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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
SPIRITUALISTS.

OF

THE READING ROOM AND LIBRARY,
38, GREAT RUSSELL-SBEET, BLOOMSBUBY,

A

RE open to the public.

Newspapers and periodicals

connected wi’h Spiritualism, from all parts of tlio world, and
various high-class journals, arc regularly supplied. The library contains,
in additiou to the best writings on Spiritualism, works on historical, specu
lative, and scientific subjects by tbe best authors.
Terms to members; One guinea a year, which also includes membership:
Quarterly tickets, 5s.; Monthly tickets, 2s. Gd. To non-members, annual
tickets, 30s.; Quarterly, 10s.; Monthly, 5s.
A Seance room can be engaged under special arrangements, to be learned
from the Secretary.
Open from 10.30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. Close at 6 p.m. on Saturdays.
N.B.—The Subscription for the Current Year, 1S75, will not be
CLAIMED FROM MEMBERS JOINING AFTER,THIS DATE.
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BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS
SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES.

— lec-

TURES giving information about Spiritualism are delivered every
Thursday evening at 8, p.m., at Mr. Cogman’s Lecture Rooms, 15, St.
Pcter’s-road, Mile-end. Inspirational addresses every Sunday evening, at
Seven o’clock. Admission Free. Supported by voluntary contributions.

B

Published Weekly; Price Twopence.

Established 1851.—29 and 30,

Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane.
per Cknt. Interest allowed on Deposits.
Current Accounts opened similar to tb/> Joint-Stock Banks.
Cheque Books supplied.
urchasos and Sales of British, Foreign, ana Colonial Bonds, Stocks
Shares, <tc., effected. Advances made thereon.
Office hours from 10 till 4, ou Mondays from 10 till 9, and on Saturdays
from 10 till 2 o'clock.
A Pamphlet containing full particulars may ho obtained
post free on application to
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager,
Four

MR. J. J. MORSE,

A SERIES OF INSPIRATIONAL LECTURES,
At Cleveland Hall, Cleveland-stroet, near Portland-road Station, W., on
tho following Sunday eveningsNovember 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28ih.
Reserved scats, 2s. and 1b. Tickets for the course, 6s. Body of the
hall, free.
Service to commence at 7 o’clock. Doors open at 6.30.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALI STS.

THE 1875

ESTABLISHED, 1833.

Has a very large stock of New Spring Goods, including hats, shirts, an
umbrellas.

CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS

will be held in London, at 38, Great Russell-street, Br.C., from the 3rd
to the otk of November.

ARTHUR MALTBY,
TAILOR, HATTER, AND GENERAL OUTFITTER
S, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT’S PARK.

TRANCE SPEAKER,

WILL DELIVER

General Programme.
Wednesday, November 3.—Opening Soiree—at the Cavendish Rooms, for
the benefit of Mr. Morse. Hours from 6.30 to 10.30.
Thursday, November 4.—First Session of Conference, 3 p.m. Second
Session, 7.30.
Friday, November 5.—Third and Fourth Sessions at same hours.

Subjects for Papers.
HERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, SPIRITUALISM

W

EXPLAINED. By Fredk. A. Binney. Third Edition. Price 3s.
London:—Simpkin, Marshall & Co.

Published on the first of each month. Price Sixpence.

he spiritual magazine, edited by george

T

SEXTON, LL.D., etc. This Magazine is the oldest of the periodicals
devoted to the causo of Spiritualism, having now beon in existence
upwards of fifteen years. It bas from the first taken a very hign stand in
tho literature of the movement, having been contributed to by men of the
greatest literary ability, and contained only such articles as were likely to
have a permanent interest.
A new series of the Mngazino commences in January, 1875, and this pre
sents therefore a favourable opportunity for new subscribers to commencn
takiug it regularly.
London: Smart and Allen, London-housc-yard, Paternoster-row EC.

ARIS.—Parisian readers of

P
T

The Spiritualist may

obtain

it of Mme. Ve. Donax, Titulaire du Kiosque, 246, Boulevard des
Oapuclnes, Paris.

HE “STURJIBERG” BLANCHETTE writes answers

to your thougnts, whether by Spirit Agency or not. All should
judge for Themselves. Of most fancy deniers, or from J. Stormont
Constitution-hill, Birmingham. 4s. 4d., 2s. 2d, and Is. 9d., post free.

1. The Moral Responsibility of Physical Mediums.
2. The Importance of tlie dissemination of Spiritualism as a Religious
Influence.
3. Healing Mediumship.
4. Reincarnation; the theories it involves, and tho evidence in support
of it.
5. The unreliability of Spirit-commnnications, and how far this arises
from ignorance, carelessness, or deception.
for6. The British National Association of Spiritualists—its objects and
interests.
7. Popular errors with regard to Spiritualism.
Other papers on kindred topics are also invited.
All essays to be sent in to the Secretary, 3S, Great Russell-street, W.C.,
not later than Saturday, October 30.

Admission to Conference, Free, by Tickets, to bo had on application to
the Secretary.
Ail Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to take part in the conforenco.
Further particulars in future advertisements.

HE

T

SP1RLTS’

BOOK.

Bv ALLAN

KARDEC.

Translated into English by Anna Blackwell. Price 7s. 6d. Postage
GJ-d. Post Office Orders to be made payable to W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist
MowBpapor branch publishing office, 38, Great Russell-street, London W.^,

Just Published. Pric- 2s.

ALIFORIAN HOMES FOR EDUCATED ENGLISH-

EVERIDGE AND CO., Printers of

B

The Spiritualist

FULLWOOD’S-RENTS, HOLBORN, W.C.
Respectfully announce that they execute ALL descriptions of Printing,
Estimates forwarded on pplication.

C

MEN. A practical suggestion for a model col ny-r-Congenial English
society, lovely sceuery, a delightful climate, and the most fertile or soils
By Frederick A. Binney.
London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co.
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IS EVIL A REALITY ?
1869.

In Dr. Sexton’s discourse on “ The Doctrine of a
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BRITISH

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

The British National Association of Spiritualists is formed to unite Spirit
ualists of every variety of opinion for their mutual aid and benefit; to aid students
and inquirers in their researches, by placing at their disposal the means of syste
matic investigation into the facts and phenomena, called? Spiritual or Psychic ; to
make known the positive results arrived at by careful research; and to direct
attention to the beneficial influence which those results arc calculated to exercise
upou social relationships aud individual conduct. It is intended to include Spi
ritualists of every class, whether members of Local and Provincial Societies or not,
and all inquirers into psychological and kindred phenomena.
The British National Association of Spiritualists was formed in the year 1873,
at a national conference of Spiritualists held in Liverpool, at which all tbe great
Societies of Spiritualists, and the Spiritualists of the chief towns in the United
Kingdom, were represented. The amount of the annual subscription to the
National Association is optional, with a minimum of five shillings a year. Each
member has a single vote at the general meetings, and is eligible for election to all
offices.
Friends wishing to join the Association, and Local Societies wishing to become
allied, are requested to communicate with Miss Kislingbury, Resident Secretary, at
the offices of the Association, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C., of whom
copies of the Constitution and Rules may be had upon'application.
The entrance to the offices is in Woburn-street.

“THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER:
A Record of the Progress of the Science and Ethics of Spiritualism,
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, PRICE TWOPENCE.
ESTABLISHED IN 1869.

rpHE SPIRITUALIST, published weekly, is the oldest

J- Newspaper connected with the movement in the United Kingdom, and is
the recognised organ of educated Spiritualists in all the English-speaking countries
throughout the Globe; it also has an influential body of readers on the Continent
of Europe.
The Contributors to its pages comprise most of tlio loading and inorc experienced
Spiritualists, including many eminent in the ranks of Liteinture, Art, Science, and
the Peerage. Among those who have published their names in connection with
their communications in its columns are Mr. C. F. Varley, C.E., F.R.S.; Mr. Wil
liam Crookes,F.R.S.,Editor of the ‘‘Quarterly Journal of Science” (who admits the
reality of the phenomena, but has, up to the present time expressed no decided
opinion as to their cause); Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, the Naturalist: Prince Emile
de Sayn-Wittgensteiu (Wiesbaden): The Countess of Caithness; the Duke of
Leuchtenbcrg; Mr. IT. G. Atkinson, F.G.8,; Lord Lindsay; the lion. Robert Dale
Owen (New York); Mr. Epes Sargent (Boston, U.S.); Sir Charles Isham, Bart.:
Mrs. Ross-Church (Florence Marrvat.); Mrs. Makdougall Gregory ; the lion. Alex
andre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, and Chevalier of the Order of St.
Stanislas (St. Petersburg); the Baroness Adelma Vay (Austria); Mr. H. M. Dun
phy, Barrister-at-Law; Mr. Stanhope Templeman Speer, M.D. (Ediu.); Mr. J. C.
Luxmoore; Mr. John E. Purdon, M.B. (India); Mrs. llonywood; Mr, Benjamin
Coleman; Mr. Charles Blackburn; Mr. St. George W. Stock, B.A. (Oxon): Mr.'
James Wasou; Mr. N. Fabyan Dawe'; llerr Christian Reimers ; Mr. Wm. White
(author of the “Life of Swedenborg "); Mr. J. M. Gully, M.D.; the Rev.C. Maurice
Davies, D.D., author of “ Unorthodox London”; Mr. S. C. llall.F.S.A.; Mr. H. D.
Jcnckeu, M.R.I., Barrister-at-Law; Mr. Algernon Joy ; Mr. D. II. Wilson, M.A.,
LL.M.; Mr. C. Coustant (Smyrna); Mrs. F. A. Nosworthy ; Mr. William Oxley;
Miss Kislingbury; Miss A. Blackwell (Paris); Mrs. F. Snowers; Mr. J. N. T.
Martheze • Mr. J. M. Peebles (United States); Mr. W. Linclesay Richardson, M.D.
(Australia); and many other ladies and gentlemen.

