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TURFy1
^ giving information about Spiritualism ars delivered every
Thursday evening at 8, p.m., at Mr. Oognian’s Lecture Rooms, 15. St.
Peter's-road, Mile-end. Inspirational addresses every Sunday evening, at
Seven o ’cloek. Admission Free. Supported by voluntary coutributions.

THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
O ffice -B earers for 1875.
President,—Jampa Wason, Esq,
Vice-President— Mr. .T< hn Lament.
Secretary.—Mr. Lewis Roberts, 68, Oxford Street, Liverpool.
Treasurer.—Mr. William Davies.
Committee of Management.— Dr. William ll.tehman, Messrs. John Priest.
R. Cassou, James Coates. John Williams, Henry Jones, J. Ha&lain, E. G,
Irving, Mrs. Gay, and Miss Hilton.
Trustees.—Mr Joseph Shepherd, Mr. John Lamont, Mr. J. Chapman.
Auditors,—Mr. Brethertou, Mr. H. J. Charlton.

T HE object of this Associationis the discovery of truth

in connection with Psychology.
The Society seeks to attain its object by the following measures, or such
of them ns from rime to time are found to be practicable,
1.—By frequent meetings of its members for eonferenee. inquiry, instruc
tion, mental improvement, spiritual culture, social intercourse, and healthful
recieation,
‘
2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for the purpose
of developing their physical, mental, and spiritual powers.
3.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means of public Instruction,
lectures, reading-rooms, tho press, and spirit communion.
February, 1875.

Established 1851.—29 and 30,

Sonthampton-bnildings, Chancery-lane.
F our per C ent . I nterest allowed on Deposits.
Current Accounts opened similar to tho Joint-Stock Banks.
Cheque Books supplii d.
urchases and Sales of British. Foreign, ana Colonial Bonds Stocks
Shares, &c., effected. Advances made thereon.
Office hours from 10 till 4, ou Mondays from 10 till 9, and on Saturdays
from 10 till 2 o’clock.
A Pamphlet containing full particulars may be obtained
.
post free on application to
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager,

A RTH U R M ALTBY,
T A I L O R , H A T T E I i, A N D G E N E R A L O U T F I T T E R
8, HANOVER PLACE, REG EN T’ S PARK.
E STA BLISH ED ,

1S33.

JIas a very large stock o f New Spring Goods, including hats, slurts, an
umbrellas.

F

PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTE
OR the CURE OF NERVOUS AND MUSCULAR

DISEASES, opposite St. Chrysostom’s Church, 74, Queen’s-mad,
Everton, Liverpool. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Operatola sent to all parts. Terms
per arrangement.
.
J. C oates, Principal.
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A

RE open to the publie. Newspapers and periodicals

connected wi'h Spiri’ ualbm, from all parts of the world, and
various high-class journals, are regularly supplied. The library contains,.
in addition to the be*t writings on Spiritualism, works on historical, specu
lative, and scientific subjects by the best authors.
Terms to m embers: One guineaa year, which uNo includes membership;
Quarterly tickets, 5s.; Monthly tickets, 2s. 6d. To non-members, annual
tickets, 30*.; Quarterly, 10s.; Monthly, 5s.
A Seance room can be engaged undor special arrangements, to be learned
from the Secretary.
Open from 10.30 a.m to 10 30 p.m. Close at 6 p.m. on Saturdays.
N .B .— T h e S u b s c r i p t i o n f o r t h e C u r r e n t Y e a r , 1875, w i l l n o t b e
CLAIMED FROM M EM BERS JOINING A F T E R THIS D ATE,

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS

WINTER MEETINGS.
D uring the winter months meetings will be held at the rooms of the
Association for reading and discussing papers on Spiritualism and kindred
topics. They will commence on Monday. November 22nd, at eight o’clock,
and be held fortnightly till Christmas, and afterwards as may bo found
convenient. Friendshaving papers to communicate are requested to send
them at an early date to the secretary, at 33, Great Russell-stroet,
Bloomsbury, W.C.
In the Press and will bo shortly published in one volume, handsomely got
up, and printed on toned paper,

ANGELIC REVELATIONS
ON THE ORIGIN, Ü L T IM A T IO N , AND D EST IN Y OR THE

HUMAN SPIRIT.
Illustrated by the experience o f Teresa Jacoby, now an Angel in the
tenth state.
C o nten ts.
■.
C h ap . 1.—The Unity of God. Incarnation of Deity.
„
2.—The Unity o f the Human Spirit. Union of Souls.
„'
3.—Appearances of tho Human Spirit, and residences in the
Spiritual world,
„
4.—Spiritual science. Science of the Kingdom of God.
„ . 5.—The purpose of God in ereation.
„
6.—The Divmo Activity under the Form of Light.
.
„
7 —The Humau Body and Spiritual Planes. ,,
S.—The Placets Saturn and Ceres.
.„
9.—Spiritual Marriages.
„ 10.—Spiritual Symbols.
,, 11.—The Lost Orb. P arti.
„ 12.—The Argslic Soeicty of Aaron’s Rod,
v
„ 13—The Lost Orb. Part It.
,, 14.—Uaitv, Harmony, and Identity in Heaven.
,, 15.—The Lost Orb. Part III.
„
16 to SO.—Experiences of a Spirit; containing an account of the
Birth, Parentage, and Death of Teresa Jacoby, with her experiences in the
other life up through the states to the tenth in which she is now in, and
communicate'1' as the Angel Purity.
•
With an introductory chapter by the E°corder, who gives a full account
concerning the giving of the communications.
The volume will be enriched with a Frontispiece photo printed, of the
Angel, the original of which was pioducedby the d rect operation of
Spirits.
As the matter is unique, and the subjects treated of bemg of such a
thrilling interest, the editor has spared no expense to make it a handsome
volume, and not being published with any regard to profit, it is hoped that
alaive circulaiion may be obtained.
Price of tho volume 6s., and an early application is requested in the mean
time. to be addressed—
MR. T. GASKELL, 69. OLDHAW-ROAD, MANCHESTER;
MU. F. PITMAN, PATERlsOSTER-ROW, LONDON: and
MR. W . H. HARRISON, 38, GREAT RUSSELL-ST., LONDON, W .C .
who have kindly consented to receive orders for ibe same.

IRITUALISM
W HERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, SP
Co.
EXPLAINED. By Fredk. A, Binncy. Third Edition.
L ondon ;—Sim pkin , Ma iish ail &

Price 3s.

SPIRIT PEOPLE.—A scientifically accurate description.

of manifestations receuily produced by spirits, and simultaneously
witnessed by the Author and other observers in Loudon. By William H .
Harrison. Limp cloth, red edges. Price Is.; post »reels. Id.—38, Great
Russell-strcet, London, W .C,; and E, W . Alien, 11, Ave Maria-lone, PateyQoeter-row, E.C,

.
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BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
( E s t a b l is h e d 1873.)
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Humphreys, 11. T., 3, West-end. Doddington-grove, Kenningtou-park, S.E.
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Irlmcy, Joseph, Berkeley Mansion, 64, Seymour-street, W.
James. Capt.,1, Jersey-villas, Tottenham.
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King, George, F.S.S., 40, Bark-place, Bayswater, W.
Laniont, John, 199, London-road, Liverpool.
Lovell, Alfred, E., 3, Park-road, Plaistow, Essex.
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Mawson, Win. Bryham, 1, King-square, Goswell-road,E.C.
Meers, W. D., Aylsham, Norfolk,
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Pearce, C.T., M R.C.S., 19, Nottingham-place, York-gate, Kcgent’s-pk., N.W.
Pearce, Richard, 8, Fassett-road, Dalston, E.
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BRITISH

N A T I O N A L A S S O C l A T I ON OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

The B r i t i s h N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f S p i r i t u a l i s t s is formed to unite Spirit
ualists of every variety of opinion for their mutual aid and benefit ; to aid students
and inquirers lu their researches, by placing at their disposal the means of syste
matic investigation into the tacts and phenomena, called Spiritual or Psychic; to
make known the positive results arrived at by careful research : and to direct
attention to the beneficial influence which those results are calculated to exerciso
upon social relationships and individual conduct. It is intended to include Spi
ritualists of every class, whether members of Local and Provincial Societies or not,
and all inquirers into psychological and kindred phenomena.
The British National Association of Spiritualists was formed in the year 1873,
at a national conference of Spiritualists held in Liverpool, at which all the great
Societies of Spiritualists, and the Spiritualists of the chief towns in the United
Kingdom, were represented. The amount of the annual subscription to the
National Association is optional, with a minimum of five shillings a year. Each
member has a single vote at the general meetings, and is eligible for election to all
■offices.
F riends wishing to join the Association, and Local Societies wishing to become
allied, are requested to communicate with Miss Kislingbury, Resident Secretary at
the offices of the Association, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomshury, W.C.. of whom
conics of the Constitution and Rules may be had upon application.
The entrance to the offices is in Wobura-street.

M il. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at home

daily, to give Private Seances, from 12 to 5 p.m. Private Seances
attended at the houses of investigators. Public Seances at 61, Lamb’s Con
duit-street, on Monday and Thursday evenings; and Saturday evenings
for Spiritualists on ly; at 8 o ’clock each evening. Address as above.
’

M

r s . w o o d f o r d e , t r a n c e m e d iu m

& m e d ic a l

MESMERIST, will give Sittings for Development under Spirit
Control in Writing, Drawing. Clairvoyance, or any form o f Mediumship.
Disorderly Influonees removed. Freneb. spoken. At home Mondays*
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. Private Seances attended’.
Address, 10, New Ormond-street, Bloomsbury.

P ROFESSOR

R EG AN ,

PSYCHOPATHIC

HEALER, wishes to make »known, by desire of his Spirit Phy
sicians, who cure through him, in his normal state, that having been de
veloped by them into a powerful healing medium, and at the same time, by
a course of deep study, acquiring a practical knowledge of the philosophy
of disease, and its rationale of eure, he is now prepared to examine, treat,
and cure patients, suffering from all kinds o f aeute,'chrome, nervous, and
organie disease of long years' standing. Consultations and invaluable
treatment given at his own house, or at patient’s residence, by appoint
ment. Visitors received at his Consulting-rooms from 12 to 4 daily. Fee
One Guinoa. Address, 59, Finborough-road, Bedcliffe-gardens, ' South
Kensington.

M ISS

GODFREY, CURATIVE MESMERIST AND

RUBBER, AND MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT, 1, Robert street
Hampstead-ruad, London, N .W , T o bo seen by appointment only. Terms1
on application by letter.
^
’

M R.

J.

J. MORSE,

INSPIRATIONAL

TRANCE

SPEAKER, has returned to England, and is now prepared to re
ceive calls as usual, to leeture in London or the provinces. All Letters
to be addressed to him at W arwick Cottage, Old Ford-road Bow
London, E.
’
*

KTOTICE.— MONSIEUR ADOLPHE DIDIER, Professor
-L i of Curative Mesmerism (30 Years Established), attends patients
daily from 2 till 5, at his own residence, 10, Berkeley Gardens, Camden
Hill, Kensington. Somnambulic consultations for diagnosis of ’diseases
indication ef their causes, and remedies. Persons at a distance can con
sult by letter.
r a i n .i L d o i .i>iJLULuiyj.o.— is a m io r a tfr o t n e r s , r h y s i e f
JL Mediums, will give Seances as follow s:—On Monday and Wednesda
evenings, at 7 o’clock p.m., admission 2s. 6d.; on Saturday evenings, :
7, Is. 26, Pool-street, Sutton, Hacclesileld.
•
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LO N D O N , F R ID A Y , D E C E M B E R
SPIRIT TEACHINGS.*

.

No. X L IV .

[.The foregoing was written February 28th, 1874. On
April 8th the answer was written, much other matter
having been given in the meantime.]
You inquired as to the connexion between India and
Egypt. The religion cf Egypt was essentially a reli
gion of body, as that of India was of spirit. Egypt
had multifarious acts of external ritual; India culti
vated contemplation. God to the Hindoo was an undis
coverable essence : to the Egyptian he was manifested
in every typo of animal existence. To the Hindoo
time was nothing; eternity, all. To the Egyptian
every passing moment had its consecrated work. Egypt
was the antipodes of India. Nevertheless, it is true
that Egypt received its first religious inspiration from
India, even as did Zoroaster in Persia.
We have told you before that the special grandeur of
Egypt’s faith was the consecration to religion of daily
life.
It was a faith which influenced daily acts.
Therein lay its power. It was a faith which recog
nised God in all nature, and especially in all animal
life. It was the mystery o f ' existence, the highest
manifestation of Divine power that the Egyptian
worshipped when, as you imagine, ho bowed down
before an idol graven in the image of an ox . . . . It
would be well that the same care for the body, the
same present view of religious duty, the same perception
of an all-pervading Deity which formed the creed of
ancient Egypt, and which enters so largely into ours,
should be again prevalent among you.
[ f suppose, in effect, that Egyptian theology was a
reaction from Hindoo mysticism. You speak as i f that
elaboration o f ritual ivas a good thing. I should have
thought that the Egyptian goriest wasted a deal o f time,
and that his punctilious washings and shavings were
merely silly.]
Not so. The ritual was necessary for the age and
people. We are not concerned with anything but the
underlying idea. Art, literature, and science laboured
for religion. And so far from worship absorbing the
work of life, it was rather-that every act of common
life was raised to the dignity of an act of worship. In
this sense only is it true; and a nobler truth can
* In The Spiritualist of August 15th, 1873, an account was printed of
Rome remarkable secuices heldat tlie houso of Mr. Stanhope T. Speer, M.D.,
Douglas-house, Alexandn-road, St. John’s-wood, through the mediumship
of a gentleman in private life who’ does not wish his name to be published.
It will be remembered tbat most of the spirits gave their names and proved
theiridentity ;also that the extractsthey gave from their writings weroi'ound,
after laborious search in tbe British Museum Library and elsewhere, to be
true. Hence there ia evidence that spirits can give teachings through this
modium free, to a large extent, at ail events, from colour from his own
thoughts; consequently the “ spirit teachings ” printed above, obtained
through his mediumship, may be assumed to be to a considerable extent
reliable. It is proper to state that these communications aro selected, in
chronological order from a mass which has been given continuously for the
past six months. Many of the originals arc of such a personal nature that
they are necessarily omitted, otherwise no change is made. The commu
nicating spirits are many; each gives his name and details of his earth-life
very fully. These facts, in all cases unknown to tbe medium previously,
have been invariably found to be correct in every particular. The hand
writing peculiar to the communicating intelligence is always pre>erved
and tho individuality remains throughout the same.—E d .
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hardly bo declared. To live in tho presence of D eity’
to see His image all around, to consecrate every act to
His service, to keep mind, spirit, body, pure as He is
pure, consecrated to Him and to Him alone, this is to
lead the godlike life, even though it contain mistaken
details.
•
[Wo doubt prejudice hampers us greatly. But you
would not say (would y o u ? ) that a mans faith is
entirely indifferent in its substance, so he honestly pro
fesses it. For instance, Egypt reproduced now would
not be the ideal you seem to paint.]
Surely not. Tho world progresses, and gains higher
knowledge. It may not recur to that which was
fitted for another people in an earlier stage of develop
ment. But though tho world has gained, it has lost
also ; and among the things which it lias lost is that,
which may belong equally to all forms of faith, the de
votion of self to duty and to God. This is no insepa
rable quality of Egyptian faith. Bather was it ampli
fied and exemplified in higher degree in the life and
teaching of the Christ. But you have forgotten i t ; you
have lost that mark of true religion. It needs that
you see that in this point you were surpassed by those
whom you despise and contemn,
W e do say, we have always said, that man’s respon
sibility is in proportion to the light which is in him ;
that man’s duty is not lessened but increased by the
quality of the revelation o f which he is the recipient.
Wo tell you that'many a soul has progressed in spite of
its creed by honesty and sincerity and singleness of
purpose ; and that many a soul has been drugged down
by the very load of that faith in which its hopes were
centred. W o know that it is so, and that man’s faith
in its external presentment— the outer shell which alone
you can see— is of comparatively little moment.
He must perforce take that which falls to his
lot, and according to tho use he makes of it is
his progress. It is an accident whether an incarnated
soul be Jew or Turk, Mohammedan, Christian, Brahmin
or Parsee; but it is of the essence of that soul's
progress whether it so uses its opportunities as t.o
progress, or so abuses them as to retrograde. Souls
have different opportunities here, and according as they
nsc them they have increased or diminished capacity
for progress in the after state for which they have
fitted themselves. This you know ; and the chance of
progress may be as great with the despised and humblo
soul on whom the Pharisaical Christian looks down with
contempt as with one incarnated amidst every influence
of good and every opportunity of progress. It is a
pure question of spirit, into which you cannot yet enter.
You are concerned wuth the husk here; you have not
reached the kernel.
.
[But surely one who ads up to his knowledge as a
Christian, that knowledge being high, and the ads good and
complete, according to capacity and opportunity, gets a long
start of the barbarous fetish-worshipper, however honest he
may be.]
.
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In this small fragment of existence it is not possible
that any gain be snatched which may not bo readily
made up in another state. You are hampered by the
limited nature of your vision and knowledge.
The
accidents whieh seem to you suck bars may be but the
moans selected to bring out some needed quality—
endurance, patience, trust, or love; whilst the luxurious
surroundings, the poisonous flattery, the complacent self
satisfaction may be the engines of the adversaries who
are dragging down and stifling a soul.
You judge too hastily and imperfectly, and from
external signs only. Nor are you able to see what the
guardians intend, nor to make due allowance for temp
tation and its.results. These are questions whieh now
are beyond your judgment.
Further, .as to your question, it is a bounden duty in
each to accept and act up to the highest view of Divine
Truth whieh is revealed in him and which ho is able to
accept. By this his progress will be judged.
[Do you teach a General Judgment ?J
.
No. The judgment is complete when the spirit
gravitates to the home which it has made for itself.
There can he no error. It is placed by the eternal law
of fitness. That judgment is complete, until the spirit
is fitted to pass to a higher sphere, when the same
process is repeated, and so on and on until the purga
torial spheres of work are done with, and the soul
passes within the inner heaven of contemplation.
[Then, in fact, there are many judgments ?]
Yes and no. Many and none. Judgment is ceaseless,
for the soul is ever fitting itself for its change. No
such arraignment before the assembled universe as is in
your mind. That is an allegory.
In eaeh stage of probation the spirit builds up a
eharaetcr by its constant acts, which fits it for a certain
position. To that position it goes of necessity, without
what you mean as judgment. Sentence results at once ;
just as the total of a number of items is ascertained
without argument or judgment. There is no need for
the process of a court of justice as you understand it
on earth. The soul is the arbiter of its own destiny;
its own judge. This is so in all eases of progress or
retrogression.
[Is each entry into a new sphere or state marked by a
change analogous to death ?]
Analogous, in that there is a gradual sublimation or
refinement of the spirit-body, until by degrees all gross
elements are purged away. The higher the sphere the
more refined and ethereal the body. The change is
not so material as that which you call death, for there
is no corporeal envelope to lay aside, but it is analogous
to it in that it is a process of development, the entry
of tho spirit into a higher state of existence.
[And when all the gross elements are gone, the spirit
■enters the spheres of contemplation, and is refined till all
may be refined away .?]
Not so. It is refined until the dross is gone, and the
pure spiritual gold remains. W e know not of its life
in the inner heaven. We only know that it grows
liker and liker to God, nearer and nearer to His image.
It may well be, good friend, that the noblest destiny of
the perfected spirit may be union with the God into
whoso likeness it has grown, and whose portion of
divinity, temporarily segregated during its pilgrimage,
it so renders up to Him who gave it. These to us, as
to you, are but speculations. Leave them and be contont to know that whieh is alone worth knowing.
Could you penetrate all mysteries there would be no
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longer oeeupation for your mind. You can know but
little hero; hut you ean aspire, and in aspiring raise
your spirit above the sordid cares of earth to its truer
home. May the blessing of the Blessed One rest on
you.
+ I m perator.
i& e b U to .
The Fair Haven. By the Author of Erewhon.
and Co.

