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“Among the teachings of His Holiness Bah&’u’llih is man’s free-
dom: that through the Ideal Power he should be emancipated and
free from the captivity of the world of nature; for as long as man is
captive to nature he is a ferocious animal, as the struggle for
existence is one of the exigencies of the world of nature.
matter of the struggle for existence is the fountain-head of all
calamities and is the supreme affliction.”— Abdu’l-Baha.

This

NOT UNTIL competition is sup-
planted by cooperation in the life of
individuals and nations can peace
and harmony reign on earth.

It is but natural that men should
gtill think in terms of brute competi-
tion. For on our animal side we
humans have evolved by the law of
the jungle. The law of competition
and survival of the fittest, which dom-
inates the life of nature, apparently
dominates also the life of man.

But man according to the teachings
of ’Abdu’l-Baha is destined to tran-
scend the limitations of the natural
world, and through spiritual evolution
develop new powers and new quali-
ties. The civilization which will rise
upon these spiritual foundations will
not be characterized by selfish com-
petition. In it the jungle law will
have no place.

How soon will this spiritual civili-
zation, which Christ named the King-
dom of God, become established? As
soon as humanity becomes convinced
that the present civilization based
upon man’s animal qualities is in-
efficient and unstable. Whether, as
many fear, it will take another uni-
versal war to demonstrate this truth:
or whether, which is more to be de-
sired, humanity can learn through its
innate spiritual capacity, remains to
be seen.

MEANWHILE, one shudders at
the doctrinaire which is commonly
expressed by those whose patriotism
congists of the idea of national ex-
ploitation and domination.

The morning paper of a leading
American city in a recent issue as-
sures its readers that our export
trade, already eight hundred million
dollars more than that of our nearest
competitor, “is destined to completely
eclipse the exports of all other na-
tions, and dominate oversea markets.”
But what result is to be expected as
to the psychology of other nations
toward us when we “dominate over-
sea markets”? The editor assures
us that “we shall be most envied by
our competitors—heartily hated by
some of them.”

It is to be a grim life and death
struggle, it seems. “All experience
will have to be reversed,” the writer
goes on to say, “if we maintain and
expand our domination of oversea
markets without clashing with the
great nations whose exports we dis-
place. Since time began the world’s
markets have been the fat prize for
which wars have been fought.’

Therefore, goes on this jingoistic
argument, the only safety for us lies
in strong defense, on land, on water,
and in air. Militarism is involved as

the inevitable corollary of interna-
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tional competition for the domination
of the world’s markets.

Deplorable as are the conclusions to
which this newspaper editorial would
lead us, the logic of it all is irrefut-
able provided we start off with the
proposition that a country’s aim
should be to dominate the world in
trade.

THE CAUSES OF WAR are chiefly
economic. There is indeed no ques-
tion in the minds of those who have
impartially followed world affairs for
a generation that the last Great War
resulted from economic causes. There
can be as little question that if these
economic conditions continue, war
will occur again.

Selfishness on the part of nations,
as on the part of individuals, can lead
only to inharmony and friction. A
healthy competition in which each in-
dividual or nation does its best and
receives ithe rewards which naturally
flow to effort and efficiency,—such
competition is justifiable even in the
cooperative civilization which must
eventually displace our present sys-
tem.

But that form of competition which
seeks deliberately to dominate will
soon be seen to be as archaic ag any
other form of autocracy or imperial-
ism. Just why should any nation
seek to dominate world markets, ex-
cluding others? Just why should any
nation wish to uphold such domina-
tion by force of arms?

IT IS ONLY those nations which
feel themselves powerful enough to
be aggressors that dream of uphold-
ing commerce with armies and navies.
Little nations like Switzerland seem
to thrive without navies to uphold
their trade. Selecting for manufac-
ture those things in which they are
most skillful or for which nature has
given them an advantage, they find
ready markets for their goods though

encircled and ranged about by other
and more powerful nations which
could bar their way to the sea.

Holiand survives and flourishes;
and so does Denmark, which is con-
sidered the most evenly civilized and
prosperous of all modern nations,—
without the force of militarism to
back their international commerce.

What natural or necessary relation
has military force to commercial sue-
cess or failure? When the discovery
off the New World deflected trade
from the Mediterranean, many cities
such as Venice and Genoa lost the
wealth which had been theirs through
commerce. Could they have main-
tained their leadership in trade by
force of arms? How absurd the
thought!

The tide of commerce flows and
ebbs. It follows natural laws with
which militarism has no concern. Lef
each nation be content with the nat-
ural rewards of its prowess in in-
dustry and trade, and let armies and
navies cease to follow the flag of
comimerce.

IF HUMANITY will but follow the
law of God for this day and age, and
practice cooperation, new and un-
dreamed of benefits will acerue. In-
dustry and trade need no bolstering
up with thought of domination;
rather, let them be founded on the
ideal of excelling. Let each nation
put effort to that in which it nat-
urally excels, and exchange with
other nations in the spirit of mutual
aid and cooperation. The fruits of
such cooperation will be so extra-
ordinary that the whole world will
live in prosperity and peace.

The economic life of man, so fun-
damentally important, is remodeled
by the laws of Bahad’u'lldh as laid
down for the New Age. Poverty, for
the first time in the history of this
planet, is to be abolished by a provi-
sion as simple as it is effective. Class-
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consciousness will be diminished, and Thus it will be seen that the Ba-
the conflict between capital and labor ha’t religion not only satisfies the
peacefully and harmoniously termi- spiritual needs of man, but provides
nated by methods later deseribed in  fully for all his material needs.

this number.

T IS by friendly consultation and co-
operation, by just copartnership and
profit-sharing, that the interests of both
capital and labor will be best served.

<3 The harsh weapons of the strike and
lockout are injurious, not only to the trades
immediately affected, but to the community as a
whole. It is, therefore, the business of the gov-
ernments to devise means for preventing re-
course to such barbarous methods of settling
disputes.

How much of the energy employed in the busi-
ness world of today is expended simply in can-
celling and neutralizing the efforts of other
people—in useless strife and competition! And
how much in ways that are still more injurious!
Were all to work, and were all work—whether of
brain or hand—of a nature profitable to man-
kind, as Bah&'w'lldh commands, then the supplies
of everything necessary for a healthy, comfort-
able and noble life would amply suffice for all.
There need be no slums, no starvation, no des-
titution, no industrial slavery, no health-destroy-
ing drudgery.

One of the most important instructions of Ba-
ha’w’llah in regard to the economic question is
that all must engage in useful work. There must
be no drones in the social hive, no able-bodied
parasites on society.—Dr. J. E. Esslemont in
“Baha'v’llah and the New Era.”
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WHEN ANVILS RING IN UNISON

DALE 8. COLE

“The solution of economic questions will not be brought about by array of capital
against labor, and labor against capital, in strife and conflict but by the voluntwry atii-

tude of good-will on both sides.
secured. . . . "—"Abdw’l-Bahd.

That profound and significant de-
velopments are occurring in the in-
dustrial relationships between those
engaged in industrial pursuits is one
of the most encouraging signs of
the times. Whether this be due to a
new attitude toward work, social evo-
lution, or whether it be due to the
force of economic pressure, matters
little, for behind the mass of statis-
tical figures and the trials and errors
there is growing apace with our in-
dustrial life, a strong and decided
trend toward cooperative endeavor
which tends towards a better civili-
zation and to glorify God in a degree
hitherto not attained.

No less an authority than Hon.
James J. Davis, Secretary of Labor,
has recently voiced in the press some
very illuminating utterances. Com-
ing from a man of his experience and
judgment they must arouse the inter-
est of every thinking individual.

Apparently, he feels that there has
been taking place in the minds of
workmen, what amounts to a revolu-
tion of feeling. “One of these de-
velopments is the workman’s attitude
toward the strike,” that dreaded
weapon which has brought so much
loss and suffering and which has so
disrupted industrial peace. “It is
common knowledge that this (atti-
tude) has undergone a marked
change in recent years. It seems to
me, however, that we have failed
completely to appreciate the improve-
ment of industrial relations and on
the whole structure of national pros-
perity.” And while national pros-
perity is important, any influence
which is potent in this respect, na-

Then a real and lasting justness of conditions will be

tionally, cannot be without effect so-
cially and internationally, so closely
are interests knit today.

“A study of the strike history of
our country reveals that we have been
taking for granted, in this connec-
tion, a great many things which are
not true. Chief among these are
the erroneous beliefs that all em-
ployers’ associations were organized
to combat labor and that the ultimate
function of a labor organization is
the strike.” It seems quite possible
that the real function of industry is
being appreciated; that its purpose
is to serve and that the day is not
so far distant when it will be gen-
erally recognized that ‘“all effort and
exertion put forth by man from the
fullness of his heart is worship, if it
is prompted by the highest motives
and the will to do service to human-
ity. This is worship—to serve man-
kind and to minister to the needs of
the people.” (Paris Talks, p. 164.)

With reference to work, Baha’u’-
114h has said:

“It is enjoined on every one of you
to engage in some occupation—some
art, trade or the like. We have made
this, your occupation, identical with
the worship of God, the True One.”
As the consciousness of this, however
vague and unrecognized, permeates
human receptivities, is it any wonder
that significant changes are occurring
in our attitude toward industrial re-
lations, toward the strike?

And again, “Waste not your time
in idleness and indolence, and occupy
yourselves with that which will profit
yourselves and others beside your-
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selves.” Service is vital to progress
and to industry.

Commenting on these commands,
Dr. Esslemont in his book, “Bahi’u’-
114h and the New Era,” has written:

“How much of the energy employed
in the business world of today is ex-
pended simply in cancelling and
neutralizing the efforts of other peo-
ple—in useless strife and competi-
tion.”

Almost as if in answer, Mr. Davis
cheers and encourages when he says:

“. . . certain apparent changes in
strike strategy must be traced to new
habits of thought on the part of the
worker as well as the changing atti-
tude of many employers.” A new
note of cooperation is becoming more
insistent. That the cause of this
must be some deep spiritual influence
cannot be questioned. It is a part of
the bounty of the Sun of Truth,
warming the earth and stimulating
growth. Growth is always more
rapid in the direct rays of the sun;
however, some plants benefit indi-
rectly even though they reach a lim-
ited development only in the sghade.
When the spiritual influences which
are at work are recognized fully, de-
velopment will be even more rapid
than during the unprecedented period
of the last fifty years.

(Mr. Davis) “I am convinced that
not only the leaders but also the rank
and file of labor have developed a
wholly new conception of the strike.
I believe they have made more prog-
ress toward social enlightenment in
the past fifty years than their fathers
were able to make in the preceding
five centuries.” And if there is a
new attitude toward the strike is it
too much to presume that there is
also a new attitude toward labor and
the fruits of labor?

Surely man has not accomplished
this alone? Why has it been only re-
cently that distinct progress has been
noted? DBecause there is gpiritual
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leaven at work, beneath the surface,
which is making cooperation the key-
note of industrial development of this
and coming periods.

Man does not germinate a revolu-
tion of feeling independently and of
his own volition. Environment and
circumstances may stimulate him to
certain reactions and effort. Ex-
perience may temper his judgment,
but what is it that touches the heart,
remoulds our habits of thought to-
wards life and its problems? Is this
stimulus human or divine? Is it not
a spiritual something which comes to
man from God, a life-giving current
which flows when the channel is un-
obstructed?

(Davis) “I do not expect to see any
change in normal human desire for
betterment that leads to strikes. But
I think the great mass of workers
has caught some inkling of the
eternal truth that power carries with
it responsibility for restraint that
the abuse of power, which is respon-
gible for most human misery, is also
the beginning of the loss or destruc-
tion of power.”

It is to be hoped that the desire
for the better things of life will in-
crease but that the fulfillment of such
desires will be brought about through
cooperation and not strife. The abuse
of power has always lead to misun-
derstanding and battle and whether
it be national, industrial or religious
warfare, there is a growing con-
sciousness that such ig not “the way.”
In this industrial age a gauge is often
applied—*“Does it pay?’ The an-
swer is becoming more and more ap-
parent, strife does not pay, either in
economic gain or individual and col-
lective well-being.

(Davis) “The psychology of or-
ganized labor is only the sum of the
psychology of its members, magnified
by the broader view to be expected
of those who must think in national
terms. . . .
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“When we reduce the consequences
of this thinking to terms of the indi-
vidual we get a still better picture of
the remarkable standard of peace at-
tained.”

And we must reduce it to indivi-
duals, for of them are masses con-
stituted, and spiritual influences af-
fect first and primarily the indi-
vidual.

How comforting to be told that
there are signs of “peace attained” in
some degree, somewhere in the world
of human activity today!

(Davis) “My idea is that we shall
make much more rapid progress if we
begin to see things as they are, free
of the emotional influences handed
down to us through generations of
constantly diminishing struggle.”

How true! If we could only ‘“be-
gin to see things as they are” we
would be greatly illumined and better
prepared to accept and practice those
precepts which will contribute to the
ultimate and complete solution of the
vexatious problem of human indus-
trial relationships.

Years ago, ’Abdu’l-Baha from His
profound wisdom spoke of strikes.
He attributed them to two causes:
“extreme sharpness and rapacity of
the capitalists, and the excesses,
avidity and ill-will of the artisans.”
Today we see huge labor organiza-
tions with millions in their treasuries.
Have they become capitalists? If so,
where is the line to be drawn?

’Abdu’l-Bahé pointed out that our
laws were at fault for they permit
individuals to amass forfunes which
they cannot administer properly on
the one hand and cause large num-
bers to exist in poverty on the other.
“This is contrary to justice, to hu-
manity and equity ; it is the height of
iniquity, the opposite to what causes
divine satisfation.”

He stated that these laws should
be changed to limit the misery of mil-
lions, but called attention to the fact

that “absolute equality is just as im-
possible, for absolute equality in
fortunes, honors, commerce, agri-
culture and industry would end in
want of comfort, in discouragement,
in disorganization of the means of ex-
istence. . . .” “Thus there is a great
wisdom in the fact that equality is
not imposed by law; it is, therefore,
preferable for moderation to do its
work.” And who can doubt but that
laws will be changed?

Many of the benefits for which
labor unions were formed have been
attained and are considered not only
just and equitable but as constituting
good business. We do not hear as
many protests against “poor working
conditions” and long hours of labor
as formerly. There is less cause.
Conditions are infinitely better, gen-
erally.

The ultimate solution has been sug-
gested by ’Abdu’l-Baha:

“Now I want to tell you about the
law of God. According to the divine
law, employees should not be paid
merely by wages. Nay, rather they
should be partners in every work.”

Thus we see that many years ago,
the keynote of making of industry
a cooperative endeavor was sounded.
And the motive behind this sugges-
tion is love, sympathy, understand-
ing and the desire to better the lot
of humanity for its own sake. The
effectiveness of cooperative endeavor
in making unnecessary the organiza-
tion of labor was proposed also, years
ago, but this proposal was more or
less a defensive conception.

In many instances we see stronger
and stronger tendencies towards
making industrial work cooperative.
Experiments are being tried. Execu-
tives are finding that it pays. One of
them has said: “and when you have
fourteen hundred people working
with a heart in the business it cannot
help but succeed. . . . There is no
mystery about it. Cooperation is the
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keynote of the future. We have
simply proven it will work today.”

There are two potent factors which
vitalize and retain the worker’s in-
terest in his tasks. One of these is
an opportunity for self-expression
and the other is the feeling that he
is sharing in the actual profit de-
rived; that what he builds into the
product of himself is returned to him
in a form which will benefit those he
loves and in a measure at least mean
to him the same sort of privileges,
assurances and acknowledgments
“as wider margined folk obtain or
hope to obtain from other forms of
property.” Omne of the precepts of
the Baha’i Teachings in this respect
is that all those who contribute to an
endeavor should share in the profits.

There seems to be a deepening
sense of mutual responsibility and in-
terdependence between owners and
workmen which, as Mr. Davis says,
has modified views in regard to the
strike. No longer are strikes de-
clared overnight. They are usually
called only after deliberation and as
a last resort. There is a growing
hesitancy to rush into a state of ac-
tive resistance and industrial war-
fare. The price is too great.

Students of social science prob-
ably do not attribute these changes
in attitude to a spiritual quickening.
They explain it by the fact that hu-
manity, especially those who work,
are giving more thought to these mat-
ters, and realize some of the useless-
ness of strife and contention, that
economic pressure has forced the
changes.

But if thought changes—what is
the origin of thought?

“There is, however, a faculty in
man which unfolds to his vision the
secrets of existence. It gives him
power whereby he may investigate
the reality of every object. It leads
man on and on to the luminous sta-
tion of divine sublimity and frees

him from all fetters of self, causing
him to ascend to the pure heaven of
sanctity. This is the power of the
mind. . . .

“There is another power which is
differentiated from that of soul and
mind. This . . . is the spirit which
is an emanation from the Divine Be-
stower; it is the effulgence of the Sun
of Reality, the radiation of the celes-
tial world, the gpirit of faith. . . . .
The spirit is the axis round which
the eternal life revolves. If is con-
ducive to everlasting glory and is the
cause of the exaltation of humanity.”
(’Abdu’l-Bah4.)

And so back of or above the realm
of thought lieg the impulse of the
spirit. The Bounty of God is the
cause of mellowing and enlightening
tendencies which are becoming more
and more visible today. It is the
cause back of better and more en-
lightened thinking.

As the old barriers between theory
and practice are being leveled in in-
dustrial applications of science so also
is there less differentiation between
idealism and practicability, for some
high ideals are becoming everyday
realities and the passage of time is
marked by a steady trend toward
peace in the industrial world.

Such changes do not occur rapidly
or without reverses, but when thiz
period has become history and is
looked back wupon, these favorable
tendencies, even in the time of incu-
bation, as it were, will stand out
clearly from a drab background.

Today one’s intellectual powers
cannot become awakened without a
quickening of the spirit, for the
quickening of the spirit is the cause
of intellectual awakening and yearn-
ing. Education follows and with it
tolerance and breadth of vision
which forces recognition of the ac-
celerating brotherhood of man.

Mr. Davis closes his second article
with the following:
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“Other instances that might be
multiplied almost without number
have brought me to the conviction
that unseen factors are at work. 1
believe that as strikes continue to de-
crease and our minds continue to
open, these will become visible. It is
now more than fifty years since the
idea of cooperative enterprise as a
means of making unions unnecessary
was first put forth. It has been
stated that this idea has made more
advance in the past five years than
in the preceding forty-five, and the
only reason the unions have grown in
strength and power is because they
have found new functions. Perhaps
the greatest contribution of organ-
ized labor to society is yet to be de-
veloped in the working out of these
economic functions, not for the bene-
fit of a single group or class, but for

the maintenance and advancement of
general prosperity.”

What an opportunity for con-
structive speculation these words pre-
sent! It is not difficult to imagine
the labor organizations having pow-
erful influence for good upon the con-
ditions of man. What a far cry from
the strike as a function!

And so there is evidence to support
the hope that the day is not far off
when anvils will ring in unison and
harmony, sending forth clear psens
of joy in service to humanity and to
God; when the strike will be entirely
forgotten and cooperative endeavor
effective in the fullest degree; when
all will share justly in the fruits of
labor and the forge-fires, large and
small, will be symbols of enlighten-
ment which will brighten the life of
every individual.

501

WORK

A SONG OF TRIUMPH
By ANGELA MORGAN

ORK!
g x / Thank God for the might of it,

The ardor, the urge, the delight of it—
Work that springs from the heart’s desire,
Setting the brain and the soul on fire—
Oh, what is so good as the heat of it,
And what is so glad as the beat of it,
And what is so kind as the stern command,
Challenging brain and heart and hand?
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Work!

Thank God for the pride of it,

For the beautiful, conquering tide of it,
Sweeping the life in its furious flood,

Thrilling the arteries, cleansing the blood,
Mastering stupor and dull despair,

Moving the dreamer to do and dare.

Oh, what is so good as the urge of it,

And what is so glad as the surge of it,

And what is so strong as the summons deep,
Rousing the torpid soul from sleep?

Work!

Thank God for the pace of it,

For the terrible, keen swift race of it;
Fiery steeds in full control,

Nostrils a-quiver to greet the goal.
Work! The power that drives behind,
Guiding the purposes, taming the mind,
Holding the runaway wishes back,
Reining the will to one steady track,
Speeding the energies faster, faster,
Triumphing over disaster.

Oh, what is so good as the pain of it,
And what is so great as the gain of it?
And what is go kind as the cruel goad,
Forcing us on through the rugged road?

Work!

Thank God for the swing of it,

For the clamoring, hammering ring of it—
Passion of labor daily hurled

On the mighty anvils of the world.

Oh, what is so fierce as the flame of if,
And what is so huge as the aim of it?
Thundering on through dearth and doubt,
Calling the plan of the Maker out.

Work, the Titan; Work, the friend,
Shaping the earth to a glorious end,
Draining the swamps and blasting the hills,
Doing whatever the Spirit wills—

Rending a continent apart,

To answer the dream of the Master heart.
Thank God for a world where none may shirk,
Thank God for the splendor of work!

This poem—ifor the republication of which the au‘hor has kindly given her 1)e1m'lSSlOn——1$ paltlcul{llly
significant to Baha'is because its sentiment closely follows the law of Grod Baha'uw'llah said, “It is incum-
bent on every ome of you to engage in some occupation, such as arls, trades, and the like. VVe have made
this—your occupation—identical with the worship ofof God. —.Ddltm.
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INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY

STANWOOD COBB

“Bahd’w’lldh set forth principles of guidance ond teaching for economic readjust-
ment. . . . This readjustment of the social economic is of the greatest importance inas-
much as it insures the stubility of the world of humanity; and until it is effected, happi-
ness and prosperity are impossible.”— Abdu’l-Bahd.

HERE is universal recognition

-among all who consider the prob-
lems of industry today of the im-
portant need of finding a means of
harmony and mutual interest between
labor and capital. Oppogition, either
in psychology or in practice, between
these two great forces which make
up industry, can mean only disaster
and ultimate ruin to industry and
civilization. The solution of the
problem cannot come by attempted
bargains between organized forces of
capital and labor, for the reason that
neither factor, as things are now ar-
ranged, will ever find contentment
in arrangements which from the very
nature must be unstable and imper-
manent.

Warfare and the sgpirit of warfare,
whether as between nations or as be-
tween classes, can lead only to dis-
integration. So long as labor feels
itself having interests different from
capital, feels that it must make its
gains by resisting the demands and
interests of capital, so long will there
continue a warfare, actual or implied,
between labor and capital. Unioniza-
tion, strikes, the suppression of
strikes, the attempts at keeping open-
shop: what are these but battles in
the struggle between two immense
forces which so long as they coneeive
themselves hostile to one another, can
never find the solution to the prob-
lems of industrial management.

In reality it is not higher wages
which labor most needs, but a share
in the ownership and management of
industry. This is the only solution
which can bring peace in the indus-

trial camp and which can bring sat-
isfaction to the heart of the worker.
At present under the regime of ex-
treme specialization, labor can take
little enjoyment in its efforts unless
it feels itself an effective and con-
trolling part in the industry which
it is making possible. Says Prof.
Wm. McDougal in his article “Crime
in America” in the April “Forum,”
“Add to all this (other causes of
crime) that a large proportion of
adults are engaged in occupations in-
trinsically uninteresting and unnatu-
ral, occupations which yield little sat-
isfaction but the pay envelope, and it
is easy to understand that serious
moral conflicts are frequent and neu-
rotic disorders a common scourge, for
men lack those dominant ideals and
purposes which develop strong char-
acter and which alone can resolve
the conflicts of motives that inevit-
ably arise.”

Thus we see that the industrial
problem contains dangers not only as
regards efficiency in the production
of goods, but also as regards char-
acter, mental hygiene, and the social
stability of the nation.

Is there any problem facing hu-
manity at present—unless it be that
of warfare between nations—so grave
as that of capital and labor? Before
the world can move on into its ideal
civilization this problem must be met
and solved.

The message of Baha'u’llah con-
taining within itself the solution of
all present-day world problems and
presenting a plan covering every nec-
essary detail for a perfect world civi-
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lization, would of course, and does,
include the solution of this problem
of industrialism. The solution is
this: that labor should have a part
ownership in the enterprise in which
it is engaged, entitling it to a certain
share in the net proceeds in addition
to its wages; and that it should share
also in the management of the enter-
prise by representation on its board
of directors.

Such an arrangement would en-
tirely obliterate the present cleavage
between capital and labor, and bring
it to pass that these two forces would
feel themselves as but one force work-
ing for production and sharing in the
results with mutual interests and one
common goal of efficiency and able
production. Furthermore, it would
give an added dignity to the person-
ality of labor. Just as the abolition
of slavery heightens the sense of per-
sonality and restores man to his nat-
ural position of human dignity, so
the abolition of industrial slavery due
to the wage system would operate to
raise the workman to that position
of innate dignity which was char-
acterigtic of the “Guild System” prac-
ticed in the Middle Ages, the loss of
which through the modern industrial
system is so much lamented by econ-
omists and sociologists.

Those who study the Bahd’i Move-
ment and feel it to be an expression
of the Divine Will and Power for
this age, realize that that Power
works mysteriously and suggestively
in human inventiveness and ingenu-
ity, unconsciously to men’s minds
bringing about movements which are
carrying out the purpose of God for
this age. Thus it is that since the
rise of the Manifestation of Bahd'v'-
114h, the world-mind has enormously
expanded, together with its capacity
to conceive and define new ideals per-
taining to a higher civilization and
directly in line with the definite plan
of Bah&’w’llah for the new civiliza-
tion of the coming age.
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Therefore it is of extreme interest
to note that already in the industrial
world men of vision have been feel-
ing out in this direction of indus-
trial democracy, and have already
made certain mnotable achievements
along this line above mentioned of
participation of labor in the owner-
ship and management of industry.
These efforts have been for the first
time summed up in the admirable
volume entitled, “Political and Indus-
trial Democracy,” by W. Jett Lauck.®

The author, after showing the need
of industrial democracy, gives sev-
eral very interesting examples of in-
dustries which are at present in part
or in full carrying out this idea.

“If as a people we are to prevail
and prosper; if as a world we are to
have an ordered future, then the arts
of production must be so practiced
that autocracy, whether of capital or
of labor, must give way to democratic
counsels. This is the way of peace
and of plenty,” so says Dr. Morris L.
Cooke, formerly Director of Public
Works of Philadelphia.

George F. Johnson, of the Endi-
cott Johmson Corporation, Endicott,
N. Y., one of the largest shoe and
leather manufacturing plants of the
country which carries out at present
a partial system of labor participa-
tion in ownership and management,
has said: “As I understand it, an ‘in-
dustrial democracy’ is an industry
operated for the benefit of the com-
munity, including the workers who
produce, and the customers who con-
sume the products. It is operated in
a democratic fashion, ‘to see how
much can be made of it, and not out
of it It gives every boy and girl,
man and woman, an equal chance.
It seeks to pay the highest wages,
and to produce under the best pos-
sible conditions. It recognizes the

#¢Political and Industrial Democracy,”
by W. Jett Lauck. Funk & Wagnalls Co.,
publishers.
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‘human element’ as of the greater im-
portance. It counts its profits great-
est, which profits the largest number.
This, briefly, is what Endicott John-
son are seeking to do.”

Summing up the benefits that will
be derived from inaugurating com-
pletely this system of industrial de-
mocracy, the auther says: “Industrial
democracy really assumes that a new
regime is to be inaugurated—a new
spirit is to be invoked in industry.
It means the substitution of coopera-
tion for conflict, confidence for dis-
trust, and an attitude of mutual ob-
ligation and helpfulness for competi-
tion and restriction. A spirit of sin-
cere democracy must constrain the
whole structure. Without this mov-
ing force, any form of enumeration
of standards will ultimately become
futile. Strikes, suspicion and the
use of force must be put aside. The
animating spirit must be one of mu-
tual trust and helpfulness, which,
just as in any sueccessful political
democracy, says ‘Come, let us reason
together. Let the spirit of common
counsel and cooperation prevail, and
let our efforts and objects be for the
common good.””’

