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F o r  th e  S p iritu a lis t  a t  W o rk .

T H E  REV. PURITY’S CHURCH.

BY MRS. MARY J .  BILLINGS.

T h e  R e v . P u r ity * s  c h u rc h , o v e r  th e  w a y ,

A  p la c e  fo r  s a v in g  so u ls, th e y  s a y .

T o  g iv e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  go 

T o  th is  c h u rc h , to  w o rsh ip  a n d  m a k e  a  f in e  show , 

I s  th e  b u sin e ss  o f  m y  m u se  j u s t  uow .

T o  te ll  y o u  a b o u t  th e m —w h e n , w h e re , a n d  h o w , 

T h e s e  p e o p le , in  s ilk s , b r o a d c lo th , a n d  la c e s ,

D e a l  in  C h ris t ia n ity , w ith  lo n g -d ra w n  faces.

T h i s  e le g a n t c h u rc h  is  a  c ro w d e d  m a rt,

M illin e ry  a n d  d r y  g o o d s h a v e  be c o m e  a  fine a r t ,  

W ith  i ts  m em b e rs , w h o , on  S u n d a y  d isp la y  

T h e  c o s tlie s t  o f  ra im e n t, in  p u rp le  a n d  g r a y . 

M o n e y b a g s , w ith  h is  c h in  on  h is  g o ld -h e a d e d  c a n e , 

C a s ts  a  s ly  lo o k  a t  t h e  W id o w  G o ld c h a in  ;

H a r d  c a s h , w ith  h is  d a u g h te r , in  th e  f ro n t pew , 

L o o k  o v e r  w ith  e n v y  a t  D a m e  M o n e y sc re w .

P u r i ty ,  th e  p a rs o n , in  b ro a d c lo th  a n d  fine lin e n , 

G e ts  u p  a n d  te lls  u s  h o w  w e h a v e  b e e n  s in n in g . 

u  E a s ie r  i t  is  for a  c a m e l to  g o  th ro u g h  th e  e y e  o f  a

4 1  n e e d l e ,  ,  *

T h a n  a  r ic h  m an  to  e n te r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,”  

I s  h is  te x t ,  a n d  h e  g o e s on  to  s a y , t h a t  

S t r a ig h t  is  th e  p a th ,  a n d  n a rro w  th e  w a y  

T h a t  le a d s  to  g lo ry , w h e re  a  g o ld e n  cro w n  

A w a its  t h e  h e a d  o f  th e  lo w ly  c a s t  d o w n .

L o o k  a ro u n d  u p o n  t h a t  a s se m b ly  so  v a s t.

A n d  se e  i f  o n e  h e a d  in  t h a t  m o u ld  is  c a s t !

S h o u ld  J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e th , b o rn  in  a  m a n g e r .

W a lk  in to  t h a t  c h u r c h ,  H e  w o u ld  b e  lo o k ed  o n  a  

s t r a n g e r ;

H is  f ish e rm e n  fo llo w ers, th e  s e x to n  w o u ld  s c a n , 

N o t  a  pe w  w o u ld  h e  o p e n  fo r  t h a t  h o ly  c la n  

O f  w h o m  P u r i t y  p re a c h e s , a n d  te lls  u s  to  w a it  

W ith  p a tie n c e , a n d  follow  in  a t  th e  r ig h t  g a te .

W ill  th e  P ie tjr ’s  o f  t h a t  c h u rc h , w ith  lo n g  faces, 

E n t e r  in  a t  t h e  r ig h t  g a te ,  in  t h e i r  s ilk s  a n d  la c e s  ? 

I f  n o t ! w h a t  w ill re c o m m e n d  th e m  to  J e s u s , th e  

M a s te r ,

W h o m  o n  S u n d a y  th e y  t r y  so  h a r d  to  follow  a f te r  ? 

D o  th e y  rem e m b e r th is  t e x t ; now  lis te n  a n d  se e ,

“  A s  y o u  d o  to  th e  le a s t  o f  th e s e , y e  d o  u n to  m e  ”  ? 

T h e  p o o r ra g g e d  b o y  s ta n d in g  a t  th e  c h u rc h  d o o r, 

G e ts  a  frow n a n d  a  p u s h , b u t  h e  g e ts  n o th in g  m o re .

T h e  s to r y  I  a m  te l l in g  is  a l l  o f  i t  t r u e ,

I  saw  th e  p o o r  b e g g a r  b o y  tu r n  u n to  y o u  ;

T h e  a n s w e r y o u  g a v e  a s  h e  s to o d  on  th e  c o ld  s to n e . 

M a d e  h im  w e e p  b i t te r  te a r s , a n d  th e y  d r o p p e d , o n e  

b y  o n e .

A n d  h e  s a id , “  I t  is  n o t  fo r  m e s e lf  I 'd  b e  b eg g in g , 

I ’m  s u re , •

B u t fo r  m e s ic k  m o th e r , w h o  la y s  o n  th e  floor ;

S h e  h a s  a  fev e r, y o u r  h o n o r , t h e  d o c to r  s a y s  so.

I  a m  a fr a id  s h e  w ill d ie , a n d  a w a y  from  m e g o .”

M rs . P ie ty , d o n e  u p  in  s ilk s  a n d  fine lac e s.

D id  y o u  e v e r  s e r  fo o t in to  a n y  s u c h  p lac e s  ?

V is it  th e  p o o r, l ik e  th e  M a s te r  y o u  a re  s e rv in g  ?

I  te ll  y o u , fine la d y , th e r e  a r e  m a n y  d e se rv in g . 

F ollow  th e  p o o r  rag g e d  b o y  t i l l  y o u  re a c h  h is  d o o r. 

Y ou  w ill find  a n  a n g e l h a s  b e e n  th e r e  b efo re . 

R e le a s e d  th e  su fferer fro m  h u n g e r  a n d  c o ld ,

W h ile  y o u  s a t  in  c h u r c h ,  c lo th e d  in  p u rp le  a n d  

g o ld .

Y o u r  w a sh e rw o m an , y o u  s a y , a n d  i t  c a n ’t  b e  e x ­

p e c te d .

T h a t  y o u  w o u ld  g o  th e r e , w h e n  s h e  h a s  b e e n  re­

je c te d

O n  th e  c h u rc h  c h a r i ty  b o o k s, a n d  e v e n  M r. P u r i ty ,  

A s  g o o d  a  m a n  a s  y o u  w ill fin d  in  f u tu r ity .

S a y s  s h e  co m es n o t u n d e r  h is  c h u rc h  c h a r i ty  r o ll . 

A n d  h e  c o u ld  n o t  be e x p e c te d  to  ta k e  in  th e  w hole  

O f  th e  p o o r, w h o  h a p p e n  to  liv e  in  h is  p a ris h , 

A n d  le a s t  o f  a l l ,  t h a t  o ld  M rs . H a r r is .

M y s to ry  is  to ld , a n d  1  a m  n e a rly  d o n e .

I s  th e r e  C h ris t ia n  c h a r i ty  u n d e r  th e  s u n  ?

N o t  in  P u r ity ’s  c h u rc h  w ill y o u  find  i t .

T o  th e  po o r m a n 's  h o u s e , i f  y o u  d o n ’t  m in d  i t. 

W h e re  th e y  h a v e  to  sc rim p  to  fill o n e  m o u th  m o re, 

I  sa w  th e  p o o r b e g g a r  b o y  s it  o n  th e  floor ;

A n d  1 s a id  to  m y se lf, th e  p o o r  d o  th e  w ork 

T h a t  o u g h t to  be d o n e  in  r ic h  P u r i t y ’s  c h u rc h *

A g a in  I  sa id  to  m yself, w ho w ould ch a n g e  p laces 

W ith  o ld  D a m e  P ie ty , fo r h e r  g o ld  a n d  lac e s  ?

I  w ould  r a th e r  be p o o r,— c a re  fo r th e  boy of M rs. 

H a rr is ,

T h a n  w e a r  a ll th e  silks t h a t  e v e r  cam e from  P a r is  

A n d  th is  d o  I  a s k  from  th e  G iver o f  a ll good,

L e t m e w a lk  in  th e  w a y  t h a t  I  sh o u ld ,

K e e p  m alice  a n d  e n v y  a w a y  from  m y h e a rt,

A n d  in  life’s  ru g g ed  b a tt le s  le t  m e b e a r  m y p a rt . 

C h ic a g o , S e p t, i ,  1875.

F o r  th e  S p iritu a lis t  a t  W o rk .

A  TALE OF LIFE j
OR,

TH E  BROKER AND H IS VICTIMS.

“  E a c h  w o rd  w e s p e a k , e a c h  th o u g h t w e w rite , 

T h r o u g h  fu tu re  a g e s  w ings its  w a y  ;

F o r  w e a l o r  w oe, i t  ta k e s  its  flig h t,

E n w ra p s  w ith  g loom  o r  s h e d s  i ts  r a y .”

“  I  s p e a k  n o t  th is  to  c o n d e m n  y o u , fo r  I  h a v e  said  

b e fo re  t h a t  y e  a re  in  o u r  h e a r ts , to  d ie  a n d  liv e  w ith  

y o u .”

CHAPTER H I.- 4
There are few experiences in the Earth life 

so pregnant with anguish and despair, as the 

lessons of sudden poverty and unexpected fail­

ure ; man in his individual capacity can bear 

up with a stern resolution against the torture 

of the hour, but when he sees those he loves 

torn with agony and fear, his own stoicism is 

apt to give way, and it requires more than an 

ordinary strength to restrain his passions from 

conquering his self-control.

It would be idle in me to deny the full weight 

of the reaction that set in when I was fully 

convinced of the artifice practiced upon me, 

and found myself powerless to arrest the effect. 

I cursed with bitterness the author of my ruin, 

and had he appeared at that moment in my 

presence, the result might have been fatal. I 

retired to my private room to see if I could 

calm my agitated mind, and devise some plan 

to provide for the morrow. I knew that it was 

only a question of a few hours, our continuing 

in our home, for the instant my name was giv­

en to the world as a penniless man, every be­

ing my family owed a cent to would be down 

upon me, and I might be incarcerated for debt, 

as the conscience of creditors is apt to be very 

convenient, if they fancy that a squeeze can 

prove effective, the sacredness of an oath1 is 
seldom regarded in such an hour as a crime, if 

it can produce a profit; a falsehood is not more 

dangerous with an oath than it is as a conver­

sational utterance, the crime is the same, and 
eternal justice can make no distinction be­

tween them, the principle is the same, a devia­
tion from truth and purity, and purification by 

personal atonement must ensue. It is crimi­
nally foolish to suppose that a Jesus' purity 
could obliterate, or an angel's tear efface a rec­
ord of deviation from rectitude; such an idea 

would tarnish justice and be an everlasting 
proof that equity did not distinguish the Cre­
ator. Let the human race sternly reject ev­

ery sophistic theory that proclaims oblitera­
tion as forgiveness, or mercy as an infringer 
of rectitude. There can be no deviation 
that can escape the penalty of accountability, 
or any forgiveness that can excuse a crime, or 
conceal it from punishment. Theologians may 
preach, throughout their mundane career, all 
that ingenuity can devise, to smooth the life 

issues of man, and persuade him that there is 
a mantle to hide his errors and a sacrifice to

atone for his crimes, but they cannot prove 
either declaration;  their assertion is only a 

constructive inference upon words that are un­
substantiated as proclamations, and are void 
of that purity that demonstrates the dealings 
of the Infinite with man.

Of all earthly crimes that men can commit 

against each other, the greatest is that of slan­

der upon God’s laws, by proclaiming as an ev­
erlasting truth a declaration of atonement 

through another’s righteousness ; there exists 
no authority in nature for such an idea, and 

nature, through the mysterious workings of her 

/aw, is unfolding creation aright. She never 

swerves in her pathway, or permits man to de­

viate without admonishing him, through pain, 

of his error; for he is Nature’s child, and nev­

er can rise above her, consequently, for man to 

imagine, much less proclaim, a special path­
way as a hiding-place, by constructive argu­
mentation^- is a libel against .his Creator, far 

more revolting and dangerous to the priest 

than any deviation that man exercises towards 

his fellow. Therefore, I  say to you in all so­

lemnity, reject every theory that places mercy 

and special consideration as a refuge for crime. 

God's justice is too pure for man to describe, 

his equity too bright to be obliterated or con­

cealed by a special favoritism.

The time is drawing nigh when revolutions 

and convulsions will arise among you again, 

based in religious fanaticism, men striving 

against nature, and secretly endeavoring to 

subvert her laws, by observances of forms and 

ceremonial rites, having personal aggrandise­

ments alone in view; the disputations of the 

past will be re-opened, and much acrimony 

will be displayed. Under the assertion of serv­

ing God, men do and will serve themselves by 

trampling upon their fellows, and proclaiming 

their injustice to each other, obedience to God’s 

laws, thus reviving the blind hypocrisy of the 

past, and deluging the land with crime, argu­

mentation, delusion, and bigoted ignorance. 

The phenomena of Spiritualism will increase, 

and infants in age will astound those fanatics, 

by remarkable eloquence and knowledge, so 
that the white-haired priest, who for years had 

bowed to his church’s theories, will tremble at 

the declarations and exposures. Age will be 

confounded by youth, and denounced by child­

ren, so that the present cry of combined trick­

ery and delusion, as proclaimed against Spirit­

ualism, will be rejected forever; the gray-head- 

ed hypocrite will own his faults when his infant 

child shall expose the secret actions of years, 

and lay before him the record of his life.
It is vain for man to strive with his Maker, 

he has been formed for obedience to the laws 
of God, as established by nature, and obedient 

he has t9 become through suffering. It is a 
monstrous idea to suppose that you can live a 
life of selfish indulgence on earth and then pass 
into heaven by the acceptance of a priest's the­
ory of belief, man's description of God’s mer­
cy, forgiving the disobedience of his laws and 
the violation of equity.

I have introduced these cursory remarks as 
a prelude to my disclosure of what I have 
found justice to bey as delineating the equity of 
right and manifesting the love of the Creator 
for his children— a love so supreme, pure and 
holy, that no mortal on earth has yet been able

to comprehend, or ancient wrjter to picture; 
the past ages of the world, with all their 
glimpses of beauty, all their types of ceremo­
nial rites, are dark and dismal before the light 
of this hour, and the brightness of this period 
of true revelation is only a shadow of the 
dawning future.

You have your combinations on earth for 
worldly aims, plans, snares, and devices, by 
which you strive to trample down your fellow 

beings, by robbery, chicanery, and delusion, 

and you verify the saying of old, “ All the la­

bor of man is for his mouth, and yet the appe­

tite is not filled.’*. Think ye .that the grave 
confines the spirit of man, with his record of 

experience, that when he ceases to walk visibly 

among you his duty on earth is ended, and his 

life scroll folded up for an unknown period; 

that he can be felt no more by man, and his 

day has ended among you ; that as an intelli­
gence his limit was your stock market or* office* 

and your intercourse his boundary of commu­

nication ; that when the vault door closes you 

will feel his presence no more, and his wealth 

is yours in safety? Have you not read the 

handwriting of old, “ Tekel—thou art weighed 

in the balance and found wanting," or the 

caution conveyed, “ Behold, I will raise them 

out of the place whither you have sold them, 

and will return your recompense upon your 

own head ’’ ?

The Book you profess to acknowledge is full 

of admonitory warnings, and history records 

in the condition of Israel the ir truthfulness. 

You accept as your religion the Jew's God, and 

expect to escape the conditions connected with 

the acceptance ; can such things be ? Is man’s 

contract with man to be more sacred and pow­

erful than man's contract with God ? Both are 

declarations, one visible, the other invisible, but 

both effective, and cannot be violated with im­

punity." Whatsoever a man soweth that shall 

he also reap.’’ “ Behold I come quickly, and 

my reward is with me, to give every man ac­

cording as his work shall be."

I select these phrases as forming a portion 

of the covenant between those who profess 

Christianity and accept the Hebraic account as 

the foundation bond of their accountability, 

and I trust that these extracts will be borne in 

mind as I proceed in my communication, in 

order that you may understand the nature of 

the laws that must and will judge you, at the 

close of your earthly life, for it is in vain for 

any one to profess a principle and decline to 
be judged by that princip le;  man may de­

ceive his neighbor by professions, but not his 
God and Creator. He cannot live on earth a 

life of ease or selfish accumulation, marked by 

inconsiderateness and vanity, and look for the 

obliteration of the record through the efficacy 
of an unproductive faith ; inconsistency and 

absurdity are earthly deviations, distinguishing 
actions in opposition to the " still, small voice 

within," the check of the golden cord that. 
binds you to the Omnipotent is disregarded for 
a temporary pleasure, and the-disobedience 
snaps the "silver thread of life," in order that 
the dross may be extracted by the furnace of 

repentance.
I will now proceed with my confession, and 

lay before you in a concise manner the closing 
record of my mundane career. When I
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reached my home, the dire events of that day 
of humiliation had been revealed to its in­
mates, and produced anguish and distress; the 
foibles of a fashionable life of abundance bad 
created a sensitiveness, or a morbid ignorance, 
so that I found the terror of Mrs. Grundy’s 
disapprobation and coldness stronger than sym­
pathy, or a consideration for my condition. 
Fear seemed to haunt my wife and children, so 
that I had to retire to my private room and 
lock myself in.

I felt my loneliness beyond words to des­
cribe, my mind was torn by contending emo­
tions, so that my nervous temperament was 

• stronger than my will power. After striving 
in vain to allay the visitation, I had to send 
Tor a physician, who, pitying my condition, left 
with me an opiate, to be*taken with careful 
consideration, but he did not wait and see his 
patient composed under its properly applied 
proportions ; but relied upon my own intelli­
gence to guide me. This fatal mistake proved 
my ruin, for not comprehending accurately the 
time required in the administration of the drug 
and feeling a temporary relief from its first ef­
fects, I over-dosed myself, and passed* from 
death to life everlasting.