Triibner

Erewhon was a decidedly elever and original book ;
one of the best of a group that has recently appeared,
with the aim by the depiction of an ideal community
to show us the foibles o f our own. Lord Lytton’s
Coming Race, Edward Maitland’s By-and-By, Colymbia
by an anonymous author (and we are not sure that he
is not the author of Erewhon in a less developed stage),
Pprrna; or, Under the Ice, all attest a literary mood
the prevailing feature" of which is eovert satire upon
our insular or eivilised perfection. In portraying an
ideal realm they afforded a standard o f comparison by
which we were enabled to judge our own. It was no
small feat to hold up the mirror so dexterously as did
the author of Erewhon, or “ nowhere.” Enough to
make the fortune o f any hook was tho happy hit at
tho two kinds of banks in use in Erewhon, the bank of
every-day commercial use, and the “ musieal bank,”
where a vague set of cashiers manipulated a feeble and
unreal eurrency by which people made no profit, and
whieh served no use, but which was in fashionable
esteem, and of mysterious importance. The greatest
swindler in the commercial world had only to pay into
the musical bank sufficiently largely, and he received
in return, shall we say drafts on Beethoven, to keep up
the illusion, sufficient to ensuro him a free pass through
the entire region over whieh tho musical bank was
deemed to have jurisdiction.
The Fair Haven is a work o f a very different
class. We will give its title page as it is representative
of the whole work. It is, so it states, “ A work in
defenee of the miraeulous element in our Lord’s
ministry upon earth, both as against rationalistic
impugners, and certain orthodox defenders, by the
late John Pickard Owen, with a memoir of the author
by William Bickersteth 0 wen. Seeond edition, by Samuel
Butler, author of Ereu-hon.” “ The late ” John'Pickard
Owen, his memorialistie brother, and Samuel Butler,
still alive, prove to be one and the same person. This
compound mystification is the feature of the book. The
work is a skit, but a skit so cleverly earried out that it
imposed upon no less a personage than the editor of
The RocJc, who reviewed it innocently as a Christian
friend.
What the book aetually does is to set
rationalists and orthodox by the ears, dexterously givii)«’
in to both in turn, and judiciously mixing ironieal piety
with sad expressions of the necessity of damaging
admissions. W o do not object to the criticisms the work
contains, but think strongly that the affectation of
candour covering the veriest ridicule may be carried too
far on so serious a subject. There are good simple
souls, who, reading this book, with its respeetful
references to “ our Lord,” “ the Saviour,” and so on,
would never dream of questioning tho candid writer’s
good faith, but would find themselves finally in a
pitiable quandary of Pyrrhonism.
It is not quite fair
to lay a trap baited with such an unbroken air and
language of orthodoxy. The arguments of the book
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are ingenious, but its aim is indefinite. It is mystifica
tion over mystified, and satire that has overstepped
itself, and wandered too far into the serious and mattcrof-fact. The portion of the volume that is really most in
teresting— wo avoid using the word edifying for any part
of it— is theimaginary memoir. The author and his bro
ther are two littleboys who have been taught dailyprayers
so strenuously that they have revolted, and they con
clude that saying prayers is an unpleasant duty imposed
only upon the young and helpless, and that when they
are grown up they will be able to escape from it. By
ehanee a lady visitor is loeated in their bedroom for a
few nights. The.first night they are manifestly wide
awake when she retires, and to their consternation she,
a grown up person, goes through a long audible prayer,
whieh includes a petition for themselves. The next
night, after spending the afternoon in practising snoring,
they sham sleep, but keep eaclr other awake by pinch
ing so as to he ready for their experiment whether or
not the lady would again perform her prayers when
they appeared to be asleep. She eame, satisfied herself
that they were sleeping, undressed —but alas ! there
were no prayers that night either for them or for any
one else.
They tried her again.
When they were
awake she prayed; when they appeared to be asleep
she availed herself of her privilege as a grown up
person, and said no prayers. This was one great cause,
and a not unnatural one, of a long period of religious
scepticism to one of the pair when a youth. There
are many fair hits in the book at the inconsistencies of
orthodoxy ; there is mileli really to suggest thought :
all one should seek to prevent is that any good unspeeulative person should read it without any previous
hint of its true character.
TIIE NATIONAL ASSOCIATIO n ' o F SPIRITUALISTS.
LAST WEEK’ S SOIREE.

On Wednesday last week the ordinary monthly soiree of the
British National Association of Spiritualists was held at the rooms
of the National Association, at oS, Great Eussell-sireet, Bloomsbnry,
London, W.O. Among the members present were Mr. and Mrs.
Desmond Fitz-Gerald, Miss Emily Fitz-Gerald, Mr. J. N. T. Martheze, M. Dufort, Baron Holmfeld, Dr. and Mrs. Carter Blake, Mrs.
Vesey, Mr. Vesey, Miss Carolino Corner, Miss Nina Corner, Mrs.
Jeffreys, the Misses Jeffreys, Mrs. Michel!, Mr. Michcll* Mrs. and
Miss Maltby, Mr. J. J. Morse, Mr. Algernon Joy, Mr. and Mrs.
William Tebb, Mr. Andrew Leighton (of Liverpool), Mr. Glendin
ning, Miss Kislingbury, Mr. and Mrs. Keningale Cook, Mrs. aud
Miss Cutmore, Mr. II. Withall and the Misses Withall, Mr. R. Pearce,
Miss Barber, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, Mr.D. Rogers, Miss Houghton,
Mrs. Wood, Mr. G. R. Tapp, Miss Godfrey, Mrs. Ashley, Mrs.
Kislingbury, and Mr. W. Ii. Harrison.
MB. ALGERNON JOY ON SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA.

An interesting evening was spent mostly in social conversation.
Among the objects on view were two books full of exceedingly
beantiful spirit paintings by Mrs. Ilouywood, which attracted a
largo share of attention. An oil-painting belonging to Mr. Martheze, aud representing the appearance of a materialised spirit at a
private spirit circle held in Liverpool, was also an object of interest.
Shortly after eight o’clock in the evening the members of the com
pany, who had been dispersed throughout the various rooms, as
sembled in tho Conncil room to listen to a short address from Mr.
Algernon Joy, lienorary secretary tej the Association, about his
experiences among Spiritualists, in America.
Mr. Joy, who was greeted with warm applause, said: I have
made no sort of preparation to address the meeting this evening,
bnt will try to give a cursory sketch of what 1 have seen of
Spiritualists in the United States. I was much engaged nearly all
the time I was in that country, consequently have been unable to
give regular attention to the subject of Spiritualism. The first
mention of Spiritnalism. which I heard in that, country was while I
was driving across the plains in the State of Nevada, on my way to.
a mine which I was going to iuspect. Tlic driver of the “ stage ”
was a communicative sort of man, and told a story about a man in
Carson, who was a Spiritualist, and had shot a man u right on thestreet.” I then asked the driver about the Spiritualists in that
neighbourhood, and was told that there were many of them in Oarson, and that they Were very much like other people. They did not
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seem to be generally considered deluded beings. Soon we came to
a tunnel mouth by the side of the road, with an enormous mound
of earth outside. The driver said it had been dug out by a man
who worked seven days a week at it in search of gold, because the
spirits told him there was plenty of tho precious metal there; ho
dug for five years iu perfect faith, and found none. (Laughter.)
Tlio next 1 heard of Spiritualism was during my visit to San Fraucisco. T.horo it appeared to permeate all the churches, and there
was scarcely a single pulpit in San Francisco whore the preaching
was not more or less leavened with the philosophy of Spiritualism.
As a general rnlu four meetings iu connection with Spiritualism
were held iu different parts of the town every Sunday. One of
these meetings was convened regularly for the purpose of free discussiou, and consisted half of Spiritualists and half of people who
were opposed to Spiritnalism; three out of every four of the Spirit
ualists present at these u free discussiou ” meetings were free lovers,
and probably nearly half of the Spiritualists in San Francisco hold
free love deotrines, which are mest strongly opposed by thj
reinaiuing Spiritualists. Because of the doctrines of free love
being so much mixed up with Spiritnalism there are many Spirit
ualists there who never mention their belief, because they do not
wished to be mixed up with the disputed question. I was introduced
to one lady in San Francisco and was afterwards shocked by dis
covering that she had had four husbands, one of whem cut his
throat because she left him, and the other three are still living.
The secretary of the only society there is a most fascinating person,
who sings like an angel, and who has had four husbands; one of
her husbands is now treasurer to the society and another the
president, and she transacts business sitting between them,
and they all get on very amicably together. One flue day she had
told her previous husband that she liked the other man better, and
tlion straightway left her home and married the other man almost
immediately. This shows one of the inconveniences of free love
doctrines, that a man may be courting another man’s wife under
his nose, without his suspecting it, as actually occurred in this
case, and very rapidly walk off with her. I was told that
probably one-third of the acknowledged Spiritualists in the United
States are free lovers, and that is a rcasou why many who are
Spiritualists in faith do not avow it. The other two-thirds of the
Spiritualists arc perhaps the most violent opponents of free love
that exist anywhere.
At San Francisco I made the acquaintance of Mr. and Mrs.
Slocum, who ■were the joint editors and proprietors of Common
¡Sense. Mr. Slocum is of a very tolerant nature, disinclined to think
ill of any one or any thiug. He is very far from being a free lover
himself, but thinks that the ideal of the doctrine is wholly pure,
though he does not believe humanity to be yet prepared to adopt it.
In Salt Lake City I found Spiritualism in another form. All the
leaders of Mnrmonism. are bitterly opposed to it, for it is eating
away their vitals. All Mormons who fall away front the faith
invariably become Spiritualists. Some few years ago 600 Mor
mons came but with Mr. Godbe from the Mormon Church, and
formed a Spiritualistic Association. They took a hall, and Mr.
Godbe managed all the business of the organisation,nufil it became
necessary for him to give all his time to his own affairs, for the
Mormons from whom lie seceded tried hard to ruin him, and nearly
succeeded.
There appears now to be rather a want of cohesion among
the members of the society in Salt Lake City. I attended oue of
the meetings there, and only about a dozen persons were present,
yet Spiritualism was so common that seances wore hold regularly iu
a very large number of houses in Salt Lake Cifv. Theme I went
to Chicago, and met M.r. S. S. Jones, the editor of the UtlUjioPhilosophical Journal, and through him was introduced to several
prominent Spiritualists. The Spiritualists iu Chicago are more
or less divided into two or three parties, and there is another
newspaper there called the Sjoirituan^t at Work, edited by a Mr.
Wilson, a very excellent man and good Spiritualist. Both papers
advocate anti-free love doctrines. There are no avowed free love
papers in America but Wondkull and Clojtin's Weekly, aud another
paper edited by Moses Hull, so far as I know. I found, that in
Chicago the number of free lovers has been reduced; they seem
to have been driven out West, aud there are more of them in ¡San
Francisco than anywhere else. In Chicago there is a Lyceum to
educate the children of Spiritualists, and it holds its meetings every
Sunday.
I also went to Philadelphia, and saw Dr. Child, who was very
ill. There seems to be no doubt that he was in partnership witii
tho Holmeses, reaping pecuniary benefit from their stances, with
which,’ it afterwards turned out, a considerable amount of fraud
had been mixed np. When this was discovered, Dr. Child stopped
the sale of his book, which purported to have been dictated by the
spirit John King, who appeared through the Holmeses’, The book
also contained an account of the seances at the Holmeses’. The
feeling against Dr. Child iu Philadelphia, in consequence of his
having l>uen in partnership with these mediums, was so strong
that lie was obliged te resign liis presidency of the Spiritualistic
Association there. While I was in Philadelphia I saw a copy of
Dr. Child’s book for sale ¿it the public bookstall in tlio-International
Hotel, and I think that, whether Dr. Child now reaps any benefit
from it or not, he ought to manage somehow to stop the sale.
From Philadelphia I went to Baltimore, where I met Mr. Wash
ington Danskin, a very fine character, an I the father of Spiritualism
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in Baltimore, and who perhaps for that reason is rather tyran
nical in his opiuions, and has a strong tendency to discountenance
those who do not think as he docs. I was surprised to.hear after I
left Baltimore that there is another society in a much more
flourishing condition than the one with which Mr. Danskin is
connected, but about which he told me nothing except that it was a
trumpery concern. Still he is a warm-hearted Spiritualist, although
he has his little peculiarities. Mr. Danskin had been the only
Spiritualist in Baltimore ; he for five years advocated the cause, in
public with nobody but his wife taking a place by his side in the
matter ; at the expiration of that time Spiritualists began to multi
ply, a society was formed, and in process of time a second branched
off from it; the second society was the one which employed Mr.
Morse. Mr. Panskm’s society attracted about one hundred persons,
I believe, to listen to the utterances every Sunday.
Mr. Morse remarked that the social question was the cause of
tho split among the Spiritualists in Baltimore.
Mr. Joy added :— There arc other causes ; for instance, Mr. Danskin was a Southerner who did not believe in the emancipation of
slaves then, neither does he now, this was another of the several
reasons for the scaliug o ff; but perhaps the main cause was that
Mr. Dauskin was rather autocratic.
THE FUNDAMENTAL UNTllUTHFULNESS OF THE EDDY BROTHERS
AND MllS. H UNTON.
.