Mr. Lauck describes as follows the
method which should be employed to
bring up industrial democracy : “Gen-
uine democracy in industry requires
mutual and definite agreements as to
methods and participation as well as
complete opportunity to know the
facts and problems with which the
industry is confronted. There must
be mutually agreed-upon machinery
to insure responsible participation of
employees in management, to enable
employees to assist in effecting econ-
omies and in increasing productive
efficiency, and to help in extending
operations and in securing an expan-
sion of the volume of business. Along
with machinery should go a mutual
agreement as to the degree of the
employees’ share in the pecuniary re-
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sults. Complete and responsible
democracy in industry requires the
acquisition of ownership or of a pre-
ponderating degree of ownership in
industry by employees. As this own-
ership must proceed upon the basis
of purchase of stock by employees
from their earnings or through their
participation in profits, it will be
gradual and unaccompanied by any
dislocations caused by inexperience
and misguided action. Until such ex-
perience is gained, any possibility of
inexperienced management also may
be guarded against by the employees
creating a voting trusteeship for their
stock-holdings, made up of experi-
enced and responsible representa-
tives. Employee stock ownership and
control is an essential preliminary to
the complete achievement of indus-
trial democracy.”

The tendency toward employee
stock ownership is at present very
widespread among different indus-
tries of the country, particularly pub-
lic utility corporations. Professor
Carver, of Harvard, in his recent
noteworthy book states that
“the rise of employee stock ownership
portends a tremendous growth in the
financial power of labor and a new
order of society.”

As Mr. Lauck points out, however,
stock ownership does not necessarily
satisfy the demands of industrial de-
mocracy. In a great majority of the
industries just mentioned it is non-
voting stock which labor is permitted
to acquire, whereas it should be vot-
ing stock in order that labor should
share in the direction and manage-
ment of the business. ‘“The net re-
sults of the schemes for individual
employee stock purchase now in oper-
ation, however, show that the loy-
alty of the employee has not been se-
cured. The chief obstacle has been
that employees as a whole have not
been allowed to gain an appreciable
degree of control or voice in the pol-

-----
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icy of the corporation, so that their
position as ‘future partners,” claimed
by the corporations adopting stock-
selling plans, is little more than an
empty phrase so far as industrial de-
mocracy is concerned.”

Even allowing labor to purchase
voting stock, the author points out,
would not necessarily give labor an
actual share in the management for
the reason that the holding of these
shares in small lots and among scat-
tered representatives of labor, would
in reality give them no collective vot-
ing power. Therefore, says Mr.
Lauck, some form of collective owner-
ship of this voting stock by the
employees is necessary in order that
labor may make effective its voting
power. The employees of an industry
holding voting stock in a collective
form, could then elect their own offi-
cers to represent this stock on the
bkoard of directors and to stand for
them. This, says Mr. Lauck, is the
only real method of bringing about
industrial demoeracy by stock owner-
ship, and it is practiced in toto by
only two industries in this country at
present, although a larger number
are carrying out in some part this
idea of employee participation in the
ownership and management.

The following corporations are
cited as the leading ones permitting
employee participation in stock own-
ership and in representation on the
board of directorates.* In the first
five such representation is through
the voluntary action of the owners.
According to the author’s opinion
this is not actual industrial democ-
racy but industrial paternalism, and
therefore not the real solution of the
problem but a praiseworthy effort to-
ward solution.

*The latest list available showing the ex-
tent of employee ownership in twenty-four
corporations is published by The Industrial
Relations Section of Princeton University
and can be secured from them.
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1. Wm. S. Filene Sons—Coopera-
tive Plan—Department Store.

2. Dutchess Bleacheries—Partner-
ship Plan.

3. Boston Consolidated Gas Com-
pany—Profit-sharing Plan.

4. Louisville Railway Company—
Cooperative Plan.

5. Columbia Conserve Company.

6. Mitten or Philadelphia Rapid
Transit Company Plan of Coopera-
tion.

7. Dennison Manufacturing Com-
pany—Partnership Plan.

8 The A. Nash Company, Ine.
(“Golden Rule” Method of Coopera-
tion.)

“In addition to the plans being es-
pecially considered in this study,
there are also other forms, which in
connection with employee stock-pur-
chase plans, or systems of employee
representation, permit, under vary-
ing conditions, employee representa-
tion on boards of directors. These
companies are General Ice Delivery
Company, Detroit; Pittsburgh Coal
Company, Pittsburgh; Butler and
Harmony Consolidated Railway and
Power Company; Procter and
Gamble Company; Studebaker Cor-
poration, and the Marr Grocery Com-
pany, Denver, Colorado. There may
be still others, but these constitute
all for which data were obtainable
for the present study.”

The A. Nash Company, Inc., has
already in previous numbers been
described in the pages of the Bahé’i
Magazine. It is sufficient to state
here that in the opinion of Mr. Lauck,
it has been indeed “an industrial
miracle.” It is in his opinion a pretty
perfect form of industrial democracy,
and the results of this democratiza-
tion have been wonderful. From a
democratic and ethical standpoint the
gituation of The Nash Company may
be considered as theoretically ideal.
“If the tendencies which have already
been shown extend into the future, as
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they undoubtedly will, the plan un-
der which this company is operating
will constiute one of the most perfect
forms of industrial democracy, so far
as spirit and achievements are con-
cerned, which hag thus far been de-
veloped.”

More remarkable even than The
Nash Company because larger in its
volume of business and its number of
employees and in its position as a
great public utility corporation, is
the change which has been made in
the organization of the Philadelphia
Rapid Transit Company since it was
put in operation there in 1911 by Mr.
T. E. Mitten who at that time was
placed in charge of the company.

At that time the Philadelphia Rapid
Transit Company was in a desperate
condition both as regards its deterio-
ration of equipment, the low value of
its stock, and the disharmony of its
labor. In so desperate a condition
was it that when Mr. Mitten an-
nounced as a condition of his accept-
ing the directorship or management
of the company, that he should have
full power to carry out any plan he
wished, the stockholders were glad
to accede to this. The plan is one of
democratization which ‘“provides for
a direct participation and incentive
to employees for cooperation on a
definite stimulating basis, or by
granting a fifty per cent participa-
tion in Management’s Fee or share in
net earnings, payable after returns
to capital have been met.”

The results of this plan as carried
out have been remarkable. In the
first place the inharmony in the
ranks of labor was overcome and the
employees have become most loyal
and interested. They have system-
atically purchased both common and
preferred stock of the company, and
now hold through their own trus-
tees more than ten million dollars
par value, or more than thirty-three
and one-third per cent of the total
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common stock. The cash dividends
on this stock are regularly distrib-
uted to the individual employees ac-
cording to their respective shares
and the total amount of stock pur-
chased. As a result of the new atti-
tude of employees the management
of the company has been so much
more efficient that all of its difficul-
ties have been overcome, the equip-
ment has been improved and brought
to a greater perfection, the value of
the stock and bonds has been greatly
raised, and the whole organization
tremendously strengthened by the
Mitten plan, which Lauck cites as the
most perfect of all the plans at pres-
ent used in the direction of industrial
democracy.

“Mitten, men and management,
through voluntary agreement, volun-
tary discussion and voluntary action
have made good one hundred cents
on the dollar every stock and bond in
the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Com-
pany. They have rehabilitated a
great transit system, re-equipped it
from top to bottom, and placed it on
a par with any system of its kind in
the world. . . . There is no healthier
public utility in the United States
today than that same Philadelphia
Rapid Transit Company, where man-
agement and men brought order out
of chaos and brought prosperity out
of despair through the instrumental-
ity of voluntary discussion, and an
agreement that would voluntarily ar-
bitrate any differences that would
ever arise,”

How great would be the results if
industrial democracy could be
achieved, the author says. ‘There
would be a new industrial order
which would represent greater effi-
ciency and productivity and the fruits
of which would be exceedingly great
gains in human welfare and happi-
ness. The losses of industrial con-
flict, as well as the danger of revolu-
tionary and radical action, would be
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eliminated. These would bhe sup-
planted by a democratic, constructive,
evolution which would safely develop
in accordance with the responsibili-
ties placed upon management and em-
ployees in industry. Individual effort
and ability would still be the con-
straining force in industrial life but
it would be properly subordinated to
a reasonable and practical spirit of
cooperation and service.”

So much for the world at large.

As regards the Baha’i world it may
be of interest to state that Bah&’is
who are industrialists are endeavor-
ing to carry out the Law as laid down
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in their religion, of participation in
ownership and management. In the
following short statement on this
page is cited what we congider the
most complete and effective carrying
out of this plan.

It is to be hoped that this solution
of the economic problem will be ac-
cepted and worked out by industrial-
ists and labor in the coming genera-
tion, thus avoiding that economic
warfare which, too, has itg atrocities
and lamentable wastes as devastating
in their way as the evil effects of
military warfare.

business men of this country.
coffee firm in New York-—Editor.

less than he earns.”

IS THIS PHILANTHROPY

The laow of Bahd’wWllih for the democratization of imdustry—ithat labor
should have a share in the ownership and proceeds in addition to wages, and «
voice in the management—has already been carried out by some of the Bahd’i
The most notable is here cited of an importing

S THIS business is now arranged there is no distinction of
employer and employee, capital and labor, for more than
three-quarters of those concerned with it are capitalists
and sharers in the enterprise.
out, a capitalist, by definition, is “any man who spends

Ag its president points

The employees of this company have

’ been given an opportunity to purchase stock at cost. If
they have not the funds available they are given the stock at six per
cent interest. ‘“The annual dividends,” said the president, “have
more than offset the interest, and gradually these employees have
paid for the stock from their savings. Even the office boys have
become stockholders.”

Is this philanthropy? ‘“Emphatically no,” asserts the president
of the company. “In the first place common justice is not philan-
thropy” ; and, secondly, he says “this is good business.”

The results that have accrued from this arrangement have been
that all connected with the business have worked with utmost con-
scientiousness, not measuring their time, not giving clock service.
The founder of the business has been absent for two months or more
at a time, while this business, often exceeding two million dollars in
volume in a year, has been ably, conscientiously and energetically
conducted by these shareholder employees, even the buying, selling
and general details now being largely in their hands.

“When the economic plan of the Baha’i Cause becomes known and
generally adopted,” stated the president, “it will bring new hope,
new zest, justice, and a new world.”




18 THE BAHA’T MAGAZINE

RACE APPRECIATION

HOOPER HARRIS

This article and one shortly to follow by the same author, should be read by all who
realize the danger the world is in at present from racial prejudice. The menace of wctive

and armed hostility between the orient and occident grows daily stronger.

The basis of

association betwee.n the orient and occident as practiced during the past few centuries, is
destined to {)e entirely abolished. This is apparent to every thinking person. No longer
can the occident control the orient by assumption of superiority and by material doming-

tion.

The great need at this present day is for better understanding end sympothy be-

tween the east and the west. Such is the plea that Mr. Harris makes for inter-rociol

appreciation.—Editor.

N THIS country of ours, where
many foreign races are repre-
sented, the fear is expressed, in some
quarters, that their amalgamation
with the so-called Anglo-Saxon race
will result in an inferior mixed pop-
ulation. But we know from a study
of the great migrations of the past,
that all the European races are the
result of such an amalgamation.
Prof. Franz Boas concludes his arti-
cle on “Fallacies of Racial Inferior-
ity” in the February “Current His-
tory,” as follows:

“All historical, biological and so-
ciological considerations point to the
conclusion that we have at present
merely a repetition on a large scale of
the phenomena of mixture from
which have sprung the present KEuro-
pean nations.”

So, why fear? We should rejoice,
for if we gaze with the eye of soul
we shall see a new race being formed,
a universal race; a race capable of
thinking in universals, and judging
by universal standards. All of the
conditions are present in Amerieca for
the birth of such a nation, if the
spirit of our Constitution and our
laws dwelt in the hearts of our peo-
ple.

The supremely important work for
the spiritually minded in this reac-
tionary age, is to exert themselves to
the utmost to destroy the roots of
race prejudice and establish the one-
ness of the world of humanity. To
accomplish this,—*“there is need of

a supreme power to overcome human
prejudices ; a power which nothing in
the world of mankind can withstand
and which will overshadow the effect
of all other forces at work in hu-
man conditions. That irresistible
power is the love of God.” (Abdu’l-
Bah4.)

Deeper than tolerance lies appre-
ciation. We must learn to not merely
tolerate but to appreciate all the races
that make up the family of mankind.

To soar in the atmosphere of race
appreciation we need the wings of
Spirit, and the buoyancy of the love
of God. So far from being impos-
sible, this flight is really natural to
man, for man is not a body but a
spirit; he is, in fact, the spirit in the
body of the world.

The ancient philosopher Epictetus,
who wasg a slave, and whose body his
master frequently misused, was fond
of saying: “My body is not me.”
Some day we will cease thinking of
ourselves and of others as bodies and
learn that the true oneness of man-
kind is that of one soul in many
bodies.

This soul note is sounded with great
pathos in the following negro song:*

“T walk through the churchyard
To lay this body down;

I know moonrise, I know starrise;

I walk in the moonlight, T walk in
the starlight;

# (DuBois, “The Souls of Black Folk.”)
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I'll lie in the grave and stretch out

my arms.

I'll go to judgment in the evening

of that day,

And my soul and thy soul shall

meet that day,
When I lay this body down.”

Can we not have this soul meeting
of the races before we ‘“lay these
bodies down”?

’Abdu’l-Bahé says:

“We know that the body or form
has nothing to do with spirit or spir-
itual conditions. When the spirit is
disconnected with or leaves the body,
that is no reason for thinking it can
be re-absorbed or joined with the
whole of spirit, as drops of water are
absorbed or lost in the sea. The
earth is one unit, yet how many be-
ings and separate parts it contains;
the body of man is one unit, yet it
has an infinite number of separate
and individual parts. . . . So, in like
manner, is Spirit ONE—but con-
gisting of many different parts.”
(Notes of Ethel J. Rosenberg, Jan.,
1909.)

Our bodies are only symbols of a
myriad of differentiated soul entities,
or identitieg, if you please, attached
to one eternal tree—the tree of life in
the Paradise of God. When one be-
comes conscious of this tremendous
truth all strangeness disappears and
all the races and tribes of the earth
become one great family.

1

If we take a bird’s-eye view of the
world, we behold everywhere, the
earth over, in jungle and swamp, on
arid desert and rugged mountain, un-
der the seas, on the ice, and in the
snow, human beings toiling and risk-
ing life to furnish the many wants,
both real and artificial, which our
modern civilization demands.

Let us spread the map of the world
before us. A mere glance will show
there is hardly a nook or corner of it
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where these our brothers are not toil-
ing for our comfort and convenience.

The more materially civilized we
become, the more dependent we be-
come on other races and countries.
We take great pride in our national
independence and self-sufficiency, but
investigation shows that for both our
food and our manufactured products
we are dependent upon the rest of
the world.

For instance, we manufacture
sixty-five per cent of the world’s
gteel, but we could not produce a ton
except for the use of manganese from
the Caucasian Mountains, Japan and
South America, chrome ore from Asia
and nickel from Canada. TFor the
production of stainless steel we are
dependent on cobalt from Canada.
Our fountain pen points and our
tungsten lamps come from South
America, Australia and China. For
tin ore we depend on China and other
countries, and the palm oil the iron
sheets are dipped in to make tin
plate comes from Africa.

But what is the use multiplying
examples? The truth is that the ma-
terials which are indispensable to
our modern civilization come from
every part of the world. This geo-
graphical dependence upon one an-
other was thus stated by Mr. John
Herman Randall in his recent ad-
dress at the World Unity Confer-
ence in New York City:

“The second mighty force making
for unmity, cooperation and under-
standing has been the fact that the
world is fast becoming an ecomonic
UNIT, faster than a great many peo-
ple realize. One hundred years ago
practically all nations were sufficient
unto themselves; possessed their own
resources, their own supplies of food,
clothing and shelter within their own
borders. Now the whole world is
furnishing these materials even to so
rich and resourceful a country as
America.”
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The things we use and wear and
eat remind us of our common broth-
erhood.

Science, too, is doing heroic work
to rid us of unfounded prejudieces
and bring us to a realization of our
unity. Biologically, we are told,
there is no such thing as race superi-
ority. The impartial investigations
of the scientists, whose aim is to find
the truth and not to bolster preju-
dices, dispose of the old fanciful
idea of five different races. We are
now told that there are only two
grand divisions of the human family,
and peculiarities of color and of
physical structure mean to the biolo-
gist nothing more than the adapta-
tion to elimate and environment, color
being a matter of pigmentation.

None of us, a Jewish friend of mine
remarked to me, can be racially proud
after we have read and really digested
Dr. Dorsey’s recent book, “Why We
Behave Like Human Beings,” for
Dr. Dorsey tells us:

“There i3 no known fact of the hu-
man anatomy or physiology which
implies that capacity for culfure or
intelligence inheres in this race or
that type.”

It we devoted the necessary time
to it, we should undoubtedly find that
every so-called race or type of man,
even the humblest, has something
valuable to teach us. In this connec-
tion Mr. Randall said in his New
York World Unity Conference ad-
dress:

“John Dewey and Bertrand Russell
spent two years in China studying
their life, their culture, their ideals;
and when these two Western phi-
losophers came back to their respec-
tive countries they both sat down and
wrote books in which they told us
that we of the West, in England and
America, have very much to learn
from the Chinese. They have in their
culture, life and ideals very much
that is well worth our while.”

A two years’ residence by these dis-
tinguished men with any of the other
races would probably have evoked
similar statements.

111

But let us return to the soul view,
that is, let us for a while look at race
appreciation as defined by ’Abdu’l-
Baha. After all it is only the spir-
itual remedy which will prove effec-
tive in the cure of the diseases of
racial and religious prejudice.

“The disease which afflicts the
body-politic is lack of love and ab-
sence of altruism. In the hearts of
men no real love is found, and the
condition is such that unless their
susceptibilities are quickened by
some power so that unity, love and
accord may develop within them,
there can be no healing, no agreement
among mankind. . . . This is the ex-
igency of the times and the divine
remedy has been provided.” ("Ab-
du’l-Bah4.)

As a condition precedent to the
application of this remedy the con-
science of mankind must be awakened
and the beginning of that awakening
will come by learning to appreciate
each other as souls. First of all, we
must realize the lowly and humble
origin of the now proud race of hu-
man beings. Ignoring the ascent of
the human spirit through the king-
doms up to mamn, let us begin with
the earliest obtainable record of man
as a self-conscious being.

Most all the facts we have point to
the Megopotamian Valley as the spot
from which the wvarious so-called
races migrated to obey the biblical in-
junction of exercising dominion over
the earth, and using it for the needs
of the human race. Let us picture
the universal human spirit differen-
tiating itself into various family
groups and sending these out upon
their great missions. These various
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soul families migrated to every hab-
itable part of the earth and gradu-
ally evolved capacities and traits
peculiar to themselves and in which
they came to excel. (As an example
of a marked physical trait, for in-
stance, no man of any other race has
ever been able to successfully imi-
tate the peculiar dance motion of the
red indian.)

One branch of the family trekked
to the north, encountered the hard-
ships of a cold climate and devel-
oped a hardy, fighting spirit, and the
gpirit of invention, for they were
compelled to build structures to pro-
tect themselves from the weather,
and invent weapons to protect them-
gelves from wild beasts and to kill
the animals on which they were de-
pendent for food and clothing. Since
the forests and streams did not fur-
nigh them with a constant supply of
food they were also compelled to turn
to agriculture.

On the contrary, the branches of
the family who traveled to warmer
climates where the gifts of Nature
were more abundant, being under no
such necessity, had time to dream
dreams and indulge in spiritual vis-
ion. The result has been that the
people of the West, of the colder
climate, are noted for their material
accomplishments and are character-
istically aggressive and men of action.
Their religion and their spiritual phi-
losophy they have acquired from the
branches of the family which traveled
to the Orient.

Can we not see that this two-sided
development has been quite natural
and in reality most beautiful? Not
only that, but in this two-fold bio-
logical and historical development
there seems to be something basie
and fundamental. It corresponds to
the other biological facts that our
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brain is composed of two hemi-
spheres, and that the human race is
divided into male and female. The
one branch of the race is the ful-
filling of the other and it requires
the two to compose the whole.

The West is the worker, the doer,
the accomplisher, the administrator,
the fighter, the protector. In ful-
filling this task it has had little time
left for spiritual contemplation; but
God has given it another and a bet-
ter half, which has solved its spir-
itual problems for it. The spiritual
susceptibilities of the peoples of the
East will always be a mine of jewels
for the whole human race; but the
distribution of these jewels over the
earth as a whole, can be better done
by the more practical, but in reality
no less spiritual people of the West,

The duty of the West is plain; to
make these spiritual bounties uni-
versal and to use its energy and rug-
ged determination in cooperation and
sympathy with their Oriental broth-
ers to bring about such a mutuality
and appreciation the one of the other
as shall forever make impossible all
foolish rivalry, and abolish the an-
tagonisms, which too long have kept
the world divided and prevented it
from fulfilling its manifest destiny.

To quote Dr. Dorsey: “Human be-
ings are the most interesting objects
on earth, and to know themselves and
get along with one another is their
most important business.” So far
from being impossible, this “getting
along” with one another, establishing
peace, mutual appreciation and
brotherhood, could be brought about
nearly overnight by the universal ap-
plication of the real cure for all our
ills, which is the Love of God.

“Mankind shall yet be brithers all,

For a’ that and a’ that.”
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WHY I BELIEVE

DORIS H. McKAY

. This article written at the request of the editors is a personal document which we feel
s both_illuminating and inspiring. In regard to the expression of her experiences in ond
ideas about the Bahd'i Movement, the author writes, “It seems to me that to be able to
express i words why one believes is to admit o lack of that precious religious quality

that marks the dynamic spiritual event.

The more holy an experience the more difficult

its description. At the resistance of my mind because of arrogance and at restraint of
my heart through fear of betrayal when I first approwched this Message, I can but look

back with real embarrassment.

All I can say is that the miracle of foith did dewn

PUTGING away those doubts and fears. The light did ot last shine over the mountain-tops
and down into the valley where I stood.”—Editor.

WAS once asked to give a special

course in Design to a group of
college girls. These girls were
juniors in a home-economics course
and were well-trained in application
and desirous of a good mark but only
two or three had had any prep-
aration whatever. Not a girl there
had even ordinary talent for draw-
ing; they were discouraged before
they began. The first ray of hope
came when I told them that drawing
is a process and can be learned. On
that basis we worked out a measure
of success. A person without “an
artistic eye” can learn to draw accu-
rately by means of observaiion and
the faculty of comparison; one lack-
ing in taste can produce charming
effects by the aid of the color chart.
Bahd’u’llah, the divine Teacher of
this Day, wins us to faith by means
of a process. The unquestioning be-
lief born of intuition, the response
of the lamb to the Shepherd’s voice,
is like a heaven-sent talent. It is as
rare in this western world as are
those people whom we all know and
love who by their innate simplicity,
humility, and lovingness seem to have
been born near the door of heaven.
As a substitute for this genius for
generosity of the heart and mind we
less-favored mortals have the testi-
mony of the senses and the medium of
intellectual acceptance. We do not
“draw easily” but under the guid-
ance of the wise teacher we can be

taught to simulate capacity. Who
knows what latent talent for loving,
and giving, and faith may be coaxed
into expression at His hands?

The miraculously activating emo-
tion of faith must indeed baffle the
understanding of one who has not
experienced it, especially when it is
put to some test. At the time of the
Declaration of the Bab (who was
the Herald or John the Baptist of
the Baha’i Religion), we find a peo-
ple who for generations had been
born to servile acceptance of church
and state suddenly becoming enrapt
by the vision of a radiant Youth who
preached a doctrine of universal love
in a land of hatred, of freedom and
equality in the stronghold of tyranny,
of the simple adoration of God in a
country where ceremony and super-
stition were rife. To respond to this
call so radical and resounding meant
to turn one’s back on security and
social position, perhaps on friends
and family, and to stand out as the
target for persecution, flendish de-
visings, debasement, possibly death
itself. The intangible, elusive Pos-
session proffered in the ringing words
of the Bab, became the pearl of great
price for these thousands of martyrs.
They sold all that seems precious to
man’s material regard for a some-
thing that cannot be conceived by the
senses. Over Persia in the days of
persecution was spread the glorious
pageantry of faith; it was the miracle
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of God coming with power and great
glory and its like had never been seen
there. Before such sublime faith
we in the western world can but bow
pur heads.

My real initiation into the Ba-
ha’i Faith was first by observation. I
came all at once to meet persons who
seemed to reflect the gpirit of the
Bab’s disciples. 'They spoke the lan-
guage of Reality; their news of a Di-
vine Message rang confidently. When
they were ill or troubled by finances
they maintained their high spirits.
At their homes I tasted true hospi-
tality ; when they were at my house
it was as if I had a retinue of serv-
ants. I think the thing that im-
pressed me most was their prayers,
such outpourings of adoration as I
had not seen in churches; I would
catch upon their faces the look of
having been drained of self, the rapt
expression of that which the mystics
have termed ‘“poverty.”” Yet these
new friends of ours suffered more
defeats than we imagined because
their goals were more inaccessible.
These are the “tried soldiers of Ba-
ha’w’llah,” and of them I learned the
prineiple of love in action.

Those who heard the Bab proclaim
His impassioned utterances in the
streets of Mecca learned thus, and
those who witnessed the triumph of
a martyr’s death. Those who be-
held Baha’u’llah and noted the maj-
esty of His movements though ham-
pered by a convict’s chains, and those
who beheld the serenity of the exiles
in their hours of deprivation learned
the lesson of the great Artist. The
fact that ’Abdu’l-Bahi hasg lived the
life of Christ and that He has exem-
plified in every act and word the
ideal of perfection is the proof by
deeds of the truth of these teachings.

The mission of all Baha’i Teachers
is to awaken in us the desire to solve
the mystery of this Source, and to
create in us a thirst for the Water of
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Life. There is a fountain in para-
dise called the salsible to which the
feet of the believers have been guided,
and it is for refreshment such as this
that the soul of man has become
parched. That such a fountain exists
seems to be the conviction of all those
who go in search of it with empty
cup, and through the writings of Ba-
ha’u’llah I attained to a drop of that
knowledge.

The lesson by observation having
been learned, Baha’u’llah instructs
His students by means of comparison.
For two thousand years the genera-
tions of Christians have prayed in the
Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come.”
Bahd’v’llah says that the coming of
God’s kingdom is the consummation
of this age. He unrolls as on a scroll
the drawing of a divine civilization
in order that it may serve as a cor-
rection and a guide to the crude ef-
forts and pitiful failures of mankind.
In this conception so magnificent in
scope yet so easy to understand one
sees what appears to be God’s own
plan for His creation.

It is instructive to place the blurred
sketch of our present progress with
its many erasures and unbeautiful
distortions beside the model of the
Master that we may scan its divine
proportions and cease to tolerate that
thing we have produced.

A view of our universal situation
shows the deplorable fact that there
is not a person in the world who is
not abhorred by countless others of
his kind because of his unforgivable
odiousness; that is to say, he differs
from them in color, nationality, reli-
gion, or the state of society to which
he belongs. To these prejudices we
have been born, so that we have come
to look on them as justifiable. In
1914 and at many earlier dates these
brooding resentments burst out in
bloody warfare. Qur history books
are bulky with the records of race
wars, clags wars, and religious wars,
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which have brutalized and impover-
ished the people for thousands of
years. In this century the inventors
have labored to bring men elbow to
elbow and now there is no material
isolation left. Yet it is true that,
material unity accomplished, men
hate each other even more than they
did before; and today it is dangerous!
Speaking as we do in different
tongues the voices which ascend to
heaven must sound like those of the
Tower of Babel; we have wealth that
stultifies and poverty that degrades;
in many countries woman is still con-
sidered the inferior of man; we find
the educated dominating the igno-
rant. We also find in this age where
there is a kind of unity,—in fact
where unity is being used as the key-
note of material progress—that real
differences are indeed abhorrent—
everywhere difference, that condition
least to be tolerated, is interfering
with the friendship of the peoples
and classes. The world hates and
fears diversity and is ready to root
it out at the cost of personal annihila-
tion.

