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ptHARGE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

Half-a-

crown for the first fifty words or portion of fifty woids, and
sixpence for every ten words in addition Ten initial letters or
figures count as one word. Displayed Advertisement a Five
Shillings per inch. Reduced terms for extended periods.
“The Spiritualist” Is a very good medium for advertisements,
because it circulates largely among those whom advertisers desire to
reach, and an advertisement is not lost to view amid a mass of
others. Moreover, the paper is not usually tom up when read, but
preserved for binding.
All communications for tire Advertising Department of this
newspaper, to be addressed to Mr. Harrison. 38, Great linssell-street
London: and orders intended for the Friday’s issue should reach the
office not later than by the? first post on the previous Wednesday
morning. All communications for the Literary Department should
be addressed to the Editor.
No notice is taken of orders received for papers unaccompanied by
a remittance. “ The Spiritualist’’ will be posted for one year, post
free, to any address within the United Kingdom oil receipt of the
annual subscription of 10s lOd.
City Publishing Office, J! W. Allen’s, 11, Ave Maria-lane. London,
C.
E.

ANNALT DELLO SPIRTTISMO IN ITALIA.

—Rivista Psicologica di Niceford Filalete. Published
on the 15th of every month, at Turin, Tip. Baglione, via
Bogino, No. 23.
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38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, W.C.,
Entrance in Woburn Street.

ESTABLISHED 1S70.
In affiance with the British National Association of Spiritualists.

President
HENRY D. JENCKEN, ESQ., M.R.I.
B arrlster-at-Law, Member of Oonucil and HonorarySecrotary
of the Association for tbe Reform and Codification of
the Law of Nations.)
Council
Mr. Jonathan Tozeland,
Mrs. C. Ada Blyton,
Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen,
Mr. Thomas Blyton,
Mr. Thomas Wilks,
Mrs.Amelia Comer,
Mrs. M. Theresa Wood,
Mr. Alfred E. Lovell,
Mr. John Rouse.
Honorary Seco'etary anti Treasurer :—Mu. Thomas Blyton.
Rooms:—74, NaVARINO-ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E.
Extracts from Prospectus.
The objects of this Association are to collect well-authenticated
facts affecting Spiritualism • to offer facilities to investigators ; and,
by various means, to indue
*
inquiry into Spiritualism.
Ordinary experimental seances are held weekly, on Thursday
evenings, at 7.45 p.m. to which Members are admitted, as well
as members of similar Associations which reciprocate similar
privilege. Strangers can |oily be admitted to the ordinary stance
held on the first Thursday evening in each month, on introduction
by a Member
*.
The last Thursday evening in each month is devoted
to special seances with professional media, lectures, discussions,
reading of papers, or narration of experiences of investigators ; to
which strangers are admitted under the same regulations as are
enforced on the first Thursday evening in each month. Tickets for
such ordinary meetings as may he of general interest, in connection
with the “ Brixton Psychological Society,” are also placed at the
disposal of Members of the Association by that Society in reciprocity
of the privilege granted by the Association to similar organisations.
In addition to the weekly meetings and seances, Members of the
Association have the privilege of attending, the public seances ot
several /well-known professional mediums on payment of reduced
fees, particulars of which can be ascertained on application to the
Honorary Secretary: and, also, of utilising the well-stocked Library,
comprism# numerous standard works on Spiritualism and kindred
subjects. AlUtlie English Spiritualist newspapers and magazines ar
regularly supplied to the rooms for the perusal of Members.
The alliance existing between this association and the “ British
National Association of Spiritualists ” will greatly assist the mem
bers in their inquiries, as amongst the objects for which that
Association was established in 1873 are the following., viz. :
2 ■ To aid students and inquirers in their researches into certain
phenomena, known as Spiritual or Psychic: to assist in giving
publicity to the results of such researches: to afford information to
inquirers into these subjects, by correspondence and otherwise : and
to collect statistical faets respecting Spiritualism.”
All oommunioattons to be addressed to the Honorary Secretary,
at the Rooms of the Association, 74, Navarino-road, Dalston, E. A
stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed in aH letters re
quiring replies. Copies of the prospectus, rules, circle regulations,
direotloes ‘‘liow to form spirit circles,” and catalogue of books ill
the.library, with any further information, can be obtained on appli
cation.
Subscription for Ordinary Membership:—Annual, 10s.; halfyearly, 5s. ; quarterly 3s, All subscriptions payable in advance.
The quarterly payments are due on the last day in the months
of March, Juno, September, and December respectively.
Life Membership .•—Persons approving of the purposes of
the Association, and desirous of aidiug the same, can become
life members on payment of a minimum donation of £2 2s.

RP RE ALPHA ; OR, TRE EiRST PRINCIPLE

I
OF TRE HOMAN MIND; A Revelation, but no Mystery,
with Spiritual Advent and Steel Portrait of the Author
N. Dennys. “ We can call to mind few books fit to be its
EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’etudes psycho- E.
fellows.”—Athennmm. “It contains more truth, poetry,
logiques, fonde par Allan Kardoc, appears on the 1st
philosophy, and logic, than any work we have over read;
of every month. Price, 1 frane. Published by the Societyit is a new revelation, and one of the most remarkable produc
Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille. Paris. Post Office orders payable
tions ever given to the world.”— Cosmopolitan.
to M. Leymarie.
Also just published, with a beautiful Engraviug of the Author
470 pages, on toned paper, handsomely bound, price 3s. Gd.
ARIS.—Parisian readers of The Spiritualist
may obtain it of Mme. Ve. Denax, Titulaire du Kiosque,
rpHE RELIGION OF LIFE, AS EXEH24G, Boulevard des Capucines, Paris.
1 PLIFIED BY TRE MAN JESUS CHRIST, a Series of
Lectures, by the author of “Alpha.” A synopsis of the topics
IRKBECK BANK.— Established 1851.— may be obtained free on application.
CONTENTS:—What is Evil? Charity; Poverty—its Evils
29 & 30, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane, W.C.
and its Mission; The Diviuity that Dwells in Man; The Church
DEPOSITS received at INTEREST for stated periods or re
of the Future; “ Stand up! I myself also am a Msn;" The
payable on demand. On Current Accounts, Interest allowed
Path of Righteousness; Trust in God; Self-Trust; What is
on the minimum monthly balances. Cheque Books supplied,
Christianity? Thy Kingdom Come! What is Man ? Tbe “ one
and Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued.
tiling” desired by the Psalmist; Pure Religion; Philosophy;
The Bank undertakes the custody of Securities of Customers,
The Childhood of Jesus; Religious Liberty; Election and
and the Collection of Bills of Exchange, Dividends and
Grace; Time; Sin; Law the Regenerator; The Last Judg
Coupons. Stocks and Shares purchased and sold, and
ment ; God is not Mocked; The Unchristian Character of
advances made thereon.
Riches ; Peace; Religion Consists in Action; The Millennium,
Office Hours from 10 till 4, excepting Saturdays,. then from
and how to obtain it.
10 to 2. On Mondays the Bank is open until 9 in the Evening,
A Pamphlet with full particulars, may be had on application.
The work is also published in nine parts, eight at 4d. each
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.
and one at Gd., done up in neat wrappers.
‘ -THE UNCHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF RICHES” and
Reduced to Half-price!
“RELIGION CONSISTS IN ACTION” aro also published
separately
at Id. each.
gBERMONS by T. L. HARRIS. London Series.
*** The cordial aid of the friends of education, intellectual
progress, and religious liberty is earnestly solicited to make
Containing—I.—Modern Spiritualism.
these works as widely known as possible. Tbey contain the
II.—Heart Wants of London.
most important of all knowledge, by a deep and original
IIL—Cbrist Incarnate.
thinker, and will be supplied at cost price for extensive circu
IV.—Liberty and Progress.
lation. They have been brought out in a variety of forma to
In limp cloth binding, Gd ; free by post, 7d.
suit the means of all classes of readers.
John Thomson, 39, Johu-stroet, Glasgow, and Mrs. Connor,
15, Fairclough-lane, Liverpool.
Published by E, W. Allen, Aye Maria-lane, London, E.C.
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Devil and Ghost Worship iu Western India. By M. J.
Walhouse, F.E.A.S..................................................................... 241
The Psychological Society of Great Britain:—Clairvoyant
Revelations—Lord Clarendon’s Account of the Appari
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Annual Meeting of the Natioual Association of Spirit
ualists:—The Aunual Report—Annual Conference—Dis
cussion Meetings—Seances—Prize Essays—Alliance of
Kindred Societies—Election of New Members of Coun
cil—Miscellaneous Businees................................................... 250
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the Provinces ......................................................................... 251
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THE READING ROOM AND LIBRARY
Are open to members and inquirers from 10.30 a.m., to
9 p.m. Newspapers and periodicals relating to Spiritualism
from all parts of tbe world, as well as other high class journals,
are regularly taken in.
The library contains a large collection of the best works on
Spiritualism and occult subjects, including some very rare and
valuable ones; also various works on historical, speculative,
and scientific subjects, by the best authors. A Lending
Library bas also been formed.
.
Terms: One Guinea a year includes membership, use of
reading room and library, and two books from the lending
library; and entitles all other members of the same family
residing in the same house, and who are also members of the
Association, to share in the above privileges. Half- a-Guinea
a year iucludes membership, and one book from tbe lending
library. Five Shillings a quarter entitles non-members to the
use of the reading room and library, but not of the lending
library.
Free seances for inquirers have been instituted through tbe
liberality of some of the members, admission to which may be
obtained through any member, or on application to tho
secretary.
Suitable rooms may be hired on moderate terms for seances,
with cabiuet, &c., and also for committee or other meetings.
Light refreshments arc provided at moderate charges.
Inquirers and foreign Spiritualists visiting Eugland are
cordially invited to visit tlic rooms, and the . secretary will be
happy to afford them any information in her power.
Communications should be addressed to the resident secre
tary, Miss Emily Kisliugbnry, 3S. Great Russell-sticet, W.C.,
and Post-office orders made payable at the Great Russell-street
Post-office.
AST LONDON SPIRITUAL MEETINGS.-..
LECTURES giving information about Spiritualism are
delivered every Thursday evening at 8, p.m., at Mr. Cogman’u
Lecture Rooms, 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile-end. Inspirational
addresses every Sunday evening, at Seven o’clock. Admission
Free. Supported by voluntary contributions.

LIBEP TY HALL, 19, Church-street, Isling

V
ton. Weekly Seances. &c.. Sundays, Healing, at 11 a m. 5
Service at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Seance at 8p.m.; Is. Friday, Seance al
8 p.m.; non-subscribers, Is. Saturday, Development Class at
8 p.m.; subscribers only._________________________________

S'

St. MATTHEW’S, SPRING GARDENS
(near Cbari^g'cross statiou). On the Sundays after
Easter a COURSE OF SERMONS will be preached by ti. e
Rev. Maurice Davies, D.D., on “The Apparitions of Christ
during the Great Forty Days; ” witb special refercnco to their
bearing on the future that awaits us. Subjects—
1. April 23rd.—Tbe Apparitions to the Women, The Nature
of the Resurrection-Body. Woman's Faith and Love.
2. April 30th.—On tho Emmaus Road. Man's Despondency.
Tho Change in the Risen Body.
3. May 7th.—To the Ten. The Message of Peace to a Broken
Circle.
4. May 14th.—To the Eleven. The Doubter convinced. The
Believer blessed.
5, May 21st.—On the Sacred Beach. Links with the Past.
Loving Provisions for the Futuro.
G. May 2Stli.—On the Mount of Ascension. Last Farewells
Service commences at a quarter-past Eleven.
S. Flood Jones, M.A.. Incumbent.

SPECIAL

SEANVES

FOR

INVBS-

GATORS. A series of seances are to be held on the
Tuesday afternoons of every week uulil further notice at the
residence of Mrs. Woodforde, 90, Great Russell-street. Usual
phenomena. Movement of objf eta in tbe light. Medium, Mr.
Arthur Coleman, who has kindly offered his services for this
especial purpose. Seances will begin at 3 p.m., punctually.
Fee, 5s._____ __ __________________________ _

BIRMINGHAM.—On Whit-Monday a PIC

NIC of Spiritualists and their friends will be held at
the Lickey Hills. Departure from Granville-street Station at
9 a.m. Tickets, including fare and tea. Is. 9d., adult; and
children, Is. Dinner to be taken by individuals separately.
—R. HARPER.

CARDIFF.—FREE LIBRARY of

Scientific

and Spiritual Literature, 157, Bute-road, Cardiff, Tbia
Library is opened Free by G. Sadler, Spiritualist, for the loan
of books, and having placed for this purpose the whole of liio
private library, consisting of 100 books and pamphlets to
commence with, he would thank friends to assist him by the
gift or loan of books, assuring them that such are needed’iD
Cardiff, where the population is nearly SO,000, and very litllo
is known of the great truths of Spiritualism. Address, G.
Sadler, 157, Bute-road, Cardiff.
_______________________

ARTHUR MALTBY,
TAIL OB, HAT TEE, & GENERAL OUTFITTER,
8, HANOVBB PLACE, BE GENT'S PABK.
ESTABLISHED, 1883.

Eas a very large stock of New Spring Goods, including
‘/ats, shirts, and umbrellas.
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LONDON, FRIDAY, MAY 26th,
DEVIL AND GHOST WORSHIP IN WESTERN INDIA
*
BY M. J. W A L II O U S E,

F. R. A. S.

In Two Parts.—Pari I.

Although the lower castes and classes in India acknow
ledge and reverence the Brahminical gods, their familiar
household cultus is much more especially addressed to in
ferior supernatural beings analogous to the evil spirits, devils,
ghosts, and goblins of European superstition. According to
Hindu doctrine there are ten classes of such beings, the first
seven of which are demons, created aboriginally with the
world, or by acts of the higher gods, on whom they wait as
attendants or servants, receiving some share of their worship,
and avenging any omission or neglect of ceremonies due.
Though not invariably, they are for the most part evillydisposed towards human kind, especially the female powers
amongst them, which are many. But the last three classes,
of whom more particularly it is now intended to speak, are
of exclusively human origin, being malignant, discontented
beings, wandering in an intermediate state between heaven
and hell, intent upon mischief and annoyance to mortals ;
chiefly by means of possession and wicked inspiration, every
aspect of which ancient ideas, as well as of the old
doctrine of transmigration, they exemplify and illustrate.
They are known by the names of'Bhuta,^ Preta, and Pisacha;
the first name being ordinarily applied to all three, and even
vulgarly to the seven superior classes. These beings, always
evil, originate from the souls of those who have died un
timely or violent deaths, or been deformed, idiotic, or insane;
afflicted with fits or unusual ailments; or drunken, dissolute,
or wicked during life. The precise distinction between the
three classes is that the Preta is a ghost of a child
dying in infancy, or of one born deformed, imperfect or
monstrous; events attributed to neglect in performing cer
tain ceremonies prescribed during the ten days when,
according to popular notions, the limbs of the embryo are
forming in the womb : such a ghost becomes a misshapen,
distorted goblin. The Pisacha, on the other hand, is de
rived rather from mental characteristics, and is the ghost
of madmen, habitual drunkards, the treacherous and violenttempered, as though realising the idea that the evils that
men do live after them in the guise of malicious spirits.
Bliutas, however, emanate from those who • die in any
unusual way, by violence, accident, suicide, or sentence of
law; or who have been robbers, notorious evil-doers, or
dreaded for cruelty and violence. The death of any wellknown bad character is a source of terror to all his neigh
bourhood, as he is sure to become a Bhuta or demon, as
powerful and malignant as he was in life. Some of the
Bhutas now most dreaded were celebrated personages of old
days. All such persons on death arc liable to become
Bhutas, and attach themselves to any beings of the higher
classes whom they first meet on entering the spirit-world,
and derive from them power and assistance in tormenting
and afflicting men and animals. As an example of how
forcibly this idea possesses the popular mind, 1 will read an
extract from a recent Indian newspaper:—“ We learn from
a correspondent at Cochin that, a couple of days before the
Christmas holidays, a Nair of Chenganoor, in cold blood,
murdered his paramour on suspicion of her infidelity. The
noteworthy and strange feature of the case is, that when he
was taken up and arraigned before the Sessions Court, he
pleaded 1 guilty ’ to the charge, but earnestly implored that
the extreme penalty of the law, which he admitted lie fully
deserved, might be carried out, not at the usual place of
* A papor road bofero the Anthropologioal Institute of Groat Britain,
t B/iutas.—“ Malignant spirits, goblins, or ghosts, haunting oomotorios,
lurking in trees, animating dead bodies, and deluding aud devouring human
beings.”—Thompson.
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j| execution, but at the scene of his crime, in order that he
Ii might, according to liis theory of the transmigration of the
soul, assume the form and life of a 1 demon,’ and thereby
i have full scope for revenging himself on the man and his
i associates who were the cause of leading his unfortunate
| victim astray.” It is also held that by certain ceremonies
and expiation this form of existence can be dissolved, and
; the unquiet spirits remitted to regions of reward or punish> ment, according to their deserts on earth.
>
In their haunts and modes of appearance, Bhutas repeat the
J popular beliefs of many countries. They wander borne upon
> the air, especially in uninhabited, dry, and desert places;
, and tall trees are a favourite abode. The third watch of the
[ i night, or from twelve to three o’clock, is the time when they
> | wander abroad most freely, and belated travellers sometimes
[ i meet them then in the shape of dark shadows. As the
; | ancient Jews would speak to none whom they met after
' | midnight, for fear they might be addressing a devil, so
i j Hindu villagers will speak to no one they may meet at that
1 j time, lest he should be a Bhut, nor, indeed, willingly then
1 stir out of their houses. The eddies of wind that career over
> plains in the hot weather, whirling up leaves and columns
! of dust, and flickering lights seen gliding over marshes, are
\ regarded as Bhuts passing by. Objects seen indistinctly
moving in the dusk or mists, are attributed to them, and so,
indeed, are all visions
i

i

'|
•
j
J
;
j
j

!
i

Of calling shapes and beckoning shadows dire,
And airy tongues that syllablo men’s names
On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses.