last number of 77i<? Spiritualist, he argued that the
examination and contemplation of the works of nature
give no evidence that the Great First Cause thereof is
a God of love. After eloquently describing a land
scape, as seen from a mountain-side upon a summer’s
day—a scene radiant with flowers and beauty—he
pictured a storm at sea, in which, in the words of
Mahomet—“ Billows were riding upon billows below,
and clouds above; one darkness on another dark
ness,” lit up occasionally by the lightning’s flash,
accompanied by peal upon peal of heavenly artillery;
and he told how a ship labouring in this storm, with
five hundred living souls on board, was suddenly
struck by lightning and all hands sent to the bottom,
leaving wives and children to mourn their loss. In
circumstances such as these, argued Dr. Sexton, man
can gain no evidence from nature that God is a God
of love.
The position taken up is open to question. Elec
tricity obeys fixed laws, and because these laws are
fixed and understood, man is able to send telegraphic
messages from one end of the earth to the other,
whereby wars and misunderstandings between nations
are to a considerable extent prevented, and peace and
goodwill among men encouraged. If electricity were
not governed by fixed laws—if it were capricious,
doing one thing at one time and another at another-^this system of telegraphy could not exist, and as the
samo laws which govern electricity when a message is
transmitted also govern the passage of a lightning
flash, the lesson to be derived from the destruction of
the ship, seems to us to be, not that God may be evil,
but that men, by not using due care, and by not pro
viding the ship with proper lightning conductors,
reaped the fruits of their own neglect; also that it was
better for the human race that the sailors should so
suffer, than that electricity should be governed by
capricious laws. Dr. Sexton further assumes that
drowning is a dire calamity. Is he so little of a
Spiritualist as not to think it probable that most of the
sufferers found themselves an hour afterwards in a
happier state of existence than before ? He may plead
that it might have been no fault of the men that the
ship was not provided with proper lightning conduc
tors, in fact, it might have been destroyed and gone to
the bottom before lightning conductors were known.
But in such case, had men in those old-fashioned times
reverentially studied the works of God as exhibited in
nature, instead of accepting on the voice of authority
that which their fellow-beings asserted to be revela
tion, they would have discovered all about electricity
and lightning conductors several generations pre
viously. ' The reason they did not do so was because
theological influence—of which Dr. Sexton is now a
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mouth-piece—had 'such a strong hold upon the minds
of men as to stop scientific investigation, to imprison
Galileo, and to roast alive an Italian astronomer.
Spiritualism teaches that there is compensation for
every trouble. If people live lives of sin, starvation
and degradation here, because human laws and human
customs are bad—made for tho benefit of the few
rather than for the good of the many—nevertheless,
every man will have to atone, either in this world or
in the next, for all the wrong he has done ; conse
quently, a time of recompense' is coming for those who
have been injured. Dr. Sexton may point to the
tiger, and say that tho existence of a fierce animal
such as that is evidence that God is not good; still,
the facts may be contemplated from two standpoints.
In the first place, the tiger does not hold that opinion,
but in eating his dinner is supremely happy ; and who
ean say whether the temporary fright and pain of the
animal eaten are so dreadful as they appear to be ?
May they not be more than compensated by the happi
ness enjoyed by the creaturo during its term of life ?
Many of the lower animals have not such a fine
nervous systom as man, and are not so sensitive to
pain ; moreover, when the feelings are worked up to
a high pitch of intensity, it is well known that sensi
tiveness to pain frequently decreases. Take, for instance,
the case of Cranmer at the stake, who voluntarily burnt
off his right hand to give emphasis to the opinions
which he expressed at the time.
What men call “ evil ” is for the most part caused
by themselves, by their own laws and customs ; and
this so-called evil is a.strong incentivo to good ; with
out it life would be very much what light would be
without darkness, or a picture without any shadows in
it. Indeed, if a perfectly good man were to come to
earth with no evil in him, he would have so little in
sympathy with human nature that we should have no
kindred feeling towards him; his presence would
therefore be so unbearable that men would have no
alternative, but to crucify him. Those modern philoso
phers who have deeply studied the works of nature
have come, as a general rule, to thO' conclusion there
from that God is good, and have adopted the same
argument that Dr. Sexton, unfortunately for his case,
himself employed in another part of his lecture, when
he admitted that it was impossible to stand under the
broad canopy of heaven, watching tho suns and
planets wheeling through tho heavens in majesty,
without feeling awed into silence, and coming to the
conclusion that some great and good Cause must be
behind all this wondrous machinery.
•
To prove the existence of absolute evil from the
phenomena of nature is exceedingly difficult, and the
facts most likoly to prove it, if it can be proved at all,
seem to us to be furnished by the lives of London
eab-horses. They do no harm to anybody ; they wear
out their lives in never-ending drudgery, which kills
them before their natural time, after which overy
atom of their earcases—skin, bones, flesh, and tail,
are boiled down to serve tho purposes of their slave
owners. How if cab-horses havo no life after death,
wherein are they compensated for whole lives of
undeserved suffering ? Hero are some very substantial
facts on which to found a theory of tho reality of
absolute evil. One way to escape from the dilemma
may be to find a future existence for cab-horses;
another may be to adopt, with Berkeley, some theory
to prove that cab-horses are not realities at all, but
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exist only as impressions in the human mind. Scien
tific Spiritualism proves that death, the “ king of
terrors,” has no reality—there is no death, nothing but
eternal change—and by a kind of scientific faith in
God, deeper and stronger than that of the orthodox,
becauso drawn from the study of the works of the
Deity, men may intuitively come to the conclusion
that there is no evil, although they may be unable as
yet to prove it in all cases. There is no place for
absolute evil in a universe governed by a good and an
Almighty God. ,
SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
*
No. XLII.
[I had read something about India as the cradle, of
races and religions, and something had been said about
the subject at one of our meetings. I inquired further.]
What was said is true. India is the source fromwhich is derived much of the religious idea which
pervades your faith. From India the chain has been
perpetuated through many nations of antiquity. The
myths which have centred round the plain truths of
revelation owe their origin to India. The Messianic
legends date from the earliest days. Men havo - always
pictured to themselves a Saviour of their race, and the
best record of your gradual growth is to be found
in tracing the early religious history of India. As the
study of Indian lore bears much on the scientific aspect
of language which you havo studied and taught to
others, so is the study of tho religious aspect of Indian
history in the far, dim past, essential for yourself now.
Direct your mind to it. Wo have those with us who
ean aid you.
India, Persia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, Judfea,—of
these and of God’s dealings with them in revealing
tho Divine Ideal as man has been ablo to grasp it, it
behoves you to know. You must learn how Djeminy
and Veda Vyasa wero the predecessors of Socrates'and
Plato. You will be told of this by those who know,
and whose earth-life was spent at that epoch. But
first you must labour to gather up for yourself such
knowledge as is stored up. That done you will bo
guided further.
You must learn too from similar sources how that
man in every ago has felt his need of a Saviour out
side of himself, and how tho legends?. that cluster
round these Messiahs repeat themselves from timo to
time. The mythic source from which many7 a legend
sprang you will find in the story of Chrishna, the
miraculous son of the puro virgin Devanagny. Henco
you will get light on subjects yet dark to you. This
is the special information of which wo spoke long ago,
* In The Spiritualist of August 1«5th, 1873, an account was printed of
some remarkable seances held at the houso of Mr. Stanhope T. Spoer, M.D.,
Douglas-house, Alexandra-road,St. John's-wood, through the mediumship
of a gentloman in private lifo who does not wish his name to bo published.
It will bo remembered that most of tho spirits gave thoir names and proved
theiridentity; also that the cxtractsthby gave from thoir writings were found,
after laborious search in tho British Museum Library and e^ow^re, to be
true. Hence there is cvidcnco that spirits can give teachings through this
medium free, to a large oxtont, at ail ovents, from colour from his own
thoughts; consequently the “spirit teachingR*’ printed above, obtained
through his mediumship, may be assumed to bo to a considorablo oxtenc
reliablo. It is proper to stats that these communications are selectedm
chronological ordorfroma mass which has been given continuously for tho
past six months. Many of tho origihalaaro of such a personal nature that
they are nocossarily omitted, otherwise no chango is made. Tho commu
nicating spirits are many; oach gives his name and detaiil of his earth-life
very fully. These facts, in all cases unknown to the medium previously,
have been invariably found to be correct in every particular, Tho hand
writing peculiar to the communicating intelligence is always proiarved
and the individuality remains throughout the same.—ED.
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but whieh the peeuliar attitude of your mind, com
bined with its blaek ignorance on these subjects, com
pelled us to withhold.
We have still mueh to elear away before we ean
build safely. There is much in the mere outlines
that will be strange to you, and you must be fami
liarised with thorn before we ean go into detail. You
must know that Egypt, Persia, Greeeo, Rome, the great
kingdoms of the world, owed their philosophy and
roligion very largely to India.
Manou, the great
Indian reformer and teacher, reappears as the Manes of
Egypt, the Minos of Greeee, the Moses of Hebrew
story. The name is impersonal, and is the appellativo
“ man ” in its simplest form. The great pioneers of
truth to their respective peoples were called, by emphatie eminence, “ The Man.” They were to their
fellows the highest embodiment of human power,
dignity, and knowledge.
‘ Manou of India was a learned and erudite seholar, a
profound student of philosophy, more than threo thou
sand years before the Christ was born among you.
.Nay, ho in his turn was but a late reformer eompared
with those whose words are written in tho aneient
commentaries whieh belong to venerable Brahminiaa).
lore thousands of years before Manou expounded philo
sophically the mysteries of God, of ereation, and of
man's destiny.
To him Zaratushta or Zoroaster owed whatever of
truth he taught of old in Persia. All the sublimest
conceptions of God date from him. The influence of
India on all ancient races, in legislation, in theo
logy, in philosophy, in scienee, is as surely proven
to you as the faet that the language whieh you uso is
the same tongue as that spoken by Manou himself.
The adulterations of modern times have so ehanged it
that you can hardly trace tho resemblanee, yet your
learned philologists will tell you that it is the same.
Tho religions of the world bear to a superficial eye no
apparent identity with the ideas which arc enshrined
in Brahminieal lore, yet they aro derived frequently
from those primitive teachings which Manou syste
matised, which Manes naturalised in Egypt, and which
Moses introduced among the Hebrews.
Hindoo ideas permeate all systems of philosophy and
theology. The Devadassi, the holy virgins who in
Hindoo temples devoted themselves to the puro worship
of the Supreme, aeeording to their idea of Him, have
had their successors in tho conseerated virgins of the
Egyptian temples of Osiris, in the inspired pythonesses
of Delphi, in the priestesses of Ceres, in the vestal
virgins of later Home.
This is, indeed, but a solitary instanee of what we
wish to point out to you. We do but direct your mind;
and our bare sketeh will be plentifully filled in here
after. You are not yet able to comprehend more than
tho outline.
[Certainly I am ignorant enough. You speak as if
man was a mere vehicle for spirit ; more or less perfect,
and so more or less instructed.]
Wo have told you frequently that all knowledge is
from us. With us is tho substaneo, with you the
shadow only. Even as in your world, they learn most
who are most teachable, so in intercourse with ours.
We can teaeli, if you aro willing to learn.
[Abt much merit in man, then.]
Tho merit of obedieneo and humility. So he best
grows in knowledge.
[And suppose his teachers teach him wrong.?
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All truth is mixed with error. The dross will be
purged away.
[All spirits teach differently. Who then is right /
What is truth ?]
It is not so. We teach independently, and so details
vary while the broad outline remains the same. You
will know ono day that evil, as you eall it, is but the
reverse of good. You can have no unmixed good in your
present state. It is an idlo dream. Truth to you is
relative, and must long remain so. Be content to crawl
before you walk, to step before you run, to run before
you soar.
Pkudens.
[Feb. 26i/i, 1874. At one of our circles we had had
a piece of direct writing of which toe could make nothing.
It was written in curious hieroglyphics. I inquired
about it.]
The writing, though unintelligible to you, was the
work of a high intelligeneo, who on your oartli was
incarnated amongst tho nation who was then most
spiritual, the great nation of the Egyptians. They had
a more real belief in the existence and intervention of
spiritual ageneies than you now have. They cherished
a firmer belief in the immortality of the human spirit,
and of the indestructibility of all spirits than your wise
men have yet attained to. Their civilisation you your
self know to be vast; their erudition sueh that they
were the depositary of the knowledge of their ago.
Aye, veriiy; and they had knowledge whieh a
material ago has lost:; knowledge which illumined the
souls of Pythagoras and Plato, and which has filtered
down to you only through their teachings. Tho ancient
Egyptians were wise and erudite philosophers, and our
friend may well teaeh you much of which you are yet
ignorant. After an interval of three thousand years
and over, one, who in his carth-lifo knew of God and
the hereafter, eomes to witness to the abiding naturo
of his faith. The time—so long in its seeming to your
eontraeted vision—during which our friend has been
a denizen of spirit-land, has served to open new vistas
of truth, to remove old errors, to throw light on old
speculations, hut it has served also to deepen and con
firm faith in the Supreme, and in the immortal destiny
of man’s spirit.
[Z suggested that I still did not see why he should
write unintelligible hieroglyphics ; and asked his name.]
You shall know of him; hut his earth identity is
long lost, and you would know it no more than you
know his signs on the paper; He knew even in the
body that bodily lifo was but the first short stage of
perpetuated existence ; and he has gone onwards, as he
believed, upward to Ba, the souree of light, to whom
his gaze . was turned.
[Z inquired if he believed ih absorption into the God
head after a course of progress.]
The Egyptian faith was of some sueh sort. Their
philosophers believed in gradual progress until the
dross was purged away and the spirit completely puri
fied. His religion was one of faith in future progress,
and, for the present, of high morality in life. Duty to
man and to self was not forgotten, and religion was
made a business of daily life. We may touch on this
again as wo develope in you a wider knowledge. For
the present it is enough that you know that the
special peculiarities of Egyptian theology—the sanetity
of the body—had its true and falso side.
The Great God was to them represented by every
living thing, and the human body was so sacred that it
was preserved from natural decay as far as might he ;
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and so well was .this done, that some still exist among
you. The undue care of tho body was error, but tho
due preservation of bodily health was true and wise.
When they saw God in everything, they did well;
when they reduced Him to bodily form, their care for
the body misled them. Their doctrine of transmigra
tion through vast ages and cycles was an error which
symbolised and typified eternal and unceasing progress.
These errors, which led to the worship of animal life
in all its forms, as symbolising the Creator, and as
being the future home of the spirit in its manifold
transmigrations, the spirit unlearns as it progresses.
But it preserves the great truth of progressive develop
ment and growth in presence of the Great Creative
Force, of which they were the outward symbols.
If it seem to you foolish and unwise to worship
animal life, as needs it must, remember, too, that wor
ship may be directed through an external symbolical
manifestation to that spiritual essence which it typifies;
and that;’ errors which enshrine truths are husks
which die in time and leave tho kernel safe. Ideas,
germs of. truth, never die. They may bo viewed
through a distorted medium, and so take a disproportioned form; but when the distorted medium is
removed, tho true form is ‘seen. So our friend and
his brethren see now that all naturo in your world
is a phenomenal manifestation of the Supreme; and
that if life in all its varied forms may not be held up
as an object of adoration, still the groping spirit who
strives to reach up through nature to its God is not to
be visited with unreasoning blame. Do you not sec this?
[In a way. I can understand the use of alt helps to
realising God. But I thought that Egyptian theology was
material and earthy compared with that of India. The
communications which you wrote out as to the religions of
the world
**
left on me the impression that Egypt reacted
from India. I suppose all error includes some truth, just
as every truth has an admixture of error, both terms being
relative and not absolute.]
We do not now dwell on the characteristic points of
Indian theology. What vou say is true. We only desire
now to show .you how, under forms most repulsive to
your present ideas, there was a lurking germ of truth,
and that such’truth, known to the ancients, has in many
cases perished from among you. It is well that you
learn to ho modest in estimating both your own know
ledge and that of the ancients.
[Yes; I am not aware that I have any particular
knowledge except of the prevalent ignorance touching these
matters. And it is silly to laugh at any form of reli
gion. Our friend lived long since. An Egyptian priest,
was he 1]
He was ono of the prophets of Osiris, and was in his
time learned in the mysteries esoteric and unmention
able to the vulgar. Osiris, Isis, and Horus—this was
the Trinity he worshipped. Osiris, the Supreme ; Isis,
the All-Mother; Horus, the Child sacrificed for human
sin. He knew God as your sacred historian revealed
Him, in terms borrowed from Egypt—I am the I Am—
the Universal Essence ; the Source of Life and Light.
This titlo of Jehovah, Moses borrowed from the priests
of Thebes.
[JVhat was the original name ?]

* Omitted from their proper placo in order to preserve tho continuity of
the teaching,
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He who inspires this communication was Prophet of
Ha, at Ou, the City of Light, which the Greeks call
Heliopolis, City of tho Sun, and he lived sixteen hun
dred and thirty years beforo the era which you call
Christian. His name was Choni, and he speaks to
you a witness for immortality from tho ages that have
long passed. And I hear him witness that his testi
mony is true.
'
+ Impebatob.

MANIFESTATIONS -WITH THE FAKIRS IN INDIA.
.
No. II.
EY DR. MAXIMILIAN I'ERTY,

Professor of Physical Science, Berne. Translated from “ Psychic Studies.