I also went to Alban}7, New York, and met Dr. Ditson,
who is deep in occultism; and a great friend of Madame
Blavatsky; Dr. Ditson believes that many of the manifesta
tions can be obtained by magic as well as by mediumship.
I met Madame Blavatsky at Dr. Ditson’s house; she is
a very interesting and amusing lady, and a most profound occultist.
I went to see the Eddy brothers, and intend to write a letter to The
Spiritualist about them. While there I saw no manifestations nuder
test conditions. I firmly believe that every spirit that came out
upon the platform was William Eddy himself; those that only
showed in the doorway, the same on his hands and knees, and the
small children that appeared were made-up dolls; still I must
admit that much of this is merely hypothesis. The whole family
are most unbounded liars ; I never met such a lying family. Tho
brothers are also in every way great blackguards. Mrs. Huntoon
is perhaps equally untruthful. One evening I called on tho chance
of getting a seance' which she had half promised me. I found the
lights out, and, on knocking at the door, could get no answer. The
next day she told me that she had just come back from Rutland.
A few minutes afterwards I chanced to mention this in the house of
a neighbour, and they laughed and told mo that she had slept in
their house all night, that on the previous evening she came running
in saying that h^r husband had threatened to cut her throat, and*
asked them to allow her to sleep there. Mrs. Cleveland, who ap
pears to be a very seusible woman, and who once firmly believed
in the mediumship of the Eddy brothers, now states that she had
been deceived. She says that by degrees she distinctly detected
fraud in almost every case. Mr. Pritchard, and his sister, Mrs.
Packer, said that they recognised the mother of the latter; but she
(Mrs. Cleveland) had a good look at this spirit, and she was per
fectly certain that the face she saw was William Eddy’s. He had
his hair brushed back and a frill cap on.
*
In New York three or four meetings iu counectiou with Spirit
ualism are held every Sunday. There are two organised
societies there. Many things are done in that city without any
society whatever, by live or six persons joining together and hold
ing public meetings. If-they lose too much over them they stop
them; if the loss is but slight they appeal to their friends to
make up the deficiency, aud in this way many lectures are carried
on without any great loss.
I saw something of Spiritualism in Boston, but not much; I
heard Moses Hull preach there; his address was an admirable one,
and although he is said to be a great free lover he made no allusion
to that subject: his remarks were an explanation of a few chapters
in the New Testament containing some rather striking, ideas in
relation thereto. My general impression about Spiritualism in the
United States is' that on tho whole in that country it has a freer
and fairer field than here, because there the people are not so
much under the control of Mrs. Grundy. I do not think that
anybody runs the risk of being tabooed in the United States for
being a Spiritualist, although perhaps now and then a person may
laugh at us. At the same time, I think that very few of the
upper classes in America take any great interest in Spiritualism.
In Boston I was staying with an American, a relation of my own,
who had never seeu anything of Spiritualism or Spiritualists, in
fact, he thought the whole subject low and vulgar, aud when I told
this relative that I was a Spiritualist he was quite astounded. If
I had told him I was a cannibal ho could not have been more
surprised. People are surprised there sometimes by such confes
sions, but neither disgusted nor shocked. From the loosely
organised tate of societyiu Americal do not think that Spiritualist
organisati* lis are so necessary in that country as in this, and
attempts there to organise have generally failed. An attempt at
organisation was begun in Albany many years ago with Dr. Ditson
as pro deent, treasurer, and secretary,, but lie had to resign and it
brok up. There is a lively society of Spiritualists at Troy, nut
far from Albany.
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Mr. William Tebb said lie thought that the number of
Spiritualists in America had been greatly exaggerated, one of tho
lowest estimates of their number, coming from American Spiritual
istic sources, being that they amouutcd to three millions, lie
(Mr. Tobb) had travelled through a large portion of the country ;
iu many towns he found that the names of local Spiritualists were
not generally kuown, nor their places of meeting, if they had any.
He should like to hear what Mr. .Toy had to say upon this sub
ject, for he thought that the published estimates were great
exaggerations.
• Mr. Joy said:—My journey was not taken for the purpose of
inquiring into Spiritualism, and although I passed through a large
portion of the States, including California, my journey was, more or
less, an erratic one. In some of the places I visited I made no
inquiries about Spiritualism, therefore I can only form a vague
opinion as to the number of its adherents. I think that the number
of avowed Spiritualists is exceedingly small in every place which I
visited; at a rough guess they did not aniotint to one per cent, of
the population. For every avowed Spiritualist 1 think that, per
haps, about ten persons may be impregnated with a belief in its
facts to sueh an extent as to induce them to attend circles. Mr.
Slocum, who is au experienced and careful man, told mo that
ten per cent, of the population of San Francisco are practicall}r Spiritualists, to the extent of believing in spirit com
munion. Much harm is done to the movement by numerous
fraudulent mediums; I do not mean persons who pretend to
be mediums, and are not so, but those who are actually so,
and who supplement the same by trickery. I believe that the Eddy
brothers have some mediumship, but have found out that the
manifestations draw too much vitality from them and exhaust
their strength; and they have discovered, moreover, that sham
seances are easier to produce and far more amusing to themselves.
I think that when persons like Colonel Olcott go there iutending
to publish results, they then get real manifestations. The astonish
ment of my relatives wheu I told them that I was a Spiritualist
was of a somewhat exceptional nature, for it must be remembered
that this occurred in Boston, the most old-fasliioned place iu tho
United States, full of tho most old-fashioned people, who are
rather satirically called in other parts of the States “ The Piliigrim
Fathers;” they stand upon a somewhat historical footing, and have
a great ambition to imitate England in every respect, especially in.
our Grundyism.
Mr. W. Tebb said ho thought that the statements made by Mr.
Joy confirmed his own impressions as to the number of Spirit
ualists in America. When Mr. Andrew Leighton went there he
had a difficulty in finding any Spiritualists at all. ITo (Mr. Tebb)
llioughtitprobablethattheSpiritualistsmiglit amount to ten percent,
of the population in San Francisco; he found more Spiritualists
in New England than in any other part of America. As to what
Mr. Joy had said about Mr. God be, he was a personal friend of his
own, who in the first instance became a Mormon upon conviction, aud
afterwards becauso of his conscientious eouvictions gave up
Mormonism and became a Spiritualist, for notwithstanding
great-worldly sacrifices he was a man who acted up to what he
believed to bo true.
Mr. Joy said he did not iufcend to say anything -whatever against
Mr. Godbo, and hoped that none of his remarks had conveyed that
impression ; such had not been his intention, aud he fully agreed
with what had been said by Mr. Tebb.
The meeting gave Mr. Joy a round of applause because of the
interesting nature of his narrative, after which the formal business
of the conversazione came to an end.
THE 1875 CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS.
I n continuation of our report of the proceediugs of the National
Conference, at 38, Great Itussell-street, we take up the thread of tho
narrative at the opening of the meeting upon the evening of Nov.
5th, under the presidency of Mr. T. Everitt.
POPULAR ERRORS WITH REGARD TO SPIRITUALISM.

Mr. H. T. Humphreys read the'following paper:—
Although the subject of this paper may appear better suited for
a public audience than for a Conference of Spiritualists, reasons
are not wanting for introducing such a topic for our consideration.
In the first place, few will be disposed to deny that as yet but a
small proportion of the gross errors entertained by the public with
regard to Spiritualism and «Spiritualists have been removed, and
every now and then we still find that some of those supposed to
have been buried have risen from their graves to haunt us in
newspaper reports and in leading articles, the writers of the latter
beiug evidently selected for their total iguorance of the matter;
for although every influential paper iu London counts on its staff
at least one believer in Spiritualism, no Spiritualist would bo
permitted to write an article on such a subject. It may be worth
c »nsidering some of these popular errors, if only with the view of
inquiry and discussion on the best modes of disabusing the minds
of the public with regard to them.
In the second place, it may not be amiss for Spiritualists to look
a little at themselves by the light which a consideration of some of
these errors will afford. By examining them we may obtain a
glimpse of ourselves as others see us, and some good may be done
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by considering carefully how far the conduct and conversation of eminent Spiritualist, who was present, insisted to me after the per
Spiritualists themselves may have tended to countenance and per formance that this man had been by spirit agency passed through
petuate certain errors ; and further, liow much has been left tho material box. The explanation of this trick is now known to
undono which might have tended to their removal. Such consi be simple, having been publicly exposed by Dr. Sextou; but such
derations appear to be needed at the present time. This is an age sayings of Spiritualists are certain to be remembered, not so much
of inquiry, and it is scarcely too much to say that the eyes of the to their personal detriment as to that of Spiritualists generally, and
world are turned upon Spiritualism. The subject is not scoffed at afford some ground for the allegation that they can be readily im
or ridiculed as it used to be. It is now admitted that men of sense posed upou.
THE USE OF SPIRITUALISM.
and discrimination may be Spiritualists, and in place of the sneer,
open or eovert, which was wont to greet the confessiou, “ I am a
An error very common also is the constant introduction of the
Spiritualist,” the most common rejoinder is now, “ I wish you cut bono argnment, accompanied by the assertion that Spiritualism
would show me something of it.” Our object as an Association is is of no use, and followed, with strange logic, by the argnment that
to aid this spirit of inquiry, and wo must endeavour to remove therefore it cannot be true. Those who employ such arguments
whatever tends to weaken it.
^
wonfd be scarcely worthy of a reply were they uot so numerous ;
In the third place, I venture to suggest that some errors exist bnt, in replying to them, it is as well not to stop short at showing
which not only havo place in the minds of the general public, but the fallacy of the argnment, bnt to proceed further to demonstrate
are shared by some Spiritualists. These errors may be more in some of the benefits which may be obtained from Spiritualism,
degree than in kind, but when we ask the public to examine us especially as these benefits ought to form tho principal inducements
narrowly we’ may as well leave as fow holes as possible in our to inquiry.
coats.
'
TIER ERRONEOUS NOTION THAT SPIRITUALISTS CALL UP SPIRITS.

IS IT WELL TO GIVE LESS ATTENTION TO PHYSICAL
MANIFESTATIONS ?

One of the most persistent popular errors which we meet in the
columus of newspapers is that Spiritualists invoke spirits. We
still see at times the stale and would-be witty romark that it were
better to have no future life,thau to be at tho beck and call of
every circle that might choose to summon us to knock tables and
ehairs about for them. This double-barrelled charge of blank
cartridge, not satisfied with the error first allnded to, is loaded
with the other assumption that Spiritualism consists in knocking
furniture about. Ou this latter point 1 cannot help thinking that
Spiritualists are somewhat to blame for dwelling too strongly
on physical manifestations, and too frequently keeping in the
background developments of a much higher character ; and I
proposo to say a little more presently about it. With respect to the
first, I may say that it is not very long sinco our secretary roceived
a letter, asking for directions for the invocation of spirits, and
especially asking how to call up the special spirit with which the
writer might at the moment wish to communicate. Tho natural
feeling of a Spiritualist is to langh at such questious, but it inaybe
worth considering whether Spiritualists have been always careful
to deny the erroneous assumption. Havo they properly put before
the public tho fact that tho answering query of Hotspur to Glendower—
“ But will they come when you do call for them ? ”
remainsas pregnant to-day as it was in the days of Queen Elizabeth ?
The public should be plainly told that we do not invoke spirits, but that
wc are ready to assist them to come to u s ; that onr view is that
when we sit down to a circle we simply enable a few of the hun
dreds of spirits who are anxious to communicato with us to fulfil
their desiro to some extent, and that no Spiritualist of my ex
perience would for a moment think of summoning any spirit to
approach him.

As regards physical manifestations, it is true that, when witnessed
under favourable circumstances, they are most potent incentives to
inquiry, and, further, are not unfrequently productive of conviction
of the truth of Spiritualism. It is, however, questionable whether
they are the best or the most convincing evidence, and it may be
worth considering whether Spiritualists do not seek after them with
too much eagernoss, and even at times accept them as genuine with
somewhat greater readiness than is1altogether wise. With regard
to physical manifestations generally very great difficulties exist, and
it is to be feared that those who seek to witness them, are oftcu too
ready to accept conditions which, however necessary they -may
appear to be, certainly are of such a character as to facilitate im
posturo, if such be intended. Total darkness, and actual immobi
lity on the part'of the visitors, carefully arranged under the direc
tion of the medium, are too commonly conditions to which visitors
submit. Under these conditions the application of tests beenmes a
matter of extreme difficulty, and in general nothing is known
beforehand of the integrity of tho medium. Under the conditions
above alluded to, the temptation to imposture is very strong, quite
irrespective of any pecuniary advantago to be secured by it. We
are all aware of the nncertainty of any manifestation sought for,
and it must be a hard thing for a medium to abstain from satisfying
visitors by doing what may be readily accomplished and very diffi
cult to detect. We must qlso remember that there may. be impostnro of which the medium is unconscious. (Hear, hear.) During
a trance, the muscles of the medium may be employed to produce
phenomena which, though .spiritual, are not of the direct character
looked for ; writing, given through the baud of a medium, is as
truly spiritual as is diroet writing, but is to an unbeliever in Spirit
ualism a totally different affair, and no one would appeal to the
former as an evidence equal to the latter.

THE FALLIBILITY OF SPIRITS.

THE NATURE OF THE SPIRITS WITO PRODUCE PHYSICAL
,
MANIFESTATIONS.
.

Another not by any means unnatural error I have seen broadly
stated in a leading article to the effect that if wo were eertain
these communications came from spirits we ought to listen to them
with tho utmost respect, and to be wholly guided by their advice.
This is precisely what Spiritualism teaches ns wo ought not to do,
and no harm would result to the cause of Spiritualism by plainly
setting before the public our views that spirits are but men dis
embodied, some being better and some probably worse than those
still in the b od y; interesting as it maybe to communicate with any,
we know that some will deceive, if possible, or otherwise injure
those whom they address. Our business is to seek for communica
tions with such as are better than ourselves, spirits from whom we
may learn something of value, but wo should be very chary indeed
of taking their advieo on matters conuectcd with our worldly affairs.
No doubt these are truisms to most of my hearers, but they ought,
so far as may be, to be impressed upon the public when such gross
ignorance is displayed as to our views of spirit life.
THE LIBEL THAT SPIRITUALISTS CONSIST OF KNAVES AND FOOLS.

Spiritualists are divided by their oppouents into two classes—
knaves and fools—the one the impostors and the other the dupes.
Notwithstanding the inquiring spirit to which I have alluded, we
still find this idea put forward ; witness the reeeut articles on the
Katie King affair, and on the late trial of Buguet. Whenever an
imposture is exposed, or alleged to havo been exposod, tho anti
Spiritualists sing a pcan and declare the ghosts laid. It matters
not to them that they rise as distinctly as ever, aud that Spiritualism
is little affected. But what it behoves us to consider is how far
Spiritualists themselves give ground for the idea by a too ready
acceptance of tho genuineuess of remarkable phenomena. A
Spiritualist ought not to accept as genuine auy of those marvels
until he has fairly exhausted all means of accounting for them en
other than the Spiritual theory. Mischief is done to Spiritualism
by a readiness to refer to spiritual agency things which we
do not understand.
Whou Maskelyne aud Cooke first per
formed at the Crystal Palace, I could not understand how
the man, whom I had seen shut up in the box, appeared at the
other end of the hall while the box continued locked u p ; and an

Another point of some importance with regard to physical pheno
mena is that so far as I know they are, in the majority of cases,
the work of spirits in a low state of development. Hence, apart from
the consideration of the waste of time and power which might be
more suitably employed iu acquiring’ information of lasting value,
there is the difficulty of guarding against the possible deceitful
ness of the spirits themselves. Also, as we are aware that tho old
proverb of u birds of a feather ” has received a gflod deal of exem
plification. in Spiritualism, we should requiro strong testimony to
the thoroughly fair and honourable character of the mediums in
whose presence physical marvels occur. In no case ought they to
be accepted without the most searching scrutiny. I hope no one
will suppose from these remarks that I have any desire to hinder
tho investigation of physical phenomena; but 1 think it worth con
sidering whether any very great advance has beeu made, or is to be
expected from these coarse developments. The transport of Mrs.
Guppy for a mile and a half through the air, remarkable as such
a manifestation must appear, differs but in degreo from the lifting of
a table bodily six inches from the iloor. If we are fully satisfied
that the latter has been doue, tliero is no reason to deny tho other.
THE INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL* PHENOMENA NOT EXPENSIVE.

At a sitting of the Conference of 1874, held in the Crystal
Palace, a gentleman present said that ho had seen nothing of
Spiritualism, and would like to investigate, but that a Spiritualist
had informed him to do so would cost him a good deal of time and a
good deal of monoy. Are there not too many Spiritualists who would
say the same thing? Is thero not among them a little too much de
pendence on recognised mediums. For myself I may say that most
likely 1 should never have been a Spiritnali&t had 1 only sat with
known mediums. A book published ten years since, entitled
Scepticism and Spiritualism, is well worthy the notico of every inves
tigator. In it the author details her own investigations in private
eircles, without any known mediums, and the history is both inte
resting and instructive. My own ’experiences, though not so
startling, have been much of the same character, and 1 cannot doubt
were-such as any one might gain -without expending any very
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serious length of time, or any money. My investigations were
conducted at home with my wife, iny sister, or some acquaintance,
and X speedily obtained irrefragable evidence—first, that some force
was at work uncontrolled by myself or any of those who sat withme ; and, secondly, that this force was accompanied by intelligence.
In the next place the conclusion, though not so positive, was to me
irresistible, that this force was wielded not by one but by several in
telligences, and for these the convenient name is “ spirits.” Into
the next and more important question of tho identity of those
spirits I need not now enter further than to say that 1 believe in
most cases the evidence of identity must appeal personally to each
individual, and that it can rarely be transferred to a third party.
Of this class of evidence I obtained sufficient to convince me of tho
identity of several spirits.
•
I liopo nono who hear this paper will supposo that I would say a
word against recoguised mediums, or mean to object to their being
paid for giving up their time as they do. I believe most of
them to be honest and siucoro, and to be engaged in doing good by
assisting in the spread of truth and knowledge. But Spiritualism
cannot depend upon a few prominent mediums, and though I do not
urge that those should in any degroe be neglected, I would suggest
to (Spiritualists generally to employ the means always at command,
to seek in a prayerful spirit for truth and wisdom from the Father
of spirits, and I cannot doubt that more good would be done thus,
in enlarging the borders of Spiritualism privately, than by dwelling
upon startling phenomena not very readily received, and too often
of a somewhat doubtful character.
*
The conclusion of this report will be published next week.

