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The Best Book for Enguirers,

“7HERE ARE THE DEAD? or, SPIRITUALISM
EXPLAINED,

Containing well authenticated and selected Teports of all the different
phases of modern spirit phenomens, from table-turning to the visible
materialisation of the faces and forms of the departed, and the photograph-
ing of spirits ; proving by undeniable facts that those we mourn as

DEAD ARE STILL ALIVE,

and can communicate with us; and that Spiritualism is sanctioned by
Scripture, and consistent with science and commonsense ; with specimens
of intensely interesting communications received touching death, the future
life, and the experiences of the departed. Also extracts from the literature
of Spiritualism, advice to investigators, list of boolks, addresses of medinms,
and all useful information. By FRrITz,

Price 3s.; or post free 39 stamps, from A, Ireland & Co, publishers,
Manchester, who will forward copies of the table of contents on applica-
tlon. LONDON: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL & Co,

BIRKBECK BANK. TEstablished 1851.—29 and 30, |

Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane.
Four per Cent. Interest allowed on Deposits,

Current Accounts opened similar to the. Joint-Stock Banks, but without

any stipulation as to amount of balance to be kept

by the customer. Cheque Books supplied.

Purchases and Sales of British, Foreign, and Cclonial Bonds, Stocks,

Shares, &ec., effected. Advances made thereon.
Office hours from 10 til] 4, on Mondays from 10 till 9, and on Saturdays

from 10 till 2 o’clock.
A Pamphlet containing full particulars may be obtained gratis,
or sent post free on application to
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.

_Q5O 000 Ready to be ADVANCED by the TEM-
Lo H PERANCE PERMANENT LAND AND BUILDING
SOCIETY on Freehold and Leasehold Property, for any period of years
not exceeding fifteen, the Mortgage being redeemable by equal Monthly
Instalments, Interest (in addition to 2 small premium) 5 per cent. on the

balance each year.
Apply to HENRY J. PHILLIPS, Secretary.
Offices: 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C,

NOTE.—More than One Million and a Half Pounds Sterling have been
advanced upon House Property alone,

APUBLIC MEETING will be held at CAvenpisT Roowms,

Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square, on TEURSDAY, July 17th, 1873,
to Consider the LUNACY LAWS, and the Action of the Judges in connec-
tion therewith, Chair to be taken by Dr. SEXTON, at § p.m. Admission
Free; Reserved Seats, Is. : .

DR. HUGII McLEOD (duly qualified in Medicine and

Surgery), HEALS BY SPIRIT POWER, and with very great suc-
cpclss. He visits patients in London or suburbs, and at his temporary re -
gidence,

4, ALMA COTTAGES, CHESNUT ROAD, TOTTENHAM, N.

Fees: London or Suburbs, 21s.; Tottenham, 10s. 6d. The poor, who
can’come to the latter place, free. Cases which present extraordinary fea-
tl}llres submitted to & thoroughly trained clazrvoyante, and without additional
charge.

Dr. McLeod is prepared to make arrangements for the delivery of ad-~
dresses on the Logicand Sclence of Spiritualism. His lectures are original,
and delivered extempore, Terms (ensy) on application.

SPIRITUAL CONFERENCE OF 1873,
FIPHE COMMITTER beg fo call attention to the COMING

CONFERENCE, which appears in this weel’s issue of the Spiritualist; .

and all those interested in advancing the cause of Spiritualism or investigat-

ing these questions are earnestly requested to aid the Conference by for-

warding subscriptions to defray the expenses necessary for carrying outthe

project, to Mr. John Chapman, 10, Dunkeld-street, off West Derby-road,

Liverpool. Receipt of the subscriptions will appear in the next issue of

this paper. DAVID B. RAMSAY,
Secretary to the Conference Committee,

16, South Cagtle-street, Liverpool.
30th June, 1873.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LIVERPOOL.

T A MEETING of the Conference Committee of the
Paychological Society of Liverpool, held on Monday, June 28rd,
Mr, D. Gay in the chair, the following programme was considered and
adopted as the business of the forthcoming Conference, and while the
Committee earnestly desire Delegates to prepare papers on these questions,
they are anxious to receive the titles of any other papers which the Delcgates
may wish to read, providing that the substance of such papers is forwarded
to the Secretary on or before the 18th of July, so that the reading may be
arranged for in a business-like way. .

ORGANISATION.
KNational.

1st.—The advisability and procticability (nancisly &c.) of a National h

.

Union. “e -
2nd,—The best means of securing in future Annual National Conferences .

Local.

1st.—The advisability of Sunday Services and Week-day Meetings,
2nd.—The advantages of special buildings for Spiritual Meetings,
SPIRITUALISM IN ITS RELIGIQUS AND SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS.
1st.—The harmony existing between the Bible and the Teachings of
Spiritualism.
ond.—Spiritualism in accordance with Natural Laws.
8rd.—The beneflt of Physical Manifestationg to the Community.

MEDIUMSHIR,
18t.—The peculiar temperarhents of different mediums.

2nd,—The arfangement of different mediums in a given circle for the
production of desired results.

3rd.—The duality of mediums, :

4th.—Can any tests be applied to distinguish genuine mediumship,

5th.—The best method of developing mediums.

gth.—The utility of private circles.

EVENINGS.

1st.—Seance, 2nd.~Lecture, * 3rd.--Conversazione,

.DAVID B. RAMSAY,
Secretary to the Conference Commitiee.
16, South Castle-street, Liverpool,
June 24th, 1873.

HE ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE.,—At a
general meeting of the Liverpocol Psychological Society held on the
29th May last, it was decided to hold the ANNUAL NATIONAL CON-
FERENCE of Spiritualists in the above town this ycar on the 5th, 6th, and
7th of August, and in order to facilitate the operations of the Committee
appointed to carry out the project, I would be glad if the secretarics of
societies would communicate with me at their earliest convenience, in order
that some idea may be formed as to the number of delegates likely to ba

present. DavID B, RAMSAY,

Secretary of tho Conference Committee.
16, South Castle-street,Liverpool.
June 12th, 1878,

AST LONDON SPIRITUAL MEETINGS.—LEC-
TURES giving information about Spiritualism are delivered every
Wednesday evening at 8.30 p.m., at Mr. Cogman’s Lecture Rooms, 15, St,
Peter's-road, Milse-end. Inspirational addresses every Sunday evening, at
Seven o’clock, Admission Free, Supported by voluntary contributions.

E
ALSTON ASSOCIATION O ENQUIRERS INTO
SPIRITUALISM. (Zstablished 1870.) Rooms, 74, Navarino-road,
Dalston, E.  Séances on Thursday evenings. Library for nuse of members,
Subscriptions :—0rdinary, 8s.' quarterly; 5s. half-yearly; 10s. annual.
Honorary, 53. quarterly ; Life Membership, by donaiion of £2 2s. Prospectus
application to the Secretary.
and Rules on epp ALFRED E. yLOVELL, President,
TIIOMAS BLYTON, Secretary and Treasurer.
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GHARGE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS :—Three shillings

and sixpence for the first fifty words or portion of ffty words, and

sixpence for every tem words in addition. Ten initial letters or figures
count as one word. . .

The Spiritualist is a very good medium for advertiscments, because it
cirenlates largely among those whom advertisers desire to reach, and an
advertisement is not lost to view amid a mass of others. Moreover, the
paper is not usually torn up when read, but prescrved for binding. .

CORRESPONDENCE.—Correspondents who write letters consisting of per-
sonal opinions, for publication, are rcquested not to make them more
than a third of a column long. Letters containing important news or im-
portant facts may be longer sometimes. o

All communications for the Advertising Department of this newspaper
to be addressed to Mr. T. Blyton, 11, Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C, All
orders for papers, and letters for the Publishing Department should be
directed to Mr. E, W. Allen, at the same address; and all communications
for the Literary Department should be addressed to the Editor.

Subscriptions :-—No notice is taken of orders received for papers unac-
companied by a remittance. The next twelve copies of The Spiritualist
will be posted to any address in the United Kingdom on receipt of 4s. 6.

TLondon: F. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lanc, E.C.

Any delay or irregularity in the supply of “ The Spiritwalist” in
London or in the provinces is the fuult of the local newsvendor or lis
City agent.  Our publisher, Mr. E. W. Allen, 11, dve Maria-lane,
E.C., should always be informed of such impediments and trregulari-
ties, and oopics can then be ordered of him by post, direct.

SUBSCRIBERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIELS.

The Spirttualist may be orderad through the following dealers in Spiritual

periodicals:—
UNITED STATES.
Rochester; N. Y.~D, M, Dewcy, Arcade Hall.
Denver, Colorado.—S. A. Grant and Co., 883, Lorimer-street.
New Orlcans.—George Ellis, 7, Old Levee-street.
San Francisco~—~Herman Snow, 319, Kearney-street.
St. Louis,—Warren, Chase and Co., 614, North Fifth-street.
Philadelphia.—D. 8. Cadwallader, 241, North Eleventh Street.
Washington.—Richard Roberts, 1026, Seventh Street.

. AUSTRALIA.
Melbourne.~W. H. Terry, 96, Russell-street.

Or The Spiritualist may be had by post direct from the London publisher,
Mr. E. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul’s-churchyard, by remitting
to him the amount for the next thirty numbers, with postage. To America,
Australia, and New Zealand the postage for cach number is one penny;
thus the total cost of thirty numbers is 12s. 6d., which may be remitted by
Post Office Order. The cost of a Post Office Order for sums less than £2
bétween most of the English-speaking countries on the globe, and London,
is one shilling,

DR. DEE AND HIS MEDIUM KELLEY.

Dr. Joms DzE, who is popularly knowhn as the great
astrologer of the time of Queen Elizabeth, was born in
London in 1527, and soon gained fame as a mathemati-
cian and philosopher. On thefounding of Trinity College,
Cambridge, he was chosen as one of its fellows, and
afterwards went to Louvain, where he took his doctor’s
degree in civil law. In 1551 he returned to England
as rector of Upton-upon-Severn. He was accused of
preaching against the life of Queen Mary, for which he
suffered imprisonment, but after her death he rose in
favour with her successor, Llizabeth. During many
years before his imprisonment he studied paychological
phenomena as privately as possible, but was often in
denger in consequence of rumours that he practised
magical incantations; but about the year 1582, when
he first discovered the mediumship of his assistant,
Edward Kelley, he grew less reserved in making known
the results of his experiences.

Thereisin the British Museum library abook, published
in London by the Rev. Meric (fasaubon, D.D., entitled
A True and Faithful Relation of what passed for some
years between Dr, Johm Dee and some Spirits. The bool,
which is a large one, of about500 pages, was, according to
the title-page, “Printed by D. Maxwell for T. Garthwait,
and sold at the little north door of St. Paul’s and by
other stationers, 16569.” Dr. Dee died in 1608, con-
sequently the book just mentioned was published about
fifty years after he departed this life.

In publishing the book Dr, Casaubon was under the

necessity of infroducing it with a preface, setting forth
the possibility, probability, nay, the reality of inter-
course with spirits, henco this preface contains many
arguments to the same effect as those in modern spi-
ritual periodicals. He tells how convineing the facts
are to atheists and materialists, but at the same time
protects himself from the vengeance of the clergy of his
day, by stating that Dr. Dee’s spirits must have been
bad spirits—devils. The book itself consists entirely
of records of seances, made by Dr. Dee himself at the
time the facts camo under his observation, and any
Spiritualist can see at once that it is as accurate and
reliable a diary as any man could write, although Dr.
Dee was wofully mistaken in many of his ideas and
conclusions.

From the records of these seances—Dr. Dee calls
them “ actions ”—it is clear that his assistant Kelley was
a physical medium, also a seer; he could see spirits in
crystals, he was clairaudiant; on some few occasions
he obtained direet spirit-writing, also the direct spirit
volce, and the movement of solid objects. He was a
passionate, sensual, and not very intelligent individual ;
whilst Dr. Dee gradually became an enthusiast, who
believed all the spirits told him, and was entirely ruled
by them in his actions. Dr. Dee believed that his
magie crystal contained some latent virtue, for, know-
ing nothing of mesmerism, he did not think that it
merely served to draw the attention of the sensitive
from surrounding objects. He did not know that the
spirits most frequently in company with a medium are
strongly allied to the medium in moral nature, nor did
he know of the difficulty spirits have in signalling
proper names through the organism of certain deserip-
tions of mediums. Ience, through Kelley’s medium-
ship, he belicved himself to be in communion with
Michael, Gabriel, and other real or fabulous persons.

Edward Kelley was educated at Oxford, but did not
pass his examination. While rambling about the coun-
try both his ears were cut off at Lancaster for some
offence, after which he hecame assistant to Dr. Dee, who
discovered his remarkable clairvoyant powers. Kelley
gave Dr. Dee much trouble; they frequently quarrelled,
and the medsages which Dr. Dec received with sacred
awe, Kelley often freated with the utmost irreverence.
At nearly all their seances the crystal was called into
use, and in it Kelley saw the various spirits who spoke
to him. Kelley’s general opinion of the apparitions
was, gays the chronicler, ¢“that they were meer illusions
of the Divel and evil spirits,” and Dr. Dee, “sometimes
with much adoe, perswaded him to think better of
them.” Dr. Dee offered to *“ pawn his soul” unto Kelley
that they were good spirits sent from God as a mark of
special favour. Kelley was not satisfied, and insisted
that Dr. Dee should write his opinion of them in his
book ; and there it stands to the present day. Although
Kelley was ignorant, some messages of high intelligence
were occasionally given through him, also some in CGireek
and other languages which he did not understand, and
he grumbled at being forced to utter « such gybberysh.”
Kelley soon grew tired of the seances, and he cared
nothing for the revelations; he was on the point of
deserting Dr. Dee altogether, when the latter offered
him £50 a year to remain with him as a “skyrer,”
which was the Elizabethan term for ¢ medium.”

