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STAGE IMITATIONS OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

‘Wz have received the following letter from Mr.
Coleman :—

o the Editor of the © Spiritualist.”

S1r,—You had an article recently to account for the pro-
bable way in which the Maskelyne and Cooke performances
were managed, from which I entirely dissent, and for this
reagon, that I believe these men are remarkable mediums,
and that the chi¢f feats which they do,—viz., the getting in
and out of a corded box, getting out of the stocks, and in and
out of the cabinet, in an instant of time, are accomplished by
spiritual agency, and may be placed in the same category as
the passing of flowers and living animals in an instant of
time, to a closely sealed room, through all barriers which I
and others have more than once recorded, and are, I think,
spiritual facts of great significance. Before, however, we had
any such proofs of living animals passing through matter, as
are now known to most Spiritualists, I had heard of isolated
instances of this nature, and in 1865 the evidence was brought
home to me in Liondon, and established in the most satisfac-
tory manner ; and again in Glasgow, in 1866 (see the Spiritual
Magazine of February, 1866).

About the beginning of 1865, and arising out of the excite-
ment caused by the extraordinary exhibition of the Davenport
Brothers, T heard from one and another of my acquaintances
on the Stock Exchange that there was a clerk to a member,
who was exhibiting at his own house, and for the amusement
of his friends, some startling phenomena which even trans-
cended in wonder anything done by the Davenports.

This person was Mr. J. H. Addison; and the statement
made in the private office of my friend, Mr. James Hutchin-
son (the late chairman of the Liondon Stock Hxchange), to
him and myself, by his successor, the then chairman of the
London Stock Xxchange, Mr. Selons, who, with hig brother
{also a member of the Stock Exchange), had been, on the pre-
ceding evening, to the house of Mr. Addison, and witnessed
phenomena which they described as follows :—

. They. were _ntroduced, they said, into a plainly-furnished
dining-room, in which there was & large-sized screen, resting

at first against the wall, and were shown an ordinary straight-
waigstcoat, which had been lent by Dr. Hawkins (who was
known to the party of thres who were there. assembled), a pair
of handeuffs (which Mr. Addison had bought from a first-class
shop in Cornhill), a set of manacles, such as are used for con-
viets, and a large-sized box with lock and key. The screen
was afterwards placed at one end of the room, and Mr. Selons
was requested to put the waistcoat on Mr. Addison, which he
did, by lacing it behind his back, sealing the knots, and then
bringing the long sleeves across his chest and under his arms,
tied them also at his back. Thus, to all appearance helpless
and perfectly secured, Mr. Addison walked behind the screen,
and in one minute he came forth with the waistcoat in his
hand, and the knots and seals undisturbed, as Mr. Selons had
left them.

The handeuffs were then fastened on his wrists, and the key
kept by Mr. Selons. Retiring, as before, behind the screen, he
presented them in an instant to Mr. Selons, still locked, and
in another instant he showed his wrists shackled by the same
pair of locked handcuffs.

Mr, Selons and his brother then fastened the same handeuffs
on him, as well as the iron fetters around his ankles, and,
tying him in a sack, led him behind the screen, from whence
he again emerged in one minute, with all the articles in his
hands just as they had been left secured by them. Iinally,
he allowed himself to be foreed into the hox, which was much
too small for his natural size, and which was then locked and
corded by them. In this instance he had stipulated that they
should leave the room, and return in two or three minutes,
which they did, and found him at the table drinking his wine,

.the box being in the game state as theyhad left it.

The room was fully lighted throughout, and being asked
how he accounted for the marvellous facts they had wit-
nessed, whether he attributed them to jugglery or some oceult
force, he declined to answer ; but he emphatically said—
“ Upon his honour as a gentleman,” that the appliances he
used on that and every similar exhibition were bona fide, and
that they were not, as a conjuror’s would be, prepared for the
purpose in any way. And Mr., Addison repeated these stato-
ments in a letter he published in the Standard, March 21,
1865, in which he says—*‘It was a real straight-jacket, real
handeuffs, a simple box, with no secret springs and no dupli-
cate key ; the sack used was not a trick one, but fairly made
and sewn together,” &c. An eye-witness, who wrote in Al
the Year Round, April 16, 1866, corroborates all these state-
ments.

Upon these points, however, from their own observation,
Messrs. Selons were quite satisfied; but they told him it was
not fair to refuse to say whether it was one thing or the other,
ginee they did not ask him for his secret, and he was not, they
supposed, about to make it & profession.

But Messrs. Selons did not know, ag 7 know, from a letter
Mr. Addison wrote to me at the time, that he seriously con-
templated leaving his clerkship in the Stock Exchange, and
taking to the exhibition of his marvellous powers as a profes-
sion. And I have a letter in my possession which he wrote to
the manager of the Hanover-square Rooms, asking for ferms
on which he could engage them for ¢ a similar exhibition to
the Davenports.”

In addition o the astounding facts which Messrs. Selons
witnessed, Mr. Addison seriously asserted that he had the
power of making himself invisible. He could, he said, allow
himself to be screwed up in a coffin, or be covered by an
extinguisher, and yet he could escape from it unseen by the
bystanders. He possessed, in fact, the same powers asthe so-
called Indian juggler, whose recorded feats have been wit-
nessed by thousands in the East, have perplexed and puzzled
all to find a solution, notwithstanding that they are so poor
that a few rupees is a welcome reward for an exhibition made
on the bare earth in open day, surrounded by many specta-
tors. Yet no European hag ever brought the Indian’s secret
to HEngland. And why? Because he, like the Davenports
and other gifted medinms, possesses no juggler's secret which
he can teach another to practise successfully.

About four years ago, I went tosee the Maskelyne and Cooke
exhibition in a country town, and I saw at once, which re-
peated visits tended to confirm, that here was the very power
for which I had been seeking ; and making their acquaintance,
I told them that I was a Spiritnalist, and I recognised the
same power in them, whatever that might be, which the
Davenport’s possessed. But I thought they marred its effect
by attempting to ridicule Spiritualism, without at least offer-
ing a reasonable explanation that the Davenports were
tricksters, and this they did not, as I know they cannot do.
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From the conversation I had at that time with Mr. Maskelyne
and his manager, I came to the conclusion that they neither
of them knew anything of Spiritualism ; but they found they
had a power which they developed by practice, but which does
not belong to a juggler’s art; and so I believe at first it was
in the case of Mr. Addison. .

Very much impressed with the exhibition, I sought the
managers of the Crystal Palace on my return home, and, from
my representation, they consented to have Messrs. Maskelyne
and Cooke to give them three private seances, with a view to a
business engagement at the Palace, which, however, did not
come off at that time. My idea was that the public would be
forced to accept, under the guise of legerdemain, the so-called
¢ tricks ’* of the Davenport’s, which, like these men's ¢ tricks,”
no one ever found out, and why? Because they, too, like the
Indians, are, to my mind, singularly gifted medinms. The
private performances took place, and created the nsual sur-
prige, though they were given in a limited space, not larger
than many drawing-rooms, and the spectators, for the
most part, were permitted the closest inspection of all
the arrangements. Mr. Alfred Wallace accompanied me, and
agreed with me in my view of the phenomena. I don’t know
whether he has had reason to change his views since, but
I have not, though I know that many Spiritualists differ from
me ; and one who ought to know has even assured me that he
can explain all the tricks—as tricks—which Messrs. Maskelyne
and Cook do; yet I am contented to risk whatever reputation
I may have (having recorded, for many years, all the principal
phenomeng which were doubted by most Spiritualists, and are
now recognised as facts) upon the fact, that three or four of the
principal feats accomplished by Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke
cannot be explained by any juggler, and are to be attributed to
thejpossession of the same power or force which the Daven-
ports, the Glasgow medium, the Indian juggler, and Mr. J. H.
Addison have, whatever that power or force may be.

If, sir, I should be wrong in my judgment, you will, no
doubt, since you are one of those who do not agree with me,
permit me sufficient space, if needful, to recant my error in
your journal, which I ghall gladly do if any one will give a
reagonable explanation of the modus operandi by which these
men succeed in puzzling the multitude, and secure to them-
selves the exclusive right of maintaining a position not held
by any other conjurors. B. CoLEMAN.

Upper Norwood, April 26th, 18783.

Mr. Coleman is such an old and faithful worker in
the cause of Spiritualism, that opinions expressed by
him always deserve respectful attention, so it is with
the more regret that we find ourselves to be totally at
variance with him on the subject of the performances
of Maskelyne and Cooke, That most of the tricks of
the latter are effected by the use of a movable mirror, as
published in these pages, we consider to be an estab-
lished fact. The sides of the cabinet are covered with
diagonal lines, to prevent the fine lines of the edge of
the mirror from being scen when it is in the position
described in the Spiritualist of March 15th, and the
lamps are to illuminate the roof of the cabinet. Pro-
fessor Pepper’s beautiful illusion of ¢ The cherubs
floating in the air,” was produced in the same way; the
lluminated roof, in his case out of sight of the andience,
represenfed the moon and stars shining forth in the
midnight sky, and the mirror, at an angle of forty-five
degrees, caused the illuminated transparency to appear
as the background, before which the heads of four very
beauntiful living children were floating in mid-air,
singing— '

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide,
The darkness deepens, Lord with me abide,

The children sat under the looking-glass, with their
heads projecting through holes in it. Some wool was
disposed round their necks and the backs of their heads,
ostensibly to represent clouds, but in reality to hide the
edges of the holes in the glass, and to prevent portions
of the backs of their heads being reflected by the glass.
Mirrors are commonly used in this way to make a hox
or cabinet with much in it, appear to be totally empty.

Moreover, sinee our last article on the subject
was printed, Mr. G. Nelson Strawbridge, entered Mr.
Maskelyne’s cabinet, with a bradawl, and expressed his
desire to bore a hole in the roof at W, Fig. 1, to which
Mr. Maskelyne said, I object.” Mr, Strawbridge found
that there was a large panel there, with a crack all round,
so as apparently to be not the true roof of the cabinet,
Dr. Sexton found the same, and told us that the expla-
nation published in these pages, virtually, though not
in minute detail, accounted for the phenomensa seen
during the performance. Mr. Pomeroy Tredwen has
come to the same conclusion, as will be seen by the
following letter :— )

To the Editor of the * Spiritualist.”

SIR,—As the feats recently exhibited by Messrs. Maskelyne
and Cooke at the Crystal Palace and St. James’s Hall have
excited great interest and curiosity, and have been commented
upon in your paper of the 15th ult., I venture to address you
some rcmarks on what I observed on Friday the 18th inst.,
the occasion of their last performance at St. James’s Hall,
which, if you deem worthy of publication, may be confirmed
by the observations of some of your readers.

Certain Spiritualists have not hesitated to affirm positively
that Mr. Maskelyne must certainly be a medium to accomplish
such wonders. As I do not at all share this opinion, I will,
with your leave, record what I heard and saw. Megsrs.
Maskelyne and Cooke, though asserting that all they perform
is due to their own skill alone; and respectfully declining to
accept for Mr. Maskelyne the questionable honour of being a
medium, and though denouncing mediums ag humbugs, yet
admit the possibiliby of obtaining spiritual manifestations,
and do not positively affirm that he is not a medium. I feel
sure that no one, whose * wish was not father to the thought,”
would, for a moment, consider their exhibition as an ezposé, or
explanation of Spiritualists’ manifestations, either & Iz Home
or d la Davenport Brothers,

I secured a seat in the centre of the stalls which afforded
me an excellent view of the performance. When the cabinet
was submitted to inspection, I, among others, examined its‘
sides, interior, and top. It stands about one foot off the
ground, on four legs. The great thickness of its sides, and
its interior being covered with carpet all over, are certainly
not at all “& lo Davenport.” To explain my theory of the
internal arrangements, I must refer to the annexed plan, Fig.
1, in which A E is the back of the eabinet, H K is a shelf
covered with carpet which slopes to the back at an angle of
about twenty degrees ; along the outer edge of this shelf a
fringe K R, is tacked to conceal the inclination of the shelf,
and below 1t the space can be hidden by a slight red curtain

A w P NB

H\ FlG.1,
)

Y, drawn from side to side. In the roof at B a rather stout
bar runs from side to side, under which there is a spring roller
blind J (for what object I cannot discover), while at N, im-
mediately behind and parallel to the bar, is o division in
the carpeting (which I pointed out to some standing by), and
this, considered with the slope in the shelf, gives the clue to
the trick. The roof from A to N must be in two thicknesses,
of which the lower one A B, hinged at A, falls into the posi-
tion A K when desired, so as easily to conceal two men lying
on the shelf H K ; while having a mirror on its upper surface
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it reflects the carpeting on the lower side of the top thickness, as
though it were that at the back of the cabinet. From a hur-
ried glance at the exterior of the roof, and the division in the
wood from side to side near P, I think it very possible that a
portion of it may fold down on A K, and permit an escape on
to the roof, unless this is visible to the occupants of any
balcony or gallery which may chance to be in the theatre
uscd. This mirror is certainly concealed where you indicated,
for Mr. Maskelyne, while administering heavy blows to the
back and sides of the cabinet, dealt mercifully with its roof.
1 should have much liked permission to bore a hole through
the roof at W, and to chalk a horizontal line on the side from L
to M. Immediately within the folding doors at I), on the sides
and near the roof, are two very necessary lamps, which
throw the shadow of the bar at B as far as W. The shadow
W N, when reflected from A K, occupics the place of that cast
by the shelf against the rcar of the cabinet, which reccives
the glare of the footlights, and is marked G H. The mirror
being down, the shaded carpet W N, made visible at G II,
receives the reflected light of the two lamps and the rays of
the footlights, but when the mirror is up, the shaded carpet
G H rceeives the downward light from the hall, and the direct
rays of the lamps ; thus the shadow at G H seems cver the
same. Now as to the slope of the shelf. No one in the
audience could see the top of the shelf—that is, no onc sat
above the line H I, for in that case he would find it appearing
and disappearing in turn, as the mirror was changed in its
position.