W INTER MEETINGS OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS.
ME. F. M. PAEKES ON SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

L ast Monday evening, at the usual fortnightly meeting of the
members of tho British National Association of Spiritualists, Dr.
Sexton occupied tho chair.
THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT OF SPIRITUAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND SOME
EXPERIMENTS RELATING THERETO.
'

Mr. Chairmau, Ladies and Gentlemen,—The recent discoveries
and confession of fraud respecting the processes of spiritual pho
tography having raised serious questions, and probably much
anxiety, as to the possibility of the genuineness of so beautiful a
phenomenon, I feel myself subjected as it were to a kind of moral
demand to relate mv experiences, however small and insignificant
they may appear when summed up by those to whom I shall de
scribe them. But I must first apprize you that thoro are some, to
me, painful features respecting iny position in relation to the pro
cess I am about to describe, on account of which I must appeal to
your most charitable magnanimity.
Firstly, it is that I am nocessarily compelled so frequently to
speak of myself, and therefore make use of the egotistical pronouu in nauseating repetition; and secondly, alas, that the only
evidence 1 can present you with is solely dependent ou my own
assertions.
"
The painfulness of such a position is, I think, sufficiently evi
dent to enable you to understand the nervous diffidence I had to
overcomo by the impulse given by my impression of tho import
ance of my subject. I will oudeavour to avoid the needless occu
pation of your time by recounting my medial experiences apart
from that phase of its development which is more immediately con
nected with my present subject; therefore suffice it to say that I
am subject to the influence of several spirits who have instigated
and assisted me in the process commonly called spiritual' photo
graphy. I believo that 1 was lirst informed of the gift that was to
be developed in my medial power at the private house of a friend
whilst sittiug in seance.^ in cousequcnce of which I made several
attempts at tho house of a Mr. lxcevo, of King’s-cross. We ob
tained at lirst bands and heads aud vapoury forms, so imperfect
that they might have been supposed to be mere stains (the lirst was
taken July 13th, 1872), but eventually they became loss clouded and
more delined. In all these attempts Mr. Reeve and I observed cer
tain rules or conditions laid down by our spiritual friends.
Firstly 1 was to isolate myself for an hour or two before the pro
cess. Mr. Reeve (who was said to be developing mo) was to keep the
glass plate and collodion near.him, he was to lay his lands ou the
camera some time before operating; all chemicals, glass, etc., to be
of the purest character. Tho collodion plate to be immersed in the
nitrato bath not less than ton minutes. Meditation in the dark
room was to be my condition, and combination was the result of
my. coming out to expose tho plate for tho photographs, so that the
words isolation, meditation, and combination, wore to me a sort of
symbol of the conditions 1 was to observe, rather than an explana
tion of the method of the process.
< I he first figure I obtaiued was like a scarecrow, it was dressed
in a long coat, tall hat, the arm pointed upward, but the hand hung
downward, the coat hung loosely, tho arm was so straight, that it
looked as though produced by a stick in a coat sleeve, with a glove
on the eud to represent a hand. I am sorry to say that the
negative was lost or destroyed. Afterwards the stylo assumed that
of very bad drawings, in fact, I may describe the several phases
under the following terms
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1st. Vapoury, without form.
*2ud. Ill "defined forms.
_
3rd. Forms of vapour apparently breaking off.
4th. The vapour more collected and the figuro more opaque.
hfcli. Perfect opacity of figure.
6th. More symmetry of figuro.
•
7th. Figures larger, features better developed, and heads almost
opaque, whilst that part of the body in clothing very vapoury and
transparent.
I will here remark by the way, that the vapoury forms taken by
Mr. Beattie, of Clifton, come nearer to my earliest experiences than
anything I have yet seen,and the second and third phases resembled,
in many instances, thoso of Mr. Mumler of America. Having
summed up the poculiar traits of my progress in the art, I will
now proceed as succinctly as possible to mo to 'touch upon those
features of my experioneos which may be more interesting from
tlieir philosophical or scientific character, which to the extent of my
ability I will generalise as follows :—
1st. My sensuous experiences of the abnormal condition preceding
and accompanying operations.
I think that I cannot describe the dawn of tho influenco better
than as a sort of nervous excitement, accompanied by spasmodic
twitching of the muscular system, principally those .muscles that
are subject to tho will, although there is perhaps sonio dogree of
sympathetic action shown by those that are not subject to tho will,
and hence palpitation of the heart is often induced to a painful
degree, and, whether consequently upon this or not I do not know,
a clammy chilliness of the hands and feet. And as the time for the
process approaches, a sbnse of nervous apprehension sometimes set
in—a kind of undefinablc dread to a most painfully acute degree.
Thank God this is not undeviatingly the case ; but the moment the
operation commences, all my mental faculties seem to be condensed
upon the most painfully and intensely anxious desire for the success
ful issue of my efforts. This, I say, I fool to an extent incon
ceivable to those who have not experienced it. In many instances
the oppressiveness of this state of mind is absolute agony, and at such
times of extreme sonsitiveuoss, tho remarks of sceptical people
inflict upon mo the greatest pain and perturbation, and the nervous
irritation I feel at the bare apprehension of failure is so great that
the suggestion to change anything, nay, even tho movement of a
hand, renders it difficult for me to repress an exclamation corre
sponding to such feelings. The approach of tho influence is at onco
dotoctod by me, and frequently seems to occur with the mere
thought of the subject, or when expecting a visitor on business of
a spiritual character. Frequently this sense is of a most painful
character, and I have suffered in nerve and mind torture of a most
intense kind ; yet, I am happy to state, that in the case of my com
pany being trustful amTsympatlietic, all this gives way to a sense
of extatic reposo, that seems to turn the darkness of my soul into
glad sunshine, quelling the sadness of melancholia with the sooth
ing of a bright and happy influence, which characterises the whole
of the semi-somnolent state. Iudeed, it is requisite that all present
with me, aud especially all concerned in the process of spiritual
photography, be iu a state of evident sympathy with me. By this
I meauthat they must not feel towards mo any sense of suspicion as
to my character or mistrust of my actions, and their manner should
be kindly and congenial; any act of mistrust on their part, whether
for themselves, or for the sako of others, is detrimental to that
moral passivity or mental repose that is requisite on the part of
the medium, as well as those present, to approximate at least to the
conditions requisite for a successful issue to the proceedings.
It is impossiblo for spirits to co-operate with the wills of
those concerned in their manifestations if their mental and
nervous atmospheres do not harmoniously combine so as to effect
tho state of ‘ rapport.’ It is to this spiritual blending of soul as
characterised by the idiosyncrasy of the medium that we are
indebted for thoso manifestations of spirit existence by photo
graphy or otherwise, and it is in accord with the degree of the
faith, goodwill, and earnestness of hope and desire that our oppor
tunity of recognising departed friends will occur, and this is, .as I
have in some measure hinted beforo, purely because those elements
of sympathy and friendship that are the affinities established on
earth, as positive elements ill tho character and being of the sitter,
require that all concerned in the manifestation shall be reduced to
the same harmonised plane of negative passivity which is the
receptive condition iu which the spirit finds little difficulty in'
approaching its earthly friend, no opposing force to the idiosyncrasy
of its character can be found in so purely negative an element as
that evolved under such circumstances.
Science, unfortunately, is not in a condition to deal with such a
state of things as this ; because, being based upon material observa
tions, it necessarily condemns those facts that cannot be reduced by
the principles of induction that she requires, and she derides them as
subjective and illusory ; but it is interesting to obsevvo liow clearly
this conflict between spiritual and scientific minds was conceived
eighteen hundred years ago, when Jesus said, “ Whosoever shall
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall not enter it ”
(Luke xviii. 17); and, “ Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of G od” (John iii. 3 ); that is, I tako it, Jree
from prejudice, at least; and the dogmas necessary to enforce as
axioms the requisite conditions, all show to the spiritual
student the egregious fallacy of computing the value of religious or
spiritual revelation on thp basis of ordinary scientific hypotheses.
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Those who wonld commune with angels must put on the wedding
garment of tho bidden guest, must wear the garb of angels, and
must surround tliomselves with a moral atmosphere that will not
taint that which spirits can breathe. If the}7 want friends whom
they love, love and holy harmony mustcharacterisc their meetings ;
if they want false demons, whose affinities are mammon, who would
consume them, sit then in a state of sin aud doubt, subjectively
theorising iu a material mire, with which prejudice strivos to
bespatter all things offered to the contemplation of its slave ; it has
neither love of God or man •, its wisdom is of so dark an order that
it admits not of faith, nor hope, nor charity, and tho only god that
it can snrely worship is that of its own creation, built np of selfish
ness and conceit, whose courts ring with vaiu and profane
boastings, the god in which every votary selfishly gloats, seeing
himself more or less mirrored therein, giddily mistaking his own
shadow for the god of science. Indeed, I desire to impress you with
tlic fact that 7nentul and moral conditions arc of the utmost impor
tance, and these are of two characters, attractive aud repellent in
proportion, to their combinations, winch vary iu innumerable shades;
these aro—
Firstly, attractive. Goodwill; confidence iu the operations and intentious of spirits and mediums at work; moutal passivity; friuudliness; thankfulness. These constitute faith, hope, and charity,
Secondly, repellent or counteracting conditions. Doubt of
spiritual existence ; suspicion of medium, or any one preseut; dis
sension, discussion, aud distrust in any shape. It is 110 reduc
tion of the state of mistrust to represent that certain tests are done
for the sake of other people. This com so is bad in itself, aud
worso because it suggests distrust of the medium, and mental har
mony is at once destroyed. I think it will be clearly seen here
why scientific tests fail so frequently, and more especially because
science is based upon inferences drawn by natural induction,—a
system that necessarily would fetter the principles of spiritual
agency within the limits of a material bondage. I will not quote
ticripturo here, but merely attract your attention to the fact that,
in the New Testament especially, perhaps in tho life of Christ and
teachings of St. Paul, are convened instructions of the most lucid
character for spii itnal conditions such as possibly science caunot
demonstrate by any material analogy. I think I need not tire with
further particulars of the moral conditious, and will thereforo give
the physical conditions requisite to enable the spiritual agents to
operate by means of theso moral conditions. It is required that
I should sit for an hour or moro per day, in fact, until I am im
pressed with the ideal conviction that 1 have sat long enough in
my dark room to effect the purpose. At times I am informed by
raps that X may leave, and at others a distinctly heard voice gives
mo tho permission.
All the chemicals should he kept in this dark room, and no one
should be allowed to go in or even to look inside. X have not kept
these conditions rigidly, but have had to suffer accordingly ; there
fore I do not mean to assert that it is impossible to take a spirit
photograph without the strictest observance of all theso conditions,
but X do mean most positively to asseverate that success cannot be
fully attained without, and that tho breach of any one of them
inllicts most serious mental or nervous suffering upon the medium,
as much mental effort is dotnauded to overcome the aberrations of
the psychic clement thus induced by the admission into it of elements
possessed of opposiug or disturbing characters to attributes of the
medial primary force. This fact will be found to be a most inte
resting field in the study of metaphysical science about opening to
the world in modern Spiritualism. X assure you that I suffer loss
of memory to a most painful extent from this cause alone, and I
firmly believo that if I were to consent to continue my experiments
in spiritual photography under such imperfect conditious as I have
not infrequently allowed, that absolute mental derangement would
ensue. The camera must be mesmerised by some mediumistic
person whose character is sympathetic with the medium. Xt is
imputed to Mahomet to have said, u There aro two things which X
abhor—:tlio learned man in his infidelities, and the fool in liis devo
tions ; ” and I quite agree with Mahomet, for I consider that theso
are two out of the enemies te the advance of spiritual knowledge—
first, the scientific sceptic, whose vanity is such that he cannot brook
the introduction of any truth which is beyond the measure of his
meutal calibre; secondly, the fool who immediately accepts as super
natural all that he cannot or does not uuderstand—fogs and stains
on photographic plates iu particular ; but thirdly, and above all, the
learned humbug, who is a carping hypocrite to the very backbone,
toning his sceptical theories so as to enlist the sympathies of preju
dice in auy shape, and so loses that faint glimmering of spiritnal
light which haply might bo springing up iu his soul, extinguishing
the perception of some of the sublimost and most vital truths which
God in His love and mercy has vouchsafed to man. Kespectiug the
power of discerning or seeing of spirits, much has been written and
said by science, and it is in that direction a favourite hypothesis
that spiritual visions are subjective and illusory; and this is con
ceived to be tho case principally on account of three circumstances,
viz., firstly, because tho spectres aro said to be seen in the dark as
though by a bright light, although there is no light in tho place ;
secondly, because whilst some persons profess to seo them, they are
yet invisible to others present at tho same time ; thirdly, because of
their absolute indifference to the opposing force of solid substances,
furniture, etc.,—nay, even bolted doors or walls offering no obstruc
1
tion to their progress or admission.
.
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I here offer it as my humble opinion that it is on these three
points that spiritual photography casts very great light, and I will
endeavour to illustrate this by narrating an account of some ex
periments. I^ast autumn (1874) X was induced to make some at
tempts to take spiritual photographs iu a seance room, with a fire
in it, by the aid of the magnesium light, as some preseut are aware,
and X found that although aberration of the psychic element, in
ducing distortions and disproportions of the spiritual image
occurred to a greater degree than in daylight, yet, upon the
whole I was tolerably successful. It was nuder these circum
stances that I noticed that whilst the sitter cast an intense
shadow 011 tho background tho spirit did not seom to inter
cept tho light iu tho least degree, lfere was a field for much
thoughtful labour, and aided by my kiud spirit friend, Dr. Woolev,
I Lad often observed a spirit standing on tho same spot as the
table besido tho sitter, aye, X have seen the sitter invested by the
form of the spirit, as the end of the rainbow may sometimes bo
seen to penetrato a distant tree or cottage, without the least dis
turbance or inconvenience to either, so the absence of shadow caused
it to recur to m37 mind that tho spirits had stated in my earlier
communications with them that there were no shadows on or about
the spiritual figure. This struck me as an impossibility, for,
thought I, how can form and definition be mauifest without contrast
of light and shade ? but the conviction of this truth was brought to
me, through my spirit friends, in circumstances I will endeavour to
describe. I am generally able to see the spirits present at tho time
X am photographing, especially if they are interested in the pro
cess ; in this case they usually present themselves. iu a state of re
markable wliiteuess; the appearauce of light seems to arise in the
purity of this whiteness, aud their success in representing them
selves on the sensitised plate seems due more or less to this power;
in cases of low power the white seems to decline into a yellowish
drab, and sometimes grey. Whilst attending to the burning of
the magnesium wire (luring the process, my eyes were much
affected b}r the intensity of' the light, and to my great
surprise, I found that my spiritual vision was much interrupted
by the spectrum produced on tho retina. Whilst cogitating in sur
prise that the material vision should so affect the spiritual, I was
told that it was the result of that necessary sympathy that exists
between the material and spiritual orgauisaiion, and which is requi
site to maintain the state of harmony by which body and soul are
united. Close upon this circumstance followed the surprising
discovery that I conld seo the spirit without turning my face, or
even my eyes, to tho background, but merely by directing my
thoughts to the subject. Now it occurred to me, that if tho spirit
were objective, as I had no doubt it was, it must possess the power
of projecting its light through my skull to the point of perception,
without the need of the optical apparatus of the eye to carry it
there, so I determined to try an experimeut as to the power of
spirit-light to pass through opaque substances, and I was somowhat strengthened iu my hope that it would prove to be the case,
because the spirits had said so, as far back as May 24tli, 1872. Then
Mr. Burns attended a seance where 1 was controlled by a spirit who
said that the lens had nothing to do with tlie spiritual photograph,
this flashed upon my mind with tho idea that, as the spiritual
visitors were not ameuablo to the optical por/er of the lens, they
would not be so to the spectroscope or the binocular camera, but, to
demonstrate fcliis with absolute certainty, T devised, by the aid of
Dr. Woolcy, the following experiments. I placed iu the middle of
the camera a small looking-glass, at an angle of 43 degrees,
so as to reflect tho imago or images coming in through tho
lens upon tho side of the camera. I then sensitised two glass
plates, and, having placed one that had been prepared ordi
narily on the side, and one prepared spirit nail}7 in the usual
place, and behind my little reflector, X took my seat as a sitter,
enveloped in a white tabic-cloth, to reflect the light and to
reduce the time of sitting, the lens being uncapped and the mag
nesium light on. X sat about lift}7 or sixty seconds, then proceeded
to develope the plates. The result was that my imago came most
imperfectly at tho side of the camera, and tho spirit at the back.
This was quite what I expected, hut a most interesting circum
stance was here made apparent. You are aware, I presume, that
tho camera takes the object in an inverted position, a fact that the
late Mr. John Leech made subject to his keen sense of tho
ridiculous. One of his humorons pictnres represents a certain
Miss Priscilla, a somewhat antiquated prude, being aware
that her image would appear in tho camera standing upon
its head, had taken the wise and modest precaution to tie her
dress about her ankles with her handkerchief, but iu the case of
the spirit who appeared on my plate this was needless, for lo! it
was upright; As you may imagiue, I was much astonished at this
unexpected circumstance; but iny spirit friends explaiued that as
their images were not amenable to the glass leus, they were not
inverted by it ; yet in the case of a spirit placing itself by the side
of a sitter, it was of courso requisite to produce an inverted image,
and herein was ono of their greatest difficulties in taking spirit
photographs. Having recleaned and resensitised theso same
plates, and haying proved by the means just related that tho
psychic element which operates on the plate, be it mesmerism or an
actinism of a far subtler nature than the ordinary, was . not
amenable to material conditions, I was induced to try another