A little experience taught Dr. Dee that spirits could
sometimes say what was not true ; this astonished him
very much ; still, he maintained that the majority of the
spirits were good ones. The historian Casaubon was
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perplexed by the evidence, and he asks how, if they
were evil, lying spirits, they could give such good mes-
sages about piety and godliness? e also says that the
« Divel,” being the prince of this world, how was it
he did not give his servants Dee and Kelley money,
when they wanted it? Dr. Dee, being interested, him-
self questioned the spirits on this point, and they told
him “if was not their mission, and was ont of their
power.”

It was about the month of February, 1582, that
Kelley first saw spirits in the crystal, which was “a
stone in which and out of which persons who are
qualified for i, and admitted to the sight of it, the
shapes and figures mentioned in every action [ssance]
were seen.”  When Kelley was ill or absent, Dr. Dee’s
son Arthur, or a youth named Bartholomew, who both
had some slight medial powers, took Kelley's place.
Soon after they began their seances, Dr. Dee and Kelley
tried very hard to pleaze Albert Lasky, one of the
Princes Palatine of Poland, who wished the spirits to aid
him in ambitious political intrigues ; he was often pre-
sent at the seances, 50 also were Mrs, Kelley and Mrs,
Dee. The spirits made the whole party the most
glorious promises, just as they did to Mr. Crookes when
he first began to investigate Spiritualism. Among other
things, they promised to find the philosopher’s stone for
Dr. Dee, at which he was greatly elated.

Just at the time, when kingdoms were to be over-
thrown, and the philosopher’s stone produced by spirits,
the mouthpiece of the angels, Mr. Kelley, grew more in-
tractable. Now and then he was intoxicated, and Dr.
Dee complained that he could not rely on the truthful-
ness of Kelley’s account of any ¢ action” at which he,
Dr. Dee, was not also present, Kelley frequently
advised Dr. Dee to give up Spiritualism, or it would
ruin him;” and as for the Spiritual promises, he said,
““Yet, I am Thomas Didymus, and will believe these
things when I see the fruits of them.” Sometimes he
would enter the house in a passion about gossip respect-
ing what people had been saying of him, and not at all
in a fit state of mind for a seance. On one of these
occasions, while summing up his grievances to Dr. Dee,
he said, I cannot abide my wife; I love her not—
nay, I abhor her.” This remark shows the state of his
mind, and tends to account for some few messages of a
directly evil nature which the members of the circle
received. One of the spirits most frequently with him
was a lively girl named, not * Katie,” but ¢ Madini,”
who at one seance said, « Curst wives and great devils
are sore companions”—a remark, it will be noticed, full
of the thoughts of the medium. At one seance he asked
Madini ¢ to lend him £100 for a fortnight;” in fact,
his leading thonghts were earthly and sublunary, and Dr.
Dee states Kelley’s greatest fear was that of poverty.

On Thursday, April 19th, 1584, Kelley again told
Dr. Dee that he would have no more seunces, for the
spirits must be all deluders ¢ who had not in two years’
space made them able to understand or do somewhat,”
so thenceforth he, Dr. Dee, must use his hoy John as a
¢ gkyrer.” 'With some difficalty Dr. Dee pacified him,
whilst Michael and Gabriel rebuked the unfortunate
medium for calling them ¢ devils,” and censured Dr.
Dee for want of faith. About this time, indeed, Dr.
Dee’s faith and enthusiasm were a little shaken. He
had been promised the philosopher’s stone by the spirits,
and in his turn had promised it to the Emperor Rodol-
phus IT, of Germany, but the spirits had not prodnced
_ 1t, so Dr. Dee was certainly placedin an awkward posi-

tion. Again, the spirits had told him (while in Prague
with Kelley for the purpose of visiting the Kmperor)
some distinet and specific lies ; among others was one,
that Sir Henry Sydney died on the 18th February,
1584, whereas he was alive. So Dr. Dee questioned
them very closely on these clear points. In reply
to his questions they made long harangues, and finally
satisfied him that it was all right, as spirit messages
must be interpreted with eare. Dr. Casaubon calls
these recorded harangues ¢ sermon-like stuff.”

‘While waiting at Prague to see the Emperor, Dr.
Dee was a guest in the house of Dr. Hageck, where Kelley
gave him more trouble. He was called down one morning
to lovk at his assistant—the mouthpiece of Michael
and all angels—who was lying snoring on a form on
which he had spent the night, having come home in a
state of intoxication with Alexander, the servant of
Prince Lasky. Alexander was also not sober,and in a
furious passion, because Kelley threatened to cut off his
head with a walking-stick. 'They had a violent quarrel
in Dr. Dee’s presence, and he had some difficulty in
separating them.

At last Dr. Dee had an hour’s interview with the
Lmperor Rodolphus, whom he had previously well
deluged with the letters and tracts about the power of
spirits, and the production of the philosopher’s stonc.
Rodolphus returned him his book Monas, saying that it
was “ too hard for his capacity to understand,” which
is just what the president of the spiritual meetings in
Harley-street recently remarked about an exceedingly
mystical paper read there. During the interview Dr.
Dee apparently did all the talking, telling how he held
constant conversations with the angels of the Lord, the
Emperor at the close making a few courteous remarks
in so low a tone that Dr. Dee heard them imperfectly.
From that time forth the Emperor took no notice of
Dr. Dee or his letters, but when Dr. Dee, tired of wait-
ing, applied for a passport to return home, it was fur-
nished without a moment’s delay.

While thus daneing attendance upon royalty in
Pragne, Dr. Dee and his wife were reduced to extreme
penury, and Kelley was constantly threatening to leave
them to return home. Prince Lasky often aided Dr.
Dece at such times. While at Prague Dr. Dee, who had
always previously been looked upon as an honourable
and learned man, was considered by most to be a char-
latan trying to get money from the Emperor, and by
others he was charitably thought to be a visionary.
One nobleman delicately hinted to him, in a friendly
way, that his tales about spirits were so improbable
that he could not expect anybody to belicve them.
There is no donbt that Dr. Dee’s actions were impru-
dent, and that he was guided by blind faith instead of
common sense. To make matters worse, he heard in
Prague that Queen Elizabeth was angry at his long
absence, and that the Bishop of London intended to
charge him with neecromancy on his return home.

Next they visited the court of Stephen, King of
Poland, who, after raising a few theological objections,
attended one of their seances. The spirits gave Ste-
phen a long lecture, and Dr. Dee’s diary contains little
about what took place subsequently, but the king did
not befriend him in any way. Then they came in con-
tact with Francis Puccius, a learned Florentine priest,
whom Kelley’s Protestant spirits seemed forthwith fo
take a liking to, indeed they argued to him that the
Pope could not possibly be the Antichrist. The last
person of note on the Continent who scems to have
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taken any interest in the phenomena was Prince
Rosimberg, the cmperor's Viceroy in Bohemia.

Dr. Dee and Kelley parted soon after this, and
in 1595, after his return to London, Dr. Dee sent in
a most abject  apology ” to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, in order to escape prosecution for witcheraft or
magic. The whole of the apology is in print, and it
contains a list of forty-nine books written by Dr. Dee
on scientific subjects ; among others he wrote a preface
to Buclid’s Elements of Geometry, The address appears
to have been written in fear and trembling, for it was

no light matter to offend the clergy in the days of

“Good Quecn Bess,” when the Protestant Bishop of
Norwich spent his leisure time in roasting Roman
Catholics, thereby proving the superiority of his tenets
over those prevalent in time of the * Bloody Mary " of
modern books ¢ prepared for the use of schools,” It would
have been dangerous in those days to call attention even
1o the mediumship of former Archbishops of Canterbury.
However, the ecclesiastical authorities did not persecute
Dr. Dee, who appears really for a time to have after-
wards obtained a precarious living as an astrologer,
though he was too honest to knowingly impose upon the

public. He died a miserable, heartbroken, disappointed’

man, at Mortlake, in 1608,

The life of Dr. Dee is a warning to the few excep-
tional Spiritualists, who yield to the authority of spirit
messages, and allow themselves to be governed thereby.
If spirits returned to earth to do physical work, which
is what materialists often mean when they demand that
spirits shall do ¢ something usecful,” or if they returned
to teach men how to get money, or to carry out inven-
tions, it is clear that they would be returning for an
illegitimate purpose,—that is to say, they would be en-
couraging men and women not to use their own hands
and brains, but to become mere puppets in the hands
of the spirits. Any revelations which tended to release
men from the duty, happiness, and experience of work,
would be a curse and not a blessing to mankind, Hence
it is a matter of gencral experience among Spiritualists,
that the few persons who give up their individualivy
and independence to spirits, so as to be governed by
them in worldly business, come, as a rule, to commercial
ruin. When the gates of the eternal world are opened
a little way, enabling us to catch glimpses of the land
beyond the grave, it is a degradation of the privilege,
that mortals should attempt to utilise it by asking the
spirits how to get money, how to get the ¢ philosopher’s
stone,” or should ask them, as the Rev. J. Murray Spear
did, to find the brains requisite for the making of new in-
ventions. Poor Dr. Dee stood alone in his day in the
observation of psychological phenomena; he had no lamp
to illuminate the then untrodden path, he knew nothing
of the symbolical naturc of spirit messages, he knew
nothing of the mesmeric power whereby spirits tried to
give teachings through the subjective visions they caused
to float before Kelley’'s eyes; he knew nothing of the
peculiarities of the nervous system causing the messages
of the spirits to be more or less unconseiously warped
from the original meaning when passing through the
mind of the medium. Indeed, hard work and hard
study for years by scientific Spiritualists is yet necessary
to eliminate sources of error, and to clearly point out
all the blessings and dangers of Spiritualism; in the
meantime, the principle reported to have been uttered
by Baint Huxley should be acted upon, namely—
¢ Scepticism is the highest virtue-—blind faith the un-
pardonable sin,”

‘When Dr. Dee returned to London from Prague, Mr.
Kelley resolved to do a little business with Rodolphus
IT. on his own account, and being devoid both of the
honesty and high principle of his former master, he per-
suaded the Emperor, who saw that se was no enthusiast,
that he knew how to make gold. Here was a sensible
man after the Emperor’s own heart, so Kelley was
lnighted accordingly. The next we hear of him is
that -he was imprisoned at Prague, probably because
the gold was not forthcoming. He broke both his legs
in the attempt to escape in 1595, and died of the
injuries. This was at the very time that Dr. Dee was
trying to escape the talons of the Archbishop of Can-
terbury in England. Xelley was born at Worcester in
1555, consequently was rather less than thirty years of
age when acting as medium for Dr. Dee.

Thus it is established that regular spiritual seances,
at which physical manifestations oceasionally oceurred,
were held in England three hundred years ago, and
were carefully recorded at the time by an eminent
mathematician—a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.
As scores of these seances, with the messages, were
printed and published two hundred years ago, it is
proved that regular spiritual seances were not first held
in Ameriea through the mediumship of the Fox family,
but were first held in England through the mediumship
of Kelley and Dr. Dee’s sons. Dr, Casaubon was the
Dale Owen and Dr. Gully of Oliver Cromwell’s time ;
he tried to familiarise the public mind with the reality
of spirit-intercourse. His father, Dr. Isaac Casaubon,
was a learned Swiss divine, who in 1603 bhecame head
librarian to Henry 1V. of France; afterwards he re-
moved to England, where a large pension was settled
on him by James I., who made him prebendary of
Westminster, also of Canterbury. Dr. Meric Casaubon
was a prebend of Canterbury, and held two livings in
Kent, which he lost during the civil war. Cromwell
offered him a large sum to write a history of the war,
but he refused. He also refused an appointment,
offered him by Queen Christina of Sweden, to superin-
tend the Swedish universities. He not only published
many of Dr. Dee’s seances, but he wrote a book on
¢ Credulity and Incredulity,” in which he maintained
the existence of witches, He was born at Geneva in
1599, and died in 1671. B

Some of the original journals written by Dr. Dee,
but never printed, are in the British Museum library,
and contain much matter of interest to Spiritualists;
in short, there are materials in the British Museum for
a good pamphlet on Dr. Dee’s life and spiritual experi-
ences, if anybody has the leisure and inclination fo
write one, as proved by the results herc given of our
few hours’ search there, Perhaps the most remarkable
physical manifestation witnessed through Kelley’s me-
diumship by Dr. Dee, was the restoration of some of
his conjuring books which he had burnt in a furnace ;
the spirits restored them to him in as good condition as
they were before he burnt them.