Mr. Maskelyne called particular attention to the box Fig. 2,
upon which he had expended the thought and labour of years.
I could not find any defcct in the box, and only remarked
the great thickness of the sides as compared with the top.
Not having seen how the box is covered with canvas, but
only corded, and the knots sealed, I can only suggest how the
ascape is effected. The ‘¢ gorilla’ heing locked in the box,
Mr. Maskelyne corded it in his own way, leaving sufficient
end for a gentleman from the audicnce t¢ sccure the ends in
another direction, as you suggested. This done, it sccmed to
me that he placed the wax and had it sealed swhere ke pleased,
viz.-——along the top of the trunk, and then locked it into the
cabinct. Presently, the back of the stage being meanwhile
watched by the scrutineer from the audicnce, the box is taken
out and found as before, but empty. The exact modus
operandi is difficult to explain, but I would suggest that the
egress of the prisoner is assisted by a second person concealed
in the cabinet when the box was. introduced, for the scruti-
ncer never cntered and cxamined the interior ; and further,
that one of these performers presently steps out as Will Con-
stant, while the other remains inside when the curtain falls.
The escape fron1 the box (Fig. 2) is most probably effected by
one of its sides, A B, the inner lining of which, being in one
picce, cither folds inwards on hinges at A, as centre and radius
A B, or clse slides bodily into the positions D E and F G,
while the outer side removes in pieces so as to allow the pas-
sage of the body between the cordage.

Claverton-street, 5. W. R. POMEROY TREDWEN.

The use of the blind B, Fig. 1, may be to prevent
portions of the centre of the roof from being seen, either
by direct vision by persons scated at a low elevation, or
by reflection, from near X, by persons: seated at a high
elevation in front of the cabinet, When the mirror is
down, there must be a ridge along the roof at N, not
visible before. The blind, morcover, gives the power
of regulating the length of the shadow W N.

The man is too closely packed in
the box, Fig. 2, to allow the side e
to fallin, in the direction B C. The A P
idea originally published in these
pages gives the more probable ex- |
planation, namely, A B D E, I'ig. 4,
is the lid of the hox, with hinges ™
between A and B, and the lock
midway between D and E. Itis
usually corded as shown by the
dotted lines, Mr. Maskelyne first
innocently cording it from F down-
ward, and the scrufineers uext
cording it in hot haste in the di-
rections N N, R R, to keep the lid

w

FI6. 4,

down, as they think, The performers then place the
box in the cabinet themselves, with the end A D
uppermost; the scrutincers should insist upon that
end being turned downwards, to the great delight
of the performer inside. The day we saw the per-
formance, the mirror was up, and no confederate in the
cabinet, when the box was placed thercin. But the cording
and the sealing of the knots in no way prevents the end
W W from swinging open, or the man from getting out
when the detents holding W W in its place are released.
The box is a good specimen of cabinet-maker’s work,
consequently, it is useless to try to open the lid W W,
cither by rapping upon it or looking at it. The thing
is to release the detents, and this is done, very probably,
by the act either of shutting or locking the box. Seru-
tineers, consequently, must begin their work by de-
manding the key of the box, and if W W docs not then
open, or come off bodily, with ease, they should lock
one of their number inside the box, to exert muscular
pressurc against it from within, as Mr. Maskelyne’s
gorilla does under similar conditions..

Much has been said about Mr. Maskelyne cording,
sealing, locking, and canvassing himself inside the box
in a private drawing-room, and without the aid of a
confederate. Let the box be first corded, canvassed,
and sealed everywhere, except over the false upper end
A B, shown in Fig. 3, the cord then is passed over that
end at EF. When the lid X H is open, the length of
canvas shown by the dotted line N A E H probably
droops in the direction V B, consequently, when the
performer gets inside and closes the lid, the piece of
canvas falls naturally into its place over the top end of
the box, which was the only part uncovered before
the performer went inside. The drooping end B would
then overlap the other portion of the canvas at W.
Most likely the end I B is not so long as shown in the
cut for the sake of clearness, but ends at V. In per-
forming this trick, there is always the danger of the
end A B being untidily covered with the canvas, as the
performer inside cannot finally smooth it out. Conse-
quently, we asked Dr. Sexton, who has seen the trick
performed, whether the end A B was covered evenly ?
He replied—¢¢ No. The canvas was lying on the top
in a most untidy manner.”

The following extract from the Norwood News shows
the position taken by Mr. Maskelyne in his platform °
ufterances relating to Spiritualism :—

Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke have continued their enter-
tainment during the week in the prescnce of crowded
audiences. On Monday, Mr. Maskelyne alluded to Mr.
Jones’s letter, which we printed last Saturday. He said that
that gentleman, who had been treated with the utmost
courtesy during the preceding week, had thought fit to make
further statements respecting their performances, to the effect
that he had found out a part. In so saying, Mr. Jones had
stated what was not the fact. He did not know if he were in
the room, but, if so, he should be gratified by his making his
appearance on the stage, when every facility would be given
him for renewed investigation. (Checrs.) He did not know
why Mr. Jones felt aggrieved, but supposed it was because he
(Mr, Maskelyne) had stated that many so-called spiritual
manifestations were capable of being produced by mere
trickery. He did not deny but that many at present incom-
prehensible things did take place, but all he wished to do was
to caution the public against attributing to spiritual agency
everything for which they could not account. (Cheers.) The
performance then proceeded, being agreeably diversified by
shouts for “ Jones’’ from the audience, and a large amount of
“chaff ” freely bestowed on various uufortunate individnals
belonging to the committee of investigation, who were wrongly
supposed to be the gentleman in question.

The following report of a burlesque of spiritual phe-
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nomena was published in the Leeds Mercury of April
24th :(—

Those who enjoy being puzzled are likely soon to find
ample entertainment in the Music Hall at the hands of Herr
Dobler. He does not begin his pnblie performanees there till
Monday night, but we have had an carly opportunity of seeing
the wonders he can do, and they are certainly worth
deseribing. The preliminary display of his powers took plaee
during a private dark scamee in one of the rooms at the
“ Queen Hotel,” where about twenty impartial gentlemen
(chiefly eonnceted with the press) met by invitation of Mr.
Alexander on Tuesday afternoon, When he came before this
limited company, Herr Dobler explained that his objeet wag
to perform the prineipal feats of pretended ¢ Spiritual me-
diums,” without at all professing the aid of disembodied
gpirits. In the eourse of this explanation he referred with
amusing frequeney to some * Very Rev. Dr. Ferguson’ as
ehief apostle of the supernatural pretensions formerly made on
the faith of similar achievements by the Davenport Brothers.
It will be remembered that these exhibitors of the ghostly
delusion visited Leeds some years ago, and nfet with de-
eidedly rough treatment from a seeptieal audienee, whose
eommittee sought to impose rather searehing tests. No fault
eertainly on this seore ean be found with our present visitor,
for he appears to eourt elose examination, and readily puts
himself under the most trying eonditions. During the first
minute or two of darkness in the room, Herr Dobler tightly
bound himself to a ehair with two long pieeces of stout rope.
His hands were found tied behind his back, with the knot—
an apparently seeure one—between his wrists. While he was
so fastened, body and limbs, the lights were again put out, and
a series of what]are ealled “manifestations” at onee took
place. An innoeent-looking tambourine and bell, which had
before lain in peaee on a little table, beeame quite disorderly
in their behaviour, The bell rang as it tumbled hither and
thither. At the same time the tambourine (upon which a few
drops of phosphorie oil had been rubbed, to make it luminous)
was both seen and heard to float about with an irregular
movement, sometimes over the heads of the bewildered com-
pany. TUpon light being restored the erratie artieles lay on
different parts of the floor, where they had just fallen, and
Dobler was still sitting in eomposure, tied firmly to his chair,
As if to inerease previous diffienlties, the knot in the rope was
then stamped with a signet and some sealing wax, while oneof
the gentlemen present sat near, with hisfeet upon thoseof the
performer and his hands upon the other’s knees. Again the
gas was turned off, and again the strange manifestations were
promptly rcpeated, ending in the restless tambourine being
found upon the head of the gentleman deputed to hold Dobler.
His testimony was that about a second after the light was ex-
tinguished, he felt hands passing through his whiskers and
hair, but no museular exertion ‘was perceptible in the per-
former’s feet or knees during the darkness. It wasg still more
remarkable that a doetor, who happened to be present and
felt Dobler’s pulse, testified that the pulsations were not ae-
eelerated, nor were the hands swollen or overheated, ag might
have been expeeted in the cireumstanees. Strange as those
feats were, others yet more unaceountable followed. Another
very brief interval of darkness, and this time the performer,
although still bound, was diseovered to havc put on (with his
arms properly through the sleeves), a light topeoat, which one
of the gentlemen present had taken off the previous minute.
Darkness onee more, and the eoat was quiekly thrown baek to
its owner, without any ehange in Herr Dobler’s eomplieated
bonds. A like feat was performed with a lady’s muff, snatched
in the dark from the hand of one of the eompany, and a mo-
ment or two afterwards found enelosing Dobler’s left arm, a
little above the seal, whieh still remained unbroken. The per-
former invited explanations or theories, but none were offcred.
Some might naturally think at first that there must have been
accompliees in the room, but the speetators were soon eon-
vineed that this was not the ease, The only person, indeed,
at all open to any suspieion of eonfederacy was Mr. William
Alexander, proprietor of the entertainment, but. he stood away
behind the eompany, not at all near Herr Dobler, and more
than onee invited any of those present to hold him during the
manifestations. There was probably little doubt amongst the
party, that Dobler did eontrive in eaeh interval to disengage

his hands and arms from the ropes, but it is eertain that no- |

body eould even guess how this was done. We understand
that the dark seance above deseribed will be given at each
publie performance by Herr Dobler at the Music Hall during
his stay in Leeds.

Herr Dobler it seems began by ¢ binding himself” to a
chair, ¢ What spiritual medium, who invites tying as a
test, is cver permitted to bind himself?” He is usually
bound with tape, not rope, by independent persons, and
the knots sealed with private signet rings.

The tricks of jugglers do no harm to Spiritualism ;
they never shake the confidence of any Spiritualist,
and they advertise the movement. They injure only
the moral nature of those men who pass their lives in
bringing false charges of imposture from public plat-
forms against innocent people.

Much more attention has already been given in these
pages to the various stage performances, than the
importance or educational usefulness of the subject
deserves, so if any correspondents have anything
further to say about the matter, they are requested to
briefly confine their attention to essential points only,
so as not to take up more than an inch or two of space.

SPIRIT FORMS, AND SUGGLSTIONS AS TO THE
MANAGEMENT OF CIRCLES.
BY J. . LUXMOORE,

As I occupied so much space in the Spiritualist
about a month since, I must now endeavour to be
brief, and, with this object, I will not particularise the
days on which the phenomena I am about to record
took place (Miss Cook being the medium), but as far as
possible confine myself to what appears to me fo be
either an increase of, or an addition to, the manifesta-
tions which have already been published.

I must first observe that Katic, when appearing in
full form, is able to endure a much stronger light than
heretofore. About a fortnight since, Katie asked for a
benzoline lamp, which she directed me to give her; it
had a small, but rather bright flame. She held it
within a few inches of her face, so that all might sce
distinetly. This was on the side of the cabinet the
furthest from me. Her hand trembled considerably, as
if she had some difficulty in holding it, and after a
short time she told me to take it; if I had not done so,
I think it would have fallen. She then came out on
my side of the cabinet (I was directed to sit quite
close), again took the lamp, and our faces not being
more than, if so much as, twelve inches apart, she held
the lamp between us, so that had there been the smaliest
spot on her face, I must have seen it. -She remained in
this position about a minute.

On two other occasions we, with Kalie’s consent,
have tried the magnesium light, in order to see if it
would be possible to obtain a photograph. The first
day, and while appearing in full form, she endured the
light for about two seconds, and, of course, for that
time the whole room was brilliantly illuminated. At
a second trial, on another evening, she stood it twice,
and for three or four seconds each time,

Another new phase in the manifestations has taken
place, viz., if the light is extinguished, Katie walks out
into the room, touches every one, and sometimes ties
them with tape-in a most ludicrous manner, This she
has done on three or four occasions,

We have been steadily progressing ever since we
have resolutely closed the doors of the seance room
against all strangers, whether Spiritunalists or not.

I had fully intended.to conclude this article here, but
since writing the above I have recalled to mind a con-
versation we had a little time since, which induces me
to express some opinions I have very long entertained
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as to the management of cireles, and especially how to
act towards all, and more particularly sensitive mc-
diums. It is well known to all who have really given
any serious attention to the subject, that the adverse
influcnce of only one person will so act upon sensitive
mediums, as either to entirely stop all manifestations,
produce ~unreliable communications, or what is worse
enable mischievous spirits to get possession of the
medinum. I have scen cases of this sort. In one in-
stance a very sensitive medium (who is in her ordinary
stato the beau ideal of gentleness) hag for a time acted
in the most savage manner towards herself and those
around her, and although I believe I have a tolerably
strong will, and not the least fear in such cases, it has
taken me more than an hour before I could either re-
store her to herself or get her under more genial in-
fluence. This is on¢ of fhe dangers attendant on
circles, but under calm, fearless, and determined
management, no real harm will oceur. Any one pre-
sent who feels nervous or alarmed should quietly leave
the room, all who remain exercising their will to get
rid of the untoward influence. It is almost impossible
to give exact rules as to how to act, as each case may
require somewhat different management, but what I
have said above will, I think, apply to all.