Suddenly it seemed to Jaeolliot, as though a gentle-wind passed
through his hair and over his faee, like the evening breeze of tho
tropics after sunset, and yet the eurtains between the pillars of tho
verandah were not stirred; the same sensation was repeated
several times. About a quarter of an hour had elapsed, and the
fakir had not changed Lis position; then the lig-leaves began
slowly to rise up the wooden staves, and to descend again, while
tho observer, eoming nearer and finding no connection between
them and the faldr, felt a certain uneasiness; the leaves did not
eease to rise and fall, although ho interposed himself several times
between the pots and tho fakir. Jacolliot then, having first ob
tained free permission, took the leaves from the staves and these
again out of the pots, and emptied the mould out on to the ground.
Jacolliot then rang for the eook, ordered him to bring seven glasses
from the kitchen, and fresh earth and leaves from the garden, him
self divided a bamboo stick into seven portions, which ho stuck
into the glasses ; on these he fixed the perforated leaves, and now
asked tho fakir, who stood about four yards distant, and liad been
looking on motionless, whether he thought that his spirits would
still be able to operate. The Hindoo did not answer, but stretched
liis hands again as before towards the glasses, and not more than
five minutes elapsed ere the rising and falling of the leaves began
again. Jacolliot thereupon inquired of tho fakir whether pots and
earth were necessary for the production of the phenomenon; and
on being answered in the negative, Jacolliot caused seven holes to
be bored in a plank, and stuck the bamboo sticks into them. In a
short time the results followed with the same regularity, and con
tinued for two hours in every variety of manner, until at last
Jacolliot was fain to ask himself, whether he was not under some
strong magie influence. Then said the fakir, “ Hast thou nothing
to ask of the invisibles, before I separate myself from them?”
Jacolliot had heard that European mediums .make use of the
alphabet in their so-ealled communications with spirits; lie
therefore informed the Hindoo of this, and asked if it would bo
possible to establish a rapport with them by . similar means. The
fakir answered in these words, “Ask what thou wilt: if the spirits
have nothing to say to thee, the leaves will remain motionless ; but
if they who control the leaves have any thoughts to communicate,
the leaves will rise up tho staves.” Jaeolliot drew an alphabet
hastily on a sheet of paper, when another plan struck him. He
possessed some copper letters and figures fastened to zinc plates,
which he used for printing his name and ofiioial number oil his
books; he threw all these pell-mell into a little bag, so that he
eould take them out one by one. The fakir resumed his invoca
tions, JacoH^t thought of a friend who had been dead for nearly
twenty years, and took out one zinc letter after another, watching
the letters, numbers, and the leaves at the same time. Ho had
already taken out fourteen, when at the letter A the leaves ran
quickly up tc the top of the staves, then foil down again and lay
motionless on the board into which the staves were stuck. Jaeolliot
was struck, for A was the first letter of the name of his departed
friend. When the bag was emptied, it was refilled with tho type,
and by degrees, letter after letter, tho observer received the sentern^: Albain Bnunier, mort It Bourg-en-Bresse, 3rd Janvier, 185G.
Ilis eyes began to swim when ho saw these results, and feeling in
capable of continuing his observations, he invited the fakir to visit
him again on the following day.
After having thought over these things during a great part of the
night, and after repeating, at the subsequent sitting, the pheno
mena of the previous day in a similar manner, Jaeolliot asked the
fakir to begin all over again, resolving to follow a particular plan of
aetion. He made an alteration mentally, preserving, as lio thought,
the same letters, but altering their position in tho sentenee; then,
after the usual proceeding, he received the name, IlalbvnPruniet mart
a Bourg-tn-Brcsee, 3rd Janvier, 1850.
Jaeolliot tried also to alter tho name of the • town, and the day
of death, but did not succeed, and received as before, movt a Bourgen-Bresse, 3rd Janvier, 1850.
_
For fourteen successive days Jaeolliot received tho fakir,
who behaved with the greatest submission, and continually
varied his experiments. At one time there were alterations
in tho letters of the name, till it was no longer reeognisable;
at another, modifications in the day, month, and year of
death, but never any change in tho name of tho, town, from
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which Jacolliot concluded, always starting from the hypothesis
of a natural force forming a connecting link between the fakir and
the leaves, that ho was not able to free his minch sufficiently from his
knowledge of the true spelling in regard to all the words in tlie
sentence.
Ho therefore repeated the experiment frequently at
various times and with various objects, without,however, obtaining
any different result. Whereas on the one hand the material pheno
mena were constantly reproduced, there was, on tho other hand, as
constant a variety following tho action of tho thought, either as
willed by him, or differing from that which ho had willed.
In the last sitting the fakir made tho empty plato of a scale sink
under a peacock’s feather, while the other was weighted with eighty
kilos.; by a simple placing of his hands on a wreath of. flowers it
rose in the air, indistinct voices were heard, and an ethereal hand
wrote luminous signs in the air—phenomena which Jacolliot held at
that time to be pure phantasmagoria, and to which wc shall return
later. In tho above material phenomena no deception could be
discovered, in spite of tho severest testing.
In tho caso of the
psychological ones ho could get nothing certain or invariable, and
he is inclined to tho view, exclusive of all supernatural influence,
that the phenomena aro duo to a “ fluidie sympathy ” between him
self and the operator. His legal duties, added to his studies of
ancient India, did not leave him freo to pursue these investigations,
but he carefully noted all that had reference to tho doctrine of the
Pitris and tho belief in spirits, as well as all he could learn of the
material operations of the fakirs, with a view to a future publieation
of theso strange facts, always preserving the attitude of the his
torian, being uuable, as he expressed it, to come to any “ scientific
conclusion.” Jacolliot believes that in nature and in man, who is
but an atom in the world, there exist boundless forces whose laws
aro as yet unknown,but which will be discovered; that iu tho future
things will bo proved to be realities that arc now hold to be delu
sions, and that phenomena will appear which we cannot now so much
as imagine. It may perhaps be objected that tho Hindoos have not been
ablo iu thousands of years to establish tho laws of theso phenomena,
and that it is not worth while to wasto any more time over tho
matter. But among the Brahmins, who have brought everything
under the rule of religious belief, there exists, on aeceunt of that
faith, neither experience ndr seicntific proof; “ and what,” asks
Jacolliot, “ have the Middle Ages, building on principles drawn
from the text of tho Bible, done to forward tlie canso of scionco ?
The power of steam was known in their pagodas, ‘and used for
exploding their vessels; certain observations wero made on elec
tricity, but thoy novor came so far as railways or tolcgraphs, which
were certainly even in our day asserted to bo swindles by vory
learned societies.” That which he saw in India forcod Jacolliot to
tho decided opinion that a specific force exists in man, which works
under some unknown and intelligent direction, a foree whose laws
ought to be studied by unprejudiced minds. And is it not after all
the same power which the priests iu the ancient temples trained
and directed, and which thus enabled them to impose upon the
people with their so-ealled miracles ? There would then Le a basis
for much that is presented to us in old traditions, and sido by side
with superstitious representations we should find tho real workings
of a natural force.
Jacolliot bad written a whole chapter on theso subjects in 18G6 at
Pondicherry, and intended, when ho camo to. prepare the book for
tho press, to suppress it entirely, because he, who had resolved to
be simply a recorder of faets, found himself inclining towards the
belief in a power which in his opinion was a natural ono, but in
reality produced supernatural effects. At that timo lie received,
through tho kindness of Dr. Pnel, Crookes’s well-known article on
tbe so-called psychic force in the Quarterly Journal oj Science,
which had appeared during his residence in India, and was as
tonished to find that the famous English chemist formally asserted,
as the result of his researches, tho oxistonce of a force in man, tho
very thing that he, Jacolliot, had only snspeeted. This decided
him to let the. chapter in question remain as it had been originally
written,' and iu accordance therewith to communicate his later ex
periences.
Under the glow and splendour of an Indian sky there is greater
danger than with us of sliding out of plain, objective language,
into that of sensational effect. On the 3rd of January Jacolliot
travelled in a dingni, a nativo craft provided -with a little eabiu,
from Chandcrnagore on the Hoogly, and arrived fourteen days
later at tho sacred eity of Benares. Two natives, a serving-man
and a cook, aceompaniod him ; one boatman and six rowers of the
fisherman’s easto formed the crew. Jacolliot describes vitli enthu
siasm the magnificence of tho great pilgrim city of tho devotees of
the Brahman religion, where innumerable pilgrims from distant
parts of the country como and go, with its temples, with the
minarets of tho Mohammedans towering over the mass of palaees,
aud the countless majestic flights of steps (ghats) which lead down .
to the Gangos, on whose winding shores the town extends to the
distance of nearly two miles. Everywhere arc long areadcs sup
ported by pillars, high quays, terraces with balconies, and in
between those luxurious trellises of baobabs, tamarinds, aud ba
nanas, covorcd with hanging blossoms of every hue, gardens full
of flowers, and wide alleys. Mohammedan and Indian architec
ture are wondrously blended iu this irregularly-built eity, in whieli
the productions of India and Asia como streaming in, and in which
toleration is so excessive, that the Moslem and Brahman servants

perform their Avastog operations in the game gacrod stream.
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Jacolliot had made the aequaintanco of a Mahratta prince in
Chandcrnagore, who had retired to Benares, and who now offered
him quarters in his splendid seven-storied palaeo on the river, to
tho left of tho famous mosquo of Aurungzebe.

SPIRITUALISM IN HUNGARY.
The National Hungarian Spiritual Society at Buda-Pesth, whieh
is a well-organised and harmoniously-working Association of
Spiritualists rceognising tho necessity and benefit of united action,
has entered into official alliance with the British National Associa
tion of Spiritualists. Although in some points of doctrine the
Hungarian differ from English Spiritualists—being, for instanco,
decided reincarnationists—yet the Spiritists of Hungary do not
allow this difference of opinion to aet as a barrier to friendly inter
course and eo-operation where opportunity may offer.
The Soeiety of ^>fnier-Abr.9cAer(Spiritual lnquirers'jat Buda-Pesth
is in one sense the most complete and perfect organisation at pre
sent in existence. It was first formed in the early part of the year
1871, and consisted originally of about twenty mombers. In the
following year the society was severely attacked by the newspapers
in Pesth and Vienna; the members took up the gauntlet, and the
result of tho fray was that tho society increased to so great an
oxtent that before tho end of tho year it was enabled to hire a build
ing constructed for its own purposes by one of its members, and
having submittod its rules and regulations to tho approval of the
Hungarian Government, was registered by tho same, and now
stands under its protection.
The soeiety holds regular seances, at which spiritual communica
tions are given through various traneo and writing mediums. Tho
best of those arc selected and published onco a month in a little
pamphlet, neatly got up and printed by tho soeiety on its own pre
mises, under the name of Reflexianen aus der Geisterwelt (Reflections
from the Spirit-world). The Baroh von Vay is tho honorary pre
sident, and all instructions for tho guidance of the society are given
through tho mediumship of tho Bareness. Dr. Adolf Grunhut is
the acting president.
Tho lieflexionen consist of moral teachings, personal test-eommunications, answers to questions, aud various eommunieations of
a spocial character. Somo of theso records consist of conversa
tions with intelligences calling themselves “ nature-spirits,” who
wrote through tho hand of the medium Adelma (Baroness von Vay).
Unhappy spirits also manifest, and declare themselves much raised
and benefited by their visits to high-toned circles. Latterly com
munications have been received by a honorary member of tho
soeiety residing near Vienna, purporting to come from Daniel Hor
nung, formerly of Borlin, who by his investigations with the
psychograph, about eighteen years ago, elicited from spirits a mass
of interesting and valuable information, which was published in
volumes between the years 1857 and 1862.
Daniel Hornung the spirit, informed his friend of circumstances
relating to liis own death which were quite unknown to that friend
at the time. The conversations with this spirit are deeply inte
resting, and are said to be only a small sample of the spirit
communications written down by Herr Stratil, who possesses
thirteen largo’volumes of MSB., tho fruit of nineteen years’ experi
ments'with tty? psychograph through various mediums. During
this period more than 26,000 answers of interest are said to have
been received from 348 different intelligences. Of these, two copies
have been made by Herr Stratil, ono iu order of time, the other of
subjects, so that there exist on tho Continent, in consequence of
the greater development of writing mediumship, materials for a
spirit-literature of no ordinary dimensions. Herr Stratil has pro
mised further extracts for tho Rcflexionen, tho interest of which is
mueli enhaueed by his contributions.

Prince Wittgenstein, who is now in Switzerland, will leave
shortly for Russia, and hopes to be in St. Petersburg when the
Scientific Committeo of the University is investigating spiritual
phenomena, in which case he may perhaps be present at the seances,

Sunday Lectures at the Cavendish Rooms.—On Sunday
last Dr. Sexton delivered two discourses as usual in the Cavendish
Rooms, Mortimer-strect, Regent-street; that in tho morning on
“Tho Relation of Christianity to Work,” and in the evening on
“ Creation by Law and Creation by God.” The evening services
prove tho principal attraction, and the audienco was a good ono.
Tho speaker took for his text the following passage from Isaiah—
“ I have made tlio earth, and created man upon it; I, even my hands,
havo stretched out tho heavens, and all their host have I commanded.”
Ho took as the basis of his text tho five definitions of “ law ” givon
in the Duke of Argyll’s work on the subject, expatiating at some
length upon each, and showing that tho operation of law involved
the aetiou of an agent by which the various changes taking, place
were effected. He enlarged upon purpose and function, pointing
out that it was impossible to form a cloar conception of the latter of
those without some reference to tho former. The discourse seemed
to give satisfaction to. tho listeners. Mr. Parkes being still unwell
the whole of tho two services devolved upon Dr. Soxton.
On
Sunday next tho subject will be, in tho morning, at 11, 44 The
Relation of Christianity to Worship,” and in the evening, at 7,
“ Tho Roligion of Astronomy.”
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THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS.

It is now fully recognised, that the annual Conferenco of British
Spiritualists is a meeting of great importance, uot only to those
within our movement, but to a considorablo margiu of outsiders.
Many havo dated tho rise of their interest in the subject of Spirit
ualism frem somo point which they first heard mooted or discussed
at the sessions of the Conference, which they had attoudod certainly
more with a desire to scoff thau to pray, and hadl eft with the idea
that there must “ be something in it.” The mcci ugs having been
fixed for a later day this year than usual thero will probably be a
good attendance of London Spiritualists, and many country members
and friends of the Association will also be present. Papers on
various subjects havo been already sent in, and others are promised.
The subject of healiug mediumship, which is of such paramount
practical importance, will doubtless call forth an interesting discus
sion, and it is hoped that all those conversant with this phase of
spiritual phonomeua will givo tho meeting tho benefit of thoir
experience.
The meetings will tako place on tho premises of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Ru.ssoll-street, on
the 4th aud 5th November, immediately following the date of tho
opening soiree of the Conference, to be given by the Association in
honour of Mr. J. J. Morse, at the Cavendish Rooms. Friends who
intend contributing papers to be read at the Conference aro requested
toiuformthe secretary to tho National. Association at as early a
dato as possible of the subject of such papers, and to send them in
not later thau Saturday, October 30th. If auy contributor desire
that his or her namo be not published in counectiou with a paper,
it is requested that it be seut iu confidence to the secretary, as no
anonymous writings can be received. No paper should occupy
more than ten or fifteen miuutcs in rcadiug.
The admission to all the meetings of the Conferenco, with the
exceptiou of the opening soiree^ will be free. For further particulars
see advertisements. In the evenings, when friends are more dis
engaged, tho attendance at the Conference meetings is likoly to be
much larger than in the mornings, so it is probable that different
papers will be read at tho samo time in different rooms, under the
presidency of separate chairmen.

the shadow of the form on tho window curtaiu. It speodily
vanished, the medium was thrown violeutly off tho sofa, and
this terminated the seance.

SUNDAY EVENING LEO TUBES BY MR. MORSE.

The Natioual Association of Spiritualists lias appointod a com
mittee to arrange four Sunday .evening services during the month
of November, in Londeu, for the delivery of addresses through
the celebrated trance-speaker, Mr. J. J. Morso, ou his return from
America. The Cleveland Hall has been engaged for the series by
the committee, which met last Tuesday night at 38, Great llussellstreet, and the lectures will comnieuce on the 7th November. The
committeo will be glad to hear of any ladies or gentlemeu who are
willing to form a choir for leading the singing, and request that any
such will send in their names to Miss Kislingbury as soon as pos
sible. Auy friends wishing for reserved seats are also requested to
communicate at ouco with tho secretary, 38, Great Russell-street,
Bloomsbury, W.C.