A study of the Bah&’i Revelation
lifts one’s vantage point from the
limited to the Supreme Horizon. We
see our strifes and fears as they must
look to God; we see that there are
“differences” of each color and kind
which are indispensable to the bal-
anced design of the whole, but we see
points of estrangement which like
broken lines must be made firm.
There is a basis of reconciliation be-
tween men and nations begide which
their variations due to historical and
geographical background become
most trivial. This is voiced by Ba-
ha’w’llah who has said: “Ye are all
leaves of one tree, fruits of one
branch.”

The elaboration of this statement
is of significance regarding our situ-
ation of political and international
unrest. In the principles of this

faith one may read Baha’u’lldh’s con-
tribution to modern policy:

1. He shows that it is our intellec-
tual prerogative and moral duty in-
dependently to investigate Truth.

2. He asserts that all religions
have risen from one Source; that all
mankind is one; that science and re-
ligion are in accord.

3. He suggests that a better un-
derstanding can be fostered by a plan
of universal education, the use of an
auxiliary language, and an admis-
sion of the equality of men and
women in all countries.

4. He presents a workable plan for
an adjustment of economic difficul-
ties and the arrangement of inter-
national arbitration.

Baha'w’llah predicts that by accept-
ing and acting upon these world prin-
ciples the Most Great Peace may be
attained to in this century.

The design of the Master Artist is
not only true in its representation,
but exquisite in its workmanship ; the
quality of its line and the beauty of
its detail imply the perfection of each
part. So do the divine laws extend
from the correction of the nations to
the purification of each separate indi-
vidual who is to be part of the New
Civilization; without the awakening
of the people even the perfect laws
would not be imbued with life.

Within this Message I found a for-
mula for building what Maeterlinck
has called “a great moral personal-
ity.” I found an ideal in which love,
energy, insight, and understanding
combined to meet the measure of a
person not less than man. I realized
too that these words are life-confer-
ring and charged with a potency be-
yond human ken; that somehow once
more o Man of Sorrows has guided
the footsteps of humanity to the Path.
This message of resurrection is not
meant for a few advanced beings
who like the mystics of the Christian
dispensation have charted a lonely
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and endless way to God, but for all
seekers who in this Day will submit
themselves to the “rule and ceremony
of loving,” so clearly defined by God’s
Messenger.

Y

I have come to see that there is a
chance in the not so far distant future
for man with a heightened conscious-
ness to become part of a reclaimed
civilization, a universe which like the
product of the artist shall have a
center of interest toward which all
lines seem to lead and to which all
else is subordinated. In regard to
this center, ’Abdu’l-Bahi has said,
“The Law of God is a collective center
which unites various peoples, nativi-
ties, tongues, and opinions.” To at-
tach oneself to that Center comes to
mean a dissolution of that enveloping
self-consciousness that has ever made
for discord. When at last as indi-
viduals or nations we fit into the
picture, our dreams and coveted
goals, orientated for the first fime in
the world of Reality, will gain pur-
pose and dignity and we shall experi-
ence a foeus of our forces toward un-
dreamed-of accomplishments.

Is thig the Word of God? One who
seeks for Truth in the Baha’i Revela-
tion searches his soul for the an-
swer. All the manifest proofs such
as the record of prophecy, and the
signs the mob demand, fade out be-
side the testimony of the Book. The
Word of God will not admit of imita-
tions. In the words of the “Igan”
(Book of Assurance revealed by Ba-
haw’llah). “Consider how great is
the value of the verses in which God
hath completed His perfect argu-
ment, consummate proof, dominant
power and penetrating will. . . . .
To the people they are everlasting
proof, fixed argument, and shining
light from the presence of that Ideal
King. No excellence equals them.
They are the treasury of divine pearls
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and the depository of the mysteries
of unity. They are the strong thread,
the firm rope, the most gecure han-
dle and the inextinguishable light.
Through them flows the river of the
Divine Knowledges, and bursts the
fire of the consummate wisdom of the
eternal.” That this is a true descrip-
tion of those verses which I read in
my days of search and those words
which are now my nourishment and
my delight, I here bear witness.

In Persia in 1844 there were cer-
tain souls who had been awaiting
with the utmost vigilance the call of
the Promised One. At the news of the
Bab’s proclamation they sold their
property and traveled from the cities
and outlying country districts to His
side, perhaps a journey of weeks. In
America in 1927 we who term our-
selves of the vigilant must set out on
a spiritual pilgrimage, a going forth
of the heart and mind, to that place
where we may find Him in order to
discern if this Message of such star-
tling import be true. We will be re-
warded with the evidence that:

1. A pure and selfless man has
again walked this earth.

2. He has proclaimed His prophet-
hood.

3. He has left teachings in every
way conducive to the universal ad-
vancement of the people.

4. He was willing to pay the price
of martyrdom in order to deliver His
Message.

Who shall say that He speaks not
the Truth!

Thus I journeyed to the City of As-
surance along the main high road
which is pleasant to travel, assisted
by loving guides and obvious signs.
I am confident that ere long many
shall pass by this Way. “The White
Hand shall cleave an opening in this
somber night, and God shall open into
His City a gate. On that day the peo-
ple shall enter into it in crowds. . . .
that there may appear in the end
what began in the beginning.”
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ON THE BORDERS OF LAKE LEMAN

FLORENCE E. PINCHON

HOSE who have had the joy of

vigiting Switzerland, who have
grown brown in its brilliant sun-
shine, seen the clouds wreathe them-
selves in a myriad of fantastic forms
about the snow-capped mountains,
watched a sunset or a moonrise over
the iridescent waters of Lake Leman,
can never quite forget the experience,
nor fail to realize an upliftment of
soul, a sense of being enfolded in a
deep peace touched at times even
with ecstasy. But who dare hope to
deseribe the beauty that has been im-
mortalized by a Byron or a Shelley?

No wonder, therefore, that when
'Abdu’l-Baha  visited this country
in 1911, driving in the mountains or
crossing by steamer to the pictur-
esque towns, linked, like beads on a
silver chain, all round the lake
border, His tender, sensitive heart
knew gladness and refreshment and
rejoiced in the loveliness mirrored
forth by nature on every side. And
surely wherever He passed, spiritual
geed was sown that will spring up
and grow unto the harvest.

One day, we are told, gazing across
the level waters lying “like a sea of
glass mingled with fire,” ’Abdu’l-
Bahi looked beyond where the busy
little haunts of men lay embosomed
in foliage, beyond where the mysti-
cally blue summits of the Juras stood
drawn as with a mighty pencil along
the skyline, to that spiritual world
where “the Hosts of the Lord rise up
to the assistance of the faithful ones,”
and “the White Hand cleaves an
opening to the sombre night” that
shrouds the Continent of Europe, to
where “God had opened into His City
a Gate, through which men shall en-
ter in crowds.” For, turning to those
who were with Him, He said, slowly
and impressively: “There is much

work to be done around the lake.”
And so has the work begun.

In obedience to Shoghi Effendi’s
request, Mrs. Jane Stannard, whose
field of service for the Bahd’i Cause
had hitherto lain in the East, traveled
to the quiet, grey town lying at the
end of the Lake—where meet the
waters of ftwo rivers—and coura-
geously opened, some fifteen months
ago, a Bureau for international cor-
respondence.

Over Geneva still lingers the severe
shade of Calvin; yet, side by side
with and superimposed as it were
upon deeply-rooted tradition and in-
difference are the manifold activities
of numberless modern societies,
working, each in their own way, for
the good of all. But memories haunt
the broad boulevards and narrow,
cobbled streets, not only of stern,
fiery reformers, but of the idealistic,
reckless Rousseau, of the two wild
English poets who went sailing and
singing over the tranquil lake on
summer evenings, and of many an-
other vivid personality famous in his-
tory and literature. And here, also,
on a summer day came One to bless
this ancient heme of hardly-won lib-
erty, which had been destined to hold
the heart-throbs of the world of in-
ternational hopes and ideals—the
Great Physician—Dbringing with Him
balm for the healing of the nations.

Here, also, during last autumn,
Martha Root arrived, to deliver at a
special Esperanto Conference, the
message of love and unity to the rep-
resentatives of thirty-two nations. A
veritable meeting of the Waters!

Now, in order to comply with grow-
ing needs, an earnest endeavor is be-
ing made to maintain the regular
publication of 2 ecentral organ of
news and propaganda—*“Le Messager
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Palace of the League of Nations

Bah&’t”—which seecks also to em-
phagize, in the light of the Baha’i
Teachings, some of the great
thoughts and striking utterances de-
livered here, from time to time, by
prominent people. And in this con-
nection it is encouraging to know
that, to the Bah&’i principles and
ideals, men, whose names hold hon-
ored place in Switzerland and in the
intellectual world generally, are giv-
ing open assent and sympathy,—hill-
tops kindling with the glory of the
Sunrise!

The Bureau serves, too, as a meet-
ing-place for Baha’is arriving from
all parts of the world. Visitors dur-
ing the spring and summer have in-
cluded friends and enquirers from
France, Germany, America, Russia,
Austria, India, Egypt and Palestine.
And the Center has provided yet an-
other example of that spirit of unity,
the shining secret of the growth of
our Movement, for members have
traveled here from several parts of
Europe, England and America to

manifest their interest and practical
sympathy.

One of the most gracious proofs of
the operation of the Holy Spirit has
been the attraction to the Bahd’i
Cause of the owner of a well-known
bockshop, dealing with all kinds of
progressive thought literature. This
gifted woman caused a beautifully
illuminated scroll to be displayed in
the window of her store, embodying,
in three languages, the Baud’i Prin-
ciples.

“What ¢s this Baha'i Revelation?”
asked a casual passer-by gazing in at
the window. “Sure, I don’t know,”
was the equally casual reply of his
companion, “but it seems to be a very
sensible affair.,” Just so: for the Di-
vine common-sense of the Great Plan
cannot fail to make its appeal to the
merest passer-by, so that even “he
who runs may read.”

Let it be our earnest prayer that
in this important world-center the
Divine Oriflamme may glow with
ever-increasing radiance.
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An hour’s automobile ride from
Geneva brings one to that pleasant
center of sport and education, of
youth and flowers, which falls down
the hillside to the lake like a mighty
laburnum-—Lausanne-Ouchy.  Here
the Baha’i Cause has been known and
devotedly sustained for several years
by Madame Beck. At present,
through the kindness of an Ameri-
can believer, Bahd’i weekly meetings
are being held in the salon of a small
hotel in the town, and at these meet-
ings, a blind Egyptian radiates the
gpirit of love by his sweet chantings
and interesting talks. And when the
Bahé’is here join with friends all
over the world in commemoration of
the Ascension of ’Abdu’l-Bah4, the
gathering will be held in the home of
a Swiss woman who has only known
the Bahd’i Cause for a few weeks.
With her it was a case of instan-
taneous attraction. Seeing, for the

The famous bridge and quai of Geneva

first time, a photo of ’Abdu’l-Bah4,
she caught it up in her hands crying:
“Oh! c’est le visage du Bon Dieu!”
and shed tears.

All round the lake Bah&’is have
been visiting ; wafting, we trust, spir-
itual pollen on the breezes of Divine
Assurance, and thereby fertilizing,
maybe, many a wayside flower. “For
the harvest of every seed is limited,

Chillon and lower end of Lake Geneva

but the bounty and blessing of the
Divine Teachings are unlimited.”
To Thonon, that ancient citadel
perched high on the French coté, a
pilgrimage was made by friends from
Geneva ; the hotel at which ’Abdu’l-
Baha stayed with His followers
standing out on the brow of the hill.
Evian, close by, in the season a
glittering little spa, was the holiday
resort of that fine soldier and friend
of ’Abdu’l-Bahd—Lord Allenby.
Glion, hanging like a nest on the
mountain-side above which towers the
majestic Rochers de Naye, was the
scene, one Sunday afternoon, of a
social gathering—Mrs. Stannard mo-
toring over with a friend. And dur-
ing September, three or four Bah4’is
found each other on Mount Pélerin—
that sunny and peaceful summit!
There the clergyman attached to a
little English Church recently
opened, joined friends from Paris,
England and America, and with the
magnificent panorama of the Savoy
Alps and the whole of the Swiss
Riviera spread out before them,—
they studied together the teachings
of Swedenborg—that great Evangel
—comparing them with the Baha’i
Seriptures. A truly illuminating
study in an ideal environment!
Nyon, Vevey and Montreux—be-
loved as we know by members of the
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family of ’Abdu’l-Bahi—and now
ablaze with the season’s glory—have
had Baha’i guests. And who knows
what spiritual wirelessing may have
been operating, preparing minds and
hearts all along this lovely route—
a route so rich, too, in literary as-
sociations—ifor the blaze of a greater
Glory than that of their woods in
Autumn, the recognition of a sub-
lime and sacred literature written by
the power of a Supreme Pen!
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And so we labor on, with the stir-
ring words of Shoghi Effendi ring-
ing in our hearts:

“Naught else can provide that driv-
ing force and sustaining power that
are both so essential to the success of
vast and enduring achievements. . .
but the realization, down in the in-
nermost heart of every true believer,
of the regenerating power, the su-
preme necessity, the unfailing effi-
cacy of the Message he bears.”

WHAT DANZIG HAS

How to bring a Universal Congress of Esperanto in your city

MARTHA L. ROOT

DANZIG, “the Queen of the Baltie

Sea,” a city of sweet-sounding
chimes, of fresh sea breezes wafting,
and a mediaeval charm of joyously
colored streets, old gates and antique
churches, has a treasure which every
city in the world might sigh to pos-
sess. Not one of the greatest coun-
tries can fanfare that they have its
counterpart. This jewel is a dear
little woman, Mrs. Anna Tuschinski,
eighty-five years “young,” who is the
pioneer of Esperanto in the Free City
of Danzig.

Left a widow at the age of forty-
nine years, she became an instructor
of languages. Omne day, quite by
chance, when she was in her sixty-
sixth year, she found a little Espe-
ranto grammar. She read it carefully
and immediately saw how logical it
is. She learned this universal aux-
iliary language, gathered the youth,
both young men and women, taught
them and soon she gave a large eve-

ning reception to which she invited
the citizens of Danzig. For the first
time they heard Esperanto and about
Esperanto.

The proofs of her twenty years of
indefatigable labor and her excellent
Esperanto are: first, her city, Dan-
zig, has captured the honor of having
the Nineteenth Universal Congress of
Esperanto which is to take place
there July 28 to August 4. A second
proof is that some of the most in-
telligent, cultured young people of
Danzig are fervent HEsperantists.
Misg Kaethe Marquardt, private sec-
retary to the President, is a remark-
able Esperantist. The President, Dr.
Heinrich Sahm, is the Patron of this
coming Universal Congress of Hspe-
ranto. The Chief Delegate of HEspe-
ranto, Mr. Bernhard Aeltermann, is
in the office of the City (State) gov-
ernment and Mayor of the small city,
Emaus, which is close to Danzig.

How has it all come about? Sweet
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Fyee City of Danzig, Europe, where the Nineteenth Universal Congress of
Esperanto will be held, July 28-August 4.

Mrs. Tuschinski is not tall, silent,
awe-ingpiring; rather she is very
petite, slender, always smiling, richly
blesged with the gift of humor, and so
light is her step that she still dances
with the young men at the Esperanto
balls and informal parties. The
writer learned from pupils that their
teacher never hegitates to go up three
and four flights of stairs to visit the
sick Esperantists, or more often the
very poor. Some people say she ig
very unwise, because she has spent
everything she has on others; but
she said to the writer: “I am richer
than any of them for my heart-pos-
sessions no one can ever take from
me.”

Anna Tuschinski, unconsciously is
teaching Danzig and she will teach all
Congress visitors something, even
more than perfect Esperanto: it is
the wonderful secret of happiness!
She possesses a high spiritual aim

which gives joy to life; plunged in
love and service, she is always sur-
rounded by love and friends.

When the writer of this sketch
told her of the two Baha’i convention
segsions as part of this coming Con-
gress, she quickly replied: “Yes, I
will come to your two Baha'i sessions
and to the Catholie Sunday service
and to the Jewish meeting, I love all
noble people. We must cross over the
narrow bridge of differences in reli-
gion. I became an Esperantist to
cross over the bridge of language dif-
ferences. You are the first Bahd’i I
have ever met, but very often I have
read of Bah&'u'lldh’s Principles in
the Esperanto magazines.”

The three days’ vigit to Danzig was
made in March especially to arrange
all details for these two important
Bahi'l sessions. The general sub-
ject for the convention session on
July 30, is: “Bah&’{ Principles for the
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Mrs. Anne Tuschinski, 85 years old, pioneer
of Esperanto in Danzig.

New Universal Education”; the sub-
ject for the session on August first is:
“Baha’i Scientific Proofs of Life
After Death.” Of course the Uni-
versal Congress of Xsperanto is
neutral in religion and politics, but
“Fakaj Kunvenoj” as these different
convention sessions are called in Es-
peranto, may be arranged by mem-
bers of different religious organiza-
tions, peace societies, scientific socie-
ties, labor parties and others, and all
Congress participants may be invited.
Fifty international organizations will
have representatives at this Congress.

Danzig is preparing for 2,500 vis-
itors during Congress week. More
than 500 are expected from Germany.
Polish Esperantists write that more
than 300 will come from their cities;
Great Britain will have a large rep-
resentation. Almost every country
in the world is sending delegates. As
Danzig is central in Europe many
hundreds can attend. The Summer
University in Esperanto is attracting
many, and also, as this is Jubilee
Year in Esperanto, many will be pres-
ent at the solemn and impressive
celebration which is to form part of
the Congress program.

There will be many other features.
One day all the Congressionists will
be taken for an excursion on the
Baltic Sea. Another evening a Grand
Opera performance of “Gutterdim-
merung,” will be presented in a
beautiful forest of pines and birches
in Zoppot, a famous seaside city near
Danzig (only twenty minutes by fast
train.) Three hundred musicians
will come from Berlin, Vienna, Dres-
den and Munich to sing in this opera.
The Esperanto Oratorical Contest
will take place in Zoppot, in a great
garden of one of the hotels overlook-
ing the Baltic Sea. Later tea will be
served, the hundreds of tables ar-
ranged so that all may see the beau-
tiful Baltic and heart its murmur.

May the dear “Esperanto little
mother,” eighty-five-year-old Mrs.
Anna Tuschinski, live to see this
Congress and may the Esperantists
see her!

of these peerless days!
kingdom of peace and good-will.

It is impossible to realize the grandeur and spiritual significance
God is establishing in the hearts of men His
Blessed are those who have taken
part in this glorious work.—’Abdu’l-Baha.
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NO DOUBT you are aware that in the past ages a common lan-
guage ghared by various nations created a spirit of solidarity amongst
them. For instance, thirteen hundred years ago there were many
divergent nationalities in the Orient. There were Copts in Egypt,
Syrians in Syria, Assyrians and Babylonians in Bagdad and along
the rivers of Mesoptamia. There existed among thege peoples rank
hatred ; but as they were gradually brought nearer through common
protection and common interests, the Arabic language grew to be
the means of intercommunication and they became as one nation.
They all speak Arabic to this day. In Syria, if you ask any one of
them, he will say, “I am an Arab,” though he be a Greek, an
Egyptian, Syrian or Jew.

We say “this man is a German, the other an Italian, a Frenchman,

an Englishman,” ete. All belong to the great human family, yet
language is the barrier between them. The greatest working basis

for bringing about unity and harmony amongst the nations iz the
teaching of a universal tongue. Writing on this subject fifty years
ago, His Holiness Baha’u’lldh declared that complete union between
the various nationg of the world would remain an unrealized dream

until an international language was established.

Misunderstandings will not be dispelled except through the
medium of a common ground of communication. Every intelligent
man will bear testimony to this. . . . A mutual language will becomse
the mightiest means toward universal progress, for it will cement
the east and the west. It will make the world one home and become
the divine impulse for human advancement. It will upraise the
standard of oneness of the world of humanity and make the earth a
universal commonwealth. It will create love between the children of

men and good fellowship between the various creeds. . . . Religious
prejudices play havoec among the peoples and bring about warfare

and strife and it is impossible to remove them without a common

medium. *Abdu’l-Baha.




1AY twenty-third is the anniversary of a
4 Dblessed event—the anniversary of the mes-
sage and declaration of His Holiness the Bab.

The appearance of The Bib resembles the
dawn, for the dawn holds the promise of the
sun. The dawn of The Bab promised the
rising of the Sun of Truth that is to envelop the whole
world. He said, “O My Glorious Lord! I sacrifice
myself entirely to Thee. My only desire is to be
martyred for Thy Love. Thou dost suffice Me!” The
Bab’s desire was to be realized, for the glorious crown
of martyrdom was placed upon His head. The gems
light the whole world.

He was imprisoned at Shiraz (Persia), then went
to Isfahan, was afterward confined in a fortress at
Maku and finally executed in a public square of Tabriz.
This supreme martyrdom raised His banner yet higher
and heightened the power of Divine Manifestation on
earth, for the reality which is reflected is the same
from the beginning. . . . The great ones are from all
time in their glorious station, their reality is luminous
from the beginning, the reality that causes the quali-
ties of God to appear, but the day of their Manifesta-
tion ig the day when they proclaim themselves on this
earth.

The Bib in His writings heralded the advent of
Bahd'w'lldh. . . . When some years later, Bahd’ w'lldh
declared Himself to be the “Glory of God” the Bab’s
followers with few exceptions believed in Him.

The Baha’is believe that the incarnation of the Word
of God, meaning the changing of the nature of Divinity
into humanity and the transformation of the Infinite
into the finite, can never be. But they believe that the
Bab and Baha'u’lléh are Manifestations of a Universal
Order in the world of humanity. It is clear that the
Eternal can never be transient, neither the transient
Eternal. Transformation of nature is impossible.
Perfect Man, the Manifestation, is like a clear mirror
in which the Sun of Reality is apparent and evident,
reflected in its endless bounties.—

’Abdu’l-Baha.




Mme. Hainisch, mother of the President of Austrio and leading feminist of that country, in her study, where she was tnierviewed
by Miss Martha Rooi. (See page 44.)
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“One of the potentialities hidden in the realm of humanity was

the capability or capacity of womanhood.

Through the effulgent

rays of divine illumination, the capacity of woman has become so
awakened and manifest in this age that equality of man and woman
is an established fact.”— Abdu’l-Baha.

ONE OF THE tenets of the Ba-
hé’i religion is the essential equality
of the sexes. Man and woman, says
’Abdu’l-Baha, are the two wings upon
which humanity must fly. So strongly
did Bah&’u’llah emphasize the im-
portance of woman that He directed
His followers to educate their girls
in preference to their boys in case
all the children could not be edu-
cated.

Since the day when Baha’u’lldh
gave forth this message regarding
woman, a great change has taken
place in the status of woman all over
the world. In Anglo-Saxon countries
first was won the struggle of women
to enter the professions and trades,
to mingle freely in the life of the
world, and to share in the direction
of local and national affairs through
the privilege of the ballot.

Gradually the emancipation move-
ment, permeating other countries, has
seen results almost as significant.
Most amazing of all is the very re-
cent effort of Oriental womanhood for
freedom and power. The progress of
Asia has been retarded and its whole
civilization effected disadvanta-
geously by the segregation, lack of
education, and servility of its woman-
hood. Doubtless great and rapid
changes will come about through the
emancipation and better education of
Oriental women.
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So advanced is the feminist move-
ment today in this part of the world
that there is now no occasion for ar-
guments as to woman’s native ability
as a criterion for enfranchisement or
for entrance into professions hitherto
considered the monoply of man. Ar-
gument concerning this great ques-
tion is futile, because woman is rap-
idly proving, point by point, her equal
efficiency and practical ability.

IT IS NOT, however, as a matter
of justice to woman that the greatest
good will come to humanity from her
enfranchisement. When to man’s
power and ability as expressed in the
direction of affairs, is added the po-
tential capacity of the other half
of humanity, great benefits to civi-
lization will accrue.

This world has hitherto been a
man-made and a man-ruled planet.
Industry, commerce, government,
have been expressions of the mas-
culine mind and temperament, of
which the distinguishing: character-
isties are courage, energy, and ag-
gressiveness. By means of these
masculine traits civilization has ar-
rived at several goals which are of
distinet and permanent value, among
the most important of which are ex-~
ploration and discovery, invention,
science, the political organization—
by means of force—of the planet



36 THE BAHA’T MAGAZINE

into a comparatively few large units,
and the refinement of egoism into a
legal and social code of “let-me-alone
and I'li-let-you-alone.”

This pioneer work of the planet
having now been accomplished, it is
highly questionable whether the
ultra-masculine qualities and abilities
are either capable of or suitable for
further progress of civilization, un-
less balanced and directed by those
qualities which pertain to woman.

HAS MASCULINE “kultur”
reached its possible ultimate? Events
more than theory are demonstrating
this question’s answer.

Within this very “kultur” lies its
limitations and the seeds of its de-
struction. Being built upon founda-
tions of egoistic energy, force, and
aggressiveness, the superstructure
of masculine civilization is always
liable to cataclysms due to violence.
And when the means of violence have
been perfected by man’s ingenuity to
the point of human destruction by
the wholesale, there, one may say, is
the demarcation of the limit beyond
which man-made civilization cannot
0. Nay, within this limit lies a de-
structive force which is centrifugal,
tending to draw back into a chaos of
disorder those proud structures by
which man through ingenuity and
force of will has advanced from
chaos.

WHAT THEN is needed so much
as the injection into the directive
power of humanity of those qualities
which distinguish the feminine per-
sonality,—altruism (biologists point
to the mammal suckling its young
as the first instance of altruism in
evolution) ; conservation; organizing
ability along lines of cooperation
rather than of force; and those quali-
ties of love, compassion, and service
which we call spiritual.

Having brought the planet to as

complete an organization as physical
force will permit—since any attempt
at further organization by force will
plainly result in the utter destruction
of civilization, if not of humanity it-
self—man would do well, even if he
were not so commanded by God, to
permit woman an equal voice in af-
fairs. What is needed now is non-
egoistic organizing of those factors
of civilization already achieved by
man; and a new political arrange-
ment of humanity in terms of sym-
pathy, understanding, cooperation
and mutual service.

WAR MUST be abolished. Toward
this desideratum woman has already
made, and will continue to make, the
most distinguished contributions. Al-
ready the womanhood of the civilized
world are organized into innumerable
societies for the outlawing of war and
the establishment of universal peace.

That woman is not even more uni-
versally pacific in tendency and effort
is due not so much to lack of the
feminine quality as to the hypnotic
obsession cast upon her by the male
that war is a necessity for conserving
her home and her country. It is
through the typical conserving qual-
ity of the female, not through ag-
gressiveness, that those wishing war
have drawn into their active ranks
mothers of children who if war
should come must slay and be slain.

BUT THE abolition of war will
not be woman’s sole contribution to
civilization. It will be but the be-
ginning of the blessings she will bring
to humanity when to her achievement
through wifehood and motherhood
are added achievements more directly
affecting humanity in the marts and
in the legislatures of the nations.

Into the world of industry and
commerce woman will bring a hu-
manitarian quality, a sympathy, a
strong spirit of cooperation, which
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will eventually see our present com-
petitive system changed to one of co-
operation.

Into civic affairs she will bring
better organization, more efficiency,
more honesty, and more humaneness.
Her powers no longer limited simply
to the task of binding up the wounds
of the fallen, will direct themselves
into channels through which she can
help abolish the very causes of misery
and degradation.

