
PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 

VOLUME I. 

(0 0 ~ T A I ~ I ~ G PAR T S I - IV.) 

1882-83. 

LONDON: 

TRUBNER AS"D CO., LUDG·ATE HILL. 

1883. 



LoNDON: 

PRINTED BY THE NATIONAL PRESS AGENCY, LIMITED, 
18, WHITEFRIARS STREET, RC. 

CATALOGUED, 
E. H. B . 

..... ~/~llll:... 

iqitiz( G 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 

INDEX TO VOL. I. 

ABEBCROMBIB, DB., Cases recorded by 
Abnormal States of Mind ... 
Anonymously contributed cases 
Apparitions, Phenomena of ... 

A. 

A.ahley, Anthony, Case contributed by 
Aylesbury, Commander, Case contributed by 

B. 

BUBER, Ma., Case contributed by 

122,285 
&e Barrett, Prof., 0" 
106, 120, 13!, 138, ]41 

&e Hauntnl Hou,u and TeZepatltll 
60 

... 122 

Barrett, Prof. W. F., Appendix to First Report on Thought-transference, by 
1i8 
41 

" 
On Some Phenomena A.ssociated with Abnormal Con· 

ditions of Mind ... 238 
,0 &e 0.1'0 Report' fIj" Me.me1'ic, ll8iol&enbacll" au T/wu,ght. 

traniference 11111lmittcu 
Beard, Dr., On "Mind Reading" '" 16, 17 
Beard, Sidney H., Experiments with 233, 256 
Berthon, P. H., Case contributed by ... 131 
Birchall, J., On Thought-transference ... 263 
Bishop, Irving, Performances of ... 14,15, 19,63,64 
Blackburn, Douglas, and Smith, G. A.. , Experiments with 63, 78·97, 161·167, 175·215 
Braid'. Theory of Hypnotism 218,219,220,238,239 
Brighton Experiments 78 
Buxten, Experiments at ." 19·27, 88·42 

" Summary of.ResultB ".167,168, 16IJ 

Digitiz~d by Goog Ie 



11 Inde:» to Vol. L 

C. 

OAlIIBRIDGE Experiments ... 
" Summary of Results ... 

Clainoyanoe, Case of 
" Dr. G. Wyld on 

71 
169 
243 
156 
146 Clay, Mrs., Case contributed by 

Coffin, W. H. 
Colohester, C., Case contributed by ... 

&e Report' 1'./ Reichenbach CU7II7Ilittee 
• •• 130 

Colt, Capt. G. F. Russell, Oase contributed by 
Oom¢ttees of the Society, Reports of 

" Secretaries of 
Constitution and Rules of the Society 
Corder, F., Oase contributed by 

124-126 
••• &e under aubject headin! 

4,295,296 
... 331 
••• 137 

Oouncil of the Society ... &e OjficC1" and Oouncil 
Creery, the Misses, Experiments with, 19.30,37.42,44.46,56,57,71·78, 1G7·171 • 

" Gradual Deoline of their Power 
" The Rev. A.M., on Thought-transference 

Cumberland, Stuart, Performanoes of 

D. 

... 78,171 
43 

... 14,15 

DONA.TIONS to the Sooiety ••• 158, 319 
Double Consciousness, Oases of 288, 289 
Dreaming and Allied States, Oircular issued by the Sooiety .•• 303 
Dreams, Veridical 58, 59, 60, 122, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142 

" " Synohrono1l'B Dreams .•• 138 

" " Dublin, Experiments ... 

" "Summal'1 of Results 

EDE, C., Oases contributed by 
Edmonds, H., Experiments with 

E. 

Elrington, Rev. R. B. F., Case oontributed by . ; .. 
Eyre, Canon, Case ol')ntrihuted by '" 

F. 

&e az'o under Telepath1/ 

76 
... 169 

31, 32 
62,63 

. .• 141 
132.133 

FITZGERALD, G. F., On the Possibility of Photographing Flames from 
Magnets, &0. 236 

Fox, Mrs. Charles, Case contributed by 121 
Fryer, B., Oase contributed by 134 

Digitized by Google 



Inde:e to Vol. L 
... 
III 

G. 