experiment some days after (when I had a sitter), which was to
place two spiritually "sensitised glass plates one behind the other in
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the dark slide, and so expose them, expecting, as not only glass but calling electricity a fluid and speaking of it as a eurront, so must
mahogany also was transparent to the spiritual aura, its penetration we in addressing material minds speak of’ the psychic element as a
might produee a photograph on the second in addition to the first fluid, commonly calling it animal magnetism, but this animal mag
. plate; but this proved not to bo the ease for the whole of the force netism is perhaps best defined as the least substantial of matter and
of tlie aura was expended upon the one plate, and therefore eould not the most so of spirit. It is the plastic means of spirit tenure
reach the under one. But to return to my former position. After upon earthly dwellers, and the flowing river connecting the
I had recleaned the plates I thought I would sensitise one in my shores of this and the other world. The sum total of the different
dark room spiritually, and the other ordinarily in the room where phases of character, the idiosyncrasy of the medium, determines the
it was to he exposed, which I did by the very feeble light of a peculiar land of power ho may manifest, or, strictly speaking, the
paraffine lamp. I was resolved to try an experiment upon my kind of manifestation. The application of this substance to anything
mental eondition, which I did as follows : I obtained a soup plate, spiritualises it or renders it susceptible to influenee, bo it table,
which I Heated in a pan of water, and whilst in that position, with chair, or photographic plates and chemicals. The fact is, that when
niy eyes closed I placed the glass plates in it, as shown in the anything is to be placed at tho service of the spirits, it has to be
diagram, so that i might not know which was the spiritually charged with this psychic eloment which is characterised by
prepared glass, and then to render it more sure I set the soup plate the mediumistie mind. Spiritual communion and photography
whirling, and after several turns took them out and placed 1hcm appear in some manner to be very intimately connected with
in the camera. By this means I was quite unable to tell which was my mind and mediifmship. I believe that this peculiar attri
prepared in the dark room, and which in tho room in which I bute of the mental psychic element or aura to become charac
was photographing. The result was no spirit. I again cleaned terised and doveloped has much, if not all, to do with tho
the glasses, and having marked the one I intended to spiritualise, human power of acqniring proficiency in tlie fine arts, music,
that I might after the experiment reeognise it, I acted precisely and painting, hence that genius in theso directions is at
as before, and although the spiritualised plate fell into its place once least a species of medial development. The spirits are enabled
or twiee during theso trials, yet I could get no spiritual photo to handle those things which are duly charged with this wonderful
graph. Thus was my inquiry answered as to whether doubt or element, provided they are in characteristic harmony with the mental
uncertainty in my mind affected tho success of tho operation. idiosyncrasy of the medium, or of those in such sympathy with his
Again I made the attempt, but in this instance I omitted the whirl as to enable them to combine or effect the necessary association of
ing and knew the position of the plates; the result was, as in tho power. The conditions I am directed by my spirit friends to ob
, first instance,» a spirit-photograph. I made several experiments serve have been doubtlessly regarded by sceptieal persons to be
subsequently of a similar character, and the results were precisely simply devised for the purpose of resisting all attempts to investi
similar, proving that any uncertainty or doubt in my mind had in gate the phenomena thoroughly, and I must admit that from tho
itself sufficient potency to destroy tho spiritual power.
common standpoint of material philosophy there appears to bo
I must now draw your attention to a very remarkable feature in much food for suspicion, and 1 here positively aver that I never yet
my photographs, ¿.e., that there is always, more or less, a land of saw or read of a spiritual manifestation that was not in some way
mistiness, or want of focal concentration, in the appearance of the open to the ready theories of suspicion.
spirit, which arises from two causes .-—Firstly, that as tho spirit
Suspicion is surely the mother of scandal; so great is tho family
figures are not amenable to tho lens, of courso I cannot focus likeness they never were known to be quiet or to lack a snbjccc for
them; I generally see them, and however tho camera is moved, their animadversions.
•
backwards or forwards, it makes no difference to their appear- ; Many suspicions, circumstances have occurred to me in my own
ance, so that I am obliged to plaee the instrument in just such a mediumship as regards myself, but as I could not suspect myself of
position as the spirit’s appearance demands, so as to harmonise it playing off a trick for the sole purposo of deceiving myself, I could
with the sitter. Secondly, the light or psychic element, by which not suspect spirits to have evil intentions against mo, so I havo
the spirits are photographed, not being reflected, but emanating been enabled to judge on this point as none but a medium may, but
spontaneously from them, they cast no shadow, and tho expression' in this and the mental suffering it has cost me, I have read a grand
of their forms can only be received upon the plate-by means of tho and glorious lesson. It is that those who would cuter upon that
varied or modified intensity of their luminosity, which you may kingdom which Christ taught was at hand, who would reach over
better comprehend by comparing them to a flame, where you see the its glorious throsbold, must put on the garb of Faith, Hope, and
contrast effected by the dark part of it beside the brighter. I think Charity, leaving science as far too narrow in its material phases
you will feel no difficulty in perceiving by this moans the cause of for the students of Divine Light, and follow the teachings of those
the flatness frequently presented by the photographs of my spirits, spiritual authors who say that yonr faith should not stand in the
depth of shadow being most difficult to obtain under sueh circum wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. ii. 5.)
stances, more especially that extremely fine gradation of shade
But the natural man pcrcciveth not the things of the Spirit of God,
producing tho optical effect of rotundity. We all know that tho for they are foolishness unto him; neither can lie know them,
sun and moon appear to bo fiat discs from tho same simple cause, becauso they are spiritually discerned (verse 14 same chapter), and
and were yon to photograph a white flame of any shape, you could I state that faith, hope*, and charity are tho conditions for
only get a flat picture, whose outline alone resembled the original. spiritual progress, but the greatest of these is charity. Charity
Herein, then, rests the most striking difference between the photo suffereth long, and is kind; charity envicth not; charity vauntgraph of the sitter and that of the spirit: the former is taken by a eth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself, nnreflected light projected from his body, and the latter is the result seemly, secketh not her own,' is not easily provoked, thinlccth
of the psychic element that originates from the spirit, and is, there no evil, rejolceth not in iniquity, but rejoicetli in tho truth,
fore, not a photograph, but a psychograpli, and I here venture to beareth all things, believoth all things, endureth all things
offer these propositions, namely, if the spirits are photographed, may (ver. 4, 5, G and 7). But such a state of things is raro; at
they not only be taken by stereoscopic or binocular camera ? and, least, I have been compelled to adopt jnst such conditions as would
for the same reason, are they not amenable to such laws as would not havo been needed otherwise; 1st—perfect sanctity of the dark
render the spectroscope available as a means of analysing their com room, no soul hut myself to be allowed to go or look in ; 2nd—ditto
position ? If the common error were true that spirits must be mate-, respeeting eamcra; 3rd—to keep all chemicals relating to the camera
rialised to bo photographed, it is clear that the subject comes at once proeess iu tlie dark room, and not to allow them to be contaminated
within the range of the science of physics. But surely this is by any other touch than my own ; 4th—to sic in the dark room at
not. so, for I think wo havo proved that the light emanating from a least two hours prior to a sitting for tho purpose of spiritualising
spiritual body is as spiritual as its source. In the various histories the ehemieals; 5th—to collodionise, sensitise, develop©, and fix the
of ghosts, ancient and modern, do we not read of their being seen plate in the dark room. As I have said before, I do not mean to
in the dark by tlieir self-emanating luminosity. Indeed, this is the assert that the breach of any one of those conditions would be fatal
most common form of manifestation. Again, do we not read of their to the getting of a spirit photograph, for, on the contrary, I have
passing into houses and rooms -with closed and locked doors and often succeeded in the breach of ono or more of them, but at such a
windows, and are there not many instances of their penetrability by cost of nervous or mental pain and health that a little repetition of
passing across rooms, heedless of obstructions, as furniture, &e., for it would soon remove me from the scene of my earthly labours, and
they pass through them ? I cannot do be tter than refer yon to Mrs. thereforo I have been compelled to desist from snoh departures from
Crowe’s Night ¡Side o f Nature for authentic records of this character, tho laws of my spiritual controls. My good and wise friend Dr.
it is published by Kontledge and Co. for 2s. Now observe how Wooley has, after much careful observation, been able to make mo
these conditions of the spiritual body affect tho photograph?: comprehend tlie principles and the necessity for the observance of
supposing it to be behind the sitter, if weak it will appear so ; if theso conditions; for lie says they are framed to accord with and to
stronger, as if investing him with its gauzy frame; and if more enable the free action of certain spiritual laws, empowering them to
intense, as if in front of him. I havo before attempted to show that act in harmony with material laws, a section of the great principle of
the size and perspective of the spirit prove nothing in ‘this respect, correspondence which lie torms the parallel action of spiritual and
on account of their being unaffected by the focal power of the lens. material forces, and he explains this to apply to the modus operands
Again, if the intensity is such that the develop© rproduces opacity, of the spirit in the process of spiritual photography in the following
then ¿he spirit obscures tho sitter although behind him, and appears manner: The chemicals and glasses having been impressed or
most deceptively in front. Now, in conclusion, as to conditions, eharged with my characteristic aura, so as to be rendered sensitive
my conditions as they now exist aro fully as follows: and it is to spiritual action, are ready for work; tho means by which this is
hoped that what I have stated, with further explanations which I accomplished I have before described. You will now perceive that
shall attempt to give, will be sufficient to show that they aro not as the plate under these conditions becomes spiritually as well as
many suppose, setup as stnmbling-blocks to investigators, but tho materially sensitive. The developer is also capable of acting
actual means of placing eertain things at tho disposal of spiritual spiritually, provided it is worked in the sphere of my own uncon
agencies; just as science must be material in its mode of thought, taminated a w a 7 and the same, indeed, in every part of tho
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process, one of the grandest conditions being the isolation of
my aura, by means of tlio dark room being held sacredly
free from the intrusion of any otherwise eharaeterised aura, whether
the same bo introduced either bedily or mentally. The sensitiveness
of the glass plato to spiritual aetionis maintained by the mesmerising
of tlie camera; in these conditions lies all that can be done by the
medium, the rest lies'with the sitter and those present. If they
are truly spiritually-minded, their suecess will be perfect, and inthis
sense I use tho expressive language of our Lord, “ be it according
to thy faith.” I think it behoves every Spiritualist to study tho
great lawof correspondence, that by it lie may be enabled to appre
ciate tho eonsisteney and value of conditions: I mean the corre
spondence of the two worlds; for as there is a material world, so is
there a spiritual world ; there is time in this, and eternity in that;
there is a spiritual body and a natural body; so there aro material
deeds, or things worldly, and spiritual deeds, or things heavenly.
The acts of a man’s life liore are producing corresponding results
in a spiritual sense, and so preparing his place in the groat hereafter.
In accord with this principle of correspondence, there are two sides
to every question concerning spiritual manifestations which may bo
hypothetically redueed, viz., the material and the spiritual; hence,
while-one class of thinkers imagines that the fact proves the hypo
thesis, some think that another hypothesis would explain tho fact.
Hence the tendency of the mind to materiality or spirituality
decides the result, and herein science hangs upon the horns of a
dilemma. I will not claim your patience while I relate the
several absurd theories that have beeu invented to account for tlio
phenomena as imposture; but, in concluding, merely state in a few
words my motive; this I do first negatively. I do not desire
notoriety, nor to make money by the process; I shall never make
it, because suecess demands the utmost purity of purpose. Truly,
I have charged for sittings, but simply with the view of meeting tho
expenses incurred by loss of time and cost of materials, and for
nearly three years I gave all free sittings, as many can testify,
until misfortune compelled another course. All I can say is, it is
one of the most glorious gifts imparted by God to man; and if I
can induce sufficiently spiritually-minded men to go home to prayer
fully and persistently practise in their own. families, wo shall soon
have abundant testimony of this groat truth, and I shall fiad an
ample and a glorious reward.
1
I stand here more for the purposo of asseverating the truth of
spirit photography than for the purpose of contending with scientific
men, who simply possess the power, as.I do myself, of imitating
the results, and I admit that they can produce the imitations by very
simple means. In truth, they can produce far better artistic results
than those which I eoino here simply to assert to be true. I have
no dcsiro to go on taking spirit photographs; I do not want
notoriety; I have kept out of print as much as I ean; indeed those
who have drawn mo into printing the results know that I have long
objected to it, not alone from that nervousness which is charac
teristic of mediums, but because I thought that it would bo iujurious in many ways. Spirit photography, I think, cannot bo
made remunerative; at all events I now givo littlo time to it, and
am so tied to my ordinary business that it was only by asking per
mission that I was able to come here to-night.
The secretary, Miss Kislingbury, then read the following letter
from Mr. Charles Blackburn:—
B e a r M iss K i s l i n g b u r y ,— Herewith are a few spirit photo
graphs, numbored consecutively, by our mutual friend, Mr. Dami
ani, of Naples, who gave me them to show to Mr. Harrison ; and
in proof of their genuineness, they were taken whilst lie was pre
sent, at three o’eloek in tho day, at the top of his own residence,
which has a flat reof. The medium was the “ Baroness Cerrapica”
(with whom I had a pleasant evening and trance seance).
No. 1 shows her seated in front of a bird cage, with Major
Vigilante a little to her right; Miss Rossenberg behind the cage,
and a Roman Catholic “ Canon Fiori,” standing up behind a chair;
whilst Mrs. Damiani sits next to Miss Kossenberg, but is almost
extinguished by the spirit-light; Mr. Damiani and the artist, a
young medinm, not in view.
This was the 1st attempt
No. 2, shows the same parties, 2nd ,,
jj
3,
?>
j)
3rd
„
4, „ an additional person, 4th „
„
5, „ Sig. Damiani in it,
5th „
„
5£, „ a lady,“ FrenchMedium,” Gth „
(With Major Saville and others, with a hand
appearing above a screen whieh had been put
up to try for faces.)
„
6, shows the same parties, last attempt, viz., 7th.
The photographer is not a professor, but only an assistant in a
shop, whom Mr. Damiani knows, and who got him to bring his
^apparatustotryif such a thing were possible as spirit photographs,
the results up to now are herewith, and are to be eontinued. I told
Mr. Damiani that faces or forms appearing would never satisfy me
(or the world), unless they were recognisable as deeeased friends,
in which he quickly aequiosced, but added, Wo must begin with
what comes.”
Of courso these photos, can bo on view at Great Russell-street,
for the benefit or curiosity of visitors, for a few weeks, and then
I claim them, as being the first from any truly reliable source on
which I could depend.—Very truly yours, C iia s . B l a c k b u r n .
Inns of Court Hotel, Lincoln’s-inn-flelds, London, W.CSaturday, 4th Deo,, 1875.
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Mr. A. L. Henderson said that as a member of the National
Association of Spiritualists, and as a convert to the phenomena
called spiritual, ho wished to know whether Mr. Parkes re
membered pne of his earlier pictures in which a eross was intro
duced. If so, could he explain why the baekground was imperfeetly
stopped out in such a way as to show that it had been done by
»hand.
•
Mr. Parkes said that he remembered the picture, but that tlio
background had not been stopped out at all, and he should like to
submit it to some other photographer to have the point settled. If
Mr. Henderson meant to say that he did it, all he could say was
that such wras not the case. Still if they searched liis pictures
•through they would find more suspicious things even than that,
and although lie was perfectly aware of the fact, it did not stop
him from laying them before the public. All he said was that he
could not account for them.
Mr. Henderson a^ked would he submit that picture to an expert
in photography ?
Mr.. Parkes said that Mr. Reeves had taken away that and many
of tho other early negatives to America, but his more recent nega
tives anybody might have.
Mr. Henderson asked how it was that in some of the pieture3tke
spirits produced themselves in positive form on negative plates.
Mr. Parkes said that he did not know that such was the case; as
he was a photographer, such a fact would not have been likely to
have escaped his observation, but would have made a strong im
pression upon him ; if such a thing had occurred, he could not give
any reason for it.
,
Mr. Henderson said that a long time ago lie made him an indirect
offer of £50, to be paid to the [National Association, or any other
institution, for a seance at whieh spirit photographs should be pro
duced under test eonditions, but that no notice had been taken of
his offer; Buguet also refused to let him have a test seance.
Mr. Parkes said that he believed that a successful spirit photo
graph could not be bought with money, and that if he went to Mr.
Heuderson’s studio ho should probably fail to obtain one. Mr.
Henderson might attribute it to whatever cause lie pleased, but he
(Mr. Parkes) now kuew why he could not get spirit photographs
under those conditions.
.
Mr. Henderson remarked that all investigation appeared to bo
shut out, and that Mr. Parkes might be the greatest impostor
living.
Baron Holmfeld asked whether any of the photographs had been
identified as the portraits of people who had departed this life.
Mr. Parkes said that several of them had been so recognised.
The Baron remarked: As you say that they have been iden
tified, I believe you.
Mr. Parkes replied : I appreciate your sympathy, and my feeling
is one of gratitude.
*
Mr. A. Joy narrated liow he had obtained fair evidence that
genuine spirit photographs had been produced in America.
Dr.Haliock said that in tho midst of tho manydoubts that had been
broached in the diseussion, an iueident in the Old Testament had
been brought to liis mind, how in tlio presence of Pharaoh several
persons could make snakes, but the snake of one particular man ate
up all the others. In the case of the photographs the serpent which
would swallow up all the others would bo the absolute and unmis
takable portrait of a person in tho other life. He (Dr. Ilallock)
would never put a single foundation stone of his faith in Spirit
ualism upon anything which* depended merely upon the character
of the medium. Where the test conditions were not good, he might
admit tho probability or otherwise of the manifestations being
