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DALSTON ASSOCTIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO
SPIRITUALISM,

(EsTAanLisuEDd 1870.)

‘ President.
Honry D. Jencken, ¥sq,, M.R.I, F.R.G.8, (Burrister-at-Law).
ECouncil
Mr. A. Ferguson Black,
Mra. C. Ada Blyton.
Mr. Thomas Blyton. Mr. Thomas Wilks.
Mrs, Amelia Corner. Mrs., M. Theresa Wood.
Ilon. Sec. and Treasurer—Mr. Thomas Blyton,

THE purposes of the Association are:—

(7). The collection of well-guthenticated facts affccting Spiritualism,
through its own circle, or circles, and other available sources, so as to form
& basis for soand judgment.

(2). By various means to offer facilities to investigators, and to induce
others to give the maitter careful inquiry, with & view to a better understand-
ing of the phenomena and teachings of Spiritualism.

Ordinary experimental seances are held weekly, on Thursday evenings, at
8 pm., to which Members are admitted, as well as Members of similar As-
sociations (vide Rule IX.). Strangers can only be admitted to the ordinary
seance held on the first Thursday evening in each month, on introduction
by a Member. The fast Thursday evening in each month is devoted to
specind seances with professional media, lectures, discussions, reading of
papers, or narration of experiences of investigators; to which strangers
ere admitted, under the same regulations as are inforced on the first Thurs-
day evening in each month.

Tn addition to the We“ekly meetings and seances, members of the Associa-
tion have the privilege of utilising the well-stocked Library, comprising
numerous standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects. All the
English Spiritualist newspapers and magsazines are regularly supplied to
the Rooms for the perusal of Members.

All communications to be addressed to the Secrotary, at the Rooms of
the Association, 74, Navarino-road, Dalston, E. A stamped addressed on-
velope skould be enclosed in all letters requiring replies. Copies of the
Prospectus, Rules, Circle Regulations, and directions “how to form Spirit
‘‘Circles,” with any further information, to be obtained on application to
the Secretary at his private residonce, 12, St. Phillip’s-road, Dalston, E,

TREKBECE BANK. [Established 1851.—29 and 30,
Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane.
FoUR PER CENT, INTEREST allowed on Deposits.
Current Accounts opened similar to the Joint-Stock Banks.
Cheque Books supplied,
Sales of British, Foreign, and Colonial Bonds, Stocks
. Shares, &c., effected. Advances made thereon.
Office hours from 10 till 4, on Mondays from 10 till 9, and om Saturdays
from 10 till 2 o’clock.
A Pamphlet containing full particulars may be obtained
post free on application to
‘ FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.

FPHE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM TN
. ENGLAND, by BENJAMIN COLEMAN. The author gives some
Important facts connected with ths early movement in this country with
which he was identifled, and an sccount of some of the most remarkable
o1 hia persdnal experiences. E. W, Allen, Ave Maria-lane; George Farmer
4, Kingsgate-sireet, Holborn, Prico One Shilling.

Mr, Alfred E. Lovell.
Mr. R Pomeroy Tredwen.

Purchases and

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSCOCCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS,

The BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTR is formed to unite
Spiritualists of every variety of opinion for their mutnal aid and benefit; to
aid students and inquirers in their researches, by placing at their disposal
the means of systematic investigation into the facts and phenomena, called
Spiritual or Psychic; to make known the positiveresultsarrived at by careful
research ; and to direct attention to the beneficial influence which those
results are caleulated to exercise upon socisl relationships and individusl
conduct. It is intended to include Spiritualists of every class whother
members of Local and Provincial Societies or not, and all inguirers into
psychological and kindred phenomena.

The British National Association of Spiritualists was formed in the year
18738, at a national conference of Spiritualists held in Liverpool, at whicix
all the great Societies of Spiritualists,jand the Spiritualists of the chief
towns in the United Kingdom, were represented. The amount of the
annual subscription to the National Association is optional, with & min-
imum of five shillings a year. Each member has a single vote at the
general meetings, and is eligible for election to all offices.

PERSONS wishing to join the Association, and local Socleties wishing
t0 become allied, are requested 1o communicate with Miss Kislingbury,
Resident Sccretary, at the offices of the Association, 38, Great Russell-
street, Bloomsbury, W.C,, of whom copies of the Constitution and Rules
may be had upon application.

The entrance to the offlces is in Woburn-street.

BRITISH NATIONAE ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

THE READING ROOM AND LIBRARY,
38, GREAT RUSSELL-SREET, BLOOMSEURY,

ARE open to the publie. Newspapers and periodicals

connected twith Spirituslism, from all parts of the world, and
various high-class journals, are regularly supplied. The library contains,
in addition to the best writings on Spiritualism, works on historical, speen-
lative, and seientific subjects by the best authors,

Terms to members : One guines a year, which also includes membership:
Quarterly tickets, 5s.; Monthly tickets, 2s. 6d. To non-members, annual
tickets, 30s.; Quarterly, 10s.; Monthly, 5s.

Light refreshments supplied at moderate charges. .

A Seance toom can be engaged under special arrangements, to be learned
from the Secretary.

THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS

WILL HOLD A
SERIES OF CONVERSAZIONES
On the first Wednesday of each month until further notice.

These meetings have been organised ut the request, and for the benefit of
Spiritualists who desire opportunities of meeting friends and members,
and of discussing matters of interest connected with the Spiritualistic move-
ment.

Music and other entertainment will be provided at each meeting.

The loan of spirit-drawings, writings, and other objects of interest iz re-
quested for exhibition

Hours, from 7 to 10.30 p.m.

Tickets of admission—Single tickets. 1s. 6d. Donble ticlets, 2s. 6d.

To be obtained in advance of the rssident secretary, Miss Kislingbury, 38,
Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.

BRITISH NATTIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

PRIZE ESSAYS.
The Couneil of the British National Association of Spiritualists offers
THE GOLD MEDAL OF THE ASSOCIATION,

Or the sum of £20 in money, for the best Essay upon the Tollowing subject :

The probable effect of Spiritualism upon the Social, Moral, and
Lieligious Condition of Society.

SECOND PRIZE, £10,

The competition ig open to all British born or naturalised British sub-
jects, and to all Foreign members of the British Kational Association of
Spiritualism. : ~

The essays to be forwarded, not later than the Ist October, 1875, to the
Resident Secretary, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C., of
whom further particulars can be had on application. ’
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, MES
MERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND BIOLOGY,

ON SALE AT THE
BRANCH OFFICE OF “ THE SPIRITUALIST *» NEWSPAPER,
38, GREAT RUSSELL-STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LLONDON, W.C.
(Entrance in Woburn-street),
ALL LETTERS TQ BE ADDRESSED TO THH MANAGER.

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale Owen,
formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A standard work
containing interesting and well authenticated facts, proving the reality
of spirit communion. It also contains an elaborate cssay deflning the
author’s views of tho relationship of Spiritualism to the Christian
Church, 7s.6d.

THE IDENTITY OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND
MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by Eugene Crowell, M.D. A valuable
work, containing useful information relating to the Scientific and
Religious aspects of Spiritualism, and replete with well authenticated
descriptions of manifestations. 12s. 6d.

FOOTFALLS ON TIHE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER WORLD,
by Robert Dale Owen., An excellent book of absorbing interest, replete
with well authenticated narratives deseribing manifestations produced
by spirits. 7s. 6d.

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of the Dialce-
tical Soclety. This committee consisted of literary, scientific, and
other professional men who investigated Spiritualism for two years
without engaging the services of any professional medinm, after which
t5hey published the report. Original edition, 15a.; abridged edition,

3.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF STIRITUATISM,
by William Crookes, F.R.8, The best work ever published to scientifl-

cally demonstrate the reality of some of the physical phenomena of
Spiritualism. s,

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by Alfred
Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains & masterly argument in
reply to Hume'’s Essay on Mirasles. It also records a large number of
interesting spiritual manifestations, and contains some of the personal
experiences of Mr. Wallace. s

PLANCHETTE, OR THE DESTAIR OF SCIENCE, by Epes
Sargent. A book rieh in descriptions of well anthenticated spiritual
phenomena. Information about the relationship of Spiritualism to
Religion and Science is also given. 6s.; New edition, 7s. 6d. .

CONCERNING SPTRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. A brilliant,
well written little cssay on Spicitualism, Neatly bound, with gilt
odges. 2s.

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W. Edmonds,
Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.8., This book consists of
essays on tho Social, Moral, and Scientific aspects of Spiritualism.
38, 6ad.

WHERE ARE THE DEAD ? OR SPIRITUALISM EX-
PLAINED, by Fritz. A practically useful work for inquirers, giving
general information abhout English professional and non-protessional
mediums, also aboutthe periodical and other Literature of Spiritualism,
8.

WHAT AM I? Vol IL, by E. W. Cox, Secrjeant at Law, An
introduction to Psychology. This book admits the reality of some of
the Physical Phenomena of Spirltualism, but argues that they are pro-
duced by an alleged Psychic Force, unconsciously governed in its
action by the thoughts of the medium or the spectators. 8s, The
firgt vol. of this book, which deals chielly with Physiology. i out of
priot.

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev. I. G.
Lee, D.C.L. This newly published book contains Facts and Traditions
relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, Wraiths, Warnings and
‘Witcheraft. The author admits the reality of Spiritual visitations, but
considers Modern Spiritualism to be diabolical. He, however, gives
valuable facts, previously unpublished, and prints the only suthorised
and completo account of the Apparition secn by one of the ancestors of
Lord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., 15s.

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCE 01 SPIRITUALISM, by
M, P. 2s. 6d.

WILL ABILITY, by Joscph Hands, M.R.C.8.; contains experi-
ments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will. 2s. 6d.

