 

u a g e ,  s o  t h a t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  b e 

t w e e n  r e l i g i o n s ,  r a c e s  a n d  n a t i o n s  

m a y  c e a s e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e q u a l  

r i g h t s  f o r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ;  f u r t h e r 

m o r e ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  f o r  

e v e r y  o n e ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  c o o p e r a 

t i o n  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  n a t i o n s ;  

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  r i g h t  a n d  j u s t i c e ; 

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t y  a n d  

o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e s .  A l l  m e n  m u s t  

d r i n k  o f  t h i s  w e l l ,  t h e n  t h e  f l a g  o f  

t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  c a n  b e  

h o i s t e d .

T h e  h e a v e n l y  t e a c h i n g s  o f  H a z 

r e t i  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d  

o f  e t h i c s  a n d  a t t a c k  n o  r e l i g i o n  

w h a t s o e v e r .  T h e  T e a c h i n g s  a r e  

s p i r i t u a l ,  h e a v e n l y ,  g i v e  f r e e d o m  o f  

c o n s c i e n c e ,  t h e y  a r e  l i g h t  a n d  s a v e  

m a n  f r o m  t h e  d u s t  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  t h e y  

a r e  t h e  b r e a t h  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  o f  

e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e ,  o f  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h e y
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Dr. August Fischer of Leipzic University.

m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  b r i g h t .

G r e e t i n g s  a n d  p r a i s e !

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  A b b a s .  

H a i f a  D e c .  6 t h  1 9 1 9 . ”

S e v e r a l  O r i e n t a l i s t s  a n d  t h e o l o 

g i a n s  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  l e c t u r e  i n  L e i p 

z i c  U n i v e r s i t y .  O n e  y o u n g  m a n  

p r e s e n t  w a s  w r i t i n g  h i s  t h e s i s ,  f o r  

h i s  d e g r e e ,  o n  “ T h e  P r o g r e s s  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t  i n  E u r o p e . ”  

I n v i t e d  t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

F i s c h e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s a w  h i s  m a g a 

z i n e  “ I s l a m i c , ”  a n  i m p o r t a n t  E u 

r o p e a n  r e v i e w  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  a r 

t i c l e s .  H e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  

O r i e n t a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  i t  i s  a n  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  w a s  f o u n d 

e d  a t  a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  

B a b  d e c l a r e d  H i s  m i s s i o n .  I t s  l i 

b r a r y  i s  n o w  a t  H a l l e ,  a n d  f r o m  

t h e r e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b o o k s  i n  

a l l  O r i e n t a l  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  l o a n e d  

a n d  s e n t  t o  O r i e n t a l i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w o r l d .  M r .  H i p p o l y t e  D r e y f u s  ’

F r e n c h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h ’ s  w o r k s  a r e  m u c h  s o u g h t  f r o m  

t h i s  l i b r a r y  a n d  i n  a l l  G e r m a n  u n i 

v e r s i t i e s  t h e y  a r e  w e l l  k n o w n .

F r a k k e u k t - A m - M a d s t  U n i v e r s i t y  

h a s  a l s o  a  P r o f e s s o r  w h o  h a s  

s t u d i e d  d e e p l y  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  

T e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  B a b  a n d  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h .  P r o f e s s o r  J o s e p h  H o r o v i t z ,  

P r o f e s s o r  o f  S e m i t i c  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  

I s l a m i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  h a s  n o t  o n l y  

s t u d i e d  t h e  C a u s e ,  b u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  

a g o ,  o n  h i s  w a y  t o  J e r u s a l e m ,  h e  

w e n t  b y  w a y  o f  H a i f a  a n d  c a l l e d  

u p o n  S h o g h i  E f f e n d i .  H e  a s k e d  

t h e  G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  “ I f  p e o p l e  w i s h  t o  

j o i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  m o v e m e n t ,  a r e  t h e y  

e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o n  

t o  u n i t e  w i t h  t h i s ? ”  H e  s a i d  h e  

w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  S h o g h i  E f 

f e n d i ’ s  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  o n e  

c o u l d  s t a y  i n  h i s  o w n  c h u r c h  a n d  

s t i l l  b e  a  B a h a ’ i .

P e r h a p s  b e f o r e  t e l l i n g  y o u ,  0  

r e a d e r s ,  w h a t  P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z  

h a s  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e s e  T e a c h i n g s  i n  

a  l i t t l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w e  h a d  t h e  d a y  

b e f o r e  t h e  l e c t u r e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

i n  J u n e ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  w e l l  t o  s a y  t h a t  

h e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  P r o f e s s o r  

o f  S e m i t i c  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  I s l a m i c  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  F r a n k f u r t  U n i v e r 

s i t y ,  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O r i e n t a l  

S e m i n a r y  t h e r e ,  i s  a l s o  a  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  

H e b r e w  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  J e r u s a l e m .  

H e  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  h a s  

b e e n  t h e r e  t w i c e  a n d  m a y  c o n t i n u e  

t o  g o  a t  i n t e r v a l s .  H e  k n o w s  t h e  

E a s t  v e r y  w e l l ,  t o o ,  f o r  h e  w a s  d u r 

i n g  e i g h t  y e a r s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A r a b i c  

i n  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  A n g l o - O r i e n t a l  

C o l l e g e  i n  A l i g a r h ,  U n i t e d  P r o 

v i n c e s  o f  I n d i a .  I t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  M u h a m 

m a d a n s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  h a s  i n  t h e  

m e a n t i m e  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e
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“ M o s l i m  U n i v e r s i t y ”  o f  I n d i a .

H e  k i n d l y  l o a n e d  m e  a  c o p y  o f  

t h e  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  E d 

w a r d  G .  B r o w n e ’ s  b o o k , ”  A  Y e a r  

A m o n g s t  t h e  P e r s i a n s , ”  w h i c h  t e l l s  

a  g o o d  d e a l  a b o u t  t h e  B ä b i s  a n d  

B a h a ’ i s .  P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z  w a s  

a  f r i e n d  o f  P r o f e s s o r  B r o w n e .  T h e n  

w e  s p o k e  t o g e t h e r  a b o n t  B a h ä ’ u -  

’ l l ä h  a n d  h e  s a i d :  “ B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s

p l a n  f o r  b r i n g i n g  r e l i g i o n s  t o 

g e t h e r  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  B u t  I  s e e  j u s t  

o n e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  c l a i m s  

f o r  E u r o p e a n  s c h o l a r s .  I t  i s  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  o f  R e v e a l e d  B o o k s .  T h e  

P r o f e s s o r  s a y s  m a n y  a r e  n o t  b e 

l i e v e r s  i n  a n y  R e v e a l e d  B o o k  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a l  s e n s e .  A v e r a g e  p e o p l e  a r e  

m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  “ B o o k ”  

i f  i t  c a m e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  

b u t  i f  i t  c o m e s  n o w ,  t h i s  i s  s o m e 

t h i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  h a r d  f o r  E u r o p e a n s  

t o  a s s i m i l a t e . ”

C o n t i n u i n g  h e  s a i d :  “ I n  B a h ä -  

’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  d a y ,  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  c l a i m  

h e  w a s  a  R e v e a l e r .  W h a t e v e r  h i g h  

o p i n i o n  o n e  m a y  h a v e  o f  H i s  e x t r a 

o r d i n a r y  W r i t i n g s ,  o n e  c a n  h a r d l y  

a d m i t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  W o r d  o f  H o d . ”  

P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z  t h e n  m e n t i o n e d  

t h e  G e r m a n  w h o  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t  i n  W ü r t t e m b e r g ,  

D r .  H e r m a n n  R o e m e r ,  w h o s e  b o o k  

i s  “ D i e  B a b i  B e h ä ’ i . ”  H e  s a y s  t h e  

l a t t e r  g i v e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  p r i n c i p a l l y  

f r o m  a  m i s s i o n a r y ’ s  v i e w ,  a n d  M r .  

R o e m e r  h a s  a s s e r t e d  o n e  c o u l d  n o t  

g e t  a r o u n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B a h a ’ i s  b e 

l i e v e  i n  t h i s  R e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d h e a d  

a s  a  c a r d i n a l  p o i n t ,  P r o f e s s o r  H o r o 

v i t z  s a i d ,  “ A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  

w h e r e  a t t a c k s  w o u l d  c o m e .  O n e  

c o u l d  n o t  a t t a c k  t h e  T e a c h i n g s ,  t h e y  

a r e  v e r y  s o u n d ,  v e r y  h i g h . ”

T h e  w r i t e r  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  “ W h a t  

w o u l d  y o u  c a l l  i t ,  t h i s  t h a t  B u d d h a  

r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  t h e  b o - t r e e  ? W h a t  

w o u l d  y o u  n a m e  t h i s  t h a t  M o s e s  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  b u r n i n g  b u s h

a n d  t h e  T a b l e t s  o f  S t o n e ,  t h o s e  c o m 

m a n d m e n t s  w h i c h  t o  t h i s  d a y  a r e  

s t a n d a r d ?  W h a t  d i d  M u h a m m a d  

r e c e i v e  w h e n  H e  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  o f  

t h e  A n g e l  G a b r i e l  s a y ,  ‘ S t o p !  T h o u  

a r t  t h e  P r o p h e t  o f  t h e  L o r d ! ’  I f  

o n e  r e c e i v e s  a  T r u t h ,  a  W o r d  o f  

G o d ,  w h a t  w o u l d  w e  c a l l  i t  t o d a y  ? ’  ’  

H e  r e p l i e d :  “ I n s t e a d  o f  s a y i n g  i t  

i s  i n s p i r e d  a n d  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w o u l d  g i v e  i t  a s  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  t h i n k i n g .  

I n  a  n o b l e  s e n s e ,  d i v i n e  t h i n g s  c o m e  

t o  o n e  w h o  i s  p u r e  i n  h i s  t h i n k i n g .  ’  ’  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  s o n  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  

i n  s p e a k i n g  o n  t h i s  s a m e  p o i n t  o n c e  

e x p l a i n e d ,  “ T h e  B a h a ’ i s  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  D i v i n i t y  i n t o  h u m a n i t y  

a n d  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n 

f i n i t e  i n t o  t h e  f i n i t e ,  c a n  n e v e r  b e .  

B u t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  B a b  a n d  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a r e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

a  U n i v e r s a l  O r d e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  

h u m a n i t y .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  e t e r 

n a l  c a n  n e v e r  b e  t r a n s i e n t ,  n e i t h e r  

t h e  t r a n s i e n t  e t e r n a l .  T r a n s f o r 

m a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  P e r 

f e c t  M a n ,  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  i s  l i k e  

a  c l e a r  m i r r o r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  S u n  o f  

R e a l i t y  i s  a p p a r e n t  a n d  e v i d e n t ,  r e 

f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  e n d l e s s  b o u n t i e s . ”  

G r a n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  

B a b ’ s  a n d  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  g r e a t  

T e a c h i n g s  a r e  h a r d  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d ,  

t h e n  l a y  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  t a b l e  

f o r  a  m o m e n t .  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  s a i d :  

W h e n  y o u  s p e a k ,  s p e a k  a s  I  s p o k e  i n  

A m e r i c a ,  s p e a k  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s .  

T h e n  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  a s k  t h e m 

s e l v e s ,  “ w a s  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a  P r o 

p h e t ? ”  T h i s  p o i n t  w a s  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  

f o r  w h e n  t h e  w r i t e r  l e c t u r e d  i n  

H a l l e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  g r o u p  o f  f i v e  

e a g e r  s t u d e n t s  c a m e  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  

l a t e r  a n d  i n q u i r e d :  “ W a s  B a h a 

’ u ’ l l a h  a  s c h o l a r ?  H a d  h e  s t u d i e d  

i n  m a n y  s c h o o l s  o r  w a s  h i s  k n o w l 
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e d g e  i n n a t e ?  D o  y o n  r e a l l y  t h i n k  

h e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  P rophet?”  
P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s o m e  o t h e r  g r e a t  O r i e n t a l i s t s ,  m a y  

n o t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  o l d  d o c t r i n e s  a b o u t  

I m a m s  a n d  s p e c i a l  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  

o f  G o d h e a d ,  b u t  h e  h a s  a  v e r y  h i g h  

o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  t e a c h 

i n g s  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

t o l e r a t i o n  i n  B a h â  V l l â h ’ s  p r i n 

c i p l e s .  H i s  b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  

a r e  l i v i n g  u p  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  i d e a l s  

i n  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o n ,  a g r e e  a s  t o  

e s s e n t i a l s  f o u n d  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e 

l i g i o n s .  D i f f e r e n c e s  l i e  o n l y  i n  t h e  

d o g m a s  a n d  r i t u a l s .

P e r s o n a l l y  h e  t h i n k s  t h e r e  i s  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  t o  h e  s a i d  f o r  p e o p l e  

h o l d i n g  t o  t h e  f o r m s  o f  w o r s h i p  a n d  

l i f e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  

u p .  “  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  s t r e n g t h 

e n i n g  i n  t h i s , ”  h e  s a y s ,  “ b u t  t h e y  

m u s t  n e v e r  g o  s o  f a r  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  

o t h e r s  a r e  n o t  r i g h t .  O n e  r e l i g i o n  

m a y  b e  a s  g o o d  a s  a n o t h e r  i f  o n e  

h o l d s  t o  i t s  s p i r i t . ”

“ P e o p l e  w h o  a r e  r e a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  

u n d e r s t a n d  o n e  a n o t h e r , ”  h e  t h i n k s .  

A  s a i n t  i n  o n e  r e l i g i o n  i s  o f t e n  

l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  a  s a i n t  b y  p e o p l e  o f  

o t h e r  f a i t h s .  “ H o w  o f t e n , ”  s a i d  

P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z ,  “ i n  t h e  E a s t  

d o e s  o n e  s e e  p e o p l e  b o w  i n  r e v e r 

e n c e  a t  t h e  t o m b  o f  a  s a i n t ,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  t h e  l a t t e r  b e  n o t  o f  t h e i r  

b e l i e f ,  f o r  t h e y  h a v e  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

G o d  m u s t  b e  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  w h e r e  

a  h o l y  m a n  i s  l a i d  t o  r e s t . ”  

P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z  s p o k e  v e r y  

h i g h l y  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  a n d  

t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  f o r  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  n e e d s .  C o m m e n t i n g  u p o n  

P r o f e s s o r  B r o w n e ’ s  b o o k  a n d  D r .  

R o e m e r ’ s  a c c o u n t  t h a t  a  f e w  

B a h a ’ i s  h a v e  n o t  “ l i v e d ”  t h e s e  

T e a c h i n g s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s a i d  t h a t  b e 

c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a  u n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o n ,  

e v e r y  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n  c o m e s  i n t o  i t ,  

t h e y  evolve  t o  h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y .

N o  o n e  i s  p e r f e c t  i n  a  d a y  i n  a n y  

r e l i g i o n .  T h e n  P r o f e s s o r  H o r o v i t z  

g a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  h i s  o p i n i o n :  

“ O n e  c a n n o t  j u d g e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

B a h a ’ i s m  o r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  

b y  w h e t h e r  a l l  p e o p l e  l i v e  u p  t o  i t .  

T h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  t e s t  o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  

t e s t s  a r e :  w h a t  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  

i d e a l s  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ?  

O n e  c a n  r u n  d o w n  a n y  r e l i g i o n  o r  

a n y  n a t i o n  b y  c r i t i c i s i n g  w h a t  a  f e w  

d o ,  b u t  o n e  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i d e a l s .  

T h o s e  w h o  t r y  t o  k e e p  t h e s e  h i g h  

i d e a l s  a r e  g o o d .  I n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  i n  

t h e  w e s t  I  h a v e  f o u n d  p e o p l e  f o r  

w h o m  I  h a d  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  a m o n g  

t h e  J e w s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  H i n 

d u s ,  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n s  a n d  t h e  

B a h a  ’ i s . ”

I f  p e o p l e  c o u l d  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  

N a m e s  a n d  s e e k  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

T r u t h ,  a l l  W o r l d  T e a c h e r s  h a v e  

t a u g h t  t h e  s a m e ,  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  H i s  

e p o c h .  T h e  t e r m s ,  “ M a n i f e s t a 

t i o n , ”  “ P r o p h e t , ”  “ R e v e a l e d  

W o r d , ”  m a y  b e  v a r i o u s l y  d e f i n e d  

b y  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n i s t s  a n d  e v e n  

b y  n o n - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  b u t  l e t  t h e m  

s t a n d  t h e  t e s t ,  d o  t h e y  c o n f e r  u p o n  

h u m a n i t y  a  m o r a l ,  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a 

t i o n  u n i v e r s a l  i n  s c o p e ?  T h e  s u n  

b y  a n y  n a m e  o n e  m a y  c a l l  i t ,  p o u r s  

f o r t h  i t s  l i g h t  a n d  l i f e  a n d  h e a t ;  i f  

i t  d o e s n ’ t ,  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t  a  s u n !

W h e i t  L e c t u r i n g  i n  H a m b u r g  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  t h e  O r i e n t a l  S e m i 

n a r y ,  P r o f e s s o r  S t r o h t m a n n ,  P r o 

f e s s o r  o f  I s l a m i c  C u l t u r e s  a n d  L a n 

g u a g e s  a n d  p r e s e n t  e d i t o r  o f  “ D e r  

I s l a m ” — a n d  h e  i s  a  v e r y  a r d e n t  

C h r i s t i a n — s a i d :  ‘  ‘  T h e  B a h a ’ i M o v e 

m e n t  i s  g o o d ,  i t  t e a c h e s  C h r i s t i a n s  

h o w  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  

C h r i s t . ”  T h a t  i n d e e d  w a s  a  v e r y  

h i g h  c o m p l i m e n t  a n d  i t  i s  w h a t  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  c a m e  t o  d o .  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h  t a u g h t  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  C h r i s t
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S p i r i t  i n  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e  

“ o n e  m u s t  c o n s o r t  w i t h  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  

w i t h  j o y  a n d  f r a g r a n c e . ”

D r .  H e r m a n n  G r o s s m a i m  o f  H a m 

b u r g  a n d  W a n d s b e k ,  a  y o u n g  m a n  

w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  l e c t u r e ,  

h e a r d  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  s e v e n  

y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  h e  w a s  s t u d y i n g  i n  

L e i p z i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  n o w  h e  i s  
E d i t o r  o f  t h r e e  B a h a ’ i  m a g a z i n e s :  

“ L a  N o v a  T a g o , ”  a n  E s p e r a n t o  r e 

v i e w ;  “ D a s  R o s e n g a r t l e n , ”  a  H e r 

m a n  m a g a z i n e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ;  a n d  

a n o t h e r  m a g a z i n e  f o r  b o y s  a n d  

g i r l s .

O n e  v e s t  f i n e  P r o f e s s o r  i n  o n e  

s p l e n d i d  u n i v e r s i t y  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  

m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  

w h e n  t h e  w r i t e r  c a l l e d  u p o n  h i m  t o  

a s k  a b o u t  g i v i n g  a  l e c t u r e .  H e  

l i s t e n e d  i n t e n t l y ,  b u t  s u d d e n l y  s a i d :  

“ L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  M i s s  

R o o t ,  y o u  a r e  w a s t i n g  y o u r  t i m e  i n  

G e r m a n y .  E u r o p e a n s  w o u l d  n e v e r  

a c c e p t  s u c h  a  T e a c h i n g . ”

H e  w a s  s o  s i n c e r e ,  s o  n o b l e ! B u t  

l a t e r  t h i s  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  

a r r a n g e d  a  l a r g e  l e c t u r e  i n  t h e i r

u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e y  s a t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  

r o w .  O t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  

a n d  t h e  v i s i t  t o  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  u n i 

v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s p i r i t  o f  

t h i s  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  

s t a n d  o u t  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  

l i g h t s  i n  t r u e  G e r m a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  

g o o d  w i l l .  I t  s h o w s  y o u  t o o ,  0  

r e a d e r ,  h o w  o p e n - m i n d e d  t h e  G e r 

m a n  s c h o l a r  i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t r u t h .

B e r l i n  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  i t s  t w e l v e  

t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  u n i 

v e r s i t y  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  i t  i s  s i t u 

a t e d  j u s t  n e x t  t o  t h e  S t a a t s b i b l i o t 

h e k ,  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  l i b r a r y  i n  

t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  i s  

f i r s t ,  b u t  t h e  S t a a t s b i b l i o t h e k  i s  s e c 

o n d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  w o r l d .  I n  a l l  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e s  t h e  w r i t e r  h a d  

a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  B a h a ’ i  b o o k s  i n  d i f 

f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  P r o f e s s o r  G .  

W e i l  a n d  D r .  G o t t s c h a l k  o f  t h e  

S t a a t s b i b l i o t h e k  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h i s  e x h i b i t  w h i c h  t h e y  s a w  a t  t h e  

l e c t u r e  i n  B e r l i n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o n  

F e b r u a r y  t w e n t y - e i g h t .  T h e y  a s k e d  

t h e  w r i t e r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t a k e  t h e  

e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  S t a a t s b i b l i o t h e k  f o r
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t h r e e  c l a y s  t o  l o o k  i t  o v e r .  T h e y  d i d  

t h i s  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  o r d e r e d  f r o m  

d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i s h e r s  a  c o p y  o f  e a c h  

b o o k  i n  e v e r y  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  t h e y  

d o  n o t  a l r e a d y  p o s s e s s .  T h e y  h a v e  

a  f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  P e r s i a n  a n d  

A r a b i c  B a h a ’ i  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  a n d  i t  i s  

t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  m a k e  t h e  c o l l e c 

t i o n  o f  B a h a ’ i  b o o k s  a s  c o m p l e t e  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  P r o f e s s o r  W e i l  s a i d  t h a t  

w h e n  h e  w e n t  t o  P a l e s t i n e  l a s t  

s p r i n g  h e  h a d  s o u g h t  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h à ’ s  g a r d e n  i n  H a i f a  a n d  w a l k e d  

u p  a n d  d o w n  i n  i t  f o r  a n  h o u r  e n 

j o y i n g  i t s  b e a u t y  a n d  t h i n k i n g  o f  

t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  T e a c h 

i n g s .

P r o f e s s o r  D r .  M i t t w o c h ,  D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y  f o r  O r i e n t a l  L a n 

g u a g e s ,  h a d  a r r a n g e d  t h e  B e r l i n  

U n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e .  H e  p r e s i d e d  

a n d  g a v e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

P r o f e s s o r  D r .  K a m p f f m e y e r ,  P r o 

f e s s o r  o f  A r a b i c  L a n g u a g e  a l s o

s p o k e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g l y .  P r o f e s 

s o r ,  D r .  F r a n z  B a b i n g e r  o f  t h i s  u n i 

v e r s i t y  i s  b r i n g i n g  o u t  t h e  t h i r d  

e d i t i o n  o f  “ V o r l e s u n g e n  u b e r  d e n  

I s l a m ”  ( “ L e c t u r e s  o n  I s l a m ” )  

w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  l a t e  g r e a t  O r i e n t a l i s t ,  

P r o f e s s o r  G o l d z i h e r  o f  B u d a p e s t  

w h o  p e r s o n a l l y  k n e w  ‘ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

a n d  h a d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

M o v e m e n t  i n  t h i s  b o o k .  P r o f .  D r .  

B a b i n g e r  i s  a d d i n g  t w e n t y  p a g e s  t o  

i n c l u d e  r e c e n t  B a h a ’ i  h i s t o r y  a n d  i s  

g i v i n g  t h e  l i s t s  o f  b o o k s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

l a n g u a g e s .

A  c o u s i n  o f  P r o f .  D r .  B a b i n g e r  i s  

D r .  O s c a r  N i e d e r m a y e r ,  t h e  e x p l o r 

e r ,  w h o  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  P e r s i a  

a n d  A f g h a n i s t a n .  I n  o n e  o f  h i s  

w r i t i n g s  h e  t e l l s  a b o u t  t h e  m e e t i n g  

w i t h ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a .  T h e  w r i t e r  h a d  

h o p e d  t h a t  D r .  v o n  N i e d e r m a y e r ,  

w h o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  p a s s i n g  f r o m  

M o s c o w  t o  M u n i c h ,  w o u l d  s t o p  o v e r  

a  d a y  i n  B e r l i n  a n d  a t  t h i s  l e c t u r e  

s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  h i s  v i s i t  

w i t h  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  t h e  t i m e .

S o m e  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  B e r l i n  U n i 

v e r s i t y  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t  i n  b o o k s  a n d  i n  

e n c y c l o p a e d i a s .  A  n u m b e r  o f  P r o 

f e s s o r s  h a v e  l e c t u r e d  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

T e a c h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  i s  

w e l l  k n o w n  t h e r e .  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ’ s  

p i c t u r e  i s  h a n g i n g  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  

h a l l s  o f  B e r l i n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  

w r i t e r  h e a r s ,  a n d  f r o m  o t h e r  u n i 

v e r s i t i e s  c o m e  l e t t e r s  s a y i n g :  “ W e  

t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a .  W e  h a v e  f r a m e d  i t  

a n d  p u t  i t  i n  o u r  s e m i n a r y  s o  t h a t  

o u r  m e m b e r s  m a y  e n j o y  i t  t o o . ”  

S i x  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  

w i s h  t o  u s e  o n e  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  

A r a b i c  w o r k s  f o r  a  t e x t b o o k  i n  

s e m i n a r  r e a d i n g  n e x t  y e a r .

(To be continued)
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F O R M A L  e d u c a t i o n  t o d a y  o f f e r s  

s o  m a n y  p r i z e s  w h i c h  p r o m i s e  

f a m e  a n d  r e n o w n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  a  

f e w  “ h a n d  b a r g a i n s ”  m u s t  b e  i n 

c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  o t h e r  

m e n .  Y e t  t h e r e  c o m e s  a  d a y  w h e n  

s u c h  f a m e  p a s s e s  w i t h  d e a t h .

H o w  r e s p l e n d e n t  a r e  t h e  s o u l s  

w h o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  o f  

r a d i a n t  a c q u i e s c e n c e  ! T h e y  r a d i a t e  

t h e  s p l e n d o r  o f  G o d - g i v e n  q u a l i t i e s  

h e r e ,  a n d  i n  m e m o r y  a f t e r  p a s s i n g .

T h a t  s u c h  a  c o n t r a s t  e x i s t s  m a y  

b e  t r a c e a b l e  t o  m e t h o d s  a n d  p s y 

c h o l o g y  o f  m o d e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  

s e e k  t o  p r o d u c e  a n d  p r e v e n t  

c h a n g e s  i n  h u m a n  b e i n g s  w i t h  l i t t l e  

o r  n o  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  m a n ’ s  c o n d u c t  

w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w s  e x c e p t  i n  a  l e g a l  

w a y .  T h u s  m a n ,  t h r o u g h  e x e r c i s e  

o f  h i s  f r e e  w i l l ,  h a s  n e u t r a l i z e d  t h e  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  t r u e  E d u c a t o r s — t h e  

P r o p h e t s — w h o  h a v e  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  

b r i n g  m a n  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e a l i z a 

t i o n  o f  h i s  s t a t i o n .

J u s t  a s  m o d e r n  e d u c a t i o n  u t i l i z e s  

t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  b r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

t h e  f a c t s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  t o  g r o w i n g -  

h u m a n i t y ,  s o  G o d ,  t h e  C r e a t o r ,  

t h r o u g h  H i s  P r o p h e t s  s e n d s  i n 

s t r u c t i o n s  b y  w h i c h  m e n  m a y  p r o s 

p e r  a n d  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

a n d  d i v i n e  r e a l m s .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  P r o p h e t s  a s  M i r r o r s  o f  t h e  

L i f e - g i v i n g  r a y s  o f  G o d ,  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l  S u n s  i n  e v e r y  d i s p e n s a 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  o f  h u m a n i t y — i s  

t e s t i f i e d  t o  b y  m e n  a n d  e v e n t s  f r o m  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y .  

T h e y  m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a l l  f o r m s  o f

e x i s t e n c e — m i n e r a l ,  v e g e t a b l e ,  

a n i m a l  a n d  h u m a n ,  t h r o u g h  l a w s  

w h i c h  p r e s e r v e d  o r d e r  a n d  b r o u g h t  

m a n  a n d  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  h i s  m i n d  t o  

t h e  a p e x  o f  c r e a t i o n  w h e r e i n  h e  h a s  

b e e n  a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  

f o r m s  b y  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e m  i n  a r t s  

a n d  c r a f t s ,  c o m f o r t s  a n d  s c i e n c e s .  

T h e s e  C h o s e n  O n e s  o f  G o d  h a v e  

t a u g h t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  

a s  q u i t e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  

t h e  w h o l e  d i v i n e  p l a n .

F o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c o l l e g e s  a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s  s e t  u p  b y  m a n  c o n 

c e r n s  i t s e l f  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  a n d  h u 

m a n  e d u c a t i o n .  M a t e r i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  d e v e l 

o p m e n t  o f  t h e  b o d y .  H u m a n  e d u c a 

t i o n  a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  m a n  d e a l s  

w i t h  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a p p l i e d  

s c i e n c e s ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  i n v e n t i o n ,  

a n d  d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h y s i c a l  l a w s .

T h a t  m a n ’ s  e d u c a t i o n  b e  c o m p l e t e  

r e q u i r e s  a  t h i r d  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  t r a i n 

i n g  n a m e l y ,  s p i r i t u a l .  T h e  e l e m e n t s  

o f  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n  e x i s t  t o d a y  

o n l y  t o  a  l i m i t e d  d e g r e e  a s  s e p a r a t e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e n t i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

k n o w l e d g e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r i z e d  a n d  

s o m e w h a t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  

n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  n e e d s  e n c o u r a g e 

m e n t ,  f o r ,  a s  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  s a y s ,  

“ D i v i n e  E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d ;  i t  c o n s i s t s  i n  a c 

q u i r i n g  d i v i n e  p e r f e c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h i s  

i s  t r u e  e d u c a t i o n .  F o r  i n  t h i s  e s t a t e  

m a n  b e c o m e s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  d i v i n e  

a p p e a r a n c e s ,  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f
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t h e  w o r d s ,  ‘ L e t  u s  m a k e  m a n  i n  o u r  

i m a g e  a n d  a f t e r  o u r  l i k e n e s s .  ’  T h i s  

i s  t h e  s u p r e m e  g o a l  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o f  

h u m a n i t y .  ’  ’

T h e  B a h a  i s ,  a s  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  

P r o p h e t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  a r e  t a u g h t  t o  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a l l  

t h e  P r o p h e t s  w h o  t r u l y  e d u c a t e d  

m a n k i n d ,  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e s e  D i v i n e  

M e s s e n g e r s  p r e s e n t i n g  H i s  t e a c h 

i n g  i n  t h e  f o r m  b e s t  a d a p t e d  f o r  t h e  

a g e  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  w h o m  H e  

c a m e .  W h e n  e v e r y o n e ,  u n f e t t e r e d  

b y  p r e j u d i c e  o r  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  i n v e s 

t i g a t e s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  P r o 

p h e t s ,  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y  a s  h u 

m a n ,  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  D i v i n e  E d u 

c a t o r s ,  w i l l  b e c o m e  e v i d e n t .  T h e  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  Z o r o a s t e r ,  M o s e s ,  

B u d d h a ,  C h r i s t ,  a n d  M u h a m m a d ,  

a r e  e x i s t e n t  t o d a y  a l t h o u g h  q u i t e  

b e c l o u d e d  b y  m a n ’ s  i n t e r p r a t i o n s  

a n d  p r a c t i c e s .  Y e t  t h e  S t a t i o n  

o f  t h e s e  P r o p h e t s  w h o  a s s u m e d  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  a g e s  o f  m e n  

w i t h o u t  m a n ’ s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a t t a i n e d  

a  g r e a t e r  p e r m a n e n c y  t h a n  t h e  e m 

p i r e s  t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  h e e d  t h e i r  

s i m p l e  t e a c h i n g s .  “ T h e  H o l y ,  
D i v i n e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a r e  u n i q u e  

a n d  p e e r l e s s .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  a r c h e 

t y p e s  o f  c e l e s t i a l  v i r t u e s  i n  t h e i r  

o w n  a g e  a n d  c y c l e .  T h e y  s t a n d  o n  

t h e  s u m m i t  o f  t h e  M o u n t  o f  V i s i o n  

a n d  t h e y  f o r e s h a d o w  t h e  p e r f e c 

t i o n s  o f  e v o l v i n g  h u m a n i t y .  ’  ’ —  

( ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ) .

T h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  i n t e l 

l i g e n c e  o f  t h e s e  P r o p h e t s  i n  t h e  

m i n d s  a n d  s o u l s  a n d  s p i r i t s  o f  m e n  

l i k e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i l l u m i n a t i  o f  

a n c i e n t  P e r s i a ,  S o l o m o n ,  C o p e r 

n i c u s ,  P l a t o ,  S o c r a t e s ,  P a u l ,  H a r 

v e y ,  M a r t i n  L u t h e r ,  J a m e s  W a t t ,  

T h o m a s  E d i s o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  h a v e  

t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  d a r k n e s s  i n t o  l i g h t .  

T h e s e  a r e  e v i d e n c e s  w h i c h  h a v e

b a f f l e d  t h e  m i n d s  o f  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u t  a r e  r e v e a l e d  m o r e  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h i s  d a y  b y  t h e  P r o 

p h e t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

I n  H i s  “ W o r d s  o f  W i s d o m , ”  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  t e a c h e s  t h a t —

“ T h e  S u n  o f  T r u t h  i s  t h e  W o r d  

o f  G o d ,  u p o n  w h i c h  d e p e n d s  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c o u n 

t r y  o f  t h o u g h t .  I t  i s  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  

R e a l i t y  a n d  t h e  W a t e r  o f  L i f e .  A l l  

t h i n g s  o w e  t h e i r  e x i s t n c e  t o  i t .  I t s  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i s  e v e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  c a p a c i t y  a n d  c o l o r i n g  o f  t h e  

m i r r o r  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t  m a y  r e f l e c t .  

F o r  e x a m p l e :  I t s  l i g h t ,  w h e n  c a s t  

o n  t h e  m i r r o r s  o f  t h e  w i s e ,  g i v e s  

e x p r e s s i o n  t o  w i s d o m ;  w h e n  r e 

f l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  m i n d s  o f  a r t i s t s ,  i t  

p r o d u c e s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  n e w  a n d  

b e a u t i f u l  a r t s ;  w h e n  i t  s h i n e s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  m i n d s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  i t  

r e v e a l s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n f o l d s  

m y s t e r i e s .

“ A l l  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r i s e  

t h r o u g h  m a n  a n d  a r e  m a n i f e s t  i n  

h i m ,  t h r o u g h  w h o m  t h e y  f i n d  l i f e  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d  m a n  i s  d e 

p e n d e n t  f o r  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  

u p o n  t h e  S u n  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  

T h e  W o r d  i s  t h e  F i r e  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h ,  

g l o w i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  p e o p l e  

b u r n s  a w a y  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  

o f  G o d .  T h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  l o v e r s  

a r e  e v e r  a f l a m e  w i t h  t h i s  f i r e .  I t  i s  

t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  w a t e r ,  w h i c h  h a s  

m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  f i r e .  

O u t w a r d l y  i t  i s  t h e  b u r n i n g  f i r e ,  

w h i l e  i n w a r d l y  i t  i s  c a l m  l i g h t .  T h i s  

i s  t h e  w a t e r  t h a t  g i v e s  l i f e  t o  a l l  

t h i n g s .

“ W e  b e g  o f  G o d  t h a t  w e  m a y  

p a r t a k e  o f  t h i s  l i f e - g i v i n g  W a t e r  

o f  H e a v e n  a n d  q u a f f  f r o m  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  c h a l i c e  o f  r e s t ,  a n d  t h u s  

b e  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  w i t h 

h o l d  u s  f r o m  a p p r o a c h i n g  H i s  l o v e .
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G l o r y  b e  u p o n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G l o r y . ”  

T o  a r r i v e  a t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  o u r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  w e  m u s t ,  

t h e r e f o r e  h e e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  D i v i n e  P r o p h e t s  w h o  a r e  t h e  

f i r s t  E d u c a t o r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  “ T h e  

P r o p h e t s  a r e  s e n t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  

i n n a t e  q u a l i t y  i n  h u m a n i t y .  T h e y

a r e  l i k e  g a r d e n e r s  w h o  s o w  t h e  

g r a i n  w h i c h  a f t e r w a r d s  s p r i n g s  u p  

i n  a  t h o u s a n d  f o r m s  o f  a d v a n c e 

m e n t .  T h e  P r o p h e t s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  f i r s t  E d u c a t o r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  

t h e  h e a d - m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  .  .  .  

D i v i n e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  s u m  t o t a l  

o f  a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s  t h e  s a f e 

g u a r d  o f  h u m a n i t y . ”

S P E A K I N G  OF T A L K I N G
M a r z l e h  K .  N a b i l

The readers of The Baha’i  Magazine have enjoyed several previous articles from  
the pen of this brilliant Persian-American University student.

S A K I  w r i t e s  o f  a n  o l d  a r m y  m a n  

w h o  t o l d  t h e  s a m e  s t o r y  s o  

o f t e n  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d s  s e c r e t l y  a r 

r a n g e d  a  c o n t e s t ,  a n d  a w a r d e d  a  

p r i z e  t o  t h e  o n e  w h o  h e a r d  t h e  s t o r y  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s .

V o l u b i l i t y ,  a l a s ,  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  

o l d  a r m y  m e n .  I t  i s  s a f e  t o  a s s e r t  

t h a t  n e v e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  h a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  s o  m a n y  

t a l k e r s .  T h e  v e r y  m o v i n g  p i c t u r e s  

a r e  n o w  a r t i c u l a t e .  P e o p l e  c a n  n o  

l o n g e r  s l e e p  t h r o u g h  t h e m ,  a n d  a r e  

j e r k e d  i n t o  u n p l e a s a n t  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  b y  t h e  r a s p i n g  w h e e z e  o f  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  h e r o i n e .  E v e n  t h e  s a n c 

t i t y  o f  t h e  h o m e  i s  i n v a d e d  b y  t h e  

g i g a n t i c  t o n e s  o f  t h e  r a d i o  a n 

n o u n c e r .  P u l p i t  a n d  p l a t f o r m  a r e  

f l o o d e d  w i t h  r o l l i n g  p e r i o d s .  B e s i d e s  

w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  w i t h  u s  t h e  

p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o ,  a n d  

a r e  a r m e d  w i t h  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s t o r e  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e s .

B u t  i n t o  B e d l a m  c o m e s  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  p r i n c i p l e  o f  n e v e r  s p e a k i n g  

a n  i d l e  w o r d ,  a n d  t h i s  c o m m a n d  

m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  r e d u c e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  

o f  w o r d s  s p o k e n  b y  a t  l e a s t  t w o -  

t h i r d s  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  v o l u m e .  T h e

p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  t o  i n q u i r e  

i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a n  i d l e  w o r d ,  a n d  

w h i l e  t h e  r e a d e r  m a y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

p a p e r  i t s e l f  a s  a n  a d e q u a t e  i l l u s t r a 

t i o n  o f  o n e ,  y e t  w e  m u s t  p e r s i s t  i n  

w h a t  w e  f e e l  t o  b e  o u r  d u t y .

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  o f  i d l e  

w o r d s  i s  t h e  p l a t i t u d e .  P l a t i t u d e s  

a r e  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  t r u e ,  b u t  t h e y  

d o  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  h u m a n  p r o 

g r e s s  o r  e n j o y m e n t ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  

a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h o u g h t ,  o f  w h i c h  

t h e y  a r e  m e r e  l i f e l e s s  i m i t a t i o n s .  

C o m p a r e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  “ B e a u t y  i s  

a s  b e a u t y  d o e s , ”  w i t h  “ L e t  d e e d s ,  

n o t  w o r d s ,  b e  y o u r  a d o r n i n g .  ’  ’  O n e  

a n n o y s ,  t h e  o t h e r  i n s p i r e s .  T h e  d i f 

f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  c r e a t i v e  t h o u g h t  

a n d  p l a t i t u d e  s e e m s  t o  b e  r a t h e r  i n  

t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

t h a n  i n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  i t — a  M i c h a e l  

A n g e l o  a n d  a  L a t i n  Q u a r t e r  t y r o  

u s e  t h e  s a m e  c l a y .

C o n t i n u a l  r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  a  p r i n 

c i p l e  h a s  a p p e a r e d  t o  s o m e  a s  a  

f o r m  o f  p l a t i t u d e ,  b u t  a s  a  m a t t e r  

o f  f a c t  r e i t e r a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  g e n t 

l e s t  a n d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  

l o n g  u n d e r s t o o d  i t s  v a l u e ,  a n d  l i s t
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r e p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r s  

i n  a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  A d v e r t i s 

i n g  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e 

i t e r a t i o n .  A  r u l e  i n  p l a y w r i t i n g  i s  

t o  t e l l  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  

a b o u t  t o  s e e ,  t e l l  t h e m  t h e y  a r e  s e e 

i n g  i t ,  a n d  t e l l  t h e m  t h e y  h a v e  s e e n  

i t .  P h i l o s o p h e r s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  u n i 

v e r s e  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  e n d l e s s  a p 

p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a  f e w  c a r d i n a l  p r i n 

c i p l e s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a  r e a s o n 

a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  r e i t e r a t i o n  i s  w e l 

c o m e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  

w e  d i s r e g a r d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e r e  

i s  a  s t o r y  t h a t  w h e n  M i r z a  A b u ’ l -  

F a d l *  w a s  l e c t u r i n g  o n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  h e  w a s  a p 

p r o a c h e d  b y  a  l a d y  w h o  c o m p l a i n e d  

t h a t  h e  a l w a y s  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  

s a m e  t h i n g .  H e  a s k e d  w h a t  t h a t  

t h i n g  w a s ,  a n d  s h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  

d i d  n o t  k n o w .  W h e r e u p o n  h e  s a i d  

t h a t  p e r h a p s  s h e  h a d  n o w  l e a r n e d  

t h e  v a l u e  o f  r e p e t i t i o n .

T o  r e t u r n  t o  i d l e  w o r d s ,  a  s t i l l  

m o r e  i n s i d i o u s  f o r m  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  

p e r s o n a l  a n e c d o t e .  S u c h  a n e c d o t e s  

a r e  p e r m i s s i b l e  o n l y  i f  t h e y  a r e  

a m u s i n g  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  i n s t r u c 

t i v e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  t h i n g  i s  a m u s 

i n g  o f t e n  r e d e e m s  i t ,  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  

c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  s o  c l o s e  t o  

t r a g e d y  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  a b o v e  a l l  t o  

b e  a m u s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  

t h e i r  m e n t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ;  a  s t u d y  o f  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  t e a c h i n g s  m u s t  i n e v i t 

a b l y  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

B a h a ’ i s  s h o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  L e t  

u s  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  h o w  w e  d y e d  o u r  o l d  s t r a w  

h a t  m a y  w i n  u s  a f f e c t i o n a t e  f r i e n d s  

o r  i m p l a c a b l e  e n e m i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

o u r  m e t h o d  o f  t e l l i n g  i t .

E n t r e  n o u s ,  s u b  r o s a ,  b e t w e e n  

o u r s e l v e s ,  a r e  a l s o  w o r d s  w h i c h  a r e

*A distinguished teacher who traveled 
and proclaimed the Baha’i teachings in 
America in 1904 and 1905.

a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  p r o 

g r e s s i v e  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  O f  a l l  

g r o u p s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  o n l y  t h e  

B a h a i s  a r e  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d a n 

g e r s  o f  s e c r e c y ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  o f  o u r  

e f f o r t s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  u n i t y ,  

a n d  t h e  s e c r e t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

p o t e n t  a g e n t s  f o r  d i s u n i o n  e v e r  

t h o u g h t  o f .  I m a g i n e  a  g r o u p  i n  

w h i c h  e v e r y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  

a r e  s h a r i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e c r e t  w h i c h  

p o s s i b l y  c o n c e r n s  t h e  o t h e r s — i t  i s  

o b v i o u s l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  f u s i o n  

o f  s o u l s  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  s u c h  a  

g a t h e r i n g .  T e l l i n g  s e c r e t s  i s  r e a l l y  

a  b r e a c h  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e t i q u e t t e —  

a n d  a f t e r  a l l  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  f e w  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  a r e  w i c k e d  

e n o u g h  t o  b e  p r e f a c e d  w i t h  a n  1 ‘ e n 

t r e  n o u s . ”  B e s i d e s  w h i c h ,  n o t h i n g  

i s  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  t h a n  a  

s e c r e t — t h e  s a f e s t  p o l i c y  i s  n o t  t o  

h a v e  o n e .  W o r s t  o f  a l l ,  k e e p i n g  

s o m e b o d y ’ s  s e c r e t  i s  a  d e c i d e d  a n 

n o y a n c e  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  i n f r i n g e 

m e n t  o n  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  t o  s a y ,  

“ N o w  d o n ’ t  b r e a t h  t h i s  t o  a  s o u l ” — ■ 

a l t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  i f  p e o p l e  i n s i s t  

o n  t h r u s t i n g  t h e i r  s e c r e t s  u p o n  u s ,  

w e  a r e  d u t y  b o u n d  t o  k e e p  t h e m  

( t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  h a p p y  t o  

k e e p  e v e n  s u c h  s e c r e t s  a s  w e r e  i m 

p a r t e d  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  f u r t h e r  c i r 

c u l a t i o n ) .  A s  a  r u l e ,  t o o ,  t h e  s e c r e t  

b e t r a y s  i m m a t u r i t y — e a r l y  s c h o l a r s  

w r a p t  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  m y s t i c  

s y m b o l s ,  w h i l e  d o c t o r s  t a l k e d  L a t i n  

t o  a d m i r i n g  m o r i b u n d s — b u t  n o w  

t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  i s  g r o w i n g  u p ,  t h e  

t e n d e n c y  i s  r a t h e r  t o  e r r  o n  t h e  s i d e  

o f  f r a n k n e s s .  A t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  t h e r e  

i s  l i t t l e  r o o m  a m o n g  u s  f o r  a n y  

k i n d  o f  s e c r e c y ,  a s  B a h a ’ i s  d o  n o t  

c o n f i d e  i n  a n y o n e ,  b u t  i n  e v e r y o n e ,  

a n d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  w e  

a r e  t o  h a v e  n o  s e c r e t s ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  

t o  b e a r  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  s o r r o w s ,  a n d  

s h a r e  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  j o y s .
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A m o n g  t h e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  

f o r m s  o f  i d l e  w o r d  a r e  t h e  e n t h u 

s i a s t i c a l l y  i n v o l v e d  d i s p u t e s  w h i c h  

h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  p o p u l a r  s o u r c e  

o f  l o n g - w i n d e d n e s s .  T h e o l o g i a n s  

h a v e  i n t e r m i n a b l y  d i s s e c t e d  t h e  e s 

s e n c e  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y ,  w h i l e  m e d i e v a l  

s c h o o l m e n  h a v e  q u a r r e l l e d  o v e r  

j u s t  h o w  m a n y  a n g e l s  m a y  d a n c e  o n  

t h e  p o i n t  o f  a  n e e d l e ,  a n d  p h i l o s 

o p h e r s  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  t h e y  w e r e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  c h a i r  

t h e y  w e r e  s i t t i n g  o n .  T h e  o t h e r  

d a y  a  y o u n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  h e a r i n g  

t h a t  w e  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

G r o d ,  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  w h a t  

i s  k n o w n  a s  a  ‘ £ p s y c h i c a l  m o n i s t , ”  

a n d  t h a t  w e  h a d  b e s t  k e e p  o u r  o p 

i n i o n s  t o  o u r s e l f ;  h a d  w e  t o l d  o u r  

i n f o r m e r  t h a t  w e  i n  o u r  t u r n  w o u l d  

c l a s s  h i m  a s  a  “ p s y c h o p a t h i c  p s y 

c h o l o g i s t ”  a n  e n d l e s s  d i s p u t e  w o u l d  

h a v e  e n s u e d — i n s t e a d  o f  w h i c h  w e  

p a r t e d  f r i e n d s .

W h a t ,  t h e n ,  d o  B a h a ’ i s  t a l k  

a b o u t ?  D o  t h e y  l i t e r a l l y  c o n f i n e  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  “ Y e a ,  Y e a , ”  a n d  

“ N a y ,  N a y ? ”  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s

s a i d :  “ O h  E m i g r a n t s !  t h e  t o n g u e  

I  h a v e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  m e n t i o n  o f  

m e  . . . ”  H e  s a y s  a g a i n ,  “ M a k e  

m e n t i o n  o f  M e  o n  M y  e a r t h ,  t h a t  i n  

M y  h e a v e n  I  m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h e e  

.  .  . ”  a n d  a g a i n ,  “ M a g n i f y  M y  

c a u s e ,  t h a t  I  m a y  m a k e  m a n i f e s t  

u n t o  t h e e  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  M y  g r e a t n e s s  

a n d  s h i n e  u p o n  t h e e  w i t h  e v e r l a s t 

i n g  l i g h t . ”

W e  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  m o s t  r e 

f r e s h e d  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  m a t t e r s  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  C a u s e ,  s u c h  

m a t t e r s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a r e  t h e  m o u l d  

a r o u n d  w h i c h  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

f o r m e d .  I t  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h a t  s o  

m a n y  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d s  o f  G - o d  m a y  

b e  o b e y e d  b y  t h e  s i m p l e  p r o c e s s  o f  

c o n t r o l l i n g  o u r  s p e e c h — t h e  m e r e  

n e g a t i v e  a c t  o f  n o t  t a l k i n g  p r e v e n t s  

u s  f r o m  f a l s e h o o d ,  l o q u a c i t y ,  

s l a n d e r ,  g o s s i p ,  d i s p u t e s ,  t e d i o u s 

n e s s ,  a n d  a  h u n d r e d  o t h e r  s i n s .  

A n d  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  

a s  w e  d i s c a r d  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n v e r 

s a t i o n  w e  a r e  g i v e n  t o  e x p r e s s  m u c h  

t h a t  i s  o f  l a s t i n g  b e a u t y .

S O N N E T

S i l e n c e  i s  b u t  a  f u l l e r  k i n d  o f  s o u n d
M o r e  e lo q u e n t , m o r e  s t i r r e d  w i t h  m e a n i n g ’s  b e a t ;
T h e  g r a s s  d o e s  s p e a k  i n  s i l e n c e  to  t h e  g r o u n d ,
I n  s i l e n c e  d o e s  t h e  s t r e a m  t h e  s o n g  r e p e a t .
W i t h  g o l d  o f  s i l e n c e  b r o w  o f  s a i n t  i s  c r o w n e d ,
T h e  l ip s  o f  t h o u g h t  a r e  s e a l e d  w i t h  s i l e n c e  m e e t ;
W i t h  q u i e t  i s  t h e  l o v e d  o n e  h a lo e d  r o u n d ,
A n d  p i l g r i m s  e n t e r  s h r i n e s  w ith -  s i l e n t  f e e t .

I n  f r u i t f u l  s t i l l n e s s  l o v e  d o e s  c o m e  to  b i r t h  
A n d  w a r m t h  a n d  k i n d n e s s  o u t  o f  q u i e t  r i s e  
A n d  p r a y e r  f r o m  s i l e n t  m o u t h  to  h e a v e n  m a y  s o a r .  
F r o m  s i l e n c e  c o m e s  t h e  p o w e r  to  w i e l d  t h e  e a r t h  
T o  b u r n  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  f l a m e s  o f  s i l e n t  e y e s —
L i k e  w a v e s  to  t h u n d e r ,  a n d  l i k e  l io n s  to  r o a r .

M a b z i e h  K .  N a b i l .
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WORLD THOUGHT AND PROGRESS
“ I  a m  n o  d b e a m e e ,  a n d  I  a m  n o t  

u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  q u e s 

t i o n s .  I  w a s  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  m y s e l f  

a n d  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  t a l k i n g  t h e r e  

a b o u t  r e l i g i o n s  q u e s t i o n s .  N o  s e l f -  

r e s p e c t i n g  p e r s o n  w i l l  e x p o u n d  h i s  

m o s t  s a c r e d  c o n v i c t i o n s  e v e r y  l i t t l e  

w h i l e  a t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  

b u t  e v e r y  s u c h  p e r s o n  h a s  s u c h  c o n 

v i c t i o n s  a n d  l i v e s  u p  t o  t h e m .  A n d  

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  

d e e p e r  t h a n  a n y  m a t e r i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  

n o  m a t t e r  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  m a y  

b e .

“ A n y  n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  i n  o r d e r  

t o  b e  e f f e c t u a l  m u s t  e x p r e s s  t h e  f u l l 

n e s s  o f  m o d e r n  c u l t u r a l  n e e d s .  I t  

m u s t  b e  w e l l  r o u n d e d .  I t  m u s t  c o n 

s i d e r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  s i d e  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s .

“ P o l i t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a l o n e  i s  

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .  F o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

w i l l  n o t  p r e s e r v e  a n y  n a t i o n .  M o r 

a l i t y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

s a l v a t i o n .  F o r  e v e n  p o l i t i c a l  i n d e 

p e n d e n c e  i s  o n l y  a  m e a n s  t o  a t t a i n  

t h e  r i g h t e o u s  l i v i n g  o f  a  n a t i o n .  

W h e n  r i g h t e o u s  l i v i n g  c e a s e s  i n  a  

c o u n t r y ,  w h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  n o  l o n g e r  

l i v e  m o r a l l y  o r  d e c e n t l y ,  w h e n  t h e y  

n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  c o n t e n t m e n t  o f  

s o u l s ,  t h a t  n a t i o n  i s  b o u n d  t o  g o  

u n d e r .

“ E v e n  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  c a n n o t  

m a k e  a  n a t i o n  e n d u r e  u n l e s s  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h a t  l a n d  a r e  e n l i g h t e n e d ,  

e d u c a t e d  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e  p r e 

p o n d e r a n c e  o f  s p i r i t  o v e r  m a t t e r ,  

o f  m o r a l i t y  o v e r  i m m o r a l i t y  a n d  o f  

e n l i g h t e n e d  h u m a n i t y  o v e r  b r u t e  

f o r c e .”—President Thomas G. Ma- 
saryk of Czechoslovakia in the New  
York Times.

“ T h a t  w a s  a  v e r y  q u i e t  a f f a i r  

t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  i n  B e r l i n  

w h e n  a t  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  M r s .  

C a r r i e  C h a p m a n  C a t t  t h e  I n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  W O m a n ’ s  S u f f r a g e  A l l i 

a n c e  w a s  f o u n d e d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  

G - e r m a n y  i t  w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  t o  

h a v e  a n y  k i n d  o f  a  s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f r e e  c i t y  o f  H a m 

b u r g ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  s u f f r a g e  s o c i e t y  

h a d  b e e n  s t a r t e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  s o c i e t y  s c a t t e r e d  

t h r o u g h  G e r m a n y .  S e v e n  c o u n t r i e s  

i n  a l l  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  

B e r l i n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H a m b u r g  

s o c i e t y  w e r e  t h e  G e r m a n  r e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e s .  W o m a n  s u f f r a g e  w a s  a l 

r e a d y  k n o w n  i n  f i v e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  

a n y w h e r e  e l s e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d  

n o w h e r e  w a s  i t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  e x 

c e p t  b y  t h a t  d e v o t e d  l i t t l e  b a n d  o f  

e a r l y  s u f f r a g i s t s  w h o  w e r e  l a y i n g  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  w o r l d  

m o v e m e n t .

“ T h i s  y e a r  t h e  C o n g r e s s  m e t  

a g a i n  i n  B e r l i n  a n d  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  f o r t y - f i v e  

c o u n t r i e s  a n d  w i t h  s u f f r a g e  f o r  

w o m e n  w o n  i n  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  .  .  .  F o r  

M r s .  C a t t ,  M r s .  F .  L o u i s  S l a d e  p r e 

s e n t e d  t h e  f l a g s  o f  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  

a n d  o f  t h e  s c e n e  a t  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e ,  

s h e  s a y s :  “ Y o u n g  g i r l s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  

f l a g s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n s  c a m e  t o w a r d  u s .  

T h e y  p a s s e d  u s ,  t h e y  r o s e  a b o v e  u s  

b e a r i n g  a l o f t  t h e i r  b a n n e r s ,  a  t o k e n  

t h a t  t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  

c a r r y  f o r w a r d  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  i s  b u t  

b e g u n . ”  .  .  .

“ T h e r e  w e r e  w o m e n  f r o m  e v e r y  

c o n t i n e n t ,  a n d  e a c h  v o i c e d  t h e  s a m e  

h o p e  t h a t  t h e  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f
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w o m e n  w a s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  

g r e a t  g i f t  t o  m a n k i n d — t h e  e n d  o f  

w a r ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p e a c e  a n d  

g o o d  w i l l  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n s . ” —  

“ Weekly N ew s”  published by the 
Neiv York League of Women  
Voters.

“ R e a d i n g  e o r  i n t e r r a c i a l  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  m u s t  b e g i n  f a r  b a c k  o f  

b o o k s  o f  t r a v e l  a n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

b a c k  e v e n  t o  b i o g r a p h y  a n d  o f  t h e  

w o r k s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  a  p e o p l e .  W e  m u s t  b e g i n  

w i t h  b o o k s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  

w h o l e  w h i c h  w i l l  s h o w  u s  t h e  p l a c e  

o f  m a n k i n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  r a c e s  a n d  

g r o u p s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  ;  w i t h  b o o k s  

t h a t  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  m a n ’ s  l i f e  o n  

e a r t h  a s  o n e  s t o r y  s h o w i n g  o u r  c o m 

m o n  h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  o u r  

c o m m o n  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . ” —  

Mrs. Florence Brewer Boeckel, 
Educational Director, National 
Council for Prevention of War, in 
“ Libraries.”

“ P e r u  i s  a  l a n d  o f  g e n e r o u s  f e e l 

i n g s  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y .  W e  a r e  o p e n  

t o  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  W e  

h a v e  i n  o u r  c u s t o m s  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  

t h e  S p a n i s h  n a t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  h o s p i 

t a l i t y  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  

w h o  g o e s  t h e r e  w i t h  g o o d  w i l l  i s  r e 

c e i v e d  w i t h  o p e n  a r m s .  M a n y  J a p 

a n e s e  a r e  t h e r e ,  d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l .  

S o m e  w e n t  t o  P e r u  a s  p e a s a n t s ,  a n d  

a r e  n o w  r i c h  l a n d  o w n e r s ,  a n d  t h e y  

b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b e s t  c l a s s e s  o f  o u r  s o 

c i e t y  b e c a u s e  w e  g i v e  m o r e  p r a i s e  

a n d  h o n o r  t o  a  s e l f - m a d e  m a n  t h a n  

t o  a  m a n  w h o  c a n  o n l y  b o a s t  o f  h i s  

l i n e a g e  o f  b l o o d . ”  —  Minister 
Keiichi Yamasaki in the Pan-Paci
fic Union Bulletin.

A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M r s .  C h i a n g

K a i - S h e k ,  w i f e  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  P r e s 

i d e n t ,  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  Y u a n  o f  t h e  

C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i s  v i e w e d  b y  

t h e  S h a n g h a i  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  

D a i l y  M a i l  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

w o m e n ’ s  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  s e x  

e q u a l i t y .

T h i s  d e m a n d ,  h e  s a i d ,  h a d  a l 

r e a d y  p r o d u c e d  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  

s o c i a l  a n d  f a m i l y  c u s t o m s  a n d  h a d  

p l a c e d  w o m e n  o n  a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  

w i t h  m e n  b e f o r e  t h e  l a w .  T h e  a p 

p o i n t m e n t  o f  M r s .  C h i a n g  g a v e  h e r  

p o w e r s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h o s e  o f  a  

c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r .  S h e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  

w o m a n  t o  h o l d  s u c h  a  p o s t  i n  C h i n a .

M r s .  C h i a n g  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  

W e l l e s l e y  a n d  a  s i s t e r  o f  T .  Y .  

S o o n g ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  f i n a n c e . — W ash
ington, D. C. “ S ta r .”

A  N E W  “ i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r 

s i t y , ”  d e s i g n e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  

y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  w i s h  t o  a c 

q u a i n t  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  S c a n d i n a 

v i a n  c u l t u r e ,  i s  a b o u t  t o  b e  s e t  u p  i n  

D e n m a r k  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  D r .  

S v e n  K n u d s o n ,  w e l l  k n o w n  e d u c a 

t o r  a n d  B o y  S c o u t  l e a d e r .  T h e  u n i 

q u e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  b e  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  

p i c t u r e s q u e  o l d  C h a t e a u  L e r c h e n 

b o r g  o n  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  S j a e l l a n d ,  

u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o p e n h a g e n  

i s  l o c a t e d .  D r .  K n u d s e n ,  w h o  h a s  

i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  h e l p e d  i n  t h e  

e x c h a n g e  o f  A m e r i c a n  a n d  D a n i s h  

y o u n g s t e r s  b e t w e e n  p r i v a t e  h o m e s  

i n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  

6 0 0  A m e r i c a n s  o f  a l l  a g e s  w i l l  b e  

e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  “ s e m e s t e r ”  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l . ” — Washington Star.

S o u t h a m p t o n ,  L .  I . — S e p t .  1 . —  

D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  e c o n o m i c s  h a d  d i s 

p l a c e d  p o l i t i c s  a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  g r a v 

i t y  o f  h u m a n  i n t e r e s t ,  D r .  N i c h o l a s
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M u r r a y  B u t l e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  C o l u m 

b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  o f  t h e  C a r n e g i e  

E n d o w m e n t  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

P e a c e ,  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  P a r r i s h  

A r t  M u s e u m  h e r e  t o n i g h t  a p p e a l e d  

f o r  t h e  “ l a r g e - m i n d e d  c o o p e r a t i o n ”  

o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  

t o  b u t t r e s s  w o r l d  p e a c e .

T h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  m o t i v e  o f  t h e  l i f e  

a n d  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  n o  l o n 

g e r  l i b e r t y  b u t  w e a l t h ,  D r .  B u t l e r  

s a i d ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w a r  y e a r s  

o f  1 9 1 4  t o  1 9 1 8  m a r k e d  t h e  d e f i n i t e  

e n d  o f  a n  e r a  o f  s o m e  f o u r  c e n t u r 

i e s  i n  w h i c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  p o l i t i 

c a l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  i n 

d i v i d u a l  t o  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  f r e e 

d o m  w e r e  d o m i n a n t .

C a l l i n g  f o r  w i s e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  

n o w  p r e v a i l i n g  e c o n o m i c  m o t i v e  l e s t  

i t  b e  l i n k e d  w i t h  e x t r e m e  n a t i o n a l 

i s m ,  h e  a s k e d  w h a t  p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  

b e  e x p e c t e d  o f  a  n a r r o w  n a t i o n a l i s m  

b u i l t  o n  a n  e c o n o m i c  f o u n d a t i o n ,  i f  

n a r r o w  n a t i o n a l i s m  o n  a  t r u l y  p o l i 

t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  c o u l d  d o  n o  b e t t e r  

t h a n  i t  h a d  d o n e .

D r .  B u t l e r  l a u n c h e d  a  d i r e c t  a t 

t a c k  o n  t h e  t r a i f f  l e g i s l a t i o n  n o w  

b e i n g  f r a m e d  i n  C o n g r e s s  a s  a n  i l 

l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  a h e a d  i f  

n e w  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

w e r e  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e d  i n  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s  o f  e c o n o m i c s .  H e  w a r n e d  

t h a t  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  w o u l d  b e  “ m i g h t i l y  a d v a n c e d  

o r  g r a v e l y  c o m p r o m i s e d  ”  a c c o r d 

i n g  a s  C o n g r e s s  a c t s  w i s e l y  o r  u n 

w i s e l y  o n  “ t h i s  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n . ” —  

New York Times.

E x c e r p t s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  “ N e w  

Y o r k  T i m e s , ”  f r o m  A d d r e s s e s  a t  

t h e  N i n t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n 

g r e s s  o f  P s y c h o l o g y  w h i c h  o p e n e d  

a t  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  S e p t .  2 ,  1 9 2 9 .

“ W h e n  i n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t i m e  

t h e r e  i s  a  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  

w h e n  e a c h  w i l l  g i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  

a b i l i t y  a n d  r e c e i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  

n e e d s ,  w h e n  w a r  a m o n g  t h e m  w i l l  

b e  a s  a b s u r d  a s  i t  w o u l d  n o w  b e  f o r  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  c o n g r e s s  t o  b e g i n  

m u r d e r i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  

d u e  i n  n o  s m a l l  m e a s u r e  t o  c o o p e r a 

t i o n  a m o n g  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  o f  a l l  n a 

t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  c o m m o n  s t o c k . ” —  

Dr. J. M cKeen Cattell, President of 
the Congress, form erly professor  
at the University of Pennsylvania 
and at Columbia.

“ I n t h e  p a s t  two decades even 
nations have learned much of the 
terrible futility of unmitigated hos
tility and, also, let us hope, of the 
ultimate possibilities of friendly co
operation,” he said.

“ W h a t  h a s  t h u s  b e e n  f o u n d  t r u e  

i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e ,  c a n  h a r d l y  

f a i l  t o  b e  f o u n d  m o r e  t r u e  i n  t h e  

e f f o r t  t o  p u s h  f o r w a r d  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  

o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n  e n t e r p r i s e  w h e r e  

t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  

a n d  c u r i o s i t i e s  n e e d  e n g e n d e r  n o  

f a t a l  a n i m o s i t i e s ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e  

e x i s t  a b u n d a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  m o s t  g e n 

e r o u s  r i v a l r i e s . ” — Dr. James R. 
Angell, President of Yale.

A  r e p o r t  o n  e a r l i e r  c o n g r e s s e s  

w a s  m a d e  b y  P r o f e s s o r  E d w a r d  

C l a p a r e d e ,  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  s e c r e 

t a r y  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  

o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  a  u n i v e r s a l  l a n g u a g e  f o r  

s c i e n t i s t s .
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“ This period is a blessed period. Endeavor that thou mayst 
live according to the requirements of this glorious age.”

— ’Ab du ’ l-B  aha.

Does Humanity pkogbess? In 
spite of pessimistic assertions to 
the contrary, it is evident to any 
careful observer that the average 
people of today, in the world’s most 
advanced countries, are more re
fined, more gentle, more humane, 
than.in past epochs.

Motoring t h r o  u g h western 
Massachusetts, I took occasion to 
stroll out from a gas station dur
ing refitment. It was a lovely Sab
bath morning, and over the flowered 
fields peace lay like a sacrament. 
But from a certain quarter came 
harsh sounds of voices raised in 
quarrel—a human drama in the 
open air.

As I reached a rise of ground, I 
saw before me a small gypsy en
campment almost in the midst of the 
suburban life of the town. Within 
a ring of tents, a group of gypsies 
were engaged in violent dispute 
and gesticulation. The chief actor 
in the scene was a young matron 
who was pouring forth the utmost 
vituperation upon an older man, and 
upon the group in general. He was 
retorting in similar style, and at 
times others of the group took up 
the quarrel.

One could not understand the 
words. But the spirit of the scene 
became indelibly fixed upon my 
memory. For before me, as if re
created from the dim past, was 
being enacted an episode from an

cient Babylon. Here was warm 
hatred, blood lust, a harshness un
modified by the gradual ameliora
tion which Christianity has worked 
upon the morals and manners of the 
world.

These people, mysterious travelers 
from some ancient unknown bourne, 
still live and breathe in the atmos
phere of pagan days. Their whole 
beings vibrate easily to notes of 
anger, malice, jealousy, malignancy. 
They thrive upon passion, enjoy the 
throb of violent emotions, and live 
their highest moments in the (to 
them) inspiring drama of quarrel 
and recriminations.

Yet meanwhile, around these 
remnants of an ancient pagan day, 
flowed the more peaceful currents 
of modern Christian civilization. 
Here, in these quiet suburban homes 
overlooking the gypsy encampment, 
were a people who in their manner 
of living avoided quarrels, con
demned violence, and sought as far 
as in them lay to express in their 
daily lives the amenities of a civili
zation founded upon neighborliness, 
cooperation and peace. In the bet
ter class suburbs of our American 
cities, we find uniformly expressed 
the highest qualities of our present 
civilization. In these homes, beauti
ful, comfortable, set each in its oavii 
charming entourage of lawn and 
shrubs and flowers, we find a people 
far indeed removed from the crass
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and brutal selfishness, the hatreds, 
the aggressions of ancient Babylon. 
Should we search to find the cause 
of this great progress, we would 
perceive it to be the light and power 
in the spiritual stimulus given to 
humanity by the words and life of 
the Christ. His message of love 
and mutual service, reverberating 
down through the centuries, have at 
last created an individual, a family, 
and a civic conscience which guides 
the best of present humanity into a 
graciousness of daily living far 
surpassing anything the world has 
known before.

B a h a ’i ;  ’l l a t i  b e p e a t i h g  this same 
message of love and unity in terms 
significant not only for this day and 
age but for the future evolution of 
the world, has given again to hu
manity a spiritual dynamic destined 
to raise it to still higher stages of 
spiritual expression in the dailylife.

The purpose of the Baha’i Revel
ation is nothing less than that of 
raising all humanity to the highest 
spiritual level which the race today 
shows itself capable of achieving. 
Religion is to be expressed in deeds, 
and not in profession of faith. 
“ Baha’is ,” says ’Abdu’l-Baha, 
“ may not content themselves with 
the noise, the clamor, the hollow
ness of religious doctrine. Nay, 
rather, they should exemplify in 
every respect of their lives the at
tributes and virtues that are born 
of God. . . . They should justify 
their claim to be Baha’is by deeds, 
not by name. . . . The essential 
purpose of faith and belief is to en
noble the inner being of man with 
the outpourings of grace from on 
high.”

Previous religions have sought to 
bring to man the realization of cer

tain foundation truths of the spirit
ual life—namely, the unity and 
Fatherhood of God and the brother
hood of man. All who accepted 
these doctrines became participants 
of the given religion; but today 
more is required than acceptance 
of a doctrine. Humanity, owing now 
to its already achieved illumination 
and universal understanding of 
these basic spiritual truths, is ready 
to undertake a further stage in its 
spiritual evolution. This stage is 
that of actually living a divinely 
guided life on this plane, expressing 
in that life the divine attributes. 
We have the plan in ’Abdu’l-Baha’s 
instructions: “ In this holy dispen
sation the crowning glory of bygone 
ages and cycles, faith, is no mere 
acknowledgment of the unity of 
God, but rather the living of a life 
that manifests the virtues and per
fections implied in such belief.”

T h u s  i t  i s  s e e k  that a supreme 
obligation is presented to all who 
would accept the Baha’i Teachings. 
Participation of a real and vital 
nature in this Movement calls for 
the daily practice of the “ divine 
art of living,” with the purpose of 
not only perfecting one’s self but of 
advancing also the progress of hu
manity.

“ He is a true Baha’i ,” says 
’Abdu’l-Baha, “ who strives by day 
and by night to progress and ad
vance along the path of human en
deavor, whose cherished desire is 
so to live and act as to enrich and 
illumine the world ; whose source of 
inspiration is the Essence of Divine 
perfection; whose aim in life is to 
conduct himself so as to be the cause 
of infinite progress. Only when he 
at,tains unto such perfect gifts can 

it be said of him that he is a Baha’i ”
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A WORLD CONGRESS OF COLLEGES
D r .  C l o y d  H e c k  M a r v i n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  

d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  o f  R a n d o l p h - M a c o n  W o m e n ’s  C o l l e g e ,  a d v o c a t e d  a  
w o r l d  c o n g r e s s  o f  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  m e t h o d s  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  w o r l d  
l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  h i s  a d d r e s s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e  E v e n i n g  S t a r ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C . ,  S e p t .  2 U ,  1 9 2 9 ,  w e  f i n d  a n  a p p e a l  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w h i c h  e x p r e s s e s  
t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  N e w  A g e .

T racing  t h e  world advances in confederation which, created first 
the United States of America, and which now may form a united states 
of Europe, Dr. Marvin declared that the responsibility for developing 
the leadership which brings about world union rests upon the institu
tions of learning.

“ The leaven that works by different processes to lead the people 
of the world to a realization of the common interest of all is largely a 
matter of education,” Dr. Marvin said. “ Colleges and universities 
cannot set themselves apart from the leaven that is at work in the world 
today. We must not view our lives in a monastic sort of way, for out 
of colleges and universities must come the social leadership for to
morrow. To insure such leadership the curricula of the colleges must 
be so ordered that students will develop along lines which will give 
them a masterful hold upon the idea of social unity and understanding 
throughout the world.

“ That materials for such curricula might be appropriately selected 
and correctly proportioned so as to portray the spirit and temper of the 
social backgrounds of the several nations, it would be well to call to
gether a congress of representatives of the colleges and universities of 
the world to consider methods of disseminating correct and discriminat
ing information about the several nations to the end that correct under
standing of national ideals, policies, traditions and aspirations might 
be known, and to consider methods of closer co-operation between the 
instructional and research forces of the institution. Thus would be 
brought to bear the elements necessary to understanding in training 
for world leadership.”

In stressing education as a means of promoting world understanding, 
Dr. Marvin declared also that the United States should take more than 
a theoretical interest in world federation. Comparing the strengthen
ing of federal power in the colonies, which finally resulted in the United 
States of America, with the movements for co-operation among the 
European nations which have culminated in the recent Briand proposal 
for a united states of Europe, the Greorge Washington University presi
dent declared that “ a process similar to our own political development 
has been compelling Europe and the world to a fuller understanding, a 
deeper appreciation and a greater union.” "

Arms abandonment discussions, he said, are “ well,” but, he con
tended, they represent a negative approach to the social problem. The 
real approach to world unity, he said, is education, and it was at this 
point in his speech that he placed the burden of promoting international 
understanding directly upon the colleges and universities.
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W H E N C E  C O M E S  T H E  L I G H T

Chapter 5, The Guardian and Administration 

Loulie A, Mathews

T h i s  i s  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r  o f  a  v e r y  i n s t r u c t i v e  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  w h i c h  b e g a n  
i n  t h e  M a y  n u m b e r  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e .  M r s .  M a t h e w s  h a s  r e c o r d e d  t h e  h i s t o r y — o f  
c o u r s e  v e r y  m u c h  i n  b r i e f — o f  t h o s e  g r e a t  e v e n t s  i v h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  s t u d i e d  a s  a  p r e f a c e  
t o  B a h a ’i  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  s t u d , e n t  o f  t o d a y  f i n d s  i t  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  
a c q u a i n t  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s  o f  
t h e  B a h a ’i  M o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

P ERSIA was interpenetrated by 
superstition and fanaticism at 

the advent of the Prophet Bahâ’- 
u’llah. Against this background 
and amid the falling fortunes of 
family, without the education of this 
world, Balia hi’llah uttered words 
which renewed civilization, unfolded 
spiritual knowledge and raised the 
tattered standard of Truth. Where 
shall we look for the source of such 
inspiration save to God? Even to
day the principals of Balia’u ’llali 
represent our most advanced ideals, 
as even a cursory glance will show : 

Unfettered search after truth. 
Abandonment of superstition and 
prejudice.

The oneness of mankind. “ All 
are leaves of one tree, flowers in 
one garden.”

Religion must be the cause of 
harmony and love, else it is not re
ligion.

All religions are one in funda
mental principles.

Religion must conform with 
science. Faith and reason must be 
in full accord.

Universal Peace; the establish
ment of a universal League of Na
tions, of international arbitration 
and an international parliament.

The adoption of an auxiliary in
ternational language, which shall be 
taught in every school throughout 
the world.

Compulsory education for all and 
special advantages for girls, who 
will become the first educators of 
the next generation.

Equal opportunity of develop
ment and equal rights and privil
eges for both sexes.

Work for all: no idle rich, no idle 
poor. Work in the spirit of ser
vice is worship.

Prejudice of all kinds must be 
forgotten.

Let us examine the outer world 
and observe if the light brought 
hither by the Prophet, has affected 
the physical environment of man. 
When Baha’u ’llah was born we had 
neither a telegraph wire nor a 
motor car. We read by flickering 
candles and dim oil lamps. Groups 
of people lived as separate units, 
knowing neither steamboat nor 
train but communicating with each 
other by slow stage-coach and un
certain sailing vessels. Today 
through the creative power of the 
Prophet we live in a new era—we 
may say truly in a new dimension. 
We ride through the air and from 
it draw music. Sounds and colors 
are brought from far off lands, and 
knowledge of happenings at the 
equator and the poles seem miracu
lously borne into our midst. From 
every realm comes light flooding 
man’s daily life. The power of God 
revealed through the Prophets en-
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clows man with, the capacity to press 
forward to new goals and to wrest 
from nature secrets hitherto hid
den. The means of establishing the 
new order is inherent in the mes
sage and presence of (rod’s Proph
et. He becomes a channel through 
which dynamic power pours into 
the minds and hearts of men.

Bahâ’u ’llâh’s far flung principles 
are gradually being absorbed into 
our consciousness. The law of con
sultation is the crucible into which 
opinions and actions must be poured 
in order to free the gold from alloy. 
The condition of present evolution 
makes this law the touchstone of 
spiritual alchemy, and Bahâ’u ’llâh 
tells us the new age will rest upon 
the pillars of Consultation and 
Kindness.

In every part of the world Baha’i 
groups are forming and are making 
practical application of this law; 
all matters pertaining to the Cause 
are referred to them for consulta
tion and decision. As the teachings 
spread, countries elect a National 
Assembly by means of delegates 
chosen by the local Baha’i assem
blies. The duties of office are for 
the duration of one year, and the 
number of men and women on all 
Spiritual Assemblies (Committees) 
is nine.

’Abdu’l-Baha appointed a Guar
dian for the Cause in the person of 
His grandson Shoghi Effendi. The 
world has gained in him a powerful 
ally on the side of justice and peace. 
Shoghi Effendi, still a young man, 
studied at Oxford and now lives in 
Haifa with members of ’Abdu’l- 
Bahâ’s family. He guides the 
Baha’i world not as one set above 
others, but as a true brother and co
worker. In every quarter of the

globe whatever concerns Baha’is is 
his direct care. His function is 
unique. His responsibility without 
limit.

The Guardian evinces a wisdom 
and an insight that is equal to the 
needs of the infant Cause. While 
according unstinted encouragement 
to every sincere effort, he curbs and 
prunes the dangerous tendencies of 
the age, and steadily draws the 
Baha’i world towards the true in
dependence born of the Word of 
God. His letters may be read with 
termendous profit by all men 
whether they be believers in Baha’- 
u ’Hah or another Prophet. The 
following are a few brief extracts:

£<I need not dwell upon what I 
have already reiterated and em
phasized that the administration is 
an instrument and not a substitute 
for the Faith of Balia hi’llah, that 
it should be regarded as a channel 
through which His promised bless
ings may flow, that it should guard 
against such rigidity as would clog 
and fetter the liberating forces re
leased by His revelation.”

“ The Baha’is must do their ut
most to extend at all times the help
ing hand to the poor, the sick, the 
disabled, the orphan, the widow, ir
respective of color, creed or caste. 
They must promote by every means 
in their power the material as well 
as the spiritual enlightenment of 
youth. ’ ’

“ As the administrative work of 
the Cause steadily expands, as its 
various branches grow in import
ance and number, it is absolutely 
necessary that we bear in mind this 
fundamental fact that all adminis
trative activities, however harmo
niously and efficiently conducted, 
are but means to an end. * * *
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Let us take heed lest in our 
great concern for the perfec
tion of the administrative machin
ery of the Cause, we lose sight of 
the Divine Purpose for which it was 
created. Let us be on our guard 
lest the growing demand for spec
ialization in the administrative 
functions of the Cause detain us 
from joining the ranks of those who 
in the forefront of battle are glor
iously engaged in summoning the 
multitude to this New Day of G-od. 
This indeed should be our primary 
concern; this is our sacred obliga
tion, our vital and urgent need.” 

“ Not by the force of numbers, not 
by the exposition of a set of new 
and noble principles, not by an or
ganized campaign of teaching, no 
matter how world-wide and elabor
ate its character—not even by the 
staunchness of our faith or the ex
altation of our enthusiasm, can we 
ultimately hope to vindicate in the 
eyes of a critical and sceptical age 
the supreme claim of the Abha 
Revelation. One thing, and only 
one thing, will unfailingly and alone 
secure the undoubted triumph of 
this sacred Cause, namely the ex
tent to which our inner lives and 
private characters mirror forth in 
their manifold aspects the splendor 
of those eternal principles pro
claimed by Baha’u ’llah. ”

To enter the Baha’i Movement in 
its fullest concept is to abandon all 
exclusive ideas—an experience 
which at first exposes one to new 
trials and sufferings, as the human 
ego revolts against the supreme 
practice of universal love. Here 
the scientist must associate with the 
unlearned, the rich with the poor, 
the white with the colored, the 
mystic with the literalist and the

Christian with the followers of all 
religions—and on terms that re
move the privileges and advantages 
of traditional precedents and pre
sumptions. But for this difficult ex
perience there are glorious compen
sations. Such association removes 
fear and constraint; the banishment 
of constraint liberates stifled and 
latent powers. Spiritual love vital
izes man, his expression becomes 
freer, his imagination more crea
tive. A Baha’i community is a 
gathering where the flower of unity 
slowly unfolds.

In the Baha’i administration the 
student will observe the complete 
reconciliation of the opposed claims 
of democratic freedom and un
answerable authority as well as an 
entire absence of salaried clergy. 
Baha’i believers having knowledge 
and ability may teach, but they ex
ercise no authority over the indivi
dual conscience. All questions rela
tive to the Cause are presented to a 
Spiritual Assembly. Baha’i au
thority is measured by self-sacrifice 
and not by arbitrary power, the re
ligious conception is one which com
bines mysticism—the sacred per
sonal experience—with practical 
morality.

A. Balia ’i community is so deeply 
laid and broadly extended as to 
include every sincere soul, it shuts 
the gate of fellowship on no one. 
The inherent necessity of bringing 
the administration into hands best 
fitted for the work will move the in
dividual, through prayer and spirit
ual insight, to recognize those of 
vision—who in turn will defer to 
whosoever is capable of still great
er sacrifice and inspiration. The in
evitable result will be a constant 
improvement in the qualities placed
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at the service of the Cause. Each 
assembly studies the teachings, as
sists the poor, and gives ethical and 
material aid in the community 
where it functions.

The Baha’i groups vividly recall 
the early Christians, who gathered 
in the catacombs to ponder upon 
the words of Christ and to discover 
ways of making practical applica
tion of His principles. They were, 
in truth, laying the foundation of a 
new civilization which later crum
bled the walls of the Roman Em
pire. The governing bodies of 
Rome attached no importance to 
these humble gatherings and even 
had they been in their very midst, 
lacking insight, and ignorant of the 
power of Cod’s Messenger, they 
could not have measured their far 
reaching importance. Baha’i as
semblies today are making the same 
effort, they are meeting to study the 
words of Baha’u ’llah and ’Abdu’l- 
Baha and to sow the seed which will 
eventually bring a millenium of 
peace and toleration-racial and re
ligious. As no money, power or 
perquisites result from Baha’i ad
ministration, the worldly and am

bitious will turn away from the 
steeper ascent—the sharper sacri
fice—of unrewarded hours of ser
vice given in the assemblies. Yet 
through the power of Cod shall the 
earth bear witness to the fulfill
ment of this strange and cryptic 
saying, “ And the meek shall inherit 
the earth.”

’Abdul-Baha’s words illumine the 
spirit of consultation :

“ The prime requisites for them 
that take counsel together are 
purity of motive, radiance of spirit, 
detachment from all else save Cod. 
. . .  In this day, assemblies of con
sultation are of the greatest import
ance and a vital necessity. . . . The 
members thereof must take counsel 
together in such wise that no occa
sion for ill-feeling or discord may 
arise. This can be attained when 
every member expresseth with ab
solute freedom his own opinion and 
setteth forth his argument. Should 
any one oppose, he must on no ac
count feel hurt for not until matters 
are fully discussed can the right 
way be revealed. The shining 
spark of truth cometh forth only 
a f t e r  the clash of differing 
opinions.”

“ Humanity, torn with dissension and burning with hate, is crying 
at this hour for a fuller measure of that love 'which is horn of God. that 
love which in the last resort will prove the one solvent of its incalculable 
difficulties and problems. Is it not incumbent upon us, whose hearts 
are aglow with love for Him, to make still greater effort to manifest 
that love in all its purity and power in our dealings with our fellow- 
mend’ ’— Shoghi Effendi.
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THE BAHA’I MOVEMENT IN GERMAN 
UNIVERSITIES

M artha L . R oot

T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d _ a n d  c o n c l u d i n g  a r t i c l e  b y  M i s s  R o o t  o n  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a m o n g  
s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  G e r m a n y .  T h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  l a s t  m o n t h  a n d  
c o v e r e d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h e r  v i s i t s  t o  L e i p z i c ,  F r a n k f u r t - A m - M a i n  a n d  B e r l i n  U n i v e r s i t i e s .

X /j  TJNICH UNIVERSITY is the 
second largest university in 

G-ermany with about eight thousand 
students. Dr. F. R. Merkel, Profes
sor of Comparative History of Re
ligions, was arranging a course of 
lectures on modern religious move
ments and he graciously planned 
that one of these could be a Baha’i 
lecture. Mrs. Consul Schwarz of 
Stuttgart was in Munich on that 
date, December 12, and she spoke 
brilliantly and with deep love and 
insight on the history and prin
ciples of the Baha’i Cause, and the 
writer spoke on the progress of the 
Baha’i Movement in the five con
tinents. Mrs. Schwarz is Editor of 
the German Baha’i Magazine the 
“ Sonne der Warheit” and she and 
her husband Kommerzienrat Consul 
Schwarz knew ’Abdu’l-Baha; they 
had visited Him in Paris in May 
1913, and entertained Him in Stutt
gart. And they have visited Shoghi 
Effendi, Guardian of the Baha’i 
Cause, in Haifa. Mrs. Schwarz 
knows the Teachings well. There 
was much enthusiasm at the Munich 
lecture; by invitation and “ foot
stamping” applause, it was decided 
to continue the lecture and discus
sion for a second hour. In this 
second hour the Professor also 
spoke, and many questions were 
asked and answered. The next 
morning a few students deeply in
terested came to the hotel where 
conversation was continued for

three hours. Mrs. Schwarz also 
came and the students were so 
happy to speak with her again.

Certain questions have been 
brought up in the discussions in 
nearly all the universities, namely 
more details about how many 
Baha’is are there in the world to
day? What are the scientific Baha’i 
Teachings on the life after death? 
What is the Baha’i organization? 
And what is the relation of Baha’- 
ism to Babism, Muhammadanism, 
Christianity and Judaism?

B reslau U niversity situated in 
the extreme east of Germany, the 
gateway from Poland, Russia and 
the east, is also one of the large and 
very interesting universities of Ger
many, enrolling about five thousand 
students. Professor Carl Brockel
mann arranged the lecture there in 
the Hall of the Oriental Seminary. 
He too spoke eloquently about the 
Cause. Among those present were 
Professors of Arabic, Persian, 
Turkish Languages, Professors of 
Theology, Professors of German, 
and students from the East, the 
Near East, and the United States, 
as well as the German students. In 
almost all universities the audiences 
have been more or less cosmopoli
tan, for to the German universities 
come students and Professors, too, 
from many lands. The writer ob
served that some of the very ad
vanced German students working



THE BAHA’I MAGAZINE 2 0 3

P i  o f  e s s o r  C a r l  B r o c k e l m a n n  o f  B r e s l a u  
U n i v e r s i t y

for a special degree had studied for 
a term or two in Oxford or Cam
bridge Universities. Students with 
scholarships from the United 
States were represented in nearly 
every G-erman University which the 
writer visited.

Gottingen U niversity interested 
me because in Gottingen lives Pro
fessor Dr. Friedrich Karl Andreas, 
a Persian scholar, Professor Emer
itus, now a man over eighty years of 
age, who formerly had resided for 
seven years in Persia and had writ
ten a little book about the Babis, 
He was very kind and pleasant, and 
he said he would be glad to translate 
some book from Baha’ullah into the 
German language; he also said he 
would tell his pupils. The well- 
known Professor of Semitic lan
guages, Professor Mark Lidzbarski, 
had recently passed on and his suc
cessor had not yet arrived, therefore

a public lecture was not arranged 
in June.

Americans may be interested to 
know that it was to Gottingen Uni
versity that Benjamin Franklin 
came as early as 1766 to investigate 
the equipment of different schools 
with the intention to use this infor
mation in the founding of the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. George 
Bancroft, Henry "Wadsworth Long
fellow, John Lathrop Motley, B. L. 
Gildersleeve, Albert Harkness, J. 
Pierpont Morgan, are only a few of 
the distinguished men in the United 
States who studied in this beauti
ful university right in the heart of 
the Harz and Weser Mountains and 
the Thuringen Forest region. It 
was here, too, that Bismarck re
ceived his university training, and 
here that Wilhelm Weber with 
Gauss invented the electric tele
graph. The university library with

P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t u s ,  D r .  F r i e d r i c h  K a r l  
A n d r e a s  o f  G o t t i n g e n
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its 700,000 volumes contains a few 
of the best known Baha’i books, 
Every library in Germany has 
Baha’i volumes and university cir
cles have been enthusiastic over the 
“ Baha’i World,” a book out this 
year which gives the progress of 
the Baha’i Movement throughout 
the world in the last two years.

P rofessor, J acob W ilh elm  H auer 
of Tubingen University said that 
his attention was called to the 
Baha’i Movement when a friend of 
his wrote a book somewhat against 
it. In 1912-13 Professor Hauer 
studied in Oxford University and a 
friend there was a Baha’i from 
Hamadan Persia. “ He was one of 
the finest men I have ever met in my 
life ,” said this Tubingen Professor. 
‘ ‘ Then the war came and he went to 
Europe and I was imprisoned in 
England. I began to read about 
the Baha’i Teachings and in that 
time Professor Edward G. Browne 
was our great authority.” Profes
sor Hauer later went to Egypt, 
Palestine and Syria, and he said he 
was very attracted to a young man 
in Beirut College who was a Baha’i. 
Coming down from Palestine to 
Syria, Professor Hauer went by 
way of ’Akka and saw the Tomb of 
Baha’u ’Hah, In Egypt and Syria 
he searched and gathered a fine col
lection of Baha’u ’llah’s books and 
manuscripts in Persian and Arabic, 
which he says is the finest collection 
in Germany today. Professor 
Hauer is a great spiritual force and 
practical adviser and helper in the 
German Youth Movement. Last 
year he met a number of Baha’is in 
Geneva and since then he has read 
several books about the Baha’i his
tory and Teachings,

Now Professor Hauer is collect
ing as many Baha’i books and 
manuscripts as possible for the 
Oriental Seminary of Tubingen 
University which he founded in 
1922. He is professor of Indology 
and Comparative History of Re
ligions. In this Seminary he and 
his students work together and it 
is possible that they may translate 
directly from their original sources 
some of Baha’u ’Hall’s great works. 
The writer admired his fire and en
thusiasm when he said: “ We wish 
to get a big collection of all sorts. 
We desire to get the sources of all 
religions collected in this seminary. 
I wish to study the Baha’i Move
ment not second or third hand, but 
from its fountain-head, from its 
source, the writings of the Bab and 
Baha’u ’llah and ’Abdu’l-Baha.’’

