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RESURGAM.

Thi bones of Winter whiten on the hills, =

Awarm south breeze the plnk-tlpged coppice fills,

The trout leaps shYIy ’neath the bank, and —hark !

Melodious, as of old; trills yonder lark. .

Pert rooks responsive caw ; while round their dams

On slopy hill, for gladness race the lambs.

A gentlé shower drops down from heaven's deep blue,

A softer murmur steals the hazels through,

The first Pal_e primrose glimmers ‘neath the thorn,

From halt-hid violets faintly scents are borne ;

TV uncurling fern frost's last strong fetter breaks.

From her long sleep the bright-eyed Spring awakes.
—Chambers' journal.

law of the king ; 2d, When Saul is in sorrow,
she ministers unto him, as follows: “And the
woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was
sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, thine
handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and | have
put my life into mine hand and have hearken-,
ed unto thy words which thou speakest unto
me. Now therefore, | pray thee harken thou
also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let

| me set a morsel of bread before thee ; and eat,
THE RELIGION OF GHOSTS. I that thou mayest have strength when thou goest
Behold there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit, >on thy way. Bl_“ he refused, and said, _I will
o A T eEe, ot A T | ot cat. But s servarts, togeter with the
?ﬁey came to the woman by night | and he said, | pray 1W0r_nan,_compelled him, and he harkened unto
mg%i%ﬂg?ﬁﬁé?nwes?]%ﬁhﬁmfﬁﬂ% SIRLQF_Ean%'LTe their voice. @o he arose from the earth, and
Xxviii: 7, 8. sat upon the bed. And the woman had a fat
At the head of this article we place the fa-1calf in the house ; and she hasted, and killed
mous text of Dr. Talmage of the Brooklyn j it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake
Tabernacle. We have not room to give the unleavened bread thereof: And she broughtit
whole discourse or sermon, only extracts, such before Saul and his servants, and they did eat.”
‘ak'we deem worthy of a reply: *md pm i — 1 Samuel KL 1 —
First, We have never heard a minister do i  The first king of Israel was Saul, chosen by
justice to the woman of Endor, or speak re- |1 Samuel the medium, from the family of Kish,
spectfully of her. Why? Because the chapter j a Benjamite, a choice young man and goodly
and every character in it is Spiritualism sim- : —from his shoulders and upward he was high-
plified. In I Samuel xxv: I, Samuel’s death |er than any of the people. 1 Samuel ix. This
in Ramah is fully proven and on record, B. C. man Samuel anointed king. 1 Samuel x: 1.
1060. In 1 Samuel xxviii, we find the dead And proclaimed him king. *“And all the peo-
man at Endor, B. C. 1056, many miles from ple shouted and said, God save the king.” 24.
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where he died and was buried, and four full
years after his death and burial.

Second, There is a woman of Endor, who
has a familiar spirit, with whom she councils
and advises. And she is called on, as medi-
ums in our own time are called upon, for coun-
sel. One, at least, of her visitors is very res-
pectable, and his household the first in the land,
and his evidence is a thoughtful subject of
Spiritual phenomena, as well it might be, forhe
was the subject of Spirit choice, and at one
time a medium. Members of his family are
familiar with this woman of Endor, and advise
the King, in his sore distress and hour of trial,

to take counsel from some reliable Spirit me-

dium, and the woman of Endor is selected.
Third, The spirit Samuel, while on earth,

was familiar with the law of Spirit control and

a medium from his childhood. *“ But Samuel

Saul was thoroughly instructed in his duty,
and informed by Spirits, through Samuel, what
he should do. And he departed from the law
and ran after priests, and the fashions of the
day, and the Lord departed from him. " But
the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and
an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. And
Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an
evil spirit from God troubleth thee.” They pro-
cure music and the spirit is laid, and Saul par-
tially relieved. 1 Samuel xvi: 14-16. The
evil, however, continued with Saul until God
and the angels became disgusted with him and
deserted him altogether. 1 Samuel xiv: 37.
And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord
answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by
lurim, nor by prophet. Then said Saul unto
| his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a
familiar spirit, that 1 may go to her and en-
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feet of the truth, and that is very well for a  True, Dr. Talmage, and where docs the
minister. There is no rap signified in the Church find its victims? How came you a
text, or herbs, or any other exhibit of anything member of the Church? Trouble, sin, sor-
that could possibly lead one to suppose that row, shame; and you weretold to repent your
the woman was a fortune teller. In fact, the sins and come to Christ, or go to hell. Now,
whole statement made by Dr. Talmage is Doctor, would you have been in the Church,
blarney and fiction. Josephus speaks of this but for this trouble? We opine not. Hence,
woman in the very highest terms possible, as if such are the victims of the Church, why not
one of excellent character*. And certainly the of Spiritualism? Hence, Doctor, your argu-
whole book of 1 Samuel gives Dr. Talmage ment is sophistic.
the lie. In regard to dark circles, and phenomena in
In regard to Saul's trouble, we can only say the dark or night, we refer you to the night
that it was caused by his departure from the scenes of the Bible, and in parity, that if Spir-
fact evidence of Spiritualism ; hence he is de- itual phenomena is a “swindle,” because oc-
serted. Now the Doctor has labored hard to curring in the dark in our time, it was a swin-
show that all Saul's trouble came upon him dle in Bible times. “ I learn still farther from
from this one visit to the woman of Endor, this subject, that Spiritualism and necromancy
when in fact the woman of Endor fills up the are affairs of darkness. # * The majority
measure of prophecy, so far as Saul is con- of their wonders have been swindles, and de-
cerned. Samuel says unto Saul, Wherefore, ception prospers best in the dark.” We now
then, dost thou ask me, seeing the Lord is de~ call your attention to the Bible phenomena.
parted from thee and is become thine enemy? 1st, The heavens and the earth were created
And the Lord hath done to him as he spake in darkness. Gen.i: 2 ; hence a deception
by me : for the Lord hath rent the kingdom and swindle; 2d, Samuel was called in the
out of thine house and given it to thy neigh- night. | Sam. iii. The handwriting on the
bor, even to David : Because thou obeydstnot wall was in the night. Nebuchadnezzar's
the voice of the Lord, nor executed his fierce dream was in the night. Daniel’s prayer in
wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord the lion’s den was in the night. Jonah was in
done this thing unto thee this day.— 1 Samuel the whale’s belly in the night. The angel of
XXViii}16- 18. destruction visited Egypt in the night, *“ about
If Dr. Talmage will refer to 1 Samuel xv  midnight." Exod. Xi:4. The Passover is in-
g, 28, he will find that Saul's conduct had stituted and eaten in the night. The unleav-
brought down the anger of the Lord upon him. ened bread was eaten inthe first month, on the
And Samuel said unto him, The Lord hath fourteenth day at even. “And ye shall eat it
rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day seven days at even.” Exod. xii. Daniel’s vis-
—B. C. 1079, or twenty-three years before this ion on the banks of the river Ulai was in a
visit to the woman of Endor. So much for deep sleep. Dan. vii. Two angels are in the
that part of Dr. T.'s bitter speech on Spiritu- house of Lot at night. Gen. xix. God came
alism. The woman of Endor was a medium, to Abimelech inadream by night. Gen. xx: 3.
respectable, honest, law abiding, and far more The daughters of Lot lie with him in the night
Christ-like than Dr. Talmage. Samuel was and Moab and Ben-Ammi are begotten. Gen.
once a man, died in 1060 B. C., was a sensate, Xx. And there are scores and scores of night
thinking being, an immortal man,spirit, in 1056 phenomena in the Old Testament besides those
B. C., and is now. Saul the king came to this quoted. All of these are " swindles and decep-
woman, called for Samuel, he came and testi- tions,” because they occur in the night.
fied, and that testimony proved true. The  We now take up the New Testament phe-
witness belongs to our opponents, and they nomena. Joseph’sdream was in the night. Je-
have no right to impeach her, and her testi- sus was born in the night. The wise men saw

ministered before the Lordbeing a child, gird-
ed with a linen ephod.”—1 Samuel ii: 18.
" And the child Samuel ministered unto the
Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord
was precious in those days, there was no open
vision. And the Lord called Samuel, and he
answered, Here am I.  And he ran unto Eli
and said, Here am | ; for thou calledst me.

quire of her. And his servants said unto him,
Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar
spirit, at Endor. And Saul disguised himself,
and put on other raiment, and he went and
two men with him, and they came to the wo-
man by night; and he said, | pray thee, divine
unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me
him up whom | shall name unto thee. The
And he said, I called not; lie down again. woman protests, points out the law of Saul the
And he went and lay down. And the Lord King. But Saul was not to be put off. The
called yet again, Samuel. And the Lord call- woman consents, gives Saul a sitting, and we
ed Samuel again the third time.. And Eli per- have a chapter of Spiritual phenomena. And
ceived that the Lord had called the child.”—I there is no shaking it off. It is a fact, and to
Samuel iii: 1-10. For ninety years this man deny it is to deny the truth of the Bible.
Samuel was familiar with spirits as with men, Readers, compare this plain statement of
and it is all right, and when he becomes a facts with the exaggerated bluster of the Rev.
spirit he influences men and women as he had Talmage, and judge for yourselves who is
been /influenced; and one of his mediums is right and who is wrong. Where does the Rev.
this woman of Endor. . Talmage And authority for the height of Saul,
. Fourth, Her character stands unimpeached *“eight or nine feet"? Admitting that he was
for goodness, truth, and veracity, and espe- taller than any of the people, from his should-
cially on this occasion she exhibits more of the ers up, we will call six feet the full average of
true Christ principle than ever did a minister the people, and the average of the head and
of the gospel of Christ in our own time. 1st, neck twelve inches, and Saul was only seven
She is law abiding, and refuses to violate the feetin height. Well, the Doctor is within two

mony proving that we are right and Dr. Tal-
mage and the Church wrong.

One other point in the Bible testimony we
will consider; it is this : “ There shall not be
among you a consulter of familiar spirits, or
wizard, or necromancer.” These laws are to
be found in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteron-
omy. We answer, 1st, The law is proof that
spirits did control and influence men and wo-
men, then as noW ; 2d, That the spirits are not
forbid or prohibited from mingling with men
and women, or barred in the control of them;
3d, There is a law prohibiting men and wo-
men from communing with familiar spirits.
This is class legislation, and is not equable.

the star in the night; they were warned of God
in a dream, not to return to Herod. The angel
of the Lord appears to Joseph the second time
in a dream, in the night. When he arose, he
took the young child and his mother by night.
The angel appeared to Joseph in a dream the
third time. Matth. ii. Jesus was with the Spirit
and the Devil in the wilderness forty nights.
Jesus healed many, and cast out devils and
spirits in the night. Matth. viii: (6, 17. Jesus
walkcth on the sea in the fourth watch of the
night. Matth. xiv : 25, 26. The scene in the

garden of Getlisemanc is in the night. The

stone is rolled away in the night, and Jesus

came forth from the dead in the night. O,

Why not say to these familiar spirits, You shall Doctor, what a grand opportunity there is here
not influence, control, or have to do with the for deception.

sons and daughters of men? These familiar
spirits are in the kingdom of God, and he
ought to control them, and does not. Why?
Echo answers, why!

* Saul had enough trouble to kill ten men,
and | have to tell you now that Spiritualism
finds its victims in the troubled, the bankrupt,
the sick, the bereft."

night. Acts xii.
other scenes that occurred in the night.
let us apply Dr. Talmage to these things:
“ The Davenports, the Fowlers, the Foxes, the
Spiritual mediums of all ages, have chosen the
night, or n darkened room.  Why? The ma-
jority of their wonders have been swindles!

Peter is untied and taken from prison by
Besides some two hundred
Now
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and deception prospers best in the night”  Resolved,That the Bible, King James’ ver- God means the divine incarnate in man. All  Sublimarity, life then would be minus itsgrest-
Thus with one fell swoop Dr. Talmage cleans sion, parallels and sustains modern Spiritual- real, substantial things are the soul ; yet we est blessing. Mahomet taught that only die
out the glorious angel ministrants, and lays in  ism in its phases, phenomena, and teachings. live so much in the outer and external that we  faithful in their especial faith should inhabit
the dust all that is sacred in everyage. But  We offer you one column of our paper in sometimes mistake this for the real. their future 4harem." The wild Indians have
in his zeal he slips; hear him: “Some of the Which to discuss that subject, each issue ; the ~ “AH that 1 know of an after life | have de- chanted for long ages, their weird songs to tre
performances of Spiritual mediums are not to discussion to be conducted under strict parlia- rived from Spiritual manifestations. All ancient ~Great Spirit in the far away hunting ground.
he ascribed to fraud, but to some occult law mentary usages; this discussion to commence history and illustrious persons teach the fact. The theologian's idea of a future heaven U

that after a while may be demonstrated.™ In No. 21, Vol. X and continue for thirteen Swedenborg for twenty-seven years held con- to me, the least desirable of all, as it presumes
True, Doctor, and your opinions in regard numbers. Will you come to time ? verse with departed spirits ; also the Shakers ; an extreme life, either of joy or suffering.
to the amount of error is not worth one cent. And now, Dr. Talmage, we close by citing and later, A. J. Davis said : 4The time shall 441 am not afraid that Socialism is going to