ARCANA OF NATURE, by Hudson Tuttle. 2 Vols, 12y, »

THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem by Tizze
Doton, 2s.

STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clairvoyaut. 8s.
REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND, by Maria M. King. 5s. 6d.

POEMS OF PROGRESS, by Lizzie Doten. Best edition, gilt.
10s. 64d.

LLEVEN DAYS AT MORAVIA, by T, B. Hazard. 6d.
MINISTRY OF ANGELS REALISED, by A. E. Newton. 1s. Sd.
LIFE OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. TL Powell, 1s, 8d.
ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Pcebles. 10s. 6d.
ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7. 6d.

DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive principles.

5. 6d.
FLASHES OF LIGHT TFROM THE SPIRIT
Through the mediumship of Mrs, Conant., 7s, 6d;

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s.6d. .

WORLD.

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, MESMERISM,
ANTHROPOLOGY, AND BIOLOGY.—Continued.

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 8. Oleott
14s.

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes Sargent.
78, 6d.

T'OEMS OF THE INNER LIFE, by Lizzie Doten, Last edition,

gilt. 10s. 6d.
CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 12s. 6d.
DENTON’S POEMS. 2s.
RADICAL DISCOVERIES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d.

RADICAL RHYMES, by William Deuton. 6s. 6d.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. Vol. L., Ts. Gd.
Vols. II and III 8s. each.

OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d.
THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

OrricE-BEARERS FOR 1875.
President,—James Wason, Esq.  Vice-President.—Mr. John Lamont,
Secretary.—Mr. Edward Hope, 74, Russell-street, Liverpool.
Treasurer.—Mr, William Davies,

Commitiee of Management—Dr. Willlam Hitchman, Messrs, John Priest.
R. Casson, James Coates, John Williams, Henry Jonos, J. Haslam, E. G,
Irving, Mrs, Gay, and Miss Hilton.

Trustees—Mr, Joseph Shephord, Mr., John Lamont, Mr. J. Chapman,
Auditors.—Mr, Bretherton, Mr, H, J, Charlton,

THE object of this Association is the discovery of truth

in connection with Paychology.

The Society seeks to attain its object by the following measures, or such
of them as from time to time are found to be practicable,

1,—By frequent meetings of 1ts members for conference, inquiry, instruc-
tion, mental improvement, spiritual culture, social intercourge, and healthful
recresation.

2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for the purpose
of developing their physical, mental, and spiritual powers.

3.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means of public instruction,
lectures, reading-rooms, tho press, and spirit communion.

February, 1875,

AST LONDON SPIRITUAL MEETINGS., — LEC-
TURES giving information about Spiritualism are delivered every
Wednesday evening at 8.3¢ p.m,, at Mr. Cogman's Lecture Rooms, 15, St.
Peter's-road, Mile-end. Inspirational addresses every Sunday evening, at
Seven o'clock. Admission Free. Supported hy voluntary contributions.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO
SPTRITUALISM.

THE object of the Committee and of the Members gene-
rally is, to spread abroad & knowledge of the great and precious
truths of Spiritualism. We unite and labour for this purpose, and ear-
nestly hopse for the co-operation of all who are solicitous that their fellow-
men should become acquainted with tho fact of spirit-life and spirit-com-
muuion,

Subscription, 1s. per quarter, for which valuable and interesting works
on Spiritualism, &e., are lent to read.

CHARLES J, HUNT, [Jon. Secretary.

MRS. TAPPANS LECTURES,
ON SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 7 r.n.,
AT THE CAVENDISH ROOMS, MORYLIMER-STREET, W.
THIRD AND FINAL COURSE OF SIX:LECTURES.

May 2.—1. “Further Experiences in Spirit Life,” by tho late Judge
Edmonds. May 9.—2., * Spiritual Chemistry,” by the late Professor
Mapes. May 16.—3. ‘* Moral and Spiritual Healing,” by the late Dr.
Rush. May 28—4. “ Experiences in Spirit Life, and in Communicating
with Mortals, by the late Adin Augustus Ballon. May 30.—5, “The
Harmony and Divinity of all Religions,” by the late Theodore Parker.
June 6.—6. “The Spiritual Cosmos,” by the Whole Band of Twelve

___Guides.
ARTHUR MALTBY,
TAILOR, HATTER, AND GENERAL OUTTFITTER
8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT'S PARK.
ESTABLISHED, 1833,

Has a very large stock of New Spring Goods, including hats, shirts, an
umbrellus.

!_DO THEGUARDIANSOF ORPHAN GENTLEWOMEN,

or others deprived of the advantages of o Home Circle. A Lady of
unsectarian and liberal views wishes o receive into hor house Three
Young Ladies from the age of sixteen, in order to complete their studies
by means 'of tho classes held at tho CRYSTAL PALACH SCHOOL 0F ART,
where tho best masters are engaged. Board and residenco, exclusive of
school fees, 120 guineas per annum. Young ladies of good family from the
Continent or the, Colohies would be acceptable. Address Y 2, Nicholls,
Newsagent, Uppor Norwood.

0 THE READERS OF “THE MEDIUM.” Answer
to William Howitt’s Letter on the BRITISE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

oF SPIRITUALISTS. By ALGERNON Jov (“Iota.”y Published by E W,
Allen Ave Marig-lane, Price One Penny
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HARGE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS :—Three shillings

3 and sixpence for the flrst fifty words or portion of fifty words, and
sixpence for every tcn words in addition. Ten initial letters or fizurcs
couut ns one word. Displayed Advertisements Five Shillings perinch.
Reduced terms for extended periods.

The Spiritualist i3 a very good medium for advertisements, because it
circulates largely among those whom advertisers desire to reach,and an
advertisement is not lost to view amid a mass of others. Moreover, the
paper is not usually torn up when read, but preserved for binding.

CORRESPONDENCE.—Correspondents who write letters consisting of per-
gonal opinions, for publication, are requested not to make them more
thau n third of a column long. Letters containing important news or im-
portant facts may be longer sometimes,

All communications for the Advertising Department of this newspaper,
to be addressed to Mr. T. Blyton, 11, Ave Maria Lane, London, B.C.; and
orders intended for the Friday’s issue should reach the office not v1I:l,te1‘
than by the first post on the previous Wednesday morning. All
orders for papers, and letters for the Publishing Department should be
directed to Mr, B, W. Allen, at the same address:; and all communications
for the Literary Departmentshould be addressed to the Editor.

Subseriptions :—No notice is taken of orders received for papers unac-
companied by s remittance, The Spiritualist will be posted for one year
to any address within the United Kingdom on receipt of the annualsub-
seription of 10s. 10d.

London: E. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.

Any delay or irvegularity in the supply of ** The Spiritualist™ in
London or in the provinces is the fault of the local newsvendor or his
City agent. Our publisher, Mr. E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lune,
E.C., should always be informed of suck wmpediments and irregulari-
ties, and copics can then be ordered of him by post, divect.

SUBSCRIBERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

The Spiritualist maybe ordered through the following dealers inSpiritual

periodicals:—
UNITED STATES.

Rochester, N, Y.—D. M. Dewey, Arcade Tlall,

Denver, Colorado.—S. A. Grant and Co., 333, Lorimer-street.
New Orleans.—George Ellis, 7, 01d L.evee-street,

San Francisco.—Herman Snow, 319, lcarney-street.

St. Louis.—Warren, Chase and Co., 614, North Fifth-strcet.
Philadelphin.—D. S. Cadwallader, 241, North Eleventh Street.
Washington.—Richard Roberts, 1026, Seventh Street.

AUSTRALIA.

Molbourne.—W. H. Terry, 96, Russell-street,

Mr. B. Needham, bookseller, &c., 154, Bourke-street.
Mr. H. &. Wynne, bookseller, &c., 149, Swanston-street,
. Mr. F. W. Neodham, bookseller, 175, Elizabeth-streat.

Carlton.—Mr, R, C. Thornton, 19, Queensberry-street. -

Ewerald Hill.—Mr. C. A, Durham, news agent, &c., 118, Clarendon-street

Fitzroy.—Mrs. Campbell, news agent, 78, Gertrude-street.

. lrs. Woodrnff, news agent, 74, Bruaswick-streat.

Richmond.—Mr, J. Cary, news agent, Bridge-road.

Bandridge.—J. T. Scholes, news agent, Bay-street.

Castlemaine.~H. Bamford, Bull-strect.

Sandhurst —J. Williams, 228, High-street.

Stawell.—M. Thornfeldt, Main-street,

Taradale.~J. T. Riley, High-street.

Or The Spiritualist may be had by post direet from the London publisher,
Mr. E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul's-churchyard, by remitting
to him the amount for the mnext fifty-two numbers, with postage. To
America, Australin, and New Zealand the postage for each number isone
penny, thus the total cost of fifty-two numbers is 13s., which may be
yemitted by Post Office Order. The cost of a Post Office Order for sums
Jess than £2 between most of the English-speaking countries onthe globe
and London, is one shilling.

"
”

EMALE MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Female Medical Society is established for the following objectst—

1,—To promote the employment of properly edacated women in the
practice of Midwifery, and the treatment of the Diseases of Women and
Children.

9.—To provide educated women with proper facilities for learning the
theory and practice of Midwifory, and the accessory branches of Modical
Science.

The addresses of skilled Lady Midwives, Prospeetuscs of the College, and
all particnlars as to the operations of the Soclety, may be obtained of the

Lady Secretary.

Temporary Offices—4, Fitaroy-square, W,

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.*
NO. XXXIIT.