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
A seance was held with Mr. Williams, at 6, Loughborough-road
North, Brixton, on Wednesday evening, Oct. 13tli. Present—Mr.
Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. and Miss Fitz-Gerald, Mr. Francis, and about
sixteen members of tho society besides. As compared with
other seances with this medium, the results wore not of equal power,
but they were of sufficient iuterest to amply repay tho patience of
the sitters.
The first part consisted of tho ordiuary dark sitting around a
tabic, with hands joiued, the medium’s being held by Mr. Fitz
Gerald on the one side, aud Mr. Grey on the other. Not long after
the compauy had. commcnecd singing, brilliant meteor-like corus
cations, or “ spirit lights,” were seen travelling hither and thither,
while a bell, from its sound, appeared to follow them. It sounded
iu unison with tho voices. Several of the company had thoir
hands shaken by a spirit hand, and they were touched. Mr. Fitz
Gerald was affectionately patted by hands, and was informed of a
relative who had passed to the better land; Mr. Francis’s hand was
taken and pressed more than once, and the last time lie had to
ineunt tho chair, to follow the warm and soft hand that had taken
liisand was lifting him np. Havingraised his handto the utmost,ho
had three gentle taps by way of adieu. The cheery voice of John
King then spoke, and a conversation was carried on between him
and Mr. Fitz-Gerald. He said ho would try to materialise. This
ended the first part of the seance.
A short adjournment and the compauy sat again. A cabinet had
been improvised by suspending curtains, breast high, across the
eud of tho room. It was suggested that tho medium should have
his coat sewn to the under garment and also to tho sofa on which
he loclinod. This.was. done, not for the satisfaction of the sitters
present,'but that inquirers who might read of the manifestations
should know that a crucial test had been tiled. After the lapse of
a long time the tiny voice of Peter was heard, aud a most brilliant
light was seen at the top of the curtaius, revealing to those who
had the good for tune to sit near, the faint outline of John King

BOY MEDIUMS.

seance was hold in tho seance room
of the Natienal Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-street,
London, with two new mediums, recently discovered by Mr. Martlicze at Southport, and sons of Mr. Bamford, of Macclesfield.
Walter Bamford, the strouger medium of the two, is thirteen aud a
half years of age, and his brother Joseph fifteon. Besides the .two
mediums, the spectators present were Mr. Martheze, Mr. Bamford,
Mr. Albert Snow, Miss Kisliugbury, Mr. Dufort, aud Mr. W. H.
Harrison.
Tho boys wero first tied in the cabinet, when handkerchiefs wero
shown at aud thrown from tho apertures. Afterwards, whilo the
spectators were seated round the table, an accordion was played
beneath it with great power. Tho two boys were then tied with
tape by hands, feet, and waist to chairs, and left at one end of the
room, while the company sat at tlio other, with the lights out.
Under these couditions musical instruments wero played, writing
done, an iron ring put on and off the arm, and other of tho nsnal
physieal manifestations exhibited, lights being struck every ono or
two minutes, to show that tho mediums were tied as at first. The
powers of the two boys have only just begun to devclopc, yet aro
already exceedingly stroug.
Last Tuesday night a private

ARRIVAL OF MR. MORSE.

To the Editor of “ The Spiritualist.”
Off Irish Coast, Steamer Baltic,
Sunday, Oct. 17, 1875.

Dear Sir,—'Just a lino to say I have arrived all well; passage
good, weather fair—somo stiff breezes, though, and heavy seas.
I expect to reach Liverpool by 9 or 10 p.m. to-morrow (Monday),
landing early on Tuesday moruing.
My farewell in Boston was a graud success, vide Banner of Light
Oct. 9th.—Truly yours,
J. J. Morse.
On Tuesday morning Mrs. Morse, Mr. Coates, and Mr. Sclwood
wont to tho Liverpool landing stage, where the tender of tlie S.S.
Baltic hove to with Mr. Morse on board, apparently not much the
worse for his voyage. A reception, inaugurated by the Liverpool
Psychological Society for him, will como off to-night, aud lie will
deliver an address in their rooms on the evening of Snuday next.
Mr. Morse will probably be iu London on Monday or Tuesday

The Spiritualist Newspaper.—Tho little book by Mr. W. H.
Harrison, eutitled Spirit People (London, 1875), eontains tho follow
ing paragraph about tlie founding of The Spiritualist newspaper
“ In the spring of 1869, interesting conferences in connection
with Spiritualism wero held regularly at Lawson’s Rooms, Gowerstreet, London. Some of tho foremost workers in the movement,
such as Mrs. Hardinge, Mr. Luxmoore, Mr. A. R. Wallace, Mr.
Coleman, Mr. Enmore Jones, Mr. S. C. Hall, and others, addressed
the public from its platform. Most of the interesting experiences
related at those meetings are now lost, because uo records were
taken, except shorthand notos of one or two by Mr. Tapp, which
may or may not be now in Lis possession. Several of the speakers
therefore complained from the platform of tho waut of a newspaper
in the spiritual movement to publish records of such meetings, so
as .we had no newspaper at that time, thero being nothing but
monthly periodicals filled with magazine literaturo, 1 resolved to
bring out a newspaper which should give news and reports of
meetings, and, furthermore, should be adapted to meet the require
ments of minds of a scientific order. The Spiritualist newspaper
was accordingly first published in tho conrso of 1869, as a fort
nightly journal, with the announcement in its first leading articlo
I that it would be brought out weekly as soou as such a step was
considered to be reasonable. .Afterwards, in tho natural course of
events, other newspapers came into the field, bnt when the system
was iutrodneed by them into our movement of asking money from
the public to keep them going, I held aloof from the subscription
system because 1 did not like asking for mouey, and had never had
anything to do with any newspaper which was a financial burden
to the general public. Tho consequence was, that for three years
thousands upon thousands of pouuds of the money subscribed with
the best intentions by Spiritualists wero sunk in competition with
me, without eveu my private friends being told what heavy
financial injuries were tlins inflicted on me, and 1 worked for and
paid out for years singlc-haudod all the expenses thus quite un
intentionally and with the best of motives iuflicted upon me. I do
not say this by way of complaint against anybody, for if I had
spoken of the injury the public were doing me, they would pro
bably have provided a remedy, as a fow kind friends havo recently
done. It was my own fault for not speaking out sooner; 1 kept
silence for three or four years, in consequence of being full of
Utopiau ideas abont Spiritualism being too sacred a subject for the
introduction of tho grievances or sufferings of individuals.”
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“ SPIRIT VALE.”

AN ENGLISH BARRISTER AT THE EDDY BROTHERS* HOMESTEAD—
MRS. IIUNTOON AS A TEST MEDIUM—MATERIALISED SPIRITS.

From a critical oxamination of many reports in
American newspapers, of marvellous appearances of
materialised spirits, through the mediumship of the
Eddy brothers, we long since found out and published
that the accounts were mostly of an exaggerated
nature, made by enthusiastic persons not recognised
by the public as good witnesses, and that the chief
fact suppressed in such reports was the feeble amount
of light at the seances—so feeble that the features of
the “ recognised ” spirits could not be seen by any
body, except an old Mrs. ' Cleveland and a Mr.
Pritchard, who were allowed to approach near enough
to see the faces, and who gave the rest of the company
their testimony as to the features. Of course this
testimony may have been reliable, but at the same
time the two witnesses may have belonged to a class of
enthusiastic souls who sometimes attend seances, who
would readily recognise pocket handkerchiefs as the
veritable faces of their departed grandmothers, or who
pass so freely under mesmeric influence as to see
miraculousthingsbeyond thejange ofordinary eyesight.
On rare occasions, when some witness known to
Spiritualists attended the seances, such as Dr. Ditson,
and Miss Lizzie Doten, a tone of disappointment
characterised their accounts, and they usually honestly
recorded the fact of the small amount of light;; still,
as they only attended one or two seances, their reports
were not worth much ; at least a dozen seances should
be attended to get accurate ideas of the average
nature of the manifestations through any medium.
Why do not American Spiritualists, who have such
good mediums, engage good witnesses to observe the
manifestations ?
If gentlemen whose testimony
carries weight on both sides of the Atlantic, such as
Mr. Epes Sargent, Dr. Crowell, and Colonel Olcott,
gave their valuable time and recorded most of the
facts witnessed at seances, on what a very superior
footing to the prosent American Spiritualism would
stand.
Colonel Olcott is a solitary good witness, who
persoveringly attended the seances of the Eddy
brothers; he once briefly mentions in his book that
the light was so bad that ho did not see the features of
any of the recognised spirits, and this is the vital
point of the whole narrative, easily overlooked by
casual readers, but detected by the Athenceum reviewer.
Thus, so far as test conditions are concerned, the
most remarkable circumstance is the vast multiplicity
of dresses in which the spirits appear; but then the
cabinet ordinarily used is not a test ono, and hard,
sad experience is daily proving to Spiritualists in the
case of mediums of the Holmes, Melville, Fay, and
Von Vleck stamp (or perhaps more truly of the spirits
governing them), that it is not safe to publicly endorse
any physical manifestations not produced under test
conditions.
.
A few weeks ago a clever English barrister, who
does not as yet wish his name to be published, called
upon us before leaving England for the special purpose
of spending the long vacation in the observation of the
manifestations through the Eddy Brothers, at Chitten
den, Vermont, U.S., the result up to the presont time
being that he is disappointed in what he has Seen of
the materialisations through one of the brothers, yet
very pleased with the mediumship Qf the sister, Mrs,

199

Huntoon. Still, he has not as yet observed the mate
rialisations through William Eddy so long and perseveringly as did Colonel Olcott, nor will he have much
opportunity of seeing anything hereafter, for his pub
lished testimony about Mrs. Huntoon will make the
brothers furiously jealous—a failing which too often
accompanies powerful physical mediumship—so the
observation of their manifestations by the English
witness may be assumed to be at an end. Here is his
account of what he has already seen, copied from the
Rutland Daily Globe of Sept. 30th, and every line of
it contains internal evidence of the reliability and
honesty of the narrator :—

Berwick House, Rutland, Vt., Sept. 27th, 1875.
Editor of the Rutland Globe,—Having travelled about 4,000
miles for tlio express purposo of witnessing, and, if possible, form
ing a eorrect judgment upon the “ spirit materialisations ” at tlio
Eddy homestead, made famous by CoL Olcott’s critical investiga
tion, I naturally felt some curiosity to learn the opinions prevalent
about them in this city and neighbourhood. I have found many
differeneos and some iudecision. Nor am I surprised, for though
the Eddy brothers, supposing mediumship to exist, are probably
the most powerful mediums in the world, they are not, at least at
home, test mediums, I do uot in tlio least blarno them, after all
they are said to havo gono through in this way, for not submitting
themselves, every day and in their own homes, to tlio often cruel
and unreasonable caprices of sccptioal investigators. But I do
thiuk that they might voluntarily give more satisfaction in the way
of tests than they choose to do; and therefore I could not recom
mend others, whose object, like my own, is to verify a faot, and not
merely to witness the most developed phase of a phenomenon still
problematical, to soolc conviction at the Eddys’. . But I certainly
am astonished that the extraordinary powers, as a test medium, of
their sister, Mrs. Mary Huntoon, should have escaped public atten
tion. The names of William and Horatio Eddy are heard whereever Spiritualism is mentioned; whilo this sister, who would convince,
if lio wore at. all open to conviction, tbo most hard-hearted sceptic
in a single sitting, remains in obscurity. I was a week at Ohittcndou before I oven heard of her.
As an English lawyer, with, I am afraid, the worst possible
opiniou of human nature, to whom tlic fallibility of human testi
mony is one of the first principles of judgment, sceptical by dis
position, and with some experience in this investigation, I have, in
this matter, trusted to nothing that I have been told, to no obser
vations and to uo precautions but my owu. I havo attended six
oiroles at Mrs. TIuntoon’s, with the result that the quostion of spirit
materialisation is settled with me for ever. On the ground iloor
are only tlireo rooms—the kitchen, dairy or larder, and tho bedroom,
thirteen feet by seven, which serves as tho cabinet. Above are
only the roof and rafters, without partition, of an unfinished room.
Below the larder is the cellar, uot at all under the bedroom. I did
uot, of course, accept the statement that there was nothing under
the latter but the ground, but examined every board of the floor.
These boards are continuous pieces, runuing under tho partition
from the kitcheu tlio lougth of both rooms. Each is firmly and
closely set to its neighbour. Two of tho walls of the • bedroom are
outer walls, aud I scrutinised the boards outside, and tho plaster
wiihin, which was without scam or rent, as also the plaster of the
partitions from the larder and kitchen, and of the ceiliug. The
bodroom has only one window. Tbo lower part of this was uailed
inside; outside 1 had nailed mosquito netting, tho tacks being
driven up to tho heads in spots selected by myself, aud uuder my
own eye. I went out with a lantern and oxamined this netting
three times, (1) just beforo tbo sitting eommonced, (2) immediately
after tho manifestations had fairly commenced, (3) at the close. On
the bed wore lying Mrs. ITuntoon’s two younger children. I took
the eldor to bo under three years old, but she tells me he is three
years and four months. We took tho bedding to pieoes, blanket by
blanket, mattress by mattress. On ouly one night of the six was
the eldest child, fivo years old, left in the bedroom. The bedroom
lias ouly ono door, that into the ldteheu, whore wo sat. Across tho
door tho curtain was hung.
So far, of course, I had only provided against Recess to the room
by an accomplice. But now comes tho crucial test—the ability to
stand which distinguishes Mrs. Huntoon’s mediumship from that of
every other, with the exception, I am told, of Mrs. Stewart, of Terre
Haute, Ind. During the first part of tho seance Mrs. Huntoon sits
outside the curtaiu, in the kitohon with us, no part of her person
being in the bedroom. The light, though not good enough to diseeim the features of the apparitions, is sufficicut to make perfectly
observablo the smallest movement of the medium. I could seo the
time by my small watch by it. Wo sat 7J feet from the curtain.
I was quite satisfied with theso precautions. A gentleman with *
me, however, was not, at least for the purpose of reporting, though
ho agreed with mo that they were perfectly sufficient for our own
satisfaction. Aceordingly we tied Mrs. Huutoou’s bauds seourely to the
back of her chair, and her feet to the legs of the ehair. Now, under
these conditions, face» began immediately to appear, sometimes
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two at a time, through the curtain; a fiddle in tho bedroom was
played, and while Mrs. Huutoon sang “ John Brown,” a voice from
behind the curtain, stronger than hers, accompanied her. ' On other
occasions, aft<^i’'all the foregoiug precautions, with the exception
that the medium was uot tied (though it must be distinctly under
stood, visible to all of us), the full length form of' a young mau
emerged from tho side of the curtain furthest from Mrs. Iluntoon,
and stood before us for several seconds. The same spirit has come
several times, under conditions, however, not so rigorous. By and
by, the power becoming exhausted under these trying tests, a voice
from the bedroom calls Mrs. Huntoon behind the curtain. And
then the manifestations becomo much stronger; bnt, as the test is
at an end, to recount them is not within tho scope of my present
object.
Ono warning I wish to give visitors to Mrs. Huntoon and every
other medium. Do not mix up the question of spirit materialisation
iHth that of spirit idcutity. Fabcs aud figures purporting to be
those, of spirit friends will come to you. Your dear relatives will
manifest tho utmost eagerness and impatience to be recognised, but
when you come to put the simplest test question, they will, unless
you have been fool enough to blab out particulars about them before
hand, cither fail to answer, or answer wrongly. That is my experi
ence ; I do not say it is invariably the case. Unless proper precautions
are taken to exclude such an explanation,people, of course, go away
with the uotion that it is all fraud and personation by the medium.
Much of it I am nearly sure is fraud and personation, not by the
medium, but by spirits, possibly not even hitman spirits. But I am
verging on deep and difiieult speculations. To return to Mrs.
Iluntoon. Sho has offered to come to auy room in Rutland I may
select for the purpose, aud there to hold a seance under any test I
may impose. I am satisfied already, and have declined tlio offer.
Investigators will, she assures .-me, and I quite believe her, experience
from her a cheerful compliauce with any tests not absolutely cruel,
not, of course, inconsistent with tlie invariable conditions of spirit
materialisation. You have two things only to guard against—con
federacy and personation by the medium—with Mrs. Huntoon, but
with very few other mediums, it is the easiest thing iu the world to
take perfect precautions against cither.
Excuse, sir, this long letter—I have no interest in its publication.
. I write it at the request of Mrs. Huutoon, made after I had avowed
myself completely satisfied and convinced, a request whieh I thought
I could not in justice refuse.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
An English Barrister.
Postscript.—I have said the Eddys are not test mediums, but I
should qualify this statement as to Horatio, whoso light circles
ought to give satisfaction to any close observer. I referred to
Williams’s materialisation circles.
TESTIMONY OP A NEW ZEALAND SPIRITUALIST.