The Gools of Arabian superstition closely resemble
Bhutas, assuming monstrous shapes of men or animals, fre
quenting desert places and burial grounds, and feeding on
carcases.
The before-mentioned classes are believed more particu
larly to afflict human beings by entering into and possessing
them. Gaping or drawing deep breaths is supposed to give
them opportunities for this, and no Brahman ever gapes
without snapping his fingers before his mouth, as a charm
to prevent an evil spirit entering. After gaining an
entrance they scat themselves in the lower part of the
abdomen, and feed upon all the unclean excreta. Whilst so
dwelling they are held, by interrupting digestion and circulation of the humours, to cause fits, paralytic strokes, temporary aberrations, outbreaks of madness, cramps, and
rheumatic pains. All this closely tallies with the beliefs
regarding possession current amongst the Jews and early
Christians ; the former in particular believing that unclean
spirits, by reason of their tenuity, were inhaled and
insinuated themselves into the human body, injuring health
through the viscera, and forcing the patients to fulfil tlicir
evil desires. The grosser parts of the body and all unclean
places were tlicir especial abodes. Besides diseases and
bodily afflictions, the evil influence of Bhutas is believed to
occasion family discord, hatred between brothers, ill-temper
and gloominess, the death of children during the life of
parents, the non-survival of births, barrenness in women,
atheism, and neglect of religious ceremonies. Although,
properly speaking, they are not held to have power over
human life, the villagers and common people believe they
have, and outbreaks of disease, sudden deaths, and wasting
away are always ascribed to their malignant power. Cattle
diseases of every kind are invariably attributed to them, as
in Scotland and Ireland to elf-bolts, as colts and flint arrow
heads were called, and popularly supposed to be missiles
formed and discharged by malicious fairies : an imagination
commemorated by Collins in his Ode on Highland Super
stitions :
Thore every herd by sad experience knows
How, wing’d by fate, the elfshot arrows fly.
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It may be readily conceived that superstitions like these,
entering into every part of daily life, would exercise a much
deeper influence over a sequestered, ignorant, rural popula
tion, than the loftier, more abstract Aryan conceptions ; and
they arc also distinctly Turanian, to which race the great
underlying stratum of the population of India appears to
have belonged, and over which the subsequent Aryan
invasion spread itself, each in the course of ages influencing
the other, characteristics of the one cropping up, and of the
other filtering down. All demonologies and ghost-systems
belong to the Turanian races, and arc antagonistic to the
Aryan genius and feelings, though, after ages of intercourse
and blending, some of the superstitions of the lower race
may have crept into the intellect of the higher.
*
In proceeding now to give some account of the ceremonies
and worship paid to the Bhutas, I shall confine myself prin
cipally to those current in Canara, on the western coast of
India. The same cultus, with some variations, obtains, how
ever, all over India and Eastern and Northern Asia; the
Bhuta belief being found everywhere under different names
and forms.
The edifices and observances connected with Bhuta wor
ship are both domestic and public. In villages, and very
generally in towns, there is in every house a wooden cot or
cradle, placed on the ground, or suspended by ropes or chains,
and dedicated to the Bhuta of the spot. On these are placed
a bell, a knife, or sword, and a pot filled with water, all
which are collectively called the Bhandara of the Bhuta, and
kept either in a part of the house itself, or in a small separate
building. The idea seems to be of placating the spirit that
haunts the spot by making a sort of abode for it, much in
the same way as the cream-bowl was nightly set for the
“ drudging goblin,” or brownie, in England. On the last
day of every lunar month flowers are laid on the cot, and
perfume burnt before it; and once a year, towards the end
of April, a ceremony called Tambila is performed. First, a
fire is lit on the spot where the cot and paraphernalia stand,
to make it “shoodha,” i.e., clean ; then fried rice, mixed
with coarse sugar and grated cocoanut kernel, is heaped on
two plantain leaves, which are placed on the cot, together
with some young cocoanuts, pierced ready to drink from. A
ball is then formed of boiled rice, coloured yellow with
turmeric, and laid on apiece of plain tain leaf on a small
stool, which is placed before the cot, and a lighted torch
stuck on it. A fowl is held above the rice-ball and torch,
its throat cut, and the blood let drop upon the ball; some
perfume is burnt, and the ceremony ends. The cocoanuts
placed on the cot are then taken and dashed on the ground,
or cloven in half. If the pieces fall with the kernel upward,
it signifies the Bhuta is pleased with the offering ; if with
the kernel downward, the reverse. Should a member of the
family be stricken with any unusual attack, such as apoplexy,
paralysis, cholera, &c., or should disease break out amongst
the cattle, it is at once ascribed to the anger of the Bhut,
and a propitiatory sacrifice is offered. A fowl is turned three
times round before tlie patient’s face, its neck then twisted,
and the blood let fall upon him, and some rubbed on his
forehead and joints, the meaning being to offer life for life—
the fowl in lieu of the man. Powdered sandal-wood is then
sprinkled over the Bhuta’s cot, and water from the pot kept
there dashed upon the sick man’s forehead and eyes. The
family priest is then consulted, who, after much grave medi
tation, usually recommends alms to be given to himself to
satisfy the hostile stars, with a promise to perform a special
ceremony to the Bhuta, and give a banquet to all the patient’s
castemen should he recover. Medicine is not neglected, but,
in event of recovery, the credit is ascribed to the influence of
the Bhuta.
The general buildings dedicated to these demons are called
Bhutastans, and when dedicated to one of the superior, or
very popular Bhutas, sometimes of considerable size; but
far more commonly a small plain structure, four or five yards
deep, by two or three wide, with a door at one end, covered
by a portico supported on two pillars, with a thatched roof,
and windowless. In front of it there are usually three or
* A trace of this is, perhaps, seen in the Laws of Mann, where (xii. 71-2)
it is declared that a Kshatrya who neglects his duties will, at the after-birth,
be changed into a demon that feeds on ordure and carrion ; and a Suili’a into
an evil being, that eats rotten carcases—that is, into Bhutas,
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four T-shaped pillars, the use of which is not clear. They
are said to denote that the building is a Bhutastan, and
flowers are placed, an 1 cocoanuts broken on them at cere
monies. It may be worth noticing that pillars of exactly
the same shape are found accompanying the mysterious
Balearic Talyots, the purpose of which has hitherto baffled
antiquaries. Inside the Bhutastan there is usually a number
of images roughly made in brass in human shape, or re
sembling animals, such as pigs,
*
tigers, fowls, &c. These
are brought out and worshipped as symbols of the Bhutas
on various ceremonial occasions. The Bhutas themselves
are usually represented by mere rough stones. Some of the
brass figures are now on the table, and the difference between
the Turanian and Aryan mind will appear on comparing
these rude village idols with images of the Brahmanical
gods. Brass basins, bells, a peculiarly-shaped sword, and
some other articles used at ablutions are also kept within.
These rustic fanes are thickly scattered over the face of the
country in very various situations—under a green tree, on
hill-sides, down in hollows, in jungles, on plains, by road
sides, in villages, amid rice-ficlds, but always on a small
plot of waste ground, which is kept uncultivated, like the
“guid-man’s croft” in Scotland. A rough drawing of one
of ordinary size and appearance is before the Society.
Once a year a festival called Kolla is held at the village
Bhutastan, in honour of the local Bhuta, at which all the
villagers attend. There is no fixed time for this, but the village
priest, after consulting with the principal inhabitants, deter
mines an auspicious day. This being settled, a tall pole is
fixed upright in the ground before the Bhutastan, and a flag,
that is always kept within, hoisted upon it. The Bhut’s
Bhandara, or paraphernalia, and the images, &c., are brought
out and cleaned, and a large fire kindled to purify the spot.
The festival always takes place at night, and about nine
o’clock all the villagers assemble in their best attire, the
women wearing all their ornaments, and their heads, as well
as often the men’s, thickly garlanded with flowers. Tom
toms and drums are beaten, and the Pujari, or Priest, takes
the Bhuta-sword and bell in his hands, aud whirls round and
round, imitating the supposed mein and gestures of the
demon. Blit he does not aspire to full possession, which in
aboriginal rites like these, is only given to a representative of
the aboriginal tribes, now the lowest castes. A Dher, one of
the slave caste, at other times regarded with contempt, but now
advanced to the foremost post, comes forward naked, save a
waist-band, and with all his head and body grotesquely and
frightfully besmeared with white, yellow, and red paint.
Over his head, and tied to his back, there is a sort of an
arch, termed Aui, made of green-cocoa-tree leaves, with
their ends radiating out. For some time he paces up and
down, within a ring formed by the crowd, flinging about his
arms, gesticulating wildly, leaping, aud shaking his body
furiously. Meanwhile a dozen or more tom-toms and drums
are beaten incessantly and stunningly, with a continually
increasing din; and the Dher presently breaks into a
maniac dance, capering, bounding, and spinning vehemently
whilst the instruments redouble their noise, the power of the
Bhuta being estimated by the fury and persistence with
which the Dher dances. The multitude around joins in
raising a long, monotonous, howling cry, with a peculiar
vibration. At length the Dher stops, he is full of the
demon, and stands fixed and rigid, with staring eyes.
Presently he speaks, or rather the demon speaks from him,
in loud, hoarse, commanding tones, wholly unlike his own,
or indeed any natural voice. He addresses the head man of
the village first, and then the principal inhabitants in due
order, for any neglect of etiquette on this point by the Bhuta
would infallibly give rise to great resentment. After thus
speaking to the principal villagers and asking whether all
the people are present, the possessed Dher goes on to say that
the Bhuta is pleased with the performance of the ceremony,
and exhorts all the people to behave justly and charitably to
one another. Various disputes and litigated matters, espe
cially when evidence and ordinary means of adjustment fail,
are then brought forward and submitted to the decision of
the Bhuta, and his award, pronounced through the Dher, is
* In the British Museum there are some marble images of swino, sacred to
Persephone, found in the temenos of the temple of Demoter at Onidos, which
may have been offerings, like these Indian ones of brass,
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generally, though not always, submitted to. After this the
demon desires to have food, and the Dher eats fried rice, and
drinks the milk of young cocoa-nuts; or if the demon he
represents be one of low degree, he eats animal food and
drinks arrack. He then distributes areca flowers and pieces
of cocoa-nut to all assembled in due order of precedence, and
the Bhuta passes away from him, he loses his commanding
mien and tones, and relapses into the servile drudge. The
assembly then addresses itself to festivity; there is much
drinking of arrack, the drumming and wild music go on
vehemently, interminable songs are sung, and at the first
dawn the people disperse on all sides to their homes. The
houses and farmsteads composing a village in Canara lie
widely scattered over a surface picturesquely diversified
with hill and hollow; and not unfrequently, when riding
oveT the country before sunrise, as Anglo-Indians do, 1 have
met long files and troops of people returning from these
nightly celebrations. They are a tall and comely race on
that western coast, and looking at the women, with their
many-coloured, classically-adjusted garments and garlanded
heads, I have thought that groups of Bacchantes or Maenads
descending from the valleys of Cithmron, where all night
long the tambour and cymbals had been resounding, and the
torches flaming beneath the pine trees, might not have been
so dissimilar to them, and that had we exact details of tlie
wild Bacchic orgies and rites of the Mighty Mother, manifes
tations might be disclosed not distantly akin to those now
witnessed in the East.
*
It may not even be too bold to con
jecture that a cultus springing from the same general idea,
namely, demons or the dead, speaking through tlie living,
may have existed in German and Gaulish forests or British
valleys in the ages before the Roman invasion; and that much,
looking that way, might have been picked up by any Latin
archaeologist who troubled himself about barbarian folk
lore. Caesar and Tacitus record only the names and rites of
the higher gods, just as the English in India know generally
something of Shiva and Vishnu, and tlie principal Bralimanical deities, but seldom anything of the obscurer divinities
and worship of the common people.
It is indeed striking to survey how ancient and how widely
spread are the ideas and observances already described. In
Tinncvelly, the extreme southern province of tlic Indian
peninsula, tlie popular cultus is devil-worship, essentially the
same as the Bhuta-worship of Canara, and lias been
described minutely by the Rev. R. Caldwell, of tlieTinnevclly
Mission. There the devil-dancer, as the officiating person is
called, grotesquely arrayed and bedizened, dances, with
gradually increasing frenzy, to tlie quickening clamour of
drums and cymbals, whirling and leaping till the afflatus
descends ; then, when under full control of the demon, he is
worshipped as a present deity, and consulted by the bystanders
respecting their diseases, wants, and the welfare of absent
relations. Mr. Caldwell has also pointed out that all such
observances are identical, point for point, with the Shamanitc worship of Siberia, the liill-tribes of South-western
China, and of Northern Asia, as the subjoined passage will
show ;“ When the Shaman, or magician, performs liis
rites, he puts on a garment trimmed with rattles and bells,
he cries horribly, shakes his robe, beats a drum, whilst the
bystanders increase the din by striking on iron kettles.
When the Shaman by his contortions, yells, and whirling,
has succeeded in assuming the appearance of something
preternatural, the assembled multitude are impressed with
tlie belief that the demon has taken possession of him, and
regard him with wonder and dread. When quite exhausted,
lie makes a sign that the spirit has left him, and then imparts
to the people the intimation he has received.” As Mr. Cald
well remarks, such identity of usages is evidence of a common
origin. 1 have witnessed oracular responses given under the
supposed control of a demon, after gesticulatory dances
amongst that peculiar tribe, often mentioned before this
Society, the Todas of the Nilgiri Hills. In Siam spirit
dances are held in a shed built for the purpose, in which
* Circe, whose name is derived from tlic whirling, magic dance, with her
herd of transformed Bhiita-like votaries, may be also cited ; and the Salii, or
leaping priests of early Home. Compare, too, in Arabian story, the striking
picture in Southey’s Thalaba ” (Cant, ix.) of tlio terrible witch Khawla, pos
sessed by Eblis, and uttering inspired warnings after wild gyrations arid a
b'oody sacrifice; a shadow of sneli rites may survive in the spinning Dervishes
to-day.

I

243

offerings are set out fra the demon, who is invited by the
usual wild music to come down to the dance ; but there is
this peculiarity, that there the demon always enters a woman,
which is scarcely ever heard of in India. She herself does
not dance, but bathes and rubs herself with scent, dresses
in a red waistcloth and dark silken jacket, and awaits the
descent of the demon, who is incited to come by redoubled
din of music and chanted incantations. When he comes she
shakes and trembles, and then, assuming the airs and
manners of a great personage, all present worship and pay
her homage. Sometimes the spirit of one of their ancestors,
sometimes a foreign demon, is supposed to have taken pos
session of her body. She answers questions, and gives com
mands and directions in a haughty, imperative tone, and all her
words are humbly listened to,, and afterwards she partakes
of the offerings provided for the demon. An old woman
usually plays the part, and after the influence has left her, she
declares she knows nothing of what took place, or what she
may have said. All these practices are in full force amongst
the Chinese, and are described in the most ancient Chinese
works “by the Emperor Fuhi, probably nearly 3,000 B.o.,”
says the Rev. Mr. Nevius, in his work, “ China and the
Chinese.” “They burn incense, beat a drum to call the
attention of the desired spirit,” writes Padre de Mae, “ and
then by idolatrous methods, one of which is a spasmodic
ecstasy, they get responses from the dead. Had Mr. Bayard
penetrated more fully into the meaning of the wild rites and
dances of the Yezidis, or devil-worshippers, of Kurdistan,
which he describes so vividly in his work, “ Nineveh and its
Remains ” (vol. i. 293), or been admitted further into the
secrets of the cultus, the same belief and manifestations
would probably have been found to be at its root. In New
Zealand the Tohunga, or priests, evoke, after certain wild
ceremonies, the spirits of the dead, who speak through them
in strange, unearthly tones. Nearly the same practices have
lately been described as prevailing among the Greenland
Eskimo. Other instances might be cited of these ideas and
usages in widely-separated nations ; and amongst ourselves
a trace or survival of them may perhaps be discerned in the
unknown tongues of the Irvingites, which were said fre
quently to break forth after violent contortions; amongst
the Shakers and Jumpers, too, of America and England,
rapturous prayers and adjurations are reported to be some
times uttered after violent, prolonged dancing; * and in
Spiritualist circles manifestations are said to be much
assisted by those present joining in hymns and singing.
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.
At the ordinary fortnightly meeting of the Psychological Society,
held on Thursday, last week, at 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square,
London, Mr. Serjeant Cox presided.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. Walter Spencer, C.E., was elected an ordinary member of the
society.
CLAtriVOVAXT bbvelations.
Mr. F. K. Munton, honorary secretary, said that the investigation
committee of the Psychological Society had put advertisements in the
newspapers asking for information which would be of use to it, and
had received a reply from a gentleman dated May 11th last. This cor
respondent said:—
“ Some twenty-five years siuce a young lady who was a friend of my
wife was found (a fortnight after her marriage) with her throat cut in
her own bedroom, and, as she was a most cheerful and amiable young
woman, we were inclined to think she had been murdered. However,
a coroner’s jury sat on the body, and, as no reason could be given, ana
* Tho newspapers contain a report of an extraordinary scone at Exeter re
cently (December, 1875), when “Mother Girling,” the head of the New Eorest
Shakers, gave a lecture at that placo.
“ Mrs. Girling was listened to with some attention at first-, but the audicnco
soon began hissing and chocring. Suddenly one of the eight girls who accom
panied the lectnress rose from hor scat, and began to dance, with eyes closed,
and arms waving to and fro. This demonstration (says tho Western Morning
News'), eaused loud laughter at first-, followed by groans and hisses, which were
redoubled when Mrs. Girling explained that it was tho operation of the Spirit.
Tho dancing girl next commenced singing snatchos of hymns, and one of her
companions fainted for a moment, and then began to dance as well. Great
disorder followed. Appeals wero made to the Shakers to stop tho dancing, to
which they replied they had no power to do so. By this time the number of
dancers had increased, and a rush wasmadc to the platform, which was speedily
occupied. The scone at this timo defies description—three or four girls, with
dishevelled hair, and faces streaming with perspiration, dancing within a circlo
of policemen, and an infuriated mob trying to get at them and their companions,
and hustle them from tho platform. One of the men of the Shaker party, who
had up to this time remainod comparatively cool and collected, suddenly com
menced to jump, and defied tho efforts of throe or four stalwart men to
keep him still.
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there were no tokens of insanity, a verdict offelo de se was brought in.
About twelve months after this happened, some remarkable discoveries
were made by a clairvoyant, and, as one of the gentlemen there who
had profited by these discoveries was a friend of mine, I applied to him
for an introduction to the clairvoyant, and certainly (assuming they
were to be relied on) some awful disclosures were made. When I
went not a single syllable was said by me about the errand on which
I had come, and no one but my wife knew why I went. The place
where the lady had died was fifty miles away, and twelve months had
elapsed since her death, yet, on putting one of her letters into the hand
of the clairvoyant (who could not read), and asking where the
lady who wrote it was at tlie time, she pressed it to her head and im
mediately said, ‘She is a shell’—that meant she was dead. She then
went on to describe the murder as distinctly and with as much detail
as if she had witnessed it—the dress the lady wore, the woman (for she
said it was a woman) who did it, the razor with which it was perpe
trated, and many other particulars. The murder (if a murder at all)
had been committed by a left-handed person, although she was not
left handed, and the razor was in her left hand when she was found,
although it is hard to suppose that if she had done it hers^'lf she would
have retained hold of it in her last agony. But this was not all. As I
said, a verdict of felo de se was returned by the jury, and consequently
she was buried at midnight without any religious rites, but there was
some informality in this verdict which induced the family to appeal
against it and it was set aside. Now all this was described by the clair
voyant—the strange funeral in the dark, the judge and barristers, and
their curious wigs, were accurately described. Ten years after, the
then mayor, who is a friend of mine, and also a great believer in the
extraordinary powers of the clairvoyant, was requested by me to ask
her to his house, but was desired by me not to say a word to her who
wished to see her. She was accordingly brought into his drawing
room, and I was concealed behind a curtain until she was mesmerised.
I i hen came out and put the same letter into her hand, and she told
me the same story, with some modifications, one of which was that the
woman who had committed the murder was dead. It was curious to
observe how the touch of the letter revived her memory of what she
had said ten years before, and she went through all the various matters
she had seemed to sec so vividly, and that she had told me so long
before.”
Mr. C. C. Massey asked whether the writer of the letter stated that
the clairvoyant had described judges and barristers in their wigs.
The Secretary replied, “ Yes.”
Mr. Massey added—“ Then that could not have been at an inquest.”
The Secretary explained that the letter stated that they appealed to
a higher court to set aside the verdict.
lord clarendon’s account op the apparition of sir oeoroe

Villiers.