It seems important to explain in 
this article that a German Uni
versity is not quite the same as an 
American University or as a French 
one. The Professors (and they are 
appointed by the government, but 
recommended by the university) 
announce their lectures for the year 
and decide the time and place. Each 
student selects those which he 
wishes and communicates his choice 
to the registrar of the university 
and pays to the latter the necessary 
fee. The lectures, excepting those 
on science, are all held in the pub
lic halls of the university, but these 
lectures are only the introduction 
to the study carried on in seminars. 
(Seminars are institutions of re
search.) For example, Professor 
Hauer lectures in the great aula 
perhaps to two hundred students 
who hail Ms entrance with tremend
ous 11 stamping applause! ’ ’ At least 
it was like that the day the writer
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B o n n  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a n  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  s e v e n  t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s

visited his lecture. But in his 
seminar, twelve or fifteen students 
come and they work together trans
lating, discussing.

The main stress in a German 
University is the ability to do in
dependent work. A German Uni
versity is essentially a place where 
a student may find the highest 
specialists engaged in research in 
their particular fields and interested 
in making men and women capable 
of independent work in chosen 
fields, such as law, theology, profes
sorship and others.

Ti-ie celebrated Bonn U niversity 
with its seven thousand students is 
the institution where the former 
Kaiser, the Crown Prince and 
many other members of Royalty 
have studied. It is famous for its 
law and medicine and oriental de
partments. This beautiful city of 
Bonn, birthplace of Beethoven, is so 
picturesque, and its wide Poppels- 
dort'er Ailee lined with immense

shade trees each a specimen of per
fection, makes it one of the lovely 
thoroughfares of Europe.

Professor Paul Kahle, Professor 
of Arabic and Turkish and a re
nowned Hebrew scholar arranged 
the writer’s lecture on the Baha’i 
Movement. Her exhibition of 
Baha’i books was arranged in the 
Oriental Library of the university 
earlier in the day so that students 
could look it over before the lecture. 
With this collection were also shown 
the Baha’i books belonging to the 
Bonn University Oriental Library,

Professor Kahle, who had been a 
friend of Professor Edward G. 
Browne of Cambridge University, 
presented the lecturer that night 
and in his introduction gave an ac
count of the meeting of Professor 
Browne with Balia’u ’llah and 
Baha’u ’Hall’s Words to this occi
dental scholar; he also read a Tab
let of ’Abdu’l-Baha to a German 
pastor; it had been published in a 
German magazine. After f h e
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speech and discussion, a group of 
twenty-five Professors and their 
wives and a few students working 
for special degrees, went to a res
taurant nearby where our conversa
tion was continued until midnight. 
As we rose to leave, the Professor 
of Comparative Religions put his 
arm cordially on the shoulder of his 
companion beside him, a great Pro
fessor of Islamic Literature, a Mu
hammadan from India, and said 
smilingly: You are a Muhammadan 
and I am Christian. I have such 
a feeling of love for you, a feeling 
you are in truth my brother! There
fore, we are both Baha’is. For 
Baha’u ’llah taught this! And we 
all laughed. Underneath the charm 
and joy of that happy evening, 
their “ deeds” proclaimed them all 
“ Baha’i s ” ( L i g h t - b e a r e r s ) .  
Another Professor gave the writer 
his card and said: ‘ ‘ Send me some 
of Baha’u ’llah’s books in Arabic, I 
shall translate them into G-erman.” 
Then these twenty-five friends all 
walked with the lecturer back to her 
Hospice.

P eoeeessor De. H. B auee in Halle 
University is one of Germany’s 
great Arabic scholars. Before the 
lecture he took the writer to see the 
great Oriental Library of Germany 
which was founded in 1845. He 
showed her a most interesting per
iodical, “ Deutschen Morgenl Gesell
schaft” (“ The German Society 
For Eastern Countries” )'—which 
contains the oldest report of the 
Bab that is known in Germany; the 
magazine is dated 1851. He grac
iously offered to have a translation 
of this article made into English 
and send it to the writer.

P rofessor H. Grim m e , Professor 
of Semitic Languages in Munster 
University is one of the noted men 
in the study of old Sinaitic inscrip
tions. He has studied the old Sin
aitic letters from the originals in 
Mt. Sinai and he has proved dates 
in the Old Testament from the dates 
registered there. For example, the 
date of the exodus. He said to the 
writer: “ If the Bible says truth, I 
prove it truth by these fixed dates. 
I am not a believer because the 
Bible says so, but am a believer be
cause I am historical. I like not 
legends or fables, but strong his
tory. ’ ’ This careful scholar once was 
asked and did write a short account 
of the Baha’i Movement for an 
encyclopaedia.

Among the German Professors 
who have been spending some time 
in Egypt lecturing is Professor 
Littmann, Editor of the remarkable 
magazine, “ Journal for Semitic 
Languages and Other Oriental Lan
guages. ’ ’

T he  writer has expected to lec
ture in Heidelberg at the home of 
one of the professors. A large 
event had been arranged, but owing 
to his illness it had to be postponed. 
However, she spent a day there 
meeting professors. Professor 
Richard Hartmann, Professor of 
Arabic Language knows the Baha’i 
Cause and has lectured about it. 
He was in Turkey at the moment, so 
the writer wrote to Baha’is in Con
stantinople hoping they could meet 
him. Heidelberg claims that its 
university is the oldest in Germany, 
it was founded in 1386, and cer
tainly this famous old university 
city on the slopes of the Odenwald
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has a character all its own. No 
wonder poets have been inspired 
by its spirit of romanticism. Per
haps the thousands of fashionable 
tourists who flock to catch their first 
glimpse of Heidelberg might never 
hear what the German Professor’s 
wife told the writer as she walked 
with her to show the way back to 
the railway station. She said the 
people of Heidelberg give the food 
to prepare a hot dinner each day 
for the many students whose means 
are very limited. Everywhere in 
Germany I have seen more done to 
help the students than I have seen 
in any other country of the world.

K tet, U niversity can boast a glor
ious campus fronting the sea. The 
Professors there had read Mr. 
Dreyfus’ books, some of them have 
lectured on the Baha’i Teachings. 
After the lecture in the university 
in June, Professor Manclel Profes
sor of History of Religions and 
Professor Schrader Professor of 
Indology who has spent several 
years in India—these two with their 
wives entertained the writer at one 
of the restaurants. Professor 
Jacob, Professor of Semitic Philo
logy, could not come but he had been 
very gracious. Oh, the charm and 
the close intimate talks about inner 
religion and world conditions and 
the hopes of humanity, and much 
about the Baha’i Movement which 
we have had in those after-lecture 
conversations in all the German 
University cities ! The going to the 
restaurant for a cup of tea or an 
ice came to be a part of every uni
versity lecture visit. And to know 
the heart, the soul, the cultural 
ideals of the German people makes 
one wonder if out of this common

wealth of Germany may not come 
those who will yet lead the world 
to a new humanitarianism!

T h e  lecture in  R ostock U niver
sity was not actually given in the 
university. It was arranged by Dr. 
Frederic Witte, President of the 
Peace Society in a hall near the 
university. A number of professors 
and students were present. Pro
fessor Arnold Pobel, Professor of 
Assyrian and Arabic and the great 
Sumerian scholar who was leaving 
the next week to teach in Chicago 
University during the summer term, 
said he would go out to see the 
Baha’i Temple at Wilmette, (a sub
urb of Chicago). Another Rostock 
University Professor is teaching 
during the summer in Maine not far 
from Green Acre, where the Baha’is 
have a summer colony. Dr. Witte 
gave out nearly fifty very fine Ger
man Baha’i books that night, and 
he and Mrs. Witte gave a reception 
to which they invited professors 
and pastors, Quakers, rabbis, and 
other peace workers.

Greieswald U niversity is one of 
the smaller delightful universities 
in the north. The morning of the 
lecture we took a long walk out 
along the charming’ canal to the 
shore of the majestic Baltic Sea 
where the students come for water 
sports. The writer had dinner with 
the young Professor of Semitic 
Languages Professor Erich Braun- 
lich, and tea with the Professor of 
English Professor Liljegren who is 
from Sweden and taught formerly 
in Lund University. Professor 
Braunlich introduced the speaker 
that evening with a graphic account 
of Persia just before the coining of
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the Báb when the seers were ex
pecting the Twelfth Imam, expect
ing a Prophet, and like a meteor in 
the spiritual sky arose the Báb. 
After the lecture the Professors of 
Arabic, Law, English, German, 
Russian Languages and their 
friends came down to the hotel for 
a long talk.

Giesseh  U niversity is another of 
those smaller splendid universities 
and this is situated in Hesse. The 
time the writer was there only a 
Lowell could have described the 
loveliness of that memorable June 
day. The lecture there was given in 
the Arts ’ Hall of the university and 
it was well attended. It was ar
ranged by Professor Fischer Pro
fessor of English, who has taken 
one of his degrees in the University 
of Pennsylvania.

T h e  writer did not give a public 
lecture in Marburg University 
though she visited some of the pro
fessors. Mr. Mountfort Mills an 
international Bahá’i of New York 
and Paris who has been made chair
man of the Program Committee of 
the World Religious Congress, 
which is scheduled for 1930 will visit 
Marburg. He and Professor Otto 
Professor of Comparative History 
of Religions, are on the same com
mittee and one meeting will take

place in Marburg. Several German 
University Professors hope to meet 
Mr. Mills when he visits western 
Germany.

T hese  are hot all, but only the 
majority of the universities in Ger
many. Also, this brief account 
does not include the magazine and 
newspaper articles and later visits 
which formed the aftermath. And 
from now on, certainly news of the 
Baha’i Cause, new books about the 
movement, new translations in all 
tongues will be communicated to 
these German universities. A 
Baha’i Persian young man in New 
York City, even while trying hard 
to make his own living, saw an item 
in the newspaper about these lec
tures in Germany. He had never 
seen the lecturer, never met a Ger
man Professor, never been to Ger
many, but he sent ten dollars to the 
Baha’i Publishing Company in his 
city and asked that a few Baha’i 
books be put into German Univer
sity libraries. Some women read 
and said: “ Let us send the ‘Baha’i 
Magazine Star of the W est,’ each 
send to one university!” Baha’is 
in the Orient will send some new 
books. People who really under
stand this great nation make no 
mistake when they believe that in 
German university soil, “ where 
the acorn fell, the oak tree grows.”

“ Baha’u ’llah has announced that inasmuch as ignorance and lack 
of education are harriers of separation among mankind, all must re
ceive training and instruction. Through this provision the lack of 
mutual understanding will he remedied and the unity of mankind 
furthered and advancedL Universal education is a universal law.”

’Ahdv/l-BoM



THE BAHA’I MAGAZINE 2 0 9

WAR CAN BE OUTLAWED
D ale S. Cole

A T this time when the reduction of 
naval armaments is so prominent 

in the day’s news would it not be 
appropriate for each individual to 
ascertain what his relationship is 
to such a great question? In dis
covering the possibilities of existing 
attitudes he is quite certain to dis
cover obligations. No question 
which touches the welfare of Na
tions is devoid of interest to the in
dividual; for however wide its 
scope, it must be remembered that 
nations are collections of indivi
duals merely bound together by 
ties of some sort.

Progress in social practices is 
largely a matter of education. The 
more widespread the instruction the 
more rapid the progress. Human
ity as a whole is endeavoring to edu
cate itself in many ways. Learning 
is no longer restricted to school 
years. Evidences of this are wit
nessed in every direction.

Every individual likes to be allied 
with progress. We take pride in 
being up to the minute in so far as 
our capacities permit. Many of the 
fads of today are practices to
morrow.

Just now President Hoover and 
Premier MacDonald are directing 
the thought of the world towards 
constructive measures which tend 
to insure world peace. No intelli
gent individual can gainsay the im
port of this endeavor.

Little waves of individual thought 
xdppie along the surface, but the 
great body of the sea is unmoved 
by surface disturbances. The drive 
must strike deeper until huge waves 
arise with power behind them. The

huge waves are merely aggregates 
of small particles in motion—in 
more or less concerted motion, that 
is, acting together.

If the world is to be freed from 
the scourge of war—every indivi
dual must do his part. He must 
not only educate himself as to the 
situation and its potentialities but 
he must do his share in educating 
others. However, before one can 
teach successfully he must know 
whereof he speaks.
Leadership has been assumed. It 

is for others to follow, lending what
ever aid they may be able to until 
the sea of world thought is set in 
positive motion against war and all 
that it entails.

W h en  sijch  questions are dis
cussed in trade journals, it is surely 
a sign that the question is a vital 
one. Commerce and industry are 
not as far removed from human 
progress as formerly. It is being 
recognized that great questions are 
intimately associated with our busi
ness and economic lives both as na
tions and as individuals.

The leading editorial in, “ The 
General Electric Review” for Sep
tember, is entitled “ Peace.” The 
Review is a highly specialized tech
nical publication. Not only is it 
interesting and encouraging to find 
space devoted to such a humane 
subject as peace but the editorial 
itself is laden with timely and con
structive suggestions.

“ To us it seems to be an extra
ordinarily fortunate coincidence 
that the great privilege of pro
claiming to the world at large that
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the very basis of international law 
had been revolutionized, by the 
voluntary action of some forty na
tions, should have fallen to the lot 
of the first engineer President of 
the United States.

“ We refer to an act, without 
parallel in history, which occured at 
1.22 o ’clock on the afternoon of 
July the 24th, 1929, in the White 
House at Washington, when Presi
dent Hoover announced that the 
Briand-Kellogg Pact—renouncing 
war as a national policy, and pledg
ing the settlement of disputes by 
peaceful means—was in force.”

Perhaps we, who are living now, 
are too close to the event to appre
ciate its value, but as the editorial 
points out there is a personal ob
ligation which cannot be escaped.

“ The first requisite to make this 
great international pact—that the 
most powerful civilizations of the 
world have signed and sealed—bear 
the desired fruit, is strong under
standing, and able leadership in 
showing the intelligent people in 
every land that the thing under
taken is both possible and practical.

“ Whether the work on hand is a 
success or a failure depends upon 
whether the intelligent people of the 
world take a positive or a negative 
view of the matter. The task is to 
make them take a positive view.”

Here then is a double responsi
bility—to take a positive view one’s 
self and to see that others also take 
a positive vieiu.

“ This task can best be achieved 
by making the people realize that 
new conditions are constantly being 
created, and that the past shall not 
always govern the present and the 
future, and that we are living in a 
neve world.”

“ The scientists and engineers

have made a hell on earth of war, 
they have destroyed the chivalry, 
stolen the glory and killed the ro

mance, and we feel now that the time 
has arrived for them to use their 
highly developed brains in taking 
the lead in teaching the world that 
war can be outlawed.”

Thus is the issue laid squarely 
at the doors of our scientists and 
engineers to assume the obligation 
of teaching the general public that 
war can be outlawed.

“ The scientist, and the engineer 
. . . have made a new world out
of the old world and they have done 
it by everlastingly finding and using 
new means of converting the natural 
products of the earth into service
able commodities. ’ ’

This new world suggested is a 
physical one—hut who now can say 
where the physical stops and the 
spiritual begins? Certainly many 
of the inventions have changed 
modes of living materially and these 
cannot be without some spiritual in
fluence.

If the scientist and engineer have 
been successful in making a new 
physical world replace the older 
one, we who believe in the supreme 
poiver of the spirit, will not despair 
of finding ways and means of mak
ing a new world of thought out of 
the older one. And while the edi
torial referred to and quoted, ad
dresses responsibility for educating 
the people to the scientist and en
gineer first, we must all assume 
these titles in the task of convinc
ing the world that war can be out
lawed.

“ It is because we believe so 
strongly in the increase of wisdom, 
and in the evolution of human in
telligence, that we also believe the 
constructive brains of today have
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arrived at the stage where they can 
teach the world that war can be 
outlawed. . . . ”

“ We believe that there are suf
ficient intelligence, wisdom, and 
common sense in the world today 
that with able leadership, the entire 
world can be brought to see that 
war is useless. . . .”

“ It is too costly. . .
“ All the real property in the 

United States from the Canadian 
border to the boundaries of Mexico, 
and from the Atlantic to the shores 
of the Pacific Ocean, are worth con
siderably less than the cost of the 
World War.”

This is a physical, dollars and 
cents valuation, but who can meas
ure the emotional, mental and 
spiritual levies assessed?

It is pointed out that the causes 
of past wars may be listed as tw o: 
Religious prejudices and conquest 
of territory. “ The chief cause for 
strife in the future, however well 
the facts may be disguised, is likely 
to be for the markets of the world. 
Today these problems can be better 
and m o r e  economically settled 
around the conference table than 
on the battlefield. Pear, suspicion, 
and ambition—the breeders of war 
—can best be subjected to the rule 
of wisdom and reason by a common- 
sense honest-to-all limitation of 
armaments.”

Three factors it is pointed out 
will play a large part in this. They 
are the evolution of intelligence, 
and the powers of education and 
work.

“ What man has done in the past 
is as nothing to what he can, and 
will, do in the future. If he spends 
all his energies in peaceful pursuits 
the wonders of the new world that 
he is building will eclipse the wild

est dreams of the most fantastic 
fairy stories.”

‘ ‘ In the future we can have either 
peace or war. It depends upon 
what the peoples believe. Some 
one must lead in educating them.”

Here is a challenge to the Baha’i 
World from the pages of industry 
and commerce.

What more dynamic opportunity 
has ever presented itself to the 
world, and more especially to those 
familiar with the Baha’i Revelation 
than this? Here is a great move
ment to outlaw war lead by com
petent leaders at home and abroad. 
Here is the question in the bold re
lief of the widest publicity. Here is 
an opportunity to prove the evolu
tion of intelligence by work and 
education. Here is the dual respon
sibility of believing that war can be 
outlawed and in transmitting this 
conviction to others,—that the 
“ Most Great Peace” may come 
quickly.

But there is an even more power
ful ally than that of great and good 
contemporary leadership—it is the 
Power of the Spirit.

’Abclu’l-Baha gave definite in
structions in one of His talks in 
P aris:

“ I charge you all that each one 
of you concentrate all the thoughts 
of his heart on love and unity. 
When a thought of war comes, op
pose it with a stronger thought of 
peace. A thought of hatred must 
be destroyed by a more powerful 
thought of love. When soldiers of 
the world draw their swords to kill, 
soldiers of God clasp each other’s 
hands. So may all the savagery of 
men disappear by the mercy of God, 
working through the pure in heart 
and sincere of soul. Do not think 
the peace of the world an ideal im
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possible to attain. Nothing is im
possible to the divine benevolence 
of God. If yon desire with all your 
heart friendship with every race on 
earth—your thought, spiritual and 
positive, will spread; it will become 
the desire of others, growing 
stronger until it reaches the minds 
of all men.”

How aptly this answers the edi
torial referred to—answered it 
many years before it was written.

The plea was for a positive at
titude towards peace not a negative 
one. ’Abdu’l-Baha says that a 
thought, germinated in the desire 
with all one’s heart, is positive and 
will spread. Purity of heart and 
sincerity of soul will attract the 
Mercies of God. These are the 
steps in the technique which must 
be followed if all the world is to be 
educated to believe, firmly believe 
that war can be outlawed, as we 
surely know it can for “ nothing is 
impossible to the divine benevolence 
of God.”

Thus is the need stated, the con
ditions apparent, the remedy named 
and instructions given. What a 
wonderful opportunity for each in
dividual to cooperate in this great 
movement.

The responsibility and obligation 
are clear. Perhaps they rest as 
heavily on the Baha’i world as the 
author of the editorial believed 
them to rest upon the scientists and 
engineers.

Universal peace is one of the 
cardinal principles enunciated 
by Baha’u ’llah. The present effort 
at limitations of armaments lead by 
a Friend, the first engineer Presi
dent of the United States, is a posi
tive constructive step. It not only 
merits support but places the re
sponsibility of educating this world 
of individuals to believe that it can 
be accomplished.

It is not only a call to action but 
an exemplification that the prin
ciples of the Baha’i Revelation are 
dynamic and that the divine bene
volence of God will assist.

If war is to be outlawed it first 
must be banned in the hearts of the 
people. Once it is blotted out there 
by thoughts of love and unity, sin
cere, strong, positive thoughts, the 
great ocean of world thought will 
move in unison with an irresistible 
power to usher in the “ Most Great 
Peace.”

Perhaps this is but the visible be
ginning, the stirring of a great 
latent force but if we move with it 
slowly at the beginning our speed 
will accelerate and a great final 
velocity be attained—a velocity of 
effectiveness which will enable us 
to carry out the purpose.

Now is the time to educate one’s 
self and one’s friends to hold that 
positive attitude which will mould 
■world opinion.

“ H u m a n  n a t u r e  i n  t h i s  ' p h e n o m e n a l  w o r l d  i s  f a s h i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  p o i s o n  o f  w a r  a n d  

s t r i f e .  W e  n e e d  a  P o w e r f u l  F o r c e  b e y o n d  a n d  a b o v e  t h i s  w o r l d  o f  n a t u r e , so t h a t  t h i s  

c o n d i t i o n  m a y  b e  e f f a c e d  f r o m  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  *  * *
“ T h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s  B a h a ’u ’ l l d h  a r e  n u m e r o u s .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  

i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s a l  P e a c e .  S a v e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  d i v i n e  power, o r  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

r e l i g i o u s  p a r s e r ,  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  U n i v e r s a l  P e a c e  ivill n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  a  f i r m  '-Mid  

l a s t i n g  f o u n d a t i o n . ”  — ’A b d u ’ l - B a h a .
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C L A Y - P I E C E S
M akzieh K . N abil

S o m e t i m e s  a stray word
over a bridge table definitely 

proves that bridge has its uses. 
On a recent occasion the talk across 
a game of bridge veered suddenly 
from the weather conditions up and 
clown the Pacific Coast to the 
Baha’i Teachings.

For a moment the players forgot 
that spades were trumps, while an 
older woman voiced the remark 
that Persia, a backward country, 
was perhaps in need of the Baha’i 
Cause, and that she wondered why 
the Baha’is didn’t keep it there. 
The writer replied that members 
of the colored race were perhaps at 
that very moment being lynched in 
our own Southern States; and the 
game went on.

The woman in question was not 
a religious fanatic or at all narrow
minded or vindictive; she was 
merely comfortable, agreeably bel
ligerent and altogether too good a 
bridge player to be tolerant of very 
much else. She belonged to the 
great and undoubtedly charming 
class of people who shake off cata
clysms and warm the atmosphere 
with rationalizations.

The reluctance of human beings 
to grasp facts is not so much dis
heartening as it is productive of 
impatience. No one can deny that, 
in spite of the astounding develop
ments of science, the spread of edu
cation, the betterment of living 
conditions, and all the similar 
phases of our modern civilization, 
the world is in greater danger than 
ever before. Centuries of misliving 
are now bearing fruit. Inherited

hatreds are thriving under present 
day more favorable conditions. 
Humanity is speeding toward the 
maelstrom, and is too busy playing 
bridge to care.

It is true that we have our ideal
ists who know that something is 
wrong and stumble bleeding 
through life, each with his cross. 
But they can never make their 
dreams live. The trouble is too 
fundamental, and their proposed 
remedies would often prove worse 
than the disease. Because these 
idealists, though undoubtedly sin
cere and impassioned, confine their 
efforts either to some local dis
order which they imagine to be the 
cause of world conditions, and 
which they emphasize ad absurdum, 
or else each is bent on establishing 
his own Utopia. The first of these 
must naturally fail even if he suc
ceeds—we remember the old Per
sian verse about painting the eye
brows of the blind. As for the 
second, it is a strange thing about 
man-made Utopias, but they are 
always impracticable; worse, they 
are disagreeable places to live in. 
Take Plato’s or More’s, or Rous
seau’s, and try to enjoy an hour in 
any of them. The reason is that 
no human being can understand 
human nature in more than a lim
ited degree—he cannot always un
derstand himself, much less the 
million elusive twists and turns of 
other minds; therefore the Utopias 
are cut and dried regions built for 
some arbitrary conception of a 
pseudo-humanity which can never 
really exist. These dream worlds
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tire crossed and recrossed with 
barbed wire rules entirely nnsnited 
to the fascinating capricionsness of 
real human beings. To take just 
one example—every one in More’s 
Utopia has to sleep a fixed number 
of hours. What would become of 
our geniuses who cannot think ex
cept by moonlight! Rousseau’s 
model people, in for instance, his 
Nouvelle Heloise are “ like no tiling- 
human”—and the same applies to 
Plato’s rulers who are so refined 
bĵ  education that they eventually 
become capable of intimacy with 
those divine archetypes of which 
the things of this world are but 
copies. The point is that the high
est a man can imagine is in the 
last analysis valueless as a perma
nent remedy for world afflictions.

We are, therefore, forced to 
search further for a solution and 
to observe those beings who really 
did achieve world betterment. 
Among them there is Moses and 
the Decalogue. There is Christ 
Who said, “ Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.” There 
is Muhammad, who wrote as Grab- 
riel dictated. These three Pounders 
of powerful civilizations, these 
three Who are all-important for the 
lasting impetus they gave human
ity, are unanimous in delivering 
their message not as Their own, but 
“ His that sent me.” It would, 
therefore, seem even after a brief 
survey and certainly after study 
has increased confirmation, that 
Grod, and not man, has the key to 
human affairs.

’Abdu’l-Baha, explaining this in 
“ Some Answered Questions,” tells 
us that “ we need an educator who 
will be at the same time a material, 
human and spiritual educator and

whose authority will be effective in 
all conditions . . . This educator 
must be unquestionably and indub
itably perfect in all respects . . . . 
It is clear that human power is not 
able to fill such a great office.”

It is only fair that in our striving 
toward world betterment we give 
more credit to one of these Divine 
Educators Whose ideas were suc
cessful than to a philosopher whose 
theories, however beautiful, are 
more suited to our mental develop
ment than they are an effective 
spur to action. Was ever a hos
pital built in Plato’s name! If we 
sincerely desire a happier future 
for humanity, should Ave not choose 
the most efficient means of accom
plishing it?

Baha’u ’llah has come Avith the 
solution of every world problem. 
Surely the most prejudiced antag
onist must agree that if the Baha’i 
Cause were not suited to world 
conditions it could not succeed. It 
could not have united East and 
West—destroyed race prejudice, 
and even the feeling of race—in
duced the wealthy to Aviilingly 
share with the poor, and the poor 
to take heart—it could not have 
brought into being millions of 
people all 0A7er the world Avho are 
working Avith perfect affection and 
cooperation to accomplish the 
fruition of every human virtue.

No one interested in living is jus
tified in not investigating the var
ious world religions, and no intel
ligent person can study the Baha’i 
Teachings Avithout becoming con
vinced of their truth, or of the fact 
that a Divine Power, entirely inde
pendent of material aid, is at their 
source. Because the truth of a 
thing is not enough to make it ef



THE BAHA’I MAGAZINE 215

fective. Anyone can gather to
gether a collection of truths. There 
is a great difference between a man 
who collects an anthology and one 
who writes a poem.

A Baha’i asks only one thing of 
his fellowmen—that they investi
gate, and decide. Certainly we de
rive no material gain or loss from 
their accepting or rejecting the 
Baha’i Teachings. We are work
ing for just one thing—their hap
piness. I think it was Aristotle

who said that happiness consists in 
the fulfilling of one’s function; the 
highest function of a human being 
is undoubtedly to serve humanity. 
And the teachings of Bahâ’u ’llâh 
have proved, during nearly a cen
tury, the most fundamentally effec
tive means of so doing.

Meanwhile humanity grumbles, 
plays bridge, and does not know 
what it wants. And God, Who 
created us, is alone capable of set
ting our house in order.

THE FUNDAMENTAL UNITY OF RELIGIONS
B ertha H yde K irkpatrick

AHD
Mabel H yde P aine

“ T o n g u e s  o f  F i r e , ”  b y  G r a c e  H .  T u r n b u l l .  N e w  Y o r k :  T h e  M a c m i l l a n  C o . ,  $ 3 . 5 0 .  
M i s s  T u r n b u l l  h a s  c u l l e d  m a n y  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  n o b l e  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  c o m p i l e d  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  “ T o n g u e s  o f  F i r e . ”  T h e  a u t h o r s  o f  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  b o o k  a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  u s a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a  
f r e s h  r e m i n d e r  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  B a h a ’i  T e a c h i n g s ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  i s  o n e .

G l a n c i n g  at the title page of
Miss Turnbull’s book “ Ton

gues of F irs,”  we are startled, al
most shocked, to read the subtitle, 
“ A  Bible of Sacred Scriptures of 
the Pagan World.” Can anthing 
sacred come out of the pagan world? 
—we ask ourselves. And as we 
finger through the introductory 
pages of this truly scholarly and us
able collection, we suspect that 
Miss Turnbull has meant to startle 
us just a bit for our eye falls on 
these words: “ By the unfamiliar 
then he [the worshipper] may be 
shocked once more to life .”

Miss Turnbull has done a real 
service in gathering together ex
tracts from these “ Sacred Scrip

tures,” making it possible for each 
to answer this question for himself. 
As we look even cursorily through 
the book we are not long in doubt 
as to the answer. We are thrilled, 
too, with a consciousness of our
selves as units of the whole human 
race. Yes, humanity is one, one in 
its highest aspirations and utter
ances and alas we know, too, one in 
its abasements and sins. Christians 
then are not unique. The modern 
soul in its exalted moments re
sponds with reverence and awe to 
such words as these from an ancient 
Egyptian inscription, “ The con
cealed spirit, a mystery for him 
whom He hath created, is Am on, 
the ancient of days, who is from
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the beginning the creator of Heaven, 
the earth, the depths and the moun
tains.”

Does all our modern learning and 
science bring the created any nearer 
to a comprehension of his Creator? 
Bahâ’u ’llâh states the eternal mys
tery in this wise : ‘ ‘ God, singly and 
alone, abideth in His Own Place 
which is Holy above space and time, 
mention and utterance, sign, de
scription and definition, height and 
depth. ’ ’

And because humanity is one, re
ligion also is one in its essence. Of 
this, too, these “ Pagan Scriptures” 
offer us evidence. Differences there 
are, but they have to do with rituals, 
creed, man-made dogmas, and this 
book helps us to forget these, rather 
than to emphasize them.

Occasional illumined and scholar
ly souls have recognized this one
ness of humanity in its search for 
the Eternal and hence the oneness 
of religion in its highest and pur
est sense. We find Henri Amiel 
saying in his Journal, “ All [na
tions] have some religion, some 
ideal end for life; all aim at raising 
man above the sorrows and small
nesses of the present, and of the 
individual existence ; all have faith 
in something greater than them
selves ; all pray, all bow, all adore ; 
all see beyond nature, Spirit, and 
beyond evil, Good. All bear witness 
to the invisible. Here we have the 
link which binds all people to
gether.” Such as this has been the 
knowledge of a few great souls in 
all the ages, but to the masses, even 
to the average man, those outside 
their own religion are beyond the 
pale, pagan raid heathen. This book 
of Miss Turnbull’s brings within 
easy reach of anyone so inclined the

means to become familiar with other 
sacred Scriptures and compare 
them with his own. And “'why” 
she asks, “ should we deny ourself 
this delight ? For it is a great pleas
ure to commune with the great ones 
of heaven and earth. ’ ’

Indulging ourselves for a few mo
ments in this delight, we find fresh 
reminders of the Baha’i teaching 
that the foundation of all religions 
is one. For example, in many of 
these ancient scriptures we find the 
thought that through purifying our 
hearts, thoughts and lives we may 
come to know God. On the doors 
of an ancient temple this inscrip
tion was found: “ God findeth His 
satisfaction in truth, and He findeth 
His pleasure in the most perfect 
purity. God holdeth purity dearer 
than millions of gold and silver of
ferings.” In the Upanishad we 
read: “ God is not apprehended by 
the senses, nor by austerity nor by 
good works. When a man’s nature 
is purified, then doth he behold Him 
who is without parts.” We find 
too, in these records of man’s search 
for the true way of life, spontaneous 
outpourings of love for God’s 
beauty: “ Thy love is in the south, 
Thy grace is in the north, Thy 
beauty taketh possession of all 
hearts. ’ ’

Now and then shines out the 
peace ideal. In the following prayer- 
peace is envisioned as a bright gift 
sometimes sent by a loving and 
powerful God. Seldom, if ever, ap
pears the idea of universal peace. 
That has been reserved, perhaps, 
for our day and age. This is the 
prayer, written by the Greek poet 
Aristophanes:

“ 0  Thou that makest wars to 
cease in all the world, in accordance
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with Thine ancient name we beseech 
Thee, make war and tumult now to
cease.

“ From the murmur and subtlety 
of suspicion with which we vex one 
another, give us rest. Make a new 
beginning, and mingle again the 
kindred of the nations in the al
chemy of Love, and with some finer 
essence of forbearance and forgive
ness temper our minds.”

What better ideal of human rela
tionships could be thought or ex
pressed? It is on the same plane 
with the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians: “ Love saftereth long 
and is kind; love vaunteth not it
self, is not puffed up, doth not be
have itself unseemly, seeketh not 
her own, . . . rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. 
Beareth all things believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things.”

A little pamphlet published sev
eral years ago by one deeply inter
ested in the Baha’i teachings 
gathers together the various forms 
in which the Golden Buie has ap
peared in the different sacred writ
ings of the world. These are some 
of the most striking versions of that 
fundamental teaching. In a manu
script written in Egypt 5,550 years 
ago is found: “ If thou be among 
people, make for thyself love the 
beginning and end of thy heart.” 
In the Mosaic law it is written, 
“ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” At the first Buddhistic 
Council, held in 477 B. C., this same 
ideal was phrased as, “ One should 
seek for others the same happiness 
one desires for oneself.” A cen
tury and a half before Christ the 
law of Borne once more repeated

the theme: 4 4 The law imprinted on 
the hearts of all men is to love the 
members of society as themselves. ’ ’ 
Muhammad gave another expres
sion to it in the Qur’an, “ Let none 
of you treat his brother in a way he 
himself would dislike to be treat
ed.” And in our own day Baha’u- 
’llah has said, “ 0  Son of Man, wert 
thou to observe justice, choose thou 
for others what thou chooseth for 
thyself.”

Thus, as students explore the 
field of recorded religion, more and 
more is borne in on the thoughtful 
mind the truth of one of the basic 
Baha’i teachings: “ The founda
tion of all religions is one. ’ ’

4 4 The foundation underlying all 
the divine precepts” , says ’Abdu’l- 
Baha, is one reality. It must needs 
be reality, and reality is one, not
multiple................But we can see
that certain forms have come in, 
certain imitations of forms and 
ceremonials have crept in. They 
are heretical, they are accidental, 
because they differ: hence they 
cause differences among religions. 
But if we set aside these imitations 
and seek the reality of the founda
tion we shall all agree, because re
ligion is one and not multiple.”

Those who are spiritually sensi
tive are surely receiving light and 
inspiration in this New Age from 
the Divine Source of Light, to labor 
for the enlightenment of mankind; 
some, like the gifted compiler of this 
book, to work for “ a deeper under
standing of the alien races who have 
sought and are seeking still, the one 
true God. ” We join with her in the 
hope that the book may 4‘bring 
about a greater sympathy and char
ity between all countries, sects and 
times and creeds.”
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KING AMITY THE THIRD
Louis G. Gregory

A t  GREEN ACRE, ill Maine, 
where the Baha’is have their 

summer colony, King Amity the 
Third reigned in August. Do you 
know this monarch? Have you 
ever attended his court? A kindly 
despot is he, genial and wise. His 
courage is high. His borders ever 
widen. His wit scintilates; his 
humor flows; his joyousness is 
radiant. His knowledge illumines 
the minds. His spiritual wine ex
hilarates the hearts. His courtiers 
are picturesque, and vary from the 
love-lit faces of childhood to the 
frost of honored age and include all 
races. He imposes upon them the 
obligation of true knighthood. 
Each and all from the good they 
say and do, appear to adopt as an 
emblem that fine old motto, noblesse 
oblige. Perhaps some day Dame 
Ether, from whom naught is hid, 
will surrender the full life story of 
this sovereign and thus reveal a 
most fascinating book. An influence 
so potent and subtle, ever invading 
new fields, always calling into 
being that which is fine and rare, 
summons the noblest treasures of 
minds and hearts. Hearts and 
minds are oft surprised by their 
own responses! The sorrowing 
forget their woes; the proud be
come humble; the estranged are 
again friendly. Superstitions flee; 
prejudices melt; that which is sel
fish seems to vanish! On the other 
hand, principles loom, ideals are 
realized and noble deeds are done 
under the mystic sway of this king 
of service. The rain of bounty and

the sunshine of love meet in this 
court; for amity between races is 
one of the names and attributes of 
the eternal King. Happy are those 
who meet and greet Him!

Those who met ’Abdu’l-Baha 
during the years of His service re
call what joy He gave to those 
about Him. Amity is His creation 
and one of His marvellous signs in 
the world. Herein lies the mystery 
of life, light and power to those 
who reflect. It is through the uni
versal spirit of service that the 
earth is illumined by the knowledge 
of God. Existence smiles as the 
Light of God, Baba’u ’llah, is mani
fest in the world.

The truth that makes men free 
was freely spoken at the third 
Amity Conferences at Green Acre. 
Miss Mary Maxwell, the chairman, 
opened the first session by reading 
the address of ’Abdu’l-Baha on the 
points of unity between the races 
in America, delivered at Hull 
House, Chicago, in 1912. The 
points mentioned include their 
common material origin, the powers 
of the senses and of intelligence. 
Besides these he included patriot
ism, a common language and civil
ization as well as religion. The one 
point of difference is color which is 
thus far-outweighed by the points 
of unity. The chairman referred 
to the tragic results of prejudice 
and misunderstandings and with 
simplicity and directness pointed 
the better way.

Letters of regret from Rev. Dr. 
Samuel McComb, one of the found
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ers of the Emanuel Movement in 
Boston, and Mr. George DeForest 
Brush, the noted artist, were read, 
Each expressed warm appreciation 
and hearty accord with the spirit 
and purposes of the conferences.

D r. L eslie P inckney  H ill , poet, 
educator and chairman of the In
terracial Peace Committee of Phila
delphia, opened his masterly ad
dress with a warm tribute to the 
workers of Green Acre, those of the 
past whose hands are now still, 
those of the present who still val
iantly struggle. He drew an im
pressive picture of world depres
sion due to class tyranny and pre
judice, but turned soon to the bright 
side as he traced the recent trend to
ward interracial understanding. 
Perhaps, commented the speaker, 
these new signs may be but straws 
in the mud, yet they indicate a 
power that increases in volume and 
effectiveness. He appraised highly 
the gift of tact in handling difficult 
situations and felt that all who 
would share the good things of life 
must possess this treasure. The re
moval of difficulties between the 
races is not impossible today. It 
becomes in fact only an incident 
to those who think in cosmic terms. 
Sensitized natures are turning more 
and more away from the blight of 
prejudice and in agony of soul are 
asking how long must it last.

As signs of progress Dr. Hill 
noted the increase of books on race 
relations and also the number of or
ganizations that create favorable 
publicity. He praised the inter
racial work in the Southern states 
so gallantly led by Dr. .James H. 
Dillard, who reflects, with his as
sociates in the former slave states,

the increase in the number of those 
who reason together. The conces
sions of the white world to the black 
world are amazing to those who have 
been long used to oppression. This 
is leading to a new attitude on the 
part of black men shown by many 
spiritual signs. The absence of 
reds and violent agitators among 
the colored race and the ability of 
blacks to smile were among the 
chief assets of their collective life. 
Another asset is the enlarging con
tribution of the Negro race to the 
nation’s literature and art. The 
universities of the South are now 
studying race relations sympathet
ically and constructively. Tale 
University, one of the great institu
tions of the North, has recently es
tablished a course in human rela
tions. In conclusion he exhorted 
patience, suggesting that black men 
should use oppression as wings to 
fly heavenward.

Mr. Allen B. McDaniel, chairman 
of the Baha’i National Spiritual 
Assembly, was the second speaker. 
Pie declared such conferences as 
this to be a source of real inspira
tion and help. He defined a human 
engineer as one capable of getting- 
results from intricate and danger
ous situations in human relation
ships and discovered him here. He 
deplored any lack of full justice for 
any human being, but felt that 
the time is not distant that will 
bring the full measure of justice to 
all. This will mean free and equal 
opportunity to develop the God- 
given powers with which every per
son is endowed. The literature, art 
and music of the colored race indi
cate progress. All human beings 
must have equality of opportunity. 
All are children of the same par
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ents, all signs of the same love. We 
must show mercy and kindness to 
all our fellow beings. Infinite pa
tience is needed; but we must also 
have faith in the Day of God when 
the decree is peace and harmony 
among all the peoples of the world 
without distinction of race, class, 
color or creed. He told of the hap
piness of ’Abdu’l-Baha in seeing in 
each face the face of His Father.

Db. G l e n n  A. S hook of the de
partment of physics, Wheaton Col
lege, presided at the forum on race 
relations. The Community Four of 
Boston, Dorothy Richardson, con
tralto, Eleanor Wallace, reader, 
Dorothy Wood, accompanist and 
Inez Braithwaite, violinist, supplied 
the music for all sessions with fine 
artistic skill.

Mrs. Agnes S. Parsons, organ
izer of the first Amity Congress 
under the instructions of ’Abdu’l- 
Baha and held at the nation’s cap
ital, in May 1921, for the first time 
publicly told the story, one replete 
with human and divine interest. 
Difficulties were very great at the 
time of this pioneer service. Many 
of her most influential friends were 
heedless and indifferent. But trials 
were overcome when an effort was 
made and worker after worker be
came attracted to the cause. One of 
these was the Honorable Moses E. 
Clapp, a former United States Sen
ator, a life long friend of the Negro, 
who counselled her to enlist the aid 
of conservative people, as the radi
cals were already won. Lift it up 
into the spiritual realm, he advised, 
and work for high ideals and wider 
sympathies on a plane above mere 
political agitation. On the recom
mendation of California friends,

Senator Samuel E. Shortridge, who 
took the same view, was obtained as 
a helper. Mrs. Parsons concluded 
her interesting narrative, which 
told of success through sage advice 
and spiritual guidance, by reciting 
a poem written by Countee Cullen.

Mr. M. C. Oglesby quoted Shoghi 
Effendi as saying that so difficult a 
problem could be settled only by 
concessions on both sides. The 
speaker felt that the gravity of the 
problem was increased by the dis
parity of numbers of the two races. 
Because of this he thought it wise 
for the colored people, who are 
numerically at a disadvantage, to 
move with such wisdom as to win 
over at least half of the whites.

Mr. Robert W. Bagnall spoke of 
the desirability of the two races 
mingling for cultural and spiritual 
reasons. Once during a pastorate 
which he held in Detroit, the pas
tor of the great cathedral requested 
him to invite two of the former’s 
members who had long been parish- 
oners but were colored, to abandon 
their membership in the cathedral 
for the colored church. Mr. Bag
nall replied that they were more 
needed as members where they 
were. But why, questioned the 
rector, seeing that they are poor 
people, while my membership is 
wealthy and yours poor; would they 
not feel more at home among their 
own people? Not so, replied Mr. 
Bagnall, for as members of the 
cathedral they give your member
ship a wonderful opportunity to 
practice the all-embracing law of 
love which they profess. He ex
pressed regret that prejudiced peo
ple are so often vociferous with 
their viewpoints, while those who 
are personally free from prejudice
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are yet either passive or even ac
quiescent with the prejudices of 
others.

Prof. Stanwood Cobb seconded 
this regret, which he illustrated by 
the story of how a worthy colored 
man was once debarred from mem
bership in an alumni association in 
deference to a minority of pre
judiced folk, although the majority, 
free from prejudice, favored his ad
mission.

Dr. Shook mentioned the good 
will sincerely extended the colored 
people by the best families of the 
South.

Dr. Edna M. Tibbetts illustrated 
the ties which bind all men together 
by the analogy of the atoms and 
their interdependence. Human in
terdependence is not a mere senti
ment, it is a scientific and spiritual 
law. It is inescapable. We best 
commune with Grod when we love 
our fellow beings.

Me. F. S t . Geobge S peudlove 
presided at the closing session. He 
set forth the need of building civil
ization upon a solid foundation. 
Nothing can be stable if so great a 
problem as that of harmony be
tween the races be neglected. 
Reading from the London City 
Temple address of ’Abdu’l-Baha, 
he hailed the day when all men 
should live as brothers. ’Abdu’l- 
Baha with clear vision saw the need 
and prescribed the remedy. This is 
indeed the most important thing, 
for which even important things 
should be neglected. Prophets ap
pear to tell people the simple 
things, not the things they can 
know for themselves. The right 
treatment of our fellow beings be
longs to this category. When we

are able to put our principles into 
practice the Divine Cause makes 
progress. The race question is a 
vital issue on this continent. We 
must make our ideals and principles 
apply to it in every way.

M e . R obeet W. B agnall, Director 
of Branches, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People, took for his subject, “ Race 
Prejudice and Civilization,” and 
gave his hearers many a thrill. In 
beginning he related the well known 
parable of the several blind men who 
went to see an elephant, each being 
deluded by his partial conception as 
to the reality of the whole. H. G. 
Wells was quoted as saying that the 
worst of human ills is prejudice as 
it causes more war and distress 
than any other. Although it has 
caused great suffering here in 
America, it must be conceded that 
conditions here are not so terrible 
as in other countries.

Many people think that prejudice 
is innate, but this is untrue and only 
a misconception. So-called races 
are only the result of temporary 
and geographic conditions. A race 
integrity bill introduced into the 
legislature of Virginia, recently de
veloped some startling disclosures 
when it was found that many per
sons who were proud of their ad
mixture of Indian blood had also 
Negro blood, this through the ad
mixture of the blood of the said two 
races which has gone on for cen
turies. The questions arise, What 
is a Negro? What is a white man? 
Every definition of race breaks 
down. All people have pigment 
and are therefore more or less 
colored. In the mingling of races 
the light people are growing darker
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ancl the dark people lighter. This 
causes many amusing incidents, as 
when people traditionally of one 
race are mistaken for those of 
another. The millions and billions 
of ancestors which each person can 
claim proves mathematically that in 
the past all races have mingled their 
blood. The delusion that one race 
is inferior to another vanishes in 
the light of scientific inquiry. This 
is well, for as long as one race feels 
that another is inferior it is impos
sible to be just. Racial purity is 
pure fiction. The human race is 
tending more and more toward 
unity and an olive complexion. In
terracial conferences are now mul
tiplied. Organizations galore are 
now working to bring about happier 
conditions. People of the same at
tainments, regardless of color, work 
side by side. By all means get such 
groups enlarged. Always be ready 
to acknowledge that the other fel
low is also a human being. Rebuke 
those who fall away from truth and 
always be assured of victory in a 
noble cause.

In conclusion the speaker paid a 
glowing tribute to the Baha’is, 
many of whose spiritual centers he 
has visited in his extensive travels. 
As the Baha’is, despite the exalta
tion of their aims and ideals are

misunderstood by people, doubtless 
they can understand the difficulties 
and adversities of other groups that 
struggle to abolish prejudices in the 
world.

Mb. A lbebt Mail, the last speaker 
said in part: A few friends are with 
us. Surrounding us are many foes. 
It is much like the problem of war. 
Great is the danger! Colossal 
perils need colossal remedies. Five 
hours a day of study have made 
Mr. Bagnail the walking encyclope
dia that he is. He is a combina
tion of work and love. As a Chris
tian minister he embodies these 
ideals.

Christ has educated America in 
tolerance and freedom of speech. 
Where is now the power that can 
remove prejudices of all kinds. 
Turning to the past we find that the 
gentle Buddha brought India a 
thousand years of unity and peace. 
Such was the power of a real educa
tor. Muhammad likewise destroyed 
the caste system over a large part 
of India and also united the Arabian 
nation. The old religions have all 
become stratified today. Yet there 
is a mighty Force at work. This is 
the Creative Power of Divine Love 
which is descending to the world in 
this, the Day of God,

“ The Baha’i Movement imparts life. It is the cause of love and 
amity amongst mankind. It establishes communication between the 
various nations and religions. It removes all antagonisms. * * * The 
Baha’i Movement bestows upon man a new spirit, a new light, and a 
new motion. It enlarges the sphere of thought. It illumines the horizon 
of the intellect. It expands the arena of comprehension.’ ’

’Abdu’l-Bahâ
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WORLD THOUGHT AND PROGRESS
“ N ations have always sought to 

embody great undertakings in har
monious architectural form. Over 
the whole earth and at all periods 
they have raised the pillars of their 
temples and public buildings and 
reared to the skies the minarets or 
t o w e r s  of their mosques and 
churches like an act of hope and 
faith carved in stone. All the great 
ideas of all civilizations have their 
imperishable monuments which are 
eternal reminders of the conquests 
made by the human mind. # * *

“ Inevitably my thoughts turn to 
my own country, where monuments 
of the past recall the long history 
of several great civilizations, all of 
which do honor to each other and 
influenced each other from far dis
tant times when the confines of Asia 
were the cradle of our modern civi
lization.

“ When we read the lessons em
bodied in these stones it seems to 
me we feel with increased force the 
tragedy of the factitious differences 
between us. Our eye takes in one 
wide sweep the magnificent common 
patrimony of mankind. From 
whatever country we come all the 
great names which have been famil
iar to us from childhood, names of 
famous buildings or magical towns, 
appear to belong to us as our own 
and inspire us all with the same 
pride.

“ But now for the first time a 
building is about to be erected 
which will be the common property 
of the peoples united in the same 
s e n t i m e n t s  of confidence and 
brotherhood. On this solemn day

on which we have the honor to see 
this foundation stone laid we pray 
it may truly be the symbol of a new 
age.” Prince, Foroughi of Persia, 
President of the Assembly, at the 
laying of the corner stone of the 
neiv home of the League of Nations 
in Geneva.

“ We believe that the nature of 
Reality is love and that the estab
lishment of the kingdom on earth is 
its sacrecl task. As the children of 
this Reality, we are the partakers in 
this great and holy task.

‘ ‘ Though our avenues of ap
proach to this ideal may differ, and 
the terminology may differ, we be
lieve that the ultimate truth is one 
and we all are one.

“ It matters little what we may 
call the various avenues of ap
proach toward the realization of the 
kingdom on earth. One may call 
it Buddhism, another may call it 
Christianity, or the Baha’i move
ment ; the essential is to bring about 
a state of mind and condition in 
which the fatherhood for all man
kind is established, above sec
tarian a n cl denominational in
terests.

“ We all differ in degrees in our 
expressions, and in our beliefs, but 
we are one in the Reality and its 
branches. I am convinced that the 
more this idea of the unity of man
kind is advocated and believed by 
us, the more we will find tolerance, 
f r i e n d l i n e s s  and international 
peace.”—Archbishop Nisshu No
guchi of Tokyo, in an address at a 
Baha’i meeting in Honolulu.
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“ T h e  flourishing  ‘Universidad 
Nacional,’— [Mexico] lias more
than 10,000 students, a good part of 
which are women. The practice of 
interchange of teachers and stu
dents has been carried out for sev
eral years with the United States, 
France and Germany, rendering 
satisfying results. Mexican stud
ents, as a general rule, score high 
in the American universities, and 
American teachers who were teach
ing in Government schools at the 
time, have tolcl the writer that the 
average Mexican school child is 
quicker and more intelligent than 
the average American.

“ The most interesting experi
ment is, though, the establishment 
of the rural schools, which are the 
apple of the eye of the Federal 
Education authorities. Professor 
Dewey considers them one of the 
most important social experiments 
of the world, of interest, not only 
to Mexico alone, but to all nations, 
because they are an effort to incor
porate the Indians (80% of the 
population), into the social group. 
In spite of the difficulties of obtain
ing teachers, 2,649 of these rural 
schools, 1,000 of which were opened 
last year, already are working. 
During this year, 2,000 more were 
to have been established, and not 
only that, but the number of teach
ers in each was to be increased.

“ This educational revolution is 
then, not only an effort to educate 
the 80% of Mexicans that were 
despised and left uneducated be
fore, but it is also an indispensable 
way towards the political integra
tion of the country.

“ Much more interesting than the 
number of these rural schools is

their spirit and tendencies. Mr. 
Saenz, Subsecretary for Public In
struction, who has been a teacher of 
the Lincoln School in New York, 
says in a lecture given at Chicago 
University that nowhere has he 
seen better examples of socialized 
schools than in some of these rural 
schools in Mexico. Professor 
Dewey goes further and says that 
there is nowhere in the world an 
educational movement that presents 
a more intimate spirit of union be
tween school and social activities, 
as in these schools. . . . And so 
Mexico, now passing through the 
throes of adolescence as a nation, 
may yet develop a much finer type 
of civilization than we have in many 
of the older countries of the 
World.”—Consuelo Reinert Yiucla 
d e A l d a g ,  before Pan-Pacific 
Women’s Association, Honolulu. 
Pan-Pacific Union Bulletin.

U pward op 200 prominent Chin
ese sailed August 24 on the Presi
dent Cleveland for an extended 
tour of the United States in the in
terests of Sino-American friendship 
and trade. The project is being 
promoted by the Friendship Tour 
Co.’’—Washington “ Post.”

“ J apanese, Ch in ese , Filipinos, 
Koreans, Negroes and Indians are 
among the student body, but they 
are a foreign colony, herding to 
themselves. How can we expect 
these representatives of other races 
to judge us fairly if we as hosts do 
not honestly make effective at
tempts to become their intimate 
friends.”—The Oregon Emerald, 
student daily of the University of 
Oregon.
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“ We work and pray for the unity of mankind: that all races 
of the earth may become one race, all the countries one country 
and that all hearts may beat as one heart, working together for 
perfect unity and brotherhood.” — ’Abdu’ l-Baha.

So near are the majority of 
thoughtful men to the concept of 
world peace, says President Butler 
of Columbia University, that no in
dividual ventures now to make pub
lic any opposition to this ideal nor 
can statesmen who oppose it stay 
long in power.

The peace ideal has certainly 
gained ground enormously in the 
last decade. It is the theme which 
nest to aeronautics most dominates 
the newspapers, which sensitively 
reflect current public interest. 
Countless books and magazine 
articles deal with this concept in 
one form or other, and the various 
peace organizations — each with 
their own specialized publications— 
enlist the earnest cooperation of 
memberships aggregating millions.

In spite of all this display of in
terest, enthusiasm, desire for uni
versal peace, there remain certain 
deep-seated causes of war which 
while they continue to prevail will 
unfortunately frustrate the world’s 
will to peace.

Much that has been provocative 
of Avar in the past, enlightened na
tions have now outgrown,

War for the sake of religious riv
alries and animosities, AATar for pure 
plunder either of goods or of terri
tory, or war for the mere satisfac
tion of national pride and vanity,'—■ 
such Avars become more and more 
unthinkable as the Avoided’s leading

nations—in retrospective wisdom— 
reflect upon the horrors and pro
longed costs of Armageddon.

There is, however, one deep- 
seated cause of Avar AAdiich is far 
more powerfully operative than all 
the peace opinion that any nation 
can at present muster; and until 
this cause is dispelled the volume of 
peace idealism—no matter how 
great—will be ineffective when put 
to actual test.

I refer to the habit of thought of 
all nationalities, of putting national 
interests first—to the sacrifice, if 
necessary, of any or all other na
tionalities.

Nationalism, a larger develop
ment of the tribal instinct, not only 
makes paramount the interests and 
Avelfare of the homeland—a natural 
and perhaps fundamental need; but 
in so doing, tends to be utterly re
gardless of the interests and wel
fares of all other peoples.

It is this selfish and negative as
pect of nationalism which is the 
chief remaining cause of war. And 
not until people rise to a larger, 
more liberal, and more humane con
cept of nationalism aauII war be 
abolished.

For no matter how many Leagues 
for peace exist, so long as the 
world’s great nations express pre- 
Ara i l i n g l y  the attitude, “ My nation 
first, regardless of the needs of 
others,” AATar Avill break out when
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ever any given nation—in asserting 
this aggressive and too exploitive 
form of the national will-to-live—■ 
runs counter to the similar will-to- 
live of another nation.

U nquestionably, the world’s will- 
to-peace must be erected on the solid 
foundation of inter-national under
standing, sympathy, and well-wish
ing. All men must come not only to 
perceive but also emotionally to 
feel a larger than national brother
hood; to the extent that they would 
not wish their own nation to unduly 
prosper at the expense of any other 
nation.

“ Am I my brother’s keeper” is 
a query which nations, as well as 
individuals, must now earnestly ask 
themselves.

Already enlightened nations have 
the rapidly growing habit of ex
pressing in a helpful and concrete 
way their sympathy for other na
tions in distress. This practical 
humanitarian sympathy, as best 
exemplified in the Red Cross, is per
haps the finest aggregate expres
sion of the human soul which this 
planet has yet witnessed.

But such sentiment, evoked by 
suffering, is not enough. It deals 
effectively with wound-binding, but 
does not yet enter the field of causa
tion.

The help given by America to 
Italy at the time of the Messina 
earthquake, and to Japan in their 
similar terrible catastrophe of 
1923, was noble in concept and in 
quantity. Such benefactions exert 
a tremendous influence toward 
good-will between the nations con
cerned.

But such beneficence, with the 
mutual sympathies and apprecia
tions involved, are not sufficient.

Each nation must, in addition to 
this, seek to refrain from national 
measures needlessly offensive or 
even harmful to other nationalities.

There must be a constructive all- 
pervading sympathy, intelligent 
enough to be cognizant of the injur
ious results to other nations of any 
proposed nationally self-interested 
measure; and deep enough—when 
injury to other peoples is apparent 
—to refrain so far as possible from 
such activity.

W e have not yet reached the Mil
lenium; and it is useless to ask of 
any nation that it prefer itself to 
suffer, than to be the cause of suf
fering to other nations. But at 
least we can make a beginning of 
thinking in world-terms rather than 
in terms only of national self-inter
est. And we can aim at dealing 
justly with other nations in the 
sense that real justice would require 
each nation to remit somewhat its 
desire and aim to get richer and 
more prosperous through measures, 
w h e t h e r  political or economic, 
which directly operate to make 
other nations poorer.

This represents a moral height to 
which—if the writer is not mistak
en—humanity has not yet risen nor 
consciously aspired to rise. Yet to 
this height mankind must rise be
fore warfare can become eliminated 
from our planetary affairs.

Such a concept of world brother
hood must spring from the spiritual 
potentiality and capacity of man to 
love others as himself. This posi
tive quality of love—not only as 
between individuals but also as be
tween peoples and nations—must 
become the leaven to give life to the 
splendid materials for peace al
ready being assembled in the con
science of humanity.
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IlVALET between tlie different races of mankind was 
first caused by the struggle for existence among the 

wild animals. This struggle is no longer necessary, nay 
rather, interdependence and cooperation are seen to pro
duce the highest welfare in nations. The struggle that now 
continues is caused by prejudice and bigotry. Today noth
ing but the power of the Divine Word, which embraces the 
reality of all things, can draw together the minds, hearts 
and spirits of the world under the shadow of the heavenly 
tree of unity.”

¡N these days there must needs be a mighty power of ac
cord instilled into the nations. The principle of the 

oneness of the world of humanity must be proclaimed, 
understood and put into practice so that all nations and 
religions may again remember the long forgotten fact, that 
they are all the progeny of primordial humanity, Adam, 
and the denizens of one land. Are they not breathing one 
air? Is not the same sun shining upon all? Are they not 
the sheep of one flock? Is not God the Universal Shepherd? 
Is He not kind to all? * * * If the people are emancipated 
through One Spirit, there is not a trace of doubt but that 
the greatest bond of union and harmony will be established 
among them.”

¡ELF-INTEREST is at the bottom of every war. Greed, 
_ commerce, exploitation, the pushing further of the 
boundaries of the kingdom, colonization, the preservation of 
the treaty rights, the safeguarding of the lives and interests 
of the citizens,—are a few of the pretexts of going into war. 
And it has been proven by experience that the results of 
war are ruinous, both to the conquerors and the conquered. 
* * * But in this luminous century the greatest bestowal 
of the world of humanity is universal peace which must be 
founded so that the realm of creation may obtain com
posure. * * * Like unto a spirit, this ideal must run and 
circulate through the veins and arteries of the body of the 
world, ’ ’

’Abclu’l-Baha.
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THE BASIS OF BAH A’I BELIEF
Chapter 1. I ntroduction 

K e it h  R ansom-K ehleb

W h a t  is  th e  n a tu r e  o f a P r o p h e t or M a n i fe s ta t io n  o f God w ho  becom es th e  F o u n d e r  
o f a  g r e a t  re lig io n ?  A r e  su c h  M e d ia to rs  n e c e ss a ry  b e tiveen  th e  D iv in e  E sse n c e  a n d  
h u m a n ity ?  I f  so, %vhy? A n d  h ow  ca n  h u m a n ity  be a ssu re d  o f th e  v a l id i ty  o f  P ro p h e t-  
hood  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th o se  w h o  c la im  i t s  a lleg ia n ce  in  th a t  n a m e?  N o n e  s in c e re ly  in 
te r e s te d  in  re lig io u s  t r u th  can  be in d i f fe r e n t  to  th e se  p r e g n a n t q u e s tio n s  w h ic h  lie a t  
th e  basis , w h ic h  concern  th e  v e r y  essen ce  o f  th e  c la im  o f r e l ig io n  to  th e  a lleg ia n ce  o f  
th e  h u m a n  h e a r t. T h e se  q u e s tio n s  a re  a n sw e re d  w i th  g r e a t  c la r i ty  a n d  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  in  
a se r ie s  o f  a r tic le s  b y  M rs . R a n so m -K e h le r  o f  ivh ich  th is  is th e  fir s t .

“ In this clay he tvho seeks the 
Light of the Sun of Truth must free 
his mind from the tales of the past, 
must adorn his head with the crown 
of severance and his temple with the 
robe of virtue. Then shall he arrive 
at the ocean of Oneness and enter 
the presence of Singleness. The 
heart must become free from the 
fire of superstitions that it may re
ceive the Light of Assurance and 
that, it may perceive the Glory of 
God. ’ !—Baha’u ’ llah.

H PPARENTLY fliere is some
thing’ of inestimable vaine to 

Gfod in having men recognize, inde
pendently, the Manifestation of His 
Power and d o r y  whenever He ap
pears in the world. This, accord
ing to the teachings of Baha’u ’llah, 
which are clearly upheld by the evi
dences of history, is subject to the 
same periodicity as natural pheno
mena .

For, to paraphrase the figure of 
’Abdn’1-Balm, just as the pheno
menal sun returns from year to 
year in order to resuscitate and re
vivify the dead physical life of the 
world, so from age to age a great 
Sun of Truth and of Righteousness 
appears to germinate and fructify 
the dead spiritual life of man.

In truth the whole world of na

ture is, as it were, an illustration or 
a reflex of this sublime Cycle which 
is the life and light of m an: the re
turn of spring, the diastole of the 
heart, the coming of day, the flow of 
the tide, the inhalation of the lungs 
—are but the pattern of His Divine 
Action stamped everywhere upon 
His creation.

Each Great Prophet Who has 
ever appeared in the world has 
covenanted with His followers con
cerning His Successor; there is no 
religion which does not definitely 
hold out this assurance to its fol
lowers :—that God will again send 
One to succor, to guide and to save 
men.

Perhaps the most curious example 
of human blindness and perversity 
is the consistent way in which we 
scorn, reject and persecute God 
whenever He thus reveals Himself 
to us. For if Almighty God the 
Eternal Power and Life and Law 
and Wisdom of these vast inter
penetrating universes, each in itself 
complete, perfect and incomprehen
sible — if Omnipotent Principle 
would reveal Itself in any manner 
that could be apprehended by the 
weak, finite mind of man, we could 
never see more of God, know more 
of His nature, observe more of 
His power, nor draw nearer to Him
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in love and assurance than is pos
sible through this Mighty Being 
Who returns to us from age to age, 
the Eternal Messiah, “ the continu
ing Christ,” the Ever-Present 
Word of God, “ He whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. ’ ’

In tire terminology of Balia’u ’llah 
this great life-giving Messenger 
Who reveals the Will of God to man, 
is He who expresses all of God that 
human beings can ever grasp and 
need ever know: therefore He is 
called the Manifestation of God.

Hove although the followers of 
every Manifestation and the adher
ents of every religion have been 
taught to look for the reappearance 
of the same Majestic Authority that 
already holds sway in their lives, 
the signs of Plis coming are univer
sally misleading.

If Moses and the Prophets had 
said, “ In a certain year in the reign 
of Augustus Caesar, a woman of 
such descent and a man of such 
other ancestry journeying from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem will there 
greet their first born: He is My 
Successor; follow Him,”—how sim
ple such an arrangement would have 
been what suffering and tragedy it 
would have obviated, beheading, 
stoning, rending by wild beasts, im
perial bonfires of human victim s; 
not only the hideous variety of 
martyrdom, but the crucifixion of 
the “ Holy One and Just,” the hu
miliating and degrading death of 
the common malefactor for Him 
without Whom “ was not anything 
made that was made, Who came 
unto what was His own but His own 
folk did not welcome Him.” *

However, this procedure evident-
i;Johij 1:10-11.

ly does not conform to the spiritual 
requirements. On the contrary it 
would seem as if every device were 
used to blind and mislead men with 
regard to the Divine Identity of the 
Manifestation. According to pro
phecy Jesus was to sit upon the 
throne of David, rule with a rod of 
iron, cause the lion and the lamb to 
lie down together; in short, so ex
travagant were the claims made for 
Him that when a peasant announced 
His candidacy for these exalted po
sitions the Jews speedily rejected 
Him on the basis (amongst other 
things) that He did not fulfil the 
prophecies.

Today we see in the light of His 
accomplishments a Supreme Mon
arch to Whom earth’s greatest 
kings and potentates bow in obeis
ance.

It becomes clear to us as we ob
serve this unhappy drama reenacted 
in each succeeding dispensation, 
that some vast purpose, some in
scrutable cause is subserved by hav
ing men voluntarily and in spite of 
every obstacle penetrate “ the 
clouds of His Glory,” those exter
nal obstructions and disqualifica
tions that seem to hide the Sun of 
Truth, and find an Eternal Real
ity in this superb Being whenever 
He appears ; sometimes a peas
ant, sometimes a prince become a 
beggar, sometimes a camel-driver 
elevated to the most exalted hu
man power, sometimes, as in the 
case of Baha’u ’llah, a nobleman, 
descendant of a royal dynasty, 
conquering from a fetid prison 
the vast domains of East and of 
West.

To see—behind the peasant, the 
beggar, the king, and the prisoner 
—that aloof serenity of ageless Om
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nipotence that no assemblage of 
men, even combining to assist one 
another, can long deny or with
stand: to see this station of God 
made manifest is a privilege of 
which few avail themselves at the 
moment when they are most need
ed; but inevitably before His 
Throne Eternal in the Heaven na
tions and peoples seek sanctuary 
when the clouds of human blindness 
roll back and the Sun of Reality 
reaches the meridian of His efful
gence.

There is no evidence, for example, 
that more than a score of people 
continued to believe in Jesus at the 
time of the crucifixion. That was 
too great a test of faith for any but 
that tiny handful who had been bap
tized in His Love and immersed in 
His Favor. And still the teeming- 
millions of the Roman Empire were 
powerless eventually, to cope with 
the impulse set in motion by this 
preferred band of simple, ignorant, 
unknown men and women: for in 
them lay the germ of spiritual life, 
the power to fructify and produce 
seeds—and they alone possessed it. 
’Abdu’l-Baha says that five grains 
of wheat are worth more than a 
thousand tons of weeds.

Why should not we today, with 
all the revealing light cast upon the 
workings of the inner life of man 
by subliminal psychology; by a bet
ter understanding of crowd reflexes; 
by the welding of history into one 
single instrument whereby o u r 
group processes are more clearly 
grasped; why should not we be able 
to discount all the tragic and costly 
mistakes of the past and severing 
ourselves from the prejudices and 
inhibitions that blind and mislead 
us, approach with clear, inquiring-

minds this stupendous Baha’i claim: 
that Bahd’u ’ lldh in this great Day 
of God has returned to renew His 
Ancient Covenant with man; to 
make low every mountain (remov
ing by His inclusive social program 
the obstacles to human understand
ing and cooperation) to exalt every 
valley (inculcating the practice of 
those virtues that are neglected by 
the strong and proud) so that all 
the trees of the field (mankind) may 
clap their hands?*

The great religions of the world 
without exception teach exactly the 
same great fundamental truths: the 
Oneness of God and the Oneness of 
Mankind. At this time they all ex
pect the coming of a Promised One: 
The Brahmins await the twelfth in
carnation of Vishnu; the Zoroas- 
trians (Parsis) the coming of Shah 
Bahrom; the Jews their Messiah; 
Buddhists the fifth Buddha; Mu
hammadans the Imam Mahdi; Chris
tians the return of the Effulgence of 
the Christ. In each prophecy the 
coming One will unite the nations, 
spread the principles of peace and 
of brotherhood, inaugurating an era 
of spiritual progress.

Naturally it is incredible that if 
each of these expected Manifesta
tions returns severally there could 
be any more unity or understand
ing amongst religions than exists at 
present. He Who will unite the 
hearts of men, Who will establish 
that great ideal Kingdom in the 
lives and practices of men as taught 
by all the religions of the world, 
can be but One; One Who will ful
fil all the prophecies, uphold all the 
sacred and blessed teachings of the 
religions of the past, identical in

*Isaiah 55:12.
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tlieir import and. in their influence ; 
will possess that latent Power al
ways infused into men by the Mani
festation which lifts them to higher 
levels of aspiration and achievement 
and creates anew in withered lives 
and stagnant minds that inexhaust
ible fecundity which produces new 
heavens and new earths.

Presenting this majestic claim of 
the station and purpose of Bahá’- 
u ’lláh, the Bahá’i teacher is con
fronted with three or four typical 
objections. If the audience be 
Christian the first reaction is, “ Why 
should we accept any other Mani
festation than Jesus! He is suffi
cient.” If Unitarian, in any of its 
aspects, “ Bahá’u ’lláh has exerted 
an admirable influence, but He is, 
like Jesus, a man of unusual per

sonality; nothing more than an ex
ceptional human being.” If in
fluenced by the modern cults, “ What 
do we need with a Mediator; why 
not go to Gfod direct! ’ ’ And finally, 
most important of all, “ We have 
been warned against false pro
phets ; how can we be sure that 
Baha’u ’llah is not one of these!”

Therefore it is my intention in a 
series of articles to answer these ap
parently legitimate confutations, 
exhibiting the signs and proofs and 
evidences of the validity and divine 
authority of the Baha’i Claim.

“ The doors of the Kingdom are 
open,” and in this hour of restitu
tion Baha’u ’llah summons us again 
to the spiritual order of life, whose 
paths are pleasantness and whose 
ways are peace.

“ Verily we should consider the Divine Prophets as the inter
mediaries, but mankind has made use of them as causes of dissension 
and pretexts for warfare and strife. In reality they were the inter
mediaries of love and reconciliation. I f  they were not sources of love 
and fellowship amongst men, then undoubtedly they were not true, for 
the divine wisdom and purpose in sending the Prophets ivas the mani
festation of love in human hearts. Therefore tve must investigate 
reality. First of all let us determine whether these Prophets were 
valid or not by using rational proofs and shining arguments, not simply 
quoting traditionary evidences, because traditions are divergent and 
the source of dissension

’ Abdu’l-Bahá.
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ALBANIA AND THE DESTINY OF EUROPE
M a bth a  L. R oot

In  a series o f two articles the well known journalist and B aha’i teacher, M artha  
Root, describes a country little known to Am ericans. The Albanians, however, as the 
author states, have played an im portan t part in  the history of southeastern Europe. 
The E d itor has had occasion to v isit Durazzo mentioned in  this article; and counts as 
one o f the finest characters of his acquaintance a T urk of pa rt A lbanian ancestry 
whose grandfather was an im portan t Sheik o f the leading B ektash i m onastery in 
Constantinople, a remarkable sect of the M uhammadans which the reader w ill find 
described in  these articles.

H LBANIA, this country which 
is so little known, may per

haps hold the destiny of Europe. If 
she can become a Switzerland or a 
Holland, if during her evolution to 
this, there is tranquility in the state 
and if neighboring countries will 
refrain from greedily grabbing 
what is not their own, then a serious 
European conflict may be averted. 
Albania is the arsenal of the Bal
kans and a match touched to it 
'would blow up Europe.

The Great Powers and the Lea
gue of Nations created the present 
Albania as an independent state in 
1912. His Majesty Zog I, King of 
the Albanians, is the most able man 
to be at the head of this little coun
try with its present one million in
habitants. This new state is now 
playing and will certainly for the 
next few decades continue to play a 
very interesting role in interna
tional politics.

The Albanians are the oldest na
tion in Europe but their country is 
the least known. Before King Zog I  
came upon the scene less than ten 
years ago as a young Albanian 
Napoleon, this land was spoken of 
as the “ mysterious country,” “ land 
of miracles,” “ unknown Albania,” 
“ darker than dark Africa” and 
there was a reason for this. For 
five hundred years its language was 
forbidden in the schools, books in

Albanian were not allowed. Indeed 
for two thousand years the world 
has witnessed the determination of 
this remarkable race to hold to its 
nationality. Truly it merits atten
tion for its deathless struggle and 
for the opportunity it may give to 
preserve peace and a status quo in 
the Balkans.

Albania has the master key posi
tion geographically to the Near 
East. It has been fought for by 
the Jugo-Slavs under the patronage 
of Russia. It has been sought by 
Italy to give her security and a 
land-locked sea. It is envied by 
Austria and Hungary and Germany 
their neighbor. It is the territory 
that obsesses the thoughts of Greek 
diplomats. It commands the very 
shortest route between western Eu
rope and Constantinople, Syria and 
Palestine.

The Romans saw its advantages 
and built the Via Egnatia road, that 
historic road from Constantinople 
through Salónica, on through Al
bania to the coast city of Durazzo. 
This is the road that the Apostle 
Paul took, and in Durazzo we know 
he preached Jesus Christ to the in
habitants. (That his faithful teach
ing bore rare and beautiful spirit
ual Albanian fruits will be shown 
later in this article.) This Via 
Egnatia ended at Durazzo but by 
ship one could cross the thirty-
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Mr. K. Kotta, Prime Minister of Albania 
and Minister of the Interior

seven and a half miles across the 
Adriatic Sea to Otronta, Italy, and 
there began the Via Appia road 
leading' directly on to Borne.

Albania, a country with ap
proximately 17,000 square miles, is 
not so large as West Virginia and 
is about twice as large as Massa
chusetts. Mr. Charles C. Hart, 
American Ambassador in Tirana, 
said the day the writer lunched at 
the Embassy, “ There is not a safer 
country in Europe to travel in than 
Albania.” On the table in the draw
ingroom lay a bound volume of the 
school magazine “ Laboremus” of 
the Albanian Vocational School 
founded by the American Junior 
Bed Cross and the writer opened to 
these words which was a quotation 
from Kelly: “ Albania, a tiny
countin’ of glorious- sunshine, bril
liant moonlight, deep blue skies, 
bright stars, old white mosques and

gleaming minarets; silent cypress 
trees, Venetian towers and Boman 
ruins, mountain ranges white in 
winter, broad valleys with un
scratched virgin soil, calm lakes hid
den by hills, a coast line with rocky 
shores and harbors—Durazzo where 
Cicero spent his exile and Bobert 
Gruiscaxd led the Norman Conquest, 
Valona of Shakesperian fame,—a 
brave people, primitive in life with 
romantic customs and gorgeous na
tional costumes. This is Albania.”

Perhaps the tourist asks: “ How 
does one get to Albania? How can 
he travel when he does get there if 
there are no railroads? And what 
are the principal cities?” Travel
lers can come from Trieste, Bari 
and Brindisi, Italy across the Ad
riatic Sea to Durazzo, the seaport 
nearest to Tirana which is now the 
capital. Durazzo a city of six thou
sand inhabitants is also reached by 
ships coming down the east Adria
tic Coast touching at the Jugosla
vian ports of Bagusa, Dubrovnik 
and others. There is aeroplane ser
vice regularly from Borne, Trieste, 
Brindisi to Valona—the most strat
egic port in the Adriatic Sea,—and 
on to Tirana. There is also regular 
aeroplane service between the dif
ferent Albanian cities: There are 
motor cars driven daily from one 
city to another, but good roads are 
only beginning to be built in Al
bania. There is a good road from 
Durazzo to Tirana and a railroad is 
being built between these two 
places. The leading cities are 
Scutari, Tirana, Korcha, Valona, 
Durazzo, Alessio, Arghyrocastro, 
Berat, Elbasan, Delvina and others.

Arriving by ship to Durazzo, one 
takes an automobile to go the 
twenty-six miles to Tirana. There
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is constant motor car service and 
one pays according to the number 
of passengers. Usually the cars 
are crowded. If one takes a car 
alone, he pays for six places. The 
road is beautiful and thrilling for it 
leads up the mountains, sometimes 
curving ledge upon ledge. Hardly 
any place in the Balkans is more 
fascinating than these Dajti moun
tains. One will find Tirana in its 
physical setting at least, a play
ground of heaven. It is like a little 
plain close to the sky surrounded 
on all sides by these low alluring 
mountains glowing in such darkly 
vivid colors. The mists or the at
mosphere or something give them a 
halo, a spirit which seems always to 
be hovering just above them. No 
one with a soul can ever visit 
Tirana and in after years not long 
to return and feel again the charm 
of these mountains.

The city itself with its 30,000 in
habitants where six years ago it had 
only 10,000 and was a very ordin
ary desolate town with a few little 
Turkish inns, is having a phenom
enal growth. It gives one the im
pression of a modern city being 
made before one’s very eyes. 
Everywhere buildings are being 
constructed and Tirana is stretch
ing out. Some new government 
buildings and the American Lega
tion’s new headquarters a group of 
three architecturally lovely build
ings seem to be quite out of the 
heart of the city, but one sees that 
very soon they too will be in the 
centre, for Tirana must expand 
very much to house the people who 
are coming there. Tirana is chosen 
as the capital because it is in the 
centre of the country. The King 
can govern best from this place and

also the mountain city away from 
the seacoast can be better pro
tected. It is more healthful than 
the coast city of Durazzo which is 
surrounded by malaria breeding 
swamps. However the Albanian 
Government and the Rockefeller 
Foundation are working to rid Al
bania of malaria.

Look from my window, O reader, 
at 5:30 o ’clock this morning. The 
mountains are so glorious in the 
fresh glow of dawn. They are deep 
rich blue as if the sky had em
braced them and left its mantle 
flung across their peaks. Below in 
the work-a-day world many drivers 
of donkeys walk beside their beasts 
of burden and on these donkey’s 
backs hang great packs of cooling- 
green watermelons. “ Whoever 
will eat so many watermelons 1 ’ ’ you 
wonder, but when you see the many 
hundreds of soldiers and the work
men rising up like sand clouds to 
carry the plaster or dig founda
tions, or hammer, or make more 
roads, you will realize there are not 
too many watermelons for this 
August day with a temperature of 
100° Fahrenheit.

Now t o  s p e a k  about the moulders 
of inner Albania: the writer called 
first upon Mr. Kota Kotta who is 
both Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior. He is charming, keenly 
intelligent. Like his beloved King, 
he is young. He said: “ The chief 
aim of His Majesty our King Zog I 
is world peace. There is no other 
way for Albania to achieve her high 
destiny except through world peace. 
Our King wishes progress and edu
cation, ’ ’ and he explained how hard 
the King is working for a stable and 
just government, for education, for
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woman’s advancement and better 
living conditions.

When the writer asked the Prime 
Minister about the K ing’s deep love 
for his mother and if he consults her 
often on state matters, Mr. Kotta 
replied: “ Yes. The King says he 
owes his position and Ms honors 
to his mother. He trusts his mother 
and believes in her judgment. ’ ’ The 
Prime Minister added that where- 
ever there is a good mother, one 
generally finds sons who have good 
education and good character. It 
may be said that King Zog I en
trusted to his mother the direction 
of the whole Mati tribe during the 
early months of the first revolution 
when he was fighting in other re
gions, and she did her work glori
ously. He is the hereditary head of 
the famous Mati Tribe that had its 
great Princes in the middle ages, 
and this was also, the tribe of Scan
derbeg the great savior of Albania 
in the fourteenth century. (The 
name Scanderbeg comes from the 
surname “ Iskender-Beg” wliich 
the Turks gave him for his valor 
and masterful strategy, and in com
plimentary reference to Alexander 
the G r e a t . )  Scanderbeg has 
been the hero of the Albanians 
and their very loved King, their last 
King for five hundred years until 
September first, 1928. It is psy
chologically clear that His Ma
jesty Zog I can do far more in Al
bania as King than he could do as 
President. The masses in Albania 
do not understand presidents and 
republics so well, but a twentieth 
century king who may be even 
greater than Scanderbeg appeals to 
their hopes and to their loyalty. 
The country will be more settled 
under a kingship than it would be

with political presidential rivalries 
springing up every few years.

T h e  w b i t e e  h a d  the unique honor 
and privilege of an audience with 
His Majesty Zog I King of the Al
banians on Sunday, September first, 
1929 in the Royal Palace in Tirana. 
It was the occasion of the second 
anniversary of his being crowned 
King. Of the group of twenty 
women presented there were a few 
relatives of the King, other mem
bers of the aristocracy of Albania, 
some members of the feminine club, 
“ The Albanian Woman,” of which 
Her Royal Highness, Princess Sinia 
Zogu, sister of the King, is honor
ary President, and the one foreign 
guest.

We were received in the chancery 
in the offices of the Prime Minister, 
at ten o ’clock and the writer was 
introduced to these splendid women 
as a Baha’i. She gave a little 
speech in which she expressed her 
admiration and love for Albanian 
women and their work, and her joy 
that in Albania she saw such friend
liness and cooperation between peo
ple of all the religions; it was aston
ishing to see this rare harmony. 
She also spoke of the beauty and 
gracefulness of Albanian women, 
their fine character and the remark
able hospitality of all Albanians.

The festivities for this anniver
sary had begun the day before. 
Smiling happily and singing, the 
Turanians had decorated their city 
with laurels from the mountains. 
Everybody was glad and contented. 
People dressed in their artistic na
tional costumes had come from the 
mountains, the towns and the cities. 
Since 7.30 o ’clock that morning the 
Royal Band had been playing at
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intervals and the regiments of sold
iers, well dressed, with perfect step 
and shoulders straight and high, 
had led the g r e a t  procession 
through the two main avenues. The 
crowds were well-mannered and 
deeply interested. Aeroplanes cir
cling the city shot down thousands 
of gay posters wishing long life to 
the King.

Promptly at eleven o ’clock, we 
were escorted from the chancery to 
automobiles and motored the short 
distance of two blocks to the Royal 
Palace entrance. Thousands of 
spectators stood respectfully in the 
streets and in the Royal Driveway. 
The Royal Band in red uniforms 
played the Albanian National An
them: soldiers in gun-metal-grey 
uniforms stood, every man with his 
hand on his gun and his eye fixed 
at attention. We went through the 
garden up the marble steps and on 
past the guards whose gold braid 
gleamed in the brilliant sunlight. 
We passed through the hall, the din
ingroom, the library where in each 
of these royal apartments stood a 
group of statesmen to greet us. 
Then we were led into the great 
salon and there at the farther end 
of this beautiful receiving room his 
young Majesty Zog I King of the 
Albanians stood in state. Tall and 
very slender, he was simply dressed 
in his military uniform. There was 
no gold lace, no velvets, but he look
ed a K ing! a soldier K ing! l ie  was 
very alert, very bright, very noble, 
very young to carry the heavy re
sponsibilities of being head of this 
Balkan Kingdom on which the eyes 
of the world are turned. In a semi
circle about him stood his faithful 
fine Ministers of State dressed in 
full evening dress.

His Majesty Zog I is a man of 
tremendous character, and the 
strongest individuality in Albania. 
Few men would be able to meet the 
situations which he has faced and 
conquered. His Majesty Zog I King 
of the Albanians is the guarantee of 
the peace. One would not like to 
vision the chaos that would come if 
anything happened to him.

“ T ’u ngjat jeta!” which means 
“ Long life to you! “ was heard 
everywhere that morning. The 
writer spoke only one word to His 
Majesty in the solemn moment when 
he took her hand. It was: “ Besa- 
besen!” translated from Albanian 
it means “ I pledge you my loyal
ty !” As a Baha’i I have given my 
word of honor to be “ Albanian” in 
my faithful friendship to this new 
kingdom. O reader, you would 
need to come to Albania to know 
what this word means, but if you 
are ever extended the “ bessa” by 
Albanians, you will see what a 
beautiful custom it is. It goes so 
far that though a person might for
give an injury to his father, his 
mother, his children, he would never 
forgive the one who violated the 
“ bessa” which has been extended 
to a friend in their land.

After passing out from His Ma
jesty’s presence we were taken 
again in the automobiles half a 
block to the Royal Palace of the 
Queen Mother of the King. In the 
first drawingroom we met the five 
sisters (the sixth sister was away). 
These Royal Princesses were very 
pleasant. They are doing their best 
to help their country. They have 
the manners of the heart which is 
the most lovely courtesy of all.

Never to be forgotten was the 
presentation to the Queen Mother
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who received alone in the larger 
drawingroom. She was all in black 
and her two grandsons, about six
teen and eighteen years old (who 
study in Geneva, Switzerland) stood 
in full military uniform beside her. 
She was beautiful in her mother
hood, so strong, so sincere, so good! 
She looked just what she is—a 
Queen Mother/ S h e  d id  not 
impress me as one who cares for 
frills and exteriors, but she is the 
kind of woman you would love to 
have near you in joy and in sorrow, 
in health and in sickness till the end 
of the world. She is spiritual, she 
is understanding.

His Majesty the King is thirty- 
five years old and in October 
his thirty-sixth birthday will be 
celebrated with a magnificant cere
mony. Film directors from Paris

have asked to come and make mov
ing pictures. His dear mother is 
about sixty years old. The K ing’s 
two married sisters are older than 
he.

E ditors N ote— To B aha’is there is a 
strong appeal in  the destiny of these little 
nations which have fo r  centuries su ffered  
the injustice of suppresion of all native  
literature and thought and freedom. This, 
as Baha’u ’llah taught is the day when ju s 
tice shall be done and all in justice shall be 
removed, and in  the remarkable recrudes
cence of so m any submerged m inorities in
to recognized nationalities, we find signs 
of the dawn of the N ew  Day of in ter
national justice and, peace. W ha t is needed 
next is tha t these little nationalities and, 
races recognize themselves as so intrinsic  
a part of the world program  th a t they do 
not impose their nationalism  as obstruc
tive to the larger brotherhood which will 
be expressed, in  the coming civilization when  
the continents will no longer be cut up into  
hundreds of artificial customs and, barriers 
and national isolations. The concluding 
article will appear n ex t m onth. I t  deals 
w ith  the religious and spiritual  a - s p e c i s  of 
the country and people.

\y  I \y i  v l '  .. » V lv i - y iV  i\ -  I v- v l  vT N yi'y lN /i v i  v T \.U \/i 'v O V 'i\J

“ Those, kings and rulers whose fame for just government and 
greatness filled the world did not occupy themselves alone -with their 
personal ambition and the acquirement of riches, but accounted the 
public weal and the increase of the inhabitants of their countries and 
the general treasury as their greatest care. Their glory teas not bought 
with gold or silver, but ivas purchased by the soundness of their prin
ciples and the nobility of their aspirations. Such are those rulers ivho 
are benevolent and wise, whose dignity and real happiness lie in the. 
well being of the public . .

’Abdu’l-Bahd.
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PSYCHOLOGY PROM THE SPIRITUAL 
STANDPOINT

E l l a  G-o o d a l l  C o o p e r

H e, as Baha’is, approach the 
study of psychology as we do 

every other science which is helpful 
to humanity, since one of our card
inal principles is that in this day 
science and religion must work hand 
in hand in order to bring to pass 
that spiritual civilization which is 
the goal of all true education. 
“ Study the sciences,” says ’Abdu’l- 
Baha, “ acquire more and more 
knowledge. Assuredly one may 
learn to the end of one’s life. Use 
your knowledge always for the ben
efit of others.”

“ Know thyself,” enjoined So
crates, without, however, revealing 
any method of going about it. 
Nevertheless, the precept still holds 
good, and extends to knowing one’s 
neighbor, since “ the proper study 
of mankind is man.” T o t h e  
Baha’is this popular interest, far 
from being improper, is encourag
ing, for it is a token of people’s in
terest in one another, which interest 
we believe will grow and grow till 
all come to recognize the truth of 
Baha’u.’llah’s saying, “ This hand
ful of dust, the earth, is one home.” 

In sharp contrast to the popular 
superficial and often selfish appli
cations of psychology, are the earn
est endeavors, profound and benefi
cent, of the conscientious psychiat
rists and physicians, patiently work
ing to unravel the intricate threads 
of maladjusted lives, using the val
uable technique contributed by the 
psycho-analysts, to bring educa

tion to the normal, and relief to the 
abnormal, members of society.

To these men, Janet, Freud, Jung, 
Adler and others, society owes a 
debt, which is ever growing, as the 
efforts, particularly those of Dr. 
Adler and his colleagues in Vienna, 
are being extended to cooperate not 
only with medical men but also with 
the educator and social welfare 
worker, and we ardently hope the 
circle may soon widen to include the 
enlightened and scientifically-mind
ed religionist, as well. The efforts 
of this group are directed toward 
prevention of abnormal conditions 
through education, rather than 
merely the relief of the tragic situa
tion after it has been allowed to 
arise. Is not this the object of 
spiritual education also!

One of the most distinguished of 
this group, whom we have lately had 
the good fortune to meet in Ameri
ca, is Dr. Alfred Adler of Vienna, 
whose psychology is a method of 
gaining knowledge of individuals, 
including knowledge of their inner 
life, and is founded upon a view of 
the individual as a whole in him
self, an indivisible unit of human 
society. Thus, while it has grown 
up as a part of psycho-analysis, in
dividual psychology only uses an
alysis for the purpose of synthesiz
ing the whole life of the individual.

I have borrowed the above infor
mation from Dr. Adler’s exponent 
and interpreter, Philippe Mairet, 
and will quote a few lines from the
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same source, ‘ ‘ The supreme import
ance of this contribution to modern 
psychology is due to the manner in 
which it reveals how all activities 
of the soul are drawn together into 
the service of the individual, how 
all his faculties and strivings are 
related to one end. We are enabled 
by this to enter into the ideals, the 
difficulties, the eiforts and dis
couragements of our fellow-men, in 
such a way that we may obtain a 
whole and living picture of each as 
a personality. . . . There has never 
before been a method so rigorous 
and yet adaptable for following the 
fluctuations of that most fluid, vari
able and elusive of all realities, the 
individual human soul.”

It is precisely because all reli
gions, and the Baha’i Revelation in 
particular, have something vital to 
say on the subject of this same elu
sive soul, that I have chosen to con
sider this adaptable method of Dr. 
Adler as being most closely parall
eled by the Baha’i teaching.

To the followers of this teaching 
it is always gratifying to witness 
how such great and progressive 
men are unconsciously reflecting 
the Spirit of this Age. Dr. Adler 
touches on problems deep and far- 
reaching, applying his principles to 
many spheres of life as well as to 
the art of healing, problems which 
we believe can be solved by the 
“ sovereign remedy” brought by 
Baha’u ’flah, the Divine Physician, 
for the healing of the nations. Thus 
it seems to me to be peculiarly fitt
ing, in pursuance of one of His basic 
teachings—namely, religion must 
conform with science and reason— 
that we, as Baha’is, should hasten 
to unite our eiforts with those al
truistic scientists whose services

are being devoted to the ameliora
tion of the enormous burden of 
mental misery that afflicts humanity 
to-day.