genuine, but should feel that they were not proved. Peoplo of all
kinds of moral character wore mediums.
Mr. Parkes said that the recognition of a spirit photograph was
to his mind the only truo test.
Dr. Sexton remarked that although tho spirits would not let any
body enter the dark room with Mr. Parkes, he had by their permis
sion watched tlie process all the way through by gazing through a
sheet of glass fixed in the door for tho purpose.
Mr. Harrison said that his acquaintance with Mr. Parkes, al
though a very slight one, had indueed a feeling of respect for him,
and he thought that all the listeners ought to be grateful to Mr.
Parkes for the unreserved way in which he had stated his experi
ences that evening. He (Mr. Harrison) had never seen a ' spirit
photograph taken by anybody under test conditions, but the nearest
approach to such a seance took place one day with Buguet. He
(Mr. Harrison) had had about sixteen years1 experience as an
amateur photographer and writer for tho British Journal o f Photo
graphy, had taken thousands of pictures, some of them by recondite
processes not practised by tlie trade, and he knew every mode by
which sham ghosts could be produced. He had watched Buguet all
through Jiis operations, entering liis every action at the moment it
was performed, in a pocket-book in shorthand, and he had been
uuable to find out any trickery. What he thus saw and noted had
been published in The Spiritualist. Buguet gave Mr. Crookes the
same facilities, and Mr. Crookes eould discover no" tricks; but both
of them had wished for further seances from Buguet to sift the
matter. Wliero the test conditions were not good, another question,
besides the integrity of the photographer, came into play, namely,
the integrity of tho spirits, and he was sorry to say that ho knew
for certain that the lowest of the latter, more often than was sup
posed, made desperate attempts to impose upon sitters, even where
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not molecular, constructed of some other combination of atoms—
that is the thing, whatever it be, we call S o u l —and this is tho
thing whose existence psj’diology therefore affirms, and whoso
nature and qualities it is the province of psychology to investigate.
At the conclusion of the reading of the summary, there was a
prolonged pause, after which
.
Mr. F. lv. Munton said—Some twenty years ago, when very
young, I was honorary secretary to a small debating club not a
hundred miles from Lincoln’s-inn, and the experienced gentleman
in the chair at that time complained that I did not perform my duty
as such secretary, and he impressed upon my mind the constant
necessity of making myself useful when there was a lull in the
debate, by filling up the gap. (Laughter.) Tho question thou
under discussion was of an important character, and one upon
which almost every oue in the room had something to say, yet at
the outset there was a lull, somewhat as on the present occasion,
which I now rise to break, in accordance with tho advice then given.
The question wo have under our consideration to-night is, I think,
about the most important one which any human being, male or
female, could study, for if Professor Tjuidall’s views are wholly
correct, they will destroy all the earlier teachings of our lives and
of those of our forefathers. I need not say that if we disagree
with what lie lias said wo must approach the subject in a grave and
serious manner, for Professor Tyndall is a man whose opinions
carry tho greatest weight. At the same time, however clever a
man may be, if he once asserts that he has come to a certain con
clusion’and that he will not inquire further as to whether such
couclusion can bo answered or not, we are entitled to complain of
that course of action. He and Professor llnxlcy have in effect said
that they would not inquire into tho alleged evidence that there is
something outside the material universe.
The Psychological
Society says: “ We believe there is something outside the body,
and there is positive evidence that that something exists.”
It is proved by certain phenomena, which many of us have
tested; we do not attempt to say from what cause, these phe
nomena come, -but we have sufficient evidence to induce ns to
place ourselves before the public, and demand further patient
inquiry; at all events the question is entitled to a hearing. Quito
apart from the intrinsic merit of Professor .Tyndall’s article, I
thiuk that tlie way in which it is put together makes it one of tho
cleverest essays which has appeared for some time, but for this
very reason we must take a discount from his conclusions, and not
be led astray by his eloquence. He says that when the vapour
rises from tlie sea at one poiut, and deposits itself upon the top of a
mountain in costal form at another, the translation and transforma
tion are effected by matter alone, nothing more than temperature
being necessary to effect the change. That this is so none of us
have much doubt. He then tells ns liow, while gazing at the oaktree planted by Sir John Moore, that ho found round about it several
straggling oaklets, and he thinks nothing but matter and its iulierent forces was necessary to produce them. What makes it grow?
says he. What makes human beings grow? Nothing but matter. •
He ignores a soul altogether, but towards the end of his article ho
becomes less bold. What evidence can the Psychological ¡Society
give against Professor Tyndall’s conclusions ? If I establish that
the smallest of onr alleged facts is a fact, and that that fact fends to
show that he is wrong, it does not matter how small that fact may
be. I sav the phenomena have been abundantly proved. The Psy
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN. chological Society lias been said to be a society of Spiritualists,
Ox Thursday evening last week the ordinary fortnightly meeting consequent^', materialists have an objection to it; wlieioas, the .
of the Psychological Society was held at its rooms, 11, Ohandos- trnth is that tho society stands between the two. It does not say
street, Cavendish-square, under the presidency of Mr. Serjeant Cox. that either of them 'is wrong or righ t; it merely says that
Mr. F. IC. Munton, honorary secretary, read tlic minutes of the we have evidence to show that the phenomena are unmistakably
last meeting, which were confirmed. He then announced that the facts, so that only the theory remains to be supplied. I am well
aware that the discussion of this subject has been tabooed, and that
society numbered over sixty members.
Tho President said that the weather was so bad that many mem one is exposed to ridicnle in bringing forward the facts; most
bers who intended to be present were snowed in ; indeed, the pioneers are. When it was first prominently announced in this
attendance had been so thinned by tho weather that the Council country that something had been discovered outside of what was
had resolved to adjourn the conclusion of the discussion of that previously known, in the circumstance that articles of furniture had
moved from one side of the room to another without being touched,
evening until the next meeting.
Mr. Serjeant Cox opened the discussion by reading an abstract, there appeared to be something ridiculous in such a statement; but
drawn up by himself, of the opinions of Professor Tyndall, as set probably if it had been announced that something more remarkable
forth in the article in the Fortnightly Review. He said : Professor had taken place under different circumstances, without the seemingly
Tyndall’s argument rests upon assumptions which we emphatically ludicrous furniture element, it might have gained more credence.
dispute. First, he assumes that what we call “ matter ” is the only Now I have in common with others who claim to possess common
form of being. Second, ho asserts that if there be any other form sense and to'be able to pay fair attention to auytiling eoming under
of being it is imperceptible to us, therefore unknown and unknow one’s notice, seen enough to be able to state that there is an unmis
able, and therefore out of the circle of knowledge—an imagination takable something outside of what Professor Tyndall_calls “ mate
merely__incapable of exploration, and that timo and thought be rialism.” I could give numerous instances which depend, in no way
stowed upon it arc merely wasted. Third—that all we see and upon paid mediums (as to whom, without casting imputation, tlie
know of ourselves is material—that is to say, we are made of public are entitled to be suspicions). But I will quote one or two
matter and obey the laws of matter, we are formed of matter and cases only. Remember that this society consists of a body of gentle
as matter we 'are dissolved and dissipated and disappear and are men who; having everything to lose and nothing to gain by paying
seen and known no more. We distinctly ehallenge these conclu particular attention to the phenomena as they occur, and whin we
sions. We assert there are facts and phenomena that admit of no refer to private houses with private individuals, we are entitled
I may perhaps
other eonclnsion than the existence of some intelligence in the body to be listened to with common respect.
that is not the body. It would take a volume to describe them—£ content myself by taking one single fact, which has occurred
ean only suggest a few of them. The phenomena of dream, of som scores of times, with scores of different people in private
nambulism, of trance, of psychism, provo to demonstration that life. A slate lias been made in two parts with tho outer edges of
there is something in the body that can perceive and act without each covered with leather, so that when the two slates are shut to
the aid of the material senses and far beyond their range of action ; gether, they form a kind of pocket-book, and tlicir inner surface
that being is manifestly something other than the body, something cannot be touched by anything outside. Suppose I were to produce a
the latter, as well as the medium, were good and truthful people;
they had attempted such deception when there were uo inharmoni
ous conditions in the circle, or mental or spiritual states to invite
evil. He agreed with Dr. Ualloek that not one atom of a man’s
belief in tho facts at the root of Spiritualism should be based upon
faith. Mr. Dale Owen had had too much faith, and had been wofully
deceived in America; the Spiritualists in Paris had had too'
much faith, they had therefore been deceived, and one cf them was
now being sent to prisou, although an innocent man. Mr. Parkes
was more or less in a trance whilst prepariug the plates in tho dark
room, and how did he know what the spirits were then doing with
him? Gould they not do donble-priuting, as they sometimes
brought commonplace drapery to materialisation seances? Once
while Mr. Parkes was sitting as a medium for physical manifesta
tions in the dark, he woke up to find himself crawliug about the
room on all fours when he ought to have been in bis place. This
gave him a fright, for he know that if unfriendly people had de
tected this they would have put it down as an attempt at imposture;
if he was thus so much in the power of spirits, how could he hold
himself responsible for his acts in the photographic room? Reeently a considerable amonnt of evidence had accumulated, and
had been published in The Spiritualist, tending to prove that when
human beings are asleep their spirits leave their bodies, and are
active in another state of existence, sometimes moreover interfering
with the affairs of earth, and producing physical effects. What
evidence was there then that Mr. Henderson did not leave his body
in sleep, and that Mr. Henderson had not manufactured all the
alleged spirit photographs which lie now censured, believing them
to be taken by Mr. Parkes ? (Laughter.)
Mr. Henderson said that lie thought that Mr. Harrison was
wrong in saying that he knew every method by which imitation
spirit photographs could be produced. He (Mr. Henderson) had
allowed a person to bring his own plates, and to take a picture
himself, while he (Mr. Henderson) did nothing but look on all
through the operations, yet a ghost came out upon the plate which
had been artificially put there by means unknown to the manipu
lator. More recently lie had found out another way of throwing
forms upon the plate.
Mr. Harrison said that he thought that Mr. Henderson per
formed the trick he had mentioned, by fixing a transparency in
tho dipping bath, wliere.it would be out of sight of the operator,
and that the wooden box containing the glass bath was so con
structed that the act of shutting down tho lid of it ‘opened a
crevice somewhere, through which light would pass through the
transparency on to the plate while it was being sensitised in the
bath; thus the whole thiug eonld bo done automatically, and the
operator know nothing about it
Mr. Henderson remarked «that that was a way by which what he
had stated might be done. '
Dr. Sexton made a few remarks to the effect that wlieu a
medium had once been caught in imposture, he ought never to
be admitted again into the ¡Spiritual movement, although he might
possess genuine power, for the sitters would always bo uncertain
about him, and it was impossible to put on test conditions at
every seance.
Shortly afterwards the proceedings closed.
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slate of tliat kind (I personally have not the slightest power of this
character, and am ouly telling you what I have seen), and the
slate were placed in the hands of any lady or gentlemen here,
and that while so held in his hand a statement of twenty or a hun
dred words in length should tc written faster than any ordinary
mortal could do it, with a crumb of peueil ouly between two slates,
you would either come to the conclusion that I was a conjuror, or
that there must be something which the theory of the materialist
does not cover. My contention is, that it can be'established that
these things do occur, and that the evidence is in its way eouelusive
against the theory that tliorc is nothing whatever in tlie universe
besides what we call matter. I do not say what is the cause of the
plienomouon, or that it has anything to do with the spirits of the
dead, for I do not know. I have no positive evidence ouo way or
auother. Hut when eminent professors say there is nothing but
matter, and will not inquire into anything which tends to evidence
to the contrary, we protest against their statemeuts.
Dr. Shaw said that he was not there to advocate any materialistic
views, but he thought that the President had scarcely stated fairly
Professor Tyndall’s arguments in the FortnUjhtiy Review; he
thought that the opinions which had been stated by the President
coincided rather with those of Professor Huxley, for lie did not
think Professor Tyndall so materialistic as he had beeu made out to
be.* Professor Tyndall, he thought, wrote only to raise the ques
tion as to the fundamental character of materialism, and it ap
peared to the Professor to be merely a question as to the amount
of formative power within matter. He liad told how snow-crystals
were formed, also how the human body was aggregated, and he
asked whether the formative power were not potential in the ele
ments of both of them. He (Dr. ¡Shaw) thought that that question
had not beeu properly answered, aud that the problem of tho
existcucc of tlie soul had uotlnng to do with the subject. Ho did
not think that Professor Tyndall had spoken of the soul all through
his article; on tho coutaary he only asserted that tho power of
growth was inherent in the tree, and asked whence came the fnrniativo powor. lie (the speaker) thought the formativo power was
inherent.
Professor Tyndall liad further mado remarks about
conscience, feeling, aud living, aud liis expressions on those heads
were rather unfavourable to materialistic views.
Major Hartley said that perhaps the Psychological Socioty was
more at one with Professors Tyndall and Huxley tliau it was aware.
They were all seeking after truth. At all events they could not
suppose that brute matter constructed and sustained matter ; they
knew that there was a formative power of some kind withiu—a power
which enabled living organisms to repair themselves when injured.
That power had led meu to form the earliest kiuds of religion, and
to call tho power “ God.” Thus it was a very old idea that there
must bo something in the world besides matter. Professors Huxley
and Tyndall were bringing forward materialistic views; they ad
mitted tlie cxisteuce of unseen forces, and it was by individualising
those forces that others got to the psyche. It might be that the
conscious psyche was not dissipated when the material form de
cayed, but that it manifested through that form for a time, just as
with an electrical machiue electrical phenomena could be produced,
yet the maeliiuo did not create the electricity, for that was in tho
room already. Iu au analogous manner the human brain might
make manifest an intelligence which was previously in the room,
and so long as tho machine kept going, so loug would they obtain
what might be called intelligent forces. At all eveuts it was quite
certain that in the world there was both intelligence and for
mative force, which formativo force was also seeu in heredi
tary peculiarities. Materialists admittod that matter could
he known ouly by its qualities, for they were obliged to admit this
if they were driven homo on tlie point, yet these materialistic
views were of uso in opposing dogmas; at tho same time there
ought to be persons, like the members of tlie Psychological Society,
who tried to counteract extreme views, and bring tho thoughts of
rational men towards a common centre. (Hear, hear.) Ho did not
think that Professors Tyudall and-Huxley were to be blamed for
not giving attention to psychological matters, for they knew that
their own facts were hard enough, and could bo numbered by
millions; while those of psychologists were few and not yet classi
fied. Tho two philosophers wore doing useful work iu their
present grooves, and perhaps they did right to let others work iu
new ones for themselves. (Applause.)
Mr. Iudermaur said that lie had uevor heard any discussion oil
the subject before. The paper which they were discussing liad been
written by au intelligent man who liad made his mark in the world,
and what had tho speakers brought against the remarks of Professor
Tyndall in the shape of argumeuts on the other side ? The Presi
dent had meutioned dreams and trauccs ; but what were they, and
how did they tell against materialism ? A dictionary of words was
needed to show people what they were talking about. Ho thought
that tho argumeut of his friend, Mr. Munton, against materialism
to be most absurd, for tho writing upon a slate, of which lie had
spoken, was produced by tho friction of solid matter against the
elate, so liad a materialistic origin, and was a strong argument in
favour of materialism. Last Eriday he (Mr. Iudermaur) had been
to the Egyptian Hall to see Maskelyne aud Oooko, and lio recom
mended any opponent of Spiritualism to attend that performance.
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There they would see many wonderful things, and, after all, the
performers said that they had been produced by trickery; such
facts as these ought not to be brought against the arguments in
Professor Tyndall’s paper.
Mr. Kawlinson remarked that lie would make a clean breast of it.
He had never read Professor Tyndall’s article, had never been
to Maskelyno and Cooke’s, and had very little belief in reference to
the writings and table motions mentioued by the secretary, yet
perhaps because of his ignorance lio might arrive at clearer
'and more unbiassed views upon the subject-than some others.
Materialism said that everything in the universe was produced
and continued by matter alone, but lie could not see the possibility
of the assertion being true. He could conceive that matter liad the
power of constantly changing its form; hut tho existence of birds,
beasts, and fishes, v’as a different thing altogether from the
existence of mau, who was controlled by miud; the fact of the
existence of intelligence made an immence distinction. He ad
mitted that there was an immense power of organising in matter
—of healing and reproducing its structures—but the fact of the
existence of mind could not be conceived to be due to matter.
The Chairman moved the adjournment of the discussion. As to
the assertions that Lad been mado that Professor Tyndall’s article
was not in favour of fnaterialism, all lie could say was that tlie
Professor said that it was an answer to the oppoueuts of materia
lism, and thoso who picked out throe or four sentences to establish
any opposite view, did not come to a fair conclusion as to the
geucral beariug o f tho whole of the essay. The Psychological
¡Society said that it recognised the existence of something outside
what was called matter; this something directed the formativo
forces of orgauisod beings; in other words, there was something
in man that was not to be found iu the table before him. Man had
a will, the table had none. Mau had impressions, tables had not.
Professor Tyndall argued that the molecules in the table, wbon
surrounded by other conditions so arranged themselves as to build
up the human body, aud afterwards to exercise tlie fuuctious of
will and intelligence, and that doctrine of materialism the Psycho
logical Society disputed. It asserted that in organised life theie
was something which was uot matter, but which was tho cause of
shape and function.
Tho meeting was then adjourned.