Mr, George Harris, F.S.A., thou read the following paper :—■
Of the various narratives of apparitions which have been afforded
to us by different persons, and at different periods, there is none more
remarkable than that given by Lord Clarendon in his History of the
*
liebellion
of the ghost of Sir George Villiers, father of the Duke of
Buckingham, whose violent death was predicted, and which happened
shortly afterwards, he being stabbed to death at Portsmouth by an
assassin named Felton.
Before giving the story itself, I may perhaps be allowed to state very
briefly the correct principles which appear to ma to he applicable to
test the reality of phenomena of this description.
When an apparition is said to have been heard as well as seen, this
is some, although not conclusive, proof of its reality; inasmuch as it is
less likely that two of the senses should be out of order, or should at,
once deceive us, than that only one of them should be in that condition.
Besides, what can he the object of a ghost appearing unless he has
something to say, and to the purpose of his visit? So also, when an
apparition is said to have been seen by two or more persons, instead of
by one only, and on separate occasions, there is of course a much
stronger ground for believing the story than if one individual only said
that he had seen it. Not merely because two witnesses are in every
case better than one, but for the still more satisfactory reason, that two
persons are not likely to be at once labouring under false impressions of
the senses, or a disordered imagination. In all these eases a great deal
must of course depend on the character, state of mind, and condition
in point of health of the parties. So, also, the time at which the ap
parition presented itself may have some influence in determining the
credit to be given to it. An apparition seen at mid-day would com
mand considerably more belief than one witnessed at midnight. If,
again, an animal—a dog, for instance—accompanying the person who
sees the apparition, gives token of the presence of some supernatural
being, cither by its cries, or by exhibiting unusual symptoms of terror,
as is alleged to have happened in some avowedly well authenticated
eases of apparitions, this must undoubtedly be regarded as a strong
additional proof of the reality of its appearance, and that no mere
illusion of the senses occasioned a belief in its existence. If, however,
other individuals, and those persons of character and intelligence, are
consulted at the time about the supposed appearance of a ghost, and
are convinced of the sincerity of those who assert that they have seen
one, this maybe considered as a strong corroboration of their testimony.
Another decisive confirmation of the reality of a supern-'itural visi
tation of this kind is when some important fact, with which the person
who narrates the circumstanee could not have become acquainted in
the ordinary course of things, is communicated by it: as in the case of
the intelligence of the death of some one in a distant foreign country
at the moment when the apparition presented itself—the detection of a
murder by announcing where the body lay concealed—the discovery of
* Vol. II., pp. 42-43.

(Edit. 1712.)

May 2(3, 18?6.

hidden treasure—or the foretelling of an important event, which
actually happens iu the precise way predicted.
Lord Clarendon’s narration is as follows :—“ There was an officer in
the king’s wardrobe in Windsor Castle, of a good reputation for
honesty and discretion, and then about the age of fifty years or more.
This man had in his youth been bred in a school in the parish where
Sir George Villiers, the father of the duke, lived, and had been much
eherished and obliged, in that season of his age, by the said Sir George,
whom afterwards he never saw. About six months before the miser
able end of the Duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this man, being
iu his bed at Windsor where his office was, and in a very good health,
there appeared to him on the side of his bed a man of very venerable
aspect, who drew the curtains of his bed, and, fixing his eyes upon him,
asked him if he knew him. The poor man, half dead with fear and
apprehension, being asked the second time whether he remembered
him—and having in that time ea.lled to his memory the presence of Sir
George Villiers, and the very clothes he used to wear, in which at that
time he seemed to be habited, he answered him that he thought him
to be that person. He replied ‘ he was light, that he was the
same, and that he expected a service from him ; which was that he
should go for him to his son, the Duke of Buckingham, and tell him
if he did not somewhat to ingratiate himself to the people—or, at least,
to abate the extreme malice they had against him—he would be suffered
to live but a short time.’ After this discourse he disappeared; and the
poor man, if he had been at all waking, slept very well till morning,
when he believed all this to be a dream, and considered it no otherwise.
“The next night, or shortly after, the same person appeared to him
again, in the same place and about the same time of the night, with an
aspect a little more severe than before, and asked him whether he had
done as he had required him ? and perceiving he had not, gave him very
severe reprehensions; told him ‘ he expected more eompliance from him ;
and that if he did not perform his commands he should enjoy no peace
of mind, but should be always pursued by him ; ’ upon which he pro
mised him to obey him. But the next morning, waking out of a good
sleep, though he was exceedingly perplexed with the lively representa
tion of all particulars to his memory, he was willing still to persuade
himself ‘ that he had only dreamed,’ and considered that he was a person
at such a distance from the Duke that he knew not how to find any
admission to his presence, much less had any hope to be believed in
what he should say. So, with great trouble and unquietness, he spent
some time in thinking what he should do, and in the end resolved to do
nothing in the matter.
“ The same person appeared to him the third time with a terrible
countenance, and bitterly reproaching him for not performing what he
had promised to do. The poor man had by this time recovered the
courage to tell him ‘that in truth he had deferred the execution of his
commands, upon considering how difficult a thing it would be for him
to get any access to the Duke, having acquaintance with no person about
him; and if he could obtain admission to him, he should never be able
to persuade him that he was sent in such a manner; but he should at
best be thought to be mad, or to be set on and employed by his own or
the malice of other men, to abuse the Duke ; and so lie should be sure
to be undone.’ The person replied, as he had done before, ‘ that he
should never find rest till he should perform what he required, and
therefore he were better to dispatch it. That the access to his son was
known to be very easy; and that few men waited long for him, and
for the giving him credit he would tell him two or three particulars
which he charged him never to mention to any person living but to the
Duke himself, and he should no sooner hear them but lie would believe
all the rest he should say ; and so, repeating his threats, he left him.
“In the morning the poor man, more confirmed by the last appear
ance, made his journey to London, where the Court then was. He was
very well known to Sir Ralph Freeman, one of the masters of requests,
who had married a lady that was nearly allied to the Duke, ami was
himself well received by him. To him this man went, aud though he
did not acquaint him with all particulars, he said enough to him to let
him see there was somewhat extraordinary in it, and the knowledge he
had of the sobriety and discretion of the man made the more impres
sion in him. He desired that ‘ by his means he might be brought to
the Duke to such a place, and in such a manner, as should be thought
fit,’ affirming ‘ that lie had much to say to him, and of such a nature as
would require much privacy, and some time and patience in the hearing?
Sir Ralph promised ‘he would speak first with the Duke of him, and
then he should understand his pleasure,’ And accordingly, iu the first
opportunity, he did inform him of the reputation and honesty of the
man, and then what he desired, and of all he knew of the matter.
The Duke, according to his usual openness and condescension, told him
‘ that he was the next day early to hunt with the king ; that his
horses should attend him at Lambeth-hridgc, where he would land by
live of the clock iu the morning; and if the man attended him
there at that hour, he would walk and speak with him as long as should
be necessary.’ Sir Ralph carried the man with him the next morning
and presented him to the Duke at his landing, who received him
courteously, and walked aside in conference near an hour, none but
his own servants being at that hour in that place, and they and Sir
Ralph at such a distance that they could not hear a word, though the
Duke sometimes spoke, and with great commotion, which Sir Ralph
the more easily observed, and perceived, because he kept his eyes
always fixed upon the Duke, having procured the conference, upon
somewhat he knew there was of extraordinary. Aud the man told him
in his return over the water, ‘ that when he mentioned these particulars
which were to gain him credit, the substance whereof lie said he durst
not impart to him, the Duke’s colour changed, aud he swore he
could come to that knowledge only by the Devil, for that those par
ticulars were known only to himself and to one person more, who, ho
was sure, would never speak of it.’
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“The Duke pursued his purpose of hunting, but was observed to
ride all the morning with great pensiveness, and in deep thoughts,
without any delight in the exercise he was upon. And before the
morning was spent, he left the field, and alighted at his mother’s lodgings in Whitehall, with whom he was shut up for the space of two or
three hours, the noise of their discourse frequently reaching the ears
of those who attended in the next rooms. And when the Duke left
her, his countenance appeared full of trouble, with a mixture of anger;
a countenance that was never before observed in him, in any conversation with her, towards whom he had a profound reverence. And his
mother was at the Duke’s leaving, found overwhelmed in tears, and in
the highest agony imaginable. Whatever there was of all this, it is a
notorious truth that when the news of the Duke’s murder (which
happened a few months afterwards) was brought to his mother, she
seemed not in the least degree surprised, but received it as if she had
foreseen it; nor did afterwards express such a degree of sorrow as was
expected from such a mother for the loss of such a son.”
It seems to me that in the case which I have cited, and which I
have stated in the exact words used by Lord Clarendon, there are
several circumstances which, according to the principles that I have
laid down, warrant our belief in the reality of the apparition. For
although it was only seen by one person, yet to him it appeared several
times, and he seems to have been a man of character, and sense, and
credit, and communicated what he saw and heard to the person desired.
Moreover, the information afforded by the apparition, both as regards
the private matter relating to the Duke, and the prediction of his
death, could only have been in some extraordinary way. The narrator
of the story, Lord Clarendon, was not at all inclined to be superstitious
or credulous, although living in an age when such stories commanded
much more belief than they would be likely to do at the present day.
The Chairman remarked that Mr. Harris had started a very fertile
theme, and he hoped that those present would have something to say
for or against ghosts.
A member asked whether it was known whence Lord Clarendon obtained the particulars,
Mr. Harris replied that he seemed to state them from his own
knowledge. In his History of the Rebellion there were also other ghost
stories, to which others, however, Lord Clarendon seemed to give no
credit.
Mr. Gordon wished to know what was the position in life of the man
who saw the spirit.
Mr. Harris stated that he was keeper of the robes at Windsor Castle.
The Chairman said that the only remarkable part of the story was,
that the man told the Duke something which was not known to any
other person.
Mr. Massey : (Yes ; the spirit said, “ Tell him this, and then he will
know that you come from me.”
Mr. Coffin said that Mr. Harris’s statement that it was a genuine
case of an apparition should be examined. The person was not only
seen, but heard, and that, too, on separate occasions; he further gave
credentials. Mr. Harris, in dwelling upon these facts, had said that
only one sense was likely to be out of order at one time, but he
(Mr. Coffin) thought that such an abnormal state would influence all
the senses of the individual, unconsciously to himself, so that the fact
of all the senses being appealed to did not prove the objectivity of the
apparition at all. He (Mr. Coffin) had dreamed the same thing, not
only three times, but half-a-dozen times, and certain stock dreams he
had dreamt all through his life. (Laughter.) The man mentioned in
the narrative had twice confused a dream with the apparition, consequently there was doubt whether the case before them came under the
ordinary category of apparitions ; the man might also have known
some private particulars of the life of the Duke of Buckingham which
had come to him in a roundabout way. Thus the whole thiDg seemed
to fail in many points of importance.
Mr. Gordon remarked that little could be added to the words of Mr.
Coffin, which seemed to demolish the story altogether. No man in liis
sober senses would confound a dream with an apparition ; a clearheaded man would know whether he was awake at the time.
The Chairman stated that there were further difficulties in the case.
Why should the man make the communication in a garden early in the
morning, instead of in the house of the Duke of Buckingham. Their
holding such a meeting made it look as if there had been something
between them before, and the whole story of the dream might have
been a contrivance to obtain an interview. Even if the whole account
were bona fide, there was no evidence that it was not a mere dream,
and, as Mr. Coffin had said, dreams had a tendency to repeat themselves. People who awoke suddenly from dreams sometimes thought
that they saw people by their bedsides. When a person was put in the
m esmerie condition on several successive occasions, a dream-story would
sometimes be carried on from one mesmeric sleep to the other ; he had
known the phenomenon carried even to this extent—a person had been
awakened from the mesmeric sleep iu the middle of a song he was
singing, and when be was thrown into the mesmeric state again a
month afterwards, lie took up the song at exactly the point where he
had left off. According to tlie story which had been told them, tlie
Duke seemed to have received in an irrational way a perfect stranger
to him ; that they should meet where nobody could see them—noteven
his own servants—was a suspicious fact. Looking at all the circuuistances of the case, he thought that the narrative furnished no proof
of the existence of ghosts. He should like to see a ghost very much.
The seeing of a ghost by one person only would be no evidence of its
existence at all, because the vision might have been subjective ; ghosts
were never seen by two persons at the same moment, or at least such
instances were very rare, and in those very rare cases it was necessary
to be sure that one person had not first suggested the idea of a ghost
being present to the other, thereby making the second person see it by
mesmeric influence.
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TIIE CIIURCII-lIAUNTINGr SPIRIT AT YORK.

The Rev. W. Stainton-Moses, M.A., said that he should like to know
what was meant by ghosts. One gentleman sitting by his side (Mr.
Massey) had seen them by fifties and sixties. Were they to pass by
the more tangible ghosts said to appear at the present day 1 Were
they to pass by the stories about the palpable manifestation of spirits
in materialised human form, like those recorded in the last number of
The Spiritualist ? He had been immensely struck with three separate
reports in that number, of the appearance of temporary human forms.
Professor Plumtree asked whether Mr. Stainton-Moses would read
one of the accounts mentioned.
Mr. Moses replied that he had not a copy of the paper with him.
One of the accounts stated how—in the light—several persons together
had seen a spirit gradually form and afterwards dissolve. Perhaps
Mr. Harrison had the account with him.
Mr. Harrison remarked that he had not, but another account
had been printed in the same journal about a spirit being seen
with tolerable regularity in broad daylight in a church in York.
The said account had been quoted from the Newcastle Chronicle,
and he had since received information that the editor considered the
writer of tlie account to be an honourable and trustworthy man.
Further, another correspondent stated that Mr. Baring-Gould con
firmed the story.
Mr. Serjeant Cox remarked that ten months ago a gentleman had
written to him from York about the regular appearance of the same
alleged ghost.
Mr. Stainton-Moses asked whether the Psychological Society would
do well to send a committee to York to inquire into the matter. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. Gordon wished to know whether Professor Pepper had been
there.
TUB APPEARANCE OF THE SPIRIT OP A DYING WOMAN.

Mr. Stainton-Moses continued that if they were not facts, they would,
if not contradicted, pass into the region of facts. It had been said
that spirits were not usually seen by many persons at the same time,
but the Spiritualist contained an authenticated account of a dying
mother, who wished to see her children, and all the children saw her
spirit. He knew of another case of the kind. It was narrated by the
llev. F. G. Lee, Vicar of Lambeth, who tried to prove Spiritualism to
be of diabolical origin. Mr. Lee quoted the following document :—
“A lady and her husband (who held a position of some distinction in
India) were returning home (a.d. 1854). after an absence of four years, to join
a family of young children, when tlie former was seized in Egypt with an
illness of a most alarming charactor, and though carefully tended by an
English physician, and nuvsod with the greatest caro, grew so weak that
little or no hope of hor reeovery existed. With that true kindnoss which is
sometimes withheld by thoso about a dying bed, she was properly and plainly
informed of her dangerous state, and biddon to prepare for the worst. Of a
devout, pious, and reverential mind, she is reported to have made a careful
preparation for the latter end. The only point whieh seemod to disturb her
mind after the delirium of fever had passed away, was a deep-seated desire
to see her absent children once again, which she frequently expressed to thoso
who attonded upon her. Day after day for more than a week she gavo utter
ance to hor longings and prayers, remarking that she would die happily if
only this one wish eould be gratified.
“ On the morning of the day of her departure hence she foil into a long
and heavy sleep, from -which her attendants found it difficult to arouse her.
During tho wholo period of it sho lay perfectly tranquil. Soon after noon,
however, sho suddenly awoke, saying, ‘ 1 have seen them all; I have soon
them all. God be praised, for Jesus Christ’s sake,’ and thou slept again.
Towards evening in perfect peace, and with many devout oxclamations, she
calmly yiolded up her spirit to God who gavo it. Her body was brought to
England and interred in the family burying place.
“ The most remarkable part of this incident remains to be told. Tlie
children of the dying lady were being educated at Torquay under the super
vision of a friend of tho family. At the very time when their mother thus
slept they wero confined to the house where they lived by a severe storm of
thunder and lightning. Two apartments on ono floor, perfectly distinct,
wero then occupied by them as play and recreation rooms. All were then
gathered together. No ono of the children was absent. They were amusing
themselves with games in company of a nursemaid who had never seen their
parents. All of a sudden their mother, as she usually appeared, entered tho
larger room of the two, pausing, looked for some moments at each and smiled,
passed into tho next room, and then vanished away. Three of the elder
children recognised her at once, but were greatly disturbed and impressed at
hor appearance, silence, and manner. The younger and nursemaid, each and
all, saw a lady in white eome into the smaller room, and then slowly glide by
and fade away.
“ Tho date of this occurrence, Sopt. 10, 1854, was earefully noted, and it
was afterwards found that the two events above recorded happoned almost
contemporaneously. A reeord of tho event was committed to paper, and
transcribed on a fly-leaf of tho family Bible, from which the above account
was taken and given to the editor of this book in the autumn of 1871, by a
relation of tho lady in question, who is well acquainted with tbe fact of her
spectral appearance at Torquay, and has vouched for tho truth of it in the
most distinct and formal manner.
“Tho narrative of the spectral appearance of a lady at Torquay, forwarded
to Dr. F. G. Lee at his speeial request, is eopied from and compared with that
in the family-Bible of H. A. T. Baillie-Hamilton, by tlie undersigned.

“ TFifness,

“ 0. Margaret Balfour.
“ Mary Baillie-Hamilton.
J. R. Grant.”

Princes-street, Edinburgh, Oct. 7,1871.
REINCARNATION ?

Mr. F. K. Manton said that Mr. Stainton-Moses’s remarks about the
objectivity of apparitions, had brought to his mind a statement made
to him by a celebrated scientific man, well known by name to every
body in that room, and who had assured him that one night in his
bedroom, the door of which was always bolted, lie awoke under the
impression that some one was speaking to him. He opened liis eyes,
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over him to kill him. At that moment the commanding officer fired at
the elephant, and killed it. This adventure occurred to his (Mr.
Serjeant Cox’s) own son-in-law, who stated that while upon the
elephant’s tusks he was in constant fear of death, but had not the
slightest feeling of horror. The sensation was one of perfect calmness.
Mr. Gordon asked whether Mr. Stainton-Moses thought he had seen
the funeral in a dream.
Mr. Stainton-Moses replied that he had not said that it was a dream.
He had not said what it was, but had left it for the members of the
society to give their own explanations. If any of them said that it was
a dream, the onus probandi rested with those who made the state
ment.

and saw what lie thought to be a human form near the foot of the bed.
Gradually the form became more distinct, aud he saw before him a
woman who said, “ I am your sister.” As he had no sister he doubted
the statement, and asked what she meant. She replied that his spirit
had been in another body two hundred years before, and that she at
that time had been his sister. He (Mr. Manton) remarked.to the nar
rator of the anecdote that he supposed he must have been in a dream.
The reply was that he knew he had not been dreaming, because he got
out of bed and wrote down the story he was then telling. He further
stated that the form diminished and disappeared, and not through the
door. The man who made this statement was one of the most eminent
scientific men living. Perhaps he dreamt it, then rose and wrote it
out on paper. The society should investigate all the alleged cases of
apparitions it could, because whether it exploded them or proved them
to be true, it would equally be doing good.
A member asked whether the scientific man just mentioned was a
believer in Spiritualism ?
Mr. Munton replied that he thought that on the whole he was con
vinced of its truth, but not because of the particular event just
narrated.