* Sometime ago, after | had been over-tempted  the bitter fruit of your bitter sermon, in your soon come when the mystic veil shall be re- destroy human society, for 1 have good faith
to eat something indigestible before retiringat own words. We indict you. Let us quote: ~ moved and we shall see the future as in a in humanity. But it is true that we sometimes
night, after retiring | saw the president of one I indict Spiritualism as a social and mari- mirror." Then came the Rochester rappings. pay a fearful price for the knowledge that we
of the prominent colleges astride the foot of tal curse, as an unclean, adulterous, damnable Thus seemingly from the smallest events the gain through our experience.”
my bed, while he demanded of me a loan of religion, and the sooner it drops into hell, greatest blessings flow. The tiny raps have Music—"When the mist has cleared the
five cents.” Why did you not let him have it? where it came from, the better. | wish I could become a power wherewith to shake aworld1 mountains.”
It was unquestionably an old debt, and hisdue, gather all the raps that were ever heard, from  “ Yet, from time to time, they tell us that AFTERNOON SESSION,
as there may be now due your organist, sing- the blest or damned, and bring them together Spiritualism has exploded ; still it grows. The Dr. Spencer opened the conference with re-
ers, or others who work for your Church, that into one thunderous rap on its head. | would river rolls on, and thus it ever will, for it is the marks to the effect that the mission of Spirit
which is theirs, and yet they have it not. And, try to crush it out forever. | hate the doc- river of Life. Why, the rapid march of Spir- | ,1ism was not to build up societies or church-
Doctor, what had you for supper the night be- trine.” itualism has already kindled a fire upon the oo ¢ Yindividuality.” Did not agree with
fore you got religion, and the day before you Well, Doctor, there is the first truth you shores of distant India, Hindostan, and in l\/ir. Stewart that the interest of Spiritualism
were called to preach Christ; and what did have spoken in your long tirade of balderdash ~ Australia, where they publish two papers and .o abating, but becoming more universal.
you eat the night before you spoke this verbal —411 hate the doctrine.” And why? Because have a Lyceum ; in England they have seven Stewart’ replied, taking opposite ground.
swash against Spiritualism? you cannot overthrow it; cannot meet it; you papers and have their Lyceums also. Through- Speeches were made by Mr. Newman Mr
And now. Doctor, will you briefly consider know it is true ; and if ever a man exhibited outall the East it has grown into a mighty Nye, and Miss Loomis of Battle Creek, Mr
your bill of indictment: ist, 41 indict Spirit- the demon nature of the enemies of progress power. Winslow of Kalamazoo. '
ualismbecause it is a social and marital curse.” and truth, you have in this discourse, truly. * Give us twenty-sevenyears more, and then J. M. Peebles again addressed the audience
Are you not mad. Doctor? and if not, please You have reduced your position to an absurdi- what a change shall dawn! | want to thank 1o 4id not think that organization was essen-
look back into the stormy licentiousness, ob- ity, and stand before the world clothed in the Benjamin Franklin, and every power in the tially necessary ; that Spiritualism was making
scenity, elective affinities and affinital relations, ~ancient spirit and hatred of Rome ; you have mighty past, and the Spirit world as well, for rapid strides; V\;as brimful of cheer. and felt
ist, in the Bible; 2d, intheChurches: 3d, with  judged us, and by that judgment you will be this knowledge which has come to us. The .-t the time was fast approaching*’v\Men e
the ministers of the gospel, from Rome to Ad- judged ; and you will live to see the day when truth still rolls on. This beautiful faith has 014 see spirits materialized stand upon this
ventism ; and then take up your own history,  you will be ashamed of thispot-pourriof yours. ~comforted us in sorrow ; aye, healed many a .
Dr. Talmage, and ask yourself if you do not Doctor, there is more of spleen and the bitter broken heart! Is it a fact that spirits do return? is an im-
live in a glass house. The promiscuity of spirit inyou than any man of your cloth, and "I want, this day, to reconsecrate myself to 1o o estion, he said ; and quoted numer-
Abraham, Jacob, Judah, Moses, David, Solo- you are at least fifty years behind the age in this work ; to defend our glorious belief. The ) \instances of different times and places, at
mon, and in fact all, or nearly all, the charac- which you live. The piety, charity, and love eyes of all the world are upon us; they ask if | i1 he had been an eye-witness to mater’ial—
ters of the Bible, are too well known to require  of your Master, Jesus, is lost in the bitterness our gospel has made us better, nobler, and  j,.tion of spirits, had seen, felt, and heard
aword of testimony. We cite, however, Deut. of the bigot. Your good will toward all men truer. Let us live so pure and divine that, if making a majorit’y of his senses ’give testimo—
xxiv: 1-3 ; xxv: 5-11. Even the purchasing is swallowed up in creed, and you declare your they cannot accept our faith, they can accept ny to the fact, as well as other celebrated scho-
of a wife, the wife of another. Ruthiv:9-12. willingness to murder and send to hell all of our lives.” lars and individuals: these together constitut—
The case of Lot and his daughters ; of Abra- the spirits, blest or damned, who have, by rap, T. H. Stewart then addressed the audiencqn g absolute knowl e&ge
ham and Hagar; of Judah and Tamor; of concussion, sound, or otherwise, communed He said he differed from most people intheo- ",.° Lo\" o bound to Spiritualism. The
David and Uriah's wife ; also, Abigal the wife with the human family. In this fell blow, you ry; he was considered a Spiritualist, though object was not to build up church or sect. but
of Nabul; of Absalom and his sister. In the would strike down millions, not only of the hardly that in its many elements; and read to diffuse knowledge. He, as an indiviaual
New Testament, Paul testifiesagain and again present age but of all ages. Rome never ut- passages from the Index, and other papers to was in favor of organi.zation’but Kknew thathigr;
in regard to the sensuality with the followers tered so bitter and cursed a spirit as you have ~show the disdain and contempt with whichthe = " 0 spirits who had become themselves
of Christ. Let me give you the names of some in this your medley. Surely you must have world to-daylooks upon Spiritualism. He felt harmonious, were not: they had learned what
noted divines of the Christian Churchwhoare  been controlled by the following influences— surprised that so little interest was manifested ./ o0 o o c o4\ nen mortals have also
free lovers in the broad sense of the term: Dr.  the hell of Emmons, the demon of Nero»and in the work ; not another anniversary meeting |- ned this. then shall our faith cover the'earth
Pomeroy of Boston, Merriells of Portland, the spirit of the Inquisition. in the State, that he was aware of! as the waters cover the ocean
Wallack of Boston, Onderdonk of Philadel- And now hear us, forwe are positi\/e|y Spir- He thanked the angel world for this intelli- A. A.Wheelock being introduced gave some
phia, Avery of Conn., Dr. Thompson of Cincin- itual, and believe in the raps, and we say to gence—that we were permitted to converse plea'sin.g reminiscences of a_former meeting
nati, Robinson of Louisville, Fisk of Grand you, Bro. Talmage, come up higher ; we will -with our departed loved ones. Hoped thatwe i the spiritualists of Battle Creek, at the
Rapids, Stewart of Chicago, and a thousand not hate you. Our platform is broad, and all might devise some plan for practical work; g o' 7 vind ever held in the
others. We have also the names of several humanity may, and will ultimately, stand on With organization or without; when he could State. He also testified to his firm belief—a
reverend gentlemen, who have been intrusted it. Our seance is anoondayand midnight one, - see the way, then he was ready with time, la~ | o qoe attained in like manner as stated
with the care of tender little girls, and among  under the direction of the all-seeingeyes of In- bor, and money, all he had to bestow. by Bro. Peebles— but cared no more for Spir-
them we can count the victims of their lustby finity ; the immortals are our guests ; the an- Conference for one-half hour. ’

the score.

In regard to the marriage contract and its
sacredness, we have only to point you to the
divorce laws of the various States of the Union
and the kingdoms of Great Britain and France.
The courts of these countries are overburdened
with suits for divorce, and the ease with which
these divorces are obtained is only equalled by
the law of divorce laid down in the Bible,
Deut. xxiv ; and for dirty scandal, we need not
go out of Brooklyn; and for right down mean-
ness in the use of bitter terms, we need only
to step into the Brooklyn Tabernacle and hear
Dr. Talmage on theaters and Spiritualism.

“1 further indict Spiritualism for the fact
that it is the causeo fmuch insanity.” You do?
Well, Doctor, the reports of our lunatic asy-
lums give religious excitement as the cause of
more insanity than any other in the land, and
we are prepared to take the census of the lu-
natic asylums and rest our case on the state-
ment that there are forty insane Christians or
followers of Christ to one Spiritualist, in

cients of days have been with us ; and angels
bring us glad tidings of great joy, and good become discouraged; if Bro. Stewart would
will toward all men and all women. We love himself seek the way he would find it.
the Nazarene, his pure soul thought, his great
charity. We love you. Do you love these you of Battle Creek, Mr. Ashley of Eaton Co., fa-
have or would send to hell? We pray you,
Bro. Talmage, recall this dose of theologic of Indianapolis.
spleen and bitterness while you may; you
mean well, but you spoil your meaning by sea-
soning it with this foolish bitter spirit.

For the Spiritualist at Work.
ANNIVERSARY MEETING.

In accordance with a previous notice, a and long for rest. How the tired, sorrowing
meeting was held in Stuart’s Hall, at Battle heart longs for a glimpse into the unknown,
Creek, March 31st, to commemorate the advent  whither we are all tending; how gladly we ac-
of modern Spiritualism.

Dr. J. V. Spencer presided over the meeting from our dear departed ones.
in his usual acceptable and satisfactory man-
The attendance was large throughout,
both on the part of citizens and surrounding call him educated? No! Just so far as he
cities, also a few from other States.

Dr. Spencer thought we had no reason to

Remarks by Mrs. Parrish and Mr. Harper,
voring the plan of organization; and Mr. Pope

Music by the choir.

B. Todd then delivered a touching and most
eloquent address upon the subject, "'A Glimpse
into the Future Life.” He said :

41t iswith unfeigned pleasure that | address
the Spiritualists of Battle Creek once more,
which | feel is to be the last time. | am weary

cept one word of endearment and assurance

#1f a child confined itself to the rudiments
of the English language, could we consistently

had been confined, so far was his life a failure.

itualism than any other ism; but in its divine
spiritual outgrowth, because natural, he had
the utmost faith ; all heaven or hell could not
rob him of that.

Modern Spiritualism has more ripe, rich,
luscious fruit than ever grew upon the 4tree
of knowledge ” in the garden of Eden, to those
so developed in manhood and womanhood as
to judge and rightly appropriate its blessings.
Spiritualism was not a force but a result. He
thought there had been fraud and humbuggeiy
enough connected with Spiritualism to havg
sunk it long ago, so deep that even God him-
self could not have discovered it with a spy-
glass ; but because it was immortal it could
not be sunk ; like a living rill, it flowed on—
still on ; and when we shut out all fraud, all
immoralities and intrigue, then indeed will our
souls overflow with pure and divine love.

Have we been doing all that we could in the
past twenty-seven years to increase this intel-
ligence? Just in proportion as we shrink this
we are shrinking a responsibility we have got
one day to meet. It is true, we must labor

America. The speakers present upon the occasion The germs of animal and human life differ, faithfully: this is one of our missions. to do
" 1 bring against this delusion a more fear- were Hon. J. M. Peebles, Elder Stewartof though human has both its animal and its an- dy . N ! bl
ful indictment; it ruins the soul immortal,  Ind., A. A. Wheelock of Chicago, B. Todd of gel side. When we pass into the future life pvgrﬁm over agﬁ'”a a}]gre never grumbles,

We ask you, how do you know? And if you Port Huron. Excellent music was furnished we are just the same as when we left the sub- it is humanity who does this.
know, give us your authority. The wholesys- by A. M. Jordan, Miss Pierce, and Miss Hat- lunary sphere. EVENING SESSION.

tem of Spiritualism teaches progression, here tie Snow. #1f we are disposed to criticise, we might Speeches by Dr. Spencer, C. H. Silliman of
and hereafter. Your system does not. But  J. M. Peebles opened the exercises by some well question the overdrawn pictures of Dr. Albion, and Elder Stewart of Ind. Dr. New-
one immortal, speaking back from beyond the pleasing and appropriate remarks in retro- Watts, Judge Edmonds, and others, concern- comer of Battle Creek read an original poem,
grave, utters a thought of hell-fire, and thatis spection of the past, in comparison to the pres- ing a future existence. Reasoning from a nat- written for the occasion ; subject, #4The Phil-
in the parable of the rich man, and that can- ent aspect of Spiritualism, and its mission to ural view of things, we can only come to the osophy of Spirit and Earth Life."

not be construed as a literal fire. Christianity earth; he also paid aglowing tribute of respect conclusion that in the future realm, we shall A. A. Wheelock spoke again briefly. He
is the only religious form that destroys the soul  to the aged in our midst, the absent, and the follow our appropriate and usual avocations. thought Spiritualism was gaining ground;
or teaches its eternal misery, and Christianity loved ones gone before ; especially naminge | am sure flowers will bloom there, and why there was something strange in the tidal wave

will soon slough that superstition off. Fathers Merritt and Snow, also J. P. Averill not the spirit of some sweet decaying flower? of intelligence. Spiritualism was now like unto

“ Spiritualism is adverse to the Bible." This
we deny, and affirm that Spiritualismis required

and A. B. Whiting.
Mr. Peebles said: *We have met here thi* many individual lives are made up of the spirit

I have no doubt there will be birds also ; very

—yea, needed, to save the Bibleand Christian- morning to celebrate the twenty-seventh anni- and songs of beautiful birds; and to rob them

ity from materialism and oblivion. And here
we offer you the following challenge. Please
observe it:

versary of modern Spiritualism.
when Moses spake of worship, or Mahomet of th”extreme.
reverence, they simply had reference to God.

of their loved companions would be cruel in

#Should you take away our Ideality and

democracy. There was a time, when a man
said he was a democrat you knew just what
he was; now you must ask, wha"kind of one ?
Just so with Spiritualism.

Pie thought that in mediumship was a good
place to begin a reformation. If the natural
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tendency of some mediums was toward amat- expressive and classical, and all of them beau-

iveness or acquisitiveness, these would be the
The law of attraction held good here

results.

tiful specimens of photagraphic art by means
of the electric light. The conversation on the
phenomena which have been so frequently ob-

as elsewhere; he believed in reformation of served in these apartments, indicated that Mr.

character. Like a child's quarrels were the
wranglings of Spiritualists over their separate
individualities.

J. M. Peebles followed with a closing address
in his usual happy style ; subject, “A Trip
Around the World." Mr. Peebles' lecture was
replete with interest and instruction to all
who had the pleasure of listening thereto.

Mrs. L. E. Bailey.

A SCIENTIFIC SEANCE —THE ELEC-
TRICAL TEST FOR MEDIUMSHIP.
By what means is the investigator to deter—

ming that the phenomena which he observes

are indeed spiritual; that is, produced by a

yower other than that furnished by the voli-

ions of some one present? In the ordinary

affairs of life, actions can be (I;enera_lly traced
to the actors, but with spiritual manifestations
of some kinds the case is very different. Some
of the most important of theSe, as indicating a
source of action independent of mediums and
sitters, usually occur in darkness, when it is
impossible to"control the conduct of every one
present. True, hands may be held all round,
or wrists may be tied together, but there are so
many ways of escaping from bondage, and so
many tricks indulged in by the practitioners of
manual dexterity, that though the sitters may
be morally certain that all is genuine, yet the
stranger who hears the story may ask—How
am | to know that some one did not loose
hands or play some trick which his fellows
could not detéct? Though these objections do
not in the least invalidate the %enumeness of
the physical manifestations, yet they are an ob-
stacle to their being received by all as an ex-
perimental demonstration. .

Natural phenomena of many kinds are fa-
miliar to ordinary observers, which are so little
understood that few can give a satisfactory def-
inition of them. To individualize knowledge,
so to speak, is the work of science. A table
moves when several hands are placed lightly
thereon. This movement may be due to Some
force other than muscular pressure, but the sit—
ters may be divided on the question. The man
of science is called in, and he demonstrates—
by a process of investigation—that muscular
force or the action of the sitters could in no
wise cause the movements; and so it is ren-
dered certain that they are due to some other
a%ency. This important demonstration is beau-
tifully afforded in Mr. Crookes's published
"* ReSearches,” part |, which contains sixteen
dla%_ram_s of the apparatus and methods used
by him in_his numerous experiments with Mr,

ome. A more difficult task than that of
proving that an object being moved in a dark
room, the act is due to a “so-called spiritual
agency. This was the work which Mr. Crookes
undertook on Thursday evening week. We
were invited to witness the experiments for the
benefit of the readers of this journal, and the
following is the account of what took place:

The medium selected was Mrs. Fay, and the
result will prove a source of satisfaction to
many who have witnessed her public seances.
The genuineness of Mrs. Fay's mediumship
has been widely questioned—as, indeed, has
been the probity of every other medium—more
Bartlcular_ly because shé permitted herself to
be advertised and exhibited in showman fash-
ion. The phenomena occur at her seances
with such pre-arranged, r_egularlt%/, that many
cannot escape the suspicion that the experi-
ments are a series of tricks, inscrutable to the
public, but_capable of imitation by experts.*
Others again boast that they can permit them-
selves to be tied and then perform all her
tricks." At the present moment the showman
who worked her seances at Hanover Square, is
now imitating her manifestations by a repro-
duction of the old advertisement and the exhi-
bition of a “ phenomenon ” in the very unspir-
itual figure of a young lady in tights! Looked
at from all sides, the dgenumene_ss of Mrs. Fay's
mediumship involved a most important issue,
the relations of which may be easily filled in
by the reader; and to set all doubts at rest on
the matter Mr. Crookes's experiments were
successfully directed.

Amongst the company present were Mr.
Martheze, Mr. Bergheim, and Mr. Bums. The
first process was fo thoroughly examine the
apartments in which the experiments were to
take place, o .

A chemist's laboratory, with its curious ap-
paratus, is a place of deép interest to the think-
|ng1 mind, but that of Mr. Crookes is particu-
larly attractive to the investigators of Spiritu-
alism, because of the results of mediumistic
experiment which have been; therein obtained.
There is the library from which the spirit form
of " Katie * so often walked through the cur-
tained doorway into the laboratory. Here is
where the camera stood when the photographs
were taken, once with “ Katie" leaning on Mr.
Crookes's arm, and another time with Miss
Cook_in the same position, purposely assumed
to point out the distinction between the spirit
and her medium. A difference in the features

is apparent, and the spirit-form stands a few
inches higher than Miss Cook. A long series
of photographs of “ Katie ” were shown, taken
in a variety of attitudes, some of them very

* Those accustomed to investigate with well-devel-
oped mediums, are flavored with an almost equal cer-
tainty and regularity of the phenomena. The objec-
tions” raised against mediums are often unnecessary,
and sometimes malicious.

Crookes, in his published reports, has ve
much underdrawn the picture, and that mucl
more might be added to amplify the facts and
add to the evidences whereby the absolute cer-
tainty of these recorded experiments may be
established. .