During the time that I was in doubt as to the source
from which these communications came, and after the
arguments which have been before printed, my perplewity
was increased by the fact thut o spirit who came and
communicated had spelt his name wrongly. The name
(one well Tenown to me)was written ¢ dirvectly,” i.e., without
human intervention, presumably by the commumcating
spirit, and was grossly misspelt. This made me more
dovbtful than before; and I put my objection strangly.
It was not to be expected, I said, that I should belicve in
the identity of a spirit who gave a great and well-Fnown
name which it could not even spell, To this « Imperator”
replied :—

We do not desire to argue out the question of identity,
but the incident to which you refer is susceptible of a
ready explanation. The identity of the spirit was
avouched by me, and you have at least found my words
to be accurate. The error was committed by the mani-
festing spirit who wrote. The intelligences who are
able to compass the particular manifestation which you
call direct writing, and for which you had on this par-
ticular occasion expressed a strong wish, are few. Most
frequently the actual writing is done by one who is
accustomed to manifest in that way, and who acts, as it
were, as the amanuensis of the spirits who wish to
communicate. In many cases several spirits are con-
cerned. The crror which arose in this way through
inadvertence, was during the seanse corrected in a com-
munication given through the table ; but it wonld seem
to have escaped you. It is well that you inguire
patiently into seeming errors and contradictions. Many,
so inquired into, would be found susceptible of explana-
tion, even as this.

The disturbed state of my mand now caused our sii-
tings to be disturbed. DPhenomena were evolved in
very erratic fashion, violently at times, and with great
irreqularity.  Ii was said that < the instrument being
out of tune, the notes extracted from it were jarring and
discordant.”’  Sometimes a sitting would soothe me, but
sometimes 1t would work me up to a pitch of nervous
tension, which was extremely painful, 1t was written on
Sept. 30,1878 :—

* In The Spiritualist of August 15th, 1873, an account was printed of
some remarikable seances held at the house of Mr. Stanhope T, Speer, M.D.,
Douglas-house, Alexandra-road, St. J ohn's-wood, through the mediumship
of & gentleman in private life who does not wish his name to be published.
Tt will be remembered that most of the spirits gave their namesand proved
theiridentity ; also that the extractsthey gave from their writings were found,
after laboricus search in the British Museum Library and clsewhers, to be
true. Hence there is evidence that spirits can give teachings through this
medium free, to a large cxtent, at all events, from colour from his own
thoughts; consequently the ®spirit teachings” printed above, obtained
through his mediumship, may be assumed to be to a considerabls extent
reliable. Itis proper to state that these communications are selected in
chronological order from & mass which has been given continuously for the
past six months. Many of the originalsare of such a personal nature that
they are necessarily omitted, otherwise no change is made. The commu-
nicating spirits are many; each gives his name and details of his earth-lifs
very fully. These facts, in all cases unknown to the medium previously,
have been invariably found to be correct in every particular, The hand-

writing peculiar to the communicating intelligence is always prererved
and the individuality remains throughous the same.~ED.
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Sometimes we are able to quiet and soothe, but not
when every nerve is quivering, and the over-wrought
system is strained to an extremity of tension. We have
little power then, and at best can only save you from
the risk you run of being seized upon by undeveloped
spirits who are attracted by your state. We urge you
not at such times to place yourself in communion with
our world. Be wary of the future for many reasons.
Your greater development, which is rapid and progres-
sive, will render you more and morc amenable to
gpiritual influence of all kinds. Such spirits will en-
deavour to approach you, and by sitting you facilitate
their entry to the eirele. You need fear no evil, but
you may have disturbance, It is well for all highly-
developed mediums to be ehary of sitting in eircles
where infliences other than those which surround them
are gathered. Danger always attends such experi-
ments, and your present tone and temper of mind
lays you doubly open to assault. Try to bring to the
circle a patient and a passive mind. Your evidence
will be the more readily attained if you are content so
to act. ¢

I replied that I wished so to do, but that I must
estimate everything according to my own reason. I put
two or three points which seemed to me to be of crucial
importance, far more than the communications given
from spirits who had borne great names on earth ; and
who rather perplexzed me than otherwise. I did not
think it Ukely that the world's celebrities would come
back for the purpose of giving me little bewildering mes-
sages. I asked for gocd and plentiful evidence of the
return of a friend who had lately passed from among
us, and who had been wmost deeply interested in our
circle.  That scemed to-me to be an opportunity which
might settls the identity question definitely. And I fur-
ther asked very earnestly for clear and conclusive state-
ments as to the origin, scope, and issue of the movement,
spectally as to spirit identity. Assuming the truth of
statements already made, I pointed out that 1t was vitelly
tmportant that the necessary proofs to withstund scoffing
and sceptical criticism should be full and unmistakable.
At present I had no shred of proof of anything beyond
the eaistence of certain phenomena, and the presence of
some externalintelligence. I couldnot act on that. Even
if Twere willing I was not able to go on till doubts which
I could not dispel were cleared from my mind,

An answer came to me Oct. 1, 1873 :—

May the blessing of the Allwise rest upon you! If
we do not follow you into all the points or discuss all
the questions which you have mooted, you must attri-
bute it to the impossibility of giving you complete evi-
denee which shall be satisfactory to you in your present
frame of mind. Theugh we are thankful to recognise
in many particulars a fair and candid spirit in your
objections, still we eannot fail to know that at the root
of them lies mistrust of our statements and want of
confidence in our claims. This is painful to us, and, as
we feel, unjust. Doubt is sin in none. Intellectual
inability to accept certain statements is mot matter for
blame. But refusal to weigh evidence fairly, and in-
elination to set up a personal standard of evidence
which is fictitious and selfish, may end in grievous con-
sequences, and this is the ground of our complaint,
We respect your doubts, and shall rejoice with you
when they are removed. But we blame and censure
the attitude which males it well-nigh impossible for
us to remove them ; which fences you in as with an icy
barrier beyond which we cannot pass; which degrades
a candid and progressive soul to a state of isolation and
retrogression, and binds the spirit to the dark regions

of the nether carth. Such temper of mindis the bale-
ful result of evil influence, and, if it be not ehecked,
it may become a permanent bar to progress.

We have not deserved of you that you should receive
us in such a spirit, or that all our attcmpts at com-
munion should be viewed with jealous and suspieious
eye. You are fond of comparing the state of the world
and the favoured few in Judma with that which now
obtains. We will give you a parallel from the very
mouth of Jesus in Ilis answer to those who asked of
Him a sign.  You know that none was given save one
which He Himself selected. We care not now as to
the why and wherefore. TPerhaps it was impossible :
perhaps it was undesirable: perhaps the very attitudo
of mind precluded the possibility of granting the request.
Such is precisely the case with you in this respect.
The temper of mind which dictates such arguments as you
have addressed to us makes it impossible for us to reply
to them in terms pleasing to you. The reasons which
presumably operated in the one case now operate in the
other. And it should scarcely be necessary to remind
you that 1t was not to the Pharisee, the Sadducee, or
the wise in their own conceit, who came to Him secking
to entangle Him in His talk, that Jesus vouchsafed
either His words of comfort or His miracles of merey,
but to the humble and the meek, to the poor in spint,
the faithful, earnest souls who were too careful to
gather up the blessed truths, and to reap the precious
fruit, to care very curiously to inquire in what form it
came or under what conditions it was bestowed. It
was so throughout His carthly carecr: and in so doing
He did but act as the Father Himself deals with man.
The proud, dogmatic, haughty man who informs Omni-
potence of what he wants, and murmurs if it be not
instantly bestowed, is not the reeipient of Divine bene-
diction, but the humble, trustful, prayerful soul, whose
ery from the depths of an earnest and loving heart is,
¢ Father, not my will but Thine be done.”

This 1s the law which governs all Divine manifesta-
tions, We say nothing now of the identical law which
operates amongst you. DBut we deal thus with you;
and we complain that the positive tone of your mind,
and the line of dogmatie argument which you have de-
termined to follow, is one that is little fitting in your
case. We are compelled, however unwillingly, to visic
it with censare, Review the past. TLet your mind
recur to that phaso of your life which you know to
have been associated with us. Of the previous care of
your guardians extending throughout your life yon can
have no knowledge yet. 'The watchful care which de-
veloped in you the struggling germ of progress; the
tender care of those angel-guards whose watehful pro-
teetion never failed; the preservations from evil; the
guidance in difficulty; the direction in the onward
path; the raising of your soul from ignorance and
error to knowledge of the truth-—this unseen working is
to you unknown. But our efforts have not been en-
tirely secret. During the immediate past we have been
around and about you day by day. You have known
our words and acts ; you havereceived from us constant
messages, records of which remain with you. Did a
word of ours ever strike your mind as false? Did an
act ever secm to you mean, or selfish, orunkind ? Have
we committed ourselves? Have we spoken to you words
that were degrading or foolish? Have we influenced
you by wiles which were earthy, by motives that were
sordid? Have we led you to a course that is retrogres-
sive? In short, by our fruits if we are judged, has
the influance on you been for evil or for good? for God
or for His foes ?  You yourself, are you better or worse
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for it? more or less ignorant? more or less useful ?
more or less happy ?

‘We dare any to say of us aught that may reasonably
reflect on us, on our acts, oron our teaching. We assert
in the faee of all who hear that it is God-like, and that
our mission is of and from Him.

