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{Continued from our la*).

jo taking op the subject from oar last 
it will be remembered that M r. 

that you mast be satisfied by seeing 
spirit which may appear, but they all 

2  they should expect to see the great 
jibing*!, as he had promised them, and 
^  should be satisfied with nothing else, 
ju this time the perfames, which consisted 
gied saunders, frankincense, and gum 
| eflezoine, which he had sent for and nearly 
IfliDt out, and which I  knew as soon as he 
gentmed them would be of no use, though 
ihej ire mentioned for such purposes in the 
forle of Barratt, Agrippa, and others; but 
I bad proved their uselessness. However, 
blowing that they had nearly burnt out by 
the time they had been burning, and the 
stench in the house was getting disagreea­
ble, 1 asked those assembled ii they had 
seen anything, and they one aud all answer- 
<d “So.” He then said they wero not ho- 
test, and would not acknowledge to seeiug; 
but one of the parties present asked him if 
he considered them all liars H e then told 
them not to be in a  hurry, but to keep their 
tjes fixed on the smoke above the blaze;

d them to look where they wished,
W  not to look a t him, for I  well knew that 
be possessed some biological power of at­
traction, and if he caught their eyes fairly 
with bis will, he could influence them, and 
make them say anything that he liked; so 
I cautioned them against his electro-biology, 
or system of will, working them. The per­
fumes were now almost out, and learning 
that nothing had been seen, though he still 
persisted they should see, I, after satisfying 
myself of his capabilities by experience and 
revelation, told him in the presence of all 
that I would defy him to produce a spirit of 
any grade, either aerial or celestial, in that 

se on that night, the perfumes had now 
gone out and the gas relit, and nothing had 
been seen, and those present said,—"Now, 
sir, yon came here to try to prove that Mr. 
Brown was an impostor, and to convince 
us that he was deluding us, but instead of 
proving him an impostor, you have proved 
yourself one, and we find that you can do 
nothing but talk, swagger and bluster/* The 
doors were then opened and those who were 
in the shop and in the yard, came in and 
beard him say that he must acknowledge he 
/was beaten,and he had failed that time, but 
the reason of his failure was that he had 

L had too much to drink before he came. At 
|  this all present appeared disgusted, and told 

him he ought to have been ashamed of him­
self to come to a meeting like that in a state 
of intoxication. H e then asked me that, as 
he had failed, whether he might come any 
other night, and bring some friends with 
him, and try again, but I  told him I  would 
Ibot allow it in my house, for I  was already 
perfectly satisfied, and if there were any 
persons present who were not satisfied, they 
might take him or invite him to their own 

%ouse, but I  would not be again annoyed 
iisyself nor allow the members to be annoyed 
i"■With any such ridiculous proceedings. At 
|  this he got enraged, and wished me to look 
I  into a crystal for him, but I  said I would 

have nothing to do with him, but if he 
•oald do anything he might do it, but I 
would not assist him. He then began to 
threaten me with working evil opon mo by
L  • t  I  _  •  _  . .  •  .  1 ___________. . A .

roerising previously, and, placing his hand 
over it, he said, I will leave him in this 
glass of water, and you will suffer for your 
treatment to me. A young man who was 
sitting by the table, tfnd who had heard the 
whole proceedings, and who, with others 
present whose names and addresses‘can be 
given if required, this young man takidg up 
the glass, said in a serious air, "  Is the spi­
rit in the water n o w a n d  the pretended 
magic worker said " He is /’ Then said the 
young man, "  1 will swallow him/* and at 
once put the glass to his mouth and empti­
ed it. This created much laughter, and the 
pretended magic worker was his9ed and 
jeered out of the room. But before he left 
the neighbourhood, one of the parties who 
were in offered him his house for another 
night’s experience, and the young man who 
swallowed the water, with four or five others, 
agreed to meet him at the appointed house. 
They accordingly went, but the pretender 
was not th e re ; and two of the party went 
to bis house and fetched him, but when he 
arrived, several experiments were tried in 
vain, with the exception of the turning of a 
hat- on the table by the man of the house, 
who confessed himself that it was nothing 
hut a  delusion, though he was a great pro­
fessor of hat turning. So all the professions 
of this wonderful magician, biologist, mes­
merist, crystal-worker, and enchanter, prov­
ed. a  failure; and yet in  the face of all these 
facts, which many intelligent men can prove, 
this pretender is still opposing our cause, 
and professes to get revelations equally with 
our circle. But i t  is strange they dare not 
publish any, so that their medium and his 
ravines might be tested. Several reveTa-

ift*

tnsgic, and leaving an evil spirit iu the house 
to annoy me and shake the house, hot I

f
s*

toll him ta do his beat and his wont, and 
I defied him. Hut be aaid I should find it 
out when ho was gono; and one of the 
partis* present asked him in wliat part of 
tbs buna* he would leave the spirit, when 
be pointed to a glass of water which stood 
%f»t the table, and which he had been mta-