THE GHOST AT YORK.

The Chairman remarked that the case of tlie ghost at York really
merited investigation. It appeared outside the church window, above
ground. It was a female form which first passed across the window iu
one direction, and on her return in the other usually brought with her
a child. It was said that this ghost had been seen with more or less
frequency in York for more than 300 years.
Mr. Gordon ; Is she performing now ? (Laughter.)
The Chairman continued that she was still in the habit of appearing.
The writer in the Newcastle Chronicle stated that she had a definite and
distinct figure, and that even her features could be distinguished. Those
who had seen the appearance were not able in any way to account for
it, while persons inside had been looking at the figure, people had been
watching the church outside and had seen nothing.
Professor Plumtree asked whether the name of the church had been
published.
Mr. Harrison : Yes. Holy Trinity Church, York.
The Chairman added that he thought it was a very proper thing
for the society to investigate.
Mr. F. K. Munton, hon. secretary, said that he would make official
inquiry into the matter. (Applause.)
Mr. George Harris then replied to such of the remarks as had borne
reference to his paper. He thought that tlie story could not be so very
easily explained away. In the first place a prediction had been made,
which prediction afterwards came true. Then again the identity of the
alleged spirit seemed to be proved. The reason why the Duke made
tke appointment early in the morning was because he was at that time
at leisure, but during the rest of the day he spent much of his time
hunting with the king. It had always been considered to be a wellattested story, but he must leave the members of the society to form
their own opinions about it, and to provide their own explanations.
The Secretary announced that at the next meeting a paper would be
read by Mr. Serjeant Cox.

T11E TRAVELLING OF THE SriTilT DURING THE SLEEP OF THE BODY.

Mr. Stainton-Moses asked whether records of phenomena were re
ceived by the society 1
The Chairman : Yes.
Mr. Stainton-Moses continued that he should like to submit a case.
A friend of his who lived in Lincolnshire died, and he was invited to
the funeral. He could not go, and was sitting quietly at home in
London at the time, without being conscious in any way of anything
abnormal. He became unconscious, and afterwards found by his watch
that he had been in that condition for two hours. Afterwards, bit by
bit, the details of the funeral of his friend came into his mind ; or,
rather, bit by bit he brought to recollection a scene he had witnessed.
He remembered seeing the officiating minister and the mourners, just
as if he had been present at the funeral, so he put all the details down
ou paper ; moreover, he the same day posted a full account of the
funeral to a friend of his who had been at it, who wrote back in com
plete astonishment as to how he could have obtained the details. The
minister was not the one whom he had previously expected would
officiate at the funeral, the clergyman having been changed at the last
moment. That was a fact for Dr. Carpenter. The funeral started from
Lincolnshire, but took place in Northamptonshire; he saw and de
scribed the churchyard, a particular corner of the churchyard, and a
particular tree there. He did not think that he dreamt all this, but if
he did dream it it was every word of it true. He put this forward as
a curious psychological fact.
SENSATIONS EXPERIENCED IN MOMENTS OF EXTREME BODILY DANGER.

Mr. Stainton-Moses continued :—“ In the early days of this society I
narrated how a drowning person saw all the events of his life pass
before his eyes in a short time. I have now another case of the kind
which I wish to lay before the Society ; it is quoted from Whymper's
Scrambles amongst the Alps, in the years 1860-1869, and describes his
sensations in falling from a great height. In ascending the Matter
horn, Mr. Whymper, who was alone, slipped and fell in attempting to
pass a difficult corner at an angle of the cliffs of the Tcte du Lion. He
thus describes the result:—‘The knapsack brought my head down
first, aud I pitched into some rocks about a dozen feet below: they
caught something, and tumbled me off the edge, head over heels, into
the gully ; the baton was dashed from my hands, and I whirled down
wards in a series of bounds, each longer than the last—now over ice,
now into rocks, striking my head four or five times, each time with
increasing force. The last bound sent me spinning through the air in
a leap of fifty or sixty feet, from one side of the gully to the other, and
I struck the rocks luckily with the whole of my left side. They caught
my clothes for a moment, and I fell back on to the snow with motion
arrested. My head fortunately came the right side up, and a few
frantic catches brought me to a halt in the neck of the gully, and on
the verge of the precipice.’ The injuries Mr. Whymper had received
were sufficiently serious. His head was badly cut, and his body
showed more than twenty cuts, from which the blood spurted ‘ in
blinding jets at each pulsation.’ Crawling to a place of safety he
fainted away, and remained in an unconscious state till sunset. His
description of his sensations is worth noting. He thus describes
them:—‘I was perfectly conscious of what was happening, and felt
each blow, but like a patient under chloroform, experienced no paiu.
Each blow was, naturally, more severe than that which had preceded
it, and I distinctly remember thinking—Well, if the next is harder
still, that will be the end. Like persons who have been rescued from
drowning, I remember that the recollection of a multitude of things
rushed through my head, many of them trivialities or absurdities,
which had been long forgotten; and, more remarkable, this bounding
through space did not feel disagreeable. But I think that in no very great
distance more consciousness, as well as sensation, would have been lost,
and upon that I base my belief, improbable as it seems, that a fall from
a great height is as painless an end as can be experienced. The loss of
blood, although so great, did not seem to be permanently injurious.
The only serious effect has been the reduction of a naturally retentive
memory to a very commonplace one ; and, although my recollections
of more distant occurrences remain unshaken, the events of that par
ticular day would be clean gone but for the few notes that were written
down before the accident.’ ”
Mr. Serjeant Cox said that a relation of his served in the Abyssinian
war, and went elephant hunting. After he shot at one animal the
elephant ran after him, caught him, and tried to toss him with its
tusks. The elephant missed its aim, broke two of his ribs, and then
lifted him in the air on its tusks, at the same time twisting its trunk

A SPIRIT MATERIALISING FOUR DAYS AFTER DEATH.
>j

BY WILLIAM. OXLEY.

i

On Thursday evening, May lltli, 1876, an event took
place which is perhaps the most remarkable on record connected with modern Spiritualism, and as I believe the spirit
when embodied was well known to many of the readers of
The Spiritualist, the record may be interesting.
At the meeting held at the house of Mr.------ , in ManChester, there were present seven of us, including Dr. Monck,
the medium. Taking our seats round an oval table, I sat at
one end, a good light from a gas lamp being behind me ; Dr.
Monck sat at the other end of the table. After a time he
became entranced, and, rising from his seat, came up to me
on the left-hand side, close to where I was sitting. Samuel
was the controlling spirit. He took a white lawn handkerchief from Dr. Monck’s pocket, and placing it on his right
hand, the handkerchief appeared to be “ absorbed,” or metamorphosed, and in a few seconds there, at the extremity of
liis arm, appeared a beautiful, unmistakable feminine face,
as large as a good-sized infant’s; it was a perfect human
head, with the features clearly delineated. So clearly are
the features and form impressed upon my memory, that
were 1 an artist I could even now produce them on canvas,
The head and face were of pure classic form, aud very
beautiful to look upon. AVhile I was looking intently on
the object before me I heard a whispering voice, at first very
faintly, issuing from the head; the words were, “Do you
hear me?” I replied, “No, not distinctly,” as Samuel,
through Dr. Monck, was speaking at the same time. I then
said, “Come closer, so that I may hear you.” The reply
was, “ I will try.” I now saw that the lips moved in giving
articulation to the words. Dr. Monck then pressed his lips
close to my right cheek, which I felt distinctly all the time
that the head was within a few inches of my left ear. Listoning intently I heard the words, “ My name is Rhondda,
and I wish
towrite to my parents in Cardiff, and tell
them not to grieve for me, as I am very happy. I have seen
my beautiful and glorious home, and I shall often try to
come through this medium, and hope to be very useful.”
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(The rest I did not clearly catch.) Four of the other sitters
were then called up, to whom words were spoken, but which
I did not hear distinctly. A strange fact then occurred. As
soon as the others came up to where Dr. Monck was stand
ing I observed the face alter, and the kerchief hung sus
pended from the hand, but the voice came as before from
under the kerchief. When this part was concluded, Samuel
said, il You have had the most wonderful phenomenon in
this room this evening that has been enacted on your earth.”
Dr. Monck now retired behind the curtains in the corner of
the room, and the light being extinguished a luminous hand
appeared and touched some of us; the light reflected from
the hand enabled us to distinguish the outline of a head and
bust. I then felt what appeared like hair touch my face
three times, also the wafting of a fine gauzy garment which
passed over my head, and almost enveloped it in passing.
This ceased, and a voice (I presume using the organism of
Dr. Monck, but it might have been direct for aught I know
to the contrary) addressed us for about five minutes, but
being unprepared I took no notes, and the statements passed
from memory, so that I cannot repeat what was said.
In accordance with instructions I wrote to the parents in
Cardiff, giving particulars concerning the face as they ap
peared to me, to which a reply was sent that they had ££ been
informed by Rhondda that the message was genuine, and
that she did materialise herself; the description of features
docs not correspond with hersolf when in health, but as at
her departure is perfectly true.”
From what 1 have learnt, the spirit of Rhondda passed
out of the body on Sunday evening, May 7th, at 8 p.m., and
on the fourth day between 8 and 9 p.m. (three clear days
and nights intervening), she appeared to us in the manner
above described. To those who can give credence to the
facts narrated, a new view of the resurrection will be pre
sented, and cogitation thereon will be instructive and in
teresting.

the medium was released, the stitches by which the bag and
the coat had been sewn were inspected by the company, who
were satisfied that they had not been disturbed, and a minute
inspection of the bag showed that there were no holes in it.
All present expressed their conviction that the test conditions had been in every respect perfect and complete.
E. Dawson Rogers,
Chairman of the Seance Committee.
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SEVERE TREATMENT OF MEDIAL SCANDAL-MONGERS
BY SPIRITS.
{From Miss Blackwell's Translation of Allan Kardec’s Book of Mediums.’")
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Higlior Broughton, Manchester, May 22, 1876.

MR. BLACKBURN’S SEANCES.
Strong manifestations while the
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medium was closely sews in a bag.

The usual weekly seance at the rooms of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell- !
street, on Friday evening last, was attended by Mrs.
Desmond FitzGerald, Mr. A. Galbraith, Miss Withall, Rev. {
D. Saunders, Mr. T. Johnson, Miss A. Ilinton, Mrs.
Gunyon, Miss Glover, Capt. Rolleston, Mr. W. J. Wood
house, and myself for the Seance Committee of the Associa
)
tion.
It is of course unnecessary to mention manifestations of j
the ordinary character, but I have the satisfaction of report
ing that we had some excellent results of experiments under
the most stringent test conditions. Mr. Eglinton’s arms ;
were placed behind him, and his coat sleeves were sewn J
together, his coat being also sewn together in front. He was )
then placed in a chintz bag, the opening of which was sewn I
close round his neck. In this helpless condition he was
placed in a chair in the cabinet, and a tape, placed round
Ills neck, was fastened to the chair back. The curtains of
the cabinet were then dropped so as to conceal his head and
body, leaving his knees and legs outside. On his knees,
which were thus under the full view of the company, was
placed a little stringed instrument, known as the “ Oxford
chimes,” and upon this a book was laid. During the sitting
this book was two or three times opened and shut without
visible means; the strings of the instrument were played
upon ; and both the instrument and the book were lifted two
or three inches from the medium’s knees, and replaced in
the same position. When Mr. Eglinton was sewn up in the
bag lie was wearing a peculiarly shaped ring, which was
observed by several of the company, and especially by Capt.
Rolleston, who did the sewing. In the course of the sitting P
this ring was taken off his hand and placed outside the cur (
tains upon the ££ chimes” without visible agency, and a )
diamond ring, which Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald laid upon
the instrument in view of the company was removed by an
unseen power, and when Mr. Eglinton was immediately
afterwards unpacked, was found on one of his fingers. Before

The moral imperfections of the obsessed are often an
obstacle to their deliverance, as seen in the following re
markable example, which we here bring forward as being of
general application :—
Several sisters had been subject, for many years, to depre
dations of a very unpleasant nature. Their clothes were
constantly scattered abont in every corner of the house, and
sometimes even upon the roof; they were cut and torn, and
holes were made in them, no matter how carefully they had ,
been locked up. These ladies, living in a little provincial ’
town, had never heard of Spiritism, and their first idea was,
naturally enough, that they were the victims of some
malicious practical joke; but the persistency of the annoyance,
notwithstanding the precautions they adopted in the hope of
putting a stop to it, soon showed them that this could not be
the case. It was not until the annoyance had gone on for
some years, that, having heard of Spiritism and spirits, they
addressed us on the subject, in the hope of learning the
cause of the damage thus inflicted on them, and the means
of preventing its recurrence, if possible. There could be, to
our mind, no doubt about the cause of the annoyance, but to
suggest a remedy was a more difficult matter. The spirit
who manifested his presence by such acts, was evidently
animated by a sentiment of hostility; and, in fact, such was
found to be the case when we evoked him. He showed him
self, moreover, to be exceedingly perverse, and inaccessible
alike to persuasion and counsel. Brayer, however, appeared
to exercise a salutary influence over him; but after a short
respite, the depredations complained of began again. We
subjoin the communication of a superior spirit consulted
by us in regard to these persecutions :—
££ The ladies thus tormented must entreat their protecting
spirit not to abandon them; but they must also examine
their consciences, and ask themselves whether they have
always practised neighbourly charity; I do not mean the
charity which gives alms, but the charity of the tonyue. Un
fortunately for them, they have not yet learned to restrain
that member, and therefore do not deserve the deliverance
which they desire from the spirit who torments them; for
they are much too fond of slandering their neighbours.
The spirit who obsesses them does so out of revenge; for,
while living, he was their drudge, and suffered much through
their hardness and their exactions. They have only to con
sult their memory to see who it is that they have to
do with.
11 Nevertheless if they set themselves resolutely to amend
what is amiss in their daily life, their guardian angels will
come back to them, and their presence will suffice to drive
away the revengeful spirit, whose power is principally in
connection with one of them ; her guardian angel havingbeen forced to leave her by her indulgence in reprehensible
acts and thoughts. Let these ladies pray fervently for all
who suffer ; let them practise the virtues required by God
from every one according to his condition, and they will be
delivered from the obsession that has so long tormented
them.”
On our remarking that these strictures appeared to us to
be rather severe, and that it might perhaps be well to soften
them before transmitting them to the ladies, the spirit
added :—
“ It was my duty to say what I have said, and in the way
in which I have said it, because the persons in question do
not perceive that they make an evil use of their tongues,
although they do so habitually, and to a-deplorable degree.
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It is therefore necessary to give them a warning that may
strike home to them.”'*
From the foregoing we learn a very important lesson, viz.,
that our moral imperfections bring us under the power of
obsessing spirits, and that the surest method of getting rid
of these is to attract good spirits to us by the praetiee of
virtue. Good spirits are more powerful than bad ones, and
their will suffices to keep off the latter, but they only assist
those who second the aetion of their will by the efforts they
themselves make for their own amendment ; when no such
efforts are made good spirits retire, and their withdrawal
leaves the field free to the evil ones, who thus become, in
certain eases, instruments of punishment, the higher spirits
allowing the lower ones to act for the accomplishment of
this end.
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A CURIOUS ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENT AT A SEANCE. |
BY WILLIAM H. HARRISOX.

On Wednesday

evening last week a seance took place at
the house of Mr. Desmond G. Fitz-Gerald, Member of the
Society of Telegraph Engineers, at 6, Loughborough-road
North, Brixton, London. Fifteen or sixteen members of
the Brixton Psychological Society were present, and Mr.
Eglinton was the medium.
Mr. Fitz-Gerald produced a box about two feet square,
with lock and key, which had been purchased that afternoon,
and with whieh it was intended to test the powers of Mr.
Eglinton’s spirits in a peculiar manner. A single cell
battery, a telegraphic relay, and an electrieal bell were
placed inside the box. The connections were made with
wires, so that when the armature of the relay was depressed
the electrical bell rang. The relay was so adjusted that
when it was most violently shaken the armature of the
magnet would not move, thus no accidental jolting could
eause the telegraphic bell to ring. Moreover, it was
impossible to shake the relay when inside the locked box
without detection, because the said shaking would have
upset the battery and all the liquid contained therein. All
the apparatus and wires being placed inside the box the lid
was closed and locked. No amount of shaking the bell
itscltf would ring it, it being an electrical one. Two strips
of paper were then gummed over the crack between the lid
of the box and the box itself, so that if the lid were opened
the pieces of paper would have been torn. The pieees of
paper were specially marked with pencil by the observers so
that they could be subsequently identified.
What was required to be done was that the spirits should
depress the armature inside the box so as to cause the
electrical bell to ring, thereby displaying if possible their
power of producing meehanical effects inside a closed and
locked box. The medium never saw the box until shortly
before the seance; he was present while the pieces of
apparatus were being plaeed in it, and what was required to
be done in the matter of the depression of the armature was
explained to him, it being a well-known fact that whatever
is known to the medium comes to the knowledge of his
attendant spirits. The spirits said that they did not think that
they should be able to do it, although in the course of the
evening they 'would try. If they failed they would arrange
a special seance, during whieh they would endeavour to
aehieve the desired result. They wished the box to be
placed in a dark place with the medium.
,
In the course of the evening Mr. Eglinton’s wrists were
placed across each other behind his back, and the cuffs of
his coat were sewn together by Mrs. Fitz-Gerald with strong
thread ; afterwards one of the euffs was also sewn to his
jacket at the small of his back. His coat was buttoned in
front, and further sewn at one place in front.
Curtains suspended between the front and back drawingrooms formed a cabinet ; the spectators sat on the one side
of the curtains, and the medium, in the dark, on the other.
He sat at the opening of the curtains faeing the audience,
* When this message was given neither Allan Kard.ec nor the medium by
whom it was written had any knowledge whatever of the ladies to whom it
referred, and who lived in a remote country town, but subsequent inquiries
showed, that its allegations were true, and that its severity was fully deserved,
Happily for the parties to whom it was addressed, the lesson it conveyed
proved effectual ; they renouneod the uncharitable habits which had brought
them under tho power of the obsessor, and were consequently freed from

his influence.—Translator.
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with his knees and boots in full view. There was light
enough to see them distinctly, to see the colour and pattern
of his trousers, and to read large print, not small print.
The upper part of Mr. Eglinton’s body was plaeed in da’kness by the curtains being drawn together by spirit hands
just; above his knees. A book was plaeed on his knees. Its
lid opened, and page after page was raised without anything
visible touching them. A little later two hands were seen.
The spirits asked for pencil and paper, which were placed
on the book. The hands then began to write on the paper
in the presence of the observers; four or five words were
written of no particular import.
Afterwards, Mr. Eglinton was drawn inside the cabinet,
so that he was completely lost to view. He eould be
heard making a shuddering noise, and appeared to be shaking violently. The spirits said that they had received an
accession of power beeause of the arrival of one of Mr. Col
man’s spirits named Johnny Grey, and they asked the members of the eircle to sing. This was done, and perhaps about
ten minutes after Mr. Eglinton disappeared from view the
electrieal bell rang: it stopped, and afterwards rang again
for about half a minute amid the applause of the sitters outside.
Shortly afterwards the spirits announced the seance to be
over, and Mr. Eglinton came out of the cabinet. The
observers went in and brought out the box, which was found
loeked as at first.
The pieces of paper Were dry and
unbroken, and were the same that had been gummed on
originally. They were critically examined, and beyond
some diseussion as to whether the lower end of one
of them had not been shifted about an eighth of an
ineh to th e left of its origiaal pasition, or wlieth er ahat
obiftlug hkd behe done in the aet of gumming, no01■linaef
a druet”’^ daTToe oooIcI ba fooed. H was tuggesttd tout
the tent ovus oot ro peafrct as rt might have been, because the
lock wrs orn of common make. and the ibsa waobroacOhd
tli atitwoul d bs waH i” repeat ^0 experiment wiih mnthhe
bex h avtng si como^litttad lon^ siuce,if pesuR'd r“ ibis hind
oou bo dblained with”eiTsiiisyu nder uuuu eotthpahle ved din
tiolttt they wUS dr- oe great uscar a mrans oOproducrng oonvit-ion in ihe mtvdt oO inquirers.