R eligion, a s  s u c h , seem s to find 
scan t fav o r a t  the  hands of the 
psychologist, p a rtly , p e rh ap s , be
cause m any  of the cures, fo r  which 
re lig ion  in  the  p a s t  has claim ed the 
cred it, seem  to h im  explainable 
upon  a psychological basis, or, per
haps, because h is experience w ith  
relig ious m an ias h as  been p rovoca
tive of im patience fo r  th e  whole 
subject, or, p e rh a p s , because he 
feels re lig ion  has lo st i ts  ancien t 
potency, or, p e rh ap s , because he re 
g a rd s  i t  no t w ith  the  eye of fa ith , 
b u t as one seeking scientific tru th .

Dr. Overstreet seems to dismiss 
it with a shrug, saying that many 
religionists are not really human
ists, and that, “ Religion, like a good 
deal of the rest of our life, needs at 
last to concern itself with real hu
man beings.” He refers, as do 
most scientists and educators, to 
orthodox religion or theology, but 
that is not what the Baha’is mean 
by religion.

Speaking scientifically, perhaps 
the great point of connection be
tween psychology and religion, is 
that essential longing, which is 
present in all human creatures, the 
longing for individual immortality. 
Although science has demonstrated 
the indestructibility of matter, yet 
the actuality of that mysterious 
realm beyond this life has not been 
proved by any returned traveler, 
and man has recourse only to faith 
if he is to believe what the Prophets 
have always taught, and what man
kind in general wishes to believe—■ 
that it is indeed the real life of the
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indestructible soul, for which, this 
brief span of years here is but the 
preparation.

The Baha’i teachings on this 
point give comforting assurance to 
sustain the seeking soul, at the same 
time appealing to reason and in
spiring faith. "We believe that 
faith in immortality and belief in 
spiritual realities influence conduct 
profoundly, and mould character to 
noble ends, and that one of the rea
sons why so much mental disturb
ance is painfully evident in the 
world, is the apparent failure of re
ligion to set forth a unified, con
vincing and authoritative truth, 
freed from man-made dogmas and 
creeds, which will aid struggling 
humanity to grapple with the over
whelming problems of this complex, 
bewildering age. Our belief is that 
the Baha’i Cause does recognize 
and satisfy just that universal, cry
ing need.

And to my mind, a most import
ant point of contact between the 
Baha’i teaching and that of Dr. 
Adler is their common conviction of 
the fundamental “ oneness of hu
manity, ’ ’ It quite thrills me to 
quote his declaration: “ "We cannot 
escape from the net of our own re
latedness. Our sole safety is to as
sume the logic of our communal 
existence upon this planet as an 
ultimate, absolute truth, which we 
approach step by step, through the 
conquest of illusions arising from 
our incomplete organization and 
limited capabilities a s  h u m a n  
beings. ’ ’ And is not the mission of 
the Baha’i Movement to unite all 
the races of the world?

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  o p  contact is edu
cation. Dr. Adler speaks of it re

peatedly. He advocates psychology 
as the “ human science” which 
should be studied by laymen as well 
as by specialists, and shows that 
even the study of the abnormal is 
necessary to gain an understanding 
of normal processes (since the dif
ference is only one of degree). He 
also states that the object of this 
education of the normal human 
being and the re-education of the 
abnormal one is the same—to fit 
both for a better understanding of 
human nature, and to develop the 
social feeling, because man is a so
cial being, not to be considered as 
separated from human society, but 
one who must learn to take his place 
as an integral part of it.

Of course we agree heartily with 
Dr. Adler that human nature is 
capable of being educated, more
over that education must begin with 
the individual child from the mo
ment of its birth, in order that its 
“ behavior pattern” may be correct
ly and happily set.

’Abdu’l-Baha shows us that edu
cation to be complete should be both 
material and spiritual, in other 
words, it should be for the heart as 
well as the head. The Abbe Dimnet 
reminds us that Vauvenargues says, 
“ Great thoughts arise from the 
heart,” and Joubert, “ There is no 
light in souls in which there is no 
warmth.” Hence, to the old ques
tion, “ can human nature change?” 
we would answer in the words of 
Dr. Esselmont, a distinguished 
English physician and Baha’i 
teacher: “ Both education and reli
gion are based upon the assumption 
that it can and does change. In 
fact, it requires but little investiga
tion to show that the one thing we 
can say with certainty about any
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living thing is that it cannot keep 
from changing.”

W h a t  h a s  a l l  this to do with mod
ern psychology, yon may ask? We 
earnestly believe that that “ science 
of humanity, ’ ’ as Dr. Adler calls it, 
can be of still greater value as a 
healing factor in dealing with dis
orders of the mind when it becomes 
touched and illumined by a vital, 
dynamic religion such as taught by 
Baha’u ’llah, Whose appearance is 
the Sun of Truth in this day.

The vibrations caused by this 
new influx of spiritual power has 
brought into being many new 
schools of thought, numbers of 
which are concerned with the heal
ing and re-education of suffering 
and maladjusted humanity. As we 
have noted, psychology itself has 
advanced until it has become an im
portant instrument in the hands of 
the best modern physicians—for it 
is acceptable to many who will not 
listen to the worn-out dogmas and 
creeds of religion, as such, and yet 
whose needs demand something 
more than the science of materia 
medica alone. In this respect the 
rise of these movements, even 
though they be only pseudoscientific, 
has contributed to the whole minis
try of medicine.

The Baha’i ideal of the physician 
of the future might be of special in
terest here. ’Abdu’l-Baha says that 
the physician of the future must be 
a man scientifically educated and 
trained, in order to be a skillful 
diagnostician of disease (to know 
whether it be of mental or physical 
origin) and, in addition to this 
knowledge, he must be imbued with 
such a love of Hod, such a love for 
humanity, such an intense desire to

serve humanity, that his very pres
ence in the sick room will be like 
healing to the patient. In this day, 
when disorders of the mind have 
spread over the world almost like 
a plague, physicians surely need to 
use both spiritual and material 
means of healing, ever striving to 
find the perfect balance.

As r e g a r d s  M A r r s  social develop
ment, Dr. Adler stresses again and 
again the necessity of early educa
tion in order to fix the life pattern 
of the child by habit, which becomes 
conduct, and eventually crystallizes 
into character. He always regards 
man as a social being and each in
dividual soul as being motivated by 
the conscious or unconscious striv
ing for a “ goal.”

It is evident then, in order to as
sist the souls to fit into their en
vironment and function happily and 
cooperatively with their fellow 
beings, some kind of a worthy plan 
is necessary by which to guide their 
lives and develop their social feel
ing ; and when ignoble goals are dis
covered, altruistic standards need 
to be substituted, and if they can be 
joyous, so much the better. “ Joy 
gives us wings,” says ’AbduT-Baha.

The Baha’i teaching, upon the 
same basis of human evolution, of
fers a magnificent social program, 
because it is universal, constructed 
upon the corner stone of the unity 
of the whole human family; not only 
that, but in its re-statement of the 
eternal verities, it is marvelously 
adapted to the complex needs of 
evolving humanity in this new and 
wonderful age.

Progress is so rapid these days 
that the next generation may have 
to develop new and different powers
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ill order to endure the high vibra
tions of our mechanistic civilization.

Professor Meredith made the 
same statement that I heard recent
ly made by Doctor Ray Lyman Wil
bur, to the effect, that to-day the 
speed of life is so terrific that man’s 
moral and spiritual consciousness 
has not yet caught up with the ex
traordinary rapidity of the ma
terial or external changes, thus 
causing a dislocation so fraught 
with danger that man stands aghast 
at the products of his own inventive 
genius and poorer, not knowing how 
to cope with these new dangers that 
threaten to overwhelm him.

Thoughtful minds cannot but re
alize that unless man can somehow 
be educated to encompass these in
ventions and possess them for con
structive service to society, they 
will surely possess him and destroy 
the world. Therefore, the educa
tion of youth to a realization of the 
truth that we are our “ brother’s 
keeper,” based upon science and 
reinforced by the spiritual dynamic 
of real religion, is the only hope of 
the future, if civilization is to be 
saved.

Baha’is believe that the social 
program, revealed by Baha’u ’llah 
and elucidated by ’Abdu’l-Baha, 
gives to humanity the solution of 
these stupendous problems.

In addition to the glorious basic 
principles, Baha’u ’llah advocates 
certain universal institutions for 
service to all mankind, as well as 
giving certain vital precepts for the 
guidance and purification of the in
dividual life. How noble is His 
concept of a temple—called in the 
Persian, Mashriqu’ l-Adlikar, which 
means something far greater than 
merely a temple or church, some

thing, indeed, for which we have no 
equivalent in English. His con
cept is that in every city there 
should be built a group of buildings 
set in a large and beautiful garden; 
the central building—its doors al
ways open in welcome to all comers 
—to be the house of worship; 
around it, first, the hospice, where 
hospitality would be dispensed, 
perhaps to the weary traveler, per
haps to one who is temporarily out 
of work, or to one in need of shelter 
for a tim e; next, the hospital, 
wherein the physicians would min
ister unto the sick and needy, using* 
both types of healing, serving the 
poor from a free dispensary; then, 
a home for the aged, a home for the 
orphans, and a home for the crip
ples and incurables; then, a school 
for the children and a great uni
versity for the higher branches of 
learning.

Every child would be educated in 
an art or craft or trade or profes
sion, boys and girls alike, for all 
Baha’is are taught the dignity of 
labor, and that work pursued in the 
spirit of service is acceptable as 
prayer and worship, in this new 
day. Those who serve in this great 
and beautiful community center, 
would first enter the house of wor
ship, lift up their hearts to Glod in 
any manner they desire, and then, 
inspired and strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit, they would go forth 
into these other institutions and 
serve all who come,, regardless of 
color, class or creed.

Such a plan would seem to appeal 
to the enlightened psychologist as 
offering an ideal pattern for normal 
activity—the individual trained to 
work joyously and intelligently for 
the good of the group, thereby gain
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ing Ills own satisfaction and hap
piness. Psychology teaches that 
emotional impulse must find its 
legitimate outlet if life is to be nor
mal and happy. To the Baha’is, 
this plan of the Masliriqu’ l-Adlihdr 
appears to be a superb plan of un
ifying social service for, with the 
Spirit—God—at the center, and 
Humanity at the circumference, the 
circle is complete.

To sum it up, this is what the 
Bahá’is mean by religion—the love 
of God, expressed in purity of in
dividual life and deeds of joyous 
service to all mankind.

Dr. Adler closes his book, 
“ Understanding Human Nature,” 
with these words: “ The law of psy
chic development seems to us to be 
irrefutable. It is the most important 
indicator to any human being who

wishes to build up his destiny con
sciously and openly, rather than to 
allow himself to be the victim of 
dark and mysterious tendencies. 
These researches are experiments 
in the science of human nature, a 
science which cannot otherwise be 
taught or cultivated. The under
standing of human nature seems to 
us indispensable to every man, and 
the study of its science, the most im
portant activity of the human 
mind. ’ ’

Since the human science and real 
religion both operate in the 44 realm 
of minds, hearts and spirits,” may 
we not justly make a plea for their 
conscious and definite cooperation, 
believing that in thus working to
gether hand in hand they may be 
able to transmute this science into 
the 4 4 divine art of living. ’ ’

F O R  L O V E  OF ME
M a bzieh : K . N a bil

N the old clays, a page carried 
one’s red velvet cushion and 

another page carried one’s book; 
and one knelt devoutly in the helio
trope fog of some cathedral. A 
king wore his favorite saints pinned 
to his hat, and bowed to them when 
times were bad. The poor could 
worship Mary the Madonna when 
she came to them in dreams, and 
day and night the cloister bells toll
ed regiments of cowled figures to 
their prayers. Prayer was as usual 
as bread.

Perhaps today muezzins lean 
from minarets and priests still bless 
the holy wafers and the wine, but 
prayer has lost its savor and the

majorit}r of people pray because it 
is a habit or else do not pray at all.

Our intelligentsia assure us that 
prayer is an aberration, something 
on the order of talking to oneself; 
and our fashionables remember that 
they did not g’et their little slam 
when they prayed for it at bridge; 
and if sorrow forces men to pray, 
they joray in doubt, and desperate
ly, and they take Providence with 
a grain of salt.

To Bahá’is, however, prayer is 
4'indispensable and obligatory, and 
no one is excused therefrom, unless 
he be mentally unsound or an in
surmountable obstacle prevent 
him,” according to the Bahá’i
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teachings. This law is great glad 
tidings—it is one of the most fruit
ful blessings ever conferred on hu
manity; and an investigation of 
even a handful of the wisdoms of 
prayer can only increase our 
amazement.

T h e  s e c e e t  o e  l i f e  is detachment 
from everything except G-od. This 
is because there is a quality in hu
man nature which imperiously de
mands something permanent to love 
and work for, and only God is per
manent.

We go through life hitching our 
wagons to stars that fall; where
upon we are miserable, and lasso 
the next ones. Our leaves shrivel, 
our moons wane, the marbles we 
build our statues of are crumbled. 
Only God is always strong, always 
there, always permanent. Only 
God is worthy to be worked for.

And to achieve this detachment 
from everything except God we re
quire prayer. His Holiness Baha’- 
u ’llah says:

‘ ‘ 0  Son of Light! Forget all else 
but Lie and commune with My 
spirit. This is the essence of My 
command, turn unto it. ’ ’

Again, the desire to be under
stood is common to us all. And yet 
no one understands us. AYe do not 
understand ourselves. We all know 
what we mean by being’ “ under
stood” but the term is hard to de
fine. In fact, it means just the op
posite of what it says, because cer
tainly none of us wish to be seen 
through.

AATho has not heard some middle 
aged man lament that his wife does 
not “ understand” him. Probably 
he is trying to say that she does not 
sympathize with his spats and his

new green neck-tie and his smile.
A noted writer has said that hu

man beings are each on individual 
islands, shouting to each other 
across seas of misunderstandings. 
But prayer is a great simplifying 
factor and a dispeller of confusion. 
Through our communion with God 
we become explained to ourselves 
and enabled to express our best and 
truest selves to others.

There are, too, a great many 
people who have no courage to keep 
on living, because they are weighted 
with the consciousness of having 
sinned. Their life becomes a retro
gression, and thej7 stay at home 
with their sorrow—why should they 
attempt anything, when everything 
they touch is tainted, and they are 
doomed to spend eternity sizzling in 
separate vats? They are afraid of 
the justice of God, and they have 
forgotten the ocean of His mercy 
(an infinite, sunlit, peaceful ocean, 
with waves curling jade and pistac
hio). They have not read the Glad 
Tidings of BahaAr'llah, and the 
prayer which He has revealed for 
those who have sinned.

Here again the vital importance 
of prayer is demonstrated because 
it is primarily through prayer alone 
that human beings may recover 
from wrong-doing. And as for 
avoiding wrong-doing, mere disci
pline is not enough; we need the 
courage and faith engendered by 
prayer. This is true because al
though we know right from wrong* 
we often drift into sin and repent 
at leisure, unless we are held in 
check by daily prayer; also because 
it is impossible and indeed undesir
able for us to be forever spying on 
ourselves—people are as mistaken 
in their mental hair-shirts as any
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fanatics of the middle ages, and we 
therefore need the guidance of God, 
which is obtainable in proportion 
to our prayerful receptiveness.

Benjamin Franklin kept a note
book with all his sins in it, but Con
fucius said, “ I can do as my heart 
lusteth and never swerve from 
right. ’ ’ That is, we should learn to 
do right naturally, as rain falls or 
dew forms, and such spontaneity 
becomes possible only after a life 
inspired by prayer and supplica
tion.

T h e n  t h e b e  i s  the question, “ To 
Whom shall we pray?” Nations 
have prayed to the souls of their an
cestors, to stones or stars or sacred 
cattle. Many of our modern think
ers pray to some exalted figment of 
their own imaginations, which, how
ever grandiose in appearance is ob
viously no more God the Creator 
than is the church artist’s depic
tion of some middle-aged gentle
man in a pink robe. Obviously the 
fact God precludes attainment by 
any stretch of our finite intellects. 
We must therefore pray to the at
tributes of God in their fullest and 
most clearly represented form—we 
must seek them in His highest crea
tion—man. And among men, we 
must turn, if we seek God, to the 
most perfect man—His Manifesta
tion.

It is undeniable that the beauties 
of God appear in every phase of 
creation—in comets or fishes or 
little hairy palm trees. But Na
ture only mumbles—Man speaks. 
And so, although we may announce 
that we have found God in a twig 
on in the curve of the horizon, it is 
only in His great World Teachers 
that we see Him clearly and indis

putably mirrored. Without His 
Manifestations, God is lost to us,—- 
“ And idle is the rumor of the rose.”

The desire to pray is, like every
thing else, strengthened with prac
tice and atrophied through disuse. 
In the latter case, people are for
ever restless and longing for some
thing and dissatisfied with every 
new possession. But if one prays, 
one is always refreshed and re-in
t e r e s t e d .  ’Abdu’l-Baha says, 
“ When a man turns his face to 
God, he finds sunshine every
where. ’ ’

And yet people inquire why they 
should pray, why God does not 
come to them,—remarks as logical 
as sitting in a darkened room and 
wondering why all the sweep and 
glitter of the summer sunlight does 
not penetrate.

And if, as often happens, people 
are longing for God, trying to pray 
and yet not succeeding, they will 
easily find Him through service in 
accordance with the dictates of His 
Manifestations. The very prayer 
impulse proves the prayer-Answer
er, just as hunger proves food.

It is not surprising that a prayer
less people are driven to drugs and 
stimulants and a hundred forms of 
useless activity. They have no an
tidote for life, and no effective 
means of achieving the “ respite and 
nepenthe” for which they long. It 
is not surprising that people cheat 
one another, desert one another, 
kill one another, because only uni
versal prayer can make the world 
safe for us to live in.

No doubt future generations will 
look back at this prayerless age 
with the same uneasiness with 
which we contemplate the unwashed 
courtiers of Queen Elizabeth,
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SIGNS OF THE NEW AGE IN JAPAN
A g n e s  B. A l e x a n d e r

“E very age requires a central impetus or movement. In  this age, the boundaries 
of terrestrial things have expanded; minds have taken on a broader range of vision; 
realities have been unfolded and the secrets of being have been brought into the realm  
o f visibility. W hat is the sp irit of this age? W hat is its focal point? I t  is the estab
lishm ent o f Universal Peace, the establishm ent of the knowledge tha t hum anity is one 
fam ily .” These were the Words of ’A bdu’l-Bahd in  an address a t Clifton, E ngland, in- 
.January, 1913.

My prayer, my longing wish is th is:
To make my land, so dear to me} 

so dear,
The peer of all the nations of the 

world,
That she may harbor in her heart 

the good,
Leaving untouched the evil,— this 

my prayer.

)HE above is a free rendering 
of one of the late Emperor 

Meiji’s many poems.
Significant of the new age in 

Japan, is the name “ Showa,” or 
“ Bright Peace,” given to the new 
era which began with the accession 
of His Imperial Majesty Emperor 
Hirohito. The present year is thus 
known as Showa 4.

Most impressive in Japan today 
is the tremendous work of recon
struction which has gone forward 
daily since the great catastrophe—■ 
the earthquake of 1923. In place 
of destruction, already modern 
cities have been built up. Especial
ly noteworthy is the progress of 
the press. Its beautiful plants, and 
wonderful circulations exceeding 
that of most countries, as well as 
the great advancement in machine 
production, has amazed recent visit
ors to Japan who represented some 
of the leading newspapers of Amer
ica. This modern Japan has been 
called a country of light because of 
the rapid extension of electricity to 
all parts of the Empire.

Together with the material recon
struction, a spiritual change is tak
ing place in Japan. Last year in 
June in commemoration of the 
Enthronement Ceremonies of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan, 
there was held in Tokyo a Japanese 
Religious Conference. From the 
prospectus of the Conference the 
following is taken:

“ Japan has an historic record of 
the creation of a new culture 
through the cooperation of three re
ligions, namely Shintoism, Confuc
ianism and Buddhism under the 
patronage and the guidance of 
Prince Shotoku. The history of re
ligions in this country is unique in 
its display of a magnanimous 
spirit o f  o n e  religion toward 
another . . . Buddhism, the glory 
of oriental civilization has attained 
its highest development in this 
country; and Christianity, the 
ground work of western civilization, 
has also found its way into almost 
all classes of Japanese people. 
Moreover, Shintoism, the crystal
lization of the most tolerant and 
sacred national spirit, has always 
furnished all foreign creeds a home 
in which to live together harmon
iously. Let us fully recognize the 
above situation and wake up to the 
possibility of creating a new culture 
therefrom which may perhaps save 
the whole of mankind from groan
ing and waiting for the rebirth of 
the whole world. ’ ’
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On the opening day of the Con
ference fourteen hundred persons 
g a t h e r e d  including Shinotists, 
Buddhists, Christians and others. 
The members were divided into four 
sections consisting of Thought, 
Peace, Education, and Social Prob
lem Sections. The second day, a 
dinner party was held where a won
derful spirit of brotherly love was 
felt. The presiding officer, Rev. 
Kozald, spoke of the Parliament of 
Religions, convened in Chicago in 
1893, which he had attended and 
told how he had since witnessed the 
development of the spirit of coop
eration of all religions both in 
Japan and the world at large. He 
was followed by speakers represent
ing various creeds and organiza
tions, all of whom praised the Con
ference as a great and signal suc
cess. Among the speakers were 
three foreigners, a Christian Min
ister from Canada, a German Min
ister resident of Tokyo, and an 
American lady* representing the 
Baha’i Movement whose words 
were received with enthusiasm. 
Prom the Conference greetings 
were sent to religious associations 
throughout the world. In reply to 
his greeting, Shoghi Effendi, Guar
dian of the Baha’i Cause, expressed 
keen interest in the work of the As
sociation and the assurance of his 
hope for its success.

One of the movements of this age 
which is as a key to unlock the 
thoughts of the Orient to the Oc
cident—the universal auxiliary lan
guage Esperanto—is firmly rooted 
in Japan, where it has been ardently 
received, not only by students, but

*Miss Agnes Alexander, Baha’i teacher 
residing in Tokyo.

Miss Alexander in her library in Tokyo

by professors and business men. 
The Japanese monthly Esperanto 
organ, “ La Orienta Revuo,” has 
over two thousand subscribers. 
Through the means of the radio last 
December, Esperanto lessons were 
given for twenty nights and the 
listeners were estimated to be about 
ten thousand. Esperanto is  also 
spread among the blind who have 
an association. They have pub
lished in Braille an Esperanto book 
of the Baha’i Teachings.

At the second Esperanto oratori
cal meeting of medical and phar
macy students held in Tokyo on 
February 9th, young* women, from 
a Woman’s Medical College for the 
first time took part with the young 
men.*

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  President Roose
velt said, ’ ’ The Pacific era, destined 
to be the greatest of all, and to bring 
the whole human race into one great 
comity of nations, is just at the 
dawn.” This fact was emphasized 
at a meeting of the Pan-Pacific Club

*The story of the spread of Esperanto in 
this Woman’s College, the readers will find 
under the title, “How we became Esperant- 
ists,” by the Japanese twin sisters.
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of Tokyo. Tlie speakers, Mr. Set- 
snzo Sawada, cormsellor of the 
Japanese Embassy in Washington, 
and Prof. G-. Y. Bine, who holds the 
chair of oriental histoiy in the Uni
versity of Oregon, spoke of the dif
ferences in nations as being aids to 
friendship. “ Without these differ
ences in culture,” said Prof. Blue, 
“ the nations of the world would 
stagnate. Over the oceans go 
streams of commerce, but more im
portant are the exchanges of 
thought which take place along 
these routes.”

It was through the inspiration of 
Emperor Meiji as expressed in the 
Japanese I m p e r i a l  Rescript, 
“ Knowledge shall be s o u g h t  
throughout the world,” that Japan 
owes much in its national culture to 
influences received from other coun
tries. In absorbing these cultures 
from abroad, Japan has made them 
her own and today has a world in
fluence in matters of trade, art and 
the circulation of ideas. Abclu’l- 
Baha made this statement in His 
book, “ Mysterious Forces of Civil
ization,” “ A few years ago Japan 
opened her eyes and studied the 
methods of progress and civilization 
of the present day. She encouraged 
the development of the sciences and 
common handicrafts, and strove 
with all her power and capacity to 
improve her position until she at
tracted to herself the attention of 
the whole of humanity. ’ ’

That there is a thirst among the 
youth of Japan for the realities of 
life is an obvious fact. A writer in 
the Nineteenth Century magazine, 
under the heading, “ Christianity 
and Young Japan,” says that 
Shintoism and Buddhism have be
come empty frames from which the 
life and color of the pictures have

faded. The Japanese students, 
“ reaching out and grasping noth
ing that can touch their modern in
telligence, assume that neither they 
nor their countrymen have any de
sire for religion, when all that is 
lacking is something to satisfy a 
real desire.” He writes that, like 
young men in many lands and many 
ages they demand a new religion. 
In the Tablet of Ishraqat by Baha- 
’u ’flah are the words: “ Religion is 
a brilliant light and a strong fort
ress for the protection and comfort 
of the people of the world. If the 
lamp of religion remains veiled, 
chaos will take place, and the lum
inary of justice and of equity and 
the sun of rest and security will 
be deprived of light.”

On the 22nd of May there were 
presented to His Majesty, the Em
peror of Japan, seven specially 
bound volumes of Baha’i books 
which had been sent in the name of 
Baha’i ladies of America, and were 
intended as a gift in commemora
tion of the Coronation. Accom
panying the books were the follow
ing words from Shoghi Effendi: 
“ May the perusal of Baha’i litera
ture enable Your Imperial Majesty 
to appreciate the sublimity and 
penetrative power of Baha’u ’llah’s 
Revelation and inspire you on this 
auspicious occasion to arise for its 
w o r 1 d w i d e recognition a n cl 
triumph. ’ ’

In the Tablets of ’Abdu’l-Baha* 
are these words : “ Japan hath made 
wonderful progress in material 
civilization, but she will become per
fect when she also becometh spirit
ually developed and the power of 
the Kingdom becometh manifest in 
her.”

* V o I u m e  3 ,  p .  5 6 4 .
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HOW WE BECAME ESPERANTISTS
B y  J a p a n e s e  T w i n  S i s t e r s

The readers will doubtless enjoy the following article w ith  Us quaint and 
naive style. I t  was w ritten  in  Esperanto and freely translated into English  by Miss 
A gnes B. Alexander.

H N order to present ourselves 
in a friendly way, we will 

write about ourselves, although it 
may weary you readers. We are 
twin sisters. Until we reached 16 
years of age, we grew under the 
care of a dear mother, who was a 
very strong endeavorer on every 
side in spite of many difficulties 
and who very much desired to edu
cate us both as doctors. Unfor
tunately, when we were in the 
highest class of the g irl’s high 
school, she died. Our father died 
four years after the death of our 
mother before we could sufficiently 
understand him.

After the death of our mother, 
our elder brother, to whom we feel 
limitless esteem and who is very 
good, whom one seldom finds in the 
world, we think, has the unique 
pleasure to educate us both as 
women doctors in the place of our 
parents.

Thanks to our parents and our 
brother and his wife, we both like 
from inheritance or instinctively 
natural science. Our brother has 
had us educated quite internation
ally. When we reached twelve 
years of age, by his urgent counsel 
we began to learn English in a 
Christian church under the guid
ance of an American teacher, from 
the commencement by the spoken 
method.

At the present time we are stu
dents of a woman’s medical college

(Teikoku Josi Igaku Senmon 
G-akko), in Omori, a suburb of 
Tokyo. The school was recently 
founded, just when we wished to 
become medical students, after 
graduating from a g irl’s high 
school, therefore we are the first 
students of the school. Amongst 
us students there is abundance of 
fresh air.

The school was founded by two 
brothers, Drs. Nukada, who are 
famous authorities in the present 
medical world. To explain in de
tail, they were always interested in 
education. At the time of the fear
ful earthquake in 1923 they firmly 
decided that they would immer 
diately found a woman’s medical 
school, taking a year for the work, 
as they, thanks to G-od, had not lost 
much. But why did they choose a 
woman’s medical collegef The 
motive was as follow s: First, they 
had unhappily grown up by the 
hand of a mother only because of 
the death of their father in their 
infancy, and secondly, they had al
ways believed that for the progress 
of medical hygiene it was necessary 
for efficiency to awaken the service 
of woman. Therefore, to the 
memory of, and in return for the 
good they had received from their 
mother, they founded the college.

Our school consists of two de
partments, medicine and pharmacy. 
It gives the students fundamental 
knowledge, practical knowledge
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and knowledge of methods of in
vestigation in medicine and phar
macy.

Three years ago, when we were 
studying fundamental medicine, 
we were taught anatomy by a pro
fessor who was an Esperantist and 
always wore a green star on his 
breast. Although we did not know 
then what the green star signified, 
somehow it drew our attention 
when the professor would appear 
in the auditorium to give the 
anatomy lesson. When we had 
opportunity, in the early summer, 
to hear about the star and Esper
anto from the professor, after ask
ing questions about the star we 
suddenly remembered the words of 
our brother, who would enthusias
tically speak to us when we were 
yet young, that, “ You must learn 
Esperanto if you have time when 
you grow up and enter the high 
school.” At the time we were oc
cupied in the study of many lessons 
of medicine and longed for the 
coming of the long summer vaca
tion. AVe were accustomed to pass
ing a part of the summer holidays 
in the library and the other part 
at the seaside with our brother and 
his wife.

AVhen the longed-for vacation 
commenced, immediately we visited 
the library. AA7e read as many 
books as possible about Esperanto. 
Thanks to G-od, after three days 
we had a knowledge of Esperanto 
and the construction of the lang
uage. AVe did not at all feel wear
ied in our reading. On the way to 
our home from the library we 
bought a small book and a diction
ary. The following day, carrying 
a parcel in the corner of which we 
put the two books we had bought

the day before, we went to the sea
shore to avoid the great heat of the 
city with our brother and his wife. 
There we read the little book in an 
arbor where the cool sea breezes 
came through the dense trees. It 
was very quiet, only the song of 
little birds and the chikado was 
heard. AVhen we went out to the 
sea beach with our younger brother 
to swim, fish, or sail, we took with 
us the book in a rubber handbag. 
After the fatigue of swimming we 
would lay on the warm sand and 
read with pleasure the book. When 
we had finished reading the book 
we began practicing making sen
tences. Although we were not yet 
skillful in writing Esperanto, after 
two weeks at the seashore we wrote 
with difficulty our hearty thanks in 
Esperanto to the anatomy profes
sor, who had turned our attention 
to Esperanto. In reply, we re
ceived a long letter in Esperanto, 
written by a very skillful Esper
antist, a friend of the professor, 
who was ill after returning from a 
trip to China. AVe read the reply 
with great effort with the help of 
a small dictionary. Certainly it 
made us more keen in learning the 
dear language. From then until 
the present time, whenever we have 
time we study more deeply Esper
anto. Unfortunately we have less 
and less time because of many oc
cupations.

Now we will write something 
about the progress and state of 
Esperanto in our school. After 
the commencement of the new 
school semester, we spoke about 
Esperanto to our classmates. Al
though we had not yet attained suf
ficient alertness to guide them, yet 
by the help of the professor we
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guided 40 classmates with, great 
hope for one hour four times a 
week. The course lasted two 
months. It caused the appearance 
of some ardent Esperantists. Year 
after year the anatomy professor 
and other Esperantist lecturers 
have unselfishly dedicated them
selves with tireless effort to the 
Esperanto course whose members 
consist of voluntary students and 
lecturers. Year after year increas
ing in numbers now is built up a 
strong Esperanto group called 
“ Minerva Rondo.”

At the present time one cannot 
say that in Japan as in other lands,

the International Language Esper
anto is used as a practical means 
of communication, we natural scien
tists study many languages, al
though only technical words and 
phrases. We natural scientists are 
not those people who amuse them
selves with much knowledge in for
eign languages, but we have a firm 
opinion about language. There
fore we emphasize the following: 
The study of our dear language 
Esperanto is one of the necessary 
obligations of natural scientists for 
the good of science culture in the 
world. In conclusion, we heartily 
thank the readers of our long, 
awkward writing.

CALENDAR SIMPLIFICATION
M a b i a m  H a u e y

SBfflSNE of the most significant 
1 ^ 1  signs of the New Age is the 
increasing interest manifested all 
over the world in the subject of cal
endar simplification. Consideration 
of this vitally interesting matter 
assumed somewhat of an organized 
and concrete form—that is, a defi
nite plan for the investigation and 
study of the subject—when the 
League of Nations, through its pro
per officials, invited the various 
countries of the world to organize 
National Committees for the pur
pose of studying the reform of the 
calendar and to report back all use
ful information.

Just what the United States is 
doing in this matter is fully set

forth in the “ Report of the Na
tional Committee on Calendar Sim
plification for the United States, 
submitted to the Secretary of State, 
Washington, August, 1929,” a copy 
of which was kindly sent to us by 
Mr. George Eastman, Chairman of 
the Committee.

As stated in the report, the Com
mittee “ was organized at Washing
ton on July 9, 1928 to study the 
question of improving the calendar.

“ To make a comprehensive in
vestigation of the prevailing senti
ment on the question in this coun
try, and

“ To report its conclusions to the 
Secretary of State for his use in 
replying to a request of the League
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of Nations for information desired 
by the League with a view to calling 
an International Conference to 
adopt a convention for the reform 
of the calendar.

“ The Committee is composed of 
representatives from civil life and 
from the following Federal depart
ments, unofficially cooperating: 
Commerce, Agriculture, Treasury, 
Interior, Navy, Labor and the In
terstate Commerce Commission.”

The reason for the absence of 
representation of the religions on 
the Committee is very satisfactorily 
explained in these words :

“ At the outset the Committee de
sired representation of the religions 
in its organization, but recognized 
and found difficulty in securing com
prehensive representation of all 
faiths, and as it was obviously un
desirable that the religions should 
be only partly represented, religi
ous bodies are not identified with 
its membership.”

After a year of investigation and 
study the Committee’s conclusions, 
as printed in their report, stress 
three requisite conditions which 
justify the participation in an In
ternational Conference, namely,

1. “ The prevalence of a demand 
for calendar improvement on the 
part of a large and representative 
body of American opinion.

2. “ A growing recognition by the 
general public of the grave defects 
of the present calendar, a lively in
terest in the methods by which these 
can be overcome, and an intelligent 
understanding of the principles of 
calendar reform.

3. “ The actual experience of 
many business concerns with the 
use of private simplified calendars

to secure more accurate accounting 
in their business affairs, and their 
practically unanimous judgment in 
favor of the general simplification 
of the civil calendar.”

The report is full of interesting 
details; it gives a comprehensive 
presentation of facts, statistics, and 
much reliable information of one 
kind or another; the whole treatise 
a very illuminating contribution 
which might well be used as a hand
book by investigators, students and 
scholars, for, as stated in the report, 
“ Both in individual life and among 
all the processes of civilization, sim
plification of the calendar would af
ford relief from unnecessary effort 
and, thereby, contribute to making 
our lives easier and happier. It 
would afford more time for leisure 
and reflection, and facilitate the con
duct of all human affairs.” The 
hope is expressed that an Interna
tional Conference will soon be as
sembled to consider this question of 
calendar simplification.

B a h a ’i s  or c o t j b s e  are extremely 
interested in any discussion of the 
subject of calendar reform, for the 
Bab, Who preceded— (as a Herald) 
—the Advent of B aha’u ’llah the 
Founder of the Baha’i religion— 
the universal religion of this day— 
inaugurated a new calendar ; and as 
a result the Baha’is all over the 
world have been conforming to this 
calendar in the observance of their 
Feast Days. Also the Baha’i New 
Tear is celebrated on March 21st.

Dr. J. E. Esslemont in his book, 
“ Baha’u ’llah and the New Era,” 
gives this comprehensive statement 
about the Baha’i calendar :

“ Among different peoples and at 
different times many different



T H E  BAHA'I MAGAZINE 255

methods have been adopted for the 
measurement of time and fixing of 
dates, and several different calen
dars are still in daily use, e. g. the 
Gregorian in Western Europe, the 
Julian in many countries of Eastern 
Europe, the Hebrew among the 
Jews, and the Muhammadan in Mus
lim communities.

“ The Bab signalized the import
ance of the dispensation which He 
came to herald, by inaugurating a 
new calendar. In this, as in the 
Gregorian Calendar, the lunar 
month is abandoned and the solar 
year is adopted.

“ The Baha’i year consists of 
nineteen months of nineteen days 
each (i. e., 361 days), with the addi
tion of certain “ Intercalary Hays” 
(four in ordinary and five in leap 
years) between the eighteenth and 
nineteenth months in order to ad
just the calendar to the solar year. 
The Bab named the months after 
the attributes of God. The Baha’i 
New Tear, like the ancient Persian 
New Year, is astronomically fixed, 
commencing at the March equinox 
(March 21st), and the Baha’i era 
commences with the year of the 
Bab’s declaration, (i. e. 1844 A. D., 
1260 A. H.).

“ In the not far distant future it 
will be necessary that all peoples in 
the world agree on a common calen
dar.

“ It seems, therefore, fitting that 
the New Age of Unity should have 
a new calendar free from the ob
jections and associations which

make each of the older calendars 
unacceptable to large sections of the 
world’s population, and it is diffi
cult to see how any other arrange
ment could exceed in simplicity and 
convenience that proposed by the 
Bab.”

And so pondering over the deci
sive steps now being taken along the 
line of calendar reform, we see 
another evidence of how the Word 
of a Prophet of God “ does not re
turn unto Him void.”

“ When the Holjq Divine Mani
festations or Prophets appear in 
the world,” says ’Abdu’l-Baha, “ a 
cycle of radiance, an age of mercy 
dawns. Minds, hearts and all 
human forces are reformed, per
ceptions are quickened, sciences, 
discoveries and investigations are 
stimulated afresh and everything 
appertaining to the virtues of 
the human world is re-vita
lized. Consider this present cen
tury of radiance and compare it 
with past centuries. What a vast 
difference exists between them! 
How minds have developed! How 
perceptions have deepened! How 
discoveries have increased! What 
great projects have been accomp
lished! How many realities have 
become m anifest! How many mys
teries of creation have been probed 
and penetrated! What is the cause 
of this! It is through the efficacy 
of the Spiritual Springtime in which 
we are living. Day by day the world 
attains a new bounty. ’ ’

“ Gradually whatsoever is latent in the innermost of this Holy 
Cycle shall appear ancl he made manifest, for now is hut the beginning 
of its growth and the dayspring of the revelation of its Signs. Ere the 
close of this Century and of this Age, it shall he made clear and 
manifest how wondrous was that Springtide and how heavenly was 
that G ift!”  ’Ahdu’l-Bahd.
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FROM BALCONIES OF THOUGHT
Long' years ago great castles ’rose; stone walls 
"Were thick, and moats were deep; the guards that paced 
The parapets (as history recalls)
Were proofs of larking foes each baron faced.
Yet worse than they, and subtler far for wrong,
Are thoughts that creep towards fortress of man’s mind, 
Bent to assail i t ’s mystic walls so strong,
And yet (without a guard) so weak they find.
If ent’ring, havoc do these robbers wreak!
What chests of virtue’s jewels spoil! and vain 
The pleading tones of helpless beauty speak 
To brutes that revel in her cries, and pain.
Man’s ego fights (ferocious robber chief)
The self to hold, for ransom of a thief.

Man’s spirit soars, when helped by Thee in Love:
And from the mountain-tops of consciousness,
Would still yearn upward toward the worlds above—
The while new thoughts amazing themes confess,
Of two premises and a sure conclusion—
(Eyes turned from gazing at the distant stars;
Thoughts back over the years of dark confusion)
That ancient pleasures were but livid scars 
Across the Face of Truth: or were deep valleys,
Low-sunk between the rolling, snow-clad peaks,
From which the lone gray wolf’s gaunt hunger sallies,
And from a lesser strength i t ’s sating seeks.
Thus does a nobler sight look back, to mourn 
The thing ill-clone, by which the heart is torn.

Thankful the hearts, 0  God! for this Thy Day!
When Time doth call to her companion hours,
‘'‘Unlock the Gate, a friend is on the WTay!”
Fragrant the garden, perfumed with flowers;
Chaste are i t ’s fruits, that are pure spirit’s pleasure— 
Rejoicing those whose inner sight doth see;
Whose trials lived through and testings borne, they treasure 
The glory of the goal laid down by Thee.
How sordid is the world! i t ’s aims, how low!
Thy heavens through all bounds sweep grandly on!
A million light-years hence Thy bright stars glow!
Shall praying man e ’er find Thy Power gone!
Nay, all shall see Thy promise kept, forsooth,
Who from the dust made man, and taught him Truth.

W i l l a r d  P. H a t c h .
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The Balia’ is say that the sovereignty of Christ was a heavenly, 
divine, everlasting sovereignty, not a Napoleonic sovereignty that 
vanisheth in a short time. For well-nigh two thousand years this 
sovereignty of Christ hath been established, and until now it en- 
dureth, and to ail eternity that Holy Being will he exalted upon 
an everlasting throne.” '— ’Abdu’ l-Bahci.

C h r i s t ’s  central teaching “ Seek 
ye first the King’dom of Heaven and 
all these things shall he added unto 
you,” is applicable not only to the 
individual but to humanity as a 
whole in all its organized forms.

Since all institutions are the ex
pression of ideas, and rely for their 
maintenance upon human volition, 
intelligence and effort, it follows 
clearly that the existence and effi- 
ciencj  ̂ of all forms of human or
ganization depend upon the spirit 
with which they are engendered, in
augurated, and administered.

Plainly the organized patterns 
of human life cannot rise consist
ently above the spiritual level of 
the people whose ideals they ex
press. Great leaders can, it is true, 
establish for a time institutions 
above the capacity-level of their 
people. But as soon as the magic 
of personality and will is with
drawn from such perfectly modeled 
institutions, due to the death of 
their founders, these institutions 
fall quickly back in practice to the 
intellectual and spiritual level of 
the people who compose them.

Such is the lesson which history 
reads us. And it is for this reason, 
if for none other, that democracy— 
which is a far less efficient form of 
government than that of benevolent

despotism—is yet preferable and in 
fact inevitable as the predominant 
form of all human organization.

If our institutions—political,
economic, educational and social— 
are to be democratic, how all-im
portant then is the degree of intel
ligence and spiritualization at
tained by the peoples who express 
such institutions. For humanity in 
its organized life is not radically 
different from humanity in its in
dividual life. Nor can organized 
humanity, by means of organiza
tion, create a world of higher pat
tern than it is capable of conceiv
ing and of intensely desiring to the 
point of effectively volitioned ef
fort. '

T h e  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n  of hu
manity must, therefore, take prece
dence over every other type of ef
fort—no matter how idealistic, de
sirable, or promising.

Let us suppose for the moment 
that Jesus had accepted Satan’s 
dazzling invitation to become world 
ruler; and that, as even His disci
ples confidently expected, He had 
fulfilled the Messianic hope by 
bringing the expected deliverance 
from Rome and triumphal Hebrew 
leadership to the bold height of 
world dominion.
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What a magnificent rule He could 
have achieved! How perfect the 
patterns into which he could have 
formed humanity ! What model in
stitutions He would have bequeath
ed the world !

Yet upon His death—what of 
permanence would have remained? 
Others before Christ had built up 
perfect institutions—yet these in
stitutions had languished. Time, 
the universal Destroyer, acts the 
role of Death to institutions as to 
individuals. No, nothing would 
have been left today but an ineffec
tive memory, as powerless for ac
complishment of good as is the 
shadow cast by the Great Pyramid.

Or supposing Paul, having been 
welcomed by Felix, Governor of 
Judea, had been invited by him to 
remain as state counselor, to build 
up ideal institutions for the people 
of his province. What a wonderful 
city could have been constructed!

But instead, Destiny made of 
Paul a wandering pilgrim and ex
hausted his strength and ability in 
visits to scattered handfuls of Be
lievers mostly nondescript as re
gards race, intelligence, and social 
position.

No C h r i s t  d i d  h o t  found an Em
pire, nor Paul a Model City. They 
have played and are still playing a 
more effective part in the life of hu
manity. Paul by his missionary 
work helped to establish the spirit
ual teaching's of his Master ; and by 
his epistles—painfully composed 
in the distraction of endless jour- 
neyings—has enlightened, inspired, 
and helped to perfect innumerable 
human hearts. Paul’s power for 
good remains as immortal as the 
art of printing.

And Jesus, in His Christhood, 
undertook the mission of laying 
the great foundations for all fu
ture structures of organized hu
manity—foundations immaterial
and imperceptible, existing not on 
the outer plane but in the heart of 
man.

By means of Christ’s precepts, 
spiritual teachings, and energizing 
power, humanity has been helped 
to evolve to a plane of higher ca
pacity. Its institutions, expressing 
a spiritually evolving society, have 
become ever more perfect—culmi
nating in the g’reat humanitarian 
movements of the Nineteenth Cen
tury.

Regard for the rights and wel
fare of the individual, prison and 
hospital reforms, humane treat
ment of the insane, the restraint by 
an enlightened society of cruelty 
to children and to animals,—these 
and countless other humane meas
ures reflect the new spirit of hu
manity as evolved under nineteen 
centuries of Christ’s dispensation.

I t i s  a  s l o w  p r o c e s s  ! So slow, so 
heavy the heart of man to move 
forward and upwards, that Christ, 
foreseeing this, wept bitter tears. 
“ I would have gathered you up in
to my infinite Heart of Love,” He 
said, “ but ye would not.”

Slowly, painfully, man has ad
vanced, mounting step by step the 
Path that leads to human perfec
tion as imaged by the Divine. And 
ever, as humanity progresses, new 
and more dazzling structures are 
erected expressive of the heighten
ed capacity.

And now, it would seem, there 
must be a swifter accelerated prog-



TH E BAHA’I MAGAZINE 261

ress. The heart of humanity must 
become more aglow with universal 
love, its spirit more sensitively re
sponsive to divine vibrations—in 
order that it may build enduring- 
structures of Universal Peace, Uni
versal Prosperity, and World 
Brotherhood.

In other words, we must seek 
more earnestly the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and pray that these things 
shall be added unto us. The pos
session of the Spirit guarantees 
growth from within—and in the 
process of such growth, perfect 
forms will inevitably be expressed.

THE LIGHT WITHIN THE LANTERN

K ITE Reality of Christ, that is to say the Word of Grod, 
is the cause of spiritual life. It is a “ quickening 

spirit,” meaning that all the imperfections which come 
from the requirements of the physical life of man, are trans
formed into human perfections by the teachings and educa
tion of that spirit. Therefore Christ was a quickening 
spirit, and the cause of life in all mankind. The position 
of Christ was that of absolute perfection; He made His 
divine perfections shine like the sun upon all believing 
souls, and the bounties of the Light shone and radiated in 
the reality of man. . . . The Reality of Christ was a clear 
and polished Mirror of the greatest purity and fineness, 
and the Sun of Reality—that is to say, the Essence of One
ness with its infinite perfections and attributes—became 
visible in the Mirror.

r p i E  [Christ] loved all humanity, but they treated Him 
IfflJ as an enemy and were incapable of appreciating Him. 
They set no value on His Words, and were not illumined by 
the flame of His Love. . . .  It was not until many years 
after His ascension that they knew Who He was, and at 
the time of His ascension He had only a very few disciples; 
only a comparatively small following believed His precepts 
and followed His Laws. The ignorant said, “ Who is this 
individual; He has only a few disciples?” But those who 
knew said, “ He is the Sun Who will shine in the East and 
in the West. He is the Manifestation Who shall give life to 
the world.” What the first disciples had seen the world 
realized later.

— ’Abdu’ l-Baha.
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BAHA’U’LLAH—THE SUPER-MAN
Z e i n e  N o t t r - t i d - d i n e  Z e i n e

N the latter half of the nine
teenth century there lived a 

man who had a dark and gloomy 
picture of nature and life. For 
him, the world was a scene of bitter 
travail, of never-ending struggle: 
it was a hard and cruel tragedy. 
But instead of fleeing with aversion 
and disgust from the struggle, he 
cried with a mad courage: ‘ ‘ Tied to 
the wheel of things therefore let us 
keep on; ” and he preached the Su
perman. He fearlessly sounded the 
call to abandon all pity and tender 
compassion, to despise love and 
humility, to disregard the tears of 
the disheartened and the laments of 
the wounded, to fight and labor for 
the future, so that in the ages to 
come a nobler race of men, a band 
of heroes may live in this world, 
and man rise to he a God. “ Lo, I 
preach to you the Superman, ’ ’ cried 
his mouthpiece Zarathustra. “ The 
Superman is the meaning of the 
earth.” Friedrich Nietzsche took 
his lesson from Nature and Na
ture’s processes, therefore he con
sidered the Christian love ‘ ‘ a slave- 
morality, a code of submission and 
weakness and disease.”

Nietzsche was born in the year 
1844. In that same year a young- 
man of about twenty-seven years 
of age fearlessly embraced the 
Cause of the Bab, and heralded with 
a mighty resolution the principles 
of that Messenger of God. But 
man is naturally conservative and 
obstinately so ; people cannot easily 
abandon their cherished beliefs of 
centuries long, no matter how copi
ous the mosses of superstition have

grown over them, and how thick the 
weeds of fanaticism have covered 
them. They violently oppose any 
movement that strikes at the core 
of their dogmas and traditions, and 
when they find that it grows and 
begins to live and breathe in the 
hearts of many people, they become 
wildly jealous of it. And jealousy 
leads to hatred, and hatred sets 
the flames of persecution ablaze. 
So the frivolous children of men 
rose against the Promised One of 
all the prophets. They did exactly 
what they had done before to the 
Shepherd of the Valley of the Nile, 
to the young Carpenter of Nazareth, 
to the Camel-Driver of Arabia; 
namely, they despised and rejected 
Him. Once more, the world became 
the scene of a bitter Tragedy, the 
like of which it had never seen be
fore.

The intolerant and bigoted peo
ple of Persia sought every means 
to block the path of Baha’u ’llah’s 
mission. They subjected to the tor
ture of bastinado His tender feet 
that not a thorn had pricked before. 
They threw Him into the dismal 
dungeon of Tihran, and loaded His 
gentle neck with the heaviest chains 
and fetters. Finally, they sacked 
His house and confiscated His prop
erty. This Man who was of a noble 
lineage and wealthy family, who 
spent most of His time in the gar
den or in the fields, had now to 
smell the foul air, the stifling at
mosphere and the putridness of an 
underground gaol. He who once 
was surrounded with ministers and 
people of the Court, had to live dur
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ing four months among thieves and 
murderers in a “ gloomy and loath
some place.” “ In reality a dark 
and narrow cell,” He wrote later, 
“ were far better than the place 
where this wronged one and his 
companions were confined.” Bnt 
the persecntions did not end here: 
this was bnt the first scene of a long 
and heart-breaking tragedy; for 
when once unbridled and aronsed 
the cruelty of man knows no limits 
and his truculence respects no 
boundaries. Accordingly, Balia ’u ’
Hah, accompanied by His family 
and a band of faithful believers was 
exiled to Baghdad, from whence He 
departed alone “ to deserts of soli
tude and spent two years in the 
wilderness of isolation.” But the 
flames of persecution and oppres
sion waxed higher and another tyr
annical actor, the Sultan of Turkey, 
took part in this human drama. 
Thus, after a stay of well nigh 
twelve years at the capital of the 
Abbasid Caliphate, Baha’u ’llah was 
summoned to Constantinople. Con
sequently after three and a half 
months of suffering and hardships, 
He, His family and a number of 
His disciples reached the capital of 
the Ottoman Empire. To make a 
long and doleful story short it is 
enough to say that the prisoners 
were again moved on to Adrianople 
under rain and snow, and from 
thence to the Most Great Prison, 
the “ Metropolis of the Owl”-— 
’Akka—where for two years Baha’
u ’llah lived in a dark cell and for 
seven years in one room.

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  seventy-five, in 
1892, after forty years of living- 
martyrdom, Baha’u ’llah left this

transitory world and stepped into 
His Abha Kingdom.

Here was a Man Who chose the 
shackle and chain and abandoned 
comfort and ease, Who tasted the 
bitterness of violent afflictions and 
oppressions of ungrateful mortals, 
and yet His heart never recoiled. 
He wrote to the King of Persia, 
“ tho weariness should weaken me, 
and hunger should destroy me, tho 
my couch should be made of the 
hard rock and my associates of the 
beasts of the desert, I  will not 
blench, but will be patient as the 
resolute and determined are pa
tient, in the strength of God, the 
King of Pre-existence, the Creator 
of all the nations; and under all 
circumstances I give thanks to 
God. ” He considered the afflictions 
that befell Him as a source of com
fort and happiness, for He saw in 
them “ the gift of the Divine Love.” 
“ In truth I say,” Baha’u ’llah 
wrote, “ whatsoever befalleth in the 
Pathway of the Lord is the well- 
beloved of the soul and the desire 
of the heart. Deadly venom, in His 
Path is but sweetness itself, and 
torment, in His Name, but cool and 
refreshing water.” That is why 
“ in the darkness of the dungeon He 
shone like a star,” and “ in the nar
rowness of the prison, He found the 
spaciousness of a palace. ’ ’ 

Baha’u ’llah never attended any 
school, nor sat at the feet of any 
philosopher: “ I have not studied 
the sciences which men have,” He 
wrote “ neither have I entered the 
colleges.” Yet the power of His 
eloquence and learning can neither 
be competed with nor denied; for 
His education was divine and His 
training spiritual. As Jesus an
swered the Jews who “ marvelled
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saying, How knoweth this man let
ters, having never learned,” “ My 
teaching is not mine, but His that 
sent m e” (Gospel of St. John, Ch. 
VII, V. 15-16), so Baha’u ’llah wrote 
to the Shah of Persia, “ Oh Shah, 
in truth I was an ordinary man 
asleep upon my couch, when the 
breezes of the Most Glorious passed 
over me, giving understanding of 
that which has been. This thing is 
not from me, but from One mighty 
and all-knowing.” Neither wordly 
riches nor material powers did as
sist Him, nay they rather sought 
His destruction. Yet His influence 
grew ever stronger, for “ He drew 
his strength from divine power, 
which always triumphs.” Two 
Eastern monarchs opposed Him— 
they lost their thrones; two West
ern Emperors were heedless of His 
admonitions—they were abased and 
grievous calamities befell their once 
great empires—even as He had 
foretold. The hope of Plis enemies 
was shattered and their efforts 
ruined; naught remains of them but 
“ their histories which express the 
folly of their dreams, their lack of 
understanding, and the inefficiency 
of their deeds.” The more they 
tried to stifle His proclamation and 
to extinguish the flames of His 
teachings, the more they spread, 
burning down before them the 
weeds of prejudice and supersti
tion, removing the barriers of 
ignorance and dispelling whatever 
was dark and sinful in the secret 
places of the human heart.

Surely this Man was more than 
a human being. “ In spite of all dif
ficulties, He was ever in an exalted 
state; His face shone continually. 
He had the presence of a king. One 
cannot imagine any one with more

majesty. One would have said that 
He was enjoying the greatest com
fort. ’ ’ Did Professor E. G. Browne 
not write of Him that His “ piercing 
eyes seemed to read one’s very 
soul; power and authority sat on 
that ample brow; . . . ” that “ He 
. . .  is the object of a devotion and 
love which kings might envy and 
emperors sigh for in vain?” Did 
’Abdu’l-Baha not say of Him that 
“ even those who deny the divinity 
of the Cause do not contest Baha’- 
u ’llah’s greatness, His extraordi
nary power, His universal wisdom; 
in a word that He was a Super
Man 1 ’ ’

B u t  i f  t h e  m o d e r n  skeptic does 
not consider the Life of Baha’u ’llah 
a proof of His superhuman power, 
he can find a living testimony to His 
greatness in the effect that His 
Teachings have produced upon the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
men and women thruout the world. 
For the Teachings of Baha’u ’llah 
are not philosophical doctrines nor 
was He a mere philosopher. Philo
sophy has never accomplished in 
the least degree, anything similar to 
what the teachings of the Prophets 
have done for humanity. The 
Apostle Paul repudiated philosophy 
as not being able to spiritually edu
cate the world, when he wrote in 
his Epistle to the Colossians: “ Be
ware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudi
ments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” From Socrates down to 
Bergson, the world has seen a num
ber of distinguished and eminent 
philosophers. Many of them saw 
the evils of their time, wrote 
against them, and proposed remed-
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ies. B u t o f w h at moral influence 
have their teach ings been? H ave  
they brought an y  peace and h ap 
p iness into the w orld? T h eir 
theories and speculations often  un
intelligib le and “ a  m aster-p iece of 
o b sc u rity ;”  th eir schemes of social 
regeneration, u su a lly , i f  not a lw ays, 
im p racticab le ; th eir system s of 
ethics, “ cold and u n sym p ath e tic ;”  
their m etap h ysical doctrines, a 
m ass of conundrum s, they have 
been o f a tem p o rary  influence. I  
do not sa y  that the w orld  has not 
gained intellectually fro m  philo
sophical teach ings, but I  m aintain  
that philosophy has not spiritually 
influenced hum anity. I t  has n ever 
civilized or anim ated a nation.

On the other hand, M oses, a  sim 
ple shepherd, uneducated and fa r  
fro m  being a  philosopher, “ w as 
able to in stru ct and develop a whole 
nation which had been in a state of 
dem oralization, but which, th ru  H is 
influence reached a  v e ry  enlightened 
c iv ilizatio n .”  Je s u s  C hrist, a hum
ble carpen ter, brought peace and 
happiness and u n ity  am ong the w a r
rin g  and b loodth irsty  tribes and n a
tions that accepted H is m essage. 
The A ra b ia n  P rop h et, an illite ra te  
cam el-driver, who app eared  am ong 
savage  and b arb arou s tribes in  the 
burning sands of the A ra b ia n  P e n 
insula, w as able to ra ise  the A rab  
peoples from  the unfathom able 
depths o f i g n o r a n c e  a  n d 
atrociousness into which they had 
sunk, to the tow ering heights 
o f c ivilization , a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
that, during the M iddle-A ges, c a r
ried  to E u ro p e  the seeds and flowers 
of a rts  and sciences. W hat philo
sopher, w ith  a ll the p arap h ern a lia  
of his learn in g  and w isdom , has 
ever been able to do anyth ing a t a ll

sim ilar to w hat those M en did? 
F in a lly , the clim ax w as reached 
when B a l ia ’u ’llah  ap p eared  in  the 
w orld. D u rin g  w ell-n igh  h a lf  a 
cen tury o f im prisonm ent, cap tiv ity , 
exile, persecution  and oppression, 
He u n fu rled  the banner of the M ost 
G reat Peace, and sounded the call 
o f U n ity , o f the Oneness o f M an
kind and the Oneness of a ll the R e 
lig ion s : ‘ ‘ T h at a ll nations should 
become one in  fa ith , and all m en as 
brothers ; that the bonds o f a ffec
tion and u n ity  between the sons of 
men should be strengthened ; that 
d iv e rs ity  o f religion  should cease, 
and differences o f race be annuled .”  
The resu lt w as th at thousands o f 
people flocked under H is standard , 
and to d ay  hundreds of thousands of 
men and women of different and 
hostile races, creeds, sects and reli
gions have accepted the glorious 
m essage o f B a lia  ’u ’llah, In  the 
w ords o f D r. A lfre d  W . M artin , 
“ this re lig iou s movem ent (the 
B a h a ’i Movement.) has a m illion 
and m ore adherents, including peo
ple fro m  a ll p arts  o f the globe and 
rep resen tin g  a remarkable variety 
of race, color, class and creed.”

Asm  srow, w e  e x  ter , upon a su
prem e and unique featu re  o f B a h a ’- 
u ’lla h ’s Teachings— their u n iver
sality .

Those of us who live  in  the E a s t  
know that fo r  a M uham m adan to 
become a  C hristian , is a ra re  phe
nomenon, and con verse ly ; that it 
is nothing short o f a “ m irac le ”  to 
“ co n vert”  a J e w  to Is la m ; that, in  
b rie f, a ll the effort and eagerness 
and ard o r w ith which the fo llow ers 
of the three g re a t religions, to say  
nothing o f the B u ddhists, have 
tried  to “ ab so rb ”  each other have
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not been o f an y  appreciab le  resu lt. 
B u t the T eachings o f B a h a ’u ’llah  
have draw n together Z o ro astrian s, 
B u d d h ists, C on fucian ists, H indus, 
Je w s , C h ristian s, M uham m adans, 
Skeptics, F reeth in k ers and A th e
ists, and have united them  w ith  
the bonds of love, u nderstanding 
and service. M oreover, the fo l
low ers o f B a h a ’u ’llah  a re  enjoined 
to “ consort w ith a ll the peoples and 
kindreds and relig ion s o f the w orld  
w ith  the utm ost tru th fu ln ess, up
rightn ess, fa ith fu ln ess, kindliness, 
good-w ill and fr ie n d lin ess .”  W hen 
’A b d u l-B ah a  w as once asked  b y  an 
A m erican  jo u rn alist, “ W h at are  
the Teachings o f the B a h a ’i B eve la - 
tion and in  w hat does it  d iffer from  
other relig ions ? ’ ’ H e re p lie d : 
“ W hile a ll the other relig ion s are  
h atin g  and denouncing each other, 
the B a h a ’is  are  the fr ien d s of a ll re 
lig ions and the lo vers of a ll peoples, 
and their aim  is  to unite and h a r
monize all. ”  “  The S p ir it  w hich p e r
vad es the B a h a ’i s , ”  w rote P ro f. 
E .  H. Brow ne, “ is  such that it  can 
h ard ly  fa i l  to a ffect m ost pow er
fu lly  a ll subjected to its  influence. 
L e t  those who have not seen disbe
lieve me i f  they w ill, but should that 
sp ir it  once revea l it se lf  to them, 
they w ill experience an emotion 
they are  not lik ely  to fo rg et. ’ ’ The 
testim ony o f M yron  H . P h elp s is 
not less e xp re ss iv e : “ I f  we analyze 
this sp irit  which p ervad es the 
B a h a ’is, i f  we seek to penetrate 
that which m arks them off from  
other men, the conclusion to which 
we are  brought is  that its  essence 
is expressed  in the one w ord  Love. 
These men are  lovers, lo vers o f 
Hod, o f their M aster and Teacher, 
o f each other, and of a ll m ankind.”  

One or two illu stratio n s m ay  not

be out o f p lace. I t  is  rep orted  that 
once a B a h a ’i said , “ w hen I  w as an 
orthodox M uham m adan, I  used to 
w ash  m y hands a fte r  shaking hands 
w ith  a C h ristian , thinking m yse lf 
p o llu ted ; now  I  w ant to shake hands 
w ith  a ll the w o rld .”  T h is is  only 
one case out o f thousands o f sim ilar 
ones that show the regen eratin g  in
fluence o f B a h a ’u ’lla h ’s Teachings. 
“ W ere you to enter an y  o f the 
B a h a ’i assem blies in  the O rien t,”  
sa id  ’A b d u l-B ah a  in  H is ad d ress to 
“ The S p ir itu a l A llia n c e ”  in  P a r is , 
“ you w ould behold the M ussulm ans, 
B u ddhists, Je w s , C h ristian s and 
Z o ro astrian s associatin g  together 
in  a sp ir it  o f u n ity  and b roth er
hood, to such an extent that no one 
can d ifferen tiate  them  one from  
an o th er.”  S u re ly , the w orld  had 
n ever seen before, such a hetero
geneous group  “ associatin g  to
gether in  a sp ir it  of u n ity  and 
brotherhood.”  No w onder then i f  
a  p hotographer in  P a r is ,  being 
g iven  n egatives o f B a h a ’i  groups 
fro m  In d ia  to be developed and 
printed , would not believe that those 
p ictu res w ere genuine. “ The peo
ple in  these g ro u p s ,”  sa id  he, “ are  
o f such m ixed caste that they could 
n ever be brought together without 
k illin g  one another. T h erefo re  it  is 
evident that these p ictu res are  not 
genu in e.”  The la te  D r. D rey fu s- 
B a rn e y  had to exp la in  to him that 
it  w as the pow er o f B a h a ’u ’llah 
and H is T eachings that had re 
m oved the fee lin gs o f an im osity 
and h atred  that once separated  
those n atives, and had succeeded in 
so changing and renew ing their 
hearts. Is  this not a  superhum an 
pow er? W h at then becomes of 
C h r is t ’s te s t : “ B y  their fru its  ye  
shall know th em ?”
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R e f l e c t in g  w it h  a candid and 
unbiased m ind upon a ll that b as 
been said , tho v e ry  b r ie f and a ll too- 
in ad equ ately  expressed , the con
clusion is  irresistib le  that B a h a ’u ’- 
llah  w as indeed a Super-M an. B u t 
how v a s t ly  d ifferen t from  the S u 
perm an described and preached b y  
N ietzsch e ! Not th ru  the sw ord and 
buckler, not b y  combat and fight
ing, did H e van  the day, but thru 
L ove, the sam e L o ve  that N ietzsche 
called ineffective and w eak and a 
‘ ‘'s lav e -m o ra lity ,”  did He conquer 
the hum an h eart and proclaim  the 
cause o f hum an brotherhood, until 
H is  Nam e has now reached the an ti
podes.

The w orld  is  passing* thru  a b itter 
tra v a il  and social unrest. Su b 
m erged  in the quagm ire of m ater
ia lism , drunk w ith the foo lish  pride 
o f scientific achievem ents, in tox i
cated w ith  national r iv a lry , buried  
in a rtific ia lity , and steeped in  greed  
and com m ercialism , the people of 
the E a r th  are  m arching tow ards 
the edge of a deep and d ark  p reci
pice. T h ey  are  listen ing to songs 
that have  lost their charm  and 
p u r ity ; they “ have joined to w o r
ship s ta rs  of fad ed  splendor and 
have turned in  p ra y e r  unto d ark
ened h orizon s.”  M ore than  fifty  
y e a rs  ago B a h a ’u ’llah  said, “ The 
w orld  is in turm oil and its  a g ita 
tion w axeth  d ay  b y  day. I t s  face  is  
turned tow ards w ayw ard n ess and 
irre lig io n . So  grievou s shall be its  
p light that to disclose it now  w ould 
not be m eet and seem ly. M any 
a d ay  shall p ass ere it  be re lieved  
fro m  its sore tra v a il. ’ ’

I  am  not a pessim ist, n ay, I  have 
a lw ays tried  to take a  m ost hopefu l 
v iew  of the u n iv e rse ; and yet when 
today one looks around and finds

everyw here corru ption  o f ch ar
acter, sp iritu a l le th argy , and m oral 
stagnation, one cannot help think
in g that the w orld  is  headed fo r  
perdition. A la s , surrounded by 
blind and relentless m atter, and a 
skeptic w orld  o f science, how m any 
have lost th eir fa ith  in  a D ivine 
Love, and now only hear

“ It s  m elancholy, long, w ith d raw 
in g  roar,

R etreatin g , to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the v ast 

edges d rear
A nd naked shingles o f the 

w o r ld !”  . . .
U nless hum anity aw akens from  

its deep som nolence; unless it 
hastens to m aster the d read fu l 
fo rces w hich science h as con ferred ; 
unless it recovers aga in  its  soul 
which has been covered up b y  the 
dust and ru st o f m ateria l c iv iliza
tion ; unless it attunes the chords of 
its h eart to heaven ly  m u sic ; unless 
all this happens, nations w ill decay 
and civilization  w ill crum ble. T h ey 
w ill be destroyed  bj^ the sam e forces 
•that built them, like an eagle w ound
ed by its  own feath er. So it has 
been in  the p ast, so it  w ill be in  the 
fu ture. B u t, no, Hod fo rb id , it 
sh all not be so ! The signs o f “ the 
fu lln ess o f t im e ”  have become m ani
fest. The lights of daw n have a l
re ad y  sp read  b right and strong on 
the m ountain tops. The divine 
sp ark  has touched and tran sform ed  
m any h earts. A n  “ A rm y  of L i f e ”  
is grow in g ra p id ly  d ay  b y  day. I t  
w ill not be long ere the Su n  of 
T ru th  shall d issip ate  the dark  
clouds and illum ine the whole of 
hum anity, “ then w ill the D ivine 
S tan d ard  be unfurled , then w ill the 
N ightingale  of H oliness w arble  its 
m elody upon the T ree  o f L i f e . ”
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ALBANIA AND THE DESTINY OF EUROPE
M a r th a  L . E oot

T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  l a s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  o n  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  v i s i t  t o  A l b a n i a ,  t h e  f i r s t  

a r t i c l e  h a v i n g  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  l a s t  m o n t h  d e p i c t i n g  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i v h i l e  t h e  
a r t i c l e  t h i s  m o n t h  f e a t u r e s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  A l b a n i a n s .

H  L B  A N T A  o ffers in terestin g  re 
search  to the student o f re li

gions. T o leratio n  ex ists there as 
it  exists now here else in  E u rop e . 
The M oslem s, the R om an Catholics 
and the G reek O rthodox Catholics 
have learn ed  to liv e  together am ic
ab ly. T w o-th irds o f the population, 
statistics state , are  M uham m adans. 
The Queen M other sa id  that in 
M ati, h er m ountain region, the 
church bells r in g  ont on both 
M oslem  and C h ristian  fe te  days. 
V e r y  often  A lb an ian  children have 
both M oslem  and C h ristian  n a m e s; 
fo r  exam ple, M uham m ad Jo h n  or 
Qazim T h an asi. In  A lb an ia  people 
do not c a rry  in  th eir conversation 
such thoughts as, “ you  are  M uham 
m adan, I  am  R om an C atho lic .”  
T here they do not d ifferen tiate  so 
much between relig ions. A lb an ian s 
have n ever been converted to Islam - 
ism  through coercion exercised  on 
them b y  M oslem  A lb an ian s. In  
m any fam ilies  there are  both C h ris
tian s and M oslem s in  the sam e 
household. A  la w  h as been passed  
in  K in g  Z o g ’s re ign  that a  M oslem  
m ay m a rry  a C h ristian  and a  C h ris
tian  m ay  m a rry  a Moslem.

One m orn ing the w rite r  called 
upon the P rim e  M in ister M r. K o tta , 
when the subject o f re lig ion  came 
into the conversation . She said , “ I  
have ju st  learn ed  to d ay that Con
stantine the G reat, in stitu tor o f the 
C h ristian  E m p ire  itse lf, w as an 
A lban ian . C e rta in ly  E u ro p e  h as 
A lb an ia  to thank fo r  the prom otion

of the g re a t sp iritu a l c iv ilization  
o f the w estern  w o rld .”  M r. K o tta  
replied , “ Y e s , that is  true, and it  is  
also true that i f  Scanderbeg  had 
not resisted  the T u rk ish  in vasion  
fo r  so m any y e a rs , M uham m adan
ism  w ould have sw ept E u ro p e . Con
stantinople had  fa lle n  and the little  
K ingdom  of A lb an ia  fo r  a  lon g tim e 
w as the only b u lw ark  o f C h ristian 
ity  and w estern  c iv ilization  in  the 
B a lk a n s .”

The P rim e M in ister sa id  some
thing else that we as B a h a ’is  believe 
to o : “ B u t M uham m ad also  brought 
a g re a t civ ilization  to the A rab s, 
H is re lig ion  w as a g re a t contribu
tion to sp iritu a l cu ltu re .”

M r. K o tta  to ld  me that H is  M a
je s ty  Zog I  is a  Sunnite M uham 
m adan, v e ry  liberal, and his M a je sty  
h as s a id : “ I  do not care  w hether 
m y people are  M uham m adans, 
Catholics or G reek O rthodox, if  
they are  lo ya l A lb an ian s. R elig ion  
is a  p riv a te  m a tte r .”  One o f their 
poets, the p atrio t W assa  P a sh a , ex
p ressed  this sam e A lb an ian  id ea l in 
verse , the thought o f w hich i s :

“ Wake up, ye Albanians, wake up, 
Become united in a single faith; 
Priests and mullahs are trying to 

fool you
So as to keep you divided and en

slaved;
Let not mosques and churches keep 

you apart,
The true religion of the Albanian is 

his national ideal!”
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T here is  an  instance in  the h is
to ry  o f th is cou ntry when a  police 
g u ard  consisting o f two hundred 
M oslem s functioned su ccessfu lly  
under the com m and of a  C h ristian  
C hief. One C atholic p asto r and his 
dock helped some M oslem s build  a 
mosque. Of course there are  some 
religious p re ju d ices in  e very  coun
try , but who know s? The A lb an 
ians tra in ed  b y  centuries o f M uham 
m adans, R om an C atholic and C reek  
O rthodox C atholics w orkin g  to
gether, som etim es fightin g together 
to save  their race, m ay  be ju st the 
people w ith  g re a t cap acity  to p ro 
mote u n iversa l p rin cip les fo r  w orld  
unity. One fe e ls  a  yearn in g  love 
fo r the A lb an ian  people. W hen St. 
P a u l preached Je s u s  C h r is t ’ s teach
ings to them in  D urazzo and other 
places, they listened  and believed. 
A lb an ia  gave  to the w orld  not only 
Constantine the G reat, but she gave 
also S t. Je ro m e  who tran slated  the 
H o ly  Scrip tu res fro m  G reek into 
L atin , and she g av e  P o p e  S y lv este r. 
W hat she has done once she m ay do 
again  in  this u n iv ersa l cycle ju st 
opening.

The A lb an ian s s a y : “ A n yth in g  
which is  exact and u se fu l is  w el
come. W e do not have  preju d ices 
and we welcom e an yth in g  w hich w ill 
im prove our condition. W hen the 
w rite r talked w ith  the editor of 
•' Gazetes se R e. ”  ( ( ‘ The N ew  N ew s

p a p e r” ) about B a l ia ’u ’lla h ’s P r in 
ciples fo r  u n ity  in  re lig ion s and the 
abolishing of p re ju d ices, he w rote 
an artic le  in  the issu e  o f Septem ber 
third, under the title, “ The B a h a ’i 
Teachings take the G od-part of a ll 
the religions. ’ ’ T h is editor said  he 
liked w hat B a h a ’u ’llah  w rote about 
studying a ll re lig ion s to find the 
T ru th  fo r  oneself. H e sa id  he w ould

read  the w orks of B a h a ’u ’llah  and 
perhap s he w ould find other state
m ents w ith  w hich he could agree.

The A lb an ian s use the expression  
“ little  b y  l it t le ”  so often, and the 
w rite r  thinks this p o licy  is  the sec
ret of th eir success. N othing is  
done in  a h u rry . A  y e a r  ago the 
Queen M other and the P rin cesses 
la id  asid e  the v e il and began  to  
w ear h ats. The M uham m adans had 
a g re a t C on gress in  T ira n a  and 
voted some social re fo rm s, one of 
which w as that the v e il should be 
abolished. The C h ief of the Con
g ress declared that the v e il had 
nothing* to do w ith  relig ion . The 
rich  and well-to-do wom en in A l
bania w ear hats. The wom en in 
T iran a , on Septem ber first, did not 
step out on th eir balconies to w atch 
the p arad e  unless they had on hats.

The w rite r  also  w as in  T ira n a  the 
day the law  w as put into effect that 
wom en should no longer w ear the 
ch arsh af over the head. F o r  n e ar
ly  five hundred y e a rs  this coat or 
cloak w as w orn  pulled  over the face  
so that only one eye showed. Som e 
v e ry  old wom en who had  come in  
from  the country to the post office 
that m orning w ere v e ry  upset. T h ey  
w ore the cloak d rag g in g  on the 
ground. P o o r dears ! T h ey  had not 
ye t learn ed  that there is  a  w orld  
beyond T ira n a  and D urazzo w here 
women go about w ith  both eyes (and 
m ore) show in g! The p ro gressive  
wom en sa y  that w hen fo re ign ers 
come to their country they see the 
poor w ith  ve ils  and think that a ll 
A lb an ia  is  still w earin g  the veil. 
W ell, the hats a t the R o y a l C ourt on 
Septem ber first  w ere P a r i s ’ best 
creations !

The G reek O rthodox Catholic 
Church also  has re fo rm s. A  Con
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g ress w as held  in  K o rc h a  this sum 
m er, and there th ey com pleted the 
w ork begun in  19 2 2  o f sep aratin g  
defin itely fro m  the P a tr ia rc h  in 
Constantinople. N ow  th is A lb an ian  
Church has a “ Syn o d  o f A lb a n ia ”  
that w ill rep resen t the H ead  of the 
Church.

B ran ch ed  off fro m  the Sunnite 
M uham m adans is  a  sect or group 
in A lb an ia  who call them selves 
“ B e k ta sh is .”  T h is is  a  m onastic 
order and th eir p rie sts  are  called 
d erv ish es; unlike the re g u la r M u
ham m adan c lergy, these dervishes 
are  celibates and en tire ly  devoted to 
the re lig iou s life . T h ey  are  gro u p 
ed around their m onasteries w ith  a 
“ b a b a ”  (fa th e r) as th eir head. One 
o f their m ost im portant m onasteries 
is that in  K alkan d elen . The 
B e k tash i doctrine is  a  secret d is
cipline which is revea led  fu lly  only 
to m em bers. I  h ear that its  the
ology is  pan theistic  and as such, it 
is  in tolerant to a ll fo rm alism . I t  
hates a ll h a rrie rs  th at d ivide souls 
fro m  one another and fro m  God. 
I t  finds the w a y  to union w ith  God 
in  a u n iversa l love and gen eral 
tolerance. The ethics o f the B e k 
tash is attem pt to substitute the ex
tern al m o ra lity  o f p recepts and 
commandments b y  some p rin 
ciples o f u n iv ersa l ch arity  and 
brotherhood.

P e rh ap s it w ould be w ell to quote 
the exact w ords o f M r. Constantine 
A . Chekrezi, h im self an  A lban ian , 
who took h is A . B . degree in  H a r 
vard . H e s a y s : “ The B ektash is, 
or D eform ed M oslem s, w hich in 
clude a la rg e  p a r t  o f the M oslem  
population in  A lb an ia , constitute 
the P ro testan t elem ent o f Islam ism . 
The rise  o f this group  m arks a lib 
era l reaction  aga in st the fan atic ism

and the rig o ro u s ru les of the fa ith  
o f M uham m ad. The B ek tash is  are  
free-th in kers and skeptics in  re lig i
ous m a tte rs ; th eir b e lie f is  imbued 
w ith  a  p u re  h u m anitarian  philo
sophy and th ey  lead  a life  of re li
gious contem plation. T h eir doc
trines a re  borrow ed m ain ly  from  
the Sto ics and they have cast off 
e very  ritu a l o f the M oslem  fa ith .”  
I  observed that the M uham m adans 
in A lb an ia  consider the B ek tash is 
as a sep arate  sect, fo r  they did not 
invite them  to their M uham m adan 
C ongress th is summer.

E v e n  aprop os o f re lig ion  it  is 
only n atu ra l to w onder whom this 
svelte, strong-m inded, strong-w illed  
K in g  Z og  I  o f the A lb an ian s w ill 
m arry . Should  he ever choose an 
Ita lia n  C h ristian  P rin ce ss  the 
northern fightin g tribes o f A lb an ia  
are  E om an  C atholics and would 
p robab ly  approve. The southern 
peace-loving M oslem s m ight p er
haps let it  p ass  unchallenged, but 
this is  not sure. H is  path  is  not 
easy  in  m arriag e , in  religion , in  a f 
fa ir s  o f state, but h is rem arkable 
d iplom acy has brought him  sa fe ly  
so fa r .

The K in g ’s m eteoric career is a 
dram a m ore im pellin g  than a  p lay  
before the footlights. H e has been 
a young sold ier, a  C aptain , a  M in
iste r o f W ar, a M in ister o f In terio r, 
a P rim e  M in ister, a  P resid en t and 
now a king. A hm ed Zogu  came to 
T iran a  as a conqueror on Decem ber 
24, 1925, a fte r  he had  quelled a  re 
bellion and expelled  P a n  N oli, re 
vo lutionist lead er who had  attached 
h im self to the B o lsh ev iks. A hm ed 
Zogu found A lb a n ia ’s tre a su ry  
e m p ty ; m atters w ere in  a  desperate 
situation. T h ere  w ere no communi
cations, road s w ere only a fe w  tern-
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p o ra ry  m akesh ifts le ft  b y  the occu
pation  arm ies. T h ere  w as no re 
liab le  police force , no sa fe ty  o f life . 
T h ere  w ere b rigan d s in  the land. 
Tw o A m erican s had ju st been killed  
on the ro ad  fro m  T ira n a  to Scu tari.

Then th is is  w hat h appened : in  
three m on ths’ tim e A hm ed Zogu 
had  signed a  contract w ith  an 
Ita lia n  financial group fo r  the loan 
o f ten m illion  do llars fo r  the foun
dation  o f a bank o f state. B y  the 
m iddle o f M arch  in  this sam e y e a r  
an A ssem b ly  fo r  a Constitution had 
been form ed and A hm ed Zogu  p ro 
claim ed P resid en t of the R epublic  
o f A lb an ia . In  Ju n e  a P arliam en t 
w as called  and these two conven
tions sanctioned. T ow ard s the end 
o f th is y e a r  1926, h igher officers 
came fro m  I t a ly  to help A lb an ia  or
ganize an  arm y.

Then suddenly in  N ovem ber, 
1926, a  new  revolution  begins in  the 
north. I t  is v e ry  dangerous, fo r  the 
in su rgen ts come to w ith in  fo u r 
m iles o f S cu tari. I f  S c u tar i fa lls  
a ll is  lost. A hm ed Zogu h ad  only a 
fe w  re g u la r  so ld iers, but he sent 
w ith  them  irre g u la r  troops fro m  the 
m ountains of D ib ra  and M ati, and 
the rebellion w as put down. A ll

E u ro p e  and A lb an ia  too w as su r
p rised  in  th is sam e w eek to h ear 
that the F i r s t  T re a ty  o f T ira n a  had 
been signed. T h is w as not an  ord i
n a ry  tre a ty  o f fr ien d sh ip  w ith  Ita ly , 
but in  th is tre a ty  I t a ly  gu aran tees 
the regim e of A hm ed Zogu  aga in st 
a ll revolutions a t home and danger 
abroad. The whole w orld  w as ex
cited over this.

U p to this tim e A hm ed Zogu  had 
not had a g re a t arm y. H e had  only 
w ished a  good police force , but now 
he in vited  ten or tw elve B r it is h  o f
ficers to come to A lb an ia  and o r
ganize the police fdrce. I t  is  o r
ganized som ewhat as an  arm y. 
Then the governm ent began  to g ive  
h a lf  its  budget to the a rm y  develop
ment, and now the a rm y  is  v e ry  
m odern, w ell train ed  and w ell 
equipped.

A nother su rp rise  cam e to the 
w orld  when on N ovem ber 22, 1927 , 
a Second T re a ty  W ith  T ira n a  w as 
announced. T h is is  a  m ilita ry  a l
liance w ith  Ita ly , and a stron g  a rm y  
guaran tee aga in st revolution. On 
Septem ber first, 1928, A hm ed Zogu 
w as m ade Z o g  I, K in g  o f the A l
banians. B y  th is w ord in g  the A l
ban ian  m in orities throughout the 
woidd can fe e l they a re  rem em bered.

A l l  m a n k i n d  i s  b u t  o n e  f o l d ,  a n d  G o d ,  t h e  K i n d l y  S h e p h e r d ,  l o v i n g  u n t o  a l l  o f  t h e m .  

F o r  i f  H e  l o v e d  t h e m  n o t ,  H e  w o u l d  h a v e  c r e a t e d  t h e m  n o t ,  n e i t h e r  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e m ,  

n o r  p r o t e c t e d  t h e m ,  n o r  e v e n  n u r t u r e d  t h e m .  F o r  i n a s m u c h  a s  H e  h a s  v o u c h s a f e d  a l l  

t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  u n t o  t h e m ,  H e ,  o f  a  c e r t a i n t y ,  l o v e t h  t h e m ,  o n e  a n d  a l l .

T h i s  i s  b u t  T r u t h  i t s e l f ,  m a n i f e s t  e v e n  a s  t h e  s u n ,  t h e  l i g h t  w h e r e o f  n o n e  c a n  

d e n y .  T h i s  i s  v e r i l y  t h e  W a y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  W a y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  H i s  W a y .  I t  

b e h o o v e t h  u s  o n e  a n d  a l l ,  t o  w a l k  i n  H i s  w a y s ,  a n d  n o t  i n  t h e  w a y s  o f  m e n . ”

— ’A b d u ’ l - B a h d .
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STEPS TOWARD THE LARGER LIFE
W a l t e r  B . G u y , M . L).

S H E  trav e le r  on l i f e ’ s p ath w ay 
seeking peace, jo y , fru itio n  of 

l i f e ’s purpose, o ften  w anders lonely, 
desolate and lo s t ; looking fo r  w hat 
he knows not, ye t ever d issatisfied  
at the p ro gress m ade and the en
vironm ent about him. H e is out of 
p lace, as it  w ere, am ongst h is own 
kind.

A  m ore or less constant fee lin g  of 
d issatisfactio n  envelops him , and 
d istrau gh t, irr itab le — his intim ate 
com panions ofttim es fe e l em bar
rasse d  b y  h is presence, w hich fu r 
ther em phasizes h is d iscom fort and 
in creases h is sense of isolation.

I t  is  to the one thus bew ildered 
th at these w ords are  ad d ressed : 
that one who is  seeking fo r  sa tis 
faction  in  l i f e ; fo r  a la rg e r  consci
ousness ; that one, who, beating 
aga in st the b ars  of sensuality, the 
fu tility  o f m ere anim al existence, 
and flu ttering inside of the cage of 
m ortal life  longs, in  truth , to a tta in  
sp iritu a l developm ent and thereby 
become conscious o f the w orld  of 
re a lity , though he m ay  not fu lly  
understand the sp iritu a l n atu re of 
his struggle .

T o  such a one I  w ould sa y  that 
there is a w orld  o f re a lity ; a  w orld  
of jo y , truth  and perfection . A n d  
that the above m entioned condition 
o f d isillu sion  and d issatisfactio n  
are  but the n atu ra l phenomena that 
precede the b irth  to a la rg e r  and 
h ap p ier consciousness.

In  fact, i f  we look closely into 
evolution, we shall realize  m ore and 
m ore as we p ro gress a long the p ath 
w a y  that leads to truth— that evolu

tion p er se is  not so m uch an evolu
tion of form , but in  a tru e r and 
m ore in terio r sense a process o f ex
pansion o f consciousness fro m  k ing
dom to kingdom , and as life  goes 
fo rw a rd  on its  destined p ath  m ore 
com plex vehicles are  dem anded fo r  
its  e xp re ss io n ; m ore h ig h ly  evolved 
organ ism s are  n ecessary  fo r  the life  
consciousness to function  m ore p er
fectly .

I f  we take this point o f v iew , we 
can then re ad ily  see that the u nrest 
and d issatisfactio n  o f life  and en
vironm ent are  but the n ecessary  
phenom ena p re p a ra to ry  to b irth  
into a  la rg e r  w orld  than  that in  
which we now  live.

The low  fo rm s o f an im al ex ist
ence are  but d im ly aw are  of their 
environm ent but as w e go u pw ard  
in  the scale of life  we find an ever 
in creasin g  consciousness o f en vir
onment and ad justm ent thereto. 
The plodding p easan t lean ing  on 
h is hoe but d im ly senses the beaut
ies of nature, w hile to the sp iritu a l 
mind, the g lo ry  o f natu re  in  its  
w ondrous changes o f color, fo rm  
and light, is  fu ll o f the love and 
beau ty  and pow er o f its  C reator. 
T here is  no lim itation  to perfection , 
to truth , to true jo y  and happiness, 
except the lim itation  o f our cerebral 
consciousness, or m ental capacity.

T h is consciousness, how ever, is  
not a stable, fixed quantity. I t s  p er
fect expression  is  not g iven  to the 
fo rtu n ate  few , but on the co n trary  
is  the h eritage  o f a ll m ankind. 
Science has con clu sively  proven  
that a ll races o f men, fro m  the
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A fr ic a n  ju n gle  to the g re a t u n iver
sities, have an innate cap ac ity  fo r  
developm ent and achievem ent.

W e are  re liab ly  in form ed  that 
only a sm all portion  o f the cells in 
the g ra y  la y e r  o f the b ra in  a re  put 
into use, and that th erefore  in  e very  
one of us, there a re  untold possib ili
ties fo r  g re a ter achievem ent, ex
pression , and attainm ent to those 
things that m ake fo r  the true re a li
ties and which alone b rin g  to us con
tentm ent and jo y  o f liv in g . L e t  us 
then realize m ore and m ore each 
d ay  that th is unrest, th is yearn in g  
fo r  better things, th is longing fo r  a  
happier and m ore p erfect exp res
sion, is a n ecessary  process ere we 
can step into the la rg e r  life .

H is H oliness B a h a  ’u ’llah  h as said  
that this stru ggle  fo r  freedom  from  
se lf is the state that m ust be ac
quired ere we p ass  on to g re a ter 
happiness. In  the P ro lo gu e  to H is 
book, the “ Seven  V a lle y s ”  H e tells 
us that w ere we to taste  the fru it  of 
sp iritu a l know ledge and advance
ment, we w ould be constantly y e arn 
ing fo r  the so u l’s grow th  above the 
earth ly  abode and dwell in the re a li
ties o f existence.

I I

I t is  a m a n if e s t  tru ism  that a ll 
the w orld  is  seeking happiness, ye t 
only a  fe w  atta in  thereto. M ost of 
m ankind, believing w ealth  is  the 
g re a t desideratum , long p assion 
ate ly  fo r  its  possession. T h ey  ig 
nore the truth  ex istin g  everyw here, 
nam ely, that w ealth  o f it se lf  does 
not in crease the m easu re o f m an ’s 
content to a n y  appreciab le  degree, 
as evidenced b y  the in san ities, su i
cides, and vario u s m ental psychoses 
am ong the w ealth y o f a ll classes.

Others seek happiness in  the p u r
suit o f “ p le a su re .”  Onr cabarets 
n igh tly  are  filled w ith  habitues seek
ing the g lare  o f ligh ts and n o isy  jazz 
syncopations w ith  their gro ss ap 
peal. A n d  likew ise there is  m ore or 
less reso rt to artific ia l and alcoholic 
stim ulation. T hese but create a 
tem porary  exh ilaratio n  and fo rg e t
fu lness o f troubles or unfilled de
sires. Som e seek happiness in con
stant and ofttim es aim less travel. 
T h ey go from  p lace to place, ye t are 
ever filled w ith  unsatisfied  longings 
and desires.

Not in these or sim ilar w ays can 
that which w ill s a t is fy  be found. 
H ow  then is true happiness or 
re a lity  attained  t

W e find m entioned by great 
teachers of the p ast, definite state
ments that there is a state o f con
sciousness in w hich sorrow  and de
sp a ir  are  unknown or overcom e, 
and true contentm ent reigns. I t  is 
va r io u s ly  known as A b rah am ’s- 
bosom, P a ra d ise , N irvan a , the 
K ingdom  of H eaven, the K ingdom  
of A bha or G lory . To the one who 
attains, is  prom ised  an eternal life , 
freedom  fro m  the -wheel of— w hat is 
called l i fe ;  a ll tears  are  w iped 
aw ay, and existence is no longer 
fre t fu l and fru itle ss , but goes on in
stead to ever g re a te r  achievem ent 
and fru ition .