tions which they have professed to receive 
we know have proved false yet they still 
persist deluding and defrauding those who 
are credulous enough to listen to them ; and 
yet after proving himself such an impostor 
and deceiver a3 be did in my house before 
so many witnesses, he has the effrontery to 
meet every person who witnessed his impo­
sition ; and he, with others of his associates, 
tried every means in their power, and even 
pledged themselves to overthrow this cause 
by the grossest calumny and falsehoods 
against me and the circle, and actually 
brought forth our works, endeavouring to 
prove them contradictory by classing divine 
revelation with the comments of the author 
of the several works; and thus, because the 
comments and revelations differed, they 
wanted to make them contradictions, saying 
as they were all in the one work, it was all 
set forth as truth. And though I, as the 
author, told them that my comments had 
nothing to do with revelation, and that I  
was only a man, thinking myself no better 
than the generality of men, and that, as the 
revelations had come through me, I  have 
given them as they were revealed, and that 
I  had written my comments upon them from 
my own judgment on the subjects of the 
revelations at the time they were revealed, 
and all in every work that is revelation is 
headed as such, so that my comments and 
the revelations are all distinguished, and 
every honest candid member confessed that 
the very circumstance of my comments be­
ing different in principles to the revelations 
is sufficient to prove that the said revela­
tions are divine and beyond my comprehen­
sion and power of invention, for if I  bad 
framed the revelations I could have framed 
the matter or comment so that the one 
would have confirmed the other, and corro­
borated each other in principle. But they 
do uot, and this alone is a great proof that 
I  have no control over the matter contained 
in the revelations, and though every means 
were resorted to, and scandal and falsehood 
were published against me, the circle, and 
the cuu%0 in the public press, and the par­
ties me*\>ar members at every public meet­
ing, arid annoyed, slandered, and falsely j 
accused them, and are still doing so, yet

their efforts to overthrow the cause failed; 
and though many revelations have been pub­
lished by our circle, as revealed through me, 
which they say were false and fraudulent 
inventions by me at the time they were 
given, yet, in defiance of all their opposition 
arid falsehood, all these revelations have 
been fulfilled as far as time would allow 
them. So we heed not their accusations 
nor their opposition, neither shall we attempt 
to satisfy their morbid cariosity or their 
sceptical notions, well knowing that if they 
could have injured us or the cause they 
would have done so long since, but their 
efforts have all proved vain and fruitless. 
Still they continue to annoy and disturb our 
meetings, though they do not succeed in 
inj aring the cause. And, a3 we have shewn 
in an article in our last impression what 
their conduct has been, I  may here state 
that the men mentioned in our last article 
iri No. 5 who insulted rile in my own house 
demanding to know how I  lived, are the 
very men who have so continued to endea­
vour, with others, to break up our cause, 
and one of the nJten, Mr. G. B., who came 
to my house to prove inO an impostor, but 
proved himself one, with Mr. Humphries, 
are the very men who twelve months after 
that event, came to my house and so grossly 
insulted me, till I  threatened them with 
the police, as before shewn; but even now 
they are still degrading me, and accusing 
me of want of charity and Christian feeliug 
as shewn in our last.

Having thu3 far given my experience 4s 
a medium, and having shewn the nature of 
the enemies I  have had to deal with, I  shall 
now leave th b  subject and our enemies to 
their own reflection, still looking upon theiri 
with charity and coittpassion, knowing that, 
for their scoffs, slander, and disobedience, 
they will have to suffer according to the pro­
mises made to the oppressors and disobedi­
ent in divine revelation, and in the mean­
time, I  shall refer the reader to other por­
tions of my experience, which I  trust will 
prove of more interest and instruction.

Ever since our cause started, or rather 
ever since the Circle was founded in 1853, 
I, as the medium, becoming well known as 
such from that time till after the issue of 
the “ Book of L ife/’ in the early part of 
1858, was in the habit of asking all ques­
tions on matters of real importance for all 
inquirers from every part of the kingdom; 
hut as I  could not write myself, nor read 
my letters, othor persons connected with the 
Circle had to do it, and these persons can 
now bear testimony of the truth of what I 
am about here to state, and have kept all 
letters and correspondence by me ever since 
the cause first started up to the present 
time, as any person can see, and during the 
periods of asking these questions, such as 
obtaining the names and orders of the ce- 
letial guardian angels of different individuals 
with their future missions through life, hun­
dreds of which I no* retain proofs of, and 
it was these missions which first established 
the truth of this great cause, because at the 
head of almost every mission some beautiful 
poetic lines were revealed, which were inva­
riably extremely impressive and expressive 
on the subjects of the person's future life, 
but the most strange circumstance connect­
ed with the missions is that they always 
referred to the past lives of the individuals 
who enquired, and recalled to their 
minds the most minute circumstance of 
their past experience and in some cases 
from the earliest ages, and as these pereons 
were strangers whom I never saw, heard, or 
knew, living as far off as the Isle of Wight, 
others in Warwickshire, Leicestershire, 
Durham, and in Essex, and in many other 
parts, they all were well convinced that I 
knew nothing of their past lives; but as 
they, in many instances, were minutely de­
fined, they were struck with the facts, acid 
were compelled to believe the past, and to

put faith in what was revealed for the future 
which, in some cases, were very trifling, and 
thus, as their letters which I  now retain will 
prove, they wrote to me acknowledging the 
facts with gratitude; and as I  never made 
any charge many have sent me handsome 
presents, from one pound down to half-a­
ero wn, acknowledging at the same time that 
their past life had been more minutely de­
tailed in the mission sent, and circumstances 
mentioned in it  which they themselves had 
never divulged to any living sou l; and it 
must be understood that I  now possess these 
letters of acknowledgment, and the men who 
wrote the missions and read the letters of 
acknowledgment are now members either of 
the cause or circle, and can testify to all the 
truths referred to above, they themselves 
having had their missions revealed, and ac­
knowledged the truths of the past as refer­
red to in them, and have since proved much 
of what was revealed for the future. I  do 
not wish the public generally to believe all 
these statements on my word, but if the 
cause is worth investigating, any person is 
welcome to come to the fountain-head and 
see, read, hear, and judge for themselves, 
and they will then be convinced that divine 
revelation can never be confuted or dispro­
ved, as we shall farther shew as we proceed 
with the experience of the medium.