^vobhmal iflctos.
NOTTINGHAM.
MIL AND MRS. EVERITT IN NOTTINGHAM.

To the Editor o f u The Spiritualist.”
Silt,—May I ask for a little space in your valuable paper to
present its readers with a short report of tlie lato visit to Notting
ham of Mr. aud Mrs. Thomas Everitt, of London ? In reply to a
letter of mine in The Medium, a week or two since, in which I
expressed the defire to hear from normal or abnormal speakers or
mediums, who might be willing to call here and givo their services
for railway fare and eutertainmont, I promptly received an offrr
from Mr. Everitt (who was then ou a visit to Helper) to con o
on Sunday eveuing, November 28th, and give us a lecture ou
Phenomenal Spiritualism, with Extracts from his Diary. Our com
mittee thankfully accepted the offer, and on Saturday, November
27th, Mr. and Mrs. Everitt duly arrived and were entertained by
our friends Mr. and Mrs. Westmoreland, 221, Woodborough-road,
Nottingham. During the evening the writer, accompanied by Mr.
llerod, called, aud fouud host aud hostess already participating iu
the intensely interesting seances for which Mrs. Everitt is justly
held so famous. We were requested to take seats at the table.
During our conversation tho raps ou and underneath the table and
behind Mrs. Everitt intelligently responded to the remarks .
made. Time passed quickly and we had to leave, feeling deeply
thankful. On Sunday evening, tho news having widely spread, the
room in (Jhurch-gate was well filled with au harmonious audience,
anxious to hear aud seo their deservedly respected Loudon friends.
Some, however, were doomed to disappointment, as Mrs. Everitt’s
health would uot permit of her attending. Mr. Ashworth presided,
and after, at the request of Mr. Everitt, reading a portion of the
12th chapter of Corinthians, made a few remarks. Ho said that lie
felt that he could ask thoso present to give tho fullest credence to
whatever statement Mr. Everitt might make, as he believed uo man
living to be more truthful.
Mr. Everitt then gave an interesting lecture, stating that he had
beon for twenty years a student of the science of Spiritualism.
He spoke of the desirability of approaching the subjectiu a prayerful
and serious spirit. Ilis experieuco was a marvellous one, "espe
cially where lio so forcibly described the first manifestation of
direct spirit-writing; over nino hundred words being written in.
ouly a few secouds.
The speeimeus shown were examined with interest by the
friends present. After the lecture a few fortunato ones, including
myself, were, through the kindness of Mrs. Westmoreland, invited
to attend a seanee.
* Professor Buxley has announced himself to be more an idealist than a
I feel my utter inability to do anything liko justieo in describing
materialist, and to be interested in tho philosophy of Bishop Berkeley.—E d. the marvels of that nevor-to-be-forgotteu Pentecostal Bhower,
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Haps on the table—of no uncertain sound—intelligently communi
cated -with us, and, by direction of the controlling spirit, Znippy,
wo were soon placed in our respective positions ; he also told us to
read portions of the Scriptures, in every instance the extract being
beautifully appropriate to the occasion. After a little singing tho
light was put out; we were then delighted with most delicious per
fume, accompanied with a soft, refreshing breeze, forcing from
many of us exclamations, of delight. Then came those lovely
spirit-lights for which Mrs. Evcritt’s seances are so widoly known,
which I fancy would not be difficult to distinguish from sham ones.
Then came Znippy. IIo was a fund of interest in himself. His
jokes and repartees wero highly interesting. I fear I am tres
passing too far upon your space, aud must therefore refer yonr
readers who desire an exhaustive report to the one by Mr. W. P.
Adshead, in The Spiritualist of Oct. 2nd, 1874, whero they will find
a full account of the phenomena that generally occur at Mrs.
Evcritt’s seances.
On tho Tuesday following tho second seance was held at the same
place, when similar manifestations occnrred, and, in addition, we
were favoured with an interview with the uoblo spirit John Watt,
who convorscd with us in the direct voice, and, in response to a
desire of some one at the table, wrote his name in a large bold hand
on the centre of tho ceiling—a favour, we were told by Mr. Everitt,
that is not often accorded. We were not aware at tho time that ho
had done so, but it was noticed as soon as Mrs. Westmoreland
entered the room next morning.
On the last evening, whilst a few friends were sitting, Znippy
informed us that ho had taken one of Mr. Westmoreland’s scarf
pins, and, after a little fnn at the expense of the host and hostess,
and whilst the room was light enough for us to see each other dis
tinctly, we were startled by hearing something dropped from the
ceiling on to the tablo—when, lo ! there was a scarf pin which Mrs.
Westmoreland had left on tho drawing-room tablo, in tho room
above, the night before. Wo wero also favoured with tho manifes
tation of the imitation of a circular saw, hand saw, plane, and
hammer.
In conclusion, I may say that a curious manifestation occurred
whilst Mr. and Mrs. Everitt and Mr. Herod were looking over our
church cemetery, a place of somewhat romantic appearance. Whilst
under the graves, in a largo cave of rock, knocks wore heard upou
and inside some empty boxes, which had probably contained stone.
Znippy and John Watt announced their presence.
J as. A s h w o r t h ,

Cor. Sec., Nottingham Psychological Society.
72, Rowland-terrace, Heskey-street, Nottingham, Dec. 5th,

© o m s s p o n tie n c e .
[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions
diametrically opposed to those o f this journal and its readers.]
BARON HOLMFELD ON NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND OTHER
MATTERS.
D e a r H o w it t ,—Your kind letter of the 23rd November from

Borne reached me in London, and as, besides the expressions it
contains of yonr kind feelings of friendship and of identity of labour
for spiritual development and mutual aid, yon favour me with some
remarks about questions which belong to the public domain of
letters, I think it just to send you my answer by The Spiritualist.
Your objection to the institution of which I am a honorary foreign
member, viz., that it ought to call itself u International ” instead of
“ National,” and that in its starting it has excluded Christianity
from its debates, appears to me rather due to your protracted
absence from your country than to have foundation in reality. First,
as yonr own endeavour to make religion or faith catholic or
universal never could cease to bo individual, and might bo called
“ Mr. Howitt’s catholicity,” there appears uo reason for rejecting
•the word “ National” in the peculiar British endeavour of making
Spiritualism more universal. In virbis siinusfaciles is an old, muchconfirmed adage. Your strong objection to the exclusion of
Christianity from the Association’s programme would certainly be
peremptorily appropriate if its tendency really were anti-Christian, if
American principles of Free-lovoism, or Mormonism, or French
“ Spiritism,” or Jesuitical and ultramontane schemes were at the
bottom of its aims. I can assure you that nothing of the kind as
yetis to be found in it. The meaning of tho program (allow me
to shorten the word, just as in ‘ ‘ telegram”) appears to be to abstain
from sectarian and dogmatic debates, which generally are implied
in the word “ Christian,” as suggesting that there must bo at least
a certain amount of specified dogma. Certainly there ought to be
such au amount; but this amount is to be found and introduced
by our own mental exertion, and not to bo previously and uncon
ditionally claimed or enforced. It may bo beautiful to meet with
your Christian brethren in tho fnlness of divine mutual harmony.
But, as.it scarcely is in onr power to judge about Christianity in
our neighbours, and as every human being moves in an orbit whose
rotation cannot be calculated by others it can easily come to pass
that a man appears in the aphelion as to the spiritual sun of truth,
while at a later period his place in the orbit will be in the perihelion.
We ought thus not to judge about epicycles in man’s orbit. We
know that Christianity consists in lignt and truth as to intelligence,
and in charity as tr action and life, and as love of truth and good
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has nothing to do with names, we ought not to judge according to
namoa, but follow the rule given by the T^ord Himself, judging
according to the fruits the troo bears. Whatever sympathy we
may feel for those who meet us under a Christian form, oven if it
be only nominal, our duty is principally to those and among those
who still are ignorant of the blessiugs conferred on mankind by
Christianity, and I dare say you feci and follow this duty more than
many other zealous professors of Christianity. You know this is
the meaning of the Lord’s words about the tests by which He will
recognise His followers, so I think tho consciousness of Christian
duty to those who are in neod'of your help will scttlo the Question.
Whenever you return to England you will feel glad to comfort tho
members of the Association, and to bo comforted by them.
As to your view's against iffy mentioning Quakers among those
who think themselves inspired by the Holy Ghost, and against tho
statements of the Swedish seer, I am far from considering Sweden
borg’s reports in his Diary about his racdiumistic trials and spiritual
manifestations otherwise than modern communications of spirits.
He himself never looked otherwise on them, and his own declara
tions about the unreliability of spirits are applicable) to those ex
periences, which lio never used as revelations. I am thus far from
giving credit to his visions abont Qnaker-spirits and their be
haviour ; but I believe that, as a sect, the Quakers did not generally
use illustration in a sober way of development of their rational
faculties, but as a Divino revelation, and this could not but lead to
that mystification of which I spoke and of which we complain in
.the Church of Rome and in tho modern spiritual communications of
mediums, who, instead of nsing them as facts, have faith in them as
being Divino revelations.
Allow mo to say a few words about your viows concerning
miracles as comprehending all that is marvellous and above the
natura rerum, as wo understand it. I consider miracles, if truo and
divine, to bo startling acts of Divine providenco which are calcu
lated to make a strong impression upon the external miud of tho
low, sensuous man, who is unfit to elevate himself spiritually to
truth and rational understanding of his duty and problems of life,hut
who, for aims of divino order, is to be externally led in a certain
way. Tho state of mind thence produced is of little real value, as
not originating in stern internal conviction, and it generally passes
away without great benefit to tho sensnous man acted upon, while
it has its real effect in an external state in reference to the kingdom
of the Lord, and the necessary external order. If this is the right
view you will see whence the dictum in the ehurcli, that miraclos
have ceased since its installation—the meaning of the dictum being
that through the mission of Christ tho real, true, internal way of
conviction, illustration, and faith has been opened, and the external
way by miracles is becomo quite secondary and* put in the shade.
At tho same time you seo how it is with spurious, falso, Egyptian
miracles ; the external, anti-Christian church using wonders in
order to compel the seusuous community into a certain state of
blind obedience. The application is easily made.
As to the reincarnation principle which you mention, allow me
to.state that when I was a boy of eleven years of age, in 1810, I
poudered very much over tho continuity of myself, my “ ego.” I
said to myself, “ If to-morrow, or after ten years, or in another life,
I do not feel the absolute continuity of my own personal conscious
ness, my whole existence is not worth a fig,” and I could not under
stand why I had been created. A long life has since confirmed this
persuasion of nnintorrnpted continuity of my proper “ ego ” through
all the viscissitndes of development, aud this is the cause why I
never could admit reincarnation in any sense. I know I am natu
rally created by the law of physical generation, and that 1^ am to
be spiritually regenerated by the law of spiritual evoation, in dif
ferent stages of development, as told in Genesis. 1 Hope you abido
with me in this faith.—Yours sincerely, D i r c k i n c k - H o l m fe ld .
British National Association of Spiritualists, London, December 1,1875.
IMMEDIATE HELP WANTED FOR MRS. J. W. JACKSON.
S i r ,— I have received a letter from onr well-known friend, Mr.

S. Chinnery, stating that Mrs. Jackson, widow of the late J. W.
Jackson, of Glasgow, is, with her two children, in tho deepest dis
tress, wanting warm clothing and firing this bitter weather. Mr.
Chinnery lias begged mo to make the ease known to the members
of tho National A ssociation and to other Spiritualists, so I venture
to ask you to insert those few lines iu your widely-circulated
journal, in tho hope that some aid may be offered in addition to that
already received. The following friends have kindly placed their
subscriptions in my hands:—Mr. J. N. T. Martlicze, £3; Mr. S.
Ohiunery, £ 1 ; Mr. Charles Blackbnru, £1; Mrs. Tobb, £1 Is.
The late Mr. Jackson was so well known among Spiritualists as
a writer and lecturer on mesmerism and cognate subjects that his
name requires no further introduction from me, and many of those
who knew and respected him will doubtless feel some sympathy for
his widow'.
E. K is l in u b u r y .
38, Great Eussell-street.

Mr . J. J. M orse , tho well-known trance speaker, will deliver an
address, under spirit influence, at Mrs. Bullock’s Ilall, 19, Churchstreet, Upper-street, Islington, on Sunday evening next, at seven
o’clock, Mr. R. Barber in the chair. A collection at tho close. Mr.
Morse gives his lecture without charge.
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QUARTERLY TEA MEETING in aid of Mr.

Cogman’s work at the East-end of London, will be held at his resi
dence, 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile-end, E., on Sunday, December 19th, at five
o ’clock. Tickets one shilling each.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

M

u s i c a l b o x .— A

fine Musical Box, playing eight

airs (maker, Nicoll. Geneva), nearly new. and in perfectly good
condition, is to be raffled for. Forty-eight Shares, at balf-a-crown each.
Names should be sent in to the secretary. 33, Great Russell-street, Blooms
bury, not later than Tuesday next, 14th December. Several of David
Dugnid’s spirit-paintings, executed in the trance, are also on sale at
reduced rates, at the above address.
.

PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION FOR. THE CURE
OF DISEASE, 19, Church-street, Islington. A good “ Magnetic ”
healer in attendance daily, from 11 a.m.until 2 p.m. Fee, 2s. Gd.; Sundays
and Wednesdays free. Mr. and Mrs. Bullock, principals.

T HE S P IR IT U A L SCIE N TIST, of Boston, U.S., will,

early in January, commence the publication of a translation of the
works of H. Cornelius Agrjppa, and it is devoting considerable space to
Occult Philosophy. Subscriptions, 13s. per annum, including postage, from
America. Money orders to be made payable to J. Selwood, 38, Great
Itussell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.

:

IMPORTANT NEW PUBLICATION. -

INFORMATION FOR INQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM .
A PAMPHLET, the full size of The Spiritualist, contaioiog a large
amount of information, compiled especially for inquirers, will bo shortly
issued from fahe Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office at 38, Great Russell
street, London, for sale at public meetings,
PRICE ONE PENNY.
There has long been a demand for some such publication as this, the
current spiritual newspapers not always containing the most .suitable or
most condensed information for persons to whom the subject of Spirit
ualism is a strange one.
Many thousands of copies of the publication will be printed, and lcopt on
sale by vendors of spiritual literature, and at spiritual meetings throughout
the country.
From the large circulation thus secured, it will be a

valuable channel for advertisements
To Mediums, Mesmerists, Authors of Spiritual Books, and others. The
charge for advertisements will be One Shilling for the first twenty-five
words, and Sixpence for every additional twenty-five words, or portion
thereof. Displayed advertisements Five Shillings per inch.
All advertisements should be sent in as soon as possible, as the publica
tion will come out in a few weeks’ time.
Special arrangements will be made to supply local societies with copies
at a cheap rate, if ordered in large quantities; the said societies may thus
considerably increase their incomo by the profits on sales.
.
All communications on this subject should bo addressed to the Editor of
The Spiritualist, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOG ST, MES
MERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND BIOLOGY,
ON SALE AT THE

PROSPECTUS OF THE MANCHESTER FREE PLATFORM
AND SPIRITUAL INSTITUTE.

I

T has been often a source of remark and surprise that in

this populous, industrial and intellectual centre, abounding as it does
with freethinkiog Spiritualists, there should bo no institution in existence
at which Spiritualism may find a centralised homo. And this we say with
out the slightest disparagement of any present existing institution, since it
will be seen that the present scheme will work upon such a widely different
basis as not in any degree deleteriously to interfere, but will rather
strengthen the hands o f all reformatory workers, in whatever sphere
of action.
THE PROPOSAL
then, briefly, is as follows r—To start upon a very small scale, so as to allow
full scope for development, an institute under the above title. The objects
in viow are, to form a
'
.
CENTRAL HOME FOR SPIRITUALISM,
at which Spiritualists of ell grades of opinion may froely mingle, and
facilities be given for social conference, and the reception of public and
private travelling Spiritualists, together with their introduction to the Man
chester public and Spiritualists.
In short, to offer, as far as possible, upon the small basis upon which it
will originate all the facilities of a
SPIRITUALISTIC CLUB
At which progressive workers generally may also feel at home.
.
Also to establish courses of readings, lectures, seances, &c., as may be
afterwards determined, together with a public shop and free reading-room,
at which the English spiritual journals, and, as far as possible, foreign
papers will be exposed for sale and perusal.
It is also proposed in time to establish a progressive library.
METHOD OF FLOATING THE CONCERN.
That not less than fifty persons donate £1 each, to be considered as a
gratuity, which fund in the aggregate will be devoted solely and entirely
to tho establishment o f the affair.
TO W ORK THE INSTITUTE
It will be necessary to establish a permanent income—to ensure which it
will also be necessary to have at least eighty members, at a subscription of
2s. Gd. per month, or 7s. 6d. per quarter, payable in advance, which,
together with the profit upon literature, seances, &c., is considered adequate
to commence upon.
THE COMMITTEE
Is to consist of fifteen, elected from and by the members, and will remain
in office six months. All officers to be honorary, save the manager, who
will also act as secretary.
Voting by ballot.
It is requested that all promises of membership and o f subscriptions to
the £50 fund, and all inquiries may be forwarded to it. Buxton, 44, Princesstreet, Sussex-street, Lower Broughton, Manchester, before the 15th ult.
It is also announced that a public meeting will be held to discuss the
project and hear suggestions thereon on Friday, December 3rd, at the
Temperance Hall, Ordsall-lane, Regent-road, Salford, at eight p.m.
COMMITTEE, PRO TEM.
M r . C hiswell ,
„ G eorge D awson , •
„ E dwin H all ,
„ A rchibald P roctor,
,, T hojias Perris ,
„ R owland B uxton , Secretary, pro tem.