The electrical apparatus for testing the me-
diumship of Mrs. hay was then carefully ex-
plained. On a shelf under the sideboard on
which the apparatus was fixed stood the batte—
ry of two cells. The *shunt,” externally a
small mahogany box, was placed in the imme-
diate front of the sideboard to the left. The
“ resistance-coils ” of similar appearance stood

, to the right.  Behind the shunt was the_gal-
vanometer, and behind the resistance-coils a
lantern, the light from which fell on the gal-
vanometer, and was reflected from thence fo a
broad graduated scale, which was placed hor-
izontally on its edge to the right of the resist-
ance-colls, and at a_right angle with the side-
board, and so constituted the extreme right of
the ap#[)aratus opposite to the galvanometer on
the left. Two wires passed from the appara—
tus throu%h the side of the doorway to the
corner of the library immediately hehind the
wall.  These wires were supplied with handles
of the ord_marx kind, and ‘when these were
grasped with the wetted hands the electrical
circuit was established ; when the handles were
liberated the current was broken. A youn

%alntleman grasped the handles and enableg

r. Crookes to explain the use of the experi-
ment as a test of mediumship. Before the
handles were touched the streak of light re—
flected from the galvanometer stood at zero on

the graduated scale, but as soon as the gentle-
man took hold of the poles the streak of light
rapidly flashed up to about 220 divisions, or a
space of several inches, and it stood there
steadily till the handles were released, when it.
promptly returned to zero again.

With this explanation the most casual ob-
server could understand that it was impossible
for a medium thus placed in circuit to release
the hands even for an instant without the
_S{)ectators in view of the instrument knowing
it. There was also another test—the readings
from the resistance-coils. When there was no
one in circuit—that is, when the handles were
not grasped, the resistance was infinite, as
there was na current, but as soon as some one
took hold of the handles the apparatus showed
how many units of resistance the electrical
current had to overcome in passing through
the medium's body from pole to pole. The
streak of light on”the scale and the units of
resistance worked in unison with each other,
so that the check open to two classes of obser-
vers was complete. It was further explained
that if the medium gently slid both of the han-
dles into one hand, that "the circuit would be
shortened, the resistance consequently lessened,
which would be at once indicated by the streak
of light going farther up the scale, and the
units of resistance belnghaccordmgly lessened.
If, again, the two brass handles were made to
come absolutely together, "short circuit"
would be established— the streak of light
would flash off the scale entirely, and the re-
sistance of the medium's body fo the current
would be entirely withdrawn, to which the re-
sistance-coils would at once testify. It ng/ be
mentioned, however, that the handles held by
the medium were fastened back so that they
could not be got together or taken hold of by
one hand. . ;

Having finished these explanations, the li-
brary was minutely examined and prepared for
the Seance. Had Mr. Crookes used such pre-
cautions in the house of the most ardent Spir-
itualist he would possibly have subjected him-
self to some little umbrage for so doing. Every
corner was looked into, the fastenings of the
window-shutters were shown, the door into the
hall was locked and sealedwith Mr. Bergheim's
seal. These precautions were not undertaken
with the view of ridiculing the test-conditions
usually imposed at seances, but in the most
serious and conscientious manner to leave no
opening unclosed whereby suspicions as to the
nature of the phenomena might enter. The
windows would have been sealed also, but after
much expostulation from his guests, Mr.
Crookes ultimately gave way, but from the
remains of wax and ‘paper, we could see that
the shutters had been sealed on previous occa-
sions.  The windows overlook a front garden
and wide area, separated from the busy thor-
oughfare by a heavy iron railing, so that an
enfrance by the windows would be not only a
Idifficult feat, but highly dangerous, as the ex-

erimenter might find "himself in the hands of

he police. )

. These precautions made a very favorable
impression on the minds of those present, and
the earnest spirit of scientific accuracy in which
they were undertaken we should like to see
imitated by all who make similar arrangements.
The construction_of the " desk " was particu-
larly shown. It is of the kind called mono-
cleid (one-keyed). When shut it somewhat
resembles in"form a cottage piano, it being
twice as broad at the desk level as in the upper
portion..  On the sloping desk being raised, it
shuts with a self-actln? lock, and the smaller
doors in the upRer part and the drawers in the
lower part are thereby locked also. Of course
one key, as the name of the style of desk im-
Flled, opens the whole ; and as it is a Bramah
ock, with the only key in Mr, Crookes's pos—
session, it is impossible to pick the lock or
open it by a duplicate key. The desk was left
shut, with a heavy musical box on the ledge.
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A violin was placed on the table, and the li- follow from the exhaustion of power. Mr.
brary ladder was left resting against the further  Crookes is so considerate and gentle to every
wall of the room. one, that be he medium, skeptic. Spiritualist,
These preliminaries being completed, Mrs. or spirit, the guest for the time being is sure to
Fay entered, and the seance commenced. The be at his ease. This we think it needful to
handles of the apparatus were wrapped in state, to disabuse the minds of those who re-
cloths soaked in salt solution. ~ Mrs. ha¥ took gard the scientific man as the pronounced ene-
her seat in the chair ; the library was left in my of Spiritualistic experiments, a terror to
darkness, except a little light from the fire; mediums, and a source of annoyance to the
the spectators stood in a circle round the ap- experienced Spiritualist. We must say that
paratus in the laboratory. Before the curtain we witnessed nothing of the kind, but exactl
in the doorway was drawn, Mrs. Fay was ask- the ogposne. The time and attention whic
ed by Mr. Crookes to grasp the handles ; she Mr. Crookes has bestowed on these, Phenome—
did so at fifteen minutes past ten. The streak na render him one of the most munificent pro-
of light in the scale at once ran up from zero moters of the truth respecting them. Time
to 221 divisions, and Mr. Crookes, assisted by and material have been lavishly spent in a
Mr. Bergheim, read the amount of resistance manner highly deserving of generous recogni-
at 5,600 B. A.* units. Mr. Crookes returned tion.
for a moment to the library to see if Mrs. Fay ~ We conclude this report with a synopsis of
was indeed in her proper place, and the the manifestations witnessed, which no mortal
report was satisfactory. Mrs. Fay was thus could possibly take the slightest part therein.
shown to be in circuit; the curtains were ad- The musical box was opened, wound up,
justed, and the phenomena commenced almost stc:gped, and set agoing.
immediately. Sounds were heard, the lid of bell was carried about ringing, and ulti-
the musical box was slapped, it was heard be- matel¥
ing wound up, and it commenced playing, but tain, fr
was stopped by the spirits to show their power into the laboratory occupied by the spectators.
over the mechanism. The violin which had The materialized hand which carried the
been left on the table, was seen to protrude bell was seen ; it remained for an instant, mov-
from the side of the curtains. It was taken ing the fingers to attract attention.
hold of by Mr. Burns, who stood close to the A violin was carried from the table in a dis-
curtains, and, indeed, within three feet of Mrs. tant part of the library into the laboratory.
Fay. A bell was heard ringing behind the The library ladder was carried in a similar
curtain, and immediately a delicate little hand manner.
was seen by the edge of the curtain, holding A volume was also carried. These articles
the bell,,which was dropped before the eyes of were not tossed or thrown, but placed with
the spectators. The fingers moved for a short precision and slowly.
time, as if to attract attention,, X i The monocleid desk was opened without
The seance had now lasted just five minutes any key.
when the reading of the apparatus was record- A framed photograph from the wall, and a
ed. Time, 10:220. The streak of light stood mirror and bottle from the mantelshelf, were
on the scale at 222 divisions, and_the resist- placed on the desk.
ance was 5.636 B. A. units. The lighton the ~ Several drawers were pulled out, and small
scale appeared to stand steady all the time, but cabinet-doors opened.
careful’ observation_ determined that it had  These phenomena took place in a room that
moved over one division, a space smaller than had been rigidly searched, the door locked and
the degree on the thermometer, and close at- sealed, and the medium, Mrs. Fay, in electrical
tention on the part of experienced observers circuit, so that she could not move her hands,
revealed the fact that a gentle pulsation was nor go away from the place which she occu-
noticeable in the streak of light, due to Mrs. pied.—Medium and Daybreak, March 12.
Fay's breathlrag. Had Mrs. Fay attempted to
move her hands so as to alter the connection
of her hands with the poles, this movement of
the light would have been so decided as to
hgve indicated tt(]je f?]Ct- ’r\]'0|$8°”erlwgée these 411" and is the moving cause of all, as | have
observations made than the library ladder was ! : P
ushed from behind the.curtain amongst the 109 contended, while you have continually
eet of the spectators. This was rapidly fol- asserted “solids, fluids, gas and spirit” are,
lowed by a volume of the ** Proceedings of the  "'by disintegration and convertibility," and
American Pharmaceutical Association,” a book nothing outside of them !

of 630 pages, which had been taken from a You ask for a “ specimen” that mind is dis-

shelf in'the library. Time was scarcely per- .
mitted to accurately record these phenomena, tinct from matter. 1 you were to look at me
or this letter till doomsday, each being matter,

when a slight li(ingle was heard near Mrs, Fay,
you could never see my mind nor your own ;

gnd the streak (()jf light OR thehsca_le flashed
own to zero, Indicating that the circult was and yet to deny there is no distinction, then
but no ultimately mind and body result, “ by disinte-

broken.
Mr. Crookes called to Mrs. Fﬁe/,
e gmckly gration,” into "dust,” that being the finale to
ay re= ail humanity.

answer was g1|_ven in response.

went into the library, and found Mrs..

clining in her chair’in a fainting condition, and ) L e
of course the handles were dropped. Inafew  Youadmitof the invisible and of "life” as
minutes she was restored, when the librarywas a cause, which is so much gain to my views
at once lighted up fully and the companly en- since our correspondence commenced a year
tered. The first thing observed was that the o more ado

desk we have described was open. The door 90. A .
was down as when used for writing, and on it ~ The reason why I contend mind is superior
was found a heavily-framed photograph, which to matter is in the positive fact of its ability
?ﬁgo\/r\;einbrszgegﬂ%eah#\?rgro?naﬁr&e p\gﬁclelg?nmt?gtn to use matter in conveying it per this letter ;
tle from the mantelshelf. Several of the PY @ telegraphic wire even under water in the
drawers were pulled out, and the smaller doors 0cean, and by other instrumentalities, and yet
of the upper cabinet were opened. This was | do not suppose mind could act at all without
regarded as the most extraordinary result of ysing matter; hence I suppose it to possess it,

the seance, for had Mrs. Fay, or any one else, . - -
been at liberty, it would haX/e beeny vite im- @S also form, and always will, science having

ossible to have opened this desk without the demonstrated that any substance in existence
can never be destroyed.

pushed through by the side of the cur-
om the library in which the medium sat

REPLY TO FRIEND TINNEY.
You assent at last to my idea, that "life is

ey.

_¥hte Seance Ias't:ed i”?“. att_)out seven or eight  As you aim to show that | belong to " the
minutes. Mrs. Fay's fainting condition was " "
attributed to the fact of her %emg in a very Powers of darkness,” | can only mourn my in-
delicate state from want of rest and previous ability to find light, while your scintillations
glr%mg?n 'éhat g\a)é,rggtd SQSIISO?OF}O\\/IVGQ/ F\Oa%usgl éié are confined to such a deep, deep groove.
been tak_én from her in a very short time ;and Come out of that deep rut, friend Tinney,

and take passage aboard the good old Life-

the medium being isolated there was no oppor- )asSag

tunity for the spirit to draw from the circle. boat, and find light and extended knowledge
These circumstances are supposed to produce tq see the “darkness " you claim | am envel-
the rapid exhaustion which ends in faintness o4

on the part of the medium, and prevents the ped n.

seance from being extended. Whatever may ~ Will you take the agency for the sale of
have occasioned this condition of the medium, my works, "Vivid Truths" and "The Thrill-
it was demonstrated that the phenomena oc- ing Echo,” in which you may find thoughts or

Curted e M, oy s 1 pOBSTICE ing by ne il or pund o, 1f “mind

made certain that the phenomena described and matter are one and the same,” really and
were not produced by any human power. The truly, then mind can be measured, weighed,
room was searched after the seance, and the etc.” Can you thus measure orweigh? Please
seals on the door were unbroken. This test
not only establishes the nature of Mrs. Fay's SaY Yes—or no. .
Bhenomenaasusuallyexhlk_)lted, but there must ~ That you should allude to any idea that |
e added the materialization of at least one held to an " unchangeable being" is astound-
?ﬁg?éb"(‘)’g‘t:gr%i r?ﬁgnthtg Sé%oc"e" the bell into jhg a5 | have constantly asserted there is
Mrs. Fay ‘placed” herself absolutely at the constant change, and "'no proof in nature” to
disposal of the company, and imposed no con- the contrary.  Friend Tinney, were Yyou
g oving. about. or paronal prateciion. . oreaming® when you put that idea into
There was sufficient light from the fire in the ertll(ng. | am ndot so easily SW'.t.ChEd off the
library to see every movement by opening the track Into your deep groove as "to misstate
curtain and peeping through, had there been YOUr position to sustain my own,” or vice
any rounds for suspicion. The \Nho-le exper- Versa. Get aboard the LIfebO_at ":] reallty
iment was in the h|ghest degree Saﬂsf_a(; ory and you will come around all ri ht, NO nee
to medium, scientific observers, and visitors. 10 bother who is at the helm, for T presume it
The electrical test is not at all painful or in~ fo be the same power that holds all worlds
convenient to the medium nor doany ill effects angd, things in abeyance. . -
Yours, for solid truth andAenéoy(r:nent in it
. B. Church.

+ British Association Units, a scale of computation Columbus, In<L, March 21, 1875.

well known to scientific men.
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Our friends in Michigan will please take notice that
Q » i E Wright, of Maple Valley, Montcalm Co.,
Mich., will receive subscriptions for Thb Smbituaust
at Work, until further notice. E. V. Wilson.

SPIRITUALISTS OF NORTHERN
ILLINOIS.

We send you greeting, and call you together
in council at our Fourth Annual Convention,
to be held in Chicago, at Grow's Opera House,
517 West Madison street, commencing on Fri-
day, at 10 o'clock a. m, June nth, proximo,
and continue over Sunday, the 13th, 1875.

Spiritualists of Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana
and Michigan, remember this convention, and
come up in council with each other. Let us
sweep away the ruthless destroyers of truth,
freedom, Spiritual mediums, and all that is

error.

Remember that there is work to do. Come
and help us do it. Come with souls freighted
with love, truth, charity. Come with baskets
well filled with eatables ; bring with you blan-
kets, robes, etc., for a camp-down in our Hall.

Remember, it is our annual election of offi-
cers; let there be such an out-pouring of our
forces as has never before occurred in Chicago.

0. J. HOWARD, M.D., Pres.
E. V. Wilson, Sec.
Lombard, I1L, April 17, 1875.
Spiritual papers please copy.

Readers, our year will close in July, three
months hence, and then a new volume. What
say you, shall it be a weekly or semi-monthly?
Wilfyou promptly renew, and thus help us
along in our gospel of truth? We have been
faithful to ourcause, to you, to the Spiritworld.
We have done our duty, wholly and fearlessly.
Come up to our help. We hate been blessed
in Spiritual things, for which we are thankful.
We have shared blessings with you, our reader,
and we know that there are thousands in our
country who are willing, and would, if we
could only see them, subscribe for our paper;
but we can't see you all, face to face, though in
spiritwe are with you. Come, then, to our
help ; let us work together; let us carry out
the angel plan of goodly progress ; let us be
Spiritualists in deed, and have order and sys-
tem with us in all that we do, and all will be
well.

Let us hear from you, subscribers. Renew,
yourselves, and each of you send us up one or
more subscribers, and our paper is a fact for
another year. Remember, 13 numbers for 50
cents, 26 numbers for $ 1; postage for one year
io cents.