When the morning dawned, my servants 
found my body cold and inanimate, sitting in 
a chair, before a pile of papers. I had been 
busily occupied in calculations and details of 
my speculations when the lethargy of the death 
sleep came upon me, and I ceased to exist as 
mortal forever. My death was announced as 

that of a suicide, and is so believed to this 
day. A coroner’s inquest failed to reveal the 
truth, so that a verdict of “ Found dead, from 
the effects of poison supposed to have been 

taken by mistake,” was returned; but the 
world preferred the condemnatory idea of a 
wilful action of self-destruction to the jury’s 

supposition, so I am branded by man as a sui­

cide. Those whom I favored, smile in deris­

ion ; they whom I lightly esteemed, laugh in 
secret, that they may be openly rewarded, as 
you will perceive in the teachings of your 

Church, '* Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye 

shall mourn and weep.”
It is an easy matter to deride the dead ; it 

seems safe, when the visible lips are closed and 
the eye is lusterless ; men are valiant when in 
ignorance of danger, and they repose in quiet­

ness, not foreseeing the hour of retribution, or 
imagining that the dead never liveth again. 

Oh, how vain is man in the ignorance of life’s 
issues; how foolishly pompous in prosperity ! 

An existence after death is to most men a ques­
tion o f derision ;  an accountability for deeds 
done in the body in its firs t  estate, by a resur­

rected or a reconstructed frame, is an enigma 
that remains unsolved, a priestly assertion, 

pointing to an indefinable period, that men 
query by a mental quizzing, even when they 

are contributing means for the support of the 
declarer, sire quietly inquiring when will this 
mystical day o f judgment dawn when my body 

is to be re-formed fo r an everlasting duration, 

and how can equity judge the peculiarities*of 
foibles committed in a structure of periodic 

changes and irregularities, through a body of 
reformation? Are the seven periods of exist­

ence as a mortal to be re-enacted, that Justice 
shall judge with righteousness, so as to estab­
lish an eternal doom of suffering, or a beati­
tude, equitably right and consistent?

If your clergy would consider and be wise, 

they would abstain from illogical assertions and 
declarations, that they cannot prove. The pe­
riod is passing, while ignorance is the distin­
guishing feature in the human race, the day is 
closing when the blind are the leaders of the 
blind, and the ditch of self-delusion and arti­
fice the receptacle of both. “ L ig h t is freak­
ing  ” upon a ll,i and the rising generation are 
anxious to receive the Instruction of wisdom, 
justice, and judgment, feeling for themselves 
“ that whoso lovelh instruction loveth knowl­
edge,” and “ he that refuseth instruction des- 
piseth his own soul/' and they will sternly re­
ject the instruction “ that causeth to err,” for 
God has given to them wisdom to perceive and 
judgment to examine ; they will investigate for 
themselves, and despise the teachings that are 
unsupported by evidence. A blind credulity 
shall not mislead, or an unproductive faith 
trammel the ir minds. He that asserts must 
prove, and the teacher, philosopher, or scientist 
must establish the ir truthfulness to be heard as 
instructors.

A controversy is opening between youth and 
age, strength and weakness, ignorance and 
knowledge. The Law of Life, and the Evi­
dence of Death, the cause and requirements of

existence, and the causes and necessity of a re­
formation, a reconstruction, or a perpetuation, 
as declared by men from “ Biblical records,” or 
mental and physical phenomena as are argu­
mentatively introduced this day.

Those who ponder and reflect upon the as­
pects of the hour must be impressively con 
scious that the peculiarities that are manifested 
in commercial intercourse and domestic life, 
do not possess a principle  worthy of an eternal 
perpetuation, the vilest of the vile does not de­
sire that eternity should perpetuate his short­
comings, or that his present method of living 
should have no end. The merchant and bro­
ker sigh daily over the fluctuations of their in­
tercourse, and speculate upon schemes for its 
discontinuance. The scientist is laboring for 
more wisdom, and wishing for the knowledge 
that giveth material riches ; so, also, with the 
inventor, with his accumulated throne of “ uni­
ty of forces,’* to make him the envy of men : 
the theologian, for eloquence to distinguish and 
place him high over his brethren in their sacer­
dotal calling ; one end and aim, for a m aterial 
enjoyment is the rage o f the hour, and none of 
the votaries wish it for an eternity. There is 
a secret whispering with all, that makes the 
strongest shudder at the possibility of such fol­
lies continuing, and yet none have the courage 
to reject the influence and cTush the delusion, 
so that the stain may be eradicated from among 
you.

Seeing then, that with all this false glitter, 
the mental power in man is disturbed, the 

question naturally arises, what change is to be 
inaugurated to effect a total revolution in mod­
ern life, so as to cleanse the sick, and restore 

health and strength to the feeble? and the an­
swer cometh to one and all alike. There is no 

difference in the decree, there is no changea­
bleness in the declaration, “ Learn to know 
thyself Study carefully your physical organ­

ization by the law sustaining material life. Re­

flect what constitutes the mental power by de­

ciding for yourselves whether it be generated 
by the material Triune, or is above and inde­

pendent of material existence. When you 

have chosen for yourself, the decision, follow 

out the rule of development. Material life, by 

the laws visibly exhibited in the structural 
forms, as distinguishing progressive existence 
in matter, as the ultimate definition of “Life,” 

terminating in death, as an end, or accepting 

the declaration of modern revelation. Life per­

petual, intelligence above matter, life eternal 
as the great creating power of “ light and mat­

ter,’* known to man under the name of Father, 

the Creator and sustainer of all things, visible 
and invisible. The “ Being whom we call God 
and know no more.**

For the Spiritualist at Work. 

TH E BLISS AND W HITTLE SENSA­
TION.

B r o . W il s o n  : On last evening we attended 

the ministrations of Messrs. Bliss, Whittle & 
Co., and were surprised to find them occupy­
ing a position contradictory to the intelligence 

and integrity of this age ; and why the masses, 

enjoying all the facilities of scientific investi­
gation, will continue to give audience and en­

couragement to these blatant fanatics, is to us 
a perplexing mystery.

The services were opened by prayer, in which 
God was thanked for the Bible as a complete 
and perfect revelation ; that Christ came down 
and obtained a victory over his enemies, after 
a hard struggle ; that he protected the believer 
in Christ, who was no better by nature nor by 
practice than the sinner, who was exposed to 
eternal wro e ; that the Savior was standing, 
making intercession continally, before the 
throne. After the offering up of this stale plate 
of theological hash, Mr. Whittle stepped for­
ward and indulged in a brief exhortation. He 
is a tall, spare-«made man, with bilious temper­
ament predominant, dark eyes and hair, a brain 
of only medium size, and a physiognomy in­
dicative of strong impulse and small caliber of 
mentality.

He stated that a brother Christian was in 
the street the day previous and a beam fell up­
on him ; that God prompted him to lean for­
ward just as the beam fell, but for which his 
brain would have been crushed, yet as it was, 
he received terrible injuries, and it would be 
well with him, whether he died or not. (Query, 
Why did not God push his head a little farther 
out of the way, so he could have escaped inju­
ry entirely?) He informed his hearers that an 
open grave was just before them all, and if they 
continued to reject Christ the fearful conse­

quents would be upon their own heads. This 1 
exhortation was followed by sensational sing­
ing by Mr. Bliss, and but for this part of the 
gospel show Whittle’s holy comedy would be 
a miserable failure.

The sermon of the evening was preached by 
Mr. Whittle, and consisted of a revolting con­
glomeration of superstitious nonsense and re­
ligious twaddle, that was an outrage on gram­
mar, logic, common sense, and common decency. 
His discourse was founded on the basis that { 

.Jesus bore the sins of the believer, whilst the 
sinner had to bear his own. He waded through 
Jewish history, described the sickening scenes 
of the murder of the firstborn by the Lord,in 
Egypt, representing the blood on the doors as 
typical of Christ’s blood; waded through the 
slaughter and sacrifice of bullocks; told the 
story of God laying the sins of the people on 
the head of the scape-goat, and sending it in 
the mountains; also of Moses being “ filled 
with grace and love,” and interceding with God 
at Sinai for the people, and that he (Moses) 
was typical of Christ.

When we heard this fanatic extolling the 
character of Moses, we wondered why some of 
the twelve ministers, occupying the platform, 
did not rebuke him. Did they not know that 
the first act of note recorded of Moses was a 
cold-blooded murder? “ For he looked this 
way and that way, and when he saw there was 
no man, he slew his victim and buried him 
in the sand.” At Sinai, when “ filled with 

grace and love,” this “ type of Christ,” gave to 
the gentle Levites the following command: 
“ Put every man his sword by his side, and go 

in and out from gate to gate throughout the 

camp, and slay every man his brother and eve­
ry man his neighbor and every man his bosom 

companion.” And they did so. At a later day, 
when his murderous host had returned from 

the conquest and plunder of the Midianites, 

he addressed the captains in the following sig­

nificant language: “ What, have you saved all 
the women alive ! Kill every male among the 

little ones and every woman who has known 

man by lying with him,* but the women child­
ren who have not known man by lying with 

him, save alive for yourselves.” And in the 

face of these facts this heartless old tyrant and 

{murderer is held, up in this enlightened land 
as a type of Christ, “ filled with grace and 

love.”

The speaker represented salvation as a free 

gift, denounced the righteousness of man, and 

declared that God would not impute sin to those 
who laid their sins on Christ, who was willing 

to bear them. The entire sermon was God- 
defaming, man-degrading, and an outrage to 

the intelligence of a Hottentot. Human merit 

was of no avail, and the merit of Christ was 
alone redemptive. The doctrine of the entire 

discourse tended to discourage man in his ef­

forts to do good, and was nothing short of a 

premium offered on sin.
“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” Veri­

ly the Church, under such ministration, is be­

coming a reproach to the intelligence and vir­
tue of the nineteenth century.

W a r r e n  S m i t h .

F o r  th e  S p iritu a lis t a t  W o rk .

LETTER FROM MINNEAPOLIS.

B r o . W i l s o n : The success of our recent 
convention is unprecedented. The Angel 
world is auxiliary to our movement, and the 
hosts of superstition and conservatism are un­
dergoing the spasmodic efforts that precedes 
the death that knows no resurrection. On the 
last evening of our session the representation 
of the faithful at the meeting of Bliss, Whittle 
& Co. was discouragingly small, and bereft of 
all enthusiasm. Metre, Mene, Tekel, is writ­
ten on the walls of the Church, and their do­
minion over the human mind is about forever 
at an end, and when buried will experience no 
resurrection morn. The masses are growing 
tired of a religion that furnishes no satisfacto­
ry supply for the demands of the human soul. 
They reach out and ask for something more in 
harmony with the spirit and progress of this 
age. The teachings of our philosophy, as ad­
vocated from the platform during the conven­
tion, have aroused an interest so intense and 
universal that the Church is confounded, and 
the Liberals all aglow with enthusiasm. Not 
only are we making inroads on the popular 
faith of the Church, but Materialism, with its 
bulwark of philosophy, is giving way before 
our transcendent truths, and the indisputable 
evidences of immortality, given by yourself 
and other mediums. ,

There has been no greater success in tl* 
history of the Spiritual movement than hat 
characterized the mass convention just closed 
here, on Sunday. Men and women who have 

manifested no interest in our movement, are I 
now anxious to learn more about our soul-iu. 
spiring truths. The Materialists are extend, f 
ing to us the right hand of fellowship, and be. 
fore the close of the year 1876, the LiberaU of 
the great Northwest will be a unit in purpose, 
if not in faith and conviction. Wfe need coo. 
tinuous work. The masses must learn that 
liberty is redemptive, and that it means some, 
thing higher than license, and that there is a . 
wondrous truth in the aphorism, “ To the pum 
in mind all things are pure.’’

The more rigid the investigation into the 
nature of our philosophy the more free will be 
its acceptance with the intelligent masses. We 
invite investigation, and the more scathing 
the better the results. The stale and worn, 
out charge of “ Free love ” is dying away, and 
with its last strains comes the conviction that 
previous impressions must have been false, and 
that the conservative originators of this sensa. 
tional cry have been wanting in an under­
standing o f the meaning of words, or have 
simply been crying “ stop thief,” to save them­
selves from accusation. But, on the principle 
that the quality of human action conforms to 
the necessity of mental conditions, we cherish 
no spirit of animosity toward those who are 
unable to safely enjoy the boon of Spiritual 
liberty. But progress is the watchword, and 
all will be yet translated from the sordid do­

minion of lust to the glorious liberty of love, 
and will then pity the unfortunate victims of 

perverted passion, instead of sitting in unspar, 

ing judgment against them.
The opposition extended to the radicals re­

sults in the misrepresentation so freely indulg­
ed in by the blinded conservatives, who oppose 

a free platform because their own contracted 

views do not require it for expression.

Ou^ speakers have done a noble work. Mrs. 
Dr. Severance has silenced the masked batter­

ies that have been so long throwing poisoned 

missiles into the Liberal ranks, whilst your own 

irresistible arguments, and tests of Spirit life, 
have removed the prejudice of hundreds, and 

Sister^Colbum’s chaste and refined lecture pro­
duced a lasting sensation on those who heard 
it. Under the fine executive ability of Sister 

Hanscom the results of the Convention has 
simply been a complete success, and we close 

by saying, All hail to the noble spirit who so 

ably supported the movement by her untiring 

and disinterested effort.
W a r r e n  S m it h .

F o r th e  S piritualist a t  Work.

THE TRUE REPORT,

O f the Investigating Committee appointed by 
E ighth  A nnua l Convention o f the Minne­
sota State Association o f Spiritualists, held 
in  St. Paul, Sept. 77, id , 79, /d y j.

To t h e  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  M inneso­

t a  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p i r it u a l is t s : 

The Eighth Annual Convention of said As­
sociation, held at St. Paul, Sept. 17,1875, hav­
ing constituted the undersigned a committee 
to investigate and report upon the charges 
against J. L. Potter, the State Agent of the 
Association, with instructions to make such 
report to your Board, we beg leave to report 

as follows:
Mr. Potter is charged with the theft of a pair 

of boots from the store of J. M. Morford, in 
Owatonna, in this State, on the 29th day of 
July, 1875.

Mr. Potter was called on by this committee 
soon after being appointed, for a statement in 
relation to the charge, and he refused to make 
any statement, farther than to say that he had 
been once exonerated by the former Executive 
Board, and he therefore refused to be further 
investigated, and he thereupon tendered his 
resignation to the Association.

The committee have procured the sworn 
statement of all persons that could be found 
by them, having any personal knowledge of the 
affair. The affidavit of W. H. Hill, of Owa­
tonna, the detective, who first saw Potter not 
more than fifty feet from the door of Mr. Mor­
ford’s store, trying to secrete the boots under 
his coat. Hill followed Potter to the depot, 
and ascertained where Potter bought his ticket 
for, and after ascertaining that the boots had 
been stolen sent the telegram to have Potter 
arrested.

We have also the affidavit of deputy sheriff 
Riddle, of Mantorville, who arrested Potter



nikI in whom Cotter admitted tho theft, In ilia 
following language i

" |  did ilcnl Ilia bools, and It tiiital he set- 
llad ; I don't know why I did It, a* K had 
plenty of tnonay at ilia lima."

Also ilia aflhlavitof J. I*'. Wright, proprietor 
of lha liuhholl House at Mantorvtlle, wliara 
I'otlar hoardod and lodged wlilla In custody, 
to whom Toller staled In lhasa word*:

"Id o not daily hut I hat I stola lha hoots." 
Tha commlllaa have also lha latter of I'otlar 

written tha day after Ills rolcasa from custody, 
to ona of tha Vice-I'resldeuts of lha Assocla- 
tlon, In which tliaro is much penitence ami 
promises of amandinrnt espressed, hut nut a 
•Ingle asseveration of Ills Innot aiico ; nor does 
he say that ha Is the victim of a conspiracy, as 
has liven alleged hy a correspondent of the 
Pioneer-Prett (of St. 1'aul), signing himself 
"Commlttea."

The proof in the hands of this commlttea Is 
so conclusive, that we are forced to believe Mr, 
Potter guilty of the theft, and without any pal­
liating circumstances or plea of necessity, ns 
he had at the tlmo money sulliclent to sottlo 
up the nllnlr— about $37—besides a large roll 
of hills left after settling up,

Mr, Potter has also, in this alfair, been guilty 
of uttering tho most glaring falsehoods, and 
especially In stating that ho acted undor the 
advice and counsel of the county attorney at 
Mantorvlllo, In settling up for the oirense,

This committee lias ihe sworn statement of 
the county attorney that tlicro was never any 
conversation between him and Potter about 
that matter, or about any other matter what­
ever.

Wo would therefore recommend that Mr, J.
L. Potter ho dishonorably dismissed from the 
Association.

before closing this report, wo feel It a duty 
we owe to the Spiritualists of this Stale to say 
that tho hasty and inconsiderate uctlon of a 
portion of the former Executive Hoard, In ar­

rogating to themselves the functions of an In­
vestigating committee, and making a report, 
exonerating Mr. Potter, without first procuring 
such proof as might easily be procured, is 
much to ho regretted, as It lias cast a stain up­

on the fair namo of tho Spiritualists of this 
State.

J kmhk If. Sou Lie,

E. P. E vans,
C ko. W. S wkkt,

In  vestiga lin g  Comm tttee,
October 13, 1875.

kiCMAKKH.— We regret exceedingly the fall 
of Uro. Potter, as well as the course pursued 

hy the Eighth Annual Convention of Spiritu­
alists, held in September, in St. Paul; hut it is 

justice, and believing as we do in no such 
thing as forgiveness, wc hold it is right that 
the Spiritualists of America should know the 
exact standard of truth there Is in these men 
and women, who are chiming in with the A'.- 
P , Journal, in shouting " Pure Spiritualism." 