A copy of the Otago Times of Aug. 26th, sent us by
the last mail, contains a letter about tho Eddy manifes
tations by Mr. W. H. Moody, formerly of Dunedin,
and well-known to New Zealand Spiritualists. It will
be noticed that in stating what brought conviction to
his own mind of tho identity of tho spirits, he lays
emphasis on the impossibility of strangers gaining
access to the cabinet, instead of upon the distinctness
with which he saw the features of the spirits. What
has the legal witness already mentioned to say as
to the reliability of the following testimony by Mr.
Moody?—

I have paid another visit to tho house of tho Eddys, aud have
talked, laughed, and shaken hands with tho fully materialised forms
of our deceased friends. Wo left Grceufield on the 10th of May,
and remained at tlio Eddy homestead in .Vermont nearly three
weeks. During that time 1 attended fourteen seances, and saw no
less than two hundred and twenty materialised forms, many of them
in full light. They conversed with us, laughed, sang, danced, aud
smoked as naturally as we do in the flesh. The seances are held in
tho same room as before. The cabinet in which tlio materialisations
take place is 2ft. 3in. wide, Gft. long, and 7ft. high. Usually, from
12 to 23 spirit forms appear in the space of an hour. The room is
partially darkened’at the commencement of a seance, as that is one
of the conditions under which force is more easily gathered. If 1
meet an iutimate frieud in the street I know him from the cut of his
countenauce and the rig of his coat. Well, I have seen here, in full
light, my old friend, Mr. 0. Redding (well-known in Dunedin),
twelve times. He spoko to mo one evening; called me by my name,
and requested mo to tell his wife that ho was happy, and wished
her to como and see him. Ho camo out dressed in five different
suits, similar to those he used to wear wlicu living here’on earth,
I knew him; I could not do mistaken. There ho was, as natural as
life. I lived in the house, which was seantiiy furnished. I knew
overy nook and corner in it, and I was certaiu that uo human being,
resembling Redding in every particular, eould have been coneealed
there. What hallucination eould there be about it ? I saw my own
father four times, my sister six times, my old Ballarat partner, Rufus
Smith, onee. All those I saw in full light, aud how could I ho mis
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taken, or how could tho Eddy Brothers personate them ? An old lady
(Mrs. S.) and her daughter, from Romeo, Michigan, came while wo
were there. After they had been there a few nights, tho spirits,
asked tho old lady to take a seat on the platform, close to tho
cabinet. Soou after takiug her seat tho form of an old gentleman
walked out of tho cabinet and shook hands with her, and she called
him “ father.” Ho retired, aud in a few minutes a youug man ap
peared, and shook hands with her ; aud then a young girl, and
soon afterwards another young man. Each shook hands with the
old lady. After the seance was over, I asked her if she was suro
those were her friends. She said she eould not be mistaken. The
first was her father, tlio secoud her sou, the third her grand
daughter, aud the fourth a man who used to work for her. I ask
any reasonable being if that is not good evidence ! Ono uight we
heard a baby crying in the cabiuet. Soon a lady appeared Holding
a baby iu her arms, and judging from tho noiso it made, it had
spleudid lungs, and no mistake. Houto, an Indian maiden, fre
quently danced. One evening she came to the floor where we
wero seated, put her hand on the railing aud jumped back to
the platform. Stoopiug, she seemed to pick up something, and
shaking it out, it was a largo shawl. She made uine of
them, 3 by 5 to 4 by 9 ft. She plucked a white rose from a bouquet
on the platform, and, beckoning to me, I went up, and she gave it
to mo out of her own baud, which I felt. Ono night a young lady
about tweuty and a littlo girl about two years old appeared, and
were recognised by a mau from Maine as his two daughters. He
called them by uame, aud the eldest took tho younger in her arms
and walked partly across the platform. The littlo one held her
hands out towards her father, and they both seemed pleased to see
him. A good many Indians appeared in the full light, and remained
out for some time. An Indiau girb < Tho Lady of tho Lake,” was
ono of the most beautifully formed beiugs I have ever seen. She was
dressed in white tights, with a snow white tunic that reached
almost to tho knees, a belt, and long black hair. Sho came to
where we'wore sitting, and danced across tho floor several times.
Mrs. Eddy, the mother of the Eddys camo out aud thanked the lady
from Michigan, Mrs. S., for her kiudncsStto her (Mrs. Eddy’s)
daughter. Two gentlemen from Utica, Now Ycrk, fully recog
nised their brother, who passed on about a yoar since. A Mrs.
Cleveland, a near neighbour of the Eddys, lost her husband last
February. He came back several times, and was recognisod by
several in the room. He was the one over whoso corpse a mate
rialised spirit delivered a funeral discourse iu tho presence of about
tweuty of the neighbours. I had this from the lips of a dozen
reliable persons who were present.
SPIRITUALISTIC FUNERALS.

The first Spiritualistic funeral whieh ever took place in

England was that of Mrs. Ritchio, in Konsal Green Cemetery,
about five years ago. Mr. Cromwell Varley, Lady Gordon, Mrs.
E. M. Cox, Mr. Enmore Jones, Mr. D. D. Homo, Mr. Epos
Sargent, and Mr. Harrison, were among those who followed her
remains to the grave; there was little or no <mourning ”in tho
shape of dross, most of tho ladies espoeially being dressed in
the brightest colours, and carrying flowers, which at tho close
of tho service wero skowerod upon tho eof^n. ■ Spiritualistic
funerals aro superior in every respect to those of tho ordinary
kind, and must be moro pleasing by far to the bright “risen
ones,” who are not buried with the cold clay. The Scriptural
quotation read in the Church of England Burial Sorvieo is most
painful: in it Paul in one placo ealls his fellow-croatures
“ beasts,” and in another, when an honest inquirer asks a
sensible question about tho rosurreetion, begins his reply with
tho words “ Thou fool l’’ then proceeds to say that tho dead sloop
until awakened by the last trumpet; which Spiritualists know
to be not true.
Mr. B. S. Naylor, tho ehiof pionur of Spiritualism in
Australia, has passed to tho bettor land. He is well known in
Pembrokeshire [and somo other parts of South Wales. For
many years he was managing agent to Colonel Greville, who
single-handed made a branch of tlie Great Wostern Railway
from Johnstone to Milford Havon, through his own ostates, to
develop© the resources of that noble. harbour, a gigantic and
an unselfish work for one man, but a work of which Pembroke
shire in the next generation will reap the benefit. Mr. Nayler
and Mr. Harrison beeamo ^quainted with eaeh other at Milford,
before either knew anything of Spiritualism, and the former
afterwards left this country for Australia, for the benf of his
health. Whilo Mr. Nayler had no aetual knowledge of tho nature
of the future ^fitenc© of man, he was, nevertheless, unable to ac
cept tho orthodox teachings of the day, so did much by his contri
butions to local literature to promote freedom of religious thought
among an agricultural population so completely under the
thumbs of preaehers, lawyers, and hereditary landowners as to
possess no souls or opinions of their own, or hope of anything
hotter in the future.
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FUNERAL OF MR. B, S. NAYLER.

This veteran labourer in the cause of Froethonght and Spirit
ualism passod quietly away to the spirit-world on the evening
of Wednesday, June 23rd. Mr. Nayler was born at Darlington,
in the county of Durham, England, in March 1796. Ho resided
in Holland for upwards of twenty-five years, and was for some
time English professor to the University of Amsterdam. 'At the
age of twenty-eight ho married tho daughter of an eminent
Dutch painter, namod Liornur. Mrs. Nayler inherited the gift
of her father, and produced during her married life many excel
lent pictures, her forte being principally fruit, flowers, and birds.
They were deeply attached to oach other, and colebratod their
golden wedding early last year, Mrs. Nayler passing away a few
months after. Mr. Nayler commencod the investigation of
Spiritualism, and having assured himself of the fact of spirit
intercourse by opening up communication with several of his
departed friends, he was not slow in taking steps to proclaim the
new gospel, and delivered a series of lectures at the Mechanics’
Institute, Melbourne, commencing August 11th, 1869. The
lectures were well attended, but the lecturer’s religious opinions
were too radically Unitarian for the majority of his audiences,
and much opposition was shown both to him and the causo he
advocated. The lectures were afterwards published in pamphlet
form and had a considerable circulation. During the lattor part
of 1869 ho started the first Spiritualistic paper in Victoria (The
Glowworm), but the circulation was inadequate to sustain it, and
after a six months’ struggle it succumbed. Mr. Nayler lectured
occasionally for the local association of Spiritualists, and about
three years sjnee accepted an engagement as lecturer for tho
Stawell Lyceum, which ho filled until the end of last year. At
the beginning of tho present year Mr. Nayler camo to Melbourne,
whero he was provided with moans to end his days in comfort.
He was not, however, the man to remain idle, and within a fort
night of his death ho published a pamphlet criticising tho creeds
of modem Christendom, and proposing a scheme for tho esta
blishment of an association of Freethinkers. He is also the
author of the book A Discussion,on the Unity, Duality, and Trinity
of God, published by Triibner and Co., of London, and other
works.
Mr. Naylor’s last appearance in public was on the platform of
the Temperance Hall, on tho 13th ult., where he gave the pre
liminary reading to Mr. Hughes’s first lecture. Ho was in our
establishment four days before his death ; but though his
faculties were clear and bright,—as they remained'to tho last,—
it was evident that tho tie which kept him in tho body was vory
woak. The immediate causo of death was congestion of tho
lungs, the system being too weak to throw off the congestive
fluid. In accordance with the known wishes of tho departed,
the funeral was exempt from any of the ordinary insignia of
mourning. We annex a brief account of tho proceedings
Thu funeral was appointed to leavo Victoria Parade at half
past two on Saturday, Juno 26th, and shortly before that time
about fifty friends of the deceased arrived, and took a last viow
of the body, which preserved the same calm, placid expression it
had in life. No signs of discolouration or decomposition wero visi
ble, and no odour savo that of tho beautiful flowers which filled tho
interstices of the coffin. At half-past two the coffin was closod,
and tho procession, which consisted of a hearse and four mourn
ing coaches, accompanied by a number of privato vehicles and
cabs, proceeded to the cemetery. No plumes, hatbands or
gloves were to bo seen, but a little sprig of rosemary (indicative
of remembrance), fastened with a yellow ribbon (symbolical of
spirituality and wisdom), was worn upon the left breast, and many
had small bouquets in their button-holes. Arrived at the cemetery,
the procession was joined by about fifty more friends, including
tho choir of the Victorian Association of Progressive Spiritnalists, who on the coffin being deposited in tho grave, sang the
following beautiful hymn of Longfellow’s:—
“ Take them, 0 Death! and bear away
Whatever thou canst call thy own!
Thine image, stamped upon this clay.
Doth give thee that, but that alone!
Take them, 0 Grave ! and let them lie
Folded upon thy narrow shelves,
As garments by the. bouI laid by
And precious only to ourselves.
Taka them, 0 great Eternity!
Our little life is but a gust,
That bends the branches of the tree
And trails its blossoms in the dust!”
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generally in advance, ho was ever the champion of reform, and
overything human had hi? warmost sympathies. A friend of
old and young, evor ready to form new associations with the
freshness of a youthful mind. Those who knew him through
his vigorous and uncompromising writings only, might form a
harsh opinion of his character; but thoso who have had the
great privilege of knowing him in the privacy of his own home,
proved his to be a heart overflowing with the genuine li milk of
hnman kindness.” Mr. Nayler was married to a talented lady
not less remarkable than himself. They celebrated the fiftieth
annivorsary of their wedding day last year, at Stawell, and soon
after, on the 28th July, aftor much trouble and sorrow, Mrs.
Nayler departed to a “ better world.” As soon as convenient
thereafter Mr. Nayler came to Melbourne, where he was
received with warm affection and solicitous regard. Before his
arrival an arrangement was come to whereby his future wants
and comforts were to be attended to, without compromising his
independcnco, which he was jealous in preserving. Although
no blood relations thon surrounded his grave which received his
mortal remains, few indeed have departed this life leaving behind
them such a senso of bereavement and regret for lost opportu
nities, as were experienced by many who had the pleasure and
profit of Mr. Naylor’s intimate acquaintance.
The choir sung Byron’s fine hymn <c Immortality,” at the con
clusion of which they and others threw their floral offerings
into the grave till the coffin was almost hidden with flowers.
This concluded tho proceedings, and tho friends dispersed to
their several homes.—Harbinger of Light, Melbourne.