BRANCH OFFICE OF « THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER,
38, GREAT RUSSELL-STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.
(Entrance in Woburn-street).
ALL LETTERS TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE MANAGER.

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dalo Owen
formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A standard work con
taining interesting and well authenticated facts, proving the reality of spirit
communion. It also contains an elaborate essay defining the author's views
of the relationship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s. Gd.

FOOTFALLS ON TlIE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER WORLD,

by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorbing interest, replete with
well authenticated narratives, describing manifestations produced by spirits.
7s. 6(1.

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of the Dinlectical.Socicty. This committee consisted of literary, scientific, and other pro
fessional men who investigated Spiritualism for two years without engaging
the sendees of any professional medium, after which they published the
report. Original edition, lo s .: moderately abridged edition, 5s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM,

by "William Crookes. F.R.S. The best work ever published to scientifically
demonstrate the reality of some of the physical phenomena of Spiritualism

MIRACLES

AND

MODERN

SPIRITUALISM,

by

Alfred

Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. Tills book contains a masterly argument in reply to
liume's “ Essay on Miracles." It also records a large number of interesting
spiritual manifestations, and contains some o f the personal experiences of Mr.
allace 6s

BLANCHETTE, OR THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, by Epos

Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well authenticated spiritual phenomena.
Information about the relationship of Spiritualism to Religion and Science Is
alBO given. 7s. 6d.
CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, b y G erald M assey. A brilliant,
well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly bound, with gilt edges. 2s.
LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, b y the lute J. W. E dm onds,
Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, II. S. This book consists of essays on
• the Social, Moral, and Scientific aspects of Spiritualism. 3s. Cd.

WHERE

ARE

THE

DEAD ?

OR

SPIRITUALISM

EX

PLAINED, by Fred. A Blimey, A practically useful work for inquirers,
giving general information about English professional and non-professional
mediums, also about the periodical and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s.

THE

------RISE

AND

PROGRESS

OF

-------------------------SPIRITUALISM

IN

ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman. Contains important facts connected
with the early movement in this country with which the author was identified
and an account of some of the most remarkable of liis personal experiences. Is

Just Published.

Pric« 2s.

ALIFORIAN HOMES FOR EDUCATED ENGLISH

C

MEN. A practical suggestion for a model colony—Congenial English
society, lovely scenery, a delightfu climate, and the most fertile of soils.
By Frederick A. Binney.
London Simpkin, Marshall and Co.

T O MR. RICHMOND.— Geo. Smith would he

glad of

an opportunity to correspond with tlie gentleman named Richmond,
who was sta.ving at Richmond Hotel, Bowliug Green, Kentucky, U.8., in
December, i87v, if no will kindly send his address to G. J. {Smith,
Spiritualist office, 38, Great Russell-street, London, tiil called for;

PARTS.—Parisian readers of The Spiritualist may obtain

it of Mme. Ve. Denax, Titulaire du Kiosque, 24G, Boulevard des
Capucines, Paris.

M R. S. R. REDMAN, Professor of Animal Magnetism,

begs to inform inquirers and others, that he is prepared to attend
Private Stances at tho houses of investigators, and give unique illustrations
o f Mesmeric and Psychological Phenomena, as recently given by him
before the members of “ The Brixton Psychological Society.” For terms
and particulars apply by letter to Professor Redman, Brixton-hill, S.W

jyg-ESMERISH,

ELECTRO - BIOLOGY,

FASCINA-

H ow to mesmerise, fascinate, and produce electro-biological phenomena.
H ow to know Sensitive S ubjects.
How to develop Clairvoyant Media .
H ow to produce S leep in any one at will.
DR. MOSES RIGG can teach any person efficiently by post. Pamphlet
and tesiimonials gratis, or by post, Id. stamp. Address, 9, Granvlllosquare, London, W.C. At home daily from 10 till 5.

LE

MESSAGER, a fortnightly Journal, published on

the 1st and 15th of every month, at 3G, Rue de la Cathédrale, Liège
Belgium. Price 2d., or 5 francs yearly,

D EVUE SPIRITE, Journal detudes psychologiques,
-L%J fondé par Allan Kardec, appears on the 1st of every month. Price,
1 franc. Published by the Société Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille. Paris. Post
Office orders payable to M. Leymarie.
'

THE SPIRITUALIST.

IV

Spmtwdist
ESTABLISHED IN 1SG9.

p IIA E G E

FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

Hnlf-a-crown

for

^ the first fifty words or portion of fifty words, .and sixpence for every ten
words in addition. Ten initial letters or figures count as one word. Displayed
Advertisements Five- Shillings per inch. Reduced terms for extended periods.
“ The Spiritualist" is a very good medium for advertisements, because it circu
lates largely among those whom advertisers desire to reach, andean advertisement
is not lost to view amid a mass of others. Moreover, the paper is not usually torn
up when read, but preserved for binding.
_
All communications for the Advertising Department of this newspaper, to be
addressed to Mr. J. Selwood, 38, Great Russell-strcet, London ; and orders intended
for the Friday's issue should reach the office not later than by the. first post on the
previous Wednesday morning. All communications for tile Literary Department
should he addressed to the Editor.
.
No notice is taken of orders received for papers unaccompanied by a remittance.
*' The Spiritualist" will be posted for one year, post-free, to any address witliui the
United Kingdom on receipt of the annual subscription of 10s. lOd.
Editor’s Office, 38, Great ltussell-strcet, Bloomsbury, London. W.C. City Pub
lishing Office, Ifi. W. Allen's, 11, Are Maria lane, London, E C.
TO SUBSCRIBERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
“ The Spiritualist" may be had by post direct from the branch office, of Mr. J.
Selwood, 3.8, Great ltussell-strcet, London, W.C., by remitting to him the amount
for the next fifty-two numbers, with postage. To America, Australia, find New
Zealand the postage, for each number is one penny, thus the total cost of fifty-two
numbers is 13s., which may be remitted by Post-office Order. The cost of a Post
office Order for sums less than A2 between most of the English-speaking countries
ou the globe and London, is one shilling.

“ T HE

SPIRITUALIST”

NEWSPAPER:

A Record o f the Prog'ress o f the Science and Ethics o f Spiritualism.
PUBLISHED W EEKLY, PRICE TWOPENCE.
ESTABLISHED IN

1SG9.

JTUII3 SPIRITUALIST, published weekly, is the olrleet
- I Newspaper connected with the movement in tlic United Kingdom, and is
the recognised organ of educated Spiritualists in all tin; English-speaking countries
throughout the Globe; it also has an influential body of readers on the Continent
of Europe.
. The Contributors to its pages comprise most of the leading and more experienced
Spiritualists, including many eminent in the ranks of Literature, Art, Science, and
the Peerage. Among those who have published their names in connection with
their communications in its columns arc Mr. 0. F. Varley, C.E., F II S. ;•Mr. Wil
liam Crookes, F.R.S., Editor of the “ Quarterly Journal of Science’’ (who admits the
reality of the phenomena, but has, up to the present time expressed no decided
opinion as to their cause); Mr. Alfred It. Wallace, the Naturalist; Prince Emile
de Sayn-Wittgenstehi (Wiesbaden); The Countess of Caithness; the Duke of
Leuclitenberg; Mr. II. G. Atkinson, F.G.S.; Lord Lindsay ; the IJon. Robert Dale
Owen {New York); Mr. Epes Sargent (Boston. U.S.); Sir Charles [sham, Part.;
Mrs. Ross-Olnirch (Florence Marryat); Mrs. Makdougall Gregory ; the l ion. Alex
andre Aksakof. ltussiau Imperial Councillor, and Chevalier of tlic Order of St.
Stanislas (St. Petersburg}; the Baroness Adelina Yay (Austria); Mr. 11. M. Dunphy, Barrister-at Law; Mr. Stanhope Teinpleman Speer, M.D. (Edin.); Mr. J. C.
Luxmoore: Mr. JolmTl. Purdon, M.B. (India); Mrs. llonyvvood; Mr. Benjamin
Coleman; Mr. Charles Blackburn: Mr. St. George W. Stock. B.A. (Oxon); Mr.
.Tames Wason ; Mr. N. Pabyan Dawe ; Herr Christian Renners ; Mr. Win. White
(author of the “ Life of Swedenborg"); Mr. J. M. Gully,M D .; the Itev.C. Maurice
Davies, D.P., author of '* Unorthodox Loudon Mr. S. C. Ilall, F.S.A.; Mr. II. D.
Jeucken, M.lt.I., Barristcr-at-Law; Mr. Algernon Joy; Mr. D 11. Wilson, M.A.,
LL.M.: Mr. C. .Constant (Smyrna); Mrs. F. A. Noswortliy; Mr. William Oxley;
Miss Kislingbury; Miss A, Blackwell (Paris); JNli-s. F. Showers; Mr. J. N. T,
Martheze ; Mr. J. M. Peebles (United States); Mr. W. Lindesay Richardson, M.D.
(Australia); and many other ladies and gentlemen
Annual subscription to residents in the United Kingdom, 10s. lOd. To residents
in the United States, i dols. 17 cents per annum, which may be paid in to Messrs.
Colby and Rich, 0, Montgcmiery-placc, Boston, U.S., and their receipt forwarded
to “ The Manager, Spiritualist Newspaper. Office, 38, Great Uussell-street
London, W.C."
[December, 1875.]

TESTIMONIAL TO Mil. W. H. HAlllllSON.
Committee.
Martin 11. Smi h, Esq.
Prince Emile Payn-Wittgenstein.
Charles Blackburn. Esq.
Mrs. Houywood.
Sir Chns. Isbam, Bart.
Alexander Calder, Esq.
Baroness Ad elm a von Yay.
Alexander Tod, Ksq.
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory.
Cromwell F. Varley, Esq., F.R.S.
H. D. .Tencken, Fsq M.R.I.
' James "Wason, Esq.
3). Fitz-Gerald, E sq , M.S.Tel E.
Kpes Sargent, Esq.
N. F. Dawe, Esq.
'
Benjamin Coleman, Esq.
Miss Douglas.
James Aiylne, Esq.
Eugene Crowell, Esq., M.D.
Secretary and Treasurer.
Martin R. Smith, Esq., 38, Great Russell-strect, London, W.C.
Since the year 1S69 Spiritualists have been indebted to Mr. W m , H.
Harrison for the excellent journal of which be is tho editor. This journal
has been a credit and strength to the muvement in every respect, it has
been primed in clear type and on good piper, end has hecn conducted
with ability, caution, courage, and public spirit, it is hardly neces<arv to
say ihat up to tho present time toe paper has been by no means self
supporting ; indeed, during the first three years of its existence it entailed
upon Mr. Harrison a very heavy loss, which he boro single-handed. This
loss was_ aggravated by the fact that, in order the more completely to
devote his attention to the Sfdritualist newspaper, Mr. Harrison voluntarily
relinquished a considerable poi tion (estimated, upon reliable information,
at an average of not less than £200 per annum} of the income which he
was deriving from literary work on the Engineer newspaper and o her
journals. Mr. Harrison hasiadcod done more than this, for during the
past eight years be has given up one or two evenings every week to a
practical observation of spiritual phenomena at seances. By his
unwearied and intelligent observation he has been enabled ta collect
a mass of reliable information a s to the facts and principles of Spiritualism,
wliieh fits him in ihe highost degree to be the editor of a newspaper
devoted to iho religious and scientific aspects of the subject
.
It is a matter of notoriety that tho Medium newspaper, which was in
augurated the year after the appearance of tho Spiritualist, bas been
annually subsidised by large ubscriptions, which its editor, Mr. Burns,
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has always called for as justlj” duo to his exertions. W hilst we fully ac
knowledge the services which have been thus rendered to Spiritualism,
we would call attention to tho fact that, no appeal to the public for help has
ever, except upon one occasion, and that fora special purpose, appeared in
ibe pages of the Spiritualist for six years. The work was done, and the
whole expense borne for three of tho*o years by Mr. Harrison alone;
during the last turee years an annual sum of ahoufc two hundred pounds
has been privately subscribed by a few friends, which has, doubtlos?,
greatly relieved the burden upon the shoulders of Mr. Harrison, but this in
no way touches the fact that Mr. Harrison has for years cheerfully-sub
mitted to a heavy pecuniary loss in order to supply to the movement a
paper in many, if not in all, respects worthy o f it.
The undersigned ladies and gentlemen are of opinion that it is not
to tho credit of the movement that this pccuuiary loss should be borne
alone by Mr. Harrison.
Had he appealed to the public for subscriptions, they would douhtless
have been forihcoming, as they have been for sumo years past in
answer to the appeals of the Medium ever since its establishment—but he
has not done so.
It is proposed, therefore, that a subscription, in add'fion t.o the existing
Guarantee Fund, shall be opened, which shall take the form of a testimonial
to Mr. ITarrison, and which, it is hoped,, nwv to some extent, rcliove him
from the heavy sacrifices which he has made in money, time, and work in
the interests of Spiritualism.
All subscriptions to this fund will be payahle on the 1st January, 1876.
Friends desiring to contribute are requested to send in their names to
Martin R. smith, Esq., care of Miss Kisiiogbury, 38, Great liussell-street
London, W.C.
L ist op Subscriptions to N ovember I5tii,
Mr. Martin R. Smith .......................................................... £50 0 0
Mr. Chari« « Blaekburn ....................................................... 50 0 0
Mr. J. N. T. Manhez*» .......................................................... 50 0 0
Mr. James Mylne .........
40 0 0
Mr. Alexander C alder.......................................................... 20 0 0
A Friend ................................................................................ 20 0 0
Mr. Alexander io d .............................................................. 20 0 0
Comte de Bullet..... ............................................................... 20 0 0
Mr. N. F. D awe..................................................................... 15 o 0
Sir Charles tsham, B >rt........................................................ 10 0 0
Prince Emile Sayn-Wittgenstein........................................
6 0 0
F. S. A ................... ..................................................................
5 5 0
Mr. C. F. Varley', F.R.s. .....................................................
5 0 0
Mr. Eugeno Crowell, M.D........................................ ............
5 0 0
Mrs. Lou'S* L ow e.................................................................
5 0 0
Mr. Charles Massey .............................................................
5 0 0
Mr. Desmond Fhz-Gerald ..................................................
5 0 0
Signor Damiani ...................................................................
3 3 0
M rs.H onyw ood.....................................................................
2 2 0
Mr. Morel! Theobald.............................................................
2 2 0
Mr. H. G. Atkinson, F.G.S...................................................
2 2 0
Mr. S. Cliinnery.....................................................................
2 2 0
Mr. S. Templemun Speer, M .D ...........................................
2 2 0
“ Enuesfallen ’’ .....................................................................
2 2 0
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory ..................................................
2 0 0
Mr. Epes Sargent ■.................................................................
2 0 0
* Dr. Baikio .............................................................................
2 0 0
Miss Douglas ........................................................................
2 0 0
M. H .C ...................... ............................................................
2 0 0
Mr. Keningalc Cook.............................................................
ill 6
Mr. Geo. King.........................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. F. A. B.nney ....................................................................... 1 1 0
Mr. J. Coates .........................................................................
1 1 0
Mrs. Maltby............................................................................
1 1 0
. Mrs. Kislingbury ..................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. B. W. P ycoek .................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. B..Coleman.....................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. R.’ Fitton .........................................................................
1 1 0
Major Menars.........................! ..............................................
1 1 0
Mr. John L am ont..................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. Archibald Lamout .....................................................
1 1 0
Mr. T. B. Griffin.....................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. J. B. Stones.....................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. J. Regan .........................................................................
l l o
Mrs. R egan............................................................................
1 1 o
Mr. G. W . F. W iese.......................................................
1 1 0
Bov. W. W oltear .................................................................
1 1 0
Miss W hitear.........................................................
1 1 0
Mr. C. E. Williams .............................................................
1 1 o
Mr. A. G londinniog..............................................................
1 1 0
Mr. H. W iiball .....................................................................
I 1 0
Captain James .....................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. F. W . Porcival .........................................
1 1 0
Mr. Christian Reim ers..........................................................
1 1 0
Mr. Tlios. Dinde.....................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. Thos. Grant.....................................................................
1 1 0
Mrs. Geo. N eville..................................................................
1 1 0
Mr. G. R. Tapp ......................................................................
1 1 0
Baroness von Vay..................................................................
1 0 0
Dr. W . M. Buchanan ........... ..............................................
1 0 0
Miss E, D. Ponder.................................................................
1 0
0
A Subscriber .........................................................................
1 0
0
A m icus.........................................(..........................................
1 0 0
Mr. A. O. Swinton..................................................................
1 0
0
Mr. Geo. Lee .........................................................................
o 10 G
Mr. W. E. Ha*-sett.................................................................
0 10 G
Mr. T. 11. Edmauds ..............................................................
0 10 (J
Mr. J. S. Crisp .....................................................................
o 10 0
Miss F. J. T heobald.............................................................
0 10 0
Mr. St. Gporge Stock
..............................\.......................
0 10 0
Mr. Geo B l)to n .....................................................................
0 JO 0
J. F. C..............................7......................................................
0 10 0
Mr. Algernon J o y ...................................................................
0 5 0
Miss Kislingbury..................................................................
0 5 0
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