We further state that, in a moral point of law 
and life, ail who have tried to whitewash Hro, 
Potter should he censured in no unequivocal 
manner. Let the truth and the whole truth 
come out. There are other causes of complaint 
against this man Potter, concerning the finan­
cial accounts of the State Association. There 
are nearly one thousand members who pay 
their dollar each pec annum, besides collections 
at each session, and yet the Association is in 
debt and unable to meet its obligations.

This is had indeed for an Association that 
claims to he so pure that they cannot and will 
not tolerate anything hut ” pure Spiritualism/' 
Now let the Spiritualists of America appoint 
a committee to investigate tho antecedents of 
tho organ of "pure Spiritualism," and report. 
- E d.

For the Spiritualist at Work. 

JUDGE WARD AND TH E WITCHES.

E. V. Wilson, Eho, : My attention has
been called to the article " Judge Ward and 
the Witches." and signed " Horace Dresser," 
which appeared in your issue of November 
6th. Mr. Dresser had seen in a newspaper 
(he statement that " Allen Putnam, of Hoston, 
hid written a hook on Witchcraft, In which 
he exculpates Cotton Mather and others from 
complicity in putting to death the so-called 
witches at Salem.” Mr. Longfellow, also, 
seven years ago, in his poems entitled " New 
England Tragedies," defended Mr. Mather 
from the charges laid upon him by Mr. Ban­
croft and other historians. Mr. Dresser, in 
reply to Mr. Putnam, now reproduces an arti-

T1JK Hl’IUlTUA I.IHT AT WORK : 1>K<TIMIIICIl l, IK71> .

clo lie had published soon after Mr. Longfel­
low's poems appeared. This article, which ha 
says "will perhaps correct Mr. Pulliam in hi* 
extenuation of Mather and Ills clerical hreth- 
ren," Is a curiosity in historical Investigation.

'flie substance of Mr. Dresser's stuleinent 
Is that lie lias snail In ihe collection of curios­
ities belonging to Mr. J. V. Mansliehl, who Is 
a medium, a cane labelled with tills descrip­
tion l "'fills cane belonged to Judge Ward, 
who condemned and hanged the so-called 
witches, In Halem, Mass., A. p, 1OH0." In 
order to ascertain whether the cane was what 
It purported to he, Mr. Dresser wrote, In the 
presence of Mr. Mansfield, a teller to Judge 
Ward In the spirit land, and without Mr. 
Mansfield's reading the letter or knowing the 
contefits, a reply was received of which Ilia 
following Is the substance. " Vos, that Is the 
identical oak sapling I cut with my own hand, 
on or near the place when several innocent 
people were liangc*d for that which they could 
not help any more than they could help breath­
ing. I sat In Judgment over them, hut verily 
thought 1 was doing God's service when I con­
demned them to die. Mather and others In­
fluenced me, 110 doubt, much to do as I did, 
Yes, that Is the Identical cauo used hy me as 
a walking slick. I am JQIIIIM Wakd.

To Horace Dresser, 98tli Dec., 1868."
If the above wore a genuine communication 

from the spirit lund, there are some lull liars 
in that locality, and llie spirit of Joshua Ward 
must ho near the head of his class, Mr. Dres­
ser has been sadly befooled. That he should 
have been taken In hy a statement so shallow 
that a school-hoy's knowledge of American 
history would instantly have shown its falsity, 
was bad enough ; hut that lie would have writ­

ten it out for publication, kept it seven years, 
and then reprinted it as historical evidence, 
Is marvelous. Cotton Mather, in 1680, when 
it is alleged that he influenced Judge Ward 
to hang the witches, wits seventeen years of 
age. There were no witches hung In Salem 
or cUowlicro in New England, In 1680. There 

was no Judge Ward, or Joshua Ward living 
In Massachusetts, or in New England, at that 
date. The alleged witches at Salem, as every 
body knows, were hung in 1692—none be­
fore or after that date. There was no Judge 
Ward sitting 011 tho bench during lha witch 
trials of 1692. The names of the Judges were 

Stoughton, Sewell, Winthrop, Sergeant, Rich­
ards, Halhornc, Corwin and Gcdncy. Sal- 
•tonstall was a member of court, hut did not 

sit at the trials. Hatliorne (the ancestor of 

Nathaniel Hawthorne), Corwin and Gcdncy 
wero the local magistrates who made the pre­
liminary and atrocious examinations, There 

was no Judge Ward, or Joshua Ward living at 
that period. Joshua II, Ward, ail eminent 

judge in the courts of Massachusetts, now de­
ceased, was living in Salem about twenty-five 

years ago, and when a hoy, I havo taken Ills 
hand a hundred times. Perhaps it is his cane, 
with an erroneous inscription, which adorns 
the collection of curiosities in Mr. Mansfield's 
room. The communication quoted hy Mr. 
Dresser could not have been his, for in life lie 

was the embodiment of honor and truthfulness.
W i l l i a m  / F .  P o o l k ,

Chicago Public Library, Nov. 9. 1875.

R r m a k k h .— W c  thank Mr. Poole for his re­
view of Mr. Dresser's article, and trust that 
whenever any one, fr ie n d  or foe  of our Spirit­
ual views find any thing to correct in our cor­
respondents they will do so. While wc occu­
py the editorial chair, we shall do that which 
Is right. We hold Hr. Dresser a true man, 
and honest, as wc do Allen Putnam, hut the 
historical facts quoted by William E. Poole arc 
hard on the cane and Judge Ward, to say noth­
ing of Hr. Mansfield, in whom we are well 

I pleased. Will Hrs. Dresser, Mansfield and 
Putnam look to this statement of Joshua 
Ward—for there is a deceiving spirit some 
where,—Ed,

He not too anxious for the few things that 
life requires; youth is Hying rapidly past, and 
beauty is vanishing, while withered age puts 
to Hight amorous piny and gentle sleep. The 
Dowers of spring do not retain their bloom, 
nor docs the ruddy moon always shine with 
the same luster; wny then, O man, dost thou 
disquiet thyself forever with schemes that are 
far beyond thy power.—Horace,

We are come too late, hy several thousand 
years, to say anything new In morality. The 
finest and most beautiful thoughts concerning 
manners have been carried away before our 
times, and nothing is left for us hut to glean 
after the ancients and the most ingenious of 
the moderns.—llru tere,

A D lsll OF HASH.

Compoted of ihe Devil, Cht iilioni, and 
ll'IUhei.

IIV PM. II, AM I KM.
Am! Hu!mi cam* alio,- Job I i 6,

'I Ills Imaginary personugr Ik also known hy 
varlnu* oilier name*, such ns Prime of Dark­
ness, I uiIht of I .lea, Marpenl. Hucl/ohiih, ale., 
etc. Varlou* are (he in Is a»< ribud to him. No 
mailer wlmt crime, or hy whom committed, 
llilu familiar old ( Imp Is made lliu scape-goal ; 
mid lh<’ guilty inn ly Inking refuge behind then 
iiiiIliorlty, whbh sends (lie old genfh’iniiii oil, 
howling from lint Up* of Ills hoius to I list ex­
treme end of Ills ciMidii! upnvtidnge, In fuel, 
lie Is looked upon with uwe mid contempt, es­
pecially hy the orthodox Christian*; most of 
whom fancy themselves cm tying n chum, hy 
which they hope to cuplure tills Phantom 
Devil, and vmiqulsli him Into tiller oblivion ; 
..............................................................  chiefbehaving him to he the author of all ml 
and evil commuted on the rurlli,

Hut, ns justice is the highest ultrihuta of the 
gods, even the devil Is entitled to its benefits, 
and llmt lie may he fnirly represented, let us 
inquire into his historical antecedent*.

We first find him an "angel of light" in 
heaven, which proves, notwithstanding his fall, 
that he wus possessed of a high, aspiring, mid 
independent mind ; and, unlike our driveling, 
liypocriticul professors, ///staked his all on one 
decisive stroke, which Inis accredited him ns 
an honorable though fallen foe, ns appears from 
ills intimate associations witii honor and vir­
tue.

Ho was the only familiar visitor and advisor 
of tiie virtuous first queen of earth, and who, 
though recently out of the hands of her Crea­
tor, was so ignorant that she was tiuawart! of 
tho stutc of nudity in which she habitually 
promenaded tier garden, Had tills phantom 
Devil not advised lier of tills impropriety, no 
doubt our ladies of (lie present generation 
would require neither silks, laces, nor any oili­
er fabric, even to an apron. Hut mother Eve's 
knowledge of fashion conferred upon her de­
scendants (lie Incalculable blessing of satins, 
hows, ribbons, und " Dolly Vnrdcus," most of 
which have been t lie pride of I lie dear old IU- 
dy's daughters for past ccutiuh's, and promise 
a perpetual endurance. We find the Devil 
spoken of by tiie writer of the hook of f Cliron, 
xxll, which falsely accuses him of putting it 
into David'slicart to numhortlic people, there­
by provoking the anger of the Imrd, who slew 
seventy thousand men. Hut tiie' writer of 2 
Samuel, xxiv, corrects tills slander, and states 
tiiat it was tiie Lord himself who instigated 
David to lids act.

lie  is next found visiting witii the .S'out o f 
Cod, on sundry occasions, and on quite inti­
mate and famtliur terms witii tiie l.o'rd, who 
tauntingly urged him into an experiment of

itower, whereby old Job enme out rather loser, 
oh, i, ii.

He is next found the chaperone or compan­
ion of tho incarnate Son of God, witii whom 
he performed various rather perilous journeys, 
endeavoring to negotiate with him on certuiu 
nfluiyi of state, in which, allhougli failing, it 
docs not appear that he attempted any unfair 
or dishonorable means, but retired like a gen­
tleman. without threat or insult. It cannot be 
found that lie is guilty of one of the millions 
of ecclesiastical murders committed hy and un- 
’dcr authority of the orthodox inspired revela­
tion, which lias desolated the curth hy crime, 
and deluged it with blood within the last nine­
teen centuries.

Let me refer you to a few facts of (ids kind. 
The controversy about trnnsuhstnntiation cost 
not less than four hundred tliousnnd human 
lives. The persecution of tiie Maniclicans 
cost at least one hundred thousand lives in 
Greece alone. Thirty thousand Ahcgcnscs 
were murdered in one day hy Catholics. At 
Hi/.ncr's, sixty thousand were put to death.

In the expatriation of the Moorisli nation 
from Spain, about one million human beings 
were hunted down like wild beasts and mur­
dered. The loss of human life hy the Crusade 
was not less than five millions, when the cartli 
was reddened witii blood and strewn with hu­
man skulls. How many thousand Jews were 
murdered hy Christians can never lie told or 
known. They have been robbed, plundered, 
hanged head downwards, and torn to pieces hy 
dogs. They have been impaled and burned 
by thousands; hundreds of thousands were 
expelled hy Queen Isabella, and tens of thous­
ands perished from hunger, while tens of thous­
ands were murdered. Many made their escape 
into Portugal, having tlioir children under four­
teen years of age taken from them to he edu­
cated in tiie Christian faith. Tiie schism of 
H ums cost one hundred and fifty tliousnnd lives. 
Queen Mary, of England, burned two hundred 
and eighty persons at the stake, because of 
their religious views.

In the Netherlands, in the time of King 
Charles V, it is estimated that one hundred 
tliousnnd wore put to dentil for their faith, and 
thousands more during I ho reign of his heart­
less son. The ferocity of tiie Church may lie 
inferred from the fact that n sentence of hoily 
office was passed, dated February, 16, 1568, 
condemning all (lie inhabitants of the Nether­
lands to dentil as heretics. A proclamation of 
the king confirmed the decree, and ordered 
their execution, under which three hundred 
thousand people were sentenced to the scaf­
fold.

In Spain alone, thirty-one thousand were 
burned and two hundred and ninety thousand 
condemned to other kinds of punishment.

JIow many have been destroyed for tho sup­
posed crime of witchcraft can never he com­

puted ; s»vtni llii/ioand wriit burned in Treves 
by unit hlfth’Mi it I * Min, Nine thousand warn 
huincd 111 Wiirlahiiigh, one thou-and in (lie 
proviiiio of (.01110, In I inly. Olio bishop mIoiis 
condemned eight ihoiikntid to he ex»‘< uled as 
wllche*. Ill New England, our own rouulry, 
lliiileeu women unit * |r men weia bunged a* 
wilt lies, hyllioso holy,lanlsrii-lswed, fanatical, 
higolrd Ignoramuses, 1 ailing ({icmxdvc* Chits- 
linns ; whilst oilier* perished hy dlllerent 
rii**I hods. All old loan of eighty year* wus 
crushed |o  dmlh under u hoitrd loaded with 
stone. Multitude* were thrown into p»i*on, 
mid puritanical teachings encouraged super- 

I slit ion. In condemning two women us witches 
j to he Ifiing, Sir Ma11liew Mute «uld there wus 

no doub t as to the iraltly of witilnruft, for 
lliu Hcriptuie* allirineil It. John Wesley wus 
very c o n y  that there was so little belief in 
witchcraft ; gb. ing up witchcraft was like giv­
ing tip the iiihlc, Poor Ignorance I In* ought 
to have had Ills ears split wml Ills nose run 
through them,

Thu history of witchcraft in Scotland is ter­
rible, Thu clergy hud almost absolute control, 
which they used to convict men mid women 
for imaginary crime, because their Iiihlc com­
manded " 'I liou shall not suffer 11 witcli to 
live,"

Nine women were burned nt one time at 
l.eilli, in 1664. condemned as witches hy those 
( iod-fcarlng fanatics, ft is estimated that 
seventy millions of lives itave been lost in re­
ligious wats during tiie Christian era. Add to 
tills Ihe number who perished in prisons, Pro­
fessor James Parlon gives Ids estimate at not 
less than one hundred millions that were in­
stigated to murder, noI hy this Christian Hihlc 
Devil, hut hy and under the authority of the 
Christian* of the inspired Word of Cod, und 
enforced hy their ordained deacons, priests, id­
ler*, bishops, cardinals, and popes, They are 

tire parly tout claim that Christianity has civil­
ized tire world, developed science, morality, 
and peace, and insert their hellish dogma into * 
our constitution, that they may renew their 
fiendish reign of slakes, scaliold, and blood.

Is it not astonishing that men and women of 
good reasoning powers can bind themselves to 
a dogma so dark and damnable? One that 
lias entailed more misery, bloodshed, horror, 
pain, and ciimc on earth than all other causes 
combined, ft is time they awake to reason, 
and when they do, humanity will be wiser, bet­
ter, huppier.

LIGHT AND DARKNESS.

A He markable Opening up o f Soul L ight,
[From our journal, 1871. 'I’ltis article ap­

peared in tiie /»\-/\ Journal in  1871.—Ed,]

On tin: evening of Thursday, Oct. 12, 1K71, 
wc lectured in r,agate School-house, Jackson 
Co,, Iowa, It is a way-side school-house, in 
the edge of the woods.. Before leaving the 
comfortable farm-house of my friends, the 
Iliad ways, wc observed that wc hud a strange 
and peculiar feeling, such as wc never before 
passed through. During tlie lecture we felt 
our usual speaking influence. Our discourse 
was earnest, and wc entered witii zeal into our 
text. The text was as follows: "Ante-natal 
and post-natal laws, and their influence on 
mankind."

There were a hundred and twelve earnest 
men nnd women present. After the lecture 
wc gave several fine readings of character, and 
dismissed the audience.

Now, it was very dntk out door; not a star 
to be seen, for it was cloudy overhead and 
within two days of the new of the moon. As 
wc came toward the door we heard such re­
marks ns these: "How datk it is!"  "Oh, 
how dark ; how shall we get home?" "I do 
believe it will rain* before wc get home 1"

On stepping out of (lie house into the open 
air everything was in a golden, mellow light— 
not daylight or moonlight; it was light. Wc 
looked up and down tlie road for tiie cause ; 
there was no apparent cause. Wc turned to 
a friend, nnd said :

"Can you sec, Charley? Is it very dark?"
lie  replied, "I can see nothing. Why do 

you ask ?"
" Because everything is perfectly clear to 

me. I can sec ihc'buttons on that lady's coat, 
tiie curls in Hint Indy's hair. I can sec tiie 
color of your hair."

And this light accompanied me to the door 
of tiie Hrndways, full a half ntilc from the 
school-house. I called the attention of the 
Brad ways, t lie Stevens, nnd others to the phe­
nomena. I heard no voice, or any spirits.

Oil tiie 1 Oth of October I met my friend, Dr. 
I’ratt, of Wheaton, HI., nt Turner Junction — 
called his attention to tiie fact. On reaching 
my house, Mrs. W. informed me of the burn­
ing to dentil of Iter sister, Matilda, and her 
two children, Lincoln nnd the Hairy — and in­
stantly I heard a voice, spenkingout of the air,

" Remember the light, and send for my hus­
band nnd children."

And wc answered from tiie very depths of 
our soul, " Wc will."

And now, to my brothers nnd sisters, w6 
never so fully realized the words of Jesus, as 
then, " It is more blessed to give than to re­
ceive." And wc never felt so full of joy as we 
dPd when we turned to our little partner (n life, 
saying,

" Dear Mate, send for Mr. Eamcs, and Ma­
tilda's children —- no — not you; we will send 
for them."

Men would not live long in society were 
they not the mutual dupes of each other.— 
Hochefouealud.
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** /  a m  a  m am ,  a n t i  w h a te v e r  e e n c e m a  H u m a n it y  

is  mat f o r e i g n  t e  m e ." — T i i i n c i .

E. V. WILSON, E d i t o r  a n d  P r o p r i e t o r .

( V  L e tte r*  a n d  C o m m u n icatio n s for th is  p a p e r  

m u st be a d d re sse d  to  E . V. W ilson, Lombard, D u­
p a g e  C o ., I I I . ,  u n til  o rd ere d  o therw ise .