Mgz. Grorer HArRIs, F.S.A., one of the members of the
Psychological Committee of the Anthropological Institute,
recently invited a number of ladies and gentlemen to a garden
party at his residence, Iselipps Manor, Northolt. Several
literary and scientific gentlemen, interested in psychological
subjects, were present, and among the guests were Mr. Cruick-
shank and Mr., Haliburton, son of Judge Haliburton (Sam
Slick), A very pleasant day was spent, and several speeches,
of more than average ability, were made on the occasion.
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A CASE OF OBSESSION IN MANCHESTER.
BY THE AUTIOR OF ¢ WHERE ARE THE DEADP”

Many Spiritualists will doubtless have heard of a
pamphlet by Mr. Henry Meeson, of Manchester, en-
titled, “ A Warning to Sinners and Others who are
Seeking to Communicate with the Spirits that Sur-
round Us,” in which the author details some very
painful experiences he has had in connection with
Spiritualism. As the result of his pamphlet appeared
to me to be likely to frighten timid people from having
anything to do with the subject, by means of the false
ideas of Spiritualism they would probably derive from
its perusal, I requested Mr. Meeson to call, and took
down in writing the following explanatory statement
touching the cause, origin, and nature of his expe-
riences, which will, T trust, throw some light upon his
case, and enable Spiritualists to make a proper use of
hig ¢ Warning "’ :—

Mr. Henry Meeson, the author of the pamphlet, says he
first beecame aware of the presence of spirits about February,
1872, although he now knows from their communications that
he had been under spirit influence (so far as regards mental
suggestions) from his earliest childhood. These suggestions
have been of an immoral and evil nature, prompting him to
the commission of evil actions, and resulted, previoms to
February, 1872, in reducing bim to a very deplorable and
miserable state of mind, in consequence of which he was led
to drown the memory of the past in drink,

The first occasion on which he became aware that spirits
had any connection with him was about February, 1872,
when he fancied, one night as he lay in bed, that he heard
voices in the adjoining house, seeming to come through the
wall, and apparently carrying on a conversation upon the
most abominable and hurtful topics. Hc thought they be-
longed to people in the next houge, but could scarcely believe
it possible anyonc on the face of the earth could have such
vile ideas. Shortly afterwards he heard voices downstairs,
as of a detective coming to the house and speaking to the
landlady, and professing to haye come to arrest him for some-
thing he had donc. The voice of the landlady was so acen-
rately imitated that he fully believed it was she speaking,
and he got up and listened in great alarm. The voices near
him then began speaking to him again, and directed him
what he was to do in order to escapc the imaginary detective.
He made the necessary preparations, then went to the door
and shouted to the landlady, but was astonished to find he
had been deceived, and thc house was perfectly still, He
then saw that the voices were supernatural, and as they con-
tinued speaking to him he concluded they were spirits. He
asked them if they could show themselves, Wherenpon there
appeared ‘“a kind of prismatic light on the wall like an
indistinet face,”” which only remained for an instant of time.
This is the only instance in which he has seen anything,
excepting in visions where he has been partly entranced.
Their usual mode of communicating is by the voice. The
voices are, however, inandible to other persons. Since that
date he has been followed by voices at all times and in all
places,—usually when perfectly alone, in country places, away
from human habitations, by two voices only, one belonging to
a male and the other a female., The male voice appears to
belong to a man who on carth was very clever and highly
educated. He talks intelligently upon all subjects that come
up in Mr. Meeson’s thoughts, and follows and comments on
anything he is reading. He is, however, of a very low moral
nature, and profcsses to be compelled to obey the commands
of other evil spirits who are about him, and to be the medium
of communicating from other superior spirits occasionally.
He hears many other voices besides the foregoing, some
appearing to be confined to ccrfain localities which they are
unable to leave. In each populous place there are distinct
spirits. These arc suffering punishments in their own locali-
ties where their sins havc been committed.

He has had several visions which he does not wish to
attempt to describe, the same vision being repeated several
times for a special purpose. He felt some kind of manipu-
lation upon the top of his head, when he first passed into the
trance. He has remained partially in that state for about a
fortnight, and afterwards was made to write a great deal
on some laws of consanguinity in very wonderful and precise

language, showing that family ties are of the most sacred
character in the sight of the Almighty, and that sins com-
mitted with or against near relations are the most abomi-
nable ; but all that he wrote he wag ordered to destroy, He
suffered from pains in various parts of his body which the
spirits had the power to produce whenever and wherever they
liked, during the time he had given himsclf up to them,
They could also surround him with some kinds of noxious
Inmes, and make him hear various noises, Many of these
noises seem to be causcd by vibrations of sounds produced at
considerable distances off, and which they are able to bring
close to and increase in power. Thus in speaking to him, if
there is any sound such as the trickling of water or the
rumbling of a cart, or even the lond ticking of a clock, they
are able to convert the sound into a voice speaking to him.
These, says Mr. Meeson, *‘are distinct from the direct male,
female, and children’s voices, for children are suffering for
filthy sing,”

He has suffered much from the temptations and evil sugges-
tions of these spirits, as well as from the physical pains and
sensations they were able to cause him, and was nearly re-
duced to the point of death. He succeeded in resisting their
temptations, and at one time prayed fervently that God. would
permit him to die, fearing to face the sinful temptations that
would beset him in the world. Afterwards a change took
place. IHe heard a solemn voice say, ¢ Thy sins are forgiven
thee,”” and was told his spirit would be cleansed. Ile felt
then as if a new spirit had been put into his body, which he
accounts for by supposing that the power which the evil spirits
had gained over him was removed, and since then he has been
under purer influences, and has been able to reject all the
evil ideas which the bad spirits continue to suggest to him.
He still hears the voices wherever he is, but he feels that he
has a spirit within him, protecting him and keeping him en-
tirely from sin.

Mr. Meeson adds, in a letter :—

Istill think I do right in warning persons not to seek to
communicate with spirits who produce such results as I read
of in table rapping, &c.

I have had the female spirit put to me some most beautiful
language, professing to be a ministering angel, giving me
most extraordinary ideas about the universe, comets, and
nebulze, which I have found to be intended to lead to the
greatest blasphemy against the Almighty—as I have dis-
covered her to be the most vile, deceitful, treacherous, lying
being of all I have had to do with.

*

* * * *

I fear these manifestations on earth can only come from
evil gpirits, but I can readily imagine, indeed, I know and
feel that there are beauntiful, good, holy impulses, from spirits
to our minds, which I should be sorry to say a word against ;
but I cannot connect these with such absurdities as occur
through some physical mediums.

I think some more experienced Spiritualist than
myself should deal with Mr. Meeson’s pamphlet. The
author seems to be honest and truthful in regard to his
facts, but whether Spiritualists are o draw the same con-
clusion from those facts which he does is quite another
question. The burden of his ¢ warning”’ seems to be,
to caution all “not to seek communication with these
spirits in any way, for,” says he, “I firmly believe the
seeking communication with these foul, evil, familiar
spirits to be as great an abomination in the sight of the
Almighty God as it was in ancient times. The im-
pulses from good and holy spirits come to the mind,
the heart, the soul, and are not manifested by table-
rappings and absurdities.”

No doubt there is a great deal of truth and good
advice in Mr. Meeson’s pamphlet; but it is mixed up
with so much which is not sound, that, standing alone,
it is likely to do more harm than good.

In the first place, he is quite wrong in assuming
that none but evil spirits communicate at dark seances.
That such occasionally get into a circle and cause mis-
chief there is no doubt; and this may explain the evil
influences to which many public mediums appear af
times to be liable, Where the medium is protected by
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a band of powerful spirits seeking to do good by con-
vincing materialists of spirit existence, the cvil spirits
are kept away. It is all very well that ¢ the impulses
from good and holy spirits come fo the mind, the heart,
and the soul,” but the world at large will not take Mr.
Mceson’s ipse dizit for this. If everyone believed in
the future existence of the soul, there would be no need
to seek evidence of the fact by means of the physical
manifestions witnessed at dark seances. Unfortunately
welivein a densely materialistie age, and as Mr. Morse’s
spirit guide, speaking through his mediumship at Man-
ehester, the other day, expressed it:—

Some people are sothick-headed that nothing but a hammer
and chisel will get the truth into their brains. We find many
of these people, and nothing but the hammer and chisel of
the physical manifestations will convinee their sublime un-
consciousness that there exists a soul in themselves and an
immortal world surrounding them. Thus to meet and con-
vince such natures these external phenomena have to be pro-
duced. After a satisfactory conviction is attained, the hard,
dense mind melts, becomes divinely sensitive ; all its atheism
is taken out of it, and it stands dressed in the garb of simpli-
city and purity, waiting and listening at the fcet of Eternal
Truth, and drinking in her ingpirations,

Now, all Spiritualists admit, or ought to admit, that,
exeepting for purely scientifie purposes, they ought not
to be always running after the wonders to be witnessed
at dark seamces, and moreover they admit that these
manifestations are produced principally by a lower
order of spirits, not necessarily evil, but of a less intel-
lectual order, and more attached to the carth sphere.

Thus, we agrec with Mr. Mceson that constant com-
munication with low spirits, and more so with evil
spirits (excepting for the purpose of benefiting them),
is not a desirable thing, and when we Spiritualists have
had suflicicnt cvidence of this nature to satisfy our-
gelves that spirits do exist, we then want to know
what they have to say for themselves, and we listen to
the addresses through trance mediums like Mr. Morsc,
where, in the words of Mr. Meeson, we find “ the
impulses from good and holy spirits coming to the
mind.” Mr. Mecson admits that he ¢ has not been
eonnected with thie so-called Spiritualists or mediums,
and has had no eoramunication with them until quite
recently.” This phrase (in whieh he appears to assume
that all Spiritualists are mediums) shows how liftle
Mr. Meeson knows about Spiritualism and the methods,
and objects, and nature of the eommunications with the
spirits of the deparated, whieh it is his objcct to de-
nounee, as a ‘“ great abomination in the sight of the Al-
mighty God.” If Mr. Meeson were to study the literature
of Spiritualism, and eventhe reports of the much-despised
dark seances, he would find that the teachings of the
spirits we eommunicate with are highly moral, pure,
and elevating, breathing nothing but love to God and
our fellow-men, and that as regards theological teach-
ings we accept only what appeals to our highest sense
of right. In short, we do not imagine spirits to be
infallible, and are not therefore likely to give ourselves
up to any class of spirits, but appreciate fully the
apostolic injunetion to “ prove all things and hold fast
to that which is good.”

In eonclusion, I suppose it may be said Mr. Meeson
has suddenly devecloped clairaudiant medinmship, by
reason of whieh he first became aware that the evil
impulses whieh he admits. have haunted him from his
earliest ehildhood originated with the spirits of de-
parted human beings. This was his first introduction
to Spirifnalism, and it has been his salvation. The
great law of affinities, that ¢ like attracts like,” and as

we are pure or impure so shall we attract to ourselves
like influences from the spiritual side, seems to have
been at work in Mr. Meeson’s ease, for he honestly and
manfully admits that he had yielded to the evil sug-
gestions he received. There is one inconsistency in his
conclusions which I may as well herc allude to. In
denouncing spirit-communion, he tells us ¢ the im-
pulses from - good and holy spirits come to the mind,
the heart, and the soul,” whereas in the foregoing
statement he says he reeeived mental impressions of an
cvil nature from his ecarliest childhood, and that these
were the eauses of his committing the sins he now
deplores. Thus he clearly proves that evil spirits ean
eonvey impulses to the mind as well as good ones, and
the proper conclusion would be that the more we seek
after the trutl and educate ourselves, so as to be able to
distinguish the right from the wrong—the good from
the evil promptings—the more likely shall we be able
to resist the latter, as in raising our aspirations after
good we attract to us purer and holier influences,

I do not intend to follow Mr. Meeson in his theolo-
gical speeulations further than to point out that in one
place he tells us these spirits * are full of deceit, lics,
and treachery,” and then he tells us of ¢ the sufferings
and punishment many of them are enduring for having
given way to the idolatry of worshipping Jesus Christ
as the Almighty God.” Surely if they are so full of
lies and deeeit, it is strange to find Mr. Meeson be-
lieving all they tell him on this subjeet. Spiritualists
have received numberless communications from spirits
who still believe in the divinity of Christ, but they
eertainly do not eomplain of any very horrible suffer-
ings or punishments eonsequent on their belief.

Mr. Meeson makes the mistake of supposing, or at
any rate of leading his readers to suppose, that evil
spirits can annoy and trouble all investigators into
Spiritualism in the same way that he has been plagued
——that they ¢ can throw on human beings hot intense
burning pains, &e.,”” and “ every thought we have is
instantly known to them.” Doubtless if we lead such
lives as to attract spirits of this kind, and by reason of
our mediumship they are able to plaee themselves en
rapport with us, aud obtain such power over us as they
evidently suceceded in doing oyver Mr. Meeson, then of
course his conelusions would be justifiable and his
advice would be sound.

Without a proper understanding of the subject Mr.
Meeson’s pamphlet is ealeulated to do Spiritualism harm
by deterring timid people from having anything to do
with it, and justifying the conclusions of those whose
interest it is to denounee Spiritualism as “ the work of
the devil.” # :

Tee Ust oF CrimE.—A Victoria editor says,—¢¢The
people in this region have become so virtuous and well
behaved, that it iz impossible for us to make an intercsting
daily paper. We hear that a shipload of convicts is on the
way to our virtuous port;, and we look for greater activity in
our local news department as soon as the passengers shall get
fairly ashore.”—7%he Printer's Register.

* There are cages on record—and ono notable case was published in the
first volume of 7The Spiritnalist—in which persons afflicted by what
doctors call ¢* hallucinations,” havo sat for the first timo in a spirit circle,
and been at oncoe cured, through other spirits thereby gaining power to
draw near, and to drive off the lower influonces. A strong mesmerist can
sometimes protect & medium from such influences. Mr. Mceson's facts
ought to make him reverse his advice, and recommend everybody to closely
study psychological phenomens, in order to gain knowledge enough to
sclentiflcally protect sufferers like himsclf. This is onoe rcason why wo
have given 80 much prominence of late in this journal, to exceptional cases
of obsecssion, at the risk of frightening the public. Tct us look all dangers
fairly in the face, and learn enough to save sufferers who now are frequently
unintentionally driven mad by members of the madical profession, because
the latter know so little about psychology.—[ED.]
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SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.
From © The British Journal of Photography.”’

Ir our senses perceive any phenomenon we do not under-
stand, and so strange that our reason at first refuses to inquire
into the likely causes of it, it is, in such a case, manifestly
our duty to see, first, that the new appearance is not opposed
to the known and clearly-demonstrated truth we are already
acquainted with ; and secondly, to make careful note of all
relating to such appearance, in order that if it re-occur a
sufficient number of times, and at the same time under the
observation of a strict and free mind, facts will become
plentiful cnough to point the way to the law or laws upon
which the strange phenomenon depends. It must be obvious
that if we refuse to sift and record appearanees which take
place, on the ground that they seem to go against our expe-
rience, then little fresh ground will ever be broken. But
what have the brains of our scientific men been employed in
during this century? Why, they have been making revecla-
tions, bringing to light, and reducing to law and usefulness,
principles that seemed opposed to all past experience and
knowledge. As, for instance, look at the deep-sca soundings :
the men so employed have brought to light facts that have
completely upset the notions held of organic life in the sea
even a few years ago.