THE WORK OF SPIRITUALISM.
The legitimate work of Spiritualism is this,
First, To familiarize the human family with
death. We must learn to respect and revere
this accoucheur, and not to dread him, for he
is our friend and eternity's first ministering an-
gel. Second, We are progressive here, and
must learn the lesson of progression hereafter.
We must recognize the fact that offenses bring
their penalties, and that they must be paid.
We must learn that there is no such thing as
forgiveness. Third, We must learn to respect
each other's rights, granting no license to do
wrong, yet maintaining individual freedom.
Fourth, We must have a religion, and one
rested on the testimony in our hands. This
testimony must be collected and sifted; the
dross, the chaff, the bran, must be winnowed
from the fine—the superfine. In our societies
hitherto, we have opposed all efforts toward
centralization —the right to expel, to cut off
members and believers because of the evil in
them. We feel different, however, in regard
to this matter at this writing, and are now wil-
ling to compare notes with our friends and foes
in Spiritualism on this subject. The results of
our late anniversary have had much to do with
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this change in our views, and we fully believe
that the Angel world is with us in this matter.
We must have a family system of worship; we
do not say what it will or shall be —but this
fact is self-evident to us, viz.. If we look to the
Spirit world for counsel, help, and guidance,
there is an authority In the Spirit world supe-
rior to the agent, angel, or spirit from the
spheres, and it stands to reason that if we can
come in rapport with the Law itself, we will
be nearer the result of life than when dealing
with the agent. Let us seek the Truth.

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SPIRITUALISM.

We are twenty-seven years old this day,
March 31, 1875. It is our New Year's day,
and, as Dr. Newbrough affirms, it ought to be
the beginning of our Spiritual dispensation,
the 27th.

In all of the principal cities of the United
States, and in many places in Europe, the day
will be one of rejoicing, and there ought to be
a solemn resolution made by every Spiritualist
in the land to make it a duty to attend a pub-
lic Spiritual meeting at least once on each
Sunday, whenever there is a Spiritual meeting
in the place. And yet the reverse of this is a
stern fact in every city in the Union.

In this city there are hundreds of Spiritual-
ists who never step inside of a lecture-room or
attend a Spiritual meeting, giving no encour-
agement whatever to the support of the cause.
In Chicago the man that pretends to take the
lead(?) in “ pure Spiritualism ' never or seldom

enters our Spiritual meetings, or does a thing
for the cause, or supports anything that does
not pay tribute to him. Other influential par-
ties in every great city are Spiritualists, fully
believing in its phenomena, and knowing its
truths, and yet contribute to the support of
our enemies.

Is this fair? We answer, No. These stay-
at-home Spiritualists may ask in return, Why
I or we should support Spiritual meetings and
mediums? We answer, Because, 1st, you are

confirmed Spiritualists; 2d, as such you should
be consistent, and £live what you profess ; 3d,
the moral effect of your presence at our meet-
ings would tend to hold in abeyance any and
all unruly elements that might be present; 4th,
whatever you do, or whatever countenance you
give to our opponents, positively strengthens
them and militates against us ; hence, you are
inconsistent in your conduct as a believer in
Spiritualism. You may reply, There comes to
these meetings a low, vulgar class of people,
that | do not care to associate with. We an-
swer, That is no objection at all, and cannot
be accepted as an excuse, and you are no more
identified with this low class of vulgar people
in a Spiritual hall, than you would be in a rail-
road car, a hotel, or an orthodox church; and
right here we quote, “Vox populi, vox Dei,"
(the voice of the people is the voice of God,)
hence, because there are vulgar voices among
the people — the voice of God—you refuse to
be found among the people, or with God.
Now, this is the true plan: Attend Spiritual
meetings whenever you are near and can, thus
by your presence frown into order, or help sus-
tain order, and support meetings. And to all
mediums, we say to you, Devote one day, Sun-
day, to a public approval of our cause; and as
our Sabbath is the popular day of worship,
take this day, and show the world that you
have some respect for our cause, for public en-
terprise; for the more respectable the cause, the
more respectable the circumstances of the
cause. Make our Sunday “meetings popular,
and that will make popular the reliable medi-
ums of Spiritualism.

A PLEASANT TIME AND A GOODLY
COMPANY.

Last night we enjoyed ourselves hugely.
Who? Well, ninety-one of us. Whatwas the
occasion? It was the fifty-ninth anniversary
of J. V. Mansfield’s natal day. You see it was
in this wise. We learned the fact that Bro.
Mansfield's birthday would occur on the eighth
of April, so we made up a surprise party, and
came down upon him in force; and a surprise
it was indeed. And this is the way it was
managed. The wife and daughter of Bro.
Mansfield was in the secret; we assembled in
one place, and then went to his rooms, No. 361
Sixth avenue, and the first intimation he had
of our intent was the throwing open the doors
of his parlors, and there was he in the midst.
Then followed greetings, hand-shaking, and
soul expression of old time friendship. There

he stood, looking from one to the other in

amazement; and we enjoyed the sport im-
mensely. Then we had music, social conver-
sation, chit-chat, etc. Soon we were in clus-
ters, or little groups, chatting pleasantly of the

sweet springtime, or the ripe fruition of life;
then the younger members of the party formed
sets for the dance, and for an hour tripped the
light fantastic toe to the merry strains of mu-
sic—and not all were young that danced ; by
no means, some gray-bearded men and dames
with silvery locks took part in this exhilarat-
ing sport.

At eleven o'clock, E. V. Wilson gave the
greeting speech in a happy spirit and pleasant
strain of thought, followed by words of cheer
from Mrs. Coleman. Beautiful indeed were
the measures of thought falling from her lips.
Mrs. Coolley then read an appropriate poem
on the occasion of his fifty-ninth natal day.
This was followed with the song, ** Shall we
Meet beyond the River,” in which nearly all
joined. Then came a presentation of a sub-
stantial token of respect, in the form of fifty-
two dollars, after which came the lunch, con-
sisting of too many good things for us to name
in detail; there was, however, coffee, fruit,
many kinds of cake, cold meats in quantity,
and rich ice cream in abundance. Every one
seemed happy, all enjoyed themselves, and the
occasion was one that will be remembered by

blood, the blood of innocence, on your hands
your soul? Speak, child, and tell the Court
all you know of this, thy offense. See her
hand outstretched, her eyes are flowing with
tears, her hair all loose and uncared for. She
is soul sick ; hear her answer:
"1 loved, was won, and lost; lost all, life
love, truth, honor, home, and to hide my sharre
1 entered the palace there. It was night, and
| slept a brief hour ; then came pain—oh, such
woe. There was a wail, stifled instantly, and
| awoke in thy presence. He came, was noble
in form, wooed me, pledged his manhood,
promised to walk life’s journey with me; |
was innocent and pure and ignorant of life’s
stern lesson. | had been taught to dance, sing,
play the piano and light guitar, worsted to
work, as well as the feathery filmed castle of
the air ; all the romance of the day was mire,
no reality in life had I. He came ; he hadan
honorable name; they said his family was an
old one and well known : there was money in
bank to his credit, and mother said, "My child,
you must win him ; he is a catch that it will
not do to pass by; remember thy mother’s
commands.” | bowed obedience, and went to
the altar, a sacrifice to fashion. And now I
stand here before thee, condemned by the
world of which | was ignorant, by religion of
which | knew nothing, save its forms, by the
law in which | had no part in the making

all, as a very pleasant affair; and Bro. Mans- thereof; shunned by the righteous and the vir-

field has found out the fact that he has friends
in New York, not a few.
At twelve o'clock night, we parted, each to

his or her home, happy, glad ; and Bro. Mans- for my ignorance.

field will remember the occasion of his fifty-
ninth birthday while he lives: and we will
remember the happy hours we were together.
All is well that ends well.

THE BROWN STONE FRONT.

“What are you looking at, sir?” said an
officer of the police force to us, as lye stood,
wrapped in thought, on the sidewalk before a
four-story and basement brown stone front, on
the corner of — avenue and — street.

“Wondering atwhat we see, sir; that brown
stone frone, its costly windows and curtains,
massive door-plate, its costly appearance, its
loneliness—for we have passed it and repassed
it, and yet there is no sign of life; the win-
dows are curtained closely—other houses have
uncurtained windows, and little children are
peeping through them, their merry laugh is
heard at the door, and visitors come and go.
Sometimes | see, or seem to see, lights, tiny
ones, ascending upward; some of them are
very pale, just visible to the inner soul, some
are brighter by far. Some assume forms like
little waifs of child life; some are mangled,
torn into shreds, and ere they disappear into
the deep blue floor of God’s kingdom, come
together again and are gems in the realms
above.

" Sometimes | hear, or seem to hear, a wail
of sorrow, smothered, it is true, and yet it is
heart deep, soul sad, and poignant; there is
grief and sorrow in it. Again, the stifled wail
of a child echoes in my ears, and | hear muf-
fled steps, as of feet in carpets soft and thick.
O there is a fearful cloud of witnesses gather-
ing before the Court of the Eternal, and amid
the throng summoned to trial, not one poor
man or womando | see, no sons and daughters
of toil there. All the criminals, all the wit-
nesses, all in the Eternal Court of Soul Justice
are there on trial for the praxis of their lives;
and they are the rich, the great, and the fash-
ionable in life, and there is blood on their
hands—the blood of innocents, like that that
stained the hands of Herod. Fathers, moth-
ers, wives, husbands, brothers, sisters, maidens
and their lovers, are there.

“The lover pleads in extenuation of his part
the uncontrollable desire of his passion, pleads
his want of knowledge of his nature, points to
his father and says, He never told me of the
danger | was in, the gulf before me; and in
childhood, mother never, never, unfolded be-
fore my boy soul the great truths of the man's
nature. | grew into manhood completely ig-
norant of the relations of the sexes; | had
been educated to look at woman as something
made to gratify the passions of man, deemed
her only useful in that she could gratify my
passions in return for my money. Oh, father
and mother, how you have sinned against your
son.

“The maiden, so pale, sad, and weary, is
summoned to answer the charge preferred
against her. The question, How came this

tuous ; a hiss in the mouths of the pure, jeered
at by the servants who once loved to obey my
slightest command. All this have | suffered
Mother knew of these
things and told me nothing of them; father
understood the law and never explained its
hidden treasures to me; ministers prayed for
the good and against the evil—and kissed nme
good night. Left thus to my fate, 1 fell a
sacrifice to love. Am | a sinner in the strict
meaning of your laws, for I knew not what |
was doing?

“We plead for mercy; | plead for him |
loved. Will the Court hear me ? There comes
my mother, ask her; my father, come, speak
for your child; was | not good? Did I not
obey you, mother? See, there he is ; that form
divine! So too, he comes this way; he will
testify for me. No!no!! Scorned, and by
him! 'Tis well. Once | have died ; .would
that it had been forever. It is past; no hope,
none, for me ; all gone. And now I ask for
justice. Let both be punished or both go free.
If it be a shameful thing in me to love and
lose, what is it in man, 1 ask ? Let justice be
done.

" See, the Court is moved, the judges weep ;
thank God, the maiden has won; justice will
and shall be done. We hear the judge speak,
Come here, little one ; drink of this, it is the
pure water of life. You have paid the penalty
of the wrong you did; you did not mean it—
though it was wrong; others are more to blame
than thee. And now, this garment of white
put on ; enter the field of progress, and be true.
These others, that came as stumbling blocks
across thy path, we will attend to in our own
good time.”

“1 say, old man, that's a strange sight you
are seeing. Do you know whose house that
is ?” said the officer.

“No ; can you tell ?”

“Yes; walk with me, and | will tell. It is
the home of Madam , the abortionist.
It cost, all told, $200,000; the curtains cost
$1000 each, and there are many of them. No
one is seen to enter the doors of that house
during the day ; closed carriages come in the
night and return before the day comes on. All
is still and silent as the house of death—out-
side. The poor go not there ; only the rich—
rich in gold and sin.  Sin— murder—is done
there every day; if it be murder to rob the
womb of its child. What do you sayl is it
murder ?*

"Yes; goon.”

“Well, that is about all; we officers know
these things, but have no power to interfere.
Ah, New York is a bad place for girls, espe-
cially for those who have innocent souls and
pretty faces. | can tell you a story of one—a
sweet, pure girl—whose New England home
was ruined by the destroyer, who, under the
plea of love, ruined her, body and soul; ifyou
like, I will introduce you to one of her mates,
who will give you facts that will make you
weep. We part here; | like you, and have
heard you speak ; | know you, but you do not
know me.”

Readers, the house referred to is the home
of a celebrated abortionist, and every dollar in
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its costly structure is the price of blood—the was also at home, as well as the Spences, and
blood of innocents. It is not a house of assig- yet they were not present on this the 27th an-
nation and revelry; it is rather the house of niversary of that principle that has made them
death, the dear result of unbridled passion, famous. Mr. Davis complains that his sales

celebrated with songs of rejoicing? It has
rolled the stone from the sepulchre and re-
vealed to us not alone a risen Jesus but a risen

to, and we were engaged to be married ; quar-
reled, and were not. She subsequently mar-
ried, and is dead, and when she died she sent

lust, both in and out of the marriage contract.
Only the wealthy are accommodated here.
Here are children born who never speak. It
is the altar on which lust, infanticide, fashion,
and the false customs of the age otfer up their
victims.

The only recipe we know of for these things
is progression. Teach the people that there is
no such thing as forgiveness and they will have
done with these crimes ; but so long as men
and women fully believe that the dead know
not anything, and that the resurrection is all
too short for telling the truth, and are taught
that a drop of Jesus's blood is an atonement
for a world, these errors will continue. Let us
progress, and, oh Lord, do not let us believe
too much. Let us live—truly live—and then
the good time will come. We have the notes
of one who fell from virtue and paid the pen-
alty, and will give them to our readers, by and
by.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

In this number we publish the report of the
twenty-seventh anniversary of Spiritualism,
held in Republican Hall, 57 West 33d street,
New York. It was a grand affair, and one
that will long be remembered by all who at-
tended it. Everything was good—good
speaking, good singing, and good report of our
doings in the dailies. We publish the Heralds
report thereof.

Our Convention in Chicago in March, 1574,
was equal to this in every particular, save in
numbers, the Chicago Convention taking the
lead by one hundred or more; and yet we were
reported “as Bummers and Bawds” by the
pure Spiritualists (?) in Chicago.

We will publish in No. 31 the able defense
of Mr. Thorn, late member of the Legislature
of North Carolina, expelled because he did
not believe in the Hebraic God. Thus, little
by little the Church, or Christians of America
are showing their hand ; and when they begin
to deal their blows, then look out, for “Texas”
will be to pay.

Our paper is rich in mental worth this week,

JiLin fact, it has always been ; and each number
is better than its predecessor, and will continue
to improve.

We pud a visit to Bro. Bennett, editor of the
‘J'ruth-Seeker, 335 Broadway, on the second of
April, and if the truth is ever to be found, he
will find it, for he is near unto heaven, leaving
the herd beneath his feet. Bro. Bennett looks
well, and appears to be in a prosperous way.
We trust he may succeed.

Our labors in New York, Brooklyn, and

Newark have been eminently successful, and

resulted in a re-engagement for May proximo.

have fallen off largely of late, and especially
since the Katie King exposure in Philadelphia.
We suggest to Bro. Davis that if he and Mary
will come out of their shell and take an active
part in Spiritualism it will be greatly to their
advantage as well as to the advantage of Spir-I
itualism.

There are too many Spiritualists who are
living off of Spiritualism, who are famous only
through Spiritualism, doing nothing in return
for Spiritualism, not only in New York, but
elsewhere. Mrs. Spence and the Doctor, A.
J. Davis and Mary, S. S. Jones, Mrs. Robin-
son, I. B. Rich, and scores of others, were un-
known to the world until Spiritualism brought
them into notoriety, and how are they repay-
ing the angel world?

Our subscribers and correspondents will be
patient with us, for we are working with all
our might and strength to keep even with them,
and we hope to be able to answer every de-
mand made upon us. We are not able to hire
clerks or an associate editor as yet, but trust to
do so before the year is out.

One thing you can rely upon, and that is
honesty in our dealing with you. Our sub-
scribers will please understand that if they do
not get their paper within a reasonable time,
say eight or ten days after mailing money to
us, then we did not receive it. All post office
orders or registered letters will be at our risk,
post office orders must be bought on the office
in Chicago, payable to the order of E. V. Wil-
son.

Dr. H. S. Brown, of Milwaukee: We have
not read the article, “ Worship of Knowledge.”
Subscription for U. B. S. received. Your arti-
cle," Moral Religion of Spiritualism," on hand.