HAZLITT St REED, P r i n t e r s ,

17a *  1 7 4  C l a r k  S t r e e t , C h i c a g o , I I I . ,  

W h e re  S u b sc rip tio n s m ap  be p a id  a n d  A d v e rtise m e n ts  

received .

T e r m s—6 1 . IO for T w e n ty - s ix  n u m b e r s.  
S in g le  c o p ie s  S r e n ts .

The readers of this paper will bear in mind 
that on the 1st day of January, 1876, we will 

drop from our list every name in arrears. We 
will, in the meantime, seud to each subscriber 
a notice of the time his subscription expires. 
Our paper has become a living fact, and is the 
cheapest Spiritual paper in the United States, 

and one of the best, for the reason that it is 
thoroughly independent, and free from abuse 
or quack advertisements, giving the reader just 

what he subscribes for, viz., eight pages of good 

reading matter.
Terms, $1.10 for 26 numbers, or one year. 

Please renew at once.

The reading matter in this number of T h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t  a t  W o r k  is very fine indeed. 

Read A Tale of Life ; each chapter is worth 
the price of the year's subscription, We shall 

publish it in pamphlet form, price 25 cents.

We call attention to the reports concerning 

the Minnesota Mass Meeting, as published in 

this number of T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  a t  W o r k .

M r s . C o r a  L .V .  T a p p a n  closes her engage­

ment in this city on Sunday, the 5th inst. Her 

lectures have been well received and command 

good sized audiences. The receipts at the 

door on Sunday, the 14th ult., were $132, on 

the 21st, $104.75, on the 28th, $156. Total, 

$393, round numbers. The house has never 

been full, or half full, and its capacity is 1400. 

She has given five lectures, averaging 300 in 

the morning and 550 in the evening. Admis­

sion, 10 cents morning and 25 cents evening.

We give these figures for two reasons: 1st, 

The Times reports an audience of 1500, and 

the R .-P . Jou rna l that the house could not 

hold the people. Let us have the truth always, 

Messrs- Editors, and we will be the better for 

it.

The hall in which Mrs. Tappan speaks is 

not a good one to hear in, but a good one to 

dance in ; the order and management good, the 

lectures first rate, and Mrs. Tappan has scores 

of friends in Chicago. She is a good talker, 

speaking clear and distinct every word, but is 

not an orator. She has improved very much 

in appearance, looking healthier than when we 

last saw her, in Washington some three years 

ago. We rejoice in her success. May God, 

the Spirit, and Angels, guide her in all truth, 

and may her journey to the Pacific Slope he 

successful in all things. And may the First 

Society of Spiritualists ever succeed.

We herewith present our readers with a 
complete copy of a Certificate from the Reli* 

gio-Philosophical Society, granted Sister J. H. 

Stillman, M. D., now the notorious J. H. Sev­

erance, M.D., whom the R.-P. Jou rna l delights 

to misrepresent and denounce as a Free-lover, 

and one to he spumed by all pure Spiritualists.

CERTIFICATE.
T O  ALL W H O M  I T  MAY CONCERN —

Know ye that the Religio-Philosophical So­

ciety, reposing special confidence in our Sister

J. H. Stillman, M. D., as a public lecturer, do 
hereby grant this Certificate of Fellowship and 

recognize her as a Regular Minister of the Gos­
pel, and as such authorize her to solemnize 
marriages in accordance with law.

Given under our hands, at S t Charles, Illi­
nois, the 4th day of July, A. D. 1865.

S. S. J o n e s ,  Pres.f ■
S. H. T o d d ,  V. Pres.t 
A. V. Sill, Clerk.

Executive Board o f the Religio-Philosophi- 
eal Society.

We now ask why this license is not revoked 
by the Pure President, who seems to be elected 
for life ?

FINANCE.

We are frequently asked, “ What have the 
spirits to say about money matters?'* or,“Why 
don't the spirits dictate a system of finance that 
will meet the wants of the day?*' or, What 
do the spirits think about inflating the curren­
cy?" or, "Are the spirits in favor of a gold 
basis ? " etc., etc.

Well, dear readers, we will give you two 
answers : 1st, We never ask a spirit or spirits 
to do what we can do ourself; hence, we must 
be in straightened circumstances when we ask 
angels, spirits, or God, to do for us. 2d, When 
we do ask we expect sound advice and good 
counsel; hence, we intend to obey it when 
given. We have been able to meet our en­
gagements tnus far through our own endeavor 

and trust to continue so doing.
But to the question. 1st, The spirits have 

had much to say to us on all affairs of life, and 
among these the financial matter has not been 
overlooked. The first conclusion arrived at is 
this, the world of human life must have mon­
ey ; second, what is money ; third, what shall 
the circulating medium consist of; fourth, who 

"Shall utter or make this money.
The conclusions reached are as follows; you 

may call them mine, or from spirits, as you like. 
Having arrived at the conclusion, we must 

have money, we next consider the question, 
What is money? Money is a coin for current 

use in trade, or as a substitute for it. It shall 
consist of any desirable substance, readily car­

ried, and occupying but small space. It should 

be manufactured by the Government, and in 

one place only. For a standard of money, 

gold alone should be accepted, and this should 

be held always by the Government in sufficient 

quantities to meet foreign demands. The 

greenback circulating medium is the best you 

have ever had, and should be continued. Gold 

should never supercede it as a circulating me­

dium. The right to utter and manufacture the 

circulating medium should belong to the Gov­

ernment alone, who should issue the full vol­

ume of currency required for all purposes of 

commerce.

We therefore hold the following plan feasi­

ble and practical, to-wit: 1. Do away with all 

National Bank currency forever ; 2. To utter 

in its place eight hundred millions of dollars 

in greenbacks of the following denominations, 

one-quarter in script, ten, twenty-five, and fifty 

cent bills, three-quarters in I, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, 

100, 500, and 1000 dollar h ills; these bills to 

bear no interest, to be redeemed as follows, 1st, 

In gold or silver, as might be required by the 

holder, at sight, in sums npt to exceed $  1000 ; 

all sums over $1000, thirty days notice. 2d, In 

bonds at ten, twenty, thirty, and fifty years, at 

4  per cent., payable semi-annually. 3d, The 

Government to have the right to loan green­

backs to the people on real estate, at one-third 

of its appraised value, provided it is improved 

real estate and in possession of the actual 

owner, he living on the land, at 5 per cent.; 

that is to say, A. B., owns a house and lot 

worth $3000; the Government may loan him 

$1000 at 5 per cent, interest, the interest pay­

able in gold. That this currency should be re­

ceived as legal tender for all save duties.

This plan strikes us as feasible and capable 

of being carried into effect. This is but a 

rough outline of what w e have in view ; let us 

hear it criticised, pro and con. What shall he 

the circulating medium o f our country, and 
who shall make it ?

The benefits to be derived from this system 

are, 1. The stoppage of interest on $800,000,- 
000 of money, now paid by the people; 2. The 

direct income to the Government of many mil­
lions in interest for the use of this m oney; 3.

A large item in the wear and tear of this mon­
ey, which would take place annually. The 

holders of the money Xfould be directly res­

ponsible for the money to each other.
Let us have a greenback circulating curren­

cy ; let it be the people's money, under just 
and legal restraint.

N. B. — Critics must confine themselves to 
800 words or under, in answering or criticising 
this problem.

We call attention to the reduced rates offer­
ed by J. V. Mansfield for answering sealed let­
ters through Spirit control. We have known 
Bro. Mansfield for many years and can vouch 
for his mediumship. Send him $3, and receive 
the worth of your money in good news from 
those once your friends in Earth life, now your 
Spirit friends in the Summer-Land, l ie  can 
be found at 361 Sixth avenue, New York.

We once believed in Spiritualism, we now 
know it to be true, and that the Physical and 
Spiritual World are one. That the ripe fruit 
of the material is spirit; that the bud, blos­
som, and green fruit of this world is only the 
developing of the spirit and the Spiritual, hence 
every hud that is crushed, every blossom that 
is frosted unto death, every green fruit ruth­
lessly torn from the stem of the parent tree, 
must of necessity enter Spirit life at a disad­
vantage. Then let us ripen up into true man­
hood, womanhood, and the more perfect we 
are here the greater perfection we will reach 
out to and arrive at in the Spiritual. The 
good man or woman here, the perfected man 
and woman hereafter.

Let our endeavor, then, he to improve the 
soul and the temple, that we may fully under­
stand the God within us. O soul, he true to 
thyself, work, work, for salvation, for work is 
prayer, and the honest toil of the true soul 
will win the blessing, Let us be a hand of 
loving Spiritualists at work, working out our 
salvation, which is this, to be ourself on earth, 
in heaven, or wherever the soul may find itself. 
God is love, and his love is free to every long­
ing, sorrowing soul. Let us love God with all 

our soul.

T H E  COWARD.

All are cowards who know the truth and 

dare not speak it. He or she, who sits in the 

light and bars others from receiving the light, 

is a coward, and wanting in moral worth and 

common truth.

The man who sits in his chair as an editor, 

and robs his neighbor of his character, is both 

a thief and a coward, and needs to be exposed.

The man or woman who writes up purity 

and cries down evil, and lives in all his private 

walk the life of a sensualist, is a liar, knave 

and cow ard. 4
It is a coward's deed to publish a charge of 

offense against any one, and refuse him the 

right to be heard.

It is cowardly to stand behind the pulpit and 

condemn your neighbor, and then protect your­

self under the plea of '* I am a minister.”

Be a brave man and woman, reform your er­
rors, subscribe for T he Spiritualist at 
W ork, and he a reformer in all which that 
word means.

It is cowardly to pay your money into the 

coffers o f the Church and sponge your Spirit­

ual food of mediums, who are helpers of God.

O U R  EXCHANG ES.

The S p iritu a l Magazine, S. Watson, editor 

and proprietor, is before us, full o f Christian 

truth and good Spiritual food, as well as sound 

reasons. The editor writes,

“ The success of the S p iritu a l Magazine, in 

every respect, has far exceeded our expecta­

tions." This is well and as it should be, and 

speaks well of Bro. Watson’s effort. We trust 

that Vol. 2 will close its twelfth number under 

better conditions. Terms, $ 2  per annum for 

Vol. 2.

On our return from Minnesota we found the 

Investigator, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Vol. I, on 

our table. We like this live little sheet, for it 

is outspoken in all things. Published by the 

Investigator Association, at 33 Park Row, 

room 33, New York. Terms, $1 per annum. 

Welcome, child of the East. There is room 

for all in the Father's house. May you live and 

flourish, and not starve and- die of neglect.

Will all of our exchanges please send to our 

address at Lombard, Dupage Co., 111.

We shall publish a volume of Tests given by 

us, in the course of a few weeks, under the ti­

tle of Life Experiences During Twenty Years' 

Investigation. The book will contain some 
350 pages of approved tests of Spirit life. 
Price, $2. Persons wishing a copy can order 
at any time in advance, and we will send them 
one as soon as published, and we trust to give 

it to our readers and friends by the 1st of 

March, if not before.

We have for sale a few copies of the “ New  
Gospel of Health," price $2.50. This book 
should be in the hands of every Spiritualist in 
the land, and especially the young. Dr. Stone 
bequeathed to the world a blessing when he 
published the “ New Gospel of Health."

We have read Lois WaislH’ooker's new book, 
“ There is Nothing Like It,’’ and we believe 
the title represents the book, and is appropri­
ate, for we have found nothing like it.

SOME LIGHT ON TH E SUCCESSFUL 
NASHUA CAMP-MEETING.

We are in receipt of the following letter 
which speaks for itself:

N a s h u a , I o w a , Oct. 31,1875.
E. V. W il s o n  — Dear S ir: I have just fin. 

ished reading Dr. Sanford's “ lie  shows up the 
Dubuque Camp-mccting in his own true light."
I was not at the Dubuque meeting, hut I am 
the person to whom the Doctor wrote and with 
whom he done all his correspondence about the 
“ said second Camp-meeting " at Nashua, and 
I must say that the Doctor deserves no credit 
whatever for there “ not being no close com­
munion among us.*' l ie  could not come here 
with his close communion ; his narrow, con­
tracted, miserable platform was more than can 
ever be submitted to again at this place, and 
the Doctor knows it.

We wanted Jamieson at the Nashua meet- 

ing, and should have had him, but for that 
platform and the pharisaical self-righteousness 
of its leader. The Doctor should not be so 

chafed over " A Camper's power " to injure his 
reputation ; hut a little more careful lest lie 
himself injure it, as he certainly has done with 
his best friends here.

He appeared to he very indignant with the 
“ Free-lovers," for their interfering w ith his ar­
rangements at the Dubuque meeting, and it 

seemed to be his desire to get away up here, 

and then throw dirt, or abuse ‘‘Severance, 

Wilson, and Woodhull" ; but this privilege 

was denied him or any other of the speakers, 

for it was one of the conditions under which 

they came here, that no reference or abuse, or 

slurs whatever should be made about or thrown 

at “ Free-love,” as they understood it (we mean 

Dr. S. and his followers or helpers), as most of 

the very best Spiritualists of this place are 

either out-and-out avowed Woodhullites, as we 
understand her% and are less in sympathy with 

the views of Dr. Sanford and his narrow plat­

form. And these S p iritua lists , to whom /  re­
fe r , are persons who are irreproachable in their 

lives, as well as characters, pure Spiritualists, 

that S. S. Jones might endorse.

Well, it is really amusing to the Radicals 

here, and I doubt not all that attended the 

meeting, to see how self-satisfied the Doctor 

is over the results of the Nashua meeting, and 

better satisfied that no “ Camper " was hereto 

report to Wilson, for there certainly were no 

crumbs of comfort for the Conservatives, save 

that the Doctor's abuse was turned from the 

Free-lovers to the churches, in wrhich he out­

raged the better feelings of his friends, as well 

as strangers. Radicals were more than once 

pleased and gratified with his thrusts at Con­

servatism. In fact, the whole ground of Rad­

icalism was considered, every point worthy of 

thought was advanced by speakers present, as 

well as by Dr. Sanford. It was, however, done 

under cover, but the fact, the principle, was 

fully illustrated, the intent to the contrary not­

withstanding.

Now, it is too thin for the Doctor to claim 

that the Woodhull nastiness was not there to 

disturb the meeting, or that other speakers did 

not understand it to be so. But the fact was 

patent that S. S. Jones had not pronounced his 

bull against the meeting, hence the speakers 

could cover their thoughts with better lan­

guage, thus announcing the principle without 

going into detail. We have, however, reached 

the conclusion that the Doctor derives great 

satisfaction in the opportunity afforded him to 

parade his name before the readers of the R 
P . Jo u rn a l “ as the great getter-up and man­

ager of the Iowa State Camp-meeting," with 
one tent and seven occupants, with eighty out­

siders, before whom he could vent his spleen 

against “ Severance, Wilson, and Camper.'*
Well, the Doctor has run his race ; let us 

not crucify him, but when next you meet him 
in want help him into notoriety, by paying his 
expenses to a convention. But really, Bro. 

Wilson, the great object the Docior has in view 
is to become the editor of “A Frontier Depart­
ment j* in the R .-P . Jo u rn a l/  but in order to 
do so he must succeed better in the future than 
he did at Nashua or Iowa Falls, as a Test me­

dium, or he may be given the cold shoulder 
again, as it was given him by the Odd Fellows 
at Fort Dodge not long ago.

Please put me down for your paper.
T r u l y  y o u rs ,  A  C a m p e r .

Warren Smith is again in the field as a Lec­
turer. See notice of him in another column. 
He is worthy, keep him at work. He will re­
ceive subscriptions for T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  a t  

W o r k . Terms, $1.10 for 26 numbers.
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^ e s t  d e p a r t m e n t .

E very  s ta te m e n t in  th is  d e p a rtm e n t c a n  be de- 

pended on as s tric tly  tru e  a n d  w ithout exaggeration. 
W e m ust n ot o n ly  have th e  nam e o f  th e  m edium  

through  whom  th e  te s t  m ay be g iven , b u t w e m ust 

have reliable p roof o f  th e  t ru th  o f such  sta tem ents.

THE TEST.

On the route to Minneapolis, we saw by a 
man (who had with him a little girl, some six 
years old) the spirit of a woman. After a lit­
tle, she came to us, saying, M There is my hus­
band and daughter. I ask you to tell them of 
my presence ; he does not believe in this law, 
and yet he feels that I am in the hands of God 
and happy. Will you oblige me by giving this 
communication to him ? I have been in Spirit 
life three years and four months ; I was twen­
ty-six years old when I passed over the river.” 

We hesitated a little, and then spoke to the 
man, giving him what the Spirit wife had told 
us. He replied:

" My wife has been dead three years and four 
months, and was twenty-six years old when she 
left me. Can you describe her ? "

“ Yes.” And did so.
“ That is very good, indeed. Where did she 

die?”
“ In Kentucky.”
“ Correct again. And now, sir, do you want 

me to tell you just what I think of all this?” 
“ Yes, if you please, do so.”
“ Well, sir, I do not believe one word of 

what you told me. It is true, and yet it is not 
true. 1st. There is no such thing as the spirit 
of one who died a natural death returning to 
this world ; 2d. I would not have this darling 

wife, who loved me with a true love, who died 
in Christ, and is now an angel with angels be­

fore the throne of God, return to this world ; 
she has something better to d o ; and, 3d. If it 
is true it is all the work of the devil, and I 
want nothing to do with diabolism.”

“ Well, my friend, you have made quite a 
speech. Now, if you please, listen to me a 

few moments. 1st. How do you know it is the 
work of the devil ? and what would be the 
first act of this loving wife, supposing she had 
been absent in Europe three years and four 
months ? ”

“ Sir, it would be an impulsive outpouring of 
the soul in loving caresses of her child and her 
husband.”