IT IS NOT the place here to go
into the matter of woman’s posses-
sion of greater spiritual qualities
than man. But the future of the
world may be divided thereby into
three general stages. First, that in
which the average male takes no in-
terest in the question of woman’s
spiritual qualities because he does
not think them of any practical value.
Second, the stage in which man
awakes to the fact that these spir-
itual qualities of woman have a prac-
tical as well as an altruistic value,
and admits the daily need for such
qualities in the life of the world. And
third, the happy stage at which the
male sex shall have acquired also
those qualities of love, of sympathy,
of altruistic service in which women
—if they do not have the monoply—
at least have the lead.

Let us thank God that these spir-
itual qualities are not necessarily
limited to women. They are not, nec
more than are the intellectual qual-
ities, innately a matter of sex. The
history of religions has proved that
men can, if they will, cultivate those
fruits of the spirit which Saint Paul
has so perfectly conceived and de-
scribed : “love, joy, peace, long suffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance—against such there
is no law.”
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WHAT A GLORIOUS civilization
will prevail when man sublimates his
sex along these spiritual lines and
joins with woman in spiritual com-
radeship for the achievement of the
highest humanitarian ideals; when
for his greater effectiveness intuition
is added to intellectuality, and self-
will turns to spiritual guidance; when
with all humility he yields due ground
to his mate, woman, gladly allowing
her full opportunity for the expres-
sion of her glowing virtues and her
glorious abilities.

And in the home life of our race,
when such a final adjustment takes
place between the sexes, what a heav-
enly peace and tranquillity will reign!
An atmosphere in which the child-
souls called into physical expression
will find a perfect medium for the
development and flowering of those
exquigite qualities inherited from an-
other higher world and inhibited,
now and here, through the obtuse-
ness, the disharmonies, and the car-
nal quality of our present life. One
generation of children brought up in
such spiritual homes would revolu-
tionize society.

EQUALITY of woman and man, if
clearly seen, is not a right to be
wrested from man by woman—but a
privilege fraught with such blessings
for the world that could man but see
he would of his own accord strive
with heart and soul to open every
door of opportunity to woman and to
help her to achieve an education
which should make her a true mate
to him upon every plane of being;
and as a mother, gloriously fitted to
create and train the children of the
coming race.

Let humanity “fly with both wings”
and it will reach the Kingdom of
Heaven.
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EQUALITY OF MAN AND WOMAN

*Compiled from the Utterances of *Abdu’l-Bahd

ODAY, questions of the utmost
importance are facing humanity;
questions peculiar to this radiant cen-
tury. In former centuries there was
not even mention of them. Inasmuch
as this is the century of illumination,
the century of humanity, the century
of divine bestowals, these questions
are being presented for the expres-
sion of public opinion and in all the
countries of the world discussion is
taking place looking to their solution.
One of these questions concerns the
rights of woman and her equality
with man. In past ages it was held
that woman and man were not equal ;
that is to say, woman was considered
inferior to man even from the stand-
point of her anatomy and creation.
She was considered especially inferior
in intelligence and the idea prevailed
universally that it was not allowable
for her to step into the arena of im-
portant affairs., In some countries
man went so far as to believe and
teach that woman belonged to a
sphere lower than human. But in
this century which is the century of
light and the revelation of mysteries
God is proving to the satisfaction of
humanity that all this is ignorance
and error; nay, rather, it is well es-
tablished that mankind and woman-
kind as factors of composite human-
ity are co-equal and that no difference
in estimate is allowable; for all are
human. The conditions in past cen-
turies were due to woman’s lack of
opportunity. She was denied the
right and privilege of education and
left in her undeveloped state. Natur-
ally, she could not and did not ad-

*All quotations in this compilation, un-
less otherwise noted, are from the Ad-
dresses of ’Abdu’l-Baha in America, pub-
lished under the title, “The Promulgation
of Universal Peace.”

vance. In reality God has created all
mankind and in the estimation of God
there is no distinction as to male and
female. The one whose heart is pure
is acceptable in His sight, be that one
man or woman. God does not inquire
“Art thou woman or art thou man?”’
He judges human actions. If these
are acceptable in the threshold of the
Glorious One, man and woman will be
equally recognized and rewarded.

Furthermore, the education of
woman is more mecessary and im-
portant than that of man, for woman
is the trainer of the child from its
infancy. If she be defective and im-
perfect herself the child will neces-
sarily be deficient; therefore imper-
fection of woman implies a condi-
tion of imperfection in all mankind,
for it is the mother who rears, nur-
tures and guides the growth of the
child. This is not the function of the
father. If the educator be inconi-
petent the educated will be corre-
spondingly lacking. This is evident
and incontrovertible. Could the stu-
dent be brilliant and accomplished if
the teacher is illiterate and ignorant?
The mothers are the first educators
of mankind ; if they be imperfect, alas
for the condition and future of the
race.

WHEN WE CONSIDER the king-
doms of existence below man we find
no distinction or estimate of supe-
riority and inferiority male and fe-
male. Among the myriad organisms
of the vegetable and animal king-
doms, sex exists, but there is no differ-
entiation whatever as to relative im-
portance and value in the equation of
life. If we investigate impartially
we may even find species in which the
female is superior or preferable to
the male. For instance, there are



THE BAHA’L

trees such as the fig, the male of
which is fruitless while the female is
fruitful. The male of the date palm
is valueless while the female bears
abundantly. Inasmuch as we find
no ground for distinction or supe-
riority according to the creative wis-
dom in the lower kingdoms, is it
logical or becoming of man to make
such distinction in regard to himself?
The male of the animal kingdom does
not glory in its being male and supe-
rior to the female. In fact equality
exists and is recognized. Why should
man, a higher and more intelligent
creature, deny and deprive himself of
this equality the animals enjoy? His
surest index and guide as to the cre-
ative intention concerning himself are
the conditions and analogies of the
kingdoms below him where equality
of the sexes is fundamental.

The truth is that all mankind are
the creatures and servants of one
God, and in His estimate all are hu-
man. ‘“Man” is a generic term apply-
ing to all humanity. The biblical
statement “Let us make man in our
image; after our likeness” does not
mean that woman was not created.
The “image” and “likeness” of God
applies to her as well. In Persian
and Arabic there are two distinect
words translated “man” into Eng-
lish; one meaning man and woman
collectively, the other distinguishing
man as male from woman the fe-
male. The first word and its pro-
noun are generie, collective ; the other
is restricted to the male. This is
the same in Hebrew.

To accept and observe a distinc-
tion which God has not intended in
creation, is ignorance and supersti-
tion. The fact which is to be con-
sidered, however, is that woman hav-
ing formerly been deprived must now
be allowed equal opportunities with
man for education and training.
There must be no difference in their
education. Until the reality of equal-
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ity between man and woman is fully
established and attained, the highest
social development of mankind is not
possible.

THE OUTER SUN is a sign or
symbol of the inner and ideal Sun of
Truth, the Word of God. Inasmuch as
this is the century of light, it is evi-
dent that the Sumn of Reality, the
Word has revealed itself to all human-
kind. . . . Among those revealed re-
alities was the great principle of the
equality of man and woman which is
now finding recognition throughout
the whole world—America, Europe
and the Orient.

History records the appearance in
the world of women who have been
signs of guidance, power and accom-
plishment. Some were notable poets,
some philosophers and scientists,
others courageous upon the field of
battle. Qurratu’l-’Ayn, a Baha’i, was
a poetess. She discomfited the
learned men of Persia by her bril-
liancy and fervor. When she entered
a meeting even the learned were si-
lent. She was so well versed in phi-
losophy and science that those in her
presence always considered and con-
sulted her first. Her courage was un-
paralleled; she faced her enemies
fearlessly until she was killed. She
withstood a despotic king, the Shah
of Persia, who had the power to de-
cree the death of any of his subjects.
There was not a day during which he
did not command the execution of
some. This woman singly and alone
withstood such a despot until her
last breath; then gave her life for
her faith.

WHY SHOULD man who is en-
dowed with the sense of justice and
sensibilities of conscience be willing
that one of the members of the hu-
man family should be rated and con-
sidered as subordinate? Such differ-
entiation is neither intelligent nor
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conscientious; therefore the principle
of religion has been revealed by Ba-
hé'w’lldh that woman must be given
the privilege of equal education with
man and full right to his prerogatives.
That is to say, there must be no
difference in the education of male
and female, in order that woman-
kind may develop equal capacity and
importance with man in the social
and economic equation. Then the
world will attain unity and harmony.
In past ages humanity has been de-
fective and inefficient because incom-
plete. War and its ravages have
blighted the world. The education of
woman will be a mighty step toward
its abolition and ending for she will
use her whole influence against war,
Woman rears the child and educates
the youth to maturity. She will re-
fuse to give her sons for sacrifice
upon the field of battle. In truth she
will be the greatest factor in estab-
lishing Universal Peace and interna-
tional arbitration. Assuredly woman
will abolish warfare among mankind.
Inasmuch as human society consists
of two factors, the male and female,
each the complement of the other,
the happiness and stability of hu-
manity cannot be assured unless both
are perfected. Therefore the stand-
ard and status of man and woman
must become equalized.

Again, it is well established in his-
tory that where woman has not par-
ticipated in human affairs the out-
comes have never attained a state of
completion and perfection. On the
other hand, every influential under-
taking of the human world wherein
woman has been a participant has
attained importance. This is his-
torically true and beyond disproof
even in religion. His Holiness Jesus
Christ had twelve disciples and
among His followers a woman known
as Mary Magdalene. Judas Iscariot
had become a traitor and hypocrite,

and after the crucifixion the remain-
ing eleven disciples were wavering
and undecided. It is certain from the
evidence of the Gospels that the one
who comforted them and re-estab-
lished their faith was Mary Mag-
dalene.

THE WORLD of humanity con-
sists of two factors—male and fe-
male. Each is the complement of the
other. Therefore if one is defective
the other will necessarily be incom-
plete and perfection cannot be at-
tained. There is a right-hand and a
left-hand in the human body, func-
tionally equal in service and adminis-
tration. If either proves defective,
the defect will naturally extend to the
other by involving the completeness
of the whole; for accomplishment is
not normal unless both are perfect.
If we say one hand is deficient we
prove the inability and incapacity of
the other; for single-handed there is
no full accomplishment. Just as
physical accomplishment is complete
with two hands, so man and woman,
the two factors of the social body,
must be perfect. It is not natural
that either should remain undevel-
oped; and until both are perfected
happiness of the human world will
not be realized.

THE MOST momentous question of
this day is international peace and
arbitration; and Universal Peace is
impossible without universal suf-
frage. Children are educated by the
women. The mother bears the trou-
bles and anxieties of rearing the
child; undergoes the ordeal of its
birth and training. Therefore it is
most difficult for mothers fo send
those upon whom they have lavished
such love and care, to the battle field.
Consider a son reared and trained
twenty years by a devoted mother.
What sleepless nights and restless,
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anxious days she has spent! Having
brought him through dangers and
difficulties to the age of maturity,
how agonizing then to sacrifice him
upon the battle field! Therefore the
mothers will not sanction war nor be
satisfied with it. So it will come to
pass that when women participate
fully and equally in the affairs of the
world, enter confidently and capably
the great arena of laws and politics,
war will cease; for woman will be the
obstacle and hindrance to it. This is
true and without doubt.

LACK OF EQUALITY between
man and woman is likewise a cause
of human dissension. Bah&’v’llah has
named this as an important factor of
discord and separation, for so long as
humankind remains unequally di-
vided, male and female in right and
importance, no unity can be estab-
lished. In a perfect human body it
is not possible for one organ to be
complete and another defective. In
the great body of human society it is
impossible to establish unity and co-
ordination if one factor is considered
perfect and the other imperfect.
When the perfect functions of both
factors are in operation harmony will
prevail. God has created man and
woman equal as to faculties. He has
made no distinction between them.
Woman has not reached the level of
man in human accomplishment be-
cause of the lack of opportunity and
education. If educational apportuni-
ties were made equal and similar the
two factors man and woman would
equalize in attainment. God hag in-
tended no difference between them
that should be productive of discord.
He has endowed all with human facul-
ties and all are manifestations of his
mercy. If we say man and woman
differ in creational endowment it is
contrary to divine justice and inten-
tion. Both are human. If God has
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created one perfect and the other de-
fective he is unjust. But God is just;
all are perfect in his intention and
creative endowment. To assume im-
perfection in the creature is to pre-
suppose imperfection in the Almighty
Creator. The soul that excels in at-
tainment of his attributes and graces
is most acceptable before God.

THE SEX DISTINCTION which
exists in the human world is due to
the lack of education for woman, who
has been denied equal opportunity for
development and advancement.
Equality of the sexes will be estab-
lished in proportion to the increased
opportunities afforded woman in this
age; for man and woman are equally
the recipients of powers and endow-
ments from God the Creator. God
has not ordained distinction between
them in His consummate purpose.

THE WORLD OF humanity is
possessed of two wings—the male and
the female. So long as these ftwo
wings are not equivalent in strength
the bird will not fly. Until woman-
kind reaches the same degree as man,
until she enjoys the same arena of ac-
tivity, extraordinary attainment for
humanity will not be realized; hu-
manity cannot wing its way to
heights of real attainment. When the
two wings or factors become equiva-
lent in strength, enjoying the same
prerogatives, the flight of man will be
exceedingly lofty and extraordinary.
Therefore woman must receive the
same education as man and all in-
equality be adjusted. Thus imbued
with the same virtues as man, rising
through all the degrees of human at-
tainment, women will become the
peers of men, and until this equality
is established, true progress and at-
tainment for the human race will not
be facilitated.
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IT IS MY HOPE that the banner of
equality may be raigsed throughout
the five continents where as yet it is
not fully recognized and established.
In this enlightened world of the west,
woman has advanced an immeasur-
able degree beyond the women of the
Orient. And let it be known once
more that until woman and man rec-
ognize and realize equality, social and

political progress here or anywhere
will not be possible. For the world
of humanity consists of two parts or
members; one is woman, the other is
man. Until these two members are
equal in strength, the oneness of hu-
manity cannot be established and the
happiness and felicity of mankind
will not be a veality. God willing,
this is to be so.

A SISTERHOOD OF PEACE

SHAHNAZ WAITE

Ye women of the world, Awake!

Awake!

Ye mothers, wives, and daughters, sisters, friends
Of men who make and men who go to war;

And all ye women who in Love and Truth,

Are bound by chords of common sisterhood,—

Awake ye all!

Awake ye now and pray!

Aye, pray as ye have never prayed before,

That God may send us Peace.

In vain we seek to gain the ear of those

Who over nations hold a stern control,

They are intoxicated with the blood

Shed in profusion on the battle fields,

And drank from out the skull-shaped cup of war,
And think they thus in their delirium wild

To quench their thirst of envy, greed and hate,
Which but the greater grows by being fed.

It is indeed the time to call a halt

To man-made laws, and made by man alone,~—
Men, who make war and crush out human lives,
The flowering of each country, state, and home;
And grind the heart of woman neath their feet.
But justice will prevail, though long it seem;
The balance will in time attained be,

And man and woman equal stand at last.
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But now—amid these hours of untold woe;
These hours of deepest darkness and despair—
When civilization seems to backward roll,

And all the laws of Mercy are annulled—

Now let us turn to God in simple faith

And pray—for all the Sages of the past

Have bade us pray—“for prayer availeth much.”

So to this end, ye women of the world,
Awake! Come forth! and as a Unit stand!
Held fast together by the sacred bond,

Of Universal Sisterhood, and sealed

With the most Holy Seal of mutual Love,

Of mutual sorrow, pain and sympathy;

With every line of difference wiped away;
No thought of race or creed to enter in;

And let all hearts be welded into one,

One Mighty Heart—to form a censer-cup,
To hold on high—fashioned of rubies rare,
And filled with the deep-burning fire of pain;
And with the incense of our daily prayers,
Which rising, ever rising unto heaven,

May penetrate the clouds made thick by war,
And reach at last the very throne of God.

Then for the sake of her who gives her all

Who suffers tortures only women know ;

In answer to the incense of her prayers,

The days of anguish may the sooner end,

And man be brought to Reason and to Life,

And stand once more not lower than the beast,
But clothed in righteousness redeemed from, self ;
A perfect man—the “noblest work of God.”

So let us as a sisterhood of peace,

Unite in prayer for these our brother men,
And for this weary, war-sick stricken earth,
That God may hear and hearing, send release;
In Him with faith let each heart firmly trust,
For down the ages has it ever rung

“Pray ye! O pray! For prayer availeth much.”
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THE WORLD-WIDE INFLUENCE OF
QURRATUL-AYN

STANWOOD COBB

“Amongst the women of our own time is Qurratw'l’Ayn, the daughter of o Mu-
hammadan priest. At the time of the appearance of the Bdb she showed such tremen-
dous courage and power that all who heard her were astonished. She threw aside her
veil, despite the immemorial custom of the Persiams, and although it was considered im-
polite to speak with men, this heroic woman carried on controversies with the most

learned men, and in every meeting she vanquished them.

When imprisoned she said,

You can kill me as soon as you like but you cannotl stop the emancipation of women.’—

HE power of a great life to in-

spire other lives is vividly typified
in the remarkable and dramatic in-
fluence of the great Persian feminist
and poetess, Qurratu’l-’Ayn, upon the
New Woman Movement in Austria.
The relation between this heroine of
Persia, one of the greatest women the
world has ever produced, and Mari-
anne Hainisch, the greatest pioneer
and leader in the Woman Movement
of Austria for the last fifty years, is
indeed dramatic. It came about in
this way:

At the time when Mme. Hainisch,
now the mother of the President of
Austria, was turning toward work
for the emancipation of womanhood,
she was in the very closest friendship
with Marie von Najmajer, who was
also devoting herself to the work of
womanhood and of humanity. Marie
von Najmajer, the most gifted po-
etess of Austria in the last genera-
tion, never married. It was not that
she did not have love for man, or that
she had any antagonistic thoughts to-
ward marriage, but because she
wished to give her entire life to hu-
manity.

Into the life of this poetess came,
about 1870, a great inspiration from
reading the career of Qurratu’l-’Ayn
—the story of whose life and mar-
tyrdom in the early days of the Ba-
h&’i Movement is well known to the
readers of The Baha’i Magazine.
Marie von Najmajer, as the result of

*Abduw’l-Bahd,.

this inspiration, did her greatest cre-
ative work—a long narrative poem
entitled “Qurratu’l”’Ayn”—based
upon the life of this heroine. It is her
greatest poem and one of the great-
est pieces of poetic work Austria has
produced, published in book form in
1874. From this beautiful poem a
brief passage may be quoted in trans-
lation from the German in order to
show both the poetic quality of this
author and the character of Qur-
ratu’l-”Ayn in its power to inspire.

The news of Qurratu’l-’Ayn’s approach

Was quickly spread to borders of the Cas-
pian Sea,

And to Bedesht came many folk in pil-
grimage

To meet her on the coming day.

And so one day upon the forest’s edge,

Where many tents were brightly strechted

Surrounded by gay carpet spread,

There streamed the people in, and lo, Qur-
ratu’l-’Ayn

Appeared, the people of Mazandaran to
greet.

They all expected a haughty woman to see
Masterful, of lordly mien

And of proud glance.

And behold there came she from the forest
Tender-miened and lovely as a sunbeam
Breaking through a crown of foliage green;
In the highest simplicity, like an angel,
Modestly smiling as a beseeching child.

Yet as she, in clear and simple terms, be-
gan to speak

She appeared with every word to grow;

And continually by inspiration carried for-
ward

She stood at last before them like a goddess

And cried inflamed, “Now the time is come
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When God in spirit shall be worshipped and
in truth.

There is come to us a New Light, a New
Law;

And heart and soul and spirit shall rejoice.

“Yet such a great event not without
struggle comes to pass!

Oh shrink not from a thousand sacrifices,

You chosen people, you children of this
epoch!

There has come to us a Son of Light.

Arige, you men of Iran, give testimony of
the truth!

“And also you—my own poor sex-—you
women, O awake!

The hour comes when no more in the harem

Hopeless and imprisoned shall you wait.

For other safer stiller days keep your innate
timidity and fear;

But now prove yourselves companions to
your husbands

In the struggle for humanity’s highest good.

The time is great! Oh friends, be great
as it!”

Then rang a thousand-throated cry to greet
her—

Inspired, sobbing and in jubilation—

“Prophetess, behold us ready and prepared

For all. We swear it to you, by God and
by the Bab.”

“Then let ug pray for strength and unity,”
she called.™

It was at the time of the publica-
tion of this poem that Marie von
Najmajer and Marianne Hainisch,
working in close unity, became the
great moulders of thought in Austria
for the equality of men and women
and for the education of all boys and
girls. The life of Qurratu’l-Ayn,
stirring the creative geniug and the
human soul of the Austrian poetess,
reached also Marianne Hainisch and
became a great inspiration in the
joint lives of these two noble women
for the freedom, of womanhood in
Austria, as Qurratu’lAyn had been
the great pioneer and martyr for the
freedom of the women in Persia.

It was in 1870, Mme. Hainisch told
Miss Martha Root—to whose inter-
view with the Austrian leader we are
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Miss Marie von Najmajer, author of the
great poem “Qurratw’lAyn,” published in
Vienna, Austria, in 1874.

indebted for the material for this ar-
ticle—that Mme. Hainisch first met
Marie von Najmajer in a great as-
sembly. Marie had been reading a
great deal about Qurratu’l’Ayn and
the history of the B4b and she decided
to write a poem to portray the won-
derful life of Qurratu’l-’Ayn and the
teachings of the B4b. This meeting
was the beginning of a great friend-
ship between Marianne and Marie.
They decided that they would work
to get better schools for women.
Marianne Hainisch spoke openly and
in public, pleading that the Govern-
ment should furnish schools for girls
and that they should have the same
privileges as boys in education. They
demanded complete rights for women.
Marie van Najmajer, blessed with
ample means, remained single and
devoted all her life and much of her
means to this cause of womanhood.
Marianne Hainisch, also fortunate in
the possession of ample means, used

*Because of her boldness in putting off

the veil, and for her public lectures in behalf

of the B4Ab’s teachings—in which she was all foo successful to please the Persian Mullahs
—Qurratu’l’Ayn was martyred, being thrcwn into a well and rocks heaped upon her.
It is possible that this entire poem, “Qurratu’l-’Ayn,” may be rendered available for pub-
lication in serial form in later issues of The Bahad’i Magazine.
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it to aid her in the work so dear to
her heart. The day when these two
women met in 1870 may be said
therefore to be the day when the New
Woman Movement was founded in
Austria.

Y

Miss Martha L. Root, Baha’i lec-
turer and writer, recently inter-
viewed Marianne Hainisch in her
quiet country home near Vienna.
From her own
lips she received
this story of her
work, and that of
Marie von Naj-
majer, for the
New Woman
Movement in that
country. These
two women from
1870 on worked
with the greatest
enthusiasm for
the better educa-
tion of women,
for the rights of
women to enter
the professions.
Marianne Hain-
isch said in the
course of this in-
terview: “Men
could have their
shops and their
estates, they could
do any work they wished, but
women did not have the privilege of
going to the universities. Marie von
Najmajer and I strove to attain for
girls opportunities to study just as
boys did. We worked to secure for
girls also gymnasium exercises, phys-
ical culture, and all other opportuni-
ties that were open to the boys of
Austria. I was always a liberalist, a
liberalist in religious thought as well
as in the work of women. I worked,
not that the rich alone should have
education, but that all other women

Marianne Hainisch ot the age of eighteen,
the beautiful sociely girl.

of the working classes might enjoy
life.”

“Miss Root” she said, ‘““all this that
you can speak about so freely, in my
day and in the day of Qurratu’l-’Ayn
was not so easy to speak about; but
we have succeeded, and now women
do have perlleges and opportunltles
as do men.”

“Mme. Hainisch lives very simply,”
writes Miss Root, “in a most charm-
ing small house with lovely gardens.
She is very ac-
tive, and though
1 arrived one-
half hour ahead
of time, she wag
ready to receive
me. A man from
one of the syndi-
cates from Amer-
ica called while
I was there and
asked for an in-
terview regarding
politics.  Mme.
Hainisch answer-
ed him, ‘I am
not a bit inter-
ested in politics.
I have nothing
to say to you. 1
am only interest-
ed inworld peace,
constructivework
for women and
for the welfare
of humanity.”” From her seventieth
birthday until now, when she is
eighty - eight, her birthday anni-
versary has been celebrated so lov-
ingly by her friends in Austria that
she now, as she tells Miss Root, goes
out of the city on that day so that her
friends cannot spend their precious
time doing things for her. Her son,
who is President of Austria, said to
her on the occasion of her last anni-
versary, “Do you not want more—can
I not give you something?” And she

3
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replied, “I only want what is neces-
sary to live.”

W

Mme. Hainisch, like Qurratu’l-’Ayn,

is not a masculine type of woman.
As a girl she was very beautiful; as a
woman, tender, sympathetic, loving,
fulfilling all the duties of woman-
hood in her home, neglecting none of
those in her larger work for women.

From the col-
lection of appre-
clations publish-
ed in connection
with her seven-
tieth birthday,
the following
guotation may
be of interest:
“A womanlyideal
for all time is
Marianne Hain-
isch, a real wom-
an in her charm,
her tenderness,
her joy of life,
beautiful also in
the loving qual-
ity of her heart,

daughter, wife,
mother, perfect
as the Creator

willed her to be;
yvet a champion
also of all others,
for the rights of a new day, weari-
less fighter against bigotry and bar-
barism. For livelihood, for bread
the New Woman Movement called,
but the competition with the trained
intelligence of man could only be
undertaken when the intelligence of
woman should receive equal train-
ing, so she fought step by step on
the heated battle field of schools for
girls. Quietly and unnoticed she
founded, as a private school, the first
high school for girls in Vienna. To-
day this school is flourishing and

Marianne Hainisch at the age of thirty-
three, champion of Women’s Rights.
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sends yearly a group of graduates to
the universities. Never complaining,
she has through her inspiration and
zeal for this goal, won friends and
assistance until the ‘Association for
Wider Education of Women’ has be-
come a power in our city. For girls
she has striven long and earnestly
for complete education and profes-
sional training, and for the boys also
in our schools, with the warm heart
of mother and grandmother. She
has given her
strength and in-
fluence to work
against anti-
quated methods
and unpedagogic
harshness.”

%

That so ener-
getic and so
broad-minded a
champion for
right should
strive not only
for the rights of
women but also
for international
friendship of va-
rious mnations is
to be expected.
And g0 Mme.
Hainisch has
thrown herself
into the peace movement with the
deepest conviction and the warmest
zeal. (Mme. Hainisch was for years
President of the League of Austrian
Women’s Clubs.) Through her in-
fluence this Austrian League joined
the world association of women, the
International Council of Women. In
1899 Mme. Hainisch attended the
second Convention of this Movement
in London; later she attended Con-
ventions in Berlin and in Toronto,
Canada. Her work for world peace
has therefore been as distinguished
as her work for women’s rights.
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A glowing tribute to this remark-
able woman is a brief poem by her
dear friend Marie von Najmajer:

Oh say not with such a modest mien
You cannot poetize,

For to me appears in you

The purest form of poetry.

That beautiful quick-kindled fire

In your eyes and countenance;

The peculiar charm which ever flows
From your sweet and gentle soul;

The lovely grace which unites in you

The earnest fighting soul of purest woman;
Your strife, to all the light to bring,—

Is to me the most inspiring poetry.