G.'S, MISS, Narrative 108.114 
Gates, Mrs., Case contributed by ... 133 
Ghosts ... See Haul/tell HtJu,c, 
Grignon, Rev. W. S.,Case coutributed by... ... 127 
Gurney, Edmund See Reports (1/ Literarll, Mesmeric, anll Thought. 

tra1l8/erence Committee, 
Guthrie, Malcolm, On Thought·transference ... 263 

H. 

HAUNTED HOUSES, &c., Report of Committee on ... 101 
" "Appearances in ... 106, 109, 110, 111, 112 

" " 
" " 

" " 

" . frequently explicable by ordinary 
causes 102, 103, 104 

Periodic Disturbances in 103, 106 
Physical Phenomena observed in 106,107, 109,110, 

112,113 
Tragic Incidents or Crimes apparently counected 

with the Phenomena in... ... 104, 106,108-113 
Haggins, Dr. W., Attemp~ Photograph of "Odylic" Flames 235, 237 
Hunter, Mrs.,. Cases cont.ributed by 128, 129 

ILLUSTRATIONS of Experiments 

JANE. DEAN, Experiments with ... 
Jardine, Miss, Case contributed by 

I. 

J. 

K. 

81, 83·97, 175.215, 234 

21,39·42 
... 128 

KEULEMANS, J. G., Cases contributed by ... 119,126 

LANE·Fox, ST. GEORGE 
Library, Catalogue 

" Gifts to 

" 
Rules ... 

Literary Committee's Report 
Liverpool Experiments 

L. 

See Report. 0/ ReiehcnbacA CO'mmittel! 
307 
319 
319 
116 
263 

Digitized by Google 



IV Indn to Vol. 1. 

M. 

M., MR., Case contributed by 
Maskelyne, J. N., Case contributed by 
Mason, Miss, Case contributed by .. , 
MoDougall, A. B., Case oontributed by 
Meetings of the Society 

140 
122 
139 
139 

See unil8r Society 
Members of the Society ... 
Mesmerism, Reports of Committee on 

" " "Appendix to 
Experimental Evidenoe. 

" Community of Sensation 

" " of Pain ... 

" " 
of Taste ... 

" It 

217,251 
... 284 

224,225,226,241,242 
••• 225, 226, 241, 242 

226,242 

" 
Forgetfulness, partial or total, of what has 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

occurred during the Sleep 
Halluoinations ..• 

221,223 
... 222, 223, 239, 240 

Hypnotism, Casel! of... 220, 221, 238,239, 241, 242,251, 255 
Objects touched by Mesmerist detected by Sensitive 241,260, 

261,262 
Rigidity and Anoosthesia 221,227,228,256,257,258,259,260 
Sensitiveness, aoute, to Infiuence of Mesmerist 241, 255, 256, 

260,261 
" Transference of Mental Images ... 120, 242, 243 

Muscle·Reading, POBBibie Cases of ... 18, 19,49,50,51,52,53,54,64 

" " Experiments in 167,291 
Myers, F. W. H., "Willing ., Experiments made by... 51,52, 53,54 

" " &e az'o Report. of Literary, MelmtJric, and ThougAt. 
tra'lllferBnCe Cbm7nitteel. 

O. 

OJ'll'ICERS and Council of the Society, List of, for 1882 and 1883 1,320 

P. 

P., MB., Case contributed by 102,103 
Pea.rd, MiBB, Case contributed by... ... 131 
Pease, E. R. . .• See Report of Comnlittee on Haunted HO'Ulel 

Powles, Mrs., Case contributed by... ... 141 
Podmore, Frauk See Report, of OQmmittee; on Ne,mel'i,1/I, and on Haunted qQ'Ulu 
Presidential AcidreBBes ... See Sidg1l!iek, H. 

R., MBS. GEN., Cue contributed by 
Reichenbaoh Oommittee's Reports ••• 

R. 
so 

99,230 

Digitized by Google 



.1nde~ to Yolo I. 