The w ay, th ey say , is  ever the 
same, nam ely— b y  the g iv in g  up in 
to ta lity  o f the d esires o f the ego, 
the flesh and the w orld  and all they 
o ffer to m ankind in  the w a y  o f fam e, 
riches, w ealth, ease, com fo rt; and, 
i f  need be, even re latives and 
frien d s are  to become o f secondary 
consideration. The w ill, instead, is 
centered w holly  on the attainm ent 
o f the p ea rl o f  g re a t price , or in
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other w ords, the life  everlasting*.
’A b d u ’l-B a h a  has v e ry  beauti

fu lly  exp lained  this law  of sacrifice 
— how the m in eral is  taken up and 
ra ised  to the vegetab le  kingdom ; 
the vegetable or fru it  to the an im al; 
and the anim al as it  is  sacrificed to 
and eaten b y  m an, is  in  its  essence 
ra ised  to the hum an kingdom. 
E volution , H e said , does not stop 
w ith  attainm ent to the human, but 
still another kingdom  aw aits us, 
nam ely, the S p ir itu a l, or as H e 
term ed it, the K in gd om  of R ea lity . 
The u pw ard  u rg e  is  that which 
causes the discontent and d isillu 
sionment o f hum an l i f e ; and as the 
sp irit o f m an becomes too la rg e , as 
it w ere, fo r  the n atu ra l hum an en
vironm ent, it  seeks la rg e r  exp res
sion. S tru g g lin g  to escape from  
the lim itations o f its  vehicle, it 
str ives in articu la te ly  fo r  its  true 
home.

How, then, is  th is attained?
The w riter, in  a  w ell rem em bered 

in terview , in  19 12 ,  w ith  ’A bduT- 
B ah a , asked H im  this sam e v e ry  
im portant question. The re p ly  w as 
that through an y  channel of un
selfish serv ice  th is kingdom  w as 
gained. T hrough  m usic, art, phil- 
anthrophy, through science. A ll 
w ays that took the fo rm  of unselfish 
service  fo r  the m oral u p lift  of hu
m anity, w ere but roads to sp iritu al 
life  and its  attainm ent.

The S p eak ers or R ev ea le rs  of the 
W ord stand as B eacon  L ig h ts  in  the 
darkness of in tellectu ality  and the 
desert of m ateria listic  philosophy. 
The}q in  T h eir sublim e self-detach
ment stand as M igh ty  T rees in  the 
desert of a im less lives and sterile 
pursuits. T h eir  all-em bracing love 
g ives shelter to the w e a ry  one.

T h eir d ivine u tterances a re  food 
and drink to the h u n gry  and 
th irs ty  ones. A n d  com forted and 
re fresh ed  the p ilg rim s o f earth , 
n o longer w anderin g  a m o n g  
m irages o f sin fu l p leasu re  or rocks 
o f d espair, trav e l sw ift ly  and su re ly  
to the T ru e  Home w here love is 
k in g ; jo y  is  enthroned; and life  
eternal is  theirs. F o r  in  the M es
senger o f L ove, the W a y  is  found, 
the search  is  ended, the h eart is  i l 
lum ined and the jo u rn ey  begun. 
“ K n ee l down and thank God that 
you  have  been in vited  to enter into 
H is K in g d o m ,”  sa id  ’A bduT -B aha.

I l l

In  “ T h e  S e v e n  V a lley s , ”  B ah a- 
’u ’llah  has w ritten  that, “ In  this 
jo u rn ey  the trav e le r w ill reach  no 
destination w ithout patience nor 
w ill he atta in  to h is a im .”

S te a d fa stly  plodding fo rw a rd , 
undism ayed b y  fa lls , tests or f a i l 
u res, ever seeking the sp iritu a l 
heights, the p ilg rim  is  cheered on
w ard  b y  these illum inating w ords 
in  the Q u r’an— “ Those who strive  
strenu ously  fo r  us we w ill a ssu red 
ly  d irect them into our w ays. ’ ’ The 
jo u rn ey  is  begun alone and yet not 
alone, fo r  although unseen, the eye 
of L o ve  p e rce iv e s ; though unheard, 
an ever-present V oice g u id es; the 
in effab le revea led  W ord  g ives 
pow er.

I t  is  w ritten  in  the “ V oice o f the 
S i le n c e :”  “ Behold  0  H a p p y  P i l 
grim , the p o rta l that faces thee is 
h igh  and wide, seems easj^ o f access. 
The road  that leads there through 
is stra ig h t and smooth in the green. 
’T is  like a sunny glade in the d ark  
fo re st depths, a  spot on earth  m ir-
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rored  fro m  A m it-A b h a ’s P arad ise . 
T here n igh tin gales of hope and 
b irds o f rad ian t plum age sing, 
perched in  green  bow ers, chanting 
success to fe a r le ss  p ilg r im s .”  So 
it is  w ith  the beginning o f the road. 
J o y  su rges in the heart. Songs 
sp rin g  from  the soul. C elestia l 
ligh t beam s o ’er the candidate fo r  
sp iritu a l l ife  and a ll seem s serene.

B u t not fo r  long. The se lf that 
h as to die, the se lf that has to be 
given  up fo r  the g re a te r  s e lf ;  the 
low er instincts that have to be 
p laced on the a lta r  a s  w as the ram  
in  place o f Isa a c — stru ggle  fo r  ex
istence. The w orld  that is depised 
offers that w hich it  p rev io u sly  de

nied— w ealth, fam e, com fort, fr ie n d 
ships, the jo y  o f the flesh. These 
w ill not be silent but dem and their 
accustom ed tribute. F a tig u e , g r ie f  
and d e sp a ir  loom  ahead, obscure 
and darken  the p ath w ay to the 
heights of d ivine unity. Doubt 
w hispers and a rd o r is  chilled. I s  it 
w o rth w h ile ?  I s  it  true? A m  I  not 
one o f the m an y fools su fferin g  
fro m  illu sion? F r ie n d s  p lead  and 
others deride— I s  it true? I s  it 
true ?

I V

“ Man, k n o w  t h y s e l f / '  is  as true 
today as when w ritten  two thousand 
y e ars  ago. A n d  in  this jo u rn e y  o f 
d iscovery  o f the true se lf, such 
know ledge is  im portant. D own the 
ages wo find records o f those wTho 
sought and fo u n d ; also  other rec
ords o f those who fa iled , and in 
fa ilin g  like L u c ife r  in  the ancient 
a llegory , f e l l  fro m  the heights of 
bliss to the darkness o f sensuality  
and unbelief.

The tw enty-th ird  P sa lm  o f D av id  
is a com plete epitome of the jo u rn ey  
from  se lf to the re a l self.

In  e ve ry  age  m an is  linked to God 
by G o d ’ s A ppointed  S e rv an t. Men 
of sorrow’s and acquainted -with 
g rie f, ever showing fo rth  D ivine 
L o v e  and through utter d e feat a t
ta in in g  to the fu lle st v icto ry . These 
are  the G a te s ; the W a y ; the S ad rat- 
el-M ontahas. So  in the aforem en 
tioned So n g  of D av id  we find the 
jo yo u s declaration  o f one who 
through sore tra v a il had fo u n d  the 
goal. ‘ ‘ The L o rd  is m y Shepherd, ’ ’ 
(therefore) “ I  shall not w a n t.”  
O vershadow ed b y  that D iv in e L o ve  
and B ad ian ce  a ll true w ealth  w as 
his. L e d  by the M ost H igh , he 
found, “ Green p astu res and still 
w aters. ’ ’ L e d  b y  that D iv in e  H and 
he “ w alked in  the path  o f rig h t
eousness fo r  h is n am e’s sa k e ,”  that 
is fo r  H is  L o v e ’s sake.

A n d  yet the darkness m ust come ; 
the v a lle y  o f the shadow  m ust be 
tro d ; fo r  the low er instincts and de
sires m ust die. So  D avid  nam ed it  
the “ V a lle y  of the Shadow  of 
D eath .”

T here are  two th ings m entioned 
which support the p ilg rim  through 
this v a lle y , nam ely, “ T h y  B o d  and 
th y  S t a f f ” — the R o d  o f the L a w ; 
im plicit obedience to the D ivine 
L a w  is ob ligatory, fo r  the sp iritu a l 
and m oral law s declared and renew 
ed from  age to age, are  fo r  the p ro 
tection o f m en ; and “ Thy Staff” is 
that which su pports in  tim e o f dan
ger. H is H oliness B a h a ’u ’llah 
nam ed it  the strong rope, the firm  
handle. A nother tim e it  is  the A rk , 
and those who enter in  a re  p ro 
tected and safe . In  the C ovenant of 
Je s u s  or the prom ises o f God,
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through. Je s u s — we find these w ords 
— “ K n o ck  and it  shall be opened 
unto y o u ; seek and ye  shall fin d .”  
I t  is  the love of the disciple fo r  his 
L o r d  and the L o ve  o f the L o rd  fo r  
the stru gglin g  one seem ingly tra v e l
in g  alone in  the darkness, seeking 
the fe e t of h is L o rd . B a h a ’u ’llah, 
in  the “ Seven  V a lle y s ”  instructs 
th at, “ In  a ll the jo u rn e ys the 
tra v e le r  m ust not deviate even fo r  
a h a ir ’s b read th ”  from  the re lig i
ous life , from  divine truth  and the 
f r u it  or teachings o f h is L o rd . K is  
hope, Ms success, h is attainm ent 
depends alone in, “ A b id in g  in  the 
secret place of the M ost H ig h ” —• 
the love and ap p ro va l o f h is L o rd —  
and in  that A rk  of P rotectio n  he 
finds, as w as w ritten  so m any cen
tu ries  ago, that when overshadow ed 
h y  th is all-enveloping L o ve , he tru ly  
dw ells under the Shadow , (or the 
p ro tectin g  care) o f the A lm ighty . 
“ F o r  the L o rd , h is L o rd , is his 
re fu ge  and strength, and under
n eath  are  the everlastin g  A rm s .”

V

T h e  G ate  is  pa ssed ;  the way is  
found. Undaunted b y  shadow  and 
gloom , fa lls  and tem ptations, the 
P ilg r im  p asses on. The greatest 
sin a t this stage  o f the jo u rn ey  is 
g iv in g  up or looking b a ck w ard ; fo r

he who putteth h is hand to the plow 
and looking back, is  not w orth y  o f 
the K ingdom , and w ill, like  L o t ’ s 
w ife , crystalize  into dead sa lt— and, 
life less, enter the ab yss o f despair 
and fu tile  longing.

“ C a rry  O n”  is  the cry , even when 
life  is b lackest and the v ictory  
seems im possible. The darkness 
that m ust recur o ver and over aga in  
is  hut the smoke o f destruction of 
sensual life  burn ing in  the fire  of 
the L o ve  o f God; the darkness of 
doubt and ignorance. I s  it  not w r it
ten that, “ God is  as a  consum ing 
f ir e ? ”  E ’re  the fe e t  can tread  the 
sp iritu al heights, earth ly  and sen
su al attribu tes m ust needs be con
sumed.

A g a in  in  the “ Seven  V a lle y s ”  it 
is  w ritte n :— “ W hen a sincere lover 
and agreeable  fr ie n d  attain s to the 
m eeting o f the B e lo ved  and D esired  
One, a  fire is  enkindled fro m  the 
radiance of the beau ty  o f the be
loved and the heat o f the h eart of 
the lo ver which consumes a ll cover
ings and v e ils ;  N a y  w hatever is 
w ith in  him, even m arro w  and skin 
w ill thereby be burnt and naught re 
m ains except the F r ie n d .”

This, then, is the G o a l; this is 
the atta in m en t; th is is the complete 
blending of m an w ith  God, and God 
w ith  man. T h is is  the eternal life  
and its  fu ll perfection .

‘ ‘ May we share m the divine bounties of the Kingdom. May the 
wot id be for you no obstacle hiding the Sun of Truth from your sight, 
as the human body of Christ hid H is D ivinity from the peovle of 
His Day.”  L

—  ’A h  dm ’l-Baha.
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Modern Womanhood in 
Japan

❖

Japanese twin medical students, 
friends of Miss Agnes Alexander, 
Baha’i teacher residing in Japan. These 
sisters were the first to enter the Wo
man’s Medical College near Tokyo.

These progressive Japanese maidens 
are ardent Esperantists.

In an article by them published in 
the November Baha’i Magazine, they 
advocated the study of Esperanto by 
all scientists.
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A VISIT TO A BAHA’I GARDEN
D oris M cK ay

H E  w ent out of the house by 
w a y  of a dedicated garden  

door and stood looking down upon 
a B a h a ’i gard en  that Septem ber 
m orning. The m ellow  slanting light 
o f autum n w as in  the sunshine 
w hich poured down its b lessing 
upon it  to be caught in  the sparkle 
o f dev/. W e saw  a sea o f upturned 
faces of flow ers w hile in  the m idst 
o f them  St. F ra n c is  o f A ss is i stood 
holding a b ird  in  h is hand, and w ith 
a s p ra y  of iv y  drap in g  h is somber 
robe.

H ere  w as a garden  built in the 
sp ir it  o f the gardens at H a ifa —  
H a ifa  w here the trad ition  o f g a r
dens liv in g  in the h eart of the young’ 
G u ard ian  o f the B a h á ’i  C ause has 
caused beau tifu l verd u re  to spread  
u p w ard  over the w ilderness of the 
M t. C arm el slopes. U nder h is di
rection  gardens so lo vely  have 
blossom ed there that stran gers 
throng these paths seeking a  lost 
beauty.

In  the garden  in  P a lestin e  had 
w alked  a w hite robed figure fo l
low ed freq u en tly  b y  a devoted old 
garden er. ’A b d u ’l-B ah á  had bent 
H is  beloved face  above the flowers 
there, had eaten the choice oranges 
o ffered  H im  in  prid e  b y  the old 
se rv an t who la te r  w ould have slain  
h im self w hen H is M aster w alked 
there no m ore. The young G u ard 
ian  w alks there now  speaking w ith 
the tongue of w isdom  to v is ito rs  
fro m  east and w est.

In  P e rs ia  there had been gardens 
o f g re a t splendor in the childhood 
home o f B a h á ’u ’lláh. In  G o d ’s

Nam e w as the youth  to rid e  fo rth  
fro m  the p arad ise  o f the P e rs ia n  
noblem an to the p riso n  hole at 
T ihran . W e a ry  y e a rs  a fte rw a rd  in  
a garden, th at o f B id v a n  in  B a g h 
dad, the A ncient B e a u ty  spoke p ro 
claim ing fro m  the lip s o f the P r o 
m ised One the W o rd  that w as to re 
v iv i fy  the w orld. The gard en  of 
B a h jl  in  P alestin e , called also  B id - 
van , w as the re tre a t o f the P rop h et 
in  the la st y e a rs  of H is life . A  
sto ry  comes to us, a  note o f peace 
fo r  those sunset hours o f the P r is 
oner of ’A kka, that H e poured tea 
there at the end o f d ay, serv in g  
w ith  H is own hands those fa ith fu l 
ones who had come to H im  fro m  
a fa r . The sp lash  of fountains, the 
w hisper o f green  leaves and the 
voice of B a l ia ’u ’llah  speaking  to 
H is n ear ones— in the gard en !

The gardens o f the Orient, sym 
bols at a ll tim es of the p o etry  and 
m ysticism  of the E a s t , have been 
the m eeting-place of God and man. 
F ro m  these, frag ra n ce s  h ave  been 
w afted  b y  the w ind of God which 
have  enraptured  the E a s t  and which 
are  stealing  like the p e rv a s iv e  p e r
fum e of a tta r  o f roses even to the 
busy, heedless centers of the w est
ern wTorld. I t  seem ed that d a y  of 
which I  spoke as we stood in  the 
doorw ay gazing at this garden  that 
the flow ers grow ed w ith  a so ft fire 
and the stir  of the leaves wras a 
w hispered  chant. I t  w as as i f  those 
sacred  eastern  gard en s h ad  th ru st 
a  bough across the sea.

Our hostess quoted fro m  ’A b d u ’l- 
B ah a , “ T his is  the p lanet o f trib u 
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lation  and torm ent and the m ission 
o f the G reat M asters is to turn  men 
aw ay  fro m  these an xieties and to 
in fu se  life  w ith  infinite jo y .”  She 
added, “ I s  this not w hat a garden  
does fo r  us— i f  it  is  m ade w ith  that 
inner sp iritu a l u n d erstan d in g?”  

She had, three y e a rs  ago, while 
gazing  down fro m  her w indow  upon 
an  unused strip  of green, seen in  her 
im agination  a  c lear p ictu re o f a  
dream  garden  ly in g  there. F ro m  
the p lan  su ggested  b y  her m ental 
p icture she directed the construc
tion o f the gard en  w ith  its  terraced  
steps, flagstone w alks and hosp it
able garden-house. S h e  spent 
hours w orkin g in  the garden. A t  
the touch of the young p lants in  the 
solitude of sp rin g  she fe lt  the ve il 
g ro w  thin between the w orlds, re 
captured there a lost com panion
ship, planted there the rose of love.

A s  we now  w alked  and talked  
along its  paths we read  the g ard e n ’s 
first m essage to its  guests beauti
fu lly  lettered  on a sign  sw inging 
fro m  a bracket on the gard en -h ou se:

“ Light is good in whatsoever lamp 
it is burning.

“ A rose is beautiful in ivhatsoever 
garden it may bloom,”

On the other face  of the sign  are  
the w o rd s :

“ A star is as radiant whether it 
shines from the east or from the 
tvest.”
W e pau sed  b efore  the figure of 

the C h ristian  saint, who, unlike his 
m ore austere breth ren  had  been 
caught in  the dream  o f N atu re— to 
find God there. One reca lls  here 
the w ords o f T ag o re  who looks 
upon a flow er as “ a m essenger 
fro m  the k in g ; ’ ’ the m e ssa g e : ‘ ‘ H e

sent me. I  am  a m essenger o f the 
beau tifu l, the One whose soul is  the 
b liss o f love. T h is island  o f iso la 
tion h as been bridged  over b y  H im  
and He has not forgotten  thee. . . . 
H e w ill d raw  thee unto H im  and 
m ake thee H is ow n.”

S t. F ra n c is , liv in g  a life  of so li
tude am id the beauties of nature 
greeted  the beasts, the b irds and the 
flow ers as i f  they w ere indeed “ m es
se n g e rs .”  H is w ords are  inscribed  
on a bronze tablet, “ M y little  s is 
ters, the birds. God feedeth you 
and g iveth  you the sp rin gs and 
fountains fo r  yo u r d rin k .”  T h is 
bronze statue o f St. F ra n c is  w as 
m odeled in  I t a ly  b y  A nna Colem an 
L ad d . H er bust of ’A b d u ’l-B ah a  
stands in  another B a h a ’i garden.

V is ito rs  are  d iverted  b y  the 
w him sical concept o f a w ishing- 
stone set in a little  court o f flag
stones before the arched entrance 
o f the garden  house. “ One w ish  
fo r  y o u rse lf and one fo r  the g a r 
den ,”  our hostess tells each guest. 
S c arce ly  one who does not w ish  fo r  
h eartsease— ease fro m  the burden 
o f h is loss, or h is cares or his 
doubts. H eartsease  grow s here. 
Som etim es people weep in  th is g a r 
den and their sm iles m ake ra in 
bows ! F ram e d  in the gard en  house 
is a poem  w ritten  b y  the young son 
o f our hostess w hile still a  child. 
I t  is  called, “ H ap p in ess.”

“ A bit of soil,
Some little seeds and sunshine 
Will make a garden full of hap

piness
For you and me.”

In  the guest book a  fr ie n d  had 
w ritten  fro m  Jo h n  B u rro u g h s, “ I  
come here to find m yself. I t  is so 
easy  to get lost in  the w o rld .”
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R e a lly , such, a  place is  like  a  shrine, 
leav in g  in  the m em ory o f those who 
come there the lin gerin g  touch of 
holiness. The garden  becomes vocal 
w ith  the sound of the utterances of 
B a h a  ’u ’llah a n d  ’ A bdu ’1-B a h a ; 
p ow erfu l and life -co n ferrin g  w ords 
are  read  and discussed here, and 
these w ords are  carried  fro m  here 
to the outside w orld.

O ur hostess said, “ I  a lw ays  keep 
books to g ive  aw ay  a fte r  the talks 
in  the g ard en .”  One cannot but 
realize, a fte r  this b eau tifu l exam ple, 
that a  garden, a  home or a  heart 
dedicated to “ the m ention o f G o d ”  
reaches out v ita lly  into other lives 
because it must. I t  becomes a 
pow er b y  which an inestim able 
serv ice  is rendered to m ankind.

On the m orning o f our d eparture 
we sat sh arin g  the sunshine w ith  
the flow ers as we added our p ra y e r  
to the brooding tender influence o f 
th is “ lovesom e sp o t.”  T h ere  w as 
w ith  us the knowledge o f an even 
g re a te r  in terpretatio n  o f the g a r 
den than that o f the gentle doctrine 
o f the union o f in d ividu al m an w ith 
God as taught b y  S t. F ra n c is , fo r  
exam ple. T h is w as because ’Abdu- 
’1-B ah a  has aw akened in  H is fo l
low ers the consciousness o f a  life  
m ore v a s t  in  its  application. No 
student o f the B a h a ’i teachings who 
does not acquire the habit o f think
in g in  u n iversa l term s.

In  the age in  w hich we a re  liv in g

hum anity in general m ust find God. 
The world must become as a gar
den. The gard en  is  the p arad ise  o f 
the vegetable  w o r ld ; we can atta in  
a  lik e  p arad ise  here on earth  i f  w e 
m ake the n ecessary  step in  w orld  
evolution req u ired  o f us now.

’A b d u ’l-B a h â  has often used the 
garden, w here the sim ple p an sy  and 
the expensive im ported  l ily  grow  
side b y  side, as H is  illu stratio n  o f 
the potential u n ity  of m ankind. In  
the T ab let to the H ague H e s a y s :  
“ C onsider the flow ers o f the rose 
garden. A lthough  they are  o f d if
feren t kinds, v a r io u s colors and 
d iverse  fo rm s and appearan ces, yet 
as they drink fro m  one w ater, are  
sw ayed  b y  one breeze and gro w  by 
the w arm th and lig h t o f one sun, 
this va r ia tio n  and th is difference 
cause each to enhance the beauty 
and splender o f the others. . . .  I f  
in  a garden  the flow ers and f r a g 
ran t herbs, the blossom s and fru its , 
the leaves, branches and trees a re  
of one kind, o f one form , o f one 
color, and of one arrangem ent, there 
is no b eau ty  or charm , but w hen 
there is v a r ie ty  in  the w orld  o f one
ness, they w ill be d isp layed  in  the 
m ost p erfect g lo ry , beauty, e xa lta 
tion and perfection . Today noth
ing but the power of the Word of 
God ivhich encompasses the reali
ties of things can bring the 
thoughts, minds, hearts and spirits 
under the shade of One Tree.”

“ The teachings of Bahà’u’llàh are the breaths of the Holy Spirit 
ivhich create men anew.”

— !A  b du ’l-Bahó,.
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HOW TO ATTAIN THE CHRIST SPIRIT
B e r t h a  H yde K ir k p a t r ic k

H H A T  is  the C h rist sp irit?
W here shall we look fo r  it?  

W hence comes it?  A s  “ the tim e 
d raw s n ear the b irth  of C h r is t”  
these are  some of the m any ques
tions that come to the mind. S u re ly  
in  a C h ristian  land we ought to find 
this C h rist sp irit  everyw here, a 
sp ir it  of life , light, love, service, 
p ervad in g  and perm eating our 
hom es, our churches, our schools, 
our p laces o f business and labor, o f 
recreation  and p leasure. “ P eace  
and good w ill, good w ill and peace, 
peace and good w ill to a ll m an
kind. 5 ’

B u t i f  we are  altogether too cons
cious that we do not find the C h rist 
sp ir it  everyw here, we are equally 
certa in  that we can find it  som e
w here. L a s t  summer, a fine young 
wom an, a n ative  o f In d ia, the head 
o f a g i r l s ’ school there, jo ined  h e r
se lf fo r  a few  d ays to a group  of 
people in one o f our C en tral S ta tes 
who had recently  organized them 
selves into an adult folk-school. A s 
she w as leav in g  she sa id  w ith  gen
uine sin cerity  and re a l em otion : 
“ T h is is the first p lace in  A m erica  
w here I  have not fe lt like a fo r 
eigner. I  re a lly  fee l that I  belong 
here, am  one of this g ro u p .”  

S u re ly  the C h rist sp irit, good w ill 
to men, m ust h ave  been in  that 
school. B u t our fr ien d  from  In d ia  
(the P rin cess we called her fo r  the 
title  seem ed to fit her quiet d ign ity  
and strength  o f character) had been 
in  A m erica  a  whole y e a r  b e fore  she 
found this sp irit. T es, the young 
people o f the theological sem inary 
w here she w as stu dyin g  w ere v e ry

polite, perhaps even kind, but in 
such a d istant w ay  that she never 
could fo rg et that she w as a fo re ig n 
er. Su re ly , the C h rist sp ir it  m ust 
be in that theological sem inary , 
hidden perhaps behind screens of 
fo rm ality  and thoughtlessness. W e 
sometim es fo rg et “ I  w as a stran ger 
and ye took me in .”

The P rin cess told us that in In d ia  
the people in  some of the hum blest 
homes would share th eir food  and 
shelter to m ake a stran ger com fort
able and at home. C an the C h rist 
sp ir it  be found in In d ia, a so-called 
heathen country, even am ong those 
who have not h eard  o f C h rist?  
W hence comes it?

The P rin cess told us too o f a 
shocking and p a in fu l experience 
she had had sh ortly  before com ing 
to our school. P ee lin g  the need fo r 
rest and quiet aw ay  fro m  the b ig  
c ity  she had sought these in  a  m id
w est com m unity w here w as located 
a prosperous state norm al school. 
H ere  going quietly about h er w ay, 
but w earin g  her g race fu l n ative  
dress, she had been a rre ste d  not 
once but twice, accused o f v a g ra n c y  
and o f begging from  door to door, 
handled m ost rou gh ly and taken  to 
the police station. W as it fe a r , or 
ignorant prejudice, or p etty  desire 
to show pow er and au th o rity  that 
caused this gentle stran g e r w ithin 
our g*ates to su ffer so unnecessar
ily ?  Does the C h rist sp ir it  re a lly  
p ervad e this C h ristian  land?

“ W hen a m an tu rn s h is fa c e  to 
Glod he finds sunshine eve ryw h ere ,”  
’A b d u ’l-B ah a  sa id  to a grou p  of 
listen ers in P a r is ;  “ a ll m en are



282 T H E BAHA’I MAGAZINE

his brothers. L e t  not convention
a lity  cause you  to seem  cold and 
unsym pathetic w hen you  m eet 
stran ge  people, fro m  other coun
tries . Do not look a t them  as 
though you suspected them of being 
evil-doers, thieves, and boors. Y o u  
th ink it  n ecessary  to be v e ry  care
fu l, not to expose yo u rselves to the 
r isk  o f m aking acquaintance w ith 
such, possib ly , undesirable people. 
I  a sk  you  not to think only of yo u r
selves. B e  kind to the stran gers.
. . . In  this w ay, even if , som e
tim es, w hat you  at first suspected 
should be true, still go out o f yo u r 
w a y  to be kind to them ; th is kind
ness w ill help them to become bet
ter. A fte r  a ll w h y should an y  
fo re ig n  people be treated  as stran g 
e r s ? ”  W e are  rem inded o f C h r is t ’s 
s to ry  of the G-ood Sam aritan , of h is 
in junction  to love even our enemies, 
to g iv e  aw ay  not only our coat, but 
our cloak also. “ I f  you  love them 
th at love you, w hat rew ard  have 
you  ? ’ ’

T he peace on earth  w hich we so 
ard en tly  long fo r, the peace not only 
in  in d iv id u al hearts, but the ces
sation  o f w a r  and str ife  w ill speed
i ly  fo llo w  when good-w ill to men 
re a lly  exists. ’A d b u ’l-B ah a  says 
fu rth er, “ W hat profit is  there in  
a gre e in g  that u n iversa l frien d sh ip  
is  good, and ta lk in g  o f the soli
d a r ity  o f the hum an race as a gran d  
ideal"? U nless these thoughts are  
tra n s fe rre d  into the w orld  o f ac
tion, they are  u se le ss .”

Good-w ill to all m ankind! The 
b asis  fo r  peace on earth  m ust be 
th is C h rist sp ir it  o f u n iversa l love. 
“ L o v e  is  g re a ter than peace, fo r  
peace is  founded upon love. L o ve  
is  the objective point o f p eace ; 
peace is  an outcome of love. U ntil

love is attained, peace cannot be; 
but there is  a socalled peace w ith
out love. The love w hich is  from  
God is the fundam ental. T h is love 
is  the object o f a ll hum an atta in 
ment, the rad iance o f heaven, the 
ligh t o f man. ’ ’ T hus ’A bdu  ’1-B ah a  
exp lains sim ply the re latio n  be
tween peace and love.

T here is a book w ith  the beau ti
fu l and hopefu l title, “ The P r o 
m ulgation  of U n ive rsa l P e a c e .” * 
W hen one looks in  the in dex he 
finds fo u r referen ces to peace and 
twenty-one to love. T h ere  a re  
m ore than one-hundred-fifty re fe r 
ences to C hrist. In  this book there 
is  a g reat deal, too, about such sub
jects as the oneness o f hum anity, 
the oneness o f re ligions, the nec
e ss ity  o f u n iversa l education, eco
nomic justice, the h arm  done and 
s tr ife  caused b y  such ir ra tio n a l and 
foo lish  things as rac ia l, religious 
and national p re ju d ices. I f  one 
thinks c learly  and lo g ica lly  he w ill 
realize  that a ll these th ings are 
basic  to any true and la stin g  peace 
in  the w orld  and that a  m igh ty  and 
p ow erfu l u n iversa l love is  fu n d a
m ental to a ll these.

I t  is  w orth one’s w hile to read , to 
stu dy indeed, th is book i f  one w ould 
understand how closely  a ll these 
subjects are  linked together and 
how the C h rist sp irit, u n iversa l 
love, is  the root and foundation  o f 
them a ll; that it  is  a  w ond erfu l 
creative  fo rc e ; that it  is  another 
m an ifestation  o f that fo rce  which 
w orks in  the realm  of natu re, bind
in g  atom s and m olecules together, 
causing the p lanets and d istant 
suns to m ove in  th eir courses and 
causing law  and order to re ign  in

* Addresses of 'Abdu’l-Baha in  America.
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a ll tlie w orlds o f the universe. 
W hen m an has learn ed  to obey this 
g re a t law  of love a s  p e rfe c tly  and 
com pletely as n atu re  obeys her 
m an ifestations o f it, the m an-made 
p a rt  of the w orld  w ill m ove too in 
o rd erly  fash ion , and peace, m ercy 
and justice  w ill p reva il.

Som etim es we get b ad ly  confused 
on this subject o f love, there are 
so m any kinds of love and some 
kinds are  v e ry  selfish. The C hrist 
sp ir it  is universal love. ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a  m akes us see c lea rly  w hat this 
m ea n s; how difficult it  is, too, to a t
tain. “ T here are  in  re a lity ,”  He 
says, “ m any kinds o f love and each 
in  itse lf is lim ited  and finite. T here 
is  the love of country, or the p atr io 
tic love, there is the love o f fr ien d 
ship, the love o f m an and wom an— ■ 
each one is  finite and lim ited. T here 
is  only one love which is  unlim ited 
and divine, and that is  the love 
which comes w ith  the breath  o f the 
H o ly  S p ir it— the love o f God—  
which breaks a ll b a rr ie rs  and 
sw eeps a ll before  it. . . . So  i f  you 
love, endeavor to love d ivinely. I f  
you  love yo u r country, love it not 
w ith  the n arro w  fee lin g  that it  m ust 
be loved because it  is  yo u rs alone, 
but w ith the g re a te r  consciousness 
that yo u r home is a p a rt  of the uni
verse. I f  you  love brother or com
rad e or w ife , love each one as a 
p a rt  o f God, and not in  the n arro w  
sense of possession  which renders 
the-love selfish and exc lu sive .”

W hence comes th is C h rist sp irit, 
this u n iversa l love? “ I t  comes 
w ith  the breath  o f the H o ly  S p ir it . ’ ’ 
“ The breeze o f God blow ing con
stan tly  through yo u r love w ill 
p u r ify  it, and m ake it  divine so that 
the breath  o f the H o ly  S p ir it  w ill 
enter into yo u r being and unite you

to G o d .”  I t  came to earth  w ith 
the C h rist child m ore than nineteen 
h u n d r e d  y e a rs  ago. C h rist 
“ breathed the breath  o f the H oly 
S p ir it  into the body o f the w orld, 
and established an illum ined c iv ili
zation ,”  and it  has been rad ia tin g  
from  H im  w ith  divine effulgence 
through a ll these nineteen centur
ies. W e cannot doubt that other 
D ivine M essengers such as M oses, 
B uddha, M uham m ad, have shed 
ra y s  o f u n iversa l love on the earth  
and are still rad ia tin g  it to those 
who turn their faces to the D ivine 
R e a lity  in  these H eaven ly  M essen
gers and a re  not led  a s tra y  b y  m an
m ade creeds and dogm as that have 
grow n up around their lives and 
teachings.

W e think of Buddha as the m es
senger o f love but we are  apt to 
think o f M oses as the stern  law 
g iver. E a c h  o f the ten com m and
m ents, how ever, is  based on love 
and ju stice  to God and man. In  the 
M osaic la w  we find, too, such p a s 
sages as th ese : “ L o ve  ye  th erefore  
the s t ra n g e r ; fo r  ye  w ere stran gers 
in  the land  o f E g y p t .”  “ Thou 
shalt love th y  neighbor as th y s e lf .”  
A s  C h ristian s we are  accustom ed 
to v iew  M uham m ad and H is teach
in gs through the eyes o f re lig iou s 
preju d ice, but M uham m ad taught 
that C h rist w as the W ord  o f God, 
the S p ir it  o f God. These and other 
M essengers fro m  God m ade love, 
harm ony and u n ity  the b asis o f 
their m essage.

’A b d u ’l-B ah a  tells us that we 
m ust not be confused b y  names but 
a lw ays look fo r  the S p ir it  of T ruth , 
the D ivine Su n  o f T ru th , and we 
shall find it  shining fro m  a ll the D i
vine M essengers. “ T u rn  y o u r  
faces to the Su n  of R e a lit y ,”
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lA b d u ’l-B ah a  tells us, then we, too, 
w ill receive ra y s  o f the u n iversa l 
love, the C h rist S p ir it.

W h y does God send aga in  and 
ag*ain to earth  these H o ly  B ein gs 
em bodying the C h r i s t  S p ir it?  
’A b d u ’l-B ah a  has c a re fu lly  ex
plained  this fo r  u s : “ I t  is  a long 
tim e since the Su n  o f T ru th  m ir
ro red  fo rth  by the L o rd  C h rist has 
shed its radiance upon the W est, 
fo r  the F a c e  of God has been v e il
ed by the sin  and fo rgetfu ln ess of 
man. I f  the fo llow ers of the L o rd  
C h rist had continued to fo llow  out 
these prin cip les w ith  stead fast 
fa ith fu ln ess, there w ould have been 
no need fo r  a  renew al of the C h ris
tian  M essage, no n ecessity  fo r  a  re 
aw akening of H is people, fo r  a 
g reat a n d g lorious civilization  
w ould now" be ru lin g  the w orld  and 
the kingdom  of heaven w ould have 
come on earth. B u t in stead  o f this 
w hat has taken place ? M en turned 
a w ay  their faces fro m  fo llow ing 
the d ivin ely  illum inated precepts of 
their M aster and w inter fe ll  upon 
the h earts of men. F o r  as the body 
of m an depends, fo r  life , upon the 
ra y s  of the sun, so cannot the cele
stia l v irtu es grow  in  the souls -with
out the rad iance of the Su n  of 
Truth .

“ God leaves not H is  children 
com fortless, but, when the darkness 
o f w inter overshadow s them, then 
ag a in  He sends H is M essengers, 
the Prophets, w ith  a renew al of the

blessed Sp rin g . The Su n  of T ru th  
ap p ears aga in  on the horizon o f the 
w orld  sh ining into the eyes o f those 
who sleep, aw ak in g  them to behold 
the g lo ry  o f a  new  dawn. ’ ’

A n d  H e fu rth e r s a y s :

“ B u t now  again , p ra ise  be to God 
the H o ly  S p ir it  speaks anew  to the 
w o rld ! The constellation of love 
and w isdom  and pow er, is once m ore 
shining fro m  the D ivine H orizon to 
g ive  jo y  to a ll who tu rn  their faces 
to the L ig h t o f God. B a h a ’ullah 
has rent the v e il of p reju d ice and 
su perstition  which w as stifling the 
souls of men. L e t  us p ra y  to God 
that the breath  o f the H o ly  S p ir it  
m ay  aga in  g ive  hope and re fre sh 
m ent to the people. . . . Then shall 
hum anity put on a new  garm ent in 
the radiance of the love of God, and 
it  shall be the D aw n of a N ew  C re a
tion ! Then w ill the m ercy o f the 
M ost M ercifu l be show ered on a ll 
m ankind and they w ill a rise  to a 
new  life . ”

L e t  us ask  God to p u r ify  our 
h earts and m inds of a ll pride, 
ignorance and pre ju d ice  that we 
m ay listen  w ith  the inner ear to the 
G lad  T id in gs of the present d ay  and 
recognize w ith  the eye of insight, 
the Su n  of T ru th  from  w hatever 
point in  the horizon H e arises and, 
filled w ith  the C h rist sp irit, m ay  do 
our p art to shed the goodw ill upon 
a ll m ankind that w ill b rin g  about 
the Neiv Spiritual Civilisation.

“ If you reflect upon the essential teachings of Jesus, you will 
realise that they are the light of the world. Nobody can question their 
truth. They are the very source of life and the cause of happiness to 
the human race. The forms and superstitions which appeared and 
obscured the light did not affect the Reality of Christ.”

— ’A b d u ’l-Bahâ.
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THE PILGRIMS OF MOUNT FUJI
A g n es  B . A lex a n d er

p f | |  E T U B N IN G - fro m  H onolulu 
¡tl£8  in  the sum m er o f 1927 , D r. 
S h iro sh i N asu  o f Tokyo Im p eria l 
U n iv e rs ity  w rote m e: “ A s our
steam er n ears Y okoham a, F u j i  San  
is  in sight. T h is is the sym bol of our 
welcome to y o u ! Come to J a p a n ! ”

M ount F u ji ,  or “ F u ji  S a n ,”  as it 
is  called in  Ja p a n , greets one at sea 
in  c lear w eather, and bids the de
p artin g  tra v e le r  fa re w ell w ith  the 
sam e calm  m ajesty . I t  is  the m ost 
beloved spot in  a ll Ja p a n . In  
Ja p a n e se  a rt and literatu re  it  is  as 
unique as u n iversa l. F o r  a thous
and y e a rs  its  perfections have been 
celebrated in  song and story , yet 
a ll its  b eau ty  is  never exhausted. 
The w ord  “ F u j i , ”  w ritten  in  two 
ch aracters m eans, “ not tw o,”  that 
is, there cannot be such another 
m ountain. F u j i  S an  peerless and 
alone in  sym m etry  and m a je sty !

In  sum m er when the snow d isap 
p ears  from  the slopes of the m oun
tain , thousands of p ilgrim s of a ll 
ages to il up to its  summit, 12 ,36 5  
feet. To the p ilgrim s F u j i  S a n  is 
a sacred  shrine. D iffe rin g  fro m  
other m ountain clim bs, it  is not a s 
cended b y  them m erely  fo r  the sake 
o f hiking, or sightseeing, but rath er 
fo r  acquiring- m erit in  B u d d h ist 
conception. E v e r y  v is it  to it, they 
believe, b rin gs sp iritu a l rew ard  and 
fo rg iv en e ss o f sins.

T h is sum m er I  w as p riv ileg ed  to 
m ake the ascent o f the sacred  m oun
ta in  which had been the sym bol of 
m y retu rn  to J a p a n  fo r  the th ird  
tim e. S ta rt in g  fro m  Tokyo in  the 
e a r ly  m orning, I  met m any people 
on the station  p la tfo rm  whence 
trav e le rs  begin the first stage o f the

journey. T h ey  w ere clad in  white 
robes w ith m ushroom -shaped straw  
head-coverings, and carrie d  long 
wooden sta ffs . B e lls  w ere attached 
to their belts which tinkled as they 
m oved about. These w ere the p il
grim s who fo r  three d ays before 
startin g  on their p ilg rim ag e  p re 
p are  them selves, abstain in g  from  
eating m eat, and in  the m orning, be
fo re  reciting p ra y e rs , clean them
selves by throw ing buckets o f w ater 
over their bodies.

F ro m  the fo ot o f M ount F u ji ,  
five routes lead  to the summ it. B y  
one o f these the first fo u r m iles can 
now be spanned b y  autom obile. 
F ro m  there the m ountain is divided 
into nine stations before  the sum
m it is reached. A scen d in g the 
m ountain, the p ilg rim s h ave  their 
garm ents and sta ffs  stam ped a t 
each o f these stations w ith  the m ark 
of the station, and a t death are  
buried in  these garm ents w hich bear 
the stam ps o f their p ilgrim ages.

The road  up the m ountain to the 
fifth  station la y  through shaded 
woods perfum ed w ith  fr a g ra n t  w ild  
flow ers. On reaching here, night 
had fallen , and I  rem ained w ith  a 
guide who carried  m y lu ggage , at 
one o f the B e s t  H ouses which now 
are  found at e very  station. A fte r  
the m idnight hour had  passed , the 
moon came up and soon w ere heard  
voices of p ilg rim s p assin g  up the 
tra il. In  rythm ic unison they re 
peated the w ords, “ R oku  kon 
S h o jo .”  A lthough at the tim e I  
w as not aw are  o f the true sign ifi
cance o f these w ords, ye t th eir re 
petition conveyed a suggestion  of 
strength.
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M ount

U n d er the ligh t of the moon I  
fo llow ed  w ith  the p ilgrim s up the 
s lip p e ry  ash y  tra il, until at the 
seventh  station the moon slow ly d is
ap p eared  as the daw n came. H ere 
w ith  m any p ilg rim s we stood silent 
w hile  the w ond erfu l change took 
p lace in  nature. To the p ilgrim s, 
the sunrise is  the suprem e moment, 
to m eet which they ascend the 
m ountain. I t  is  the tim e fo r  p ra y e r  
and w orship. A ll  stood in re v e r
ence w ith  heads b ared  w hile fro m  
under the clouds the g lorious sun 
ro se  illu m in ating the m ountain side 
and revea lin g  the five lakes p ictu r
esquely set at its  foot. Looking 
down the m ountain, as f a r  as the 
eye could see, there w as a  continu
ous w hite-robed procession  ascend
in g  the w inding tra il, fo r  not only 
the p ilg rim s, but alm ost a ll others 
who clim bed w ere dressed  in  white.

A g a in  we started  up the tra il 
m eeting m any kind and fr ie n d ly  
p ilg rim s, am ong whom w ere some 
who w ere w eak and w ere being help

F u ji

ed along by the strong, and again  
and again  w ere the w ords repeated, 
which had attracted  me in  the e arly  
m orning, “ R oku  kon S h o jo .”  A t  
the eighth station  there is a P o st 
Office w here m ail can be posted 
to a ll p arts  of the w orld , stam ped 
fro m  th is lo fty  m ountain. P ro m  
here the climb becam e m ore tedious, 
but at la st  the rew ard — attainm ent 
to the summit.

R etu rn in g  to the w orld  below, 
there came the realization  of an in
ner attainm ent gained  through  the 
e ffort m ade in  the ascent o f the 
sacred  m ountain. The w ords which 
had so often been repeated  on the 
m ountain side, I  found to m ean the 
purification  o f the s ix  roots o f evil 
— the eye, ear, tongue, nose, h eart 
and body. B y  p u r ify in g  these, evil 
thoughts are  d riven  aw ay  ancl the 
h eart becomes pure. L ite ra lly  
tran slated  the w ords m ean, “ roku 
kon— six  ro o ts ,”  and  “ Sh o jo —  
pure. ’ ’ To the p ilg rim s these w ords 
a re  a potent p ra y e r .
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THE TOOLS OF THINKING
A r t h u r  E . M organ 

President Antioch College

W e are pleased to reprin t i n  The B a h & ’i  Magazine an admirable treatm ent o f the 
subject of language as a medium  for thought, w ritten  fo r  and printed in  the “Antioch  
N otes” by Dr. Morgan, g ifted  th inker and educator of the “new school.” Psychology 
points out that i t  is probable tha t actual thought cannot grow by means of words, even 
silent thought. L e t the reader try  the experim ent and he w ill find h im self speaking  
words w ith in  his m ind as he tries to think. I f  words are the necessary tools for 
thought, i t  follows tha t h ighly evolved spiritual thinking can best be done by means of 
a highly evolved spiritual language. The m atter of l a n g u a g e ,  both as a m edium  of 
spiritual expression and as cm international bond, is of great in terest naturally to 
a l l  Baha’is.

Sr||JlO M A N  w riters  discussed the 
J y j  p ossib ility  o f sometime m as

te rin g  long division . T h ey  thought 
it  e ssen tia lly  difficult, w hereas the 
difficulty w as the inadequacy o f R o 
m an num erals as tools fo r  m athe
m atical thinking. W ith  A rab ic  
num bers, long division  became 
sim ple. I t  is  sa id  the num ber sy s
tem  o f the M ayan s is  su perior to 
the A rab ic . Much difficulty in 
thinking' is due to the crudeness of 
our m ental tools. Scientific study 
o f these m ight revolutionize out 
a b ility  to m aster ideas.

B ec a u se  som e  one o f the Indo- 
E u ro p e an  languages is  used by 
n e a rly  e very  w estern  people, we 
th ink of the gen eral structu re of 
that lan guage group  as essential to 
effective thinking. T h e app aren t 
in fe r io r ity  o f M ongolian lan gu ages 
strengthened this opinion.

Y e t  the gen eral structu re o f Indo- 
E u ro p ean  lan gu ages fu rn ish es only 
one o f v e ry  m any possib le  w ays of 
handling ideas. I  am told b y  eth
nologists that the lan gu ages o f some 
A m erican  In d ian s d iffer in  fu n d a
m ental design fro m  either the E u 
ropean  or the M ongolian, and  in 
some cases su pp ly  in n ately  better, 
sim pler, and m ore economical tools

fo r thinking. The fa c t th at lan 
guages d iffer g re a tly  in  effective
ness and beau ty casts doubt upon 
the idea that “ n a tu ra l”  develop
ment m ust o f n ecessity  b rin g  the 
best possible resu lts.

O u r  t h is -k in g  is  g re a tly  in 
fluenced by the structu re, the pos
sib ilities, and the lim itations o f lan
guage. E v e r y  lan gu age  is a  chance 
grow th— elaborated, refined, m uti
lated, or debased, b y  circum stances. 
P erfected  in  m any details b y  long 
use and b y  the d iscrim ination  of 
genius, it still m aintains deep-seat
ed lim itations which u sage  fa ils  to 
rem ove; ju s t  a s  the hum an body, 
w on d erfu lly  p erfected  in  d etail b y  
selective evolution, re ta in s uncor
rected fundam ental m echanical de
fects.

No chance developm ent in  any 
field can equal the application  of 
scientific m ethods w ith m asterfu l 
skill and in sight to the fu lfillm ent of 
w ise ly  considered purpose. Im 
provem ent o f the tools o f  thinking, 
through the creation o f a scientifi
ca lly  designed synthetic language, 
is  w ithin the ran ge o f p ractica l pos
sib ility . Such a resu lt w ill not be 
m atured quickly by a  lone genius, as 
w as the attem pt w ith  E sp eran to , 
hut w ill be the m ature fru it  o f fa r-
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flung researcli and constructive e f
fo rts  of m any men fo r  a long period.

T h e  w a ste  dtje to language b ar
r ie rs  grow s constantly m ore unen
durable. F e w  m en are  able to ac
quaint them selves w ith  w orld  lite r
atu re  in their fields. F o re ig n  trade 
is  handicapped, in ternational con
fidence im paired , p ro gress in  a rt 
and science delayed. W e burden 
children w ith  the long grind  of lan 
guage study, to provid e halting use 
of the speech and literatu re  of one 
or two other peoples.

A ll  but the m ost b rillian t thinkers, 
especia lly  in m inor tongues, are 
doomed to r e l a t i v e  obscurity 
abroad, their w ritin gs availab le , i f  
at all, only in tran slation s that fa il  
to c a rry  over the keen edge o f 
genius. I  long w ondered w hy, in 
E u ro p e an  opinion, Poe w as the only 
g re a t A m erican  poet, until I  w as 
told that he w as the only one ade
q u ately  tran slated . The w orld  loses 
the outlooks o f other peoples. Con
verse ly , a nation like B ra z il or 
J a p a n  to a considerable degree is 
cut o ff fro m  the m ain  currents of 
w orld  thought, and tends to rem ain 
p ro vin cia l in  a il but superficial con
form ities.

W it h  t h e  d e v e l o pm e n t  of the 
rad io  and of ta lk in g  p ictures we 
dream  of the A m ericanization  o f the 
w orld , w ith  a ll nations learn in g  the 
E n g lish  tongue. The fulfillm ent of 
this dream  w ill be resisted  w ith the 
te rrific  fo rce of nationalism .

R u ssia , G erm any, P ran ce, the 
Sp an ish  countries, and Ja p a n  w ill 
not acquiesce in  the overlordsh ip  of 
E n g lish . T h ey  w ill find protection 
in  a  synthetic in ternational au x ili
a r y  language, a medium  of expres-

siou g iv in g  e very  people access to 
the in ternational mind, w ith  special 
ad van tage  to none.

A  w orld  language is certain . 
E v e n ts  are  pushing re s is tle ss ly  to 
com pel it. The only question is  
w hether it  can be anticipated  and 
given  a d e q u a t e  p rep aratio n . 
W hether it is an aw kw ard, h a stily  
devised expedient— perhaps a p ro 
m ising  but inadequate instrum ent 
like E sp e ran to — or w hether it  be
comes a m aster contribution of 
science to the economical and beau
tifu l handling of ideas, m ay depend 
on developm ents of the next g en era
tion.

N ever h a s  s c ie n c e  entered a new  
field to create order, economy, and 
u n ity  w here before w as chaos and 
conflict, but that it  has been b itte r
ly  attacked as a  base in truder. 
N ever w as this m ore app aren t than 
in  the discussion of a synthetic lan 
guage. The slow grow th of u sage, 
trad ition al scholars claim , is  the 
only ro ad  to excellence.

Qualified men can m ake a  critica l 
stu dy o f the processes o f thinking 
and of communication, and can 
synthesize an a u x ilia ry  in ternation
al language o f essential sim plicity , 
economy, and beauty— a contribu
tion to the c la rity  and effectiveness 
of hum an thinking that w ill p ass  
down the ages. The In tern atio n al 
A u x ilia ry  L an gu age  A ssociation  o f 
A m erica , w ith the serv ices o f able 
scholars in va rie d  fields, in  a cau
tious and lim ited w ay, is  m aking 
the beginnings of such a study.

Contributions of science to the 
tools of thought and lan gu age m ay  
be no less significant than its  con
tributions to the recording and 
tran sm ission  o f sound and light.



TH E BA H A ’I M AGAZINE
Star o f d ie  W est

V O L . 20  J A N U A R Y ,  1 9 3 0  N O . 10

C O N T E N T S

W h a t  i s  F a i t h ?  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ______________________________

E d i t o r i a l ,  S tcm w ood  Cobb  ___________________________________

T h e  D if f e r e n c e  B e tw e e n , F lo ren ce  E . P in ch o n  __________

A  G rea t P r i n c e  S p e a k s  o f  ’A b d u ’1 -B a h a , M a rth a  L . R o o t

S c ie n c e  a n d  th e  U n s e e n  W o r ld ,  D ale  8 . C o le _______________

T e a c h  U s T o  P r a y ,  B e r th a  H y d e  K i r k p a t r i c k ____________

W o r l d  T h o u g h t  a n d  P r o g r e s s ______________________________

P a g e

293 

_ 291 

.. 294  

_ 301  

. 306  

.. 314  

_ 318

THE BAHA’i MAGAZINE 
STAR OF THE WEST

The official Baha’i Magazine, published monthly in W ashington, D. C.
E stablished and founded by A lbert R. W indust, Ahm ad Sohrab and G ertrude Buikem a, w ith the 

la te r co-operation of Dr. Zia M. B ag d ad i; preserved, fostered and  by them  
tu rn ed  over to  the  N ational S p iritu a l Assembly, w ith all valuable 

assets, as a  g if t of love to  the  Cause of God.

Stanwood Cobb...........................................
Mariam Haney...........................................
Margaret B. McDaniel............................

Subscriptions: $3.00 per year; 25 cents a
copy. Tv\o copies to same name and address, 
$5.00 per year. Please send change of ad
dress by the middle of the m onth and be sure 
to send OLD as well as N E W  address. K indly  
send all communications and make vostoffice 
orders and checks payable to B aha’i N^w?

.................................................. .................. ............E d i t o r

......................................................... jA sso a ’d tc  E d i t o r
.................................. ..................... B u s in e ss  M a n a g e r
Service, 706 Otis Building, W ashington, D. C., 
U. S. A. Entered as second-class m atter 
April 9, 1911, a t the postoffice a t W ashington, 
D. C., under the Act of M arch 3, 1897. Ac
ceptance for mailing a t special rate of postage 
provided for in Section 1103 Act of October 
3, 1917, authorized September 1, 1922.

C opyright, 1930, by B ah a 'i News Service



ONENESS OP THE HUMAN 
WORLD

mJ m J m

F the oneness of the human 
world were effected all the 
differences which separate 

mankind would be eradicated. All 
strife and warfare would cease and 
the world of humanity would find re
pose. Universal peace would be pro
moted and the east and west would 
be conjoined in a strong bond. All 
men would be sheltered beneath one 
tabernacle. All nativities would be
come one. All races and religions 
be unified. The people of the world 
would live together in peace and their 
well-being would be assured.

’ABDU’L-BAHA.
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“ A n d  G o d  w il l  s e n d  H i s  h o s t s  f r o m  h e a v e n  t o  h e lp  y o n ,  a n d  
n o th in g  s h a l l  b e  im p o s s ib le  to  y o u  i f  y o u  h a v e  f a i t h  . . .  A s  
y e  h a v e  f a i t h  so  s h a l l  y o u r  p o w e r s  a n d  b le s s in g s  b e . ”

— ’A b d u ’l-B aha.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  f o r m u l a s  f o r  
s u c c e s s . C u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  r e 
p le te  w i th  i n s p i r i n g  a c c o u n ts  o f  m e n  
w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  t h e i r  w a y  u p 
w a r d  a g a i n s t  o b s ta c le s  to  f in a l  
g r e a t  a c h ie v e m e n ts .  A m o n g  th e  
f a c t o r s  w h ic h  m a k e  f o r  s u c c e s s  in  
s u c h  l iv e s  w e  f in d  a m b i t io n ,  e n e r g y ,  
p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  e n th u s i a s m ,  a n d  
f a i t h .  O f  th e s e  f a i t h  s e e m s  b y  f a r  
th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t .  F o r  f a i t h  in  
o n e s e l f  a n d  o n e ’s a b i l i t i e s  i s  th e  
n e c e s s a r y  fo u n d a tio n  u p o n  w h ic h  to  
b u i ld ;  w h ile  f a i t h  in  G o d  a n d  H is  
d iv in e  a id  a n d  g u id a n c e  i s  th e  n e c e s 
s a r y  p o w er  w i th  w h ic h  to  e r e c t  th e  
c o m p le te d  s t r u c t u r e .

F a i t h ,  w e  a r e  to ld ,  i s  th e  s u b 
s ta n c e  o f  t h in g s  h o p e d  f o r .  F a i t h  
w o u ld  n o t  b e  n e e d e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
n o  d if f ic u l tie s , a n d  th e  w a y  w e r e  
a lw a y s  c le a r .  I t  is  ju s t  because o f 
obstacles  th a t fa i th  is  n ecessa ry . 
F a i t h ,  s a y s  G . K . C h e s te r to n ,  m e a n s  
c o n t in u in g  to  b e l ie v e  w h e n  a l l  lo g i 
c a l  g r o u n d s ,  a l l  h u m a n  r e a s o n  f o r  
s u c h  b e l ie f ,  f a i l .  T h u s  f a i t h  i s  s e e n  
to  b e  th e  h ig h e s t  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h a t  
d iv in e ly  c r e a t iv e  p o w e r  w i th  w h ic h  
m a n ,  u n iq u e  a m o n g  e a r t h l y  c r e a t 
u r e s ,  i s  e n d o w e d . F o r  b y  m e a n s  o f  
f a i t h ,  i n s u p e r a b l e  o b s ta c le s  a r e  s u r 
m o u n te d ,  im p o s s ib i l i t i e s  b e c o m e  
p o s s ib le ,  a n d  m ir a c le s  a r e  p e r 
f o r m e d .

O n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l ,  
f a i t h  w o u ld  s e e m  m e r e ly  a n  e x e r 
c is e  o f  th e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  im a g i n a 
t io n .  A n d  so  i t  w o u ld  b e , w e r e  m a n  
th e  h ig h e s t  p o w e r  i n  th e  u n iv e r s e .  
B u t  f a i t h  is  m o r e  t h a n  a n  a t t i t u d e .

I t  i s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  th e  U n i 
v e r s e ,  a n d  w i th  t h a t  U n i v e r s a l  
P o w e r  w h ic h  w e  c a l l  G o d . F a i t h ,  
l ik e  a  h u m a n  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  b o th  
t r a n s m i t s  th e  i n d iv id u a l  d e s i r e ,  a n d  
r e c e iv e s  f r o m  th e  U n k n o w n  th e  
a n s w e r .  T h i s  a n s w e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  
m o r e  t h a n  w o r d s .  I t  c o m e s  in  th e  
f o r m  o f  g u id a n c e ,  a n d  a id .

W e r e  i t  n o t  f o r  t h i s  r e c ip r o c a l  a c 
t io n ,  t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o  f a i t h .  F o r  
f a i t  h — a ll  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  c o n c e p ts  
o f  i t  n o tw i th s t a n d in g — is  n o t  m e r e 
ly  s u b je c t iv e .  N o r  d o e s  th e  i n d iv i 
d u a l  d r a w  u p o n  h im s e l f  f o r  th o s e  
im m e n s e  a n d  a s to u n d i n g  r e s o u r c e s  
w h ic h  t h r o u g h  f a i t h  h e  s u c c e s s f u l ly  
a t t a i n s .

I n  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s l y  i n s p i r i n g  
a u to b io g r a p h y  o f  A le x a n d e r  I r v i n e  
n o w  r u n n in g  in  T h e  A t la n t ic  M o n th 
ly , t h e  a u t h o r  t e l l s  u s  h o w , a s  a  
y o u th ,  h a v in g  g iv e n  h im s e l f  i n  c o n 
s e c r a t i o n  to  G o d , h e  h a d  t h e r e a f t e r  
a  n a iv e  a n d  s t e a d f a s t  f a i t h  t h a t  G o d  
w o u ld  a id  a n d  g u i d e ;  a n d  h o w  o n  
o n e  o c c a s io n  th i s  f a i t h  w a s  a lm o s t  
s h a t t e r e d .

U n s c h o o le d , I r v i n e  h a d  m a n a g e d  
t h r o u g h  e n l i s tm e n t  in  th e  m a r in e  
s e r v ic e  to  a c q u i r e  th e  a b i l i t y  to  
r e a d ,  a n d  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  g r e a t  lo v e  
a n d  d e s i r e  f o r  b o o k s  a n d  f o r  th e  
k n o w le d g e  t h a t  c o m e s  th r o u g h  
b o o k s . W h e n  th e  t im e  c a m e  f o r  
h im  to  b e  s e n t  o n  a  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
c r u i s e ,  h e  p r a y e d  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  b e  
a l l o t t e d  to  th e  f la g s h ip  b e c a u s e  i t  
h a d  th e  b e s t  l i b r a r y  o f  a n y  s h ip  in  
th e  f le e t. W h a t  w a s  h i s  c o n s te r n a -
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t i o n  w h e n  th e  s e r g e a n t ,  r e a d i n g  o ff 
th e  l i s t s ,  a s s ig n e d  h im  to  th e  s m a l l 
e s t  s h ip ,  w hich  had  no lib ra ry  a t all.

S o  g r e a t  w a s  I r v i n e ’s f a i t h  in  
G o d , t h a t  h e  i n s i s t e d  th e  s e r g e a n t  
h a d  m a d e  a  m is ta k e ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  
h a d  r e a l l y  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  
f la g s h ip .  T h e  s e r g e a n t ,  i r r i t a t e d  
a t  I r v in e ,  t o ld  h im  h i s  n a m e  w a s  
t h e r e  p l a in ly  e n o u g h — t h a t  t h e r e  
c o u ld  b e  n o  m i s t a k e — a n d  t h a t  i f  h e  
m a d e  a n y  f u r t h e r  o b je c t io n s  h e  
w o u ld  b e  s e n t  to  t h e  g u a r d - h o u s e  
f o r  in s u b o r d in a t io n .

T h e n  th e  w h o le  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
u n iv e r s e  s e e m e d  to  f a l l  a b o u t  h is  
h e a d ,  so  I r v i n e  t e l l s  u s .  T h e  G-od 
t o  W h o m  h e  h a d  g iv e n  o v e r  h is  l i f e  
h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  f a i l e d  h im . Y e t  n o , 
h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t !  H is  
f a i t h  r e t u r n e d .  H e  w a s  c o n v in c e d  
th e r e  h a d  b e e n  s o m e  m is ta k e ,  t h a t  
t h i s  w o u ld  l a t e r  b e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  a n d  
t h a t  h e  w o u ld  a t t a i n  to  h i s  im 
m e n s e ly  d e s i r e d  g o a l  o f  th e  f in e  l i 
b r a r y  in  th e  f la g s h ip .  A n d  so  i t  
p r o v e d .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  h e  w a s  c a l le d  
to  th e  office a n d  in f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
h a d  b e e n  so m e  m is ta k e  a n d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  f la g s h ip .

T h is  i s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  m a g n if i 
c e n t  e p is o d e s  o f  h u m a n  f a i t h  a n d  
i t s  a n s w e r  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  c o m e  
a c r o s s .  W h a t  a  t e s t  o f  r e a l  f a i t h !  
A n  i g n o r a n t  y o u th ,  e n l i s t e d  i n  H is  
M a j e s t y ’s  M a r in e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  f a i t h  
v e n t u r i n g  to  a s s e r t  h im s e l f  a g a i n s t  
th e  w h o le  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  B u t  
n o , i t  w a s  n o t  s e l f - a s s e r t io n .  I t  w a s  
c o n fid e n c e  i n  a n d  r e l i a n c e  u p o n  
G o d . W h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  r e 
s u l t  i f  I r v i n e  h a d  n o t  h a d  s u c h  
f a i t h ?  H e  n e v e r  w o u ld  h a v e  a t 
t a i n e d  to  th e  f la g s h ip ,  I  a m  c o n 
v in c e d . S o m e  s u b t le  t h r e a d  o f  c a u 
s a t i o n  r a n ,  l ik e  a  t r a i l  o f  g u n 
p o w d e r ,  f r o m  th e  b o y ’s a c t iv e  e x 

p r e s s io n  o f  a  d a u n t l e s s  f a i t h  to  th e  
f in a l  r e c t i f i c a t io n  o f  e r r o r ,  i f  t h e r e  
h a d  b e e n  s u c h , a n d  a s s ig n m e n t  to  
th e  f la g s h ip .

H e r e  w e  s e e  f a i t h  s t a n d i n g  o u t  
a s  th e  one e sse n tia l fa c to r  o f  s u c 
c e s s . B u t  t h i s  i n c id e n t  i s  u n iq u e  
o n ly  in  th e  c l a r i t y  w i th  w h ic h  i t  
p r e s e n t s  f a i t h  a s  th e  a c t iv e  f o r c e  
le a d in g  to  s u c c e s s .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  f a i t h  
i s  a lw a y s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r  o f  s u c 
c e s s  ; a n d  s u c c e s s — o th e r  t h in g s  
b e in g  e q u a l— is  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  th e  
a m o u n t  o f  f a i t h  e x e r te d .

T h i s  t r u t h  s t a n d s  o u t  s t r o n g ly  
f r o m  b o th  th e  l i f e  a n d  t e a c h in g s  o f  
C h r i s t : t h a t  a c c o r d in g  to  o u r  f a i t h  
i t  s h a l l  b e  u n to  u s .  A n d  ’A b d u ’l- 
B a h a  a s s u r e s  t h a t  a s  is  o u r  f a i t h ,  
so  s h a l l  o u r  p o w e r s  b e . H e  g iv e s  
u s  p r o m i s e  o f  h e lp  i n  th e s e  
w o r d s :  “ H e  w il l  s e n d  H is  h o s t s  
f r o m  h e a v e n  to  h e lp  y o u ,  a n d  n o t h 
in g  s h a l l  b e  im p o s s ib le  to  y o u  i f  y o u  
h a v e  f a i t h . ”

W h y  c a n n o t  G od g u id e  a n d  b le s s  
u s  o f  H is  o w n  w il l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
o u r  f a i t h  i n  H im ?  B e c a u s e  s u c c e s s , 
c o m in g  u p o n  u s  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  w o u ld  
s u r e ly  b e  a s c r ib e d  b y  u s  to  o u r  o w n  
p o w e r s — t h a n  w h ic h  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  
g r e a t e r  s p i r i t u a l  d a n g e r ,  n o  s in  co n - 
s e q u e n t in g  i n  s u c h  in im i t a b ly  f a t a l  
r e s u l t s .

F a i t h  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  m e d iu m  b e 
tw e e n  m a n  a n d  G o d :  a  n e c e s s a r y  
l in k  in  th e  c h a in  w h ic h  b in d s  m a n  
to  G o d  in  lo v e  a n d  h u m i l i ty ,  a n d  
b in d s  G o d  to  m a n  i n  D iv in e  L o v e  
a n d  G u id a n c e . “ T o  b e  r i c h  i n  G o d  
a n d  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  s a v e  H i m ,”  is  
p o s s ib le  o n ly  t h r o u g h  f a i t h .  A n d  
a s  s u c h  a  s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  
is  th e  s u p r e m e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  m a n  
w h ile  o n  e a r t h ,  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  th e  
g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s  o p e n  to  m a n  i s  a t 
t a in a b le  o n ly  t h r o u g h  f a i t h .
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W H A T  I S F A I T H ?

A I T H  o u tw a r d ly  m e a n s  to  b e l ie v e  in  th e  M e s s a g e  a  
M a n i f e s t a t i o n  b r i n g s  to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  a c c e p t  th e  f u l 

f i l lm e n t  in  H im  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  th e  P r o p h e t s  h a v e  a n n o u n c e d .  
B u t  in  r e a l i t y  f a i t h  e m b o d ie s  t h r e e  d e g r e e s : to  c o n fe s s  w i th  
th e  t o n g u e ;  to  b e l ie v e  in  th e  h e a r t ;  to  s h o w  f o r t h  i n  o u r
a c t io n s .  T h e s e  t h r e e  t h in g s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to  t r u e  f a i t h  
# * * ? >

H E  g r e a t e r  th e  f a i t h  o f  m a n  th e  m o r e  i l lu m in e d  h is  
l i f e .  F a i t h  is  a  m i r a c l e ;  i t  h a s  a  w o n d e r - w o r k in g  

p o w e r .  I t s  s p i r i t u a l  in f lu e n c e  re f in e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r ,  s u f f e r s  
m a n  to  b e c o m e  h u m b le  a n d  m e e k ;  p la c e s  in  h is  h e a r t  th e  
f e a r  o f  G o d ;  p r o m p t s  h im  to  d e v o te  h is  t im e  to  h u m a n 
i t a r i a n  d e e d s ; s p i r i t u a l i z e s  h is  n a t u r e ; e x a l t s  h i s  id e a l s  a n d  
e n k in d le s  h is  la m p . T h e  g r e a t e r  th e  f a i t h  o f  m a n  th e  m o r e  
n u m e r o u s  w il l  b e  h is  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a c t io n s .  F a i t h  i s  l ik e  
u n to  th e  t r e e s ,  d e e d s  a r e  lik e  u n to  th e  f r u i t s .  F a i t h  is  l ik e  
u n to  th e  la m p , d e e d s  a r e  l ik e  u n to  th e  l ig h t .  * * *
F a i t h  is  n o t  so  m u c h  w h a t  w e  b e l ie v e  a s  w h a t  w e  c a r r y  o u t . ”

H H E R E  a r e  t h r e e  k in d s  o f  f a i t h .  F i r s t  t h a t  w h ic h  is  
f r o m  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  b i r t h .  F o r  e x a m p le :  a  c h i ld  is  

b o r n  o f  M u h a m m a d a n  p a r e n t s ; h e  i s  a  M u h a m m a d a n .  T h i s  
f a i t h  is  w e a k , t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i t h .  S e c o n d , t h a t  w h ic h  c o m e s  
f r o m  k n o w le d g e  a n d  i s  th e  f a i t h  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  T h i s  is  
g o o d . B u t  t h e r e  is  a  b e t t e r — th e  f a i t h  o f  p r a c t ic e .  T h i s  is  
th e  r e a l  f a i t h . ”

p f | |  A I T H  is  n o t  so  m u c h  w h a t  w e  b e l ie v e  a s  w lia t  w e  c a r r y  
|J ||f o u t, * * * F a i t h  is  th e  m a g n e t  w h ic h  d r a w s  th e  c o n 
f i r m a t io n  o f  th e  M e r c i f u l  O n e . * * * W e  k n o w  a n d  se e
th e  L ig h t ,  w e  g o  c lo se  to  i t ,  a r e  w a r m e d  b y  i t ,  a n d  r e f le c t  i t s  
r a y s  o n  o th e r s .  T h i s  i s  r e a l  f a i t h ,  a n d  th u s  w e  r e c e iv e  
p o w e r  to  b e c o m e  th e  e t e r n a l  s o n s  o f G od . ”

’A b d u ’l-B aha.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
F l o r e n c e  E .  P i n c h o n

Some months ago a series of articles were begun in this magazine by Miss Pinchon 
dealing w ith the typical point of view and the chief difficulty which would naturally be 
fe lt by those belonging to certain branches of the great religions and certain other 
Modern Movements in  their approach to, and acceptance of, Baha’i Truths. The first 
article appeared in December, 1 9 2 8 ,  under the title, “The Liberation of Elizabeth,”' 
and depicted some objections which would be raised by a sincere and typical member 
of the Established Church of England. The second article appeared in  the June num
ber, on “The Grail of L ife ’s Quest,” or the Theosophical point of view. The third ap
peared in September on, “Above the M ists,” and admirably treated the subject as a 
Spiritualist m ight approach it. Herein follows the fourth  and last article in 
this series. I t  very sympathetically and harmoniously sets fo rth  the point o f view  
of a Christian Scientist. A ll of these very important aspects of Tru th  as analyzed 
by this g ifted author, have been widely and favorably commented upon, and have 
proved to be of surpassing interest both to Baha’is and non-Baha’is.

“ W h e re  are the  eyes  o f  c lear in 
s ig h t f  A  th in  ve il— th e  th in n e s t—  
p r e v e n ts  the  eye fr o m  see in g , the  
ears fr o m  h ea rin g , the  h e a r t fr o m  
u n d e rs ta n d in g .”— { B a h a ’u ’llcih)

]T  w a s  S u n d a y  m o r n in g ,  a n d  
th e  w e l l - d r e s s e d  c o n g r e g a t io n  

w e r e  d i s p e r s in g  f r o m  a n  im p o s in g  
C h r i s t i a n  S c ie n c e  c h u r c h ,  s t a n d i n g  
o n  th e  c o r n e r  o f  o n e  o f  N e w  Y o r k ’s 
finest, a v e n u e s ,  w h e n  t h e  S e c o n d  
R e a d e r  i s s u e d  f r o m  th e  v e s t r y  d o o r  
in to  th e  s t r e e t .  H e  w a s  a  m a n  in  
th e  m id d le  f o r t i e s ,  w i th  a n  i n t e l l i 
g e n t  a n d  th o u g h t f u l  fa c e .

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  h e  h a d  o c c u p ie d  
th i s  p o s i t io n  in  th e  c h u r c h ,  r e a d i n g  
th e  s e le c te d  B ib le  p a s s a g e s  in  h is  
c l e a r  r o u n d  v o ic e — p a s s a g e s  w h ic h  
th e  F i r s t  R e a d e r  ( a t  a  h ig h e r  s a l 
a r y )  e x p o u n d e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  
“ S c ie n c e  a n d  H e a l th ,  w i th  K e y  to  
th e  S c r i p t u r e s , ”  b y  M a r y  B a k e r  
E d d y .  T h e  n a m e  w a s  a lw a y s  p r o 
n o u n c e d  in  f u l l  a n d  w i th  th e  g r e a t 
e s t  r e v e r e n c e .

T o d a y  B r o u g h to n  s e e m e d  s c a r c e 
ly  a w a r e  o f  th e  s c e n e s  a r o u n d  h im , 
o r  in  w h a t  d i r e c t io n  h i s  s t e p s  i n 
s t in c t iv e ly  le d ,  f o r  i n  h is  m in d  h e  
w a s  r e l iv in g  th e  w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r 

ie n c e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  h i s  so m e  
th r e e  y e a r s  a g o . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
b la c k  d a y  w h e n  th e  S p e c ia l i s t  h a d  
d e c la r e d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  d o  n o th in g 
m o r e  f o r  h im . I t  w a s  a n  a c u te  f o r m  
o f  g la u c o m a , a n d  o n ly  a  m ir a c le  
c o u ld  s a v e  h im  f r o m  b l in d n e s s .  
O n ly  a  m i r a c le !  A g a in  th e  s w e e t  
v o ic e  o f  th e  n u r s e  w h o  h a d  a t t e n d e d  
h im  d u r i n g  th o s e  f a t e f u l  h o u r s  a t  
th e  h o s p i t a l  r a n g  in  h is  e a r s .  “ D o  
n o t  d e s p a i r .  H a v e  f a i t h .  Gfod is  
m e rc ifu l.  M ir a c le s  c a n  h a p p e n . ”  
S h e  h a d  b e e n  to o  b u s y  to  s a y  m o re .

A n d  h e  h a d  n o t  g iv e n  u p  h o p e . 
R e m e m b e r in g  h is  m o t h e r ’s p r a y 
e r s ,  th e  h e a l in g  p o w e r  o f  J e s u s  a n d  
th e  e a r ly  d is c ip le s ,  t h e  a u t h e n t i 
c a te d  “ c u r e s ”  o f  th e  m id d le  a g e s , 
h e  t u r n e d  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h  
b e s e e c h in g  i t s  a id .  B u t  th e  v a r io u s  
p a s t o r s  a n d  p r i e s t s  w h o m  h e  v i s i t e d  
f r a n k l y  a d m i t t e d  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  
o f f e r  a n y  h e lp  to  s u c h  a s  h e . Gfod, 
i t  s e e m e d , h a d ,  f o r  s o m e  in s c r u ta b l e  
r e a s o n ,  p e r m i t t e d  d i s e a s e  a n d  s u f 
f e r i n g  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  m o d e  o f  c h a s 
t i s e m e n t ,  o r  a s  a  p r o v i d e n t i a l  p r o 
c e s s  w h e r e b y  h u m a n  b e in g s  c o u ld  
a t t a i n  to  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  “ I  
c a n  o n ly  p r a y  f o r  y o u ,  m y  s o n ,”  
s a id  th e  c le r g y m a n ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t
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a t  c o n s o la t io n ,  “ t h a t  G o d ’s w ill  
m a y  b e  d o n e .”

B u t  w a s  i t  G o d ’s w il l  t h a t  h e  
s h o u ld  b e c o m e  a  b u r d e n  to  h im s e l f  
a n d  to  s o c ie ty ?  h e  q u e s t io n e d .  A l 
t h o u g h  m e d ic a l  s k i l l  a n d  t h e  o r t h o 
d o x  c h u r c h  h a d  f a i l e d  h im , y e t  th e  
fig -h tin g  s p i r i t  w i th in  r e f u s e d  to  a c 
c e p t  h i s  d o o m . O th e r  a g e n c ie s  
t h e r e  w e r e  w h o  p r o f e s s e d  t h e  h e a l 
in g  a r t s .  A m o n g  th e s e  h e  t h e r e f o r e  
b e g a n  a  f e v e r i s h  s e a r c h .

B u t  i t  w a s  n o t  lo n g  b e f o r e  h e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e  t im e  w a s  f a r  to o  
s h o r t  i n  w h ic h  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  s t u d y  
a n d  p r a c t i c e  th e  t e a c h in g  a n d  m e 
th o d s  o f  P s y c h o th e r a p y ,  t h e  E m a n 
u e l  M o v e m e n t,  N e w  T h o u g h t ,  
o r  in d e e d  a n y  o f  th e  o c c u lt  s c h o o ls . 
B e s id e s ,  i t  w a s  e v id e n t  t h a t  n o n e  
o f  th e m  c o u ld  b e  q u i te  c o n f id e n t  o f  
a r r e s t i n g  th e  m a r c h  o f  th e  c r u e l  
d is e a s e .

T h e n ,  o n e  d a y , h e  f o u n d  h im s e l f  
i n  th e  q u ie t  ro o m  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  
S c ie n c e  P r a c t i t i o n e r .  A  w o m a n , 
w i th  th e  s t e a d y  e y e s  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  
a  d o c to r ,  a s s u r e d  h im  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
n o th in g  to  f e a r .  I m p r e s s i v e l y  s h e  
r e a d  th e  “ S c ien tific  s ta te m e n t o f  
b e in g “ -—■

“ T h e r e  is  n o  l i f e ,  t r u t h ,  i n t e l 
l ig e n c e  n o r  s u b s ta n c e  in  m a t t e r .  A l l  
i s  in f in i te  m in d  a n d  i t s  in f in i te  m a n i 
f e s t a t i o n s  . . . S p i r i t  i s  im m o r t a l  
T r u t h ,  m a t t e r  is  m o r t a l .  S p i r i t  i s  
G o d , a n d  m a n  is  h i s  im a g e  a n d  l ik e 
n e s s .  T h e r e f o r e  m a n  i s  n o t  m a 
t e r i a l :  h e  i s  s p i r i t u a l . ”

S h e  e x p la in e d  to  h im  t h a t  M rs .  
E d d y  h a d ,  in  1866 , r e v iv e d  a  lo n g -  
b u r i e d  p r in c ip le  a n d  p o w e r  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ; t h a t  h e  h a d  b u t  to  a c 
c e p t  th e s e  “ s c ie n tif ic  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  
t r u t h , ”  a n d  a l l  w o u ld  b e  w e ll.
‘ £ S in c e  G o d  i s  p e r f e c t ,  ’ ’ s h e  a r g u e d ,
‘ ‘ H e  c a n n o t  in c lu d e  o r  b e  r e s p o n s i 

b le  f o r  a n y t h i n g  u n l ik e  H im s e l f .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  d e a th ,  s in ,  a n d  a l l  s ic k 
n e s s  a r e  m e r e  i l lu s io n s  o f  m o r t a l  
m in d ,  w h ic h  f i r m ly  d e n ie d ,  w o u ld  
d i s a p p e a r .  T h e y  h a d  n o  h a r m f u l  
p o w e r  in  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  m a n  r e a l iz e s  
t h a t  h e  is  s p i r i t u a l ,  n o t  m a t e r i a l .  I f  
d i s e a s e  c a n n o t  e x i s t  i n  G o d , i t  c a n 
n o t  a fflic t m a n , w h o  i s  H is  r e f le c 
t io n . ’ ’

T h e  m e ta p h y s ic s  w e r e  c e r t a in l y  
d iff ic u lt to  fo llo w . B u t  th e  c e n t r a l  
f a c t  t h a t  a  c u r e  w a s  p o s s ib le ,  t h a t ,  
in d e e d ,  d is e a s e  h a d  n o  p la c e  i n  th e  
s c h e m e  o f  th in g s ,  s t r u c k  v iv id ly  
h o m e . W h y  t r y  to  r e a s o n  to o  c lo s e 
ly ?  E a g e r l y  h e  l i s t e n e d  to  th e  
s t r o n g  a f f i r m a t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w e d . 
“ M a n ’s s ig h t  is  n o t  m a t e r i a l ;  i t  i s  
s p i r i t u a l .  H e  s e e s  w i th  th e  b o u n d 
le s s  s ig h t  o f  in f in i ty ,  th e  e y e s  o f  h i s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e in g  e n l ig h t e n e d .”

H o p e  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n  a w o k e  
w i th in  h im . “  A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  
t h i s  id e a  o f  th e  i l lu s io n  o f  m a t t e r  
w a s  n o t  r e a l l y  n e w . P l a t o ,  K a n t ,  
a n d  o th e r  p h i lo s o p h e r s  h a d  t a u g h t  
s o m e th in g  s im i la r .  B u t  i t  h a d  b e e n  
g iv e n  to  t h i s  p e r h a p s  i n s p i r e d  
w o m a n  to  m a k e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a 
t io n  o f  th e  t h e o r y . ”

E v e r y  d a y  th e n  f o u n d  h im  a t  th e  
P r a c t i t i o n e r ’s ro o m . T h e  f e e s ,  i n 
d e e d , w e r e  h ig h — b u t  w h a t  m a t t e r ,  
i f  h is  p r e c io u s  s ig h t  w e r e  s a v e d ?  
H e  w a s  a d v is e d  to  r e f r a i n  f r o m  
v i s i t i n g  th e  o c u l is t  a n d  a l l  f o r m e r  
f r i e n d s ,  l e s t  ‘ ‘m o r t a l  m i n d ”  s h o u ld  
s h a k e  h is  n e w ly - f o u n d  f a i t h .  A n d  
g r a d u a l l y  th e  h e a l in g  b e c a m e  m a n i 
f e s t .  T h e n  c a m e  th e  g r e a t  o c c a s io n  
w h e n  h e  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  to  p r e s e n t  
h im s e l f  to  th e  S p e c ia l i s t .

“ T r u l y  r e m a r k a b l e ! ”  e x c la im e d  
th e  D o c to r ,  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  e x a m in a 
t io n .  “ A l l  t r a c e s  o f  g la u c o m a  h a v e  
d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e  e y e s  a r e  a  l i t t l e  
w e a k , b u t  o th e r w is e  q u i te  n o r m a l
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a g a i n . ”  I n  s i le n c e  lie  l i s t e n e d  to  
h i s  p a t i e n t ’s e n th u s i a s t i c  e x p la n a 
t io n s .

“ I  g r a n t  y o u  th e  m ir a c le ,  M r . 
B r o u g h t o n ,”  h e  f in a l ly  o b s e r v e d ,  
“ b u t  I ’m  a f r a i d  y o u r  m e ta p h y s ic s  
a n d  p h i lo s o p h y  a r e  b e y o n d  m e . 
H o w  m a t t e r ,  w h ic h  is  c o m m o n  to  u s  
a l l ,  a n d  c a n  b e  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  a s  a  
m e d iu m  o f  in f in i te  e x p e r ie n c e ,  c a n  
b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  ‘i l l u s i o n ’ b e a t s  
m e . S u r e ly  a n  ‘i l l u s i o n ’ i s  s o m e 
t h in g  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  f i t  i n to  th e  
s y s te m  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  o n  i t s  o w n  
p la n e .  F a i t h  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  a r e  m ig h ty  f a c t o r s ,  th e  p s y 
c h o lo g ic a l  v a lu e  o f  w h ic h  w e  m e d i 
c a l  m e n  w o u ld  d o  w e ll  to  t a k e  m o r e  
in to  a c c o u n t .  Y o u  m a y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
c a l l  i t  w h a t  y o u  w i l l . ”

I n  th e  w a i t in g - r o o m  h e  h a d  m e t  
th e  D o c t o r ’s a s s i s t a n t .  “ I t ’s 
s p l e n d i d ,”  s h e  e x c la im e d , h e r  d a r k  
e y e s  s h in in g  w i th  s y m p a t h e t i c  jo y .  
“ W h a t  w o n d e r f u l  t h in g s  f a i t h  a n d  
p r a y e r  c a n  d o  f o r  u s ! ”

“ I  ow e  e v e r y th in g  to  C h r i s t i a n  
S c ie n c e , ’ ’ h e  d e c la r e d  w a r m ly .

“ A n d  to  G o d , b y  m e a n s  o f------- ”
s u p p l i e d  th e  n u r s e  s o f t ly .

T h a t  h a d  b e e n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  
g r e a t  f r i e n d s h ip  b e tw e e n  t h e m :  a  
f r i e n d s h i p  t h a t  h a d  h e ld ,  in  s p i t e  o f  
th e  d if f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  r e l ig io u s  o u t 
lo o k . Y e t  i t  w a s  j u s t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  
t h a t  w o r r i e d  B r o u g h to n  a n d  h a d  
p r e v e n te d  h im  f r o m  d e c la r in g  h is  
lo v e .

A n d  n o w  h e  s u d d e n ly  a w o k e  to  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  a c tu a l ly  s to o d  b e 
f o r e  th e  g a t e  o f  th e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  
t h a t  h e  in te n d e d  to  a s k  n u r s e  R u t h  
f o r  h e r  c o m p a n y  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .

I t  w a s  o n ly  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e y  
s h o u ld  d is c u s s  th e  b e l ie f s  t h a t  r e a r 
e d  a  t h in ,  b u t  in f le x ib le  b a r r i e r ,  b e 
tw e e n  th e m . “ M y  d e a r  f r i e n d , ”

p r o t e s t e d  th e  n u r s e  o n  t h i s  o c c a 
s io n , “ I ’m  a f r a i d  I  q u i te  a g r e e  w ith  
th e  d o c t o r ’s a r g u m e n t .  ‘I l l u s i o n ’ 
a s  y o u  c a l l  m a t t e r  is ,  o n  i t s  o w n  
p la n e ,  j u s t  a s  r e a l  a s  s p i r i t ,  s in c e  
b o th  c a n  o n ly  e x i s t  f o r  m a n  in  c o n 
s c io u s n e s s .  I f  th e  o b je c t iv e  w o r ld  
d o e s  n o t  e x is t  in  i t s  o w n  r i g h t  (s o  
to  s p e a k ) ,  y e t  i t  p o s s e s s e s  u n q u e s 
t io n a b le  v a l i d i t y  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  T o  
r e g a r d  th e  m a t e r i a l  u n iv e r s e  n e i th e r  
a s  a  ‘ f ic t i t io u s  p r o d u c t  o f  m o r t a l  
m i n d , ’ n o r  a s  a n  u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y ,  
b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  
D iv in e  W i l l  a n d  I n te l l ig e n c e — a 
w o r ld  n o t  o f  m e r e  i l lu s io n  a n d  
n o th in g n e s s — b u t  o f  e n d le s s  a n d  
c o m p le x  p h e n o m e n a ,  is  to  b e  in  a c 
c o r d  w i th  t r u e  s c ie n c e  a n d  r e l ig io n ,  
to  s a y  n o th in g  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e . 
M a n ’s p h y s ic a l  f o r m  i s  a  v e h ic le  
t h r o u g h  w h ic h  h is  s o u l, f o r  a  t im e , 
f u n c t io n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  g a in  
e x p e r ie n c e s  e s s e n t i a l  to  h i s  s p i r i t 
u a l  u n f o ld m e n t .  I n  t h i s  l ig h t ,  s u r e 
ly  o n e  m u s t  a c k n o w le d g e  t h a t  m a n  
is  n o t  o n ly  s p i r i t u a l ,  b u t  m a t e r i a l  
a l s o . ’ ’

“ Y o u  r e a s o n  v e r y  c le v e r ly ,  
R u t h , ”  o b s e r v e d  h e r  c o m p a n io n , 
r e f le c t in g  r u e f u l ly ,  t h a t  b e f o r e  h e r  
s im p le  c l e a r  a r g u m e n t s  h i s  o w n  
c a r e f u l ly  p r i m e d  s t a t e m e n t s  h a d  a  
l i t t l e  w a y  o f  c r u m b l in g  to  p ie c e s .

‘ ‘ O h , n o , ’ ’ s h e  d is c la im e d  w i th  e n 
g a g in g  h u m i l i t y ,  “ th e s e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  
m y  o w n  id e a s ,  b u t  a r e  th e  t e a c h in g s  
o f  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  W h o , a s  y o u  k n o w , 
i n t e r p r e t e d  f o r  u s — th e  g r e a t  m e s 
s a g e  to  t h i s  n e w  a g e  o f  H is  F a t h e r ,  
B a h a ’u ’l la h .  M a y  I  r e a d  y o u  a  f e w  
o f  H is  W o r d s  o n  th e  s u b j e c t ? ”

“ M a t t e r ,  r e f le c t in g  th e  n e g a t iv e  
a s p e c t  o f  G o d  i s  s e l f - e x i s t e n t ,  e t e r 
n a l ,  a n d  f il ls  a l l  s p a c e .  I t  i s  . . .  a  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d  w h ic h  i s  c h a r 
a c te r i z e d  b y  p a s s i v i t y ,  q u ie s c e n c e , 
in a c t iv i t y .  I n  i t s e l f  i t  i s  w i th o u t
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c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  .  .  .  b u t  S p i r i t ,  

f l o w i n g  o u t  f r o m  G o d ,  p e r m e a t e s  

a l l  m a t t e r .  T h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

G o d ,  L o v e ,  i s  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e .  

I t  i s  a n  o n t p o u r  f r o m  G o d ,  a n d  i s  

p u r e  s p i r i t .  L o v e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  

p o s i t i v e  a n d  a c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  G o d ,  

i m p r e s s e s  i t s  n a t u r e  u p o n  t h e  a t o m s  

a n d  e l e m e n t s .  B y  i t s  p o w e r  t h e y  

a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  u n d e r  

c e r t a i n  o r d e r e d  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h u s  

u n i t i n g  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  u n i t e ,  g i v e  

b i r t h  t o  w o r l d s  a n d  s y s t e m s  o f  

w o r l d s .  T h e  s a m e  l a w s  w o r k i n g  

u n d e r  d e v e l o p e d  c o n d i t i o n s  b r i n g  

i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  l i v i n g  b e i n g s .  S p i r i t  

i s  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  f o r m ,  a n d  t h e  

f o r m  i s  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t .  T h e  

e v o l u t i o n  o f  l i f e  a n d  f o r m  p r o c e e d s  

h a n d  i n  h a n d .  T h e  p o w e r s  o f  s p i r i t  

a r e  e v o l v e d  b y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  

f o r m ,  a n d  t h e  p l a s t i c i t y  o f  t h e  m a t 

t e r  o f  t h e  f o r m  i s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  

a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t . ”

” D o e s  n o t  s u c h  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  

a p p e a r  r e a s o n a b l e ? ”  d e m a n d e d  

B / u t h .