That to this noble woman, Mme.
Hainisch, mother of a President,
founder of the New Woman Move-
ment for Austria, and successful
champion of it for over fifty years,
who had at the beginning of her ca-
reer been touched by the life of Qur-
ratu’l-’ Ayn and the Bib,—that to this
woman in her last and gloriously
glowing days should come the mes-
sage of the Bahd’i Movement, is but
‘fitting and perhaps destined. She
had not heard of the Baha’i Move-
ment and how the message of Ba-
hé’u’llah was the fulfillment of what

the B4b had preached, until Miss
Root brought it to her attention. She
received the book, “Bah&’w’llah and
the New Era,” by Dr. J. E. Essle-
mont, very graciously and informed
herself of its contents. Though she
could not attend the lectures on the
Baha’i Movement given by Miss Root,
she asked her dearest friend to go
and report to her every detail of the
lectures.  Afterwards this friend
brought to Miss Root a gift for the
Baha’i Assembly of Vienna—the
books of Marie von Najmajer. An
extra copy of the poem “Qurratu’l-
"Ayn,” given to Miss Root personally
has been presented by Miss Root to
the Baha’i Archives of the United
States, and it is from this book that
we have quoted in this article.
Martha Root says of Mme. Hain-
isch: “She is the greatest woman I
have met in Austria. Studying the
Woman’s Movement of Austria we

see that Mme. Hainisch and Marie

von Najmajer have been the great
moulders of thought for the equality
of men and women and for equal edu-
cation of the girl and boy in Aus-
tria, and now there are thousands of
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women in Austria with this great
ideal. I pondered in my heart how
Qurratu’l-’Ayn, the first woman mar-
tyr in Persia for the work of religious
freedom of women, for universal edu-
cation and universal suffrage for
women, had influenced these two
beautiful young women in Austria
so spiritually wide-awake.”

Just as the life of the Persian
heroine proved such a great inspira-
tion to these noble women of Austria
whose work has been so effective for
womanhood and for humanity, so
may the life of Marianne Hainisch
here presented bring inspiration to
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all by her mnoble work and life,
blessed with ample means for the
gratification of self-interests but ris-

"ing above the pleasures and charm of

society. From an early age throwing
her great heart, soul and brilliant
mind and charm of personality into
the continual struggle that was not
without its hardships and persecu-
tion ; fighting always for the good not
only for women but for men,—she
stands in her old age like a moun-
tain aglow with the bright light of
the rising sun. It is the Light of the
New Age which shines upon her
brow.

taining to humanity.

and economic equation.

ment of Universal Peace.

HE realities of things have been revealed in this radiant cen-
tury and that which is true must come to the surface. Among
these realities is the principle of the equality of man and
woman; equal rights and prerogatives in all things apper-

His Holiness Baha'u’lldh declared this

reality over fifty years ago.

equality is true, it is likewise true that woman must prove her
capacity and aptitude, must show forth the evidences of equality. She
must become proficient in the arts and sciences and prove by her
accomplishments that her abilities and powers have merely been
latent. . . . Woman must especially devote her energies and abilities
toward the industrial and agricultural sciences, seeking to assist
mankind in that which is mest needful.
demonstrate capability and insure recognition of equality in the social

Undoubtedly God will confirm her in her
efforts and endeavors, for in this century of radiance His Holiness
Baha’u’llah has proclaimed the reality of the oneness of the world of
humanity and announced that all nations, peoples and races are one.

He has shown that although individuals may diiffer in development and
capacity, they are essentially and intrinsically equal as human beings,
just as the waves of the sea are innumerable and different but the

reality of the sea is one. The plurality of humanity may be likened to

the waves but the reality of humankind is like the sea itself. All the
waves are of the same water; all are waves of one ocean.

Therefore strive to show in the human world that women are most
capable and efficient ; that their hearts are more tender and susceptible
than the hearts of men; that they are more philanthropic and
responsive toward the needy and suffering; that they are inflexibly
opposed to war and lovers of peace.
national peace may become realized through the efforts of womankind,
for man is more inclined to war than woman, and a real evidence of
woman’s superiority will be her service and efficiency in the establish-

But while this principle of

By this means she will

Strive that the idea of inter-

’Abdu’l-Bahi.
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HUMANITY UNFOLDING A
LIMITLESS SELF

DR. ORROL L. HARPER

“Do ye not look upon the present conditions; in the not for distant future the world
of women will become all-refulgent and all-glorious, for His Holiness Bahd'wlldh hath

willed it so.

At the time of elections, the right to vate is the inalienable Tight of women,

and the entrance of women in all the human departments is an irrefutable and uncon-
trovertible question. No soul con retard or prevent it.”— Abdwl-Bahd.

N THIS day of universal awaken-

ing the sediment of old ideas is
brought to the surface, and revealed
in ungarnished nudity. It is as if
a clarifying prod had stirred to its
depths the ocean of life, and brought
into view all the debris that human
ignorance and. misconception have
collected for ages.

Placed in bold relief by the sun-
light of analysis and reason, the
crude barrenness of ancient ideas un-
folds. Opinion takes on perspective
and vision, understanding becomes
more vital, reality more clear.

Humanity being roused. from its
sleep of stagnation is gradually awak-
ening to the consciousness of a lim-
itless self.

Man and woman are the two com-
ponent parts of humanity. Each
part must find equal development be-
fore the human race can reach the
heights of progress.

In centuries past woman has been
the helpless, uneducated, unhonored
part of mankind. As far back as his-
torical records go woman’s chief
sphere of activity has been the home.
Her time has been so completely
taken up with household duties and
the rearing of children that her in-
tellectual growth has suffered.

Formerly in the Orient women
were not even considered as human
beings. Certain Arab tribes counted
them in with their live stock. In
their language the noun for “woman”
also meant “donkey”’—that is, the
same mname applied to both, and a

man’s wealth was accounted by the
number of these beasts of burden he
possessed.

What a difference exists today!
Civilization has advanced, and woman
is awake to her identity. She is be-
coming conscious that she is the equal
and complement of the masculine ele-
ment of humanity—Education is
freeing her from the bondage of ig-
norance—the Feminist Movement
has demonstrated that woman is ca-
pable of filling a definite place in the
world. Her development is necessary
to the progress of the human race.

W. L. George in “Woman and To-
morrow” says, “Feminism is broadly
the furthering of the interests of
woman, philosophically the leveling
of the sexes, and specifically the so-
cial and political emancipation of
woman.”

Modern woman is developing la-
tent talents. As her reality emerges
from the obscurity of the past, a
better self is finding expression.

Ag knowledge takes the place of
ignorance the despotic barbarian
loses his power. Out of the suffer-
ing caused by domination, cruelty, in-

-Jjustice, treachery and contempt, has

been born a new consciousness—the
consciousness of a better self. That
better self stands for knowledge,
truth, justice, respect, honor, love, co-
operation and service.

All- true happiness is formed by
stimulating that better self into ac-
tivity. It matters not whether the
person be a laborer, a housewife, a
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politician, a professional or business
man or woman, each is happy in pro-
portion to the innate perfections he
or she is expressing.

The Feminist Movement is an ef-
fort toward expression where before
there has been suppression.

Vance Thompson in his book,
“Woman,” finds the explanation of
the modern feminist movement in the
“sex-specialization” man has imposed
upon woman. He says that for ages
man has insisted that woman be a
“female-being’” rather than a ‘“human
being.”

Modern worgan maintaing her in-
dividuality, understands and is better
understood than were her ancestors.
Why? Because experience has taught
her an understanding of the prob-
lems of life. She expresses her sen-
timents in the Delineator, “The mod-
ern woman wants a share in all her
husband’s business, in his failures as
well as his successes, in his love as
well as his money. The modern
woman wanhts a parther not a
master.”

The untrained, uneducated, inex-
perienced, suppressed half of the
body of man has shaken off its pa-
ralysis. As woman receives the in-
tellectual stimulus that can only come
by contact with other minds, she is
developing strength and learning
how to fulfi}l her purpose in life,
that of being the equal and com-
plement of man, in fact the mother
of all men.

But the fact that woman has not
always been conscious of her powers,
has not always been the life and in-
spiration she is today, has not al-
ways contributed her intellectual
gifts to the intelligence of the race,
makes her even more appreciated,
now that she is learning how to
strengthen that weakened wing of
the human bird.

MAGAZINE 51

II

A sweeping survey of woman’s ac-
tivity in the world proves it to be ex-
tensive :-—A large group of mothers
are to be found who are educating
themselves, so that they in turn can
educate their children.

A second class of women is de-
scribed by an author in the Living
Age, “Although home duties may be
the appropriate function for the ma-
Jjority of women, there is in the social
life of today a very large class of
young women who are perfectly
capable of doing what was once con-
sidered man’s exclusive work, and
doing it well.”

In reply to the opponents of
woman’s new activities, Gertrude
Atherton in the Yale Review says,
“You forget that no woman can hold
a man’s job if she is inefficient.”

A third class of women in the busi-
ness world have been accused of be-
ing industrial usurpers. But this
idea has been proved faulty by C. P.
Neil, Commissioner of Labor, who
listed four of the six great divisions
of modern industry as woman's in-
dustry, by right of her priority in
them, ILook at the range of the four:

1. Textile industries—such as cot-
ton, woolen and linen manufacturers.

2. Cloth and serving trades, includ-
ing all garment manufacturers.

3. Manufacturers of food and kin-
dred products (including beverages,
bakeries, pickle factories, candy
kitchens, ete.).

4. Domestic Service (supervision
of hostelries, apartment houses, res-
taurants, ete.).

If “usurpation” is the word, it is
the men carders and weavers, the
men who come to the house with
vacuum cleaners, hotel proprietors,
men garment cutters and fitters,
apartment - house superintendents,
men bakers, chefs and pickle makers
—it is they who are the *“‘usurpers,”
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not the women, who are but following
their traditional pursuits from home
to factory.

A fourth class is made up of women
who are demonstrating the dynamic
ability to have babies and careers,
both—each better for the other.
Lady Astor, a member of the British
Parliament, also a mother of five
children, is an interesting example.
Lady Astor says, “The pearl of great
price that I am striving for is to take
into public life what every man gets
from his mother—unselfishness, vi-
gion, courage, cleanness,—the real
kind, which helps them to live up to
the best that ig in them. There is so
much good in all men, but only good
women can bring it out.”

Henry Norman in the Forum says,
“Women are among the truly great
artists of the world, some of them
are great musicians, many of them
ereat fiction writers.” Tonis K.
Bisch, M.D,, says, “There is nothing
requiring brain power that a woman
cannot do—providing she is prop-
erly trained—without the help of
man.”

Every cause that is of lasting bene-
fit to the race is usually watered by
the blood of martyrs. The cause of
the awakened woman is no exception.
Qurratu’l’Ayn, a beautiful Persian
poetess, was the first woman to give
her life to help establish freedom for
all women. In 1863, in a land where
custom demanded thick, protecting
veils for all women, at all times,
among a people who considered it a
diggrace to be the parents of a girl
baby, Qurratu’l’Ayn arose and,
throwing aside her veil, fearlessly
proclaimed the dawn of a New Day
in which superstition, fanatical cus-
tom and ignorance would be done
away with.

For her action Qurratu’l-’Ayn was
killed, her body was thrown into a
well, and stones were heaped upon it.
Like a seed that human body was

buried, so that the spirit of progress
that animated it might come forth as
a new plant to carry courage, intel-
lectual and spiritual growth to all
women.

The most important question of
this age is Universal Peace. Since
1888 an International Council of
Women, representing forty-two coun-
tries and thirty-six million women,
has been meeting once every five
years to promote unity, and mutual
understanding between all associa-
tions of women working for the com-
mon welfare of humanity. Its watch-
words are peace, cooperation and
Progress.

To him who considers man superior
to woman, Professor Burton, late
president of the Minnesota and Wis-
consin Universities, said, “Both male
and female elements are found in all
people, the predominance of one de-
termining the sex. The difference be-
tween men and women is not a ques-
tion of inferiority or superiority, but
a difference of kind and function.”

Gertrude Atherton in the Yale Re-
view says, “Men and women are one
being split in two, differently sexed
for the benefit of the race. Men and
women are made up of the same in-
gredients. The predominance of
good or bad, weakness or strength,
ig in the individual not the sex.”

'Abdu’l-Bah4, the Center of a
World-Wide Movement to establish
universal peace, said that this is the
“age of woman,” and that there is
not a position held at any time by men
that some woman will not occupy.

Thus we see woman walking side
by side with man on the highway of
human progress.

II1

The principle of opposites is the
law by which all manifestations of
life on this earth plane exist and be-
come known.
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Each phenomenon is produced by a
varied combination and balance of
negative and positive charges of elec-
trone energy. Contrast is the means
used to make us appreciate the true
worth of all things.

Would we appreciate sunshine if
it never rained? If hatred and ani-
mosity did not exist, would love be
understood? If there were no ig-
norance, would we be conscious of
knowledge? If poverty did not exist
would we be able to enjoy wealth? If
woman had not suffered from the
cave-man, would she be able to ap-
preciate the cooperative man? If
woman did not exist, would man be in
existence? No! Man and woman are
the two component parts of human-
ity. With either element lacking the
human race could not exist, and with
either element undeveloped the race
as a whole stagnates.

The reality of a human being has
two aspects. One aspect attaches
him to this material world, its
thoughts and affairs. The other di-
rects his attention to the ideals of a
spiritual existence.

The fusion of the two opposing ele-
ments in man, the material and the
spiritual, results in an individuality
that is eternal. We say such a man
has character.

The radiating light from an in-
candescent bulb has resulted from
the union of negative and positive
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poles -of electricity. Just so the two
opposing poles that renresent the hu-
man race, when equally educated and
properly united, will produce an il-
lumined understanding that will be-
come universal.

The thinking man awakens to a
new realization of life. All the con-
flicting forces in the world-—negative
and positive, male and female, con-
structive and destructive, material
and spiritual are seen to be con-
stantly contributing their individual
energy towards the equalization, the
realization, of fuller and more per-
fect life.

A vision appears before my eyes.
I see a mysterious valley hidden in
the darkness of ignorance and mis-
conception.

From its tangled depths, there rises
at dawn of day, a beautiful white
bird. Its two well-developed wings
glisten in the sunlight, and move with
equal strength and rythm.

The bird carries in its mouth a
gem of great price—the gem of
knowledge.

I hear a voice say, “It is the bird of
humanity, which has been educated,
trained and developed in the school
of life experience. Now that its two
wings are equally strong, the equality
of men and women is realized—and
the bird of humanity, with a free
spiritual consciousness, can soar from
summit to summit of progress.”

“In the estimation of God there is no distinction of sex.
whose thought is pure, whose education is superior, whose scientific
attainments are greater, whose deeds of philanthropy excel, be
that one man or woman, white or colored, is entitled to full rights
and recognition ; there is no differentiation whatsoever.”

One

’Abdu’l-Bah4.
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WOMAN

IN ALLEGORY AND FABLE

IN TRADITION AND HISTORY

IN THE PRESENT DAY AND AGE

HOWARD R. HURLBUT

From time to time down through the ages, even during the long period of the sub-
mergence of women, certain members of the sex have, as it were, been selected by God to
perform great tasks. The debt of humanity to these women of the past is well brought
out in an dluminating article by Mr. Hurlbut, the first installment of which is here pub-

lished.

T MAY not be quite beyond the pale

of reason to assume that the sub-
ject of this essay will agree she has
been from the beginning a source of
disturbance for man. Indeed, if she
shall accept the Bible narrative, she
cannot in any wise quarrel with this
assumption. Even though she may
argue against having ever been a rib
in a man’s anatomy, she must assent
that she has been a thorn in his side
throughout the ages. There had
never been any disturbance in Eden
until Woman was injected into it.

In order to rightly understand this
it is necesary that the reader should
be in some measure familiar with the
Baha’i (Glorious) Revelation. This
is not being suggested as propa-
ganda: there is no intent of striving
to win the reader to belief in and
acceptance of the divine station of
Baha’u’lldh, in whose appearance the
renaissance of Truth was accom-
plished. Even in this statement one
may obgserve that no quarrel is pre-
sented with Truth by the Revelation,
ag it is discussed as renascent and
not as something new—only a stir-
ring or a revitalization of interest in a
subject which has been ever-present
in human experience. Indeed, there
is no good purpose served in argu-
ment to induce anyone to accept
Truth. The only right attitude to be
assumed by an ardent disciple is to
g0 present the beauty of Truth that
it shall warrant recognition; and
then if that recognition be not ac-

corded, all the urge which his desire
may inject into it will be fruitless.
Blindness can be cured only from
within.

In the Bahd’i Revelation there is
presented to man the key to unlock
the mystical and heretofore unread-
able allegories of Holy Writ. And
Eden was and is an allegory. In that
wonderful allegory of Creation pre-
sented in the opening chapter of the
Book of Genesis we are given to un-
derstand the meaning of “Woman.”
Not infrequently it is asked of the
Baha’i: “Do you accept the Bible as
the Word of God?”’ Ordinarily, if it
be readily accessible the Baha’i will
turn to a statement penned by ’Ab-
du’l-Baha on the fly-leaf of a Bible in
the City Temple in London where, by
invitation of Doctor Campbell, he ad-
dressed a vast congregation. It
reads:

“This Book is the Holy Book
of God, of celestial inspiration.
It is the Bible of Salvation, the
noble Gospel. It is the mystery
of the Kingdom and its light. It
is the Divine Bounty, sign of the
guidance of God.”

A second query is: “Must one ac-
cord belief in the Bible in order to
accomplish soul gsalvation?’ And
the understanding Baha’i will make
response: “That is solely dependent
upon one’s capacity to grasp the real
meaning and purpose of the Bible.
If he shall be able to do this and then
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reject it he will be in the position of
one who seeing the glory of the sun
shall deny its light.” Many errone-
ously insist that the Bible, being of
Divine inspiration, must be accepted
as free from fault. As a matter of
fact and of necessity, it is replete
with faults and were it not so it
would not be a perfect Book. It is
called the “Book of Life,” the in-
tended meaning being that its truths
convey spiritual sustenance and life
to man. It is not only that—it is the
Book of Life in the sense that it
portrays human life and methods in
every phase, as also it exposes man’s
deluded ideas regarding what may
be God’s Life in which human attri-
butes are assigned to Deity whereby
God performs acts as man in His
place would perform them. It is
this exposition of innumerable faults
which constitutes a necessary factor
of its completeness.

Were one inclined to insist in op-
position to thig that the recitals in all
things are really of God’s deeds, it is
suggested that he read the seventh
chapter of the Book of Joshua from
the ninteenth verse to the end of the
chapter.

If one shall reject the Bible he must
remain entirely ignorant of the mean-
ing of existence. Were it not for the
Revelation of Bah&’u’llah, mankind
would be without means of uncover-
ing the concealed meanings of the
Bible, which when incorporated there-
in were ‘“sealed” to so remain until
the “time of the end.” That time
opened in Persia in the middle of the
last century when the “Door” of at-
tainment was swung wide through
which it became possible for all men
to approach and to enter in to a
knowledge of God. It is through this
that we come to the meaning of Eden
and the appearance of woman there-
in. Also, not only has the status of
woman in the present day been
clearly defined and made mandatory,
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but there are involved a dozen or
more other mandates which are al-
ready lamely functioning—lamely, be-
cause of man’s failure as yet to grasp
their underlying potentials.

In the allegory of Creation, Adam
stands as the embodiment of all hu-
manity which ever had. been and
which was existent upon the earth at
the time—a humanity which had
never experienced that which is really
meant by “migery”’—a lack of a
knowledge of God—which is the
source of all sorrows, and being in
this state his condition was edenic.
It had ever been so because through
the ages he had not been conscious of
the fact that he was the possessor of
soul. And he would have continued
in this intellectual state of spiritual
ignorance had it not been for the ap-
pearance of the real Adam—the di-
vine Man, the Being of perfect purity
who appeared to the race as its edu-
cator and Saviour, in whose example
of pure living, the human practices
which had been pursued under the
direction of uninstructed minds were
reflected as rude and uncouth atti-
tudes in life, and the concept which
the aroused soul brought to him was
that thing which acted as the icono-
clastic influence in Eden. Whereso-
ever the term “woman” is employed
in Bible allegory, it means soul or
religion. That is what is meant by
the Woman in Eden. The soul of
man being brought out of himself,
an intimate and inseparable part of
his being. And this Woman—his
soul—was to serve merely as a chan-
nel through which the theretofore un-
instructed intellect of man might
travel between the grossness of ma-
teriality and the perfect refinement
of a divinely spiritual state, Inclined
toward the animalistic desires which
had always actuated him, rather than
to the spiritual beauties revealed by
the new instruction, he chose to
make the soul a medium for clinging
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to the old life and therefore the soul
became degraded. That was the
“Fall of Man.”

Woman having thus been cleared
of any connection whatsoever with
the initial punishment of the race
according to the traditional reading
of it, the intent of the writer is to
make plain how greatly in the his-
tory of the race woman rendered
gervice in crucial periods of its ex-
perience. One cannot read extendedly
through religious literature, authen-
tic and otherwise, without being con-
fronted by nine outstanding figures of
womanhood, whose importance did
not result from social prominence or
from individual striving, but appar-
ently from a Divine intent for the
accomplishment of a purpose, thus
working “in mysterious ways His
wonders to perform.”

THE IMMOLATION OF HAGAR

The station of Hagar is one sur-
rounded by the mysterious processes
of the unapproachable Guide:—A
bond-woman in the household of
Abraham, she lent herself to him,
upon the insistence of Sarah, his
wife, and became the mother of Ish-
mael from whose seed were to arise,
as promised of God, twelve princes;
and ‘“his descendants were to be as
the sands of the sea.” Ishmael was a
man of the wilds whose descendants
were the wild tribes of the Arabian
desert. The slave, having accom-
plished that for Abraham in which
his wife had failed, possibly discov-
ered a distinctly feminine trait in
treating Sarah with scorn and be-
cause of this she was driven out into
the wilderness in the fore-running of
that special purpose for which she
had been launched into the plan of
things, as out of this there was to
arise two thousand years later one
of the most widely disseminated of
religious movements—that of Mu-
hammad, the Arabian Prophet, who

was direct descendant of Ishmael,
His revealment of God’s message for
man having been foretold in that very
remarkable prophecy in Revela-
tion, chapter 12, verse 6: “And the
woman fled into the wilderness where
she hath a place prepared of God
that they should feed her there one
thousand, two  hundred and sixty
days.” Not “soul,” this time, but “re-
ligion” is meant by the term
“woman,” and this religion was that
of Muhammiad, destined to endure
unbrokenly through 1,260 days (or
years) dating from the Hegira in
622 A.D. and covering 1,260 Muham-
madan yvears to 1844, the year of the
dawn of the Baha’i Movement.

Does it perhaps seem. a far cry to
connect Hagar and Ishmael with this
great spiritual uprising of the desert,
destined to leave its indelible impress
upon untold millions of souls? Let
us for a brief space look upon this
bond-woman in the pale light of
fable—yonder she runs, bruised in
heart, beaten in aspiration, burned by
the scorching condemnation of the
outraged Sarah, who was responsible
for her plight, taking with her the
infant Ishmael : “Allah ta ’Ala! Allah
ta ’Ala!”—over and over repeating
the then Greatest Name of God,
thirsting on desert sands, turning no
whither in her search for water be-
tween those low-lying hills of Merwa
and Safa, the child wailing out its
misery of need, and she as any mother
might be, torn by the agony of wit-
nessing his want, sees at her feet a
strange disturbance to develop rap-
idly into a bursting bubbling spring,
its clear water flowing a cool stream
across the burning waste. Do you
possibly grasp the spiritual signifi-
cance of the fable? Religion, stand-
ing in the midst of the desert wastes
of human fallacies and misunder-
standings of truth, ever discovering
to the thirsting soul the unsullied
stream of the Water of Life.
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Then, afterward, Abraham, vision-
ing the essential meaning of sacrifice,
stayed his uplifted hand, visited this
well and built a temple by it wherein
to offer up his worship to the Most
High. It was this which came to
bear the name of the celebrated Zem-
zem well and about it and this temple
there centered the growing atirac-
tion of its bounty to caravans of
trade across the desert, and Mecca
grew to be a city of note throughout
the world.

THE SACRIFICE OF SARAH

The story of Sarah’s approaching
motherhood is couched in symbology ;
she laughed derisively when it was
suggested that in her advanced age
{ninety) she should present Abraham
with an heir. Her intense desire that
his geed might find fruition was what
had prompted her to sacrifice the pre-
rogatives of her station in wifehood
and extend her privilege to her slave.
Resentment over the scornful atti-
tude assumed by Hagar not only
caused her to drive out the bond-
woman but it also stirred in her such
an intengity of realization of her bar-
renness that it broke through the bar-
riers of flesh and restored in her the
virility of youth. Thus, in fulfillment
of the Divine promise to Abraham,
came forth Isaac from whose seed
was destined to spring the ‘“twelve
princes” in whose line through David
came Jegus the Christ.

THE MARTYRDOM OF ASEYEH

To this one came lasting promi-
nence because, as the daughter of
Pharaoh, the Bible narrative ac-
credits her with discovering and sav-
ing the infant Moses in the bulrushes
of the Nile. This identical experi-
ence is agsociated with the birth of
King Sargon I., some hundreds of
years earlier, but stories of dramatic
virility have ever been seized upon
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by the Prophet to illustrate a point
for human recognition more force-
fully than if couched in terms of reve-
lation. It is because a story which
is a concept of the human imagina-
tion appeals more directly to the aver-
age human mentality. This identical
practice is followed in several pro-
nounced instances in the Baha’i Reve-
lation, The Moses story is in its en-
tirety allegorical. The “bulrushes”
which grow so thickly on the banks
of the Nile are introduced in the nar-
rative to symbolize the fallacies and
idolatrous practices of the Egyptians.
Moses was for long a favorite at the
court of Pharaoh, waiting, as every
Divine Messenger must wait, until
the time should become ripe for the
open declaration of His mission. As
to Aseyeh, as opportunity was pre-
sented, He made known the beauty
of the singleness of God, a single
Source whence emanated all benefi-
cences and all law. And in the
midst of the misleading concepts of
her people she saw at last its truth
and her grasp of it was the budding
knowledge of the glory of the Christ.

Not for us to attempt to define
the path by which these two came
into that close communion through
which the daughter of Pharaoh be-
came a worshipper before the sacred
shrine where Moses presented His
supplications. He—Osarsiph—a
favorite of the court, had every op-
portunity to instil in her receptive
mind the great Truth it was His mis-
sion_to portray. And as they stood
in the cool and clear Egyptian nights
looking up on the sparkling glories
of the Pleiades, or thrilled by the
majesty of unnumbered blazing suns,
he may not have found it difficult to
convince her that over the vastity of
the universe there could be no division
of ruling power and that there held
sway but one God, yielding no tithe
of His supremacy to any other, and
when she grasped this was the time
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of her allegorical “finding of Moses
in the bulrushes” of the Nile,

As she did not discover and pre-
serve a real infant from destruec-
tion, wherein, it may be queried, did
her service lie? It was in the stir-
ring in the hearts of His own people,
as yvet blind and deaf to the Word,
a desire to understand somewhat of
that power which could lead a prin-
cess of the blood from her loyalty
to the religion of her fathers. They
were called upon to witness also the
awfulness of her fate. As she could
not for long conceal the change in
attitude toward life which her new
belief brought about, in the discovery
by the priesthood of her violation
of the faith of her people, Pharaoh
had her imprisoned in an iron cage
and her living body submerged in the
waters of the Nile.

THE CONVERSION OF RAHAB

Rahab was of the time of Joshua,
a harlot of Jericho, the city of sin.
When two emissaries of Joshua en-
tered Jericho secretly to discover the
degree of vulnerability to the forces
of Joshua, they repaired to the house
of Rahab and the King learning of
their presence in the city had them
sought for. On securing from them
a promise of protection should the
city fall, Rahab concealed them be-
hind piles of flax on her roof. Reared
an idolator, the creed of her people
was that each city and country had
its own deities; but now, as she had
opportunity of extended talks with
these emissiaries, there was stirred
within her an understanding more
profound regarding the greatness of
a ruling power and at last she de-
clared to them: “The Lord your God,
He is God in heaven above and earth
beneath.”