“ Just so ; and this is her act, her wish in 
this case. She is yet a woman, full of intensi­
fied love, and comes to her mate and child as 
in the olden tim e; failing in making an im­

pression on your orthodox soul, she turns to 
the stranger and asks for help, and you charge 
her with being a devil.”

“ No, no, not that; I did not say that she 
was a devil, this is what I said, ‘ If  this is true 
"it is all tl^p work of the devil.’ ”

“ Exactly. Now, sir, you have corroborated 
all we told you, then stated, ‘ It is not true ; 

there is no such thing as the spirit of one who 
died a natural death returning, and if they did 
it was all of the devil.’ Now, sir, here is cor­
roboration, admission, denial, and accusation, 
and when you say that it is the devil, you indi­
rectly say that this loving wife is, 1, in the 
hands of the devil, or, 2, that the devil has a 
familiar acquaintance with you and your af­
fairs. Now we ask you to prove by argument 
and law that this is true.”

'• I can’t do i t ; I believe it, have been taught 
it, and the idea that it is the work of the devil 
is being proclaimed from every pulpit in the 
land.”

“ All that is true, sir, and yet it proves noth­
ing. This wife of yours is a-living con trad ic- 

. tion of all you have said ; she returns, and is, 
in soul, the same loving wife she was when she 
left you.” 7

“ You say so ; I  do not see her.”
“ True ; but you testify that that which we 

see is seen correctly. Here the corroborative 
testimony is stronger than the statement; for 
you knew her and we did not.”

u And yet, sir, I cannot understand how you 
can see and describe that which I cannot see. 
I wish I could see her.”

“ You can if you will prepare for it.”
How can I prepare for this thing ? ”

“ By living correctly.”
“ I do, sir. My life is an example, a Christ­

ian example, of truth and manhood.”
“ Very glad to hear it, sir; but let us see 

how far you are correct in this statement. We 
saw you buy a cigar and smoke it to-day. You 
offered to treat that man just now and he de­

clined to drink. Which of you set the best 
example ? "

11 Do you call chewing and smoking tobacco 
and drinking wine a sin? ”

“ Yes, sir ; and a very bad example indeed, 
for a Christian to set before the world.”

“ You are very rigid in your views, sir. Sup­
pose I quote Paul, who advised Timothy to 
take a little wine for his stomach's sake, would 
you object ? ”

“ Certainly. But suppose we quote John, 
the Revelator: * And he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still.’ Would it warrant us in 
continuing any filthy habit we may be heir to 
or possessed of?"

“ Certainly not; but how do you get rid of 
the command,( There shall not be found among 
you *  *  one a consulter with familiar spirits,
*  *  for all these things are an abomination 
unto the Lord.”

** We answer you by quoting from John, the 
Divine, * Beloved,.believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits *; or we will quote you Paul, ‘If 
anything be revealed to another that sitteth by 
let the first hold his peace. And the spirits of 
the prophets are subject to the prophets.’ Mo­
ses or Paul is wrong, which ? ”

“ I understand you, sir; you admit both 
statements, and accept the latter as qualifying 
the former and placing the matter in a better 

light.”
“ Just so; and we accept the teachings of 

these angel mothers, wives, fathers, children, 
and friends, who come to us in truth, asking 
us to progress under the law of our nature, as 
far more acceptable than the old Hebraic idea 
of an angry personal God, and his arch enemy 
the Devil, and when we go hence we ask the 
All Father to let the angels who loved us in 
the earth form be present and ascend the Gol­
den Stairs with us.”

“ It is very, very beautiful. I wish I knew 
it to be true. I would give—”

“ Milwaukee, twenty-five minutes for din­
ner ! ” shouted the brakeman.

“ All I possess. When can I meet you again, 

I stop here ? ”
“ There is our address, sir. Call when you 

can, and * such as I have will I give unto you.’ ”
We shook hands and parted, to meet in the 

great hereafter.

TH E TEST — PROOF* POSITIVE — 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The test means simply a standard whereby 
to try things. For instance, we tell a man that 
we saw his brother in New York. The test 

in proof is our ability to describe him ; the 
name is not sufficient for identity, but a care­
ful description of form, face, hair, eyes, and 
marks covers the whole ground, and leaves no 
room to doubt. Hence the clairvoyant must, 

of necessity, be an important witness, if not 
the most important, in producing proof of 
man’s immortality. Therefore, we hold that 
the clairvoyant medium must be to Spiritual­
ism a test standard of proof. We further hold 
that we are in harmony with a law that acts 
upon us for good and evil, and that we are 

acted on, pro and con, hence, we should teach, 
demonstrate as well as illustrate this law in all 
our circles and meetings. With us this law is 
all important and is first in the test standard 

of proof.
The following test evidences of life beyond 

the stroke called death occurred with us, and 
was given publicity to, in the presence of many 
witnesses, during our late* visit to Minneapolis, 
Minn., and vicinity.

No. 1. There sat on our right, on Saturday 
evening, Nov. 14, at the Minneapolis mass­
meeting, two ladies; they were unlike in every 
particular. The young lady was tall and spare, 
with long oval features, complexion fair, with 
light brown hair, apparently yet in her teens. 
The other lady was short in form, fair features, 
angular, forehead fair and large, head covered 
with a full growth of dark brown hair, age ap­
parently forty-five. While talking, we felt 
an influence something like a galvanic current 
coming on us, directly this was followed by 
sharp, well-defined electric concussions or 
shocks, not unpleasant but clearly and well- 
defined. This continued for a few moments, 
and then we heard a voice speaking out of the 
air, saying,

“ This is my beloved daughter, in whom I 
am well pleased.”

We turned in the direction of the voice to 
see who spake unto us, and there, behind the 
young lady, stood one like unto a man. clothed 
with with fine cloth goods down to the foot. It 
was the spirit of a man, spare, tall, fair com­

plexion, features oval, a little long, hair brown.
He bent his head in love to her fair face, ten- 
derly, gently kissing her, then looking up to 
us, with all a father's love in his face, said, in 
tones that thrilled us, “ God bless my darling 
daughter. My child, I am thy guardian angel, 
watching faithfully over your every step."

Looking up to us we saw his soul thoughts; 
they were as follows: “ Thy father kisses thee 
in love to-night, child of mine; thy father 
greets thee, darling, on the strands of time, 
ever watching with thee, will guard and pro­
tect thee along the stream of life.” Then turn­
ing to the elder one of the two, poured forth a 
strain of soul thought, grand and truthful, in 
thanksgiving at the opportunity afforded, of 
conversing with the loved ones of earth life.

We carefully and fully described this spirit 
man to these ladies, repeating a part of what 
we saw to them. The spirit was fully identi­
fied as the father of the young lady.

The scene reminded us of the vision of St. 
John on the isle of Patmos. Are the blessed 
days of Revelation returning, in all of their 
glorified phenomena ? We hold they are, and 
that the man Jesus, with his legions of angels, 
once men, are now striving to open the Gate 
Beautiful, and thus re-establish communication 
direct with the primary and after life.

Spiritualists, do you realize the full import­
ance of this glorious gift — clairvoyance? It 
is Heaven's holy gift, and God’s truest soul 
spark, vouchsafed unto man. Let us reverence 
it.

No. 2. On Saturday afternoon, Nov. 13, du­
ring conference, we saw with a lady, Mrs. L., 
Anoka, Minn., the following phenomena:— 
There appeared a pale phosphoric light about 
her head; soon it brightened and enlarged; 

then there stepped out of it a pale, spare lad, 
of some fourteen summers. A sweet, fair face, 
with ambition written on his brow. He, so 
frail, weak in form, yet pure and white-souled, 
stood gazing at the sad, pale-faced woman be­
fore us. Then, with a wild cry of delight, he 
sprang forward, clasping his arms around her 
neck, nestled his sweet face in her bosom, 
thus hiding his face from us for a few moments. 
Then looking up into the sad face of the wo­
man, he said:

“ Mother, darling, I am not dead ; only yes­
terday, seemingly, you laid the frail casket of 

your son in the grave, but I am not there.” 
Then, laying his fair young face close to the 

side of hers, he seemed to whisper words into 

her soul which we could not hear. It was not 
for us to hear, for they were too precious for 
our crude ears or man’s coarse nature. Then 
looking up to us, he said, “ Tell my mother all 
you see, hear, and feel.” And throwing his 
arms around her neck he covered her face with 
kisses, pure as the wreathed snow, but warm 
as love’s impassioned kiss.

The power formed for this exhibit of won­
drous spirit power was waning ; turning to us, 
he said, “ Tell her all that you have seen and 
heard.” Then paling into a thin vapory light, 
he ascended the Golden Stairs, once seen by 

Jacob, and entered the Pearly Gate.
We turned to the mother and stated what 

we saw and heard. And the mother wept, as 
did many men and women, as we related the 
thrilling vision passing before us. The lady 
answered, “ It is my son, whose body we laid 
away in the grave this week.”

No. 3. To a young man, sitting near us, we 
said, There is here a man who was killed by 
the fall of a tree, as we understand the signal, 
seven years ago. We then entered into a care­
ful delineation of the character, habits, form, 
and face of the young spirit man we saw stand­
ing before us, stating that we believed it to be 
his brother.

The man replied, “ I have a brother who 
was killed in the woods, by the fall of a tree, 
answering to your description in everything, 
save one, and in that you are mistaken ; it is 
seventeen years since my brother was killed, 
and not seven, as you stated.”

No. 4. To a lady. We see with you a man, 
fully describing him ; he is your husband, and 
has been in Spirit life eleven years, as we un­
derstand it.

“ You are right in all things, save one, and 
that is, it is nine years since he died, instead 
of eleven.”

No. 5. To a lady. There is here with you 
a spirit, that of a man ; the influence on me is 
peculiar. It is as if I was riding rapidly, there 
is a sudden halt, I am thrown with great force 
on the ground. It seems that I am helpless 
and paralyzed, and that the accident costs me 
my life. This spirit is with you, madam, and

belongs to your past, and must have been well 
known to you.

The lady answered, " It is my husband, and 
the statement is a fact.” The statement was 
also corroborated by several witnesses who 
were cognizant of the affair.

No. 6. Given at River Falls. Judge P., of 
Ellsworth. Turning to a fine looking stranger 
of some fifty years or more, we said, There is 
with this gentleman two spirits, one of them is 
a man full six feet one inch in height, weight 
180 pounds, if not more, age sixty-five. He 
stands erect and is well preserved, his features 
are open, candid, and positive in appearance, 
his face fair, the eyes are hazel blue, forehead 
full, high, and fair, hair light gray, nose large, 
has a finely formed mouth, expressing both 
kindness and firmness. The eyes of this man 
have a keen, bright, magnetic look. He was, 
in temperament, a nervous, bilious, sanguine 
man, of culture, influence, and great force of 
character. He stands a little behind you, on 
your right. This man belongs to your past, 
and had much to do in forming the man by 
whom he stands.

There is with him a woman in the full prime 
of life, she is of full medium height, weight 
130 pounds, form slight but well built, com­
plexion fair, rather tending to the blonde, eyes 
full, expressive, large, and dark blue, with long 
thin eye-lashes. There is a fine curve over the 
eye, forming the brow, the nose is a little large 
when compared with the rest of the face, the 
mouth not large, well formed, the under lip full, 
the upper lip resting on it lightly, her face in 
its general form is oval, with forehead some­
thing like Byron’s. She looks at you with 
great earnestness, then turns her face up to the 
old man beside her, looking radiant in satis­
faction and delight at this meeting. This 
spirit man and woman are father and daught­
er, and we hold she is your sister.

“ Is there any peculiar mark on her face that 

you see?” asked Judge P.
At that moment she turned her face toward 

us, giving us a view of the left temple, on 
which we saw a mark, which we described as 
between a wart and a mole, minutely describ­

ing it.
The Judge replied, “ That is my sister and 

father that you have seen and described, and it 
is marvelously correct."

Thus the work goes on, line upon line, test 
upon test, and fact after fact, and these are but 
six out of over two hundred test given in our 
Northwestern visit of fifteen days.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN SPIRITUAL 
CONFERENCE.

To the Spiritualists and Free-thinkers o f lVis% 
The Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Confer­

ence will hold its next quarterly meeting at 
Ripon, Wis., on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of 

Dec., 1875. Mrs. Dr. Severance, of Milwau­
kee, is already engaged for the occasion ; oth­

er prominent speakers will be in attendance.
Let all come up to the work, and not leave 

the burthen to be borne by the few. The 
meeting will be called to order at 2 o'clock, p. 

m., Friday, the 17th.
ISAAC ORVIS, Pres. 

Dr. J. C. Phillips, See.
Omro, Wis., Nov. 24, 1875.

T he Spiritual Revelator.—An amusing 
curiosity, answers questions, gives messages 
and communications, and astonishes all who 
consult it. Send and get one, with directions; 
price 50 cents. Published by D. Doubleday, 
684 Sixth ave., New York. Prove all things 
and hold fast to that which is good.

Send us 15 cents, and get a Review of the 
Discourse of Rev. John Bakewell, Rector of 
Grace Church, Topeka, Kansas, on the Expose 
of Spiritualism. By E. V. Wilson.

We have on hand, for sale, T he New Gos­
pel op H ealth, 520 pages, 120 illustrations, 
neatly bound in cloth, price, $2.50, postage, 35 
cts.; paper, $1.25, postage, 25 cts.

T he World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviors, 
380 pages, bound in cloth, price, $2.

Wilcox’s A pproaching Conflict, price, 
75 cts., postage, 20 cts.

John Bakewell’s Sermon, reviewed by E. 
V. Wilson, pricey 10 cts., postage, 2 cts.%

Also one year of T he Spiritualist at  
Work, 26 numbers, 208 pages of the best read­
ing matter ever published in Spiritualism. 
Price, $1.10.

We will send all the above to one order for 
$6.25, postage paid, not including the paper- 
bound New Gospel of Health.
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POEM BY W H IT T IE R .

a t  th e  D e d ic a tio n  o f  th e  H a v e r h i l l , ( M a n . )  
L i b r a r y , N o v em b e r n t h , /J7jr. |

** I.«t there b< light I" God ipak* of old* 
And ov«r Chao*, dark and cold.
And through tha daad and formless frame 
Of Nature, life and order came.

faint r «  the light at Arit that then* 
On giant fern and mastodon,
On half-formed plant and beast of prey 
And man as rude and wild as they.

Aee after age, like warn, o’erran 
Tne earth, uplifting brute and man ; 
And mind, at length, in symbols dark, 
Ita meanings traced on atone and bark.

On leaf of palm, on sedge-wrought roll,dte-e
On plastic clay and leathern scroll.
Man wrote his thought: the ages passed, 
And lo! the press was found at last I

Then dead souls woke ; the thought! of men 
Whose bones were dust, revived again ;
The cloister's silence found a tongue,
Old prophets spoke, old poets sung.

And here, to-day, the dead look down, 
And kings of mind again we crown,
We hear the sage's woid ; we trace 
The footprints of our human race.

Here Greek and Roman And themselves 
Alive along these crowded shelves ;
And Shakespeare treads again the stage, 
And Chaucer paints anew nis age.

As if some Pantheon's marbles broke 
Their stony trance, and lived and spoke. 
Life thrills around the alcoved hall,
The lords of thought await our call I

, For the Spiritualist at Work.

I LIKE TO SEE A WOMAN IN HER 

PLACE.

" I like to see a woman in her place.”

" You do ?"
*• Yes. I do.”
“ Well, where is her place?"
” In the house. She was made for the house 

and belongs there, and has no business any­
where else. Them’s my opinions.”

" And mine, too,” chimed in Dick Scudder,
Bill Hunt, and half a dozen others of that class 

of men, one cold, wet day in December, 184-.
This conversation took place in a country 

tavern, not fifty miles from Boston. The par­
ties commencing the conversation were respec­
table looking men — one, a well-to-do farmer, 
Deacon F., the pillar of the Baptist church; 
the other, a fine looking, middle-aged man, 
with clear blue eyes, gray hair, whiskers brown 
tinged with gray, and as I looked at him I 
thought I had never seen a finer specimen of 
manhood. He stood for a moment, looking 
at the Deacon, and then turned to the group 
of men standing around the stove, who had 
expressed their opinions in approval of the 
Deacon’s idea.

" And you like to see a woman in her place,” 
speaking in a clear, determined voice.

“ Yes, we does,’’ answered Dick Scudder;
” and my wife knows her place, don’t she,
Bill?”

Now, Bill Bunce was the boon companion 
of Dick, and they were well mated.

The stranger stepped to the window, stood 
for a few moments looking out into the storm 
suddenly turning to the group of men who had 
just liquored at the expense of Dick Scudder, 
and were wiping their mouths with their coat- 
sleeves, he said sharply,
, “ Come here, quick, all of you. See there ! ”

. The Deacon, Bill Hunt, Dick, Bill Bunce 
John, and the rest of them, including the land­
lord, and one \>ther whose name we have not 
mentioned, made a rush for the windows facing 
the street, exclaiming,

" What is it ? What is the matter ? What 
do you see ? ” shouted Dick.

n See there, there in the street; in the storm, 
in the mud and cold ! See that woman ! Who 

is she and why is she there in the storm, with 
her arms full of wood ? ” sternly exclaimed our 

friend with the gray hair and blue eyes.
" That—that woman is Dick Scudder's wife, 

once beautiful, well educated, the belle of our 
neighborhood. 1 loved her many years ago 
she loved me ; we should have been man and 
wife. Dick had money, 1 had only honesty, 
life, and health. Her parents favored rich 
Dick and rejected poor Harry, and compelled 
Nelly to marry a bad rich man. My fate was 
then and there determined for all the future 
Alone, all alone, I’ve.lived these twenty odd 
years, and. now 1 am a wreck, Dick is a wreck, 
shipwrecked on the rock of intemperance, and 
Nelly, poor Nelly, she, too, is a wreck. God 
pity poor Nelly." Thus spake crazy Hal.