“ I t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s ”  a d m i t t e d  

B r o u g h t o n ,  b u t  y o u  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  

t h e  u n a n s w e r a b l e  a r g u m e n t ,  

“ W h e r e a s  I  w a s  b l i n d — n o w  I  s e e . ”

“ O f  c o u r s e  y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  f e e l  

g r a t e f u l , ”  r e s p o n d e d  t h e  n u r s e ,  

“ b u t  n e e d  y o u  b a s e  t h e  f a c t  o f  y o u r  

c u r e  s o l e l y  u p o n  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c s  

o f  M r s .  E d d y ,  o r  a c c e p t  i t  a s  a  c o n 

c l u s i v e  p r o o f  o f  t h e  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  

a l l  h e r  d o c t r i n e s ?  U n d o u b t e d l y  

s h e  h a s  b e e n  a  m e a n s  o f  a w a k e n i n g  

t h e  w o r l d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i n 

t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m i n d  a n d  b o d y ,  

a n d  t o  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  a d o p t i n g  

a  n e w  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  p a i n  a n d  

p h y s i c a l  s u f f e r i n g .  B u t  i s  h e r  m e 

t h o d  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  m e d i u m  

t h r o u g h  w h i c h  h e a l i n g  c a n  a n d  d o e s  

t a k e  p l a c e ? ”

’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a  d e c l a r e s :  ‘  ‘  T h e r e  i s

b u t  o n e  p o w e r  w h i c h  h e a l s — t h a t  i s  

G o d .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  h e a l 

i n g  a r e  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  p o w e r  t h a t  

h e a l s  i s  D i v i n e .  M e d i c i n e  i s  m e r e l y  

a n  o u t w a r d  f o r m  b y  w h i c h  w e  o b 

t a i n  h e a v e n l y  h e a l i n g .  A l l  t h a t  w e  

s e e  a r o u n d  u s  i s  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m i n d .  

I t  i s  m i n d  i n  t h e  h e r b ,  a n d  i n  t h e  

m i n e r a l  t h a t  a c t s  o n  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  

a n d  c h a n g e s  i t s  c o n d i t i o n . ”

“ B u t , ”  u r g e d  B r o u g h t o n , ”  s i n c e  

s p i r i t u a l  h e a l i n g  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r m  

o f  h e a l i n g ,  w e  s h o u l d  p u t  o u r  t r u s t  

i n  S p i r i t ,  a n d  n o t  i n  a n y  m e d i c a l  o r  

m a t e r i a l  m e a n s . ”

“ Y e t ,  i f  y o u  c u t  y o u r  f i n g e r  

w o u l d n ’ t  y o u  b i n d  i t  u p  t o  s t o p  

t h e  b l e e d i n g  b e f o r e  ‘ t r e a t i n g ? ’  ”  

a s k e d  t h e  n u r s e  q u i c k l y .

“ Y o u  s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  d i f 

f e r e n t  f o r m s  o f  h e a l i n g ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  

a r e  f r o m  G o d .  B u t  t h e  s t a t e  o r  

c o n d i t i o n  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  h e a l i n g  

t a k e s  p l a c e  i s  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  

h e a r t .  “ B y  s o m e  t h i s  s t a t e  i s  

r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  p i l l s ,  p o w d e r s  a n d  

p h y s i c i a n s .  B y  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  

h y g i e n e ,  f a s t i n g  a n d  p r a y e r .  B y  

o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n . ”

I n  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

“ t h e  e n t i r e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

m i n d  o f  a  s t r o n g  p e r s o n  i s  m a d e  

u p o n  a  s i c k  o n e .  T h e  l a t t e r  e x 

p e c t s  w i t h  f a i t h  t h a t  a  c u r e  w i l l  b e  

a f f e c t e d .  F r o m  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  

m e n t a l  i m p r e s s i o n s  a n  e x c i t e m e n t  

o f  t h e  n e r v e s  i s  p r o d u c e d  .  .  .  t h i s  

b e c o m e s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e c o v e r y . ”

B u t  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  t e a c h e s  t h a t  

t h e  m o s t  p o t e n t  m e a n s  o f  h e a l i n g  i s  

t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  “ T h i s  

p o w e r  i s  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  

O n e s  o f  G o d ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  

u p o n  c o n t a c t ,  n o r  o n  s i g h t ,  n o r  u p o n  

p r e s e n c e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t u a l  

h e a l i n g .  ’  ’

“ B u t  y o u  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y , ”  

p u r s u e d  B r o u g h t o n , ”  t h a t  h e a l i n g ,
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e v e n  w h e n  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a d  f a i t h ,  

d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  o c c u r . ”

“ Y e s , ”  r e t u r n e d  h i s  c o m p a n i o n ,  

“ f o r  t h e  M a s t e r  t a u g h t  t h a t  o u r  

p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  i s  s o  l i n k e d  u p  w i t h  

o u r  m e n t a l ,  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

h e a l t h ,  a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

a n d  s o c i a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  o u r  f e l l o w 

m e n ,  n a y ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  

p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  t h a t  e a c h  o f  

t h e s e  i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  a  

f a r  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  i s  u s u a l l y  

r e a l i z e d .  P h y s i c a l  h e a l t h ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  d e p e n d s  u p o n  m a n y  f a c t o r s ,  

s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  o u t s i d e  b o t h  t h e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  h e a l  h i m .  I n  a  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  

r i g h t  s p i r i t u a l  a t t i t u d e ,  o n e  o f  h o p e  

a n d  c o u r a g e ,  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b a n i s h  

t h e  i l l - h e a l t h .

“ Y e t  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l t h  b e i n g  s o  

m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  

h e a l t h ,  s o m e t i m e s  i t  m a y  h a p p e n  

t h a t  i f  h e a l i n g  w e r e  g r a n t e d  t o  o n e  

w h o  i s  s i c k ,  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  o t h e r ,  a n d  w o r s e ,  i l l s . ”  

U s i n g  e v e r y  m e a n s  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l ,  

w h e t h e r  m a t e r i a l  o r  m e n t a l ,  w e  

s h o u l d  p r a y  t o  G r o d  a n d  h a v e  f u l l  

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  H i s  W i s d o m  t h a t ,  i f  

h e a l i n g  i s  b e s t  f o r  u s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  

g r a n t e d .  A n d  t h e  p r o m i s e  h a s  b e e n  

g i v e n ,  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  

s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d s  h a v e  b e c o m e  h a r 

m o n i o u s l y  a t t u n e d  a n d  c o - r e l a t e d  

“ w h e n  h e a r t s  b e c o m e  h e a v e n l y  a n d  

a s p i r a t i o n s  p u r e ,  p e r f e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  s o u l  a n d  b o d y  c a n  t a k e  

p l a c e  .  . .  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

d i s e a s e s  w i l l  t h e n  r e c e i v e  a b s o l u t e  

h e a l i n g . ”  F o r  t h e  w h o l e  t r e e  o f  

h u m a n i t y  i s  s i c k  a n d  e v e r y  l e a f  o n  

t h e  t r e e  s h a r e s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s i c k 

n e s s .  “ T h a t  i s  w h y  s u c c e s s i v e  

M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  C f o d  h a v e  b e e n  

s e n t  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

T h e y  m i g h t  a c t  a s  D i v i n e  P h y s i 

c i a n s  t o  b o t h  t h e  s o n l s  a n d  b o d i e s  o f  

m e n .  ’  ’

“ Y o u  s a i d — p r a y  t o  G r o d ,  E u t h ;  

b u t  w h e n  i l l  I  a l w a y s  s e e k  t h e  h e l p  

o f  m y  P r a c t i t i o n e r , ”  o b s e r v e d  

B r o u g h t o n .

“ I n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  I  c a n  

u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  l i k e  t o  d o  s o , ”  w a s  

t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  a n s w e r ,  “ b u t  w e  

s h o u l d  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  p r a y e r  i s  a  

w o n d e r f u l  p o w e r  w e  c a n  a l l  u s e ,  

p r o v i d e d  o u r  h e a r t s  a r e  s i n c e r e .  I t  

i s  n o t  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e p e n d  

u p o n  e i t h e r  a  p r i e s t  o r  a  p r a c t i t i o n 

e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  f a i t h  w e  o u r s e l v e s  

s h o u l d  p o s s e s s .  I  c o u l d  g i v e  y o u  

s o m e  b e a u t i f u l  B a h a ’ i  p r a y e r s  f o r  

h e l p  a n d  h e a l i n g , ”  s h e  e n d e d  w i s t 

f u l l y .

O n  a n o t h e r  e v e n i n g  t h e y  f e l l  t o  

d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  e v i l .

“ I f  G r o d  i s  p e r f e c t ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  H i s  c r e a t i v e  t h o u g h t  m u s t  b e  t h e  

s a m e , ”  a r g u e d  B r o u g h t o n .  I t  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  

i n  a  p e r f e c t  C r e a t o r  a n d  a n  i m p e r 

f e c t  m a t e r i a l  c r e a t i o n . ”

“ I t  d o e s  s e e m  s o , ”  a d m i t t e d  

E u t h ,  “ b u t  d o n ’ t  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  s o l u 

t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  m a n  i s  a  t h i n k i n g  b e i n g ,  t h a t  

h e  l i v e s  i n  a  t h o u g h t - w o r l d ,  a n d  i s  

f r e e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  f a c u l t y  a s  h e  

c h o o s e s ?  H e  m a y ,  i n  t h o u g h t ,  a b 

s t r a c t  h i s  w o r l d  f r o m  t h e  D i v i n e  

I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  d i s o w n  h i s  s p i r i t 

u a l  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  o r  h e  m a y  s e e k  t o  

r e a l i z e  p e r f e c t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  

t h r o u g h  o b e d i e n c e  t o  D i v i n e  c o m 

m a n d s ,  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

G - o d ’ s  p u r p o s e s  f o r  h i m .

“ E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  G f o d  h a s  c r e 

a t e d  i s ,  i n  i t s  o w n  p l a c e  a n d  c y c l e ,  

p e r f e c t — f r o m  a  p l a n t  t o  a  p l a n e t .  

B u t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  i l l s  a r e  t h e  

p r o d u c t  o f  p e r v e r t e d  t h o u g h t ,  o f  

d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  ’  ’
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“ I n  R e a l i t y  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v i l ”  d e 

c l a r e d  B r o u g h t o n .

“ A g r e e d ! ”  c r i e d  R u t h  h a p p i l y ,  

“ t h e r e  i s  n o  p o s i t i v e  e v i l .  I t  i s  a  

n e g a t i v e  s t a t e  o r  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  i s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  g o o d ,  a s  

d a r k n e s s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  l i g h t .  B u t  t o  d e n y  t h e  d a r k n e s s  

i s  i l l o g i c a l  a n d  a  w a s t e  o f  t i m e .  

R a t h e r  l e t  u s  s e e k  t o  t u r n  o n  t h e  

l i g h t  b o t h  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  d o n e  b y  d e n y i n g  t h a t  

e v i l  e x i s t s  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  s o 

c i e t y ,  b u t  b y  r e c o g n i z i n g ,  a n d  t r y 

i n g  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  t h a t  

t h e  s o v e r e i g n  r e m e d y  f o r  a l l  e v i l  

a n d  s u f f e r i n g  l i e s  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

g u i d a n c e  a n d  o b e y i n g  t h e  c o m m a n d s  

o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  s e n t  b y  G - o d .  E v i l  

i s  s u c h  a  r e l a t i v e  t h i n g ,  i s n ’ t  i t ?  

W h a t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  w r o n g  t o  a  s a v 

a g e ,  m i g h t ,  i n  a  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  

m a n ,  b e  a  s i n .  ’  ’

A s  t h e y  p a r t e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  R u t h ’ s

d a r k  e y e s  l o o k e d  w i t h  f r a n k  c h a l 

l e n g e  i n t o  t h o s e  o f  h e r  c o m p a n i o n ’ s .

“ C l i f f o r d , ”  s h e  s a i d  i n  l o w ,  

s e a r c h i n g  t o n e s ,  “ s u p p o s i n g  C h r i s 

t i a n  S c i e n c e  d i d  n o t  h o l d  o u t  t o  y o u  

a n y  m a t e r i a l  g a i n  o r  r e w a r d ,  o r  

p r o m i s e  y o u  h e a l t h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  

a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  b e l i e v i n g  i t s  

t e n e t s —  w o u l d  i t  s t i l l  c l a i m  y o u r  a l 

l e g i a n c e ?  S u p p o s i n g ,  i n s t e a d ,  i t  

s a i d  t o  y o u  a s  d i d  O n e  o f  o l d : D o n ’ t  

s e e k  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  t r o u b l e .  ‘ T a k e  

u p  t h y  c r o s s  a n d  f o l l o w . ’  O r ,  a s  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  a d v i s e s :  ‘ W h e n  t h e  

f i r e  o f  t r i a l s  i s  l i g h t e d ,  c e l e b r a t e  y e  

i n  j o y .  T o  t h e  s i n c e r e  o n e s  t e s t s —  

a f f l i c t i o n s  a n d  c a l a m i t i e s — a r e  a  g i f t  

f r o m  G o d .  T h e y  r e m o v e  t h e  d u s t  

o f  e g o t i s m  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t ,  t h e  v e i l  

o f  s e l f - s e e k i n g  f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

s i g h t ’ .  . . . ”

A n d  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  s t a r l i g h t ,  s h e  

l e f t  h i m — “ s u p p o s i n g . ”

“ All healing is spiritual healing in reality, no matter whether 
medicine or affirmation or supplication are used. Any method which 
establishes the confidence of the heart, is approved— only that when it 
is done without the medium of drugs or food, no money should be ac
cepted for i t .”

Ashed which is the true attitude of prayer—affirmation or sup
plication— ’A bdu’l-Baha emphatically replied: “ Supplication— -be
cause at the door of God’s bounty all are humble suppliants and needy.

“ Those ivho say they are healing through the Power of God, should 
accept no pay, for  they are the dispensers of God’s bounty, channels of 
His grace. They should be like the disciples of Christ, who, after the 
crucifixion, assembled together for the purpose of discussing matters  
pertaining to their mission. They regarded the Life of Jesus and His  
Teachings. ‘Freely ye have received, noiu freely ye must give.’ ”
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His Royal Highness Mohomed A li Pacha of Egypt— a Prince of the wonderful land of the 
Pharaohs and the Khedives. (See opposite page.)
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A GREAT PRINCE SPEAKS OF ’ABDU’L-BAHA
M a r t h a  L .  R o o t

The following interview with a Muhammadan notable of Egypt has great human 
interest in revealing intimately not only the personality of a distinguished Oriental, but 
even more especially in showing the breadth of thought of a modern Muhammadan. 
In the Islamic world, as well as in Christendom, intelligent and cultured people are 
much broader in their religious attitudes than a generation ago.

T  w a s  i n  C a i r o ,  E g y p t ,  o n  N o 

v e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  t h a t  o n e  o f  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  P r i n c e s  o f  t h i s  w o n d e r 

f u l  l a n d  o f  t h e  P h a r a o h s  a n d  t h e  

K h e d i v e s ,  H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  

P r i n c e  M o h a m e d  A l i  P a c h a ,  s o  

c h a r m i n g ,  s o  c u l t u r e d ,  s o  f a r - s e e i n g  

a  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  s p o k e  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  

a b o u t  h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a .  H i s  s e c r e t a r y  h a d  c a l l e d  a t  

m y  h o t e l  t h r e e  d a y s  b e f o r e ,  a n d  t h e  

i n v i t a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  f o r  T h u r s 

d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a t  t h r e e  o ’ c l o c k .  

M o t o r i n g  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l o r f u l  

C a i r o  t h o r o u g h f a r e s  t o w a r d  M a n i a l  

P a l a c e ,  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  P r i n c e ,  t h e  

w r i t e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  n o w h e r e  i n  

E g y p t  i s  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  m o d e r n i s m  

o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m o r e  i n  

e v i d e n c e  t h a n  i n  C a i r o .  I t  i s  j u s t  

t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  a n d  t h e  

n e w  t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  c i t y  i t s  e n c h a n t 

m e n t .  S o m e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  

t h e i r  m o s q u e s  a n d  b a z a a r s  a n d  c o f 

f e e  h o u s e s  w e r e  m e d i e v a l  j u s t  l i k e  

t h o s e  i n  t h e  A r a b i a n  N i g h t s ,  o t h e r s  

s o  s p a c i o u s  w i t h  s q u a r e s  a n d  p a r k s  

a n d  h o t e l s ,  o p e r a  h o u s e s ,  t h e a t r e s  

a n d  s h o p s ,  t h a t  o n e  f e e l s  L o n d o n  

c o u l d  b o a s t  n o  b e t t e r .  B u t  s u d 

d e n l y  t h e  c h a u f f e u r  c r o s s e s  a  f i n e  

b r i d g e  c a l l e d  P r i n c e  M o h a m e d  A l i  

b r i d g e ,  a n d  t u r n s  t h e  c a r  t o  t h e  

d r i v e w a y  b e s i d e  t h e  s i n u o u s  s i l v e r y  

N i l e .  E v e r y w h e r e  a r e  t o  b e  s e e n  

v i l l a s  a n d  s p l e n d i d  m a n s i o n s ,  s i l 

h o u e t t e d  a g a i n s t  t a l l ,  s t a t e l y  s e n s i 

t i v e  p a l m s ,  a n d  t h e  d r i v e r  h a l t s  t h e

m o t o r  c a r  b e f o r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o s i n g  

o f  a l l  t h e  p a l a c e s .

T h e  p l e a s a n t ,  f i n e  s e c r e t a r y  r e 

c e i v e d  m e ,  t o o k  m e  i n t o  a  r i c h l y  

c a r p e t e d  a n d  t a p e s t r i e d  e n t r a n c e  

s a l o n  w h e r e  I  w r o t e  m y  n a m e  i n  t h e  

G u e s t  B o o k .  “ S u r e l y  t h i s  P r i n c e  

m u s t  b e  a  g r e a t  s p o r t s m a n , ”  I  

t h o u g h t ,  “ f o r  t h e s e  w a l l s  a r e  c o v 

e r e d  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o f  r a c e s  a n d  

r a c e r s . ”  T h e n  w e  s t e p p e d  o u t  

a g a i n  i n t o  t h e  p o r t e - c o c h e r e  a n d  

w a l k e d  i n t o  a n  E g y p t i a n  g a r d e n ,  

t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  t r o p i c  p a r a d i s e  

I  h a v e  e v e r  l o o k e d  u p o n !  O n l y  a  

g r e a t  a r t i s t  c o u l d  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s u c h  

a  p o e m  o f  p a l m s ; s u c h  a  s y m p h o n y  

o f  c o l o r s ! A n d  i n  t h e  v e r y  c e n t r e  

o f  t h e  i m m e n s e  g r o u n d s  w a s  a  g r e a t  

B a n y a n  t r e e — t h e  r a i s o n  d ’ e t r e  

f o r  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  m a g n i f i c e n t  t r e e s  

— a n d  t h e  p a l a c e  a n d  t h e  r e m a r k 

a b l e  l i t t l e  m o s q u e  a l l  i n  M o o r i s h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  t h e  t o w e r  o f  c l a s s i c  

b e a u t y  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h e  g a t e s  w o n 

d r o u s l y  c a r v e d  a l l  i n  b l a c k  e b o n y .  

“ O h ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m i s t a k e n ! ”  

m y  m i n d  s a i d ,  “ H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  

t h e  P r i n c e ,  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a  

s p o r t s m a n ,  h e  i s  s u r e l y  a  f a m o u s  

a r c h i t e c t ,  a r t i s t  a n d  g e n i u s ! ”

O n e  m a y  r e a d  a l l  o n e ’ s  l i f e  a b o u t  

t h e  c h a r m  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  s e e  t h e  

s h o w  p l a c e s  w h i c h  m i l l i o n s  o f  t o u r 

i s t s  h a v e  v i s i t e d ,  b u t  w a l k i n g  i n  t h i s  

g a r d e n  o f  p a l m s ,  p e r f e c t  p a l m s  r e p 

r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e v e r y  s p e c i e s  i n  

e v e r y  l a n d ,  o n e  w o n d e r s  i f  h e a v e n
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i s  m o r e  l o v e l y ,  a n d  i f  i n  t h e  K i n g 

d o m  B e y o n d  t h e r e  a r e  t r e e s  l i k e  t h i s  

B a n y a n  t r e e  w h i c h  i s  a  l i v i n g  t e n t  

w i t h o u t  p o l e s  a n d  c o r d s ,  e x t e n d i n g  

i t s  w e l c o m e  s h a d e  t o  a l l  w h o  c o m e  

u n d e r  i t .

I  w a s  g l a d  t h a t  n o  P h a r a o h ’ s  

d a u g h t e r  o r  n o  C l e o p a t r a  o f  t h e  

P t o l e m i e s  c a m e  w a l k i n g ’  d o w n  

t h o s e  p a l a c e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  

i n s t e a d  i t  w a s  i n f i n i t e l y  m o r e  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  t o  s e e  H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  

P r i n c e  M o h a m e d  A l i  P a c h a ,  b r o t h e r  

o f  t h e  f o r m e r  K h e d i v e  o f  E g y p t  a n d  

n e p h e w  o f  H i s  M a j e s t y  t h e  p r e s e n t  

K i n g  F u a d ,  t h i s  g r a c i o u s  h o s t  w h o  

h a d  m e t  ’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a ,  c o m e  a r o u n d  

o n e  o f  t h e  c u r v i n g  r o a d w a y s  o f  t h e  

g a r d e n  t o  m e e t  m e .  H e  c a m e  

q u i c k l y ,  s w i n g i n g  h i s  c a n e ,  a  h a n d 

s o m e  m a n  w i t h  m o s t  s i n c e r e ,  f r a n k ,  

h u m a n i t y - t r u s t i n g  e y e s .  H i s  v e r y  

s o u l  s a l u t e s  o n e  t h r o u g h  h i s  p e n e 

t r a t i n g  b r o w n  e y e s .  H e  w a s  d r e s s 

e d  i n  a  m o d i s h  s u i t  o f  g r e y ;  h e  w o r e  

t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r e d  f e z ,  a n d  o n  

h i s  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  w a s  a  w r o u g h t  g o l d  

r i n g  s e t  w i t h  a  l a r g e  a n d  v e r y  u n -  

u s a l  e m e r a l d .

H i s  d e l i g h t f u l  H i g h n e s s  t h e  P r i n c e  

s h o o k  h a n d s  w i t h  m e  a n d  i n v i t e d  m e  

t o  s i t  d o w n  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m f o r t 

a b l e  r u s t i c  c h a i r s  a t  a  l i t t l e  t a b l e  

u n d e r  t h e  B a n y a n  t r e e .  Y o u  w i l l  

s i t  w i t h  u s ,  0  r e a d e r ,  f o r  y o u  t o o ,  

a r e  i n  t h i s  e n c h a n t e d  g a r d e n  t o  h e a r  

w h a t  a  P r i n c e ,  w h o  i s  a  s a v a n t  a n d  

a  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  h a s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a .  O n l y  t h e  P r i n c e  

c a l l e d  h i m ,  ‘ A b b a s  B a b a ’  w h i c h  

i n  A r a b i c  m e a n s  A b b a s  F a t h e r  o r  

F a t h e r  A b b a s .

“ Y e s ,  I  k n e w  A b b a s  B a b a , ”  c o m 

m e n c e d  t h e  P r i n c e ,  ‘  ‘  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t  

f r i e n d  o f  m y  b r o t h e r ,  A b b a s  H i l m i  

I I ,  t h e  l a t e  K h e d i v e . *  A l s o ,  O s m a n  

M o u r t a d a  t h e  G r a n d  M a s t e r  o f  

C e r e m o n i e s  o f  m y  b r o t h e r  h a d  a

g r e a t  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  A b b a s  B a b a .  

I  m e t  y o u r  l o v e d  T e a c h e r  f i r s t  e a r l y  

i n  1 9 1 2  o n  m y  w a y  t o  P a r i s .  T h e n  

w h e n  I  w a s  i n  N e w  Y o r k  i n  1 9 1 2 ,  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  a  h o u s e  

n e a r  C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  a  h o m e  w h i c h  

h i s  f r i e n d s ,  ( o r  d o  y o u  c a l l  t h e m  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s ' ? ) ,  h a d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i m .  

I  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  B e l m o n t  H o t e l  

i n  F i f t h  A v e n u e ,  a n d  A b b a s  B a b a  

w a s  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  c o m e  a n d  v i s i t  

m e  t h e r e .  I  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  

t h i s  k i n d  v i s i t .  ’  ’

T h e n  H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t h e  

P r i n c e  e x p l a i n e d  h o w  p r o u d  h e  w a s  

t o  s e e  a  g r e a t  O r i e n t a l  m o u l d i n g  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  t h o u g h t  o f  A m e r i c a .  M y  

h o s t  c o n t i n u e d :  “ A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  

s o r r y  t o  s e e  O r i e n t a l s  s o  b a c k w a r d  

i n  s c i e n c e s ,  s t i l l  w e  m u s t  n o t  f o r 

g e t  t h a t  s o m e  g r e a t  g e n e r a l s ,  g r e a t  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  

h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  i n  t h e  O r i e n t .  A b b a s  

B a b a  h a s  p r o v e d  t o  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  

t o  t h e  e n t i r e  W e s t  t h a t  g r e a t  g e n 

e r a l s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  a r e  s t i l l  b o r n  

i n  t h e  E a s t !  A s  I  l o v e  t h e  O r i e n t  

a n d  a m  a n  O r i e n t a l ,  I  w a s  v e r y  

p r o u d  o f  A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a ’ s  h i g h  s t a 

t i o n  a n d  p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  Y o u r s  i s  a  c o u n t r y  o f  s u c h  

s t u p e n d o u s  w o n d e r ,  s u c h  m a r k e d  

i n v e n t i o n s ,  s u c h  m a r v e l o u s  s t r i d e s  

i n  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  y o u  s a w  t h e  g r e a t 

n e s s  o f  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a .  ”

T h i s  e a r n e s t  P r i n c e  s p o k e  w i t h  

s u c h  s i n c e r i t y ,  h i s  w o r d s  w e r e :  “ I  

l o v e d  A b b a s  B a b a  a n d  a d m i r e d  

H i m ,  a n d  I  f e l t  H e  l o v e d  m e  a n d  

w a s  a  g o o d  f r i e n d  t o  m e .  ’  ’

“ A f t e r  t h i s  v i s i t  i n  N e w  Y o r k , ”  

t h e  P r i n c e  r e c o u n t e d ,  ’  ’  I  m e t  A b b a s  

B a b a  a g a i n  i n  P a r i s .  H e  t o l d  m e  

o f  H i s  g r e a t  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  O x f o r d  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  H e  t o l d  m e  t o o ,  o f  H i s  

f r i e n d s  i n  G e r m a n y .  L a t e r  o n ,  w e  

t r a v e l e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  s a m e  s h i p

*Khedive m eans R uler.
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c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  E g y p t .  F o r  f o u r  

d a y s  w e  w e r e  a l w a y s  t o g e t h e r .  I  

w a s  v e r y  s a d  w h e n  I  h e a r d  o f  H i s  

p a s s i n g ,  f o r  I  c o n s i d e r e d  H i m  t h e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m a n  i n  o u r  c e n t u r y .  

A  m a n  l i k e  A b b a s  B a b a  c a n n o t  b e  

r e p l a c e d ,  t h a t  i s  m y  o p i n i o n .  H e  

h a d  s u c h  a  g r e a t  s p i r i t ,  s u c h  a  

p o w e r f u l  b r a i n  a n d  s u c h  a  g r a s p  o f  

r e a l i t i e s ! ’  ’

H e r e  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  c h a n g e d ,  

f o r  j u s t  i n  t h i s  m o m e n t  a  l o v e l y  

y o u n g  s v e l t e  E g y p t i a n  b o y  d r e s s e d  

i n  c r e a m  r o b e s  a l l  e m b r o i d e r e d  i n  

r e d  s i l k  a n d  w i t h  a  r e d  c a p  o n  h i s  

h e a d ,  c a m e  b e a r i n g  a  g o l d e n  t r a y  

w i t h  c u p s  o f  m o c h a  c o f f e e .  I t  w a s  

r e a l  m o c h a  t o o ,  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  

p l a n t e r  t o  t h e  P r i n c e ,  a n d  i t s  d e l i 

c i o u s  f l a v o r  I  c a n  b e s t  d e s c r i b e  t o  

y o u  a s  “ c u p  s e l e c t i o n s  o n l y ! ”  

O v e r  t h e  c o f f e e  c u p s  t h e  w r i t e r  

a s k e d  H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t h e  

P r i n c e ;  “ A r e  y o u  a  s p o r t s m a n ?  I  

s a w  a l l  t h o s e  r a c i n g  p i c t u r e s .  O r  

a r e  y o u  a n  a r t i s t ?  I s  i t  y o u  w h o  

h a v e  c r e a t e d  t h i s  g a r d e n  w h i c h  i s  s o  

b e a u t i f u l  t h a t  I  s h a l l  c a r r y  i t  a w a y  

w i t h  m e  i n  m y  m e m o r y  a s  a  d r e a m  

g a r d e n  o f  p a l m s  w h e r e  M u h a m m a d  

a n d  C h r i s t  a n d  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  w o u l d  

c h o o s e  t o  w a l k  a n d  t a l k  t o g e t h e r ?  

O r  c o u l d  y o u  b e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  w h o  

d e s i g n e d  t h i s  r a r e  l i t t l e  m o s q u e  a n d  

t o w e r  a n d  p a l a c e ?  O r  Y o u r  R o y a l  

H i g h n e s s ,  a r e  y o u  a  m u s i c i a n ? ”

H e  l a u g h e d  a n d  r e p l i e d :  “ W e l l ,  

I ’ v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  k e e n  s p o r t s m a n .  

Y e s ,  I  p a i n t ,  I  l o v e  n a t u r e ,  I  a m  a  

m u s i c i a n  a n d  a n  a r t i s t ,  s o  I  d i d n ’ t  

n e e d  a n y  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h i s  p l a c e . ”  

T h e  P r i n c e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g a r d e n  

w a s  h i s  c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  

g a t h e r e d  t h e  p a l m s  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d .  H e  e l e v a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  

g r o u n d s  t w o  m e t r e s  f r o m  t h e  N i l e  

s a n d s ,  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  h a d  

t h e  t r e e s  p l a n t e d ,  e x c e p t  t h e  h u g e

B a n y a n  t r e e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  w h i c h  

i s  o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o l d .

“ I  b o u g h t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s o l e l y  f o r  

t h e  b i g  t r e e , ”  t h e  P r i n c e  M o h a m e d  

A l i  P a c h a  s a i d , ”  t h i s  t r e e  s o  f a s c i 

n a t e d  m e ,  i t  w a s  t h e  t r e e  t h a t  m a d e  

m e  c h o o s e  t h i s  p l a c e  f o r  m y  h o m e .  

T h i s  B a n y a n  t r e e  w a s  p l a n t e d  f o r  

m y  g r a n d  a n c e s t o r  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  

p l a n t e d  b y  a  D u t c h m a n .  ’  ’

T h e  R o y a l  h o s t  s a i d  t h a t  m a n y  

A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s m e n  h a d  v i s i t e d  h i m  

a n d  a d m i r e d  h i s  g a r d e n ,  b u t  t h a t  

C o l o n e l  H o u s e  w h e n  h i s  g u e s t  p a i d  

h i m  t h e  c o m p l i m e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  

w a s  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  g a r d e n  h e  h a d  

e v e r  s e e n .  S p e a k i n g  o f  A m e r i c a n s ,  

t h e  P r i n c e  s a i d :  “ W e  u s e d  t o  h a v e  

a  c h a r m i n g  A m e r i c a n  M i n i s t e r  h e r e ,  

D r .  M e r t o n  H o w e l l .  D r .  H o w e l l  

w a s  a  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  g o o d  A m e r 

i c a n .  O n e  d a y  s i t t i n g  o u t  h e r e  

u n d e r  t h i s  B a n y a n  t r e e ,  h e  s a i d  t o  

m e : P r i n c e  I  t h o u g h t  H o n o l u l u  w a s  

a  p a r a d i s e ,  b u t  s i n c e  I  h a v e  s e e n  

y o u r  g a r d e n ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  

i n  H o n o l u l u  b u t  h e r e  i n  C a i r o  i s  a  

l i t t l e  s p o t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  t h e  s a m e — i t ,  

t o o ,  i s  p a r a d i s e ! ’  ”

T h e  B a n y a n  t r e e  a n d  a l l  t h e  

p a l m s ,  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  t h a t  I  w a s  a t  

M a n i a l  P a l a c e ,  w e r e  s o  c l e a n - l o o k 

i n g ,  e v e r y  l e a f  a n d  e v e r y  t r u n k  

s h o n e  a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  a  

“ t u b  b a t h ”  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  ( b u t  o f  

c o u r s e  o n l y  t h e  h o s e  o r  t h e  h e a v e n s  

c o u l d  g i v e  t h e m  t h a t ! )  a n d  t h e  

s h i n i n g  g r e e n  g r a s s  r i p p l e d  i n  t h e  

s u n s h i n e  a s  i f  i t  h a d  j u s t  s p r u n g  u p  

f r o m  a  s h o w e r  s p r a y .  I t  w a s  t h e  

g r o u p i n g  o f  t h e  g r a n d  p a l m s ,  t o o ,  

w h i c h  w a s  s o  e l u s i v e ,  y e t  s o  s a t i s f y 

i n g .  O n e  d o e s  n o t  s e e  e v e r y t h i n g  

a t  o n c e  i n  t h i s  g a r d e n ,  i t  h a s  m a n y  

v i s t a s .  M r s .  B u t t s ’  f l o w e r i n g  Y i n e s  

f r o m  I n d i a  r o s e  i n  s p r a y s  h e r e  a n d  

t h e r e  l i k e  c r i m s o n  r a m b l e r  r o s e s ;  

p u r p l e  B o u g e n v i l l i a s  m a s s e d  t h e
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e n t r a n c e  w a l l ,  w h i l e  l i t t l e  m e a d o w s  

o f  r e d  g e r a n i u m s  t h r e w  f o r t h  t h e i r  

v i v i d  b e a u t y ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  w i d e  g a r 

d e n  p a t h s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  m o s t  

a t t r a c t i v e  r e d  s a n d  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  

p l e a s i n g .

A f t e r  o u r  c o f f e e ,  s i t t i n g  u n d e r  

t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  B a n y a n  t r e e ,  t h e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  l i f e  a n d  

p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e  P r i n c e  s a i d :  “ I  a m  

i n  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  p e o p l e .  

S i n c e  I  w a s  s i x  y e a r s  o l d  I  h a v e  

t r a v e l e d  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  I  h a v e  

l e a r n e d  t h a t  s o m e  t h i n g s  c a n n o t  b e  

c h a n g e d ,  t h e y  m u s t  r u n  t h e i r  

c o u r s e ,  s o  o n e  m u s t  b e  a  l i t t l e  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  a c c e p t  w h a t  

c o m e s . ”

H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  a s k e d  a b o u t  

m y  v i s i t  t o  E g y p t  a n d  w h a t  I  w i s h 

e d  m o s t  t o  d o .  H e  a l s o  s p o k e  o f  

m y  c o m i n g  v i s i t  t o  H a i f a ,  a n d  t h e n  

h e  a l l u d e d  a g a i n  t o  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

M o v e m e n t  s a y i n g :  “ Y o u  a l l  h a v e  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  a  g r e a t  t a s k  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  

B a h a i s  i n  A m e r i c a  a n d  t o  r e a d  o f  

t h e  s p l e n d i d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k .  ’  ’

H e  l a t e r  s p o k e  a b o u t  B u r m a ,  a n d  

s a i d  i t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  g o o d  i f  t h e s e  

B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  w e r e  p r o m o t e d  

t h e r e — I  q u o t e  h i s  w o r d s : ‘  ‘  T h o u g h  

I  r e s p e c t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  I  t h i n k  i f  

A b b a s  B a b a ’ s  t a l k s  a n d  c o u n s e l s  

c o u l d  b e  s p o k e n  o f  i n  B u r m a  i t  

w o u l d  b e  v e r y  g o o d .  T h e r e  a r e  

s u c h  n u m b e r s  o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e  w h o  

w o u l d  b e  u p l i f t e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d ;  

c e r t a i n l y  r e l i g i o n  i s  a  v e r y  g o o d  

t h i n g .  M y  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h i s :  b e i n g  

a  g o o d  M u h a m m a d a n  a n d  w i t h  m y  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  w o r l d ,  

i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o r r e c t  f o r  m e  t o  b e  

B a h a ’ i ,  b u t  a l w a y s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  

g o o d  f r i e n d  o f  A b b a s  B a b a .  I  r e 

m e m b e r  i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  H i m ,  h o w  

v e r y  f a s c i n a t i n g  H e  a l w a y s  w a s !

D r e s s e d  a l l  i n  w h i t e  a n d  w i t h  t h o s e  

t w o  v e r y  b r i g h t  e y e s  g a z i n g  i n t o  

m i n e ,  I  u s e d  t o  s a y  t o  H i m  s o m e 

t i m e s  i n  f u n ,  ‘ 0  A b b a s  B a b à ,  d o  n o t  

l o o k  t o o  m u c h  i n t o  m y  e y e s  ! ’  H e  

w a s  s u c h  a  s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  s u c h  a  

p r o f o u n d  m a n ,  a n d  H e  n e v e r  d i d  

a n y t h i n g  t o  h u r t  m y  f e e l i n g s ,  H e  

a l w a y s  s h o w e d  m e  h o w  m u c h  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  T e a c h i n g s  a r e  n e a r  t o  t h e  

M u h a m m a d a n  r e l i g i o n .  ’  ’

T h e  d e a r  P r i n c e  c o n t i n u e d :  “ I n  

y o u r  B a h a ’ i  i d e a s ,  a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  

a r e  g o o d ,  a l l  m e n  a r e  b r o t h e r s ,  a l l  

l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  l o v e  a n d  a d m i t  t h a t  

a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  a r e  f r o m  G - o d .  T h e  

B a h a ’ i  C a u s e  i s  a  v e r y  c o n c i l i a t o r y  

r e l i g i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  b r i n g s  a l l  p e o p l e  

t o g e t h e r .  ’  ’

H e  s a i d  t h a t  m u c h  i n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

T e a c h i n g s  w o u l d  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  t h e y  

a r e  w o r k i n g  s o  h a r d  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  

t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  f i g h t i n g .  H e  a d d e d  

t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n  A m e r i c a  w o u l d  

l i k e  t h e  B a h a ’ i  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h i c h  

a r e  n o t  t o  a b u s e  w i t h  d r i n k i n g ,  

n a m e l y ,  n o t  t o  u s e  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i 

q u o r s  t h a t  c l o u d  a n d  t a k e  a w a y  t h e  

m i n d .  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h à  o f t e n  s p o k e  

a n d  s h o w e d  h o w  m u c h  t h e  r e n o u n c 

i n g  o f  t o b a c c o ,  w i n e  a n d  o p i u m  

g i v e s  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g t h  a n d  i n t e l l e c t 

u a l  e n j o y m e n t ,  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  j u d g 

m e n t  a n d  p h y s i c a l  v i g o r .  “ A l l  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  B a h à ’ u ’ l l à h , ”  s a i d  

t h i s  P r i n c e ,  “ w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  

b y  A m e r i c a n s . ”

T h e  w r i t e r  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  P r e s i 

d e n t  H e r b e r t  H o o v e r  i s  a  Q u a k e r ,  

a n d  h e  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  h e a r  

a b o u t  Q u a k e r i s m  a n d  i t s  p r o g r e s s .

H i s  R o y a l  H i g n e s s  P r i n c e  M o 

h a m e d  A l i  P a c h a  s a i d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  

t h i n g s :  “ L i f e  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o 

d a y .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  

o f  p e o p l e ,  s o  m a n y  w a y s  o f  l o o k i n g  

a t  t h i n g s ,  h o w  c a n  a l l  p e o p l e s  b e
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m a d e  b r o a d - m i n d e d  a n d  j u s t ?  I n  

a  f a m i l y  o f  t e n  m e m b e r s ,  t o  g e t  a l l  

t o  b e  g o o d  i s  a  t a s k ,  h o w  t h e n  c a n  

n a t i o n s  a c c o m p l i s h  i t ?  I  a m  v e r y  

s o r r y  t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h e s e  

d a y s ,  s e e m  t o  b e  b a c k w a r d .  O n l y  

p e o p l e  w h o  f e e l  t h e y  n e e d  h e l p  t u r n  

t o  r e l i g i o n  n o w .  S o  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  m o n e y  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  p l e a s 

u r e s ,  d o  n o t  t h i n k  a b o u t  G o d  o r  r e 

l i g i o n .  O n l y  t o d a y  I  w a s  r e a d i n g -  

o n e  o f  o u r  P r o p h e t ’ s  W o r d s ,  ‘ Y o u  

w i l l  s e e  i n  t h e  m o s q u e s ,  s o m e  d a y ,  

o n l y  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  n e e d  s o m e t h i n g  

f r o m  G o d . ’  R e l i g i o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  

l o o k e d  u p o n  l a t e l y ,  a s  p r o p e r  a n d  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  f a m i l y .  

T h i s  i s n ’ t  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  b a d ,  b u t  

i t  i s  b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  

o f  r e l i g i o n  a r e  i n t r i g u e r s . ”

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  

M e x i c o ,  i t  w a s n ’ t  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n  

C a t h o l i c  r e l i g i o n  w a s  n o t  g o o d ,  b u t  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  w i s h  t h e  

p r i e s t s  t o  h a v e  t h e  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  T h e  P r i n c e ’ s  w o r d s  w e r e : 

“ I f  t h e  c h u r c h  p e o p l e  w o u l d  o n l y  

b e  w i s e  e n o u g h  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  m a t t e r s ,  b u t  w o u l d  

c o n f i n e  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t e a c h i n g  

t h e  i g n o r a n t  a n d  d o i n g  g o o d  t o  

e v e r y b o d y ,  n o  g - o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  

e v e r  f i g h t  t h e m . ”

T h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  

t h o u g h t s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  P r i n c e  o f  

E g y p t  M o h a m e d  A l i  P a c h a ,  w h o  s o  

g r a c i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d  m e  t h i s  a f t e r 

n o o n .  E a c h  t i m e  t h a t  h e  s p o k e  o f  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a ,  h i s  e y e s  a n d  t h e  

t o n e s  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  

w o r d s  s p o k e  t h e  e l o q u e n c e  o f  h i s  

l o v e  f o r  A b b a s  B a b a ,  A b b a s  

F a t h e r .

N o  m a t t e r  b y  w h a t  n a m e  t h i s  

P r i n c e  c a l l s  h i m s e l f  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  h i s  

l i f e  i s  a  r a r e  g a r d e n  o f  g o o d  d e e d s  

t o  a l l  h u m a n i t y .  H e  m a y  t r u l y  b e  

s a i d  t o  b e  a  B u d d h i s t ,  a  J e w ,  a  

C h r i s t i a n ,  a  M u h a m m a d a n  a n d  a  

B a h a ’ i !  I  a m  s u r e  t h a t  h e  w a s  

h a p p y  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

v i s i t  o f  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  E u r o p e ,  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  C h r i s t i a n s  b e g a n  t o  s t u d y  t h e  

g o o d  i n  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  l e a r n e d  t o  

k n o w  a n d  t o  l o v e  t h e  i n n e r  e s s e n c e  

o f  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o f  M u h a m m a d . *

♦Readers m ay care to  know  th a t  the  day before I  
le ft Cairo, speaking w ith  M r. A. M oukhtar, th e  
S ecretary  to  His Royal H ighness th e  P rince, I asked 
h im : “M r. M oukhtar, please te ll me w h a t you, as a  
t ru e  M uham m adan th in k  about Jesus C h rist.” He 
re p lied : “ We M uham m adans believe th a t  th e  Chris
tia n  religion is sen t by the Pow erfu l God th rough  
H is beloved Prophet th e  C hrist. W e have g re a t re 
spect and belief in Jesus C hrist. A t the  sam e tim e 
we are  told in the  K oran  th a t  C hristians have 
exaggerated  the  belief and respect concerning C hrist 
and taken  H im  as a  God or th e  Son of th e  God 
w hich we never adm itted. As a  resu lt, we believe 
in th e  C hristian  religion and in C hrist as a  P rophet, 
bu t th e  C hristians deny our religion as a  relig ion  
from  God and  they deny th e  M ission of M uham m ad aa 
th e  P rophet sen t from  God. They cannot say th a t  we 
deny the  Christ, nor th a t  we do no t respect th e  
Teachings of C hrist and believe in  H im  as a  sacred 
P ro p h e t.”

E gypt, th e  p resen t g re a t stronghold  of Islam  has 
m ore th a n  once given new  o rien ta tion  to relig ion  and 
world culture. She stood h igh in her glory  long ago 
when Europe was en tirely  unenlightened. M ay she 
go forw ard  now to  a new, s till h igher sp ir itu a l civi
liza tion  and progress in  th is un iversal epoch ju s t 
d a w n in g ! M ay His Royal H ighness P rince  Mohamed 
A li Pacha p lan t a  un iversal sp iritu a l tree  in  the  
N ile garden  of E gypt th a t m ay be fo r th e  H ealing  of 
a ll peoples who visit and rev isit th is fine la n d ! H e 
is called to  a  high sta tio n  and he w as deeply loved 
by ’Abdu’l-B aha !
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SCIENCE AND THE UNSEEN WORLD
D ale S .  C ole

“The inquiry of truth, which is the love making or wooing of it; the knowledge of 
truth, which is the praise of it; and the belief of truth, which is the enjoying of it, is 
the sovereign good of human nature.”—Francis Bacon.

N  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ’  “ t h e r e  w a s  

d a r k n e s s  u p o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  

d e e p ”  a n d  t h e  e a r t h  “ w a s  w i t h o u t  

f o r m  a n d  v o i d ”  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  n o

l i g h t .

I n  t h e  E d i s o n  J u b i l e e  Y e a r ,  m a r k 

i n g  t h e  f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  

i n c a n d e s c e n t  e l e c t r i c  l a m p ,  w e  a r e  

b l e s s e d  w i t h  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  “ a r t i 

f i c i a l ”  l i g h t .  S c i e n t i f i c a l l y  m o r e  

p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e s e  

l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  t h a n  i n  c e n t u r i e s  

a n d  c e n t u r i e s  p r e c e d i n g .  O u r  

h o m e s  g l o w  p l e a s a n t l y  a n d  e f f e c 

t i v e l y ,  s t r e e t s  a r e  a b l a z e  a n d  b u i l d 

i n g s  b r i l l i a n t .  P h y s i c a l  d a r k n e s s  

h a s ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  r e c e d e d ,  f o r  m a n  h a s  

c o n q u e r e d  t h a t  e l e m e n t a l  e n v i r o n 

m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  c a n  f l o o d  a l 

m o s t  a n y  d e s i r e d  s p o t  w i t h  l i g h t  o f  

n o o n - d a y  i n t e n s i t y .

B u t  t h e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  

a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  

i t s e l f  e m p h a s i z e s  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  

t h e  unseen world, l y i n g  b e h i n d  o r  

b e y o n d  o r  a b o v e  t h i s  p h e n o m e n a l  

w o r l d  i s  s t i l l  b e h i n d  t h e  v e i l .

J u s t  a s  m a n y  o f  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  

a g e n c i e s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  t o d a y  a r e  e n 

d e a v o r i n g  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  

f l y i n g  t h r o u g h  f o g ,  s o  a r e  w e ,  s t u 

d e n t s  o f  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n s  o f  G - o d ,  

t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  unseen 
world  a n d  t o  c h a r t  o u r  c o u r s e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  f o g  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  

o b s c u r e s  i t .

I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  

“ e v e r y  r e l i g i o u s l y  m i n d e d  r e a d e r  

o f  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  c h a p t e r s  o f  ‘ T h e  

N a t u r e  o f  t h e  P h y s i c a l  U n i v e r s e , ’ *

w i l l  b e  e a g e r  t o  l a y  h o l d  o f  t h e s e  

a d d i t i o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r e 

m o s t  l i v i n g  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h e  s e e n  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d ; ’  ’  t h e s e  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s o  d e l i g h t 

f u l l y  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  b r o u g h t  o u t  

b y  t h i s  M y s t i c  F r i e n d  i n  h i s  n e w  

l i t t l e  b o o k ,  “ S c i e n c e  a n d  t h e  U n 

s e e n  W o r l d . ” *

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  h i m ,  a t  f i r s t  t h e r e  

w a s  o n l y  v a s t n e s s ,  s o l i t u d e ,  a n d  

d a r k n e s s .  M i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  p a s s e d  

u n t i l  “ c e n t e r s  o f  c o n d e n s a t i o n , ”  

i s l a n d  u n i v e r s e s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  

s y s t e m s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  s t a r s  c a m e  

i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e n  t h e s e  w e r e  

s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s t a r  c l u s t e r s — t h e n  

f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s t a r s .  “ A n d  

w i t h  t h e  s t a r s  c a m e  l i g h t ,  b o r n  o f  

t h e  f i e r c e r  t u r m o i l  w h i c h  e n s u e d  

w h e n  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  p a r t i c l e s  w e r e  

d r a w n  f r o m  t h e i r  s o l i t u d e  i n t o  

c l o s e  t h r o n g s . ”

T h e  s e c o n d  d a y  b r o u g h t  e x c e p 

t i o n s  t o  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c i e s .  T h e  

“ r a r e  a c c i d e n t ”  o f  a  j o u r n e y i n g  

s t a r  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  s u n  a n d  r a i s 

i n g  o n  i t  a  t i d a l  w a v e .  “ J e t s  o f  

m a t t e r  s p u r t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  s u n  a n d  

c o n d e n s e d  i n t o  p l a n e t s . ”

E v o l u t i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  f i r s t  d e 

c r e e d  t h a t  m a t t e r  s h o u l d  o r d i n a r i l y  

b e  v e r y ,  v e r y  h o t .  “ T h e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  c e r t a i n  c o o l  p l a n e t a r y  g l o b e s  w a s  

t h e  s e c o n d  i m p u l s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n . ”  

T h e  t h i r d  i m p u l s e  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  c a r b o n  t o  f o r m  e l a 

b o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  P r o m  t h e  i n 

t e r p l a y  o f  t h e s e  i m p u l s e s  t h e  e a r t h  

h a s  e v o l v e d  a s  t h e  h o m e  o f  n a t u r e ’ s  

g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t — Man.
A s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h i n k  o f  m a n*By A rth u r  S tan ley  E ddington.
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i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  l i i s  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  

p r e s e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  s o  i s  i t  p o s 

s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  m i n d e d  t o  

c o n s i d e r  h i m  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  u n 

s e e n  w o r l d .

G l e a m s  o f  t r u t h  i m p e l l  f u r t h e r  

s t r i v i n g .  “ I n  s c i e n c e  a s  i n  r e l i g i o n  

t h e  t r u t h  s h i n e s  a h e a d  a s  a  b e a c o n  

s h o w i n g  u s  t h e  p a t h ;  w e  d o  n o t  a s k  

t o  a t t a i n  i t  ( i .  e . ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h )  

i t  i s  b e t t e r  f a r  t h a t  w e  b e  p e r m i t t e d  

t o  s e e k . ”

H o w  h a r m o n i o u s l y  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  a d m o n i t i o n  t o  s e a r c h  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  u n c e a s i n g l y  f o r  

t h e  T r u t h !  W e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h i s  

w o r l d  b y  o u r  o w n  v o l i t i o n  a n d  e f 

f o r t  ;  i n  t h e  w o r l d s  t o  c o m e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  B o u n t y  o f  G o d .  T h e r e  i s  e v e r  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  l e a r n ,  a  g r e a t  w i s 

d o m  t o  a t t a i n ,  a  b r o a d  K n o w l e d g e  

o f  G o d  t o  a c h i e v e — t h e  p a t h  i s  e v e r  

u p w a r d  t o w a r d  a  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  

K n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d .

W e  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  s e e k e r s — t h e  

l u r e  o f  a d v e n t u r i n g  f u r t h e r  a n d  

f u r t h e r  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h w a y  o f  T r u t h  

i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  r o m a n c e  o f  t o d a y  

a n d  t o m o r r o w .  N o  g l i t t e r i n g  t a l e  

o f  d e r r i n g - d o ,  h o w e v e r  c l e v e r l y  

c o n c e i v e d  a n d  b e a u t i f u l l y  e x e c u t e d ,  

c a n  h o l d  o n e  i o t a  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i 

t i e s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  t h e  h a r d y  s o u l s  

w h o  h a v e  t h e  c o u r a g e  a n d  s t a m i n a  

t o  s e e k  w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y  f o r  t h e  

b l e s s i n g s  t o  b e  g a r n e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  

p a t h w a y  t o  T r u t h .

“ W i n d ,  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  f i r e ,  m e t e o r 

o l o g y ,  s e i s m o l o g y ,  p h y s i c s — p a s s  i n  

r e v i e w  a s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i e w i n g  

t h e  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  o f  e v o l u t i o n ;  t h e  

L o r d  w a s  n o t  i n  t h e m .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  

a  s t i r r i n g ,  a n  a w a k e n i n g  i n  t h e  

o r g a n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  a  v o i c e  w h i c h  

a s k s ,  ‘ W h a t  d o e s t  t h o u  h e r e ? ’  ”

I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  d u a l i s m  o f  s p i r i t  

a n d  m a t t e r  w a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

p r o b l e m .  B u t  M r ,  E d d i n g t o n  r e 

m i n d s  u s  t h a t ,  “ o n  t h e  o n e  s i d e  

t h e r e  i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  s t i r r i n g  w i t h  

a c t i v i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  s e n s a t i o n ;  

o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e  i s  a  m a t e r i a l  

b r a i n ,  a  m a e l s t r o m  o f  s c u r r y i n g  

a t o m s  a n d  e l e c t r i c  c h a r g e s . ”  H o w  

c l e a r l y  t h i s  p o r t r a y s  t h e  t w o  s i d e s  

o f  m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y .  O n e  i s  a  s u b 

j e c t  o f  p h y s i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  l i e s  i n  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d .

S c i e n c e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  

m e c h a n i c a l  m o d e l s .  T h e y  h a v e  

p r o v e n  t o  b e  h i n d r a n c e s  t o  t h e  a p 

p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t r u t h  b e h i n d  p h e n o 

m e n a .  S c i e n c e  p o i n t s  n o w  t o  

s y m b o l s  a n d  e q u a t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e y  

s a t i s f y .  S c i e n c e  h a s  n o  m e t h o d  o f  

p r o b i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  s y m b o l i s m .  

W e  c a n  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  e q u a t i o n s  

b u t  k n o w  n o t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  f o r  

w h i c h  t h e  s y m b o l s  s t a n d .

W e  a r e  n o t  s o  p r o n e  n o w - a - d a y s  

t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  

t h i n g s  a s  i l l u s o r y .  A  l u m p  o f  m a t 

t e r  i s  n o w  k n o w n  t o  b e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  

o f  a  d e l u s i o n — k n o w n  o n l y  t h r o u g h  

o u r  s e n s e s — t h e  f i n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

m a t t e r  b e i n g  a  g r o u p  o f  s y m b o l s .

“ I n  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  

t h i n g s  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h i n g s  t e m 

p o r a l ,  l e t  u s  n o t  f o r g e t  t h i s :  Mind 
i s  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  m o s t  d i r e c t  t h i n g  

i n  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ;  a l l  e l s e  i s  r e 

m o t e  i n f e r e n c e . ”

L e t  u s  t u r n  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t o  

’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a ’ s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

m i n d :

“ T h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t  w h i c h  d i s t i n 

g u i s h e s  m a n  f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l  i s  t h e  

r a t i o n a l  s o u l ;  a n d  t h e s e  t w o  n a m e s  

— t h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t  a n d  t h e  r a t i o n a l  

s o u l — d e s i g n a t e  o n e  t h i n g .  T h i s  

s p i r i t ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  

t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  i s  t h e  r a t i o n a l  

s o u l ,  e m b r a c e s  a l l  b e i n g s ,  a n d  a s  

f a r  a s  h u m a n  a b i l i t y  p e r m i t s  d i s 

c o v e r s  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  

b e c o m e s  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e i r  p e c u 
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l i a r i t i e s  a n d  e f f e c t s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  b e i n g s .  

B u t  t h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t ,  u n l e s s  a s 

s i s t e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  f a i t h ,  d o e s  n o t  

b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  

s e c r e t s  a n d  t h e  h e a v e n l y  r e a l i t i e s .  

I t  i s  l i k e  a  m i r r o r  w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  

c l e a r ,  p o l i s h e d  a n d  b r i l l i a n t ,  i s  s t i l l  

i n  n e e d  o f  l i g h t .  U n t i l  a  r a y  o f  t h e  

s u n  r e f l e c t s  u p o n  i t ,  i t  c a n n o t  d i s 

c o v e r  t h e  h e a v e n l y  s e c r e t s .

“ But the mind is the power of 
the human spirit.  S p i r i t  i s  t h e  

t r e e ,  a n d  t h e  M i n d  i s  t h e  f r u i t .  

Mind  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  

a n d  i s  i t s  essential quality ,  a s  t h e  

s u n ’ s  r a y s  a r e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n e c e s 

s i t y  o f  t h e  s u n . ”

F r a n c i s  B a c o n ’ s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

t h e  m i n d  o f  m a n  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  a r 

r e s t i n g .  “ M y  p r a i s e  s h a l l  b e  d e d i 

c a t e d  t o  t h e  m i n d  i t s e l f .  T h e  m i n d  

i s  t h e  m a n ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  m i n d ;  a  

m a n  i s  b u t  w h a t  h e  k n o w e t h .  .  .  .  

A r e  n o t  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  i n t e l 

l e c t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  

t h e  a f f e c t i o n s ' ? ”

T h i s ,  i n  a  m e a s u r e ,  s u g g e s t s  E d 

d i n g t o n ’ s  a p p r o a c h  t o  a n s w e r i n g  

t h e  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  

i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o n 

f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  r e 

l i g i o u s  v i e w p o i n t s .  H e  b e l i e v e s  i t  

i s  a  p r o b l e m  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  I f  

s c i e n c e  i s  a  g u i d e  t o  l i f e  i t  h a s  t o  

d o  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e .  R e l i g i o n  m u s t  

a l s o  d e a l  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i f  i t  i s  t o  

b e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  n o t  m e r e l y  a  c r e e d .  

S c i e n c e  c a n  a n s w e r  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  

w h i c h  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r a c 

t i o n  o f  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  e n v i r o n 

m e n t  a s  k n o w n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e n s e s .  

B u t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  b r o a d e r  t h a n  t h i s .

A s p i r i n g ,  y e a r n i n g ,  d o u b t i n g  a n d  

o r i g i n a t i n g  a r e  p a r t s  o f  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s .  Q u e s t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  

p h a s e s  o f  l i f e  m u s t  b e  b r o a d e r  t h a n  

t h e  s e n s e  a c q u i r e d  a n s w e r s  o f  

s c i e n c e .  B o t h  s c i e n t i s t i c  a n d  m y s t i c
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f o l l o w  t h e  l i g h t .  " W e  m u s t  o r i e n t  

o u r s e l v e s  p r o p e r l y  t o w a r d s  o u r  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  d e c i d e  w h a t  i s  i l 

l u s i o n  a n d  w h a t  n o t .

“ . .  .  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  o u t l o o k  

t h a n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o n e ,  b e c a u s e  i n  

p r a c t i c e  a  m o r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  o u t 

l o o k  i s  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  a d 

m i t t e d . ”  S o m e t i m e s  “ t h e  v e i l  b e 

t w e e n  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  s e e n  a n d  

t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  u n s e e n  b e c o m e s  

s o  t h i n  a s  t o  i n t e r p o s e  s c a r c e l y  a n y  

b a r r i e r  a t  a l l  b e t w e e n  t h e  e t e r n a l  

b e a u t y  a n d  t r u t h  a n d  t h e  s o u l  w h i c h  

w o u l d  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e m . ”

S c i e n c e  n o  l o n g e r  e n d e a v o r s  t o  

i d e n t i f y  r e a l i t y  w i t h  c o n c r e t e n e s s .  

I t  d o e s  n o t  t r y  t o  r e d u c e  e v e r y t h i n g  

t o  e n e r g y  a n d  m a t t e r .  F o r  i n  t h i s ,  

t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t s  o f  l i t e r a l  m a 

t e r i a l i s m ,  t h e  a t t e m p t  i s  t o  r e d u c e  

t h i n g s  t o  n a t u r a l  l a w  a n d  i t s  o p 

e r a t i o n .  N a t u r a l  l a w  o f  t h i s  k i n d  

e n d s  u l t i m a t e l y  i n  m a t h e m a t i c a l  

s y m b o l s .  A n d — i ‘ n a t u r a l  l a w  i s  n o t  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d  b e 

h i n d  t h e  s y m b o l s . ”

H e  s t a t e s  t h a t  “ t h e r e  i s  a  k i n d  

o f  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  

s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d s , ”  t h a t  i s ,  b e t w e e n  

t h e  s y m b o l s  a n d  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d .  

B u t  n a t u r a l  l a w  w i l l  n o t  s u p p l y  t h e  

c e m e n t  t o  p e r f e c t  t h e  u n i o n .

‘ £ T r u t h  a n d  u n t r u t h  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  

r e a l m  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e s  a n d  v a l u e s  

.  .  .  U n l e s s  w e  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

s i g n i f i c a n c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  p h y s i c a l  

e n t i t i e s ,  w e  m a y  m i s s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

p a r t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e . ”

I n  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  

y e a r n i n g  p r e s e n t  i n  s o  m a n y  t o d a y ,  

t h a t  d r i v e  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  

t h i n g s ,  t o  h a v e  a  w o r k a b l e  a n d  c o m 

f o r t i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  h e  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  “ w e  w a n t  a n  a s s u r 

a n c e  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  i n  r e a c h i n g  o u t  

t o  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d  i s  n o t  f o l l o w 

i n g  a n  i l l u s i o n . ”

“ T h e  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  f o r  u s  i s  n o t  a
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c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s u 

p r e m e  G o d  b u t  a  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  

E e v e l a t i o n  o f  a  s u p r e m e  G o d . ”

S c i e n c e  b y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p h y 

s i c a l  w o r l d  l e a d s  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  

l a w  t o  s y m b o l s ,  b e y o n d  w h i c h  i t  

h a s  n o  m e a n s  o r  m e t h o d  o f  p e n e 

t r a t i n g .

W e  a r e  f o r c e d ,  i n  o n r  s e a r c h ,  t o  

t u r n  t o  h u m a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h e r e  

w e  f i n d  o t h e r  s t i r r i n g s  a n d  r e v e l a 

t i o n s .  A r e  n o t  t h e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t ?  

“ T h e  m y s t i c  a c c e p t s  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h e  v i s t a  o f  a  w o r l d  o u t s i d e  t i m e  

a n d  s p a c e . ”  “ W h e r e v e r  a  w a y  

o p e n s  w e  a r e  i m p e l l e d  t o  s e e k  b y  t h e  

o n l y  m e t h o d s  t h a t  c a n  b e  d e v i s e d  

f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e n i n g  .  .  .  

c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  

m i n d  w e  a r e  o b e y i n g  t h a t  l i g h t  t h a t  

i s  i n  o u r  n a t u r e . ”

‘  ‘  T o  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

r e v e l a t i o n  o f  s i g h t ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f a c t  i s  n o t  s o  m u c h  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  

w a v e  l e n g t h  a s  t h e  a m a z i n g  t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  c o l o r  

u n d e r  t h e  v i v i f y i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  

m i n d .  ’  ’

H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i f  t h i s  i s  s o —  

w h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  h u m a n i t y  

w h e n  t h e  e y e  o f  t h e  s o u l  i s  o p e n e d  

t o  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d ?

B u t  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  h e  a d m o n i s h e s  

u s  t h a t  “ y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  n e i t h e r  s c i e n c e  n o r  

r e l i g i o n  u n l e s s  s e e k i n g  i s  p l a c e d  i n  

t h e  f o r e f r o n t . ”

T h i s  s e e k i n g  m u s t  n o t  a c c e p t  a n y  

c r e e d  a s  a  g o a l  a n d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  

c r e e d  “ i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

b e i n g  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  l i v i n g  b e l i e f . ”  

“ B e l i g i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  

s e e k e r  i s  n o t  a l l  a  m a t t e r  o f  d o u b t  

a n d  s e l f - q u e s t i o n i n g s .  T h e r e  i s  a  

k i n d  o f  s u r e n e s s  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  d i f 

f e r e n t  f r o m  c o c k s u r e n e s s . ”

T h i s  h a s t y  a n d  b r i e f  s k e t c h  o f  

t h i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  c o m f o r t 

i n g  a r g u m e n t  a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n

“ S c i e n c e  a n d  t h e  U n s e e n  W o r l d , ”  

d o e s  s c a n t  j u s t i c e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  t e x t ,  

t h o u g h t  o r  b e a u t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .

T h i s  b o o k  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  l i t t l e  

v o l u m e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  f i n d  a  p l a c e  

o f  r e a d y  r e f e r e n c e ,  w h e r e  i n  m o 

m e n t s  o f  c o n f u s i o n  i n  t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  

a g e ,  i t  c a n  b e  c o n s u l t e d  e a s i l y .

E d d i n g t o n ,  t h e  M y s t i c  F r i e n d ,  

t h i n k s  d e e p l y  a n d  c l e a r l y .  B y  h i s  

t o u c h  m a n y  t r o u b l e s o m e  c o n c e p 

t i o n s  o f  i n t r i c a t e  s c i e n c e  a r e  i l l u 

m i n a t e d  a n d  p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  t r u e  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  H e  s y n c h r o n i z e s  t h o s e  

g r e a t  f u n d a m e n t a l  t e a c h i n g s  o f  

Q u a k e r i s m  w h i c h  h a v e  s t o o d  a n d  

w i l l  s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t o d a y .

I n  s o  d o i n g  h e  i s  s u r e l y  d o i n g  

m u c h  t o  p r o v e  t o  g r a t e f u l  t h o u s 

a n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  g r o u n d  f o r  

c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e l i 

g i o n .  H i s  m e t h o d  i s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  

t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  “ f r a m e s  o f  

s p a c e ”  a s  i t  w e r e .  T o  e a c h  a  

p e c u l i a r  t e c h n i q u e  o f  t r u t h  s e e k i n g  

m u s t  b e  a p p l i e d .

O f  c o u r s e  n o  o n e  c a n  s a y  h o w  f a r  

h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e  m a y  p r o g r e s s .  

S o m e d a y  w e  m a y  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  

m a t h e m a t i c a l  s y m b o l s  i n f e r  a s  t o  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d .  T o d a y ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s y m b o l s  d o e s  n o t  

p r e v e n t  u s  f r o m  u s i n g  t h e  e q u a 

t i o n s  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  w o r l d .  T h e  

f a c t  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  

m e a n  m a y  s p u r  u s  t o  s e e k  i n  t h e  

r e a l m  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h e r e  n a 

t u r a l  l a w  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  s w a y  b u t  

w h e r e  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  u n s e e n  

w o r l d  a c t .

I f  t h i s  i n a d e q u a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  

c a u s e s  y o u  t o  s t u d y  “ S c i e n c e  a n d  

t h e  U n s e e n  W o r l d , ”  i t  w i l l  h a v e  

f u l f i l l e d  i t s  p u r p o s e .  Y o u  w i l l  p r o b 

a b l y  t u r n  t o  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w o r d s  o f  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â  m a n y  t i m e s  f o r  c o n 

f i r m a t i o n  a n d  f u r t h e r  i l l u m i n a t i o n .
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THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE INSTITUTE 
OF PACIFIC RELATIONS

A gn es B .  A lex and er

The following report of the Third Biennial Conference of The Institute of Pacific 
Relations was sent us by our correspondent in Japan, Miss Alexander, the well known 
Baha’i teacher, who attended the sessions of the Conference. I t  is interesting to realize 
the great possiiblities of this Institute in the furthering of harmony between the East 
and the West. I t  has from the beginning made a strong appeal to the great educator 
who was the first President of the Institute and is now Secretary of the Interior, Dr. 
Ray Lyman Wilbur.

p | | O U R  H U N D R E D  y e a r s  a g o  

B l o  B a l b o a  f i r s t  s i g h t e d  t h e  P a c i 

f i c  O c e a n .  T o d a y  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d o w  

o f  t h e  g a t e  o f  C h i o n - i n ,  a  B u d d h i s t  

t e m p l e  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 6 3 0  A .  D . ,  i n  

K y o t o ,  J a p a n  t h e r e  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  

p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n i n e  P a c i f i c  

c o u n t r i e s  ( s e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  T h e s e  

w e r e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  

T h i r d  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  P a c i f i c  R e l a t i o n s .

K y o t o ,  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  o f  

J a p a n ,  w a s  f o u n d e d  1 1 3 0  y e a r s  a g o  

b y  E m p e r o r  K a m u  w h o  g a v e  i t  t h e  

n a m e ,  ‘  ‘  H e i a n ,  ”  o r  ‘  ‘  C i t y  o  f  

P e a c e , ”  b y  w h i c h  i t  w a s  k n o w n  i n  

a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  F o r  o v e r  a  t h o u s 

a n d  y e a r s  i t  w a s  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  

J a p a n .  S i t u a t e d  a m i d s t  g r e e n  h i l l s  

a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  M o u n t  H e i a n ,  o r  

“ P e a c e , ”  i t  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a l l  t h e  

o l d  a r t s  a n d  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  h a v e  

b e e n  h a n d e d  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  p a s t .  

I n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s  

t h e r e  w e r e  o n c e  1 0 , 0 0 0  B u d d h i s t  

t e m p l e s  a n d  S h i n t o  s h r i n e s ,  S h i n t o  

b e i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  n a t i v e  r e l i g i o n  o f  

J a p a n .  O f  t h e s e  1 , 0 0 0  r e m a i n  t o 

d a y .  T h u s  t h i s  o l d  c a p i t a l  w i t h  i t s  

a n c i e n t  a n d  m o d e r n  c u l t u r e  w a s  a n  

i d e a l  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  T h i r d  C o n f e r 

e n c e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P a c i f i c  R e 

l a t i o n s ,  O c t .  2 8  t o  N o v .  4 ,  1 9 2 9 .

D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  l a n d s  b o r d e r i n g  

t h e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n ,  J a p a n ,  C h i n a ,  

K o r e a ,  A m e r i c a ,  C a n a d a ,  P h i l i p 

p i n e  I s l a n d s ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  A u s 

t r a l i a  a n d  E n g l a n d ,  a l s o  o b s e r v e r s  

f r o m  F r a n c e ,  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  R u s s i a ,  

a n d  M e x i c o ,  n u m b e r i n g  o n e  h u n 

d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y ,  g a t h e r e d  h e r e  t o  

d i s c u s s  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

p e a c e  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  

p e a c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  f o r  t o d a y  P a c i 

f i c  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d .

D r .  I n a z o  N i t o b e ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  I n s t i 

t u t e ,  w h o  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  s e r v e d  i n  

t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a 

t i o n s ,  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  o p e n i n g  a d d r e s s  

i n  w h i c h  h e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  P a c i f i c  

l a n d s  a r e  t o  b e  t h e  s t a g e  w h e r e  s h a l l  

m e e t  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  o f  

t h e  w o r l d .  W e  a r e  h i g h l y  r e s o l v e d  

t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  m e e t  i n  u n i o n  a n d  

h a r m o n y .  O c c i d e n t a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  H e l l e n i c  t o o k  a  

w e s t w a r d  c o u r s e ,  w h i l e  O r i e n t a l  

c u l t u r e ,  s t a r t i n g  s o m e w h e r e  i n  

A k k a d i a ,  o r  S u m e r i a ,  a d v a n c e d  

e a s t w a r d ,  a n d  r e a c h i n g  o u r  s h o r e s ,  

h a s  w a i t e d  f o r  t h i s  d a y  t o  m e e t  t h e  

W e s t  a n d  m a k e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c i r c u i t  

o f  h u m a n  p r o g r e s s .  . .  .  T h u s  t h e  

E a s t  a n d  t h e  W e s t  a r e  c o m i n g  t o 

g e t h e r  a f t e r  a  l o n g  s e p a r a t i o n .  I t  

i s  a n  o p p o r t u n e  m e e t i n g  t h i s ,  f o r  

i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  t i m e  h a s  

a r r i v e d  f o r  u s  w h o s e  t a s k  i s  t o  f i n d  

a  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  o l d  a n d  

t h e  n e w  r a c e s  t o  j o i n  h a n d s .  W e  

m e e t ,  a s  w e  d o  n o w ,  f o r  i n q u i r y  a n d
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s t u d y ,  f o r  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  o u r  

v i s i o n ,  f o r  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  o u r  

s p i r i t ,  f o r  a  f e a s t  o f  s o u l s ,  t h e  f e l 

l o w s h i p  o f  k i n d r e d  m i n d s .  W e  m e e t  

h e r e ,  n o t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  

n o r  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  w i t h  a  w i l l  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  t o  p e a c e .  T h e  o l d  

n o t i o n  o f  n a t i o n s  a s  f i g h t i n g  u n i t s ,  

o r  c o m m e r c i a l  r i v a l s  i s  b e i n g  d i s 

c a r d e d .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  e m u l a t i o n  

w i t h o u t  f i g h t i n g ,  c o m m e r c e  w i t h o u t  

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  p a t r i o t i s m  w i t h o u t  

j i n g o i s m .  W e  c a n  l o v e  o u r  f a t h e r 

l a n d  w i t h o u t  h a t i n g  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s ;  

w e  c a n  t r a d e  w i t h  f o r e i g n e r s  w i t h 

o u t  r u i n i n g  t h e i r  p r o f i t .  W e  c a n  

r u n  i n  t h e  s a m e  r a c e  w i t h o u t  u n d e r 

m i n i n g  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  M a n k i n d  i s  

o n e  i n  i t s  u l t i m a t e  e n d  a n d  a i m  a n d  

o u r  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  b e  e x e r t e d  t o w a r d  

t h e  u n i t y  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  w e  s h a l l  

n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  e n j o y  p e r p e t u a l  

p e a c e ,  h a p p i n e s s  o r  p r o s p e r i t y .  I f  

w e  a r e  s t i l l  f a r  f r o m  t h i s  d e s i r e d  

g o a l ,  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  a g e  p o i n t  o u t  

t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  m i s t a k e n  i n  o u r  

i d e a l .  T h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a r e  

l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  c o r 

p o r a t e  b o d y  i n  o n e  f o r m  o r  o t h e r ,  

n o t  p e r h a p s  o n e  u n i f i e d  s t a t e ,  b u t  a  

l o o s e  u n i o n ,  a  s o r t  o f  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  a  p a r l i a m e n t  o f  

m a n .  ’  ’

L o r d  H a i l s h a m ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  g r o u p ,  w a s  c h o s e n  C h a i r 

m a n  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .  I n  h i s  

o p e n i n g  r e m a r k s  h e  s a i d  t h a t  s t u d y  

a n d  n o t  d e c i s i o n  w a s  w h a t  t h e  c o n 

f e r e n c e  c a l l e d  f o r  a n d  e x p e c t e d .  “ I n  

c o n c e r t  d e c i s i o n s  c o u l d  b e  h a n d e d  

o u t  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e l y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

r e a c h e d .  . . .  W e  h a v e  t o  s e e  o u r 

s e l v e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  w h i c h  o t h e r  

p e o p l e s  s e e  u s .  . . .  W e  f i t  o u r 

s e l v e s  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  o u r  o w n  p e o p l e  

a s  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  .  .  .  S u c h  t h e n  i s  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s u l t  w h i c h  t h e s e  

c o n f e r e n c e s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e

p a s t  a n d  w h i c h  w e  l o o k  f o r  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e . ”  T h e s e  w e r e  a m o n g  h i s  

r e m a r k s  w h i c h  h e  c o n c l u d e d  b y  

q u o t i n g  f r o m  E m p e r o r  M e i j i ’ s  e d i c t  

t o  h i s  p e o p l e  t o  s e e k  k n o w l e d g e  a s  

f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  f r o m  o t h e r  l a n d s .

M r .  M e r l e  D a v i s ,  G e n e r a l  S e c r e 

t a r y  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  s p o k e  o f  t h e  

C o n f e r e n c e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  d e v e l o p i n g  

p r o c e s s .  T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  

H o n o l u l u  i n  1 9 2 5 ,  h e  s a i d ,  w a s  a n  

e x p e r i m e n t  i n  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  

s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  b u i l t  u p o n  t h a t  e x 

p e r i m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  C o n f e r 

e n c e  w a s  w i d e n i n g  s t i l l  f a r t h e r .  H e  

s a i d ,  ‘  ‘  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  

a  n e w  a g e . ”

A t  t h e  o p e n i n g  b a n q u e t  D r .  I n a z o  

N i t o b e  t o l d  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s .  E i g h t y  

y e a r s  a g o ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  

s i n g l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  

t h a t  s i n c e  1 8 4 0  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  a p 

p e a r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  f r o m  t h e n  

u n t i l  1 8 4 9  t h e r e  w e r e  h e l d  n i n e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

n e x t  t e n  y e a r s ,  1 8 5 0 - 5 9 ,  t w e n t y  c o n 

f e r e n c e s  w e r e  h e l d ,  a v e r a g i n g  t w o  a  

y e a r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e c a d e  

t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n t y .  I n  t h e  n e x t  

d e c a d e  t h e  n u m b e r  d o u b l e d ,  a n d  s o  

i t  w e n t  o n  u n t i l  1 8 9 6 - 1 8 9 7  t h e r e  

w e r e  h e l d  3 6 2  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e s  

a v e r a g i n g  o n e  a  d a y .

H o n .  N e w t o n  W .  B o w e l l ,  C h a i r 

m a n  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  g r o u p ,  a l l u d e d  

t o  t h e  c o i n c i d e n c e  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  m o d e r n  J a p a n ,  b o t h  

o c c u r i n g  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 6 7 .  A l s o  t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  

h e l d  t h e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t w o  c o u n 

t r i e s ,  J a p a n  a n d  C a n a d a  h a d  e x 

c h a n g e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  h o l d 

i n g  o f  i t  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  

“ S h o w a , ”  ‘ £ e n l i g h t e n e d  p e a c e , ”  i n  

t h e  F a r  E a s t  m a r k e d  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  

w o r l d  a  n e w  e r a  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .



TH E BAHA’I' MAGAZINE 313

A m o n g  n o t a b l e  a d d r e s s e s  w a s  

t h a t  o f  D r .  J a m e s  T .  S h o t w e l l ,  o f  

C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h o  s p o k e  o n ,  

“ T h e  M a c h i n e  a n d  i t s  P l a c e  i n  t h e  

P r o b l e m s  o f  o n r  B r a . ”  H e  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  w a s  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I n  

a n s w e r i n g  h i s  o w n  q u e s t i o n ,  “ H a s  

a r t  a  g r e a t  p a s t ? ”  h e  s a i d  i n  t h e  

p a s t  m o s t  p e o p l e  w e r e  h e l d  t o  a n  

i r o n  r o u t i n e  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  d e m o 

c r a c y  o f  c u l t u r e .  I n v e n t i o n  c a m e  

i n  t o  c h a n g e  a  w o r l d .  A r t  h e  d e 

s c r i b e d  a s  t w o  k i n d s , — o n e  t h e  

m o n u m e n t a l  k i n d  i n  l i n e  o r  c o l o r ,  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  w h i c h  m o v e s  i n  

c h a n g e  a n d  n o t  i n  f o r m ,  w h i c h  h e  

c a l l e d  t h e  a d j u s t i n g  l e v e r  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  m a n k i n d ,  p u t t i n g  i n  p l a c e  

o f  r e p e t i t i o n ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  “ W e  

m e e t  o n  t h e  u r g e  o f  t h i s  n e w  

p o w e r , ”  h e  s a i d .

A n o t h e r  s p e a k e r ,  P r o f .  A .  J .  

T o y n b e e ,  o f  L o n d o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  

a n  a d d r e s s  o n ,  “ W h e r e  w e  s t a n d  i n  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s , ”  p o i n t e d  

o u t  “ t h a t  i n  i t s  e c o n o m i c  l i f e  t h e  

w h o l e  l i v i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  

a n d  t h e  w h o l e  h a b i t a b l e  a n d  i r r i g 

a b l e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  h a v e  

d r a w n  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  s y s t e m  o f  r e l a 

t i o n s . ”

T h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  

w e r e  n o t  o n l y  g i v e n  m a n y  o p p o r 

t u n i t i e s  t o  v i s i t  b e a u t i f u l  J a p a n e s e  

g a r d e n s  a n d  t e m p l e s ,  b u t  w e r e  

s h o w n  t h e  o l d  a r t s ;  p a i n t i n g ,  s a n d  

p i c t u r e s ,  f l o w e r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  t h e  

d r e s s i n g  a n d  s y m b o l s  i n  t h e  d r e s s  

o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  b r i d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

J a p a n e s e  d a n c e s .  L a w r e n c e  B i n -  

y o n ,  a u t h o r  a n d  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  

O r i e n t a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

M u s e u m ,  i n  h i s  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  J a p a n  

s a i d  o f  t h i s  a r t :  “ I  t h i n k  w h a t  d o e s  

i m p r e s s  m e  m o s t  a b o u t  J a p a n  i s  

t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  a r t  in a wide sense

t h e  love of beauty,  o f  g o o d  w o r k ,  

p e r v a d e  the whole people,  t o  a n  

e x t e n t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  m e  t o  

b e  p a r a l l e l e d  a n y w h e r e  o r  p e r h a p s  

a t  a n y  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y .  I f  I  w e r e  t o  

t r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  

s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  l o v e  o f  a r t  a n d  l o v e  o f  

b e a u t y  w h i c h  I  f i n d  i n  J a p a n ,  I  

m i g h t  d e s c r i b e  i t  a s  a  k i n d  o f  c o u r 

t e s y  n o t  o n l y  b y  h u m a n  b e i n g s  t o  

e a c h  o t h e r  but a hind of courtesy to 
nature,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  a s  i f  t h e  b l o s 

s o m s  w h e n  t h e y  c o m e  o u t  w o u l d  f e e l  

h u r t  i f  w e  d i d  n o t  c o m e  o u t  t o o  t o  

e n j o y  a n d  a d m i r e  t h e m .  T h e r e  

s e e m s  t o  b e  a  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  b e a u t y  

o f  g r o w i n g  t h i n g s .  Y o u  s e e  i t  i n  

t h e  w a y  f l o w e r s  a r e  a r r a n g e d ,  a n d  

i n  t h e  g a r d e n s .  T h a t ,  I  think, is the 
most wonderful thing I  find in 
Japan.”

O n e  a f t e r n o o n  a  g r o u p  o f  t e n  i n 

c l u d i n g  s o m e  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  s o c i o l 

o g y  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  

v i s i t e d  M r .  T e n k o  N i s h i d a ,  t h e  e x 

p o n e n t  o f  s i m p l e  l i v i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e  

g i v e n  w i t h o u t  s e e k i n g  r e w a r d ,  a t  

h i s  p l a c e  c a l l e d ,  “ I t t o e n , ”  o r  “ G a r 

d e n  o f  O n e  L i g h t . ”  M r .  N i s h i d a ,  

h i s  w i f e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e  w i t h  

t h e m  h a v e  p r o v e d  t h a t  a  l i f e  g i v e n  

t o  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  s e e k i n g  r e c o m 

p e n s e  d o e s  n o t  l e a d  t o  s t a r v a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f a c e s  o f  s o m e  t w e n t y  p e r 

s o n s  w h o  l i v e  a t  “ I t t o e n ”  w a s  t h e  

s a m e  e x p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  s e l f l e s s n e s s .

T h e  g r e a t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  P a c i f i c  R e l a t i o n s  w a s  

t h e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b r o u g h t  

a b o u t  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r e 

s e n t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  P a c i f i c  r a c e s .  

T h o s e  w h o  a t  f i r s t  h e l d  c o n t r o v e r 

s i a l  o p i n i o n s  e n d e d  i n  b e t t e r  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  h o l d  

t h e  n e x t  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  C h i n a  i n  

1 9 3 1 .
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TEACH US TO PRAY
B e r t h a  H y d e  K i r k p a t r i c k

“In all the worlds of existence there is nothing more important than prayer.”
—’Abdu’l-Bahd.

“ Know thou that prayer is indis
pensable and obligatory and man 
under no pretext  whatever is ex
cused therefrom unless he be men
tally unsound or an insurmountable 
obstacle prevent him.”

H E  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  p e r f e c t  

p r a y e r  a r i s e s  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  

f r o m  a  h e a r t  f u l l  o f  l o v e  f o r  G o d .  

Y e t  s o m e  o f  u s  w h o  a r e  b e g i n n e r s  i n  

s e e k i n g  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  f i n d  t h a t  

e v e n  t h i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  

m u s t  b e  l e a r n e d  a n d  t h a t  t h a t  l o v e  

f o r  G o d  w h o s e  g e r m  i s  p l a n t e d  i n  

e v e r y  h u m a n  h e a r t  m u s t  b e  c u l t i 

v a t e d  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  p e r f e c t i o n .  

S o  w i t h  C h r i s t ’ s  d i s c i p l e s  o f  o l d  

w e  p e t i t i o n ,  “ L o r d ,  t e a c h  u s  t o  

p r a y . ”  S e a r c h i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  w o r d s  

w e  f i n d  t h a t  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  n o t  o n l y  

m a k e s  c l e a r  t o  u s  t h e  w i s d o m ,  i m 

p o r t a n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r a y e r ,  

b u t  k n o w i n g  t h a t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  

o n l y  c h i l d r e n  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s h i n 

i n g  p a t h w a y  g r a c i o u s l y  g i v e s  u s  

m a n y  l e s s o n s  t o  h e l p  u s  d e v e l o p  t o 

w a r d  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  p e r f e c t  

p r a y e r .

W h e r e  e l s e  s h a l l  w e  f i n d  s u c h  

t e n d e r ,  s i m p l e ,  i n s p i r i n g  w o r d s  a s  

t h e s e  o f  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  s u r e l y  a  f i r s t  

l e s s o n  i n  p r a y e r  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  

a r e  g r o p i n g  a n d  s e e k i n g :

“ I f  o n e  f r i e n d  f e e l s  l o v e  f o r  

a n o t h e r  h e  w i l l  w i s h  t o  s a y  s o .  

T h o u g h  h e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d  i s  

a w a r e  t h a t  h e  l o v e s  h i m ,  h e  w i l l  s t i l l  

w i s h  t o  s a y  s o .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y o n e  

y o u  l o v e  d o  y o u  n o t  s e e k  a n  o p 

p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  h i m ,  t o

s p e a k  l o v i n g l y  w i t h  h i m ,  t o  b r i n g  

h i m  g i f t s ,  t o  w r i t e  h i m  l e t t e r s ?  I f  

y o u  d o  n o t  f e e l  s u c h  a  d e s i r e  i t  

w o u l d  b e  t h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  l o v e  y o u r  

f r i e n d .  G o d  k n o w s  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  

a l l  h e a r t s .  B u t  t h e  i m p u l s e  t o  p r a y  

i s  a  n a t u r a l  o n e  s p r i n g i n g  f r o m  

m a n ’ s  l o v e  t o  G o d .  I f  t h e r e  b e  n o  

p l e a s u r e  o r  s p i r i t u a l  e n j o y m e n t  i n  

p r a y e r ,  d o  n o t  p r a y .  P r a y e r  

s h o u l d  h p r i n g  f r o m  l o v e ,  f r o m  t h e  

d e s i r e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  c o m m u n e  

w i t h  G o d .  J u s t  a s  t h e  l o v e r  n e v e r  

c e a s e s  f r o m  w i s h i n g  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  

w i t h  t h e  b e l o v e d  s o  d o e s  t h e  l o v e r  

o f  G o d  a l w a y s  w i s h  f o r  c o n s t a n t  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e i t y .  

P r a y e r  n e e d  n o t  b e  i n  w o r d s ,  b u t  i n  

t h o u g h t  a n d  a t t i t u d e .  B u t  i f  t h i s  

l o v e  a n d  t h i s  d e s i r e  a r e  l a c k i n g  i t  

i s  u s e l e s s  t o  t r y  t o  f o r c e  t h e m .  

W o r d s  w i t h o u t  l o v e  m e a n  n o t h i n g .  

I f  a  p e r s o n  t a l k s  t o  y o u  a s  a n  u n 

p l e a s a n t  d u t y  w i t h  n o  l o v e  o r  p l e a s 

u r e  i n  h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  y o u ,  d o  y o u  

w i s h  t o  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  h i m ?  E f f o r t s  

s h o u l d  f i r s t  b e  m a d e  t o  m a k e  a t t a c h 

m e n t  t o  G o d . ”

A n d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  e x p l a i n s  b r i e f 

l y  h o w  t h i s  a t t a c h e m e n t  i s  t o  b e  

m a d e :

“ K n o w l e d g e  i s  l o v e .  S t u d y ,  

l i s t e n  t o  e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  t h i n k ,  t r y  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d  g r e a t 

n e s s  o f  G o d .  T h e  s o i l  m u s t  b e  

f e r t i l i z e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s e e d  c a n  b e  

s o w n . ”

O u r  v e r y  f i r s t  s t e p  t h e n  i s  t o  

l e a r n  a b o u t  G o d ,  h i s  “ w i s d o m  a n d  

g r e a t n e s s . ”  A n d  w h e r e  s h a l l  w e  

l e a r n  a b o u t  G o d  e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e
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d i v i n e  t e a c h e r s  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  o n  

e a r t h  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  p u r p o s e — t h e  

p e r f e c t  e d u c a t o r s ,  t h e  h o l y  M a n i 

f e s t a t i o n s  o f  G o d — C h r i s t ,  M u h a m 

m a d ,  B a h a ’ u l l a h f  “ T h e  s o u r c e  o f  

a l l  l e a r n i n g  i s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d  

a n d  t h i s  c a n n o t  h e  a t t a i n e d  s a v e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  H i s  D i 

v i n e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n . ”  ( B a h a ’ u 

’ l l a h ) .

T o d a y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o u n t y  o f  

G o d ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  t o  

s t u d y  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  w o r d s ,  t h e  d a i l y  

l i v e s ,  d e e d s  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  

T e a c h e r  f o r  t h i s  a g e ,  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .  

W e  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  H i s  r e v e a l e d  

w o r d ,  b u t  H i s  w o r d  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

b y  H i s  a p p o i n t e d  I n t e r p r e t e r ,  

’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a .

S u r e l y  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  t h e s e  l i v e s ,  

o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  w i s d o m  a n d  l o v e  

w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o w a r d  o u r  g o a l  o f  t h e  

p e r f e c t  p r a y e r  w h i c h  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  

t h u s  s e t s  b e f o r e  u s :

‘  ‘ I n  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a y e r  m e n  p r a y  

o n l y  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ,  n o t  b e 

c a u s e  t h e y  f e a r  h i m  o r  h e l l  o r  h o p e  

f o r  b o u n t y  o r  h e a v e n .  T h u s  t h e  

s o u l s  i n  w h o s e  h e a r t s  t h e  f i r e  o f  

l o v e  i s  e n k i n d l e d  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  b y  

s u p p l i c a t i o n .  T r u e  s u p p l i c a t i o n  t o  

G o d  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a c t u a t e d  b y  

l o v e  t o  G o d  o n l y . ”

T h i s  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  l o v e  o f  w h i c h  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  s a y s ,  “ T h e  l o v e r  o f  

G o d  d e s i r e s  a n d  a d o r e s  H i m  b e 

c a u s e  H e  i s  p e r f e c t i o n  a n d  b e c a u s e  

o f  H i s  p e r f e c t i o n s .  L o v e  s h o u l d  b e  

t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  l o v e ,  a n d  n o t  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  o u t w a r d  m a n i f e s t a 

t i o n s .  T h e  l o v e r  o f  G o d  l o v e s  H i m  

f o r  H i m s e l f ,  n o t  f o r  h i s  o w n  s a k e . ”

S o  t h e  p e r f e c t  l o v e  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  

o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  p r a y e r .  W h i c h e v e r  

w e  s e e k  w e  s h a l l  f i n d  b o t h  w h e n  w e  

a t t a i n  e i t h e r .  T h e  p r a y e r  i t s e l f  

w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o  a  k n o w l e d g e  a n d

l o v e  o f  G o d  a n d  a  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

l o v e  o f  G o d  w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o  p e r f e c t  

p r a y e r .  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  t e l l s  u s  h o w  

b o u n t i f u l l y  w e  m a y  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  

a n d  o t h e r  b l e s s i n g s :  “ B e g  e v e r y 

t h i n g  t h o u  d e s i r e s t  f r o m  B a h a ’ u 

’ l l a h .  I f  t h o u  a r t  a s k i n g  f a i t h ,  a s k  

o f  H i m .  I f  t h o u  a r t  y e a r n i n g  a f t e r  

k n o w l e d g e ,  a s k  o f  H i m ,  H e  w i l l  

g r a n t  i t  u n t o  t h e e .  I f  t h o u  a r t  

l o n g i n g  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ,  H e  w i l l  

b e s t o w  i t  u p o n  t h e e .  H e  w i l l  d e 

s c e n d  u p o n  t h e e  a l l  H i s  b l e s s i n g s . ”

G r a t i t u d e ,  j o y ,  h a p p i n e s s  a r e  

b o u n d  t o  a c c o m p a n y  o u r  g r o w i n g  

l o v e  f o r  G o d ,  b e c o m i n g  a  n e c e s s a r y  

p a r t  o f  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  s p i r i t .  