And when the soldiers of the King
came, her first service under the ban-
ner of her new faith was couched in
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falsehood as she made denial of the
presence of the men on her premises.
She let the two men down by rope
from her window overhanging the
city wall and afterward when the city
was invested by Joshua the promise
made to Rahab was kept, she and all
her people being given full protection
in the general destruction which was
wrought. Following her preserva-
tion in this wise, Rahab became the
wife of Salmon and was thus pro-
jected in the Divine planning as a
forebear, many generations removed,
of Jesus the Christ. So must Rahab
stand in history for what she was,
rendering her initial service in fals-
ity, but through it rising to the
greater glory as progenitress of a
Christ. In such wise hath the Al-
mighty chosen the weak and foolish
things of the world to confound all
earthly glory.

THE ASPIRATION OF ZOHRA

Zohra was of the time of David, a
courtesan of - Babylon. Her estab-
lishment was one of the centers of
the gay life of the city. But, sur-
rounded as she was, by the frivolities
and practices of vice, it had been for
years her practice whenever holy men
(saints) visited Babylon, to invite
them to enjoy the hospitality of her
house and in every instance to strive
to secure from them the magic talis-
man—the Greatest Name of God,
which in that age was “Izme-Azam”
—in the mere utterance of which a
soul found admission to Paradise.
Hers was therefore a continued spir-
itual striving in the midst of worldli-
ness,

At the time, it is narrated. there
were in heaven two of the angels
discontented with their lot and com-
plaining to God that in looking over
the parapet of heaven they had geen
some of the angels who had been per-
mitted fo visit earth engaged in rep-
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rehensible practices, but God told
them had they been sent they would
be doing no differently. This stirred
strong protestations of their virtue
until at last God consented to their
earth visit and on their departure
confided to them as a sacred trust
the Greatest Name wherewith on
their desire to return its utterance
would transport them.

On their arrival in Babylon they
received from Zohra invitation to
come to her house and when they
went they were entertained with the
other guests and became drunken
with wine, grew boisterous and threw
her husband into the street. When
they were in this condition she plied
them with appeals for the Greatest
Name and when they commuunicated
it to her she breathed it in the ex-
treme of soul-ecstacy and was im-
mediately transported to Paradise.

The story is told not only for its
inner meaning but in demonstration
of a great truth that there can be no
condition of spiritual deprivation in
which the sincerely striving soul
shall be denied the light.

For their punishment the ‘“fallen
angels” were tied by the heels and
left hanging heads downward in two
wells of Chegil whence to the present
day they engage in the ‘practice of
sorceries.

THE COMPASSION OF AMBHAPALAH

Ambhapalah was of the time of
Buddha, a courtesan of Kapilavastu.
When she learned of the exalted mis-
sion which Prince Siddartha had de-
clared to be his, and the Buddha with
his bikshus came in her vicinage, she
opened to them her extensive gardens
and strove in every way to provide
them with comforts, ignoring in
doing this the wealthy and influential
patrons who sought pleasure with
her. In this wise many of these
were attracted to a study of his great
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purpose and became devoted fol-
lowers in his path.

THE GLORY OF MARY

As the period of service draws
nearer to us the characters are made
to stand out more clearly. The sta-
tion accorded to Mary of Magdala is
the most exalted to which any woman
in the history of the race has at-
tained.

Mary, the wife of Joseph, was the
mother of the physical Jesus: Mary
of Magdala was the mother of the
Christ within Him. “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
Do not be hitterly antagonistic to a
declaration opposed possibly to all
the teachings accepted by your fore-
bears, but accord to this wonderful
woman the richer consideration to be
had in thinking for yourselves.

In order to make clear the un-
rivaled service of Mary of Magdala,
it is necessary to explain the atti-
tudes. of the disciples at the time of
the Crucifixion. To the very last
instant of this dread experience they
had remained confident that Jesus
throuwgh Hig Divine power would out-
wit his enemies and find release in a
miraculous manner. When nothing
of this nature (in a physical sense)
took place they were plunged into
the deeps of despair and to them
there came the stark realization that
they had been worshipping one “who
was a man like unto themselves.”

By this it was clearly shown to how
great an extent they had been ador-
ing a Name without having possessed
any real appreciation of the Glory
within, by which the Name became
celebrated. In other words, they had
held the body of Jesus in their hearts!
Mary of Magdala alone possessed the
clearer discernment of the meaning
of the Christ.

(To be continued)
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GLIMPSES OF A GREAT GATHERING

CORALIE FRANKLIN COOX

'Abdw’l-Bahd has at different times loid great stress upon the need of harmony be-

tween the white and colored races in America.

He even urged specifically that a Con-

vention be arranged in Washington for unity between the white and colored people which

was fulfilled in May, 1921.

field, Mass., New York City, Philadelphia and Dayton, Ohio.

The Bahd'its have since held stmilar conferences in Spring-

The following is an account

of the second Amity Convention held in Washington, D. C., April 8, 9 and 10, 1927.

HERE s something “new uunder

the sun.” It is the frank efforts
of numbers of both white and colored
persons, in these United States, to
establish a common ground upon
which both groups, enlightened by
contact, may essay to effect a spirit
of good will one toward the other.
Referring to this fact, Mrs. Kate B.
Johngon, Commissioner of Public
Welfare in the State of North Caro-
lina, speaking of the social welfare
program in that State, has remarked
gignificantly, “The State has awak-
ened to a duty to perform rather than
a problem to solve.” It is this ad-
vanced and open-minded attitude to
which may be attributed much of
the success achieved by those who
have seriously taken this matter in
hand.

Through the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, The Urban League and similar
organizations, northern colored peo-
ple, aided by white sympathizers,
have made great headway in secur-
ing more just legislation, in obtain-
ing better wages and larger opportu-
nities for employment. In the south,
Inter-racial Committees and Social
Welfare Commissions have sounded
the coming of a New Day by improv-
ing educational opportunities, includ-
ing more and better school buildings
and salaries for teachers, better hos-
pital facilities, and housing and sani-
tation, and all that goes to create an
environment wherein character and
good citizenship may have emphasis
and development.

Now, strange as it may seem, it is
none the less true that in 1912 a
Great Teacher from the Orient vis-
ited this country, and traveling from
coast to coast often exhorted groups
of Americans to consider this identi-
cal sort of work. Addressing a mixed
faculty and a throng of students at
Howard University in Washington,
D. C., He said, “I am pleased to see
the white and colored working to-
gether. You are all leaves of one
tree, fruit of one branch.” Again He
was heard to declare:

“But, praise be to God, the Ameri-
can Government is no warlike gov-
ernment ; the American democracy is
not founded upon warlike doctrines.
Hence it becomes this democracy to
uphold international peace and spread
it throughout the world. Through
the promulgation of this doctrine will
be distributed the greatest blessings.

“It will eliminate the darkness of
prejudice, the darkness of war, the
darkness of rancor and hatred, the
darkness of racial prejudice, the
darkness of political prejudice. May
this darkness be blotted out and the
light become widespread, universal.
May the oneness of humanity become
primordial, supreme.”

It should not be surprising then to
know that thoughtful students of the
teachings of ’Abdu’l-Bah4d have
sought in various ways to carry out
His instructions not simply in theory
but in practice. Under such auspices,
and with sympathetic assistance from
those who, differing perhaps in
“creed and rite,” are “one in faith and



THE BAHA'I MAGAZINE

hope,” a “Convention for Amity be-
tween the Colored and White Races”
was held recently in Washington, D.
., continuing three days.

Could any church be found to house
such a gathering? No sooner was
the need made known than one was
generously offered.

Would speakers of worth and dis-
tinction be willing to appear upon a
program the avowed purpose of
which would be to approve a thing so
frequently misunderstood, unheeded
or tabooed? So few were the declina-
tions, so prompt and generous the
acceptances that the Committee made
the discovery that what had at first
seemed a hard task was turning out
to be a thing of joy and pleasure.

The Mt. Pleasant Congregational
Church, spacious and pleasing,
housed the first two meetings, while
the third and last was held in the
large auditorium of the Playhouse.

How fitting that the pastor of the
church should offer the first prayer
for the Assembly and for the Cause.
His appeal is for illumination and
guidance addressed to the God “who
is above all races, all caste and
creeds.” There is no hesitation in his
manner or words. Instinctively one
knows that this man who has chosen
to be a spiritual leader has chosen
also to be a believer and exponent of
that sublime message, “God hath
made of one blood all nations of
men.”

That prayer has established a feel-
ing of security, of reverence, of an-
ticipation and prepared us for the
oreeting from the Chairman for the
evening, Mr. Horace Holley of New
York. His words of welcome are fol-
lowed by a brief reference to the
grave problems confronting the
world and the urgent need of har-
mony between the spiritual and ma-
terial. Leaders in every department
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of life are seeking for unity. New
and undreamed of possibilities await
the application of spiritual brother-
hood. America is made up of the
blood of all peoples and races. It is
therefore for us to apply the moral
and spiritual law at home and abroad.
Since so many are looking to this
land for leadership, we must pursue
an idealism capable of expressing
universal peace.

The first speaker of the Confer-
ence is the Rev. Albert R. Vail of
Chicago. No higher note of sincerity,
of idealism, of truth, was struck
during the series of meetings than
was sounded by this man whose
power as a speaker it is simply impos-
sible to portray. With the ease and
grace of a child he greets his audi-
ence. In a voice of a quality so rare,
that while it reaches the farthest
corner of the auditorium seems soft
and low, he portrays, he pleads, he
persuades until finally as we look and
catch the peculiar light on the speak-
er’s face we are hushed into silence,
as it sinks into our consciousness that
the message and the messenger are
to be numbered among the never-to-
be-forgotten things of life.

Mr. Vail’s subject is “New Proofs
of the Oneness of Humanity.” In-
tently we follow his thoughts such as
these: Omne of the most dramatic
speeches in the Bible is that of the
Apostle Paul as he addresses the Gre-
ciang, members of one of the most
highly developed civilizations of the
world, he said, “You have an inscrip-
tion to an unknown God.” With great
philosophers and statesmen to guide
them these people had not discovered
the Divine Unity nor the oneness of
humanity. All this now comes to
light scientifically—the certain knowl-
edge that all human beings are alike
in creation and that there is no such
thing as pure race in the sense of no
mixing of blood. All races, and all
religions are fundamentally one.
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Complexion is not significant but the
knowledge of God is vital.

War would be impossible if we re-
alized that the Spirit of God is in
every heart. No one could kill the
temple of God, and that “temple” is
man. If God loves all how can we be
prejudiced against any of His chil-
dren?

A shining succession of Holy
Teachers have given rise to the re-
curring civilizations of the world.
The aim of each has been the evolu-
tion of man’s consciousness into the
flow of the divine, so that he would
perceive the golidarity of mankind
and be able to organize the Federa-
tion of the World.

For this meeting Miss Avis An-
drews, a student in Howard Univer-
gity, accompanied by one of her
teachers, rendered two solos. Slight
of build, and modest of manner, she
sang with rare sweetness and finish,
It requires no gift of prophecy to
predict that she will be heard from
in the future.

With the exception of the beautiful
anthem sung by the quartet of the
Mt. Pleasant church at a subsequent
meeting and the voluntaries preced-
ing each session, all other music for
the Conference was the willing con-
tribution of colored artists.

The Young Women’s Glee Club of
Howard University, with a conductor
of their own sex, gave pleasing va-
riety to the program. Of their two
numbers the first was chosen from
the music of the distinguished Anglo-
African composer, Coleridge-Taylor;
the second being the incomparable
“Sorrow Song,” “Swing Low Sweet
Chariot.”

When at the concluding program
we listened to the singing of Dr.
Sumner Wormley, the beauty and
power of whose voice was enhanced
by his skilled accompanist, we felt
that a lesson of inter-racial harmony

had been taught by these musicians,
gifted men and women of the darker
race, that transcends all speech.
Like unfettered song birds their
voices appeal to the heart of the
listener without regard to race or
creed, and no “true believer” doubts
that their “harmony of sweet sounds”
is a special gift from God Himself.

Dr. Vail was followed by Dean
O’Connell of Morgan College, Balti-
more. Significant is his subject,
“Thou Shalt Love,” and significant
~re the speech and speaker. A tall,
dark-brown man with shoulders
slightly bent, a deeply furrowed face
beneath a thick crop of white hair,
he is no mean figure as he faces so
benignantly his expectant audience.
Whence the sadness of that face? the
grave shadows surrounding the eyes?
the passion and restraint in that
voice? A man of liberal education,
of fine impulses, of loving heart, he
has lived all his life “behind the veil”
—a victim of prejudice. He is to
speak of love. What does he say?

Palestine is distinguished among
all lands for its spiritual contribu-
tions to mankind. From its people
come the teachings of the unity of
God. In a day when scientific knowl-
edge was lacking, the Jews arrived
at that conclusion with clarity and
accuracy.

“Thou shalt love” is a divine com-
mand. But is it possible to love the
unlovely, the vicious, the unkind? It
is the glory of the race to have dis-
covered this possibility and power.
“Hear O Israel! The Lord thy God
is one Lord. Thou shalt love Him and
thy neighbor as thyself.”

So far the speaker’s message has
been general. From now on it be-
comes specific and unusual. He does
not inveigh against the whites nor
does he speak bitter words on behalf
of the colored. It is a biessed, an up-
lifting thing he is saying. Not all
may understand. Indeed it is appar-
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ent that all do not understand. But
we who are weary of conflict, we who
bend under the burden of race hatred,
whose lives are blighted by injustice
and misunderstanding,—we are like
“empty pitchers at a full fountain.”
Listen! There are no crosses, no
losses for one who fulfills this Law
of Love. All are but instruments of
discipline in His hands.
what discouragements or oppressions
are met I will love Thee my Father
and my God. I will love all, despite
of all, because of Thee!

Oh creative and healing words!
Had no others been sgpoken, the call
to the Conference may well be
thought justified by their utterance.
What if the message had been given
to some who “having ears heard not,
neither did they understand?’ To
others it had brought a new vision.
Never again will they suffer as here-
tofore they have suffered. From
now on with God’s help they will say,
“Father forgive them, they know not
what they do.”

W

On the following evening under the
guidance of Mr. Allen B. McDaniel of
Washington, the Conference was con-
tinued. Very briefly he alluded to the
wisdom and divine inspiration of ’Ab-
du’l-Bah4a, whose teachings inspired
the Conference. As an example of
the confirmation of the effort, he in-
troduced Dr. S. C. Mitchell of Rich-
mond University, Virginia, who was
listened to with profound interest
from the beginning to the end of his
speech.

“Faith in Friendliness” is his topie,
and he draws numerous illustrations
in support of his theme. Such faith
is essential to the adjustment of in-
ter-racial, industrial and interna-
tional affairs.

Two men, one black the other
white, were toiling in the engine-room
of a ship. Suddenly an acicdent filled

No matter.
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the place with steam. Both rushed
to the man-hole. The colored man
was first to reach it, but stepping
back he pushed his fellow-laborer for-
ward saying, “You go first, you have
a wife and child.” The sacrifice was
accepted. The one man went to his
family, the other to his Maker.
“Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friend.”

Writers of Negro history were
cited to the action of John Jackson of
Virginia who was author of the sug-
gestion whereby mno forts or fleets
are found today upon the largest in-
land border in the world separating
nations,—that between Canada and

the United States. This is a sign of
the faith of each in the friendship of
the other. Such a spirit pervading
the world would soon turn its dark-
ness into universal light.

The presence of Dr. Mitchell is like
a benediction and his talk a fitting
foreword for the introduction of Mr.
Louis G. Gregory, one of the most
congistent and loyal of all American
Bah4’is. Again we hear from a man
of color a plea for forbearance and
good-will. White and colored peo-
ple have lived side by side in this
country for three centuries, yet each
would gain much from better ac-
quaintance with the other. The
abandonment of unreasonable preju-
dices and the application of the
Golden Rule to race relations will
bring a power of unity into Ameri-
can life that will be proof against all
antagonistic forces. Decline among
nations has always followed forces
of inharmony. There is no greater
menace to the perpetuity of a nation
than internal dissensions on which
foes, if such there be, concentrated
their attacks.

The modesty of this speaker would
preclude his taking to himself any
special commendation for these
words. In their sincerity, simplicity
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and truth they seem, to the writer,
quite fit to be incorporated in some
State document.

\

At the third and last session Mr.
Vail presided.

A learned and eloquent Rabbi, Dr.
Abram Simon, gives a precious hour
to the meeting. He chooses as his
subject “The Higher Unity” and han-
dles it in masterly manner.

The tenth anniversary of the World
War leaves many of us in doubt as
to whether the results achieved are
worthy of the colossal sacrifice made.
A glance at the map of the world cre-
ates amazement, doubt and caution.
Have we made the world safe for
mutual understanding? There is but
cne unshakable basis for an expand-

ing civilization and that is the recip--

rocal recognition of each nation’s,
each religion’s and each race’s right
to its destiny and to understanding of
its culture and ideals.

Whatever else we do we must pre-
vent racial conflict. A battle between
white and colored races would be
- the last stage in the tragedy of hu-
manity. Thoughtful men must, there-
fore, get together, not to talk plati-
tudes about tolerance but to multiply
the vehicles for developing healthy
national and international sentiment
and for creating a program of edu-
cation that shall begin in the cradle,
march through our school systems
and not cease until the victory of spir-
itual unity shall have been attained.

Mr. Mountfort Mills, recently re-
turned from Palestine, made the final
address. With that singular forget-
fulness of self which characterizes
all he says and does, Mr. Mills
launched into his own address by ex-
pressing deep satisfaction in the one
just listened to by Rabbi Simon.
Tactfully he expressed regret at the
assumption of superiority on the part
of Nordics and various religionists,

Yet, this has been the result of men
aceepting partial truths. Not until
recently has the world reached the
capacity, to know the whole truth.
The human race has been passing
through its childhood. Now, through
acceptance of the oneness and uni-
versality of Truth it can attain matur-
ity. The hour for the passing of in-
tolerance hag struck! Unity is the
great conception but it is difficult of
alttainment. The superiority complex
of western civilization in dealing with
pecples of the East is to be deplored.
In final application, the one sure foun-
dation upon which inter-racial inter-
national and inter-religious harmony
can be erected is the Holy Spirit of
God. Upon the plane of the spirit
Unity already exists. The awaken-
ing of all men to this supreme reser-
voir of power will bring the unity
that abides.
Wi

And now the Conference is ended.
Cui bono? Who shall say? Did one
come an unbeliever in the possibility
of a better understanding between
colored and white people, and listen-
ing to the words of wisdom, of toler-
ance, of forbearance, from men of
both groups, arrive at some different
conclusion ?

Did one come aloof, indifferent, cyn-
ical, and go away, awakened, aroused,
aglow with the mighty impulse, to
accept this teaching of the Father-
hood of God and the brotherhood of
man, and henceforth to leave no
stone unturned to hasten the glad day
of its accomplishment?

Came one, bitter, hating, despair-
ing, who found an instrument for the
healing of his deepest wounds?

Neither you nor I may measure the
good accomplished by this Amity
Convention which was arranged by
the National Inter-racial Committee
of the Bah&’is of the United States
and Canada.
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President Masaryk of Czecho-Slovakia, of whom Miss Martha Root says,
“The foundation of his whole life is religious.” (See page 75.)
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i “The greater the faith of man the more illumined his life. Faith is

a miracle; it has a wonder-working power.
which draws the confirmation of the Merciful One.”—’Abdu’l-BahA.

Faith is the magnet

BELIEVERS in God are the only
perfect optimists, for there is no ma-
terial evidence to prove that good
will come tomorrow. Those to whom
the universe is only a concatenation
of events must fain study anxiously
every day’s horizon, to see whether
fair or foul weather is dawning. As
far as they know civilization may
utterly lapse under conflict of evil
human passions; or man’s planetary
tenantry be abruptly ended by one-
knows-not-what anmnihilating cata-
clysm. There is no assurance in past
events, if the Divine factor be
omitted.

It is not mere ratiocination that
can pierce the murk which lies upon
the horizon. Faith alone can give us
bright assurance for the morrow.
Faith gives courage. Faith gives en-
ergy. Faith gives hope. Faith makes
for real efficiency; the hopeless fail
to be efficient.

ALL EXISTENCE goes on under
the protection and guidance of God,
but what a vast difference it makes to
the individual as to whether he be-
lieves in God or not! Let us consider
the results of a constant and abiding
faith in the Supreme Power that reg-
ulates our lives. In the first place,
it keeps life strong and sweet. The
spiritually-minded man is brave in
adversity, because he feels himself
protected by a higher power.

What courage could be greater
than that shown by Isaiah when Sen-

hosts
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nacherib, king of Assyria, and the
of the Assyrians besieged
Judah and called upon it to sur-
render. Refusal to surrender meant,
according to the Assyrian custom,
in case of final capture, death with
fiendish tortures to all male inhabit-
ants; and worse than death to the
women. Three hundred thousand of
the world’s greatest warriors fully
trained in siege-engineering, who had
never before failed in the capture of
any desired city, with a reputation
for butchery which has come down
through three thousand years,—this
mighty besieging force Isaiah, the
man of God, persuaded King Heze-
kiah to withstand. Alone by the
force of his inspired faith, Isaiah
maintained the flagging courage of
the king and of the populace, assuring
them that God on their side out-
weighed the countless thousands ar-
rayed against them. From outside
no hope of succor; from inside, the
gradual failing of food-supplies and
the murmurings of those who, moved
by the Assyrian envoys’ threats and
taunts, would fain make peace at any
cost.

The most dramatic siege in history,
I count it, with more at stake than
human lives. For the fact that
Isaiah’s statements, his brave assur-
ances, were marvelously vindicated
constitutes a historic drama which
has inspired, and will inspire so long
as print lasts, faith in those who read.

Suddenly a virulent plague swept
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over the Assyrian host, bringing such
monstrous and wholesale death that
the Assyrians broke camp and fled
overnight; so that, in the quaint
words of the King James version, “If
came to pass that night, that the
angel of the Lord went out, and smote
in the camp of the Assyrians an hun-
dred fourscore and five thousand ; and
when they arose early in the morning,
behold, they were all dead corpses.”

CAN ONE who believes in God,
viewing this and countless other simi-
lar events, be long moved with trepi-
dation in the vicissitudes of life?
Courage, wholesome and cheer-bring-
ing, comes at every emergency with
the strong conviction both of God’s
justice and of His power. Xor spir-
itually-minded man wants only jus-
tice. He is not demanding of exist-
ence any unfair advantage or gain.
Therefore he is content with what-
ever God sends in answer to his
prayers, knowing the right will come
to pass.

Another great gain from religious
faith is the ability to fight without
belligerency. Spiritual man knows
how to maintain most vigorously his
stand for the right, either in private
or public affairs, while at the same
time keeping a loving hand, lowly
heart, a mind free from conceit and
egotism, a disposition and a tempera-
ment that creates no unnecessary op-
position. A great deal of the fric-
tion and battle of life is due to un-
necegsary opposition and dislike cre-
ated in those we contact, by our con-
ceit and belligerency. Spiritual man
knows how to keep his coursge daunt-
lessly, making few enemies, and those
only among really evil men whose
force counts nothing against the
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force of God. Witness the career of
a Washington, a Lincoln, as to what
humility accomplishes in times of
stress as well as in times of peace.
How true it is that the meek shall in-
herit the earth!

Greatest of all the faith a man
may have is the cosmic faith—the
calm conviction that the whole uni-
verse is under God’s loving guidance,
and that every earth-event is under
His control.

THE REVELATION given to the
world by Baha’u’llah presents matter
for a faith and vision vaster even
than the most inspired of men have
hitherto conceived. Not only is man’s
personal faith in God marvelously in-
creased, as evidenced in a collective
body of assurance in the life experi-
ence of thousands of Bahd’is for now
two generations, but also there is
created a vision of and a belief in the
perfect coming world-state so sub-
lime that one who but begins to per-
ceive its reality stands, nay kneels,
ready to give life itself in its devo-
tion.

That which ingpires tenfold the
hopes and efforts of Baha’is the world
over is the deep and assured convie-
tion that their striving, their small-
though-it-be personal contribution,
wins immortality by becoming a part
of that vast design to which this
planet was predestined, the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of God.

Bah4’is know' that effort toward
this end cannot fail; that this earth-
humanity must and will eventually-—
nay, even as we are promised, within
this very century—come under the
canopy of universal peace, of world
brotherhood, of the cooperative civi-
lization in which service and love
rule.
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HYMN OF MARCHING WOMEN

We have seen in Prophet vision,
Womanhood unfettered, free;

In her beauty, drawing upward

To new heights, Humanity.

We have heard the Master: “Daughter,
Unto thee I say ‘Arise!””

Yea, O Master, We are coming!

Lo, our banners gild the skies!

We are marching out of bondage,

We are marching out of night;

We are marching on to freedom,

We are marching into light.

Faith and Courage, Soul of Woman,
Thy high destiny fulfill;

Bear the torch of human progress
Onward, upward, higher still.

We have heard the call of Children
And of Nations yet to be;

Only Woman, born to Freedom,
Can be Mother of the Free.

We are striving for a future
Better, nobler than the past;

For a Human Race uplifted,
Saved and purified at last.

Hark, like sound of mighty waters,
Comes the tread of myriad feet;
Like the wind among the pine trees
Fcho voices strangely sweet;

’Tis the Host of Woman! singing
As they onward, upward press:
“Not for self the Woman liveth;
Lo, she comes to heal and bless.”

We are marching for the future;
For a world redeemed and free;

For the children of our children,
Generations yet to be.

Strong and steadfast, Soul of Woman,
Falter not, nor fail, nor stay.

God thru thee fulfills His purpose;
Lo, before thee, leads the way.

GRACE VAN WOERT HOGEBOOM-HENDERSON.

The Editors are reprinting, with permission, this marvelous poem' on Womanhood because we think
it a_most beautiful expression in poetic form of woman's glorious mission in this great age. The author
surely has been granted a vision of woman such as the Baha’i Cause teaches to conceive her mission.



70 THE BAHA'I MAGAZINE

WOMAN

IN ALLEGORY AND FABLE

IN TRADITION AND HISTORY

IN THE PRESENT DAY AND AGE

Part II
HOWARD R. HURLBUT
In the first installment of this article published last month, the author described the

marvelous spiritual services of Hagar, Sarah, Rahab, Zohra and others.

In this second

installment, he completes the story of Mary, and takes up the story of other women who
have had o great part in religious history, tneluding “Qurratw’l-’Ayn,” the Bahd’t heroine.

—FEditor.

[Continuing the story of the spir-
itual vision and keen spiritual per-
ception of Mary of Magdala who
“alone possessed the clearer discern-
ment of the meaning of the Christ,”
the author adds the following in fur-
ther describing her services.]

HE sat with the disciples and
prayed with them and sought to
make plain to them that this body,
this human personality of Jesus, was
only a perishable temple in which the
Voice spake—that it was possessed
of no importance save as ¢ medium or
channel of transmission to human un-
derstanding of an abstract principle
which could not be given expression
without it.

And “after three days” her efforts
were rewarded suddenly by their see-
ing (understanding) Christ in the
real sense. This “three days” of
darkness was the period of the “En-
tombment” and the “stone” which
was rolled away was the stone of
their misunderstanding which had
obstructed the shining of the Light.
As the true understanding gathered
force within them they became con-
scious of the clear expression of Di-
vine Intent and there came to them,
literally, “This is My Beloved Son in
Whom I am well pleased.” Thus it
may be seen that the story of the
“Entombment” is an allegory pos-
sessed of a transcendent beauty. It
leaves one, however, without an ex-

planation of the “disappearance” of
the body of Jesus. This, too, is given
to us in this day in most remarkable
clarity and exposes most pitifully
the awful degradation and abject
meanness to which it is possible for
mankind to fall, the disciples being
repeatedly denied burial ground until
it was finally offered in the “Place
of the Refuse” of Jerusalem.