As he finished Dick Scudder stepped toward 
him, saying, “ Look here, H al, you have told 
that are story quite often enough in this town, 
and if yer don’t stop it 1'lUstop yer speech for 

yer.”
“ If her brother Ralph had returned from 

sea, as we expected him to, you would never 
have married Nelly Green,” said crazy Hal.

“ You lie ! ’’ shouted Dick, at the same lime 
planting a well directed blow in poor H al’s 

face, that sent him staggering across the room. 
Instantly all was confusion, and for some time 
nothing was heard but oaths and curses.

Our friend of the gray hair had left the room, 
crossed the street, and stood by the wife of 
Dick Scudder, offering to take the wood home 
for her. The offer was declined by Mrs. Scud­
der, and our hero returned to the bar-room, 

where peace once more held sway. As he en­
tered the room I saw the fire of manhood 

ablaze in his soul.

“ Where is crazy H a l? ” he demanded, in a 

stern, hard voice.
“ Here I am,” said Hal, as he wiped the 

blood from his face.
" What is ail th is? What is the m atte r?” 

exclaimed the stranger, for he was a stranger 

in the place.
“ Dick struck me,” said Hal.
“ What for ? ” the stranger demanded.
“ Because I told you how he robbed me of 

Nellie Green.”
“ And who are you ? ” he asked.
“ 1 am crazy Hal. Once on a time I was 

Harry Brown ; but that was long ago. Then 

I was the friend of Ralph Green, the brother 
of Nelly. Ralph went away, sailed in the ship 
Hector, of New Bedford, for a three years’ 
voyage, and has never been heard from. The 
ship was lost, and all on board perished, but 

Ralph, he is alive ; I know it, for I ’ve seen 
him, in my dreams, on an island, and last night 
Mother came from her home in Heaven, and 
kissed me as I slept, and said, ' Harry, darling, 

all will yet be well, and Ralph will come home 
to-morrow.’ And I have waited here all day 
for him. Hark ! I hear the signal gun. See, 
there is a ship in the offing. I t’s the Hector ; 
Ralph is on board, and when he gets here I’ll 

tell him how you used Nelly, poor Nelly, Dick. 
You had better leave, better go away ; not on 
my account, for the blow just now given me 
is nothing. I t  is the blow given poor Nelly. 
See, Ralph has landed, and is on his way here. 
Here ! no, no, not here ; for this is not oyr 
old home on the rock-bound const of New 
England, where Ralph, Nelly, and I used to 
play in the long ago. That was before you 
came to Gloucester, Dick, with your cursed 
city habits ; with your braggart nature, Dick. 
Dick, ha-ha-ha, you won her, 1 lost h e r; but, 
Dick, I have watched you and know you. I 
followed you from place to place, I have seen 
you'beat poor Nelly, again and again. I saw 
you try to kill her, and was ready to kill you ; 
but Mother spake out of Heaven, and said,
• Harry, don’t you do it, for Ralph is coming 
home, and will then take care of Nelly.’ And 
now, Dick, when Ralph gets here I will tell 
him all, and he will punish you. Dick Scud­
der, you are a murderer. You muidered little 
'Ralph. You murdered Betsy Mills, your first 
wife ; I  saw you do it, I saw you with my soul. 
They say I  am mad, but I am not. Hark ! I 
hear little Ralph cry ; it is the cry of death — 
the death-cry of your child. Little Ralph died 
by your hand, Dick Scudder, and now that 
Ralph has come he will care for me and Nel­
lie, and together we will weep over the past. 
Won’t we, Ralph?”

“ Yes, we will. I swear it by my soul, for I 
am Ralph Green ! ” exclaimed the stranger.

Swift as lightning Dick Scudder hurled a 

four-pound weight at crazy H al’s head, hitting 
him full in the temple, crushing in the skull, 
laying him at the feet of the stranger, who 
was none other than Ralph Green, the long- 
lost brother of Nelly, the wife of Dick Scud­
der. In a moment Dick was seized and bound. 
Poor Hal lay bleeding on the floor. Ralph 
and the Deacon lifted the lifeless form of Har­
ry and gently laid it on a bed- Then turning 
toward Dick. Ralph sternly asked why he 
hurled the weight at Harry Brown.

“ Because he blabbed.”
" Hence you would murder him ; have al­

ready done so.”
At this moment the door of the bar-room 

was thrown open, and Nelly Scudder rushed 
into the room, the image of despair.

" Where is Dick ? ” she ask&l.
" Here.”
“ Where is H al?”
" There, on the bed in that room.”
“ Who killed him ? ”
“ I  did/’J 'j  

“ What for?”
" Because he blabbed.”
" Betsy, Ralph, and now poor Hai ! 

killed by your hand, Dick.”

called a voice. It. •• Nelly I Nelly ! 

j  Harry.
Turning to the room where he lay, she saw, 

standing by the bed, the stranger.
“ It was Ralph, Nelly, darling ; come here ; 

he has come, Ralph, and now we will be hap­
py. Come, let’s kneel at Mother’s feet and 

receive her blessing.”
At this moment his eye met the eyes of 

Ralph Green. One look, and then he sprang 

forward, and H arry Brown threw his arms 
around Ralph's neck, exclaiming,

“ It is Ralph ; it is Ralph ! Mother told me 
he would come to bless us. Come, Nelly, we 
are waiting, waiting for the—the—t-h-e bless­

ing.”
And H arry Brown was dead. Died in the 

arms of his friend, with the love of his youth 
standing by his side. For five and twenty 
years he had been considered crazy, because 
he had believed in the return of Ralph Green, 

“ for Mother told me so.”
D,ick Scudder paid the penalty of his crimes 

on the scaffold. Nelly wept at the grave of 

H arry Brown. Ralph and Nelly left for a 
home in the. far West, and are at this time 
living in a quiet home out on the plains.

The Deacon has learned that woman has a 
place in the world, better adapted to her wants 
and aim than carrying wood in the storm while 
her husband is drinking up the day's earnings 
in the tap-ropm of the rumscller.

And we all have learned that woman’s place 
is just where her duty requires her to be. God 
speed the day when woman shall be free.

V io l e t .
Neenah, Wis.

is no demand ? If  money be the creation of 

the law of a nation, as all affirm, why do coin 
men insist that the nation ought to make it0f 

bullion only, when they know each coin doll,, 

will cost so much more than a paper one, and 

that, too, on account of the fact that bullion it 
too scarce to supply the world's demand for 

money, which enables the holders of coin to 
sell it to these coin advocates at figures equ| 
to, if indeed not f a r  beyond the ability of an; 

one generation to pay ?

To be honest, is it not the truth that this 
difference in the cost of coin over that of pi. 
per money that induces them to insist that the 

nation should adopt “ specie payments” ?

Let your readers estimate the cost of a gold 
dollar and compare it with the cost of a paper 

dollar, and then see if there be greater profit 

to the nation to pay for coin what is demand, 

ed, rather than hove the profits above cotton 
paper. Respectfully yours,

W . H o p k in s ,

Now, Mr. Editor, will you publish this ? I t  

is a statement of facts that occurred in New 
England long ago, my father being an eye­
witness to the most of what I have written, 
and many is the time he has told us children 
the story of H arry Brown and Nelly Green. 
Don’t you think that you were a little hard on 
me in your remarks on my last ?

All

For the Spiritualist at Work.

FIN A N C IA L.

F rem ont, I nd ., Sept. 16, '7 5 .,  

E . V. W ilson , E sq.— D ear S ir : I notice 
that you publish an article occasionally from 
different persons, which may merit greater at­
tention than any I can write ; but I  would be 
glad to have you throw one bombshell into the 
financial camp. I f  cost pf an article gives it 
value, the greater the cost the greater the value 
follows of course.

Prof. Bonamy Price taught that the “ labor 
of the miner gives value to coin.’* 1 Then, the 
labor of the farmer gives value to farm pro­
ducts. If  all coin advocates believe that cost 
gives value to the article, let them come and 
purchase my stock upon these terms, and if I 
do not convince them of their error they will, 
on their own theory, make a big thing of it. 
If a coin dollar pays the nation to purchase it 
by the sale of low bonds at forty cents on the 
dollar, which is on interest for fifty years, and 
may be one hundred, that dollar will cost from 
ten to twenty dollars. And there is only one 
dollar, and stands but about ten cents above 
a paper dollar, which costs the nation but one 
cent to make it, a dead loss of from ten to 
nineteen dollars on each gold dollar, and a.net 
gain of near ninety cents on each paper dollar^. 
And yet coin advocates hold that the nation 
better bear this loss than make the gain on 
paper. ,

A s a plow turns the surface o f the ground, 

so many, measure values. Now, if a mint of 
money possess greater value because it cost 
more, why will not this rule hold good on the 
plow ? If some coin man desires to make us 
believe he is in earnest, and is honest, and 
coin, because it cost the nation from five hun­
dred to one thousand times as much more than 
a paper dollar did, is worth more than the pa­
per dollar, let him purchase an old “ bull’s-eye 
watch,” and pay for the same one hundred 
dollars, or five hundred dollars if he wishes to 
make it still more valuable by piling up the 
cost of it, and see if he too does not come to 
his senses.

Value ! what is it ? Does it enlarge' the size 
of the article possessing it? And again, when 
the value is out, has the size of the article 
contracted? Does it occupy space? If not, 
how much nearer to nothing can he get ? If  
said coin man will be so kind as to tell us 
what is the source of value he may make us 
see, if he himself sees his point. Does -he 
know that value cannot be found where there

From  th e M inneapolis Tribune, Nov, 16th,

LIB ERA LISM .

7''he Pream ble an d  Resolutions adopted by the 
Convention recently adjourned—Communi­
cations fro m  the S pirit World—Interesting 
7'ests by E . V. W ilson—A Synopsis of the 
Sunday E vening M eeting.

The Spiritual ar.d Liberal Mass Conven­
tion which has been held in this city, and 
which terminated in a very interesting meet- 
ing Sunday evening last has proven at least 
two things : First, that the Liberal and Spir­
itual clement in Minneapolis is in excess of 
what has heretofore commonly been believed; 
and, secondly, that Spiritualism or Liberal­
ism—the terms are synonymous—is fast at­
tracting the attention of what may be termed 
the thinking and progressive minds of the age. 
However beneficial the series of meetings may 
have been to those who took an active part in 
the proceedings, or to those who by means of 
tests had their belief strengthened, certain it 
was that there was scarcely a less degree of 
interest manifested by those who were non­
believers, or were simply interested in know­
ing in what manner the professed truths would 
be presented. From the opening session, on 
Friday, until the closing, on Sunday, the at­
tendance and interest increased, and it was 
manifest from the first that the hall engaged 
had not capacity enough for those who wished 
to listen to the exercises. As many as four 
hundred were present Sunday evening, and in 
view of the fact that the revivals, Messrs. 
W hittle and Bliss, and the Paulist Fathers, 
both drew immense audiences on the same 
evening, the statement seems more remarka­
ble. To a great extent the financial and gen­
eral success of the meetings was due to the 
Committee of Arrangements, who were untir­
ing in their efforts to have everything pass off 
harmoniously and pleasantly. During the sev- 
eral days proceedings, a number of able and 
entertaining lectures were delivered, and the 
essays on “ Progression," the “ Social Ques­
tion,” and the “ Philosophy of Disease," will 
long be remembered by those who had the 
pleasure of listening to them, and while they 
were worthy of publication in full, we regret 
that we are enabled but to simply refer to them 
as above.

Previous to the final adjournment of the 
Convention the follow ing preamble and reso­
lutions, were presented and adopted, not, how­
ever, until the resolution relative to the sexual 
relations had undergone a spirited discussion: 

W h e r e a s , T he Spiritual element of our 
State having recently presented conditions of 
inharmony and conflict, and

W h e r e a s , We deem these conditions to be 
the outgrowth o f underlying causes antago­
nistic to the teachings o f Spiritualism, there­
fore, he it

Resolved, That we accept the harmonious 
philosophy as embodying all truth, and as 
truth is infinite in extent and variety, Spiritu­
alism, as its represen lativc, cannot be embodied 
in a creed or confession of faith.

Resolved, That the right to investigate and 
criticise all subjects, political, religious and 
social, is sacred, and we pledge our best efforts 
to preserve this right inviolate.

Resolved, That human organization is of in­
finite diversity ai]d gives an infinite variety of 
human character, and hence we freely accord 
to the individual all liberty of thought, word 1 
and action, compatible with the rights of 
others, r

Resolved, That the relation of the sexes 
finds its highest expression in monogamic 
unions founded upon love, and that mother­
hood is the highest and noblest office incident 
to human life.

Resolved, That it is our duty to disseminate 
that knowledge of the laws of generation that 
will enable parents to transmit to posterity 
better physicial conditions, and a higher order 
of intellectual and moral endowment.

Resolved, That withholding from woman 
the right of suffrage is a stigma on the wisdom 
and justice of the age in which we live.

Resolved, That by precept and example we 
should do all in our power to secure the. early 
eradication of intemperance from our midst.

Resolved, That our public schools should be 
strictly secular in character, and the introduc­
tion of sectarian teachings therein is an out­
rage and insult to the intelligence of the age 
in which we live.
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R esolved, That the exemption of $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0 , -  
000 worth of church property from taxation is 
gross injustice to the tax-payers of our nation, 
and calls loudly for reform.

R e s o lv e d , That we invite the co-operation 
of all men and women, regardless of caste 
and opinion, in applying the principles of 
practical reform to the elevation of the race.

R e s o lv e d ,  That the unjust and miserably 
partial laws recently enacted by our State 
authorities relative to the dower of woman 
should be annulled, and to secure this end we 
should petition our coming Legislature at an 
early day after its organization.

The Sunday evening, or closing meeting of 
the general session, was attended by a perfect 
throng, many being unable to gain admission 
to the hall. The meeting was called to order 
by Mrs. Lovering, after which the exercises 
were opened with singing by a select quartette. 
Col. Sweet then offered the following resolu- 
tions:

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention 
are hereby tendered to Mrs. M. A. Hanscom, 
Mrs. M. Shepard, and Mrs. C. T. Lovering, 
committee of arrangements, for their untiring 
efforts to make the convention a success ; and 
also to Mrs. Lovering, Mrs. Ward, and Mrs.
D. O. Sweet, for the sweet music furnished 
during the sittings of the convention.

Resolved, That the thanks of this conven­
tion be extended to Prof. Ludwig, who has so 
generously furnished the organ for this occa- 1 
sion free of charge. #

Resolved, That the convention commends 
Bro. Warren Smith to the confidence of the 
Spiritualists and Liberals of the State, as an 
able and worthy lecturer in the field of ad­
vanced thought.

Resolved, That when this convention ad-, 
journs, it adjourn to meet some tjme in June 
next, said time to be fixed by the committee 
of arrangements.

The above resolutions being unanimously 
adopted, Mrs. Lovering recited in clear, forci­
ble and unfaltering manner a poem appropri­
ate to the occasion.

E. V. Wilson, the great test medium, was 
next introduced, and for an hour and a quar­
ter he commanded the clostest attention of the 
audience, by reason of his consise and logical 
reasoning, positive statements, and incontro­
vertible proof of his assertions. Every utter­
ance was a forcible one, his conclusions were 
well drawn, and his manner of delivery was 
easy and pleasing. Having made an assertion 
he dare maintain it with all the sincerity that 
was manifest in every utterance. He began 
by asking the question, What is truth ? and 
afterwards defining it. Much he said depend­
ed upon the success of the meeting then in 
session. We have the truth and the truth 
makes us free. Being asked to-day if I fear­
ed God, I replied that I did once, but simply 
respect him now. I do not believe in the an­
swering of prayer. If the prayers of the 
Catholic or Protestant churches were answered 
to-day this world would be in a fearful condi­
tion. When I see the budding fruit, the wav­
ing grain, the falling snow, I bow my head 
and worship God—one who is so little under­
stood. I never met any one who knew more 
about God than I do, and I know positively 
nothing of him. With one hand pointing to 
time and the other to eternity we ask for con­
tinued blessings. Let the soul loose from the 
trammels of time, and who shall bound its 
possibilities? I come before you to-night as 
a medium, which signifies something between 
two. Whittle and Bliss are mediums between 
God and members of the audience which they 
address. Conversion takes place through them. 
A great many have been converted to Spiritu­
alism since these meetings have commenced, 
yet they have been saved without a hell. No 
sulphurous baths for them.

After speaking for some time in the above 
strain, and having given a brief synopsis of 
Spiritualism, Mr. Wilson suddenly paused, 
and pointing to an unknown lady and young 

irl on his right, made the assertion that while 
e had been speaking, he had seen standing 

beside those persons in question, a spirit form. 
The spirit had stooped over and kissed the 
brow of the girl, and said to him, “ She is my 
daughter. I nave been watching her for years, 
directing her every step and guarding all her 
ways.*’ Mr. Wilson then began to describe 
minutely the featurs and form of the spirit, 
and in conclusion was assured by the lady that 
it was the father of the child, and the spirit of 
her husband, who had been dead a number of 
years.

Mr. Wilson then proceeded to draw a com­
parison between the teachings of Christianity 
and Spiritualism, and supposing that both 
were a hypothesis, he held that in Spiritual­
ism there was more of the moral, of the ele­
vating and the progressive. Spiritualism leads 
to the path of virtue. While walking along 
Fourteenth street, in New York city, at one 
time, Mr. Wilson stated that he saw sitting on 
a low door-step, an old man, who, by reason 
of dissolute habits, had become a wreck both 
in body and mind Beside him lie saw the 
spirit form of his mother, who requested him 
to speak to her son. Stretching forth his hand 
lie extended to him a cordial greeting, and re­
lated to him the fact that his mother was be­
side him and watching him. The man was 
deeply moved by the information and burst 
into tears, at the same time lamenting the 
fact that he had refused her love, and had not 
listened to he* words of warning. In the 
expression of th“se sentiments, Mr. Wilson 
was sure that he bad found a spirit which he 
should pieet in gloVy. We have all heard of 
the story of Lazarus and the rich man. World­

ly wealth does not save souls ; it is only the 
wealth of truth that is able to do it.