H. A. M, Bryan, Texas: Two dollars re-
ceived ; paper sent Col. H. M. We thank you
and the Colonel for help.

Dr. 0. J. H. and Geo. G., McHenry: Your
letters are received; contents noted. Conven-
tion of the Northern Illinois Association of
Spiritualists will meet in June. Truly the bat-
tleis won and the victory is ours, and our
Convention a great truth. Well may you like
T he Spiritualist at Work ; it is worthy.

Clark E., Osseo, Minn.: Letter received ;
three renewals, one new subscriber. Your ac-
count is as you stated ; your subscription ex-

humanity.

The morning dawned cold and bleak and
cheerless. Toward noon a storm began, and
at evening it was raging ; but notwithstanding
this, a goodly number assembled, but not
nearly all the children or friends who intended
to be present. At ffrst a postponement was
spoken of, but so many had come out that it
was decided to have a part of the exercises,
and then spend a social evening, which we did
to the enjoyment of all. Mrs. A. H. Colby
and Mrs. Olive Smith had been with us some
days—Mrs. Colby drawing crowded houses to
listen to her soul-inspiring lectures, and she
had been engaged for the evening of the 31st,
but, owing to the fearful storm, her lecture

was omitted. On Sunday evening the pro-

gramme was repeated to a crowded house.
The Lyceum members gave some beautiful
recitations and fine singing.  Mrs. Olive Smith
entertained us with some of her inspirational

songs, and Mrs. Colby more than satisfied a

very exacting aydience.
us another week.

She will remain with

8epnrimmt.

Every statement in this department can be de-

pended on as strictly true and without exaggeration.
We must not only have the name of the medium
through whom the test may be given, but we must
have reliable proof of the truth of such statements.

So many tests, wonderful and startling,
have been given through our mediumship
since we were in New York that, if they were
published in a “book, the world would not
hold them ;” therefore we will only give a few
of them:

No. 1. To two men—We see before you a
man ; he is tall, full six feet, straightand finely
built. We deem him an officer of the army,
and this man was killed—shot—several years
ago. While speaking of him we said: We
feel a heavy hand laid on our head and the
circling of a knife around the head, a little be-
low the crown, and then a sudden jerk of the
hair, and then there appears before us a rocky,
ragged waste of rocks—a desolate-looking
place—and we feel all the sorrow of death
upon us.

Second—To you, sir (one of these two men),

her child to me to raise and educate it, which
I am doing. | am Colonel Meacham.of Gen-
eral Canby's command, and was present at the
killing of General Canby, and was left for
dead on the field, and lost my scalp. You are
a very fine mind reader, indeed."”

We answered: “ That is not so, and there
is no truth in the statement. You were not
thinking of this thing when we commenced
our reading, and you know it ns well aswe
do.”

“That is true, sir; and yet, when you
touched upon these things my mind at once
reverted to them."”

“That may be, but in that case your mind
acted uffem the reflection of ours, following
us in every detail, and not our mind reflecting
the memory of yours."

" That is quite another view of the matter."

“ But the fact is true, nevertheless."

Test No.2. To a man—*If you please,
sir, observe what we say. This lady is your
wife."

“Yes, sir.”

“ And you have lived with her many years ?"

" Yes, sir.**

“Well, sir, there is herewith you a spirit
woman, who was your wife many years ago."

Fully describing her, in this case, we en-
tered into minutia, and the thing is true.

“Yes,* said the gentleman, “it is true, but
it is many years since we buried her. Has
she anything to say?”

“Only the mention of the sweet memories
of the past.”

Test No. 3. To a lady—"“There is with
you a man.” We fully described him, giving
age, color of eyes, hair, complexion, weight,
etc. We then stated this man had a scar fully
an inch in length over the left corner of the
left eye, and there was something on the nose,
the right side of the nose, near the center.
“ He says he was your husband.”

The lady replied: “You are correct; he
was my husband, and you have described him
as correctly as | could.”

“What about the scar over the left eye?”
asked a voice.

Lady—*“Will you describe it again, sir?”

Yes, it was thus—laying a pencil on our
forehead—here in nearly a perpendicular line,
slightly inclining to the right, and is about an

pires with No. 55, new subscription, No. 30. |we find your life an eventful one, from seven- inch long.

We will publish the paper weekly so soon as
we are able. If all of our subscribers would
do as well as you, our paper would be a week-
ly in June.

Dansville, Mich., D. T. W.: We thank you
for your effort; subscription for two received ;
papers sent as directed. We wish every sub-
scriber would do as well, and you are author-
ized to act as our agent.

teen years of age to the present time. We
then entered into detail, recapitulating every
feature and date.

Third—We said to the other man, there is
with youawoman in spiritual life. She seems
to us twenty-five or thirty years old; she is

Lady—" That is so."

A Voice—"* What was it on the nose 7"

* |t was a wart.”

Voice—* What says the lady?"

Lady—" He is right.”

Test No. 4. To alady—" Madam, what we

spare, lithe and sprightly; her form is slender are going to say to you is very marked, and, if
but well built; her forehead is large and in- true, is simply wonderful. There is a spirit

The winter has been a fearful one, and there David H., Alliance, O.: Letter received.
isiceand snow a foot deep in many of the  Thanks ; help us all you can. Ask your news
streets of New York at this writing, April 2. agent if he will sell The Spiritualist at

Mr. Beecher is on the witness-stand, and v o rk for us; if so, write us.
this is his second day. All the people feel that  \\e commence in this number a review of
the climax in this gl’eat scandal suit is now Dr. Talmage’s very eloqueﬂty graphicy and
reached, and the truth will culminate in his  concentrated hell-fire sermon, and shall give it
acquittal or conviction. Most people have 3 careful examination.

made up their minds, however, in regard tohis  gpjritualists of the West, have you not had
innocence or guilt, and yet all feel that histes- enough of the bitter billingsgate for the last

timony will turn the scale of justice Up or yearin the western Spiritual organ? If so,

down. ) try our paper for one year ; 26 numbers for
We publish Dr. Newbrough’s paper on our gne dollar.

New Year’s day. It is a good thing, and will

pay to read. ) ) We wish to call attention to Dr. Sarah Hen-
The Kingdom of Heaven is again on earth, dricks’ Kindergarten Institute, No. 25 West

in a neat suit of printer's ink, and lookingwell ~ 26th st. A school for boys and girls, where
after Us winter’s sleep. We hope the friends  the body is educated‘as well as the mind. It
of Bro. Cook will furnish the stamps requisite s centrally situated, in a healthy part of the
to keep the Kingdom on earth, and in keep- ity of New York, and the Doctor is pre-emi-
ing the Kingdom of Heaven afloat, we pray nently calculated for the duties of a teacher as
you to remember its better angel, T ne Spirit- well as a physician.

uatist at Work, forwhat would the kingdom e have witnessed the operations of her
of heaven be without the spirits at work? 50 system of educating children, and are safe in
cents will pay for thirteen numbers of our pa- saying that she excels. See her terms in our
per. advertising columns.

Isaac B. Rich, business manager and one of
the principal owners of the Banner of Light,
was in New York city during anniversary day, = ANNIVERSARY AT FORT DODGE.
March 31, and did not attend the celebration. In concert with the rest of the world, the
It may be that he does notwant the Spiritual- Fort Dodge Progressive Lyceum and its
ists of New York to read the Banner, and it friends celebrated the twenty-seventh anniver—
may be that he has forgotten the material aid  sary of the  new dispensation.” | say in con-
afforded the Banner when in want. We are cert with the rest of the world, for the glad
informed from reliable sources that Bro. Rich tidings of the new gospel have spread from
was at A. J. Davis’s establishment, and could continent to continent, and the islands of the
have put in his appearance at the Hall, 33d at., sea join the swelling chorus. And what has
as Well asnot, and did not. Why? A. J. Davis Spiritualism done that its birthday should be

For the Spiritualist at Work.

tellectual ; her eyes full and hazel blue, nose
Grecian, lips resting lightly upon each other,
exhibiting force and character; the face oval,
and yet it narrows as you come to the point
of the chin. She was of a nervous, sanguine
temper —earnest, frank and quick to feel.
This woman was associated with you when
you were twenty to twenty-seven years old,
and exhibited the character of a lover and
wife; and if we saw her in life-normal, taking
the interest in you she now manifests as a
spirit, we should call her your wife. \We seeher
hand you a child, and yet, sir, this woman

does not seem to have been your wife when

she died. Much more was said in detail.

Then these men answered:

No. 1 said: “I have had a very eventful
life, and have been with the Indians for many
years, and was the interpreter for the Modoc
and other tribes of Indians in Oregon and the
West. The man you have described was and
is General Canby, killed by the Modoc In-
dians."

The man No. 2 said: “1 think you have
things slightly mixed."

We promptly answered: ,No, sir; not at

all. It is true as we have described it or it is
not true.™

“Well, is the woman living?”

“No, sir, she is not living in the form. She
is a spirit."

“But | have a wife, and my wife is living."

“That has nothing to do with the state-
ment ; this woman was either your wife or
under engagement to be your wife."

“Well, to be frank with you, it is true. |
identify this woman fully. 1 did intend to be
dishonest with you, and deny what you said to"
me. | knew this woman at the time referred

Wi

in

W.
plague.”

here who greets you as his wife, and informs
me that you were under a deep, dark cloud of
sorrow when sixteen years old, the deepest,
darkest and most bitter of your life, and on
that occasion you exclaimed in the agony of
your soul: *Oh, God, my God, why not com-
plete the work, and take me with the others,
for there is nothing left for me to hope for? "
The lady answered: “ It is true that in the
year that | was sixteen | lost my husband, my
father and my child. Thus left in agony, |
cried unto God in the very words used by Mr.
It was long ago; they died with the

A Voice—“Who uttered the words, ‘Oh,

God, my God, why not complete the work?*
the woman or the spirit? Can you tell us,
Mr. W 2"

“Yes ; it was the spirit husband."
“Did you ever see this woman before to-

night?"

*“No, sir; not to our knowledge.”
“It is wonderful, indeed.”
*“ Not only wonderful, but sublime, for there

is a sermon in this statement full of potent
thought.
us of his death, but actually remembers what
took place on the occasion and after his death,
for he has repeated to us what he heard his
wife say after he left the body and yet while
the body lay in the room in death," we replied.

This spirit-husband not only tells

Test No. 5. To a man—"There is here

ith you a woman " (fully describing her) “who

says you are her brother, or rather she calls
you brother.”

He answered: “1 never had asister die ;

| recognize the woman ; she was very intimate

our family, and frequently called me her

brother."



For ih« Spiritualist at Work.
AN ACROSTIC.

Thinking one evening of our work on earth*
Having asked for guidance and aid,
Edwin, ay brother, came before me and said:

“.Spirits wOl guide you, sister mine.* Then,
Pointing upward with looks of love, “ Listen."
I could both see and hear his voice
Repeating words of love and cheer—
* | will guard and guide thy footsteps*
Toiling with you in all works of love.
United in heart and mind, our aim the
Advancing our cause on life’s stormy sea ;
Loving and forgiving all who injure thee—
It matters not, friend or foe, whoe’er they be;
Shielding the weak, caring for all the wants ol life.
Taking step after step up the Golden Stairs.

Aiding thee and others on the way,
Teaching soul truths of the sweet Summer Land.

Work on—help others on their way—falim- not;
Onward and upward ever thy motto be;

Rough and stormy though the pathway.

Keepat work—work on—and we will thy helpers be.™*

My brother Edwin came to me last night
and spoke the above acrostic. | caught each
word distinctly as it fell from his angel lips as
he stood before me.  Then, bending his angel
sool to mine, he kissed me good night, and
ascending the golden stairs, faded from my
view.

Long and lovingly I gazed up the shining
way for one glimpse more of the royal soul
that night, but he came not Then gentle
sleep came to my relief, and | dreamed of
elysian bowers beyond the pearly gates where
our dear ones are waiting for our coming.

Your dear Spiritualist at work,

Evergreen Cottage, March 12, 1875.

Remarks—Blessed soul son, we thank thee
for this great love from thee. Come again,
drawing us nearer to God and thee, for thou
art glorified in spirit and God is glorified in
thee—Ed.

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY
OF PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISM.

A decidedly interesting and hi%h_ly resE'ect—
able assembly_?a'ghered_at Republican Hall,
No. 55, West Thirty-third street, New York,
to celebrate the twenty-seventh anniversary of
the advent of modern_ Spiritualism. It was
mainly composed of ladies and gentlemen well
advanced in years and whose faces might have
afforded a profitable and pleasing study to
physiognomists. Many of the gentlemen were
White-hatTed;  On_the platform stood four
beautiful baskets of flowers.

After the hymn, “ Nearer my God to Thee,”
the chairman, Dr. R. T. Hallock, delivered
the introductory address, dwelling upon the
“electrical shock” which the discovery of
Spiritualism produced upon the world. "The
civilized world was being rapidly weaned from
all faith when Spiritualism burst upon it.
There were many men and women who looked
at_this struggle between Christianity and
science with resgr_et_, and saw that the orly sal-
vation was in Spiritualism, _ The nationalities
based upon spiritual manifestations, as was
shown by history, were great as long as the
remained faithful to the” powers from whicl
their strength was derived, and as soon as they
began to be doubtful about their gods their
decay commenced. In the year 1 a medium
arose who understood the power of spiritual
laws over the world, but because the world
had repudiated the first medium, Moses, he
also suffered repudiation. What had modern
Spiritualism done? It had done one great
thlng, and that was to take the miracles out
of the realm of the mere caprice of the ruling
?ower_, and reduced all these spiritual mani-
festations to law. Prior to 1848 the ordinary
idea of heaven had been laughed at by sensi-
ble men and women, who said: “I don't care
a snap for your_heaven ; | dont want to sing
psalms_to eternity. 1°d rather suffer damna-
tion_with sensible men.” And what makes
our idea of a hereafter? Why, human love,
affection, memory, intelligence, room for im-
provement and all powers unimpaired—just
ahe_very state which the intelligent man would

esire.

Mr. J. G. Withers ﬁlayed a solo on the flute
with admirable finish and expression, which
was heartily encored. Mr. Lyman C. Howe,
who kept Hhis eyes closed, said : You approve
of the charms of a song, and. we have come
here to celebrate a song of infinitude reachin
from man to God. This day marks an epacl
which goes far back of the period when the
morning stars sang together. To-day there
are many learned historians who aré ready
even to deny the existence of Jesus of Naza-
reth. This_skepticism has been growin
gradually. The advent of modern Spiritual-
ism, heralded by the immortal words of An-
drew Jackson Davis, declared that not only
was the communication between the two
worlds established, but that it was_also sus-
ceptible of proof. Thus Spiritualism chal-
lenged the investigation of the world. This
epoch marks the beginning of the scientific
phase of immortality. It was to carry bless-
ings to the world, not by the menace of the
devil and damnation, but'by the establishment
of facts. When it thus came to_answer the
clamor of infidel*ages how was it received?
By the scientific world with contumely and

Isa.
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contempt; by science it was met squarely and
accepted ; but by scientific pretenders it was
Ifrowned down, traduced, trodden upon. But
it was urged that this revelation was not pre-
sented I an acceptable form, that it was
taken hold of by the lowdy, the ignorant, \WWho
is to blame? 1f the high and the scientific
would rather have let it perish, should the |
not save it to the world? It did come to the
lowly; so did Jesus. = It was Heaven’s Hercu-
les which was launching the thunderbolts of
Job, until the scientific pretenders no longer
dared to meet this infinite ocean, generated in
the lapse of twenty-seven years ago. (IAp_pIause.%
| admit that it is’ not a perfect religion; bu
look how many centuries passed before astron-
omy, phrenology, and every other system of
science reached its present state of high ad-
vancement. _ Now, if it took these sciences so
many centuries, what could they expect of this
twenty-seven year old _ child? piritualism
combined the tharacteristics of a science and
religion which was destined to disintegrate the
fossils of the past.  On the part of the mate—
rialists it was urged that religion was not nat—
ural to man, but”engrafted upon him. How-
ever, this is but pure assumption, without any
foundation whatever. One might as well sa
that the brain was not made to pray, to feel,
and to think. The speaker then gave an elab-
orate analysis of the qualities of the “top brain,”
the “ back brain,” and other brains, which was
listened to with profound attention._ Spiritual-
ism has liberated the serfs of Russia and the
slaves of America. It has not only freed four
million of slaves, but four times four million
who had been in far worse than physical bond-
age. If ritualism repudiated the bondage of a
false theology, a false revelation of the golden
stream that runs through the border isles of the
ﬁast—(applause)—n taught that the same love
eld together the star-spangled glories of the
universe. (IAppIause_.)