ISoelrj).
A VOICE FROM THE GKAVSJ,
All needful works accomplished and endured,
Nearer, and yet more near, my God to Thee;
Touch wo tho things that aro with hand assured,
With hand relaxed, tho things that seem, to bo,
Lost, like the expiration of a breath,
Which a child breathos and watches on a glass, ♦
Our breath of being all absorbed in death.
With all those things that pass away, we pass.
For where the treasure is the heart also
Is; and where is tho heart the life has root;
And in what soil soever ye may sow—
There—and there only, may ye seek your fruit.
And many seeds men sow in many soils,
Watering the ground about with many tears
And sweat of brow, who yet from all thoir tolls
And sorrows, pluck no other fruit than fears.
For so iB man, as one who in a dream
Of pleasantness would fain soe all as sooth ;
Yet knows the things ho sees are things that seem,
And dreads the hour of waking into truth.
For what is truth ? The altar, or the fire;
Blood, or tho lifo; the sabbath or tho rest;
Words, or the thought; the deed, or the desire
The expressive symbol, or the thing expressed ? ♦
Is it the furtive hour on drowsy wing?
Is it tho dial whereon the sunbeams play?
That is the truth? Is time the real thing ?
Timo, or the shifting sand that marks its way?
Aspiring to the home from whenco it came,
The spark of life, lent only and not given,
Plays o’er the altar-stone of time in flame.
Consumes the form, but clothes the bouI for heaven.
Wherefore, dear child, live in the soul of things ;
There is thy home; thence is thy place of birth;
So to the parent sun all flame upsprings;
While earthy things but gravitate to earth.
From Aurora, by A. A.

(fforwipcniicncc.
[Great .freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions
diametrically opposedto those of this journal and itsreaders.1
]
INSTANTANEOUS POETRY.

Sir,—As many very striking verses are now being written

through the hand of Miss Showers, and as she is rapidly developing
into a medium for a different class of manifestations, I beg you will
be so kind as to publish the following lines. They indicate a
peculiar phase of spiritual control, are for the most part at variance
with her own religious opinions, and offer a direct contradiction to
the statement that strong physical manifestations are only obtained
Mr. Ross spoko of Mr. Nayler as a man of very remarkable by media who are controlled by an unintellectual and low order of
character. He left this world in his eightieth year, and accord spirits.* The verses are given off instantaneously, without a
ing to usual notions he might be considered as a relic of the * We believe that “John King,” who gives this poetry, has given no
past, to which all his sympathies might be supposed to bo con physical
manifestations, and has from the first asked Mrs, Showers to
fined. Not so with Mr. Nayler, Never behind the age, but send away the chief spirit who produces them.—Ed.
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moment’s thought, in answer to questions; and this subject is
worthy of attention, because I havo never heard of another similar
instance. My experience of mediums is, however, necessarily limited
as I see such wonderful and varying phenomena constantly in my
own house tffat I never care to seek them elsewhere.
The following poem was delivered in a trauee state. The con
trol was at first accompanied by symptoms of suffering, which
gradually disappeared. Tho medium rose slowly and with diffi
culty to a stauding position, the countenance became transfigured,
the voice trembled a little at first, but ultimately became Ann,
impressive, solemn.

There’s a path—it is smooth, it is slippery,
And dark with the blackness of night,
And poor sinners who follow go blindly,
For they know not the beauty of sight.

.

’Tis a path that to follow bewilders,
More deep its intricacies grow;
For no light glimmers far in the distance,
Nay, nothing but sorrow and woe.

There’s a den—in it demons are howling
Fiendish howls, -for their malice is great,
And they jeer at the lost ones’ impatieuce
To enter the infernal gate.
And the tempters have urged and are urging
The weak and tho frail from their rest;
But they shun all the good aud the noble,
For they know them the Saviour has blest.

But the blind ones proceed, all unconscious
Of the terrors for them laid iu store,
Not dreaming they’ve parted with mercy,
To find it agaiu never more.

I havo told thee of sin and of sorrow,
I have hinted at something far -worse ;
I implore thee to pray, lest to-morrow
Should send thee a terrible curse.
A curse which thy prayers cannot banish,
A curse which is ever tho same,
A curse which I know will not vanish,
A curse both in deed and in name.
Now, is it not better to worship
What we feel is divine and sublime ?
And should we not turn to religion ? •
For that is the ladder to climb.

And we know, too, where glory awaits us,
We who staud on the far border land;
And we know ’tis the Saviour -who’ll greet us
With His fair and His shadowy band-

k{ John” I asked, “ is your name really King ? ”
Yes, King is my name, and with kingly power
Will 1 watch by thy sido through the dreariest hour.

Another time he 11 wrote,” on seeing me somewhat depressed and
desponding—
Does thy heart feel sad and weary?
Does thy journey grow too dreary ?
Turn to Him who watches all,
He’ll uot let tho sufferer fall.

“ There are so many difficulties and perplexities in Spiritualism, John”
1 said, “ still I feel certain that it conveys a firm hope of another life.
Is it not so ? ”
Ho who has seen the sufferer dio,
Has helped to close his glassy eye,
Has heard his voice in accents soft,
Implore his spirit to soar aloft—■
Can he forget what he has seen ?
Does he not know what all must mean ?
His friend is happier far than he,
Aud sorrow for him no more can be.

Still, death remains a terrible, an inscrutable mystery.
Death, to the loved ones who linger behind,
Theirs is a sorrow that bows all mankind;
Ah, ’tis a suffering, and worthy the name
When it breaks the sore heart with its agonised pain.
And thou, too, hast felt it, and suffered alone,
For friendship is nothing wherewith to atone ;
For remorse, wheu consigning thy son to the clay,
Thou durst not e’en murmur,“To God will'I pray.”

Can you tell me what the remorse was about ?
It is not I, child, who can comprohcnd thee,
But ’tis the Great God—’tis He who doth send me;
He bids me watch o’er thee, and keep thee from wrong,
For He knows the sweet cadence I have in my sdng.

Is the Catholic religion the true one?
Think’st thou it possible He can be bought
By the false doctrines that priests have taught?
In bygone years He hold his sway;

’Tis o’er—'the Church rules strong to-day.

Tho priests are many; their power is strong;
Tlioy tell you you must uot do this—it is wroug :
And then you listen, but seldom seek
To find out whero their point is -weak.
But God, the merciful, looks down in anger
As He marks your deplorable languor;
Were He to speak, I’m sure He would say,
“ Be free, and worship Me iu your own way.”

Do you know anything about the devil? Can you tell me about my
sou ?
In a bright star, ah me, how fair,
Thy son with God doth dwell;
He bids mo watch o’er thee with care,
And knows thou fares! well.”

Is he happy ?
Happy I In that hallowed spot
Can he be otherwise ?
AVilt thou not pray to share his lot ?
Is it not paradiso ?

Will you ever bring him as you promised ?
Ask not, for time alone will show
That which, just uow, thou may’st uot know.

Did he die a Christian ? 1 am anxious to know.

*

Ho died believing iu God’s word,
And angels gathered uear aud heard.

Would you advise us to embrace the faith of the Church again ?
Nay, do not let thy reason bow
Before the Church’s proud array ;
It might be well for thee e’en now,
But ere thou doest it—wait aud pray.

Prayer is of much avail then ?
Pray with a fervour firm aud strong—
Pray that thou may’st not be led to do wrong:
Pray to be guided by God’s blessed hand;
Yea, thou hast ouly to ask and command.
With this counsel. Sir, which I recommend all who are in
trouble and afflictiou to follow, I conclude for the present.

Frederica Showers.
TESTS.

Sir,—-The proposed crucial glass-shado-pencil-test seems to re
commend a general suspension of tlie conclusions, arrived at by
the laborious experiments of Messrs. Crookes, Wallace, and others,
until the final signature of tho peucil puts a seal to them. But
there is another £50 note iu Paris, deposited by a truth-seeking
Englishman to be picked at by a number-reading clairvoyant. After
these feats are performed the mediums may be permitted to be free
from the suspicion of being coujurors, and many a respectable
family will be relieved from the paiuful anxiety, caused by their
now sheltering dangerous swindlers among their own members,
babies included. Still some work is left to be dono. I have a
friend who will not give in, until, holding both hands of tho
medium, his great grandmother passes from the other side through
a wall two feet thick. In vain I argue that she, living in spheres
of higher intelligence, may possibly not like to descend to regions
where such tests are required; nay, that oven the separation from
her relative may form an essential part of her happiness. He
insists obstinately on his request.
The pencil-test in question, ’
however, ought to settle all doubts, after all, especially if it would,
after writing in the presence of witnesses, finish up with a little
lively ballet dancing. Then the pencil and glass shade should be
placed in a shriue in the British Association, and pilgrimagos unit
ing all shades of belief, inaugurated to pay homage to the wonder
ful relic I
Christian Heimers.
Manchester, Oct. 15, 1875.

SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA AND CONJURORS.

Sir,—Having read a letter written by W. A. Dixon in your paper
of October 8th, headed “ Spiritual Phenomena and Conjurors,” I
beg to state that I attended Dr. Lynn’s seances in Hastings myself,
and with a Mr. Neile stepped on to the stage to try and find out the
modus operand! by which tho various tests were accomplished.
First the medium’s hands were tied firmly behiud his back by myself
and two other gentlemen with what is termed a “ reef knot,” aud by
meaus of a piece of stout rope; another gentleman tied two more
knots on top of that. I then tied tho other hand behiud his back
with what is called a “ runniug bolin,” and then tied three more
knots on tho top of that, so that it was impossible for the so-called
medium to untie them while Ms hauds wero thus behind liis back.
I then tio<l one of his legs to tho chair; another gentleman tied the
other. Two bells wero placed bcliind the screen ; the curtain was
then drawn, and in one moment we saw a hand over the top of the
screen and the bell ringing at the same time, and as the curtaiu was
drawn tlio bells were droppiug.
The modium was in the samo
position as when lie first started. On examining the knots they
were the same as we tied them. I then said to Dr. Lynn that the

medium had passed his hand over his head. Ho replied that 1 might
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take two handkerchiefs and bind his arms to the chair. I did so.
An iron ring was given me to examine; it was perfectly sound, and
I marked the. ring with my knifo; it was placed on the medium’s
head, and in a seeond it was on his arm and not one knot touched.
Tho curtain was then closed and the ring thrown over. Wo ex
amined the knots again, and they were still the same. The chair
used was one taken from tho auditorium. While tho other gentle
men were examining tho ring I placed a small piece of pape* between,
the medium’s hands and the ropo, by which means 1 could tell if ho
moved them. If ho had moved, tho paper .would have dropped to
the floor. The next test was taking his vest off. We wero asked
by Dr. Lynn te tie the button-holes of his eoat together with a piece
of list ; wo did so, and then sealed tho knots, and tied another
pioce of ropo around his body. The curtain was closed, and lie
took off his vest in one second. The eurtain opened and net one
seal broken, and the little piece of paper in the samo placo; the coat
was also removed from the medium’s back, se that we could oxamine
tho vest. How to account for all this puts mo in a fog. Is it really
Spiritualism or trickery? If a trick it is tho best I havo ever wit
nessed. My only excuso for intruding on your valuable space is
that I may hear more about the facts.
J. W. White.
Pilot Inn, 15, St. Andrew’s-road, Hastings, Oct. 17th, 1875.

THE VOCATION OF THE SPIRITUALIST.

Sir,—Such is the title

of a lecture te bo delivered at Islington
Assembly Rooms, Liverpool, next Sunday evening, by Dr. Hitcliman, and surely of all subjects it is the most deeply interest
ing for that class of thinkers who occupy thomselves with tho
religions ' aspect of Spiritualism.
What is tho vocation of tho Spiritualist ? Verily, methinks tho
question involvos so much, that a dariug hand, and a soaring mind
arA required to deal worthily with it. Oiir friend Dr. Hitchman
possesses both, and if ho succeeds in impressing on the Spiritualists
of the Liverpool Psychological Society the responsibility of their
position, morally and religiously, lie will havo achieved a great
work.
‘
What is the vocation of tho truo Spiritualist? To mo it secins
that ever and always ho should aspire, even if he fail in attaining
it, to that state pointed at by the greatest Spiritualist, when ho said,
“Bo ye therefore perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfeei”
—to sink every lesser object in the one great aim, tho spread of
truth; but greater even than tins, for it involves all the rest—
should not the Spiritualist adopt also this divino precept of our im
mortal poet—
•
“ To thine own self bo true,
And it must follow as. the night the day,
Thou canst not then be falso to any man.”.

How many, or rather, how fow, perhaps, live by these rules of
purity, none can tell excepting thoso denizens of the other . world,
some of whom arc always near us, and who bohold us not as we
seem, but as we are, and to whom it is given to see tho secret motive
underlyiug every word and deed. Methinks that it is the vocation
of the Spiritualist to havo ever before him tho things wliieh ho
knows to bo facts, but which tho outside world, not having yet re
ceived the truth as the Spiritualist has received it, but dimly
guesses at.
Again, to recollect over that the purity of the thoughts and
the motives are now building tho spiritual homo of each one, are
now fashioning the spiritual body of tho future life, which will bo
beautiful or the reverse in exact accordance, not with tho seeming
life as it has appeared to the world, but with tho hidden life from
within.
_ >
>
The thomo of tho Spiritualist’s vocation is a lofty cue, and loads
in its elaboration te many other thoughts than can bo dealt with
now. That our lecturer may bo inspired to press home to his
hearers the importance to themselves and to tho world of their
vocation, is tho earnest wish of
33. L. S. N.
Liverpool, Oct 16th, 1S75.

u AURORA.”

Dear Sir,—I have not yet seen in your valuablo journal any

notice of tho exquisite volume of poems, entitled Aurora, recently
published by Messrs. King and Co. A volume so truly spiritual in
teaching, and—whether acknowledged as snch or no—so full of
spirit inspiration, should bo in tho hands cf all Spiritualists.
An appreciative review of this book, written by Dr. Theobald,
appears in tho Nonconformist of October 13th. I fear yen could not
find spaco for tho whole, therefore I forward you the following
extracts, by the perusal of which your readors may form some idea
of the treasure now within their grasp.
F. J. Theobald.
Hastings.