I make these remarks as an introduction to some state-
ments I am about to make relating to some experiments in a
new branch of photography,—namely, the power or possibility
of photographing forms invisible to ordinary eyesight, and
that thcse forms indicate the presence of unseen intelligent
beings of some sort coutrolling the forms so photographed.

Last year, at this time, I made a long series of experiments
of the same kind. The results of these experiments have
astonished many scicentific men both in this and other coun-
tries. Many smiled, and said I was self-deceived ; all gave
me credit for truth, but few for braing. I can assure my
readers that one thing is true of me-—I always look right into
everything. T am pledged tonothing but truth, and if I see a
thing is straight I will not say it is erooked. Bimilar experi-
ments have been made by many men in various parts of
America and Europe. Some have been successful, some have
failed, and some, I believe, were guilty of deceiving in the
matter. My last year'’s experiments I recorded at the time.
I will now give briefly an account of my first experiment
this year.

I, accompanied by a friend, called to see a professional man,
whom we did not find at home. Being disappointed, I
observed, ¢ I have long wished to see Mr. Hudson, who is said
to have produeed ¢ spirit photographs.’” My friend agreed to
accompany me, and in a minute's time we were in a cab, on
our way for Holloway-road. I fully instrueted my friend as
to keeping my name unknown to Mr. Hudson. My companion
being an amateur photographer, he was easily  coached up
on that point. In a short time we were at our destination,
and, cabby discharged, we entcred a respectable-looking house.
The reception-room seemed as usual in ordinary establishments.
A lady remarkable in appearance attended to us. She was
most civil, modest, and unassuming in her bearing. The head
was broad set, indicating considerable balance of character.
After some talk I asked if her father ever made experi-
ments in spirit photography. She replied, ¢ Yes, sometimes.”
Was he successful ? “ Only occasionally.” She had just
taken from a drawer some samples to show us when Mr. Hud-

_ gson came into the room. I scanned him over from head to
foot. e scemed about fifty-six years of age, of a sanguinc-
nervous temperament, much like a retired aetor ; he possessed
a good frontal brain, but low in all the execntive organs, self-
esteem, firmness, and the instinct of persistence being all de-
fective—a man you would not take for a deceiver, yet one you
would suppose might be easily led.

But I find I must be brief. After sufficient conversation
for us to understand eaeh other, he said—* Do you know my
terms 1’ I answered, “ No.” He replied, ““ They are one
guinea, and I make these experiments. If nothing comes on
the plates I cannot help it.” The daughter had told us that
Mr. Young had tried and had a complete failure.

I then said, “ I suppose you will allow me a full chance,
along with my friend, of investigating the expcriments as
they proceed 7' He answered “ Yes,” freely. We then went
out to a garden and into ag common a glass room as any I
have been in for years. It had an A shaped roof, with light
on both sides, The side and roof lights were curtained with
what once had been white, but were now yellow curtaing. At
one end was a background painted seemingly in oil colonr, of

the usual tint. This stood about two feet from the wall, leaving
room for a person to sit or stand, in a partially dark place
behind it. At the other end the usual operating room, freely
lighted with yellow light. The bath wag acommon one, made
of porcelain, without casc or lid. The camera wag a well-
worn bellows one, ubout 10 by 8, drawn in to suit a portrait
lens of about six inches back focus. All the machinery I
most scrupulously examined, and at the same time had the use
of my friend’s eyes and other senses. I asked for the glass to be
used, and I secretly marked it. We saw it coated and pre-
pared.

The daughter was to sit as the medium. I said I would
rather she wounld stand by me than sit bchind the ground,
which was agreed to. All being ready, I sat profile to the
background, in order that I might see it, my friend at the
same time controlling the exposure. The sitting oceupied
about one minute. The result was a failure, no ghost being
then in attendance.

In the next experiment all was the same, except that the
medium sat behind the background. On the picture being
developed, a sitting figure besides myself came out in front of
me,.and between the background and myself. I am sitting
profile in the picture ; the figure in three-quarter position, in
front of me, but altogether between me and the background.
The figure is draped in black, with a white coloured plaid
over the head, and is like both a brother and a nephew of
mine. This last point I do not press, because the face is like
the face of a dead person, and is under-lighted.

In my last trial—all, if possible, being more strictly
attended to than before, and in the same place, relative to me—
there eame out a standing female figure, clothed with a black
skirt, and kaving white-coloured, thin, linen drapery, some-
thing like a shawl in pattern upon her shoulders, over which
a profuse mass of black hair loosely hung. The figure is in
front of me, and, as it were, partially between me and the
camera,

A fourth experiment was tricd, in which I did all the work
and my friend sat, but there was no result.

I wish, if this business be all deception, some one would
‘““ make a hole ”’ through it for me. Mr. Hudson was exceed-
ingly careless as to my doings. He left me in the dark room
many minutes together, and there was nothing I left un-
examined. Besides, in my own town, on Tuesday last, in
making a series of experiments, I got results of a singular
character, but which I will not publish until they are a little
farther advanced.

Now to conclude: if the figures standing by me in the
pictures were not produeed as I have suggested (remembering
their possibility has been otherwise proved), I do not know
how they were there ; but I must state a few ways by which
they were not made. They were not made by double expo-
sure, nor by figures being projeeted in space in any way;
they were not the result of mirrors; they were not produced
by any machinery in the background, behind it, above it, or
below it, nor by any contrivance connected with the bath, the
camera, or the camera slide.

T apologise for taking up so mueh space with this matter,
but I hope the inguiry will intcrest some of your readers. It
may not appcar to be capable of commercial application at
once; but surcly we arc not to measure all knowledge by that
standard. [f therc be truth in this matter, there is no truth
80 important to our race. JOON BEATTIE,

. Clifton, Bristol.

A Spiritual Society has just been formed at Fenton;
Mr. Enoch Webb is the secretary.

Lapy Docrors.—On Wednesday afternoon a meeting of
the Governors of the Bristol Hospital for sick Children and
Women was held in the Athenssum, in that city, for the pur-
pose of deciding whether future medical and surgieal appoint-
ments {n that institution should be open to lady eandidates, Mr.
Mark Whitwell presided,and there was a numerousattendance,
including several ladies, but few medical men. It was stated
that the surgical staff of the institution had threatened to
resign if Dr. Eliza Walker, who was a candidate for the office
of house-surgeon, was elected, as proposed by the committee,
but said they would reconsider their determination, if the
gubject was referred to the subscribers. The Rev. Prebendary
Percival, Head Master of Clifton College, proposed that the
medical and surgical appointments of the hospital be hence-
forth open tolady candidates. Mr. Augustus Phillipsseconded
the motion, and, after a lengthened and animated discussion,
the motion was affirmed by scventy-two votes to seventeen.—
Haverfordwest Telegraph.
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LECTURE BY DR. SEXTON,
", WHAT IS THE USE OF SPIRITUALISM ?

LAST Sunday evening,in the course of a lecture delivered at
the Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer-street, Regent-street, Dr.
George Sexton, M.A., F.R.G.8,, said that the present age was
essentially utilitarian, and that utility was made thetest of the
value of almost everybhing with which we had to do. This
was no doubt a very low view to take of great questions, and
arose out of the grovelling materialism that so abounded.
Men seemed to care far more for utility than for truth, where-
ag what we ought to do was first to ascertain if any theory put
forward were true, and procecd afterwards to discuss ity utility.
Truth-seekers were few, bututility-mongers very numerous. In-
stead of asking, ¢ Where can I find truth?”’ men now enquired,
“How can L get something useful ? ’ in other words *‘ that which
will bring me wealth.” The guestion cui bono ? had been asked
regarding cvery great discovery that the world had seen, and
with just as much reason as the question was now put respect-
ing Spiritualism. What was the use of geology { men enquired,
when that glorious science was first made known, Whatsaid
they now? What was the usc of dissecting butterflies, and
arranging beetles? What was the use of transcendental
anatomy !—the greatest discovery that had ever becn made,
gravitation alone excepted. When Thales rubbed a piece of
amber and found that afterwards it attracted light bodies,
such as feathers, towards it, people asked, * What's the use of
it?” When at a later period in the history of the same
gcience, Franklin made experiments with an electric kite,
folks langhed and said, “ What nonsense to be sure. What
good will come of it7” Look now at what came of these
trivial puerilities, namely, the almost instantaneous communi-
cation with friends thousands of miles distant. The speaker
then procecded to point out the influence of Spiritualism upon
the present age, and in the discussion of this, he divided the
subject under two heads :—1, Speculative ; 2, practical. The
speculative effects of Spiritualism were : 1st. The teaching
that the one absolute existence was spirit, and that matter
was one of its conditions—a philosophy in direct opposition
to the atheistic materialism of the age. Out of this
arosc the great question of the existence of God, a fact which
was now placed upor. a new basis in human thought. 2nd.
The immortality of man-—the most important problem that
man had ever had to deal with. This presented itself, in two
aspects—namely, personal immortality, and the eternity of
affection between one human soul and another. 3rd. Spivi-
tual communion. The practical effects of Spiritualism were
dealt with at great length, and comprised :—1st. The influence
of a belief in Spiritualism on men’s minds, with regard -to
man's cternal future, and in reference to spirit surroundings,
also in the moral tone of mind arising out of the belief.
2. The direct influence of the spirits themselves in suprae
mundane affairs, in alleviating physical suffering, in prevent-
ing physical ills, and in aiding men in doing right. The
lecturer here read some most interesting extracts from his
diary regarding the power of healing, which the spirits had
promised him, and which he had often exercised, but was
always very reluctant to speak of, because he shrunk from
anything that appearcd to savour of egotism, He also devoted
congiderable time to a discussion of the question of the in-
fluence of Spiritualism on society, in elevating mankind, and
aiding in great reforms. He expaliated on the great doctrine
of human brotherhood ag laid down in the New Testament,
and so clearly tanght by the higher class of spirits; he
pointed out the evils of everything like sectarianism and
dogmatism, and concluded an eloquent peroration with the
following lines:—

¢ But should tho bold usurping spirit dare
Still higher climb and sit in Moses’ chair,
Power o’'er my faith and conscience to maintain,
Shall 1 submit and suffer it to reign ?
Call it the ehurch, and darkness put for light ?
Falsehood with truth confound, and wrong with right?
No, I disputo the spirit’'s hanghty claim—
The spirit of tho world be still its name,

‘Whatcver called by man, ’tis purely evil,
*Tis Babel, anti-Christ, *tis Pope and Devil.

KEexr Wednesday evening Mr. C.T. B. Alsop will lecture
on Spiritualism at 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile End-road. Ad-
migsion free.

Dr. Grore® Sextor will deliver lectures in the
Worcester and Birmingham district during the week com-
mencing July 21st, Spiritual societies desirous of his aid
should communicate with him at once at 17, Trafalgar-road,
0ld Kent-road, London, S.E,

SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE,

OX the first of September next a handsomely printed
number of The Spiritualist will be issued, suitable for pre-
sentation to enquirers, full of evidence from beginning to
end, that Spiritualism is true.

Subscribers who desire to disseminate copies of this special
number, will be supplied with them at ten shillings per hun-
dred, or six shillings for fifty, on the understanding that the
number is supplied at this rate for distribution and not for
sale, and that the orders for copies shall reach Mr. Allen; our
publisher, at least a week before the paper is printed. Smaller
guantities than fifty cannot be supplied at the reduced
rate. :

Thus a mass of evidence in favour of Spiritualism may be
obtained, well printed on good paper, at a little over a penny
per copy. Great care will be taken in the selection of the
contents of the number, to interest the outside public in the
subject, without raising prejudices. Friends would oblige by
gsending in their orders without delay to Mr. E. W. Allen, 11,
Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul’s Churchyard, London, E.C.

A SPIRITUAL SOCIETY is in course of formation at Pim-
lico, It will meet at 47, Charlwood-street, Belgrave-road,
5.W.

Mr. Newron Crostawp’s book on dppaeritions, pub-
lished by Messrs. Triibner and Co., containg narratives of
some psychological experiences of relatives of the present
Prime Minister.

Ir was, perhaps, scarcely wise on the part of the Dalston
Asgociation to decide by a majority of one lash night, that the
payment for life membership should be reduced to £2 2s. I
will give residents in the neighbourhood the use of the many
privileges of membership at too cheap a rate.

SprriTUALIsSY IN OxFoRD.—A debate on Spiritualism
recently took place at a meeting of the Oxford Union Society,
in Cornmarket-street, Oxzford. This society iy a kind of
debating club for the undergraduates, who probably do not
please the University authorities by taking up the heterodox
and unpopular subject of Spiritualism, although the powers
that be cannot very well interfere. The speakers at the meet-
ings address each other as ¢ the honourable gentleman oppo-
site,” and make frequent remarks about ¢ the decisions of this
house,” consequenfly the debates are conducted with due
parliamentary dignity. The proceedings are rarely reported
by the Oxzford newspapers, which is much tobe regretted, since
many speeches of considerable ability, by rising men, who may
possibly make their mark in the future as great statesmen or
philosophers, are thus lost for ever. Such speeches would be
of more permanent literary interest than local police reports,
or the dreary records of the utterances at country Quarter-
Sessions and local Town Counecils, which now occupy so much
of the space of the Owford Times, the Chronicle, and other
journals. Mr, Gould introduced the subject of Spiritualism,
and he was well supported by Mr. St. George Stock, and others.
After a warm debate, it was decided, by a large majority, that
Spiritualism deserves scientific investigation.