‘Mrs. Pauline A.Wieland sang a pretty song,
with fluteand piano accompaniment, which was
cordially applauded. Other addresses by Dr.
J. Newbroughand E. V. Wilson followed, after
which the exercises closed. In the evenin
there was a social reunion and dancing unti
midnight.

For the Spiritualist at Work.
REVIEW.
BY MRS. L. E. DRAKE.

We find in The Spiritualist at Work of
Dec. 5, an article headed “Social Life, Re-
form, and the Family Circle,” which we infer
is from the pen of the editor. We have a
little spare time, and use it in reviewing some
portions of said article.

First, The writer says, “ For years there has
been restlessness manifested in many, too ma-
ny, family circles; too many married people
are dissatisfied with their married life.”

True; then there is something wrong, the
cause of which the writer has not given, though
he says he has “read with a great deal of in-
terest, the thoughts of all the writers on this
subject, listened to many, if not all, of the
speakers with marked interest.”

Well, brother, so have we, and we have done
more; being a woman, have had better oppor-
tunites for knowing the causes which have pro-
duced the “ restlessness” of which you speak.
We have sat side by side with hundreds of
mothers in their secret chambers, heard them
tell, with tear-dimmed eyes, the tales of their
innocent and ignorant girlhood. How little
they knew of real life, never having been in-
structed by parents or guardians, of the needs,
the uses, or the abuses of their physical bod-
ies, or what the present marriage law would
demand of them when a wife; but left to
dream of love-lit bowers and picture the ideal
homes, where the lover, though a hushand,
would be the tender, affectionate, and constant
lover still.  How their education had been to
know more of French and German, drawing
and music, than things pertaining to the every-
day life of wives and mothers. Had been in-
spired and advised by parents and friends, to
look for position and wealth in a hushand,
rather than a true mate. In fact, they did not
know what the words true mates could mean ;
though many have told us they have often, be-
fore marriage, felta strong repulsion toward
the man they were soon to marry, but were
taught to believe that feeling would soon wear
away after marriage, and the thoughts of being
the wife of one sowell loved and respected by
the popular world, covered all, and they only
woke to the reality of their situation when too

late.

Women are not alone the ignorant and de-
luded victims, for men, too, often mourn their
sad mistakes. No; no ; we do not point to the
“wife beater, the wife murderer, the woman
cast off by her husband, or the family beggar-
ed and deserted,” as the only “ capital stock
in trade,” for such cases as we have portrayed
above, more frequently keep their failures a
secret from the world. Seeing no means of
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obliged to suffer the disgrace of a divorce,
which past customs have never failed to make
odious, they live on, too weak to bear the I
storm and too proud to bear the shame, and |
thereby generate the children of dissipation 1
and crime, who become the *wife beaters,” the j
“wife murderers,” when men, and the husband
haters, the husband murderers, when women.

We base our proof of this statement on nat- |
ural causes, which we will give. Itisa well
established fact, by our best physicians, that
the mind seriously affects the nervous and phy-
sical system for good or ill as the case may be.
When the mind is troubled the body suffers;
therefore, the elements of which the body is
composed are agitated and in an unhappy state.
The very germs which produce other lives,
other human beings, men and women, are im-
pregnated with the same spirit which pervades
the whole system and makes life wretched.
With men they are often, aside from the agita-
tion of the mind, heated with passions or poi-
soned by intoxicating spirits or drugs.

Women are the mothers of the human race,
whose very souls and bodies become the soil
which feeds and supports the germs of life and
produces the men and women forevery age. We
feel safe to say none will deny this. Well, then,
according to the quality of the soil which produ-
ces sowill be the thingsproduced; when defect-
ivegerms are planted in the soil of disappointed
hopes, fostered by the hands of restlessness, fed
from the fountains made bitter with tears, and
fanned by the sighs of smothered grief, what
will be the result, when such germs culminate
through the laws of evolution, in the new born
babes? Reader, sum up the argument, and
decide for yourself, while we notice other por-
tions of the article in hand.

The writer then goes on to some extent ‘in
portraying the wrongs, consequent upon some
known or unknown cause, such as “ psycholo-
gized ” wives, elopements, dwarfs, idiots, and
deformed children, and says, socialists claim
these are the results of monogamic marriage.

This we deny, but claim they are the results
of false education, ignorance, cruel treatment
of mothers during pregnancy, or such inhar-
monious conditions as we have given above.

The mothers who save their smiles and
cheerful words for the public, under which to
hide their aching hearts, and sigh when alone
or wet their pillows with midnight tears, though
they succeed in keeping the real truth fromthe
world at large, at the same time they are fur-
nishing the food of dissatisfaction, deception,
and crime for their unborn babes, who will in
after years personate the secret lives of their
mothers, in deeds too plain to be mistaken.

No, it is not the marriage law that is the
cause; but where such causes exist, the pres—
ent marriage law, called by the writer the
Mmonogamic,” does not become null and void,
as we believe it should, but holds the victims
in its iron grasp, or forces them to a public ex-
posure of all their sad failures and the cause,
through the open courts. And this is why we
complain so bitterly of the present marriage
law. It may be performed in the most secret
manner, but cannot beannulled, except through
great trials and public exposures, and even
then only for certain crimes specified in said
law. This we believe to be wrong, because it
dwarfs the growth of individual sovereignty,
becomes a stem and oppressive power, instead
of a protection for the human race to higher
conditions.

The writer also portrays the well regulated,
happy family circle, the different stages of de-
velopment in well cultivated societies, the
sweet ties of affection that are ever the fruits
of harmonious homes, and claims the cause
which has produced all such results has been,
and still is, the present marriage law ; which
we must also deny, for reasons here given:

First, The causes existed prior to the time
the marriage ceremony was performed, in the
organizations and developments of both males
and females, together with their natural and
harmonious blendings. The marriage cere-
mony is, or should be, only a public acknowl-
edgement of the contract entered into between
the parties. It therefore never produced the
the causes which opened the springs of affec—
tion, and sent their magnetic currents on the
wings of love, from soul to soul; nor could it
stop their flowing, or dry up the fountains,
though it were annihilated forever.

We fear our article is already too long, and
will review the questions the writer asks on
sexual freedom next week.

rHE MORAL RELIGION OF SPIRIT
UALISM.

BY H. S. BROWN, M D.
The commands of God by men were given.
To deceive the people under heaven ;
The commands of spirits mediums give,
That people by knowledge may learn to live.

From what has been said in my previous

articles, and the great number of well-attested
spirit communications, it will be seen that
spirits have not found a God, Devil or Hell,

but have found that the spirits of heaven have
the same feelings of conscience, conscientious
scruples and moral principles as the people of
earth of the same degree of knowledge and
intelligence, and they have the same love for
friends and children. 1t is not true that the
mother of a loved child can look down out of
heaven on its torture in hell, or any other
place, without feeling all the agony that the
mother on earth feels when her child is tor-
tured, as Christians often assert. The intel-
ligent Spiritualist will at once see that the
same moral principles are ruling mankind and
his spirit in heaven and earth, in time and
eternity. When these eternal principles which
attach to humanity are fully appreciated by
Spiritualists, they will proceed at once to pro-
claim those moral principles or commands
that must be adopted and practiced to estab-
lish the peace and harmony of the purest
spirits of heaven among the people of earth.
The Hebrew and Christian priests have pub-
lished in their Bible the following as their first
and great command: “You shall love the

Lord your God with all your might, mind and
strength.”  As every person makes or adopts
a God to suit them, it is only loving himself
excessively while pretending to love another
being, and these lovers of their gods are ina
constant war of words, and have established
the church militant, to be ready for a war of
blood, which they are engaged in much of the
time. This is the kind of peace this command
gives to earth’s people. The first and great
principle or command of the spirits is: “You
must get knowledge.” Seek it as the most
precious object to be attained. We spirits
teach it to spirits, and it makes the peace of
heaven. It will give wisdom to the people of
earth, and establish the peace and harmony of
heaven among them. j:

The second command of the Christian God

is: “You shall love your neighbor as your-

self.” It is thought by most people to be im-
possible to have such love. Spirits inform us
that it is not important that we should love so
much. But it is important that we deal justly
by them in making our laws, whether we.love
them or not. The second command of the
spirits is: “You shall give to your neighbor
the rights you claim for yourself.” Under
this rule it would be impossible to have such
class legislation as has been enacted in church
and state under the Christian commands. It
gives all an equal chance to seek and get their
own place among the people of earth, the
same as the spirits have in heaven. .

_ The third command is gve_n to the Chris-
tians from the spirit of Christ—it may be
called the h0|¥1 ghost God’s command: ™ He
that believeth "not (the gospel) shall be
damned.” This is the most horrible senti-
ment ever uttered by any man, and was said
by the same person who Said he should be in
paradise—with a thief, and asked God to for-
give his murderers. It seems he would for-
give any kind of crime and criminal, but damn
an unbeliever. This shows if your neighbor
is an unbeliever you should love him to dam-
nation. The third command of spirits s :
“You shall not be damned or condemned_for
belief or unbelief.” You shall have the right
of private judgment, and the right to express
your OEJInIOhS when done decently and in or-
der. Under this rule or command every un-
just law would be freeéy spoken a}jgalnst by the
persons oppressed, and” be altered when it be-
came fair )Eunderstood as unjust.

It will ‘be observed that "Christians, under
their commands, forgive thieves and murder-
ers and damn unbelievers, even when they are
the most virtuous citizens. Spiritualists con-
demn thieves and murderers, and_uphold per-
sons in their right to believe or disbelieve ac-
cording to evidence as they understand it. A
person may believe wrong'and do np criminal
act, and may believe right and commit the
most diabolical crimes. The Christian’s heaven
isa kln%c]iom _presided over by a despot, who
loves without I1ust|ce and hates without mercy.
The Spiritualist’s heaven is a republic, where
love is truth and_justice, and hate is tempered
with mercy. Tne Christians will establish
their despotism on earth if they can induc.e
people tq obey their commands. ~ The Spirit-
ualists will establish their republic on earth if
people will seek knowledge and justice accord-
ing to the principles in the above spirit com-
mands. Spiritualists, the above are the bases
of the moral \k/rl_nuples taught by Christians
and spirits. hich'will you adopt ?



A PROPOSAL
TO SUBSTITUTE THE SPIRITUAL FOR THE
CHRISTIAN ERA AS A RECORD OF DATE FOR
THE AFFAIRS OF OURSELVES AND OTHERS.

A paper read before the Association o f Spirit-
ualists on the 2jth New- Years' day
o f Scientific Spiritism,
BY J. B. NEWBROUGH, M. D.

Spiritualism, as a science of spiritism, dates
from the “Rochester knockings.” All our
Spiritual organizations received their first im-
Eetus from that period. The Spiritualists,

nown as such in any and all parts of the
world, trace the origin of their knowledge of
sEiritism back to the scientific investigations
that grappled then, for the first time in the
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ment of mental philosophy, which is one of
the highest of the aims of ‘'man. The Chris-
tian erawas unintelligible belief. The Spirit-
ual era is experimental and demonstrable
knowledge. he conditions under which
these proofs are obtained were also unknown.
Whence came the knowledge of those condi-
tions? Scientists did not teach them. Chris-
tians did not. That knowledge came from
the spirit world; and that knowledge began
with the “ Rochester knockings.” Prior to
that period scientists denied the reappearance
of the dead, and accounted for the belief as
having its origin in some abnormal condition
of the senses which made the people believe
they saw that which they did not see. Now,
the photographer can and does photograph

history of man, with the invisible forces ema-| the object representing the spirit of the dead.

nating from the reputed spirits of the dead.

That period was the beginning of the union of ( the Spiritual.

science and spiritism.  Prior to that date

science dealt only with positive bodies, and

then only by experiment. By positive bodies
we mean material substances ot sufficient
density to be analyzed or synthetized. These
experiments were governed wholly bv man’s
external senses of seeing, feeling and hearing,
and by reasoning thereon. By spirit we mean
broadly that subtle element which, in form
and general configuration, resembles the phys-
ical body; an element that is itself the motive
power of the living body; an element toot
subject to the law of death; an element that
survives after the physical body isdead. The
study of these laws, and the positive results
arrived at by the compilation of this educa-
tional matter, is spiritual science. We are
aware that a limited knowledge of spiritual
things is as old as the history of our race; but
that knowledge never assumed a scientific
shape till after the advent of “Rochester
knockings.”™ Mediums and prophets have ex-
isted in all ages of the world, but they them-
selves knew not what they were. Some of
them interpreted their powers to be direct
from God; some of them announced them-
selves as prophets and Christs of God. For-
tune-tellers of rare mediumistic powers have
often astonished the people with their won-
derful revelations; but these persons attrib-
uted their powers to having been bom with a
vail over their face, or to being the seventh
son of the seventh son, or other frivolous
causes. Science could not explain these men-
tal powers till after the “ Rochester knock-
ings/* In China and Hindostan there has
been, apparently for thousands of years, a be-
lief in a spiritual existence, and that the spir-
its of the dead could return to the living. It
was a belief, but not scientifically demon-
strated.

Christians believe in a spiritual existence,
but they cannot demonstrate scientifically
that which they believe. In the early days of
Christianity it was not necessary to demon-
strate the fact The mass of the people were
then illiterate and uneducated, and would be-
lieve that which they were told to believe.
That day is past That was the Christian era
—an era when the people were sufficiently il-
literate to be led by the priests and the church.
With the advance of intelligence it became
necessary for spiritism to demonstrate itself
scientifically. It has done so, and now does
s0. This is a new era. Here is the differ-
ence : Christianity is merely unintelligent be-
lief, and it has lost its hold and influence on
the great and wise men and women of our pe-
riod ; Spiritualism is a scientific knowledge of
spiritual things—a demonstrable proof of
man’s immortality adapted to the present and
incoming age of our race. The date of this
advent is from the “ Rochester knockings.”
Prior to that period the movements of man,
animals and insects were phenomenal. Scien-
tists sought for the cause of motion, as being
within and belonging to the physical body;
religionists attributed it to God and the devil.
With the “Rochester knockings * came the