Reichenbach's Experimental Evidenoe-

.. Lights and Luminous Appearanoes seen by 
Sensitives ... 232,233 

234 
" 

Plate showing Lights 

" 
Senl!&tionB produoed by the Magnetio Field 

on Sensitives 234 
231 

135 
" Small Percentage of OdyUo Seers ..• 

Roberts, R. P., Case contributed by ••• 

s. 

SHEDLOCK, CANON, Case oontributed by .•. 
Sid«wick, Henry, Presidential Addresses ..• 
Sinclair, J., Case contributed by ..• 
Smith, G. A. (and Blackburn, D.), Experiments with 

" " MeSmerio Experiments 
" " Reiohenbaoh Experiments 

Smith, T. W., Case oontributed by .•• 
Society for Psychical Research :

Annual General Meeting .;. 
Circulars issued by :-

'" 134 
7,65,245 

• •• 137 
63, 78·97, 161-167, 

175·215 
221-229, 255-262 

231,232,233,234 
31 

158 

1. On the General Working of the Sooiety ._ 295 
303 

331 

2. On Dreaming and Allied States 
Constitution and Rules 
Formation and Inauguration of .•• 
General Meetings (ordinary) 
Library Catalogue ••• 

" Formation of, and Gifts to 

" 
Rules 

Membership, Privileges and Conditions of 

S 

7,65,161,.245 

Members, list of Me~bers, Associates, and Hon. Members 
Objects of ••• 

• •• 307 
159,319 

••• 319 
5,6.332 
••• 321 

3 
Officers, Counoil, and Committses of 
Reporland Financial Statement .•• 

Sleep-wakiug. Remarkable Cases of 
Sparrow, A.. Case contributed by 
Stewart, Prof. Balfour, F·.R.S., on Thought·transferenoe 

1, 4, 5, 295, 296, 320 
158-160 
285·287 

140 
35 

142 Strefford, J. C., Case contributed by 
Sugden, Rev. E. H., Experiments in 

Reading ..• 
Summerbell, Miss, Case contributed by 
8withinbank, Mrs., Case contributed by ..• 
8JD1011da, J. Addington, Case contributed by 

Sense-PeroeptioD, or Muscle-
167,291 

126 

135 
124 

Digitized by Google 



. 
Vl Indez to Vol. L 

T. 

TELEPATHY and Telalsthe8ia (Impre8Bions transferred otherwise than through 

" 
,\ 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

- _. . the recOgnised channels of sense). 

Agent and Percipient both Nor-mal... ••• 119 
Agent and Porcipient both Ab1lDrmal-i.e., dying or in peril... 137 
Agent and Percipient. both A.leep 138, 189 
Agent Normal. Percipient .A,zeep_ 58, 120 
Agent Asleep. Peroipient Normal 122·123 
Agent IiJn.trancerl. Percipient Normal ". 128 
Agent EIDDiterl or in Danger. Percipient Normal... 80, 31, 59, 

60, 122, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137' 
Agent Dying. Percipient Normal 31, 121, 122, 124, 125, 

126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 182, ISS 
Age:at BlDciterl or in Danger. Percipient A,zeep SO, Sl, 32, 

60,142,14S 
Agent Dying. Percipient Asll'l'p 59, HI, 142 
Casual Apparitions 145, 146 
Reciprocal Impression8 ••• . .. 121, 122, 138, 139 
Cases where thePer,onality of Agent is impre8sed on Percipient 

rather than his Ideaa -30, 60, 120, 121, 123, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, HI, 142, 

145,146 
Thought-Reading 

Thought;.. Transference-

See Thougkt·tranB./erence 

. Committee's Reports ••. 

" "Appendi.x: to - ••. 
13,70, 161 

47 

35 
43 

Professor Balfour Stewart, on 
ReT. A. M. Creery, on .••. 