A TrawcE LzcrurE.—Last Sunday night, a .public
trance address was given through Mr. Cogman’s medium-
ship, at the Rooms, 15, 8t. Peter’s-road, Mile-end-road, E.
The communicating spirit chose as the subject of his dis-
course—° Who shall roll away the stone from the sepulehre
of doubt?” He said that a stone is now lying before the
door of the sepulchre, and it is sealed by the priesthood,
whereby men’s minds have not freedom of access to spiritual
truths, Man’s spiritual nature demands at times spiritual
sustenance, but 1t is not always hungry, and the spiritual
nature may be covered over and lulled to sleep, until freed by
inspiration reaching it from within or from without. Com-
municating spirits did not wish to pain listeners by injuring
their doctrinal opinions, still it was their duty to comeand teach
men what they had learnt about spirit life since they left the
earth; it was their bounden duty to roll away the stone from
the sepulehre. Affer speaking at some length against priestly
authority, espceially over helpless children, the spirit said,—
““ When you sit down to dinner, you do not ask a priest to
attend and order what you shall eat or drink, why, then,
should you let him dictate to you or fo children what spi-
ritual food shall be taken? Clothe yourselves rather with
knowledge of your cwn weaving, and help to bring about a
new heaven and a new earth, when men ghall dwell fogether
in unity and peace.”
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DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO
SPIRITUALISM. :

Trr sixth balf-yearly general meeting of this associa-
tion took place last might, the 14th instant, at thc rooms,
74, Navarino-road, Dalston, London, Mr. Thomas Wilks,
President, in the chair. The minutes of the last half-yearly
general meeting having been read and confirmed, the -Presi-
dent called upon the Secretary to read the report of the
Council, with the balance-sheet, for the half-year ending
30th Junc last. The report, which was an exfensive one,
stated ¢ that the Association had been exceedingly pros-
perous, and had received most encouraging support from
various quarters. The accounts had been carefully audifed by
the auditors, Messrs. G. R. Tapp and R. Pomeroy Tredwen, from
which it appeared that the receipts during the past half-year
amounted to £28 13s. 7d., as against £18 2s. 10d. during the
preceding half-year ; while the expenditure was £21 9s. 43d.
up to 30th June, as against £11 19s. 3d., on 31st December,
1872. The stock account has been more than double during
the past half-year, the balance on this account being
£14 2s, 9d., as against £6 113, 1d. on 31st December last.
Ample explanations of the increased expenditure under
the various heads were made, the principal being on the
library stock account, from which the members derive
considerable benefit. Of fourteen applications for mem-
bership, Mr. J. C. Luxmore has been elected a ‘life
member,” Mr. Henry D. Jencken, M.R.L, as an ‘honorary
member,” and the rest as ‘ordinary members.’ Eight
notices of resignation have been accepted. The total
number of members on 30th June last was 41, as against 33,
28, and 27, for the three preceding half-years. The average
attendance at the seances was 14, the samc as during the pre-
vious half-year. Five special seances have been held—one
with Miss IJudson, and four with Mrs. ¢. E. Bassett, which
were very numerously and influentially attended by members,
The ordinary secances have been fairly successful, several
members of both scxes having shown mediumistic qualities.
Mr. G. R. Tapp read a paper on the * Philosophy of Spirit
Manifestations,” on 27th February last. The third annual
public lecture was delivered by Mr. George Sexton, M.A,,
M.D., &c., on 27th March, and Mr. IJugh McLeod, M.D., read
a paper on the © Science of Spiritualism,” on 26th June, each
of which was reported in the Spiritwalist newspaper. An
expression of indebtedness is due to the Hackney and Kings-
land Guazette and Eastern Post for the liberal notices of the
association in their columns during the past half-year. Most
valnable presentations to the library have been received
from Dr. Nichols, M.D., Mr. E. W. Cox, 8.L., F.R.G.S., Mr, W.
Crookes, ¢ Fritz,” Mr. Newton Crosland, Mr. R. Pomeroy Tred-
wen, and Mr. George Blyton. Several works are daily cxpected
from America, which will form a valuable acquisition to the
library stock. The report and balance sheet were then
formally adopted. In a short speech Mr. Wilks intimated
with regret that he was compelled to resign the presidentship,
but was willing to act on the council.

Several valuable works had been presented to the library,
which is now well supplied. The report and balance-sheet
were adopted. It was proposed that a reprcsentative from
this association should go to the Annual Conference arranged
by the Liverpool Society. It was proposed and carried that
Mr. Iarrison should be asked to represent the Dalston Asso-
clation at that Conference. It was proposed and carried that
the subscription for life membership be reduced from £8 3s.
to £2 2s. 'The following officers were elected :—Mr, Alfred
E. Lovell as president, in place of Mr. Wilks who resigned.
Mr, George Blyton, Mr. Joseph Stephens, Mrs. Amelia Corner,
Mr, Thomas Wilks, and Mr. K, J. Wilson, as the council, and
Mr. Thomas Blyton as secretary and treasurer. The mecting
separated after a vote of thanks to the retiring president was
carried unanimously.

ToE St. John’s Association of Spiritualists, Clerkenwell,
has suspended operationg during the summer months.

Mz. J. J. Morsg, the trance medium, is still full of
engagements to deliver public lectures and give private seances
at various towns in the North of England.

WE desire to call special attention to a notice in our
advertising columns of an important meeting to be held next
Thursday evening at the Cavendish Rooms on the Lunacy
Laws ; the bearing of these laws upon certain descriptions of
mediumship will incidentally come under consideration.

Last night a reporter from the Standard newspaper
attended the meeting of the Dalston Association. L

VERY good physical manifestations are usually obtained
at Mr. C. E. Williams’s Saturday evening seances.

Mr. Kniprow, medical bookseller, of High Holborn, has
some copies of Townshend’s standard work on Mesmerism for
sale, as well as many other rare pyschological and anthro-
pological books.

SpIrrrraLIsM IN East LoNpoy.—A new society has
just been started at Mile-cnd, with the excellent title of the
Spiritual Evidence Association. President, Mr. G. ¥. Snell-
ing ; council, Mr. John Norrig, Mr. W. Gummer, Mr. James
Young, and Mr, George Parsons ; secretary and treasurer, Mr.
Charles Wadsworth ; librarian, Mr, Cogman. The prospectus
says :—“In view of the many objections that have recently
been urged against modern Spiritnalism as prescnted by pro-
fessional or paid media, and the difficulties necessarily incurred
in gaining sufficient experience to enable persons to judge cor-
rectly of the reality of the various phenomena that oeccur, it
has been thought advisable by a few earnest inguirers, that
an Association should be formed for the purpose of collecting
the most reliable evidence on the subjcet within their; power,
either at private séances or otherwise. Accordingly a preli-
minary mecting was held on Wednesday, the 18th June, and
it was decided to establish an Association in this district,
which shall have for its object :—I. The formation of a
library of works on Spiritualism, to be circulatedamongst the
members only. 2. To obtain the best cvidence possible of the
truth of Spiritualism amongst the members and their friends
only, eschewing at all times the services of professional or
paid media.” The séances of the association will be held at
15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile-end, London, E.

ORr6ANISATION.—The chief immediate value of organisa-
tion among London Spiritualists would, perhaps, be the
formation of a fund to establish rcgular lectures on
Spiritnalism in the metropolis and elsewhere. Local efforts
might be encouraged by the central society guaranteeing a few
pounds towards the defraying of possible loss over any
lecture given by a speaker recognised by the association.
Lecturers are regularly paid in Liverpool, but not in London,
The socicty also might start a building fund, so that in time
Spiritualists would have a public building, with its lecture
theatre, in London. An organisation need not undertake
publishing business, or anything that might interfere with
existing or non.-cxisting private effort; publishing in con-
nection with Spiritualism would probably be profitable now
and clear its own expenses, or if not, many a person who has an
established bookselling business would willingly publish more
books on commission. There are friends of Spiritualism who
desire to subscribe to aid in lecturing and other public work,
but who do not do so because there is no organisation in
London to manage the work or to control expenditure, as in
Edinburgh, Liverpool, and some other large provincial towns,

A Prorosen ExcursioN.—Last night, at a meeting of
the Marylebone Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism, at
90, Church-street, Paddington, Mr. James Burns was voted
into the chair. A commitiee was appointed -to congider the
practicability of getting up an excursion or picnic near
London in conneetion with Spiritualism, the members of the
committee being Mr. Maynard, Mr. White, Mrs. Maltby, Mr.
Boting, Mr. Cowper, Mrs. Claxton, and Mr. Harpur. The
first meeting of the committee will be held next Friday
evening at eight o’clock, at the house of the secretary, Mr.
Charles White, 4, Gray-street, Manchester-square, Baker-
street. An excursion down the Thames in a steamer was
suggested. A steamboat to accommodate 300 persons could
be had for the day, it was stated, for £13. An excursion by
rail to Cassiobury Park, Watford, or to Knowle Park, Seven-
oaks, was also suggested, but nothing was decided, except that
the committee would communicate with other Spiritual
societies in Liondon, and. ask them to take part in the under-
taking. Last night, Mr. Burns suggested that the Marylebone
Society should engage Dr. Sexton to lecture on the tricks of
Messrs, Maskelyne and Cooke. The method of construction
of the cabinet of these conjurors, as already published with
illustrations in The Spiritualist, was explained fo the meeting,
Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Hocker, Mr. Freehold, and most of the
members of the Excursion Committee addressed the meeting
in the course of the evening, and Mr. Harpur said that Dr.
Liynn, the conjuror, was now attending seances regularly. He
had been at one with him last Sunday night,



266

THE SPIRITUALIST.

Jury 15, 1873.

PROFERSOR AGASSIZ UNDER MESMERIC
INFLUENCE.

Tue sclentific world is not generally aware that one
of its highest aunthorities—Professor Louis Agassiz—
was thrown into the mesmeric sleep when in the prime
of life, in the fulness of health and strength, and that
he wrote an account of his sensations at the time, which
aceount was published with his sanction.

Agassiz was born at Mottier, near the lake of Neuf-
chétel, in 1807, and was for many years professor of
natural history at Neufchatel. In 1846 he went to
America, exiling himself for the purpose of gaining
greater facilitics to pursuc his favourite studies, and in
1852 he was appointed professor of comparative ana-
tomy in the Medical College at Charleston. Very
recently, at the death of the late Professor Edward
Forbes, he was offered the chair of natural history in
Edinburgh, but declined it. His great scientific re-
searches in relation to fossil fishes, the structure of
animal bodies, the red snow of the Alps, and the
motions of glaciers, would occupy too much space to
summarisc at present, but only a few months ago we
heard Professor Tyndall, at the Royal Institution, re-
spectfully quoting Agassiz as a scientific authority in
the matter of the motions of glaciers,

Agassiz is still living in the United States. On his
fiftieth birthday, May 28th, 1857, Longfellow described
him as— :

He who wandered away and away,
‘With Nature, the dear old nurse,
‘Who sang to him by night and by day

The rhymes of the universe.

But in leaving home and friends for the sake of
science, he is not without his reward—

For whenever the way geems long,
Or his heart begins to fail,

Nature sings a more wonderful song,
Or tells & more marvellous tale.

On February 21st, 1839, Agassiz, who then was
thirty-two years of age, was mesmerised at Neufchétel
by the Rev. Chauncy Hare Townshend, A.M., of Trinity
Hall, Cambridge, and the deseription of his sensations,
written by Agassiz, was published in Townshend’s
Fucts in Mesmerism (London : Bailliere, 1844), as
follows :—

¢ 22nd February, 1839.

¢ Desirous to know what to think of mesmerism, I
for a long time sought for an opportunity of making
some experiments in regard to it upon myself, so as to
avoid the doubts which might arise on the nature
of the sensations which we have heard described by
mesmerised persons, M. Desor, yesterday, in a visit
which he made to Berne, invited Mr. Townshend, who
had previously mesmerised him, to accompany him to
Neufchiitel and try to mesmerise me. These gentlemen
arrived here with the evening courier, and informed me
of their arrival. At eight o’clock I went to them., We
continued at supper till half-past nine o’clock, and about
ten Mr, Townshend commenced operating on me. While
we sat opposite to one another, he, in the first place,
only took hold of my hands and locked at me fixedly.
I was firmly resolved to arrive at a knowledge of the
truth, whatever it might be ; and, therefore, the moment
I saw him endeavouring to exert an action upon me, I
silently addressed the Author of all things, besecching
him to give me power to resist the influence, and to be
conscientious in regard to myself as well as in regard
to the facts. I then fixed my eyes upon Mr. Towns-

hend, attentive to whatever passed. I was in very
suitable circumstances ; the hour being early, and one
at which I was in the habit of studying, was far from
disposing me to sleep. I was sufficiently master of
mysclf to experience no emotion, and to repress all flights
of imagination, even if I had been less calm ; accord-
ingly it was a long timo before I felt any effect from the
presence of Mr. Townshend opposite me. However,
after at least a quarter of an hour, I felt a sensation of
a current through all my limbs, and from that moment
my eyelids grew heavy. I then saw Mr. Townshend
extend his hands before my eyes, as if he were about to
plunge his fingers into them; and then make different
circular movements around my eyes, which caused my
gyelids to become still heavier. I had the idea that he
was endeavouring to make me close my cyes: and yet
it was not as if some one had threatened my eyes, and,
in the waking state, I had closed them to prevent him ;
it was an irresistible heaviness of the lids which com-
pelled me to shut them ; and, by degrecs, I found that
I had no longer the power of keeping them open, but
did ;hot the less retain my consciousness of what was
going on around me ; so that T heard M. Desor speak to
Mr. Townshend, understood what they said, and heard
what questions they asked me, just as if I had been
awake, but I had not the power of answering. I en-
deavoured in vain several times to do so, and, when I
succeeded, I perceived that I was passing out of the
state of torpor in which T had been, and which was
rather agreeable than painful. :