(To be continued.)

f m r i

—All letters intended for insertion in this 
journal, must be forwarded to the Editor by the 
Thursday morning's post immediately following 
the last date of issue, and no later: and unless 
this notice be observed, no letters can be inser­
ted in the next succeeding issae.

THE BIBLE AND ITS CORRUPTIONS TE&. 
TED BY MODERN DIVINE REVELATION.

( Continued from No, 5, Vol. 2L)

To the Editor o f the Spiritualistic Free Press and
‘General Record.

Sir,—After a careful reading of the his­
tory of the plagues of Egypt as we find it 
in the book of Exodus, it cannot fail to

■ I

strike the minds of many that the patience 
manifested by Pharoahs subjects wa3 of a 
most extraordinary character, and without 
a parallel in the history of the world, and 
it is represented that they bore with it all 
until their first-born were cut off from them, 
fornotwithstanding all the tribulations they 
had experienced, nothing appears to have 
aroused them to a sense of the necessity of 
making an effort to rid themselves of the 
cause of their misfortunes until the deaths 
of their first-born, and when indeed this 
fearful visitation overtook them, they were 
overwhelmned with grief and fear, and iu 
their agony of mind they besought the I s ­
raelites to depart without the least delay. 
But has this sudden striking down of the 
first-born of a whole kingdom been properly 
understood? has the full extent of this 
dreadful calamity been truly realized in the 
minds of bible readers ? " The first-born :
whom does the term include ? it includes 
men, women, and children of all ages: it 
may include several in one family. The 
hoary headed patriarch of a large family of 
descendants may have been a first-born; 
he is consequently cut off; his wife also 
may have been a first-born child, she dies 
also ; the eldest child or these two above 
named is also cut off, and it is possible the 
married partner may have been a first-born 
child also, and their eldest child most share 
the same fate, and if married and having a 
child, that child must also loll a victim to 
this dire plague. Now. sir. if this account 
were true, it would be dreadful to contem­
plate ; the Bower of a nation cut down in 
a night, not a house but that had one 04



more of it* inmates suddenly stricken down 
in death. B at tlu i^ ifih u o D  is also with­
out a parallel in the history o f the nations 
of the earth, an d 'it is also in opposition to 
the workion of natures lairs, and the whole 
history of these pfsgoe* is so fall c f oontn* 
dictions, absurdities, and unnatural occur­
rences, that I feelf no .be^iiatton whatever 
in  designating it as a fabulous hutory aho* 
getber, even if  I  had not the continuation 
of modern dirine revelation to assure me of 
this fact. And although the  history of the 
plagues of E gyp t has been denounced as a 
corruption, and an abom ination; yet know­
ing  that the Jew s keep their poaeover rite 
in  assumed remembrance of the fact of the 
destruction o f the  firstborn of the E gypt­
ians ; i t  was deemed best to make a  spirit­
ual inquiry on this particular point, and a 
question was asked in  this fo rm :— “ Was 
the  rite  of the*p****°*e r as now held amongst 
the  Israelites instituted a t th e  death of the 
first born of the Egyptians w? T he answer
obtained was as follows

<7§A€9timl /b fv /s iK W fr>fisbold ? we have
already condemned the  history o f the  Is ­
raelites and the Egyptians as mysterious, 
fabulous, and absurd; therefore let no notice 
be taken of the account any fu rther than 
th a t there really was such a people *

The truth of the above revelation be­
comes manifest by a careful investigation of 
the facts contained in this history, as it now 
stands recorded in the scriptures, and there 
is not in the whole bible a history more 
calculated to give a false opinion of the 
attributes and character of the God of 
heaven and earth than this vile fabrication. 
There is not a ray of goodness, mercy, or 
justice, shewn as emanating from the author 
of all that is good, just, and holy, as regards 
the treatment of Pharoah and the Egypt­
ians a t His hands; but this history from 
end, to end, only represents God in the light 
of a powerful tyrant, actiog without a dis­
play of mercy, or justice, putting in opera­
tion a power which made Pharoah subser­
vient to the divine will, and then after 
openly declaring that (the result of that 
power, or influence, would be to cause Phar­
oah to be disobedient to the coramauds of 
God, received through Moses, yet punish­
ing him and his innocent] people for an 
obstinacy which he could not avoid, or con­
trol. Is  there any thing that can be con­
ceived by the mind of man more destitute 
of mercy and justice than this ? what would 
be said of a  master who when directing his 
servant to do a thing would at the same time 
cause that servant to swallow something 
that would sleepify ?>him,£andf thus render 
him incapable of obeying the commands 
he received, and then punishing him for 
the disobedience he could not avoid ?

i

I

would not^the master be deemed tyrannical 
and unjust ? but suppose ̂ further that the 
m aster not only punished his servant for 
the presumed disobedience, but others also 
that were entirely ignorant of the m atter 
altogether, this would make the case still 
worse than before; yet in  this very light is 
the Almighty creator of the universe repre­
sented to the minds of the masses who read
the^scriptures, and hence results] tbcf con­
flicting opinions of the power and attributes 
of God, which have laid the foundation for 
the various 1>ut erroneous creeds now pre­
vailing amongst the people of Christian 
oountries.