Experimental Evidence
With Colours 

~amei ••• 

'Numbers 
Objects .•• 

Pains 
Piotures ••• 

Playing Cards ••• 

..• 79,26,1,,265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 271, 
272,273,275,276,277,278,279,283 

• •• 21, 23, 26, 40, 80, 269, 271, 274, 276, 279, 
280, 281, 282 

••. 22; 23, 39, 41,43,74,79,26(276, 279 
• •• 20, 21, 22, 39, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46,55, 62, 63, 

264,265,266,267,268,269,270,271, 
272,273,275,276,277,278,280,281, 

282,283 
.•• 63,80,276 

••. 81,82,83,85,87,89,91, 93, 95, 97, 161, 
162,163,164,165,166,167,175,177, 
179, 181,183,185,187,189,191,193, 
195, 197, 199, 201, 203, 205, 207, 

209, 211, 213, 215 
... 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 39, 40, 41, 43, 46, 

73,76,77,269,273,279 

Digitized by Google 



Inderc to JTol. L vii 

Experimental Evidenoe-
Reproduotions (Plates of) ma.de by the Sensitive 83·97, 1711·2111 
Soenes and Plaoes, Transferred Impressions of 4:5,274,2711 
Seen by the Sensitive as Inverted 80, 81, 166 
Tastes ••• 63, 276 
Words or Sentences .•. 40, 43, 55, 56, 63, 711, 76, 77,266,267, 

270,271,273,274 
Instances when the Thing selected was known only to the Investigating 

Committee .•• 22,23,72,73,74,75,76,71 
Mind of the Sensitive A1feoting the Phenomena... 22, 28 
Physiological Effect on Sensitives 116,57 
Summary and Tables of R3sults ••. 167,168,169,170,171,172,178 
Mesmerio &e MelmerulII, CommlWtitll of &n8ation 
Spontaneons 58, 156 
When the Agent and Percipient are at a distance from each other 

&e TelepatAv 

w. 
WEDGWOOD, H., Case oontributed by . ••• 142 
Wells, Fred, Mesmerio Experiments with... 220-228, 255·260 

" Reichenbach Experiments 232, 233 
Wilberforce, Bishop, Case recorded by 59, 133 
"Willing" Ga.me, The .•• ..• See MUlole.Retuling antl ThougM-tra1/,lferenctJ 
Wilson, W. E., On Mesmerio Clairvoyance 248 
Wilton, Dr., Case contributed by... 59 
Wyld, George, M.D., on Clairvoyance 156 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Goog Ie 



CONTENTS. 
P4011 

Officers and Councll for 1882 1 

Objects of the- Society • 3 

Address by the President at the First General Meeting 1 

First Report of the Committee on Thought.Reading . 13 

Note on Thought-Reading. By PROFESSOR BALFOUR STEWART 35 

Note on Thought-Reading. By REV. A. M. CREERY . 43 

Appendix to the Report on Thought-Reading. By PROFESSOR W. F. 
BARRETT. . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Address by the President at the Second General Meeting . 6;; 

Second Report of the Committee on Thought-Transference (witl~ llluJI-
tratio1M) 10 

Preliminary Report of the Reiohenbach Oommittee 99 
First Report of the Committee on "Haunted Houses" 101 

First Report of·the Literary Committee 116 

On Clairvoyanoe. By G. WYLD, M.D. (Abstract) 156 

Annual Business Meeting, January, 1883 - Report and Finanoial 
Statement . 158 

Third Report of the Committee on Thought-Transferenoe (with Illw",-
tl'atio1Ul) 161 

First Report of the Committee on Mesmeril!m 217 

First Report of the Reichenbach Committee . 230 

On Some Phenomena Assooiated with Abnormfll Oonditions of Mind. 
PROFESSOR W. F. BARRETT 

Address by the President at the Fourth General Meeting . 

Second Report of the Committee on Mesmerism . 

Record of Experiments on Thought-Transference at Liverpool. 
MALCOLM GUTHRIE, J.P., and JAMES BIROHALL 

Appendix to the Report on Mesmerism. 

Note on Muscle.Reading. By the REV. E. H. SUGDEN 

Oircular No 1. On the General Work of the Society . 

Ciroular No.2. On Dreaming and Allied States. 

Oatalogue of the Library 

Regulations as to the Lending of Books 

Officers and Councll for 1883 . 

List of Members, Associates, Honorary a:nd 09rresponding Member.; . 

Oonstitution and Rules . 

By 
238 

2-l5 

251 

By 
263 

284 

291 

295 

SOS 

. S07 

S19 

320 

821 

SSl 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



THE SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 

FOR 1882. 