In this state I heard the watchman cry ten o’clock ;
then I heard it strike a quarter past; but, afterwards, I
fell into a deeper sleep, although I never entirely lost
my consciousness. It appeared to me, that Mr, Towns-
hend was endeavouring to put me into a sound sleep;
my movements seemed under his control, for I wished
several times to change the position of my arms, but
had not sufficient power to do it, or even really to will
it; while I felt my head carried to the right or left
shoulder, and backwards or forwards, without wishing
it, and, indeed, in spite of the resistance which I
endeavoured to oppose: and this happened several
times,

“I experienced af the same time a feeling of great
pleasure in giving way to the attraction which dragged
me sometimes to one side, sometimes to the other, then
a kind of surprise on feeling my head fall into Mr.
Townshend’s hand, who appeared to me from that time
to be the cause of the attraction. To his inquiry if I
were well, and what I felt, I found I could not answer,
but I smiled; I found that my features expanded in
spite of my resistance; I was inwardly confused at ex-
periencing pleasure from an influence which was mys-
terious to me. From this moment I wished to wake,
and was less at my ease; and yet on Mr. Townshend -
asking me whether T wished to be awakened, I made a
hesitating movement with my shoulders. Mr. Towns-
hend then repeated some frictions, which increased my
sleep ; yet I was always conscious of what was passing
around me. He then asked me if I wished to become
Iueid, at the same time eontinuing, as T felt, the frietions
from the face to the arms. I then experienced an in™-
describable sensation of delight, and for an instant saw
before me rays of dazzling light which instantly disap-
peared. I was then inwardly sorrowful at this state
being prolonged; it appeared to me that enough had
been done with me; I wished to awake, but could not.
Yet when Mr, Townshend and M. Desor spoke I heard
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them. T also heard the clock, and the watchman cry,
but I did not know what hour he eried. Mr. Townshend
then presented his watch to me, and asked if I could see
the time, and if I saw him; but I could distinguish
nothing : Iheard the clock strike the quarter, but could
not get out of my sleepy state. Mr. Townshend then
woke me with some rapid transverse movements from
the middle of the face outwards, which instantly caused
my eyes to open, and at the same time I got up, saying
to him, ““I thank you.” It was a quarter past cleven.
He then told me, and M. Desor repeated the same thing,
that the only fact which had satisfied them that I was
in a statc of mesmeric sleep, was the facility with which
my head followed all the movements of his hand,
although he did not touch me, and the pleasure which
T appeared to feel at thc moment when, after several
repetitions of friction, he thus moved my head at plea-
gure in all directions. Acassiz.”

MEDIUMSHIP OF AN ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY.

St. Dursrax, the famous Abbot bf Glastonbury, and
Archhbishop of Canterbury, was a man respecting whom
two very opposite opinions prevail. By some autho-
rities he is considered as an unscrupulous, plotting
charlatan, and by his admirers he is regarded as a
gpecial Ambassador of the Most High, He was pro-
bably one of the greatest men of genius and action that
have ever been created to mark an era in the world.
He flourished during the reigns of seven Anglo-Saxon
kings, from Athelstan to Ethelred IT. To his other
rare and surprising endowments he added the advantage
of being what we shonld now call a medium. His
mental accomplishments rendered him, at the com-
mencement of his career, a favourite at the court of
Athelstan.

One day, after treating the courtiers to a specimen
of his great musical powers, he hung his harp on the
wall ; no human finger was near the instrument, when
it was suddenly played with skill hy some unseen power,
to the astonishment of all the persons assembled. Modern
wiseacreism, of course, prates about secret machinery,
as if such clumsy trickery would have long remained a
mystery to the knowing investigators of the tenth
century, and the very witnesses of the performance.
Impounding the harp would have soon revecaled the
juggle, if any had been porpetrated; there was the
miracle, and 1t did not admit of a mechanieal explana-
tion, Good society behaved then, as good society be-
haves now, when it meets with supernatural circum-
stancos ; it coolly sought a solution of its difficulties by
denouncing St, Dunstan as an ally of the devil. The
Saint was stigmatised as a wizard, and compelled for a
time to abandon his sovereign’s court. Truth and
nature would not sabmit to be thus despised and per-
secuted, and the unfortunate object of the world’s
slanders and suspicions subsequently acquired, as we
well know, a great reputation for sanctity, and became
the intellectual and ecclesiastical ruler of Kngland.—
From ¢ Apparitions,” by Newton Crosland.

Tue REv. J. Murray SPEAR~—DMrs, Tebb, of 20,
Rochester-road, Camden-road, London, N.W., has now re-
eeived altogether about £35 for the benefit of Mr. Spear, and
wishes the former friends of that gentleman to make up the
sum t0 £50, before she remits it fo him at Philadelphia. Mr.
Spear’s kindly ways, and his desire to benefit Spiritualism,
gained him many friends in England, who, we hope, will not
forget him now that he nceds help,

THE *SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER.

As the public subscription list for the defrayment of
a portion of the expenses incidental to the fortnightly
(instead of monthly) publication of Z'he Spiritualist is
about to be closed, a very brief review of the past may
be of interest. In the first number of L'he Spiritualist,
issued November 19th, 1869, the foll owing statements
were made in the opening address to our readers :—

Spiritnalism in England has long been represented by three periodicals,
all published monthly, namecly, The Spiritual Magazine, ffuman Nature, and
Daybreak., The Spiritual Magazine was first published in January, 1860;
Human Nature in April, 1867 ; and Daybreak in June, 1868. The Spiritualkist,
igsued for tho first timo this day, is not started for the purpose of competing
with the three journals just mentioned, but is intended to occupy new
ground, and to meet s want as yot unsupplied. At tho Gower-street Con-
ferences last winter, several of the speakers mentioned the want of reports
and records of public meetings connected with Spiritualism, and one chiof
object of thig new journal is to chronicle the proceedings of such assemblies.
Another featuro of Z%¢ Spiritualist will be its scientific character,

The Spiritualist was the first of the existing news-
papers connected with the movement. When it was
first started all the other periodicals were published
monthly, and devoted to articles of a magazine character ;
shorthand reports of moctings, or regular reports of cur-
rent events, were not published before its advent.

Our opening address went on to say :—

At first this journal will be published fortnightly, to *“feel the ground,”
before its transformation into & weekly paper—a step which, together with
other improvements, is likely to be made before long, should all go well.
Much care will bo taken to make Z7e Spéritualist usefnl to the pioneers of
the greatest movement of modern times, so it is hoped that it will mecet
with a friendly recoption from all engaged in the noble work of strengthen-
ing the chain of comununication between this world and the spirit-land,
and of clearing away the mystery which ignorance throws over the life
beyond the grave. .

It was soon found that the field of operations was
not large enough for a fortnightly journal, so after a
short trial The Spiritualist came out monthly instead of
fortnightly. Shortly after this Daybreak was changed
into a newspaper, its size was changed, and ifs name
was altered to The Medium, published weekly, price
one penny. Of course the expenses of such a step were
enormous, and continue at the present day; the editor
recently published in a leading article that at present
every number which sells for a penny costs threc half-
pence. The conscquent cxpenses were met by the
introduction of the subseription system into spiritual
literature. The incessant demand on the part of The
Medium for heavy subscriptions has been all along, and
is now, generously met by Spiritualists, whercby the
richer people connected with the movement confer the
boon upon poor Spiritualists of a weekly paper at much
less than cost price. When. communities gain, indi-
viduals should be content to suffer, so we have been
tolerably contented while watching the underselling of
this journal going on in consequence of the puhblic sub-
sidies, knowing that the poorer Spiritualists were gain-
ing thereby. London lecturers, however, have heen
losors by the system. Liverpool and Manchester
Spiritualists are able to pay weekly leeturers, all their
funds not being demanded for one special purpose.

The last periodical introduced into Spiritualism is
The Christian Spiritualist, published monthly, price
twopcence.

The Spiritualist set its face to its own disadvantage
against the subscription system for more than two
years, but it being evident that the subscription and the
self-supporting systems could not fairly be worked side
by side, a temporary subseription list was opened, which
tended to produce the permanent result of the present
fortnightly publieation of this journal., Notwithstand-
the existing permanent heavy demand for subsecriptions,
the appeal was responded to most generously, all we
agked for being subseribed, as the following list shows :—
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Charles Blackburn, Esq, .
A Friend ... .-
«A Friend at » Distance # .
A. L. Elder, Esq per Benja; nCoIemmn, ESq
¢ A Friend.” . .
M. Alexandre Aksakof (St. Petersburg)
‘W. Tebb, Esq. v
Enmore Joneﬁ Esq.
C. F. Varley, Esq,
Mrs. B. M. Cox ... ..
¢ Truthseeler™ (leelpool)
Sir Charles Isham, Bart, .
Thomas Grant, Esq
J. C. Luxmoore, Esq
.Tusmce e
I Ghﬂly Esq MD,per Ben]&mm Coleman, L‘sq.
Friends at Brixton :—
Miss Ponder ... . .
Miss E. Ponder .., ..
Mrs. Rudd ... . ..
“TLongfellow "
Mr. Withall ... e aee ser e i e e
Mr, E.BIrd ... .o cr v e e e e e e 10
Mr, George DawsSom ... . .ie cee sen e see aee 10
Mr. Dawson ROZErS ... ... .o eos see wne i eue 10
Mr. Rogers .. 10
Mr., Dcsmonanzgemld 10
Mrs. Gunyon ... ... 10
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“ Bitterness” ..

S A Friend " (Temple)

N. T, Daw, Esq.

Richard Be:umsh Esq TR S

James Wagson, Esq

Stanhope T. Speer Esq MD... .

Algermon Joy, Esq., per Ben] amin Colema.n Esq

The Countess of Caithness

Mr, and Mrs. Edmiston

G-. N elson Strawhridge, Esq.

ty G. Atkinson, Esq, I

T ohn Bea,‘me, Esqg.

“A Friend " (Bloomsbury)

Mrs, Hennings ...

¢ A Friend ” (M&nchester)

Benjamin Coleman, Esy.

E. Musgrave, Esq.

Wy

A Clergyma,n ‘ot the Church of Entv}a,nd per Ben]amm Coleman,
Esq. ... .

B.W. Pycock Esq

Arthur Maltby, Esq. ..

William L. Shearwood, Esq

G. Thomson, Esd.. M.D.

Mrs. Robert Camphell, per Bcn]a:mm 0010ma,n Esq

Oscar von Hoffmann (Lelpzxg), per Ben]amm bolemau, Esq

‘A Friend,” F.R.8. . aee

Miss Klsllngbury

Mrs. Makdougall Gxevor

Miss 3. H. Douglas,per Bcnja,mm Colema,u Ilsq

“A Friend™ . e

John E. I’urdon, Esq, M. B,

J. Craig, Esq.

G.D. (Ha.ckney), Balance in excess of pubhshmg acconnt
* Thig amount has not been received, and the name of the donor hasbeen

mislaid,

The subscription list will be closed in fourteen days’
time, so any well-wishers who desire to add their con-
tributions are requested to do so at onece.- The list, as
it stands, amounts practically to a strong vote of confi-
dence, nearly if not quite all, the chief literary and
scientific ladies and gentlemen conuected with Spiritual-
ism being included, though some of them anonymously,
and we very sincerely thank one and all for their
support.

The gentlemen who have subscribed exceptionally
large sums since this journal first started, to aid it in
its work, are—Mr. C, F. Varley, F.R.S. (who also first
introduced the editor to Spiritualism and its pheno-
mena) ; Mr. Charles Blackburn, of Manchester; Lord
Lmdsay, who bought and circulated many thousands of
copies; Mr. BenJamm Coleman, who introduced a large
number of new subscribers ; Mr. J . C. Luxmoore; Mr.En-
more Jones, who not only subscribed, but went to the
expense of advertising the Spiritualist at all the stations
on the Metropolitan Railway ; Dr. Gully and Mr. Wil-
liam White, who have aided it by contributing much
valuable literary work ; and Mr. Thomas Blyton, who
has given not a little hard work connected with
the business of the office. Some persons have
offered heavy subscriptions if the journal would
take some particular line of action, but such attempts
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to interfere with its freedom have been made in vain.
Spiritual journalism, of course, involves heavy money
losses ; and although the Speritualist has kept itself in
the background in the matter of asking for subserip-
tions—indeed, stood out for years against the subscrip-
tion system—it will be seen that it has not been with-
out friends and supporters. Moreover, it has been
steadily, though slowly, increasing in circulation ever
since the first number was issued, and has now also an
intelligent body of readers in foreign countries.

Very shortly The Spiritualist will be published
weekly, in accordance with the original programme.

The spread of Spiritualism can be very efficiently
aceclerated by the printing press, so those who desire
to aid the movement by subscriptions, may, perhaps, as
well expend it over printing as over lecturing ; still, as
we have often said, Spiritualists.should organise, and
elect officers, so that all financial matters may be con-
sidered and controlled by representatives appointed by
the subseribers themselves. This would secure judi-
eious expenditure, and be a guarantee that the results
of the expenditure should be useful and permanent.

Any further subscriptions should be remitted to
“N. F. Dawe, Esq., Portman Chambers, Portman
Square, W.,” and we have to thank him very much for
the time and work he has given to this matter.