> | AN AX-LUNaTH) N OF THE “0^80” MYhdERY Av hS RK.
The ghest r. Holy Trmity Church. York, w an otdeM at^Hsliud ovo, vo- t dtrrripition ”” te.ogreeing with OUnpunished in the Newcastle Chronicle, lias been published in
Mr. Barmg-Gaeldh Yoeltthii'o h)cldOOior.
The rodtor of Hoty Trinity. Yerk, writes He faBowmg app^
rentlysensiibr ^xpitd aiion iO the wliaie mysSeoylu She OUwd
sHo^-uAZ;—““ thunk thT time has comewhan ithr. parilaa-l
10068^0- forme So gi vea wsrV ef “0.1 anati ooin regard to dh iimagmary tlppariiion. The fert; it l^implatl^iti—yny mm
senteO iir thoeuttery ot Phe chuoolwwhied is at thr wont end,
ean see^hruu00 the eaor window.any persoa oe pewoov
walkrng in. tho uicvragv gardon. The wall ot Oh c eastand
of the cl;ut’ch,below the ownt wmd 0W; os toe hig- to aHow
any one m yhe bod’ of .he thbrch to dee ehlier the gm-tton
or an^nem it Thin fo rtex.dains nt onoe then ease- how iter
absotutelpahco-troy forvvyone to be l'ririie guHery msrderto
see the1 ghest’ This .s 'lie Tes.rtruoh ef ttir matter. W.-iO
ie seen io vo- u ^hipt;’ 10 il not a toeflverion,1 butit a
living beir gl or beingSt walkrng m rghi’her, 0s o^^-001. the
cast window y eing of steined g’srs. ua dofw rayhhr ^auhar
patternt - distinet Oorm iv -ol always visible. And I may
say that this simple explanation has been attested and veri1 fird over apd over aovio bothby mveelT ando^ers. One
j argument og proufis aH, I rObtik. thal h ,end k^c- The
Vicaraao sOousewarat rdi rime omohy for ilbo—l twelve
j
mouthy durinw wdichtime the ‘ghost’ wasnoither oson
;
I nrr Mrard of, and rhes itwas let to a-person with a large
0 fanli]piandon Oh e ol^ry firti Siindky sftrr plio fomiiy took
prssestlon eb the ef’shtittti b wvs told bf v rimp]e1mirlded
1 yenraaO thy gk^ot^t had returned, aoV fiecot si x pThuag
1
ghostswtahit Arteo what 11^ e h oi’” at-ted, I bird hm-dly
j1
i)
stylhat yil Shetensat ioTal mailerin rvgai’d to sihA -^,1^^-.
molder, nurse. o^d yhdd, arid eTtoaoadmary dispisns-^n
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Tainise Sunday, 0 s ass pure at invciitiotias sdts w astubtdrslbh
j
py emarbidimllgmation.”
i1

>|
;|
J|
i) |
|
|
|
j)
|> I
,, 1
0
j
i
ji
j
j
j
<
j
;
!

THE

May 26, 1876.

SPIRITUALIST.

Should there still be any doubt as to the nature of the
ghost, the whole matter can easily be reduced to experiment
by causing persons to walk outside the church in places
pointed out to them by the rector; observations made at
same time inside will reveal whether any ghost effect is
produced as stated.

| i —were thus seen by each and all, keeping us spell-bound in silence,
J
!
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)
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THE MATERIALISATION OF SPIRITS IN MANCHESTER.
BY C. REIMERS.

The meeting I am now reporting eclipsed in many respects that of
the 17th of April held in my rooms. We assembled at Mr. Gaskell’s,
GO, Oldham-road, on the evening of the 16th inst. My rooms I fancied
to be far more favourable for spiritual gatherings, as I am a musician,
and the surroundings point to devotion to an art, spiritual in its essence
and mission, although its material media of expression consist of sheep'sgut, horse-hair, resin, pieces of wood, and brass. Music, in its lowest
manifestations, may well be compared with tho rude beginnings of these
modern experiments to draw our attention to something beyond our
level. In its highest flights, however, music joins hands with sister
messengers of celestial birth. The study of these beautiful and in
spiring strains is my profession. Mr. Gaskell deals in leather. Such
a contrastI But stop a bit. In his shop are strong materials with
which to fasten mediums—thick skins, at which sceptics may smile
with envy, hanks of whipcord, eminently useful for inquirers who
require special tests. When Mr. Gaskell has done liis work in his shop
below, and closes its door, he ascends to his own room, where books
(some bound in leather) take him to higher regions, and he soon finds
himself in company with fellow-labourers; on this occasion, however,
with several in the flesh, and so we were all on the same level—music
and leather shop. We had, also, one and the same business before us.
Our mediums were again Mrs. ----- and Dr. Monck. We placed
them this time under the most severe test-conditions that human in
genuity could devise for probing honesty, namely, none whatever.
They were bound by unbounded confidence and affection, the slightest
attempt at moving out of which would have plunged all into an abyss
of self-contempt. We had ascertained the humbug of rope, iron, bag,
or other scientific hobby-tests long ago, and acknowledge the value of
their occasional appliance only as preparatory to more sensible precau
tions ; besides, we have in the mean time no desire to be dragged into
the ridicule which will come from the more enlightened generations of
the future. We excluded external lights, and lit up within to receive
our guests from the other side of life. They came soon, because they
were already there. Evil and tricky spirits have no chance under such
conditions, but poor and low ones may come to draw with us from the
same higher source. After sundry tokens of the presence of power, we
felt in turns touches’ like those of floating drapery. I was ordered to
go to the piano. I played as well I could, but it was of no scientific
value whatever, for “ it was all in tho dark.” The mysteiious drapery
flapped over my head, and for a time rested there. I felt the soft
muslin (?) hanging over my face, and was for a moment tempted to
snatch it with my teeth, but I blushed and could not do it. Suddenly a
sitter' at the opposite end, far away from the mediums, felt the same
touch. There was something floating and flying about in the room. It did
not feel like leather, it was more like gauze. I returned to my seat, and
the small musical box, with phosphoric light upon it, travelled through
space ; and after several other trifling incidents had occurred, notes oil
the piano were struck. The instrument could not be reached by any
of us, and, what is more important, would not. There was no sense in
the playing itself, it was a mere thumping at hazard. “ Very silly in
its effect ? ” True; but tremendous when one is called upon to explain
the cause.
Next we had to turn up the lamp and arrange a cabinet, consisting of
damask curtains across the corner of the room, the table in front, and
we seated around it, close enough for good observation. Dr. Monck
went in and sat down at once. Soon the form known as Bertie appeared
plainly at the top of the open cabinet, with the glittering crown and
cross, exactly as we had seen it through the mediumship of Mrs.----- ,
who was sitting near me. The head of Lily peeped out. Both heads
were out at the same time very distinctly, dismissing all ideas of doubles
or trebles here, the bother or hobby of other troubled observers, who
secure their mediums so tightly that only their nearest relations can put
in appearance. Now followed the most marvellous display of power.
The curtains opened in the front, and a white mass filled the whole
gap, the medium standing close by. After closing awhile the curtains
opened again, and the medium stood between both the faces and the
nearly full figures in shining white, all three plainly visible, but close
to the body of the medium, who, while gesticulating, stretched his hands
towards us. At times it looked as if he carried both forms on his arms,
and, if conditions were not utterly against the possibility, a sceptic
suddenly introduced would have come to the conclusion that Mrs.----had handed the large basket, with all paraphernalia, to Dr. Monck to
go through the performance, for the forms presented the same features
as on former occasions.
I thought that this would be the culmination of the already prolonged
meeting, but the climax had to come after we had put the light out.
John King’s direct voice greeted us in a manner which made me almost
believe myself transported to Mr. Williams’ rooms iu London, so per
fect was the repetition. “ Mike” also spoke in his own voice, which is
somewhat modified when Dr. Monck is the only medium.
A splendid circular light then advanced, and it reminded me of John
King's ; it came close to me, and the face of Bertie presented itself
under tho mysterious illumination, the ethereal beauty of which, under
the changes of light and shade, excited me with a delight I cannot
describe. Then came another similar light, and both—Bertie and Lily

249

I

u
;
)
}

S
(
)

j
j:
i
I

G
V

I

!j

i

V:
i i
<
V
>
(

j
J
!(
i

as if attempt at expression might disturb the unearthly visitation.
I hardly remember any moment, in all my experiences, of receiving so
pure an impression of sublime beauty as seen in the expression of the
angelic faces, triumphant in having succeeded in forcing their way
through the barriers created by sceptical and mistrusting minds at so
many previous meetings. The final blessings and loving words seemed
almost as a soothing relief, permitting us to return to the normal state
of things. We accordingly went for an after-chat to the snug little
room below, and our return to reality found welcome confirmation in
the recollection that we were close to the—leather-shop. But were
these manifestations not realities ? Most decidedly; for we received by
sight, and touch, and ear (I must also not forget the lovely perfume)
over and over again the proofs of their existence, which were equally
convincing to all of us, except the medium, who had to believe the best
part on trust. To certain self-sufficient sceptics and other illusionists,
who conjure up hosts of ghosts of possibilities, to account for these
strange occurrences, we must leave the task of bridging over the gap
between these facts and those of our acquired knowledge. They are
ever ready to guess the modus operandi hidden from other mortals’ eyes;
if they skilfully escape the demand to “ do it themselves,” they only
increase our astonishment, or shift it to another ground, themselves
generally not getting the best of it.
Most naturally, hints from curious inquirers who desire to be present are getting pressing. But our conditions are rather exacting. We
test the new witnesses, after the mediums have gone sufficiently through
the same process, and it generally proves that their own sincerity and
honesty are not sufficiently up to the mark to permit them to sit in
judgment on that of the mediums’ and their spirit guides. The other
day a gentleman, a highly agitated sceptic, offered to come with a party
of friends to observe from a certain distance, so as not to interfere with
our own influence. A kind of “ring” this around our field of operations 1 A new sport which, if it should become successful and fashion
able, might result in much profit; indeed, liberal offers towards that
end enlivened the temptation. We place the decision about this plan
in the hands of our “ good spirits.,” and shall faithfully report the first
“ grand performance ”—if they will let us have it. In conclusion, it is
evident (that the demand to witness these strange facts is on
the increase, and the republishing of rules for forming spirit circles
at home would seem to be advisable. If I may suggest a preliminary
step, it would be that each new candidate should sit awhile by himself,
and ask his own better self what he is going about; also, whether he is
prepared for a little change in his former views of life, if certain proofs
should be presented. It is a question of comfort, and we all know that
most animals like their own “ stable ” best, after all.
That the facts narrated in correctly-stated details as above have been
witnessed by all of us, except Dr. (Monck (who, being mostly in trance,
could only testify to a certain part), we confirm by our signatures.
Chhistiax Reimers.
Thomas Gaskell.
William Oxley,
Abhaham Roysb,
Hbnby Marsh.
The Religion of tiie Kafirs.—The religion of the Kafirs, like that
of all other varieties of “ the noble savage,” is nothing more than a vile
superstition, accompanied by customs of a most debasing character. By
this religion woman is degraded to the lowest level, and classed among
beasts of burden and the goods aud chattels of her masters.. Polygamy,
of course, is universally allowed, and under the system of purchase
!(i which prevails, the number of wives bears proportion to the wealth of
: the husband. Concubinage is permitted, and no idea of purity or virtue
is permitted to exist. Witchcraft is the great leading feature of the
Kafir religion, and “witch doctors” are its priests. In those places
where British influence does not exist a system is regularly carried out
by means of which men with property are sacrificed to the rapacity of
the chiefs. A witch doctor “ smells out” some person who has caused,
or is causing, sickness or some evil. Cruel tortures, followed by death,
are immediately applied to the unfortunate victim, and his wives and
cattle taken from him. This is an everyday occurrence among the
Kafirs, and urgent representations are very frequently made to British
colonial authorities upon the subject. The Kafirs believe in a Supreme
Being, but most of their rites are connected with the worship of tlieir
deceased ancestors, whose ghosts they endeavour to propitiate. A
Spiritualist of the nineteenth century holds a belief something similar,
aud no doubt could fraternise with these savages on the same “ religious
platform.” Christianity has made no real impression upon them,
although the great intelligence and aptitude for learning of the people
has been proved at one or two well-conductcd industrial institutions.
To use the words of an officer of the Government, who spent many years
among them, “ The Gospel has been preached to them for the last fifty
years, and some attempts have been made towards civilising them ; but
the Kafirs, nationally considered, remain just as they ever were; no
visible difference can be discerned. They are as perfectly heathen now
as they were in the days of Vander Kemp (one of the first missionaries,
1798), and so they ever will continue so long as their political government continues to exist in its present pagan form.” This extract points
to the fact which Sir George Grey thoroughly recognised, and of which
the governments of the colonies and the states of South Africa must be
well aware, that unless the power of the witch doctors be destroyed,
neither can civilisation progress, security be secured, nor Christianity
prosper. The one great means of stirring up strife, fomenting war, and
binding the people to their cruel and infamous religion, is the super
stitious belief iu the powers and influence of their priests, commonly
known as witch-doctors. Physically, the Kafir races are particularly
fine, stalwart, well-formed, manly, and brave. They are also intelligent, and there are now in aud on the borders of the colony a number of
Christians among them.—The Month.
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Mr. O’Sullivan, and printed and circulated with sheets for signatures, at
the expense of the Association. About eleven hundred signatures were
collected and forwarded to Paris, and, although the petition has not been
yet presented, northedesiredresult attained, the efforts made in his behalf
have been fully appreciated by M. Leymarie, and have cemented the
bond of union between .the Spiritualists of England and the Spiritists of
France.
At the end of September M. Aksakof, the noble promoter and repre
sentative of Spiritualism in Germany and Russia, paid a visit to England
in search of mediums for the Russian investigation of Spiritual phe
nomena, which had been set on foot by the University of St. Petersburg.
A special reception to M. Aksakof and his friend M. Butlerof, Professor
of Chemistry at the St. Petersburg University, was given at these rooms
on the Gtti October, at which Mr. Martin R. Smith presided. In an
interesting speech M. Aksakof detailed the object of his visit, an object
which, you will have seen with regret, he has failed to attain, through no
fanlt of his own. MM. Aksakof and Butlerof spent a portion of almost
every day of their stay in the reading-room of the Association, and
many pleasant horn’s were enjoyed by those who held converse with
them.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.
Last Tuesday, the annual general meeting of the British National
Association of Spiritualists was held at 38, Great Russell-street, Lon
don, under the presidency of Mr. Henry D. Jencken, M.R.I., Barristerat-Law. The members present were Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald,
M.S. Tel. E. ; Mrs. D. Fitz-Gerald ; Miss Houghton ; Mr. George R.
Tapp ; Mr. Martin R. Smith ; Mr. C. Carter Blake, Doct. Sc. ;. Captain;Jnhn James; Mr. Stanhope T. Speer and Mrs. Speer; Miss Withall ;
Miss H. Withall ; Mr. Alexander Calder ; Mrs. Maltby; Mr. Edward
T. Bennett; Mr. I1. B. Barkas.F.G.S.; Mr. D. H. Wiison, M.A., and
Mrs. Wilson ; Mr. W. H. Harrison ; Mr. Richard Pearce ; Mr. J. L
Morse; Mr. J. H. Andre; Mr. Thomas Blyton ; Mrs. Wiseman; Mrs.
Makdougall Gregory ; Mr. J. Frederick Collingwood ; Mr. Morell
Theobald; Dr. George Sexton; Mrs. Lowe; Mr. Knningnle Cook,
LL.D., and Mrs. Cook ; Mr. H. Cook ; Mr. W. D. Meers and Mrs.
Meers ; Mr. T. Everitt; Mr. G. H. Andrews; Mr. W. E. Bassett;
Mr. Joseph Ivimey ; . Mr. Chnklns Edward Williams ; Miss Lottie
Fowler; Mr. Algernon Joy, M.I.C.E., Honorary Secretary ; and Miss
Kislidgbuky, Secretary to the Association.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

THE ANNUAL RETORT,
1

In the month of November the Association held its annual conference,
also at these rooms. The opening meeting was made the occasion of
giving a welcome to Mr. J. J. Morse, the well-known trance lecturer,
who had just then returned from a lengthened and successful tour in the
United States. This meeting was held at the Cavendish Rooms, and
was presided over by our veteran friend and co-worker, Mr. Benjamin
Coleman. Mr. Morse’s account of his travels and the state of American
Spiritualism was listened to with great interest by a crowded audience.
The meeting was a financial success, a surplus of £5 5s. being handed
to Mr. Morse at the close of the entertainment.
The conference meetings were four in number, and extended over two
days. The subjects treated of were—Healing Mediumship, by Mr.
Shorter ; Nature and Varieties of Mediumship, by Mr. W. H. Harrison ;
The Twofold Nature of Man, by Mr. T. Everitt; The Influence of
Spiritualism on the Working Classes, by Mr. J. T. Rhodes ; Combined
Action amongst Spirtualists, by Mr. T. Blyton ; Spiritualism as a
Religious Influence, by Mr. E. T. Bennett, Mr. J. J. Morse, and Mrs.
Parkes; The British National Association of Spiritualists, by Mr.
Martin R, Smith ; Popular Errors in Spiritualism, by Mr. H. T.
Humphreys ; and Spiritualism and its Critics, by Mr. J. T. Markley.
The chair was occupied by Dr. Sexton, Mr. J. Lamont, Mr, Martin
Smith, and Mr. Everitt respectively. The meetings were well attended,
many members coming up from tlin country for the purpose, and more
favourable reports appeared in the daily papers than have perhaps ever
before been accorded to the meetings of Spiritualists. The Conference
was followed by a course of four trance lectures by Mr. J. J. Morse on
Sunday evenings at the Cleveland Hall, under the auspices of the
Association. Special subscriptions being given towards the expenses,
the trifling loss of 3s. 7d. only was incurred ; but the bad weather at
that season (November), and other causes, combined to thin the
audiences, and the attendance was not as great as could have been
desired,
B s
N ’
. .
The next u^fm worlr UMCTtmum by flw cotmcu wm urn 5rgrnioatrod
of" fo’^igilitly discussind . mettingo, whith began on hmrmmbw 22nd,
and 'J’mtmuiM eve’ a parted of nro modths. Attentkrn was givra to Um
suhject °f m^mrnism hi wim foms, to ^ririt, ^mtography, rmd
’t1^’ classns nf spirdt m^mfratahOT. Many mtere^ng foots vrere
b’°ught fOTWa’d and Umon^ dmeumred, and a mass °f mterMtmg hiformati°n Mmited from wpaiffirad Spmtu^fote, such as D’. GuHy,
Mr' C- F. Varley, and
othnko. lhe rec°rds °f th^ discuooi5ds
wils i,°rm a Htoreture °f pnrmanndt value, and wiH be read with mterei t
Splkitualism finds! a footing. Amtmg ouroelvns Um resuR has
been the f°r'mati5n ofan Exptrimenta| R^^reh C’mrnittre f°r fobufotrng
and H^^hying the facts °f mndiumship in Hie miumw °f ’thw scientific bodies ; °n the wh°le, pekhapo the fflMt inpOTtumt w°rk that can
be undektaknn by tU a ^icmty as oum.
He soirees have been held monthly throughout the year, and are now
^H-^uppOTtrng.
. .
_
Of late an attempt has
mrnto to ministe.’ to Um kequirnmndto °f
our c°untry mmtare by rn^hMtog a reum °f tectere^ t° be dehvered
by Dr. Sexton, at various towns in the North of England. The lecturer’s
fees have been paid by the Association, and Dr. Sexton seems to have
met with his usual sueenss•
The Council has done what it could to assist some nf the industrious
and deserving workers in our movement. Donations have been severally
made in aid °f tiie labouro °f Dr. Sexto^ M’. R. Cogman, and Mre.
Bun°ck. The ,same help w^ pfiered towards Um
°f Um
Doughty Ha|1 Sunday Free MMtfflgfl, bid was dwh^d by M’. Burdo.