Therc are onc or two other points to which I wish
to call attention, and although they apply in great
measure to all mediums, are of particular importance
when the medium is in process of development. No
special phenomena should be asked for; all should be
left to take their natural course. It may possibly be
said, ¢ Then youlwill not get what you want.” Pos-
sibly not, but as far as my experience goes, you are
much more likely to get it, if no pressure is put upon
the medium. To say to the medium, “ Now I want
you to do so and so, because that will strongly convince
and convert Mr. A, or Mrs. B, whose adherence would
be of great importance to the movement,” is about the
best mode I am aware of, by which to impede progress
and restrict phenomena to what has perhaps been
occurring for weeks together. I have bcen watching
this of late very attentively, and if I had not long since
been convinced on the point, the evidence has been
decisive. I need scarcely remind the readers of the
Spiritualist that absolute harmony is indispensable.
A mere thought adverse to the medium, without a word
or gesture indicating such thought, I have known to
upset arseance. I am quite aware that by publishing
these opimions, I may have subjested myself to much
derision, and perhaps scorn; this, however, is to me
quite unimportant as long as I can feel that I am
endeavouring to the best of my poor ability to pro-
mulgate what I believe to be the truth. I have in the
support of other “isms” besides Spiritualism, gone
through rather a flery ordeal, hut I am not aware that
even a hair of my head has been singed. Some of our
friends think that as they are, and have long been,
Spiritualists, they arc fit to be, and should be ad-
mitted at all times to all circles; to this I must also
demur, as in many cases it is, if you wish to progress,
absolutely necessary to surround the medium with the
same influence at each séance,—a stranger, be he or she
the most devoted Spiritualist in the world, may be and
often ig, detrimental to a circle. I do not state this as
an opinion, but as a fact, from ample experience.

There is much which I could add, but do not wish to
oceupy more of your space in this number, as I am not
without hope that I may have to communicate, on the

15th of next month, some additional facts, which our
opponents will find a little difficult to digest.

16, Gloucestér-square, Hyde-park, W,
April 26, 1873.

WHAT AM I?*
(From the Morning Post.)

Tr1s work is intended as a popular introduction to
the ‘seicnee of psychology, and in the first volume the
author considers chiefly the mechanism of the human
body. Psychology deals with the powers which govern
the body, and physiology with the structure and func-
tions of its various parts; Mr, Serjeant Cox, therefore,
begins on the somewhat beaten ground of physiology,
giving clear descriptions of the various parts of the
body and their modes of action. He deseribes the ma-
chine, before dealing with the powers which govern the
machine. Of these powers he admits that very little is
known, and that it is greatly to the disgrace of the
sclentific world that it can give so very little informa-
tion about psychology. The learned author approaches
the subject of psychology in a strictly scientific manner,
for, except in the preface, he makes no allusion to the
theological aspect of the question. In the preface,
when speaking of the prevailing materialism of the age,
he says :—

The question can never be thought out between the
Divine and the Scientist, because they have no common
ground upon which to combat. The Scientists, unhappily,
for the most part dispute the authority which is the basis of
the theologian's argument., It is consequently impossible
that the Scientists can be convinced and converted by theolo-
gians, Materialism based on science can be confronted only
with its own weapons. He who would do battle with it suc-
cessfully must wield arguments scientifically deduced from
facts scientifically ascertained. The Divine cannot do this,
for he may not abandon the high ground of authority, whose
part it is not to prove, but to declare.

Mr. Serjeant Cox states that he is not a man of
science, but a student of science ¢ who recognises seien-
tific rules and methods of rcsearch as the only permis-
sible form of inquiry into any region of nature.” On
these principles, then, he has issued this book, dealing
with the mechanism of the human body, to be followed
by a second volume dealing with the far more difficult
problems of the nature of the powers driving the
mechanism,

The chief point of novelty in Mr. Serjeant Cox’s
boolk is a new hypothesis of his own, that the human
body consists of two expanded germs, the one derived
from the father, and the other from the mother. Ma-
terialists deny that life is other than a function of
a certain collocation of matter, and that, when condi-
tions are favourable, protoplasm goes to work, produc-
ing cells which increase by division, and finally form
the various organic substances. The author calls atten-
tion to two other speculations, the one that the body is
derived from a germ which originally belonged to the
male, and the other that it sprung from a germ which
originally belonged to the female. He raises the ques-
tion whether the human body does not consist of two
united cxpanded germs, the one derived from the
father and the other from the mother. He calls atten-
tion to the dual nature of the physical aspect of the
human body throughout, and says:—

The human structure is not one whole, but two parbs joined
together. One of the parts rarely if ever precisely resembles

* What Am I? A Popular Introduction to the Science of Psychology
By Edward Willlam Cox, Serjeant-at-Law. Vol. I. London: Long-
mans and Co.
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the other part, and often there is a marked unlikeness.
Seldom are both sides of the face alike, as a very slight obser-
vation of the reader’s friends will assure him. One side of
the body rarely if ever resembles in shape the other side of it ;
one side is usually weaker than the other, or more liable to
injury, or habitually less healthy, The external organs are
all obviously duplex. We have two arms, legs, eyes, ears,
nostrils. We have also two brains, and duplicate ganglia.
Throughout the structure there is the manifest junction of
two distinct formations, and the point of junction is for the
most part distinetly visible. . . . This suggestion also ex-
plains another hitherto inexplicable problem — why the
nerve COI‘dS are made to cross from the nerve centres on one
side of the body to the other side of the body, instead of each
one occupying, vivifying, influencing, and directing that half
of the body to which 1t belongs. That such is the fact is
proved by this, that an injury to the right nerve centre para-
lyses the left side of the body, and wvice wersa. If the whole
body be the development of a single germ, no useful purpose
appears to be served by this exchange of the nerve system.
But, if my suggestion be true, that the human being is con-
structed of two united germs, the object and uses of this
interchange of the nerves between the two allied germs
becomes at once apparent. It is thus that their union is
accomplished ; it is thus that the characteristics of each germ
are imparted to its partnér.

Such is the hypothesis, which may or may not here-
after develop into a true theory. The learned serjeant
pushes the idea still further, to show why it is that some
children more strongly resemble the mother and others
the father, in bodily or mental characteristics. He
suggests that when the one germ has more vitality than
the other, the characteristics of that germ will predomi-
nate in the child, which then will have more affinity to
one of the parents than to the other. He argues that
if this speculation of his should prove to be true, it
would throw a flood of light upon difficult questions of
race, upon the transmission of bodily and mental cha-
racteristics, and upon the transmission of genius and
hereditary features. The hypothesis, he argues, tends
to strengthen Darwin’s theory of the origin of species
by the survival of the fittest.

Questions of the above mature ought to be brought
before the Anthropological Institute, to be fully argued
out by different persons who have given more or less
attention to such subjects. Recently the subject of
hereditary characteristics was brought under the notice
of the Institute by Mr. George Harris, F.S.A., and the
chief result of the discussion was to show how very
little is at present known on the subject.

After describing the nature and construction of the
body, and mooting the speculation about the “ double
germ,” the author speaks of the intellectual faculties,
and afterwards, by a logical process of reasoning,
attempts to prove that within the body of man there
is a spirit filling it in overy part., He recognises the
reality of the phenomena of clairvoyance and somnam-
bulism, and cites them as evidence of the existence of
spiritual powers made visible even here on earth, in
abnormal instances of the partial separation of the soul
from the body. He argues that if some clear, tangible
scientific knowledge of the reality of a soul within man,
and of its powers, can be obtained, what a blessing
such knowledge must be to humanity, and what a
deadly blow it must prove to cold, unhappy, blank
materialism. In speculating on the probable difference
between matter and spirit—for he admits he is merely
speculating—he calls attention to the theory that the
external world may but be the result of mental condi-
tions, and that by a mere change in our sensations
other objects may come into view, and be as real and
material as any seen in the present stage of existence.
In several places throughout the book he justly com-

plains of the neglect of duty on the part of the scientific

world in not having given practical attention to the

great subject of psychology, but he may perhaps be
interested with the information that the Anthropological
Institute hasappointed a committec, under the presidency
of Mr. Franecis Galton, F.R.8., “to promote psychological
research.” In the preface to his book, Mr. Serjeant Cox
calls attention to the necessity for the formation of a
psychological society, and thereisno doubt thatif one were
to;be incorporated it would quickly gain a large number
of influential members. The ficld of action is wide and
interesting enough to warrant the formation of a new
society.

There is not a little in the book of what may be
termed ¢‘ unorthodox science,” but the work is all the
more valuable on that account, since intelligent thinkers
can sometimes see more clearly than the actual workers,
just as the spectators of a game at chess sometimes see
more than the players. Men of science often work too
rigidly in narrow mental grooves, and a little healthy
eriticism from intelligent unfettered observers is some-
times calculated to do them good. Mr. Serjeant Cox’s
book is full of thought and well worth reading.

Rebielw,

Where arve the Dead? or, Spiritualism Explained. By
Frrrz, London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co, Man.
chester : Ireland and Co. 1873.

Tars little book summarises the main facts of
Spiritualism in a popular form. It is made up in a
great measure of judicious extracts from periodicals and
standard works connected with the movement; and
there i much plain common sense in the remarks of
the author. The more especial use of the work is for
presentation to inquirers; its price is moderate, and it
gives a clear bird’s-eye view of the leading features of
modern Spiritualism, without dealing much with the
many difficult philosophical problems presented to the
minds of thosc who have had extensive experience in
connection with the subject.

The author scems to have been partially misled by
the unreliable articles in the Spirttual Magazine, about
the spurious spirit photographs once produced at Hollo-
way. On page 84 he quotes a list from that serial of
some dozens of sitters who ¢ recognise” the said por-
traits, The listis altogether unrcliable, and probably
got up from fragments of conversations and newspaper
on dits. If Fritz will cxamine each of the said pic-
tures, he will see for himself that the great majority of
them do not contain any recognisable spirit face what-
ever; on writing to the different persons he will
discover that the names of many were printed
without their authority; also that some of them
have no belief whatever in the genuinencss of their
pictures. Let Fritz see each of the pictures, and the
sitters, he will then find that the list is altogether unre-
liable, and contains very few good cases indeed. The
last number of the Spiritual Magazine magnifies the
list to a hundred. How is it, then, that when
¢ Fritz” recently advertised extensively for one indis-
putably recognisable picturc only, he met with not a
single response? Spurions pictures were mixed up
with the real ones once taken on the premises; much
doctoring and trickery took place in the printing opera-
tions, and many of the prints sold to the public were
not true copies of any negative taken in any camera.
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The investigators have some of the pictnres in their
hands to prove this, when necessary ; also to prove who
some of the persons are who took part in the imposture.
The editor of the Spuritual Magazine has written
articles by the ream denying what we have just stated,
but, as he is totally ignorant of photography, and, to
- thig day, has never taken the tronble to go and see the
spurious pictures, or to send a photographer to do so
for him, hig articles about the said pictures are unreli-
able, and founded upon incompetence to deal with the
subject. 'We hope never to have to refer to this subject
again, and it iy a most curious example of numbers of
people being misled by the errors of a guide, although
undeniable proofs of those errors have all along been
extant. The repentant photographer soon retraced this
false step, by honestly publishing that he would not
guarantee his pictures to be genuine, and from this
position he has never since swerved; an editor, who
knew nothing of photography, and had never seen
many of the dummy pictures, then came forward and
voluntarily guaranteed them to be gennine,

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.

Ox Tuesday, last week, at the ordinary fortnightly meeting
of the Anthropological Institute, 4, St. Martin’s-place,
Trafalgar-square, London, Professor George Busk, F.R.S.,
presided. Among the members present were Colonel A, Lane
Fox, V.I".8.A., Mr, Francis Galton, F.R.S,, Dr. King, Mr. A.
L. Lewis, Sir Duncan Gibb, Bart., Mr. ¥E. Charlesworth,
F.8.A., and Mr. R. B, Holt, M.R.S.L.

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF THE SANTEUX INDIANS,

Mr. E. W. Brabrook, F.8.A., read the following paper npon
¢ The Religious Beliefs of Ojibois or Santeux Indiaus resident
in Manitoba and at Lake Winnepeg,' by Mr. A. P. Reid,
M.D,, L.R.C.8., Edinburgh, &c., &ec., Professor of Practice of
Medicine, Dalhousie College and University, Halifax, Nova
Scotia, Canadsa :—

¢ GENTLEMEN,—At the request of my friend Sir Duncan
Gibb to send a communication on Indian customs, I thought
the subject I have chosen would be more appropriate than
details of their daily life, which are for the most part very
similar in all tribes, and have been again and again described
by travellers. Their religious opinions, on the other handg,
have been much less referred to.

1 spent the greater part of the years from 1860 to 1864,
amongst ten tribes, stretching from Manitoba* to Vancouver,
on the Pacific, but in ordinary intercourse iv is wery difficult
to find out their ideas of religion, they being reluctant to
talk much on this subject to strangers. I lived among the
Santeux (resident at Lake Winnepeg) eight months, and
during that time picked up the mafericl of the following
description.