“ T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  u t m o s t  j o y ,  

g l a d n e s s ,  r e j o i c i n g  a n d  e n d l e s s  h a p 

p i n e s s  t h o u  m u s t  o p e n  t h y  t o n g u e  

i n  t h a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  g l o r i f y i n g  t h e  

L o r d  o f  m e r c y ,  a n d  b e c o m e  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  e n l i g h t e n m e n t , ”  w r o t e  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  t o  a n  e a r n e s t  s e e k e r .  

T h i s  k i n g d o m  o f  j o y  i s  o p e n e d  t o  

u s  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r a y e r  r e v e a l e d  

b y  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h :  “ 0  T h o u  b y  w h o s e  

N a m e  t h e  s e a  o f  j o y s  m o v e t h  a n d  

t h e  f r a g r a n c e s  o f  h a p p i n e s s  w a f t :  

I  b e g  o f  T h e e  t o  s h o w  m e  f r o m  t h e  

w o n d e r s  o f  T h y  F a v o r  t h a t  w h i c h  

s h a l l  b r i g h t e n  m y  e y e s  a n d  g l a d d e n  

m y  h e a r t . ”

W e  n e e d  n o t  f e e l  d i s m a y e d  o r  

a s h a m e d  t h a t  w e  a r e  b e g i n n e r s  a n d  

h a v e  n o t  y e t  a t t a i n e d .  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a  i n  H i s  m e r c i f u l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  w e  a r e  s e e k e r s  a n d  

l e a r n e r s  e l s e  H e  w o u l d  n o t  s o  

p a t i e n t l y  h a v e  g i v e n  u s  m a n y  l e s 

s o n s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I f  w e  f a l l  

s h o r t  o f  a t t a i n m e n t  H e  u r g e s  u s  t o  

p e r s e v e r e .  “ D r a w  n i g h  u n t o  G o d , ”  

H e  s a y s ,  “ a n d  p e r s e v e r e  i n  c o m 

m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  L o r d  s o  t h a t  t h e  

f i r e  o f  G o d ’ s  l o v e  m a y  g l o w  m o r e  

l u m i n o u s l y  i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  i t s  h e a t  

g r o w  s t r o n g e r  a n d  g i v e  w a r m t h  t o
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t h a t  r e g i o n  a n d  i t s  s o u n d  r e a c h  t h e  

S u p r e m e  C o n c o u r s e . ”

A t  o n e  t i m e  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  g a v e  

t h e s e  v e r y  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  o b 

t a i n i n g  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  a t t i t u d e :

“ T h e  p r a y e r f u l  a t t i t u d e  i s  a t 

t a i n e d  b y  t w o  m e a n s .  J u s t  a s  a  

m a n  w h o  i s  g o i n g  t o  d e l i v e r  a  l e c 

t u r e  p r e p a r e s  t h e r e f o r  a n d  h i s  p r e 

p a r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  c e r t a i n  m e d i t a 

t i o n s  a n d  n o t a t i o n s ,  s o  t h e  p r e p a r a 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  a t t i t u d e  i s  

d e t a c h i n g  o n e ’ s  m i n d  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  

t h o u g h t s  s a v e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  G o d  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  t h e n  

p r a y i n g  w h e n  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  a t t i t u d e  

s h a l l  b e  a t t a i n e d .  ’  ’

A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

e x p l a i n e d  e v e n  m o r e  f u l l y  h o w  t o  

a t t a i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  d e t a c h m e n t  :  

“ W e  m u s t  s t r i v e  t o  a t t a i n  t o  t h a t  

[ s p i r i t u a l ]  c o n d i t i o n  b y  b e i n g  s e p 

a r a t e d  f r o m  a l l  t h i n g s  a n d  f r o m  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  b y  t u r n i n g  

t o  G o d  a l o n e .  I t  w i l l  t a k e  s o m e  e f 

f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m a n  t o  a t t a i n  

t o  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  b u t  h e  m u s t  w o r k  

f o r  i t ,  s t r i v e  f o r  i t .  W e  c a n  a t t a i n  

t o  i t  b y  t h i n k i n g  l e s s  a n d  c a r i n g  

l e s s  f o r  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  a n d  m o r e  

f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l .  T h e  f u r t h e r  w e  

g o  f r o m  o n e ,  t h e  n e a r e r  w e  a r e  t o  

t h e  o t h e r — t h e  c h o i c e  i s  o u r s !  O u r  

s p i r i t u a l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  o u r  i n w a r d  

s i g h t  m u s t  b e  o p e n e d  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  

s e e  t h e  s i g n s  a n d  t r a c e s  o f  G o d ’ s  

s p i r i t  i n  e v e r y t h i n g .  E v e r y t h i n g  

c a n  r e f l e c t  t o  u s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

s p i r i t .  ’  ’

S e a r c h i n g  f u r t h e r  w e  f i n d  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  a d d i n g  o t h e r  i n s t r u c 

t i o n s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  d e t a c h e d  

s p i r i t  w h i c h  g o e s  t o  m a k e  t h e  e f f i 

c a c i o u s  p r a y e r .

“ P r a y e r  i s  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  G o d .  

. . .  I t s  e f f i c a c y  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  u p o n  

t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  h e a r t  f r o m  e x 

t r a n e o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  m u n d a n e

t h o u g h t s .  T h e  w o r s h i p p e r  m u s t  

p r a y  w i t h  a  detached spiri t , uncon
ditional surrender  o f  t h e  will, con
centrated attention  a n d  a  magnetic 
spiritual passion.  H i s  i n n e r m o s t  

b e i n g  m u s t  b e  s t i r r e d  w i t h  t h e  

e t h e r e a l  b r e e z e  o f  h o l i n e s s .  I f  t h e  

m i r r o r  o f  h i s  l i f e  i s  p o l i s h e d  f r o m  

t h e  d r o s s  o f  a l l  d e s i r e s  t h e  h e a v e n 

l y  p i c t u r e s  a n d  s t a r - l i k e  i m a g e s  o f  

t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  w i l l  b e c o m e  

f u l l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e i n .  T h e n  h e  w i l l  

b e  g i v e n  p o w e r  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e s e  

c e l e s t i a l  f o r m s  i n t o  h i s  o w n  d a i l y  

l i f e  a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  m a n y  t h o u s 

a n d s . ”

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  g i v e s  u s  t h e s e  a d d i 

t i o n a l  w o r d s  a s  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  p r a y e r :

“ P r a y e r  i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  

G o d .  W h i l e  m a n  p r a y s  h e  s e e s  

h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d .  I f  

h e  c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  h e  w i l l  

s u r e l y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  p r a y e r  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  h e  i s  c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  G o d . ”

I n  t h e  H i d d e n  W o r d s  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h  s a y s ,  “ 0  s o n  o f  M a n !  F o r g e t  

a l l  e l s e  b n t  m e  a n d  c o m m u n e  w i t h  

m y  S p i r i t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

M y  C o m m a n d ,  t u r n  u n t o  i t . ”  I n  

t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  g i v e s  

a n  i l l u m i n a t i n g  a n s w e r  t o  a  q u e s 

t i o n  w h i c h  p u z z l e s  m a n y ,  “ W h y  

s h o u l d  o n e  p r a y  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  a s  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  d o ,  o r  t h r o u g h  

a n o t h e r  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d  a n d  

w h y  s h o u l d  w e  n o t  p r a y  t o  G o d  

d i r e c t ! ’ ’

“ I f  w e  w i s h  t o  p r a y ,  w e  m u s t  

h a v e  s o m e  o b j e c t  u p o n  w h i c h  t o  

c o n c e n t r a t e .  I f  w e  t u r n  t o  G o d  w e  

m u s t  d i r e c t  o u r  h e a r t s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  

c e n t e r .  I f  a  m a n  w o r s h i p s  G o d  

o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  t h r o u g h  H i s  M a n i 

f e s t a t i o n  h e  m u s t  f i r s t  f o r m  a  c o n 

c e p t i o n  o f  G o d  a n d  t h a t  c o n c e p t i o n  

i s  c r e a t e d  b y  h i s  o w n  m i n d .  A s  t h e  

f i n i t e  c a n n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  I n -
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f i n i t e  s o  G o d  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o m p r e 

h e n d e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n .  T h a t  w h i c h  

m a n  c o n c e i v e s  w i t h  h i s  o w n  m i n d  h e  

c o m p r e h e n d s .  T h a t  w h i c h  h e  c a n  

c o m p r e h e n d  i s  n o t  G o d .  T h a t  c o n 

c e p t i o n  o f  G o d  w h i c h  a  m a n  h a s  i s  

b u t  a  p h a n t a s m ,  a n  i m a g e ,  a n  i m a g 

i n a t i o n ,  a n  i l l u s i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  

c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s u c h  a  c o n c e p 

t i o n  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g . ”  

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  m i n o r  a n d  e x t e r 

n a l  a i d s  t o  p r a y e r  w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  

f i t  o u r  n e e d s .  T o  s o m e  a n d  a t  s o m e  

t i m e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v o i c e  h e l p s  i n  

g a i n i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  ‘  ‘  W h y  

s h o u l d  i t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h i m  t o  

r e p e a t  p r a y e r s  a l o u d  a n d  w i t h  t h e  

t o n g u e  ? ”  A s k s  ’ A b d u  ’ l - B a h a .

“ O u r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  

h e a r t  a l o n e  i s  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  m i n d  

c a n  b e  m o r e  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d .  B u t  

r e p e a t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  s o  t h a t  t h e  

t o n g u e  a n d  h e a r t  a c t  t o g e t h e r ,  e n 

a b l e s  t h e  m i n d  t o  b e c o m e  c o n c e n 

t r a t e d .  T h e n  t h e  w h o l e  m a n  i s  s u r 

r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  

t h e  a c t  i s  m o r e  p e r f e c t . ”

W e  m a y  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

p r a y e r  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n  a r e  c l o s e l y  

r e l a t e d  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e 

t w e e n  t h e m .  P r a y e r  m a y  b e  a l o u d  

o r  s i l e n t .  M e d i t a t i o n ,  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  

t e l l s  u s  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  s i l e n t :  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  s a y s  t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n  

f r o m  G o d  f o r  e v e r y  p h e n o m e n o n .  

T h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  i s  c o n 

t e m p l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s i g n  o f  c o n 

t e m p l a t i o n  i s  s i l e n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  m a n  t o  d o  t w o  t h i n g s  

a t  o n c e — h e  c a n n o t  b o t h  s p e a k  a n d  

m e d i t a t e .  . .  .  T h i s  f a c u l t y  o  f  

m e d i t a t i o n  f r e e s  m a n  f r o m  t h e  

a n i m a l  n a t u r e ,  d i s c e r n s  t h e  r e a l i t y  

o f  t h i n g s ,  p u t s  m a n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  

G o d .  T h i s  f a c u l t y  b r i n g s  f o r t h  t h e  

s c i e n c e s  a n d  a r t s  f r o m  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  

p l a n e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i t a t i v e  

f a c u l t y  i n v e n t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  p o s 

s i b l e ,  c o l l o s a l  u n d e r t a k i n g s  a r e  c a r 

r i e d  o u t .  T h r o u g h  i t  g o v e r n m e n t s  

c a n  r u n  s m o o t h l y .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  

f a c u l t y  m a n  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

s o m e  t h o u g h t s  a r e  u s e l e s s  t o  m a n :  

t h e y  a r e  l i k e  w a v e s  m o v i n g  i n  t h e  

s e a  w i t h o u t  r e s u l t .  B u t  i f  t h e  

f a c u l t y  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  i s  b a t h e d  i n  

t h e  i n n e r  l i g h t  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

w i t h  d i v i n e  a t t r i b u t e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  

w i l l  b e  c o n f i r m e d .  ’  ’

W h i l e  t h e  t r u l y  p r a y e r f u l  a t t i 

t u d e  i s  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  y e t  

a  r e v e r e n t  p o s t u r e  d o u b t l e s s  h e l p s  

m o s t  o f  u s  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  

s p i r i t .  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  o n c e  s a i d ,  

“ I n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  n i g h t  I  get up 
a n d  p r a y . ”  H e  h i m s e l f  w h e n  

p r a y i n g  i n  p u b l i c  o f t e n  h e l d  h i s  

h a n d s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  w i t h  p a l m s  u p 

w a r d .  “ T h e n  w i t h  H i s  h e a d  u p 

t u r n e d  a n d  t h e  p a l m s  o f  H i s  h a n d s  

u p t u r n e d  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  i f  t o  r e c e i v e  

i n  t h e m  t h e  p o u r i n g  d o w n  o f  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t ,  H e  c h a n t e d  a  p r a y e r  

a n d  b l e s s i n g . ”  T h u s  w a s  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a  d e s c r i b e d  b y  o n e  w h o  w a s  

w i t h  H i m  i n  P a r i s .  W i t h  s o m e  o f  

t h e  p r a y e r s  r e v e a l e d  b y  B a h a ’ u l l a h  

H e  d e s c r i b e s  d i f f e r e n t  p o s t u r e s  

w h i c h  w e  m a y  a s s u m e :  s t a n d i n g ,  

k n e e l i n g ,  s i t t i n g .  S o m e o n e  h a s  

b e a u t i f u l l y  s a i d  t h a t  w h e n  w e  f i n i s h  

t h e  l o n g e r  d a i l y  p r a y e r ,  w i t h  i t s  d i f 

f e r e n t  p o s t u r e s ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  w e  

h a v e  p r a y e d  a l l  o v e r ,  t h a t  b o d y  a n d  

s o u l  t o g e t h e r  a r e  p u r i f i e d  t o  b e  d e 

v o t e d  t o  G o d ’ s  s e r v i c e .

W e  m a y  s o m e t i m e s ,  t o o ,  p r a y  

w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  g r o u p s  i f  w e  w o u l d  

a d d  e f f i c a c y  t o  o u r  p r a y e r s ,  “ f o r  

w h e r e  m a n y  a r e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  

t h i s  f o r c e  i s  g r e a t e r .  S e p a r a t e  

s o l d i e r s ,  f i g h t i n g  a l o n e  a n d  i n d i v i 

d u a l l y  h a v e  n o t  t h e  f o r c e  o f  a  u n i t e d  

a r m y .  I f  a l l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  

s p i r i t u a l  w a r  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  t h e n
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t h e i r  u n i t e d  s p i r i t u a l  f e e l i n g s  h e l p  

e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h e i r  p r a y e r s  b e 

c o m e  m o r e  a c c e p t a b l e . ”

W h e n  s h a l l  w e  p r a y ?  A l t h o u g h  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  s a y s ,  4 A l a n  m u s t  l i v e  

i n  a  s t a t e  o f  p r a y e r , ”  y e t  w e  k n o w  

H e  t o o k  s p e c i a l  t i m e s  f o r  p r a y e r  

a n d  H i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o o ,  s h o w  u s  

t h a t  c e r t a i n  d e f i n i t e  t i m e s  a r e  h e l p 

f u l .  4 4 S u p p l i c a t i o n  t o  G o d  a t  m o r n  

a n d  e v e  i s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  j o y  o f  

h e a r t s .  N e g l e c t  n o t  p r a y i n g  a n d  

c o m m u n i n g  i n  t h e  g l o o m y  m i d n i g h t s  

a n d  m o r n  a n d  e v e  a n d  o f f e r  g l o r y  

u n t o  t h y  L o r d  t h e  S u p r e m e . ”

4 4 A t  d a w n  h e  [ t h e  s e e k e r ]  s h o u l d  

b e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  s e e k 

i n g  f o r  t h a t  B e l o v e d  O n e  w i t h  t h e  

u t m o s t  e a r n e s t n e s s  a n d  p o w e r ;  

c o n s u m i n g -  h e e d l e s s n e s s  w i t h  t h e  

f i r e  o f  l o v e  a n d  p r a i s e ;  p a s s i n g  o v e r  

a l l  s a v e  G o d  w i t h  t h e  s w i f t n e s s  o f  

l i g h t n i n g . ”  ( B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ) .

F o r  w h a t  s h a l l  w e  p r a y ?  S h a l l  

w e  p r a y  f o r  h e a l t h ,  f o r  o u r  d a i l y  

n e c e s s i t i e s ,  f o r  o u r  m a t e r i a l  p r o s 

p e r i t y ?  S u r e l y  f o r  e v e r y  d e s i r e  i s  

a  p r a y e r ,  4 4 u t t e r e d  o r  u n e x p r e s s 

e d . ”  B u t  i n  a s k i n g  f o r  m a t e r i a l  

b l e s s i n g s  m u s t  w e  n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  

r e m e m b e r  t h e  4 4 u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r 

r e n d e r  o f  t h e  w i l l ”  t h a t  4 4 H e  d o e t h  

w h a t e v e r  H e  w i s h e t h ”  a n d  t h a t  

C h r i s t  s a i d  4 4 n o t  m y  w i l l ,  b u t  t h i n e  

b e  d o n e . ”  O n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

b o u n t i e s  t o  u s  i n  t h i s  d a y  i s  t h a t

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  h a v e  

r e v e a l e d  p r a y e r s  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h i c h  

w e  m a y  d r a w  n e a r  a n d  c o m m u n e  

w i t h  G o d .  I f  w e  n o t i c e  w e  s h a l l  s e e  

t h a t  w h i l e  p r a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e 

v e a l e d  f o r  a l l  m a t e r i a l  n e c e s s i t i e s  

a n d  b o u n t i e s  t h e y  a r e  f a r  o u t n u m 

b e r e d  b y  t h e  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t 

u a l  b o u n t i e s ,  f o r  l o v e ,  g u i d a n c e ,  

s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  r e v e r e n c e ,  f a i t h ,  

s p i r i t u a l  i n s i g h t .  W e  c a n n o t  b e  i n  

d o u b t  a s  t o  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  e t e r n a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  b l e s s i n g s .  I n d e e d  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  

h a r d s h i p s  a n d  d e p r i v a t i o n s ,  e v e n  

p o o r  h e a l t h ,  m a y  b e  r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  

b o u n t i e s .  4 4 S t r e n g t h e n  u s ,  e n r i c h  

u s ,  a n d  u p l i f t  u s  a b o v e  a l l  e a r t h l y  

c o n d i t i o n s . ”

A l l  t h e s e  r e v e a l e d  w o r d s  o f  p r a y 

e r  a r e  a f f i r m a t i v e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  

y e s ,  c r e a t i v e  a n d  t r u l y  l i f t  u s  i n t o  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  i f  w e  w i l l .  

4 4 T h e  p r a y e r s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  a n d  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  h e l p  t o  p u t  t h e  h e a r t  

i n  t u n e , ”  s a y s  t h e  B a h a ’ i  t e a c h e r ,  

J i n a b - i - F a d i l .  A n d  a n o t h e r  h a s  

s a i d ,  4 4 T h e  g r e a t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

G o d  r e v e a l  p r a y e r s  w h i c h  a r e  a b l a z e  

w i t h  d i v i n e  l o v e ,  w h i c h  m e l t  t h e  

h e a r t  a n d  u s h e r  o n e  i n t o  t h e  c o u r t  

o f  t h e  E t e r n a l  p r e s e n c e . ”  W i t h  

s u c h  b o u n t i e s  s o  c l o s e  a t  h a n d  l e t  

u s  n o t  n e g l e c t  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

m a t t e r  b u t  h u m b l y  a s k :  4 4 L o r d ,  

t e a c h  u s  t o  p r a y . ”

WORLD THOUGHT AND PROGRESS
4 4 M b x  o b  g o o d  w i l l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

w o r l d  a r e  w o r k i n g  e a r n e s t l y  a n d  

h o n e s t l y  t o  p e r f e c t  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  

a n d  p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  p e a c e .  B u t  

t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  h i g h  a b o v e  a n d  

i n f i n i t e l y  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  

w o r k  o f  a l l  a m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  m i n i s 

t e r s ,  s o m e t h i n g  f a r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l

t h a n  t r e a t i e s  a n d  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  

a r b i t r a t i o n  a n d  c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  

j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  

v i t a l  t h a n  e v e n  o u r  c o v e n a n t s  t o  

a b o l i s h  w a r ,  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  

m i g h t y  t h a n  a r m i e s  a n d  n a v i e s  i n  

d e f e n s e .

4 4 T h a t  i s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f
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g o o d  w i l l  a n d  f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  t o  c r e a t e  

r e s p e c t  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  t o  s t i m u l a t e  

e s t e e m  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e s — t h i s  i s  t h e  

f a r  g r e a t e s t  g u a r a n t y  o f  p e a c e .  I n  

t h a t  a t m o s p h e r e  a l l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  

b e c o m e  b u t  p a s s i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

d a y .  N o r  d o e s  t h i s  f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  r e 

s p e c t  a n d  e s t e e m  c o m e  t o  n a t i o n s  

w h o  b e h a v e  w e a k l y  o r  s u p i n e l y .  I t  

c o m e s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s t r o n g ,  b u t  

w h o  u s e  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  n o t  i n  a r 

r o g a n c e  o r  i n j u s t i c e .  I t  i s  t h r o u g h  

t h e s e  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

s i n c e r i t y ,  t h e  j u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  d i g n i t y  

o f  a  g r e a t  p e o p l e .  T h a t  i s  a  n e w  

v i s i o n  o f  d i p l o m a c y  t h a t  i s  d a w n i n g  

i n  t h e  w o r l d .  ” — President Hoover  
in his address to Congress.

I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  T h e  L o n d o n  T i m e s ,  

P r o f e s s o r  G .  E l l i o t t  S m i t h ,  d i s t i n g -  

u s h e d  a u t h o r  o f  ‘  ‘  T h e  E v o l u t i o n  o f  

M a n , ”  s a y s  t h a t  u n t i l  a  y e a r  a g o ,  

w h e n  P r e s i d e n t  C o o l i d g e ,  i n  h i s  

A r m i s t i c e  a d d r e s s ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  

p e a c e  a s  “ c o m i n g  t o  b e  m o r e  a n d  

m o r e  r e a l i z e d  a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a t e  o f  

m a n k i n d , ”  n o  s t a t e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a d  a d m i t t e d  

m a n ’ s  i n n a t e  p e a c e f u l n e s s  a s  a  p r i n 

c i p l e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  i n s p i r e  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n .  “ T h e  S p a n i s h  

A m b a s s a d o r , ”  w r i t e s  P r o f e s s o r  

S m i t h ,  “ t h e  M a r q u e s  M e r r y  D e l  

Y a l ,  a t  a  r e c e n t  G u i l d h a l l  b a n q u e t  

e x p r e s s e d  a  c o n v i c t i o n  w h i c h  i s  n o w  

w i d e s p r e a d .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  m o m e n t s  w h e n  a  w a v e  o f  f e e l 

i n g  s e e m e d  t o  s w e e p  o v e r  t h e  s o u l  

o f  m a n k i n d  f r o m  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  

e a r t h  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  r i s i n g  f r o m  h i d 

d e n  d e p t h s  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  u n s e e n  

f o r c e s .

‘  ‘  T o d a y ,  ’  ’  a d d e d  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r ,  

“ t h e  s u r g e  h a s  c a r r i e d  t h e m  o n  i t s  

c r e s t  t o w a r d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n a t u r a l  a n d  p r o p e r  s t a t e  o f  m a n ,  

u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e .  W e l l i n g  u p  f r o m

t h e  h u m a n  h e a r t  a f t e r  u n e n d i n g  

y e a r s  o f  r e p r e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l  i n  

i t s  e x t e n t ,  a n d  i n  i t s  s t r e n g t h  i s  i r 

r e s i s t i b l e . ” — New York Times.

“ T h e  p e e s s  o p  a  d a y  o r  t w o  a g o  

c o n t a i n e d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  a  w o n d e r 

f u l  n e w  i n v e n t i o n  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  a n  

a i r p l a n e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  f l i g h t  u n d e r  

a u t o m a t i c  c o n t r o l  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  

m i l e s ,  u n d e f l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

u p o n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  s e t .  S o  w i t h  a s  

s u r e  a n  a c c u r a c y  i s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

t o w a r d  p e a c e  o f  t h e  e n l i g h t e n e d  

m o d e r n  s t a t e s m a n  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  

n a t i o n s .

“ T h e  e y e s  o f  t h e s e  p i l o t s  a r e  

f i x e d  u p o n  t h e  d a w n  o f  a  n e w  e r a ;  

t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  g o v e r n 

m e n t s  a n d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  h a v e  s e t  

t h e i r  c o u r s e s .  W o e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  

w o u l d  s t a y  t h e i r  f l i g h t  o r  d e f l e c t  

t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n . ” —  

George W. Wicker sham, Chairman 
of the Hoover Commission on Law  
Enforcement, New York Times.

‘ ‘ T h e r e  is  o n e  r e a l  o b s t a c l e  w h i c h  

p r e v e n t s  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a t  l e a s t  

a s  m u c h  c o m m o n - s e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  

a m o n g  m a n k i n d  a s  i s  c o m m o n  

a m o n g  o u r  h u m b l e  c o u s i n s  t h e  

b e a v e r s  o r  a m o n g  o u r  r i v a l s ,  a n d  

p e r h a p s  o u r  s u p e r i o r s ,  t h e  a n t s .  

T h a t  o b s t a c l e  i s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g -  

r o o t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  s p e e c h .  

*  *  *  “ M a n ’ s  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  w o r l d 

w i d e  s p e e c h  i s  s t i l l ,  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n 

f e s s e d ,  m o r e  a  p r o p h e c y  t h a n  a  f a c t .  

N o t  m u c h  w a s  t o  b e  h o p e d  f o r  o r  

i s  n o w  h o p e f u l ,  i n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  f r o m  

c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  a n  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e .  L a t i n  w a s  t h a t  

o n c e ;  F r e n c h  f o r  a  t i m e  a p p r o a c h e d  

i t .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  m i s u n d e r s t a n d 

i n g s  w e r e  n o  l e s s .  W h a t  i s  n e e d e d ,  

a n y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b e h a v i o r i s t  w i l l  

t e l l  y o u ,  i s  a c t u a l l y  t o  h e a r  a n d
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share samples of other people’s 
daily lives. In a few years that will 
be possible by aid of what it is not 
too mnch to call the newest Peace 
Angel, the international telephone.

Tv* 'Jv"

“ There are said to be some 600 
different languages, each of them 
now spoken by at least a modicum 
of people somewhere on earth. A  
few of these may linger on for gen
erations, as isolated denizens of 
Tennessee mountains still cling to 
English idioms the ancestry of 
which goes back to Chaucer. But 
most of the w orld’s 600 languages 
are doomed. Philologists must 
hasten their map-making tasks, for 
many kinds of present speech will 
be as dead in a century or two as 
is now the speech of the vanished 
Sumerians.

“ Which language will survive 
this linguistic debacle to become 
the world-wide speech of man is an 
interesting speculation, but one for 
which there are few facts.”— E. E. 
Free in the New York Times.

S e a r s , R o e b u c k  & Co., Chicago 
mail order house, Tuesday an
nounced that, effective January 1, 
it would put its business on the 13- 
month calendar plan. The company 
is believed to be the first of the large 
firms to adopt the plan for which 
a campaign has been conducted for 
several years by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce.

The company’s sales and earn
ings will be computed on the 13- 
month basis and salaries of the 40,
000 employes will be adjusted to 
meet the new system.—Star, Wash
ington, D. C.

“ I ’v e  l o s t  a n t  feeling of racial 
prejudice I might have had before 
last summer. All summer long I

was associated with students frc 
all parts of the world. .

“ I. danced with a Japanese; 
went swimming with a Hebr< 
from Palestine; I boated on La 
Geneva with a Hindu, and alwa 
there were the boys from Oxfoi 
awfully nice boys.”

At the pension where Miss Mil 
gan lived were quartered a Japa 
ese man, a German-Swiss girl, ; 
Italian countess, an English gj 
and three American girls besid 
the pension keeper and her husbau 

They spoke French all the tim 
It was the only language whi< 
everyone could understand. Evt 
then, when teas were given at tl 
Union building, many foreign st 
dents wandered in who lacked evt 
a knowledge of that.

“ I would start talking to them : 
English ,” Miss Milligan said. ‘r 
they didn’t seem to understand tha 
I tried French. If that failed  
looked around for someone wl 
could speak German.” 

“ Association acquaints you wil 
their attitude on questions. The. 
ideas and ours were fundamental 
the same, we found. Only the bad 
ground was different, and that wi 
easily adjusted.”

Twice a week the group met i 
seminar. One of the students rea 
a paper which was discussed at 
round table session. Salvatore c 
Maderiago, former head of the di; 
armament section of the League c 
Nations, was one of their teacher 
Lectures each night and receptior 
every few days by authorities o 
world affairs filled out, the pr( 
gram .”—Excerpts  from an int&i 
view with Miss Martha Milligai 
Senior at Elmira College, N. Y 
who ivas chosen to represent he 
college at the Student Internationc 
Union Conference at Geneva-  
Binghamton, N. Y  Daily.
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DISARMAMENT

r m Y  A  G E N E R A L  A G R E E M E N T  a l l  t h e  

i i l l j  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m u s t  d i s a r m  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  I t  w i l l  n o t  d o  i f  o n e  l a y s  d o w n  

i t s  a r m s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  r e f u s e  t o  d o  s o .  T h e  

n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m u s t  c o n c u r  w i t h  e a c h  

o t h e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  s u p r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  s u b 

j e c t ,  t h u s  t h e y  m a y  a b a n d o n  t o g e t h e r  t h e  d e a d l y  

w e a p o n s  o f  h u m a n  s l a u g h t e r .  A s  l o n g  a s  o n e  

n a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  h e r  m i l i t a r y  a n d  n a v a l  b u d g e t ,  

a n o t h e r  n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  i n t o  t h i s  c r a z e d  

c o m p e t i t i o n  t h r o u g h  h e r  n a t u r a l  a n d  s u p p o s e d  

i n t e r e s t s .  .  .  .  H e n c e  i t  s e e m s  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  

l i e s  i n  u n i v e r s a l  d i s a r m a m e n t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n s .

W h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e ,  w e  m e a n  

t h a t  a l l  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  m u s t  c h a n g e  t h e i r  f l e e t s  

o f  b a t t l e s h i p s  a n d  d r e a d n a u g h t s  t o  a  m i g h t y  f l e e t  

o f  m e r c h a n t - m a r i n e ,  p l y i n g  t h e  o c e a n s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ,  u n i t i n g  t h e  d i s t a n t  s h o r e s  a n d  i n t e r w e a v 

i n g  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  f o r c e s  

o f  m a n k i n d .  .  .  .  N o w  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d i s 

a r m a m e n t  m u s t  b e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  b y  a l l  t h e  

n a t i o n s  a n d  n o t  o n l y  b y  o n e  o r  t w o .  C o n s e 

q u e n t l y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  p e a c e  m u s t  s t r i v e  d a y  

a n d  n i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  e v e r y  c o u n 

t r y  m a y  b e c o m e  p e a c e - l o v i n g ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  

m a y  g a i n  a  s t r o n g  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  f o o t i n g ,  a n d  

d a y  b y  d a y  t h e  a r m y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  b e  

i n c r e a s e d ,  c o m p l e t e  d i s a r m a m e n t  b e  r e a l i z e d  a n d  

t h e  f l a g  o f  u n i v e r s a l  c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e  w a v i n g  o n  

t h e  s u m m i t  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .

o •

: : • •j :

’ Abdu’l-Baha.

• i t
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“ Everything in life ministers to our development. Our 
lesson is to study and learn . . . Tests are either stumbling- 
blocks or stepping-stones, just as we make them.”

— ’ Abdu’l-Baha.

O u e  o e  t h e  t h i h g s  that help to 
make life on this planet difficult is 
the strange recurrence and per
sistence of obstacles in the face of 
human endeavor. It makes no dif
ference whether the aim is for self 
or for service, every enterprise 
seems obligated to pay the toll of 
strain and adversity before it can 
pass into the realm of fulfillment.

This is the common burden which 
incarnation places upon all of us. 
So long as we function in the world 
of ideas and ideals only, all is plain 
sailing and no rough winds thwart 
the smooth and happy progress of 
our dreams. But in seeking to 
transfer these dreams from the 
plane of the Ideal to the plane of 
the Phenomenal, we meet with 
countless obstacles and frustra
tions.

The practice of husbandry well 
typifies this law of “ resistance to 
effort.” The earth, before fulfill
ing the behest of the farmer, must 
be plowed—an act to which she op
poses every possible resistance. 
And this is but the beginning of the 
farm er’s troubles. The disastrous 
effects of too much or too little 
rain, of late frosts in spring and 
early frosts in autumn, of blights 
and insect pests, the unremitting 
labor of cultivation and of harvest
ing; and finally, subtle but most in

superable economic obstacles which 
rob the farmer of almost all re
wards of his toil if  his own and 
others’ harvests are too great—  
here we have an epitome of life 
itself.

A l l  c r e a t u r e s  of this earth are 
subject to a stupendous law of 
inertia. Matter at rest can be 
started into motion only by force; 
and matter already in motion can 
be changed in direction only by the 
application of force. The greater 
the mass of matter, the greater the 
force necessary to move it or to 
change its motion.

And so in the world of affairs it 
takes energy to initiate or to change 
things, and the greater the enter
prise the more stupendous is the 
amount of energy required.

Even the Manifestations of God 
accept with humility this law and 
operate under it. And since Their 
enterprises are the most gigantic 
known to the planet, it follows that 
their obstacles, their trials, their 
frustrations and sufferings, are 
titanic in scope. But it is not Their 
desire to seek exemption from this 
great cosmic law of inertia. They 
come to earth to effect great 
changes for humanity. And hu
manity being what it is—of the 
earth earthly—the Messengers of
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God accept all the difficulties nor
mal to Their colossal task of re
formation.

I f  t h e s e  G b e a t  O n e s  accept with 
full volition and submission dif
ficulties of which They do not per
sonally complain, we ordinary 
mortals may well hesitate to rebel 
even in spirit at the nature of 
things as they are. The only wise 
course before us is to cheerfully 
accept the laws of matter in which 
we are incarnated and seek to work 
in accord with these laws, never 
losing faith in the Universe, never 
in irritation complaining against 
laws which are in reality benefi
cent.

M a t t e b  w h i c h  is absolutely 
docile before the W ill of God op
poses itself to the will of man in 
order that man may gain the 
power, through will, of persistent 
effort. What we achieve in the 
way of personal ends is not so im
portant as how we achieve it. The 
process is more important than the 
results. It is like tasks given 
school children in order to teach 
them how to figure. It is the gain
ing of power, of mastery, that is 
desired rather than any specific 
outcome of the efforts made.

And so in the life of the adult, 
it would seem that problems are 
constantly set us which we no 
sooner solve than fresh problems 
arise. There comes no time when 
life flows freely and without ob
structions.

As we meet these difficulties and 
overcome them, we are gaining con
stantly in power. He who under
takes most, grows most. He whom
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the most difficulties smite is gain
ing most in power.

Since these tests and trials per
sist, in one form or another, to the 
very end of life, it is evident that 
the power gained by victory is de
signed for use not only in this 
world but in the next.

It is conceivable that will power, 
indomitable as against materiality 
yet submissive as before God, is one 
of the greatest resources which we 
can take over with us into the next 
world. There, one may imagine, 
form is more pliant and obedient to 
creative will, and achievement fol
lows faster and more easily and 
more delightfully upon the initia
tory process of conception.

F o b t it n a t e l y , we do not h a v e  to 
wait until the next life in order to 
get use and enjoyment from will 
power engendered by meeting 
earthly obstacles. Every difficulty 
overcome, every task accomplished, 
confers greater scope for future 
accomplishment.

And with recurrent victory comes 
faith—at first faltering, but finally 
steady as the pole star—faith that 
power will be bestowed upon us 
equal to any emergency with which 
Destiny may confront us.

To the inertia of matter we have 
but to offer effort, faith and prayer, 
and obstacles eventually vanish as 
morning mists before the sun.

Then, after ceaseless effort has 
been made, we discover an amazing 
advantage in this very law of in
ertia which first brought frustra
tion. For, expressed as momentum, 
this law means that a thing once 
set in motion continues of its own 
accord.
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And such a momentum blesses all 
sincere and honest human effort. 
If  the intention is right, all effort is 
finally successful, and to constantly 
greater degree we may all harvest 
rich fruits of our endeavor if  we 
faint not in our husbandry.

And what applies to each in
dividual applies also to causes and 
great movements of humanity. In
defatigable effort, enduring strain, 
patient suffering before continual 
frustrations, yea even martyrdom  
itself, characterize the beginnings 
of great reforms and of religions.

What stupendous exertion, what 
mighty aid of the Spirit, is neces
sary in order to get the whole great 
mass of humanity in new motion 
and progress!

Yet at last the movement grows, 
humanity as a mass finds itself in 
motion, and from this point on the 
law of momentum bears all things 
onward to inevitable victory.

To be living in the pioneer days 
of a Cause, when every effort made 
produces fruit a hundredfold in 
periods of fulfillment—this is a 
great blessing and inspiration!

JHROUGH the bounty and favor of God think nothing 
difficult or impossible. God is so bountiful that He 

brings fire out from the stone; inflammable matter jets out 
from the interior of the earth; out of the black dust of the 
soil He produces beautiful flowers; from the bottom of the 
ocean He brings pearls and corals. When the Light of His 
favor is shed upon us the darkness is fled.

* # #

¡HE POINT is this, that in the path of Truth every 
difficulty is made plain and every trial is a match

less bounty . . . The Baha’i Movement bestows upon man 
a new spirit, a new light, and a new motion. It enlarges 
the sphere of thought. It illumines the horizon of the 
intellect. It expands the arena of comprehension.

* .y» 4c,TP TP

jplOj E THOU resolute and steadfast. When the tree is 
W.ilJ firmly rooted it will bear fruit, therefore it is not 
permitted to be agitated by any test. Be thou not dis
heartened! Be thou not discouraged! The trials of God 
are many, but if  man remains firm and steadfast the test 
itself is a stepping-stone for the progress of humanity.

’A bdu’l-Baha
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THE BASIS OF BAHAT BELIEF
C h a p t e r  I I — P a r t  I ,  “ Tales of the P a s t”

K e i t h  R a n s o m - K e h l e r

“In this day he who seeks the Light of the Sun of Truth must free his mind from 
the tales of the past, must adorn his head with the crown of severance and his temple 
with the robe of virtue. Then shall he arrive at the ocean of Oneness and enter the 
presence of Singleness. The heart must become free from the fire of superstitions 
that it may receive the Light of Assurance and that it may perceive the Glory of God.”

Bahâ’u’llâh

| j g , | g ] H E  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o b l e m  i n  

I f J | |  p r e s e n t i n g  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  

m i n d  a  n e w  i d e a  i n v o l v e s  b i o l o g y ,  

p h y s i o l o g y ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g y .

B e h a v i o r i s m  h a s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  

s a y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  “ h a b i t  p a t 

t e r n s  ’ ? a n d  “ c o n d i t i o n e d  r e f l e x e s . ”  

T h i s  s i m p l y  m e a n s  t h a t  n e r v e  c u r 

r e n t s  h a v i n g  o n c e  o p e n e d  u p  c e r 

t a i n  p a t h s  o f  d i s c h a r g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  

n e u r o n s  a n d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e a s  

i n  t h e  b r a i n ,  f i n d  i t  n o t  o n l y  e a s i e r  

a n d  s i m p l e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  f l o w  

t h r o u g h  s u c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h a n n e l s ,  

b u t  e x p e r i e n c e  p o s i t i v e  p a i n  w h e n  

c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  

p l o w i n g  n e w  f u r r o w s  i n  t h e  h i t h e r 

t o  u n u s e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  n e r v e  a n d  

c e r e b r u m .

A  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h i n k i n g  

a m o n g  t h e  e d u c a t e d  a n d  m e n t a l l y  

g i f t e d  i s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  t h i n k i n g  a t  

a l l ,  i f  b y  t h i n k i n g  w e  m e a n  t h e  s e t 

t i n g  u p  o f  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  m e c h a n i s m  

i n  t h e  b r a i n  t h a t  f i n d s ,  p r o d u c e s  a n d  

t e s t s  t h e  c o r r e c t  r e l a t i o n s  a m o n g  

i d e a s ,  f a c t s  a n d  s y m b o l s  a s  a c c u r 

a t e l y  a s  a n  a r m a t u r e  r o t a t e d  i n  a  

m a g n e t i c  f i e l d  p r o d u c e s  a n  e l e c t r i c  

c u r r e n t .

O f  c o u r s e  o n e  g r e a t  h a n d i c a p  

a b o u t  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  r e a s o n  i s  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  u s e  i t  a t  t h e  s a m e  

t i m e  t h a t  w e  a r e  b u i l d i n g  i t .  W h a t  

i f  a  l i n e r  h a d  t o  b e  s a i l e d ,  w h i l e  i t s  

b o i l e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  a n d  

i t s  f u n n e l s  i n  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c 

t i o n ,  b y  a  s k i p p e r  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  

b e e n  t o  s e a  a n d '  w h o  h a d  l i t t l e

k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a r i n e  t e c h n o l o g y ?  

H e  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n s u l t  t h o s e  

w h o  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m a d e  t h e  p a s 

s a g e ,  a n d  d e v i s i n g  s o m e  k i n d  o f  

m a k e - s h i f t  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  

c o m p l e t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  c r a f t ,  

m i s t a k e  s u c h  i n g e n u i t y ,  i f  i t  e n a b l e d  

h i m  t o  r e a c h  h i s  p o r t ,  a s  a  p e r f e c t l y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  w a y  t o  s a i l  a  s h i p .

A n d  i f  s o m e  o n e  w h o  u n d e r s t o o d  

t h e  l a w s  o f  n a v a l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  w h o  

e v e n  t h o u g h  f o r c e d  c o n t i n u a l l y  t o  

b e  o n  t h e  h i g h  s e a s  o f  d a i l y  e x p e r 

i e n c e ,  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  f i n a l l y  i n  c o n 

s t r u c t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e q u i p m e n t ,  

t r i e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  

t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  a d d e d  

s a f e t y  o f  s a i l i n g  w i t h  p e r f e c t e d  

m a c h i n e r y ;  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s u b s t i t u t 

i n g  a c c u r a t e  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  i n 

g e n u i t y  ;  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  m a n  

w i t h  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  s h i p  w o u l d  s a y  :  

“ B u t  w h y  p u t  f o r t h  a l l ' t h a t  e f f o r t  

a n d  c o n c e r n ,  w h y  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c o n f u s i o n  a n d  a n x i e t y  o f  t r y i n g  t o  

c o m b i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s a i l i n g ,  

w h e n  I  h a v e  m a d e  p o r t  s c o r e s  o f  

t i m e s  w i t h  m y  s h i p  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  

c o n d i t i o n ? ”

I t  is  e x a c t i n g ,  t e d i o u s ,  a n d  o f t e n 

t i m e s  p a i n f u l  t o  think  o u r  w a y  

t h r o u g h  t o  c o n c l u s i o n s .  T h e  h i g h  

r e w a r d s  i n  h u m a n  s o c i e t y ,  g o — n o t  

t o  t h e  p i o n e e r s  a n d  a d v e n t u r e r s  i n  

t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e — a t  l e a s t  n o t  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

l i f e - t i m e — b u t  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  

t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  t h e  c o n f o r m i n g .
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T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  n e w  

i d e a s  o f  B a h á ’ u ’ l l á h ,  w e  f i n d  o u r 

s e l v e s  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  spinal cord 
thinking;  n o t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r e a s 

o n i n g  t h a t  m u s t  b e  c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  

c o r t e x  o f  t h e  b r a i n  a n d  t h e r e  c a r e 

f u l l y  a n a l y z e d  a n d  t e s t e d .

E v e r e t t  D e a n  M a r t i n *  a d v a n c e s  

t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e o r y  t h a t  “  c r o w d  

t h i n k i n g ”  i s  a  s o r t  o f  s p i n a l  c o r d  

r e f l e x  w h i c h  n e v e r  g e t s  p a s t  t h e  

m i d - b r a i n ,  r  e p  r  e  s  e n t i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  p r i m i t i v e  m a n .

B e c a u s e  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  j u d g e ,  

t h e  p r o f e s s o r ,  t h e  b a n k e r ,  o r  o u r  

f a t h e r s  a n d  m o t h e r s ,  e n t e r t a i n  c e r 

t a i n  a n c i e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e f s  t h a t  

h a v e  b e c o m e  “ c o n d i t i o n e d  r e 

f l e x e s , ”  t h e i r  f i n a l i t y  o r  t h e i r  T r u t h  

i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e 

b y .  T a k i n g  a n y o n e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s  

i s  l i k e  s a i l i n g  a  h a l f - b u i l t  s h i p .

W h e n  a  g e n e r a l  b e l i e f  “ i s  d e f i 

n i t e l y  i m p l a n t e d ,  i t s  p o w e r  i s  f o r  

a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  c o m e  i n v i n c i b l e ,  a n d  

h o w e v e r  f a l s e  i t  b e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  

i t  i m p o s e s  i t s e l f  u p o n  t h e  m o s t  l u m 

i n o u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  H a v e  n o t  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  p e o p l e s  r e g a r d e d  a s  i n 

c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i f 

t e e n  c e n t u r i e s  r e l i g i o u s  l e g e n d s  

w h i c h ,  c l o s e l y  e x a m i n e d ,  a r e  b a r b a r 

o u s  ? T h e  f r i g h t f u l  a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e  

l e g e n d  o f  a  G - o d  w h o  r e v e n g e s  H i m 

s e l f  f o r  t h e  d i s o b e d i e n c e  o f  o n e  o f  

H i s  c r e a t u r e s  b y  i n f l i c t i n g  h o r r i b l e  

t o r t u r e s  o n  H i s  S o n ,  r e m a i n e d  u n 

p e r c e i v e d  d u r i n g  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s . f  

S u c h  p o t e n t  g e n i u s e s  a s  a  G a l i l e o ,  

a  N e w t o n  a n d  a  L e i b n i t z  n e v e r  s u p 

p o s e d  f o r  a n  i n s t a n t  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  

o f  s u c h  d o g m a s  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  i n t o  

q u e s t i o n .  N o t h i n g  c a n  b e  m o r e

*“The Behavior of Crowds,” H arper & 
Brothers.

fCf. ’Abdu’l-Bahá “The Mystery of Sac
rifice,” page 109, Voi. 7, “S tar of the West.”

t y p i c a l  t h a n  t h i s  f a c t  o f  t h e  h y p n o 

t i z i n g  e f f e c t  o f  g e n e r a l  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  n o t h i n g  c a n  m a r k  

m o r e  d e c i s i v e l y  t h e  h u m i l i a t i n g  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e . ” *

I u t e e p b e t in g  t h e  g r e a t  c o m m a n d  

o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  t h a t  s t a n d s  a m o n g  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  “ T h e  I n 

d e p e n d e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  R e a l 

i t y , ”  ’ A b d u ’ I - B a h a  s a y s  t h a t  n o  

m a n  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  b l i n d l y  h i s  a n 

c e s t o r s  a n d  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  b u t  s h o u l d  

s e e  w i t h  h i s  o w n  e y e s ,  h e a r  w i t h  h i s  

o w n  e a r s ,  a n d  investigate  t r u t h  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  find The Truth;  
f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  a n c e s t o r s  i s  

b a s e d  u p o n  b l i n d  i m i t a t i o n ;  t h e r e 

f o r e  m e n  s h o u l d  b r e a k  f r o m  t r a d i 

t i o n  a n d  s e e k  t r u t h  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .

T h e  s t o r y  i s  t o l d  t h a t  D r .  F i t c h  

o f  A n d o v e r  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  B u r m a  

a  w a n d e r i n g  B u d d h i s t  m o n k .  H i s  

f a c e  b r i g h t  w i t h  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  h e  s a i d  

t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  t r a v e l e r ,  “ I  p e r 

c e i v e  t h a t  t h o u  a r t  a  f o l l o w e r  o f  o u r  

L o r d  B u d d h a  b y  t h e  s e r e n i t y  a n d  

j o y  o f  t h i n e  a p p e a r a n c e . ”  D r .  

F i t c h  p r o f e s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  h e  h a d  

n o t  g r e e t e d  t h e  M o n k  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  

h i s  r a d i a n c e  a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t  s h o w 

e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  f o l l o w e r  o f  o u r  

L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

A l l  truly  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e  i n h a b i t  

t h e  s a m e  c o u n t r y  a n d  s p e a k  t h e  

s a m e  l a n g u a g e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d e s i g 

n a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  f o l l o w e r s  o f  

M o s e s ,  Z o r o a s t e r ,  K r i s h n a ,  J e s u s  o r  

M u h a m m a d .

I t  i s  a m o n g  t h o s e  n o t  t r u l y  r e l i 

g i o u s ,  f o l l o w e r s  o f  f o r m ,  d e v o t e e s  

o f  d o g m a ,  s p i n a l  c o r d  t h i n k e r s ,  t h a t  

o n e  e n c o u n t e r s  o p p o s i t i o n ,  r i d i c u l e  

a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  w h a t e v e r  l a n d  o r

* Gusta ve LeBon, “La Psychologie de la 
Foule.” Translation published by T. Unwin 
Fisher, entitled “The Crowd.”
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e r a  w h e n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  g l a d  t i d 

i n g s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d .  A l l  t h e  

s a c r e d  l i t e r a t u r e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n 

v e i g h  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o o l — t h e  m a n  

w h o ,  w i t h  n o  m e n t a l  d e l i n q u e n c y  

a n d  a n  a d e q u a t e  e q u i p m e n t  o f  i n 

t e l l i g e n c e ,  s t i l l  refuses  t o  l e a r n  o r  

t o  c h a n g e .

B e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h e n  t h e  p a i n f u l  

n a t u r e  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  

o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  l o g i c a l  a n d  s e q u e n 

t i a l  t h o u g h t ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h r e e -  

f o u r t h s  o f  o u r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  

t h i n g s  i n  g e n e r a l  a r e  “  c o n d i t i o n e d  

r e f l e x e s ”  i m p o s e d  u p o n  u s  b y  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  t h e  s t a t e ,  p r i v a t e  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  mores,  m e n t a l  l a z i n e s s ,  

g e n e r a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  s o c i a l  p r a c 

t i c e ,  i t  i s  s m a l l  w o n d e r  t h a t  o u r  i n i 

t i a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  a n y  n e w  a n d  u n 

a c c u s t o m e d  s t a t e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  

t h o s e  o f  s u s p i c i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t  a n d  

d e n i a l .

T h e  B a h a ' i  M e s s a g e  per  se  i s  

b a s e d  u p o n  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  t e a c h i n g  

o f  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  c y c l e s :  t h a t  e v e r y  

t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  G o d  

m a n i f e s t s  H i m s e l f  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  

a  M i g h t y  M e s s e n g e r  W h o  t h u s  a p 

p e a r s  f r o m  a g e  t o  a g e  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  

W i l l  o f  G o d  t o  m e n ,  t o  g u i d e  a n d  t o  

e d u c a t e  t h e  s o u l s  o f  m e n ,  t o  e s t a b 

l i s h  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  i d e a l s  a n d  t o  i n 

c u l c a t e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p r o f o u n d l y  

t h e  g r e a t  L a w  o f  L o v e — t h e  e n d  a n d  

a i m  o f  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  c u l t u r e .  A s  e a c h  

s u c c e s s i v e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  a p p e a r s  

H e  a n n o u n c e s  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  a s  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  H i s  M i s s i o n ,  a n d  

r e v e a l s  H i s  s t a t i o n  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

a u t h e n t i c  M o u t h - p i e c e  o f  t h e  A l 

m i g h t y .

T h e n  i n e v i t a b l y  f o l l o w s  H i s  d e 

n i a l ,  r e j e c t i o n  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  n o t  

b y  i r r e l i g i o u s  s c o f f e r s  b u t  b y  t h e

m o s t  z e a l o u s  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  u p 

h o l d e r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  b y  t h o s e  

i n  s h o r t  w h o  a r e  e a g e r l y  a w a i t i n g  

H i s  v e r y  a d v e n t .

W e  h a v e  s e e n ,  i n  a  c u r s o r y  w a y ,  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

b a s i s  f o r  t h i s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  c a u s e  o f  f e a r  

— r e m o v a l  o f  s u p p o r t .  T h e  s u d 

d e n  j e r k i n g  o f  t h e  b l a n k e t  f r o m  b e 

n e a t h  a  n e w - b o r n  i n f a n t  c a u s e s  

e v e r y  e v i d e n c e  o f  f e a r :  h o w  m u c h  

m o r e  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  s h a k e  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  s u p p o r t  w h i c h  w o u l d  

p l u n g e  u s  i n t o  t h e  t e r r o r s  o f  t h e  

u n k n o w n ,  l o o s e  u p o n  u s  a l l  t h e  m o r 

b i d  f e a r s  a n d  g h a s t l y  a p p r e h e n 

s i o n s  o f  a n  i n v i s i b l e  u n i v e r s e  

b e r e f t  o f  l a w  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n .

I t  i s  s m a l l  w o n d e r  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  

a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  r e a r e d  i n  t h e  C h r i s 

t i a n  t r a d i t i o n  i s  a l a r m e d  a n d  r e 

s e n t f u l  w h e n  f i r s t  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  

t h e  B a h a ’ i  c l a i m  t h a t  B a h a ’ u ’ 

l l a h  i s  t h e  g r e a t  M a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

G o d  t o  t h i s  D a y  a n d  t h a t  i n  H i m  

t h e  l o f t i e s t  p r o p h e t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  

h a v e  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d .

“ B u t  i f ,  a s  y o u  s a y ,  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  

t e a c h e s ,  j u s t  a s  J e s u s  d i d ,  t h e  g r e a t  

b e l i e f  i n  o n e  G o d  t h e  l o v i n g  F a t h e r  

o f  a l l  m a n k i n d ,  w h a t  d o  w e  n e e d  

w i t h  B a h a  ’ u  ’ H a h  ? W h y  i s n ’ t  J e s u s  

s u f f i c i e n t ?  D o  y o u  r e a l l y  i n t e n d  t o  

c o n v e y  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  B a h a ’ 

u ’ l l a h  i s  a s  g r e a t  a s  J e s u s — f o r  H e  

i s  t h e  o n l y  b e g o t t e n  S o n  o f  G o d ?  

H e  w a s  t o  c o m e  a g a i n  w i t h  s u c h  

d e f i n i t e  c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  r i d i n g  o n  t h e  

c l o u d s ,  d e s c e n d i n g  o u t  o f  h e a v e n  

a n d  g i v i n g  s u p e r n a t u r a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  

H i s  P r e s e n c e  t o  e v e r y  e y e .  T h i s  i s  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  h e a r d  

o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  s o  h o w  c a n  y o u  s a y  

t h a t  H e  h a s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  p r o p h e 

c i e s  ? ’  ’  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a n 

s w e r e d  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  a r t i c l e .



THE BAHÀ’Î MAGAZINE 3 2 9

HE PROPHETS themselves, the founders, have 
loved, praised and testified of each other, why should 

we disagree and be alienated! God is one. He is the 
Shepherd of all. We are His sheep and therefore should 
live together in love and unity. We should manifest the 
spirit of justness and good-will toward each other. Shall 
we do this or shall we censure and pronounce anathema, 
praising ourselves and condemning all others? What 
possible good can come from such attitude and action? On 
the contrary, nothing but enmity and hatred, injustice and 
inhumanity, can possibly result. Has not this been, the 
greatest cause of bloodshed, woe and tribulation in the past?

| I  ask you, is not fellowship and brotherhood preferable
I to enmity and hatred in society and community? Thei
Î answer is self-evident. Love and fellowship are absolutely
1 needful to win the good pleasure of God, which is the goal
| of all human attainment. We must be united. We must •
| love each other. We must even praise each other. We
! must bestow commendation upon all people, thus removing
f the discord and hatred which have caused alienation •
| amongst men. Otherwise, the conditions of the past will
! continue, praising ourselves and condemning others ; •
r religious wars will have no end and religious prejudice,
I the prime cause of this havoc and tribulation, will increase.
I This must be abandoned, and the way to do it is to inves-•
? tigate the reality which underlies all the religions. This
| underlying reality is the love of humanity. For God is
| one and humanity is one, and the only creed of the prophets 
? is love and unity.”

’A b d u ’l-B aha

i
!i

»••»y*
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A  V I S I T  T O  Q U E E N  M A R I E  O F  R U M A N I A

M artha  L. B oot

EB  great and beloved Majesty 
Queen Marie of Bumania, the 

first Queen in this new universal 
cycle of civilization to arise promot
ing the Principles of B aha’u ’llah 
for better world understanding, in
vited the writer for the fourth time 
into her presence to meet her and 
her youngest daughter, her charm
ing Boyal Highness Princess Ileana. 
The other audiences had been in 
Controceni Palace in Bucharest, in 
Pelisor Palace in Sinaia and in the 
Boyal Palace in Belgrade when 
Her majesty was visiting there.

But this fourth visit was the most 
lovely, unique and happiest of 
them all. I t was an invitation to 
her summer palace “ Tenha-Yuva” 
at Balcic, on the Black Sea.

0  reader, take the mental auto
mobile and accompany me, and you 
will journey into a new landscape; 
see an extraordinary palace, m ar
velous architecturally and absolute
ly beyond compare in color harmon
ies. I t  was designed by the Queen 
herself and it expresses her ideal 
of a little home to dwell in where 
every member of the housesold can 
live in perfect poise and joy and 
can be alone when he or she wishes 
to be. The palace is built on sheer, 
sternly rising white cliffs overlook
ing the Black Sea, a sea so melo
dious in its surging, so malachite 
green at the foot of the cliffs, so 
black in the distance far out where 
it m irrors the low-hanging deep 
blue clouds.

No one except Her Majesty Queen

Marie of Bumania would have 
dared attempt to build a palace on 
that glorious but almost impossible 
site. I  am sure no once except Her 
Majesty Queen Marie could have 
persuaded her husband and the 
Bumanian Ministers to let her try  
to do such a th ing! But they must 
have been exceedingly proud of this 
splendid triumph; and proud of 
their Queen who had the brains, the 
courage, the architectural genius, 
the color fineness to create this most 
original and fair “ pearl” of a 
palace, “ set” in the platinum gray 
of perpendicular rocks, and nearly 
circled by the sea. I t  is the most 
unusual setting and the most unus
ual palace in Europe.

The writer was so longing to see 
Her Majesty Queen Marie of Bu
mania that she could hardly notice 
the exterior life of Balcic, wonder
ful as it all was. Only subconsc
iously she noted and was pleased 
that this tiny little village of Balcic 
stretching around the rocks like a 
prelude to the palace setting, had 
flags flying at every door in honor 
of their precious Queen.

She sat alone in the motor car 
halted at the royal entrance gate 
while her card was being sent on to 
the palace in the distance.

Suddenly a bugler comes out on 
the cliffs far above and to the right 
and began to play a welcome. 
Yodlers on still higher rocks echoed 
the sweet sounds. W hat a hospit
able welcome from a Baha’i Queen 
to the messenger who is bringing
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the greetings from the Guardian of 
the Cause Shoghi Effendi and the 
devoted good wishes of B aha’is 
from every land !

The Commisar of the palace met 
the guest and showed her to a 
charming little palace which she 
thought was the Queen’s home, but 
no, it was the guest palace! There 
are several little palaces so each 
one can have his own quarters here 
at “ Tenha-Yuva.” There in the 
guest palace the writer was shown 
into a room full of autumn colors so 
warm, so vivid, so fresh and vib
rant with beauty! Surely the 
Queen must have arranged these 
flowers, they were so exquisite. I  
felt she had been there and placed 
them herself and her presence had 
blessed the apartment.

The other guests came from 
their rooms and we went down 
the stone steps, admiring each 
terrace gay with perfect flowers, 
not too many but growing just in 
the right places. A pumpkin vine 
with its flat, round, yellow fru it 
rested over the roof of a little rest 
house. Blue larkspurs were charm
ing along a yellow-grey wall and 
thousands of burnt-orange zinneas 
massed the lower terraces. Pass
ing a great oak tree bending far 
out over the sea and just back of 
it a stream of sweet water, we 
came to the palace which is just at 
the edge of the sea.

I t is wondrously beautiful.
In the long wide entrance hall 

with its white side walls adorned 
with tile mosaics in rare blue, the 
great dark oak table has a collec
tion of very historic old pewter 
vases, pitchers, and bowls from 
Turkey. Brilliant red zinneas 
mixed with gold were the flowers

“Tenha-Yuva,” the summer white 
house of peace of Her Majesty Queen 
Marie of Rumania, at Balcic, on the 
Black Sea.

in bowls here, giving just the rich 
touch of color that brought out the 
beauty of the art treasures and 
furnishings.

Then we go into the diningroom 
where the great windows overlook 
the sea. Such a diningroom! 
There color and grace and har
mony play together and please 
every eye. The long dark oak 
carved table is set with a Chinese 
blue silk cloth embroidered with 
silver eagles, and arranged on this 
are low bowls of glowing gold and 
orange-bronze flowers, rare silver 
pieces and crystal. The open fire
place has a cheerful warmth to 
offer and the whole room breathes
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welcome and great comfort with 
beauty unsurpassed. The walls 
are white and the furniture black 
walnut richly carved. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ileana was here 
with some other friends who have 
come in just ahead of us. She was 
so friendly, so radiantly well, so 
beautiful and happy. She was 
dressed in her naval costume for 
she had just come in from the sea. 
She had on a white silk tailored 
shirt with collar and tie, a blue 
military coat trimmed with gold 
braid, a short cloth skirt and grey 
hose. The sister of Her Majesty, 
Princess Hohenlohe, who came 
from her feudal castle, Langen- 
burg, in Wurtemberg, G-ermany, 
was a guest that day.

As all were conversing, I  saw a 
moving sunshine-yellow silk cur
tain which was hung at the window 
back of the circular arch and in 
that moment down the circular 
open stairway, pausing in the white 
arch, came her dear Majesty Queen 
Marie of Rumania. She was beau
tiful, a little pale, and very slender. 
She Avas dressed in black with 
touches of white at the throat, and 
cuffs of white peeped through the 
Avider openings of her graceful 
black cloak or aba. She wore the 
wonderful ropes of pearls and each 
ear Avas adorned Avith one large 
round pearl. Her “ Ju lie t”  or 
rather “ M arie” headdress Avas of 
Avhite silk. One does not think of 
naming this Queen’s attire as 
“ clothes.” They are not something 
that she just “ puts on.” They are 
a tout ensemble creation chosen by 
a consummate artist to express her 
moods, her spirit.

People may say she loves clothes, 
but perhaps she is not dressing

just for herself, but for eyes to see 
perfect a rt and perfect beauty. 
She is born a great artist and to 
her it would be a crime not to ex
press beauty in everything she 
wears and in everything she a r
ranges in her home. Certainly her 
gowns and her furnishings—some 
of which are very expensive and 
some inexpensive—delight and up
lift every passing eye.

But it is the lofty great spirit 
looking out through the windows 
of her beautiful eyes that one sees 
first, and last, and remembers long
est. She greeted the Baha’i visitor 
graciously and invited her to sit 
beside her at her left, at table. Her 
M ajesty’s sister sat at the right. 
The conversation, which was gen
eral, Avas in English, French and 
German. Her Majesty sat at one 
end of the great table and Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ileana at 
the other.

Her Majesty in a little interlude 
explained to me that “ Tenha- 
Yuva” is a Turkish word and 
means “ a solitary nest.”

“ I  s a w  th e  b e a u t i f u l  t r e e  le a n in g  
o v e r  th e  s e a , ”  s h e  s a id ,  “ a n d  th e  
sAveet w a t e r  s t r e a m  f lo w in g  b a c k  o f  
i t .  T h e  t r e e  a n d  t h e  s t r e a m  d e 
c id e d  m e  to  b u i ld  h e r e .  ’ ’

In the distance we saw the little 
yacht of Her Royal Highness P rin 
cess Ileana close to the Avarship 
and Her Majesty said: “ I t  is not 
really a yacht; it is a yawl and it 
is called I s p r a v a ,  that means a  
h a p p y  a d v e n t u r e . ”

Then the conversation flowed 
back to other topics. Several kings 
and presidents Avere spoken of and 
each time Her Majesty praised 
their Avork for this generation. 
When the Avriter spoke of President
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Her Royal Highness Princess Ileana 
of Rumania

Thomas G. Masaryk of Czecho
slovakia, what a savant he is, and 
how much he is admired and loved 
in university circles of Europe, 
Her Majesty responded: ‘‘Yes, he 
is loved everywhere. He is one of 
the great humanitarians of this 
century. ’ ’

Later in the luncheon conversa
tion one of the men present said 
jokingly: “ Well, Ileana, what
Prince have the newspapers en
gaged you to today ? ” “ Every day 
my poor Ileana is supposed to 
m arry some one else!” said the 
Queen. “ I  shall not let her go 
away in a hurry, if I  can help i t .”

The writer told them of a coun
try  where the young men said: “ If 
you do meet Her Royal Highness 
Princess Ileana, tell her we all wish 
her to m arry our K ing!”

Anyway, whoever wins this sweet 
and serious girl will find that un
derneath the fun and gayety is a 
young woman who is trying her 
very best to help humanity. She is 
spiritual and her whole life is based 
upon religion. That is what im
pressed me most. She is genuine, 
very lovable, and she is full of 
enthusiasm.

A fter  t h e  luncheon was over, 
Her Majesty Queen Marie of 
Rumania and Her Royal High
ness Princess Ileana invited 
the writer upstairs to their 
drawingroom for a little talk 
alone, the others going over to 
the guest palace. Sitting in this 
glorious apartment overlooking the 
singing sea, the real meeting with 
Pier Majesty and Her Royal High
ness took place. The Queen asked 
about Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of 
the Baha’i Cause, and about the 
sister of ’Abdu ’1-Baha, whose name 
is Bahiyyih, but who is known 
among the friends as the Greatest 
Holy Leaf. The Queen said she 
would like so much to meet them; 
she would like to go to Haifa and 
’Akka and pray at the holy tombs 
of Baha’u ’llah and ‘Abdu’1-Baha, 
and visit the great prison where 
Baha’u ’llah and His family and 
followers were imprisoned. Her 
loved Majesty said: “ Ileana and I  
will go to Egypt and Palestine this 
winter after the New Year and we 
shall surely go to H aifa.” Her 
Royal Highness Princess Heana 
told m e: “ I  am always looking for
ward to going to H a ifa ; I  shall go 
when I  can.”

They asked about the long trip 
the writer is going to make to the 
P ar East. Knowing that I  came
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from Constantinople to bring the 
greetings of the Guardian and the 
friends throughout the world and 
to see her and say goodbye before 
I  leave Europe and that I  am re
turning at once to Constantinople, 
Her Majesty said: “ I  hope as soon 
as you return you will be able to 
see the Ghazi Kemal Pasha. I  
know he has done such tremendous 
work for the development of his 
country, and he is so liberal in his 
thinking that the Baha’i Principles 
would lead him to that part he is 
still looking for—religion that is 
not fanaticism. The Baha’i Cause 
gives everything, without putting 
those barriers from which free 
thinkers with such difficulty have 
freed themselves. One is not 
chained by the Baha’i Teachings. 
There is a straight road to walk on 
in admitting all the great Prophets 
who have gone before.”

Then we spoke of her lovely home 
in Balcic which she has created. 
Ho flowers in Constantinople or in 
Constanza were so fine as those 
grown in her cliff gardens (where 
it is difficult to grow anything). 
Her home designed by herself 
might almost be a holy house, for 
the tower rises up a little like those 
in the Rumanian churches. “ I  love 
this home in Balcic so much,”  she 
said, “ for in this region there are 
so many different nationalities 
united. We can smile on all equally 
and spread good understanding. 
Here in Balcic and round about no 
one has closed doors or windows to 
the country houses.”

Mention was made of the Turks 
for there are some in that p a rt of 
Rumania, and Her Majesty added: 
“ I  am very fond of the simple

Turk. He is hard-working, frugal, 
honest and devoted.”  Certainly 
the nationalities get along happily 
here.

H e r  Royal Highness Princess 
Ileana has an atelier here in Balcic 
and she is modeling a Bulgarian, a 
Turk, a Rumanian and a Russian. 
I  was interested in this earnest and 
beautiful Princess who sat on the 
divan close to her mother.

“ Whenever I  have a difficult 
mission which requires amiability 
and diplomacy,”  said the Queen, 
“ I  send Ileana. I  can always 
count upon her to do it as I  would 
do it myself, and she has youth and 
strength, which are added assets. 
My daughter has a brave spirit to 
do. I  can use for her the words in 
the Bible which I  always use for 
myself: ‘ Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy 
might.’ ”

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Ileana had to leave early. She was 
going out on the gunboat to do 
some maneuvering, as she is just 
learning how to bring a ship to 
pier. “ The naval work is my pas
time,” she said before she departed, 
“ but my real work is the Young 
Women’s Christian Association 
and Girl Guides and I  am very in
terested in all progressive social 
work, and all that will help for the 
future. I  throw my whole soul 
into anything that will be helpful 
for the country.”

They were so kind to give the 
photographs, autographed, which 
form the illustrations of this nar
rative. An Indian one (which may 
be published at another time) was 
taken in the Hnited States, where 
the Indians called the Queen
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‘ ‘ M o r n in g  S t a r ,  t h e  w o m a n  w e  
h a v e  a lw a y s  w a i t e d  f o r ! ”

Her beloved Majesty gave a 
beautiful picture to be sent to 
Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the 
Baha’i Cause, and with it she sent 
a message of love and faith.

And now, like the ceasing of 
music, the visit in its outer form 
comes to an end, but the Queen and 
the Princess, for whom Baha’u ’-

llah and the Hosts of the Supreme 
Concourse have waited, have arisen 
to promote these Teachings for the 
Hew Day of God. One saw them 
doing it, right there in the little 
group of “ the solitary nest” and 
from those white cliffs that day 
went a message that may rever- 
brate around the world and be ac
claimed by the Angels of the Abha 
Kingdom!

E v e r y  age req u ire s  a cen tra l im p e tu s  or m o v em e n t. I n  th is  age  
th e  boun d a ries  o f  te r r e s tr ia l  th in g s  have  e x te n d e d ; m in d s  h ave  ta ken  
on a b ro a d er  ran g e  o f  v is io n ;  rea litie s  have  been  u n fo ld e d  a nd  the  
sec re ts  o f  be ing  have  been  b ro u g h t in to  the  rea lm  o f v is ib ili ty .

A s  th is  is  th e  cycle  o f  sc iences, th e re  m u s t n eed s  be n ew  tea ch in g s, 
a new  reve la tio n  is  req u ire d  an d  a neio life  'w anted. T h e  m in d s  and  
h e a r ts  r e fu te  the  v e r a c ity  o f a n c ien t op in ions. N eio  id ea s  are called  
f o r  an d  new  p r in c ip le s  are  u r g e n tly  d em a n d ed  w h ich  m a y  fill the  
re q u ire m en ts  o f  th is  age , be as the  s p ir i t  o f  th is  c e n tu ry  a nd  as the  
l i fe  o f  th is  p erio d .

I t  is  im p o ssib le  to  rea lise  th e  g ra n d e u r  an d  sp ir itu a l s ign ificance  
o f th ese  p eer le ss  d a y s !  G od is  e s ta b lish in g  in  th e  h e a r ts  o f  m e n  H is  
K in g d o m  o f  peace and  good-w ill. B le sse d  are th o se  w ho h a ve  ta k en  
p a r t  in  th is  g lo r io u s  w o rk .

’A b d u ’l-B a h a
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D O E S  Y O U T H  B E L I E V E ?

E m e e i c  S a l  a

The author is a member of the Baha’i Youth Group of Montreal which is ex
tremely active in spreading the principles of the Baha’i Movement. He was born in 
Hungary and has been in America only a few years.

l l lp O E S  Youth Believe? No, they 
lal j j  do not, is the answer of 
the sophisticated youth of today 
who no longer believe what they 
have been taught, namely, to be
lieve in a God whose existence no
body could prove; to believe in the 
creation story, which is contrary to 
scientific thinking; and to accept 
principles of ethics which nobody 
practiced.

They listened in their childhood 
with reverence to their religious 
teachers and watched with respect 
the allegiance of their parents to 
their spiritual teachings, but today 
the youths are looking at the cher
ished ideals of their fathers as un
realizable aspirations and rather 
impracticable. Some of the youths 
of today are turning away from all 
religious organizations because 
these institutions do not practice 
what they preach, nor do they al
ways believe in what they teach. 
They also have to give up hope 
for support from many of the new 
generation because they are incap
able of offering any practical as
sistance to the solution of the social 
problem, while the realization of 
its devastating influence is deeply 
penetrating into the awakening 
conscience of the New Youth.

In  everyday life we distinguish a 
Jew  from a Christian, a Muham
madan from a Zoroastrian, by their 
beliefs in their respective Manifes

tations. An average observer, con
sequently, would identify a Baha’i 
with one who believes in Baha’u ’- 
llah, the Manifestation of this Age.

A closer investigation, however, 
will reveal that there is a marked 
difference between the man-on-the- 
street, who believes in Christ, and 
a Baha’i, who has faith in Baha’- 
u ’llah. I t is the difference of faith 
and belief.

I t  is of no little import to dis
tinguish these two terms, especially 
if we are approaching the youth of 
this age who are revolting against 
any kind of religious belief or man- 
imagined creed, while the Baha’i 
Faith  can appeal to the most scien
tific minds, and logical thinkers, if 
it is presented in its purity as ex
emplified by its Founders.

Belief belongs to the material 
plane; faith to the spiritual. Be
lief is a limited, mental conception 
of a man-imagined truth, which we 
do not necessarily practice; while 
faith is the conscious knowledge of 
a reality, which is permanent, un
changeable, touching the infinite, 
transforming our lives and thoughts 
as exercised in our everyday deeds 
and actions.

Belief is the credulity of a child 
in beautiful fairy stories, in the 
existence of dragons, huge giants 
and other supernatural creatures. 
I t  is also the sincere belief of mul
titudes of people in the mentally
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conceived interpretation of the 
Bible, that, for instance, our par
ticular denominational congrega
tion offers the only possible salva
tion of our souls; that our Bible is 
the best Bible of the world; that 
our teachings are the only teach
ings given by God; that the world 
has been created in seven days; 
that the Bed Sea separated when 
the Hebrews escaped from Egypt; 
and that all those who do not believe 
as we do are deprived of spiritual 
growth.

People believe in these stories 
just as sincerely and loyally as 
little children believe in fairy 
stories, because they do not ques
tion nor dare nor try  to verify 
whether these mental conceptions 
have any real foundation or not. 
Such is belief; but faith in Christ 
and the Holy Spirit is quite dif
ferent.

The youth of today cannot and 
do not accept such creeds based on 
ignorance as faith—as the prim ary 
requirement for a religious life— 
a religious life which is intended to 
be the backbone of our character, 
the foundation of our moral life and 
future career. They would rather 
renounce their belief in Cod, their 
religion or faith; and they would 
rather sacrifice all the sacred 
things inherited from the past than
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accept a belief which cannot with
stand scientific verification.

’Abdu’l-Baha said: “ B y  fa i th  is  
m e a n t fir s t , conscious kn o w led g e;  
second , th e  p ra c tice  o f  good  d e ed s .”

“ M a n  m u s t p ro v e  w h a tso e v e r  he 
sp e a k e th  by  deeds an d  actions. I f  
he cla im s fa i th  he m u s t  live  and do 
accord ing  to the  tea ch in g s  o f the  
K in g d o m  o f A b h d .”

“ F a ith  is  n o t so m u ch  w h a t w e  
believe  as w h a t w e c a rry  o u t.”

“ F a ith  em bod ies th ree  deg rees:  
T o  co n fess  w ith  th e  to n g u e ; to  
believe  in  the  h e a r t;  to  shoiu fo r th  
in  our a c tio n s .”

This is faith in the truest sense of 
the word in contradistinction to be
lief. Against such a faith  the youth 
will never revolt; no mind, however 
brilliant, will ever resist or attack 
it. The knowledge of such a faith 
satisfies our highest aspirations 
and deepest spiritual yearnings. 
I t  leads us towards a nobler fulfill
ment of our life. I t  gives us peace 
and contentment. I t inspires us to 
develop to the fullest extent our 
latent capacities. And it helps us 
to realize the significance of the 
words of Baha’u ’llah, that “ the  
essence o f fa i th  is  fe w n e s s  o f  w o rd s  
an d  abundance o f d eed s; he w hose  
w o rd s  exceed  h is  deeds, know  
v e r ily  h is  d ea th  is  b e tte r  th a n  h is  
l i fe .”

“ T h e  P r o p h e ts  o f  G od vo iced  th e  s p ir i t  o f  u n i ty  an d  a g reem en t. 
T h e y  have  been  th e  F o u n d e r s  o f  d iv in e  re a lity . T h e r e fo r e  i f  the  
n a tio n s  o f  th e  w o rld  fo r sa k e  im ita tio n s  and  in v e s tig a te  th e  re a lity  
u n d e r ly in g  the  revea led  W o r d  o f  G od th e y  w ill agree  a n d  becom e  
reconciled . F o r  r e a li ty  is  one and n o t m u lt ip le .”

’A b d u ’l-B aha
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A  B A H A ’I  T R A V E L E R  I N  P A L E S T I N E

N A Z A R E T H  
W a lter  B. G u t , M. I).

The author, well known to the readers of The Baha’i Magazine through his 
previous contributions, gives us a delightful group of spiritual etchings of scenes in 
Palestine, from which place he has fu st returned. The series will continue for several 
months.

||P |j  VILLAGE of walled streets, 
fiBalj of white flat-topped houses, 
with stone walls and roofs, a con
vent and several churches and reli
gions institutions grouped together 
on a steep hillside. The winding 
streets centre on the road that leads 
to Tiberias, Jerusalem or Haifa.

I t  seems hard to visualize that 
this little, unimportant spot has an 
eternal place in the history of man
kind.

We see the village well—now a 
place where water is supplied by 
turning on a tap as needed—fed 
from a spring in the hill above. I t  
is called M ary’s Well. We may not 
know where the carpenter-shop of 
Joseph was situated, probably in an 
old bazaar long since vanished from 
human ken; but we can, however, 
dimly realize that here, nineteen 
hundred years ago, lived a little 
Hebrew boy, destined to become a 
Divine Teacher and a Savior of 
mankind.

The village had no reason for 
such a career. I t  was, and still is, 
impotent in the affairs of the world. 
I t  is but an incident on the high 
road leading from Jerusalem to the 
Lake of Galilee. W hat made it pos
sible that one of its natives arose to 
such preeminence, that He pro
foundly affected nations, govern
ments and religions; and although 
put to death as a man unfit for hu
man society, yet kings and pre

lates, even to-day, bow and do 
homage to His name?

Is there no lesson for us to today, 
no thought that may shed light on 
the mystery of our own life? This 
land today is the seat of intense re
ligious hate, commercial warfare, 
and national predjudice. But it is 
not over the teachings of this lowly 
Nazarene; yet the message of hu
man and divine love which He and 
all other Manifestations of God 
taught is still the sole solution of 
its problem.

W hat made Jesus great, victor
ious in utter defeat? How did He 
conquer, and why are His words 
still extant and full of dynamic life 
and possibilities for individuals and 
nations? I t  could not have been be
cause He was a Jew, nor because of 
education or social standing. Nay, 
these were all absent! He was not 
considered an Adonis nor a Samson 
of mighty strength, nor a David 
with martial power. No, not any 
of these.

I t was rather a spiritual power 
that resided in Him. From Him 
flowed a mysterious influence that 
captivated or repelled all who 
sought His presence. To people with 
loving hearts He became the healer, 
the teacher, the comforter. From 
those with selfish ambitions and 
theocratic powers, He received only 
hatred, opposition and death.

I t  is so, even today. The Spirit 
of Jesus, the Universal Christ, that
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spoke and healed nineteen hundred 
years ago is still with ns. I t  still 
calls in soft and yet insistent tones. 
The light shines through many 
teachers, its love has burned in 
many hearts, for God has spoken 
through His Holy Prophets ever 
since the world began: ‘ ‘ Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I  will give you rest. ’ ’ As 
we go from place to place in the 
Holy Land, we still see men and 
women heavy ladened ■— human 
beasts of burden seeking rest—still

c a r r y i n g  l o a d s  o f  i g n o r a n c e ,  p r e 
j u d i c e  a n d  h a t e .

I n  t h i s  a n c i e n t  l a n d  h a s  b e e n  
g i v e n ,  a g e  a f t e r  a g e ,  t h e  s u b l i m e  
m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s  f r o m  A b r a 
h a m  t o  B a h a ’u ’l l a h .  S t i l l  t h e  l a n d  
m o u r n s  a n d  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  a n d  o b e y .  
T h e  w h i t e  w a l l s  o f  N a z a r e t h  s t i l l  
s h i n e  o n  t h e  b a r r e n  h i l l s i d e ,  m u t e  
w i t n e s s  o f  O n e  w h o  f o u n d  a n d  m a d e  
m a n i f e s t  t h e  L i g h t ,  L o v e  a n d  
P o w e r  t h a t  a l o n e  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  
t h i s  w o r l d  i n t o  a  h e a v e n l y  g a r d e n  o f  
l o v e  a n d  b e a u t y .

B A H A ' I  T E A C H I N G S  I N  T H E  J A P A N E S E  P R E S S

The following article was published in The Japan Times and Mail, Tokyo, when 
His Imperial Majesty the Emperor graciously accepted the g ift of seven volumes on 
the Baha’i Teachings which were presented at the time of his coronation. The editor 
of this Japanese newspaper has harmoniously set forth the fundamental teachings of 
the Baha’i Movement.

r i^ A H A ’U ’LLAH and his teach- 
fJIOI ings which originated in Per
sia over a century ago, are now fast 
gaining an universal recognition all 
over the world. His Imperial Ma
jesty the Emperor graciously ac
cepted a gift of 7 volumes on the 
new religion presented by the 
B aha’i Society, founded for the 
purpose of promoting the religion, 
through Dr. Rokuichiro Masujima, 
eminent lawyer and member of the 
Middle Temple London. I t  may 
not be inappropriate to refer to the 
new religion in some details on this 
honoured occasion.

The leading factor in human pro
gress in the history of “ ascent of 
m an” is the advent, from time to 
time, of men who pass beyond the 
accepted ideas of their day and be

come discoverers and revealers of 
truths hitherto unknown among 
mankind. The inventor, the pion
eer, the prophet—whoever the case 
may be—these are the men on 
whom the transformation of the 
world primarily depends.

This unshakable truth is clearly 
demonstrated in every walk of life 
but none so clearly as in religion. 
Alone against the world, without a 
single human being capable of un
derstanding him or of sharing his 
great responsibility which he alone 
realizes, he arises, like a torch in 
darkness, to proclaim his gospel of 
righteousness and truth.

H istory o r  F o u n d e r : There was 
born in Persia between dawn and 
sunrise on 12th of November, 1817
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a son of M irza’Abbas of Nur, a 
Minister of State. He was named 
Mirza Husayn’Ali who afterwards 
assumed the title of Baha’u ’llah 
having realized his mission in life 
Baha’u ’llah declared that he was 
rhe long-expected educator and 
teacher of all peoples, the channel 
of a wondrous Grace that would 
transcend all previous outpourings, 
in which all previous forms of reli 
gion would become merged. He 
laid a foundation which affords a 
firm basis for Unity throughout 
the world and the inauguration of 
that glorious age of peace on earth, 
goodwill among men. Search after 
truth, the oneness of mankind, unity 
of religions, of races, of nations, of 
W est and East, the reconciliation of 
religion and science, the eradication 
of prejudices and superstitions, the 
equality of men and women, the 
establishment of justice and right
eousness, the setting up of a su
preme international tribunal, the 
unification of languages, the com
pulsory diffusion of knowledge and 
many other teachings were revealed 
by the pen of Baha’u ’llah, the 
prophet. Much of his teachings 
were specially addressed to the 
Eulers and Kings of the world.

I t is evident to all with enlighten
ed minds that a new era is about to 
begin. The old principles of ma
terialism and egoism, the old sec
tarian and patriotic prejudices and 
animosities are perishing amidst 
the ruins they have wrought. Signs 
of a new spirit of faith, of brother
hood, of internationalism are evi
dent everywhere. Revolutionary 
changes of unprecedented magni
tude have been occuring in every 
department of human life. The old 
era is not quite dead yet. Evils

there are in plenty but they are 
being fought with a spirit of love of 
righteousness. Clouds there are in 
plenty but the light is breaking 
through and is beginning to illumin
ate the path of progress and to re
veal the pitfalls of the onward way. 
The onward way! Baha’u ’llah be
lieved himself the champion of the 
progress and “ one shepherd for 
one fold.”

T h e  w ritings of Baha’u ’llah are 
most comprehensive in their range 
dealing with every phase of human 
life, individual or social, material or 
spiritual. Baha’u ’llah insists that 
his followers must be distinguished 
by brotherly love and courtesy.

Above all he insists that element
ary education should be general. 
The fundamental importance and 
limitless possibilities of education 
are proclaimed in the clearest terms 
by the prophet. The teacher is the 
most potent factor in civilization 
and his work is the highest to which 
men can aspire. Education begins 
in the mother’s womb and is as un
ending as the life of the individual. 
I t is a perennial necessity of right 
living and the foundation of both 
individual and social welfare. When 
education in the right sense of the 
word becomes general, humanity 
will be transformed and the world 
will become a paradise.

The thing of paramount import
ance in education is character tra in 
ing and Baha’u ’llah teaches the u t
most importance of lives and char
acters of the child’s parents, teach
ers and habitual associates. 
“ Knowledge is like unto wings for 
the being and is like a ladder for 
ascending. To acquire knowledge 
is incumbent upon all, but of those
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sciences which may profit the peo
ple of the earth, and not those 
sciences which begin and end in 
mere words. The real treasury of 
man is his knowledge which is the 
means of honour, prosperity, joy 
and exaltation. ’ ’

In all ages the prophets of God 
have foretold the coming of an era 
of “ peace on earth, goodwill among 
men” and the followers of Baha- 
’u ’llah believe their M aster’s teach
ings confirm the prophecies and de
clare that their fulfilment is at end.

“ You are all fruits of one tree, 
the leaves of one branch, the flowers 
of one garden,” “ Glory is not his 
who loves his own country, but 
glory is his who loves his kind.” 
They are two of the most character
istic sayings of Baha’u ’llah. Unity 
—unity of mankind and of all creat
ed beings in God—is the main theme 
of his teaching. We must exercise 
the utmost love toward one another.

‘1 Everything must be done in order 
that all humanity may live under 
the shadow of God in the utmost

security, in happiness of the highest 
type.”

A l l  t h e  sighs of the times indi
cate that we are at the dawn of a 
new era in the history of mankind. 
Hitherto the young eagle of human
ity has clung to the eyrie in the 
solid rock of selfishness and ma
terialism. Now the era of confine
ment is at an end and it can launch 
on the wings of faith and reason 
into the higher realms of spiritual 
love and truth. I t will no longer 
be earth-bound as it was before its 
wings had grown, but will soar at 
will to the regions of wide outlook 
and glorious freedom. One thing 
is necessary. Its flight must be sure 
and steady. Its wings must not 
only be strong but they must act in 
perfect harmony and coordination. 
Who knows Baha’u ’llah’s prophec
ies and ideals may not come true 
with the help of his outspoken teach
ing! Who could deny a paradise on 
earth of Baha’u ’llah’s inspiration 
is impossible under his glorious 
banner of love of Unity!

“ B a h â ’u ’llâh  d ecla red  th e  ‘M o st G rea t P e a c e ’ a nd  in te rn a tio n a l  
a rb itra tio n . H e  vo iced  th ese  p r in c ip le s  in  n u m e ro u s  ep is tle s  lohich  
w ere  c ircu la ted  b ro a d ca st th ro u g h o u t th e  east. H e  w ro te  to  all the  
k in g s  an d  ru le r s  en co u ra g in g , a d v is in g  and  a d m o n ish in g  th e m  in  re 
g a rd  to th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  peace, m a k in g  i t  e v id e n t b y  conclusive  
p r o o fs  th a t  th e  h a p p in e ss  and  g lo ry  o f  h u m a n ity  can o n ly  be a ssu red  
th ro u g h  d isa rm a m e n t a n d  a rb itra t io n .”

’A b d u ’l-B ahâ
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A T T I T U D E S

M arzieh  K . N abil

S 1 0 S T  m o d e r n s  h a v e  d e c i d e d  
J  t h a t  b y  c o n s t a n t  a f f i r m a t i o n  

o f  p e r s o n a l  e x c e l l e n c e  t h e y  ’w i l l  s u c 
c e s s f u l l y  c o n q u e r  e x i s t e n c e .  B y  r e 
i t e r a t i n g  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f r e q u e n c y  
t h e  p h r a s e ,  “ I  a m  b r a v e , ”  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  e n a b l e d  t o  c o p e  v i c t o r i o u s l y  w i t h  
t h e  p o w e r s  o f  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  w o r d s  
“ I  a m  p r o s p e r o u s ”  a r e  c o n d u c i v e  
t o  w e a l t h .  “ I  a m  c a p a b l e , ”  m u s t  
i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t  i n  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  
s o  o n .  T h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
t r u t h f u l  t o  s e e m  e n t i r e l y  s o .  I t  h a s  
a n  a p p e a l  w h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a n a l y 
s i s .