Mr. Wilson nt this point closed his general 
remarks, and entered directly into his spirit­
ual tests, in which he is so eminently success­
ful. Turning his back to the audience, he re­
quested some gentleman in the audience to 
rise, and remain standing a sufficient length of 
time only to be seen by the audience. This 
being done, and the man having resumed his 
seat, Mr. Wilson stretched forth his arm in 
order to catch the magnetism. He then pro­
ceeded, and in a rapid manner related all the 
characteristics of the gentleman in question,

! going into detail even enough to locate pains 
in his body, and to give the exact dates at 
which certain important events in his life had 
transpired. The description was very minute, 
and when it was concluded an appeal was 
made to any one in the audience acquainted 
with the gentleman, and to the gentleman in 
particular, to refute or substantiate the princi­
ple involved, lie  sought no favoritism, wish­
ed no hoodwinking, but only nsked that his 
statements be verified only as far as they were 
strictly and absolutely true. The correctness 
of the statements, as a whole, being testified to, 
Mr. Wilson proceeded to describe the spirit 
which gave him the information. It was, he 
said, the spirit of a girl, with oval features, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, and other peculiarities 
also minutely described. The spirit had an­
nounced itself as the sister of the gentleman 
referred to, and stated that it entered the spirit 
world at the age of seven years, or eleven 
years ago. The facts relative to the last 
assertion were also authenticated, after which 
a variety of tests followed, equally wonderful, 
and too marvellous, for description. A great 
many spiritual communications were received 
from as many spirits who were present, and 
who were described by Mr. Wilson. All of 
the statements made by the spirits through the 
medium of Mr. Wilson were positive ones, 
and were either to be flatly denied or to be 
received as truth.

After the conclusion of the tests, the song 
“ Over the river they beckon to me,” was sung 
by the audience, when Mrs. Dr. Severance de­
livered a lecture in conclusion, and of which 
the following is a brief synopsis: .

The law of progress is universal, it comes 
from action. The speaker then spoke of the 
natural law of evolution, saying that when 
humanity first appeared upon the earth, it was 
more nearly allied to animal life than now. 
Matter arose to the highest form of advance­
ment when humanity began. Mankind is said 
to be an epitome of the universe. There is 
nothing in the universe but matter, either in a 
crude or refined condition. When death takes 
place, it is the elimination of the spiritual 
from the physical. The quality of the material 
which composes our spiritual body corresponds 
with that which composes our physical bodies.

Whatever habits we imbibe in earth-life, we 
shall have with us in spirit life. If we would 
have a perfect spirit life, we should lead a 
perfect physical life. The conflicting elements 
will be with us in the spirit world. Persons 
who do wrong, do so because they are com­
pelled so to do by the material physical laws 
of their life. There is in theory no personal 
responsibility. In the spirit land, the tobacco 
users and whisky drinkers will associate to­
gether, and those who on this earth seek to 
have an elevating influence, will exert a cor­
responding influence in the spirit land.

Man demands a reason for the faith that is 
in him, in accordance as he progresses in 
knowledge. We can know nothing positively 
except wbat we receive through the medium 
of our senses.

I believe in Spiritualism because I have 
seen, felt and heard Spirits. If I disbelieve 
Spiritualism, I disbelieve all my senses.

In spirit life there are low, ignorant and 
undeveloped persons. Spirits tell falsehoods 
as do people here. If we don’t want lying 
spirits we must not send liars to the spirit 
world.

Men make organizations, not organizations 
men. Let us advance in progression ; it is 
the grand idea of Spiritualism. The churches 
have their work and do their part for pro­
gression. I would not, if I had my own way, 
crush out of existence a single church. There 
are spirits in heaven looking for the great 
white throne, enjoying revivals and seeking 
for God with- the same blind faith as they do 
in this world. There are spirits in the spirit 
land who do not believe that they can hold 
inter-communication with people on the earth. 
People can live in ignorance on earth, so can 
they in heaven. We should guard against 
influences that come froqi the spirit world ; I 
have a right to question a communication 
even from the Angel Gabriel; I don’t believe 
in being led by the nose in Spiritualism any 
more than by Christianity; we must preserve 

/our individuality. We should receive spiritual 
communications find get all (he good we can 
from them. The time is coming just as cer­
tainly when spirits will materialize themselves 
and sit with us in our parlors or address us 
from the rostrum; grand ideas, noble truths, 
good , deeds are what will benefit us in the 
after life. Spiritualism is but the higher form 
of life.

The condition of many people will be re­
versed in the spirit world. As we lay up 
treasures on this earth we are apt to deprive 
ourselves of treasures in the life to pome ; the 
aspirations we have here we will have in spirit 
life; the conditions of this world affect the 
conditions of the spirit world; it is better to 
be a beggar here, if we have noble aspirations 
and arc working for the life to come, than to

be wealthy, worldly, and covered with honor, 
provided we have no future aspirations.

Spiritualism teaches us to love truth because 
it is truth, and not because we expect to receive 
a reward hereafter. The whole human family 
is a brotherhood. The ennobling and eleva­
tion of one person has little etlect upon another. 
Let us live in accordance with the laws of 
nature. Let us live for and build up a perfect 
manhood and womanhood.

Since I have been in Minneapolis, I have 
met an audience of thinkers, and I have 
enjoyed my sojourn in your pleasant city. In 
conclusion 1 will only say:
L ike th e  w hite  feet o f th e  w aters  falling  g e n tly  on the

shore.
M ay th e  blessings o f th e  angels rest upon you everm ore.

We willingly publish the following notice, 
and shall welcome the Pacific Liberal as a 
member of the great army of workers. \V* 
will be brothers and work together for the re­
demption of the world ; but the Plains of Pro­
gress are strewn with wrecked efforts of men 
and women, who have endeavored to save the 
race. Since oiir memory, we can count hun­
dreds that have budded, blossomed, and have 
blighted. May the Angel world help sustain 
the Pacific Liberal, but when we remember 
the fate of Common Sense, and others of the 
same ilk, all good, true, and faithful, we fear 

for the young child, and yet, let us hope and 
work on, and it may be our prayer will be 
heard. Let every reader remember T he S p i r ­

i t u a l i s t  AT W o r k  and every other true and 

faithful worker in the field.

T h e  P a c i f i c  L i b e r a l , an independent 
journal, published at San Francisco, Califor­
nia. Terms, twelve numbers, one dollar ; sin­
gle copies, ten cents. The Pacific Liberal is a 
radical independent journal, devoted to the 
discussion of the most advanced thought of 
the times upon questions relating to Science, 
Religion, Morals, Government, Education, 
Labor, etc. But especially will its columns be 
devoted to the defense of the civil and secular 
institutions of the country, established by the 
Fathers of the Republic, one hundred years 
ago, and which, it is conceived, are to-day se­
riously threatened on the one hand by politi­
cal knaves and corruptionists, and on the other 
by an ecclesiastical hierarchy, more dangerous 
than were the British soldiery a century ago. 
And this hundredth anniversary is a most pro­
pitious time for the re-assertion of the princi­
ples of the Declaration, and the consecration 
anew of “ our lives, our fortunes, and our sa­
cred honors ” to the maintenance of the free 
institutions of America. Liberals labor " for 
ihe more complete and consistent seculariza­
tion of the political and educational institu­
tions of the United States,’’ and to aid in se­
curing this object on this Coast, this journal is 
established.

Those who are in sympathy with the objects 
of this journal are respectfully solicited to aid 
it in any way they may elect, and to write free­
ly and liberally for its columns. The widest 
range of expression will be accorded to con­
tributors. Let us reason together. There can 
be no harm in honest, candid controversy. The 
editor, however, at all times reserves the right 
either to accept or reject whatever is written 
for this journal. Each issue of the Liberal will 
contain a valuable leading paper or essay upon 
some important question of the day, written or 
spoken by some prominent and able speaker or 
writer, on the Coast or elsewhere.

The'first number of the L ibera l will be issu­
ed on the first of November next, or as soon 
thereafter as possible. Let us hear from you.

Address all communications to
A . J .  B o y e r ,

Ed. & Prop. Pacific Liberal, 
No. 555Yi Minna st., San Francisco, Cal.

T H E  DAUGHTER’S LOVE.

M y  O w n  D e a r  F a t h e r  a n d  M o t h e r : 

With joy I greet you from my Spirit home. I 

am not now the little form you wept over, but 

a maiden, fair and pure as angels are. And, 

Mother, darling, when you come to this my 

home in the beautiful hereafter, then you will 
know thy daughter. Grandmother says that 

in features I resemble my mother.
O Mother, Father, if you*could only see my 

home. It is beautiful, filled with flowers, books, 
birds, and all that makes home loveable. We, 
I mean the band I belong to, all the loved ones 
of your early life, take pride in making a beau­
tiful home for darling mother and father, and 
all with you who are pure in life, to dwell in. 
Be patient, Mother, mine, yet a little longer, 
and the Golden Stairs you will climb with my 
father, who with you will win the Golden 
Chimes of the merry marriage bells. Yet a 
little longer, and fifty years have flown away 
since you and father kissed each other before* 
the bridal altar. Be patient, Mother, mine, 
for you and father shall live to embrace each 
other in the union of the Golden Circle of 
wedded life. Until then, do all you can to help 
on the work of life ; never fear to strike a blow 
for the right and in defense of the truth.

Ever remember, Mother, Father, that thy 
darling and thy mother and father, and all of

our own dear earth home, are around you, 
keeping guard over every step you take, that 
you falter not by the way. Let there be no 
fear of the downward path of life, all will be 
well. We will meet on the border land, and 
lead you to our home. Joy be with you and 
all we love forever. Farewell for a little while, 
then we will meet to part no more, and now 
with love we press on thy cheek a mother’s 
and daughter's kiss, an angel kiss. By-by.

Harriet Isadore Lawson.

Mr. Warren Smith’s lectures, delivered at

1
 Turner llall last Saturday and Sunday, drew 
choice and attentive audiences, and seem to 
have been greatly appreciated by people of dif­
ferent religious opinions. Our conception of 
journalistic duties admits no epitome or critic 
of religious lectures, no matter of what de­
nomination, into the columns of the Herald, 
hence we abstain from commenting on Mr. 
Smith’s theories. We are glad that the gen­
tleman in question obtained a fair hearing, and 
was liberally dealt with in a pecuniary sense, 
and are proud to state that the citizens of New 
Ulm were imbued with sufficient liberality to 
flock to his lectures. We would like to see any 
gentleman advocating views diametrically op­
posite to Mr. Smith's treated as well, believing 
discussions to be the mother of truth, and truth 
the highest good within human reach.—New 
Ulm lle ra ld .

Thus speaks a secular paper of one who is 
second to none as a thinker, reasoner, and true 

man. Contrast it with the course taken by 
some of our would-be Spiritual organs, and 

draw your own conclusions. Bro. Smith speaks 

for free speech, free platform, and 'free press, 
and was one of the able advocates of Progress 

at the Minneapolis mass-meeting, the greatest 

triumph of the season in the form of a Spirit­
ual meeting.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

G R A N D  O P P O R T U N IT Y  F O R  K N O W L E D G E .

W e will send one copy  o f  D r. .S tone’s g re a t w ork, 
T h e  N e w  Gospel o f  H e a lth . a  book of 519 pages, n e a t­
ly  b ound  in  c lo th , c o n ta in in g  over 120 illustra tions, 
a n d  one copy  o f  T he Spiritualist at Work, for one 
y e a r, to  a n y  new  subscriber, for $3.50, free o f postage.

W e will send K erseyG raves’ g rea t w ork, th e  W o rld 's  
S ix te e n  C r u c ifie d  S a v io r s , i2m o., c lo th , 380 pages, 
p ric e , $ 2 , a n d  one copy o f T he Spiritualist atWork, 
for one y e a r, postage  paifl, to  a n y  new  subscriber, for 
$ 3 *

W e will send both these books and one copy of T he 
Spiritualist at Work, for one year, to any subscriber, 
for $ 6.2 5 , postage paid.

T h is  is a  ra re  o p p o rtu n ity  for va lu a b le  investm ents. 
W e  c all on o u r p a tro n s to  com e to  o u r h e lp . W e need 
it  a n d  y o u  need th ese  books a n d  o u r  p a p e r. Com e, 
h e lp  us.

N O T I C E . .

T h e  F irs t  R eligious Society  o f  Progressive S p iritu ­
a lis ts  o f  C leveland m eets a t  T em p era n c e  H a ll, N o. 184 
S u p e rio r s tre e t, every  S unday  a t  7^30 p. m.
L . W . Gleason, R . Sec. D . S. C K lT C H L Y , Pres.

M R S . J .  A . P R O S C H ,

32 L a fay e tte  Place,^ N ew  Y ork. In stru ctio n  given 
in  P o e tic  a n d  D ra m a tic  R e a d in g , S tage business, e tc . 
T e rm s  m o d erate ._______________________  __________

D R . H A R R Y  S L A D E ,

T h e  reliab le  a n d  w onderful T e s t  M edium , for seve­
ra l ph ases o f  P h y sica l P h e n o m e n a ; am ong w hich  a re  
th e  follow ing, v iz., W ritin g  w ith o u t c o n ta c t, P la y in g  
on M usical In stru m e n ts, M oving o f  P onderable  M at­
te r , M a te ria liz a tio n  o f S p irit form s. N o . 18 E a st 21st 
s tre e t ,  N ew  Y ork c ity .

G . W . B A L C O M ,

C la irv o y a n t a n d  M agnetic  P h y sicia n . W ill a n sw e r 
c a lls  a t  a  disti n e e . T e rm s  $a  p e r tre a tm e n t. M a lta , 
Illin o is._________^ _ _ _ _ _

M R S . L . A . C R O C K E R ,

B usin ess a n d  T e s t  M edium , 383 W .R an d o lp h  s tre e t, 
C h ic a g o , 111. Office h o u rs  from  9  to  12, a n d  1 to 5 p. M.

M R S . D e W O L F ,

B usiness, C la irv o y a n t an d  T e s t  ^M edium , 415 W est 
V an B u ren  s tre e t, C hicago, III.

J .  V . M A N S F IE L D .

T e s t  M edium , answ ers sealed  le tte rs , a t  361 S ix th  
a v e n u e,.N e w  Y ork. T e rm s, $ 3  a n d  4 th re e -c e n t post­
age stam ps. R eg ister your letters .______________ _ _

M r s . R E B E C C A  M E S S E N G E R ,

104 S p rin g  s tre e t, A u ro ra , K ane C o., III., (box 1071), 
C la irv o y a n t. D iagnosis  o f  D isease, $1 ; w ith  p e r- 
scrip tio n , $ 1 .5 0  ; R e a d in g  D e stin y , 1 hour $ 1 ; by  let­
te r , $ 1 .5 0 . S en a age, sex , an d  m oney, to insure notice.

D r . C . D . G R IM E S , Sturgis, M ic h .,

H o ld s  h im se lf in readiness to  speak to  public assem ­
b lie s  o f  S p iritu a lis ts  a n d  P rogressives5 w ith in  reason­
a b le  d ista n c e. W ith  each  L e c tu re  will be delivered 
a n  O rig inal Poem .

0 T  T e rm s m oderate . A ddress,
D R . C . D . G R IM E S , 

______________Box 45a, S turg is, M ichigan.

P S Y C H O M E T R Y .
P o w er h a s  been given m e to  d e lin e a te  c h a ra c te r , to  

describe  th e  m ental a n d  sp iritu a l cap acities  o f  persons 
a n d  som etim es to  in d icate  th e ir  fu tu re , an d  th e ir  best 
lo catio n s for h e a lth , harm ony a n d  business. Persons 
desirin g  nid  o f  th is  sort will p lease send m e th eir  h a n d ­
w ritin g , s ta te  age  an d  sex , a n d  enclose

J O H N  M . S P E A R ,
_____________22 io  M t. V ernon s t . ,  P h ila d e lp h ia , P a .

S O U L  READI NG-
D r. J .  C . P H IL L IP S , o p  O m ro , W is .,

T h e  d istin g u ish ed  P sy c h o m e tris t, C lairvoyant a n d  
M agnetic  P h y sic ia n , exam ines by lock o f h air, a u to ­
g ra p h  o r p h o to g ra p h  ; gives advice  in regard  to  busi­
ness. T h o se  c o n te m p la tin g  m arriage, and th e  in h ar­
m onious, will do  w ell to  c o n su lt tn e  D r., giving ago . 
an d  sex . B rief d e lin e a tio n s , $ a ; full delineations, 
w ith  p resc rip tio n , $ 3 . M edicine se n t by  express, it  
desired .

"  I find no  g re a te r  p leasu re  th a n  recom m ending to  
th e  public  a  m odest, honest healer. J .  O . Barrett."

11 D r. J .a C . P h illip s , as a  M agnetic P hysician , is  
m eetin g  w ith  good success. E . V. Wilson.'*

"  T h e  b e st D e lin e a to r o f  C h a ra cte r a n d  D escriber o f 
D isease  I ev e r knew . W . F . J amieson."

D r. J. C. PHILLIPS, Omro, Wis.
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f i l i n g  d e p a r t m e n t .

l a  this Departm ent everything pertaining to the ad­
vancem ent and elevation of woman shall have a 

place, and o ar children also ; who are to be the men 
and women of the future. W hat they  will be, depends 
upon w hat we new teach them .

BY M. EMERSON WILSON.

Letters and comm unications for this departm ent 
m ust be addressed to M . Emerson W ilson , Lom bard , 
Illino is. M others, sisters, friends, one and a ll, send 
as l iv in g  truths*  life experiences o f your own souls, 

and let us live our real selves, our inner life, and seem 

a n d  be to each other what we really are.