This was not done in the Christian era, but in
The scientist could not detect
the existence of this spiritual being till taught
from the spirit world. This isan era when
spirits come back to teach us; an era when
science bows to spirit. Prior to this era
many of the subtle elements were denied to
have a separate existence. Even magnetism
and electricity were interpreted to be merely
results of certain combinations of gross matter.
So, also, was the spirit of man interpreted ;
mind, life and the motive principle were sup-
posed to be results, existing with, and term-
inating with, the death of the body. Chris-
tians and other religious bodies of unenlight-
ened believers could give no proof whatever of
these laws. The scientist, in analyzing the
physical body, could find no soul or spirit.
And why ? because it was gone. The Chris-
tian could prove no spirit, because he knew
not where or how to look for it. Spiritualism
has done both; it has found the spirit and
knows how, in many cases, to obtain an inter-
view with the spirit after death of the body.
Spiritualism taught us the way to dissect man
to find the spirit. Notwith a knife ; not with
a belief, but by investigating the motive-power
in man. The spirit came back after the
death of the physical body and demonstrated
its power and intelligence. It showed itself,
and then the supremacy of physical science
fell. 1t showed itself, and then the divine as-
sumptions of churches and prophets began to
fall. But iterected instead a new philosophy;
teaching us to begin at the ethereal or subtle
elements and to reason outward toward”ross
matter; a new era in the philosophy of life.
Prior to this era science began in gross matter
and endeavored to reason toward the subtle
and potent laws, but could not. Prior to this
eraall the scientific and all the religious phi-
losophers of all ages considered this earth with
other planets and the stars to be the world.
They ignored the immense ethereal space of
the universe as being nothing. Spiritualism
overthrows all this philosophy and proves that
even as the spirit of man is the man, so is the
spiritual world the world. The spiritual era
opens the way to attain to higher knowledge.
It should be ever held in bold contradistinc-
tion from undemonstrable belief. It is the
first time in the world’s history that we are
taught the necessary conditions of our own
minds in order to receive spiritual knowledge
from those who have gone before us. It is the
beginning of an era that will overthrow the
tyranny of priests and churches over the re-
ligious feelings of the people. As a platform
of religious liberty it is a newera. As a plat-
form for the higher purity of the State it should
be distinguished from the Christianity of the
churches. As a platform more holy and noble
than the Christianity of the churchesit should
be chronicled as a separate era. Asa govern-
ment over each and every individual mind,
teaching a higher and purer sense of manhood
and responsibility. Spiritualism transcends the
Christianity of the churches quite enough to
entitle it to assume a new and separate era in
the religious history of our race. Further-
more, from a sense of justice to ourselves we

proof palpable that there is a spiritual body 1can not longer compromise our religious name

within the living physical body which gives it
the power of motion. The movement of in-
animate bodies by invisible forces proved the
existence and presence of intelligent spiritual
beings. Prior to this era we were wholly un-
informed in regard to that capacity of the
mind called instinct. No scientist could de-
monstrate it philosophically. He could go no
further inexplaining how an animal could find
its way home by an unknown road than by
saying it was instinct. The scientist could
not tell us why the honey-bee would fly two
or three miles homeward in a straight line.
He could not tell us why the wild goose flew
southward a few days before the winter's
storm. He could not tell us why intelligent
communications frequently passed instan-
taneously between living people when they
were residing far apart. Everything of this
kind was called instinct or sympathy or mere
coincidence; and yet the scientist, above all
others, claimed that all things occurred in
consequence of some law. He could go no
further. The negative organization of the
mind had never been thought of. By the dis-
coveries made within the spiritual erawe can
now prove that negative condition. We can
prove not only the existence of spiritual be-
ings, but a spiritual element; and that by the
force of that element on the negative mind of
the animal, insect, or whatever else that lives,
it performs that which is called instinct.
Prior to the “ Rochester knockings” these
spiritual laws and forces were never explained
philosophically. They were partially believed
in, but no more. Now we can demonstrate
them scientifically and repeat the examples.
In this respect, the beginning of a knowledge
of these things was a new era in the develop-

by acknowledging ourselves in the era of
vicarious atonement and total depravity—a
doctrine that is irreligious and pernicious, a
relic of a barbarous age. In the minds of
philosophers who have not investigated Spir-
itualism we are placed in the same boat with
unphilosophical Christians, and there judged
from the superstitious clogs of ages. "Let us
cut loose. Ours is not a belief, but a scientific
knowledge. Ours is a platform for the whole
intelligent world to stand upon. What Chris-
tianity has that is good we will cull it out and
keep. And so of Confucius and all other re-
ligions. Spiritual science is the first opening
to the light of heaven that matches to the
faculties of man. Its advent is the first intel-
ligent beginning of any era in the history of
man’s religious nature. Let us make a record
of it. Let us make a record of this show of
light from the otherwise invisible world. It is
contrary to our religious principles to date an
era from Joe Smith, Confucius, Mahomet or
any other personage. Our seals should be en-
graved with the words Spiritual Science, and
the number of years since it began. We are
entitled to it from scientific and religious
merit. 1t may not be deemed unbecoming in
us to recapitulate our achievements, for it is
often asked, What has Spiritualism done?
We answer, that we have gone further in
science and religion within our brief era of
twenty-seven years than all the philosophers
and priests accomplished in hundreds of cen-
turies. In the oft-derided table-tipping, we
have demonstrated a law more powerful than
the attraction of gravitation. And what is its
scientific value compared to the observations
of the transit of Venus? We have not only
discovered a world, but established telegraphic
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communication therewith. We have discov-
ered and made plain the motive principle of
the whole animal kingdom ; we have proved
and demonstrated the existence of spiritual
bodies ; we have proved and demonstrated the
fallacy of the pretended miracles of the pro-
phets and Christs of all the dark ages, by pro-
ducing hundreds of mediums that can, with
the spirits of the dead, do the same things;
mediums that can heal the sick by the laying
on of hands; mediums that can go into the
fire and it will not burn them ; mediums that
can, by the touch of their hands, convert water
into an inflammable liquid, so that it will bum
as dry straw ; and yet, greater than all these,
we have given to the world the true philosophy
of the natural laws by which these things are
done—a philosophy that is the beginnin
the utter destruction of all idolatrous worship,

the demolition of all the divine pretensions

and authority of all priests and churches over

the religious liberty of the human mind. In

science we have explained and proven what
are mesmerism, psychology, trance, somnam-
bulism, instinct, unconscious cerebration, the
appearance of ghosts, attendant spirits and or-
acles, all of which have baffled and defied all
the priests and philosophers that ever lived be-
fore our era.  We have proven that the spirit
of man is the man, and that the physical
body is its primary school; that after death of

the physical body the spirit goes on in the at- m-t03p, m.

tainment of knowledge and purity from the
rank where it was while in the body. We

have proved that there is no such thing as for- fromato5p. m.

giveness of sin by a third party, but that all
must pay for the transgression, either in this
or the spirit world, and that any pretensions
to the contrary, by any church or potentate,
are a fraud and an outrage against the laws
of God.

Let all Spiritualists make a note of these
scientific achievements, for they are ours, a
light and a knowledge that may be heralded
with pride before all the world.

We therefore suggest that all publishers of
books, periodicals or newspapers devoted to
Spiritualism may hereafter date their produc-
tions from the spiritual era. We also suggest
that all Spiritual societies and organizations
date from the said period, and that notes and
headings for letters, bill-heads, and in fact all
communications between and amongst Spirit-
ualists, thus acknowledge the spiritual era.

Let us remember that there are millions and
millions of church property untaxed in this
country still devoted to unenlightened worship.
Let us remember that the adherents of these

darkened theologies are vigilant to get their 1piseases.
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409 West Randolph st., (near Elizabeth,) Chicago,
Office hours, 8to 10a. u,,ato 3 £ m.

MRS. E. PARREY,

Physical Medium, 51 Blue Island Avenue, Chicago.

MRS. DbWOLF,
Business, Clairvoyant and Test Medium, 415 West

Van Buren street, icago, 111.
DR. BUTT.
Magnetic Healer and Eclectic Physician, will attend

emale com-

est Randolph st., Chicago. Office hours, from to a.

MARY A. MITCHELL, M. D.,
521 West Madison street, Chicago. Office hours,

DR. McFADDEN AND WIFE,
. Clairvoyants, Test Mediums and Magnetic Phys-
icians, aré located at No. 303 W. Lake st., (up stairs,)
Chicago. Hold circles eacn evening, for the purpose
«f giving tests to skeptics, developing mediums, etc.
Private seances every day from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m.

DR. SLADE,

_Now located at 25 East 24th street, New York, will
give special attention to the treatment of disease.

MRS. MARY PARKHURST,

24 Sophia street, Rochester, N. Y., Clairvoyant and
Magnetic Physician. Claims that her powersare un-
surpassed ; has had a large and very successful prac-
tice with both chronic and acute diseases. Will make
examination by lock of hair.

J. V. MANSFIELD.

Test Medium, answers sealed letters, at 361 Sixth
avenue, New York. Terms, $5 and 4 three-cent post-

age stamps. Register your letters.

MRS. S. A. ANTHONY,
Seer and_Test Medium. Residence, 72a Fairmont
avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.
WILLIAM HICKS,

Clairvoyant and_Magnetic Physician, Rockford,
ent Co., Mich., will attend to all Acute and Chronic
Female complaints successfully and confi

favorite ideals in the constitution of the United dentially treated. Patients entertained at my home,

States.
N. Y., March 31st, 27 Y. S. S.

Woman’s Rights—At a recent distribu-
tion of prizes by the School Board of Leeds,
England, one of the female pupils gave a
practical illustration of “woman’s rights " by
carrying off all the prizes, distancing in every
branch her competitors of the sterner sex.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

OUR ADVERTISING TERMS.

Toallwhom it may concern : W hereas, OUr paper.
The Spiritualist at W ork, NOW has over seventeen
hundred subscribers, and increasing at the rate of one
Jhundred and fifty each month, through our own per-

sonal efforts; T nerefore, we now inform our friends
that on]y two columns of our paper, on the seventh,
page, will be open for advertisements, at the rate of 10
cents per line for the*first insertion, and 8 cents for
each subsequent insertion under thirteen numbers, for
advertisements containing ten lines and over. For all
advertisements under ten lines, 15 cents a line for first
insertion, and 10 cents a line® for each subsequent in
sertion, payment invariably in advance. | All matter
for advertising must be directed to Hazlitt & Reed,
172 and 174 Clark Street, Chicago. No notice will be
taken of advertisements-not accompanied with the
money.

-

HISTORIC ART.
THE DAWNING LIGHT.
This beautiful and impressive picture, representing

the Birthplace ofModern Spiritualism, In Hydes—
ville, N. Y., was carefully and correctl5/ drawn and
0!

painted by our eminent American artist, Joseph John.
retail prices:
The Steel Engraving,..........c.c.cceeerevnnees X 50
Proof ImpressSions from first thousand,— 2 00

ALarge Circular containing a map of Hydesville,
and diagram of that humble temple, is furnished free
with eacn Engraving.

Cash .in amounts of Two Dollars or under, can be
mailed in the ordinary wz(ajy, and over that in Register—
ed Letter, Post Office Order, Draft, or Express—all at
our risk. All pictures at retail sent postage free, and
warranted safely through. i i

Our works are not * cheap” in quality, hence not
“low " in price.
be hotogrhatpP e%‘d thers fi i ks.

opyTri orbids others from copying our works.
pyro R. H. CURRAN & de/ gublishers,
28 School St., Boston, Mass.
Forsaleat the Home of Farmer Mary, Lombard,
Dupage Co., 111.

HENDRICKINSTI TUT E,
No. 25.West 26th Street, New York.

FRENCH, GERMAN AND ENGLISH
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL
FOR YOUNG LADIES AND
DELICATE CHILDREN.

The course of instruction is extensive and thorough.
** Health is the basis of power," therefore our purpose
to unite the highest educational advantages with
{)hysmal culture,”and while making thorough’scholars

0_.also make strongs healthy women. )

The Health and Sanitary Departments are in charge
of an able and experienced lady professor of Hygiene
and Physiology, who will make every effort to pro-
mote and preserve the health of each pupil. i

The delicate and enfeebled will receive her especial
care and skilled attention. *.By our mode of instruc-
tion and treatment the weak and delicate are restored
to health and strength. School oEens SeFt. 21, 1874.

ARAH L. HENDRICK. Prop.

None of our other works of art will

if required. i 3
Examination bY letter or lock of hair, $1; with pre-

scription, $2.  All other charges as reasonable as times

will admit. qtf

Mrs. REBECCA MESSENGER,

X04 Spring street, Aurora, Kane Co., l11., (box 1071),
Clairvoyant. Diagnosis of Disease, $1; with per-
scription, $1.50; Reading Destiny, 1 hour$1; bylet-
ter, $1.50. Send age, sex, and money, to insure notice.

Dr. C. D. GRIMES, Sturgis, Mich.,

Holds himself in readiness to speak to public assem-
blies of Spiritualists and Progressives, within reason-
able distance. With each Lecture will be delivered
an Original Poem.

*Terms moderate. _ Address,
. C. D. GRIMES,
Box 452, Sturgis, Michigan.

SOUL READING.

. Send lock of hair, giving age and sex, and get a de—
lineation of character and outlines of personal condi-
tion, from a first-class Psychometrist. "Terms, $1 and
3 postage stamps. Address

M. TOUSEY

r. M. SEY,
Versailles, Cattaraugus County, New York.

PSYCHOM ETRY.

Power has been given me to delineate character, to
describe the mental and spiritual capacities of persons
and sometimes to indicate their future, and their best
locations for health, harmony and business. Persons
desiring aid of this sort will please send me their hand-
writing, state age and sex, and enclose $2.

JOHN M. SPEAR,
2210 Mt. Vernon st., Philadelphia, Pa.

SOTJL. READING
Dr.J. C. PHILLIPS, OF Omro, Wiisl|

The distinguished Psychometrist, Clairvoyant and
Magnetic Physician, examines by lock of hair, auto-
graph or photograph ; gives advice in regard to_busi-
ness. Those contemplating marriage, and theainhar-
monious, will do well to consult the Dr., gilvmg" age

3

and sex. Brief delineations, $2 ; full delineations,
\é\nth prescription, $3.  Medicine sent by express, if
esirea.

“1 find no greater pleasure than recommending to

the public a modest, honest healer. J.O. Barrett/'

“Dr. J.. Phillips, as a Magnefic Physician, is
meeting with %ood SUCCesS, . V. Wilsgn."

“The best Delineator of Character and Describerof
Disease | ever knew. . E. Jamieson."
Dr. T. C. PHILLIPS. Omro, \Vis.

HERMAN SNOW,

DEALER IN
Spiritualist, Liberal and Reform

IBOOKS AND PAPERS

No. 319 KEARNY STREET,

UfStairs, West Side. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
Agency’for the Bannerof Light, Spiritualist at
worky and other Liberal and Re%rm Papers. i4tf

COMMON SENSE.
A SpiritualPaperfor the Pacific Coast.

A Sixteen-page Weekly Journal, devoted to the
Phenomena ana Philosophy of Spiritualism, Social
Reform, Woman Suffrage, efc. Common Sense is the
only Free Thought Journal west of the Rocky Moun ¢
tains. Common Sense has an excellent Corpsof Con-
tributors. Common Sense contains Reports of Radical
Lectures and Discussions. Common Sense is filled,
mainly, with original matter, but gives accounts, in a
condensed form,” of the most interesting Spiritual
Phenomena of the World. Common®Sense has now
reached its £3<I number, and is rapidly growing in
interest and influence.

Send for a specimen copy of Common Sense—Only
Three Dollars Perannum . Specimens sent free.

dress COMMON SENSE

if) Montgomery Street,San Francisco, Cat.
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filing ffleyartment.

In this Dtpartmmt everything pertaining to the ad-
vancement and elevation of woman ahall have a
place, and our children also ; who are to be the men
and women of the future. What they will be, depends
upon what wo mw teach them.

BY M. EMERSON WILSON.

Letters and communications for this department
must be addressed to Jf. Emtrson Witsom, Lombards
Ilinois. Mothers, sisters, friends, one and all, send
us living truths. life experiences of your own souls,
and let us live our real selves, our inner life, and seem
and be to each other what wo really are.

MEMORY'S HALLS.
By LZ2B AAK

To the hall of the past | have wandered to-night.
rou%h its misty old arches to roam,
Though the must and the mildew of many a year.
Areclinging to turret and dome.

Moass-grown and %ray are its time-honored walls,
Ana shorn of their glory and pride,
And filled with thejghosts of the hoar_ydhal red years

That have crept’into silence and died. 1

But I'll wander along throug%h its dim mouldy aisles.
Counting the graves as | s ray —

"Tis still and deSerted, | have nothing to fear.
No specter will stand in the way.

Ah ! methought it was deserted, but shadowy forms,
In the weird old arches | see,
Starting up from the lowly made

graves of the years,
And Waving and beckoning to me.

But they are no strangers, those shadowy forms.

Though | thought not to see them to-night;
Methought that old time, with the hoary haired years
Had buried them deep from my sight.
There are phantoms of hopes which have brightened 1
myyouth * =~ .
Hopes which died with the fllght of the years.
And the ghost of a faith which died out of my life,
Leaving doubt, disappointment and tears.

There ar%hphantoms of friends of the bright days of

outh,
Anayspecters of sorrow and woe:

There's the ghost of a love torn out of my heart,
Crushed, withered and dead long ago.

But | still love to roam through the desolate halls,
For the sunbeams which brighten the qloom,
Bring back tender thoulghts of the sunlight of youth,

And loved ones long laid in the tomb.
Durarx:l% \Xﬁ*. o

MEMORY’S TREASURES.

How much is spoken which deserves no re-
membrance, and which does not serve as a
single link in one’s existence, not calling forth
one result for others’weal, or thrilling one cord
of the better impulses of life. How beautiful
to distinguish the pearls from the pebbles in
this conglomeration of events, this rushing
torrent of scenes, both happy and distressing ;
to bring order out of chaos, by selecting for
memoiy’s store that which is most suited to
our taste. For no one can or will receive this
chaotic mass without asserting and distinguish-
ing each feature of the component parts.