T h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  i s  u n 
d o u b t e d l y  a  v i t a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  
w e l l - l i v e d  l i f e .  T h e  w o r d s  o f  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  w e r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  a f 
f i r m a t i v e , -  i n  p r e f a c i n g  a n  a d d r e s s ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  f i n d  a g a i n  a n d  
a g a i n  s u c h  t h o u g h t s  a s  t h e  f o l l o w 
i n g :  “ H o w  j o y f u l  i t  i s  t o  s e e  s u c h  
a  m e e t i n g  a s  t h i s ,  f o r  i t  i s  i n  t r u t h  
a  g a t h e r i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  ‘h e a v e n l y  
m e n . ’ W e  a r e  a l l  u n i t e d  i n  o n e  D i 
v i n e  P u r p o s e ,  n o  m a t e r i a l  m o t i v e  i s  
o u r s ,  a n d  o u r  d e a r e s t  w i s h  i s  t o  
s p r e a d  t h e  L o v e  o f  Q -od  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d ! ”  O f t e n  p e o p l e  w h o  
k n e w  t h a t  t h e y  p o s s e s s e d  s o m e  p a r 
t i c u l a r  f a u l t  w o u l d  b e  p r a i s e d  b y  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  a s  m a n i f e s t i n g  i t s  o p 
p o s i t e  v i r t u e ,  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  w o u l d  
b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  a c h i e v e  i t .  O b 
v i o u s l y  n o  c r e a t i v e  t h o u g h t  i s  n e g a 
t i v e .  A f f i r m a t i o n ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o n  
e x c e l l e n c e ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

B u t  i s  i t  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  
o n  o n e ’s  o w n  e x c e l l e n c e ,  w h i c h ,  h o w 
e v e r  g r e a t ,  m u s t  b e  l a r g e l y  a s 

s u m e d !  W e  s e e  a t  a  g l a n c e  t h a t  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  i s  u n w h o l e s o m e .  C a r 
l y l e  w i l l  t e l l  u s  t h a t ,  “ T h e  h e a l t h y  
k n o w  n o t  o f  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  b u t  o n l y  
t h e  s i c k : ”  h e  s a y s  t h a t  e x c e l l e n c e  i s  
u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  i t s e l f .  A n d  b e  t h i s  
a s  i t  m a y ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t i r i n g  t o  
t h i n k  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s  g o i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  o n e  u n c e a s i n g ,  
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  a f f i r m i n g  
t h e i r  o w n  e x c e l l e n c e .  “ I  a m  b e a u t i 
f u l  ; I  a m  b r a v e ; I  c a n  m a k e  a l l  t h e  
m o n e y  I  w a n t .  ’ ’ S u r e l y  n o  o n e  w i t h  
t h e  r e m o t e s t  s e n s e  o f  h u m o u r  s h o u l d  
b e  a b l e  t o  s u b j e c t  h i m s e l f  t o  s u c h  
k n o w i n g l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  e u l o g y .

A n d  y e t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a p p r o v e d  m o d 
e r n  a t t i t u d e — a n  a t t i t u d e  n o t  l i m i t 
e d  t o  a n y  o n e  s e c t  o r  s c h o o l ,  b u t  
l a r g e l y  p e r m e a t i n g  s o c i e t y .  I t  i s  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  h u n d r e d  
y e a r  o l d  t r u s t  i n  t o o l s  a n d  a p p l i 
a n c e s ;  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  o u r  i n c r e a s 
i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  n a t u r e .  B e f o r e  t h e  
m a r v e l o u s  p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
h u m a n  b e i n g s  w e r e  m o r e  h u m b l e ;  
i f  t h e  p l a g u e  s w e p t  a  c i t y ,  t h e y  h u r 
r i e d  t o  c a t h e d r a l s  a n d  p r a y e d ;  
w h e r e a s  n o w  o u r  d o c t o r s  k e e p  d i s 
e a s e  i n  c h e c k ,  a n d  w e  t h e r e f o r e  
s t a n d  u p  a n d  l o u d l y  a f f i r m  o u r  i m 
m u n i t y .  O u r  m e c h a n i s t i c  p e r f e c 
t i o n  i s  s u c h  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  m o r e  
c h a r i t a b l e  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n 
s i s t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  ‘ ‘ o u t g r o w n  G -od . ’ ’ 
W h e r e  i s  t h e  n e e d  o f  f a i t h  w h e n  
y o u  c a n  c r o s s  o c e a n s  i n  s h i p s  s o  
l a r g e  a n d  w e l l - b u i l t  a s  t o  p r e 
c l u d e  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d a n g e r !  
E v i d e n t l y  t h i s  H o d - g i v e n  r e n e w a l  
o f  s c i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  m e t  w i t h  t h e
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s a m e  p o m p o u s . u n g r a t e f u l n e s s  
w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  
l e a r n i n g -  a f t e r  t h e  D a r k  A g e s .

T h e  B a h a ' i  a t t i t u d e  i s  i n  s t r i k 
i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  s e l f 
d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e  B a h a ’i  a f f i r m s ,  
n o t  h i s  o w n  e x c e l l e n c e ,  b u t  t h e  e x c e l 
l e n c e  o f  G o d .  H e  r e l i e s  o n  G o d  
a l o n e ,  a n d  o n  n o  o t h e r  p o w e r  i n  t h e  
u n i v e r s e .  I n  t h i s  w a y  a  tw o - f o lc l  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  r e a l i z e d :  b y  c o n c e n t r a 
t i o n  o n  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  o n e  
u n i v e r s a l  G o d ,  p e o p l e  a r e  b o u n d  t o 
g e t h e r  i n  a n  u n b r e a k a b l e  h a r m o n y ,  
w h e r e  r e l i a n c e  o n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e x 
c e l l e n c e  p r o d u c e s  o n l y  s e l f i s h  d i s 
c o r d ;  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e y  f i n d  t r u e  
s t r e n g t h  b y  r e l y i n g  o n  G o d ,  w h e r e  
o n l y  t h e  s t a l e s t  i l l u s i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  
r e s u l t s  f r o m  s e l f - d e p e n d e n c e .  
B a h a ’u ’l l a h  s a y s  i n  t h e  H i d d e n  
W o r d s ,

“ 0  S o n  o f  S p i r i t !  T h e r e  i s  n o  
r e s t  f o r  t h e e  e x c e p t  i f  t h o u  d o s t  r e 
n o u n c e  t h y s e l f  a n d  t u r n  u n t o  M e ;  
f o r  i t  b e h o o v e t h  t h e e  t o  g l o r y  i n  M y  
n a m e  a n d  n o t  i n  t h i n e ,  a n d  t o  p u t  
t h y  t r u s t  i n  M e  a n d  n o t  i n  t h y s e l f .  
F o r  I  d e s i r e  t o  b e  l o v e d  a l o n e  a b o v e  
a l l  e l s e . ”  F a r  f r o m  i n s i s t i n g  o n  
h i s  o w n  e x c e l l e n c e ,  t h e  B a h a ’i  h a s  
a n  h o n e s t  a n d  h u m b l e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
h i s  p l a c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  C r e a t o r :

“ S a d  a r e  w e :  b r i n g  t o  o u r  
h e a r t s  t h e  j o y  o f  h e a v e n .  P r i s o n 
e r s  o f  t h e  n e t h e r  w o r l d  a r e  w e :  
b e s t o w  u p o n  u s  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  
t h e  r e a l m  o f  m i g h t .  . . .

I n  t h e  b o n d a g e s  o f  p a s s i o n ,  d e 
s i r e  a n d  t e m p t a t i o n  a r e  w e :  r e 
l e a s e  u s  f r o m  t h e s e  c h a i n s  a n d  
f e t t e r s .  . . .

F a d e d  a r e  w e :  r e f r e s h  a n d  r e 
j o i c e  u s  b y  t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  
H o l y  S p i r i t .

D e a d  a r e  w e : q u i c k e n  u s  b y  th e
l i f e  e t e r n a l  . . . ”  “

H o w  d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  i s  f r o m  a s s e r t 
i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u p e r i o r  p r o d u c t s  
o f  h u m a n i t y ,  p r o s p e r o u s ,  s u c c e s s 
f u l ,  a n d  a l t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  p e a k  o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
s i n c e  w i s d o m  f o r b i d s  l a c k  o f  s e i f  
r e s p e c t  o r  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n 
f e r i o r i t y ,  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  l i s t s  t h e  
l o v e  o f  s e l f  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f iv e  k i n d s  
o f  l o v e ,  a n d  p r o c l a i m s  t h a t ,  “ I f  t h e  
l o v e  o f  s e l f  i s  a  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  o n e  
i s  a  c r e a t u r e  o f  G o d  a n d  m u s t  
t h e r e f o r e  a t t a i n  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  a p 
p o i n t e d  f o r  h i m ,  t h i s  l o v e  w i l l  b e  a n  
u p l i f t i n g  o n e , ”  a l t h o u g h  h e  w a r n s  
u s  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  o f  s e l f  “ i f  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  e g o  w i l l  d e p r i v e  m a n  o f  a l l  
t r u e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  ’ ’

T h e  B a h a ’i , t h e n , d e c l a r e s  h i m 
s e l f  e v a n e s c e n t ,  a b a n d o n s  h i m s e l f  
t o  t h e  W i l l  o f  G o d ,  l i v e s  i n  a  s t a t e  
o f  “ r a d i a n t  a c q u i e s c e n c e ; ”  a n d  y e t  
h e  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  e v e r  v i t a l  b a l a n c e  
a n d  p r o p o r t i o n  w h i c h  m e a n  p e r f e c 
t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  h e  b e l i e v e s  i n  a n d  a g 
g r e s s i v e l y  a s s e r t s  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  
h i s  o w n  w i l l .  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a  t e l l s  u s  
t h a t  a l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  s u c h  a s  s l e e p ,  d e a t h ,  
m i s f o r t u n e s  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  o t h e r  c o n 
d i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  c h o o s i n g  b e t w e e n  
g o o d  a n d  e v i l  a c t i o n s ,  a r e  i n  o u r  
o w n  c o n t r o l .  I t  m a y  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  
f o r  t h o s e  w h o  i n s i s t  o n  h e r e d i t y  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  t h e  s o l e  d e t e r m i n 
a n t s  o f  a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  p o w e r  
c a n  e n t i r e l y  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e s e ,  a n d  
m a k e  o f  s o m e  p o o r  f i s h e r m a n  a  r e 
s p l e n d e n t  s a i n t ; a n d  m o r e o v e r  i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  n o  f r e e  w i l l  t h e r e  w o u l d  
n e v e r  e x i s t  t h a t  e t e r n a l  i n w a r d  
s t r u g g l e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  m a r k  o f  
t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g .
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’A b d u ’l - B a h a  s a y s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  G o d  m a n  c a n  
d o  n e i t h e r  g o o d  n o r  e v i l ,  j u s t  a s  a  
s a i l i n g  s h i p  i s  h e l p l e s s  w i t h o u t  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  w i n d ,  a l t h o u g h  w h e n  
t h e  w i n d  b l o w s ,  t h e  s h i p ’s  r u d d e r  
m a y  d i r e c t  i t  e i t h e r  e a s t  o r  w e s t .  
“ T h o u g h  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  g o o d  a n d  
e v i l  b e l o n g s  t o  m a n ,  u n d e r  a l l  c i r 
c u m s t a n c e s  h e  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  
s u s t a i n i n g  h e l p  o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  O m n i p o t e n t .  T h e

K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i s  v e r y  g r e a t ,  a n d  
a l l  a r e  c a p t i v e s  i n  t h e  g r a s p  o f  H i s  
p o w e r . ”

I t  i s ,  t h e n ,  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  h u m a n 
i t y  a c q u i r e  t h e  i n s i g h t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
f o r e g o i n g  t h i s  b l i n d  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  
t o o l s  a n d  h u m a n  a g e n c i e s .  W h i l e  
a p p r e c i a t i n g  o u r  o w n  m u c h  i n 
c r e a s e d  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  a l l  t h e  b l e s s 
i n g s  o f  o u r  m o d e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w e  
m u s t  h a v e  f a i t h ,  n o t  i n  t h e s e ,  b u t  i n  
G o d  w h o  h a s  g i v e n  t h e m  t o  u s .

“ H o w  i s  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ?  B y  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  p e a c e .  T o d a y  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  i s  t h e  p a n a c e a  o f  e v e r y  d i s e a s e  . . . T h i s  m i l i t a r y  a n d  

n a v a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d i s e a s e  . . . T h e  r e m e d y  o f  t h i s  d i s e a s e  

i s  t h r o u g h  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e .  T h i s  w i l l  i n s u r e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  T o d a y  

t h a t  w h i c h  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d i s p e r s i o n  i s  w a r .  I f  t h e  n a t i o n s  e n t e r  i n t o  

a  f a i t h f u l  a g r e e m e n t  t o  l e a v e  o f f  a l l  w a r l i k e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a t  o n c e ,  t h e y  

s h a l l  s e c u r e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  p o s t e r i t y  e t e r n a l  w e l f a r e .  T h e y  

s h a l l  b e c o m e  f r e e d  f r o m  e v e r y  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n .  

T h i s  e n d  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t s  

a n d  t h e  i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  p e a c e f u l  i d e a l s  i n  a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  m o d e r n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n . ”

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h â
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M Y  F I R S T  G L I M P S E  O F  A  G R E A T  I N S T I T U T I O N

D oris M cK ay

| T  w a s  t h e  S u n d a y  b e f o r e  v a c a 
t i o n ;  a n d  w e  a s  s t r a n g e r s  

w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  
t h r o n g e d  t h e  c h a p e l  o f  H o w a r d  U n i 
v e r s i t y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C . T h e  
C h r i s t m a s  v e s p e r  s e r v i c e  i s  a  p r e 
c e d e n t  w h i c h  i s  b e c o m i n g  a  t r a d i 
t i o n  b e c a u s e  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  t h i s  
p r o g r a m  h a s  v a r i e d  b u t  l i t t l e .  I n  
t h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  y o u t h  o f  t h e  
c o l o r e d  r a c e  o n e  m a y  f i n d  t h e  l o s t  
s p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t m a s — t h a t  t i m e ,  l o n g  
s i n c e ,  w h e n  f r a n k i n c e n s e  a n d  m y r r h  
w e r e  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  g i f t s .

F r a n k i n c e n s e  a n d  m y r r h  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  t h a t  S u n d a y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  d a y  w a s  m i l d  a s  
n o r t h e r n  s p r i n g .  B e c a u s e  C h r i s t  
h a d  b e e n  b o r n  j o y  w a s  r e l e a s e d ;  b e 
f o r e  t h i s  s u p r e m e  m y s t e r y  h u n 
d r e d s  o f  r a d i a n t  y o u t h  s a t  h u s h e d .

T h e y  h a d  m a r c h e d  i n t o  t h e  c h a p e l  
i m p r e s s i v e l y .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n a l  
g i r l s  i n  w h i t e  b o r e  t a l l  w h i t e  c a n d 
l e s ,  r a n k s  o f  y o u n g  m e n  f o l l o w e d .  
B y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c a n d l e s  t h e i r  
f a c e s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  u s u a l  
c a r e l e s s  c o l l e g e  t h r o n g ;  o n e  s e n s e d  
a  m a t u r i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  o n l y  f r o m  a  
t a s t e  o f  l i f e ’s  p r o b l e m s ,  n o b i l i t y ,  
r e s o l u t i o n .  T h e  o v a l s  o f  t h o s e  f a c e s  
t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w e r e  
s e r e n e ,  w e r e  w a i t i n g .

T h e n  b e g a n  a  p r o g r a m  i n  w h i c h  
w a v e s  o f  s o u n d  f r o m  t h e  t r a i n e d  
v o i c e s  o f  m a n y  s i n g e r s  s t r e a m e d  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T h r o n e .  A d o r a 
t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  D i v i n e  L o v e .  I  b e g a n  
t o  f e e l  t h e  b e a t i n g  o f  t h e  h e a r t  o f  
t h a t  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h e n ,  s t e a d y ,  
r y t h m i c ,  s t r o n g .  T o g e t h e r  w e  s a t  
i n  a  s u s t a i n e d  m o m e n t  o f  c o s m i c

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  b v  
’A b d u ’1 - B a h a ’s  p h r a s e ,  “ O n e  s o u l  
i n  m a n y  b o d i e s . ”  T h e  c h o r u s  s a n g  
f r o m  T h e  M e s s i a h ,  “ S u r e l y  H e  
H a t h  B o r n e  O u r  G r i e f s , ”  a n d  a  
s i n g l e  e x q u i s i t e  v o i c e  p r o m i s e d  
“ H e  S h a l l  F e e d  H i s  F l o c k ” ; t h e  
r e n d e r i n g  o f  V a n D y k e ’s  “ T h e  
O t h e r  W i s e  M a n ”  b y  o n e  w h o  i n 
t e r p r e t s  a s  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  s e l d o m  i n 
t e r p r e t e d  ; t h e n  C a r o l s , — a n d  i t  w a s  
d u s k .  A  f l a m e  p a s s e d  d o w n  t h e  
r o w s  o f  c a n d l e s  h e l d  b y  t h e  w h i t e -  
c l a d  g i r l s  a n d  t h e  l o n g  r o w s  o f  
s t u d e n t s  p a s s e d  o u t  s i n g i n g  v e r y  
s o f t l y .

A  c o l l e g e  n o w  k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d  a s  t h e  o n e  g r e a t  i n s t i t u 
t i o n  f o r  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  
c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  w h e r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  
t y p e s  o f  a  r a c e  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  f i r e  o f  y o u t h '— s u c h  a n  a s 
s e m b l a g e  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  s o a r i n g  r a p 
t u r e  o f  s o n g  a n d  t h e  e m o t i o n  o f  r e 
l i g i o n  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  ’A b d u ’l-  
B a h a ’s  w o r d s :  “ A l l  h u m a n k i n d  
s h a r e  i n  c o m m o n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  o f  a  c r e a t e d  
e n d o w m e n t .  . . . A l l  r a c e s ,  t r i b e s ,  
s e c t s  a n d  c l a s s e s  s h a r e  e q u a l l y  i n  
t h e  b o u n t y  o f  t h e i r  H e a v e n l y  
F a t h e r .  T h e  o n l y  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
l i e s  i n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  o f  
o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  G o d .  T h e r e  
a r e  s o m e  w h o  a r e  a s  l i g h t e d  
t o r c h e s ; t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  w h o  s h i n e  
a s  s t a r s  i n  t h e  s k y  o f  h u m a n i t y . ”

T h e  k e e p i n g  a l i v e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  
g e n i u s  a n d  t a l e n t s  o f  t h e  r a c e  e s 
p e c i a l l y  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  h e r i t a g e  
w h i c h  i s  a  r i c h  g i f t  f r o m  a n  o t h e r 
w i s e  g r u d g i n g  p a s t ,  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t 
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i n g  o f  i t s  d y n a m i c  i n t o  t h e  c h a n n e l s  
o f  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  
w i s e  f o u n d e r s  a n d  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h i s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  E s s e n t i a l 
l y  r e l i g i o u s  a l t h o u g h  n o n - s e c t a r i a n ,  
i t  h a s  f o s t e r e d  t h e  d e v o t i o n a l  s p i r i t  
a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  
t h a t  s p i r i t  w o r k i n g  o u t w a r d  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  m i g h t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  
t h r o u g h  c r e a t i v e  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i v e  
m e d i u m s .

T h a t  s p i r i t  w h i c h  m a d e  i t s e l f  
m a n i f e s t  a t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  v e s p e r s  
o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o l l e g e  o f  1 9 2 9  
w h e r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  o f  y o u t h  a l o n g  m e d i c a l ,  t h e 
o l o g i c a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  m u s i c a l  o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  a v e n u e s  o f  w o r k  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  w h e r e  a b o u t  e i g h t  
t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  g r a d 
u a t e d  e q u i p p e d  t o  f i l l  p l a c e s  o f  r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e i r  c h o s e n  p u r s u i t s  
— t h a t  u n m i s t a k a b l e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  w a s  a p p a r e n t  a t  a  
p r a y e r  m e e t i n g  i n  1 8 6 6  w h e n  a  d e 
v o t e d  l i t t l e  m i s s i o n a r y  g r o u p  d e t e r 
m i n e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s c h o o l  “ f o r  t h e  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e e d m e n . ”  T h e  
W i l l  o f  G -od  f o u n d  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  
t h e  c o n s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a n d  
t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  h a p p e n e d ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  
e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  c o l l e g e  i s  a  
s t o r y  o f  m i r a c u l o u s  g r o w t h  a n d  a b 
s o r b i n g  i n t e r e s t .  S i x  m o n t h s  f r o m  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p h i l a n 
t h r o p i c  p r o j e c t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 , 
C o n g r e s s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  d r a f t  o f  a  
c h a r t e r  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  u n i 
v e r s i t y  w i t h  f iv e  d e f i n e d  d e p a r t 
m e n t s  o f  l e a r n i n g .

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  n e e d  a n d  a s  
g r e a t  a  f a i t h .  T h e  N o r m a l  D e p a r t 
m e n t ,  i n  w h i c h  b u t  f o u r  s t u d e n t s  
h a d  r e g i s t e r e d ,  o p e n e d  i n  M a y  i n  a  
s m a l l  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  w a s  
s o o n  t o  b e  c r o w d e d  w i t h  e a g e r  l i f e .  
T h e  s t r u c t u r e  b e c a m e  a  N o r m a l ,

P r e p a r a t o r y ,  a n d  g r a d e d  s c h o o l  b e 
c a m e  a  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l ,  a n  e v e n i n g  
s c h o o l .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  e n d o w m e n t ,  
n o  m o n e y  i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  t h e n ,  y e t  
w h e n  a  c o m m i t t e e  w e n t  o u t  t o  l o c a t e  
a  s i t e  f o r  t h e  n e w  u n i v e r s i t y  i t  p u r 
c h a s e d  a  h i l l t o p  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
f i f t y  a c r e s  t h e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  
w a s  e n a b l e d  t o  o b t a i n  f u n d s  b y  a d 
v a n t a g e o u s  s a l e s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  a s  
c i t y  l o t s .

S o  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  o p e n 
e d — t o  f r e e d m e n ,  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  
c o l o r e d  y o u t h  o f  t h e  l a n d — t h o s e  
r e f u g e e s  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  t h e  p r o b 
l e m  o f  a n  u n w i l l i n g  c a p i t a l ,  t h o s e  
h o s t a g e s  o f  w a r  w h o  w e r e  p o u r i n g  
b y  t h o u s a n d s  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  W a s h 
i n g t o n  t o  t a k e  s h e l t e r  i n  w o o d s h e d s ,  
a n d  s t a b l e s  a n d  b a r r a c k s .  A  c o l 
l e g e  h a d  b e e n  o p e n e d  f o r  f r e e d m e n ! 
W a s  i t  t r u e ?  T h e y  c a m e  t o  e n 
q u i r e :  t h e y  e n t e r e d  w i t h  o r  w i t h 
o u t  m o n e y ;  t h e y  e n t e r e d  w i t h  o r  
w i t h o u t  k n o w l e d g e ; t h e y  c a m e ,  
b e a r i n g  p i c k s  a n d  s p a d e s  a n d  h a m 
m e r s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t o  d r a i n  
a n d  g r a d e  t h e  h i l l t o p — o f  t h e i r  
h o p e s .

W e  a s  A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  a  t r a d i 
t i o n a l  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  p i o n e e r  s t o c k .  
W h e r e  i s  o u r  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p i o n e e r  
s p i r i t  o f  t h o s e  y o u t h  w h o  h a s t e n e d  
t o  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ?  A l t h o u g h  
m o r e  r e c e n t  f o r e b e a r s  o f  a  n e w e r  
l i n e a g e ,  t h e i r  g a l l a n t r y ,  c o u r a g e  
a n d  v i s i o n  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  d e s c e n d -  
e n t s  w h o  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  a r e  
a d d i n g  a  n e w e r ,  d e e p e r  n o t e  t o  o u r  
A m e r i c a n  c n l t u r e .

V e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  w a s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  w a s  f o u n d e d  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  c o l o r e d  y o u t h ,  i t s  
d o o r s  w e r e  o p e n  t o  a l l .  A n d  i t  i s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  t r u e  t h a t  m a n y  s o - c a l l e d  
f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s — K o r e a n s ,  J a p a n 
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e s e ,  H i n d u s  a n d  o t h e r s — h a v e  b e e n  
e d u c a t e d  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
M o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  a l l ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  
u s ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i t e  w o m e n  
w e r e  r e c e i v e d  i n  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  
S c h o o l  b e f o r e  a n y  w h i t e  M e d i c a l  
C o l l e g e  o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  t o  t h e m  i n  
W a s h i n g t o n .

A n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
v i t a l ,  m y s t i c a l ,  d y n a m i c ,  k e p t  a l i v e  
t h e  g r o u p  s o u l .  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  
l e a v e n ,  t h e y  h a d  i t ,  t o  r a i s e  t h e  r a w  
u n p a l a t a b l e  m a s s  o f  a n  u n d e r - p r i v 
i l e g e d  r a c e  t o  t h e  m o s t  s t a r t l i n g  r e c 
o r d  o f  a t t a i n m e n t ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
c o n c e d e d ,  t h a t  a n y  r a c e  c a n  c l a i m  
i n  a  g i v e n  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  I n  r e a d 
i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  r a c e  w h o  h a v e  s t r i v e n  t o  t h e  
f o r e m o s t  r a n k s  w e  f i n d  a  h e r o i c  r e c 
o r d  o f  t h e  s u r m o u n t i n g  o f  g r e a t  o b 
s t a c l e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e y  h a v e  
e x h i b i t e d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a  s e e d  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g t i m e  a g a i n s t  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  a  
s t o n e .  S o m e h o w  t h e y  h a v e  p u s h e d  
t h r o u g h .

T h e  s e e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  t i m e  f e e l s

t h e  m a g n e t i c  u r g e  o f  t h e  s u n -  a  
n e w  p o w e r  r e l e a s e d  w i t h i n  i t  e n 
a b l e s  i t  t o  r e s p o n d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
d o r m a n t  a n d  n o w  i t  i s  e m b u e d  w i t h  
f o r c e  f o r  i t  i s  s p r i n g .  B u t  d o e s  t h e  
s e e d  k n o w  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  
s t r a n g e ,  n e w  l i f e ?  I t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t 
i n g  a n d  a r r e s t i n g  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1 8 6 3  
t h e  B a h a ’i  M o v e m e n t ,  o f t e n  d e s i g 
n a t e d  a s  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  N e w  D a y ,  
w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  O r i e n t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
B a h a ’u ’l l a h .  H e  f o r e t o l d  a n  a g e  
w h e n  ‘ ‘ a l l  m e n  s h a l l  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a s  
b r o t h e r s ”  a n d  s t a t e d  a  s p e c i f i c  p l a n  
b y  w h i c h  t h e  n e w  c i v i l i z a t i o n  m i g h t  
b e  m a d e  a c t u a l .  P e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  
f o u n d i n g  o f  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
1 8 6 7  a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  A m e r i c a n  
h i s t o r y  w h i c h  p r e c e d e d  i t ,  a r e  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t s  i n  B a h a ’u ’l l a h ’s  B o o k  o f  
L a w s  t h a t  c h a t t e l  s l a v e r y  s h a l l  b e  
a b o l i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
s h a l l  b e  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
w h i c h  e v e r y  c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a n  
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  p r e 
j u d i c e  b a s e d  o n  r a c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  
n o t  o f  G rod.

“ G o d  h a s  n o t  g i v e n  u s  i n t e l l e c t s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  i n s t r u 

m e n t s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ;  H e  h a s  g r a n t e d  u s  t h i s  p o w e r  t h a t  w e  m a y  h e  

d i f f u s e r s  o f  l i g h t ;  c r e a t e  l o v e  b e t w e e n  h e a r t s ,  e s t a b l i s h  c o m m u n i o n  

b e t w e e n  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  E a s t  a n d  t h e  

W e s t .  H a s  t h e  D i v i n i t y  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  u s  t h i s  b l e s s e d  p o i v e r  o n l y  

t o  c a r r y  d e v a s t a t i o n  a n d  r u i n  i n t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s f

“ E v e r y  c h e r i s h e d  e f f o r t  m u s t  e x t e n d  i t s  p o w e r s  t o  o t h e r  s o u l s .  

I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  c h e r i s h e d  t h a n  t h e  m i n d  o f  m a n ?  W e  m u s t  

e x p e n d  t h e s e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  r e a s o n  i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h u m a n  u n i o n ,  f o r  w e  

a r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  A d a m .  A n  i n v i s i b l e  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  i s  e v e r  e x e r 

c i s i n g  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  o f  m e n .  W h y  s h o u l d  w e  

a b a n d o n  t h e  h o l y  p o w e r  w h i c h  b i n d s  u s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  c l e a v e  t o  t h e  

b a r b a r o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  i v h i c h  k e e p  u s  a p a r t ? ”

’ A b c l u ’ l - B a h a
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T H E  B A H A ’I  L E A V E N

The following letter to a group of inquirers into the Baha’i Teachings, was written 
by Mr. Howard MacNutt a Baha’i teacher a short time before his passing. In its 
dynamic appeal are epitomized statements which Mr. MacNutt made in his many 
classes and lectures.

H M P B L L E D  b y  t h e  D i v i n e  
S p i r i t  o f  G u i d a n c e  a n d  p u r e  

m o t i v e  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C a u s e  o f  
G o d ,  w e  w i s h  t o  s e t  f o r t h  t o  y o u  
b r i e f l y  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  B a h a ’i  
f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  i t s  
t e a c h i n g s  a n d  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  i t s  h i s 
t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

F r o m  p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
’A b d u ’l - B a h a  a n d  t h r o u g h  i n t i m a t e  
a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  B a h a ’i s  i n  m a n y  
c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  
t o  t e s t i f y  f a i t h f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  R e a l i t y  
o f  D i v i n e  R e l i g i o n ,  t h e  p u r e  R e v e l a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  W i l l  a n d  W o r d  o f  G o d  
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  B a h a ’i  f o u n d a t i o n .  
T h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  i s  c o n v i n c i n g  
f r o m  e v e r y  s t a n d p o i n t .  F o r  i n 
s t a n c e ,  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  m o r e  i m 
p r e s s i v e  t o  u s  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a n  
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  C h r i s 
t i a n i t y  a s  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m  i s  
t o r n  a n d  d i v i d e d  i n t o  n u m b e r l e s s  
c h a n n e l s  o f  c r e e d ,  d o g m a  a n d  d i 
v e r g e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w h i c h  f o r m  
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  b a r r i e r s  a n d  p r e j u d 
i c e s  b e t w e e n  i t s  o w n  s e c t s ,  d e n o m 
i n a t i o n s  a n d  c h u r c h e s , — y e t  g r e a t  
n u m b e r s  o f  i t s  f o l l o w e r s  a n d  e x 
p o n e n t s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  v a r y i n g  
c r e e d s  a n d  c o d e s  a r e  f o u n d  a m o n g  
t h e  B a h a ’i s  b l e n d e d  n o w  w i t h  e a c h  
o t h e r  i n  l o v e  a n d  a g r e e m e n t ,  g l o w 
i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  u n i t y  a n d  s e r 
v i c e .  T h i s  u n i t y  i s  a  d i r e c t  b o u n t y  
o f  G o d .  I t  h a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  
c e m e n t e d  a n d  g l o r i f i e d  t h e i r  C h r i s 
t i a n i t y  w h i c h  h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  a  v i s 
i b l e  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  a c t u a l  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  C o m m a n d m e n t  o f  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  “ t h a t  y e  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r

e v e n  a s  I  h a v e  l o v e d  y o u . ”  T h i s  
s t a t i o n  a n d  a t t a i n m e n t  i s  t h e  
R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  R e l i g i o n ,  t h e  
t r u e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e  
v a l i d ,  h e a v e n l y ,  d i v i n e l y  s p i r i t u a l  
B a h a ’i  f o u n d a t i o n  e v i d e n c e d  b y  I t s  
f r u i t s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  F o r  
u n i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d  m a n i 
f e s t  i n  h u m a n  h e a r t s  i s  t h e  R e v e a l e d  
W i l l  o f  G o d ,  t h e  B e s t o w a l  o f  t h e  
H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h e  C o m m a n d m e n t  o f  
G o d ,  t h e  G l o r y  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
“ W o r d  m a d e  F l e s h , ”  t h e  q u i n t e s s 
e n c e  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n .

T h i s  E f f u l g e n t  L i g h t  s h i n i n g  
f o r t h  f r o m  B a h a ’i - C h r i s t i a n s  t o  n a 
t i o n s  a n d  p e o p le s ;  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  h e r e d i t y  o r  r a c i a l  
b e l i e f s  p r o c l a i m s  t h e  O n e n e s s  o f  
t h e  W o r l d  o f  H u m a n i t y  a n d  r e v e a l s  
t h e  D i v i n e  P l a n  o f  U n i v e r s a l  P e a c e .  
F r o m  i t  e m a n a t e s  a  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  
a n d  d y n a m i c  i m p u l s e  o f  r e c o n c i l i a 
t i o n  a n d  t r u e  r e d e m p t i o n ;  a  p o w e r  
t r a n s c e n d i n g  m e r e  h u m a n  e f f o r t  
t h r o u g h  m a n - m a d e  c r e e d s  a n d  l i m i t 
e d  t h e o l o g i e s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
F u r t h e r m o r e  t h i s  m i r a c l e  o f  b l e n d 
i n g  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i n  t h e  B a h a ’i  
S p i r i t  i s  w i t n e s s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  
a m o n g  M u h a m m a d a n s ,  J e w s ,  P a r -  
s e e s ,  B u d d h i s t s ,  B r a h m i n s ,  r e l i g i o n 
i s t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  E a s t  
a n d  W e s t ,  w h o  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  
B a h a ’i  M e s s a g e  a n d  a r e  i m p e l l e d  
b y  I t s  p u r i f y i n g ,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  i n 
f l u e n c e  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  p r e j u d i c e s  
a n d  t o  m a n i f e s t  l o v i n g  a t t i t u d e  o f  
r e c o g n i t i o n  t o w a r d  t h e i r  o w n  d i v e r 
g e n t  s e c t s  a n d  t o w a r d  e a c h  o t h e r .  
T h e  w o n d e r f u l  p e n e t r a t i v e  v i r t u e  o f
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t h e  B a h a ’i  s p i r i t  a l s o  w e l d s  a n d  
b l e n d s  i n  h o m o g e n e o u s  u n i t y  p h i l o 
s o p h e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a t h e i s t s  a n d  
o t h e r s  w h o  w a n d e r  h o p e l e s s l y  i n  t h e  
o b s c u r e  v a l l e y s  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  
B a h a ’i  R e v e l a t i o n  i s  u n i v e r s a l  i n  
I t s  M e s s a g e  a n d  T e a c h i n g .  H u 
m a n i t y  h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  v a s t  f a m i l y ;  
n a t i o n  c o n j o i n e d  w i t h  n a t i o n ,  i n t e r 
w o v e n  i n  t h o u g h t ,  c o m m e r c e ,  c o n d i 
t i o n s  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  e x i s t 
e n c e  ; t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o n e  t h e  p r o b 
l e m s  o f  a l l ;  m a n k i n d  n o w  i n t e r d e 

p e n d e n t  p h y s i c a l l y ,  m e n t a l l y ,  s p i r i t 
u a l l y .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  c o n f r o n t i n g  
t h e  w o r l d  a r e  u n i v e r s a l  q u e s t i o n s ;  
t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e m  m u s t  b e  a  u n i 
v e r s a l  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  
f o r m e r  c y c l e s  w e r e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  
l i m i t e d  t o  a  r a c e ,  n a t i o n  o r  p e o p l e ; 
t h e  c r u c i a l  n e e d s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
i n  t h i s  D a y  a r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  w o r l d 
w i d e .  A s  t h e  a i l m e n t  a f f l i c t i n g  m a n 
k i n d  i s  u n i v e r s a l ,  t h e  r e m e d y  f o r t h 
c o m i n g  m u s t  b e  f o r  “ t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  
t h e  n a t i o n s . ”  J u s t i c e ,  e q u i t y ,  
b r o t h e r h o o d ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n 
t e r r a c i a l  a g r e e m e n t  f o c u s  a n d  f i n d  
t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  o n l y  i n  r e l i g i o u s  
u n i t y .  L a c k  o f  r e l i g i o u s  u n i t y  i s  
t h e  r e a l  s i c k n e s s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
w o r l d ,  G o d  a l o n e  c a n  g i v e  m a n  r e 
l i e f  a n d  r e l e a s e  f r o m  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  
h i m s e l f .  “ N o t  b y  m i g h t ,  n o r  b y  
p o w e r  ( a r m i e s ) ,  b u t  b y  M y  S p i r i t  
s a i t h  t h e  L o r d , ”  i s  t h e  d i v i n e  k e y  
t o  h u m a n  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  B a h a ’i  l e a v e n ,  t h e  
S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i s  w o r k i n g .  I n  d u e  
t i m e ,  t h e  “ w h o l e  s h a l l  b e  l e a v e n e d ”  
a n d  t h e  “ W i l l  o f  G o d  b e  d o n e  u p o n  
e a r t h  a s  i t  i s  d o n e  i n  H e a v e n . ”

A l l  t h e  D i v i n e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  
h a v e  r e v e a l e d  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  M e s 
s a g e  o f  t h e  W o r d ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  
U t t e r a n c e  t o  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e

“ w o r l d ,  t i m e  a n d  c r e a t u r e s , ”  a s  
C h r i s t  H i m s e l f  w i t n e s s e d ,  s a y in o -  
“ Y e  c a n n o t  b e a r  i t  n o w . ”  T h e i r  
R e v e l a t i o n  w a s  f o r  a l l  m a n k i n d ; n o t  
t o  b e  s e l f i s h l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  a  
n a t i o n ,  n o r  t o  b e  r e s t r i c t e c l l y  i n t e r 
p r e t e d  b y  c h u r c h  o r  p r i e s t h o o d .  
I s r a e l ,  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  
M o s t  H i g h ,  p r o v e d  u n w o r t h y  o f  i t s  
t r u s t  t h r o u g h  r a c i a l  e g o t i s m  a n d  
d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  i n c a p a b l e  o f  p r o m u l 
g a t i n g  t h e  W o r d  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t ,  
b e c a m e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  M e s s i a n i c  
B o u n t i e s ,  a n d  w a s  f i n a l l y  d i s i n t e 
g r a t e d ,  b r o k e n ,  d i s p e r s e d .  C h r i s 
t i a n i t y ,  l i k e w i s e  c a l l e d  a n d  c h o s e n  
a s  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  o f  t h e  H e a v e n l y  
G o s p e l ,  t h r o u g h  d o g m a t i c  l i m i t a 
t i o n s  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t ’s 
U n i v e r s a l  R e v e l a t i o n  i s  n o w  u n a b l e  
t o  r e f l e c t  I t s  S p i r i t u a l  h e a l i n g  o f  
L o v e  a n d  U n i t y  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h  “ P e a c e  u p o n  e a r t h ;  g o o d 
w i l l  a m o n g  m e n . ”

T h e  B a h a ’i  M e s s a g e  h a s  b e e n  r e 
v e a l e d  t h r o u g h  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  s p e c i f i 
c a l l y  f o r  t h e  u n i t y  a n d  s a l v a t i o n  o f  
t h e  h u m a n  w o r l d .  I t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
u n i v e r s a l  a n d  u l t i m a t e ;  n o t  a n  o r 
g a n i z a t i o n ,  c h u r c h  o r  s y s t e m ,  b u t  a n  
o r g a n i s m  o f  s p i r i t u a l l y  v i t a l i z e d  
s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  R e l i g i o n ,  
c a l l e d  a n d  c h o s e n  t o  r e n d e r  d i v i n e  
s e r v i c e  o f  L o v e  a n d  U n i t y ;  t h e i r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  G o d  
b e i n g  h u m i l i t y ,  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  H i s  
R e v e a l e d  W i l l ,  f a i t h  i n  H i s  H e a v e n 
l y  M e s s e n g e r s  a n d  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  B e a u t y  o f  H o l i n e s s  
a n d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  O n e  E t e r n a l  
U n i v e r s a l  C h r i s t .  T h e i r  m o t i v e  f o r  
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C a u s e  o f  G o d  i s  t h e  
f i r e  a n d  z e a l  o f  t h e  L o v e  o f  G o d ;  
t h e i r  r e w a r d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  m o r e  
s e r v i c e  h e r e  a n d  h e r e a f t e r .  T h i s  
i s  t h e i r  c o d e  a n d  c r e e d  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  
t h e i r  h e a v e n l y  c a l l i n g ,  t h e i r  r e b i r t h
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i n  t h e  s p r i t u a l  i m a g e  a n d  l i k e n e s s  
o f  G o d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P o w e r  o f  H i s  
C r e a t i v e  W o r d .

A s t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  
B a h a ’i  C a u s e ,  t h e  l i n e  o f  p r o p h e t i c  
s t a t e m e n t  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  i t ,  t h e  a p 
p e a r a n c e  o f  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  t h e  G l o r y  
o f  G o d  i n  P e r s i a  i n  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y ,  H i s  e x i l e  a n d  i m p r i s o n 
m e n t ,  H i s  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  p r o p h e t i c  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  i n  a l l  t h e  H o l y  B o o k s ,  
t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  B a b ,  H i s  F o r e 
r u n n e r  w h o  s u f f e r e d  m a r t y r d o m  i n  
H i s  p a t h ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  l i f e  o f  ’A b d u ’l -

B a h a  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  G l o r y  o f  S e r v i c e  
a s  t h e  C e n t e r  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  C o v e 
n a n t — t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  - w r i t t e n  f u l l y  
a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  b y  
e m i n e n t  a u t h o r s  a n d  h i s t o r i a n s  o u t 
s i d e  t h e  B a h a ’i  C a u s e  I t s e l f ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  b y  i l l u m i n e d  s p i r i t u a l  e y e - w i t 
n e s s e s  o f  t h e  M a n i f e s t  L i g h t  w h i c h  
s h o n e  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  1 8 4 4 -1 9 2 1 .

Since 1921 the  u n ity  of th e  B aha'is, the in teg rity  
of th e  ideals an d  u tte rances of B ah a 'u ’llah  and th e  
ad m in istra tion  of B aha’i affa irs have been un d er the 
d irec t  ̂ supervision of and m ain ta ined  by Shoghi 
Effendi, G uardian of th e  B aha’i Cause, who was ap 
pointed  by 'A hduT B aha.—E d ito r’s Note.

W O R L D  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R O G R E S S

M o r e  t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  
h a v e  “ a c c e p t e d ”  t h e  K e l l o g g  
p e a c e  t r e a t i e s .  T h e y  p l e d g e  t h e m 
s e l v e s  t o  d o  a l l  i n  t h e i r  p o w e r  t o  
f u r t h e r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  
a g r e e m e n t s  -w h ic h  p r o p o s e  t o  k e e p  
t h e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  A  w r i t e r  
o b s e r v e s :  “ T h i s  i s  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  
p e r h a p s  t h e  o n l y  w a y ,  t o  b r i n g  
a b o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  i t :  P u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  p e a c e  
a n d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  c o n 
s c i o u s n e s s  o f  c h i l d r e n .  T e a c h  t h e  
g l o r i e s  o f  p e a c e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  g l o r i e s  o f  -w a r . ”

W h o  w i l l  n o t  i n d o r s e  t h a t !  
T h i n k  o f  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  i f  a l l  t h e  
s i g n a t o r i e s  t o  t h e  p a c t  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d ’s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  w o u l d  
a d o p t  t h e  s a m e  p r o c e d u r e  i n  t h e i r  
s c h o o l s  o n  a  n a t i o n - w i d e  s c a l e !  
W h a t  a  l e v e r a g e  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  
r e a d y  t o  t b e  u s e  o f  t h e  r i s i n g  g e n 
e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  t i m e  s o  n e a r  a t  h a n d  
w h e n  t h e s e  h o y s  a n d  g i r l s  n o w  o f  
s c h o o l  a g e  m u s t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  a d 
v i s o r y  a n d  v o t i n g  p o w e r  d e t e r m i n 
i n g  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s

o f  c o n t r o l !  W h a t  c o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  
c o n c e i v e d  o r  m o r e  t i m e l y  t h a n  j u s t  
t h i s  v e r y  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  
N e w r Y o r k  a r e  n o w  d o i n g !

T h i s ,  t h e  N e w s  t a k e s  i t ,  i s  r e a l  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  s u c h  a s  i s  t o o  
o f t e n  d r o p p e d  w i t h  t e x t  b o o k s .  I t  
i s  t h e  k i n d  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e s  i n q u i r y  
a n d  l e a d s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t o  c o l 
l e c t i v e  m e n t a l  a n d  m o r a l  d e v e l o p 
m e n t ,  a n d  i s  b o u n d  t o  p r o m o t e  
g e n u i n e  e n l i g h t e n e d  p a t r i o t i s m  o f  
t h e  m o s t  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r .  I n  
t h i s ,  c l e a r l y ,  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  N e w  
Y o r k  i s  t o  b e  h i g h l y  c o m m e n d e d  
a n d  e m u l a t e d .— B i r m i n g h a m  N e w s .

I n q u i r y  i n t o  r a c e  p r e j u d i c e s  i n  
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  W a l e s :

F r o m  t h e  e d u c a t o r ’s  p o i n t  o f  
v i e w ,  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s u l t  w a s  
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  b y  t h e  c h i l 
d r e n  w e r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  b o o k s .  
B o o k s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  h a d  m o r e  t o  
d o  w i t h  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  
c h i l d r e n ,  f a v o r a b l y  o r  u n f a v o r a b l y ,  
t h a n  s c h o o l  l e s s o n s ,  h o m e  t a l k s ,  
n e w s p a p e r s ,  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e s
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d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  t l i e  c i n e m a  
t o g e t h e r !

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  w a s  c l e a r  
t h a t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r a c e  p r e j u d i c e  
w a s  n o t  c o n s t a n t ,  h u t  d e p e n d e d  
u p o n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  . . .

T h e  i n q u i r y  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  y e t .  
B u t  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  
f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  
a b o u t  t h e  r a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  
g o o d  b o o k s  t h a n  t o  w a s t e  m o n e y  
f i g h t i n g ’ t h e  f i lm .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  
t o o ,  t o  u r g e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i l m s  
w h i c h  g i v e  c h i l d r e n  r e a l  i n f o r m a 
t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ; 
a n d  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
t e a c h e r s  o f  y o u t h  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
t e a c h i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e i g h b o r  w e  a r e  
t o  l o v e  i s  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t h e  n e g r o ,  
a n d  t h e  p e o p l e s  w e  s p e a k  o f  a s  
a l i e n . — D r .  G e o r g e  R .  G r e e n  o f  

U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  W a l e s  i n  t h e  

B o s t o n  G l o b e .

T h e  t t n iv e r s a l  a d o p t io n - o f  E s 
p e r a n t o ,  t h e  w o r l d - l a n g u a g e ,  a s  a n  
a i d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  
w o r l d  t r a d e  w a s  u r g e d  y e s t e r d a y  i n  
a n  i n t e r v i e w  b y  E r n e s t  A r c h d e a c o n  
o f  P a r i s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  
S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r o p a g a t i o n  o f  
E s p e r a n t o .  M . A r c h d e a c o n ,  w h o  
a r r i v e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  
w i l l  t o u r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  E s p e r 
a n t o .

“ I  a m  a n  a p o s t l e  o f  E s p e r a n t o , ”  
s a i d  M . A r c h d e a c o n ,  “ b e c a u s e  I  
b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  c o m m e r c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  
h e l p e d  b y  i t s  u s e .  I t  i s  a  s i m p l e  
l a n g u a g e  t o  l e a r n ; i t  c a n  b e  l e a r n e d  
i n  a  f e w  w e e k s  f r o m  a  b o o k  w h i c h  
c o n t a i n s  b u t  s i x  p a g e s  o f  g r a m m a r .  
N o  s c h o o l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  o f  t h i s  l a n g u a g e . ”

A m e r i c a n s ,  w h o ,  w i t h  t h e i r  t e n 

d e n c y  t o w a r d  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  i n  a l l  
t h i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i n d u s t r y ,  
s h o u l d  b e  s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e s  o f  E s 
p e r a n t o ,  M . A r c h d e a c o n  s a i d ,  a d 
m i t t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t .  
“ Y o u  a r e  l i k e  t h e  F r e n c h , ”  h e  s a i d .  
“ Y o u  t h i n k  y o u r  l a n g u a g e  s u f f ic 
i e n t l y  u n i v e r s a l .  Y o u  d o  n o t  r e a l 
i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  1 ,0 0 0  l a n g u a g e s  
i n  t h e  w o r l d . ”

H e  s a i d  t h a t  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  n o w  
s p e a k  E s p e r a n t o .  —  N e t v  Y o r k  

T i m e s .

“ W h a t  w i l l  t h e  n e x t  t w o - m i l l e n i a  
p e r i o d  b r i n g  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a 
t i o n s  w i t h  r a d i o  o r  i t s  o f f s p r i n g  a s  
t h e  m e d i u m  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ?

“ O n e  o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e v e l a 
t i o n s  i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  u n i v e r s a l  
l a n g u a g e  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  p o l y g l o t  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  t o n g u e s  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  
i n  t h i s  h o l i d a y  b r o a d c a s t .  A f t e r  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  k i n d n e s s  
e x p r e s s e d  o n  w a v e s  c i r c l i n g  t h e  
g l o b e  i t  i s  f o o l i s h  t o  g o  m u c h  l o n g e r  
w i t h  t h i s  b a r r i e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
t o n g u e s .  W e  n e e d  n o t  a d o p t  a  n e w  
s p e e c h ,  b u t  a n  a u x i l i a r y  o n e .  
E a d i o  i s  m a k i n g  t h i s  m o r e  i m p o r t 
a n t  e v e r y  d a y . ” — D r .  A l f r e d  N .  

G o l d s m i t h ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

R a d i o  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  N e w  Y o r k  

T i m e s .

P aris ( A . P . ) — F r e n c h  w o m e n ,  
a d m i t t e d  t o  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o n l y  
a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  n o w  
h o l d  e q u a l  p l a c e  w i t h  m e n .  I n  
1 9 0 5  t h e r e  w e r e  5 2  c o - e d s  i n  S o r 
b o n n e .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  
t h a n  1 0 ,0 0 0 .

L ondon, J a n u a r y  2 8  ( A . P . ) —  
M o r e  w o m a n  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  h e r e  
f r o m  F r a n c e  f o r  t h e  n a v a l  c o n f e r 
e n c e  t h a n  m e n . — E v e n i n g  S t a r ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .
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R I C H E S  A N D  P O V E R T Y

T :

f e a ^ H E  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  
fH J |§  t h e  p e o p l e  m u s t  b e  s u c h  t h a t  p o v e r t y  
s h a l l  d i s a p p e a r ,  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ,  a s  f a r  a s  p o s 
s i b l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  r a n k  a n d  p o s i t i o n ,  s h a l l  
s h a r e  i n  c o m f o r t  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g .  W e  s e e  
a m o n g  u s  m e n  w h o  a r e  o v e r b u r d e n e d  w i t h  
r i c h e s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  t h o s e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e s  w h o  s t a r v e  w i t h  n o t h i n g ;  
t h o s e  w h o  p o s s e s s  s e v e r a l  s t a t e l y  p a l a c e s ,  a n d  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  w h e r e  t o  l a y  t h e i r  h e a d  
. . . T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  w r o n g ,  a n d  
m u s t  b e  r e m e d i e d .  N o w  t h e  r e m e d y  m u s t  b e  
c a r e f u l l y  u n d e r t a k e n .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  b y  
b r i n g i n g  t o  p a s s  a b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  
m e n .  E q u a l i t y  i s  a  c h i m e r a !  I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  
i m p r a c t i c a b l e .  E v e n  i f  e q u a l i t y  c o u l d  b e  
a c h i e v e d  i t  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e ; a n d  i f  i t s  e x i s t 
e n c e  w e r e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  w h o l e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  w o u l d  b e  d e s t r o y e d .  . . . C e r t a i n l y ,  s o m e  
b e i n g  e n o r m o u s l y  r i c h  a n d  o t h e r s  l a m e n t a b l y  
p o o r ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t r o l  
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  I t  i s  i m 
p o r t a n t  t o  l i m i t  r i c h e s ,  a s  i t  i s  a l s o  o f  i m p o r t 
a n c e  t o  l i m i t  p o v e r t y .  E i t h e r  e x t r e m e  i s  n o t  
g o o d .  . . .

“  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  s p e c i a l  l a w s  m a d e ,  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e s e  e x t r e m e s  o f  r i c h e s  a n d  w a n t .  . . . 
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  c o n 
f o r m  t o  t h e  D i v i n e  L a w  w h i c h  g i v e s  e q u a l  
j u s t i c e  t o  a l l .  . . .  N o t  u n t i l  t h i s  i s  d o n e  w i l l  
t h e  L a w  o f  G -od  b e  o b e y e d . ”

— ’ A b d u ’l-B a h d .

i i

Editorial Note: The Baha’i teachings not only condemns poverty 
in the specific words of Baha’u’llah and ’Abdu’l-Baha, but contains 
also economic laws that, when made effective, will completely abolish 
poverty.
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“ W h e n  w e  s e e  p o v e r t y  a l l o w e d  t o  r e a c h  a  c o n d i t i o n ,  o f  
s t a r v a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a  s n r e  s i g n  t h a t  s o m e w h e r e  w e  s h a l l  f i n d  
t y r a n n y .  M e n  m u s t  b e s t i r  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  a n d  n o  
l o n g e r  d e l a y  i n  a l t e r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  b r i n g  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  
g r i n d i n g  p o v e r t y  t o  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e .  ’ ’

— ’A b d u ’l-B a h â .

A n  o p t i m i s t i c  i m p r e s s i o n  e x i s t s  
t h a t  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  
m a n  a n d  i n f i n i t e l y  e x p a n d i n g  h i s  
p o w e r  o f  c r e a t i n g  g o o d s ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  i m p r o v e d  s c i e n c e  o f  a g r i c u l 
t u r e  f u r t h e r  m e c h a n i z e d ,  w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  a b o l i s h i n g  p o v e r t y  f r o m  t h e  
w o r l d .

T h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n l y  i f  
m e t h o d s  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i m p r o v e  
p a r i  p a s s u  w i t h  m e t h o d s  o f  p r o d u c 
t i o n .  N o t  o n l y  t h e  m e t h o d s  b u t  t h e  
g o a l s  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  m u s t  c h a n g e .

H o w  c a n  w e  s p e a k  o f  o v e r - p r o 
d u c t i o n  o f  w h e a t ,  c o r n ,  f r u i t ,  w h i l e  
t h o u s a n d s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  g o  
h u n g r y ?  O f  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
c o t t o n  o r  w o o l  w h i l e  t h o u s a n d s  
s h i v e r  f o r  l a c k  o f  w a r m  c l o t h i n g ?  
O f  o v e r - b u i l d i n g  o f  h o m e s  w h e n  
m i l l i o n s  w a n t  f o r  a d e q u a t e  s h e l t e r ?  
O f  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n  o f  g o o d s  w h e n  
t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  a r e  s t i l l  f a r  
t o o  m e a g e r  a n d  b a r e  f o r  w a n t  o f  
t h e s e  s a m e  g o o d s ?

H o w  i s  i t  t h a t  i t  i s  f o u n d  n e c e s 
s a r y  t o  c u r t a i l  p r o d u c t i o n — t o  l e s 
s e n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  t o  h u 
m a n  n e e d s  i n  f a c t o r y  a n d  f a r m —  
w h e n  h u m a n  n e e d s  s t i l l  e x i s t  t o  t h a t  
d e s p e r a t e  d e g r e e  w h i c h  w e  c a l l  
p o v e r t y ?

S o m e t h i n g  i s  w r o n g  i n  o u r  e c o n 
o m i c  c o n c e p t s ,  s o m e t h i n g  f a t a l l y  
l a c k i n g  i n  e c o n o m i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i f  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  w e a l t h  w i t h  w h i c h  m o d 
e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  o f f e r s  t o  s h o w e r  u s ,  
p r o d u c t i o n  i s  s t o p p e d  s h o r t  a t  t h e  
p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  c o u l d  a n d  w o u l d  e a s 
i l y  e l i m i n a t e  p o v e r t y  f r o m  o u r  s o 
c i a l  s y s t e m .

T h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  f l a g s  
j u s t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  w o u l d  d o  
t h e  m o s t  g o o d  i s  a p p a r e n t .  T h e  
b o u n d a r y  l i n e  i s  o n e  d r a w n  n o t  b y  
n e c e s s a r y  l a w s  o f  h u m a n  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n  b u t  b y  t h a t  i n h e r e n t  g r e e d  
w h i c h  c a u s e s  m a n  t o  a d a p t  h i s  e f 
f o r t s  s o l e l y  t o  m o n i t a r y  c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n s .  T h e  p o i n t  a t  w h i c h  t h e  
m a s s e s  c e a s e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  
g o o d s  i s  t h e  e x a c t  p o i n t  w h e r e  f a c 
t o r i e s  s h u t  d o w n ,  w h e e l s  s t o p  r e 
v o l v i n g ,  a n d  f a r m e r s  p l o w  u n d e r  
t h e i r  c r o p s  f o r  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a t t e m p t  t o  h a r v e s t  a n d  m a r 
k e t  t h e m .  H u m a n  e f f o r t  s t o p s ,  
i d l e n e s s  h a l t s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  n e c e s 
s i t i e s ,  y e t  e v e r y w h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  
i n  d e s p e r a t e  w a n t .  T h i s  i s  a n  
a m a z i n g  s i t u a t i o n !  I t  i s  n o t  c o m 
p l e t e l y  r e m e d i e d  b y  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
c h e s t s .
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I t  c a n  b e  r e m e d i e d  o n l y  b y  a  c o m 
p l e t e  r e v i s i o n  o f  h u m a n  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h i c h  t h e  p u b l i c  
a s  a  w h o l e  e f f e c t s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  m e a n s  o f  l i v e l i h o o d  t o  
e v e r y  m e m b e r  i n  i t ,  e x e r t i n g  a l l  i t s  
j o i n t  a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e  p o w e r s  t o 
w a r d  t h i s  e n d  a n d  n e v e r  d e s i s t i n g  
f r o m  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r  t i l l  t h e  e s s e n 
t i a l  n e e d s  o f  a l l ,  b o t h  h i g h  a n d  lo w ,  
a r e  m e t .

T h i s  i s  m e r e l y  c a r r y i n g  t h e  
G o l d e n  R u l e  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i 
d u a l  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  o f  h u m a n 
i t y .  I t  i s  m e r e l y  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  a n  
o r g a n i z e d  w a y  t h a t  C h a r i t y  w h i c h ,  I  
t a k e  i t ,  w a s  t h e  m a i n  p u r p o r t  o f  
C h r i s t ’s  m i s s i o n  h e r e  o n  e a r t h .  
F u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  i d e n 
t i c a l  w i t h  t h a t  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  
w h i c h  a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  p r e a c h e d .

Y e t  u p  t o  d a t e  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  h a s  
c o n c e i v e d  n o  p r a c t i c a b l e  w a y  o f  
a b o l i s h i n g  p o v e r t y .

S a i d  S e n a t o r  S m o o t  r e c e n t l y  
f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e :  “ T h e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  o u r  g r e a t  
c i t i e s  m a k e  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  
t e n e m e n t  h o u s e s  a n d  m a k e  i t  n e c e s 
s a r y  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  l i v e  a s  t h e y  d o .  
I  w i s h  t o  G o d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  
t o  l i v e  a s  t h e y  d o ,  b u t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  
w e  h a v e  i t  t o d a y  a n d  t h e  c o n g e s t i o n  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  g r e a t  c e n t e r s  h a v e  
b r o u g h t  i t  a b o u t ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  
h o w  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a v o i d e d .  I  
h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  a  
d o z e n  t i m e s  o r  m o r e .  . . .  I  h a v e  
n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  w e  
a r e  e v e r  g o i n g  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  c o n d i 
t i o n s  u n d e r  o u r  p r e s e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  
s o  c a l l e d . ”  S m o o t ’s  p r e p l e x i t y  i s  
n o  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  m e n

w h o  h a v e  g i v e n  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  s a m e  
t h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t u r i e s .

B u t  B a h a ’u ’l l a h ,  l a y i n g  d o w n  t h e  
l a w s  f o r  t h e  d i v i n e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c o m 
p l e t e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h a t  d e g r e e  o f  
e c o n o m i c  d i s t r e s s  w h i c h  w e  c a l l  
p o v e r t y .

I n  t h e  B a h a ’ i  S t a t e ,  j u s t  a s  i t  
i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s o  i t  i s  
t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  s u p 
p o r t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  G r a d u a t e d  i n 
c o m e  t a x e s  b a s e d  o n  e x c e s s  o f  i n 
c o m e  o v e r  a c t u a l  n e e d s  o n  t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  f o r t u n a t e  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  
p r o v i d e  a n  a m p l e  f u n d  f r o m  w h i c h  
e x c e s s  o f  a c t u a l  n e e d s  o v e r  i n c o m e  
i s  m e t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n a b l e  
a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e .

T h u s  w i l l  t h e  d i v i n e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  f u t u r e  e l i m i n a t e  f r o m  
h u m a n  l i f e  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  w i l d  
b e a s t s — t h e  w o l f  a t  t h e  d o o r .  
T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  k n o w n  d e s p e r a t e  
e c o n o m i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i l l  a p 
p r e c i a t e  w h a t  i t  w i l l  m e a n  t o  l i v e  
i n  a  s o c i e t y  s o  c o o p e r a t i v e  t h a t  n o  
s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  i t  h a s  e v e r  t o  
f a c e  t h e  c o s m o s  a l o n e  a n d  u n a i d e d .

T h e  g r e a t  F e a r  t h a t  h a u n t s  t h e  
l i v e s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e —  
F e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  a n d  o f  w a n t — w i l l  
g i v e  p l a c e  t o  u n i v e r s a l  f a i t h  a n d  
c o n f i d e n c e  w h e n  t h e  p o o l e d  e n e r g y ,  
a b i l i t y ,  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  h u m a n i t y  

l i e  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  e v e r y  i n 

d i v i d u a l .  N e v e r  a g a i n  t h e n  w i l l  

a n y  h u m a n  s o u l  n e e d  t o  f a c e  a  

g - a u n t  a n d  d e s p e r a t e  u n i v e r s e  

n a k e d  a n d  u n a r m e d  a n d  u n b e 

f r i e n d e d .
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T H E  N A V A L  C O N F E R E N C E

A  L O N D O N  B A H A ’I  V I E W  O F  T H E  M E M O R A B L E  P E A C E  
G A T H E R I N G -  I N  T H E  B R I T I S H  C A P I T A L

A n n i e  B .  R o m e e

Secretary of the London Baha’i Assembly

O N D O N ’S  B a h a ’i  C o m m u n i t y  
h a s  h a d  t h e  h i g h  p r i v i l e g e  

d u r i n g  t h e s e  l a s t  w e e k s  o f  c l o s e  
t o u c h  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w o r l d  
p e a c e  m o v e m e n t s  i n  h i s t o r y .

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a  t h r i l l 
i n g  o n e  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  w h o  s e e  
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e s 
m e n  f r o m  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  a s s e m b l e d  
h e r e  t h e  v i v i f y i n g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e  
u s h e r e d  i n t o  b e i n g  b y  t h e  n e w  r e 
v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d  t h r o u g h  B a h a ’u -  
’l l a h ,  w i t h  i t s  d o m i n a n t  n o t e  t h e  u n i 
f i c a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  a n d  t h e  e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M o s t  G r e a t  P e a c e .

T h e  t h r i l l  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t e r  
f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  L o n d o n ,  
C a p i t a l  o f  a n  E m p i r e  f o u n d e d  u p o n  
p r e d o m i n a n t  s e a  p o w e r ,  t h a t  h a s  
s u p p l i e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  a  C o n f e r 
e n c e  t h e  a v o w e d  p u r p o s e  o f  w h i c h  
w a s  t o  s c o r e  a n  a d v a n c e  t o w a r d  t h a t  
g e n e r a l  w o r l d  d i s a r m a m e n t  w h i c h  
B a h a ’u ’l l a h  f o r e t o l d ,  b y  f i r s t  e l i 
m i n a t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  n a v a l  a r m 
a m e n t s  a m o n g  t h e  w o r l d ’s  g r e a t  s e a  
p o w e r s .

I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  
s e e s  t h e  l i g h t ,  t h a t  p u r p o s e  w i l l  
h a v e  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  
m a n d a t e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  n a 
t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  F i v e  P o w e r  N a v a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d  
b y  t h e i r  d e l e g a t e s  s i g n i n g  a  t r e a t y  
b i n d i n g  t h e  P o w e r s  t o  d e f i n i t e  r e 
s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s i z e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  
o f  t h e i r  n a v i e s .  T h i s  s e e m e d  a  n o t  
i m p o s s i b l e  p r o s p e c t  w h e n  t h e s e  
l i n e s  w e r e  p e n n e d  i n  m i d - F e b r u a r y .

B u t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  h o p e s  t h a t  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  g o  m u c h  f u r 

t h e r  a n d  p r e s c r i b e  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  o f  
n a v a l  p r u n i n g  a s  t o  c a u s e  t h e  r e d u c 
t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’s  a r m e d  s e a  f o r c e s  
t o  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  r e p r e 
s e n t  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
n a v a l  c o n s t a b u l a r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  
w o r l d  o r d e r l i n e s s  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  
t h a t  a  c i t y  p o l i c e  f o r c e  i s  m a i n t a i n 
e d  t o  k e e p  o r d e r  i n  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

S u c h  a n  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  t o o  m u c h  t o  p r a y  f o r ,  
a n d  n o  l e s s  a n  i d e a l  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  
m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  d e v o u t  p e t i 
t i o n e r s  t h a t  d i v i n e  g u i d a n c e  m i g h t  
l e a d  t h e  c o n f e r e e s  t o  a  s u p r e m e  
h e i g h t  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

C e r t a i n l y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
s e n s i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b u t  
t h e  e t h i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  i m p o r t  o f  
t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  h o p i n g  
a n d  p r a y i n g  f e r v e n t l y  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  f a i l u r e  i n  i t s  
f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h a t ,  i f  
m o r e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i t y ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  p o i n t e d  t h e  w a y  
t o  g r e a t e r  p e a c e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  l e s s o n s  i t  h a s  t a u g h t  t h e  
w a t c h i n g  w o r l d .

T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  w e e k s  o f  t h e  C o n 
f e r e n c e ,  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  a s  t h i s  w a s  
w r i t t e n ,  s h o w e d  t h e  c o n f e r e e s  m o v 
i n g  c a u t i o u s l y ,  w i t h  e v i d e n t  d e s i r e  
n o t  t o  t r e a d  u p o n  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  t o e s ,  
a s  i f  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  
p r o v o k i n g  a  d i s h a r m o n y  a m o n g  
t h e m  w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  i m p o s s i 
b l e  t o  r e a l i z e  f u l l y  t h e  w o r l d - w i d e  
m a n d a t e  g i v e n  t h e m ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  r e 
s t r i c t  t h e  f l o a t i n g  a r m  o f  w o r l d  
a r m a m e n t s  b u t  t o  r e d u c e  i t  t o  a
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p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
a n o t h e r  w a r  b r e a k i n g  o u t  t h r o u g h  
s e a - p o w e r  r i v a l r y  w o u l d  b e  p r a c t i 
c a l l y  p r e c l u d e d .

T h e r e  w e r e  s i g n s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  
p e r i o d  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m o o t h  
s a i l i n g  m i g h t  b e  o v e r  a n d  t h a t  
s t o r m i e r  s e a s  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  b e  e n 
c o u n t e r e d .  N o b l e ,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
a n d  f a r - s e e i n g  a s  w e r e  t h e  p u r p o s e s  
o f  P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r  a n d  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  E a m s e y  M a c d o n a l d  i n  
b r i n g i n g  t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  t o g e t h e r ,  
i n f l u e n c e s  w e r e  a t  w o r k  i n  a n d  
a b o u t  i t  s u c h  a s  t o  c a u s e  f e a r s  t h a t  
i f  t h e s e  i n f l u e n c e s  w e r e  n o t  c o m 
b a t t e d  b y  o t h e r  a n d  h i g h e r  f o r c e s  
t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r 
e n c e  w o u l d  r e s t  u p o n  t h e  m i n i m u m  
l e v e l  i n s t e a d  o f  t r e n d i n g  w e l l  u p  t o 
w a r d  t h e  m a x i m u m  o f  w h a t  i t  
m i g h t  a c h i e v e .

T h e  p r a y e r s  o f  a l l  o f  u s  h a v e  
b e e n  t h a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  m i g h t  b e  
l i f t e d  u p  t o  a n  e v e n  h i g h e r  p l a n e  
t h a n  t h a t  u p o n  w h i c h  i t  h a s  t h u s  f a r  
b e e n  t r a v e l i n g  s o  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  
u l t i m a t e  g o o d  t o  w o r l d  p e a c e  
s h o u l d  r e s u l t .

T h i s  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  n o  s p i r i t  o f  p e s 
s i m i s m  a s  t o  t h e  o u t c o m e ,  o r  e v e n  
o f  d i s p a r a g e m e n t  o f  w h a t  t h e  N a v a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  h a s  d o n e  t o  d a t e .  T h e  
g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  h e r e  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  
t h e  u t t e r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p a r l e y  w a s  
u n t h i n k a b l e .  B u t  t h e  h i g h e r  h o p e  
h a s  p e r s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d ’s  
s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e s  w o u l d  b e  s t i r r e d  t o  
s u c h  a n  i n t e n s i t y — -be s o  f o c u s s e d  
u p o n  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
f i n d  t h e i r  m i g h t y  i m p u l s e  i n e s c a p 
a b l e  a n d  w o u l d  t r a n s c e n d  e v e n  t h e  
h i g h e s t  h o p e s  f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s .

W h i l e  t h e  d i p l o m a t s  h a v e  b e e n  
c o n s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p r e c i n c t s  
o f  l o v e l y  o l d  S t .  J a m e s ’s  P a l a c e ,

t h e  p e a c e  l o v e r s  h a v e  w o r k e d  s t e a d 
i l y  o n  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  C a u s e  o f  P e a c e  
i n  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  o f  t h e  p e o 
p l e .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w a s  m o u l d e d  
i n t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  p e a c e .  C o u n t 
l e s s  p r a y e r s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  t h e  O n e  
T r u e  G o d  f o r  p e a c e ; m a n y  s o c i e t i e s  
s e n t  f o r t h  l e a f l e t s  a d v o c a t i n g  p e a c e  
a n d  s h o w i n g  t h e  s t u p i d i t y  o f  
s q u a n d e r i n g  t h e  w o r l d ’s  w e a l t h  o n  
i m p l e m e n t s  o f  w a r ; p e o p l e  h a v e  
b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  a n d  
a s  i f  t o  f o r m  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  r e a l i s 
t i c  h o r r o r  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  b e e n  f l o o d 
e d  w i t h  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  w a r .  
S o  t e r r i b l e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e ,  a n d  
s o  h a r r o w i n g ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  b e s t  
p e a c e  p r o p a g a n d a  p o s s i b l e .

H i g h  a b o v e  a l l  t h e  s t i r r i n g s  o f  
c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  s p i r i t  r i n g  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  p r o m i s e s  o f  B a h a ’u ’l l a h  
a n d  ’A b d u ’l - B a h a ,  a n d  a  s p e c i a l  e f 
f o r t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  
t h e s e  t e a c h i n g s  o n  P e a c e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  w e r e  
p r i n t e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n :

‘ ‘ P r o m  n o w  o n  l e s s e r  a n d  l e s s e r  
w i l l  b e  t h e  m a g i c  s p e l l  o f  w a r ;  
g r e a t e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  w i l l  b e  t h e  i n 
f l u e n c e  o f  p e a c e .  T h e  d a y  i s  c o m i n g  
w h e n  t h e  d o v e  o f  p e a c e  s h a l l  r e i g n  
o v e r  a l l  t h e  c o n t i n e n t s ,  t h e  l a w s  o f  
p e a c e  s h a l l  r u l e  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  
t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  w a r  w i l l  b e  e x p e n d 
e d  o n  t h a t  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c i v e  
t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d .

T h e  l a w  o f  p e a c e  h a s  c o m e  t o  
s t a y .  W e  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  r a d i a n t  
a g e  o f  p e a c e .  T h e  a n g e l s  o f  p e a c e  
a r e  h o v e r i n g  a b o v e  o u r  h e a d s .  W e  
a r e  d a i l y  a d v a n c i n g  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  
p e a c e .  T h e  a r m y  o f  p e a c e  i s  b e i n g  
r e c r u i t e d  f r o m  a m o n g  a l l  n a t i o n s  

a n d  p e o p l e s .  L e t  t h e  p e a c e m a k e r s  

k n o w  t h a t  t h e  u n c o n q u e r a b l e  p o w e r  

o f  G o d  i s  b e h i n d  t h e m .  ’ ’
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S P I R I T U A L  F R E E D O M

G e n e v i e v e  L .  C o y

a  O R  s o m e  m o n t h s  m y  f r i e n d s  
a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

d i s c u s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
s p i r i t u a l  f r e e d o m .  W e  h e a r  m u c h  
t a l k  a b o u t  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
a b o u t  u s ; w e  r e a d  m u c h  o f  t h e  n e w  
f r e e d o m s  o f  t h i s  a g e .  I s  t h i s  f r e e 
d o m  o f  w h i c h  w e  h e a r  a  s p i r i t u a l  
f r e e d o m !  E v e r y  d a y  w e  m e e t  p e o 
p l e  w h o  a r e  s o  o b v i o u s l y  i n  s l a v e r y  
t o  a  p r e j u d i c e ,  t o  a  f e a r ,  t o  a  j e a l 
o u s y ,  t o  a  l o n g - c h e r i s h e d  a n g e r .  D o  
t h e y  k n o w  b y  w h a t  b o n d s  t h e y  a r e  
h e l d !  D o  t h e y  c a r e  t o  b e  f r e e !  
W h e n  w e  a n a l y z e  o u r  o w n  c o n d u c t  
w e  o f t e n  h a v e  t o  s a y  t o  o u r  h e a r t s ,  
“ Y o u  w o u l d  d o  t h a t  o n e  w o r t h 
w h i l e ,  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t h i n g  w h i c h  y o u  
a r e  s h i r k i n g ,  i f  y o u  w e r e  f r e e  f r o m  
s u c h  a n d  s u c h  a  b i n d i n g  f e a r . ”  A n d  
i f  o n e  d e s i r e s  f r e e d o m  s u f f i c i e n t l y ,  
t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  w a y  f o r  o n e  t o  a t 
t a i n  i t .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  h a v e  a s k e d  
o u r s e l v e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  “ W h a t  a r e  
s o m e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  g r o w t h  t o w a r d  f r e e 
d o m  o f  t h e  s p i r i t !  W h a t  i d e a s ,  
f e e l i n g s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i l l  h e l p  
u s  t o  m a k e  m o r e  r a p i d  p r o g r e s s  t o 
w a r d  t h a t  t r u e  f r e e d o m  w e  d e s i r e !  ’ ’ 

O n e  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m i n d  
w h i c h  m o s t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l  
f r e e d o m  i s  o u r  e x t r e m e  d e p e n d e n c e  
o n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s .  W .  L .  
C o m f o r t  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  “ t h e  d a r k  
s l a v e r y  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  o t h e r s . ”  
W e  o f t e n  s e e  c l e a r l y  w h a t  i s  t h e  
r i g h t  p a t h  f o r  u s  t o  f o l l o w  t o  g a i n  
a  w o r t h y  e n d ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e r e  r i s e s  
t h a t  s a t a n i c  w h i s p e r ,  “ W h a t  w o u l d  
p e o p l e  s a y !  M r s .  J .  w o u l d  t h i n k  
y o u  w e r e  q u i t e  c r a z y  i f  y o u  d i d  
t h a t !  Y o u r  f r i e n d  M a r y  w o u l d  
m i s u n d e r s t a n d  y o u . ”  A n d  s o  w e

t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  
a n o t h e r  c o u r s e  w o u l d  s e r v e  t h e  p u r 

p o s e  j u s t  a s  w e l l .
O n c e  a t  G r e e n  A c r e  I  h e a r d  M r s .  

S t i r l i n g  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  m o n k ,  

B r o t h e r  T i m o t h y .  H e  w e n t  t o  h i s  
S u p e r i o r  a n d  s a i d ,  “ R e v e r e n d  S i r ,  
w i l l  y o u  p l e a s e  e x p l a i n  t o  m e  w h a t  
i s  m e a n t  b y  b e i n g  ‘ d e a d  t o  p r a i s e  
a n d  b l a m e ’ ! ”  H i s  S u p e r i o r  r e 
p l i e d ,  “ L a t e r  I  w i l l  t e l l  y o u .  N o w  
I  h a v e  a  t a s k  f o r  y o u .  Y o u  r e m e m 
b e r  B r o t h e r  J o h n  w h o  d i e d  a  m o n t h  
a g o  i s  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n .  I  w i s h  
y o u  t o  s p e n d  a n  h o u r  b y  h i s  g r a v e ,  
s a y i n g  a l o u d  a l l  t h e  k i n d e s t  t h i n g s  
y o u  c a n  a b o u t  h i m .  P r a i s e  h i s  k i n d 
n e s s ,  h i s  g e n t l e n e s s ,  h i s  i n d u s t r y .  
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  h o u r  r e t u r n  t o  
m e . ”  T h e  m o n k ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
t r a i n i n g ,  a s k e d  n o  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  
d i d  a s  h e  w a s  t o l d .  W h e n  h e  r e 
t u r n e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  h o u r ,  h i s  
S u p e r i o r  s a i d ,  “ N o w  s p e n d  a n o t h e r  
h o u r  b y  t h e  g r a v e  o f  B r o t h e r  J o h n ,  
b u t  t h i s  t i m e  s a y  a l l  t h e  u n c o m p l i 
m e n t a r y  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  o f .  
R e c a l l  s o m e  o f  h i s  l i t t l e  p e t t i n e s s e s .  
M a k e  u p  u n k i n d  r e m a r k s ,  i f  n e e d  
b e .  ’ ’ B r o t h e r  T i m o t h y ,  i n  s o m e  d i s 
t r e s s  o f  s p i r i t ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h i s  i n 
s t r u c t i o n .  W h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  h i s  
S u p e r i o r ’s  p r e s e n c e  a g a i n ,  h e  w a s  
a s k e d ,  “ W h a t  d i d  B r o t h e r  J o h n  
s a y  o r  d o  w h e n  y o u  p r a i s e d  h i m ! ”  
I n  s u r p r i s e  t h e  m o n k  r e p l i e d ,  
“ N o t h i n g ,  F a t h e r ! ”  “ T h e n  w h a t  
d i d  h e  d o  w h e n  y o u  c e n s u r e d  h i m !  
S u r e l y  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  
a n s w e r  t o  t h a t ! ”  “ N o ,  F a t h e r ,  
n o n e ! H o w  c o u l d  t h e r e  b e !  B r o t h e r  
J o h n  i s  d e a d / ”  “ T h a t ,  m y  s o n ,  i s  
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  y o u  s o u g h t .  
B r o t h e r  J o h n  i s  d e a d  t o  p r a i s e  a n d
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b l a m e .  I t  m a k e s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
h i m .  S t r i v e  y o u  t o  a t t a i n  s u c b  a  
s t a t e  t h a t  y o u  a l s o ,  t h o u g h  y o u  s t i l l  
w a l k  o n  t h i s  e a r t h ,  m a y  b e  d e a d  t o  
p r a i s e  a n d  b l a m e . ”

S u c h  a n  i d e a l  o f  f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  a n d  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s  
d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  f a i l  
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  o r  
t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  w a n t o n l y  i g n o r e  t h e  
i d e a l s  a n d  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  
f r i e n d s  a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  I t  d o e s  
m e a n  t h a t  w h e n  w e  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  
a l l  t h e  d a t a  o n  a  g i v e n  p r o b l e m ,  

p r a y e r f u l l y '  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a n d  d e 
c i d e d  o n  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n ,  w e  
s h o u l d  p u r s u e  i t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  
p r a i s e  o r  b l a m e  t h a t  m a y  c o m e  t o  
u s .  T h i s  i s  a  h i g h  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  i d e a l .

A n o t h e r  h i n d r a n c e  t o  t r u e  f r e e 
d o m  i s  o n e  t h a t  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g .  I t  c o n s i s t s  i n  t r y 
i n g  t o  b e  w h a t  o n e  i s  n o t .  B y  t h i s  I  
d o  n o t  m e a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n  e n d e a v o r  
t o  g r o w  u p  t o  o n e ’s  h i g h e s t  i d e a l  
o f  o n e ’s  t r u e  s e l f .  I  m e a n  t r y i n g  
t o  b e  t h e  s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  G -od  n e v e r  
m e a n t  o n e  t o  b e .  E a c h  o f  u s  h a s  
a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w h i c h  w e  o f t e n  f a i l  
t o  c u l t i v a t e .  W e  s e e  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  
w h o m  w e  a d m i r e  a n d  w e  s a y  w i t h i n  
o u r s e l v e s ,  “ W h a t  a  f i n e  p e r s o n !  
T h a t  i s  j u s t  w h a t  I  w i l l  b e  l i k e ,  s o  
h e l p  m e  G o d ! ”  A n d  w e  s e t  o u t  t o  
b u i l d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  s o m e  o n e  e l s e ’s  
p a t t e r n !  W e  a r e  l i k e  t h e  l i t t l e  p i n e  
t r e e  t h a t  s i g h e d  f o r  g o l d e n  l e a v e s ,  
a l l  u n m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  g i f t  i t  h a d  f o r  
t h e  w o r l d  i n  i t s  l o n g ,  e v e r g r e e n  
n e e d l e s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h i s  d e s i r e  t o  
b e  w h a t  o n e  i s  n o t  i s  a  c o n s c i o u s  
p o s i n g ,  a  d e s i r e  t o  d e c e i v e  o t h e r s .  
M o r e  o f t e n  i t  i s  a  s i n c e r e  l o n g i n g  
f o r  a  r e a l  g o o d — b u t  o n e  t h a t  i s  n o t  
o u r s .  H o w  c a n  w e  f i n d  f r e e d o m  i n  
s t r u g g l i n g  t o  b e  a n o t h e r ?  I n  h i s

t r u l y  c r e a t i v e  b o o k ,  “ C r e a t i v e  
P o w e r , ”  H u g h e s  M e a r n s  w r i t e s ,  
“ T h a t  p o w e r f u l  r e b e l  w i t h i n  u s  
w h i c h  n e v e r  r e a l l y  s u c c u m b s  t o  c i r 
c u m s t a n c e ,  t h a t  c r e a t o r ,  w h o  m a y  
f a s h i o n  m i r a c l e s  o u t  o f  t h e  d u s t  o f  
t h e  e a r t h ,  t h a t ,  I  o f t e n  f a n c y ,  i s  t h e  
i m a g e  G o d  c r e a t e d  i n  H i s  o w n  l i k e 
n e s s .  G o d ,  I  t h i n k ,  d o e s  n o t  f a i l ;  i t  
i s  w e  w h o  c o n t i n u a l l y  m i s s  H i s  
m e a n i n g .  ’ ’

W e  w o u l d  a l l  a d m i t  t h a t  o n e  o f  
t h e  m o s t  i n s i d i o u s  h i n d r a n c e s  t o  
s p i r i t u a l  f r e e d o m  l i e s  i n  o u r  f e a r s .  
A t  a  l u n c h e o n  i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s  s e v e n 
t i e t h  b i r t h d a y ,  D r .  J o h n  D e w e y  
s p o k e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t r u e  h a p p i n e s s .  A m o n g  t h e  
m o s t  s e r i o u s  o f  s u c h  h i n d r a n c e s  h e  
m e n t i o n e d  f e a r , — a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  i n -  
t e r e f e r e s  w i t h  a n  o u t g o i n g ,  o p e n 
a r m e d  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  l i f e  a n d  p e o 
p l e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  k i n d s  o f  
f e a r s  t h a t  k e e p  o n e  f r o m  f r e e d o m  
t h a t  o n l y  a  f e w  m a y  b e  m e n t i o n e d  
h e r e .  T h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t ,  a l l - p e r v a d 
i n g  f e a r  o f  w h a t  o t h e r s  w i l l  t h i n k  o f  
u s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d .  
A n o t h e r  f e a r  w h i c h  i s  a  b l a c k  w a v e ,  
t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  j o y  o f  m i l l i o n s ,  i s  
f e a r  f o r  o n e ’s  m a t e r i a l  f u t u r e .  T h i s  
i s  o f t e n  s o  d e e p l y  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  
i n s t i l l e d  d u r i n g  c h i l d h o o d  t h a t  t h e  
g r o w n  m a n  c a n  n e v e r  f r e e  h i m s e l f  
f r o m  i t s  s h a d o w .  H e  i s  s o  i n t e n t  
o n  m a k i n g  o l d  a g e  s e c u r e  t h a t  h e  
s u d d e n l y  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  a g e d  b e f o r e  
h e  h a s  t a k e n  t i m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  l i f e .  H e  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  
C h r i s t ,  “ C o n s i d e r  t h e  l i l i e s  o f  t h e  
f i e ld .  . . . T a k e  n o  t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  
m o r r o w ,  ’ ’— w o r d s  w h i c h  K a h l i l  
G i b r a n  h a s  s o  f i n e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d :—  
“ G o  f o r t h  i n  y o u r  l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
f i e l d s ,  a n d  s i t  b y  t h e  l i l i e s ,  a n d  y o u  
s h a l l  h e a r  t h e m  h u m m i n g  i n  t h e  s u n .
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T h e y  w e a v e  n o t  c l o t h  o r  r a i m e n t ,  

n o r  d o  t h e y  r a i s e  w o o d  o r  s t o n e  f o r  

s h e l t e r ,  y e t  t h e y  s i n g .  H e  w h o  w o r k s  

i n  t h e  n i g h t  f u l f i l l s  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  

t h e  d e w  o f  H i s  g r a c e  i s  u p o n  t h e i r  

p e t a l s .  A n d  a r e  n o t  y o u  a l s o  H i s  

c a r e ,  w h o  n e v e r  w e a r i e s  n o r  r e s t s !  

.  .  .  B e  n o t  h e e d f u l  o f  t h e  m o r r o w ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  g a z e  u p o n  t o d a y ,  f o r  s u f 

f i c i e n t  f o r  t o d a y  i s  t h e  m i r a c l e  

t h e r e o f . ”

T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  w e a l t h  o f  m a 

t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  f e a r  t h e  l o s s  o f  

t h e m .  A l l  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  

a r e  s o  c l o s e l y  b o u n d  u p  w i t h  things, 
t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  l i f e  w o u l d  f a l l  t o  

r u i n  s h o u l d  t h e s e  p o s s e s s i o n s  b e  

t a k e n  f r o m  t h e m .  W a s  i t  t o  t e a c h  

a s  h o w  t o  m e e t  t h e  l o s s  o f  m a t e r i a l  

t h i n g s  t h a t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  t r a v e l e d  

t h a t  l o n g ,  s w i f t  r o a d  f r o m  t h e  l u x 

u r y  o f  a  P e r s i a n  p a l a c e  t o  t h e  

s q u a l o r  o f  a  P e r s i a n  p r i s o n !

A n o t h e r  f e a r  t h a t  d e s t r o y s  h a l f  

d i e  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  

d i e  o n e  t h a t  m o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

l a v e  l a b e l l e d  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  i n f e r i o r -  

t y .  W e  m e a s u r e  o u r s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  

) t h e r s ,  a n d  t h i n k ,  “ W h a t  a  n o - a c -  

; o u n t  p e r s o n  I  m u s t  s e e m !  1  c a n ’ t  

i c h i e v e  a n y t h i n g  g r e a t  ! W h y  

n u l d n ’ t  I  h a v e  c h a r m  a n d  w i t  l i k e  

u s !  I ’ l l  j u s t  k e e p  q u i e t  a n d  n o t  d o  

m y t h i n g  a n d  m a y b e  n o  o n e  w i l l  n o 

i c e  h o w  s t u p i d  I  a m .  ’  ’  A n d  o f  

n u r s e  t h e  p e r s o n  w i t h  w h o m  w e  

r e  c o m p a r i n g  o u r s e l v e s  m a y  b e  

h i n k i n g  i d e n t i c a l  t h o u g h t s !  S u c h  

n  a t t i t u d e  i s  o b v i o u s  l a c k  o f  f a i t h ,  

r o d  s o m e h o w  m a d e  a  m i s t a k e  w h e n  

e  c r e a t e d  o u r  s p i r i t s ;  H e  s u r e l y  

h o u l c l  h a v e  m a d e  e a c h  b i r d  a  l a r k ,  

a c h  f l o w e r  a  r o s e ! W e  f a i l  t o  p r i z e  

u r  o w n  g i f t s ,  w h i c h  H o d  w o u l d  

e l p  u s  b u i l d  i n t o  b e a u t y  i f  w e  

ro u l d  f o l l o w  H i s  g u i d a n c e .

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  w h o  f e a r  d e a t h ,

— “ t h e  b r e a t h l e s s  d a r k n e s s  a n d  t h e  

n a r r o w  t o m b . ”  F o r  o n e  w h o  b e 

l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  e a r t h - l i f e  d e s t r o y s  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  m a n ,  d e a t h  i s  p e r 

h a p s  a  j u s t i f i a b l e  f e a r .  S u c h  a n  

o n e  m u s t  t a k e  w h a t  d r y  c o m f o r t  h e  

c a n  f r o m  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  

l a w  o f  n a t u r e  i s  b i r t h ,  l i f e ,  d e a t h ,  

a n d  t h e n  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  m o v i n g -  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  c y c l e .  B u t  t o  o n e  

w h o  k n o w s  t h a t  e a c h  s o u l  i s  i n d e 

s t r u c t i b l e , — a  s i n g l e  e l e m e n t  w h i c h  

c a n n o t  b e  d e c o m p o s e d ,  d e a t h  s h o u l d  

b e  n o  s o u r c e  o f  f e a r .  I t  i s  t h e  d o o r  

i n t o  o u r  n e x t  s c h o o l - r o o m ,  t h e  n a r 

r o w  v a l l e y  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a  m o r e  

g l o r i o u s  h e i g h t  a n d  a  w i d e r  v i s i o n .

O u r  h u m a n  l o v e s  a n d  a f f e c t i o n s  

o f t e n  d e l a y  o u r  p r o g r e s s  o n  t h e  w a y  

t o  s p i r i t u a l  f r e e d o m .  W h e n e v e r  w e  

d e s i r e  t o  possess  t h o s e  w e  l o v e ,  w e  

l o s e  o u r  f r e e d o m .  M r .  C o m f o r t  h a s  

e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  f a c t  v i v i d l y  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s ,  “ T o  b e  f r e e — - 

t h a t  i s  t o  b e  i r r e s i s t i b l e .  D o  y o u  

w a n t  l o v e !  Y o u  o n l y  s p o i l  i t  w h e n  

y o u  s t i p u l a t e  w h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  s h a l l  

b e .  .  .  .  T h e  g r e a t  l o v e  i s  g i v i n g :  

g r e a t  l o v e  i s  i n c a n d e s c e n c e . ”  T h e  

s a m e  i d e a  h a s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  

s o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p o e t r y  o f  t h e  

w o r l d .  I n  T a g o r e ’ s  p o e m  i n  “ T h e  

G - a r d e n e r , ”  w e  f i n d  t h i s  s i m p l e  e x 

p r e s s i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  t r u t h :

“ Why did the flower fade?
1  pressed it to my heart with 

anxious love, that is why the 
flower faded.

“ Why did the stream dry up?
I  put a dam across it to have it 

for  my use, that is why the stream 
dried up.”

N o t  o n l y  d o  w e  l o s e  t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r  

f r i e n d s  w h e n  w e  t r y  t o  p o s s e s s  

t h e m .  W e  m a k e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  

c h a i n s  o f  d o u b t  a n d  f e a r ,  a n d  u n t i l
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t h e y  a r e  b r o k e n ,  w e  h a v e  n o  p o w e r  

t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d .

H o w  s h a l l  w e  b u i l d  f o r  f r e e d o m  

i n  t h e  m o s t  c o n s t r u c t i v e  w a y  p o s 

s i b l e !  S p i r i t u a l  f r e e d o m  i s  t h e  a t 

t a i n m e n t  o f  a  l i f e  t i m e — p e r h a p s  o f  

e t e r n i t y .  I t  i s  a n  i d e a l  t h a t  m o v e s  

b e f o r e  u s  a s  w e  g o  f o r w a r d .  B u t  

e a c h  d a y  m a y  s e e  u s  a  l i t t l e  w a y  

a h e a d ,  i f  w e  c o n s c i o u s l y  w o r k  f o r  

i t .