-

STEREOSCOPIC SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

IN another column Mr. Beattie has described some photo-
graphic expcriments of an extraordinary nature which have
been conducted in his presence, and has hinted at others which
have been conductcd by himself under other circumstances.
Everyone who knows Mr. Beattie will give him ample credit
for being a thoughtful, skilful, and intelligent photographer,
one of the last men in the world to be easily deceived, at
least in matters relating to photography, and one quitc in-
capable of deceiving othcrs; and yct Mr. Beattie comes
forward with a statement resulting from expcriments per-
formed by himself or in his presence, which, if it mecan
anything at all, means that there is, after all, really some-
thing in spirit photography—at any rate, that figures and
forms which were not visible to those in the studio, and which
were not produced by the operator, have been developed upon
the plate with quitc as much, and in some instances more,
vigour than the visible gitter. The main facts once admitted,
the question arises—By what means are these figures formed
upon the collodion film? The first impulse is to attribute it
to a double exposure on thc part of Mr. Hudson, the photo-
grapher. But hcre a diﬁ‘iculty interposes—Mr. Hudson need
not be present at all; indeed it is but an act of justice to that
gentleman to say that, when we were trying expcriments in

- his studio to determlnc the truth of the so-called ¢ spirit”

photography, we obtaincd entire possession of his dark room,
employed our own collodion and plates, and at no time during
the preparation, exposure, or development of the pictures was
Mr. Hudson within ten feet of the camera or dark room, Ap-
pearances of an abnormal kind did certainly appcar on several
plates, but by whatever meang they were causcd—aund on this
we do not intend at present to speak—the photographer had
nothing whatever to do with their production. Neither will
the  previously-used.plate ' theory apply in this case, for the
plates were gquite new, and were obtained from Messrs, Rouch
and Co. a few hours before they werc used ; and, apart from
the fact of their never having been out of our possession, the
package was only undone just beforc the operations were
commenced. A step, and a very scnsible one, towards
endeavouring to elucidatc the mystery has, during the present
week, been taken by Sir Charles Isham, a gentleman who
takes a very strong interest in this subject. Hc has provided
a binocular.camera for the purposc of carrying on the experi-
ments; o that if any “ appcarances’’ are visible on the plates
in future, their exact relationship to the sitter will be more
readily apparent than heretoforc. We shall report the results
of the experiments with Sir Charles’s camera,~British Journal
of Photography, July 11th, 1878,



Jury 15, 1873. THE

SPIRITUALIST.

269

Corresponuence.

[Great freedom is glven to correspondents, toho somelimes express opinions
diametrically opposed to those of this journal and is readers.]

SUBSTANTIAL AND POTENTIAL NATURE.

Sir,—What Dr. Gully says about the worship of force is all
very right, but does not the same apply to matter and spirit?
For are not the terms interchangeable? If matter is force,
then foree is matter; but force must be force of something—
call it matter or spirit, and cannot be properly used to desig-
nate the thing of which it is the force. Again, thought implies
g thinker, and you cannot say with Hegel that the thinker is
thought. Then, again, a thought must be a thought of some-
thing, or of some quality of something, though the idealist
denies that there are any such things to think about, for with
him a thought is a thing; whilst Professor Huxley asserts
that the terms ‘‘ matber >’ and ‘¢ spirit ”’ and ¢ force *’ refer to
an imaginary substratum that is unknowable. But how then
does he know that there i such a substratum ? This he does
not inform us. Then we have Professor Tyndall defining
matter or the substratum thus — If these statements startle,
it iz because matter has been defined and maligned by philo-
gophers and theologians who were equally unaware that it is,
at bottom, essentially mystical and transcendental.,” And if
we refer back to Bacon, we find him declaring most positively
that whatever matter may be, we find it to be the scurce of all
the phenomena observed ; and again, that the subtle nature of
matter is beyond the power of the senses or of the understand-
ing to grasp—in a word, incomprehensible in itself, “ except
that the nature of anything is known in what it does.” Then
it is clear that if psychology is to advance and be anything
more than a bigoted adherence to unreasonable opinions con-
cerning the terms matter, or spirit, or force, we must first and
before all endeavour to clear the ground from the despotism of
words, and let the terms used be clearly defined. ¢ Conjure
with them—the name of Brutus will start a spirit as soon as
Cwsar.” And I do not think the spirit would be greatly offended
if we were to affirm that the subtlety of the substance we term
“matter,” was as inconceivably refined as what we can con-
ceive of what we term * spirit,”” go that there can be no intel-
ligible reason for the distinetion, each condition having its
ossential nature or law, ag air differs from earth. Thus Dr.
Gully is quite right about the foolish notion that the term
“force’’ explains anything, and is, in fact, everything ; for, as
I have said, if matter is force, then force is matter, and it is
a mere question of terms, except that you bring in a confusion
by improperly using the term, designating the property for the
thing itself. Then again, as to the supposed something referred
to by Dr. Gully, regarded by some as a guiding intelligence, by
others as a formative law, the source even of intelligence, it
must be the intelligence or law of something, even of that very
“mystical ” substance which we must honour and respect for
what it does, without foolishly imagining the what or the why
of its ultimate nature. Hengy G. ATRINSON.

18, Quai de la Douane, Boulogne-sur-mer.

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIENCES.

S1R,—Will you, or some of your readers, kindly inform me
to what cause, or causes, the following events are to be attri-
buted? I will endeavour to be ag brief as possible, and com-
mence by stating that when in town I went to a public dark
seance, and the night after, just before going to sleep, I
distinctly saw through the dim light of the room what
appeared to me a dense black cloud, coming quickly towards
me from the extreme end of the ceiling. My first impulse,
which I acted on, though I am not a Roman Catholic, was to
gtart up and make the sign of the Cross in the air ; afterwards
I gaw nothing more.

‘When next in town I went to another seance. Two nights
afterwards, on awaking, I saw a bright oval-shaped light near
the ceiling ; it remained a few scconds, then something
lightly touched my feet, and passed along to the throat, when
my whole face, for a short time, was fanned with a strong,
very cold wind, as if a great bird were flapping its wings over
me. At the moment I likened it to that in my own mind.

Having now returned home, I persuaded my husband and a
lady who was staying with us to iry and get a small table to
turn. Patiently enough we sat for some nights in a half-
darkened room, yet not the slightest manifestation took
place. Shortly afterwards, one morning at breakfast, my
hugband said to me, I saw one of the most astonishing
things last night I ever saw in my life. The room was pitch

dark, yet there was such a bright light shining all over your
face. 1 could distinctly see every feature, and that you were
sound asleep. It remained some little time, and then passed
away.” It struck me as being the more strange, as that very
night I had been dreaming of my dear father, and that he
was speaking to me as he might haye done in the old days of
his earth life.

Another day, in driving home, we saw a figute in the
distance coming towards us up the street. My friend and I
exclaimed in astonishment, “Is not that C——?”" for we
believed him to have been many thousands of miles away.
He deliberately stopped when near us, looking at us with a
fixed earncst countenance as the carriage passed. Our
astonishment was unbounded, especially as the figure was still
standing Jooking after us, “Look ! Look! You must look
back,” my friend said, excitedly, ‘it is either he or his
fetch.”” I turned. Still the figure was there. I looked
again—it was no longer to be seen, A short time afterwards
we heard he had died abroad, and about that time; till the
exact date is known, we cannot tell whether on that particular
day or not.

T'he last occurrence, Iwill now relate, happened since then.
One night, inlooking for a particular paper, I came across one
written by him. My thoughts were sad. I remembered how
far from all his own people he had passed away ; a strange
nervous feeling came over me, “ Surely 1 have seen him since
then,” I thought; and in the broad daylight, two distinct
knocks were heard. The paper fell from my hand. ** Did you
not hear them?” I inquired of my husband. “Yes,” he
answered, ‘“ two knocks near the window ; the wind, I sup-
pose.” To me they seemed to come from the opposite side of
the room, I summoned courage, and said, * If there is a
spirit in the room, I hope it will knock three times, or twice,
if preferred.” Again came two knocks. “I am not con-
vinced,” I said, ¢ knock again.” I waited a few minutes,
but no answer ; another moment, and two distinet knocks
were heard. Speaking of the wind had put doubts into my
mind, 30 again I said, ¢ Knock once more.”” A few seconds
after, as- our room was darkened for the night, for the fourth
and last time, two knocks came, and on each occasion heard
by both of us. I would have continued speaking, but my
husband no longer believing it was the wind, objected to my
doing so. The night was perfectly calm, not a leaf stirred,
but had it been otherwise the “fickle wind ’ was scarcely
likely to have made the four distinct sets of knocks, when
requested to do so, and only then.

Now, how is it that these things, with others I dare not take
up your space by mentioning, have happened? Also that my
dreams, chiefly of those who have passed away, are so mar-
vellous, yet I lack the medial power to turn a small table, or
obtain a stroke of spirit writing, after having sat many times,
pencil in hand? My friends take no interest in Spiritualism,
yet show their profound wisdom by laughing at what they do
not even try to understand, therefore my investigations must
be carried on alonme. Can that be accomplished? I must
either believe in, and welcome Bpiritualism as a mighty
truth, or put it away from me for ever as a cowardly un-
truth, becanse those dear dead ones it professes to bring back
have no power to proclaim their immortality. I cannot
believe it to be this, because even bad men and women have
a certain respect for the dead; and why should spiritualists
be worse than such? Are there not men of learning and
honour to be found among Spiritualists? Likewise, men
devoid of both, as in all classes of society; although these
latter also exist, I do not say it is all “ humbug.” Because
ignorant, dishonest quacks are in the world, would it be
sensible to say medicine is all ¢ humbug ;” they are all alike,
there is not a wise and honourable physician to be found? I
want one convincing proof of the truth of Spiritualism. Only
tell me how that can be gained, and I shall be most thanlkful.
I enclose my card, but do not wish my name or address to
appear in print. ENNESFALLAN,

July 11th, 1873.

TaE distribution of the spiritual leaflets containing the

1 chief results of the investigation of the Dialcetical Committee

is still going on. ™ The Marylebone Society of Enquirers into
Spiritualism desires to thank Mr. N, F. Dawe for his present
to the society of four thonsand leaflets and one sovereign.
Some of the leaflets shonld be putin circulation in fashionable
watering places, which are now beginning to be thronged
with visitors who have nothing to do, and might be glad to
have their attention drawn to Spiritualism.
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SPIRIT IDENTITY.

Tae following letter requires a few words of explanation
to make its object plain. Most physical medinms have one
gpirit almost constantly with them, This spirit also is the
most powerful in producing the voice and other manifesta-
tions. Those who have had opportunities of studying
mediums know that the likings and dislikings, the aims,
interests, objects, and thoughts of the medium, and of this chief
working spirit are so bound up together, that it is difficult to
detect their separate mentalindividuality. That the spirit does
physically what the medium cannot do, may be seen at every
seanee. Mr, Everitt has notieed the mental similarity, for
recently, in a letter to this journal, he narrated as an interest-
ing circumstance that John Watt had proved his individuality
agquite distinet from that of Mrs. Everitt’s, and we asked Mr.
Everitt how he proved it? Distinct mental individuality of
gpirits is sometimes proved through mediums, but with all
our practical experience we have never seen it proved hy the
ehief working spirits, the Johns and Katles, who seem to live
continually with the medinms, and to know nothing not
known to the medinm, or which they might not ascertain by
elairvoyance. Iere is the letter :—

To the Editor of the ** Spiritualist.”

SIr,—Being present on a visit at thc residence of Mr.
Thomas Everitt, Hendon, last Monday weck, when a letter of
yours arrived, asking his evidenee, or proof, of the distinct
identity and individuality of spirits who eommunieate by the
audible voiee, and who manifest independently of the will or
power of the medium :—As I was one of a eirele which was
held in the dining-room of Mr. Everitt’s house thc previous
evening, where we had good evidenees of this, I propesed in
addition to anything that Mr. Everitt might send you, to re-
late briefly some points whieh arrested my attention in the
manifcstation of the spirits that evidenced an individuality
other than that of Mrs. Everitt, who was the medium on the
occasion. During the whole seance Mrs. Everitt was in a
wakeful, conseious state, which, as I understand, is very un-
usnal and, I observed, she joined, in the eonversation carried
on with our immortal friend, “John Watt,” who sustained
his part very agreeably in the andible voice ; Lalso noticed very
closely that at one time the conversation was carried on solely
by John and Mrs. Everitt, who asked for some information
from him touehing private matters, he replying more than
once to her interrogations before the questions had entirely
escaped her lips. His replics were given in a most natural
manner, the sound of his voice sometimes apparently coming
from near the ceiling, at others elose to our cars.

I observed on that, as on other oeeasiong, John Watt nsed
language beautifully expressive of the ideas he wished to eon-
vey—so foreible, lueid, and flowing were his remarks, that it
was palpable to the most superficial observer present that in
language and expression at least be possessed intelligence far
exceeding not only tite medium, but any person present in the
flesh.*

I had, before our meeting -commenced, expressed a strong
wish to get a piece of direct writing, executed solely by John
‘Watt, or some other spirit friend. And totake you baek again
to the eommeneement of the seance, we had sat sometime with-
out any evidence of John's presenee, but “ Nippy *’ (a boy whose
individuality or the earth plane was commeneed in one of the
South Sea Islands, but now an active and useful spirit at
Mrs. Everitt’s eirele), who was then entertaining us by his
interesting manifestations of spirit power; was rcquested to
g0, if he could, and make our wish known to Johm, whieh he
promised to do. After a brief interval, we were regaled by
exquisite perfumes and brilliant spirit lights, the latter were
seen in all directions ; perhaps the most beautiful rising ont
of tne very eentre of the table we were setting round. Next
a cardboard-tube was eaught up into the air, and from it pro-
eeeded John’s voiee, who addressed me thus:—*¢ Well, Brother
Hinde, you desire a letter in-direct spirit writing, and you
shall have it,”

On the table were some blank squares of paper and a
pencil. One of those squares we heard taken up high above
our heads, and for a period of about ten seconds, or till you

* This is the natural “ opinion” of an observer, while surrounded with all
the marvels and novelties of a good seance.

count to ten, we heard the tracing sound of the pencil upon
the paper apparently held round the tube. I then felt the
paper placed lightly npon my hands, heard the tube thrown
down and the peneil put solidly upon the table as though
accompanicd by the weight of a hand and arm, one end of
the peneil coming into contaet with the table before the rest
of it. On getting a light, we found the following writing
traced upon the paper.