Nor have we failed to justify our claims by signs fol-
lowing, even as Jesus did and said. We have placed
before you a body of convineing evidence to which it
would be difficult to add. We have not been chary of
complying with your wishes for manifestations of power.
Nay, we have even risked doing harm to you in our
desire to gratify our friends by the exhibition of the
more remarkable manifestations. We have cheerfully
granted all requests made to us, when it was possible,
and as we, in the exercise of wider wisdom, judged de-
sirable to do so. When we have refused your requests
it has been because you have asked impossibilities, or
because in your ignorance you have wished for what
would do you harm. It is necessary to remind you
that we see from a clearer standpoint, and with a more
plercing vision than man has yet attained; and e
are frequently obliged to refuse requests made in
ignorance and folly. But what has been refased,
never without good reason, is as a speck to the moun-
tain of evidence which has been given—evidence which
is sufficient to prove over and over again the existence
of a power external to earth, beneficent in its action,
elevating in its operation, and blessed in its issue—a
power which can come from none but God, since it is
Divine in act and outcome. Yet that power, so proven,
so known to you, you distrust, and seriously question
the statements which we make to you as to our identity.
It is to you, forsooth, a stumbling-block that names
which you have exalted should stoop to concern them-
selves with a Divine Work, under the leadership of
Divinely-sent messengers, and designed for the ameliora-
ton of man’s destiny. And so you refuse credence, and,
with daring ignorance, eharge on usthat we are, or at
least may be, impostors, and that we are performing
acts of beneficenco with a lie in onr mouths. This you
do though you know that you ean devise no reason why
we should deceive, no source but God from which we
can be derived, no errand but mercy on which we can
be sent, no end but man’s eternal benefit on which we
can be employed.

It is this that constitutes your fault, and we are
bound to censure it in you. We tell you that it is in
you sin, and that we will have no dealings with you
onsuch terms, We will give no signs so demanded.
We have reached the limits beyond which we will not
go, and we warn you that it is at your own peril that
you despise what has been placed before you. We
charge you solemnly that you meditate on the past, that
you ponder its lessons, weigh its evidence, and pause
before you wilfully put aside such a body of tcaching,
and such a mass of evidénce merely for an idea.

More we will not now give. We refuse to be judged
as you would judge; and we appeal from yourself blind
and foolish, to that calmer and truer self whom we
chose originally as the recipient of our teaching. That
appeal you must entertain according to the ability and
honesty which is in you. By it we stand or fall as
regards you. We wish you to decide fairly, and as in
the sight of God—not hastily or rashly, but as one
who knows the magnitude of the issues, and the vast-
ness of the responsibility of decision.

Meantime seek not for further evidenee ; it will not

We warn you to avoid mixing with other
At your risk do yon seek communications
thus. You will but perplex and bewilder yourself, and
render our task more difficult. We will afford you
information on points that may arise ; and we do not
absolutely forbid, though we discourage the meeting of
our own circle. We can give no new evidence there,
and, if you meet, it must be with a desire for explana-
tion, and for the promotion of harmonious intercourse.
We hinted to you long ago that rest and reflection are
needful for you. We now enjoin them on you. If our
circle will meet, we will join them occasionally under
certain conditions, which we will tell you of. But we
discourage any such meetings. You will not be left
alone ; rather you will be doubly gnarded, We leave

be given.
circles,

‘you with our blessing, and we guard you with our

prayers, May the All-wise guide you! May He

direct you, for you cannot dircet yourself,
+ InepERATOR,

PSYCHOLOGY AND SPIRITUALISM,
BY WILLIAM HITCHMAN, M,R.C.S8. (ENG.)

‘WaATEVER may be said, sung, or written of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, or the Psychological
Bociety of Great Britain, not omitting that of Liverpool, the
impartial observer of recent proceedings cannot fail to notice
the striking analogy—rather, perhaps, identity—of certain
natural phenomena, termed Psychology and Spiritualism, in
the pages of The Spiritualist and elsewhere. Comparative
anatomy does not lead to the invariable coneclusion that the
operations of mind are essentially associated with the convo-
lutions of hemispherical ganglia, or nervous vesicles of brain
and gpinal cord, either ag fine transparent cell-membrane,
containing granular matter and a nucleus, within which are
nucleoli, or other structural elements of grey and white
organic substance, on the integrity of which, in all its atomic
forms and molecular arrangements, depend sensibility, volition,
instinet, reason, and, in mankind, spirituality of soul. The
fibres are said to be tubular or white, and grey or gelatinous,
and best seen in the brains of negroes and porpoises, though
Spurzheim considered them most distinet in the brains of
Englishmen, beyond all other races or tribes of animated
nature, owing to their constant use of other animals, on whose
flesh and blood they mainly subsist! Is nervous tissue the
chief element of psychology and Spiritualism? and are both
these latter branches of human inguiry resolvable into ques-
tions pertaining®to fibres, cells, or vesicles? If so, organised
beings descend from inorganic substances absolutely. Albu.
men is thus the fucile princeps of human organisation, men-
tally and physically, with five parts of fatty constituents and
oighty of water! Carbonic acid and ammonia, becoming
dissolved in dew and rain of atmospheric changes, are then
absorbed by living vegetables; under the operation of vital
foree, which is itself but ¢ a mode of motion,” moleculatly,
carbonie acid, I say, so decomposed, oxygen given off pure to
the air, and carbon, with the elements of water, forming the
structure of each plant—the eyele is complete, from nebula to
nebula, evermore. Ina senge, it is obvious that,if Spiritualism
be true, psychology, which repudiates or ignores it, is false,
utterly. Lactantius says—“1 have proved for myself that
God sends angels to commune with the souls of men.” (De
orig. Brror. ii. 15.) The Hebrew bard sings thus—** He hath
given his angels charge over thee, that they should_keep thee
in all thy ways.” ¢ They shall bear thee up in their hands,”
&e. (Psalm xci. 11.) And amongst a variety of other pas-
gages, David tells us—** Let the angel of the Lord chase them
(Psalm xxxv. 5); ay, persecute, or deliver from danger,
according to the mood or mediumship of the sl.le_phelzd-km.g,
and his precise knowledge of psychology, or Spiritualism, in
other words, truth or falsehood. .

Psychologists, like anthropologists, have clearly been mig-
taken in viewing the brains of men and animals as the sole
mechanical or molecular causative agents in all the intelleo-
tual, emotional, and other mental processes, merely from
having found external demonstrative evidence that impres-
gions and ideas of our spiritual nature require the temporary
aid or co-operation of organic structure. Spiritualism is the
higher psychology, since it proves conelusively, from in-
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vineible facts and phenomena, now, as heretofore, that the
soul of man, either in the flesh or out of it, is active rather
than acted upon, when it reflects, reasons, deliberates, judges,
pronounces respecting the trus and the false, materially, the
right and the wrong—morally, in its own world of spirituality
of intelligence—not without arguments irrefragable and illus-
trations inexorable, concerning the distinet existence and
future manifestations of that thinking principle which accom-
panies both matter and spirit. In 4.p. 66, Plutarch was a
pupil of the philosopher Ammonius, at Delphi, and he tells
us (De Gen. Socr.) that, as soon as the great and good Athenian
Spiritualist was born, Sophroniseus, his father, consulted the
oracle, and was (by spirit-communion) advised to be no more
solicitous about the welfare of hig son, inasmuch as he pos-
sessed, within and without himself, the controlling guide of
his life, which was better far for him than five hundred
masters of the sehools or doctors in philogophy. Tacts con-
nected with psychology and Spirituslism in 1875 have been
recorded from the earliest periods of known history. The
influence of the magnetic hand and heart over diseasss of the
mortal body, for example, is frequently mentioned by many
Greek and Roman authors, and, from their times to our own,
has constituted an effective branch of medical sciemce in
varions and distant portiong of the habitable globe. The
wisdom of Solon, the Grecian lawgiver, was probably never
more congpicuous than in the following verge:— -~

The smallest hurts sometimes increase and rage

More than all art of physic can assnage;

Sometimes the fury of the worst disease,

The hand, by gently stroking, will appease,

Agclepiades, moreover, acquired his great reputation ag
& physician at Rome, by healing the gick mesmerieally, that
ig, eontinued gentle friction of the surface, until each sutferer
foll into sweet sleep, and awoke cured. Tacitus, Suetonius,
the Emperor Vespasian, at Alexandria, Chaldean priests,
Indian Brahminsg, the Persi, Jesuit missionaries, Van Helmont,
Sir Kenelm Digby, and a host of learned philosophers in the
fifteenth, sizteenth, and seventeenth centuries, narrate
examples of what are ealled animal magnetism, and mesmeric
phenomena, interesting alike to the modern Spiritualist and
recent psychologist. Soorates was a trance medium, to all
intents and purposes. HEugubinus (De perenn Philos., 25,
et seq.) confirms the saying of Plato, and others, to the effect
that the great Athenian Spiritualist was guided, wher appa-
rently sleeping, by a good spirit, whereupon the ex-seulptor
was wont, to exclaim, ¢ Now, if it please God, you shall learn
much through me, and the spirit from heaven does not stay
my tongus.”” I allege the universal consent of ths best
authors rather to the Spiritualism than the psychology of
Socrates ; that, in point of fact, he was a medium, and con-
trolled by a visitor from the world of spirit. To believe other-
wise, 13 to question the teaching of the noblest intellects
during ten successive centuries of learning, to ignore the
Spiritualism of anecient and modern times, of which psycho-
logy can never form the central figure, and last, but not least,
is to join issue with the British National Association of
Spiritualists, and, as a matter of course, the history of
Neander, the philosophy of Marsilio Ficius, Zenophon’s
Memorabilia and Apology for the Spirit of Socrates, Plato’s
Dialogues, &c., not to mention the admirable testimony of
Gibbon and Grote, in their splendidly brilliant narrations of
the most aventful periods of classic Greece and Rome. As a
science or philosophy, unassailable facts in my posses-
gion psychology, fairly represented, ecan never reach, and
Spiritualism alons can satisfy the rational impartial soul.
Of what use is psychology without Spiritualism, in the sxplana-
tion of the following facts? T locked Miss Parry, of 142,
Spencer-gtreet, Liverpool, in 8 scientific cabinet, of my own
special congtruction, amid the closest possible serutiny of
intelligent sceptics ; nevertheless, both inlight and dark rooms,
hands, figures of human forms, and gplendid stars, have ap-
peared, together with musical performances, movements of
heavy bodies without mechanieal aid or muscular force of any
person in mortal coil; also, proper angwers to philosophical
questions, in different languages Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
French, Ifalian, and German—(not a syllable of which is
known to the medium herself), independently of trance-
speaking, voices in the air, delicious fragrance of fowers,
fruit, rappings, and writings. Jven more marvellous is the
mediumship of Miss Clark. In presence of Mr. T. Herbert
Noyes, J.P., I have likewise besn favoured by unseen intelli-
gences, with acourate deseriptions of the metal osmium, with
chemical details of one of its oxides, its discovery in 1805 by
Teunant, as well as its medicinal properties in various diseases.