I t  is against these corruptions, 
ious, fabulous, unnatural, and ab*=

myster- 
absurd cor­

ruptions, spreading around in all directions 
their pernicious and poisoning influences 
tha t we are concentrating our efforts. And 
not only do we thus act in  accordance with 
a  sentiment of a love of tru th  and ju s tic e ; 
but we are specially commanded to lay bare 
and expose these errors and corruptions, 
th a t they may no longer mystify God’s 
•chosen people, but th a t the lovers of tru th , 
and  righteousness, may in  all hum ility and 
reverence, with grateful hearts drink freely 
from the pure fountain, whose sparkling 
waters infuse a  new life and Energy into 
those whd partake of it, so that the swelling 
heart inky vibrate to the  jo y fu l! words of 
inspiration—

“G reat God with wonder and with praise 
W e read thy sacred words,

W hile unto thee our voices raise,
A nd hail thee Lord of Lords."

CHARLES GREGORY,
West Cowes, Isle of Wight.

{To bo continued in our next.)

T n i  D o c t r in e s  or C h r is t , or  t h e  Scrip- 
T u n a s  c o n tra sted  w it h  M o d er n  S ec t­
a r ia n  T e a c h in g s . i. .

J! 11
T# the Editor of the Spiritualistic Free Press and

General Record.

11
C hrist tells us that his second coining 

will be personal, or in, the clouds of heaven 
with power and, great glory, and! every e^e 
alwll sso him.— Mat. x i iv ;  Rev. i, 7. Mo-'

d .n i  (n c tw r ,  tell o .  t b .  i r a n id  coming of
C o n f t  wiT? not b« p frv o o it hut tp ir itu il  uo4
invisible, for v* shell not tw  him but feel 
him in oar hearts Christ tell as the wheat 
and the Ursa are to grow together until the 
harvest, mad also who the Urea and the 
wheat are. and that the reapers shall be the 
angel*. Modern teachers tell u* that all 
the lares shall become wheat, or everr sio- 
n e r become a s a in t; that wickedness will 
eome to an end for ooe thousand years be­
fore the judgm ent. In  2 The*, i. 7. 8. we 
read, the Lord Jeeoa shall he revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angel* in darning 
fire, taking vengeance on them  that know 
not God and obey not the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. B ut modern teachers tell u* that 
before C hrist comes to judgm ent, righteous­
ness will cover the earth  as the waters cover 
the sea, and that there will be none on whom 
C hrist will take vengeance when he comes. 
C hrist tells us that bis kingdom is not of 
this world, nor from henceforth ; (that is to 
say, not of this w orlds rule). Modern
teacher* t«U us th a t  C hri*t did se t up
bis kingdom in the days of his flesh, and 
that it is now in their hearts; but how do 
they prove it to us. Surely not by the 
charity that never faileth, nor by the gifts 
of the spirit as the apostles did. Christ 
tells us we are to know when his coming 
and kingdom is nigh, even at the door, by 
the sigus be has given us in his word.— 
Luke xxi 25 to 31, and modern divine reve­
lation corroborates the same, and bids us 
watch the course of events of nations, and 
make our houses our churches and be a peo­
ple prepared for his coming. But modern 
teachers tells us that we are not to know 
anything about the time of his coming and 
kingdom until the event itself takes place. 
In  Thes. i, 3, 4, Paul tells us that the day 
of the Lord will not overtake God’s people 
as. a thief, for they are all children of the 
light and children of the day, and modern 
revelation says the sam e; but the general 
sectarians say that the day of the Lord will 
come as a  thief upon all men, both the 
righteous aud the wicked, thus contradicting 
both Paul and modern revelation. Christ 
and David tells us that the meek shall inhe­
rit the earth after the wicked are all cut off, 
and burned up root and branch; and the 
same event is referred to by P eter i, 3 to 10, 
in which the new earth is mentioned, but 
we are told by the churches of the different 
sects, that the saints do now inherit the 
earth, and that the promise in the 37th 
Psalm, where the meek is promised the in­
heritance of the land, and in Matthew 5 th, 
where the meek is promised to inherit the 
earth, has reference to another world.. Da­
niel tells us that the kingdom and dominion 
and the greatness of the  kingdom under 
the whole heaven (not above or in it, but 
under it) shall be given to the saints of the 
M ost H igh, and it  shall be an everlasting 
kingdom and they shall possess i t  for ever. 
— Dan. vii. 18, 27. The God of heaven 
shall set up a  kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed. This kingdom shall not be 
left to other people, but i t  shall break in 
pieces, and consume all other kingdoms, and 
i t  shall stand for ever: and modern revela-

r*iber a te rro r; therefor© we ought to he 
ui^ot and say nothing to each other on that 
subject. Peter telle u* that we do well to 
take heed to tb© euro vord of prophecy, as

a©

onto a light that shiueth in a dark place, 
until the dar dawn.— 2 Pet, i. 1 V*. Modern