For long has Mary of Magdala been
held before the people as a “fallen
woman” from whom the “seven
devils” were finally driven out. In
the sense of having been a wanton,
it is a term as far from any connec-
tion with her as is the earth from
the remotest sun. She has been
limned before us in the light of mod-
ern revealment as a pure-minded, in-
nocent girl, betrayed by an officer of
the Roman legion, a favorite at the
court of Tiberius, through the lure
of what his position might offer her,
in bald contrast to the drab monotony
of her existence on her father’s farm
in the plains of El Ghuweir on the
shores of Galilee, and then after hav-
ing been maintained in semi-regal
grandeur in Jerusalem, when he had
tired of her she was driven forth and
sought refuge in concealment along
the byways about the Holy City. It
was here, when in her hiding, that she
overheard Jesus teaching His disci-
ples on the way up the mountain and
was brought a penitent to His feet.

Personality has no importance with
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Deity: It is something a human ac-
quires and lays claim to through per-
sonal striving and practice, but In-
dividuality is the unsullied and un-
sulliable quality implanted by Deity
in every human and though it ever
remains pure, its purity may be over-
shadowed and obscured by acquired
personality, just as Truth is over-
shadowed and obscured by the ac-
quired creed and ritual of man. God
employs certain individuals for cer-
tain purposes—just as Judas was so
employed—and no human yet has
stood of capacity to determine what
may be pronounced of God a sin nor
what its punishment. It may be seen,
therefore, that when Personality in
any case shall have been shunted off,
the individuality must stand forth
in its pristine purity as God must ever
see it. And so stood forth Mary of
Magdala, giving birth in the minds
of the doubting disciples to a true
understanding of the Christ, so that
giving up home and family and
friends they went forth to evangelize
the world. In the after-time Mary
was sought out and was married by
the Roman officer and lived and died
in Rome. Without her clarity of vi-
sion and selflessness of purpose it is
not unlikely that the cause of Jesus
must have suffered even longer delay
than that which attended it through
its wide rejection by the people of the
time.

THE DEVOTION OF KHADIJEH

Possibly in all the record of human
experience there has been no other so
deeply maligned, so widely misunder-
stood, so unjustly placed in history,
as Muhammad, the founder of the
Islamie faith. Certainly not in George
Sale’s admittedly faulty translation
of the Qur’an may one seek to find
any approach to a fair presentment
of His cause. In the preface to the
work, Sale makes frank admission of

his prejudiced attitude. While Sir
William Muir has given us a most
comprehensive study of the life and
experiences of Muhammad he has not
shown any deep appreciation of the
divine character of the Propliet’s mis-
siun. No capable writer save Carlyle
has ever even remotely approached
the dignity and the true greatness
of this one Who in an unbelievably
short period raised the most ignorant,
degraded and lawless people of earth
to the highest station of spiritual un-
derstanding, of scientific and com-
mercial attainment which up to that
time the world had been witness to.
Even to our own day must we turn to
the fruitage of Muhammadan civi-
lization for the most beautiful archi-
tectural creations—the Alhambra in
Spain and the Taj Mahal at Agra, in
India.

This one, struggling in the ex-
tremes of poverty, seeking often the
seclusion of caves, mending His own
clothing and making His own san-
dals, cooking His simple foods, was
looked upon by the wealthy widow—
Khadijeh—fifteen years his senior,
with the eye of affection and rich
compassion and in her marriage with
Him she sought in every way to re-
lieve Him from extraneous duties to
afford Him the wider opportunity of
making known His great mission.

One may picture the sorrow of this
great soul as in the first years of Hig
striving there were only three who
acknowledged Him—ZXhadijeh, Abu
Talib and Ali—and realize the con-
solation this woman brought in her
ready and understanding sympathy,
stirring an affection so profound that
in the polygamous practice of His
time Muhammad married no other
through all the years until her pass-
ing and then long afterward His last
wife declared that her only jealousy
of Him had been stirred because of
His insistent praise of Khadijeh..
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Woman of today should find it pos-
sible to accept what woman in that
far-off time realized as the finest
thing in life—Religion—and come to
the realization that no falgse belief
can endure through thirteen cen~
turies as the inspiring mbotive for
countless millions of souls. Thus,
the service of this wonderfully self-
less and devoted woman must ever
be regarded as one of the rare be-
stowals of Divinity for the further-
ance of His concealed purpose.

THE FORTITUDE OF
QURRATU’L-’AYN

It was in 1848 (July 19 and 20),
at Seneca Falls, New York, that
there was convened the first woman’s
rights congress in history. A product
of the wider vision of our western
civilization, it was the forerunner
of that great advance for woman-
hood which has stamped itself upon
the last fifty years of our national
life and set the example for women
in every land under the sun—even in
the land of the Turk. In a country
like our own, freed from the shackles
of tradition and superstition, such a
movement might not be unlooked for,
but it must stand in startling con-
trast to the awakening of a similar
aspiration in the Near East taking
place in that same year. At this
time four years had elapsed since the
declaration of Ali Muhammad The
Bab, which had stirred the Muham-
madan world to its foundations, had
roused the bitter and relentless en-
mity and the ecruel persecutions of
the mullahs of Islam and sent to
martyr’s death between twenty and
thirty thousand of those who de-
clared their belief in the risen Christ.

At that time in Persia lived one
named Narrine Taj (signifying
“Crown of Gold”), child of a wealthy
and influential family who had ad-
vanced to young womanhood in the
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development of a beauty so surpass-
ing in its perfection that through the
praises accorded her by their women
the poets of her time strung the
pearls of their poesy about her in
strophes of enduring fame. Her edu-
cation had been so far advanced over
that of the women of her people that
she frequently sat in the spacious
halls of her uncle’s residence (a Kal-
antar of Kasvin) and from a dais be-
hind closely drawn curtains discussed
with the greatest of the Shi-ite phi-
losophers the tenets of the Muham-
madan faith, more often than other-
wise refuting their contentions so
that by the best of them her opinions
were sought on abstruse theological
questions. At that time Persia was
in the throes of an almost impene-
trable darkness of superstition, ig-
norance and bigoted religious beliefs,
inconceivable to people with our op-
portunities, but even in a land of the
widest freedom must such an one as
Narrine Taj stand forth as an illus-
trious protagonist of her sex.

Then there came to her secretly
communicated tales of the remark-
able spiritual discourses of The Bab,
whose teachings had soon been taken
up and promoted by Hosein Alj,
Prince of Nur, one of the most in-
fluential and wealthy of the Persian
aristocracy, and with her accustomed
daring she sought Him out and read
deeply into the marvels of His mis-
sion until very early she became one
of His most ardent disciples. Then,
one day from her station of conceal-
ment, unable to endure longer the
wearying platitudes of the mullahs on
philosophical misconcepts, in the
midst of a stirring discussion her
finer self found assertion and she
pulled down the concealing curtain
and standing before them drew from
her face the hampering veil, astound-
ing the mullahs with her daring, and
cried:
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“If God hath made me beautiful,
who am I that I shall dare to conceal
the evidence of His bounty?’ She
took' her flight from them and joined
the followers of The Bab, who upon
seeing her bestowed upon her the
appellation “Qurratu’l-’Ayn,” whose
meaning is “Consolation of the Eye,”
her beauty, her sincerity, intelligence
and unfaltering energy bringing to
Him in the days of His frightful per-
secution that restfulness as a vision
of helpfulness to prompt just such a
suggestive name 'as hers. Today as
a fruitage of the seed which she
planted the veil is going into the dis-
card in Turkey and women are stand-
ing forth valiantly for their freedom
as the harem with its iniquitous asso-
ciations is becoming a thing of the
past.

Qurratu’l-’Ayn traversed the length
and breadth of Persia, proclaiming
the glory of the new day, attacked
frequently, unspeakably maligned,
persecuted incessantly, throngs seek-
ing her because of the fame of her
beauty, only to be thrilled by the
marvel of her eloquence and the lur-
ing richness of the new Revelation,
joining eagerly the unnumbered
thousands whose willing blood
stained with ineffaceable glory the
highways and the byways of the Per-
sian empire. This, until the incensed
mullahs, trembling because of their
waning authority, compelled her im-
prisonment in her uncle’s home
whence one night she was taken
secretly, strangled and thrown while
yet alive into a well and her pulsing
body covered under a weight of
stones. All of this relating to the
past, to bring your attention now to
the declaration regarding woman-
kind which is one of the mandatory
principles in the Bah4’i teaching
promulgated three quarters of a cen-
tury ago and now being felt as a per-
vading influence throughout the
world.
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This, affecting womankind, is a
single factor in the numerous man-
dates from the pen of Baha'wllih
which men have been striving to en-
force in their blind political method
instead of incorporating the compel-
ling force of the Word of God in
them—the League of Nations, the In-
ternational Arbitral Court of Justice,
the Reduction of Armanents, the
Policing of Boundaries, an Universal
Language, the Abolition of Slavery, a
compulsory Universal Education, the
Equality of Opportunity, the Regula-
tion of Fconomic Adjustment of the
Differences between Capital and
Labor, the Equality of the Sexes, the
Unity of Religions, all of these and
many others incorporated in the ut-
terances of Bahd’u’lldh more than
half a century ago, when they were
not thought of at all, sent forth, too,
directly to each of the rulers of the
great nations from behind the dread
walls of the fortress city of Akk4,
the vilest penal colony prison on the
face of the earth maintained by the
Turkish government for the punish-
ment of its most dangerous criminals.

II

To come to the time of this writing,
—we are facing, rather are we in
the midst of, the turmoil due to the
projection of woman into fields hith-
erto reserved by man for himself. In
the discussion of this principle of sex
equality, ’Abdu’l-Bah4 in one of His
New York City talks, said:

“In this Baha’{ Dlspensatlon His
Holiness Baha’uw’lldh has set a bril-
liant crown upon the head of woman,
whose brilliant jewels will shine and
gleam throughout all ages and cycles.
This must give them great happiness.
In all former dispensations, men were
considered superior to women.
Women were lower than men; nay,
rather, during some of the past ages
women were made the captives of
men. For example, during the
Mosaic dispensation women were cap-
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tives of men, but in the dispensation
of Bahd’u’lldh, His bestowals have
made men and women equal. He
caused the people to put into actual
practice this social equality and de-
clared that the women in this age
shall make extraordinary advance-
ment and they shall reach such a de-
gree that no difference will be left
between men and women. . . .

“Today the greatest duty of women
consists in the fact that they must
strive to spread the ethical laws, to
prove that women are capable of
studying arts and sciences and that
they are equal in all the duties of life.
Women must demonstrate these prin-
ciples to the men, so that all of them
may bear testimony to the fact that
these Baha’i women are equal in
morality, are equal in the acquire-
ment of human excellency, are equal
in the virtues of the world of hu-
manity, are equal in the crafts and
professions, and are equal in sanctity
and purity.”

And again, in one of His tablets to
an inquirer on the subject of women
He wrote:

(13

In no movement will they
be left behlnd Their rights with men
are equal in degree. They will enter
all administrative branches of pol-
itics. They will attain in all such a
degree which will be considered the
very highest station of the world of
humanity and will take part in all
affairs. Rest ye assured. Do ye not
look upon the present conditions; in
the not far distant future the world
of women will become all-refulgent
and all-glorious, for His Holiness Ba-
ha’v’llah hath willed it so! At the
time of elections, the right to vote is
the inalienable right of women and
the entrance of women in all human
departments is an irrefutable and in-
controvertible question. No soul can
retard or prevent it.”

The field for woman’s work is well
nigh boundless and if she will devote
her energies to constructive politics
and constructive effort in every field,
of a surety shall her entry into this
modern phase of her life convey a

priceless boon and bring to her a
timeless glory.

Our educational system 1s wrong,
as it does not send our youth from
its institutions equipped in any con-
siderable measure to battle with the
practical affairs of life:

Our system of benevolences 1s
wrong, because it merely relieves
passing or permanent need and does
little toward rehabilitation of the
needy. This is evidenced in the fact
that not only does the work of this
nature keep even pace Wlth the in-
crease of population, it actually is on
the increase without the advance in
population:

Our social economy is wrong, else
we should not have the continued un-
broken procession of desertions from

‘the home, of illicit relationships, of

illegitimate offspring, of want and
suicide and despair:

Our punitive system is wrong, else
it would prove corrective of vice and
crime. OQur attitude toward the er-
ring, however greatly we may pro-
test the declaration of it, is one of
hatred whereas were we to assume
the proper attitude all our service to-
ward their correction would be per-
formed in love:

Owur political system is wrong, else
we should have statesmen instead of
politicians merely in our seats of
authority and power,—individuals in-
spired with the love of service to all
humanity, which would break down
racial and national barriers and bring
the world at last to a realization that
this earth our home is one home and
humanity is one family for whose sick
ones we must care, for whose falling
ones we must afford uplift and for
whose erring ones our own lives must
be a means of guidance to a higher
plane of thinking and of action. The
suggestion will not be out of place,
that the reader refer to “The Myste-
rious Forces of Civilization” and dis-
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cover the qualifications of a real leg-
islator.

Our religious system is wrong, else
there would not exist the bitter, big-
oted and relentless antagonism to-
ward faiths different to our own, with
which every other is identical in the
sense of having been divinely in-
spired. When each shall come to a
realization that all are worshipping
the same and only God but under ban-
ners waving from a different Mani-
festation the world may be at peace.

Womankind should remember that
every institution in the world today
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is the result of man’s selfish or in-
capable striving and therefore no at-
tempt to walk in the old worn paths
should be made. Womanhood is to
carve for all the world the indelible
traces of a service of love and devo-
tion upon the tablets of the hearts.
Of women such as these, ’Abdu’l-Baha
once said: “They are in the utmost
firmness and power. Their will power
is greater than that of man, their
moral congsciousness and intuition is
superior to that of man and in all
the virtues of humanity they shine
like unto stars.”

PRAGUE AND THE INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS

“What the Schools Can Do for Peace”

MARTHA L. ROOT

RAGUE in Czecho-Slovakia is

within twenty miles of the stone
which is said to mark the exact center
of Europe. This picturesque old city
with its hundreds of colorful lights so
sought by tourists, is well worth see-
ing, but in this article the writer
wishes to introduce to you two of the
great outstanding characters of the
new (Czecho-Slovakia, the country
which invited the International Con-
gress to convene in its Capital, April
16-20, to discuss “How to Teach
Peace in the Schools.”

President Thomas G. Masaryk is
not only one of the greatest thinkers
in Europe today but he is a man with
a high spiritual vision. His life, his
own writings, his country reflect his
broad religious faith. When I was
in Prague a few months earlier I had
sent President Masaryk a Baha’i
book and a short letter about Ba-
ha’u’llah’s Principles for world peace.
He was out of the city but he tele-
phoned the Castle asking his Secre-

tary to send the President’s car to
bring me to the Castle and to show
me hig library and to give any infor-
mation that would help in my maga-
zine work. His religious library was
the most complete private library of
religious books I have ever seen.
Everything was wonderfully cata-
logued and arranged. The many
thousands of books showed the rise
of religion from its earliest dawn to
the latest modern movements and
now it has “Baha’i Scriptures,” “Di-
vine Philosophy” and other works of
Baha’v’llah and ’Abdu’l-Baha.
President Masaryk has always
been a student of religion. His own
books clearly show his religious be-
lief, though mnot in any orthodox
sense. The foundation of his whole
life is religious. His motto is ut-
tered in one of his own works: “Who
redeemed mankind? Neither a poli-
tician, nor an economist, nor a so-
cialist, nor a demagogue. It is really
sublime how in the political and so-
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cial unrest of his time Christ keeps
aloof from all politics; how easy it
would have been for Him to win over
through political and socialistic agita-
tion. He, however, demands the per-
fection of character, requires the
deepening of feeling; He wishes peo-
ple to become good because He knows
that only thus will they find content-
ment for their souls.” But President
Masaryk answers doubters, econo-
mists and politicians. He presents a
definite workable program and cer-
tainly he stresses education.

The other great figure in Czecho-
Slovakia today is the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Eduard Benes.
He too invited me to the Castle and
we spoke about the Bahd’i Cause. He
said he first heard of the Baha’i
Movement at the Races Congress in
London in 1906, when he was a mem-
ber of that Congress. He thought the
Principles of Baha’u'llAh were won-
derful, and during the years he has
followed this movement with interest.
He said he had been interested in
other modern movements, the Peace
Program for Pan Europa, Interna-
tional Parliamentary Union, Intel-
lectual Co-operation and others. “All
these different movements have some-
thing similar and identical,” said Mr.
Bene§, “and while I do not say in ab-
solute words that I belong to them, I
am in favor of all these movements.
We must collaborate.”

As President Masaryk was in Pal-
estine the day the International Con-
ference opened, the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Mr. Bene§, welcomed the
more than four hundred guests in a
short and excellent speech in which
he said that education and peace will
be the aim of Czecho-Slovakia in the
future just as in the past.

Perhaps the reason that the Inter-
national Bureau of Education in
Geneva, Switzerland, chose Czecho-
Slovakia for this significant Confer-
ence is because some of the world’s

Mr. Edward Benes, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Czecho-Slovakia and o great
humanitarion.

greatest teachers, such as Comenius,
Cheléicky, and John Huss, lived and
worked there, and out from Prague
the educational light trailed across
the globe. Also its central location
was such that a great number of sec-
ondary school teachers could travel
to Prague during this Easter holi-
day. Distinguished Professors and
world workers came from every
Capital in Europe. The interest in
universal peace is shown in the fact
that although the city prepared for
one hundred delegates more than
four hundred came. These educa-
tionists from sixteen countries could
not come together and discuss their
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A glimpse of the International Conference, “How to Teach Peace in the Schools,”
held in Prague, Czecho-Slovakia, April 16-20, 1927,

actually tried methods for teaching
peace in the schools without the flash
of truth leaping forth.

Professor Pierre Bovet, of the Uni-
versity of Geneva and of Jean
Jacques Rousseau Institute, was the
able Director. He spoke on “The
Problem of Peace Education in the
‘Psychological Field,” and emphasized
the need of a spiritual ideal in the
teaching of peace. That same note,
the spiritual, was heard again and
again. In some of the experiments
with children, one noticed that al-
though the majority of boys and girls
spoke of stopping war for economic
reasons, yet always a few children
would assert that a universal reli-
gion, one religion and a universal
auxiliary language might help stop
wars. The very fact that a high spir-
itual ideal for peace was visioned in
this International Conference was its
most striking feature.

Its second most remarkable feature
was that Esperanto was asked for
and became the official language. It
wag found that more than one-half of
these teachers from Central Europe
were KEsperantists. Dr. Edmond
Privat, of Geneva, President of the
Universal Esperanto Association and
a brilliant orator, was the interpreter
for many of the speeches. If a speech
was in Ksperanto, it would be inter-
preted into Emglish or French or
German. If it was given in any na-
tional language, it was interpreted
into Esperanto. So successful was
this universal auxiliary language that
it will establish a precedent for other
universal congresses. Only one inter-
pretation was necessary. It was
quite a contrast to another universal
congress the writer had attended a
few weeks earlier in Brussels where
every speech was translated into four
languages!
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Statistics in the Prague Confer-
ence proved that boys and girls who
had studied Esperanto one-half year
could correspond with children in
other lands, exchanging their views
about peace, but children studying
other foreign languages had to study
three years before they could cor-
respond. The interchange of letters
has proved so helpful that an Inter-
national School Service was urged as
one of the methods to help bring
peace.

All unconsciously a boy fifteen.

years old who had been taught peace
by one of the very instructors at this
Conference, gives in one sentence
why the world should interest itself
in what the school can do for peace.
He said to his comrade: “This idea of
world brotherhood is like a seed. I
do not know where it comes from. I
had never thought of it, but one day
I came into touch with this idea, and
I suddenly realized it had been in my
heart a long time. Now I see this
seed is beginning to grow.”

If peace is not taught in the pri-
mary and secondary schools how are
the masses in the five continents to
learn to cultivate this wonderful seed,
“World-brotherhood”? They must
learn it in the primary and second-
ary schools, for the majority of
pupils never go into the higher in-
stitutions, where world courts and
other universal subjects are elective.
All the experiments cited at the Con-
ference showed how quickly the chil-
dren respond to peace ideals. Dr.
Paul Dengler, of Vienna, had such an
excellent paper on “International
Co-operation and Interchange of
Learning-Material” that he has been
asked to send this paper to the Edi-
tors of the “Baha’i Magazine.” Dr.
Prudhommeaux, of Paris, spoke on
how the French are trying to purge
all school books of war history and
war glorification.

Little Wales’ plan, too, could well

be adopted in other lands. The Rev.
Mr. Gwilym Davis, of Cardiff, could
send any one interested, booklets
about their work. Five years ago
this country called together their edu-
cators, and for three days in a lovely
quiet spot they discussed what had
been done educationally for peace and
for the League of Nations Union.
They found out (1) that the peace
movement in Wales had failed be-
cause they had relied on sentiment,
and sentiment does not produce that
international mind which evolves
peace; (2) that one can only fight
war by scientific methods. Just as
it took a long time to develop the na-
tional mind to national justice, so it
is a long road to train the mind in-
ternationally, but they had the vision.
They voted (1) to collect all statistics
of what has already been done for
peace In Wales. (2) To get the
Government interested in the peace
movemnet. (3) To hold peace Con-
ferences throughout Wales. Sym-
pathy for the new plan was quickly
won. On January 13, 1921, an offi-
cial circular was sent out command-
ing all instructors to teach interna-
tionalism and world unity in the
schools. Teachers co-operated with
enthusiasm and more than forty Con-
ferences attended by more than six
thousand individuals have been held
in Wales to teach world citizenship.
The children of Wales sent out a mes-
sage to all the children of the world,
and they inaugurated “Good Will
Day,” May 18. Pamphlets are pub-
lished in Wales on how peace is
taught in the schools.

During this International Counfer-
ence the writer had the opportunity
to speak on “Bahad’u’llah’s Principles
for Universal Education and Peace.”
She cited Bah4’i educational experi-
ments and plans which have proved
successful in certain schools of the
United States and other countries.

Not only did educators speak of
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bringing peace ideas into the schools
but Mr. Tracy Strong and other In-
ternational Camp Directors spoke on
bringing boys te the intermational
peace reality. They reported that
boys in the International Training
Camps said: “We want to face this
problem of religious Principles.” One
heard how boys in these camps came
together from twenty-seven mnations.
They ate together, slept together and
for two weeks discussed international
problems. They came from countries
in Europe, from Asia, the Yankee
from Maine, the negro youth from
our South. Their camp was for in-
ternational sharing, not listening.
The out-and-out militarist faced the
out-and-out pacifist, and these boys
were not afraid to discuss freely
“why my country went into the war”
and “what my country can do for
peace.” They discussed realities.
They discussed religious principles
and there is where they found their
unity. They found that notwith-
standing all their difficulties they
were the children of the same Father,
God, and that God was not a national
God, but a world God! These boys
spoke, listened, thought and they took
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back the international spirit to the
boys of their country.

“By their fruits” may one know.
Camp boys from Czecho-Slovakia and
Poland later stood on the border be-
tween the two lands and had a solemn
ceremony of peace, clasping hands of
friendship in a common brotherhood.
Also, a man wrote to the Prague Con-
ference that traveling in an out-of-
the-way road on the border of east-
ern Hungary one Sunday afternoon,
he came to a little village where two
International Camp boys (who had
come back from their great pilgrim-
age to the camp) were having a peace
meeting for the entire population.
They did not just sing the Magyar
songs of their own land. No, they
were being taught English, French,
German songs, and the whole topic
of the talks was universal peace!
These. are only a few of the many
ideas from this Conference in
Prague—they are just a little “cross-
section” of a beautiful growth, yet
this cross-gection does reveal the
splendid worth of peace education.

“Peace be upon those who follow
Guidance!” said Baha’u’llah.

of completion and perfection.

disproof even in religion. * * *

suffrage. * * *

without doubt.”— Abdu’l-Baha..

“It is well established in history that where woman has not par- |
ticipated in human affairs the outcomes have never attained a state |
On the other hand, every influential

undertaking of the human world wherein woman has been a par-
ticipant has attained importance. This ig historically true and beyond

“The momentous question of this day is international peace and
arbitration; and Universal Peace is impossible without universal
So it will come to pass that when women participate
fully and equally in the affairs of the world, enter confidently and
capably the great arena of laws and politics, war will cease; for
woman will be the obstacle and hindrance to it.

This is true and
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From the various parts of the United States and Canade these delegates hav
furtherance of their mes

HE Nineteenth Annual Conven-

tion of the Bah4’is of the United
States and Canada, held at the Wind-
sor Hotel in Montreal April 28 to
May 1, was the first gathering of the
kind to convene in Canada, and it
was therefore a particularly signifi-
cant oceasion. Ag is the usual cus-
tom the Convention was preceded by
what is known as “The Feast of Rid-
van” (pronounced Rizwan), which
commemorates the declaration of Ba-
ha’wllah as the one prophesied by
the Bab who would appear after Him
and who would be the Promised One
of all the Prophets. This combined
gathering is considered among the
most important events of the year in
Baha’i circles.

“Tn the Divine Holy Books,” said
’Abdu’l-Bah4, “there are unmistak-
able prophecies giving the glad tid-
ings of a certain Day in which the
Promised One of all the books would
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appear, a radiant dispensation be es-
tablished, the banner of the Most
Great Peace and reconciliation be
hoisted, and the oneness of the world
of humanity proclaimed. In this
great century Baha&’u’llah appeared
and heralded the hour of unity which
has dawned on all mankind.”

All over the world today we hear
of assemblies and societies and meet-
ings organized for the purpose of fur-
thering science, politics, social wel-
fare work, etc. For the most part
their object is material advancement.
But at these Baha’i Conventions one
witnesses the actual fulfillment of
’Abdu’l-Bahi’s words, “It is the hour
of unity of the sons of men and of
the drawing together of all races and
all classes.” Triends are assembled
here from all parts of the country—
east and west, north and south—col-
ored and white, rich and poor, meet-
ing with one accord,—a united group



ther to consider the affairs of the Bahd’t
therhood and world unity.
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functioning in the spirit of co-opera-
tion and mutual understanding; and
in the final analysis, working for but
one thing—the unity of the world.
Such gatherings foreshadow what
will be accomplished in the world as
this circle of divine unity is continu-
ally widened. Primarily the meet-
ings have the deepest spiritual sig-
nificance, and secondarily they
greatly influence the activities in the
Cause throughout the year, for mat-
ters of great importance come up for
discussion and solution; the National
Spiritual Assembly of nine members,
the supreme administrative body of
the Bah4’is in the United States and
Canada, is elected, and above and be-
yond all, Unity—which is fundamen-
tal in the Bahd’i Cause—is strength-
ened and made more manifest. Those
who are fortunate enough to attend
these annual gatherings either as
delegates or visiting friends witness
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e

1’¢ Cause in the New World, and to plan the

again and again the benefits derived
from united endeavor, and return to
their various homes further educated
and equipped to meet the existing
problems and assist in their solution.
Thus “new ideals are constantly stir-
ring the depths of hearts” and the
psychology of understanding each
other, and of good will, is more fully
realized.

The three nights of the Convention
were given over to a World Unity
Conference, which was followed by
an evening devoted entirely to the
presentation of the Bah4’i Teachings
by well-known Bahd’{ speakers. The
addresses were eloquent, scholarly
and very inspiring.

~ The members of the Bahd’i Assem-
bly of Montreal worked with untiring
zeal and energy in preparing for the
Convention and Conference, and they
were rewarded by witnessing on all
sides the evident signs of guidance.
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UNDERLYING POWERS AT WORK IN
THE WORLD OF BUSINESS

HARLAN F. OBER

The author of this article holds the important position of instructor of the sales
force in ome of the largest equipment organizations of the couniry which 1s managed along

very modern and progressive lines.
thinker and o humanitarion.
men.—Editor,

HE word ‘“Dbusiness” stirs up

many thoughts. Men have strug-
gled from earliest times for the
means of living, comfort, and protec-
tion. Trade and commerce, agricul-
ture, fishing, manufacture, were car-
ried on with the crude and direct in-
struments outwardly available.

The camel of the desert, the don-
key of the villages, the llama of the
mountains, the horse of the plains,
the oxen of the fields have given
added power to the physical strength
of men and women. Rivers have
floated cargoes downstream and fa-
vorable winds have carried ships
across the seas.