H o w  s h a l l  w e  b e c o m e  f r e e  f r o m  

t o o  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n s  

o f  o t h e r s !  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  

o n e  s u r e  w a y  t o  s u c h  f r e e d o m .  L e t  

u s  s a y  t o  o u r s e l v e s ,  “ W h a t  w o u l d  

t h e  M a s t e r  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t !  W h a t  

w o u l d  t h e  M a s t e r  d o  u n d e r  t h o s e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ! ”  I f  w e  e a r n e s t l y  

t r y  t o  d o  w h a t  H e  w o u l d  d o ,  t h e  

o n l y  a p p r o v a l  w e  n e e d  s e e k  i s  H i s  

a p p r o v a l ;  t h e  o n l y  c e n s u r e  w e  n e e d  

d r e a d  i s  o u r  o w n  i n n e r  c o n v i c t i o n  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  

M a s t e r  c o u l d  n o t  p r a i s e .  I n  o u r  

f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  H i m  w e  f i n d  f r e e 

d o m  f r o m  “ t h e  d a r k  s l a v e r y  o f  t h e  

o p i n i o n s  o f  o t h e r s . ”  I n  “ T h e  M y s 

t e r i o u s  F o r c e s  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n ”  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h i s  i l l u m 

i n a t i n g  s e n t e n c e ,  “ F o r  I ,  a  w a n d e r 

e r  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  G o d ’ s  l o v e ,  

h a v e  s t r a y e d  i n t o  a  w o r l d  w h e r e i n  

c e n s u r e  a n d  p r a i s e ,  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  c o n t u m e l y  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  w o r t h . ”  

N o  o n e  w h o  h a s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  d i v i n e  

a s s u r a n c e  o f  ’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a ’ s  l i v i n g  

c a n  d o u b t  t h a t  p r a i s e  a n d  b l a m e  

w e r e  “ o f  l i t t l e  w o r t h ”  t o  H i m .

H o w  s h a l l  w e  w i n  f r e e  f r o m  o u r  

s l a v e r y  t o  f e a r !  F i r s t ,  w e  n e e d  t o  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  f e a r  i s  a l w a y s  a  d e 

s t r o y e r  a n d  n e v e r  a  b u i l d e r .  T h i s  

i s  t r u e  e v e n  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e .  

I t  s e e m s  t o  b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  f e a r  i s  a  

p h y s i c a l  d e p r e s s a n t .  E x t r e m e  f e a r  

b r i n g s  a b o u t  b o d i l y  r e a c t i o n s  w h i c h
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m a y  c a u s e  c h r o n i c  i l l n e s s .  F e a r  

n e v e r  p r o d u c e s  j o y ;  i t s  r e s u l t  i s  

a l w a y s  u n h a p p i n e s s .  C o m f o r t  

w r i t e s ,  “ F e a r  i s  a  w a s t e r  a n d  d i m -  

i n i s h e r  o f  b e a u t y — a n d  i t  can b e  

m a s t e r e d .  ’  ’  F e a r  i s  d u e  i n  t h e  m a i n  

t o  l a c k  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  L e t  

u s  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  i n  e t e r n i t y — n o t  i n  

t i m e — a n d  o u r  f e a r s  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  

a n d  l e a v e  u s  f r e e  m e n .  T h e  l i v e s  o f  

a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  o f  G o d  a r e  r a d i a n t  

e x a m p l e s  o f  f e a r l e s s n e s s .  A g a i n ,  

w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  s u r e s t  w a y  t o  f r e e 

d o m  i s  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  w i t h  

o n e  o f  t h e s e  d i v i n e  T e a c h e r s  w h o  

n e v e r  k n e w  f e a r .  T h u s  w e  l e a r n  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  w o r d s ,  “ P e r f e c t  

l o v e  c a s t e t h  o u t  f e a r . ”

T h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  

’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a ’ s  f a m i l y  i n  H a i f a  

g i v e  u s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  a f f e c 

t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  b e c o m e  a  

p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r ,  f r e e r  l i f e  o f  t h e  

s p i r i t .  T h e r e  w e  f i n d  n o  l a c k  o f  

w a r m ,  h u m a n  l o v e ,  b u t  i t  n e v e r  

s t a n d s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  a  d e e p  a p p r e 

c i a t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a l l  

t h a t  i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  l o v a b l e  i n  t h e  

w o r l d .  W e  l e a r n  t h e r e  t h a t  f r e e 

d o m  i n  p e r s o n a l  l o v e  c o m e s  i n  a n d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  D i v i n e .  T w o  

p e o p l e  w h o  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r  c a n  

g r o w  t o g e t h e r  i n  f r e e d o m  w h e n  

t h e r e  i s  a  m y s t i c  T h i r d  t o  W h o m  

t h e i r  u n i t e d  d e v o t i o n  i s  g i v e n .  W e  

m a y  c o u n t  i t  a n  a x i o m  o f  t h e  s p i r i t 

u a l  l i f e  t h a t  n o  o n e  w h o  i s  t r u l y  f r e e  

c a n  e v e r  d e s i r e  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  

l i b e r t y  o f  a n o t h e r .

W h a t  o t h e r  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m i n d  a n d  

s p i r i t  a r e  t h e r e  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  u s  

n o t  t o  l o s e  t h e  f r e e d o m  w e  h a v e  a n d  

h e l p  u s  g a i n  m o r e  f r e e d o m !  I  b e 

l i e v e  t h a t  o n e ’ s  daily worh  m a y  c o n 

t r i b u t e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  f r e e d o m ,  i f  o n e  

k n o w s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  m a k i n g  i t  d o  s o .  

I f  o u r  w o r k  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i f  w e  f e e l
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t h a t  i t  h a s  a  t r u e  v a l u e  t o  s o c i e t y ,  

i t  s h o u l d  g i v e  u s  b u o y a n t  p o w e r .  I n  

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  b o o k s  g i v e n  

u s  b y  m o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g y ,  “ T h e  

N o r m a l  M i n d , ’ -’  b y  W .  H .  B u r n h a m ,  

w e  r e a d ,  “ T h e  e s s e n t i a l s  without 
w h i c h  a  p e r s o n  c a n n o t  b e  q u i t e  

s o u n d  m e n t a l l y ,  a n d  with  w h i c h ,  

a p a r t  f r o m  a c c i d e n t ,  i n f e c t i o n  o r  

h e r e d i t y ,  o n e  c a n  h a v e  n o  s e r i o u s  

m e n t a l  d i s o r d e r — t h e  a b s o l u t e l y  e s 

s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t h e s e :  a  p l a n ,  

a  t a s k ,  f r e e d o m .  .  .  .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  

t h i n g  f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  o r d i n 

a r y  m a n ,  o r  m a n  o f  t a l e n t ,  o r  e v e n  

t h e  g e n i u s ,  i s  s o m e  g r e a t  t a s k  w o r t h  

w h i l e  a s  a  l i f e  w o r k . ”

I f  O n e  S e e s  O n e 's  W o r k  a s  

h a v i n g  r e a l  v a l u e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r 

d e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  t a k e  o n e  o u t  o f  o n e ’ s  

n a r r o w  s e l f ,  a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e  a  

l i b e r a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  d o e s  

n o t  m e a n  t h a t  o n e ’ s  w o r k  n e e d  t o  

b e  s p e c t a c u l a r  o r  w i d e l y  k n o w n .  

A  m o t h e r  w h o  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  

a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g l y  c a r e s  f o r  h e r  

c h i l d r e n ,  a  w o r k m a n  w h o  d o e s  h o n 

e s t  w o r k ,  a  s a l e s m a n  w h o  s i n c e r e l y  

s t r i v e s  t o  s e r v e  h i s  c u s t o m e r ’ s  

n e e d s ,  a  t e a c h e r  w h o  t r i e s  t o  d e 

v e l o p  t h e  b e s t  i n  h e r  c h i l d r e n — a l l  

t h e s e  a r e  g i v i n g  t h e  w o r l d  s o m e 

t h i n g  o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  i n  n e e d .  W o r k  

s h o u l d  b e  a  g l o r i f y i n g  a n d  l i b e r a t 

i n g  t h i n g  t o  t h e m .

“ A l l  e f f o r t  a n d  e x e r t i o n  p u t  

f o r t h  b y  m a n  f r o m  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  

h i s  h e a r t  i s  w o r s h i p , ”  s a i d  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a ,  “ i f  i t  i s  p r o m p t e d  b y  t h e  

h i g h e s t  m o t i v e s  a n d  t h e  w i l l  t o  d o  

s e r v i c e  t o  h u m a n i t y . ”

O n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l  t a s k s  o f  

t h e  f u t u r e  i s  t o  h e l p  e v e r y  p e r s o n  

f i n d  w o r k  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  f o r  h i m  t h e  

r i g h t  w o r k — w o r k  t h a t  i s  t r u l y  c o n 

s t r u c t i v e  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r 

i t u a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  o u r  h i g h e s t  

i d e a l s .

A  t r u e  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  m a y  o f t e n  

l e a d  u s  a  l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  f r e e d o m .  

W e  n e e d  t o  l e a r n  m o s t  o f  a l l  t o  

l a u g h  a t  o u r s e l v e s .  T h e  o v e r - s e r i 

o u s  p e r s o n  u s u a l l y  l a c k s  a  p r o p e r  

p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  h i m s e l f  a n d  o n  l i f e .  

W e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  f o r g e t  ’ A b d u ’ l -  

B a h a ’ s  r i n g i n g  s e n t e n c e ,  “ M y  h o m e  

i s  t h e  h o m e  o f  j o y  a n d  d e l i g h t ;  m y  

h o m e  i s  t h e  h o m e  o f  l a u g h t e r  a n d  

e x u l t a t i o n . ”  W e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  

s a d d e n  o t h e r s  b y  o u r  o w n  d e p r e s 

s i o n .  W e  d o  h a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  d u t y  

t o  a d d  t o  t h e  j o y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  o f  

t h o s e  a b o u t  u s .

A n o t h e r  r o a d  t o  f r e e d o m  l i e s  i n  

h o l d i n g  c l e a r l y  i n  o u r  m i n d s  a n d  

h e a r t s  a  g r e a t  i d e a l  f o r  t h e  w o r l d .  

L e t  u s  t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y  a b o u t  t h e  

n e x t  s t e p  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  

t h e n  t r y  t o  h e l p  m a k e  t h a t  t h i n g  a  

r e a l i t y .  D r .  D e w e y  s a y s ,  “ T o  b e  

f r e e  i s  t o  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  a r e  

d o i n g . ”  A s  B a h a ’ i s  w e  d o  k n o w  

w h a t  w e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  w o r l d .  I f  w e  

k e e p  t h e s e  g o a l s  a l w a y s  b e f o r e  u s ,  

a n d  w o r k  t o w a r d  t h e m ,  w e  c a n n o t  

f a i l  t o  g r o w  i n t o  f r e e d o m .

“ Y o u  s h a l l  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  

t h e  t r u t h  s h a l l  m a k e  y o u  f r e e . ”  W e  

k n o w  t h e  d e e p e s t  t r u t h s  o f  l i f e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  P r o 

p h e t s ,  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  G l o d .  

T h e  s u r e s t  p a t h  t o  s p i r i t u a l  f r e e 

d o m ,  i n  i t s  m a n y  p h a s e s ,  l i e s  i n  f o l 

l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  a  g r e a t  M a s 

t e r .  T o  k n o w  H i m  a n d  l o v e  H i m  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  e a c h  d a y  i s  a  g u a r 

a n t e e  o f  g r o w t h  i n t o  f r e e d o m .  W e  

n e e d  t o  r e a l i z e  H i s  l o v e  f o r  u s ,  

a l s o , — a n d  w e  s h a l l  g r a d u a l l y  w i n  

t o  a  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m  s o  

j o y f u l ,  s o  c o m f o r t i n g ,  s o  i n s p i r i n g  

t h a t  w e  s h a l l  t r u l y  d e s i r e  t o  b e  f r e e  

a s  H e  i s  f r e e .  S h o u l d  a l l  o t h e r  

p a t h s  t o  f r e e d o m  s e e m  c l o s e d ,  f e l 

l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  M a s t e r ,  t h e  S p i r i t  

o f  G l o d ,  w i l l  l i b e r a t e  u s  f r o m  t h e  

“ o n l y  p r i s o n ,  t h e  p r i s o n  o f  s e l f . ”



364 T H E  BA H À ’Î M AGAZINE

His Majesty King Faisal of ’Iraq. (See opposite page.)
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A N  A U D I E N C E  W I T H  K I N G  F A I S A L

M a r t h a  L .  E o o t

’Iraq, better known to the western world as the ancient land of Mesopotamia, the 
site of the great Babylonian Empire, is making great progress toward modernization 
under its enlightened Ruler, K ing Faisal. Due to having recently become the chief 
route of commerce and travel from  the M editerranean to Persia,— with this automobile 
traffic and motor travel there has also infiltrated into the land much urge toward 
modern ways. Education is making great strides. Over two hundred students from  
’Iraq attend the American University a t Beirut, thirty-five of whom are maintained 
at Government expense. This new nation is one of the most progressively inclined of 
all Islamic countries.

J A N U A R Y  s e c o n d ,  1 9 3 0 ,  I  h a d  

t h e  g r e a t  h o n o r  t o  h e  r e c e i v e d  

b y  H i s  m o s t  g r a c i o u s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  

F a i s a l  o f  ’ I r a q .  T h e  m e e t i n g  t o o k  

p l a c e  a t  9 : 4 5  o  ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  

i n  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  S e c r e t a r i a t e  i n  B a g 

h d a d .  I  h a d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i n  

t h o r o u g h f a r e s  o f  t h i s  c o l o r f u l ,  i n 

t e r e s t i n g  c i t y  w h e r e  t h e  t e n t h  a n d  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  m e d i e v a l 

i s m  a n d  t h e  l a s t  w o r d  i n  m o d e r n i t y  

s u p p l e m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r .  N o  c i t y  

c o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h r i l l i n g  t o  t o u r i s t s  

t h a n  B a g h d a d .  I t s  v e r y  n a m e  w i l l  

i n t e r e s t  y o u ;  i t  u s e d  t o  b e  c a l l e d  

D a r  e s - S a l a a m  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e d  i n 

t o  E n g l i s h  m e a n s  “ C i t y  o f  P e a c e . ”  

T h i s  n a m e  i s  p r o p h e t i c ,  f o r  i n  t h e  

c e n t u r i e s  a h e a d  B a g h d a d  i s  g o i n g  

t o  p l a y  a  g r e a t  r o l e  i n  u n i v e r s a l  

p e a c e — b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h i s  s t o r y .

A s  t h e  s w i f t  m o t o r  c a r  t u r n e d  i n 

t o  t h e  R o y a l  t r o p i c a l  g a r d e n s ,  a e r o 

p l a n e s  c i r c l e d  h i g h  i n  t h e  h e a v e n s  

o v e r h e a d ,  w h i l e  t h e  g r e a t  p a l m  g a r 

d e n s  t h e m s e l v e s  w e r e  c a r p e t e d  w i t h  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  l o w - g r o w i n g  c h r y s a n 

t h e m u m s  i n  e v e r y  t o n e  o f  y e l l o w  

a n d  b r o n z e ,  a n d  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e s e  

A v e r e  m a n y  r o s e s .  T h e  l a r g e  l o n g -  

e x t e n d i n g  o n e  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  a  E u 

r o p e a n  d e s i g n e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  A v a s  e n 

h a n c e d  w i t h  g r e a t  c o l u m n s  o f  

b e a u t i f u l  M o s u l  m a r b l e — ' ( M o s u l  a s  

y o u  m a y  k n o w  w a s  t h e  N i n e v a h  o f

B i b l i c a l  d a y s ) .  T h e  w h o l e  S e c r e 

t a r i a t e  w i t h  i t s  g a r d e n s  A v a s  s i t u a t 

e d  o n  t h e  T i g r i s  R i v e r ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  

v e r y  f a r  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i c  R i d v a n  

G a r d e n  w h e r e  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  d e c l a r e d  

H i s  M i s s i o n  i n  1 8 6 3 .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  w r i t e r  w a s  f i f t e e n  

m i n u t e s  a h e a d  o f  t h e  h o u r  f o r  t h i s  

i n t e r v i e A v ,  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  F a i s a l  

w h o  i s  v e r y  p r o m p t ,  a  m a n  w h o  

w o r k s  w i t h  t r e m e n d o u s  e n e r g y  a n d  

d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  p e o p l e ,  h a d  a l r e a d y  

a r r i v e d .  H e  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  

t h e  v i s i t o r  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  s o  t h e  e a r l y  

c o m e r  h a d  t h e  f a v o r  o f  a  l o n g e r  

a u d i e n c e .  T h e  w r i t e r  w a s  s h o w n  

i n t o  a  r i c h l y  f u r n i s h e d  d r a w i n g 

r o o m  p e r f e c t  i n  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  I t  

w a s  L o n d o n ’ s  b e s t ,  A v i t h  m a r v e l o u s  

f u r n i t u r e  a n d  e a s t e r n  r u g s  w h o s e  

d e s i g n s  a n d  c o l o r s  m a d e  o n e  w o n d e r  

i f  B a b y l o n  l e f t  t h e s e  a s  a  r a r e  r e 

m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f  a n c i e n t  

M e s o p o t a m i a ,  t h e  l a n d  A v e  n o w  c a l l  

’ I r a q .

H i s  M a j e s t y  t h e  K i n g ,  d r e s s e d  i n  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r n i n g  s u i t  a n d  

w i t h  u n c o v e r e d  h e a d ,  d i d  n o t  s i t  

u p o n  a  t h r o n e ;  h e  c a m e  f o r w a r d  

a n d  e x t e n d e d  h i s  h a n d  i n  g r e e t i n g  

w i t h  a  f r i e n d l i n e s s  w h i c h  s h o w e d  

h e  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

A r a b  r e f i n e m e n t  A v h i c h  h a s  c o m e  

d o A v n  t o  u s  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  

f r o m  h i s  g l o r i o u s  a n c e s t o r  t h e  

P r o p h e t  o f  A r a b i a .  F o r  t h i s  c u l -
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t u r e d  K i n g  i s  a  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  

o f  M u h a m m a d ;  h e  i s  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  

S h e r i f  o f  M e c c a ,  e x - K i n g  H u s s e i n  

o f  t h e  H e d j a z .  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  

F a i s a l  i s  v e r y  h a n d s o m e ,  a  m a n  n o t  

y e t  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s .  H e  h a s  a  m o s t  

d e e p  a n d  s t r i k i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  h i s  

s o u l  h a s  l i v e d  a n d  l e a r n e d  a n d  

t r u s t e d  G - o d .  H e  i s  v e r y  b r i g h t ,  

v e r y  c u l t u r e d  a n d  v e r y  c h a r m i n g .  

I t  w a s  n o t  a  s o l e m n ,  u l t r a f o r m a l  i n 

t e r v i e w ,  h e  w a s  v e r y  d i g n i f i e d  b u t  

s m i l i n g ,  g r a c i o u s ,  a n d  l i k e  a  t r u e  

s t a t e s m a n  h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o  g i v e  

h i s  b e s t  t h o u g h t .  H e  w a s  d e m o 

c r a t i c  a n d  h e  s t a n d s  r e a d y  t o  s e r v e  

m a n k i n d .

T h e  w r i t e r  k n e w  t h a t  h e  m e t  

’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a  i n  H a i f a ,  P a l e s t i n e ,  

a n d  s o ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  t o  H i s  M a j e s t y  

t h e  w a r m  g r e e t i n g s  o f  S h o g h i  E f 

f e n d i ,  G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

C a u s e ,  a n d  t h e  s a l u t a t i o n s  o f  a l l  t h e  

f a m i l y  o f  ’ A h d u ’ l - B a h a ,  h e r  f i r s t  

q u e s t i o n  w a s :  “ W h a t  w a s  y o u r  i m 

p r e s s i o n  o f  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a ,  C e n t e r  

o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t  o f  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e 

m e n t ? ”  T h o u g h t f u l l y  H i s  M a j e s t y  

r e p l i e d :  ‘ ‘  ’ A b b a s  E f f e n d i ,  f o r  t h a t  

w a s  t h e  n a m e  I  a l w a y s  u s e d  i n  

s p e a k i n g  w i t h  ’ A b d u ’ 1 - B a h a ,  i m 

p r e s s e d  m e  a s  a  v e r y  g r e a t ,  i n t e l 

l i g e n t ,  w i s e  m a n .  I  h a d  g r e a t  r e 

s p e c t  f o r  h i m  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  w o r k 

i n g  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  h u m a n i t y .  

I  m e t  h i m  j u s t  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  i n  

1 9 2 0 ,  i n  H a i f a ,  P a l e s t i n e . ”

A s  H i s  M a j e s t y  i s  a  v e r y  b u s y  

m a n  w i t h  t e n  p e o p l e  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  

n e x t  h o u r ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  a r e  d i p 

l o m a t s , — t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  t r i e d  t o  b e  

c o n c i s e  i n  h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  i n  

n e p l y i n g  K i n g  F a i s a l  w a s  c o n s i d 

e r a t e ,  f r a n k  a n d  g r a c i o u s  i n  h i s  

a t t i t u d e .

H i s  M a j e s t y  s a i d  t h a t  h e  c e r 

t a i n l y  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  h a r m o n y  a n d  

c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e s  o f  a l l  r e 

l i g i o n s .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n ’ I r a q  

t h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  m a y  b e  r e a l i z e d  

e v e n  b e f o r e  i t  i s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  

b e c a u s e  e v o l u t i o n  h e r e  i s  v e r y  

r a p i d .  H e  s a y s  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  w o r l d  

u n i t y  m a y  a r i s e  h e r e  m u c h  s o o n e r  

t h a n  w e  t h i n k !

W e  s p o k e  o f  ’ I r a q  a n d  t h e  L e a g u e  

o f  N a t i o n s .  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  

F a i s a l  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v 

e r n m e n t  h a s  m a d e  a  d e f i n i t e  p r o m 

i s e  t h a t  ’ I r a q  s h a l l  e n t e r  t h e  L e a g u e  

i n  1 9 3 2 ,  a n d  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h i s  p r o m i s e  

w i l l  b e  f u l f i l l e d  a b s o l u t e l y .

T h e  w r i t e r  a s k e d  h i m  i f  h e  b e 

l i e v e s  i n  a n  A r a b  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

a n d  h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  i d e a l  o f  

e v e r y  t r u e  A r a b .

“ W h a t  i s  ’ I r a q ’ s  a i m  f o r  u n i v e r 

s a l  p e a c e ? ”  H i s  M a j e s t y ’ s  a n s w e r  

w a s :  “ ’ I r a q  c a n n o t  p l a y  a  g r e a t  

r o l e  i n  u n i v e r s a l  p e a c e  a t  p r e s e n t .  

T h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  s h e  c a n  d o  i s  

t o  k e e p  u n i t y  i n  h e r  o w n  d o m a i n s ,  

m a i n t a i n  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  h e r  

n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d  w o r k  h a r d  t o  d e v e l 

o p  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  c u l 

t u r e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y  p o s s i b l e . ”

T h e  w r i t e r  i n  s a y i n g  g o o d - b y e  t o  

h i s  n o b l e  M a j e s t y ,  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  

m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  B a h a ’ i s  f r o m  

d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  

c o m e  t o  B a g h d a d  t o  s e e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  

s i t e s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  l i f e  t h e r e .  

W h a t e v e r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  B a g h d a d  h a s  

b e e n  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i t  h a s  a  g r e a t e r  f u 

t u r e  a w a i t i n g  i t ,  f o r  i t  w a s  i n  B a g h 

d a d  t h a t  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  d e c l a r e d  H i m 

s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  P r o p h e t  o f  G o d  i n  t h i s  

u n i v e r s a l  e p o c h .  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  

F a i s a l  r e p l i e d  s o  j u s t l y ,  s o  k i n d l y  

t h a t  t h e  B a h a ’ i s  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  h i m  

a l w a y s  a s  a  m o n a r c h  w h o  i s  o n e  o f  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  h u m a n i t a r i a n s  i n  t h e
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M i d d l e  E a s t .  L o n g  l i v e  H i s  M a 

j e s t y  K i n g  F a i s a l !  L o n g  l i v e  t h e  

’ I r a q  d y n a s t y !

D r i v i n g  a w a y  i n  t h e  m o t o r  c a r  

b a c k  t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  t h e  d e p a r t i n g  

j o u r n a l i s t  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  w i s h e d  t h a t  

s h e  h a d  a  b o o k  t o  r e a d  t h e  b i o g 

r a p h y  o f  t h i s  j u s t  a n d  e a r n e s t  K i n g .  

T h e r e  i s  n o  b o o k ,  s h e  o n l y  k n o w s  

t h a t  h e  i s  a  d e v o u t  b u t  a  l i b e r a l  M u 

h a m m a d a n ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  b o r n  

i n  M e c c a .  H e  i s  a n  a r d e n t  n a t i o n 

a l i s t  a n d  h e  i s  a i m i n g  a t  g e n e r a l  

A r a b  u n i t y ;  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h e  b e 

l i e v e s  a l l  A r a b  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  p u t  

t h e i r  o w n  h o u s e s  i n  o r d e r ,  t h e n  

u n i t y  w i t h  ’ I r a q ,  H e d j a z ,  P a l e s t i n e  

a n d  S y r i a  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i f f i c u l t .

K i n g  F a i s a l  i s  a n  a d v o c a t e  o f  r e 

f o r m ,  b u t  a  r e f o r m  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e v o l u 

t i o n .  H e  i s  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  ’ I r a q  v e r y  m u c h ,  a n d  

h e  w o r k s  i n d e f a t i g a b l y  t o  p r o m o t e  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  i n  h i s  c o u n 

t r y .  B e s i d e s  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  o c c u p a 

t i o n  i n  h i g h e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  h i s  c o u n 

t r y ,  H i s  M a j e s t y  d e v o t e s  s o m e  t i m e  

t o  p r a c t i c a l  f a r m i n g .  H e  h a s  s e t  u p  

a  m o d e l  f a r m  o u t s i d e  o f  B a g h d a d  

w h e r e  h e  i s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  e x p e r i 

m e n t s  i n  c o t t o n  g r o w i n g ,  f o r  c o t t o n  

i s  a  p r o d u c t  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  g r e a t  

w e a l t h  t o  ’ I r a q  j u s t  a s  i t  d i d  t o  t h e  

N i l e  L a n d .

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  c h a r 

a c t e r  o f  t h i s  K i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c h a r 

a c t e r s  o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  w h i c h  I  f e e l  

p r o v e s  t h e m  t o  b e  g r e a t  i d e a l i s t s  a s  

w a s  M u h a m m a d  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r .  F o r  

t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i d e a l s  t h e y  

w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l o s e  t h e i r  w e a l t h ,  

e v e n  t h e i r  t h r o n e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

w o r l d  w a r  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  H i s  M a j e s t y  

K i n g  F a i s a l ’ s  f a t h e r ,  H u s s e i n  K i n g  

o f  H e d j a z  a n d  h i s  f o u r  s o n s ,  o n e  o f  

w h o m  w a s  K i n g  F a i s a l ,  a r o s e  t o 

g e t h e r  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

o f  t h e  A r a b  n a t i o n s  f r o m  T u r k i s h  

s u z e r a i n t y .  E v e r  s i n c e  t h a t  d a t e  

t h e y  h a v e  d e v o t e d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e i r  

t i m e  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  A r a b  n a 
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t i o n ,  s a c r i f i c i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  t h i s  

e n d .  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  F a i s a l  l o s t  

h i s  t h r o n e  i n  D a m a s c u s  i n  1 9 1 9 ;  i n  

1 9 2 5 ,  h i s  f a t h e r ,  H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  

H u s s e i n ,  l o s t  h i s  t h r o n e  i n  t h e  I T e d -  

j a z  b e c a u s e  h e  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e d e  t o  

d e m a n d s  w h i c h  h e  t h o u g h t  w e r e  n o t  

i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  A r a b s ,  a n d  

l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  l a t e r ,  H i s  M a 

j e s t y  K i n g  A l i  w h o  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  

h i s  f a t h e r  ( K i n g  H u s s e i n )  t o  t h e  

K i n g d o m  o f  t h e  H e d j a z ,  a l s o  l o s t
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h i s  t h r o n e .  W i l l i n g  t o  l o s e  e v e r y 

t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  h o l d  t o  a n  i d e a l  

f o r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  r a c e ,  

c e r t a i n l y  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s t r o n g 

m e n .

T h i s  i s  o n l y  t h e  b r i e f e s t  o u t l i n e  

o f  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  

H i s  M a j e s t y  K i n g  F a i s a l  a n d  a  

s k e t c h  o f  h i s  b u s y  a n d  h i s t o r i c  

l i f e .  I n  a  l a t e r  a r t i c l e  I  h o p e  t o  

w r i t e  a b o u t  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  c o u n t r y ,  

I r a q .

T H E  G R E A T  C H A N G E

L e s l i e  B ,  H a w t h o r n

The author, a new contributor to the pages of The Baha’i Magazine, is of English  
birth now an American citizen and a graduate of one of our well known American 
Universities. During his college life he was greatly interested in  the Cosmopolitan 
Club movement. He is now engaged in experwxental worB in horticulture.

p | l | | H E Y  h a d  b e e n  r o o m - m a t e s  i n  

I I J l  c o l l e g e ;  h a d  s h a r e d  t o  t h e  

f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h  e a c h  

o t h e r .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r y  

h a d  c l a i m e d  B i l l ,  t h e  e n g i n e e r ,  

w h i l e  H a r r y  h a d  b e c o m e  a b s o r b e d  

i n  h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h .  Y e a r s  

h a d  f l o w n  b y ;  b o t h  h a d  m a r r i e d ,  

b u t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  h a d  n o t  

w e a k e n e d  a  f r i e n d s h i p  f i r m  e n o u g h  

t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  c o r 

r e s p o n d e n c e .

T h e n  o n e  h a p p y  d a y  H a r r y  r e 

c e i v e d  a  t e l e g r a m .  B i l l ,  o n  a  b u s i 

n e s s  t r i p ,  w a s  p l a n n i n g  t o  s t a y  t h e  

n i g h t .  H e  h a d  c o m e  a n d  n o w  t h e y  

w e r e  a l o n e ,  r e c l i n i n g  i n  c o m f o r t a b l e  

c h a i r s  a c r o s s  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  b e 

f o r e  a  b r i g h t l y  b u r n i n g  f i r e .

T o  B i l l  t h i s  v i s i t  w a s  p r o v i n g  

m o r e  t h a n  a  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  o l d  c o l 

l e g e  c l a y s .  H e  w a s  c o n s c i o u s  o f  

s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  t h a t .  W a s  i t  a

c h a n g e  i n  H a r r y 1? I f  s o ,  a  d e l i g h t 

f u l  o n e ! H e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  s a y i n g ,  

“ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  I  s h a l l  e v e r  t e a r  

m y s e l f  a w a y  f r o m  h e r e  t o m o r r o w .  

. .  . S o m e h o w  I  f e e l  y o u ’ v e

c h a n g e d ,  H a r r y .  I  c a n ’ t  e x p l a i n  

i t . ”

H a r r y  s m i l e d .  “ N o t  f o r  t h e  

w o r s e ,  I  h o p e . ”

“ M y  d e a r  f e l l o w ,  o f  c o u r s e  n o t ! ”  

B i l l  h a s t e n e d  t o  a s s u r e  h i s  f r i e n d .  

I n  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  H a r r y  

c a u g h t  t h e  p h r a s e s : “  A t  s u p p e r  y o u  

s h o w e d  a  t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

t h o s e  M u h a m m a d a n s  . . .  y o u  u s e d  

t o  b e  s o  r a b i d  o n  r e l i g i o n  .  .  .  A n n  

a n d .  I  f e e l  t h a t  w a y  n o w  .  .  . 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  d e c a d e n t  . . .  w e  

a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  .  .  . ”  B i l l  w e n t  

o n  a n d  o n .  T h e  g e n u i n e  h a p p i n e s s  

o f  t h e  h o m e  i n  w h i c h  h e  f o u n d  h i m 

s e l f  w a s  p r o m p t i n g  h i m  t o  d i s c o v e r  

a  r e a s o n  f o r  i t .
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W h e n  h e  c e a s e d  h i s  h o s t  r e p l i e d ,  

a d m i t t i n g  a  c h a n g e .  Y e s ,  a  r e l i g 

i o n s  o n e  p r i m a r i l y ,  h u t  o n e  w h i c h  

a f f e c t e d  h i s  w h o l e  l i f e .  H e  e l u c i 

d a t e d  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  B i l l  w a s  a m a z e d .  

W a s  t h i s  H a r r y  s p e a k i n g !

“ D o  y o u  m e a n  t o  t e l l  m e  t h a t  

B u d d h a ,  Z o r o a s t e r ,  K r i s h n a ,  C o n 

f u c i u s  a n d  M u h a m m a d  w e r e  M e s 

s e n g e r s  f r o m  G o d !  W h y  i n  c o l l e g e  

y o u  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  C h r i s t .  I ’ m  

a f r a i d  I  c a n ’ t  g o  t h a t  f a r  w i t h  y o n . ”

H a r r y  s m i l e d  a s  h i s  f r i e n d  w a s  

e x p o s t u l a t i n g ,  a n d  l e a n i n g  f o r w a r d  

r e p l i e d ,  “ A  f e w  m i n u t e s  a g o  y o u  

i m p l i e d  a  b e l i e f  i n  G o d .  D o  y o n  

t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  h a s  s e n t  o n l y  o n e  

p e r s o n  t o  t h i s  e a r t h  w i t h  H i s  m e s 

s a g e  o f  l o v e ! ”  T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

c o n t i n u e d ;  H a r r y  m e t  h i s  f r i e n d ’ s  

e x p o s t u l a t i o n s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  

e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  

w h i c h  B i l l  c o u l d  n o t  d e n y  e v e n  t o  

h i m s e l f .

S o m e t i m e  l a t e r  i t  d a w n e d  o n  

B i l l  t h a t  H a r r y  h i m s e l f  w a s  n o t  t h e  

o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  i d e a s ,  

a n d  h e  a s k e d ,  “ W h a t  i s  t h e  r e a l  

c a u s e  o f  y o u r  c h a n g e  i n  a t t i t u d e !  

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  y o u r  i d e a s  

w h i c h  g r i p s  m e . ”

“ B i l l ,  i t  i s  a  l o n g  s t o r y .  B o s e  

h a s  h e l p e d  m e  b r o a d e n  m y  w h o l e  

o u t l o o k  o n  l i f e .  P e r h a p s  I  c a n  

a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  b y  b r i e f l y  

o u t l i n i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  w h a t  t o  

m e  i s  a  v e r y  l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  m y  

e n t i r e  b e l i e f . ”  A f t e r  a  m o m e n t ’ s  

m e d i t a t i o n ,  H a r r y  p r o c e e d e d .

“ H a v e  y o u  e v e r  t h o u g h t ,  B i l l ,  

h o w  i n f i n i t e s i m a l  w e  a r e ;  f o r  t h a t  

m a t t e r  h o w  v e r y  s m a l l  t h i s  e a r t h  o f  

o u r s  i s !  S i r  J a m e s  J e a n s ,  t h e  a s 

t r o n o m e r ^  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i f  w e  i m a g i n e  

a t  t h e  v e r y  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  

t h i s  p i n ,  w h i c h  i s  1 / 1 6  o f  a n  i n c h

a c r o s s ,  a  m i c r o s c o p i c  s p e c k  a s  r e p 

r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s u n ,  t h e n  t h e  e a r t h  

w o u l d  b e  a n  u l t r a m i c r o s c o p i c  s p e c k  

w i t h  i t s  o r b i t  o f  6 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  

p i n ’ s  h e a d .  T h e  n e a r e s t  f i x e d  s t a r ,  

w o u l d  b e  2 2 0  y a r d s  a w a y ,  o r  4 - 1 / 2  

l i g h t  y e a r s .  A s i d e  f r o m  o u r  o w n  

g a l a x y  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  

s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  m o r e  g r e a t  n e b u l a e ,  

t h e  n e a r e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  f a r t h e r  a w a y  

a l m o s t  t h a n  o u r  m i n d s  c a n  c o m p r e 

h e n d .  I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  m a n  i s  a l m o s t  

u n i m a g i n a b l e .  Y e t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  

u n i v e r s e ,  t h e s e  s t a r s ,  p l a n e t s ,  

c o m e t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b o d i e s  f l o a t i n g  

a r o u n d  i n  a  s p a c e  s o  v a s t  t h a t  t h e  

m i n d  o f  m a n  c a n n o t  r e a l l y  c o m p r e 

h e n d  i t .  H u m a n  i n t e l l e c t  a l m o s t  

f a i l s  w h e n  w e  t r y  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e s e  

t h i n g s ,  a n d  y e t  s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  

s t u d i e d  t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  

b o d i e s  f l o a t i n g  t h r u  s p a c e ,  c a n  p r e 

d i c t ,  a s  y o u  k n o w ,  w i t h  e x a c t  p r e c i 

s i o n  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p h e n o 

m e n a  w i l l  b e  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  s k y .  

W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n !  T o  m e  i t  i n 

d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  

t r e m e n d o u s  f o r c e ,  w h i c h  c a n  k e e p  i n  

o r d e r  s u c h  a n  a r r a y  o f  h e a v e n l y  

b o d i e s .

“ T h e n  t o  t u r n  f o r  a  m i n u t e  t o  a n  

e x t r e m e  o f  t h i s ,  I  a m  c o n s t a n t l y  b e 

c o m i n g  a w a r e  t h r o u g h  m y  s t u d i e s  

o f  p l a n t  l i f e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  v e r y  

e x a c t  o r d e r  i n  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  

c a n  o n l y  b e  v i e w e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i c 

r o s c o p e .  W i t h i n  p l a n t  c e l l s  t h e r e  

i s  a  n u c l e u s  m a d e  u p  p a r t l y  o f  t i n y  

b o d i e s  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  p l a y  a n  i m 

p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  

t h e  p l a n t ’ s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h e s e  

m i n u t e  p a r t i c l e s  c o n t r o l  p e r h a p s  

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  g r e a t  t r e e s .  A g a i n ,  

t a k e  t h e  a t o m ,  t h e  c h e m i s t  o f  t o d a y  

t e l l s  u s  i t  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  e l e c t r o n s  

a n d  p r o t o n s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  m o t i o n
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l i k e  t h e  s t a r s  w e  w e r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t .  W h a t  a r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  d o  

a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s !  T o  m e  t h e y  

n e c e s s i t a t e  a  b e l i e f  i n  s o m e  D i v i n e  

p o w e r ,  G o d ,  i f  y o u  w i l l .

“ N o w  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n o t h e r  f i e l d  o f  

t h o u g h t — G o d  a n d  H i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  

u s  p o o r  m o r t a l s .  W h a t  a r e  w e  

d o i n g  h e r e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  w h i c h  i s  

b u t  a  s p e c k  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e !  W i t h  

a l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  s u c h  o r d e r ,  i t  

h a r d l y  s e e m s  l i k e l y  t h a t  w e  a r e  h e r e  

f o r  a  j o k e .  I t  w o u l d  s e e m  r a t h e r  

i n c o n s i s t e n t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  f r i t t e r  

a w a y  o u r  l i v e s  i n  i d l e  p l e a s u r e .  I  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  p u t  u s  h e r e  f o r  a  

p u r p o s e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  g o  f u r t h e r  a n d  

s a y  t h a t  t h a t  p u r p o s e  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  

o n e .  I t  s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  m e  t o  

b e l i e v e  o n  t h a t  b a s i s  t h a t  G o d  h a s  

s e n t  t o  m a n  H i s  M e s s e n g e r s  f r o m  

t i m e  t o  t i m e  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  h i m  

s e e  h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  l i f e ,  a n d  t o  g i v e  

h i m  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  h o w  b e s t  t o  a t 

t a i n  i t .  T h e s e  M e s s e n g e r s  h a v e  

c o m e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  

u n d e r  v a r i o u s  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h a t  i s  

m y  b e l i e f .  O f  c o u r s e  a s  y o u  p r o b 

a b l y  s u r m i s e  I  r e f e r  t o  t h e  g r e a t  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s ,  w h o m  w e  

p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  

u n d o u b t e d l y  m a n y  m o r e  o f  w h o m  

o u r  h i s t o r y  h a s  n o  r e c o r d . ”

“ B u t , ”  b r o k e  i n  t h e  g u e s t ,  “ L o o k  

h o w  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  r e 

l i g i o n s  b e h a v e .  T a k e  t h e  M u h a m 

m a d a n s ,  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e y  

a t t a c k  J e w  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  a l i k e  

w i t h  t h e  s w o r d .  H o w  c a n  y o u  r e 

c o n c i l e  s u c h  a c t i o n s  w i t h  w h a t  y o u  

h a v e  b e e n  s a y i n g !  T o  m e  i t  s e e m s  

m o r e  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  

t a u g h t  t o  h a t e  a n d  k i l l  t h o s e  w h o  d o  

n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e i r  G o d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

l o v e  t h e i r  f e l l o w  m a n .  ’  ’

“ Y o u  m u s t  r e m e m b e r , ”  r e p l i e d

h i s  f r i e n d ,  “ t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  a  r e l i 

g i o n  i s  t h e  m o r e  p r e v e r t e d  i t  b e 

c o m e s .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  e v e n  o f  C h r i s 

t i a n i t y .  Y o u  y o u r s e l f  a w h i l e  a g o  

w e r e  e x p r e s s i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h  a s  y o u  f i n d  i t  t o 

d a y .  A f t e r  a  M e s s e n g e r  f r o m  G o d  

h a s  l e f t  t h i s  e a r t h  H i s  b e l i e v e r s  a n d  

t h o s e  w h o  c o m e  a f t e r w a r d s  t e n d  t o  

m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  a n d  

w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  y e a r s ,  d o g 

m a s ,  c r e e d s ,  a n d  p e c u l i a r  c e r e m o n 

i e s  c r e e p  i n t o  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  Y o u  

m e n t i o n  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n s .  D o  

y o u  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  w h o m  

M u h a m m a d  b r o u g h t  H i s  M e s s a g e  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  w i l d ,  b a r b a r i c ,  w a r l i k e  

t r i b e s !  H i s  m e s s a g e  w a s  f u n d a 

m e n t a l l y  t h e  s a m e  a s  C h r i s t ’ s .  A l l  

t h e  g r e a t  T e a c h e r s  b r o u g h t  u s  t h e  

s a m e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h s .  I n  t h e  

Q u r ’ a n  M u h a m m a d  s a y s ,  ‘ W h y  

h a v e  y o u  n o t  b e l i e v e d  i n  J e s u s  

C h r i s t !  .  .  .  W h y  h a v e  y o u  n o t  b e 

l i e v e d  i n  M o s e s !  .  .  .  T h e  f i r s t  d u t y  

i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  y o u ,  0  A r a b i a n s ! 

i s  t o  a c c e p t  a n d  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e s e .  

Y o u  m u s t  a c c e p t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  

W o r d  o f  G o d .  Y o u  m u s t  b e l i e v e  i n  

J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t . ’

“ I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r u e  P r o p h e t s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  t o  m e  s e e m s  s u c h  

a  w o n d e r f u l  i d e a .  I t  s e e m s  r e a s o n 

a b l e  t o o ! S c i e n t i s t s  t e l l  u s  t h i s  w o r l d  

h a s  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s ,  l o n g e r  t h a n  w e  

k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t ,  a n d  p r o m i s e s  

t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  m a n y  

t h o u s a n d s  o r  m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  

m o r e .  W i t h  t h a t  i n  m i n d  i t  s e e m s  

s o  s m a l l  t o  t h i n k  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  G o d ,  

t h a t  H e  s h o u l d  h a v e  f a v o r e d  j u s t  

o n e  s m a l l  g r o u p  a t  o n e  t i m e  o n l y .  

E v e n  i f  y o u  g r a n t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i n  i t s  p u r e s t  f o r m  m a y  o n e  d a y
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r e a c h ,  a l l  p e o p l e s ,  i t  l e a v e s  o u t  o f  

t h e  p i c t u r e  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  b e f o r e  

C h r i s t ’ s  t i m e .  I f  w e  k e e p  i n  m i n d  

t h e  U n i v e r s e  a s  a  w h o l e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  i n f i n i t e  n a t u r e  o f  G o d ,  t h e  w h o l e  

p l a n e t  o f  o u r s  w i t h  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  

l o o k s  i n f i n i t e s i m a l  e n o u g h ,  w i t h o u t  

t r y i n g  t o  f i t  a n y  s m a l l e r  g r o u p  i n t o  

t h e  p i c t u r e .

“ T o  m e ,  B i l l ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  G o d  

h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  s e n d i n g  H i s  M e s 

s e n g e r s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  u s ,  a n d  a l l  o f  

t h e m  b y  t h e  w a y  h a v e  t o l d  o f  O n e  

w h o  w o u l d  c o m e  a f t e r  t h e m .  J e s u s  

s a i d ,  U  h a v e  y e t  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  s a y  

u n t o  y o u ,  b u t  y e  c a n n o t  b e a r  t h e m  

n o w .  H o w b e i t  w h e n  h e ,  t h e  S p i r i t  

o f  t r u t h ,  i s  c o m e ,  h e  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  

i n t o  a l l  t r u t h . ’  S u c h  a  s t a t e m e n t  

i m p l i e s  t h a t  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  c o m e  

a f t e r  H i m ,  w h o  w o u l d  e x p o u n d  H i s  

T e a c h i n g s  s t i l l  f u r t h e r .

“ E v e r y o n e  o f  t h e s e  g r e a t  T e a c h 

e r s  l e f t  b e h i n d  a  g r o w i n g  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n .  I  t h i n k  w e  m u s t  a d m i t  t h a t .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  f a m o u s  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  w h o s e  w r i t i n g s  a r e  

s t i l l  r e a d  t o d a y ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t h e  

N a m e s  o f  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

G o d ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  L e a d e r s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

r e l i g i o n s ,  h a v e  p e o p l e  b a n d e d  t o 

g e t h e r  a n d  r a i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  T o d a y ,  c e n t u r i e s  

a n d  c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  

r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t s  s t a r t e d ,  t h e y  

a r e  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  s t i l l  m a k 

i n g  c o n v e r t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p e r 

v e r s i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e s e  

f a i t h s ,  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  I  f e e l  

o n e  h a s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c o m e  t o  a  l o g i c a l  b e l i e f . ”

“ W h a t  y o u  s a y ,  H a r r y , ”  s a i d  t h e  

e n g i n e e r  l o o k i n g  a c r o s s  i n  w o n d e r 

m e n t  a t  h i s  f r i e n d , -  “ i s  v e r y  i n t e r 

e s t i n g ,  t h e  m o r e  s o  b e c a u s e  i t  c o m e s  

f r o m  y o u ,  w h o  a s  I  r e c a l l  w o u l d n ’ t  

h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  r e l i g i o n

a t  a l l .  A s  y o u  w e r e  s p e a k i n g ,  I  

c a u g h t  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  g l i m p s e s  

o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  o r d e r  y o u  w e r e  

d e p i c t i n g ,  b u t  n o w  a s  I  a c t u a l l y  c a l l  

t o  m i n d  f a c t s  a s  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e ,  

p l a i n  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t s ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  

f a d e s .  I  c a n  n e v e r  i m a g i n e  f o r  e x 

a m p l e  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w h o  

b l i n d l y  f o l l o w  t h e s e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  

i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  f o r m ,  e v e r  u n i t i n g  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  a n y  o n e  o f  

t h e m ,  a n d  y e t  t o  c a r r y  y o u r  a r g u 

m e n t s  t o  a  l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h i s  

s h o u l d  o n e  d a y  h a p p e n . ”  L a u g h 

i n g l y  h e  a d d e d ,  “ I t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  

t h a t  G o d  h a d  b e t t e r  s e n d  a n o t h e r  

M e s s e n g e r  w h o  w o u l d  a p p e a l  t o  a l l ;  

b e  a b o u t  t i m e ,  t o o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

w h a t  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  t e l l i n g  m e .  ’  ’

“ B i l l ,  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t r u t h  i n  t h a t ,  

t h a n  y o u  r e a l i z e .  I  b e l i e v e  j u s t  

t h a t ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  I  b e l i e v e  He has 
come. D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  a  

G r e a t  T e a c h e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  P e r s i a .  

I t  i s  a  l o n g  s t o r y ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  H i s  

c o m i n g ,  H i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  

e v e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  s i n c e .  

B u t  i n  b r i e f ,  t h e  k e y n o t e  o f  H i s  m e s 

s a g e  w a s  Unity.  H e  t a u g h t  t h e  

O n e n e s s  o f  H u m a n i t y ,  a n d  t h e  O n e 

n e s s  o f  R e l i g i o n .  H i s  t e a c h i n g s  

c o v e r  e v e r y  p h a s e  o f  h u m a n  l i f e ,  

n o t h i n g  i s  o m i t t e d .  T o  b e l i e v e r s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  w h o  c a m e  t o  H i m ,  

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o n .  I n  t h i s  

w a y  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  H e  d i s p l a y e d  

i n f i n i t e  k n o w l e d g e ,  y e t  H i s  f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  n e g l i g i b l e .  H e  

d e c l a r e d  t r u e  s c i e n c e  a n d  t r u e  r e l i 

g i o n  t o  b e  i n  a c c o r d .

“ H i s  w h o l e  m e s s a g e  t o  m e  s e e m s  

i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  

a g e .  T o d a y  w e  h a v e  p e a c e  m o v e 

m e n t s ,  a  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s ,  a  

W o r l d  C o u r t ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

a l l  t e n d i n g  t o  r e m o v e  d i f f e r e n c e s .
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M a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  a s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  

t e l e g r a p h ,  t e l e p h o n e ,  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i 

s i o n ,  t h e  i n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b y  

r a i l r o a d ,  s t e a m s h i p ,  a e r o p l a n e ,  a n d  

a i r s h i p ,  i s  t e n d i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  

w o r l d  s m a l l e r ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  i t  o n e .  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ,  t h e  T e a c h e r  t o  W h o m  

I  r e f e r ,  s p o k e  e x p l i c i t l y  o f  a l l  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  w h e n  t h e  w o r l d  a t  

l a r g e  h a r d l y  d r e a m e d  o f  t h e m .  A n d  

H i s  w h o l e  m e s s a g e  i s  a t u n e  t o  t h e  

n e w  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h i s  

D a y ,  s o  d i f f e r e n t  i n  o u t w a r d  f o r m  

f r o m  t h e  D a y  o f  J e s u s ,  o r  t h e  D a y  

o f  a n y  g r e a t  P r o p h e t .  Y o u  u n 

d o u b t e d l y  t h i n k  m e  o v e r  e n t h u s i a s 

t i c ,  B i l l ,  b u t  t h e  m o r e  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  

t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  

I  f e e l  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e .  S t r a n g e  t o  

s a y  e v e r y  t i m e  I  h a v e  h a d  a n y  

d o u b t s  a b o u t  s o m e  m a t t e r  i n  t h i s  

w o r l d  o f  o u r s ,  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h ’ s  t e a c h 

i n g s  i n s t e a d  o f  a g g r a v a t i n g  t h e m  

h a v e  a l w a y s  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  

g i v e n  m e  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  m o r e  s a t i s 

f y i n g  t h a n  I  c o u l d  f i n d  a n y w h e r e  

e l s e .  I  f i n d  i t  e a s i e r  t o  f i t  e v e r y 

t h i n g  i n t o  t h e  s c h e m e  o f  t h i n g s .  

T h e  d i s s e n s i o n  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

C h u r c h ,  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  

s e c t s  a n d  s o  o n ,  a l t h o  n o t  p l e a s a n t  

t o  r e a l i z e ,  i n d i c a t e  a  s p i r i t u a l  d e 

c a d e n c e .  I n  t h i s  N e w  M e s s a g e  I  s e e  

a  s p i r i t u a l  a w a k e n i n g .  D o  n o t  m i s 

u n d e r s t a n d  m e ,  t o d a y  I  h a v e  a  

g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  H i m 

s e l f  t h a n  I  h a d  w h e n  I  t h o u g h t  o f  

H i m  a s  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  S a v i o r  o f  

m a n k i n d .  I  s e e  J e s u s  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  a l l  t h e  r e s t ,  a n d  I  a m  t h r i l l e d  w i t h  

t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  G o d  i n  H i s  i n f i n i t e  

b o u n t y  h a s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e n d  

H i s  M e s s e n g e r s  t o  u s .

“ Y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  P e a c e .  

L e t  m e  r e a d  a  f e w  w o r d s  f r o m  a  

t a l k  g i v e n  b y  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  i n  N e w  

Y o r k  i n  1 9 1 2 .  ’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  w a s  

t h e  S o n  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h .

“  ‘  T o d a y  t h e  w o r l d  o f  h u m a n i t y  

i s  i n  n e e d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  a n d  

c o n c i l i a t i o n .  T o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  

g r e a t  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a  p r o 

p e l l i n g  p o w e r  i s  n e e d e d .  I t  i s  s e l f 

e v i d e n t  t h a t  u n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

w o r l d  a n d  t h e  “ M o s t  G r e a t  P e a c e ”  

c a n n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  m a 

t e r i a l  m e a n s .  T h e y  c a n n o t  b e  e s 

t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r ,  

f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  n a t i o n s  

a r e  v a r i o u s  a n d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  p e o 

p l e s  a r e  d i v e r g e n t  a n d  c o n f l i c t i n g .  

T h e y  c a n n o t  b e  f o u n d e d  t h r o u g h  

r a c i a l  o r  p a t r i o t i c  p o w e r ,  f o r  t h e s e  

a r e  h u m a n  p o w e r s ,  s e l f i s h  a n d  w e a k .  

T h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  r a c i a l  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  a n d  p a t r i o t i c  p r e j u d i c e s  p r e 

v e n t s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  u n i t y  

a n d  a g r e e m e n t .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  

e v i d e n c e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  

o n e n e s s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h u m a n i t y  

w h i c h  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  a l l  t h e  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

G o d  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  

d i v i n e  p o w e r  a n d  b r e a t h s  o f  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t . ’  ”

A f t e r  a  b r i e f  s i l e n c e  B i l l  s a i d ,  

“ T h i s  i s  a l l  v e r y  n e w  t o  m e ,  b u t  

c o m i n g  f r o m  y o u  a n d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  y o u  h a v e  

p r e s e n t e d ,  I  f e e l  p e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  i t .  H a v e  y o u  a n y  b o o k  

a b o u t  i t ,  t h a t  I  c o u l d  t a k e  w i t h  m e  

t o m o r r o w ?  Y o u  k n o w ,  I ’ l l  w a n t  t o  

t e l l  A n n  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s ,  a n d  

I  w a n t  t o  g e t  i t  s t r a i g h t .  M a y b e  

I ’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d r o p  i n  o n  m y  w a y  

b a c k  n e x t  w e e k .  I  h o p e  s o . ”



T H E  BAHA’I M AGAZINE 373

T H I S  G R E A T  C E N T U R Y

*

B U N  t h i s  g r e a t  c e n t u r y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a c c o m -  

1 !  p l i s h m e n t  i s  t h e  u n i t y  o f  m a n k i n d .  A l t h o u g h  

i n  f o r m e r  c e n t u r i e s  a n d  t i m e s  t h i s  s u b j e c t  r e c e i v e d  

s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  m e n t i o n  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i t  h a s  

n o w  b e c o m e  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  i s s u e  a n d  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  

r e l i g i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  H i s 

t o r y  s h o w s  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  

c o n t i n u a l  w a r f a r e  a n d  s t r i f e  a m o n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  

n a t i o n s ,  p e o p l e s  a n d  s e c t s ,  b u t  n o w ,  p r a i s e  h e  t o  G o d ! 

i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  h e a r t s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  

t o w a r d  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p ,  a n d  m i n d s  a r e  

t h o u g h t f u l  u p o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  

m a n k i n d .  T h e r e  i s  a n  e m a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o d a y  w h i c h  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  d a w n ,  

o f  a  g r e a t  u n i t y .

I f  t h e  w o r l d  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  a s  i t  i s  t o d a y ,  g r e a t  

d a n g e r  w i l l  f a c e  i t ;  h u t  i f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  u n i t y  a r e  

w i t n e s s e d ,  i f  s e c u r i t y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

i f  w i t h  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l  w e  s t r i v e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  m a y  f i n d  e f f e c t i v e  p e n e t r a 

t i o n  i n  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  h u m a n k i n d ,  i n d u c i n g  f e l l o w 

s h i p  a n d  a c c o r d ,  b i n d i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  u n i t i n g  d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e s ,  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  m a n k i n d  s h a l l  a t t a i n  p e a c e  a n d  c o m p o s u r e ,  

t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  w i l l  b e c o m e  t h e  w i l l  o f  m a n  a n d  t h e  

e a r t h  a  v e r i t a b l e  h a b i t a t i o n  o f  a n g e l s .  S o u l s  s h a l l  b e  

e d u c a t e d ,  v i c e  b e  d i s p e l l e d ,  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

o f  h u m a n i t y  p r e v a i l ,  m a t e r i a l i s m  p a s s  a w a y ,  r e l i g i o n  

b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  a n d  p r o v e  t o  b e  t h e  b o n d  w h i c h  s h a l l  

c e m e n t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n .

f
Ii

— ’Ä bdu’l-Bahä.
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A  J E W I S H  M A R T Y R

D r . W a l t e r  B .  Gtty

The history of the Baha’i Movement, like the history of early Christianity, is 
replete w ith  stories of the lives of saints and m artyrs, those who, giving all to God 
find it  no tragedy to die fo r  Him. Youth aflame w ith  the spirit of sacrifice is here 
portrayed by the author who made record of this and other stories on his recent 
visit to H aifa, Palestine,

»

l i f e

1 1ST f a r  o f f  P e r s i a ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  

H a m a d a n ,  d w e l l s  a  w i d o w  

w i t h  h e r  s o n s  a n d  f a m i l y .  H e r  h a i r  

i s  n o w  g r a y ,  h e r  h e a r t  i s  s e r e n e  a n d  

j o y o u s ,  h e r  s o u l  i s  c o n t e n t ,  h e r  

n a m e  i s  h o n o r e d ,  a n d  s h e  i s  g r e a t l y  

r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e s t e e m e d .  F o r  i s  s h e  

n o t  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  t h e  o n e  J e w i s h  

m a r t y r — t h e  o n e  m a r t y r  f r o m  h i s  

r a c e  a n d  f a i t h !  H e  g a v e  h i s  l i f e  

a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  v a s t  t h r o n g  o f  t h o s e ,  

f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  M u h a m m a d a n  f a i t h ,  

w h o  h a d  g i v e n  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ,  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

o w n  l i v e s ,  i n  j o y o u s  s a c r i f i c e ,  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  C a u s e  o f  B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  

— t h e  C a u s e  o f  G o d  M o s t  G l o r i o u s  

— m i g h t  g r o w  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n

a n d  h e  e n t h r o n e d  a m o n g s t  a l l  m a n 

k i n d .

I t  i s  b u t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  

t h e  i l l u m i n e d  y o u t h ,  n a m e d  M i r z a  

J a c o b  M o u t t a h i d e h ,  b e c a m e  s o  f i l l e d  

w i t h  d i v i n e  l o v e ,  s o  a f l a m e  w i t h  

p a s s i o n a t e  l o n g i n g ,  s o  i n t o x i c a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  w i n e  o f  c e l e s t i a l  e c s t a s y ,  

t h a t  n o  s a c r i f i c e  o f  e a r t h  w a s  s u f f i 

c i e n t  f o r  h i m  t o  m a k e  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  

h i s  l o v i n g  L o r d ,  a n d  t h a t  o n l y  b y  

g i v i n g  o f  e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  e a r t h l y  l o v e  

a n d  a m b i t i o n s  c o u l d  h i s  h e a r t  l o v e ,  

a l o n e ,  b e  a s s u a g e d .

B e p e a t e d l y  h e  w r o t e  t o  t h e  M a s 

t e r  o f  ’ A k k a ,  W h o m  w e  k n o w  a s  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a ,  “ m a y  m y  l i f e  b e  a  

s a c r i f i c e  f o r  m y  p e o p l e ,  n o n e  o f  m y  

r a c e  a n d  f a i t h  h a v e  d i e d  f o r  t h i s  

G r e a t  C a u s e . ”  A t  l a s t  o n e  d a y  

a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  M a s t e r  c a m e  t o

h i m , — “ M y  l o v i n g  s o n .  Y o u r  r e 

q u e s t  i s  g r a n t e d .  M u c h  g o o d  w i l l  

c o m e  f r o m  y o u r  s a c r i f i c e .  . . . ”

E a d i a n t  w i t h  h a p p i n e s s  h e  h a s t 

e n e d  h o m e ,  h i s  f a c e  b e a m i n g  w i t h  

h e a v e n l y  j o y .  H e  w a s  m e t  b y  h i s  

f o n d  m o t h e r .  “ H o w  h a p p y  y o u  

a r e , ”  s h e  e x c l a i m e d ;  a n d  s e e ,  t h e r e  

i s  m o r e  h a p p i n e s s  a w a i t i n g  y o u .  I  

h a v e  a  l o v e l y  b r i d e  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u  

s h o u l d  b e  m a r r i e d  s o o n . ”  “ N a y ,  

m o t h e r  m i n e , ”  J a c o b  r e p l i e d ,  “ t h i s  

c a n n o t  b e ,  f o r  I  a m  p r o m i s e d  b y  

’ A b d u ’ l - B a h a  a n o t h e r  b r i d e ,  a n d  

h e r  n a m e  i s  d e a t h .  I  h a v e  i n d e e d  

o f f e r e d  m y  s o u l  a n d  l i f e  t o  B a h a ’ u 

’ l l a h  a n d  m y  o f f e r  i s  a c c e p t e d .  S e e  

h e r e  i s  t h e  T a b l e t !  H o w  h a p p y  I  

a m .  P r o m i s e  m e ,  m o t h e r  d e a r ,  y o u  

w i l l  n o t  g r i e v e  o r  m o u r n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

r e j o i c e  a n d  m a k e  a  f e a s t ,  g i v e  a w a y  

m y  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n  m y  n a m e ,  w h e n  I  

d i e .  F o r  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  m y  

h e a r t ’ s  d e s i r e  a n d  a s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  

S u p r e m e  C o n c o u r s e  a n d  e t e r n a l  

l i f e ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  b e  e v e r  w i t h  m y  

L o r d .  ’  ’

H i s  m o t h e r  s o b b e d ,  t e a r s  o f  g r i e f  

a n d  d e s p a i r  r a n  s t r e a m i n g  d o w n  h e r  

c h e e k s ,  b u t  s o o n  p e a c e ,  e t e r n a l  p e a c e  

t h a t  p a s s e t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c a m e  

i n t o  h e r  h e a r t ,  p e r c h a n c e  i t  w a s  

e v e n  a  w a v e  o f  u n s p e a k a b l e  b l i s s  

f r o m  t h e  S e a t  o f  M e r c y  f r o m  t h e  

T h r o n e  o f  I n e f f a b l e  L o v e ,  f o r  s h e  

p r o m i s e d  t o  o b e y  t h i s  r e q u e s t  o f  h e r  

b e s t  l o v e d  s o n .

T w o  y e a r s  s o o n  p a s s e d  a w a y .  

F i l l e d  w i t h  d i v i n e  f e r v o r  a n d
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ecstatic joy this young man had left 
his home town and had moved his 
business to Kirmanshah, a city 
nearby, where he labored fearlessly 
for the beloved Cause of Baha’u- 
’llah, both by day and by night, “ in 
season and out of season,” so that 
soon he became noted among Baha’i 
teachers and believers for his in
tense activity and sincere faith.

One day the G-overnor of the city 
told him that a plot was on foot to 
murder him and requested that he 
leave the town, which he did. But 
he soon returned to continue his 
work and service.

On the second day after his re
turn, while walking with his brother 
in one of the narrow streets of K ir
manshah, he was seen by his assas
sins who were drinking in a coffee 
house nearby. Walking behind the 
two brothers at a dark place, the 
murderer crept up behind Jacob 
and with a revolver shot him 
through the back of the head. He 
died immediately, while his brother 
ran shrieking toward his home, 
“ My brother is killed! My brother 
is dead!”

Soon the police arrived on the 
spot, the body was taken to the sta
tion, and his friends notified to take 
the body away. A Baha’i teacher 
by the name of Mirza Youseff Khan 
went to the police station and iden
tified the body. I t  is related how 
with tears streaming down his 
cheeks, he kissed the gaping wound 
in the m artyred boy’s forehead, 
then had the body carried to the 
bereaved home, and the body was 
buried in the garden of this house.

The sad news soon reached 
Hamadan and the loving mother. 
One is powerless to relate, or even

know, whether supreme grief or su
preme joy swept through her heart. 
No words can express, and no heart 
can understand; but this we do 
know, that soon a great feast was 
prepared and given by her in mem
ory of her martyred son. All 
were invited, and to each one pres
ents were given until there were no 
more—mementos of her son, his 
earthly possessions. No tear was 
seen coursing down her cheeks, but 
with the calm look of perfect faith, 
a heavenly smile of blessed joy, she 
greeted each one as they came: had 
not her boy, her beloved son, a t
tained his heart’s desire—the in
effable station of m artyrdom !

Needless to say this feast, the 
feast of death, nay, the feast of 
l i f e ,  held in this provincial town, 
made endless comment and tre 
mendous publicity. The promise of 
’Abdu’l-Baha was recalled; namely, 
that much good would result from 
his sacrifice. Yes, this promise was 
fully redeemed and made manifest, 
for today Hamadan and Kirman
shah are aglow, full of life—the 
life of radiant believers in the 
Cause of Baha’u ’llah that this boy 
had died for!

The gray-haired mother still 
dwells in Hamadan, sweet, noble 
and serene, but her heart is in the 
celestial world with the one she 
loved best and gave up so joyously, 
who, united with his beloved Lord, 
showers down his love to those who 
looking to the “ author of their sal
vation,” seek to give, to sacrifice 
and to serve, in order that in some 
joyous day the Love of the Most 
High may radiate from the heart of 
all mankind when “ all men shall be 
as brothers, leaves of one tree and 
drops of one sea.”
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T H E  B A S I S  O F  B A H A T  B E L I E F

Chapter 2—P art 2. “ Tales of the P a s t”
K e i t h  R a n s o m — K e h l e b

“In  this day he who seeks the L ight of the Sun  of T ru th  m ust free his mind from  
the tales of the past, m ust adorn his head w ith the crown of severance and his temple 
w ith  the robe of virtue. Then shall he arrive at the ocean of Oneness and enter the 
presence of Singleness. The heart m ust become free from  the fire of superstitioTis 
that it may receive the L ight of Assurance and that it may perceive the Glory of God.”

Baha’u ’llah

HHEN' the statement is made 
that Baha’u ’llah has come as 
the great Universal Prophet to edu

cate man in the final steps of unity 
and peace, the first reaction on the 
part of Christians i s : if there is no 
variance between the teachings of 
Baha’u ’llah and those of Jesus, 
what do we need with B aha’u ’llah!

When Jesus was asked by the 
Jews to state His teaching,* He 
quoted the law of Moses, “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy G-od with all 
thy heart** and thy neighbor as 
thyself.” *** Their answer in effect 
was: “ If you haven’t anything to 
teach us that Moses hasn’t already 
taught us, what do we need with 
you!” “ We have Moses and the 
prophets,” corresponded exactly in 
the dispensation of Jesus, to, “ We 
have Jesus,” in the era of Baha’
u ’llah. And to press the analogy 
quoted in a previous article from 
’Abdu’l-Baha, it is as if a tree 
planted last spring attempted to 
dispense with the light and heat of 
this years’ sun, because the sun that 
caused it to germinate was the only 
true sun and all other suns were 
false suns.

To ask what we need with B aha’
u ’llah and why Jesus isn ’t sufficient 
is, when analyzed, like asking why 
God made this kind of world in
stead of some other kind of world.
♦M ark 12:28-34
**Deut. 6 :4
***Levit. 19:18

I ’m sure I  haven’t the vaguest idea 
why God made this kind of world in
stead of another kind. Undoubted
ly He could have made any kind He 
wanted to; a world subject to fiat 
and unprecedented interjection; a 
world in which one might plant a 
seed and produce a thirty foot tree 
instantaneously. But the fact re
mains that t h i s  isn ’t that kind of 
world; the only world we know is 
a world that progresses by growth 
and process, a world of periodicity, 
of cyclical movement.

God planted the seed of the tree 
of life, humanity, and the first shin
ing Sun of Manifestation arose 
upon it; the little tree grew to as 
great a stature as possible before 
the winter of dogma and formalism 
checked its growth. If  the Sun of 
the succeeding Manifestation had 
not in God’s Bounty, returned to 
shine upon that little tree again, it 
would still, remain ice-bound; for as 
nothing can restore life to the world 
but the physical sun, so nothing can 
restore life to the soul but the re
appearance among men of the 
Spiritual Sun, the Manifestation of 
God.

T h e  a n s w e r  to the second ques
tion, is B aha’u ’llah greater than 
Jesus! is involved in the anwser to 
the first. To the Baha’i the ques
tion is like asking if this year’s sun 
is greater than last year’s sun, or if
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mathematics is' greater than phy
sics, or if harmony is greater than 
order. To us it is a discussion of 
identities.

The most difficult thing for the 
average mind to grasp is the idea of 
unity. Our magnificent teaching of 
the Divine Unity means that this 
great outpouring of the Spirit of 
God upon all flesh is exactly the 
same outpouring, just as the out
pouring of the sun is always the 
same outpouring though last year 
was 1929, this is 1930 and next year 
will he 1931. So once that rapturous 
o u t p o u r i n g  was Melchizedek, 
another time Zarathustra, again 
Jesus or Gautama the Buddha, or 
Abraham or Muhammad; giving 
not in accordance with Their 
capacity, but in  accordance with 
the needs, the requirements and 
the social status of those whom 
they came to educate and to uplift.

To us Baha’u ’llah is the identity 
of all the Prophets who have pre
ceded Him, differing in function not 
in R eality; save that this is the first 
time that God has manifested Him
self to all humanity. The Tree of 
Life is at last ready to bear the 
fru it of unity. “ He openeth His 
Hand and satisfieth the desire of 
every living thing; He closeth it 
they are troubled. ’ ’

C h r i s t i a n i t y  has broken up into 
about three hundred and fifty-two 
accredited sects in spite of all ef
forts at unification. Is it conceiv
able that this process can be re
versed and the branches of the 
Christian church be brought back 
into a unity? How if this is not 
possible or probable, how can 
Christianity be expected to unify 
the world?

We cannot rationally expect 
that Jesus would unite the world 
because His was another function; 
His message was given at a time 
when world unity was impossible; 
in His dispensation wTere fulfilled 
those ideals and principles with 
which His mission was charged; 
but He denies His station as that 
of the Prince of Peace when He 
says: “ I came not to bring peace 
but a sword.” Not only by the 
trend in Christendom, but by the 
very words of his Lord the Christ
ian is constrained to admit that 
another than Jesus is necessary to 
establish universal brotherhood.

T h e r e  i s  n o  d o g m a  in Christian 
theology that is original or unique, 
including our teachings concerning 
the birth and the resurrection of 
Jesus.

With regard to the literal fulfill
ment of prophecy in the Return of 
the Manifestation, we are drawn 
back once again to the days of 
Jesus. The Messiah was to sit upon 
the throne of David, rule with a 
rod of iron, cause the lion and the 
lamb to lie down together, restore 
the glories of Israel. At once the 
Jews said, “ This man cannot be 
the Promised One; he has no tem
poral power or splendor; he fulfills 
none of our prophecies.” But if 
the prophecies are taken figurative
ly or symbolically Jesus fulfilled 
them all. For fifteen hundred years 
the kings and potentates of the 
earth have bowed before Him, and 
through Him the religion of Israel 
has become known to all the world.

So with His prophecies of this 
Day. In the first place Pie never 
said, “ I, Jesus, a human personal
ity, am coming back to this world. ’?
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He said the Son of Man would ap
pear. Professor N a t h a n i e l  
Schmidt,* shows that the phrase 
“ Son of Man” in Aramaic, the 
language spoken by Jesus, means 
“ I ” or “ he,” or a man. There
fore we are to expect a man, n o t  
a supernatural being.

That the physical form of Jesus 
should one day drop out of the 
clouds involves several important 
questions. Where has He been in 
the mean time? Is heaven a local
ity? Is it a fixed habitation or re
volving? If  fixed, half the time it 
would be above us and the other 
half, below. Heaven is the highest 
concept that the human mind can 
formulate; but where are love, jus
tice and truth? Is there a path 
leading to peace and beauty? If  
these concepts are above time and 
space, which we all admit them to 
be, how can heaven, the noblest con
cept of all, be demoted to the limita
tions of the three-dimensional? 
Also if we still insist on a literal in
terpretation of the Bible, how can 
we reconcile the expectation of the 
physical Jesus with P au l’s words, 
“ Know this, my brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of heaven, neither can cor
ruption put on incorruption?” If  
that be true He could not keep His 
Physical Body in the Realms of 
Glory.

Clouds as we know are wisps of 
vapor; they couldn’t even support 
a bird much less a man; in the 
Book of Assurance Baha’u ’llah. ex
plains that the clouds conceal the 
sun, they are those accidental por
tions of the life of the Manifesta
tion that hide His Reality.

How much less then could a hu
man figure be l i t e r a l l y  seen by

all flesh together, dropping—from 
where?—through the clouds.

If we Christians insist that these 
prophecies be taken literally we 
have no justification in blaming the 
Jews for rejecting Jesus on the 
basis that He did not fulfil the prop
hecies literally. Every eye beheld 
Him—in that D ay; every quickened 
spiritual eye, about a score of them, 
to be exact. Then as now He comes 
like a thief in the night, the whole 
point to that figure being that we do 
not find the evidence of the th ief’s 
visit until he has gone.

All flesh has seen Baha’u ’llah to
gether. “ There is no speech nor 
language where His Voice is not 
heard ; His line has gone out 
through the earth and His words to 
the end of the world.” On every 
continent and among the islands of 
the sea, from coast and crag, from 
Manchuria to Cape Town, from 
Bombay to Barbados His Name is 
known and His teachings are re
verenced; and though His followers 
may now be comparatively few in 
number, we recall the vivid parables 
of Jesus about the fecundating 
power of the kingdom: the mustard 
seed that becomes a great tre e ; the 
small pinch of yeast that raises a 
whole measure of flour, the treasure 
hidden in a field for which a man 
willingly exchanges all that he has.

There are only a few million 
Baha’is scattered upon this teem
ing earth, but so contagious is their 
belief in brotherhood and good-will, 
so joyous their message of peace 
and justice, so satisfying their faith 
and the power of their Covenant 
that day by day the Cause of Baha
’u ’llah is moving irresistibly for
ward to “ unity and knowledge— 
the essential purpose of m an’s crea
tion. ’ ’*“ The M an of N azare th .”
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T H E  L I V I N G  C U P

“ The goblet of the Covenant is overflowing . .  .  

and the breeze of life is passing by.”
— ’A bdu’l-Baha.

S I  0, once again God took unchaliced beauty 
And winnowed it with winds of mighty gale, 

Then poured upon it crimson drops of sorrow 
And placed it in His own most precious Grail. 

“ My Covenant! In rarest visitation— 
“ Supernal Beauty manifest again!”

He raised the Goblet filled to overflowing 
And bade an angel bear it down to men . . .

* # *

Awake, 0  world! The Living Cup is pouring!
New bounties flow from out the ample Sun 

As though the Comings of a hundred Spring
times

Had pressed their verdant splendors into one. 
And beauty streams on every wind that blows; 

The desert places blossom as the rose!

i

t
i

■Janet Bolton.
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S P I R I T U A L  S P R I N G T I M E

Dr. O r r o l  L. H a r p e r

“The Sun of Truth  bestows eternal life ju st as the solar sun is the cause of ter
restrial life.”— ’Abdu’l-Baha.

||j’||jH E  Christ Spirit always has 
jjff.llf been and always will he—time 
without end. I t  is that penetrative 
effulgence of Perfection that always 
surrounds man. I t emanates from 
the Creative Sun in rays of love 
and kindness, truth and growth, 
justice and mercy, hope and faith, 
beauty and peace, harmony and 
balance, health and joy, knowl
edge and wisdom.

Like our phenomenal sun, the Di
vine S u n  shines constantly— 
whether the windows and doors of 
human consciousness are open or 
closed.

If the soul of man has found its 
way out of the shadow and dark
ness of gross materiality, it is 
warmed and energized by these 
life-giving rays; but if the animal- 
man predominates, and the spirit
ual-man still lies dormant in slum
ber—the blessings of that Creative 
Essence cannot be appreciated by 
such an unawakened soul.

The blind man can see no light; 
and the deaf man can hear no har
monious melody. The material man 
undergoes no change from this con
tinuous flow of spiritual warmth 
except to become more crisp and 
dry—like the grass on a deserted 
prairie. Something is needed to 
set fire to these useless blades. If 
fresh verdant grass is to take the 
place of the dead, colorless wisps, 
a prairie-fire is needed to burn out 
and clean up the old—in order to 
make room for the new.

A Perfect M irror is necessary 
that can receive and reflect with 
concentrated intensity the spiritual 
heat of God—so that a spark may 
be ignited in the consciousness of 
men that will set ablaze the prairie 
of dead human thoughtlessness 
and clear the ground for a new 
growth of spiritual understanding. 
The fire of the love of G-od can 
burn away the dead grass of ig
norance and make room for the 
new growth of knowledge.

“ A l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  were c h a n 

nels for the Bounty of God, for 
They were the first teachers of man
kind.” A perfected Human Mirror 
lives upon the earth and conveys to 
all mankind the E ternal Radiance. 
This burning reflection of Creative 
Power kindles a spark of spiritual 
life in the minds of men. The dead 
.grass of materiality makes good 
fuel for the Flame of Life. Into 
the human consciousness is incul
cated a new and developed vision of 
living. All creation receives an im
petus.

Another Spring-Cycle of pro
gress dawns upon the souls of 
men. Another Divine Teacher 
comes to lead us on to the next de
gree of study in our school of ex
perience. Through His God-given 
knowledge, through His complete 
understanding and grasp of all 
things, of course far beyond the 
minds of His day, this Being re
veals with Supreme Potency the
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eoming influx of human ideals. He 
becomes the Savior of the world 
awakening mankind to a conscious
ness of its eternal self.

A  S t u d y  of world history will 
reveal an Ideal Teacher as the 
center of each succeeding civiliza
tion. The Messengers of God have 
always come and always will come 
to lead man on to better things.

In the age of Moses the children 
of Israel were so undeveloped that 
they could not comprehend the law 
of love. They had to be taught by 
fear. “ An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth” was the rule re
quired to herd the wayward tribes 
of Israel into line and keep them 
moving forward toward spiritual 
advancement.

Later Jesus, the Nazarene, ap
peared in Palestine and spent His 
life teaching men the law of love 
and service through sacrifice. Jesus 
gave His physicial life so that man 
might awaken to a life beyond the 
grave. He taught us to pray for 
Heaven to come upon earth. His 
message was wholly spiritual.

In the day of Muhammad, the 
lawless tribes of the Arabian pen
insula were so backward in spiritual 
development that a Special Tutor 
was needed to help them catch up 
with the general advance in civiliza
tion. The life and teachings of Mu
hammad brought great changes of 
advantage to the Islamic part of 
the world. Muhammad proclaimed 
constantly the existence of the One 
God.

Before these three, Zoroaster, 
Bramah, Buddha and other Spirit
ual Instructors had sent their Re
flected Light of Wisdom into the ex
panding realm of human hearts.

In the cycle of today man can 
profit by the all-inclusive Teachings 
of Baha’u ’llah, Who like Jesus, 
gave up all earthly possessions and 
lived a life of complete severance to 
the Ideals of universal unfoldment.

T h e s e  M e d i a t o r s  between God 
and man do not seek “ to be minis
tered unto.” Their Being is in a 
natural state of perfection that finds 
its highest expression in sacrifice of 
self and service to mankind. Jesus 
said, “ I come not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister.” Being free 
from earthly attachments, the 
Manifestations find their real joy 
when mankind recognizes the value 
of the Message of Love They sac
rificed earthly life to give. They 
work only for the universal good.

Baha’u ’llah, the Messenger of to
day, explains the continuity of 
prophetic revelation, the fundamen
tal unity and interdependence of all 
parts of creation. He offers a solu
tion for the economic and educa
tional problems that face mankind. 
He proclaims the oneness of hu
manity and the fundamental one
ness of all religions. He explains 
the harmony that exists between 
science and religion. He outlines 
definite plans for the establishment 
of a permanent peace on earth. He 
infuses the idea of brotherly love on 
the basis of One Father—God.

T h e  W o r l d  is fairly alive with 
new ideas and thoughts. “ What 
is the cause,” asks Hr. J . E. 
Esslemont,* “ of this awakening 
throughout the world! Baha’is 
believe that it is due to a great 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
through the Prophet, Baha’u ’llah.
*B aha’ti’llah an,d th e  Nevr E ra .
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* * * The advent of the Manifest
ation is like the coming of the 
Spring. I t  is a day of Resurrec
tion in which the spiritually dead 
are raised to new life, in which the 
Reality of the Divine Religions is 
renewed and reestablished, in 
which appear Mew heavens and a 
new earth .’ ”

Were it not for these Glorious 
Beings who transm it the life-giving 
rays of the Spiritual Sun of Truth 
to mankind, the human race would 
be deprived of a spiritual civiliza
tion; its innate soul qualities would 
remain dormant; it would continue 
to be a captive of the material 
world—like an untrained child, ill- 
mannered, thoughtless, ignorant of 
the high rank of its own reality.

“ The aim of the Prophet of God” 
said ’Abdu’1-Baha, “ is to raise man 
to the degree of knowledge of his 
potentiality, and to illuminate him 
through the light of the kingdom, 
to transform ignorance into wis
dom, error into knowledge, and in
capability into progress. In  short, 
to make all the attainments of 
existence resplendent in m an.”

Baha’u ’llah, the Mouth-Piece of 
G o d  for this age, has ushered in

a n o t h e r  H e a v e n l y - S p r i n g t i m e  a n d  

“ j u s t  a s  a l l  s e a s o n s  o f  s p r i n g  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  o n e  a s  t o  n e w n e s s  o f  

l i f e ,  v e r n a l  s h o w e r s  a n d  b e a u t y ,  s o  

t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  a n d  a c 

c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  P r o p h e t s  i s  

o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e .  N o w  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  r e l i g i o n  h a v e  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

s p r i n g t i m e .  ’  ’  A n d  ’ A b d u  ’ 1 - B a h a  

c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e s e  l i f  e - g i v i n g  w o r d s : 

“ B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  h a s  b r e a t h e d  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t  i n t o  t h e  d e a d  b o d y  o f  

t h e  w o r l d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  e v e r y  w e a k  

s o u l  i s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  t h e s e  f r e s h  

D i v i n e  o u t - b r e a t h i n g s .  E v e r y  p o o r  

m a n  w i l l  b e c o m e  r i c h ,  e v e r y  d a r k 

e n e d  s o u l  w i l l  b e c o m e  i l l u m i n e d ,  

e v e r y  i g n o r a n t  o n e  w i l l  b e c o m e  

w i s e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a r e  d e s c e n d i n g  l i k e  

t o r r e n t s .  A  new era of Divine con
sciousness is upon us. T h e  w o r l d  

o f  h u m a n i t y  i s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a  p r o 

c e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  A  n e w  r a c e  

i s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d .  T h e  t h o u g h t s  

o f  h u m a n  b r o t h e r h o o d  a r e  p e r m e a t 

i n g  a l l  r e g i o n s .  N e w  i d e a l s  a r e  

s t i r r i n g  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  h e a r t s ,  a n d  

a  n e w  s p i r i t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  i s  b e i n g  p r o f o u n d l y  f e l t  b y  a l l  

m e n .  ’  ’

“ The great question appertaining to humanity is religion. The 
first condition is that man must intelligently investigate its founda
tions. The second condition is that he must admit and acknowledge 
the oneness of the ivorld of humanity. B y  this means the attainment 
of true felloivship among mankind is assured and the alienation of 
races and individuals is prevented. All must he considered the 
servants of God; all must recognize God as the one kind protector  
and creator. In  proportion to the acknowledgment of the oneness and 
solidarity of mankind, fellowship is possible, misunderstandings will 
he removed and reality become apparent. Then will the light of 
reality shine forth, and ivhen reality illumines the world, the happiness 
of humankind will become a ver i ty . ”

— ’A bdu ’l-Baha,
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W O R L D  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R O G R E S S

The following is a reprint from  one of the many references to the Baha’i teachings 
and publications which have appeared in  the John O’Groat Journal, published in  Wick, 
Caithness, Scotland. The distinguished E ditor o f this paper— which has a wide circula
tion not only in  Scotland but elsewhere— is broadminded, greatly respected all over 
Scotland, and a worker for peace.

H E  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a b o v e *  

a n d  s e v e r a l  m i n o r  p u b l i c a 

t i o n s  i s s u e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

B a h a ’ i  M o v e m e n t .  D o u b t l e s s  w e  

h a v e  b e e n  s o  f a v o r e d  b e c a u s e ,  

p r a c t i c a l l y  a l o n e  a m o n g  S c o t t i s h  

n e w s p a p e r s ,  w e  h a v e  g i v e n  o n r  

r e a d e r s  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n 

i n g  B a h a  ’ i s m  a n d  i t s  i d e a l s .  T h e  

f i r s t - n a m e d  b o o k  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  

p r i n t e d  v o l u m e ,  w i t h  m a n y  f i n e  i l 

l u s t r a t i o n s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a  r e c o r d  o f  

B a h a ’ i  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  

w r i t i n g s ,  a  d i r e c t o r y  a n d  b i b l i o 

g r a p h y ,  a n d  m a n y  a r t i c l e s  a n d  

p a r t i c u l a r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

f a i t h ,  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n .  A n y o n e  p o s s e s s i n g  a n d  p e r 

u s i n g  t h i s  v o l u m e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  M a g a z i n e  a n d  m i n o r  p r i n t s ,  

w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  M o v e m e n t  i s  

o n e  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  

i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  e v i d e n t l y  

o n e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  f u t u r e  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  l i f e  a n d  t h o u g h t .

B r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  B a h a ’ i  M o v e 

m e n t  i s  o u t  f o r  t h e  u n i f y i n g  o f  n a 

t i o n s ,  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  t o n g u e s ,  f o r  

t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  M a n k i n d ,  f o r  

w o r l d  p e a c e  a n d  w o r l d - w i d e  e d u 

c a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  i n  c h a r 

a c t e r ,  h a s  n o  p r i e s t l y  o r d e r ,  i s  n o t  

a  s a c e r d o t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  a  s e c t

T h e  Ba h a ’i W orld, 1926-28. A  Biennial 
In ternational Record. New York City: 
The Baha’i Publishing Committee. 
300 pages.

T h e  B a h a ’i M a g a z in e , December, 1929.

a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  s e c t s ,  a n d  i t  

r e p u d i a t e s  a l l  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  I n  r e 

l i g i o n  i t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

a l l  k n o w l e d g e  —  t h a t  “ G o d  i s  

L o v e ” ;  i t  c l a i m s  t o  b e  t h e  ‘ 11 G r e a t  

C a l l  t o  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  o f  m a n k i n d  

t o  m a k e  t h e  s u p r e m e  e f f o r t  t h a t  

w i l l  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  a  

h o m e  o f  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  p e a c e ” ;  

a n d  i t  t e a c h e s  t h a t  m a n k i n d ,  b y  

t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d ,  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  

d o  t h i s .  I n  s h o r t ,  i t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  

u n i f y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  

t o  p r o m o t e  w o r l d - w i d e  j u s t i c e ,  f e l 

l o w s h i p  a n d  t o l e r a n c e .

T h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  M o v e m e n t  

w e r e  f i r s t  e n u n c i a t e d  b y  B a h a ’ u -  

’ l l a h ,  a  P e r s i a n ;  a n d  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  o r i g i n ,  a n d  t h e  i d e a  

t h a t  i t s  f o u n d e r  w a s  c l a i m e d  a s  a  

n e w  M e s s i a h ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o t  h i t h 

e r t o  r e c e i v e d  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  

t h r o u g h o u t  C h r i s t e n d o m .  I t  i s  

n o w  b e i n g  s h o w n  a n d  e m p h a s i z e d  

b y  i t s  a d v o c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  o f  

B a h a ’ u ’ l l a h  i s  a  c a l l  t o  t r a n s l a t e  

t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  t e a c h i n g  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  

S e r m o n  o n  t h e  M o u n t  i n t o  a c t u a l 

i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h a t  i t  

i s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o ,  a n d  n o t  i n  

a n y  w a y  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r ,  C h r i s t 

i a n i t y .  T h e  B a h a ’ i s  s a y :  “ I t  i s  

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a  C h r i s t i a n  t o  b e  

s a t i s f i e d  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  o w n  h e a r t  

a b o u t  C h r i s t ,  n o r  a  M o h a m m e d a n  

a b o u t  M o h a m m e d ,  n o r  a  J e w  a b o u t  

M o s e s ,  n o r  a  Z o r o a s t r i a n  a b o u t  

Z o r o a s t e r ,  n o r  a  H i n d u  a b o u t
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K r i s h n a ,  n o r  a  B u d d h i s t  a b o u t  t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  p r o p h e t  o r  

s e e r .  B u t ,  a s  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e  i s  t h e  

e s s e n c e  o f  t h e m  a l l ,  world-fellow
ship  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o n s u m m a t i o n  

o f  t h e m  a l l .

P u t  i n  a n o t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  B a h a ’ i  

r e v e l a t i o n  i s  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  t h e  p e r 

f e c t  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  w o r d s  

w h e n  H e  s a i d :  “ I  h a v e  y e t  m a n y  

t h i n g s  t o  s a y  u n t o  y o u ,  b u t  y e  c a n 

n o t  b e a r  t h e m  n o w .  H o w b e i t ,  w h e n  

h e ,  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  T r u t h ,  i s  c o m e  .  .  .  

w h o m  I  w i l l  s e n d  u n t o  y o u  f r o m  

t h e  F a t h e r  . . .  h e  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  

u n t o  a l l  t r u t h . ”

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d e n y i n g  t h e  

n o b l e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  M o v e m e n t ,  a n d  

m a n y  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  o n e  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n 

i t y  a n d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t r u t h  

w h i c h  i s  a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s .  N o w a d a y s  w h e n  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  w o r l d  p e a c e  i s  a  l i v e  

i s s u e ,  s o  e a r n e s t l y  h o p e d  a n d  

p r a y e d  f o r  b y  g o o d  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  i t s  

t e a c h i n g s  c a n  s c a r c e l y  f a i l  t o  h a v e  

a  p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  d i r e c 

t i o n  s o  g r e a t l y  t o  b e  d e s i r e d .  I t  

i s  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  i n  

t h e s e  c o l u m n s  g i v e n  b r i e f  n o t i c e s  

o f  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  

w h i c h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  f a v o r e d  b y  

M r .  E .  T .  H a l l ,  1  N o r t o n  S t r e e t ,  

H i g h e r  B r o u g h t o n ,  M a n c h e s t e r .  

M r .  H a l l  i s  h i m s e l f  a  w h o l e 

h e a r t e d  e x p o n e n t  o f  B a h a ’ i  p r i n 
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