tion states th a t in  the reign of Christ in his 
kingdom, there shall be births, marriages, 
and deaths, bu t not as the births, marriages 
and deaths before the change.... Marriages 
shall be heavenly bonds, the words of the 
contracting parties being given without cer 
remony to the chief ruler of the church 
without fees, will be established, and births 
will be ties of affection, and deaths will be
unregretted, as all will know of the coming 
change. A nd the law of merchandise from 
laud to land will no longer exist, but the 
earth  shall be permitted a free production 
without tax or tribute. Then will children
honor and obey their parents : then will the 
gifts which the apostles had, have been 
again bestowed upon the true disciples of 
Christ, and acknowledged. Then will bigo­
try and prejudice be dispersed, and the an­
gels of God, the celestial messengers of his 
grace to this our earth, be opened, and the 
two worlds become united, and they will 
walk and talk with man, and give consola­
tion and comfort to the mortal generations 
of mankind. Then will the universal 
Church of Christ be established, and the 
world be a  paradise henceforth and for ever. 
B ut many of our modem teachers tpll us 
tha t this day is a  great way off,; a t least 100,0 
years, probably 365,000 yqars; , but a  few 
I  find whose eyes are opening by the signs 
of the tim es; And i t  will be chiefly .those 
whose >eye8 are opening by the signs of the 
times, and i t  will be chiefly these who will 
soon see th a t revelation is again restored, 
and the scriptures a te  being fulfilled, in
which the angels are to gather the elect Ac. 
We are told also to comfort one another with
the promises of Christ’s ' .second coming so 
much the more as we see the day approach­
ing. The sectarians say there is no comfort 
or consolations in  such contemplations, but

teacher* tell us that the prophecies ere dark 
mysterious, aud we ought not to »iudj 

them  le*t we get wiser than our teachers, 
Paul tells us that all at ripture given by in 
spiration of God is profitable for ducirioe. 
for reproof, for eorection, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the tnan of God may be 
thoroughly furnished uuto all good work.—
2 Tim. iii. 10. 17. Modern teacher* tell 
us that many part* of scripture cannot be 
understood, nor i* it of any profit to us if 
i t  could Ue understood. Therefor© we must 
content ourselve* in our ignorance, aud 
tru st to what our teacher* tell us. To which 
1 say, we have long enough trusted to what 
our teacher* have told us ; we may trust to 
our teacher* till it is too late, for they are still 
crying peace when sudden destruction is
about to buret forth ; and I feel assured 
that if our reader* will but study divine re­
velation, and watch the course of events as 
we are told to do, they will soou arrive at a 
conclusion that the present teachers in the 
different churches ara blind watchmen aud 
dumb dogs, that neither see the duuger 
coming uor would they bark if they saw it 
comiug, because their salary it at stake. 
They are too greedy of gain—they are too 
much taken up with this world’s goods. We 
have only to open our eyes, and it will very 
much appear as though many wanted to go 
to heaven by riches and splendour, steam 
engines and spinning jennies; but these 
things are about to take to themselves wings 
and fiy away, and all the earth is soon to be 
equally enjoyed by all God’s sons and daugh­
ters. W bat a glorious time to anticipate 
when all the people of the earth will be of 
one heart and soul, striving for the good of 
each other, then all will feel they are the bro­
thers and sisters of God’s universal family; 
then there will be no distinction or divisions 
of sects aud creeds; thon Christ himself 
will be subject unto the Father, and God be 
all in all, as spoken by the apostle and sanc­
tioned by modern divine revelation; then 
all worldly, kingly power and priestly despo­
tism, shall be no more, aud Christ alone 
•hall be King for ever.

ply as a suggestion to tho** %v 
afford to do so. and such me***, \ 
ii conveys. Trusting that the** 
will pardon this digression ***» n? 
in hand, os continued from oUr \ ,

We, as members of the 
tion. are frequently charged vfjth j  y ^  
prayer, except those used *t» our 
for worship, this 1 beg to c o m r ,^ ^ ’ 
is no wbero condemned in any 0f
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hut on the conirarr, the “ \V
sag* tells all to -  watch and ^  
aud day, for strength and fevuf tfci & 
The prayer* we do not believe in 
that Christ condemned. *i*., 
on purpose to be heard by men, 
conspicious places, such as the Vor >t 
the streets, or in the synagogue * 
often have we heard similar prayers ^  
day. yea, the words studied W, ***
like a sermon, and partake far tat*
exhortation, than supplication, how * 
in those long prayers do we hear (j
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real blessing being asked for, and r
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Near Belper, Derbyshire,
J. H itchcock,

To the Editor o f the Spiritualistic Free Pres* and
General Record

Sir,— In Hill unication to theiy last co
1 Free Press,* it  appears I  was too plain for 
one of our members, and for being so point­
ed, received a rebuke, but I  do not feel at 
present that I  have erred in that respect, 
but was entirely misunderstood, and I  still 
think that the passage cannot possibly be 
construed into the sense in which that in­
dividual understood it. But lest any other 
of our members should likewise misunder­
stand me, I  will endeavour to shew that I  
was not in any way casting any blame upon 
apy person, but simply pointed out a plan 
whereby we could benefit our fellow men, 
without any material disadvantage to our­
selves. And when we consider the pledge 
we have signed, and the commands we have 
received from time to time, that no honour­
able means should be left untried to warn

l  in theirthe people, and even to visit them 
houses, I  cannot think that we are exceed-

* i I

ing our duty, by even asking persons to 
read our works: I  have asked many per 
sons to read them, but do not remember 
any except one individual who refused to 
read them ; it was said that I  implied, in 
the article named, that our members would 
not lend their works, an d ’it was further 
stated that it was not our duty to ask per­
sons to read, or offer to lend them our 
works, but it was their duty to ask us for 
them. The first objection I  make to this, 
is that many persons dp not know that 
possess such works, unless we tell them, 
and many persons to whom we endeavour 

1 to introduce the subject, and objects of the 
Great Organization, do not feel themselves 
justified iu asking the loan of a  book, but 
when the offer is made, but few would re­
fuse it, and many would gladly accept it. 
T he portion objected to, reads thus— “ and 
if those of our members who can afford to1