“The Santeux originally belonged to the Lake Superior
country, but the old North-West Fur Company (prior to the
Hudson’s Bay Company) induced many to emigrate to Lake
‘Winncpeg, as they were a more active race, and better hunters
than the Swampee tribe, who originally occupied that dis-
trict, and who have, to a great extent, been displaced by the
new comers, The chief tribes in Manitoba and on the
British Prairie are the Assiniboines and Crees, who rarely own
a canoe, and live on the prairie. The Santeux, or Ojibois,
and Swampee rarely own a horse, confining themselves nearly
altogether to the fishing and hunting on the lakes in their
immediate vicinity.

“On first going to iive amongst them it appeared to me
strange that the Indians, especially the younger men, were
rarely called by their Indian names, and on asking their name
they said call me ‘ Niche,” or ¢Nich-e-wah,” (Indian word
for brother or friend), or ‘bear,’ or ‘John, or ‘Tom,’ and
such like, and it was very difficult to get any other apellation
from them, In time 1 found that there were two reasons for
this. First: Many were averse to be known to the whites by
their appropriate names. Second : That they had no nawme,
which I will now explain.

Tt is held that the name is in some way prophetic, either

h* P;onouuced Man-e-tau-bah (the last @ is pronounced very long, the ¢
short.

of the man’s station in this life, or his future life, and was
not assumed until this condition became known, which took
place at manhood after the following ceremony had, to some
extent, lifted the veil which divides thc known from the un-
known.

VISIONS PRODUCED BY FASTING.

“ Tach young man, at a chogen time, spent a week in fcast-
ing-—gorging himself with all he could swallow. Hec then
picked out some quiet place where he would be neither
observed nor disturbed, to sleep—or, as the Indians say, to
dream. During this period they neither eat nor drink, for
doing 50 would render their efforts vain.

“The sleep lasts from three to seven days, owing to the
endurance of the subject; and, during this time, the Great
Spirit comes to the Indian in the form of a dream, and thus
makes known to him that portion of his future which is to
be vouchsafed. The longer the man can abstain, the more
pleased is the Great Spirit, who does not visit him until his
fortitude is about giving way, when he sinks into the dream,
and in spirit secs his future going on from this life, even to
that after death. :

¢ The greatest number can only fast three or four days, and
they cannot get a glimpse of what isin store for them in the
spirit-world ; but, now and then, a man fasts for seven or
eight days, and the Great Spirit, as a reward for his endurance,
may show him a high station in the land of the hereafter,

#The Indian goes back to his tribe after the dream (looking
much the worse for his abstinence), relates to them what the
Great Spirit told him, and assumes a name cxplanatory of this
destiny.

“ An old fellow I was well acquainted with rejoiced in
the cognomen of ¢ Co-se-se-kan-eh-kway-kaw-po,’ signifying,
¢ The man who, standing up, his head reaches the heaven or
sky” He had fasted and slept eight days, at which the
Grest Spirit was much pleased, and made known to him that
though he should not occupy any position in this world, or be
much looked up to, yet, after death, he should make him the
ruler-in-chief—accountable to himself alone—of the tract of
country bounded by Lake Winnepeg on the east and the lakos
Manitoba and Winnepegoos on the west (about 200 miles long
by from 25 to 58 wide). The old fellow firmly believed in
this destiny, and bore all the ills of life without complaining.
1lis opinions were but little respected,—in fact he was both
lazy and a drunkard ; but what need had he for position in
this world when such a brilliant future awaited him?

PHYSICAT, MEDIUMBHIP OF CAUGH-SKE-KAW-BUNK,

% Another was called ‘Caugh-ske-kaw-bunk,” signifying
‘The rays of light before the sun appears on the horizon.’
The Good Spirit informed him that he was to be a leader, a
guide to his tribe, and was to give them information, that,
like the first rays of light, would be very circnmscribed in
quantity, but would gradually increase and spread with efful-
gence over all the fribes in coming time. He was to the
Great Spirit as twilight to daylight,—in fact, a ‘medicine
man.,’ He had fasted a long period; I did not find out how
long. He was extremely modest, and said but little of what
he could do; but from the half-breeds I learnt that he had
accomplished a greater feat than the Davenport brothers of a
few years ago, though similar in kind. He might be tied up
with cords in any way, and then rolled up in a thirty-fathom
net, placed in the medicine-tent alone, and closely concealed.
In a short time, cords, net, and all, would be thrown out
without a knot untied, and he would appear in a state of pro-
fuse perspiration. During the timc he was in the tent it was
surrounded by the Indiang at a little distance, who kept up a
great tumult, beating sticks, kettles, anything to make anoise,
for, by that means, they induced the spirits to come to the
aid of the medicine man; others say, to keep the evil spirits |
off while the good spirits got him disentangled. This is a
feat that, on the testimony of the half-breeds, several of their
medicine men have performed; but it is never done when
strangers to their tribe are present, unless once, long ago, that,
as report says, a famous magician performed the feat at the
urgent request of some of the Hndson’s Bay Company’s
Magnates, and on being very closely pressed as toan explana-
tion of how he succeeded, at last said, that, ¢ by supernatural
aid, he changed himself into a snake, and, of coursc, crawled
out without having to nndo the knots.” This being done, he
changed himself back again to a man, but it took a great
effort, which was why he was in such a profuse perspiration.
Comment on this is unnecessary.

“T found old Cangh-ske-kaw-bunk a very decent and reliable
man, and we were on such good terms, that on learning that
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I had no relative in that territory, he offercd to be my foster-
father. On speaking in commendation of him to one who
had been long acquainted with him, and with whom he was
friendly, I was told he was a great old rascal, and that he had
only been decelving me in trying to get what he could out of
me. It is right, however, to speak of a man as you find him,
and I found the old man reliable, more go than any other I
knew.

“8ince the Indians have been mixing with the whites, many
of the younger ones are either leaving off the customs of their
forefathers, or practice them in secret, which latter I believe
to be very common. They are very sensitive to ridicule, and
knowing that the whites and half-breeds, being Christian, are
unbelicvers, they are extremely diffident to converse about or,
in their presence,"perform any religious ceremony.

TIIE SPIRIT-WORLD OF THE OJIBOILS INDIANS.

* Ag to the belief in a hereafter, I found their opinions to
be very decided. Their spirit-land is an exact counterpart of
the present, but is not visible unless to the spirit eye. Every-
thing, trees, animals, birds, guns, blankets, canoes, &c., &c.,
as well ag mankind, that have been, or may be, in existence
on terra firma, have or will have the spirit-form én futuro.
A man appears; at first he is small, and gradually attains
maturity ; he dies and decays, but his spirit-form goes to the
gpirit-land. By parity of reasoning, a tree, an animal, any
living thing going through the same circle of events, has a
similar futurity. A gun, a blanket, a canoe, in course of time
will rot away and disappear from the visible earth, as much
80 ag a man ; in fact, it dies, which accomplished, it appears
in the invisiblé world, similar in every way to what it was
previously, but in the spirit-form and indestructible ; in fact,
to be owned and used in the spirit-world by the spirit Indian
in precisely the same way and for the same purpose as when
in this world. Hence the reason why the dead man’s imple-
ments of the chase are buried with him; it is with some
tribes customary to burn the deceased’s personal property at
his burial, so that he may have the sooner use of them. Others
prefer allowing them to decay naturally, as it is supposed they
are not immediately wanted after death, nature having all
things wisely arranged,

“The world is to the Indian an <mperium 4n imperio, the
spirit-world coexistent with, both in time and place, the pre-
sent world. ILakes, rivers, and mountainsg are not born, do
not die, do not decay, hence the spirit and the mortal look on
the game earth, enjoy the same, and live on the same lakes
and mountains. The spirits are always present with us, but
we cannot perceive them.

“When a man dies he journeys for a certain time, thirty to
sixty, or more days (ideas on this subject being divided), beforc
arriving at the confines of the Happy Huunting Ground.

“ Here he finds a deep river that must be crossed; he
plunges in. If he had been a good man in this world, he finds
no difficulty in making the traverse ; but if wicked, he comes
out on the same side as he went in, and it matters not how
often he tries, he always comes out on this wrong side.”

“For the period of time before he reaches tke river, he
must depend for sustenance on the friends he has left in this
world, and they, every time they eat, for a number of wecks
after his death, throw a portion into the fire, where, being
consumed, its spirit form goes to nourish the dead man on his
journey. Ifhe have no friends, then his pilgrimage is harass-
ing, and he suifers starvation for the time, though he cannot
die., He, in fact, passes through the ¢ hell,’ or place of punish.
ment, before the abode of bliss is rcached.

“ T have frequently seen Indians, always, before eating a
piece of food, throw a morsel into the fire, and so strong is
this belief that I have seen the first one of the old men, before
alluded to, much as he liked the fire water or whiskey, and
greedy ag he was for every drop he could get, throw the por-
tion first poured out into the fire, and, ag he watched it blaze
and wafted away, he was reconciled by the thought that
his departed friend was the first to partake of the delicacy.
So it is with meat, or bread, or fea, but a very small piece is
so disposed of, for the spirit does not require much to support
him. Some of the tribes that live on the prairies are in the
habit of killing the favourite horse, and burying it near the
Indian, so that the spirit may be mounted at the commence-
ment of his journey.

“ A story is related by M‘Lean in his book ¢ Twenty-five
years in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Scrvice,’ that the
master of one of the posts in British Columbia was a very
great friend of the old chief in that locality, and they spent
much time in each other's society.

“The old chief died, and on the first opportunity, the chief’s
son killed the master of the fort, with the laudable intention
of providing his father in the spirit world with his old and
valued friend, to solace him in his journey, and prevent any
break in their intimacy.

“ Tt may bc well for many of us that the Christian religion
is so much less explicit in its teachings of the future state.”

TIIE TEAVEN AND HELL OF THE OJIBOIS.

“The Indians believe in many good and evil spirits, but
there is one ‘ great spirit,’ the supreme chief, that governs and
orders the Universe, who is omniscient, omnipresent, and the
author of all good, with many subordinates who govern dis-
tricts under him.

¢ A chief in this world, if he be a good and brave man, has
a preferred chance for honours in the ethereal kingdom, and
over his own nation. As to the evil spirits I never heard that
anyone is supposed to havc predominating power. The
Heaven or Happy Hunting Ground is a country having neither
heat nor cold, neither hunger nor thirst, nor pain, hor gqnarrell-
ing, nor stealing, nor war, nor scarcity of game of any kind.

 The spirit Indian, with spirit gun, or spirit bow and ar-
rows, flies like the wind in his chase after the spirit game,
through the spirit forest, shoots the spirit moose, which falls
over as if killed, and then the Indian, taking what he wants
o]f him (the choice piece) goes off to the attack of somebhing
else.

“The spirit moose that was shot, as soon as the Indian
disappears, jumps up and is off again the same as if nothing
had happened, to again reward some other spirit Indian with
hisneeded recrcation and pleasure ; hence there can never be
any scarcity of game and the more so since all the moose
killed in this world take on the spirit form.

“ Thege Indians have a curious superstition regarding the
bear. They will not permit a dog to eat any part of its flesh,
or touch the bones, and all the waste portions of this animal
are thrown into the fire, On enquiry I could not elicit any-
thing more than that if its flesh be used in an unhallowed
manner, the subsequent chasc of this animal will be unlucky.

“In addition to the sport of the chase the Great Spirit has
many ways of recompensing the brave and good Indians, when
they are all assembled in harmonious council, presided over by
the ruler of all things.

¢ Their Hell, or place of futurc punishment, is cxactly the
reverse of the happy abode, there is no game, no pleasurc, ex-
cessive heat and cold, war, fighting, and above all, a continual
starvation by both hunger and thirst not to be avoided, never
to be appeased cven by a prospect of death.

“In addition to this there is a species of refined torture.
The bad spirits can congregate along the bank of the river,
which separates them from the abode of the happy, and see
the good spirits enjoying themsclves in every conceivable way,
with a bright sun shining, while they are in the dark and
frozen with cold, the narrow river alone being the barrier, so
that all they have to do is to swim over ; butlet them attempt
it ever so oftep, and they always come out on the side of
misery, morc chilled and wet than before making the effort,
while seeing numerous new comers jump in and land safely on
the other side.

“To give the good Indian a sharper relish for the bliss in
store for him, he has to pass the days before referred to
in journeying through this country for a period after death,
which is supposed to be shorter or longer as he has been more
or-less deserving. When he arrives at the river, he sees its
shore crowded with the unhappy spirits vainly atlempting its
traverse, he makes his attempt, succeeds, and looking back,
must be overjoyed by his good fortune. Hec is immediately
surrounded by his departed friends, who welcome him to the
happy hunting grounds, and convoy him in honour and
triumph to a council with the Great Spirit.

““ He has now arrived in a new land, with new customs, and
it takes him some time to get used to it. XHis implements of
the chase may not have yet arrived, and he must depend on
the bounty of his friends until such time as his own effects
come to hand, or he becomes in accord with his surroundings.

“Tf in the mortal world he had injured any one in the
spirit world, the aggricved party can command justice, and
the new comer may thus be inconvenienced, but there is no
punishment for any crime committed outside of his own
tribe.

“When an Indian dies, his canoe, gun, blanket, and any
other thing considered useful, are deposited at his grave, and
very often, if his own gun or blanket be inferior or absent, a
friend will make up the deficiency. A son will often buy a
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new gun or blanket, and leave it or them at his father’s
grave, with food as well, so that his parent shall want for
nothing in the new land.