In ghort, I eould fill three oetavo volumes of true, not false
* facts,” that find no solution in psychology, and belong only
to that higher Spiritualism, which is the last and best giff of
God to man, on earth and in heaven.

A Seaxce 1x Darsvow.—The rooms of the Dalston
Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, 74, Navarino-road,
were crowded on Friday evening last, when a special seance
was given by Mr. Charles El. Williams. Several applicants for
admission had to be reluctantly refused, it being impossible to
accommodate all. The back room was used as a cabinet, one
of the folding-doors being open; a curtain, suspended as a
sereen, separated the two rooms. The eirele table was placed
against the curtain, in the front room, and some musieal in-
struments, kindly lent for the oceasion by Mre. E, E. Corner,
wore placed upon the table. The sifters, twenty-eight in
number, were arranged in rows immediately facing the doors,
while Mr. T. Blyton was seated by the side of the table tc the
left of the curtain. Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen was appointed
circle president. Several members were deputed to examine
the cabinet befors Mr. Williams entered it, and, on their re-
turn to the front room, he went in and seated himself upon
the sofa. Soon afterwards the lights were put out. In.
a short time the various musical instruments were freely
manipulated and earried about the room, touching the ceiling
at times, and at others tapping the heads of various sitters.
Bright star-like lights were observed, and a particularly
luminous one accompanied .the gyrations of the small hand-
bell, which was evidently carried by a hand. Mr. Blyton
states that while these various manifestations were proceeding
he could distinetly hear Mr. Williams moaning behind the
eurtain. Several well-known hymng and anthems were sung,
and eventually the form of John King, with his illuminating
disc, was seen. Af times the form was observed to rise
upwards until the turbaned head touched the esiling, and, in
compliance with requests of several of the sitters, approached
closely to them, and bowed in recognition. Jobhn King stated
that there were too many present to favour good manifesta-
tions. Several members corroborated the statement as to
hearing Mr. Williams moganing inside the cabinet while John
King was visible to them. It was at last signalled that the
power wag exhausted, and the seance was brought to & close,

SPIRITUALISM IN THE UNITED StATES.—The Boston
Sunday Herald, which is alleged to have & circulation of
106,000, says in its issue of April 4th: *“ Thero seems to be a
tidal wave in spiritual cireles. Adulteration, deception, and
geepticism are as powerless to keep it back as the good Mrs.
Partington with her mop and bucket in the case of the invasion
of her domicile by the Atlantic ocean. From all points and
quarters come erowding reports, seemingly well attested, of
supermundane manifesfations, and the brethren and sisters,
strong in the faith of the new philosophy, are fain to believe
that another pentecostal season is at hand. In Bogton, meet-
ings and circles of Spiritualists multiply, and are nightly
crowded, while reliable test mediums- find their time fully
occupied by those seeking for a sign of life and identity beyond
the vale. Those who suppose these inquirers to be restricted
to the illiterate and ignorantly eredulous, labour under a mig-
take ; for while it is true that the faith in spirit intercourse
largely prevails, as always heretofore, among the simple-minded
and unsophisticated, it is scarcely less true of men and women
of intelligence, education and discriminating judgment, who,
however, are more reticent and less disposed to proclaim the
faith which they entertain. Indeed, not a few firm believers
in the phertomensa studiously avoid revealing their belief for
fear of losing social and religious caste, well knowing that they
would hazard their positions as members of evangelical
churches by a frank avowal of their convietions. If some of
the good ministers and deacons of Boston could get a elair-
voyant glimpse of the ‘spook roosts’ in nightly blast here-
abouts, they would be astonished to see how soms members of
their folds spend their evenings. The Liondon Spiritualist
tells how the spirit of the sister of Prince Wittgenstein mani-
fested to him while her body was in a tranee; how the spirit
of a mesmerie sensitive loft hey body and produced physical
effects in a house at a distance, as authenticated by Mr, Fitz-
Grerald, the electrician; how one sleeping person influenced
another, and how the spirifs of geveral entranced persons were
photographed. Mr. Cooper, a pioneer English Spiritualist now
in this country, has recently returned to Boston from a pro-
tracted vigit to the Eddys, whers hs was more than confirmed
in hig belief of the wonderful powers of those mediums."”
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_ THE “ COMING MAN.”

Tre late Rev. James Smith, who in his day did
much in a quiet way to advance the caunse of Spirit-
nalism, wrote a book entitled Z%e Coming Man,* con-
sisting of brilliant essays, not so well known to Spirit-
ualists as should be the case. As editor of 7he Family
Herald, Mr, Smith kept his readers acquainted with all
that was going on in mesmerism and clairvoyance. His
articles and his famous ¢ answers to correspondents”
contained more or less every week concerning matters
supramundane, ancient and modern. And when, after
1848, what is specially known as Spiritualism came to
the front, he as systematically and persistently gave its
facts and philosophy the advantage of publicity in his
widely-read journal. And yet more. e was practi-
cally editor of T'he Spiritual Herald, a sixpenny monthly,
published by Bailliere in 1856 at the cost of Mr. Theo-
dore Fawcett, There was not then a public to support
such a magazine, and only six or seven numbers ap-
peared. Smith’s advocacy of Spiritualism was by no
means anonymous. Mr. Wm, White informs us that he
remembers hearing him in 1856 relate his expefiences
with unflinching simplicity and courage before a scep-
tical audience assembled in the Mechanies’ Institution,
Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane. Worn out with
study, he died early in 1857, and we lost our earliest
and most accomplished champion,

MRS. HARDY’S VISIT TO ENGLAND,

Mzs. Hsroy, a ceclebrated American medium, well reeom-
mended by the Banner of Light, will leave Boston to-morrow
en route for England. At her seances a box, with an aperture
in it, is placed over an opening in a table; a cloth is thrown
over the whole and nailed to the floor, to give partial darkness
under the table, Mrvs. Hardy sits with the other speetators in
the light, and materialised spirit hands and arms come out of
the aperture in the box.

. Tag DArSTON ASSOCIATION OF . SPIRITUALISTS.— The
Banner of Light of April 17th, informs its readers of Mr.
J. J. Morse having gratefully accepted the complimentary
offer of honorary membership of the Dalston Association of
Inguirers into Spiritualism. The same paper adds that the
Association has just added to the scope of its former labours
a new section for the investigation of the claims and uses of
mesmerism. At the ensuing ordinary monthly meeting of the
Couneil of the Dalston Association, fixed for the 13th instant,
the desirability of changing the day of the ordinary weekly
meetings will be considered. Members are desired to express
their views on this point, and communicate the same, in
writing, to the honorary secretary, 74, Navarino-rond, Dalgton,
on or before the 12th instant.

TuE DBazaar.—The articles made or contributed by
ladies and other friends to the eoming bazaar of the National
Association of Spititualists will for the most part be useful in
character and moderate in price. The Banner of Light (Bos-
ton, U.8.) of April 24th says:—*A bazaar is to be held in
Tiondon on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of May, to partially clear
the expenses of furnishing the public Reading-room, Couneil
Chamber, and new premises of the British National Associa-
tion of Spiritualists. The rooms of this great national organi-
sation have been very handsomely and comfortably fitted up.
We see by The Spirituulist newspaper that friends from all
parts of the world are volunteering aid in the matter, the
Baroness Adelma Vay having even sent contributions of money
aud goods from distant Austria. If celebrated American
authors and mediums would present a few dozen eopies each
of their photographic portraits to the Bazaar Committee, they
would doubtless be received with pleasure, and bought by
many of the chief English Spiritualists who will attend.”

* London: E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-Lane,

Mz. Jorn Corriew, Spiritnalistic lecturer of Birmingham,
hasaccepted a permanent engagementat Springfield, Mass., U.S.

LARGE IMPORTATION 0T AMERICAN BoOks oN SPIRIT-
uaLism.—We have entered into business relations with Messrs.
Colby and Rich, of the Banner of Light, Boston, the result
being that regular supplies of the chief American works on
Spiritualism will be kept on sale at the Branch Office of 7The
Spiritualist newspaper, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.
A great number of books has already reached Liverpool, and
will be obtainable in London either to-morrow or on Monday.
The titles and prices of a few of them will be found in our
advertising eolumns, but a much longer list will be pub-
lished next week. The arrivals inelude all the works of A. J.
Dayvis, William Denton, and Hudson Tuttle, which ean be had
in complete sets if ordered at onee. Colonel Oleott’'s People
JSrom the Other World, illusirated with gixty engravings of the
seances and home of the Eddy brothers, and of the tests
recently applied to Mrs, Holmes, is among the books in
the list.