• * i i •

lend the works to their neighbours, and 
friends, and give them the liberty to lend 
, them 'to others, say the “ Warning Message 
for a  fortnight, the “  Book of Life," and 
“ Scriptural Magazine," for a  week each 
work, they would have the pleasure of find­
ing in a short space of time that the works 
had reached where our members would

IV

least anticipate, and much good | would re­
su lt to the cause thereby, Ac." . J  cannot 
conceive how the above passage cofld offend 
any one, or be deemed uncharitable towards 
any of o u r members, i t  was intended sim*

guage often absurd and ridieuloDj
addressed to our maker nod k
Christ taught us a beautiful lesson J " *  
subject, by shewing what kind of J 1* 
was roost acceptable to God, and tlm uf5 
was not acceptable, as in the case of ^ 
Publican and the Pharisee—the 
so called in scripture, means a tax

¥ U

|NU
er, aud at that time it roust he remeiS 
ed the Jews paid tribute, or tax, to a
power, and the men who collected iki* ?14\were despised above all men by the Jttl 
but though despised by man, yet his ^  
ble prayer was heard, God be merciful  ̂
me a sinner; but the Phariseeltoo ^  
like the sectarian of our day, believed b 
was better than others, and thanked Gol 
he was not like other men. but though 
himself something better than the hunfc 
publican, forgetting that God looks at th 
heart, and not at the eloquence of the pr&i. 
er. And if they who condemn ua, aij 
falsify us, would read the two first verses of 
Montgomery’s hymn, so often 6ungby then- 
they would find a beautiful definition i 
prayer, which I  here give—

Sr.*"*1
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“Prayer is the^soul’s sincere desire,” 
Uttered, or unexpressed;

The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear;

The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near.
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Nowjif those who put such faith in the
guidedoffering of long prayers, would be 

by the teachings of Christ, and his faithful 
followers, and not ask for so many useless 
things, yea, I  may say ridiculous things, as 
shewn in the former part of this article; It 
would be far better for them, and societr
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in general, for the name of God is often 
used withoutk.reverence, aud thus partakes 
of blasphemy; I  wish not to condemn sim­
plicity of language, but cannot sanction or 
recommend any person to use any thing 
but language suitable for a creature to ad­
dress to his Creator: and thus we believe

v
a
e

I
I

i t  is right to^pray to God at any time, or 
in-any place, when we feel that we are io 
want of any blessing, or feel ourselves in 
any danger, and not set apart one day of 
the week only for prayer, but to worship 
God on every day; and we further believe 
that God will hear our prayers as well in 
the humblest cot, as in the mansions, or in 
the structures reared by human pride, and 
wherever two or three are gathered together 
in His name, th*re will He be in the midst 
of them ; and we further declare that it is 
the duty of every man to make his house 
his church, and thus be a people prepared 
for the coming of Christ. And the first of 
a series*of rules, and commandments, re­
vealed from heaven, through the angel of 
the Lord, commands us to “ fear God, ami

i ferveutlyHim truly, pray to . Him 
• through Christ, the Redeemer of the world, 
that the light of His holy spirit may come 
upon you.” The fourth command teaches 
us to “ pray for our enemies, that their 
transgressions may be forgiven them, and 

' with due^sincerity of he$,rt, the Lord will 
hear our prayers;"  and thus it will be seen 
that we are taught to believe, not only in 

- prayer being necessary, but also to expect 
that our prayers will be answered, when we 
ask as we ought; this then is instruction 

; given for the guide of the Great Organize 
tion,fand another^ series of instruction ad* 
dressed to all the human race, irrespective 
of class, grade, or station, reads thus—seek 
not the injury of those who have injured 
you, but pray for their forgiveness to Him 
who "created all things, and thou wilt re* 
ceive a  heavenly reward. True, at out 
meetings for worship in our houses, extern* 
pore prayers' are prohibited,’ and prayers 
suitable for the time, and circumstances 
under which we liveware revealed to us for
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other Jaws coerce the people to sub­
mit to these wrongs. This revela­
tion declares that no man can save 
riches and be honest. God created 
the earth and seas with their pro­
duction, that all men mighty enjoy 
them with freedom and equality; 
and for one person to possess wealth 
while others are starving is a sin 
against the Creator. He declares 
through his angels that this law, 
with its evils, shall be abolished.

BRITISH CIVILIZATION,OB ENGLISH CHRIS- 
TIANITT—HOW THE POOR ARE TREAT­
ED AND HOW THEY ABE LEFT TO PERISH  
AND DIE, SURROUNDED BY PROFESSED 
CHRISTIAN MINISTERS, AND DWELLING 
IN A LAND OF BIBLES AND PROFESSED 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

TV the E ditor the Spiritualistic Tree Press and
General Record.

This revelation plainly shews why 
thisp law was instituted, and the 
many disadvantages experienced by 
the poor resulting therefrom; who 
although they are compelled to sub- 

it  to the laws of the kingdom, are 
not permitted to share in their for­
mation. Hence, one class makes 
the laws and enjoys their results, 
while the other class cannot have 
law without payment, nor justice at 
any price; though it may appear 
just, where any law is called into 
requisition ; yet, if analized, it will 
be found oppressive in some mea­
sure. So it is with everything which 
has oppression for its foundation, 
and this particular law, though to 
a worldly mind it appears rightful, 
if  we examine it spiritually and 
charitably it is not just. Still the 
little tradesmen are not to be re­
garded as causing the evils; nor, 
in fact, do the most wealthy cause