“ With this uupretending titlo wo aro introduced to one of the
most romarkablo volumes of poetry wo havo met with for somo
time. It is tho work apparently of two authors, who sign their
poems respectively A. A. aud A. M.; and, we beiiove, we are not
mistaken in identifying them with tho son of a poet who died seme
yoars ago, and the daughter of a pair who aro still living and have
been well known by their literary and poetical writings for mere
than a goneration. There is ono spirit common to these two con
tributors. Both are fond of dwelling on the hidden meaning of
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thiugs—tho mystie influonces and forces that underlie common life
—the strange, fantastic visions of dream-life—the higher life that
is dawning now, aud is awaiting fuller development in future
generations. The opening and closiug poems are both entitled
Aurora, and aro both by A. A., and the bright, prophetic spirit of
eager expectation which finds glowing and rapturous expression in
those two poems is to somo extent the key-note of the volume,
and is the inspiration which lights up other themes, and touches
them with a warm and attractive radiance. . ..
“ Most of these poems will not disclose thoir wealth of meaning
to a hasty and unsympathetic glance. Some are exceedingly diffi
cult to interpret, and we aro not always sure that wo can find tho
key that unlocks them. But they aro poems which one can linger
over with a certain sense of exhilaration, as one sees definite ideal
shapes slowly loom into distinctness as wo patiently watch them.
Thus gazing, tho luminous mist that enwraps them gradually
changes from a olond which hides the thought into a glorious and
resplendent canopy that crowns and adorns it. Poetry has a
charter to venturo into that dim and bodiless region which
science is equally justified in ignoring, because it has no
latitudo or longitude, and cannot be mapped in distinct
outline. Yet it is absolutely true that no one ef ns, however
prosaic, can bo faithful to his own iuner life unless ho too has a
retreat which the vulture’s eye hath net soou, where he moves and
convorsos with strauge, weird essences that his practical reason
can givo no account of, and which consequently remain locked up as
a sacred secret within, his own bosom. When the poet visits this
mystie region, and seeks to fix and arrest its phantasmal shapes
by use of language that is. partly illusive, partly symbolic, often
audacious and unprecedented, lio will only bo understood by thoso
whose experienco can supply a key to interpret his words. What
is so delicate, refined, and abstruse, can only be approximately
uttered in language—and that language must be essentially poetry,
whether it takes the form of verso or not. The poems before us
dwell very much amidst what Lord Lytton expressively called tho
half-seen, and any ono who reads them carefully, and with that
reverence that any deep and full uaturo has a right to command,
will find much that immediately meets the best experiences of his
inuor life, and may reasonably hope that what is at first dim will
become luminous as his nature expands and his self-knowledge
ripens. A symbolic utterance may remain an unsolved mystery for
years, till a sudden Hash of perception illuminates it, and the
mystery vanishes at once and for ever. Headers of Aurora,
whilo finding much that is immediately available for use and cul
ture, may lay up a store of theso sphinx-like sayings, which will
enrich tho mind even before they are completely grasped, and
become, eaeh of them, a thing of beauty and a joy for over, as thoir
secrets aro successively disclosed wheu life’s progress brings us
abreast of them.”

bhobincial
PORTSMOUTH.

'

A PSYCHOLOGICAL CURIOSITY—-A Sl’LENDID RING TEST.

The Rev. Thomas Colley, curate ef Portsmouth, in continuation
of his narrative o^af week, writes as follows :—
u I must not omit to notico other tests which wero afforded the
other day at dinuer table. Dr. Monck was, in tho process of
natural deglutition, suddenly controlled, and gave a characteristic
message to one of the ladios, purporting to come from her late
husband. That this was the easo was rendered conclusive by
various communications then rapped out, for his uamo, aud place
of death, and number of the house, and name of street were given
(19, Hcrtford-street, Coventry), all of which were correct, none of
which were known to the medium, and some, of which wero un
known to mysolf. The peculiar name, also, ef a suburban part of
tho city where tho lady lived after her husband’s death was given,
in this case verbally by Dr. Monck. His utterance was suddenly
controlled, and ho was forced to say ‘ the Butts.’ 1 Why you wero
not.... in the Butts.’ He eould not understand tho allusion, for,
being semi-conscious when tbe statement was made through him he
thought the peculiar name of the district indicated had reference
to tho gardeu water-butt: and touching the truth and aptitude
and pertinence of the assertion made I ean testify, and do solemnly
declare that Dr. Monck could have had no knowlodgo whatever
regarding the private matter in question.
Tho intelligence that this wrought through tho medium, and
which was assumed to bo the spirit of the father of one of the
ladies, gavo other communications—tc wit, his trade and calling in
this lifo, tb© namo of a Manchester firm with which he transacted
business, the street in which the warchouso was situate, the Chris
tian uamo and surname of tho proprietor, tho speciality of his
manufacture. Moreover the uamo ef a brother of this Man
chester merchant was given. “John .also” was spelt out by way
of supplement to what had previously transpired; and, in a way •
difficult to describe, the manifesting intelligence or spirit-friend
wanted us to remember, and successfully bronghi to our minds the'
fact that ho had transacted business not only with tho one firstnamed, but with the brother John also.
“ Thus diu’ing dinner was this intelligence or invisible spirit-friend
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with us as one of ourselves, talcing part in the conversation, and
•giving us tests and messages of the most important and conviucing
nature, both by raps and the medium's controlled utterance. He
addressed his daughter in a pet name, spelt as he was wont to spell
it, which was the unusual way, and manifested a knowledge of the
most secret matters of the family that bewildered us. Now these
were arcanas utterly beyond the possibility of Dr. Monck having the
remotest perception of, who clandestinely heard more than ho . felt at
liberty to tell the ladies, but which he afterwards confided to me,
the whole of which I knew to be true.
“But out of the many marvels that transpire in tho presence of
Dr. Monck, perhaps noue are more scientifically interesting than ouo
I wituessed the other evening, . Dr. Monck throw down on the
table an ordinary white handkerchief, and in view of all, in a good
light, this was seen to rise and fall as though some animate object
were beneath it. We, with others, were requested to placo our hands
upon it, and felt a throbbing substance there, which after a time
seemed to molt away. Dr. Monck then placed his hands upon it for
a moment, and this appeared to restore tho power that moved the
handkerchief, and the pulsations '-beneath it grow strong again.
The medium then asked me to hold my hand over his hand, which
was held about three inches from, that is over, the haudkercliief,
and this considerably increased the motive power. An .after occur
rence called our attention to the fact that it was the left liand’in
both cases that was thus used, for as I chanced during this experi
ment to hold my. right hand over Dr. Monck’s loft, wo perceived a
sudden diminution of power. Following up the inquiry in the
direction thus suggested, we made a pile of left hands over the
handkerchief, with the space of about two inches between each
haud. This psychic force inflated the handkerchief to such an ex
tent that it rose as if filled with gas, and actually left tho table, and
hung for. a moment in suspension an inch or so above it. I tlion
substituted my right hand for the left, and down fell the handker
chief. the dexter power of one hand apparently overcoming the
sinister power of several. This was observed repeatedly, and
various experiments wero tried that seemed to show that an attrac
tive force attended our left hand, and-a repellent power tho right.
So a circle of left hands was now mado round the rim of a tam
bourine, about two inches above it, and, in a short space, so strong
wn* tho attractive power upon the instrument that it rose from the
table bodily, and floated as if on water.
“Tho latest wonder we havo had is the ring test. This in
various forms has been afforded at nearly every sitting with
Dr. Monck. But tho special marvel of this sort happened on Wed
nesday last. The circle was composed altogether of scientific
gentlemen. I had in my possession a mahogany curtain ring,
that would not pass over my hand, and as Dr. Monck’s hand is
larger than mine, I was suro, and h"ave since had proof, that it
would not go over his. Yet at this moment it is on Dr. Monck’s
wrist, aud will have to be sawn off. A gentleman of prac
tical aud scientific knowledge, and large experience in mechanics,
filling an important post under government, held the medium’s left
hand, and another gentleman held Dr. Monck’s right hand. Tho
first-named gentleman had tho riug in his keeping, holding his
hand upon it as it lay on tho table, while at the time the medium’s
hand was resting on his. Then instautly, as the light was turned
down, the loft hand of the one was grasped by the right hand of
tho other. Without loosing contact for a second, and ere another
moment had passed, the ring was on Dr. Monck’s wrist. In the
process of the mystery, tho medium whispered to tho gentleman
referred to, and said ho clairaudiently hoard his control say, “I
am. going to do what (so-aud-so) could never do; ” indicating,
‘with a peculiar test in the term used, a gentleman of high scientific
position under Government, who was sitting opposite. Dr. Monck
was in iguorancc as to the meaning of the term employed, which
the gentleman spoken to took pains to hide, lest the other should
take offence. The ring was then inspected. I have had it for some
five months, and first procured it for the purposes for which it has
now been used, only that I had hoped to be tho wearer of it uudor tlie
sameextraordinaryconditions. I therefore knoweverymarkuponit,
and am assured it was never out of my possession or off the table
for a moment. A surgeon has in tho presence of three of us
examined it, and the medium’s hand and wrist; has tried to take
it off, but cannot, and says it can only be done—if it is not sawn off—
by putting Dr. Mouck under chloroform, and using other surgical
means that would take time to effect, and even then he is doubtful
whether he should uot hurt the hand in the process. So Dr. Mon,pk
still wears the ring.”

ACCRINGTON.
LECTURE AT TDE PEEL INSTITUTE.
According to previous announcement in tho local papers Mr. J.
Coates delivered a lecture on “ Spirituallsrn: Why I liko it,” in
reply to the Rev. Mr. Ashcroft, a local preacher, whoso remarks on
the subject of Spiritualism are not of the most flattering descrip
tion. Mr. Coates said that his public statements in connection
therewith were freo from much foundation in fact, although it is
quite possible there may be some accurate information in somo
things, he said; for it would be almost impossible for a man to talk
for two hours steadily without his observations possessing a little
reliability. Mr. Ashcroft asserted that Spiritualism is pretentious
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and bombastic; it is frivolous and ridiculous; it is unscriptural and
anti-christian; it is grossly immoral and blasphemous, and no man
of any standing in scienco, philosophy, or religion would have any
thing to do with it. It was a frightful delusion, the hearts of men
becoming desperately wicked and led away by soduc-ing spirits i
these latter days; he himself would not have anything to do with
tlicso deeds of darkness, and earnestly advised his hearers, as they
valued their eternal happiness and the salvation of their souls, to
havo nothing to do with it. Mr. Coates added that he did not forget
in this remarkable tirade to attack tho alleged flight of Dr. Monck,
and some of the sayings of the guides of Mrs. Tappan, about
comets and tho light towers on the planet Vonus during tho period
of her transit. These scorned to be tho principal items of Mr.
Ashcroft’s lecture on “ Spiritualism: Why I object to it.”
The presence of Mr. Ashcroft at the lecture by Mr. Coates was
respectfully invited, and he or any able opponent challenged, but
he did uot put in an appearance. Mr. Coates dealt with tho ques
tion, * If a man die, shall he live again?” Running rapidly down
the changing 'scenes of time, glancing at the 'various opinions of tho
great thinkers in all ages, as well as tho pent-up throbbings and
aspirations of the soul of man everywhere—at tho shrines of
Buddha, of Brahma; also in Nature’s ampliitheatro where tho red
man adores the Great Spirit and looks forward to a happy transi
tion to the hunting grounds of life. De said that in this our
Christian land aro thousands who ask tho question, but get
no answer. Ask the Church, she cannot answer; spiritual
gifts have departed from her, wrapped up as she is in
ritual aud ceremony, fighting within and without over beliefs
fossilised, and dead creeds. • The inquirer, he said, must seek
elsewhere. He goes to the man of science, but ho cannot
answer, because ho has not commenced to dclvo into tho realms of
mind. Unfortunately, for this rcasou, ho sometimes assumes more
than his physical facts warrant, bydoclaring man not to bo u living
spirit, aud God a figure of speech, immortality a figment of a
diseased brain, or a relic of superstition—an exploded dream of the
past. Spiritualism, said tho lecturer, does aud can answer tho
question, beyond the shadow of a doubt. The naturalist demauds
proof—it, gives it; tho man of lofty ideal looks for superior
teaching to that found in the churches, based on the dead past, not
sufficient for tho living present—it gives it. It truly becomes all
things to all men ' that it may win some. After answering several
objections and questions contained in Mr. Ashcroft’s lecture, and
demonstrating tho efficiency of Spiritualism in its modern phase to
answer tho great question of the nineteenth century—If a man die
shall ho live again?—Mr. Coates said that was why ho liked it.
An invitation was given, by the chairman to any ouo who felt
disposed to ask questions. Several wero put and answeeed. Tho
meeting passed off pleasantly ; perfect order seemed to reign. Dr.
Brown. ably occupied the chair. Mr. Meredith read the Scriptures,
and kindly assisted in leading the singing. Mr. Spencer T. Dall,
the mesmerist, of Sherwood Forost, was present.
NORTD SEIELDS.

There are a few Spiritualists here, and, in fact, some are to bo

found all along tho banks of the Tyne. Spiritualism is beginning
to show itself. In Walker and Jarrow there aro circles. Mr.
Robson, of North Shields, is an active member' of the Nowcastle
society, and a few weeks ago lie took a number of his workmen to
a special seance witli Mrs. Petty, since which they liavo formod a
circlo to investigate for themselves, but did not got anything to
their satisfaction. Mr. Robson then induced Mrs. Rhodes to attend
as a developing medium on Wednesday evening, October lotli, on
which occasion two of tho members showed signs of modiumship,
aud they obtained the ordinary table movements even while Mrs.
Rhodes was away from tho table. Mr. Rhodes was controlled, and
by impersonation way made to show one of tho sitters his right
arm, which for the time being was useless ; the gentleman present
recognised it at once as a test from a son of liis in tho spirit world,
who had a broken arm, tho position and attitude being identical. ] t
is needless' to add that tho medium had no knowlodge of tho matter
whatever. Mr. Lambclle, of South Shields, the new tranco medium,
is announced to addross the members' of the Newcastle society on
Sunday evening next.
NEWCASTLE].
M. Aksakoe has had several special seances with the Petty family.
Do returned to London on Tuesday night, and has since had a
seance, with Mrs. Marshall, the right medium for tho St. 1'etersburg
committee.
Seance at Weirs Court.—Tho usual Tuesday evening dark
circle was held last week at the Society’s Rooms, when about sixaud-tliirty members wero present, including our Russian visitor,
M. Aksakof. As soon as Miss Wood was entranced by “ Pokey,”
tho latter becamo very inquisitive with the illustrious stranger,
mado humorous observations about his personal appearance, and
promised that if he was a {‘ good boy” slie would try and materialise
herself on another occasion if ho attended. Tho manifestations
were of a physical nature, and of the ordinary power and rapidity.
The singing of the well-known verses, “ Ring the bell, watchman,”
was accompanied by the spirits ringing the bolls in remarkably
good tim'e, and with effect.
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THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale Owen,

formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A standard work con
taining interesting and well authenticated facts, proving the reality of spirit
communion. It also contains an elaborate essay defining the author’s views
of the relationship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s. Gd.

FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER WORLD,
by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorbing interest, replete with
well authenticated narratives, describing manifestations produced by spirits.
7s. Gd.

iii

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits through tho

mediumship of Lizzie Doten. The aecusation issometimes made by disbelievers
that spirit messages are of a trumpery character, but these beautiful poems
give evidence that all Spirit utterances are not so. The “The Prophecy of
Vala," published in this book and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar
Allen Poe, is better than any whieh that poet wrote during the whole of his life
on earth.Best edition. Gilt, 10s. Gd.; cheap edition, 7s. Gd.

POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through the medium
ship of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work, Is a collection of beautifu
poems. 7s. Gd.