TeE NArroNan AssocrarioN LiBrary.—The following
additions have been made to the library during the past
week :— What am I'? and Heredity and Ilybridism, presented
by Mr. Serjeant Cox ; La Réalite des Esprits: Guldenstubbe; and
four copies of Pensées d'outre Lombe, pregsented by Mr.A. J, Riko,
of the Hague ; Wallace’s Miracles and Modern Spiritualism, and
Crookes’ Phenomena of Spiritnalism, presented by Mr. T.
Slater ; Emma Hardinge's Modern American Speritualism,
presented by Mr. B. Coleman. The following have been
lent by Mr. S. Chinnery: D. D. Home's Incidents in My
Lije; Mrs. Crowe’s Ghost Stories; A. R. Craig’s Book of the
Hand; Des Mousseaux’s Meurs des Démons; A. J. Davig’
Stellar Key; 8. Jackson’s Heinrich Stilling; R. D. Owen’s
Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World; Tievi's Dogme de
la haute Magie ; La Magie noire ; Des Mousseanx’s La Magie
au diz-newviéme Siécle, and Mediateurs de lo haute Magee;
Edmonds’ Spiritnalism and Sacred Circle ; Mrs. Crowe's Night
Side of Nature ; Beamish’s Psychonomy of the Hand ; Nichols’
Biography of the Brothers Davenport; Swedenborg’s Ileaven
and Hell; Drayson’s Larth we {nhalit ; Emma Hardinge's
Modern American Spirituclism ; and F. Rowan’s Meditations
on Death and Fternity.

A SpavcE wire Me, Bastran,—Mr, W. H. Harrison
says :—Through the kindness of Mr. Ronalds and Messrs.
Bastian and Taylor, last Tuesday evening I attended their
private seance for the materialisation of full spirit forms,
through the mediumship of Mr. Harry Bastian, at 2, Vernon-
place, Bloomsbury, W.C. A bedroom was used as a cabinet,
and a few of the spectators offeréd themselves as a committes
to examine it, and to take precautions that no persons should
enter by doors or windows while the seance was going on, Mr,
Bastian wag next leit alone for a time in the room, after
which the committes were asked in, and said they found him
bound in an elaborate and secure manner to the bedstead.
They then sealed some of the knots, after which they rejoined
the other spectators. The amount of light was that given by
a single gas burner, with the flame turned down till it was the
size of a pea and of a bluish colour, surrounded by a glass gas
globe. I tried to distinguish the figures on my watch by the
light, and eould not, and during the whole evening did not see
any of the features of any of the spirits, exeept that once I
thought I saw part of a nose. Four or five forms, differently
draped, came out in the course of the evening, and in most
cases said they were related to persons present; one
young lady who was much excited, and who quickly passed
into a tranece, said that she recognised her grandmother, and
that she had on gold spectacles. Mr. Bastian bears a very
good name as a medium, and these are no doubt the incipient
stages of s most interesting eclass of manifestations, which
will grow stronger and bear more light, if earefully developed
under favourable econditions. They are good enough to de-
gerve presentation to the publiec under better tests, for since
the visit of the Holmeses to this country, a general feeling has
grown among experienced Spiritualists, that as a matter of
duty to the cause and to the publie, materialisation seances on
the premises of professional mediums_should not be endorsed
by the movement, however horourable the medium, unless
simple and properly constructed eabinets are used, instead of
bedrooms., Mr. Crookes was present last week at a faceo seance
with Mr, Bastian on the same premises, but has not published
the results of his observations. Mr. Bastian gets interesting
manifestations of various kinds, whiech apparently deserve
more attention than they have received at the hands of Lon-
don Spiritualists. ’ |
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THE WRITING MEDIUMSHIP OF A BADY.

BY HENRY D. JENCKEN, M.R.I., BARRISTER-AT-LAW.

I tEINEK it may interest you to be furnished with the
particulars of the remarkable fact of writing by a medial
child only nine days old. To me the corroborative
evidence furnished by Baron Seymour Kirkup is of
exceptional interest; for you may recolleet that I pub-
lished last year an aceount of what had happened in
my own home, the writing medium being my little boy,
then only five months and a few days old. The lotter
to me from Baron Kirkup, of Leghorn, furnishing the
interesting information, is accompanied by photographs
of the writing, the procés verbal of the witnesses, seven
in number, and a very beautiful photograph of the
spirit form of the baby’s grandmother, the well-known
“ Regina.” We have In this instance medial powers
descending from mother to daughter and grand-
daughter—facts opposed to the theory which I ventured
to suggest in the paper I read at the Dalston Institute
of Spiritualists, that medinmship does not belong to
families, that it comes and goes, governed by laws we as
yet but little understand. The letter of Baron Kirkup,
go far ag it bears upon the facts I am dealing with, is
as follows :—

¢ My daughter was a medium when two years old,
and saw spirits; she is now twenty-one, and her
daughter was a writing medium at nine days old. Thave
preserved her letter, and will send you a photograph.
Four spirits had promised to make the infant write to
enforcc some advice they had given me. It was a
soven-months’ child, and smaller than usual. Her
mother held it on a cushion on her arm, and in the
other hand a large book, with a sheet of paper on it;
a pencil was put into the child’s hand by an invisible
agent, and Valentina (the child) held it dagger-fashion,
Tt first wrote the initials of the four spirits, viz,, R. A.
D. 1., when the penecil was dropped, and I thought it
was over. The spirits were Regina, Annias, Dante,
and TIsacco. My daughter Imogen (ealled Bihi) ex-
claimed ¢ She has got the pencil again,” and she wrote
in a rambling manner over the former writing these
words, ¢ Non mutare questa é buona prova fai cosa ti
abbiamo detto addio.” You will distinguish it all in
the photograph. I likewise made a procés zerbal, which
I send you. The child went into the country the next
day, by advice of the spirits, to nurse, but we sent for
her back again to try for a photograph, as I knew a
medium photographist. We went to him, and I tried
to make the ehild take the pencil, but she threw it
away, and I send you the portrait as it is, with the
child not writing, but it contains the fignre of the child’s
grandmother, the famous Regina, who died twenty
years ago at the age of nineteen, a perfect likeness,
but too dark, owing to transparency over a dark ground.
Bibi is very like, and the infant too.”

T cannot conceal that the particulars stated in the
letter have given me unfeigned pleasure. Whenever
new facts arise, startling in their nature, it is but
natural that doubts should be suggested : the repetition
only of them, under different circumstances, can lift an
isolated fact into the nature of an accepted truth. In-
fantine writing is of so rare occurrence, that any well-
authenticated record is of value. Apart, however,
from the unusual character of these phenomena, they
merit earnest attention. Certainly the brain cerebra-
tion and the psychic theories do not aid us in under-
standing the laws which regulate their production.
The thoughts of a child nine days, or even five months,

old, could not be its thoughts, if possessed of faculties
which onlymaturer ageanda higherstate of development
can command. Who, then, influenced the hand of the
baby child? No other theory, indeed, solves the
difficulty save that of a spiritual, intelligent being
operating through the instrumentality of the hand and
nervous system of the child, controlling the motor
nerves of the infant, and producing the writing. If
through the instrumentality of your valuable journal
public attention was drawn to the importance of other
instances being known, I feel certain that valuable
facts, corroborative of those I have not hesitated to
place before the public, will be furnished to you.

PERSECUTION OF SPIRITUALISTS IN PARIS.
ARREST OF M. LEYMARIE, i, BUGUET, AND MR. FIRMAN,
To the Editor of ¢ The Spiritualist.”

Sir,—Great events have happened in Paris since my last
letter. Leymarie, Buguet, and Firman were arrested last
Thursday week, all on the same charge of swindling in photo-
graphy. Firman has had nothing whatsoever to do with the
photographie business. Leymarie has hed a great deal to do
with it as editor of the Revue Spirite ; for every month there
appeared in it a photograph, and something written in com-
mendation of Buguet’s mediumship, But if there has been
any deception, M. Leymarie has been imposed upon in com-
mon with every oneelse. The worst of it is, that this im-
prisonment is not merely & temporary inconvenience for four-
and-twenty hours, for it has alreadylasted more than a week,
and I am told the preliminary examination demands many
more days yet, during which time not even their wives will be
allowed to visit them.

The result of this inquiry one would think and hope will be
the discharge of the two innocent vietims, I have spoken to
the judge who has charge of the case. He tells me that Fir-
man is evidently an accomplice of Buguet, because he sent
people to him. A few days before the arrest an agent of police
came to Firman’s apartment, and requested him to photograph
Lim with & spirit. Firman very naturally expressed surprise
at his coming to him for that purpose, as he was not a photo-
grapher, and told him that he had better go to Buguet; and
this is what is called ** sending people to Buguet.” The judge
also informed me that, although the charge against Firman
was with reference to the photography, the expose at Dr.
Huguet's would be gone into. This is an utterly groundless
and unjust accusation. To those who try the case, and nearly
every onejelse in France, the fact of seizing and refaining
material stuff is sufficient proof of imposture. Those who
know anything about these materialisations know that it is no
proof &t all, ag spirits who eome in this manner have always a
covering round them, which can at any time be snatched from
them by any one so violently disposed.

This imprisonment is a most unfortunate oceurrence, as it
prevents the vindication seances we were about to give. We
have had some very satisfactory instances of showing medium
and spirit at the same time. Nothing short of that is of any
use, and even seeing the two at once will not, I believe, carry
convietion to the sceptical French mind. M. Chavée, a well-
known and highly respected savant, has been giving a cource
of lectures on psychology. I thought that a gentleman who
had made thig subject his study for many years ought to have
an opportunity of seeing a materialised spirit, especially as he
affirmed thers could be no such thing. I invited him to a
seance, when he saw, handled, and conversed with Kibosh.
The medium on this occasion went into the cabinet in his
shirt sleeves; it so happened that, upon the disappearance of
the spirit, the medium woke up and walked out, before ten
seconds had elapsed. The cabinet was immediately searched,
and no trace of Kibosh's extensive paraphernalia was discover-
able. M. Chavée told me afterwards that he knew it was the
medium dressed up, and finished his next lecture by lamenting
that such bare-faced imposition should be tolerated. It so
happens that there was no imposition at all in the matter,
and M. Chavée has really seen what he says is impossible—a
materialised gpirit, J. N. GLEDSTANES.