PRESIDENT: 

HENRY SIDGWIOK. 

VIOE-PRESIDENTS: 

ARTHUR J. BALFOUR, ll.P. 

PROF. W. F. BARRETT. 

JOHN R HOLLOND, lLP. 

RICHARD H. HUTTON. • 

PROF. W. F. BARRETT. 

EDWARD T. BENNETT. 

WALTER R. BRO·WNB. 

ALEXANDER OALDER. 

WALTER H. OOFFIN. 

DESMOND G. FITZGERALD. 

EDMUND GURNEY. 

CHARLES O. MASSEY. 

REV. W. STAINTON MOSES. 

REV. W. STAINTON MOBBS. 

HON. RODBN NOEL. 

PROF, BALFOUR STEWART. 

HEXSLEIGH WEDGWOOD. 

OOUNOIL: 

FREDERIC W. H. MYERS. 

FRANCIS W. PERCIVAL. 

FRANK PODMORE. 

O. LoCKHART ROBERTSON, M. D. 
E. DAWSON RooERS. 

PROF. BALFOUR STEWART. 

MORELL THEOBALD. 

HENSLEIGU W EDGWOOD. 

G. WYLD, M.D. 

HON. TREASURER: 

MORELL THEOBALD, 23, St. Swithin's Lane, E.O. 

lION. SEORE1'ARY: 

EDWARD T. BENNETT, 8, The Green, Richmond, London. 

VOL. L 

Digitized by Google 



.-

Digitized by Google 



[ 3 ] 

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

It has been widely felt that the present is an opportune time for 
making an organised and systematic attempt to investigate that large 
.group of debatable phenomena designated by such terms as mesmeric, 
psychical, and Spiritualistic. 

From the recorded testimony of many competent witnesses, past 
and present, including observations recently made by scientific men of 
-eminence in various countries, there appears to be, amidst much illusion 
and deception, an important body of remarkable phenomena, which are 
prima facie inexplicable on any generally recognised hypothesis, and 
which, if incontestably established, would be of the highest possible 
value. 

The task of examining such residual phenomena has often been 
undertaken by individual effort, but never hitherto by a scientifio 
~ociety organised on a sufficiently broad basis. As a preliminary st.ep 
towards this end, a Conference, convened by Professor Barrett, was 
held in London, on January 6th, 1882, and a Society for Psychical 
Research was projected. The Society was definitely constituted on 
.February 20th, 1882, and its Council, then appointed, have sketched 
o()ut a programme of future work. The following subjects have beii1 
-entrusted to special Committees :-

1. An examination. of the nature and extent of any influence 
which may be exerted by one mind upon another, aparl> 
from any generally recognised mode of perception. 

2. The study of hypnotism, and the forms of so-called mesmeric 
trance, with its alleged insensibility to pain; clairvoyance 
and other allied phenomena. 

S. A critical revision of Reichenbach's researches with certain 
organi~tions called "sensitive," and an inquiry whether 
such organisations possess any power of perception beyond 
a highly exalted sensibility of the ,recognised BCnsory organa. 
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4. A careful investigation of any reports, resting on strong 
testimony, regarding apparitions at the moment of death. 
or otherwise, or regarding disturbances in houses reputed 
to be haunted.. 

5. An inquiry into the various physical phenomena commonly 
called Spiritualistic; with an attempt ~ discover their, 
causes and general laws. 

6. The collection and collation of existing materials bearing 
on.the history of these subjects. 

,The aim of the Society will be to approach these various problems 
without prejudice or prepossession of any kind, and in the same 
spirit of exact and uninipassioned inquiry which has enabled Science 
to solve so many problems, once not less obscure nor less hotly 

. debated. The founders of this Society fully recognise the 
exceptional difficulties which surround this branch of research; 
but they nevertheless hope that by patient and systematic effort 

- some results of permanent value may be attained. 
The Council desire to conduct their investigations 8.s far as possible 

through private channels; and they invite communications from any 
person, whether intending to join the Society or not, who may be dis
posed to favour them with a record of experiences, or with suggestions 
for inquiry or experiment. Such communications will be treated, if 
desired, as private and confidential. . 