Dear Friend and Fellow-Worker in our glorious cause,~—~You have ex-
pressed a wish for a piece of direct writing. We most gladly comply with
your jrequest, and may the eternal bond of friendship now established be
more and more frmly rooted and grounded in one—the eternal source of
all happiness—our Father God. We, a band of loving brothers and sigters,
bid you God speed, and will help and strengthen you in your labour of love.
Go on, my brother, do your duty as you see it laid out before you, and
happiness in the future will be your reward. May our Father bless you
and yours with every temperal and spiritual blessing.—Fratcrnally thine,

JOHN WATT.

I need not here express the feelings which the perusal of
the above kindled within the inmost recesses of my soul, for,
apart from its importance ag an evidenee of direct spirit-
power, to me, at least, it was significant as an encouragement
eoming from that world where we know our most sceret
thoughts are known and read, and onr unfulfilled intentions
a cognizable reality patent to its cthereal inhabitants.

G. R. IINDE.

Rastbourne, Darlington, July 3rd, 1873,

There is nothing in John Watt’s letter above Mrs. Hveritt's
capacity, The conversation between the medium and the
spirit bears only upon the admitted fact of separate physical
individuality, which nobody questions. An occasional visitor
to a powerful spirit circle eannot deal with the question we
have raised, which presents far more perplexities to~Mr.
Everitt, and to experienced observers, than it does to Mr.
Hinde, Has Mr, Everitt ever heen able to prove ome of
John Watt’s statements about his earth life? An observer
must know the thoughts, aspirations, and particular circum-
stances of a medinm at the particular time, to be able to see
what influence they have over the ntterances of that particular
spirit who is almost constantly with the medium. When this
chief working spirit gets power to make himself visible, he is
obliged to take on some of the features of the medium, so as
to look partly like the medinm and partly like somebody else,
so that even his physical individuality is not absolute while
manifesting.

The following extract from Swedenborg’s Spiritwal Diary
probably has some bearing upon the true solution of the
problem, for Swedenborg says that spirits and mortals who
have strong affinity for each other, think together, but believe
that they arc thinking independently,—a kind of unconscious
synchroniety of thought:—

After I had been for some time in that state in which there
were apparently no spirits around me, suddenly the state was
ehanged and the spirits began to address me, and they
described to me the state in whieh they were, when I wasg, as
it were, by myself in thought. They said that they knew no
otherwise than that they were the persons who thought, and
who thus meditated, and, as it were, spoke with themselves.
Those who were nearest [in spiritual state] believed them-
selves to be the very individuals who thought, but those who
were more remote believed this less, and those still more
remote believed it still less.

Mg. Coeman’s WorK.—Mr. Cogman, as is well known,
has worked steadily for ten or fifteen years to disseminate a
knowledge of Spiritualism in East London, and at the present
time hag thrown the two ground floor rooms of a house in a
respectable street into one, and neatly furnished and carpeted
the rooms, in which he and others deliver lectures on Spirit.
valism twice a week, admission free. Séances are held in the
same house. The district is a poor one, and ag Mr. Cogman
depends wholly on “voluntary contributions to carry on the
work, we do not know a case in London more deserving of
gupport, or more needing it at the present time, Very often
the rooms are filled with listeners, and Mr. Cogman’s trance
addresses are of betfer quality than average sermons, Hig
address is 21, St. Peter’s-road, Mile End-road.
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B "IS8 GODFREY, CURATIVE MESMERIST AND
RUBBER. Clairvoyant RExamination and completo Diagnosis,
One Guinen. Mesmerising or Rubbing, One Guinea per weel, and travelling
expenses. .
I\Iz)riss Godfrey may be seen, by appointment, at 161, Hampstead-road, N.W.

R. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at home
daily, to give Privato Seances, from 12 to 5 p. Private Seances
attended at the houses of investigators. Public Seances at 61, Lamb’s
Conduit-streot, on Monday evenings, adinission 2s. 6d.; Thursday ovenings,
5s.; and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists only, 5s.; at 8 o'clock each
evening. Address as above.

R. J.J. MORSE, TRANCE-MEDIUM, IS OPEN TO

receive engagements in London or the provinees, to attend Seances,
or address public meetings. Mr. Morse holds a Seance every Friday cven-
ing at § o'clock, at 15, Southampton-row, W.C., when he is in London,
whero letters, &c., may be addressed, or to his private residence, Warwick
Cottage, 014 Ford-road, Bow, E,

ISS HUDSON, Normal Clairvoyant and Prophetic

Modium, is at Home daily (Sundays excepted) between Twelvo

and Six oclock, to hold Private Sesnces. Terms—IFivo Shillings each

visitor. 46, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury (dircetly opposite the British
Museunt).

MESMERISM AND CLAIRVOYANCE.

ROFESSOR. ADOLPHE DIDIER (28 Years estab-

lished) ATTENDS PATIENTS and gives his Consultations at his

residence daily, from Three till Five o'clock.—19, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-
square.

Price 6d. Cloth, 9d. Post free. ,
EAVYEN OPENED.—Parr IL. being further descrip-
tions of, and advanced teachings from, the Spirit Land. Given
through the medinmship of F. J, T, With an Appendix containing tho
Seripture proofs of Spiritualism,
J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row, W.C.; E, W, Allen, 11, Ave-Maria lans, E.C.
Also Part I, price 6d. Cloth, 9d.

ANTED.—The First Number of the First Volume of

the Spiritual Magazine, to complete six volumes for binding.

Address—Secretary of thejDalston Association of Inguirers into Spiri-
tualism, 74, Navarino-road, Dalsten, E.

‘ ‘7 ANTED TO PURCHASE a complete set of the
Spiritual Magazine, State condition of volumes sand price to A. G,
_care of the publisher of Z%he Spiritunlist, 11, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C.

Now Ready, Price Sixpence. .
OD AND IMMORTALITY, viewed in relation tfo
Modern Spiritualism. A discourse delivered in the City Hall Saloon,
Glasgow, on Sunday evening, February ¢3rd, 1873, by George Sexton, M.A.,
M.D., LL.D,, D.Sc., Honorary Member of L’Accademia Dei Quiriti, at Rome,
&c., &c., &c.
T London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row, W.C.

ACTS IN MESMERISM, with Reasons for a Dis-
passionate Inguiry into it, by the Rov. Ch.II. Townshend. Third
edition, with a new proface, and enlarged, 8vo, 38, 6d. (published 9s8.). The
most philosophical work on the subject.
H. B. Kimpton, Medical Bookseller, 82, High ITolborn, W.C.

SPIRITUAL LEAFLETS. — Handsomely-printed Blue
Leallets, containing instructions how to formn Spirit Circles, the
results of the investigation of the Dialectical Society, and other informa-
tion, may bo obtained in packets, each containiug 400, priee 2s. 6d. per
packet. They arc espocially useful for distribution at public meetings, also
in railway-carriages, letter-boxes, ‘reading-rooms, clubs, and places of
public resort.

E, W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, 8t. Paul's-churchyard, London, E.C.

RUSSELL, BOOKSELLER, STATIONER, &e.,

o 238, STAFFORD-STREET, WALSALL. Z7he¢ Spéritualist and

other Spiritual Publications kept on sale. Bookbinding in all its branches
at London Prices. Machine Ruling with accuracy and despatch. Sta-
tionery—Superfine Note, 6d, per quarter ream; ditto Envelopes, 14d. per
packet, 4s. 6d. per 1,000. Albwwmns, scraps, ladies’ satchels, &e., in great
variety. Printing.—W. R. having entered into partnership with Mr.
Cooper in tho printing department, is prepared to oxecute orders at a few
hours’ notice. Taste and Stylo guaranteed. Fifty Visiting cards (without
expense of plate) 2s.; per post Zs, 2d. Country Orders promptly attended to.

ARON FRANKLIN, PRESERVER OF BIRDS AND
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EVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESERVES
INVESTIGATION.

SPIRITUALISM deserves investigation because withinthe last twenty years

it has found its way into all the civilised countries on the globe; it has also
a literature of thousands of volumes and not a few periodicals.

The London Dialectical Socicty, Adam-street, Adelphi, under the pre-
sidency of Sir John Lubbock, Bart., M.P., appointed a Committee to inves-~
tigate spiritual phenomena. The Committce was appointecd on the 26th
January, 1869, as follows:—

“H, G. Atkinson, Esq., F.G.S., G. Wheatley Bennett, Esq.; J. S. Bergheim.
Esq., O.E.; H.R. Fox Bourne, Egq.; Charles Bradlaugh, Esq.; G. Fenton
Cameron, Esq., M.D. ; John Chapman, Esq., M.D.; Rev. C. Maurice Davies,
D.D.; Charles R.Drysdale, Esqg,, M.D. D. II. Dyte, Esq., M.R.C.S,; Mrs,
D, II. Dyte; James Edmunds, Esq., M.D.; Mrs. Kdmunds, James Gannon,
Esq.; Grattan Geary, Esq.; BRobert Hannah, Esq., F.G.S.; Jenner Gale
Hillier, Esq.; Mrs. J. G. Hillier; ITenry Jeffery, Esq.: Albert Kisch, Esq.,
M.E.C.8.; Joseph Maurice, Esq.; Isaac L. Meyers, Esq.; B. M, Moss, Esq.;
Robert Quelch, Esq., C.E.; Thomas Reed, Esg.; C. Russell Roberts, Esq.,
Ph.D.; William Volckman, Esq.; Horace 8. Yeomans, Esq.

“Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry Lewes, to be invited to co-
operate, Drs. Chapman and Drysdale and Mr. Fox Bourne deelined to sit,
and the following names were subseguently added to the Committea;—

“George Cary, Esq., B.A.; Edward W. Cox, Esq., Serjeant-ut-law;
William B, Gower, Esq.; H. D.Jencken, Esq., Barrister-at-law; J, H. Levy,
Esq.; W.H, Swepston, Esq. Solicitor; Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.R.G.8.;
Josiah Wehber, Esq.”

After inquiring into the subject for two years, the Committee issued its
report, which, with the evidence, forms a bulky volume, published by
Messrs. Longmans, Amnong other things this Committce reported:—

1. That sounds of a very varied character, apparently procceding from
articles of furniture, the floor and walls of the room—the vibrations
accompanying which sounds are often distinetly perceptible to the touch—
oceur, without being produced by muscular action or mechanical con-
rivance.

“92, That movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical
contrivance of any kind, or adequate excrtion of muscular force by those
present, and frequently without contact or connection with any person.

“ 3, That these sounds and movements often occur at the time and in
the manner asked for by persons present, and by means of a simple code
of signals, answer questions and spell out coherent communications.

One of the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society reported :—

““Your committee studiously avoided the employment of professional or
paid mediums. All were members of the committee, persons of social
position, of unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary object, having
nothing to gain by deception, and everything to lose by detection of im-
posture,”’

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES.

INQUIRERS into Spiritualism should begin by forming spirit circles in
their own homes, with no Spiritualist or professional medium present.
Should no results be obtained on the first occasion, iry again with other
sitters. Onc or morc persons possessing medial powers without knowing
it arc to be found in nearly cvery household.

1. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool rather than
warm—Iet arrangements be made that nobody shall enter it, and that there
shall be no Interruption for one hour during the sitting of the circle.

2. Lot the circle consist of four, flve, or six individuals, about the same
number of cach sex. Sit round an uncovered wooden table, with all the
palms of the hands in contact with its top surface. Whether the hands
touch each other or not iz usually of no importance. Any table will do,
just large enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The removal
of & hand from the table for a few scconds does no harm, but when one of
the sitters breals the circle by leaving the table it sometimes, but not
always, very considerably delays the manifestations.

8, Beforc the sitting hegins, place some pointed lead-pencils and some
sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write down any communica-
tiong that may be obtained. .

4. People who do not like each other should not sit in the same circle, for
guch a want of harmony tends to prevent manifestations, except with well-
developed physical medinms; it is not yet known why. Belief or unbelief
has no influence on the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is
a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in general conver-
wation or in singing, and it is best that neither should be of a frivolous
nature. A prayerful, carnest feeling among the members of the circle gives
the higher spirits more power to come to the circle, and males it more
difficult for the lower spirits to get near. . .

6. The first symptoin of the invisible power at work is often a feeling like
a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The flrst manifestations will probably
be table tiltings or raps.

7, When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to avoid
confusion, let one person only speal, and talk to the table as to an
intelligent being. Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean “Yes,”
one means * No,” and two mean *Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrange-
ment is understood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If 1
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every time I.come
to the letter you want, and spell us out & message? " Should three signals
be given, set to work on the plan proposed, andfromthis time an intelligent
system of communication is established. L )

8. Afterwards the guestion ghould be put, “Are we sitting in"the right
order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some members of the
cirele will then be told to change seats with each other, and the signals will
be afterwards strengthencd. Next ask, “ Who is the medium?” When
spirits come asserting therasclves to be related or known to anybody present,
well-chosen questions should he put to test the accuracy of the statements,
as spirits out of the body have all the virtues and all the failings of spirits
in the body. . )

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of an impulsive,
affectionate, and genial nature, and very sensitive to mesmeric influences.
The majority of media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the medium and all the
members of the circle are strongly bound together by the affections, and
are thoroughly comfortable and happy; the manifestations are born of the
spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental influences of earth,
Tamily cireles, with no strangers present, are usually the best.

Possibly at the first sitting of & circle symptoms of other forms of
medinmship than tilts or raps may make their appearance.
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