Paris, May 2nd, 1875,
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THE DESTINY OF THE SOUL.

The brain is not the solitary throne
Of that transcendent mystery, the Soul!
Psyehology in no uneertain tone
Declares that it must permeate the whole
Of this our mortal frame—since flesh and bone
Form but its vestment, which it casts away
‘When pallid death has snapt the golden zone
That links the spirit to the grosser elay.

The Soul is Self! and when we come to die,
‘We igsue from the body, and shall Znow
That we are spirits—free to seale the sky
Or flash at will through boundless space; although
Our own identity will haunt us still,
And every ardent hope we cherished hers,
And every blas or for good or i,
‘We shall transfer to that sublimer sphere,

There will be no forgetting! Clearly we
Shall then recalt our life below the skies ;
And pre-existence (if such marvel be!)
‘Will then unseal its shadowy mysteries.
Endued with rarer powers we shall gain
Fresh wisdom through the ages, till we see
The last bright link of that progressive chain,
And merge at length in perfect Deity!
F. B. DOVETON,

Corresponvence.

[Great freedom s given fo correspondents, who sometimes express opinions
diwmetrically opposed to those of chis journal and its readers.]

CREDULITY AND INCREDULITY.

Sir,—Perhaps the following explanations of the various
methods, whereby spiritualistic mediums are supposed to im-
pose on the publie, may instruet, amuse, or bewilder some of
your readers.

Most of these explanations were given many years ago, not
in joke, but in sober geriousness, as wise discoveries, when the
wonders of Mr. Home’s mediumship first came before the
public.

These are to be found in the first volume of that gentle-
man’s extremely interesting work, entitled Incidents in my
ILife. Some of the other explanations I have oceasionally
heard brought forward by people who are considered to
possess more than average ability in their respective pro-
fessions and pursuits, but who also illustrate how easily
boasted incredulity may pass into a state of ludicrous ere-
dulity.

The following list contains, I think, nearly all the wise
objections that have hitherto been advanced; but doubtless
human ingenuity may be capable of startling us with still
wiser discoveries.

1. A very popular idea is, or wasg, that the male medium
carries in his pocket & trained monkey, and that the female
medium conceals that intelligent animal under her dress.

2. Some think that the legs of most mediums are so formed
as to be ecapable of elongation, and that their feet are like the
hands of a baboon.

8. Many people suppose that when a medium is invited to
a strange house the table has to ke sent first, and that he
takes with him wax or gutta percha hands and arms to show
at the proper moment.

4, Some suppose that the medium mesmerises or biologises
his andience, and that the latter only imagine they see what
they see.

5, Some are supposed to earry lazy-tongs and a magie
lantern.

6. When the medium ig levitated and riges in the air, it is
only a balloon filled with gas in the shape of a man.

7. Some say the phenomena are produced by ¢ involuntary
mausecular action,” or ¢ unconscious cerebration,” or * reflex
action of the mind,” or by psychic or od force, or by some
ather force,—a remarkably safe conclusion,*

8. A common explanation of certain phenomena is that
they are to be attributed to ventriloquism, and that some
mediums have electric batteries concealed about their persons.

9, Mechanical contrivances, attached to the lower extremi-
ties, were suggested by one of the first philosophers of the day,
but I never heard of their being actually discovered.

10. The rappings are said to be produced in many ways,

* Only the force is well up in arithmetic, can make good puns, and talk
bad science.—ED.
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beginning low down with the snapping of the toe-joint, then
getting up to the ankle, then to the knee or thigh-bones.

This rather uncomfortable idea—not a little suggestive of
permanent dislocation—was, I believe, first broached by =
distinguished American medical gentleman, and I much
regret that my ignorance of osteology prevents my attempting
to refute this very ingenious theory,

Unfortunately for No. 10, the rappings are frequently heard
at a distance from the medium—from the walls, ceiling, and
gtaircase ; so we must suppose that the above-named several

| joints are endowed with some power analogous to * ventrilo-

quism.”

11, Some say the medium bribes the servants at the houses
he visits, that they may aid him in concealing the machinery,

12, Others say that the mediums, even when they happen to
be very young people—nay, even children—are accomplished
ventriloquists, and gifted with conjuring talents that surpass
the ingenuity of Messrs. Maskelyne and Cocke, with all their
practice and experience.

13. Then comes the wonderful piece of machinery which, I
wag once gravely told, explained how I was hoaxzed, when a
hand, either materialised or, as the sceptics say, composed of
wazx or gutta percha, unbuttoned my coat, extracted my spec-
tacles and case from the side pocket, placed the spectacles on
the nose of an astonished unbeliever sitting at the other side
of the table, and finally deposited the case on the knee of
another innocent investigator.

I now find that the machine theory has lately collapsed,
mechanical contrivances, I presume, being found t00 cumbrous
and expensive for most mediums.

14. The last—the most seientific and ingenious theory or
explanation—was, according to Mr. Home, given by an old
woman in America, who, when asked if she could account for
what she had seen, replied, *Lor, sirs! it is easy enough:
they only rubs themselves all over with a gold pencil case.”
One might reap considerable amusement by gravely urging a
few of the above explanations on some of our sceptical frienda,
just to see what an enormous amount of credulity is some-
times hidden under the mask of incredulity.

Some sceptics are fond of charging Spiritualists, or believers
in mesmerism and clairvoyance, with excessive eredulity, not
seeing that those believers have ample warrant for retorting
the charge upon their opponents; and this, I think, will be
evident to any impartial and candid observer who has ever
listened to the arguments of certain gceptics and their eurious
explanations of phenomenas, the causes of which may possibly
never in this world be quite satisfactorily explained.

May I venture to suggest 0 such sceptics the two following
questions for their consideration : * Which is the greater evil,
excessive credulity or excessive incredulity ?'’ and then, ¢ What
is the difference between the two?”’

In conclusion, I would draw attention to the following re-
marks made and advice given by Archbishop Whately, taken
from his annotations on *“Bacon’s Essays’—subject dtheism :
*“ Bacon, in one of his essays, says, ‘I had rather believe all
the fables in the legend, and the Talmud, and the Aleoran, than
that this universal frame is without a mind.’”

The Archbishop’s annotation on the above is as follows :—
“It is evident from this that Bacon had seized the just view
respeeting credulity, seeing plainly that to disbelieve is to be-
lieve. If one man believes that there is a God, and another
that there is no God, whichever holds the least reasonable of
these two opinions is chargeable with credulity. For the only
way to avoid credulity and incredulity, the two necessarily
going together, is to listen to the best evidence, and to believe
and disbelieve on good grounds. J.o g

Tottenham,

INTERNAL RESPIRATION—NO, IV,

Sir,—In Nos. 81, 89, and 125 of The Spiritualist I have
endeavoured to illustrate the above subject with regard to (1)
its physical phenomena ; (2) its spiritual phenomena; and (3)
the Scriptural proofs thereof. In this, my final paper, 1
purpose to refute the attacks which have from time to time .
been made upon Harris and his work,

These charges I may divide into four headings—(1) Previous
and present supposed or real failures; (2) Errors in his works
which result either from migprints or from human fallibility ;
(3) False prophecies attributed to him ; and (4) Misunder-
standings of the meaning of his works.

I, Failures.—The first charge which I shall mention under
this heading is that he formerly established a community at

! Mountain Cove which ended in failure; hence it has been
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argued his present society may equally fail, which would show
that he is not as he imagines under Divine guidance. But it
must not be thought that a man i infallible beeause he has
inner breathing, or that he cannot fail; and even if the
Brocton Society eame to grief it would only show that a
gufficient number of men had not yet become perfosted in
internal breathing. But in fact the two cases are quite
different. Harris acknowledges (Ar. Ch. i. 794) that he was
once deceived by spirits, as many mediums are in the present
day, and doubtless the Mountain Cove failure was & case in
point. But it will be asked, ** Where are we to draw the line?
if deceived once, why not again?” I answer that inner
breathing affords the line of demarcation. Now for the proof.
An account of the Mountain Cove failure is given by Mrs,
Hardinge in her History of Modern American Spiritualism.
Any one who cares to wade through the dreary pages of that
voluminous work will find the whole account at pp. 58-60, and
207-17; the latter pages having the sensational and truly
Yankee but slightly incomprehensible heading of * How the
Apostolic Brotherhood grew from a circumference back to a
centre; how the centre burst and vanished into thin air;
how it gathered itself up again and grew beyond its own
centre and cirecumference, and soared away beyond ifself;
how Mr. Charles Partridge brought it baeck fo earth again
until it found its level.” Whether this account (evidently
an unfriendly one) is accurate or not, 1 neither know
nor care; it is sufficient that it contains all the data I
want, In this account we find that Harris joined the
¢ Apostolic Brotherhood ”” about the commencement of 1850
(p. 69). In October, 1851, this brotherhoodremoved to Mountain
Cove, under the guidance of Mr. Scott, not of Harris (p. 210).
At p. 216, we read that the community broke up in about two
years, This brings us to the beginning of 1852. Mr.
Brotherton, in his pamphlet on Spiritualism, Swedenbory, and
the New Church, published October, 1860, says (pp. 55, 56)
that inner breathing commenced in Harris seven to eight
years ago. Therefore, taking the fullest extent of eight years,
Harris’s inner breathing commenced about October, 1852, or
some months after the Mountain Cove failure. In addition to
this, we have only to look at the difference between the spiritual
origing of the two movements, to see that they have no con-
nection with each other. Inthe Mountain Cove business Harris
blindly accepted the teachings of spirits given through mes-
meriged subjects, and hence was deceived eagily by them ; now
he most emphatically protests against the practice of allowing
oneself to be controlled or made & slave by spirits, and points
out the danger of endeavouring to produce the mesmeric
sleep for the purpose of clairvoyance (Ar. Chr. i., 480, 481).
But it has also been urged that his present society has failed
to offect much, and that it is only a form of monasticiam.
‘With regard to the first charge, it can only have originated
from those who had never visited Brocton. I have now lying
before me a letter froma medical frieid who visited Brocton
in 1873, and he says that ¢ all was most prosperous, but
peaceful and quiet; none of the boast or disturbing elements
of ordinary society. Fvery one seemed kind and obliging,
and truly; loving and affectionate; none desirous of being
before or after another, but all was harmonious.”” One
of the brotherhood there also informed him that it had been a
most excellent investment in a pecuniary sense. With regard
to the charge of monasticism, it is nothing of the sort. A
monastery is a place where people are secluded from the
world, without the power to leave of their own free will, and
they are intended to remain there all their lives. At Brocton
all is freedom ; any one who ig dissatisfied may leave; a large
portion of the Brotherhood of the New Life have never been,
and possibly never will be there; others reside there only for
o time, On’ this subject I will quote from two letters from
Brocton, written some years ago. One says, ¢ The open
breathers at Wassaic (the seat of the society prior to removing
to Broeton) number nineteen ; many have left, and gone out
into the world to perform their different uses.” The other
says,—“ The home at Wassaic is regarded as a training
school for open breathing, for those who need help and in-
gtruction, but not as a fized abode, nor for those whose uses
in the world preclude their living in that way.”