* W

i t ; for both have been taught in the 
school of experience, ami from early 
tuition have imbibed a liking for 
comforts, and have resolved to ad­
here to secular advice, and to hold 
fast to that which is good, and do 
not feel disposed at present to alter 
their opinion or intention; nor can 
they be blamed, so far as concerns 
worldly consideration. Still, if  our 
clergy and rulers would adhere to 
their own doctrines, and show forth 
a feeling of charity, this universal 
feeling would speedily follow, and 
want and misery would quickly dis­
appear. The spirits declare, that 
however opposed the wealthy class­
es may he to these principles, the 
time is eoming when every evil shall 
he removed, and all which is an 
abomination to God shall perish, 
and mankind shall henceforth enjoy 
the fruits of the earth in freedom, 
dwelling in charity with each other, 
and acknowledging all God’s crea­
tures as one family, whose study 
will be harmony. As this revela­
tion has given such plain assertions 
in explanation of its nature and 
results, no further remarks are 
necessary respecting it.

The above extracts are taken fro 
the “ Warning Message, with re­
marks written thereon, and the re­
velation combined, are sufficient in  
‘themselves to convince every honest 
candid-minded person of the truth­
fulness of the language contained 
in them ; and therefore we find that 
no further remarks are necessary; 
and trusting that all persons who 
may read this article will see its 
justice, and acknowledge its truth, 
and hail the happy time when such 
things will no longer exist, but will 
with all other evils be overthrown, 
and the chosen people of God who 
have been faithful to thera pledges, I 
will then enjoy all the blessings of 

'the great millenium era, in which 
they will labour forlbach other in 
hatmony and love, unity and peace, 
Worshipping but one God, and be­
longing to o f t*  universal church; 
singing the some praises, and serv­

in g  but bj® King, who is Christ
the Redeemer, and of whose king­
dom thereEhall be no end. 4; '

J. G. H . B rown, E d .

4-

Sir,—Allow me to forward to you for 
insertion, if space will admit, a paragraph 
extracted from a local paper, and in which 
may be seen how the poor, aged, and infirm, 
are oppressed in th s boasted land of Chris­
tian liberty and freedom; where bibles are 
spread broad-cast on every hand, and where 
professed Christian ministers are as thickly 
strued as pigeons in a dovecot, and where 
charity is as loudly boasted of, that one 
would think there was no poverty; but to 
allay these boastings, and shew up the true 
state of things, as they exist between the
rich and the poor, let the following para­
graph be read.

“ Sir,— ‘Truth is strange, stranger than 
fiction/ so says B yron; and if we examine 
the events which are constantly taking place, 
we shall be struck with the justness of his 
aphorism. The foUowing are true state­
ments of facts which have taken place in this 
village, and of which the public may judge 
for themselves.

A few months ago a labourer named John 
Johnson died m the seventyseventh year of 
his age, and his death occurred under the 
foUowing circum stancesSom e months be­
fore his death the old man was taken ill, and 
rendered incapable of work, and was conse­
quently obliged to ask for parochial assis­
tance, which, after considerable delay, was 
granted. Turing the time he received it, 
he often complained of its inadequacy to 
support him, and said he should begin to 
work again when he got better. A few 
weeks afterwards he began to work, but was 
compelled, by returning illness, to desist, 
and being refused out-door relief, was com­
pelled to go to the workhouse. He remain­
ed there but three weeks, and came out and 
lay a day and two nights in a hovel among 
straw. He was discovered half dead by two 
persons of the village, and was removed to 
his home, which had been locked up during 
his stay in the workhouse, but he gradually 
grew worse and died a few days afterwards. 
He told his son who attended on him, that 
he left the workhouse because be had not 
sufficient food, and was insulted by the in­
mates, and be wanted to see his friends and 
old home again.

A case similar to the above nearly took 
place last week. An old man sixty-eight 
years old, had been sent to the workhouse 
in the beginning of the winter. He went in 
looking well and healthy, but he came out 
ghastly and emaciated. He had been sub­
mitted to a slow process of murder, and came 
out to prevent the consummation. He had 
been confined in a hot room, with a number 
of other old men for eight or ten hours each 
day picking oakum. This treatment and 
being pined to death, has nearly completed 
the desired effect. When the old man, after 
six or seven hours toil, reached home, no one 
woald find him a bed for the night, or assist 
him, though he applied to the overseer, and 
several other persons, and he would, in all 
probability, have been compelled to sleep in 
a hovel, and thus probably have shared the 
fate of the other old man, had not a stranger 
seen him, and paid for his lodgings at an 
inn. Yet strange to say, this same village 
of about two hundred souls can boast of six 
ministers, and consequently, the amount of 
psalm singing and pions twaddle is enor­
mous. In some savage countries, when the 
natives grow old and incapable of being use­
ful, they are left by their tribe and friends to 
perish in the woods, or to be devoured by 
wild beasts. But in England, our highly 
favoured land, where bibles and ministers 
are as plentiful as blackberries, a more cruel 
and refined system of barbarity is practiced. 
When its poor are grown old and useless, 
they are torn from their friends and home, 
with its associations to pass the remnant of 
their existence among strangers, to be in­
sulted, half starved, or perhaps fed on car­
rion and offal. The farm labourer, who has 
been used to fresh air and exercise ail his 
life, is at last dragged to a union and com­
pelled to work at an employment the very 
opposite to which he has been used to all 
his life. The tenor of his life is broken in 
his old age; and likfe an old tree transplant­
ed into a strange soil, he droops and dies 
with the change. ,

I  should like to know what is done with 
the money earned at picking oakum by the 
very hearts blood of those old men, and who 
has the fingering of it. I f  only half of the 
shocking treatment to the inmates of that 
workhouse be true, it equals that of the 
French ba stile in cruelty. * What is the use 
of those guardians, who treat with contempt,

• •

or will scarcely listen tb the complaints of 
those persons who have the courage to make 
them f  I understand perfectly well how it 
is with some of those guardians. The less 
expense, the less consumption of food, the 
more the inmates are oppressed and made to 
work, the better it will suit them. Con­
science, now a days, dwells more in the 
breeches pocket than in the bosom.