“The things at a grave, valuable or nof, may remain
exposed until decayed, for a theft of this kind was unknown.
I was at first suprised that these things remained nunmolested,
for they are not watched, and the Indians are well aware that
there are amongst them those thab are not good, but, say they,
no matter how bad an Indian may be, or how much inclined
to steal, these will be left untouched, for they are sacred to a
spirit in the spirit land. Because the thief must die, and
even if he succeeded in crossing the river, he was met by the
injured gpirit in the new land, and incommoded in any way
that spirit desired, for it could then get perfect satisfaction
out of him. -

‘ Buch ig a brief outline of the ideas picked up among the
tribe referred to that I remained longest with.

I had often been at a loss to understand why the Christian
religion was so slowly adopted by them, and so soon aban-
doned after adoption, for I knew lots of Indiang, Christian
while inthe settlement, that were Pagan as heretofore after they
returned to their hunting grounds and carried out all their old
rites. Bub on better acquaintance, I could perceive that the
Christian religion to such minds did not hold out as clearly
perceived advantages as the old one,

¢ The Christian heaven is a mythical abode of happiness.
The happy hunting ground, a delightful home, that the
dullest intellect could perceive and would try to attain. It
pointed out real rather than imaginary bliss. Their hell is a
piece of perfection as a hell to the Indian mind and
experience.

“ Their ideas of medicine, or the cure of the sick, are
mixed up with their religious belief in spirits, and I never
saw or heard tell of any system in their treatment, other than
some rather rude means to exorcise the spirit. Their use of
herbs is limited, and their surgical skill is very simple. A
charm ig one of their potent remedies.”

THE DISCUSSION.

Sir Duncan Gibb said that he induced Dr. Reid to write the
paper which had just been read, and which contained such
interesting facts. His (Sir D. Gibb’s) own acquaintance with
Indiang in Canada did not extend so far north, but chiefly to
those living in the district around Quebec and Montreal, and
all the Indians about there were supposed to be Christians.
He mizxed much with them, and found that they seemed to
have no religious belief of any kind but that which had been
taught them in Roman Catholic churches. Dr. Reid's state-
ments might safely be relied upon as accurate, and the paper
was a valuable contribution to the Institute.

Dr. King said that the Indians near Montreal could not be
taken as a type of the American raccs, and it was necessary
to go further north. He was disappointed in the paper, and
thought that there was no originality in it. He had lived
among the races in question for years and studied them
minutely, and a man who only went among them for a few
days, could not get much accurate knowledge of their thoughts;
to do this, residence with them for a year at least was neces-
sary. He had lived with them for three years, yet could not
get at their religious ideas ; but the oldest chiefs of their two
greatest tribes had told him that they never went to bed with-
out praying to their God.

Sir Duncan Gibb explained that his knowledge of the
Indians of Lower Canada was not casual ; he had lived among
them for twenty-five years, Dr. Reid, also, had stated in the
paper that he had been for four years among the tribe of
Indians living on Lake Winnepeg.

Mr. E, W. Charlesworth said that much in the paper agreed
with Swedenborg’s record of his experiences in the spirit-
world, and his statements about the condition of bad spirits,
corrcsponded with the ideas of the Indians. Swedenborg
stated that the bad spirits could sce the good ones, and that
much of their misery was caused by their inability to join the
latter. He compared the next world to a great man, and said
that the lower spirits were in the lower parts of the body ; he
saw these avil beings trying to get into the upper regions, but
half-way up they met with a band of a kind of spiritual
policemen, who pitched them headlong down again. There
was much in Swedenborg’s writings resembling the belief of
the Indians.

The President said that he thought there was very little
original matter in the paper, as the © happy hunting grounds”
of the Indians had often been heard of before. He thought
it was useful to know that the superstitious notions of the
Indians had come down to the present day, and were to be

found in civilised countries, The mental ideas of a large
number of people in Amcrica and England seemed to agree
with those of the Indians as to the nature of the spirit world,
for the germ of all the modern Spiritualism of the day was
entirely related to the notions of the American Indians. The
sutvival of such absurd beliefs tended to prove that the white
race would degenerate into that of the Red Indian again. It
was one of those absurd forms of belicf which spiritualised
things in daily use, and made people suppose that tables and
chairs could be used by the Divine Being wherewith to com-
municate His ideas to the human race.

Mr. Brabrook then read a paper by Mr. John Whitfield, on
¢ Rock Inscriptions in Brazil.” There was no discussion.

Mr. Brabrook next read a paper by the Rev. J. C. Atkinson,
on “ The Danish Aspect of the Nomenclaturc of Cleveland.”
Colonel A. Lane Fox and the President took part in the dis-
cussion.

Mr. Brabrook then read a paper by Mr. James Hutchings,
on “ The Consecration of the Serpent as an Emblem, but not
an Object of Worship among the intelligent Druids.”

The President said that the contents of the paper were mere
assumptions, that nothing at all is known about the Druids,
and that the Institute should not cncourage such speculations
as those in the paper, fonnded upon no scientific basis.

The proceedings then closed.

SPIRITUALISM IN LIVERPOOL.

A review of the progress of Spiritualism in Liverpool
during the past few years may be of interest, so I may
gtate that on the 26th of April, 1866, fifteen gentlemen
held a meeting at the Co-operative Stores, Camden-
strect, to take into consideration the desirability of
forming a society having for its object the study of
psychology, particularly the investigation of the facts
and teachings embodied in the term ¢ Spiritualism.”
A committce was formed, Mr. James Wason being
elected president; Mr. Andrew Leighton, vice-presi-
dent; Mr. Richard Bewley, secretary ; and Mr, George
Wilson, treasurer. The mectings werc held every alter-
nate week, for a considerable time, in the above-named
place, when Mr, Wason took the Gymnasium in Lord-
street, at his own expense, and placed it at the service
of the society, which afterwards met there for some
time. The first report was published in April, 1867.
A fresh committee had been appointed during the pre-
ceding year (1866); manifestations of a very satisfactory
character had taken place; and Mr. Fegan-Egerton had
been developed as a very good trance medium. A library
was formed, and scveral prescunts of books were made
to the society, Mr. Benjamin Coleman, Mr. J. Wason
and Mr. Wilson being amongst the donors.

In April, 1867, Mr. 8. Guppy was introduced to the
society by Mr. Wason ; he gave an account of some of
his experiences, and instructed members how to act to
to get manifestations. In the same momnth, Mr. D. D.
Home, the celcbrated medium, visited Liverpool, when
the members of tHe society inaugurated a sowree in
honour of his visit to Liverpool. Mr, Home very satis-
factorily answered many questions put to him at the
sotree upon the subject of Spiritualism. ~

The members, some little time afterwards, were
separated, and, in consequence, the usual meetings
were discontinued, and for three years there was no
properly organised body of Spiritualists in Liverpool.

However, in Deceinber, 1870, an attempt was again
made by some of the former members to reconstitute
the society, or organise a new one, and several persons
attended a meeting at Mr. Wall’s Temperance Hotel,
1, Islington Flags. It was there agreed to organise a
new society upon the basis of the old one, and at a
subsequent meeting, held on Wednesday, 4th January,
1871, in the same place, the following office-bearers
were, with a commiftee of management, elected fo act
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during the ensuing year, viz.:—Mr. George Glover,
president; Mr. William 'Wall, vice-president; Mr.
George Wilson, treasurer; and Mr., Ambrose Fegan-
Egerton, secretary. The members met weekly, and
with their well-developed medium, Mr. Fegan-Egerton,
they often received good and exalted spiritual commu-
nications through him; these spirits were of different
nationalities, some Xnglish, some French, some Spanish,
and some Scotch ; they all spoke in their native tongue
or dialect. The members gradunally increased in number
and extended the influence of the society; week by
week new recruits were added, but no very great effort
was madc to bring in the public at large.

In the autumn of 1871, the Rev. John Jones, a
Congregational minister, preached and published a
sermon against Spiritualism, which was the means of
arresting much public attention. Mr, Fegan-Egerton
(under the signature of ¢ Vindex”) wrote and published
a reply to this scrmon ; he successfully refuted the rev.
gentleman’s arguments, and beat him with his own
weapons. The socicty followed this up by distributing
a large quantity of tracts; these were the means of
stimulating inquiry, and, in consequence, many circles
were formed in the town.

In the same year, on the 9th of May, Mrs, Hardinge,
under the society’s auspices, lectured in Hope Hall to a
very large and intelligent audience, and this was the
means of raising the standard of Spiritualism in the
estimation of the outside public. She subsequently
delivered several other lectures in the same hall. Mr.
James Burns delivered three lectures, also under the
auspices of the society, in the Wellington Hall, Camden-
street, which were very convincing to those who were
investigating the subject.

Mr. J. J. Morse, trance-medium, has been engaged
principally for the Sunday services. These services
prove to be the means of drawing together a greater
number of people, and of giving the public a greater
opportunity for investigating Spiritualism, than any
other means which had previously been employed by
the socicty, The services partake more of a religious
than a secular character.

The physical phase of Spiritualism has also been
cultivated ; strange and convineing phenomena have
been witnessed through the mediumship of Mr. Fegan-
Egerton, and been the means of convincing many,
Every week brings higher and more satisfactory results.

During the last few months the society has in-
creased rapidly in numbers; indeed to such an extent
as was never before experienced. Circles are held every
week, and new circles are being constantly formed in
various parts of Liverpool. Several new mediums have
been developed ; amongst others, Mr. Joseph Shepherd,
and his grand-daughter, Miss Shepherd. Mrs. La-
mont is developing into a good healing medium. The
members of the society generally work harmoniously
together ; the governing body is at present composed
of very intelligent men, good and useful work heing
the result. Joux CHAPMAN, Honorary Secretary,

SPIRITUALISM IN BIRMINGHAM.—A new society in con-
nection with Spiritualism has just been formed, under the title
of the Birmingham DPsychological Association, Mr, T. F.
Proctor is the chairman ; Mr. Aaron Franklin the vice-chair-
man ; Mr. J. Sunderland, treasurer; Mr. E. Valter and Mr.
Taylor, auditors. The secretary is Mr. F. W. Spiller, of 9,
Coombe-place, Sherbourne-road, Birmingham. The associa-
tion has divided itself into sections for the study of the
phenomena, and already results have been obtained at the
seances,

SpIrrruALIsM 1IN Hexmam.—In the course of a well-
written article the Hexham Herald of April 5th says:
¢ Although Hexham cannot be said to luxuriate inthe variety
and multiplicity of its clubs—although it has no fat, lean,
humndrum, mum, beefsteak, or October clubs, yet, from what
we have ourselves observed since last issue, we fear it will
soon attain the notorious distinction of a Spiritualistic Club.
However extravagant this prospect may appear to the in-
credulous, we beg to assure our readers that, although they

: have not yet formally constituted themselves a body politic

with rules and regulations for their spiritualistic cogitations ;
yet several ladies and gentlemen of this town, impressed with
the thought that there is something real either in Spiritualism
or in the psychic force and unconscious cerebration of Cox
and Carpenter respectively—a thought that has been engen-
dercd by the actual perception of Spiritualistic phenomena—
have at several meetings or seances got the peculiar force in
sufficiently operative abundance, and seen and heard things
which, although not quite supernatural, do certainly smack
of the intensely mysterious. However much this presumpiu-
ous investigation may be stigmatised by the rigidly orthodox
as the impertinent inquisitiveness of heretical science, we
believe that the attention of the Hexham coterie, and of all
parties besides to this extraordinary Spiritualistic mania, will
be very much to the credit of our scientific and truth-seeking
proclivities.” The writer then describes a seance at which he
was present, narrating how table movements, cool breezes,
and raps were obtained, and how a message was at last given,
as follows :—** Probably those of our readers who have paid
any attention to this subject know that many Spiritualistic
messages are read from the end, or backwards, and they must
bear this in mind in reading the following, which was the
¢gpirits’ message to a young bachelor of the party :—‘No
EVOL RIH TSURT REH N1w.” It will at once be perceived that
this was, read in the proper way, a very suitable message
for any young bachelor:—* WIN HER ; TRUST HIR ; LOVE ON.’
It will be seen that one of the ‘hers’ is mis-spelt, but it is
believed in quarters authoritative on the subject of Spirit-
ualism, that ¢spirits’ are not invariably orthographists of
the first magnitude. Whether or not the encouragement
conveyed in those loving words was at all required by the
young gentleman in question was, of course, a mystery to the
company ; but, judging from certain facial expressions usually
—in ladies, at least—indicative of modesty, it was thought
that the injunction to love, trust, and win the fair pnknown
was not very inappropriate after all. Pursuing this erotic
conversation with the inhabitants of the air, the ‘spirits’
were asked for the name of the lady referred to. The com-
pany, being elated with the suceess that had attended their
efforts were becoming light-hearted—one or two had, through
nervous fear, almost become light-headed —and their vivacity to
all appearance imparted itself to the communing ¢ spirits,” who
gave the young gentleman’s Desdemona’s name in the follow-
ing hieroglyphical terms :—‘ MIpIPEFRLULG." Read in the
usual spiritualistic fashion, this emblematic cognomen spells :
—*‘Grurpraprpiv,’ This was a poser, of which no one
could make anything. It was at first thought—not very
seriously perhaps—that it might belong to some of the Japa-
nese who were that night in the Town-hall, but on enquiry
next day we learned that, had this opinion been entertained,
it was a remarkable case of mistaken identity. To the utter
astonishment of the company, the table told the exact number
of keys in the pockets of two gentlemen present, Neither of
them knew the number of keys on their respective bunches,
and the number was not counted until the table had rapped
at a particwlar number which in each case happened to be the
correct one. Another experiment was tried with a satin hat.
1t was decided to try to raise it clean off the table by just
touching the surface of the rim with the tips of the fingers.
After five minutes or so the hat began to oscillate and wheel
round and round in the same way as the table had oscillated
and wheeled round and round before. At repeated requests
by the whole company, however, it was twice tilted clean off
the table—the most remarkable circumstance connected with
these movements being, that the fingers of the experimental-
ists were about one-eighth of an inch apart from the hat.
This concluded the scance. Everyone also declared that he
or she had not used any illegitimate means o bring about the
singular phenomena they had witnessed; and all separated
fully convinced either thab spirits do manifest themselves as
the Spiritualists say ; that there is such a thing as a psychic
force, as Serjt. Cox declares; or that there is some power
about every human being about which nobody as yet knows
anything.”
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Corresponvence,

[Great freedom is given to correspondenis, who sometimes express opinio n
diametrically opposed to those of this journal and its readers.]