IL.—FErrors in Harris's Writings Arising from Misprints or
Human Fallibility.—The first pasgage to which exception hag
boeen taken was brought before my notice some years ago by a
Swedenborgian minister, well known for his strong antipathy
to Harrig’s writings. It is contained in A». Chs. i. 86, where
we read that the Hgyptian sorcerers * produced lice from the
dust of the earth.” On referring to the account in Fxodus,
however, we find that they wére not able to do this., With

regard to this matter, my friend Mr. Thomas Robinson, of
Manchester, says in a letter to me, dated October 17th, 1868,
« T was present in 1859 when some friends put the question to
Harris, and he said he did not know that it was as it is till
friends in America pointed it out. ‘But,’ said he, ‘I am glad it
is there ¢ it serves to show at what trifles people are disposed
to eatch,’ or words to that effect. He added that it was a
mistake of the compositor.” So, after all, this awful mistake
turns out not to have originated with Harris, but to have been
one of the devices of the devil—the printer's devil I mean, of
course. Parturiunt montes, nascetur ridieulus mus ! There are
geveral other misprints in Harris's writings, which his
enemies are quite welcome to make the most of. Thus in
Ar. Ohr. i. 259 the word light should evidently be night ; in
i. 807 the word internal should, I think, ba external; in iii
747 the word Thyatira is obviously a misprint for Philadelphia.
It is, indeed, a wonder that Harris’s opponents have not
accused him of not understanding Latin, because in a conver-
sation with an evil spirit (reported iii. 219) the ungrammati-
cal phrase cpntraria contraribus occurs! But which of the
« devils” made the mistake here, the printer's or the other
one, I will leave them to find out. Another charge, which
also emanated from a Swedenborgian source, is, that Harris
has, when speaking in hig own person, made mistakes, Thus
ini. 182 he confounds the words AMourir pour la patrie with
the Marseillaise, and in iii. 794 states that George Fox per-
formed an action at Taunton which really oceurred, I am told,
at some other town-—1I think Tichfield. They might also have
added that in iii. 431 the answer of Christ to the Sadducees
is confounded with that to the women at the well. But what
does all this prove? Nothing, save that Harris is only a
man, and therefore fallible, and that what he says of himself
must be carefully kept distinet from what he claims to have
received by Divine inspiration.

III.—We now come to the charge of False Prophecies, which
also proceeds from a Swedenborgian source. The minister to
whom I have previously alluded says, in a letter dated June
24th, 1868, that Harris taught that the bodies of the wicked
were to be burnt up about five years after the publication of
the 1st vol. of Ar. Chr., i.e.,in 1863, In a subsequent letter
he stated that he was certain that his statement was correet,
and that it was in Ar. Ohr. that the statement was made, and
promised to refer to the work and verify his quotation, More
than six years have now elapsed, but he has neither verified
his quotation (for the excellent reason that it only existed in
his own_imagination), nor has he had the honesty to with-
draw the charge. In 1871 I was engaged in & controversy
about Harris in the Intellectual Reposifory, the chief Sweden-
borgian journal in England. In the Dee. number, pp. 599,
600, the editor winds up with some remarks, chiefly consisting
of arguments which had been adduced and refuted in the con-
trovergy itself. But he also brings against Heiris the same
old charge of false prophecies on the same subject. I wrote
to know the chapter and verse of this imaginary prediction,
and, in reply, received the following auvswer:-—*“I do not
know that the prediction ig contained (in any of ;Harris’s pub-
lished works. According to my information, it was uttered
in a sermon he preached at Glasgow, a good many years ago,
and which he then said would happen within two years.” So,
after all, this second version of the charge (which the reader
will see does not agree in details with the first) rests only on
hearsay evidence. I need scarcely say that Harris never
uttered any such prophecy at all, either in his sermons or his
published works.

IV.—We now come to the last charges made against Harris,
viz., those made through misunderstanding of his teachings
and work, I do notintend to enter into the scandalous accu-
sations which have been from time to time brought agains
his conduct, such as the charge that he appropriates to his
own use the property of the other members of the society ;
that he sent away his wife, having formed an attachment to
another lady ; that it was not safe for an unprotected female
to reside at Brocton, &c. These and similar charges have
been made against him, and, though refuted, have been [raked
up again ; for venomous reptiles are generally tenacious of life.
Those who care to read them will find complete refutations of
these charges in the Spiritual Magazine, 1869, p. 282; the
New Chaurch Independent, 1869, p. 56 ; Robinson’s Recipient,
vol. il. pp. 510 and 556, and vol. ili. p. 825 ; and in a letfer
by myself at p. 120 of vol. iii. of the Christian Spiritualist, 1
do not eare to waste time in refuting them again ; suffice it to
say that I know that they are false; and I also know that one
source of these calumnies was a person who wag dismissed
from the society, and another was the family of a young man
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whom Harris openly reproved for gross immorality. Leaving
these charges, then, I will proceed to the examination of mis-
understood passages in Harris’s writings, In the Spiritual
Magazine for 1868, Nos, 1, 2, and 3, we find three articles on
Harris’s writings, which there receive a considerable amount of
abuse, and Harris himself is called (p. 74) a * poetical and
religions maniac, with brief lucid intervals.”” These are supple-
mented by a paper of a similar nature in the January number
for 1869. Any one who wighes to see all that can be said
against Harris will find it in these volumes; but if they turn
out to be all baged on error, all readers who are not poetical
and religious, or even Spiritualistic maniaes, can arrive at but
one conclusion. The first charge iz at p. 5 of the Spiritual
Magazine for 1868, where the writer says—* Harris’s poems,
the Lyric of the Golden Age and Lyric of the Morning
Land, were, according to his own statements, dictated by
the spirits of Byron, Shelley, Keats, Pollok, &c. Now every
one of these spirits, according to Mr. Harris’s present
belief, and, indeed, a belief which he held when he visited
and lectured in London in 1861, are devils and impudent
deceivers.” The critic proceeds to say that, in spite of
this belief, Harris allowed the sale to go on at the doors
of his own lecture-room just the same. In answer to this
I reply (1) that the Lyric of the Morning Land was not
dictated by the spirits of Byron, &e., and these poets are not
even mentioned in if ; this statement, therefore, only shows
the ignorance of the reviewer ; (2) that Harris never said that
these poems were dictated by devile, nor has he ever with-
drawn or repudiated them; on the contrary, he says in his
greatest work, the Arcana of Christianity, that this work was
received from the Ilyrical Heaven; (3) in 1870 he stated
hig intention to reprint these works when the time came,
and correct tho various typographical errors. The only part
which he repudistes ig the preface to these works, which
was written by a Spiritualist, and prefixed to the work by the
publishers 1o whom the work was sold during Harris’s absence
from New York. (The letter itself is given in No. 89 of 77
Spiritualist, where also I have entered more fully into this
question.) The next charge in this Magazine is that the
poems given by Harris in the Song of Satan are blasphemous,.
Indeed he says: “In no work that has come under our ob-
servation is the practice of every sensuality and every blas-
phemy inculcated with more Satanic recklessness than is this
volume.” But what does this mean? If it means that
Harris inculeates blasphemy and sensuality, then the assertion
is the foulest libel that was ever penned against him; but if
it only means that the evil spirits taught these doctrines,
what then? Did the reviewer expect them to talk like clergy-
men on the subject ? The work is a valuable one, forit shows
the devils as they are af home; and if it contains their evil
utterances, it algo contains their own eonfessions of the fearful
sufferings into which their evils lead them. On this subject I
will quote from p, 9 of"this work, where Harris says: * This
spirit who sings the glories of progression, and pours contempt
upon the Word, is also the same who, as his true interior
character more and more developes itself,-stands out in naked,
bold malignity. His sufferings, by his own confession, are
fearful to endure, and terrible to narrate, while he takes an
insane delight in painting to uninstructed minds {query—the
medinms of the present day ?] the exalted joys and the divine
felicities jof the spiritual existence which he possesses.” I
would advige every medium to read this work with care, that
he may know the true state of evil spirits, and ask himself
what test he has for diseriminating between good spirits and
devils elothed as angels of light.

Following on the review, we find at p. 15 of the Magazine
another proof of the ignorance of the critic. He tells us,
« As Swedenborg chiefly took in hand Genesis, Harris has
undertaken the Revelations.” I should have thought that
any one who presumed to write about Harris or Swed