Our own taste governs us somewhat in this
matter. The gift of memory is diversified in
different people—some having a taste for his-
tory, some for literature ; others delight in pol-
itics ; some, too, have a mania for gossip, and
can relate wonderful histories of their acquaint-
ances in society, and so on through all the dif-
ferent phases of existences, with its diversity
of existences, with its diversity of thought and
feeling. Indeed, one can determine by the
conversation of people, and noting what sub-
jects are best remembered by them, their
tastes, and the structures of their minds.

Still, we would not say that our own taste
can wholly dictate the subjects which will be
remembered, for how sad a reminder is memo-
ry sometimes 1 Many scenes would we blot
out of mind, and never recall them again, for
their memory is bitter. Words which can
never be recalled, deeds, whose effects on oth-
ers can never be effaced — now come, one by
one, and tell us how useless our life has been,
how vain! Still, these are treasures in dis-
guise, for they are faithful monitors, and are
the ready prompters of experience.

Memory has oeen compared to a vast store-
house, but this cannot be literally true, for its
capacity would then be limited, while in reality
the more we learn, the greater our capability.
How important, then, that we inure trie mind
to healthful action, instead of feeding it on
poison until the habit becomes chronic, and
can only be satisfied by its deadly food. Look
at this vast world of literature and science;
why not delve in its mines of glittering, genu-
ine treasures? It is open to all, placed before
us by those of master minds, great in genius,
and tireless in energy. With the mind filled
with such treasures, and a motive spring of
goodness in heart and mind, the power to act
and think wisely is improved doubly.

The soul weaves its fairy threads of thought
in the human mind, and by the same medium
back again to its source. This spirit which
inhabits our own living being, must exist for-
ever, and as its plastic, impressible nature is
now acted’ upon, so it must remain when it
takes its flight to another state of existence ;
memory will still be there, and, with its treas-
ures, will follow us safely through all eternity.

There is_much pathos in these words—
“Memory’s Treasures.” Their sound vibrates
through the soul, sending waves of sweet mu-
sic flitting down the halls of memory’s vast
cathedral, as the soft,clear chime of the silvery
bells at the vesper hour floats on the shado
wings of evening's dawn. Mingled with sad-
ness seem those treasures, for do they not re-
call scenes so dear, Ioer::P past, which can never
be forgotten >—Selected.
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and unclean to merit your contempt ?

newspapers.
it is:

stocks.
course | am among the all.
has been given me, and | have done it.

hisown bills, and pockets the balance.
been here twelve months, but the powers that
be give me permission to return to my own
cottage by the sea.
be National City, San Diego Co., Cal.

THE SPIRITUALIST AT WORK : APRIL >4 1875.

| LETTER FROM Mas. H. F. M. BROWN.
Virginia City, Nev., Feb. 26.

Dear Mrs. Wilson: Thanks for your good
letter, and for a big bundle of papers. The
Spiritualist at Work; Will be sent out
among the miners so soon as | am through
with them.

You are in the work and a good worker,
too. The peace evangel and the bearer of the
two-edged sword should never be partial. |
have known something of your paper, and the
" bitterness ” of which you speak, by reading
the R.-P. Journals sent me by Dr. Child.
Yes, dear, | have known, by bitter experience,
the cruelty, the pure cussedness of one, claim-
ing to be a "pure Spiritualist™” ; but as | have

no axe to grind, and am fortunately out of the j

reach of this scavenger, | am silent.

I am sometimes reminded of a Cornishman,
whose wife took pleasure in beating him. When
asked how he could endure her lashes, he re-
plied, “ Oh, let her be, it amuses she and don’t
hurt /.” 1 would not roba man of the food
he craves, even if it happens to be carrion.
Did you ever see a soul too poor, and mean,
I have.
But is it not a pity that those who claim kin-

ship with the angels, who profess a loving rev-
erence for Spiritualism, should smite and
blacken a single child of the good Father?
Joaquin Miller has a finesermon in song upon
this same question.

I am told that he wrote
t soon after seeing himself traduced in the
I wish you would copy it. Here

Is it worth while to jostle a brother —
Bearlr']g]hls load on the rough road of life ?

Is it worth while that we jeer” at each other

In blackness of heart>—that we war to the knife ?
God pity us all inour pitiful strife.

God pity us all, weljostle each other;
God pardon us all for the triumph we feel
When a fellow goes down 'neath his load on the
r
Pierced to the heart; words are keener than steel,
And mightier for woe or weal.

Were it not well in this brief little journey

Onoverthe isthmus, down into the tide,
We give him a fish instead of a serpent,
Ere folding the hands to be and abide
Forever and aye in dust at his side |

Look at the roses saluting each other; X
Look at the herds all in peace on the plain ;
Man and man only makes war on his brother.
And laughs in his heart at his peril and pain ;
Shamed by the beasts that go down on the plain.

Is it worth while that we battle to humble
Some poor fellow soldier down into the dust?
God plt?/ us all! Time oft soon will tumble
All of us together, like leaves in a gust,
Humbled “indeed, down into the dust.

| trust The Spiritualist at Work will

fetch the kingdom of righteousness, wherein
dwelleth peace, close to our gates.
work for the paper? Yes, as | have opportu-
nity. Mrs. Stevens has been here, and is to
return.
angels.

Will |

She is one of the apostles of good
She works well for the Work.

What calls me into this city of hills? Wm.
enton would say | am gambling in mining
All women here are stock-dealers, of
Yet other work
I am
ad to say that the Spiritual worker is fully

appreciated and well compensated in these
mining towns.

Thereisno society here, no concert of action.
he speaker hires his hall, posts his bills, pays
I have

So my future address will

Hoping and expecting that the good spirits

will bless and protect you, | remain as ever,

Your friend, 1. F. M. Brown.

Little Children— | think them the poe-

try of the world—the fresh flowers of our hearth
and home; little conjurers with their “ natural
magic,” evokin
and enriches all ranks, and equalizes the di
ent classes of society. Often as they bring
with them anxieties and cares, and live to oc-
casion sorrow and grief, we should geton very
hardly without them. Only think—if there
was never anything anywhere to be seen but
great grown-up men and women !
shoul
ery
ted prophet, the harbinger and herald of good
tidings, whose office it is “ to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children,” and to draw
“the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.”
A child softens and purifies the heart, warm-
ing and melting it by its gentle presence; it
enriches the soul by new feelings, and awakens

by their spells what deli%hts
er-

How we
long for the sight of a little child | Ev-
infant comes into the world like a delega-

ithin it what is favorable to virtue. It is a
eam of light, a fountain of love, a teacher of
ssons few can resist.  Infants recall us from

much that engenders and encourages selfish-
ness, that freezes the affections, roughens the
manners, endurates the heart; they brighten
the home, deepen love, invigorate exertion, in-
fuse courage, and vivify an
ties of life,—Rev. T, Binney.

sustain the chari-

IA MOTHER’S EVENING THOUGHTS.

| Sprinmel e e

w i )
| V\Hﬁe | tit anc{1 v_vat(ﬁ] the moonbeams
i Slowly fading in the West.

Each akits U imprintj
B0 iy foverad chesk and Brow.
‘ Sa\)/\llrewg arewell, ti they leave me,

mutt visit others now.
|

1 am thinking of you—ehildren,
And your future path of life,

Ve s i

Who of rT¥ou will fill the measure
other's_trusting heart |

Who for gold will tell thel

Who in” deserts lose their chart ?

I am thinkin qu]/ou—chlldren,
At the ttars light up the tky ;

Thinking that I hear you asking
Shall we see her by ‘and by ?

Yet. dear children, we thall meet there,
All shall meet around God's throne,
If in spirit we are like children,
We thall meet no more to roam.

Lon* Rock. E E

The Faithful Wife—What can be truer
or more beautiful than this tribute to women !
It is from the pen of Daniel Webster: “ May
it please your honors, there is nothing upon
this earth that can compare to the faithful at-
tachment of a wife; no creature who, for the
object of her love is indomitable, so persever-
ing, so ready to suffer and die. Under the
most depressing circumstances, woman's weak-
ness becomes mighty power, her timidity be-
comes fearless courage, her shrinking passes
away, and her spirit acquires the firmness of
marble—adamantine firmness—when circum-
stances drive her to put forth all her energies
under the inspiration of her affection.”

The daily habits of every boy and girl are
materials with which they are building up their
characters, and every repetition strengthens
them for good or for evil. Justice, benevolence,
honor, integrity, and self-control are no ephem-
eral blossoms that a day’s sunshine \:an call
into being and a night’s frost can wither and
kill. They grow slowly and develop gradu-
ally, but once rooted firmly in the heart and
trained by constant exercise, they will prove
sturdy, healthful, long-lived plants, that will
bear ych and abundant fruit. It is not enough
to teach ; we must also train. It is not enough
to tell achild what is right; we must accustom
him to love its atmosphere. So with self-cul-
ture. 1f we would become nobler and more
virtuous, we must habituate ourselves to, the
constant exercise of pure thoughts, generous
affections, noble and disinterested deeds.—
lllinoisian.

An _ascendency is gained over the human
conscience by impressing on the infant mind
sentiments which cannot be understood, but
which cannot be resisted.—Investigator,

Remembered— There is nothing innocent
or good that dies, and is forgotten. An infant,
a prattling child, dying in its cradle, will live
?gaig_in the better thoughts of those who
oved it.

Life is what we make it. Let us call back
images of joy and gladness, rather than those
of grief and'care. The latter may sometimes
be our guests to sup and dine, but let them
never be permitted to lodge with us.

Light exerts a chemical action which tends
to purify the air we breathe, and to infuse
strength into our own frames. Dark rooms
are unfit for the dwellings of human beings.

Poisonous snake bites have been successfully
treated with ammonia in Australia. The am-
monia is injected into the veins of the arm or
the leg, according to the location of the bite.
In one instance the injection was repeated ten
times, and a drachm and a half of ammonia
used; the patient was cured so that he was
able to walk home within two hours after his
arrival at the surgery. Professor Halford, of
Melbourne, advises persons living far away
from surgeons to practice the operation on a
dog, so that when necessary they may be able
to perform it successfully upon human beings.
The Australian JMedical Journal says that,
out of fourteen cases treated by this method,
only one death has taken place.

A lady writing home to England from a set-
tlement on the Lower Clarence river, in New
South Wales, says: “You know the peculiar
odor anything linen acquires when hela before
the fire long enough toslightly scorch it. Well,
the sun here will give that smell to a handker-
chief carried in your hand for a few hundred
yards. A few days ago (in December, the Aus-
tralian summer time), | went down to the wharf
to meet the steamer that brings the newspaper.
It is about four minutes’ walk from the house,
and being without gloves, | wrapped my hands
in my handkerchief; and on taking it up some
time“afterward, I noticed that peculiar singed
smell.”

. The coffee plant, now so extensively cultiva-
ted in Southern India, was introduced there by
a poor Mussulman pilgrim named Bababoodcn.
Nearly two centuries ago he returned from
Mecca, bringing a few Berries in his wallet.
He made his dwelling among the hills of My-
sore, and planted the berries near his tent.
From them have been derived the immense
coffee plantations of India.

Destruction op Flowers by Birds—
Concerning this matter, Mr. Charles Darwia
makes the following interesting staterment:
“ For above twenty years | have observed, evl
cry spring, in n%shrubbenes and the reigh-
boring woods, that a large number of the
flowers of the primrose are cut off and lie
strewn on the ground close around the plants.
So it is sometimes with the flowers of the cow-
slip and polyanthus, when th?/ are borne on
short stalks. T'his year the devastation has
been greater than ever, and in a little
not far from my house many hundred flowers
have been destroyed, and Some clumps have

jbeen completely denuded. For reasons pres—

ently to be given, | have no doubt that this is
done by birds. The object of the birds in thus
cutting off the flowers long perplexed me. As
we have little water hereabouts, | at one tinme,
thought it was done in order to squeeze the
juice out of the stalks ; but | since observed
that they are as frequently cut during \ery
rainy as during dry weather. One of my sons
then suggested that the object was to get the
nectar of the flowers; and” 1 have no doubt
that this is the right explanation. The part
which is cut off contains within the narrow
tube of the corolla the nectar, and the press-
ure of the bird's beak would force this out a
both the cut-off ends.

“1 have never heard of any bird in Europe
feeding on nectar, though there are many that
do so In the tropical parts of the New and Old
Worlds, and which are believed to aid in the
cross-fertilization of the species. In such a
case both the bird and the plant would profit.
But with the primrose it Is an unmitigated
evil, and might well lead to its extermination,
for in the wood above alluded to, many hun-
dred flowers have been destroyed this season,
and cannot produce a single seed. If the habit
of cutting off the flowers should prove, as it
seems probable, to be general, we must look
at it as inherited or instinctive ; for it is un-
likely thatjeach bird should have discovered
during its individual life-time, the exact spot
where the nectar lies concealed within the tube
of the corolla, and should have learned to bite
off the flowers so skillfully that a minute por-
tion of the calyx is always left attached to the
footstalk.” —Fireside Friend.

Remarkable Ducks—A writer in Land
and Water gives some curious instances of the
sensibility of ducks to colors and musical
sounds. He once had in his garden a border
of China asters of the most brilliant colors.
The ducks would congregate round these and
lie there for hours. They never pecked at
them as if they found snails or slugs among
them. They aﬁpeared simply gazing at them,
as if attracted by the gay colors. Another time
he had a large clump of very brilliant violet
flowers, which, by their brightness, shone tout
from the rest of the border. This clump was
like a magnet to the ducks; some of them

Iwere always around it. One evening the wri-
ter had a paréy of friends. It was summer
time, and the doors of the sitting-room were
open to the lawn. One of the company com-
menced playing on the piano. No sooner was
there a pause in the music than two ducks,
which had by some means got into the room,
rose from under a chair and waddled all over
the apartment, quacking loudly. On the music
commencing, the ducks crouched down, per-
fectly silent while it continued. The experi-
ment was made several times with the same
result. That it was not surprise or fear which
induced this behavior was afterwards proved,
for on subsequent occasions the same ducks
would, upon hearing the piano, leave the field
and come into the room to listen.

Dr. McCormac, of London, advances the
theory that consumption or tubercular disease
is caused solely by breathing air that has alrea-
dy been breathed. Vienna is a healthier city
than St. Petersburg, because in the latter city
close stores are in universal use, and fresh air
is carefully excluded from rooms. Eating the
flesh of tuberculous creatures will not produce
tubercle in healthy animals to whom it is fed.
Fats counteract the tendency to consumption.
Observation shows that persons who in early
life show a taste for fat meat seldom fall vic-
tims to this disease ; and idee versa, that con-
sumptives have early shown a repugnance to
such food. It issuggested that if the appetite
for it is wanting, it should, if possible, be cre-
ated by tonics and abundant exercise in the
open air.

One of the most remarkable operations re-
ported in modern surgery is the complete re-
moval of the larynx by Prof. Billroth, in Vienna.
Tracheotomy was first performed, to accustom
the patient to the use 01 the canula, after which
the larynx was dissected away from the sur-
rounding parts. For a fortnight, liquid food
was administered by an oesophagenn tube, but
the wound at last healed entirely. The patient’s
voice sunk to an indistinct whisper, but this
was partially corrected by the introduction of
a metallic larynx, attached to the upper sur-
face of the tracheotomy tube. This artificial
larynx was provided with vibratory reeds.

EVERGREEN COTTAGE,

Three' miles soulh of Lombard, Home of Miloaand
Isa Wilson Porter, who will now give notice of Circles
for Spiritual Phenomena of various Phases through
Isa, which they will hold Tuesday ofenchweek ftill
further notice.” Friends from# distance wishing to
make special arrangements for Sittings, can do so b
addressing, Milo Porter, Lombard, DuPage Co., IIf.

Earnest seekers for truth, avail yourselves of this
opportunity to investigate; and especially do we call
your attention to Isa's Spiritual power of singing and
speaking in different languages, and trust that those
who can test this power will do so ;as truth is what
we are all seeking for.