We want a change in the world. We 
want less of turning up the eyes to heaven, 
and more turning them down to observe the 
woes of our fellow-men j less spiritual cant, 
and more genuine piety; less talking of 
miseries, and more efforts to relieve them. 
The rich sit by a large fire in winter, and 
cannot imagine how the poor can feel cold; 
they live sumptuously, and forget that thou­
sands around them are starving. They read 
the florid accounts by missionaries of nig­
gers and cannibals, and give money to con­
vert and clothe them, while our own poor 
are left to pine for bread. Why is it so ? 
Is it because, in the one instance, their char­
ity is ostentatiously displayed on the sub­
scription list, aud iu the other it passes un­
noticed. Let us hope that there are brighter 
days in the future for the aged poor. That, 
instead of being subjected to the horrors of 
a workhouse, they will be allowed to retain 
tbeir humble home, and be supplied with 
the few required necessaries of life, and thus 
have a chance of passing their last days in 
happiness and peace.

I  am, sir, yours truly,

nance meetings, so long as ^ .
article is in strict accordance w j 
divine revelation, carefully keep̂  
all the objects and results 0f 3. • • 1 UM$a?

H umanitas.
Broughton Sulney, 
April 15th, 1861.

To the Members and F riends of 
the G reat Organization.

glorious cause m view; and befo 
such article is publicly read at 
ordinance meeting let it be 
ted to the consideration of a pj' 
of the members in the 
where such article is to be read,T*. 
if any doubt exists in their njjJ 
that the article is not in strict u 
cordance with revelation, or tW' 
clashes with any of the principjU 
of the cause, and they cannot de  ̂
it, let such article be submitted i- 
the test of divine revelation, whij 
would sanction or reject it as a, 
case might be; and as ours i9 
great cause, too much caution can
not be observed as to the man̂  
by which the ordinance meeting 
are conducted, and too mucked 
cannot be observed as to the mai. 
ter read at such meetings, when 
such matter is not a selection 
some of the works; for the explain, 
ing or interpretation of divine re?, 
elation according to the ideas o! 
men is not good in the sight of God 
for the interpretations of man are 
from the human mind or imagine 
tion, and scarce any two thorough]? 
understand them alike, or woulj 
place the same interpretation upon 
the one passage. Therefore, t

As much has been revealed, writ- separate people giving different &
•  /  I i a  m •  ■ .1

terpretations, wrong construction! 
are liable to be spread abroad as k 
the meaning of the revelations, fa 
they are so revealed that they can­
not be fully understood until tiiej 
are fulfilled. This we have proved 
both on public and private matters 
in numerous instances. Therefore, 
divine revelation directs that event

ember or believer should read tk

ten, and spread abroad amongst the 
members, instructing them how 
their ordinance meetings in houses 
should be conducted, declaring that 
the revealed ordinance, hymns, and 
passages from the works of the 
Great Organization would in all ca­
ses be sufficient for a divine ordi­
nance meeting for worship in the 
houses, and that extemporary speak­
ing or prayer should not be permit- revelations as they stand> m]:
ted at sueh meetings amongst the andwafcch t h e  P r o S r e s s  o f  events

‘ ■ ■ and they may rest assured that they
will see every revelation literally
fulfilled, though not according to
their anticipations; and these are
facts which we can prove, and even
other person who has had revela*
tion on private matters can do the
same. And. trusting that all oar

embers will see, understand aud

embers of the Great Organization, 
for it is extemporary speaking and 
prayer which has caused the many 
dissenting forms of religion which 
now exist; for persons who speak 
or praise extemporally speak and 
preach their own ideas and remarks 
founded on their own imagination;
and all such persons have different . . . ,
ideas and express them accordingly, observe the truth and justice of t e
and thus, through these conflicting above remarks which are gleaned
doctrines which are So taught, con- from dlIme revelation, both at the
tention, with brawling discussions, °nset of °ur cause aad at 8 receD 
frequently occur, and people leave da ê> so peace, harmony, at
one sect, thinking to have theip 
ideas better suited in another. But 
the members of the Great Organi­
zation have a revealed code of or­
dinance for their guide, so that all 
who can read can offer the same 
prayers and exhortations, and sing 
the same praises; and these pray­
ers and exhortations express nearly 
all the wants which feeble humanity 
require, and which with the extracts 
from other works, are sufficient to 
form a service of an hour and a 
quarter’s length, so that, by attend­
ing to these directions, all extem­
porary speaking and clashing of 
principles by so doing, are done 
away with; so that the members 
have no necessity to go to this place 
or that for the sake of eloquent 
speech or delivery, thereby worship­
ping man instead of God. Such 
practises divine revelation has re­
peatedly and strictly forbidden, and 
those persons, though members, 
who will not adhere to the revela­
tions which forbids such praotises 
cannot be considered or looked up* 
on as faithful members. Any mem­
ber is at liberty and it is his duty to 
write am article to be read at ordi-

love may exist amongst the 
As the above is my duty, I sub' 

scribe myself,
fi J. G. H. Brown, Medium-

Great Alfred Street, Notlm.
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