MRS. BASSETT'S MEDIUMSIIIP.

Sir,—The first of a series of four consecutive Thursday
evening seances with Mrs. Bassett, of Stratford, was inaugu-
rated on Thursday evening last, the 24th April, 1873. There
was 4 crowded attendance of members. The president of the
Association, Mr. Thos. Wilks, was seated on the right-hand
side of Mrs. Bassett, while Mrs. Corner sat on the left, and
the rest of the members, of both sexes, were placed alternately,
as near as possible, around a large mahogany dining-table
extended to its full length. The seance was, as usual, a dark
one, and the sitting was a most satisfactory one. The spiriy,
¢ James Lombard,” conversed frcely with those present,
answering innumerable, questions, and gave the president
what he eonsidered to be a fair test of spirit identity, While
Mrs. Bassett’s hands were held by Mr., Wilks and Mrs. Corner,
both were frequently tenderly patted with hands, the fingers
of which were distinctly felt on the shoulders, forehead, and
other parts of the body. In the course of the sitting, Mra.
Bassett was entranced by the spirit ¢ Charles Dalman ' who
also spoke with the ¥ direct voice”’ for some considerable time
upon the blessings of Spiritualism. James Lombard de-
geribed the appearance of several spirits present, and in one
or two instances was confirmed by a lady present, who is a
seeing medium, The seance, which was much appreeiated,
was cloged about ten o’elock, after which a general conversa-
tion took'plaee, and the members gradually dispersed.

Members are requested to note that visitors can only be in-
troduced by them again this (Thursday) evening, in accordance
with Rule IX,, and on payment of an entrance fee of 2s. 6d.
The rcmaining two seances with Mrs. Bagsett will be for mem-
bers only. The ordinary seances will, in future, be opened at
eight o’clock punctually, and members are urgently requested
to be in attendance not later than 7.45 p.m.

THOMAS BLYTON, Secretary.

Sir,—Three private consecutive scances have recently been
held with Mrs. Bassett, the well-known non-professional
medium, in the neighbourhood of Bow, and attended by a
considerable number of influential persons. The manifesta-
tions were of an exceptionally satisfactory character, and,
considering that a large proportion of the observers were non-
Spiritualists, their numerous-objections were most readily
met and disposed of by the controlling spirits. At the close
of the third seance on Monday evening, the 7th inst., a most
cordial vote of thanks to Mrs. Bassett was carried unani-
mously, and many expressions of satisfaction with the pro-
cecdings were manifested. It is probable that regular social
gpiritual meetings will be inaugurated in Bow soon. Those who
degire to co-operate for such reunion, can hear further of the
proposed scheme on communicating with *‘ Burcka,” 12, High-
street, Bow, London, E. J. W. IsAcCK.

SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY,

Sir,—As an “outsider’ from the ranks of professed Spi-
ritualists, the thought has pasged through my mind, and,
doubtless, through the minds of many others, who are silently
and thoughtfully observing the advancing spread of this new
phase of humanity, with all its marvellous phenomena, ** What
effect will it have upon the mass of mankind who are called,
and wish to be called, Christiang ? That it will cause some
change either for good or for evil in the thoughts and affec-
tions, consequently, in the social relationships of life of those
who came under its influence, even the most superficial of
thinkers and observers must admit. For my present purpose
I dismiss as futile and idle the objections of the incredulous,
and the vulgar charges of imposture and delusion, made by
scientific and unscientific sceptics againgt those who have
taken the trouble to investigate for themselves, and to see if
these things are ag alleged. We find in most such cases the
proverb holds good, that * The man who is the most ignorant
ig the readiest to speak.,” To the candid who have examined
and proved for themselves that the facts of spiritualistic
phenomena are truths, I address myself.

Undoubtedly, we of this and incoming generations are
living in an eventful period of human history, and are in
the presence of a power that operatesin a manner previously
unknown, unseen itgelf, yet visibly operating in nature, and,

for the time being, appearing to be subject to the laws of
time and spacc. Unknown as to its actuality, yet, for a time
and purpose acting independently of all known physical laws,
as, for instance, when strange lights are presented to the. eyes
of the beholder, when substances are apparently ereated, such
as snow in summer time, when flowers, fruits, and fabrics are
produced instantaneously, and are more or less continuously
tangible, when inanimate bodies such as chairs, tables,
instruments, and living human beings are eonveyed through
space, and through the solid matter of ceilings and walls,
without apparent change in the configuration of such fixed
matter, and without any volition or effort on the point of
such human beings, as are the subjects of this overpowering
force.—I say then, in the presence of, and in contact with, such
a force and power as this, which can effect results so new, so
strange, and, it may be, so appalling, we may seriously ask,
“What is it ? Whither does it tend ? Where will it stop?
In participating in such a movement, we may be assisting in
the development of what may prove a great blessing to man-
kind, or, on the other hand, what may, if the agency is
diabolic, prove to be the greatest curse that has befallen the
human race. Let us hope that the mediums who are gifted
with this power will use it wisely and well, not for selfish but
for noble purposes, so that the miseries, woes, and sufferings
of the less gifted and happy portions of mankind may be
alleviated. A mission of this echaracter will be worthy the
sympathy and support of all who are what they profess to
be,—viz., Christians.

The question may fairly be put—‘ How does Spiritualism
affect the doctrines of Christianity ?"” So far, its main effort
seems t0 be to establish the truth, that man lives on in a con-
scious state of individuality immediatcly after the death of
the body, as proved by the faets of spirit communion and
spiritual phenomena. This unquestionably is a great gain,
and so far as it goes, must have an elevating tendency; but
beyond this, to my mind at least, the tcachings of Spiritualists
are vague and conflicting. The literature of modern Spiritual.
ism can hardly be said to be of a very high intellectual order,
and treats more of the ordinary ineidents of spirit life, shorn
of those problems on which knowlcdge is evidently desired,
respeeting the origin and destiny of man, the ereation and
sustentation of that part of the universe we call material;
the action and counter action of those mental forces called
good and evil, and above all, little or nothing is said or re-
vealed upon the great first cause of all being, and the re-
lationship existing between the Creator and created. I am,
however, aware of a standard literature dealing with these
subjects, but which is not adopted in the systems of Spiritual-
ists as generally understood. There are three of these ; one,
The Divine System of Nature, by Andrew Jackson Davis;
another, The Arcana Celestia, by E. Swedenborg ; and the
third, The Arcana of Christianity, by T. L, Harris, These
are all professedly of spiritual origin; and although we may
admit there is a difference without antagonism between the
two latter books, yet the first one, by Davis, is diametrically
opposed to the other two, for they both agree in testifying
that the effects of a voluntary course of evil; that is, of a
course opposed to the principles of Christianity, as laid down
in the New and Old Testaments (which are summeced up in the
Decalogue and in the two Christian commandments), will
assuredly follow the transgressor, and will prove the means of
determining his position in the next life, and thus cause him
to be among the miserable. But Davis teaches that irre-
spective of a man’s moral character, he is destined to pass
through several stages of spirit life, all of which are pro-
gressive, until he arrives at the perfection of his being by
development.*

It must be evident that the result of these various teachings
upon uneducated minds will be to establish a powerful hold
and bias, hence the neeessity of having a clear and harmonious
sysiem of truth, otherwise any organisation of Spiritualists,
based merely upon the belief of immortality and spirit com-
munion, will, sooner or later, prove to be a rope of sand,

I would further ask, ‘* Does Spiritualism affirm the truth as
recorded in the Christian Scriptures, espeeially in reference to
the author of Christianity, viz., Christ Himself? ” What
angwer does it give to the question—* Was Jesus Christ man
or God, or both ?”” In some sense_or other more or less defin-
able, it has been considered that the essence of Christianity,
from its birth downward, to present times, is a belief in the
Divinity as well as the humanity of Christ, and that for the
purpose of saving mankind from hell, He became incarnate,

* Harrig's earlier worksjinculcate_this doctrine, and deny the reality of
eternal punishment.~ED,
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hence what is called the doctrine of the Incarnation is the base
of all Christian belief, Remove this, and the edifice of
Christianity as a separate system of ethics falls and crumbles
away. With this also goes what has been considered the
glory of the Protestant Reformation, viz., the liberation of the
Scriptures from the hands of the clergy, and making them thc
common property of mankind, as the revelation of God to
man.

In conclusion, to my view the phenomena of modern Spiri-
tualism, when rightly understood, fulfil and corroborale the
spirit of Christianity, and marvellously uphold the truth of the
Christian Scripturcs. Without entering into the doctrine of
the incarnation, it appears to my mind, a rational belief that
if a merely human spirit can be clothed with material sub-
slance for a time and purpose, how much more could the
same thing be done by the “ Great Spirit,” from whom all life
proceeds, and who has created forms to be recipients of life.
Could He not clothe Himself with material substance, so as to
be seen and known by the greatcst of all His creations, man?
Once allow the element of * Divinity” in that manifested
form, Jesus the Christ, and all that flows therefrom, ceases to
be anything but that which calls out the best and holiest of
characteristics of our nature,—namcly, love, adoration, and
worship, W, 0,

Higher Broughton, April 19, 1873.

APTPARITIONS.

SIR,—In your review of my little work on % Apparitions,”
you say, that it “is but the second edition of an essay pub-
lished in March, 1856.” Permit me to observe that this
remark involves a double error. The second edition appeared
very soon after the first in 1856.* The essay just published,
and which formed the subject of your notice, is virtually a
ncw work. It has been almost rewritten, and, in fact, all the
extracts you gave, except one, never appeared in print till last
month, Your readers might infer, from your comments, that
I am a narrow-minded orthodox sectarian. No inference
could be more erroneous, I am, of course, glad to show that
the orthodox Christian belief has a very high order of
Spiritualism on its side. I do not think that any one Church
enjoys a monopoly of revealed truth, but to make our religion
practically useful, we must associate ourselves with some
special organisation called a Church. I freely concede to
every one the privilege which I claim for myself—that of
choosing the particular Church which best harmonises with
my sympathics and my experience of what I consider to be
sound teaching. At page 75 [ say, that ¢ I believe that God
rewards true devotion in whatever shape it comes before
him ;” and that “wc cannot safely dictate to others any
special or infallible plan of winning the Divine blessing.!”” At
page 118, I speak of ““ our holy Irotestant churches—many in
form, but one in essence.”” I trust that you will allow me to
set myself before your readers in a true light.

NEWTON CROSLAND.

Blackheath, 12th April, 1873,

[The statements we published about Mr. Crosland’s sectarian opinions

were in his own words, quoted, all but three or four lines, vertatim from
his book.—ED.]

AN UNRULY SPIRIT.

Sir,—The following episode, interesting as showing a diffi-
culty sometimes incident to the devclopment of mediumship,
occurred at a seance given by Miss Cook some time since. A
manifestation of spirit faces having taken place (as so often
described in your columns), the sitters adjourned for refresh-
ment. Upon resuming the seance, Miss Cook entered the
cabinet. Instead, however, of a further display of faces, a
loud and petulaht knocking occurred on or about the cabinet.
Thig, throngh the alphabet, wasg found to be the work of a
spirit, calling himsclf ¢ Ned Ritchie,” who, upon being
questioncd, announced his determination to “spoil Katie's
seance.” He was gently remonstrated with, and in reply to
further inquiries, stated that he “wanted gin,"”” that he had
“ passcd away twelve ycars ago,” that he had ‘“ met the
medium that morning at the Post Office,” and was determined
to prevent Katic’s persoverance with the scance.” Mcanwhile
the medium had not stirred, but complained much of a dis-
agrecable, oppressive feeling, telling the sitters that she saw,
clairveyantly, a tall, coarse man of forbidding aspect, dressed

* On page 119, Mr. Crosland states that the first edition was published in
1856; as he says nothing in the book about any second edition, and omits
the number of the present edition from the title-page, the erroneous infer-
ence of which he now complains was natural.—ED,

in a sort of carter’s smock, and would be glad to leave the
cabinet,

After a more pronounced remonstrance, Ritchie was firmly
but kindly informed that if he would scek the good offices of
Katie, and would manifest himself with courtesy, the circle
would be pleased, then or at any other time, to converse with
him., His determination for noise and mischief could not,
however be altered ; so, with much reluctance, the seance was
suspended, in the hope that his annoyance would cease.

But Mr. Ned Ritchie was not to be so easily disposed of ;
for under similar conditions, about twenty minutes later, he
thundered away to his heart’s content, and to the disappoint-~
ment of his auditors. This time the alphabet was refused
him, whercupon he evinced his displeasure by tearing down
the paper lining of the cabinet, and by disfiguring the doors
thereof with some pointed instrument,—a pair of scissors, as
we were aftcrwards informed by Katie. It was now agreed
to be imprudent to submit the medium to any further indigni-
ties, and she was again released.