Cruel chattel slavery existed in
many parts of the world and men,
women and children were condemned
to perpetual servitude and consid-
ered as beasts of burden; bought,
sold and transported from place to
place and held to be part and parcel
of the property on which they lived.
The light of liberty and freedom was
veiled.

Within the last century there has
been an extraordinary increase in the
knowledge, power and skill of men,
and the astonishing changes that are
taking place in the world of business
and industry are from this phe-
nomenon.

The discovery of the powers of
steam, gas, and electricity, in their
manifold expressions, has brought
into activity a strength far greater
than that of all the slaves of the past
ten thousand years.

This transition from crude and

From his university days, Mr. Ober has been «
His professional work has been chiefly in the managing of

simple methods has stirred the entire
world. It is compelling adjustments
far-reaching in their nature and re-
quires a new point of view. That
there is a very definite reason for this
extraordinary change that has been
taking place must be clear to every
enlightened soul.

This period has been spoken of as
the Industrial Age. The age of the
machine, mass production, standard-
ization, etc. It is credited with re-
sponsibility for most modern develop-
ments. It is both highly praised and
condemned greatly.

The entire span of the earth—the
five continents—is reverberating
with changes and counter-changes of
varying ideas; a veritable arena of
conflict; a struggle for mastery—to
determine what ideas shall be the
foundations for the civilization of the
race for the next hundred or a thou-
sand years.

A great many of the people of the
world, unaware of the divine pur-
pose which is bringing great benefits
to humanity, hold tenaciously to
ancient viewpoints of social and in-
dustrial relationships and, therefore,
oppose the new order. While the first
reaction to this new power in Indus-
try was perhaps characteristic, be-
cause the employer endeavored to
take advantage of it for greater
profits and the worker opposed it be-
cause it took away his immediate
job, these viewpoints are passing,
and a recognition of the real possi-
bilities of proper use of these instru-
ments is growing.
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Undoubtedly, the greatest posses-
sion of the worker is his job and his
greatest longing is for the perma-
nence of his position. He will defend
it at any cost. The fear of losing his
work and being dependent in old age
is, and has been, one of the control-
ling fears besetting the workers of
the world.

Furthermore, as Professor William
James, speaking as a psychologist,
once stated, “One of the greatest
diseases in America is the fear of the
rich of becoming poor.” Undoubt-
edly greed, injustice and oppression
by the wealthy has resulted from this
viewpoint. Therefore, it seems
clearly evident that both rich and
poor long for stability and protec-
tion.

Already some businesses, actuated
by a high sense of responsibility, are
engaged in stabilizing the employ-
ment of the workers. In some in-
stances, companies guarantee steady
employment for the period of a year.
In other businesses, the community
of interest works mnot only toward
continuity of employment, but a shar-
ing in the successful development of
the business.

One great outstanding contribution
of this age is the growing spirit of
co-operation and the recognition of
the interdependence existing in in-
dustry. The conflict theory is pass-
ing gradually from the horizon be-
cause it is being shown to be incom-

patible, both with the new ideals of

humanity and the requirements of
modern industry in all its complicated
phases.

In his book entitled “Employee
Representation,” Mr. Ernest Rich-
mond Burton states, under the head-
ing “The Passing of the Inevitable
Conflict Theory”: ‘“Whether he be
primarily concerned with manufac-
turing goods, with rendering direct
services, with providing and main-
taining an adequate financial basis
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for operation, or with marketing
either goods or services, therefore,
it is to the interest of the salaried
executive of every rank, from straw-
boss to president, to promote quali-
ties of management which tend to re-
‘move all uncertainties from business
and thus stabilize operations.

“This larger conception is one
which recognizes the social function
of industry as opposed to the older
view which conceived of business as
but an open sesame of private ag-
grandizement. There is evident, in
the world of industry, an evolution
in ethical norms, not unlike that
which has characterized the efforts
of statesmen to eradicate the ‘Spoils
System’ from politics.”

In his book on scientific manage-
ment, Mr. Edward Eyre Hunt states:
“In the few years since the war, the
function of the management engineer
has amazingly broadened. Not me-
chanical, but human problems are in
the foreground. ... Today the
management engineer is working
with the psychologist and the econo-
mist. He has found that neither the
wage motive, nor the profit motive,
is enough. An appeal to the creative
spirit and the spirit of service is also
necessary. This means that scientific
management is becoming a part of
our moral inheritance.”

One of the great satisfactions that
comes to one who serves in any posi-
tion whatsoever is a sense that he is
contributing definite values and a
share in the success of an enterprise.
Pride in work well done, in responsi-
bilities shared, is an integral part of
any position and carries a reward as
valuable as the wages paid.

In Bulletin No. 227, the United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Mr. Robert B. Wolf is quoted as fol-
lows:

“We make it a policy to record the
operations of the individual workmen
in such a way that they have some
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means for recording their progress
and are thereby able to realize just
what their efforts produce. This
brings out what we call the creative
faculty of the man to the fullest ex-
tent; he is able to really enjoy his
work' by being given an opportunity
for self-expression. In all of our op-
erations we work to produce this re-
sult, realizing that we are primarily
developing human beings and that
planned efficiency is not an end in it-
self, but that the real aim is the de-
velopment of man. . . .

“It is a fact that is beginning to be
recognized today, by men who are
thinking chiefly along these lines,
that a man is internally purified by
doing work which is fundamentally
creative in nature. The desire for
self-expression is one of the most
fundamental instincts of human na-
ture and, unless it is satisfied, it is
bound to manifest itself in all sorts
of abnormal ways, which today are
working such havoc in society.”

Briefly, the Spirit of the Age in In-
dustry is reaching down deeper and
is touching the mainsprings control-
ling service and human action and
this spirit alone is assisting greatly
in bringing unity and understanding.

One of the most significant steps
having tremendous possibilities for
the future world relates to the selec-
tion of personnel. While the work is
in its infancy, it is becoming one of
the most important fields for applied
psychology in its deepest phases.
Since the capacities of people differ,
it is vitally important that each in-
dividual may find that work for
which he is best qualified. Undoubt-
edly, he will be happier, more profi-
cient, and more successful in such a
work, and he will render a greater
service.

In our increasing interest in indi-
viduals, sympathetic and instructive
tests to determine the growing ca-
pacities, beginning in the schools and
progressing through industry, will do

much to make everyone who is in the
field of service more happy and more
capable.

Through Employee Representa-
tion, an opportunity is presented for
a sharing of the responsibilities and
interests in management of a busi-
ness. This great movement has al-
ready shown itself to be a valuable
stabilizing factor.

To an increasing extent, employees
are becoming owners of shares in the
businesses in which they are em-
ployed, and this ownership has broad-
ened their viewpoint, and given in-
centives formerly lacking. This is
true, not only with a great many of
the public utilities, but with a large
number of organizations everywhere.

Wherever one looks—to the north,
east, south, or west—he finds the
evidences of progress and illumina-
tion. Mankind is being quickened,
both inwardly and in the expression
of its outer powers.

From 1870 to 1920 the skilled
workers in the United States in-
creased twenty per cent in proportion
to the total population.

. Business was formerly considered
a private matter, but today the glar-
ing light of publicity is revealing the
hidden secrets and presages further
revelations. The late J. P. Morgan
once said, “The time is coming when
business will be done in glass
pockets.”

The inner creative power, which is
the cause of all these outer activities,
has clearly purposed a new world
order of peace and joy, of activity
and service. That this fact is being
more and more recognized is indi-
cated by the following quotation from
an article by Wesley McCormack in
one of the leading business magazines
regarding a new discovery of power:

“For the difference between mod-
ern civilization and the ancient world
may be resolved quite definitely into
terms of power. America is what
she is today because each American
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worker operates, not with his own
physical strength, nor with the occa-
sional yank of an animal in harness,
but with three and three-quarters
horse-power constantly at his hand.
This multiplication of our power, in
fact, is not only the great cause of
our civilization but its greatest prob-
lem; for this power may be used
either to create wealth or to destroy
it and, unless it is properly organized
and co-ordinated, it may be let loose
in war to destroy the very civiliza-
tion which it has constructed.

“With each discovery of new
power, then, the necessity is intensi-
fied for more and more co-ordination.
If cheap power is suddenly made
available to all the peoples of earth,
and this process of co-ordination
keeps pace with discovery, the human
race is due to enter into unimagin-
able new realms of peace and pros-
perity; but if co-ordination does not
keep pace with discovery, and not
the world standard of living but the
world standard of fighting is sud-
denly multiplied—well—.”
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The reader can well imagine the
outcome. The atoms of existence are
quickened under the impulse of the
shining Sun of Reality. The instru-
ments and new forms created for
the purpose of expressing the hidden
spiritual and material treasures of
humanity are like delicate flowers to
be handled carefully and tenderly,
lest they be crushed by the crude
methods of the selfish and the
thoughtless. The outgrown forms
having served their purpose must
die and decay, fertilizing the seeds
that have sprung from their own
hearts, that the glorious destiny of
man may be achieved. We must com-
bine the material and divine civiliza-
tions as ’Abdu’l-Bah4 tells us in the
following words from His writings:
“And among the teachings of Baha-
'w’llah is that although material civi-
lization is one of the means for the
progress of the world of mankind,
yet until it becomes combined with
divine civilization the desired result,
which is the felicity of mankind, will
not be attained.”

enforce minds.”— Abdu’l-Bah4.

“Strive therefore to create love in the hearts in order that they may
become glowing and radiant. When that love is shining, it will per-
meate other hearts as this electric light illumines its surroundings.
When the love of God is established, everything else will be realized.
This is the true foundation of all economics.
deavor to become the cause of the attraction of souls rather than to

Reflect upon it. En-
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THIS AMAZING CIVILIZATION

DALE 8. COLE

“On the one hand we have progress of the material type; on the other great spiritual
discoveries are being realized. Truly, this can be called the century of miracles, for it is

the manifestation of the miraculous. .

. . An invisible spiritual power is ever exercising

an influence over the hearts and minds of men.”"—Abdw'l-Bahd.

HE conviction that we are living

in an age of intensive and reck-
less materialism 1is disturbing to
the peace of mind of many who revel
in statistics and comparisons and
who like to contrast the present with
the past and speculate on the future.

That there is a basis for this fear
is, possibly, not to be denied. Com-
- mercial and industrial tendencies
seem to emphasize the drift towards
mass production and standardization,
possibly towards the enshrinement of
wealth as the acme of achievement-—
notwithstanding the words of wis-
dom of many sages in the past.

To the casual reader, industrial
statistics are astounding. To the
purely nationally ‘minded they are
often a source of complacent pride.
Our production totals are mounting,
our per capita wealth is increasing.
Many are the assurances that human-
ity has never “lived better’”: mnever
have people in general had so much
comfort, luxury or so many posses-
sions of various kinds.

We have ‘“more warmed and
lighted houses, telephones, electric de-
vices, automobiles and radios” than
any other nation. We have, in gen-
eral, steadier employment and less
illness. ‘“America has in proportion
eight times as many telephones, uses
eleven times as much electricity,
owns thirty times as many automo-
biles, owns twice as many homes, and
has only one-twentieth as many peo-
ple living on public charity.” Such
are the characteristic nuances of our
present-day civilization.

Most of these possessions and ac-
quirements are beneficial and there-

fore justified in themselves, but are
they not symbolic of tendencies which
are rapidly remoulding our modes of
living and our civilization?

There are other signs not without
significance. Stop at any news-stand.
Can one help but wonder at the pro-
fusion of printed matter offered in a
very convelpient form. No matter
what the merit of many of these pub-
lications may be, does this condition
not auger a quickening interest on
the part of the general public in read-
ing? Are not the “book-a-month-
clubs” meeting with success? Are
there not more worth-while collec-
tions of books sold today than ever
before? 1Is there not a groping for
information and knowledge evidenced
in this development?

Then, too, all over our land we see
immense stadiums being erected
which rival those of ancient times,
when the population gloried in games.
Despite the menace of commercial-
ism in our athletic pursuits, do not
these great stadiums stand as monu-
ments to a new interest in clean liv-
ing, in health and in sportsmanship?

So it is, beneath the surface of any
great material advancement, whether
it be in industry, education, athletics
or what not, there will be found tend-
encies which are significant and far-
reaching.

One often wonders at the influence
of the sun on plant life. It is es-
sential to growth, maturity, and frui-
tion. A plant removed from the effect
of the sun withers and dies, or at
best leads a miserable and frustrated
existence. It has always been so.
Science is learning more and more
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about these wonderful influences.
The glass that we use in our homes
keeps out the most beneficial emana-
tions from the sun as regards our
own health, but today science has
made available a glass which will al-
low these rays to pass and we may
live indoors in the glow of the health-
giving rays of the sun. The effects
cannot be seen or felt but are never-
theless active and dynamic. Their
effect is subtle yet potent. It is as if
some magic force were acting, a
veiled blessing, known and realized
yet undiscovered in its essence. It
is similar to the leaven in the loaf.

Is it not then logical to believe that
back or under or above all of the so-
termed materialistic achievements
and accomplishments of our day of
intensive industrialism there is some
higher force at work, bringing nearer
and nearer the culmination of a
better day? That there is some pow-
erful leaven at work guiding, as-
sisting and stimulating us to greater
and greater progress?

It is generally conceded that man
alone could not have accomplished
these wonders. Difficult as such a
premise is to prove we are seeing
scientists of note and standing daily
giving voice to faith in a Higher
Power, refuting more and more the
old belief that to Nature alone could
be attributed the driving force of all
our progress. This is indeed reas-
suring. It greatly assists in wiping
out the antagonism which has existed
between science and religion; it
leaves us free to investigate un-
shackled every remote corner of the
universe.

We are living in an age of miracles
which have become so commonplace
that we take them as a matter of
course. What would our ancient
forebears have thought of the air-
plane, the radio and many less spec-
tacular mechanical and electrical de-
vices? How would they compare

with some of the miracles related of
olden times? Man has been acquir-
ing knowledge of laws and facts con-
cealed in the treasuries of the uni-
verse. He is learning how to apply
them. He did not create these laws,
these forces, and this energy which
lies locked in the atom. He merely
attained that station where he was
able to know about them and to un-
derstand them in a degree. Little do
we know what lies beyond—the pres-
ent is dazzling enough. How then
can one help but feel that there is a
great underlying cause to all the
beneficent effects which play such an
important part in our lives today?

It has been said that if one goes
abroad looking for trouble he will
very likely find it. On the other
hand if he goes forth in search of
goodness and beauty, that will he also
find. And so the constructive way
today is to go abroad to our daily
routine Yooking for the beauty of
life and as surely as we do so, will we
come to the comforting and stimulat-
ing conviction that there are power-
ful divine forces at work; that our
materialistic accomplishments, how-
ever good they may be, are just the
visual aura about the real significant
facts of existence here and hereafter.

Take the question of mass produc-
tion. It has ifs opponents and its
proponents. There are those who
feel that it is a curse and those who
feel that it is the logical evolution
which serves best the greatest num-
ber. At present it does seem to be
working to give us more goods at
lower costs but there are other effects
not so generally appreciated. It is
forcing into consideration the ulti-
mate necessity of decentralizing in-
dustry.

But what of this? What will that
mean to you and mie and to our chil-
dren? It is becoming more and more
apparent that industry cannot remain
highly centralized as to location.



38 THE BAHA'T MAGAZINE

Often plants become so large that it
is impossible to secure the requisite
labor and materials easily—the cost
of doing business, the overhead ex-
pense is too great. What is the re-
sult? We are seeing great factories
built in smaller communities, we are
seeing the small plants moving away
from the cities, out into the suburban
or rural communities, and as this
movement accelerates can we not see
whole communities living under
much better conditions? Will their
requirements not be different, and as
the public demand governs produc-
tion, will this change not affect the
character of industry? '

As the tendency becomes more pro-
nounced to establish industrial en-
terprise away from the congested
cities, will not new factors become
apparent? Will not life be simpler,
cleaner, and closer to nature than be-
fore? There will not be the need of
long hours of riding to work—more
leisure will result, and with it all,
more interest in agriculture. This
example is simply illustrative. Mass
production, whether it be a blessing
or a menace, is seen to have other po-
tential effects than those usually dis-
cussed. There are underlying forces
and causes which will result in new
effects, changes and advancement. So
it is with every great influence in our
lives. If we study it intensively, ana-
lyze it, ultimately we will come to the
conclusion that there are unappre-
ciated phases to it which can not be
characterized other than as “the spir-
itual fringe” or rather the spiritual
essence of the matter, which is but a
manifestation of the power of God,
working in mysterious and devious
ways His wonders to perform.

However materialistic our life may
seem today, there are spiritual con-
siderations which cannot be ignored.

Look back. Have we not made
more progress in many, many depart-
ments of life in the last century than

was made in centuries preceding?
Does it not seem as if humanity,
like a plant, has developed in the
more direct rays of the sun? That
previously there seemed to be some
curb on progress and then suddenly
some force was liberated which stim-
ulated and accelerated enlighten-
ment? How else can the phenomena
be explained? Humanity existed for
thousands of years, reaching at some
times and places a high degree of
civilization, but never before have we
seen such progress made in science
and its application to life and living.
Never before have we seen space al-
most annihilated by rapid means of
transportation, on land, water, and in
the air. Never before have we been
able to set time at naught by pro-
jecting our voices through space.
Never have we “lived better,” and
this has all come quite recently, as if
some beneficent force had touched
humanity and quickened its potential
capacities, and abilities.

It may seem that our abilities are
misdirected in that we seem to con-
centrate on industrial development,
materialistic pursuits, and personal
comfort, but as pointed out none of
these things are without their greater
and deeper effects and the seemingly
superficial phases, so easily seen, are
but the froth on the surface-of the
stream ; beneath there is a deep and
steady current of pure, clear water,
which is carrying us on and on to the
day when the real significances of our
apparently materialistic development
will become cognizant and appre-
ciated.

The great force which is so effec-
tive in accelerating human progress
is the Power of God in the cycle of
Baha’w’llah. Since 1844 the advance-
ment has been so rapid, in compari-
son with times past, as to be almost
inconceivable. We sense, generally,
but the surface effects. We must re-
alize the deeper significances which
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are the underlying and governing
causes.

What is being accomplished before
our eyes? The principles of the Ba-
ha’ft Movement, iterated many years
ago, are surely and constantly com-
ing into realization.

We are geeing scientists abandon-
ing their prejudices and shouting the
unity of science and religion. We are
seeing on every hand evidences that
the unity of mankind is to be appre-
ciated. We are no longer fettered in
a search for truth.

Religious warfare and dissension
are being descried. Movements are
accelerating whereby one denomina-
tion or sect joins with another. The
trend is towards unified organization
in existing religious denominations.
We are going back into historical
writings and discovering that the
fundamental principles of all great
religions are one. The church no
longer wars with science, as it did in
the past. Faith and reason are be-
coming more and more in accord.

Many are the agencies working for
the establishment of Peace, Interna-
tional Arbitration and ultimately an
International Parliament.

The radio besides levelling barriers
is forcing the adoption of an interna-
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tional auxiliary language. Great
strides are being made in education.
In all enlightened countries it is now
compulsory. Women have not only
come into a new freedom but have
been given the power of the ballot.
Through the establishment of in-
heritance taxes, new methods of
wage payment, we seem to be moving
towards a day when there will be no
excuse for extremes of poverty and
wealth.

Day by day we are hearing the
gospel of service preached by com-
petent executives. We are told that
the first respounsibility of industry is
to the public. The purpose of indus-
try is to serve, and service is a form
of worship.

And so it would appear to the in-
quiring mind that, perhaps, we are
not so materialistic today as it would
seem. That there are potent forces
at work, guiding our endeavors and
that we are rapidly approaching that
day when we will more fully realize
and appreciate these words of *Ab-
du’l-Baha, that, “the spirit of affec-
tion and loving kindness must so pre-
vail that the stranger may find him-
self a friend; the enemy a true com-
panion; and every last trace of differ-
ence be removed; for universality is
of God and all limitations earthly.”

“It is evident and clear to the wise men of nations—those wise men
who are the wooers of absolute reality—that the purpose of the Divine
Messengers and the revelation of the heavenly books and the establigh-
ment of the religion of God has been none other than to create amity
and justice between the children of the races.”— Abdu’l-Baha.




(See opposite page.)

A typical street in Jaspur, Indie’s madel city.
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THROUGH INDIA AND BURMA

An American Traveler Visits Baha’i Communities of the
Far East

FLORENCE EVELYN SCHOPFLOCHER

One of the most important activities of the Bahd'i Movement is the interchange of
visits between Bahd'is of the Orient and Qccident. The loving comradeship thus con-
cretely demonstrated between these two so different civilizations, made possible only by
the fulfillment of the teachings of Bahd'w'llah, has always ¢ powerful effect upon hearts
and minds. Mrs. Schopflocher has proven herself am intrepid traveler, venturing into
regions difficult of access, dangerous even for travel. Vith brave heart and with a blaz-
tng enthusiasm for the Bahd'i Cawse she has been enabled to reach many prominent men
and women of the East and present her message to them. She here vividly describes her
recent trip to India and Burmao, commencing with her wvisit to the school of Tagore’s at

Bolpur.—Editor.

OLPUR, brings Green Acre* most

vividly before my eyes, for here
is a similar ideal setting in India’s
fertile state of Bengal. At the school
of Tagore one witnesses community
life in all its stages of development
from rug-weaving and many other
industries to the finer arts such as
music, singing, drawing and painting,
and the most appreciated outdoor
sports, such as competitions in rope-
skipping, dancing, exercises and
other games. Spiritual education is
not neglected. Yet the poet Tagore
puts forth no special creed or teach-
ing other than weekly discourses by
himgelf, and prayers every day at
the “House -of Prayer.” This philos-
opher and poet is looked upon here as
an idealist who is giving expression
to the nobler aspects of life through
the drama and fine arts.

Most of his time is spent writing
plays and music for the two hundred
pupils from distant villages and
cities who are boarding here. The
Agricultural Department covers
chicken raising and introducing the
better breeds brought from the West
into the surrounding villages; the
cultivation of land and gardening.
The greatest wish of Rabandrinath
Tagore is to draw the graduates of

*Green Acre is the Bah4’l summer colony
in Eliot, Maine.

universities who now crowd the cities
back to village life. The young In-
dian principal of the school took his
degrees at the State Agricultural Col-
lege of Massachusetts and additional
degrees in England. All teachers are
well qualified and come from many
different countries in Europe. One
woman teacher of drawing and paint-
ing is from Austria; another teacher
is from Holland ; one English profes-
sor; and two Christian Indian pro-
fessors.

The Full Moon Festival, which
ushers in the first day of Spring in
India, has about the same significance
as our May-Day dancing round the
May-pole, celebrated “slightly” differ-
ently, for here the Hindu throws col-
ored powder and squirts bright col-
ored water with a kind of water-gun
used for the purpose. All join in the
holiday spirit, including the teachers,
and throw the vivid reds and yellows
right square in one’s face and smear
it over the body and cloths. By the
time evening comes, the people re-
semble walking flames. Even the
hair gets rainbow hued.

Before leaving “the school of the
poet” I was asked to give a lecture
to the older students and teachers.
Everyone to whom I had already
spoken seemed to appreciate the
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principles and teachings of Baha-
‘w’llah, but as I have already men-
tioned they do not specialize here in
any religious teaching.

My journey through the south and
heart of India was most fruitful, and
the leading men and rulers of many
different States are now studying the
Baha’i teachings. One of the fore-
most ministers of the Great Nizam
of Hyderabad had heard of the Reve-
lation of Bah&’u’llah, and weeks be-
fore my arrival he was impatiently
waiting for books.

An official attached to one of In-
dia’s greatest princes gave me every
assistance in meeting those I most
wished to know. When I told him
the nature of my work, he exclaimed,
“I too am a believer in Bah4’u’llah,
but I have never had the courage to
openly admit it as it would mean ab-
solute ruin overnight if it was dis-
covered that I had embraced a new
Revelation.

Another of India’s princes received
me with a most enquiring stare.
Rather abruptly and in a most un-
usual manner, he said, “There is
something different about you than
anyone I have yet known. It is mag-
netism, but not personal magnetism,
rather more of a spiritual quality.
What is it you have come to tell me?”
Now when one visits these Indian
rulers who are so extremely polite, it
is not customary to state one’s mis-
sion at once, but I came straight to
the point and said, “If there is any-
thing spiritual about me it is because
I love Baha’u’llah the Revealer of the
New Revelation.” He replied, “I
might have known it. 1 also believe
Baha’u’lidh has brought a message to
the world, but until now I have not
looked seriously into His Teachings.”

The beautiful hill stations are the
ideal place to teach, for prominent
men and women from all parts of

India spend the hot months of the
plains below up in these hill stations:
Professors of the universities, Ma-
harajas and their entourage, and
others. Never has a country been
nearer to accepting the divine teach-
ings than India is today, and the op-
portunities for service are without
limit.

Mr. Hashmat'u'llah Koreshi, secre-
tary of the National Baha’i Spiritual
Assembly of India, is a man of mar-
velous character and great culture.
It would be impossible to record in
detail the story of the remarkable as-
sistance I received from the hands of
this very brilliant spiritual worker in
the vineyard of the new creative
Word. From efght o’clock in the
morning until evening this distin-
guished and enthusiastic brother in-
vited to visit me at my hotel the most
prominent of Calcutta’s thinkers of
both sexes, or arranged luncheons,
teas and dinners daily. In turn I
visited many homes, and carried the
Message of Unity into every avail-
able place. Many of these very fine
families were deeply moved by the
narrative of the early life of our be-
loved teachers.

A Western Bah&’i believer can al-
ways have a sympathetic audience,
for since he loves all religionists, his
method of approach is constructive
and harmonious. There are many so-
called dead creeds today in the daily
life of the Indian. One can scarcely
credit the doings and misunderstand-
ings between the different outstand-
ing religious fanatics. One thing is
clear, however, and that is that there
are many noble souls and deep think-
ers in India who are far above and
beyond the illusions of the past.

The cultured Indian is one of the
finest types of manhood in the world.
My visit to the home of Sir C. P.
Bose, the great world-renowned sci-
entist, was a revelation in itself. I
walked through the gardens of his
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Mrs. Schopflocher and group of natives in a Bahd’i village in Burma.

home and actually saw the heart-
beats of trees as we passed. Mar-
velous instruments placed near the
trees register upon delicate machines
the pulse of the tree, and the effect
was instantly noticed by a long dash
when anything unusual happened
such as a person passing suddenly or
when some - anesthetic was adminis-
tered. A tree can become intoxicated
with certain drugs, and the heart-
beat took queer staggers and long
swaying movements on the parch-
ment by the needle of these delicate
inventions of Sir C. P. Bose, of Cal-
cutta. This was a very eventful
afternoon.

Lady Bose is one of the outstand-
ing women in India today. Her un-
tiring efforts along educational and
all other lines for the emancipation
of her oppressed sisters, classifies her
as a great leader in the Feminist
Movement. Her “Industrial School
for Widows and Married Women” in
Bengal is the first institution of its
kind to beestablished in India, and
thus her dream of educating the neg-
lected little widows who are bereft of
human companionship, has been ful-
filled. How refreshing it was to note

the immediate and sustained interest
of this woman of remarkable char-
acter in the great teaching of Ba-
ha’u’llah, that “material and spiritual
education should go hand in hand.”

The Prime Minister of the Ma-
haraja of Mysore was more than kind
to me during my visit in the South of
India, where I visited the leaders and
rulers of several States. The Ma-
haraja of Mysore is one of the great-
est of India’s princes. He received
Baha’l books with appreciation and
extended an invitation to return.
When I left the palace I called upon
a professor at the college and learned
to my surprise that he had once been
on the verge of accepting Bahéa-
'w’llah as the Manifestation of God to
the world today, but owing to reports
from Persia that the Baha’i Revela-
tion had entirely died out of the
world of existen