Letters relating to particular classes of phenomena should be 
addressed to the Hon. Secs. of the ~spective Committees, as 

. follows !-

(1) Committee on Thought-reading; Hon. Sec., PROFESSOR W. 
F. BARRETT, 18, Belgrave Square, Monkstown, Dublin. 

(2) Committee on Mesmerism; Hon. Sec., DR. WYLD, 12, Great 
Cumberland Place, London, W. 

(3) Committee on Reichenbach's Experiments; Hon.Sec.,WALTER 
H. COFFIN, ESQ., Junior Athenreum Club, London, W. 

(4:) Committee on Apparitions, Haunted Houses, &c.; Hon. Sec., 
HENSLBIGH WEDGWOOD, EsQ., 31, Queen Anne Street, 
London, W. 

(5) Committee on Physical Phenomena; Hon. Sec., DR. O. 
LOCKHART ROBERTSON, Hamam Chambers, 76. Jermyn 
Street, S. W. 
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(6) Literary Committee; Hon. Secs., EDMUND GURNET, ESQ .• 
26, Montpelier Square, S.W.; FREDERIC W. H. MYERS, 

_ ESQ., Leckampton, Cambridge. 

The Society for Psychical Research is now in a position to invite 
the adhesion of Members. It is desirable to quote here a preliminary 
Note, which appears on the first pagEl of the Society's ~onstitution. 

" N OTE.-To prevent misconception, it is here expressly stated that 
Membership of this Society does not imply the acceptance of 
any particular explanation of the phenomena investigated, nor 
any belief as to the operation, in the physical world, of forces 
other than those recognised by Physical Science." 

The privileges and conditions of Membership are defined by Rule. 
IV. and V. as follows :-

Rule IY.-The Society shall consist of: 

(a) Members, who shall contribute not less than two 
guineas annually, and who shall be entitled to hold any of the 
offices of the Society ; to vote in the election of the Governing 
Council, and at all meetings of the Society; to use its Reading 
Rooms and Libraries; to borrow books from its Libraries; and 
to the free receipt of any journal, -transactions, or periodical 
publication which may be issued by the Council. 

(b) .A88ociates, who shall contribute not less than one guinea 
annually, and who shall be entitled to attend all meetings of 
the Society, except such as are convened for business purposes, 
only; and shall have free access to its Reading Rooms and, 
Libraries. 

Rule Y.-All Members and Associates of the Society shall be' 
elected by the Council. Every candidate for admission shall be 
required to give such references as shall be approved by the 
Council, unless he shall have been proposed in writing by 
two or more Members or Associates, who, on his behalf, and 
by his authority, shall assent to the Constitution and Rules of 
the Society, and consent to abide and be governed by 
them, one of whom shall have certified in writing, from 
persona! knowledge of him, that he is a. fit person for admis
sion. Every such certificate having been read and approved at a 
Meeting of the Council, the Election shall be proceeded 
with. The election to be by ballot, and one black ball iJl 

Digitized by Google 



OTUect8 of tke Society. 

six to exclud.e. The Council shall cause the result to 11& 
made known to the candidate, who, if elected, shall be 
furnished with a certificate of election, and a copy of 
the "Constitution and Rules." 

Ladies are eligible either as Members or Associates. 

Meetings of the Society will be held from time to time; and 
the Proceedings of the Meetings, or other papers, will be published 
when occasion requires. Rooms will be taken and & Library opened. 
80 soon as the funds of the Society may justify this step. 

The names of the President, Vice-Presidents, and Council of 
the Society, as at present constituted, are given on another page. 

NOTE. 

Since the first edition of this Part was issued some changes baV& 

been made in the Council and Committees, and in the privileges of 
Associates; particulars of these changes and the names of the present 
Hon. Secretaries of the Committees are given in Part II. of the 
Proceedings. Rooms have also been ·taken and a Library opened at. 

.14, Dean's Yard, Westminster, S.W., where the Secretary, Mr. Edward 
"T. Bennett, attends on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons 
from 2.30 to 5.30, and to whom at any time application for information 
or for Membership can be made, by letter addressed to the offices of 
the Society. 
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