At her suggestion an ordinary table seance was arranged
impromptu. The room was durkened, and in a few minutes
the medium became entranced, in which state Katie, through
her, informed the sitting that they had done right in breaking
up the former seance, and that Ritchie was a low spirit
attached to a gang of navvies then at work in the neighbour-
hood., The medium, Katie said, was to be assured that
although a low spirit had for once been successful, no harm
should happen to her ; her (Miss Cook’s) spirit friends being
more than powerful enough to shield her from harm. She
was cautioned, however, not to expose herself on any account

to the chance of questionable influences before a seance.
Ww.

SPIRTTUAL REVELATION OF A MurDER.—The Newcastle
Daily Chronicle of March 25th last, contains a long official list
of executions in the North of England, among which is the
following, dated August, 1631 :—* John Walker, a yeoman of
good estate, living at Lumley, and Mark Sharp, were exccuted
at Durham for the murder of Anne Walker, a kinswoman of
Walker’s, whose house she kept. She was supposed to be
with child, but would not disclose by whom, and after remov-
ing to her aunt’s, Dame Caire, of Lumley, the two men called
her out one night, and she was not heard of afterwards.
However, some fourteen days after her disappearance, she
appeared to one Graham in the likeness of a woman with five
wounds on her head, who said she was the spirit of Anne
Walker, whom Walker and Sharp had murdered and put into
a coal pit. Graham related the matter to a justice of the
peace, and the body of A, Walker, with five wounds on her
head, was found at the place indicated. Henceforth, the
prisoners were apprehended, convicted, and hanged.”

ORGANTISATION AMONG SPIRITUALISTS.—In consequence of
the absence from London of most of the gentlemen mentioned
in our last issue, in connection with the subject of organisa-
tion amongst Spiritualists, it has been thought best to post-
pone the proposed meeting at the Cannoan-street Hotel,
although the general feeling is very strongly in favour of the
proposed measures. Perhaps Mr, and Mrs. Tebb, on their
return to town, will take some steps to promote the proposed
union. In past years theological differences prevented union,
but these may conveniently be ignored, when the chief objects
of union are to erect a building and to engage lecturers of all
shades of opinion. If there were a national organisation of
trusted Spimtualists in London, to receive subseriptions and
control the expenditure, congiderable sums, as we know from
private communieations, would be forthecoming to aid the
movement, but at present the only associations in London are
those at Dalston, Marylebone, and Clerkenwell—all entirely
local, If our two best lecturers in London, Mr. Gerald
Magsey and Dr. Sexton, were continually lecturing on Spi-
ritualism in all parts of the country, the benefit to the move-
ment would be immense ; yet, in the event of Mr. Massey
being open to receive engagements, the only impediment is,
and has been, the absence of organisation, so that his efforts
have been few and far between. Not only are the efforts of
our best lecturers completely crippled by the absence of organ-
isation, but the general quality of public meetings and plat-
form utterances has been lowered during the past few years.
The series of conferences at Gower-gtreet some years ago led
to speeches and discussions of mueh higher quality than the
present average. We ought to organise, if only for the pur-
pose of controlling funds, which are readily forthcoming when
London Spiritualists have any elected officers in whom they
have confidence, to represent them.
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MRS. ANDREW’S MEDIUMSHIP.

MRs, ANDREWS, of Moravia, New York State, was the
medinm through whom spirit faces first began to appear regu-
larly to many witnesses at once. The following account of
one of her seances i8 from the Banner of Light (Boston, U.S.),
February 8th, 1873 :—

There are seven persons present to form a circle. Only
three of these are strangers to me ; the rest my rclatives who
accompanied me hither, We form a semicircle and join hands.
The medium, Mrs. Andrews, sits facing us. I can easily
touch her with my cane. My right arms rcsts on a pianoforte.
A lamp is burning brightly. Itis nine o’clock in the morning,
but we need the lamp, because the only window of the apart-
ment is darkened, and the only door bolted.

The medium now remarks :(—“ W first sit in the dark, and
continue until the spirits call for a light.,”” The light is now
extinguished. The piano begins to play. It is not the me-
dium, for Tam conversing with her. Iassing my canc along
the keys I feel no one; still the playing goes on, and is
directly assisted by voices, seemingly in the air above us, that
join in with great power and sweetness., Mysterious lights
are beginning to dance before us, describing curved lines and
circles, and playing around each other in a way that makes it
clear they arc guided by intelligence. While this beantiful
display is going on, soft voices whisper startling things in our
ears, and delicate hands thrill us by gentle touches and
affectionate caresses. A familiar voice, long silent in death,
as I had thought, said to me, ““ Dear brother, I come to greet
you. Believe me, this is your own sister Nancy. A fortnight
ago you visited my grave. I stood by your side, though you
saw me not, my spirit-body being invisible as the viewless air,
How I wanted to speak to you! Thank hcaven for the
present opportunity !’’ Tender lips now kissed mine. I sat
speechless, my heart swelling and throbbing, but directly
found relief in gushing tears.

During the dark seance white and purple clouds gathered
above our heads, and seemed in commotion. Their crimson
edges now and then shed such light as enabled us to see one
another, and every objcct in the room, Out of the clouds
came, at one time, a little dash of rain, accompanied by wind
and the rich perfume of flowers. Immediately after this, a
white figurc that seemed a column of cloud, snowy, yet tinged
with something bright and luminous, came down and sat
before me. While I gazed, wondering what it might be, the
figure bent toward me, and out came a luminous hand, which
was gently laid upon my forehead. .It remained but for a
moment, touching my temple and cheek affectionately. It
disappeared in the fleecy folds enveloping the mysterious
tigure, which now ascended and was lost to my view amidthe
moving clouds overhead.

After about thirty-five minutes of darkness, a voice in the
air said, “ Please strike a light.” Being nearest the light, I
complied with the request. The medium, now rising from
her chair, went into the cabinet, which is a thing looking not
unlike a common wardrobe. It is made of plain, thin boards,
and has folding-doors about three feet and a half high, Above
the door hangs a black velvet curtain reaching down to the
top of the shutters when closed.

Upon entering the cabinet, the medium requested me to
close and latch the door after her. As I did so, I was surprised
to see an armless hand, white as snow, come out from under
the curtain and tap me on the hand and arm, which it did
quickly and several times, then darted back into the cabinet,
Resuming my seat in the circle, we waited a few minutes,
and the curtain of the aperture slowly moved aside while the
face of a man appeared. There was nothing ghostly in the
look or action of the apparation. Countenance, feature, com-
plexion, and every movement of muscle, and motion of head,
hand and lip were perfectly natural. He bent his gaze stead-
fastly upon a middle-aged man in the circle, who was a
stranger to me, and cvidently made an effort to speak, but
failing, waved his hand and drew back from the light, letting
the curtain drop. The gentleman at whom the apparition had
looked so earnestly, now exclaimed : “ That was my father !
Oh, will he not speak to me?” Immediately the curtain went
aside again, and the same face presented itself, and another
effort—I thought a painful one—was made to speak, The
mouth opened, the lips moved, but no sound of voice was
heard. With o slight shade of disappointment on bis eounte-
nance, the 0old man bowed his head twice, and putting forth
his hand, waved an adieu in a most feeling manner. In a few
seconds afterwards, the curiain was put back by a hand re-

sembling very much the armless one which had caressed me
at the aperture. And now a face, fae simile of one I hadseen
coffined years gone by. Without speaking, I turned a glance
upon my sister in the flesh, sitting by my side. She was
trembling and weeping, so I fclt sure she was not behind me
in the vecognition of the face at the apcrture. It was our
dear departed sister, the same who had spoken tous in the
dark a few minutes before. She now uttered her own name
in her own clear, familiar tone. How the blood tingled in
my veins ag her well-remembered grey eyes met mine! Nor
seemed she less moved than I, I could not keep my seat, but
glided up to the aperture, when she, with manifest emotion,
threw her arms around my neck. It was but for a moment.
Releasing me, she quickly disappeared behind the curtain.

But I must crowd the facts and incidents I propose to give
more closely. Of course I cannot set down all, nor even half,
in an article like this, intended to brief, which was clicited
during an investigation kept up, day after day, for three
weelks,

I saw many strange faces at the aperture,—some days from
ten to fifteen or twenty—the most of whom were recognised
by some one or more present in the circle. It was near a
week after the appearance of the sister just alluded to, before
I recognised another face, yet a number of apparitions pro-
fessed to recognise me. At length two other sisters succceded
in materialising thcmselves, and appeared side by side at the
aperture. The recognition was undoubted; my sister at my
siderecognising them at the same moment I did; and strangers
present remarked upon the family resemblance. But the
certainty was made doubly certain when the apparitions
mentioned incidents in their earth-life and ours, which we
readily and vividly remembered,

A few days subsequent, our mother appeared, threw opcn
the door of the cabinet, and showed herself to us from head
to foot.

Six times during the three weeks, an old acguaintance, who
died a materialist, appcared to me, looked and talked natu-
rally ; referred repeatedly to his materialistic notions, and
how unhappy they made him ; said much about his present
condition, and its advantages over the former; tried to give
me an idea of spirit-life, the pursuits, pleasures, and amuse-
ments of spirits, as well as their institutions for doing good,
educating the ignorant, and lifting higher the low and
debased.

I must give one more instance of recognition, and close my
story, already, perhaps, too long.

A few days before 1 left the place, a gentleman came there,
bringing with him two little girls—his own daughters—the
elder, perhaps, eight years old, the younger about six. Before
going into the seance room, he said to me, * When about
leaving home my wife observed, ‘ I would go too, if T thought
mother would show herself there; but as she was always
opposed to Spiritualism, I'm sure she’ll have no desire to
make any manifestation.” The last one I should look for,” he
rejoined, *‘she was so bitter against everything of the kind.”
But, lo ! after the light scance began, who should appear first
at the aperture but this same old grandmother. She bent her
cyes affectionately upon the children. The little girls gazed
a moment in mute astonishment, then both at once clapping
their hands in ecstacy, exclaimed, ¢ Grandma! Grandma !”

« Keep still]” said the father, in a low tonc of voice, and
evidently much moved. Then to the apparition said, ¢ You
didn’t believe in this a few weeks ago.”

“ No,” replied the spirit, “but, thank God, it is true!”
These words were uttered very distinctly, and with a pecculiar
stress of voice, indicating earnestness and deep feeling. The
old lady had been dead but three weeks.

I could give many more remarkable tests through recog-
nition, but must close here.
Alton, 111, Isaac KELSO.

THE papers passed by the Psychological Committee will
be read at ordinary meetings of the Anthropological Institute.

SPIRITUALISM IN EpINBURGH.—The Psychological Society
which has just been formed in Edinburgh, under the presidency
of Dr. G. B. Clark, is managed by a president, two vice-presi-
dents, secretary, treasurer, and o committee of seven, and it
has in view a threefold objeet: firstly—by means of sub-com-
mittees forming sub-cireles, to develop all manner of medinms
and medial phenomena ; secondly—by means of careful reports
of facts observed, to have everything openly and fully discussed
at each regular meeting of the society; thirdly—by means of
papers and meetings, to generally popularise the subject and
help on all spiritual and psychological knowledge.
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M. Axsaxor, of St. Petersburgh, is unfortunately
obliged to postpone till the autumn his visit to London, for
the observation of spiritual phenomena.

ABoUT a week ago the council of the Dalston Society of
Inquirers into Spiritualism, unanimously invited Mrs, Bassett
to give a series of four seanees to its members.

Mr, T. H. Noves, M.A., has written several very good
letters of late, in the Broad Churchman, in favour of Spi-
ritualism, and the editor has given remarkably fair and
liberal attention to the subject.

Subscriptions to the fund for the benefit of the Rev. J.
Murray Spear should be forwarded to Mrs. M. E. Tebb, 20,
Rochester-road, Camden-town, N.W., who has just received
£5 for Mr. Spear from Mr, Thomas Grans, of Maidstone.

Lo¥DoN ANTHROPOLOGICAYL SoCIETY.—On the 25th inst:
the seecond ordinary general meeting of the London Anthro-
pologieal Soeiety was held at the Seottish Corporation Hall,
Crane-eourt, Fleet-street, Dr. Charnoek, F.8.A., in the ehair.
The president read a letter from Dr, Broea, Seerétaire général
de la Soveidété &' Anithropologie de Paris, eongratulating the
London Anthropological Soeiely on its formation. He also
read an address pointing out the aim of Anthropology and
the subjects worthy of study. Among many other topies, the
address eriticised the thcory as to the affinity between the
Deceanese, the Australians, and the Egyptians; examined
the hypothesis of the descent of the lnglish nation from the
aneient Britons; and referred to the dispute between M.
Virchow and M. de Quatrefages relating to the Prussian raee.
A paper was read by Mr. J. Kaines, on the ** Ultimate Objeet
of Anthropological Study;” and a paper by Dr. T. Inman, on
% The Influenee of Man upon Man and the Lower Animals ;”
Dr. Carter Blake, Mr. Kaines, Mr, A. L. Lewis, and the pre-
sident joined in the diseussion whieh ensued.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,
F. L. A. 8.--Enclose your name and address uext time.
M. D., Leamington.—Y ou have withheld your name and address.

D., Brighton.—We have lad little practical ecxperience in the
matter of the observation of the materialising of other than
humean forms and dresses by spirits, 80 cannot answer your ques-
tion.

X.—Miss Shorter was not the finder, and Mr. Taylor was aot pre-
sent at the moment; if therefore the matter rcsolves itself into
charges and counter-chargcs between two mediume, any decision
must be more a matter of opinion than a matter of evidence, and
inquirers must be somewhat gnided by the nature of the antece-
dents of both parties.