The following annual report, which had been unanimousSy adopted at
the last meeting of the Council, was then read by the Secretary :—
To the Members of the British National Association of Spiritualists.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In presenting to you our report for the past year, it may he well,
before entering into the details of the work we have accomplished, to
compare the present position of the Association with that which it
occupied the last time we had the pleasure of meeting in general
assembly.
The Association had then been but a short time in possession of the
premises which it still occupies, and the benefit of which was then a
doubtful, or, rather, an unproved experiment. Since then the wisdom
of taking a commodious house instead of mere offices for business pur
poses lias become thoroughly apparent. This house is looked upon by
all who are in the habit of visiting it as a home, where those interested
in our great subject are able to resort for social intercourse, as well as
for purposes of business and study. Nothing could be better evidence
of this than the number of members who have been added tn our list
since we have been located here, and the fact that a large proportion of
those have, by their own admission, joined the Association in consequence
of a visit to our rooms. Only the other day a member from Newcastle,
who spent a few hours here, expressed himself so well pleased with all
he saw that, though not a frequent visitor in London, he at once doubled
his subscription. At the conference last November a gentleman from
Liverpool, who had been for some tune on our books as a member, but
had never paid any subscription nor taken any interest in the Associa
tion, on visiting this establishment expressed his great satisfaction with i.! I
all the arrangements, and desired to be re-elected as a guinea member. j
Several members have increased their subscriptions for the year 187C, iji
j
partly in order to share in the advantages nf the lending library7, and j j
i(i
partly from a desire to aid in keeping up an establishment which, if some- L
what costly, they feel to be worthy of support. Altogether, since the iji
month of April last year, when the Council held its first sitting here, iji
105 new members have been elected, giving an average of between eleven iji
and twelve per month, as against six per month during the previous year ; I ji
of these eiglity-two are resident in London; fifty-three in the provinces; i
twenty-six are hnnokrr•y members ; three have retired, and one has been iji
lost tn us by death. Altogether twenty-two members have resigned iji
membership during the year. The entire number nf nur members is at ji
present 403; nf these forty-eight are honorary members, which leaves ib
855 paying members. By the report which your Finance Committee I
presented at the end of the year 1875 it will be seen that during that j
year the subscriptions and donations from members amounted tn ij
£‘273 10s. 0d., a sum evidently inadequate to support the expenses of i
the Association, but which was supplemented by contributions to the iu
guarantee fund tn the amount nf £198 17s. 6d., and by the proceeds of i I
the bazaar, £102 7s. 3d. It has been found that this year’s expenses j i
will also necessitate a call upon the guarantee fund ; but should our iji
members increase as rapidly this year as they have done during the last, iji
there is ktao°d to hope that the ordinary funds will be sufficient, cr iji
nearly so, tn meet all current expenses. The account of income and i i
expenditure appears in full at the end nf this report.
i i
We will now give some account nf the work accomplished by your ij
C°uncil du’mg the past year.
i i
At the annual meeting in May last you were informed that the Board i j
nf Trade had refused tn register the Association, on the ground that it iji
did not come within the meaning nf the Companies Act ; that is to say, iji
that it was not formed for the promotion of “ science, art, religion, iji
charity, or any other useful object.’’ As the articles which had been it
SEAnceS
prepared with a view to registration differed, of necessity, in some i I
.
„
.
points from nur original rules, a new and completely revised edition of iji . It ’nmaids tn lwrfiM the seances which .’mm begun firet at wide
these was issued shortly afterwards ; they have been found to work iji ldtn’vrls, and a’e n°w, toreugh Urn gene’°sity °f M’. Cha’les Blackadmirably, and have served as a basis for the regulations of other iji buro, tinted °n wUy with g’eat succeos. Up to Um
M’.
societies. In the month of June the attention nf the Council was called i i Williams and Mr. Eglinton have been employed, both nf which excellent
by one of its members to the persecuteon in Baris of M. Leymakln, editor i i mediums have given the greatest satisfaction. Last summer two seances
ot the Revue Spirits, and Mr. Firman, a young American medium, in iji
iie|d by Mre. H^dy, °f Nmv Lo’k ; Um ^mfo’d brothnrs have
consequence of their alleged complicity with the fraudulent phntogra- iji also sat ^’G and Mrs. Oliye recmv^ mttere w^ldy at Um p’esent Unm.
pher, Edouard Buguet. Steps were taken to collect evidence in favour iji Ou’ wetnw ’°°m h^ s5mntimno alsn
let to mnmbero fn’their
nf the reality, in certain crsno, of spirit-photography, and nf matei-iali- j j
R™1 the C5™^ ’°nm has dsn Imm rngi^d f°’commUtee
saLon ; and the number of letters and legal attestationo forwarded on iji nrefrtmjts, thereby M^tmg to ctefreythe ^’mw&it
°f the
this occasion to Baris by nur members may be seen by reference to the ijj AMoemtitm.
Buguet-Ltymarin trial in the Proces des Spirites. A petition for prtoed- ijj
trizi: msays.
tation to the French president for the remission nf the unjust sentence j i
The medals for the first year’s prize essays, on the subject, “ The
upon Ltymakln was drawn up by nur corresponding member in Paris^
Probable Influence nf Spiritualism on the Religious, Moral, and Social
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sey, Barrister-at-Law, Rev. W. W. Newbould, Mr. Martin R. Smith
Mr. St. George W. Stock, M.A., Mr. M. J. Walhouse, F.R.A.S., Mr. H.
Wedgwood, Mrs. Wiseman, Miss IT. Withall.

Condition of Society/’ have been awarded to Miss Anna Blackwell and
Mr, G. F. Green respectively. It lias been decided to print tlic essays,
and it is expected that they will appear very shortly.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

ALLIANCE OF KINDRED SOCIETIES.

Although a year ago only one local society, the Liverpool Psycholo
gical Society, had accepted onr proffered hand of brotherhood, several
others, both at home and abroad, have since entered into terms of
friendly alliance with us. The first example, in the month of July last,
was set by L’ Union Spirite et Magnetique, of Brussels, which has itself
since become the centre of a National Confederation of Belgian
Spiritists, formed on the model of our Association. This was quickly
followed by the newly-formed Brixton Psychological Society, in the
month of August; by the Buda-Pestli Society of Hungarian Spiritists,
with whose patrons, the Baron and Baroness Von Vay, onr Association
has always been on close terms of friendship; by the Dalston Asso
ciation of Inquirers into Spiritualism; aud, latterly, by the Cardiff
Spiritual Society. Mutual privileges have been interchanged, and we
are all working in harmony together. A correspondence has lately
been set on foot with the chief Spanish societies, both on the European
aud Americau Continents—societies representing many thousand pro
fessors of the doctrines of Spiritism. In the United States, where
Spiritualists are less organised than in countries of older civilisatiou,
no alliance of societies with our Association has taken place, but our
relations with the most eminent Spiritualists, and with the leading
newspapers of that country, are of the most satisfactory nature. The
same may be said of Paris, the Hague, Leipsic, and St. Petersburg.
The last event we have to chronicle is the recent adjustment of our
relations with The Spiritualist newspaper. A discussion having arisen
on the question of Mr. Harrison’s occupancy of a room on the premises
of the Association, an agreement has been entered into with Mr.
Harrisou, terminating in March next.
We have now but to enumerate those kind friends who have, at
various times during the past year, beeu the benefactors of the Asso
ciation. Mr. Charles Blackburn, who has defrayed the expense of
twenty-four seances, thereby making them nominally free to our mem
bers, and entirely so to investigators ; Mr. Martin Smith, who has
given handsome presents of books to the library, in addition to large
donations to all our objects, and various other favours; Mr. Calder, the
donor of the two valuable oil-paintings which adorn the walls of our
readiug-room; Mr. Martheze, Mr. Whitear, Mr, A. Tod, Mr. T. E.
Partridge, who presented ns with twenty-live musical boxes, for our
own use and for the benefit of our funds; Mr. Edmands, Mr. Dixon,
and Sir Charles Isham; also Mrs. Everitt, who has kiudly given
numerous free seances to our members. To all of these and many
others our thanks are due for gifts and favours of various kinds. We
must also, in justice, include Mr. W. H. Harrison, the Editor of The
Spiritualist, who has reported our meetings and inserted many of our
advertisements free of cost, introduced a large number of influential
members, aud generally endeavoured to forward the interests of the
Association.
The work which your Council has effected will, we venture to hope,
appear to you to have been, on the whole, of a character likely to
enhance the strength and dignity of our movement, by placing Spirit
ualism before the world in a form which it has not hitherto been
encouraged to assume—a form which will stand the rigid investigation
of the critical, and satisfy, to some exteut at least, the demands of the
scientific mind.
Income and Expenditure Account for Ike gear ending December 31, 1875.
Receipts.

Expenditure.

Balance from 1874 ......................
Subscriptions, 1S75 ..................
Donations.....................................
Guarantee Fund.........................
Bazaar account ..........................
Interest account.......................
Seances, balance still in hand ...

11
10
0
17

Public Meetings, etc...................
Donations.....................................
Stationery and printing ..........
Bent, rates, etc.............................
Advertising.................................
Postage.........................................
Salaries.........................................
Furnishing account and library
Soirees, etc. (loss) ......................
Housekeeping and sundries ...
Balance.........................................

10
0

£595 17
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£
0
8
36
79
35
14
130
201
3
15
57

s.
1G
S
16
11
16
7
4
4
15
11
5

8

Audited and found correct,
Morell Theobald, Chairman. j. Finance Committee, February, 1876.
Alexander Calder,
Martin R. Smith, Hon. Treasr.

Signed on behalf of the Council,
Alexander Calder, Chairman.
The adoption of the report was moved by Mr. Algernon Joy, aud
seconded by Mrs. Makdougall-Grcgory.
Mr. E. Dawson Rogers moved au amendment, that the words “gene
rally endeavoured to forward the interests of the Association ’’ be
omitted. This was seconded by Miss Houghton, supported by Mr.
Everitt, and negatived by the meeting by a majority of twenty-two to
eight.
Mr. Rogers moved that the vote be taken by proxy instead of by show
of hands, but withdrew his demand at the request of Mr. Bennett.
The report was then unanimously adopted.
ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.

Mr. Morell Theobald and Mr. D. H. Wilson, M.A., were appointed
scrutineers to count the votes by proxy. After doing so, the following
twenty-six members were declared duly elected to serve upon the
Council:—Mr. A. Calder, Mr. W. H. Coffin, Rev. T. Colley, Mrs. Keningale Cook, Mr. N. F. Dawe, Mr.D. G. Fitz-Gcrald, M.S.Tel.E., Mrs. D.
G. Fitz-Gerald, Mr. A. (Jlendinning, Mrs. Makdougall-Gregory, Mrs.
Honywood, Mr. C. T. Hook, Mr. Geo. Hudson, Sir Chas. Isham, Bart.,
Mr. H. D. Jenclcen, Barrister-at-Law, Mr. Algernon Joy, M.I.C.E., Mr.
George King, F.S.S., Mrs, Maltby, Mr. F. W. Mansell, Kir. C. E, Mas

Mr. Andre and Mr. Henry Cook were unanimously appointed auditors
for the ensuing year on behalf of the ordinary members of the Associa
tion.
The following amended motion by Mr. Tapp was then passed_ “ That,
in addition to the Annual General Meeting in May, another general
meeting be held in each year.’’
Mr. A. Joy moved that the following words be added—“And that no
election of officers or members of Council shall take place at such
second annual general meeting.”
Mr. Tapp said that was what he intended, and that he wished the
words to be added to the resolution. The object of a second annual
meeting was, that a large and important Association like that should
have au opportunity of talking over its public affairs twice a year instead
of once.
Mr. Rogers said that there was no necessity to make the proposed
addition, because the rules provided against two elections in a year.
Mr. Joy’s addition to the resolution was consequently not made.
The following, ameuded resolution by Mr. E. T. Bennett was then
passed—“That it would be desirable for the Couucil to arrange two or
more Conferences, to be held during the summer at some of the prin
cipal provincial centres of Spiritualism, such as Liverpool, Birmingham,
and Newcastle, by invitation from Spiritualists in such localities, the
t interest and support of local Spiritualists being as much as possible
aroused to render the Conferences successful.”
Mr. Calder moved, and Mr. Tapp seconded, a vote of thanks to Mr.
Jencken for the ability with which he had conducted the business of the
ineetiug as chairman.
This was carried unanimously, and the proceedings closed.
(

'
j
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We are glad to be able to state that news has recently been received
that Mr.John Lamont is fast recovering from the effects of iujuries
which he suffered in a recent railway collision.
A telegram informs us that Mr. Eglinton is so prostrated by illness
at the house of Mr. Harries, of Landport, Portsmouth, as to be unable
to travel.
Reception at Mrs. Makdougall Gregory's.—Last Saturday night
Mrs, Makdougall Gregory, of 21, Green-street, Grosvenor-square,
Loudon, gave a reception to Spiritualistic and other friends, amoug
whom were Mr. Eyre, Lady Milford, Dr. J. M. Gully, Mr. aud Mrs.
Hoffmau, Lady Vere Cameron, Mrs. Limoud Strong, the Misses Strong,
Mr. W. H. Harrisou, Count Wimpffen, the Countess Wimpffen, Mr.
Davidsou, Mr. George Sutherland, Mr. Algernon Joy, Lady Georgiana
Hobart, Mr. and Mrs. Cholmondeley Pennell, Mr. Bennett, Mr.
Barber, Mr. Stainton-Moses, Miss Hope, and Mr. Drummond, of Hawtliornden.
A Death Warning.—The Birmingham Daily Post says that 11 the
circumstances of the death of Thomas Lord Lyttleton in 1770 were of
the most extraordinary kind, the day and hour of his dissolution having,
it is said, been foretold to him ; and though his friends altered all the
clocks in his house to dispel his gloom, die he did at the time named.
There is such authentication of this story that the explaining of it away
has never been satisfactorily achieved, aud it was a ghost story which
even Dr. Johnson was willing to believe. The title became extinct with
the death of this nobleman, to whom a curt inscription in Hagley
church is devoted; but it was revived again in 1791, in the person of
William Henry, Governor of Carolina Couuty, Jamaica.”
Spiritualism in Liverpool.—We have received the following cha
racteristic letter;—“ To iny Sister and Brother Spiritualists, in town
and country. May it please you!—I beg to notify, herewith, that (God
willing) Meyerbeer Hall, 5, Hardman-street, in the centre of this towu
of Liverpool, will be inaugurated as a new Temple of Truth, or Spiritual
Church of the Future, on Whit Sunday next, June 4th, when it is hoped
that all friends of 1 The Cause Divine ’ (to whom it may not be incon
venient or disagreeable) will lend the favour of their countenance,
either by' personal attendance or sympathy of soul; i.e., if separated in
body, uot disunited in spirit. Mrs. Nosworthy has kindly consented to
give an address in the evening, at seven o’clock, on ‘ Alleged Experi
ences of the Future Life,’ and I hope to make some introductory
observations, at three o’clock, on 1 The Vocation of the Truthseeker in
this our Age and Nation.1 Mr. John Priest will preside. Fraternally
ever, William Hitchman, M.D.”
Mr. J. J. Morse in tiie Provinces.—Ou Sunday last Mr. J. J. Morse
delivered two trance addresses in the Islington Assembly Rooms, Liver
pool, to fair aud appreciative audiences. On Whit-Suuday next the
meetings held as above 'will be removed to Meyerbeer Hall, Hardmanstreet, Liverpool, Dr. William Hitchman having geuerously undertaken
the responsibility of so doing. On Monday evening, the 22ud inst., Mr.
Morse delivered a trance address—the first public one ever given—iu
the Temperance Hall, Sheffield, Mr. Councillor Bacon in the chair; a
good audience was present. A committee selected a subject, aud an
excellent address was given, which was warmly applauded at the dose.
Mr. Morse proceeds to Jersey this evening, and will deliver trance
addresses in the Prince of Wales’s Rooms, Jersey, on the nights of May
30th, 31st, and .Time 1st; Lieut.-Col. Fawcitt will preside on each occa
sion. Mr. Morse will afterwards speak as follows: Doughty Hall,
Bedford-row, Loudon, Sunday, June 4tli, 7 p.m.; Newcastle-on-Tyne,
Sunday' and Mouday, June 11th and 12th ; Liverpool to follow ; Halifax,
June 25th. All letters to be addressed, Mr. J, J. Morse, Warwick
Cottage, Old Ford-road, Bow, London, E.
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the subject evidently improving, and keeping the clumsy “trickery”
twaddle carefully within certain limits. I read a little attempt at
ridicule in The Manchester Critic. It amuses, helps digestion, and
pays.
C. Reimers,

Wttgj.
LIFE—NOT DEATH.

On the departure at Easter of a dear young friend.
Strew not poor flowers o’er his grave,
Things with ill tidingsjrife ;
The tokens which our spirits crave
Should toll of joy and life,
For greater beauty decks his tomb
Than any earth-bora wreaths that bloom.
The loving word, the kindly smile,
When caros our life o’orcast;
The bright young spirit to beguile
Our own, when youth was past::
All evor bloom in memory
Among the things which never die.
The tale your passing flower tolls
Is one of death and woe ;
So chimo tho merry Eastor bells
That all around may know!
A pure young soul with Christ is risen,
Another angol lives in hcavon.
Or shouldst thou cry, “ Alas ! alas 1
Lord, give him back to mo ; ”
Your honest prayer may bring to pass
A vision fair to see—■
A sight too good for common oyes,
Which faith to holy lovo supplies.
Thou Source of light, these visions raro
To Thy poor sons bo given,
Still living on with him to sharo
In Thee some glimpse of heaven ;
For honven, Thou hast said, shall bo
Within the soul that lives for Thee.

May 2G, 1876.

A MATEr^lA^I^rSA^T^rON SEANCE.