A WOMAN’S ANSWER.
D o you knots you have asked for the  costliest thing 

Ever made by the Hand above 
A  woman's heart and a  woman's lifii- - 

And a woman’s wonderful love.

Do you know you have asked for this priceless thing 
As a  child might ask for a  toy }

Dem anding w hat others have died to win.
W ith the reckless dash of a  boy.

You have written my lesson o f duty  out,
M an-like, you have questioned me.

Now stand a t the bar of my woman's soul 
U ntil 1 shall question thee.

You require your m utton shall be alw ays hot,
Your socks and your shirts be w hole;

I  require yeur heart to be as true as God's stars.
A nd as pure as H is heaven your soul.

You require a cook for y eur m utton and beef,
1 require a  much greater thing —

A seamstress you’re w anting for socks and s h ir ts ;
1 look for a  man and a  king.

A  king for the beautiful realm called home,
And a man th at his m aker, God,

Shall look upon as H e did  on the first,
And say, “  I t  is very good.”

I  am so fair and young, but the rose will fade 
From my soft young cheek one day —

W ill you love me then, ’mid the falling leaves.
As you did ’mid the blooms o f M ay ?

Is your heart an ocean, so strong and deep,
I  may latuich my all on its tide ?

A loving woman finds heaven or hell 
On the day she is m ade a  bride.

1 require all things th a t  are  grand a n d  true.
All things th at a  m an should b e —

I f  you give this all — I would stake m y life 
T o  be all you dem and of me.

I f  you cannot be this — a  laundress an d  cook 
You can h ire — and little  to pay *

B ut a  woman’s heart and a  woman's life 
A re n e t to  be won th at w ay.

F or the Spiritualist a t  W ork.

THE THINKERS.

BY MARY M. D . SHERMAN.

Truth ever comes shrouded, and it is the 
thinker who, delving into the quarry of his 
own being, brings forth rich treasures of mind 
and thought, and unlocking the gates of our 
dull souls, lets in rays of light, enabling us to 
see eur pathway. The thinker stands upon 
his own ground, well knowing, if he would 
ibid back the curtains of error and doubt, he 
must be strong to dare and do.

In ages of the past, when conservatism held 
iron rule, it was at the risk of liberty and life 
for a man to dare think aloud, unless his 
thoughts corresponded with those around him. 
But even with such fearful odds surrounding 
them, men there were, whose souls were be* 
yond fear; men there were, who dared to think 
speak, and write, sending their bright, far-see­
ing thoughts centuries in the van. To-day, the 
world is reaping the benefit from their great­
ness, strength, and daring.

The deep, earnest thinker is a student at the 
shrine of nature. He delights to find the keys 
which shall unlock the doors of many man­
sions in earth, air, water, and sky, where he 
may search for mysteries, revel apiid beauties, 
and constantly arrive at the Soul of Things, 
which is Truth. The true thinker ignores 
nothing, he reads in everything a lesson of use. 
Trifles are to him wondrous keys, revealing 
golden treasures of knowledge and wisdom.

The thinkers of to-day dare thunder their 
thoughts to the world, letting loose their mighty 
power, bidding defiance to the guns of malice, 
superstition, and persecution, aimed at them 
by the ignorant devotees of thoughtless Con­
servatism. To-day, men and women dare pro­
claim their thoughts, even though they shock 
respectable society^from center to circumfer- 
ence. They dare, with their iconoclastic views, 
shatter the idols of custom, prudery, and igno­
rance, and teach the glorious possibilities and 
attainments enshrined within every nature. 
They dare teach freedom from all kinds of sla­
very, and that it may be abolished they work' 
with brain, money, and might, even though it 
lead to persecution and prison.

The thinkers of to-day, in Science and Spir­
itual Philosophy, are uttering their deep, pro. 
gressive ideas, whether men will hear or for­
bear. whether they are called sane or insane, 
moral or immoral, it is all the same, so they 
4can cause agitation of thought, and teach pro­

gression's notes, from the atom up to man, and 
onward to God and powers innumerable. To­
day, the mighty ocean of thought hath upon 
its waters barks of various kinds, containing 
men of various minds, each intent upon new 
explorations, seeking for more beyond, more, 
evermore. Upon this vast ocean Sherman and 
Lyon embarked, determined to find that which 
seemed wanting for further emigration and 
progression of the human race. Their journey 
was crowned with success, and they gave an 
account of their explorations in a book called 
by them The Hollow Globe ; or, The World’s 
Agitator and Reconciler.

E. V. Wilson, our brave, hard-working edi­
tor, is doing a mighty work in proclaiming the 
gospel of common-sense in whatsoever place 
he may be called to go. With his wondrous 
test powers he is making his name a household 
word, and with his free paper he is winning 
golden opinions from all sorts of people.

Thus the thinkers are at work all over the 
land, and their reward is with them.

Adrian, Nov. II, 1875.

THE DUMB SHALL SPEAK.

Whipples Home School fo r  Deaf Mntes, 
Mystic River* Conn.

This school was founded by Jonathan Whip­
ple, who was the first in this country to show 
that deaf mutes maybe taught to talk with the 
organs of speech, and to understand conversa­
tion by watching the motions of the mouth, or 
in other words, by reading the lips. This man­
ner of communicating with the deaf is made 
the basis of instruction in the Whipple Home 
School. The system is known as “ articulation 
and lip-reading.'* It brings the deaf person 
almost upon par in society with those who can 
hear. It is not surprising that this system of 
instruction for deaf mutes has so rapidly gain­
ed the public favor, often withheld from new 
inventions and discoveries, for its superiority 
to the sign language, so long made the basis of 
instruction in all American institutions for the 
deaf and dumb, is evident to even the most 
careless observer. But only those who have 
deaf children can fully appreciate the value of 
a system of instruction which unlooses the 
tongue of the dumb, repeating, as it were, by 
the aid of science, the miracle of Christ, when 
** the dumb spake and the people wondered.*’

The Home School is situated about one and 
a half miles from Mystic, a station on the New 
York and Boston Shore Line Railroad, and 
about seven miles from New London, the' 
southern terminus of the N. L. Northern rail­
road.

The general healthfulness of the place is al­
most unrivaled, and while the Home School is 
near enough to the village, with its railroad 
station, post-office, stores, markets, etc., to be 
entirely convenient, it is far enough removed j 
from all of the ordinal sources of temptation ‘ 
and danger, to allow the fondest parents to 1 
rest fully assured of the safety of their absent 
child, as far as perfect safety can be secured by 
human means.

The present Principal of the Whipple Home 
School, Zerah C. Whipple, is a grand-son of 
the founder, and is well fitted for his position 
by a love of children and a natural gift for 
teaching, supplemented by careful study and 
training for this special work. He is the in­
ventor of “ Whipple's Natural Alphabet,’’ the 
letters of which are pictorial representations 
of the organs of speech as placed to utter the 
various elementary sounds. This alphabet has 
been examined and heartily approved by many 
prominent educators, among whom are Prof. 
J. K. Bucklyn, Principal of the Mystic Valley 
Classical Institute, Mystic Bridge, Conn.; Prof. 
B. G. Northrop, Secretary of the Connecticut 
State Board of Education, New Haven, and 
Hon. Wm. H. Potter, a member of the Board, 
Mystic River, Conn.

Mr. Whipple is assisted by two excellent 
teachers, Mrs. Ida W. Benham and Miss Nan­
nie J. Moredock ; both ladies having had con­
siderable experience in teaching in common 
schools before accepting positions in the Whip­
ple School.

Mr. Whipple's father and brother-in-law are 
associated with him as joint proprietors of the 
school, and assist him in attending to the phy­
sical needs of the pupils. The children are 
treated as members of the family. Their mor­
als, health, and happiness are carefully looked 
after, and it is the aim of the proprietors to 
make their institution truly a Home School,

The school year is divided into three terms, 
of fourteen weeks each, commencing— first 
term, Sept. 1st; second term, Dec. 8th ; third 
term, March 17th. The charge for board, tui­
tion, washing and ironing one change of cloth­
ing per week, and general supervision, per term, 
for each pupil under 16 years of age, is $120 ; 
for pupils 16 years old, and older, special terms 
will be made, according to the length of time 
they are to remain in school, the kind of in- 

' struction required, etc. Payments are required 
to be made in advance ; one half at the begin­
ning, and the other half at the middle of the 
term. Pupils entering school before the mid­
dle of a term will be charged for a whole term. 
Those entering at or after the middle, will be 
charged for one-half of the term. Extra ex­
penses incurred in consequence of the sickness 
of a pupil will be charged.

Visitors are cordially welcomed at the school, 
and opportunity given to all who contemplate

placing deaf children away from home to be 
educated, to examine the system of instruction 
thoroughly, and to make all needful investiga­
tion on every point. Correspondence is solic­
ited, and all letters will be promptly answered.

We willingly give place for the above in this 
department, for it is indeed learning the silent 
to speak soul thoughts from the fountain of 
life, and is one more evidence that there dwells 
in every human being a sensate something that 
is eternal, and yet not the body or house in 
which it dwells. We call it spirit, and hold it 
of more value than all the wealth of the world. 
—Ed.

THE POWER OF ASSOCIATION.

How unsearchable are the sources of being ! 
And yet, though so unfathomable, how rich are 
the experiences derived from a close study of 
them ! We may begin with the most minute 
of created material, and what fascination is ex­
perienced as, with a clue here and there, we get 
something of an insight into its origin, its ca­
pacities, its workings, its relations to its next 
succeeding element, and finally the result.

For instance, we may take the acorn which 
affords the great oak ; the stone which produ­
ces the peach ; or, still more minute, the cotton 
seed, producing, if we are to judge from the 
great demand, one of the great essentials to the 
health and comfort of mankind. If we begin 
with the result and trace it back to the origin, 
we ask, “ Was that seed sufficient in itself to 
attain to these dimensions, or was it dependent 
upon the ministrations of its neighbors, and to 
what extent ? Of what value were the seed 
without the hand to plant, the sun to shine, 
and the rain and the dews ? How intimately 
connected are the different processes, and how 
necessary the contributions of each in it turn, 
to their ultimate value ? "

Sending out our thoughts in whatever chan­
nel or direction, we find that dependence is a 
necessity of existence. We might cite the in­
numerable inventions of man, which would be 
as waste paper, were it not for the support they 
receive in immediate connections. All things, 
both great and small, are subject to this law. 
And as we extend our researches from the ma­
terial to the mental, moral, and spiritual con­
ditions of man, we find that this law holds true 
there also. We have had innumerable illus­
trations of the progress or deterioration of the 
mind in proportion to its advantages for com­
merce of thought. We are constant observers 
of. the power of influences upon the actions of 
men, and to such an extent that, sometimes, 
we have wondered if they still preserved their 
identity. Paul, the great and wise apostle, was 
so imbued with the knowledge of the power of 
association, that, in his solicitude for the spir­
itual welfare of God’s people, his wise injunc­
tion was “ Not to forsake the assembling of 
yourselves together.”

It has been said that every one constantly 
exerts h silent influence either for good or evil. 
Oh, then, how necessary that the foundations 
of our being be examined into with the closest 
scrutiny, that no evil be lurking in the silent 
recesses. At the spontaneous outgoings of our 
being, our associates should be recipients only 
of purity and goodness, and in much compan­
ionship become assimilated from the lower to 
the higher qualities. Who can measure the 
magnitude of the responsibilities of living? 
Who can measure the grandeur of that life to 
whom the words, ” Well done, good and faith­
ful servant,” shall be meritoriously spoken on 
the last great day ?

Grand Rapids, Wis. H. I.
— Woman's Journal.

. A WORD FOR THE WOMEN.

We do not hesitate to say that the average 
woman, educated in the better class of the 
schools in this country, is a better scholar, and 
a more capable and accomplished person, than 
the average college graduate of the other sex. 
What we want is cheaper schools of equal ex­
cellence. The farmer's boy goes to college, 
finds cheap tuition, wins a scholarship, perhaps, 
boards in commons, earns money during vaca­
tion, and gets through, while his sister stays at 
home, becausd the only places where she can 
get an equal education are expensive beyond 
her means. There is no college that needs to 
be so richly endowed as a woman’s college. 
Women are not men, quarrel with that fact as 
we may, and they cannot get along so cheaply 
and with such helpfulness as men, while going 
through the processes of their education. If 
we are to have women's colleges, we must have 
well-paid*professors, philosophical apparatus, 
cabinets, collections, art-galleries, and labora­
tories, and they must be provided for by pri­
vate munificence. Provision should be made 
for the poor, so that high education shall come 
within the reach of all. There is not a wo­
man’s college, or an advanced public institution 
for the education of women, that is not to-day 
in need of large endowments for the purpose 
of bringing its advantages within the reach of 
those whose means are small.

Now we commend this matter particularly 
to rich women. There are many, scattered up 
and down the country, who are wondering what 
they shall do with their money when, and even 
before, they die. To all these we beg the priv­
ilege of commending this great object. Let 
the boys alone. They have been pretty well 
taken care of already, and the men will look 
after them. It is for you, as women wishing 
well to your sex, and anxious for its elevation 
in all possible ways, to endow these institu- 

I tions that are springing up about the country

in its interest, so that the poor shall have an 
equal chance with the rich. You can greatl* 
help to give the young women of all classes u 
good a chance as their brothers enjoy, and yon 
can hardly claim a  great deal of womanly ieel. 
ing if you do not do it.—D r. J. G. Holland in 
Scribner Jor October.

Body and Soul. — A distinguished clergy, 
man and a distinguished gymnastic teacher 
once met at a large dinner party, and fell into 
a playful contest of courtesy as to which should 
precede the other in going out to the table.

“ Certainly you should go first,” politely 
urged the gymnast, “ because you have the care 
of the soul; and the soul is of higher dignity 
than the body.”

“ N ay,” replied the clergyman, not to be out. 
done in affability ; “ 1 cannot precede you, for 
you have the care of the body; and he who 
cares for the body cares for the soul, too.”

“ I believe you,’’ said the gymnast; ” so, if 
you please, we will advance arm in arm—sym. 
bolizing the beautiful reciprocation of influence 
and of dignity between the two parts of our 
nature.”

“ Agreed ! ” said the clergyman, as he offer­
ed his arm.

This anecdote is an apt text for a sermon 
which ought to be preached from in every pul- 
pit — a sermon which might be made both s 
long and interesting one.

Miss Annie M. Putnam, of Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., has entered Whipple’s Home School for 
Deaf Mutes, at Mystic River, Conn., to learn 
to articulate and read the lips. She lost her 
hearing by sickness when only a year and a 
half old, and has received an education in the 
sign language at the New York Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb. When she entered school 
on the 9th of September, 1875, she could not 
speak a word that was intelligible to any one 
excepting her most intimate acquaintances. 
Now she pronounces such words as “ remem­
ber, Minnesota, understand, anxious, "etc., ah 
most as distinctly as they could be uttered by 
a professional elocutionist. She also reads 
questions from the lips, and replies orally so 
plainly that every word can be easily under­
stood by all who hear her speak.

The charming landscape which I saw this 
morning is indubitably made up of some 
twenty or thirty farms. Miller owns this field, 
Locke that, and Manning the woodland below. 
But none of them owns the landscape. There 
is a property in the horizon which no man has 
but he whose eye can integrate the parts—that 
is, the poet. This is the best part of these 
men’s farms, yet to this their warranty deed 
gives no title.—Emerson.

NORTHERN ILL. ASSOCIATION OF 

SPIRITUALISTS

Will hold their Fourteenth Quarterly meet­
ing at Rockford, 111., on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, Jan. 14,15, and 16, 1876, commencing 
on Friday at 10 o’clock, a. m., and holding 

over Sunday, the 16th.
Speakers engaged, Mrs. H. Morse, of Joliet, 

Samuel Maxwell, M.D., of Chicago, Dr. Stew­
art, of Kendallville, Ind., Dr. Severance, of 
Milwaukee, E. V. Wilson, of Lombard, 111. 
Mrs. Suydam, the Fire Queen will be present, 
and other Test mediums.

We expect Prof. Hudson,'- of Indianapolis, 
the Sankey of Spiritualism, to be present and 

entertain us with song and music.
This will be the opening mass-meeting of a 

series of meetings looking forward to a grand 
Camp-meeting next summer. The great feat­
ures of the meeting will be, 1. E. V. Wilson, 
in his role of Test readings of character, on 
Saturday and Sunday, unequaled. 2. Samuel 
Maxwell, under control of Dr. Gordon, a spirit, 
will answer questions ; never beaten. 3. Prof. 
Hudson will sing the best Spiritual songs of 
the age. The Professor is far ahead of Sankey 
or Bliss, the great revivalists. 4. Mrs. Suydam 
as Fire Queen is the wonder o f the world. 5. 
Dr. Stewart has no equal as a logician* and, 6. 
Dr. Severance, on How to Live* will be worth 
a month of hard study. Let all come up to 
this feast o f good things.

Remember, our platform is free, and that the 
Spiritualism of Northern Illinois knows no gag 
law*

D r. O. J. HOWARD, Pres.
E. V. W i l s o n , Sec.

Lombard, III., Dec. 4, 1875.
The Banner o f L ight, the R.-P, Journal* 

the Woodhull C laflin Weekly* the Crucible* 
and the Investigator, please copy once, and 
oblige.

SO U L  R E A D IN G ,

Or Psychometrical delineations o f character. Mrs. 
M ary M .  D . S h e r m a n  would respectfully announce to 
the public that she will, upon reception o f a  letter con­
taining photograph (to  be returned), month of birth 
age, married or single, animal an»» flower preferred, 
give an accurate description o(r ne leading traits of 
character, with marked change^dn past and future life.
Terms, $ i  and two postage st/m t 

M r s . M A R Y  
Be

m ps. A d d ress ,
It. D. SH ERM AN, 
c 1205, Adrian, Mich.