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. S. Olcott.

Profusely illustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr. William Crookes and
Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author is a literary gentleman of high stand- ,
ing in New York, and the book consists of descriptions of scanccs at which
materialised spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the
author and other witnesses. Pictures of the Eddy Brothers, their homestead,
aud the phenomena presented at their seanees, are included in the work. 12s. 6d.

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS LIFE. By
Allan Putnam. 4s.
BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER WHICH

HELPED THEM TO PERFORM MIGHTY WORKS. By Allan Putuam.
Gs.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. By Wash
ington A Danskin, 4s. Gd.
REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by tho Committee of tho Dialec I’SALMS
OF LIFE. A eolleetion containing 150 pieee3 of music
tical Society. This committee consisted of literary, scientific, and other pro
and 550 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John S. Adams, fis.
fessional men who investigated Spiritualism for two years without engaging POEMS
BY
ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a public
the services of any professional medium, after which they published the
trauce.speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s.
report. Original edition, 15s. ; moderately abridged edition, 5s.
THE
FUTURE
. LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth Sweet,
RESEARCHES IN 'L’flE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM,
with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. Gd.
by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever published to scientifically
THE
PRINCIPLES
OF NATURE, given inspirationally through
demonstrate the reality of some of tho physieal phenomena of Spiritualism.
the mediumship of Mrs. Maria M. King. 7s Gd.
5s.
MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by Alfred THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSICAL MAN
Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly argument in reply to
Ilume’s “Essay on Miracles.” It also records a large number of interesting
spiritual manifestations, and contalus some of tlic personal experiences of Mr.

SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle. This book argues
that man is, contemporary with the Mastodon, aud details the history of his
subsequent development. 7s. 6d.

THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS, OR GENESIS AND
GEOLOGY. By William Denton. 3s.
MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Robert Dale Owen. 8s. 6d.
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. 0. Barratt, contains the testimony of
departed about the world beyond the grave. 5s.
CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. A brilliant, ANtheHOUR
WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a vision of
well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly bound, with gilt edges. 2s.
scenes in the Spirit Land. 3s. Gd.
LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W. Edmonds, HEAVEN
OPENED,
OR MESSAGES FOR TIIE BEREAVED
Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U S. This book consists of essays on
FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY. Christian spirit-messages given
the Social, Moral, and Scientific aspeets of Spiritualism. 3s. Gd.
through
the
mediumship
F. J. T. (Part one), Gd.
WHERE ARE THE DEAD ? OR SPIRITUALISM EX HEAVEN OPENED, ofcontaining
further descriptions of, and

PLANOHETTE, OR TIIE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, by Epes

Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well authenticated spiritual phenomena.
Information about the relationship of Spiritualism to Rcligiou and Science is
also given. 7s. Gd.

PLAINED, by Fred. A. Binncy, A practically useful work for inquirers,
giving general information about English professional and non-professional
mediums, also about the periodical and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s.

WHAT AM I? Vol. IT., by E. W. Cox, Serjeant at Law. An

introduction to Psychology. This book admits the reality of some of the
Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism, but argues that they arc produced by an
alleged Physic Force, unconsciously governed in its action by the thoughts of
the medium or the spectators. 8s. The first volume of this book, ■which deals
chiefly with Physiology, is out of print.

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev. F. G.

Lee, D.C.L. This newly-published book contains Facts mid Traditions relating
to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, Wraiths, Warnings and Witchcraft The
author admits the reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern Spirit
ualism to be diabolical. He, however, gives valuable facts, previously unpub
lished, and prints the only authorised and complete account of the Apparition
seen by one of the ancestors of Lord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., lfis.

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by tho Rev. William

Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous thinker, and a writer of un
questioned ability. Contents ; The Auti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age;
Science] and the Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine; Miracles and the
Believing Spirit; The'Scriptures and Pneuinatology; Miracles and Science;
the Spirit*and the Prophets Thereof; Anti-Supernatural Misunderstandings;
the Last Ecstatic; Matter and Spirit; the. Outburst of Spiritualism ; Thoughts
on Spiritualism ; A Miracle Defined: Miraeles as Signs; Miracles and the
Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature: Miraeles and Pneumatology;
the Spirit and the Old Testament; tho Old Testament and the New; tlic
Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit; Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the
Spirit. 12mo., 500 pp. Cloth 10s. Gd.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM IN

ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman. Contains important facts connected
with tho early movement in this eouutry with which the.author was identified,
and an account of some of the most remarkable of his personal experiences. Is.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Dorrton. In thia extra

ordinary book the author, who is a Professor of Geology in America, employed
clairvoyants to reveal to him by vision, events connected with the early
history of geological specimens; these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and
other extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they likewise saw
the scenes by which these prehistoric animals were suiTrounded. The author
also sent his clairvoyants to examine portions of different planets, and they
gave descriptions of the inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetatiou of
each. The book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. Tlie substance of a review of
this bookin “ The Spiritualist” was to the effect that there is no doubt as to the
integrity of the anthor, who also possesses sufficient intelligence to select
clairvoyants who would not cheat him. Tho question as to the reliability of the
narratives therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability of
clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about distant places
on earth, lias been found sometimes to give accurate results and sometimes
inaccurate results. The review furtherexpresses the opinion that if ever inter
planetary communication should bo established, it will be by means of clair
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood spiritual powers in
man. Three Vols. 24s.: or 8s. per single volume.

advanced teachings from the Spirit Land. (Part two), Gd.

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUALISM, by
M. P. 2s. Gd.
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.; contains experi
ments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will. 2s. Gd.
ARCANA OF NATURE, by Hudson Tuttle. 2 Vols., 12s.
STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clairvoyaut. 8s.
THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem by Lizzie
Doten. 2s.
ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d.
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive principles
5s. Gd.
FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD
Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. Gd.
BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. 6d.
CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s.
DENTON’S POEMS. 2s.
RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d.
RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d.
OUR r.LANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d.
BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood’s trans
lation.) 7s. Gd.
THREADING MY WAY, by R. Dale Owen. 7s. 6d.
SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s.
THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Peebles. 7s. 6d.
ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s. Gd.
STATUVOLENCE, OR ARTIFICIAL SOMNAMBULISM,
7s. Gd.
*
MRS. CROWE’S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.
MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma Hardinge,
lfis.
THE TWO WORLDS, by Brovior. 6s. 6d.
GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. -An interesting littl o

book, containing messages given by Spirits through the Writing Mediumshi n
of a Lady. 2s. Gd.

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and Dr. Daniel
IL Take. 25s.
APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. 6d.
THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, giving
information about Spiritual Phenomena among the Amazulu and other Tribes
of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon Callaway. M D., in three parts. 12s.

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION INTO
THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by Thomas F

Barkas
REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the medium APPAlilTIONS:
A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the Rev.
ship of Mrs. Maria M. King. This book professes to give life experiences, scenes,
Bourchier Wrev Saville, M.A. 4s. Gd.
incidents, and conditions Illustrative of spirit life. The preface says :—“Experi HESPERIA.
X
’
oems,
by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s.
enced spirits state propositions to man in tho flesh as they would state them

tO each other, expecting or hoping that they will not be taken for granted
because uttered by a spirit, but will he fully weighed in the light of all the
reason and experience possessed by those who receive their instructions.”
5s. 6d.
PBOOF PALPABLE OF IMMOBTALITY, by Epos Sargent.
This work, by an American author of acknowledged ability, gives an aceonnt
of the materialisation of Spirits in England and America during the past few
years in the presence of famous mediums, aud, as a rule, before educated
witnesses of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also con
tains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, morals, and religion,
and it is prefaced with a portrait of the materialised spirit Katie King, copied
from a photograph of her taken by Mr. Harrison by the aid of the magnesium
light. 7s. 6d.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.
TIIE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION TO
MATTER By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 6s.
THE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. By Hugh
Fs.nncr 17G5 2s Gd
ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Contains Records

of Experiments relating to Mesmerism, Somnambulism, and Clairvovance, and
philosophical considerations connected therewith. This workgaiued the prix r
offered for competition by the Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts
and Sciences. (Pub. at 7s. cd.) 4s.

COMING MAN. By the Rev. James Smith; formerly Editor
ALLAN KARDEO’S “SPIRITS’ BOOK” (Blackwell.) 7s. 6d. THE
af the “Family Herald.” (2 Yola.) 10s
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Oriental Religions (Johnson)"
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Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book, recommended by
The Spiritualist Newspaper .
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(400 a.d. and 518 a.d.). Translated from the Chiuese by Samuel Beal,
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The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zulus, by the Rev.
Henry Callaway, M.D. In six parts .
.
.
.
.
. 16 0
The Life and Teachings of Confucius. Translated into English, with Pre
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. 10 6
Myths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Superstitions interpreted by Com
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On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Explanation of the
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.
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The Koran ; commonly called the Alcoran of Mahommed. Translated into
English immediately from the original Arabic, by George Sale .
. 10 G
The Childhood of the World, by Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S. Special edition
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.
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HE object of this Association is the discovery of truth

T

in connection with Psychology.
The Society seeks to attain its object by the following measures, or such
of them as from time to time are found to be practicable.
1.—By frequent meetings of its members for conference, inquiry, instruc
tion, montal improvement, spiritual culture, social intercourse, and healthfu
recreation.
2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for the purpose
of developing their physical, mental, and spiritual powers.
3.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means of public instruction
lectures, reading-rooms, the press, and spirit communion.
February, 1875.

In the Press and will be shortly published in one volume, handsomely got
up, and printed on toned paper,

ANGELIC REVELATIONS

ON THE ORIGIN, ULTIMATION, AND DESTINY OF THE
HUMAN SPIRIT.

Illustrated by the experience of Teresa Jacoby, now an Angel in th e
tenth, state.
Chap. 1.—The Unity of God.

Contents.

Incarnation of Deity.
2.—The Unity of the Human Spirit. Union of Souls.
3.—Appearances of the Human Spirit, and residences in the
Spiritual world.,
„ 4.—Spiritual science. Science of the Kingdom of God.
„
5.—The purpose of God in ereation.
„ 6.—The Divine Activity under t.he Form of Light.
„ 7.—The Human Body and Spiritual Planes.
,, S.—The Planets Saturn and Ceres.
„
9.—Spiritual Marriages.
„ 10.—Spiritual Symbols.
,, 11.—The Lost Orb. Parti.
„ 12.—The Angelic Soeiety of Aaron’s Rod.
„ 13.—The Lost Orb. Part II.
„ 14.—Unity, Harmony, and Identity in Hoaven.
„ 15.—The Lost Orb. Parc III.
„ 16 to 30.—Experiences of a Spirit; containing an account of the
Birth, Parentage, and Death of Teresa Jacoby, with her experiences in the
other lifo, up through the states to the tenth in which she is now in, and
communicates as the Angel Purity.
With an introductory chapter by the Recorder, who gives a full account
concerning the giving of the communications.
The volume will be enriched with a Frontispiece photo printed, of the
Angel, the original of which was produced by tbe direct operation of
Spirits.
As the matter is unique, and tho subjo"' treated of being of Buch a
thrilling interest, the editor has spared no expense to make it a handsoma
CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF CELEBRATED volume, and not being published with any regard to profit, it is hoped that
a large circulation may be obtained.
AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS.
Price of the volume Gs., and an early application is requested in the mean
Price One Shilling Each.
to be addressed—
1. Judge Edmonds; 2. Professor Wm. Denton; 3. Miss Lizzie Doten; 4. Mr. time,MR.
T. GASKELL, 69, OLDHAM-ROAD. MANCHESTER;
Luther Colby: 5. Mr. Isaac B. Rich: 6. The late Mr. William White; 7. Dr.
MR.
F. PITMAN, PATERNOSTER-ROW, LONDON; AND
Frederick L. II. Willis; 8. Mr. J. M. Peebles; 9. Mr. A. J. Davis; 10. Mrs.
MR. W. H. HARRISON, 38, GREAT RUSSELL-ST., LONDON, W.C
Conant.
who
have
kindly consented to receive orders for the same.
CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR. HENRY WARD
BEECHER (who is not a Spiritualist), Is. each.
„
,,

rpHE ISLINGTON PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION

JL FOR THE CURE OF DISEASES, 19, Church-street, Upper-street,
Islington. Mrs. Bullock and other healers in attendance daily from 11 a.m.
till 2 p.m., Sundays from II a.m. till 1 p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Bullock, prin
cipals.

W

ANTED, by a Widow Lady, of a kind and cheerful

F

PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTE
OR the CURE OF. NERVOUS AND MUSCULAR

DISEASES, opposite St. Chrysostom’s Church, 74, Queen’s-road,
Everton, Liverpool. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Operators sent to all parts. Terms
per arrangement.
J. Coates, Principal.

esmerism,

M

electro

- biology,

fascina

disposition, an appointment as Housekeeper, Companion,
tion.
Amanuensis, or any position of trust and confidence. Would not object
Howto mesmerise, fascinate, and produce electro-biological phenomena.
to travel, or a non-resident engagement would be accepted. Address,
How to know Sensitive SUBJECTS.
C. W. S., care of Mr. Ingram, 267a, Oxford-street, W.
How to develop Clairvoyant Media.
■ How to produce Sleep in any one at will.
DR, MOSES RIGG can teach any person efficiently by post. Pamphlet
E MESSAGER, a fortnightly Journal, published on and testimonials gratis, or by post, Id. stamp, Address, 9, Granvillethe 1st and 15th of every month, at 3G, Rue de la Cath6drale, Liege, square, London, W.O. At home daily from 10 till 5.
Belgium. Price 2d., or 5 francs yearly.

L
K

EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’etudes psyehologiques,

fonde par Allan Kardec, appears on the 1st of every month. Price,
1 franc. Published by the Societe Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille. Paris. Post
Office orders payable to M. Leymarie.

PIRIT PEOPLE,—A .scientifically accurate description

S

HE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM are discussed

T

in the number of the NONCONFORMIST for Wednesday, Sep
tember 15th, in an elaborate Essay reviewing all the recent works on the
subject, and referring to late personal experiences. By a Man of Science.
Sene by post on tbe receipt of Fivepence, 18, Bouverie-Btreet, Fleet
street, E.C.

of manifestations recently produced by spirits, and simultaneously
witnessed by the Author and other observers in London. By William H.Printed for the' Proprietor by Beveridge & Co., at the Holborn Printing
Works, Fullwood’s Rents, High Holborn, in the Parish of St. AndrewHarrison. Limp cloth, red edges. Price Is.; post tree Is. Id.—38, Great
above-Bar and St. George the Martyr, London, and published by E, W.
Russell-street, London, W.C,*, andE. W. Allen, II, Ave Maria-lane, Pater
noster-row, E.O,
Allen, Ave Maria-lano London E.C.