Sir,—We had a very striking sitting for materialisation with Miss
Lottie Fowler on Saturday last. The company consisted of Mr.
Bydder, R.N., and his wife, Mr. Forster, Mr. Poole, Mr. and Mrs.
Regan, and myself. Miss Fowler’s bedroom was converted into a
cabinet by curtains across the doorway, and previous to the sitting wc
were invited in to make a thorough search. I looked under the bed,
the only place where a person could be concealed, and locked the doors,
leaving the only open access through the sitting-room in which we
were. My chair was within six feet of the doorway, with a very good
light. Three figures in white came out into the room, of different
sizes, from two or three inches taller than the medium to two or three
inches shorter. The first was a young man with dark moustaches, said
to be Hendrik, a brother, I believe, of Madame Von Vay. He struck
himself sounding blows on the chest, to show, I suppose, how solid
he was, and made me examine his face within a few inches. He
asked for a pair of scissors, gathered up tlic front of his long niglitsliirt-lookiag garment into a bunch, hacked off enough of it to give
us all a piece, and then shook out the robe, showing no hole in it.
Then wc liad a nun, who also was very anxious to show mo her
face, taking my hand and passing it all over her features, and
rubbing it strongly down her nose, making me clearly feel that
it was no mask. She called up each in turn, kissing Mrs. Bydder.
Then we had a shorter figure, who said she would try to bring out Miss
Fowler into the room, but we were not to expect that she would do that
at every sitting. On this occasion, however, she succeeded completely,
pushing her medium before her, and standing beside her against tlic
doorway in open sight of all of us, Miss Fowler all in black supported
by the white spirit, who stroked her face, led her about, and on one
occasion sank down by her side. Miss Fowler was repeatedly brought
out in this way, and the two must have been together before our eyes
for more than five minutes. Finally the spirit went inside, leaving Miss
Fowler to recover from her trance before us. As soon as she was
awake we went inside tho bedroom, found both doors locked, and no one
there. I looked under the bed again.
II. Wedgwood.

E. A. Cox.

aroriT'ppoiiticncE'.
[Great freedom is given to correspondents who sometimes express opinions diamelrically opposed
to those of this journal and its readers.]
SPIRITUALISM IN NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM.

Sir,—The committee of the Newcastlc-on-Tyne Society of Spiritualists at Weir’s-court, Ncwgate-street, have instructed me to inform
the Spiritualists in the counties of Northumberland and Durham, that
it is the intention of the society to hold a conference on Sunday, June
lltli, at the Freemasons’ Old Hall, Newcastle. The object is to make
an organised effort to further the cause of Spiritualism; to utilise local
mediumship; and to bring the various centres of Spiritualism into greater
unity of action. Therefore, all Spiritualists or secretaries of societies
who are desirous of aiding in the above plan will greatly oblige by communicating with us at once. The morning meeting, at 10.30, will be
devoted to receiving reports, along with suggestions for carrying on the
work, by the formation of a district committee. The afternoon meeting,
beginning at 2.30 p.m,, will be occupied in electing a general executive
to carry out the designs of the committee ; after which, at 4.30 p.m., tea
will be provided, tickets, Is. each. In the evening, at 7 o’clock, a
public meeting will be held (admission free), at which Mr, J. J. Morse
will be present. A cordial invitation is extended to all who are desirous
of working for the cause.
Jas. T. Rhodes,
Corresponding Secretary to the Newcastle Society,
SO, Tyuemoutli-road, Newcastle-on-Tyno.
MR. EGLINTON IN MANCHESTER—REMARKABLE MOULD OF A MATERIALISED
SPIRIT HAND.

Sir,—I -vent with Mr. Oxley to see the gentleman who obtained
through Mr. Eglinton’s mediumship a mould of a female hand under
circumstances which, as stated in my last, cast suspicion on the honesty
of Mr. Eglinton, although, it seemed to me, more from the manner the
facts were viewed than in their intrinsic force as evidence ; as in most
cases where truth is caught by the lobster-fangs of suspicion. It is,
therefore, to me a pleasant duty to state the real facts as they present
themselves to us towards Mr. Eglinton’s vindication. Instead of the
alleged difference of colour in the mould, we found none whatever; the
mould was clean, the remainder of the paraffin dirty. The colouring
stuff, also, had sunk to the bottom to a large extent, and the spirit had
successfully fished out the clean surface of the mixture.
The mould is a most interesting one. The skin-marks are clearly
discernible, although few and far between. Its general appearance is
that of a decayed hand; it has crampy contractions; but the most
remarkable feature is the extreme thinness of the thumb. I have well
studied the flexibility of moulds when still warm, and learnt to be
exceedingly cautious as to dematerialisation, even where no slit-line is
perceptible. If I can with one eye perceive the greater part of the
inside, without shifting the point of view, I do not believe in it, but
accept “ extrication,” in spite of some curvature. The effacing of nearly
all the finer marks in this mould leads me to believe in the extraction of
the hand whilst the wax was still very soft. Rut the unnatural small
ness of the thumb is the puzzle. Pressure on a warm mould may
flatten or distort, but the space of the hollow fingers remains the same.
Here the whole length of thumb is strikingly in disproportion, and
looks like a piece of a skeleton, rather than flesh. Whether the dipping
arrested the process of materialisation, or tlic latter could not reach the
climax, are points for reflection; and, from this point of view, the result
of Mr. Eglinton’s visit may prove scientifically valuable.

In conclusion, it gives me pleasure to find the tone of local papers on
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WAX MOULDS FROM TEMPORARILY MATERIALISED SPIRIT HANDS.

Srn,—Mr. Willie Eglinton had great success with us at our Ports
mouth circle (No. 1) on Sunday last. The great feature of the evening
was the casts of psychic or spirit hands, under the most perfect test
conditions, and in good light. The proceedings began (when, like all
good people, we had been to church) by a full-light sitting for clair
voyant purposes. Several remarkable tests of this nature were afforded
various members and visitors of our circle, whose circumstances and
spiritual surroundings could by no means have been known to Mr.
Eglinton, and ‘conviction was in this way carried to minds antagonistic
to the matter, that this phase of Spiritualism, at least, was a fact. Wc
then had a dark sitting, when the usual phenomena occurred. Tho
musical box being wound up by spirit-power, and carried playing about
the room, touching one and another in its transit. At request, tiro
music was suddenly, upon the instant, stopped, then renewed, then
played very rapidly, then very slowly, as required. One tune was also
made to shift into another, without a moment’s pause, at our will,
courteously expressed. Then two tunes were played together. Then a
strange instrument, the like of which had never been heard, was played
to the accompaniment of the musical box, weirdly beautiful. Joey said
this strange instrument was materialised for the occasion, and dissipated
again. Spirit-lights were seen, and various other matters, with direct
voices and raps, were our portion to puzzle over.
Then the cabinet sitting was formed, simply a curtained corner of tho
room. Several draped forms appeared, and walked out in light sufficient
to read by. In the dark portion of this sitting “ Ernest ” walked about
with his phosphorescent light, illuminating therewith his features and
dress. But the point of the evening previous to this was, as I have
said, the successful taking of the cast of a little hand, announced to be
that of a little fellow, a relative of tlic family of the house where wo
were gathered, and a very frequent and most welcome visitant to us
from higher spheres. One other small hand was partially cast, but the
circumstance to be particularly noted was that all was done in the light,
Mr. Eglinton’s hands being thrust through the curtain in view of all,
and inspected by several, and held by one of us throughout the entire
process. We heard the splash of the materialised glove of tlic spirit as
it was dipped into the hot paraffin, and then plunged into the cold water,
and so backwards and forwards several times, I was then told to enter
the cabinet and take charge of the pails, floating on the surface of the
cold water in the one of which was the beautiful cast so mysteriously
taken. We have just had in one of the staff of the Hampshire Tele
graph to inspect the cast before it is filled with cement, and under
microscopic scrutiny with a Stanhope lense, in the presence also of a
medical gentleman, who was with us last night when it was taken ; tlic
flesh marks and dimples are clearly seen, and a report of tlic mar
vellous matter will appear in the local press.
Thomas Colley.
11, Bo^lvun-teeraco, S8uthsoa,PIetsmoutlt,
May 22nd, I87G.

Miss Rhondda Lawrence, of Cardiff, a young lady well known and
much respected by many of the readers of these pages, and who pos
sessed medial powers, passed to the higher life a few days ago.

May 26, 1876.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,
Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Rnssell-etroot, Bloomsbury,
London, W.C.
[For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit
ualists, but the Association and The Spiritualist Newspaper and
publishing business arc not In any way connected with eaeh
other.]

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A
standard work containing interesting land well-authenticated
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains
an elaborate essay defining the. author's views of the relation
ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s. Cd.

POEMS OF PROGRESS.

Given by spirits through

the mediumship of Lizzie Dotcn. This, like the preceding work,
is a collection of beautiful poems. 7s. (id.

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H.

S. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. Tins book is dedicated to Mr.
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York, and the
book consists of descriptions of seances at which materialised
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Eddy Brothers,
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seances,
arc included in the work. 12s. (id.

NATTY, A SPIRIT ; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS
LIFE By Allan Putnam. 4s.

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND T11E POWER
which helped them to perform mighty works.

By Allan Putnam. Gs.

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces
of music, and 550 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John S. Adams.

footfalls on the boundary of another

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.

WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb
ing interest, replete with wcll-anthcnticated narratives, describ
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. Cd.

POEMS BY AOIISA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by tho Committee of

By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. Gd. t

public trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s.

THE FUTURE LifE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth

the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary,
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual
ism for two years without engaging tlic sendees of any profes
sional medium, after which they published tlie report. Original
edition, 15s; moderately abridged edition, 5s.
RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT
UALISM, Eby William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of
the physical phenomena of Spiritualism. 5s.

Sweet, with an Introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. Gd
THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, givon inspiration
ally through the medimusliip of Mrs. Maria M. King. 7s . Gd.

Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly
argument in reply to Ilumc’s “Essay on Miracles.” It also
records a Large number of interesting spiritual manifestations,
and contains some of the personal experiences of Mr. Wal
lace. 5s.

3s. Gd.
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the
testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave. 5s.

by Epes Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti
cated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also .given. 5s.

HEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by

BLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE,
CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Serald Massey.
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism.
bound, with gilt edges. 2s.

Neatly

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W.
Edmonds, Jndgc of tlic Supreme Court, New York. U.S. This
book consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific
aspects of Spiritualism. 3s. Cd.

whEre are the dead? or, spiritualism

EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binney, A practically useful work
for Inquirers, giving general information about English profes
sional and noil-professional mediums, also about the periodical
and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM

IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman. Contains important
facts connected with the early movement in this country with
which the author was identified, and an accouut of some of the
most remarkable of his personal experiences. Is.
W11AT AM 1? Vol. H., by E. W. Cox, Serjeant-rtLaw. An introduction to Psychology. This book admits tho
reality of some of the Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism, but
argues that they are produced by an alleged Psychic Force,
unconsciously governed in Its action by the thoughts of the
medium or the spectators. 8s. The first volume of this book,
which deals chiefly with Physiology, is out of print.
GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev.
F. G. Lee. D.C.L. This ncwly-^jublislied book contains Facts
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions,
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. The author admits the
reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern Spiritual
ism to be diabolical, lie, however, gives valuable facts, pre
viously unpublished, and prints tlic only authorised and com
plete account of the Apparition seen by one of the ancestors of
Lord Lyttlcton. 2 Yols., crown Svo.. 15s.
REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the
mediumship of Mrs. Maria M. King. This book professes to give
life experiences, scenes. Incidents, and conditions illustrative of
spirit life. The preface wiys ^“Experienced spirits state pro
positions to man in the flesh as they would state them to each
other, expecting or hoping that they will not be taken for
granted because uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in
the light of all the reason and expericnc-e possessed by those
who receive their Instructions. '* 5s. (kl.
PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged
ability, gives an account of the materialisation of Spmts in
England ami America during the past few years in the presence
Of Uunoiis mediums, and, as a rule., before educated witnesses
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology,
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her
taken by Mr. Harrison by the aid of the magnesium light. 5s.
MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by tho Iicv.
William Momitford. The author is an acute and vigorous
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents : The
Anti-Supe^lrturallsln of the Present Age; Science aiul the
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Be
lieving Spirit; The Scriptures and Pieumatology; Miracles
and ^Science: tho Spirit
*
and the Prophets Thereof; Anti
Supernatural Misunderstanding; tlic Last Ecstatic; Matter
and Sp^^ri.; the Outburst of Snir^tu^^^^m; Thoughts on Spiri
tualism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles
and Piieumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the
Uhl Testament and the New; the Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit ;
Jesus aiul Resurrection; tho Church and the Spirit. inno.,
500 pp. Cloth 10s. Gd

ALLAN KARDEC’S “SPIRITS' BOOK" (Blackwell).
7s 0d.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton,

hi

this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor ot
Geology in
employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
by vision events connected with the early history of geological
*
specimens
these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and other
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwcra
auiTonnded. The author also scut his clairvoyants to examine
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the
inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
sensitives as tho visions passed before their eyes. The substance
of a review of this book in " The Spiritualist ” was to the dicct
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also
possesses sufllcieut intelligence to select clairvoyants who would
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives
therefore narrows itself down to the question of tho reliability
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac
curate results and sometimes inaccurate results. The review
further expresses tho oplnusi that if ever interplanetary com
munication should be established It will be by means of clair
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood
spiritual powers in man. Threo Yds. 24s.: or 8s. per single
volume.

POEmS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits

through the mediumship of Lizzie Dotcu. The accusation is some
times madejby disbelievers that spirit messages are of aitrumpery
character, but those beautiful poems give evidence that all spirit
utterances are not so. “The Prolmeey of Vala,” published
n this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen
Poe, Is better thaii any which that poet wrotoiduring the whole
or his life on earth. Best edition, gilt, lUs. O; cheap edition,
7s. td. ,

THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PllYSIOAL
MAN SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle.
This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon,
and details the history of his subsequent development. 7s. Gd.
THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS ; OR, GENESIS
AND GEOLOGY, By William Denton. 3s.

MORAL PHYSIOLOGY.

By Robert Dale Owen.

AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a
vision of scenes in the Spirit Land. 3s. Gd.

BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY.
Christian spirit-messages given through the mediumship of F. J.
T. (Part one), Gd.
HEAVEN OPENED, containing further descriptions of,
and advanced teachings from the Spirit Land. (Part two). Gl.
HINTS FOE THE EVIDENCES OP SPIRITUAL
ISM, by M. P. 2s. Gd.
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.; contains
exiieriments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will.
2s. Cd.

STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair
voyant. (is.
THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem.
By Lizzie Dotcu. 2s.

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d.
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive
principles, 5s. 6(1

FLASHES

iii

SPIRITUALIST.

THE

OF

LIGHT

FROM THE

SPIRIT

WORLD. Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. Gd.

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. Cd.
CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s.
DENTON’S POEMS. 2s.
RADICAL DISCOURSES,by William Denton. Gs.GL.
RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. Gs. Gd.
OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. Gd.
BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan lVrrLlo. (Mrs. Wood's
translation.) 7s. Gd.

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s.
THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Peebles.
7s. Cd.

ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s.
STATUVOLENCE ; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM
BULISM. 7s. Gd.

MRS. CROWE’S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.
MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma
Ilardinge. 15s.

TIIE TWO WORLDS, by Brovior. 12s. Gd.
GLIMPSES OF A BR1G1ITERLAND. An interesting
little book, containing messages given by Spirits through the
Writing Mediumship) of a Lady. 2s. Gd.

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and
Dr. Daniel 11. Tuke. 25s.

APPARITIONS, by Newton Cropland, 2s. Gd.
TIIE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU,
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the
Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon
Callaway. M D., in three parts. 12s.
OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS' INVESTIGATION
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
by Thomas P. Barkas.

APPARITIONS; A NARRATIVE OF FACTS,by the
Rev. Bouchier Wrcy Saville, M.A. 4s. Cd.

HESPERIA. Foems, by CoraL. V. Tappan. Gs.
ARCANA OF NATURE. Two Vols. By Hudson
Tnttle. Cs. per Vol.

ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM, by Hudson Tuttle.
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson
Tuttle. 2s. Gd.

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE, A Collection of Songs for
the use of Spiritualists. Is. Paper, Cd.

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAFT, by Sir Walter
Scott. Gs.

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH.

A Record ot Strange

Apparitions, R^emarkable Dreams, etc. 3s. Gd.

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY

OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammariou. Cs.

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO
BIOGRAPHY OF TUE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase.
4s. Gd.

NATURE'S LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. An Ex
position of Spiritualism. Gs.

VOICES FROM THE STIRIT WORLD, being Com
munications from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post.
5s. Gd.

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by
J. O. Barrett and J. M, Peebles.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION

THE COMING- MAN.

Py the Rcv. James Smith

formerly Editor of the "Family Herald.” (2 Vols.) 10s

WORKS BV ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,
s d.
The “ Poughkeepsie Sew."
15 0
Nacre's Divine Revelations
.
.
.
7 6
The Physician. Vol. I. Gt. Harmonla
.
.
7 6
Tlie Teacher.
,, II.
„
.
.
7 6
The Seer.
„Ill,
,.
.
,
7 6
The Reformer. „ IV.
,. .
,
.
7 G
The Thinker.
.. V.
„ .
.
.
Magic Staff. An Autobiography of A. J. Davis .
7 <5
3 G
A Stellar Key to the Summer Land
.
.
7 G
Arabula, or Divine Guest ....
5 0
Approaching-Crisis; or, Truth v. Theology.
.
7 6
Answers to Ever-reeu^rlug Questions from the People
2 0
Children's Progressive Lyceum Mannal .
.
3 fl
Death and tlic After-Life
....
3 6
History and Philosophy of Evil
.
.
.
7 6
Harbinger of Health .....
3 6
Harmonial Man; or, Thonghtsfor dic Age
.
7 6
Events in the Life of a Seer. (Memoranda.)
.
2 0
Philosophy of Special Providence .
.
.
3 6
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion
.
.
7 0
Penetralia; Containing Ilarmonial Answers
.
6 0
Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse
.
.
7 6
The Inner Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained .
7 G
The Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves .
5 0
The Fonntain, with Jets of New Meanings
.
5 0
Tale of a Physician ; or. Seeds and Fruits of Crime
2 G
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims ,
,
3 0
Conjugal Love; Truth v. Theology .
.
7 G
Morning Lectures
.
.
.
,
.

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS
s.
.. d.
Oriental Religions (Johnson)
.
.
.
.
. 24 0
Religious of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book, recom
mended by The Spiritualist Newspaper .
.
. 2 G■
Keys of the Creeds .
.
.
.
.
.
.5 0
The Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A book containing in
teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism . 14 0
Three Lectures on RndLhlinl (Eitel)
.
.
.
.5 0
History of American Socialisms •l(Noyei) .
.
.
. 18 0
The Romantic History of Bnddlia (Beal) .
.
.
. 12 6
Catena of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal)
.
.
.
.15 0
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen . 7 0
Travels of Fah-IIiau and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from
China ito India (400 a.d. and 518 a.d.}. Translated from
the Chinese by Samuel Real, B.A- Trim Coll., Cam.
. 10 G
The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of tlic Zulus,
by the Rev. Henry Callaway, M.D. In six parts .
. 1G 0
The Life and Teacliiugs of Confuelni. Translated into English,
with Preliminary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James
Legge, D.D.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.10 6
Myths aiid Ml/th-makers. Old Tales and Snnerstltloni inter
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10 G
*;
Awas-I-Hind
or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 5 0
The Life ana Works of Mencius. Translated into English
from the Chinese Classics, bynames Legge, D.D.. LL.D. . 12 0
On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Ex;S'{illation of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism,
reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photography, Faith
Will, Origin of Life, Anesthesia, and Nervous Congestion,
by Robert II. Collyer, M.D.
.
,
.
. 2 0
The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism/by John P. Brown,
Secretary of the Legatlou.of the Uuited States of Anlltiea
at Constanlmop)I.
,
.
.
...
• 12 0
Sou, Remember: au Essay ou the Discipline of the Soul beyond
the Grave, by the Rev. John Paul, R.A. .
.
. 3 6
Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North
Germany and the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. In
three vols. .......
18 0
The Koran; commonly called the Alcoran of Mahommed.
Translated Into English immediately from the original
Arabic, by George Sale .
.
.
.
.
. Ip G
The Childhood of the World, by Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S
Special edition for Schools
.
,
,
.
1 0
CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF CELE
BRATED AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS.
Price One Shilling Each.
1. Judge Edmonds i 2. Profirsor WnuDeuton t n Miss Lszzi^
Doten; 4. Mr. Lntlier Colby: 5. Mr. Isaac R. Rich; G. The late
Mr. "William White; 7. Dr. Fre(dlriek L. Il. Willis; 8. Mr. J. M.
Peebles; 9. Mr. A J. Davis; 10. Mrs. Conant.
CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR, HENRY
WARD BEECHER (who is not a Spiritualist), Is. caclt

TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS.

WIIAT IS SriRITUALlSUI? by Thomas Gales
Forster. A useful Tract for inquirers. Is.
THE MINISTRY OE ANGELS REALISED, by A. E.
Newton. Is.
THE LIFE OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. II.
Powell, Is.
TWENTY YEARS ON THE WING; a Narrative of
the Travels and Labours of a Missionary Spiritualist, by tlic Rev.
J. Murray Spear. Is.
MEDIUMS AND MEDIUMSHIP, by Thomas IL
Hazard. Gd.
ELEVEN DAYS AT MORAVIA, by T. R. Hazard,
Cd.
CLAWS OF SPIRITUALISM; a Narrative of Per
sonal Experiences in the Investigation of Spiritualism, by a
Gentleman of Education aiul Religious Culture. Is.
MESMERISM AND ITS HEALING POWER, by
Adolphus DMicr, 2s,
THE PROVINCE ,OF PSYCHOLOGY. Ry Mr. Ser
jeant Cox. is.
*
WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST, AND WHY I AM
NOT ORTHODOX, by J. R. Angcll. Judge Enmouns says of
tills little pamphlet: “There is in it a good deal of genuine
good feeling, sound common siusi, and deep thought." Gd.
REVIVALS, THEIR CAUSE AND CURE, by
Hudsoni Tuttle. 2d.
THEODORE r^^^RKER IN SPIRIT LIFE Given
inspirationally through the mediumship of Dr. F. L. II. Willis,
is.
THE DAY OF TENTECOST, AND ITS PHENO
MENA, by F. 11. Young Gd.
CONCERNING MIRACLES, by Thomas Rrovior. 3d.
ALL ABOUT CHARLES H. FORSTER, TUE
WONDERFUL MEDIUM. 2s.
ORDEAL OF LIFE. Given Psychometrieally through
the mediumship of Dr. C. Gunnell. 2s.
MEDIUMSHIP, ITS LAWS AND CONDITIONS.
by J. H. Powell. Is.
AGASSIZ AND SPIRITUALISM, by Allen Putnam.

TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 5s.

THE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
By Hugh Fanner, 1705. 2s. Cd.

ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lii, M.D. Con

tains Records of Experiments relating to Mesmerism, Somnam
bulism, and Clairvoyance, and philosophical considerations conuleted therewith. This work gained the prize offered for com
petition by the Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts
and Sciences. (Pub. at 7s. (X.) 4s.

THE GIST OF SPIRITUALISM. A course of five
Lletnles. Ry Warren Chase. 2s.
MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, WITCHCRAFT
AND MIRACLE, by Allen Putnam. Is. Gd.
IS IT THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE? by William
D Giiumng. Od.
THE ROAD TO SPIRITUALISM, by Dr. It. T.
^rIlyck| 2s.

THE

V

UOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANHKOPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,
Representing the English and American Literature ef Spirit
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spritualist Nowspapcr Branch Office, 3S, Great Bussell-street, Bloomsbury,
London, W.C.
[For pmpdses of mutual convenience the above offiee has been
rented, on the premises.of the National Association of Spirit
ualists, but the Association and The Spiritualist Newspaper and
publishing business, are not in any way connected with each
other.}
Price 7s. Gd,, cloth.

OEMS FROM TIIE INNER LIFE.

Ry
LIZZIE DOTEN. Tenth edition. This volume opens
with the wonderful experiences of the author, who is pecu
liarly gifted as a franco medium and public speaker. Her
platform labours have for a long time been unceasing, and the
deep religious and spiritual tone of her discourses have ex
tended her influence far beyond the limit of her voice, through
the instrumentality of the press. This volume contains the
gems of the inspirational utterances, given chiefly before
public audiences, under direct spirit iuflucnce. Several of
them are attributed to the spirit of Edgar A. Poe. They have
the rhythmic beauty, grandeur, and imagery of his produc
tions in earth-life. Tho Biographical Introduction gives a
succinct account of the means by which these poems are given
to the world. The peculiar influence which each spirit exer
cised over the medium is stated, and the unmistakable cer
tainty and significance of this higher phase of spiritual com
munion ispourtrayed. The book is a valuable addition to the
evidences in favour of spirit intercourse and of its ennobling
tendencies.—Boston, U.S.: Colby And Rich. London Spirit
ualist Office.
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May 26, 1876.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM.
Second. Volume of The Identity of Primitive
Christianity and Modern Spiritualism^
By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D.
This Octavo Volume, handsomely printed and bound iu cloth,
completes the work.
CONTENTS.
I.—Spirit Writing.
II.—Levitation and Conveyance by Spirit-power
III. —Insensibility to Fire,
IV, —Clairvoyance and Somnambulism.
V.—Clairaudience.
VI.—Dreams and Visions.
VII.—Trance and Ecstacy.
VIII.—Holy Ghost.
IX.—Heresies and Cot tentions.
X.—Prayer.
XL—The Ministry of Angels.
XII.—Death.
XIII. —The Spirit-World.
XIV. —Spiritualism and the Church.
XV.—Spiritualism and Science.
XVI.—Conclusion.
The above work has just be^n issued in America, and copies
are now on sale, price 10s. Gd. each, post free 11s. Gd., at The
Spiritualist Newspaper Brauch Office._______________ ______

The

Price 5s,

IRELAND: UR OF THE CHALDEES.

London: Triibner and Co., Ludgate Hill.
Reviewers’ Criticisms.
“Irishmen ought to read this work and be proud. It is
crammed with learning which does credit to the research of
the writer.”—Christian World.
EAL LIEE IN SPIRIT-LAND.—Being
“The somewhat startliug proposition contained in the title
Life-Experiences, Scenes, Incidents, and Conditions
of this work can hardly fail to interest a considerable number
illustrative of Spirit-Life and the principles of the Spiritualof readers, and for those who may be inclined to take the woik
Philosophy. Of practical value to auy who are anxious to
in hand, we may briefly state that the line of argument pur
study the theories of Spiritualists and Mediums, for the purpose
sued is intended to show that the Chaldeans, the Hebrews,
of deducing a consistent system of faith concerning the
and the Celts are identical, the summary given at the close
future, its rewards and punishments, &c., as it establishes a
being that ‘the Arphaxadite Chaldeans were the progenitors
basis in reason for its propositions, and asks no blind accep
of tbe Hebrew Chaldeans, and differ only in name from the
tance of statements, but enjoins the strictest analysis of them.
first Gaels.' The subject is carefully dealt with. The various
Given inspirationally through Mrs. Maria M. King, Cloth,
arguments are well arrauged. and a large amount of corrobora
5s. Gd. Spiritualist newspaper branch office.
tive evidence is adduced in support of them, tho value of which
many will bo glad to test."—Kock.

R

THE TRAPPED MEDIUM; OR, THE TWO

In Two Vols., 8vo. cloth, prico 28s.
CLEVER SCEPTICS. A pamphlet by Christian
PHILOSOPHICAL TREATISE ON THE
Reimers.—This brochure contains a series of illustrations, A
JA. NATURE AND CONSTITUTION OF MAN. By
setting forth the exciting adventures of Professor Molecule,
George Harris, LL.D., F.S.A., Vice-President of the Psy
F.R S., X.Y.Z., B.I.G.A.S.S.,and his assistant, Dr. Protoplaster,
chological Society and of the Anthropological Institute, and
in their investigation of Spiritual Phenomena. It is an excel
author of “Tbe Theory of the Arts,” “Civilisation considered
lent little book for distribution among scientific men and dis
as a Science," A
*c.
This work embraces a comprehensive and
believers in Spiritualism generally. A review of it in The
complete survey of tho nature and constitution of man
Spiritualist newspaper says that the pamphlet displays real
physical, moral, and intellectual, exhibiting moreover the
genius. Price Gd.: pest free, G^d. Spiritualist newspaper
m utual eonnectiou and dependence of each branch. Topics
branch office.
______________________
connected with the spiritual beiug, and the leading opinions
on this subject, including the nature, essence, propertits, and
STRANGE VISITORS.—A series of original
mode of operation, of the soul; the alliance between matter
papers, embracing Philosophy, Science, Government,
and
spirit; reason and instiuct, their affinity aud diversity
Religion, Poetry, Art, Fiction, Satire, Humour, Narrative, and
are here discussed; and a new theory is propounded of our
Prophecy, by the spirits of Irving, Willis, Thackeray, Byron,
intellectual
system, as also respecting the distribution, mode
Brontd, Richter, Hawthorne, Wesley, Humboldt, Browning,
of action, discipline, and cultnation of the mental faculties.
and others. These wonderful articles were dictated through
Eminent
authorities
on certain of the topics here embraced,
a Clairvoyant, while in a trance state, and are of the most
among them some distinguished writers on psychology, phy
intensely interesting aud enthralling nature. Cloth, Gs.
siology]
and
natural
history, have been in correspondence
Colby and Rich, Boston, U.S., and Spiritualist newspaper
with, and have been consulted by the author, by several of
branch office._______
whom notes of much interest and value, on different important
Published at 7s. Gd. Reduced to 4s.
controverted points, have been contributed.
London: G. Bell & Sons, York-Btrcet, Oovent-garden. 1S7G.
esmerism animal magnetism
and SOMNAMBULISM, with experiments and obser
By Royal Leiters Patent.
vations, alse illustrative instances of analogous phenomena
“KRINE COSMETIC,” THE HAIR
occurring spontaneously, and an appendix of corroborative
BEAUTIFIER,
facts, by
EDWIN LEE, M.D.,
PROMOTES THE GROWTH OF THE HAIR, AND
Corresponding Member of the Medical Association of Prussia,
IMPARTS TO IT A HEALTHY BRILLIANCY;
the Royal Academy of Medicine of Belgium, the medical
IT CLEANSES THE HEAD, AND
academies of Palis, Berlin, Munich, Brussels, Madrid, Turin,
RESTORES TO GREY HAIR ITS ORIGINAL COLOUR,
and Florence.
It is a Preventive of Cold in the Head, and affords a
The Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts and
grateful relief to Headache.
Sciences, awarded tbe prize offered for competition to Dr.
Lee for tho above work on mesmerism and clairvoyance.
This Hair Wash will not soil tho most delicate Lace or
It is recorded in the life of Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, that he
Cambric. It Is entirely free from lead and all other mineral
said:—“I should like to hear something fresh about an’inal
and noxious ingredients, as may be proved by ehemical
magnetism, which has always elicited my curiosity. What
analysis
our fathers have done still leaves an enormous deal for us to
Ihe abovo fact renders THE “KRINE COSMETIC” an
do. The theory of life itself probably lies within our know
invaluable preparation for the Nursery as well as for the
ledge. We perceive the connection of nerves with the opera
Toilet of the Adult, superseding the use of Pomade or any
tions of mind, but we cannot understand a thinking, a seeing,
other emollient.
or a hearing nerve. Here, and in many other points there is
Sold by Chemists and Perfumers at 3s. Gd. per Bottle.
room for infinite discovery, to say nothing of the wonderful
Wholesale and Retail by Field and Co., 21, Charing-cross,
phenomena of animal magnetism, which only Englishmen, with
London, S.W.; or of Mr. John Rouse, 80, George-street,
their accustomed ignorauce, are apt to laugh at, but which no
Sloane-squaro, S.W,
ODe as yet has either thoroughly ascertained or explained.
Published by Longmans at 7s. Gd. Reduced in price to 4s.
HE MEDIUMS’ BOOK; OR, GUIDE FOR
Inland Postage, 4d, Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.
MEDIUMS AND FOE EVOCATION. Contaiaing the
Theoretic Teaching of Spirits concerning all kinds of manifes
First Edition.
tations, &c., &c. By Allan Kardkc. Translated by anna
Blackwell. Crown 8vo, pp. 4?6, cloth, 7s. Gd.____________
IMPORTANT NEW PUBLICATION.

M

,
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INFORMATION FOR INQUIRERS INTO SPIRIT
UALISM.
A PAMPHLET, the full size of The Spiritualist, containing a
large amount of information, compiled especially for inquirers,
will be shortly issued from The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch
Office at 38, Great Russell-street, London, for sale at public
meetings,
PRICE ONE PENNY.
There has long been a demand for some such publication
as this, the current spiritual newspapers not always containing
tho most suitable or most condensed information for persons
to whom the subject of Spiritualism is a strange one.
Many thousands of copies of the publication will be printed,
and kept on sale by vendors of spiritual literature, and at
spiritual meetings throughout the country.
From the large circulation thus secured, it will be a
VALUABLE CHANNEL FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
To Mediums, Mesmerists, Authors of Spiritual Books, and
others. The charge for advertisements will be One Shilling
for the first twenty-five words, and Sixpence for every addi
tional twenty-five words, or portion thereof. Displayed adver
tisements Five Shillings per inch.
All advertisements should be sent in as soon as possible, as
the publication will come out in a few weeks’ time.
Special arrangements will be mado to supply local societies
with copies at a cheap rate, if ordered in large quantities; the
said societies may thus considerably increase their income by
the profits on sales.
All communications on thiB subject should bo addressed to
the Editor of The Spiritualist,

TESTIMONIAL TO MR. BENJAMIN
COLEMAN.
COMMITTEE:
The Countess of Caithness, Stagenhoe-park, Welwyn, Herts.
Sir Charles Isham, Burt., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
William Howitt, Esq., Rome, Italy.
S. C. Hall, Esq., F.S.A., 50, Holland-street, Kensington.
Alexander Calder, Esq., 1, Hereford-sqnaro, South Kensington.
Charles Blackburn, Esq., Didsbury, Manchester.
AV. M. Wilkinson, Esq., 44, Lincoln’s-inn-fields.
A. A. Watts, Esq., 119, Lansdowne-road, Notting-liill, AV
S. Chinnery, Esq., 142, Strand, London, W.C.
J. Enmore Jones, Esq., Eomore-park, S.E.
0, Townsend Hook, Esq., Snodland, Rochester, Kent.
G. N. Strawbridge, Esq., Annandale, UpperNorwood, S.E,
Cornelius Pearsen, Esq., 15, Harper-street, Bloomsbury.
William Tebb, Esq., 7, Albert-road, Glouccster-gate, Regent’spark.
A. Leighton, Esq., 16, Seuth Castle-street, Liverpool.
James AVason, Esq., Wason’s-buildings, Liverpool.
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Queen-street, Grosvenor-square.
Mrs. Tebb, 7, Albert-road, Regent’s-park, N.AV.
Thomas Hayle, Esq., M.D., The Crescent, Rochdale.
Thomas Shorter, Esq., 23, Priuce of Wales-road, N.W.
Jacob Dixon, Esq., M .D.. 8 Great Ormond-street, W.C.
W. H. Harrison, Esq., 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Junior United Service Club, S.W.
W. 0. Copperthwaitc, Esq., Maltou, Yorkshire.
Cromwell F. ATarley, Esq., F.R.S., 2, Great Winchcster-strectbuildings, E.C.
The Hon. J. O’Sullivan, late U.S. Minister to the Court of
Portugal, 10, Rue Kopler, Paris.
Hay Nisbet, Esq., 219, George-slreet, Glasgow.
Mrs. Hamilton, York-place, Portinan-square.
John Lamont, Esq., Finfleld, Liverpool.
Thomas Slater, Esq., 19, Leamington-road-villas, AVestbournepark.
Andrew GlendlnniDg, Esq., 4, Castlcdine road, Anerly, S.E
W. J. William®, Esq., Clarence Club, AVatcrloo-placo, S.W.
Epes Sargent, Esq, Boston, U.S.A.

Subscriptions, which will be duly acknowledged, may be
forwarded to the Hon. Treasurer, Alexander Calder, Esq,],
Ilereford-square, South Kensington, S,W.; or to the Hou
See., A. Joy, Esq., 69, Great Russell-street, W.C.
The following sums have been already subscribed

A Friond .....................................
£50 0 0
Charles Blackburn, Esq........................................... 50 0 0
A. V. H........................................................................ 30 0 0
Martin R. Smith, Esq............................................... 25 0 0
Alexander Calder, Esq............................
25 0 0
AVilliam Tebb, Esq................................................... 25 0 0
A. L. Elder, Esq......................................................... 25 0 0
AV. M. Wilkinson, Esq............................................. 20 0 0
O, v. Hoffman............................................................ 20 0 0
James Wason, Esq................................................... 20 0 0
Friends at St. Petersburg ..................................... 19 7 G
Friends at Glasgow, per H. Nisbet, Req.............. 10 IG 0
Thomas Grant, Esq.................................................. 10 lo o
A Friend................................................................... 10 10 0
Mrs. St. Claire ........................................................ 10 0 0
AV. J. Williams, Esq................................................. 10 0 0
Two Friends and Neighbours ............................. ]0 0 0
AV. O. Copperthwaite, Esq...................................... 10 0 0
G. N. Strawbridge, Esq............................................ 10 0 0
Alexander Tod, Esq................................................. 10 0 0
J. Ridley, Esq........•••................................................ 10 0 0
Mrs. Hamilton......................
10 0 0
Mrs. Daun ................................................................ 10 0 0
T. J, Allman, Esq..................................................... ]0 0 0
Mrs. Hennings ........................................................
5 5 0
Mrs. Berry ..............................
5 5 0
J. Y. Vernon, Esq.....................................................
5 5 0
W. H. Harrison, Esq............
5 0 0
C. Townsend Hook, Esq..........................................
5 0 0
AVilliam Howitt, Esq...............................................
5 0 0
Enmore Jones, Esq..................................................
5 0 0
A. A. Watts, Esq.......................................................
5 0 0
Mrs. AVatts ...............................................................
5 0 0
Walter Weldon, Esq................................................
5 o o
P. G..........................................................
5 0 0
M. G. S........................................................................
5 0 0
C. F. Varley, Esq......................................................
5 0 o
J. H. D......................................................................... 5 0 l)
F. Griffin, Esq............................................................ 5 0 0
Sir Charles Isham, Bart..........................................
5 0 0
J. S. Law, Esq............................................................
5 0 0
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