T. 8., Basinghall-street, referring to a remark in the last number of
the Spiritualist, asks why the plancts do not twinkle as well as
the stars ? Becausc the stars are to the eye morc points, whilst
the plancts show a disc of sensible diameter, so that if & ray of
light from one part of the disc of a planet is refracted by air cur-
rents, another ray from another part of the disc may fall upon the
same part of the retina, which consequently is apparently steadily
acted upon by light. When the moon or planets are viewed
through very powerful telescopes, different points upon their
surface are seen in incessant motion, technically termed * boil-
ing,” owing to the varying refraction of the rays, caused by air
currents varying in temperature; this is why during very few
nights in the year in Enpgland, the atmosphere is still and clear
enough to enable lunar photography to be successfully practised.

188 GODFREY, CURATIVE MESMERIST AND

RUBBER. Clairvoyant Examination and completo Diagnosis,

One Guinea. Mesmerising or Rubbing, Onc Guinea per weck, and travelling
expenses.

Miss Godfrey may be seen, by appointment, at 161, ITampstead-road, N, W,

DR. HUGH McLEOD, Magnetic and Eclectic Physician,

103, Bell Terrace, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, treats acute and chronie
cases of diseasc—distance from the patien§ of no moement{, Examinations
made by either hair or carte. Dr. McLeod is assisted by one of the best
clairvoyants in the world. A guinea fce covers all corrcspondence. Testi-
monials, and the highest references.

R. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at home
daily, to give Private Seances, from 12 to 5 p.m. Private Scances
attended at the houses of investigators. Public Scanccs at 61, Lamb’s
Conduit-street, on Monday evenings, admission 2s. 6d.; Thursday evenings,
5% and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists only, 5s.; at 8 o'clock each
evening. Address as above.

IS8 TWUDSON, Normal Clairvoyant and Prophetic

Medium, RECEIVES VISITORS daily (Sundays excepted), from

Twelve till Six o’Clock, at her Residence, 17, Castle-strect, Wells-street,

Oxford-street. Terms, l'ive Shillings each Visitor. Private Parties also
attended in the Evening; torms, One Gruinea &nd travelling expenses.

BEVERID GE & FRASER, Printers of The Spiritualist,
FULLWOOD'S-RENTS, HOLBORN, W.C,,
Respectfully announce that they oxecute ALL deseriptions of Printing,
Estimates forwsrded on apyplication,

G. II. ANDREWS,
TAILOR, &e.,
61, LAMB'S CONDUIT STREET, FOUNDLING, W.C.
BEGS to inform Gentlemen, who may honour him with
thelr patronage, they can be supplicd with clothes cut in the most
fashionable manner, good materials, and sound workmanship, at very

moderate charges. Tt and style perfect, having been many years in the
well-known firm of Messrs. Pulford and Co., 65, St. James's Strect.

£ s, d. £ 8 d.
Trousers, from 0 13 6| Black Suit, from .. ..., 8 0 ¢
Vests. Unrivalled Black Doe. 1 1 ©

e e e e 0070
Tweed Suit ... ... ... ... .. .. £210s 0d.
And all other Garments at the same moderato charges.

£ Eeady to be ADVANCED by the TEM-
W5O 7000 PERANCE PERMANENT LAND A)IZTD B%ILDL\TG-

SOCIETY on Freehold and Leasehold Property, for any period of years
not exceeding fifleen, the Mortgage being redeemable by cqual Monthly
Instalments. Interest (in addition to & small premium) 5 per cent. on the

balance each year.
Apply to HENRY J. PHIT.LIPS, Secretary.
Offices : 4, Ludgate ITill, London, E.C,

NoTeE.—More than One Million and a Half Pounds Sterling have been
advanced upon House Property alone. :

C. ASTON, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL BQOK-
e SELLER, STATIONER, AND PUBLISHER, Agent for the Sale
of The Spiritualist, 39, Smallbrook-street, Birmingham, Supplics the Town
and Country Trade, on London Terms, with Periodicals, Stationery, and all
Goods connected with the Trade. The largest Stock of Periodicals, &e.,
out of London, Agencies accepted for any Publications,
Established 1842,

IST of SUBSCRIPTIONS to partially meet tne

EXPENSES of the FORTNIGHTLY PUBLICATION of “THE
SPIRITUALIST 71—

£ s.d.
Charles Blackburn, Esq. voe or wie . ~ 150 0
“A Triend at o Distance” .., ... ... .. ... . 10 0 0
A. L. Elder, Egq., per Benjamin Coleman, Esq. W 8 560
L L o 1 N w § 80
,W, Tebb, Esq. . - . 8 00
Enmore Jones, Esq. ... ... v i ceh v e 5 0 0
C. F. Varley, Isq., F.R,S. . 8 0 0
Mrs. B, M. COX .. vee aea . 5 0 0
“ Truthseeker ” (Liverpool) « e &5 0 0
Sir Charles Isham, Bart. ... . v e 5 0 0
Thomas Grant, Esq. ... e . 500
J. C. Linxmoore, Esq. e e 8 00
JUSHICO ... wie ve vee e e e e e e e e 5 00
oS A, v W e D 0O
Friends at Brixton :— £ s d.
Miss Ponder ... .. v vie sie vee vee e e W71 000
Miss E. Ponder ... . .. i e ver em e o 1 00O
Mrs. Rudd e e e . 1 00
“Longfellow " oo . 100
Mr. Withall .., - 1 00
My, E. Bird ... v e e 10 ¢
Mr. George Dawson - 10 0
Mr. Dawson Rogers » 10 0
Mr.Bogers ..o i i v eee e . 10 0
Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald ... ... < o . 10 ©
Mrs, Gtunyon ... s . 10 0

‘“Bitterness' ... ...
“A Triend,” Temple VR
N.F, Daw,Esq. ... .. ... !
Richard Beamish, Esq., F.R.S.
James Wason, Esq. ... ... .
Algernon Joy, Esg. ... ...
The Countess of Caithness

Mr, and Mrs. Edmiston

G, Nelson Strawbridge, Esq.
John Beattic, Esq. ... ..,
‘¢ A Triend,” Manchester ...
Benjamin Coleman, Esj. .
E. Musgrave, Esq.
YV v e e e e e e e
A Clergyman of the Church of England
B. W. Pycock, sq. ...
&, Thomson, Esq., M.D, ...

Mrs. Robert Campbell
Oscar von Hoffmann (Leipzigy ...

¢ A Friend,” F.R.S. ... ... ..
AMiss Kislingbury ... ... ... .. ..
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory... ... ..
Miss J, H, Douglas [T,
“AFriend” ..o a. e ..
John E. Purdon, Esq,, M.B.
Mrs, Hennings ... ... ..
J. Craig, ESQ. v o oo vn e e e e e e e
G. D. (Hacknoy), Balance in excess of publishing account ... ..,
Subscriptions in aid of this object maybe remitted to N. Fabyan Da,
Lsq., tremsurer, Portman.chambers, Portman-square, W,; Benjamin
Coleman, Esq., Bernard-villas, U: per Norwood; or to Enmore Jones, Eeq.,
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Enmore-park, South Norwood, S.E.
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HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES.

AN experimental trial at home, among family friends and relatives,
often gives the most satisfactory evidence of the reality of spiritual
phenomena, and this is the best way for enquirers to begin. At
the same time, as no fully developed medium is present among
those who have never obtained manifestations before, possibly there
may be no regnlts. Nevertheless, it is a very common thing for
striking manifestations to be obtained in this way at the first sit-
ting of a family eircle; perhaps for every successful new circle
thus started without a medium, there are three or four failures, but
no acctrate statistics on this point have yet been collected.
Consequently, to save time, investigators should do as the Dia-
lectical Society did, form scveral new cireles, with no Spiritualist
or professional medium present, and at ono or other of them re-
sults will probably be obtained. 'When once manifestations have
been obtained they will gradunally increasc in power and reliability
at successive sittings. The following is a good plan of action:—

1. Let the room bo of a comfortable temperature, but cool rather than
warm—Iet arrangements be made that nobody shall enter if, and that thero
shall be no interruption for one hour during the sitting of the circle.

2. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about the same
number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered wooden table, with all the
palms of the hands in contact with its top surface. Whether the hands
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. Any table will do,
just large enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The removal
of a hand from the tablo for a few scconds does no harm, but when one of
the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table it sometimes, but not
always, very considerably delays the manifestations.

3. Before the sitting begins, placo some pointed lead-pencils and some
sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to writc down any communica-
tions that may be obtained.

4. People who do not like each other should not sit in the same cirele, for
such a want of harmony tends to prevent nanifestations, except with well-
developed physical mediums; it is not yet known why. Belief or unbelief
has no influence on the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is
a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in general conver-
sation or in singing, and it is hest that neither should be of a frivolous
nature. A prayerful, earnest feeling among the members of the circle gives
the higher spirits more power to come to the circle, and makes it more
difficult for the lower spirits to get near.

6. The first symptom of the mvisible power at worlk is often a feeling like
8 cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first manifestations will probably
be table tiltings or raps.

7. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to avoid
confusion, let one person only speak, and talk to the tablc as to an
intelligent being. Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean ¢ Yes,”
one means “ No,” and two mean “Doubiful,” and ask whether the arrange-
ment is understood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every time 1 comeo
to the lstter you want, and spell us out a message?” Should three signals
be given, set to work on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent
systcm of communication is established.

8. Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in the right
order to get the best manifestations?” Probably' some members of the
eircle will then be told to change scats with cach other,and the signals will
be alterwards sirengthened. Next ask, “ Who is the medium?” When
spirits comc asserting theraselves to be related or known to anybody present,
well-chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the statements,
as spirits out of the body have all the virtues and all the failings of spirits
in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium Is usually a person of an impulsive,
affectionate, and genial nature, and very sensitive to mesmeoric influences.
The majority of media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the medium and all tho
members of the circle are strongly bound together by the affections, and
are thoroughly comfortable and happy; the manifestations are horn of the
gpirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental influences of earth.
Family circles, with no strangers present, are usually the best.

Possibly at the first siftting of a cirele symptoms of other forms of
mediumship than tilts or raps may make their appearance.

EVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESERVES
INVESTIGATION.

SPIRITUALISM deserves investigation because withinthe last twenty yoars
it has found its way into all the civilised countries on the globe; it has also
a literature of thousands of volumes and not a few periodicals.

The London Dialectical Society, Adam-strect, Adelphi, under the pre-
sidency of Sir John Lubbock, Bart., M.P., appointed a Committes to inves-
tigate spiritual phenomena. The Committee was appointed on the 26th
January, 1869, as follows:—

«H, (. Atkinson, Bsq., F.G.S., G. Wheatley Bennett, Esq.; J. S. Bergheim,
Esq., C.E.; H.R. Fox Bourne, Esq.; Charles Bradlaugh, Esq.; G Fenton
Cameron, Esq., M.D. ; John Chapman, Esq., M.D.; Rev. C. Maurice Davies,
D.D.; Charles R. Drysdale, Esq., M.D.; D. H. Dyte, Esq., M.R.C.S.; Mrs.
D, H. Dyte: James Edmunds, Esq., M.D.; Mrs. Edmunds; James Gannon,
Esq.; Grattan Geary, Esq.; Robert Hannah, Esq., F.G.8.; Jenner Gale
Hillier, Esq.; Mrs. J. G. Hillier; Henry Jeffery, Esq.; Albert Kisch, Esq.,
M.R.C.S.; Joseph Maurice, Esq.; Isaac L. Meyers, Esq.; B. M, Moss, Esq.;
Robert Quelch, Esg., C.E.; Thomas Reed, Esq.; C. Russell Roberts, Esq.,
Ph.D.; William Volekman, Esq.; Horace S. Yeomans, Esq.

“Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry Lewes, to be invited to co-
operate. Drs. Chapman and Drysdale and Mr. Fox Bourne declined to sit,
and the following names were subsequcntly added to the Commitiee:—

“ George Cary, Esq, B.A.; Edward W, Cox, Esq., Serjcant-at-law;
‘William B. Gower, Esq.; . D.Jencken, Esq., Barrister-at-law ; J. H. Levy,
Esq.; W.H. Swepston, Esq., Solicitor; Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.R.G.S.;
Josiah Webber, Esq.”

After inquiring into the subject for two years, the Committee issued its
report, which, with the evidence, forms a bulky volume, published by
DMessrs. Longmans, Among other things this Committee reported :—

“1, That sounds cf a very varied character, apparently proceeding from

articles of furniture, the floor and walls of the room—the vibrations
aceompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the touch—
oceur, without being produced by muscular action or mechanical con-
trivance.

#2. That movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanica 1
contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of museular forco by those
present, and [requently without contact or connection with any person.

“3. That these sounds and movements often occur at the time and in
the manner asked for by persons present, and by means of a simple code
of signals, answer questions and spell out coherent communications.—

One of the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society reported:—

‘“Your committee studiously avoided the employment of professional ot
paid medinms. All werc members of the committee, persons of socia
position, of unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary object, having
nothing to gain by deception, and everything to lose by detection of im-
posture,”

In another part of the report the same committee stated :—

‘“After a committee of eleven persons had been sitting vound a dining
table for forty minutes, and various motions and sounds had occurred, the
chairs were turned with their backs to the table, at about nine inches from
it. All present then knelt upon their chairs, placing their arms upon the
backs of the chairs. In this position, the feet were of course turned away
from the table, and by no possibility could be placed under it or touch tho
floor. The hands were extended over the table at about four inches from
the surface.

“I};)lthis position, contact with any part of the table was physically im-
possible.

«In less than a minute the table, untouched, movod jour times ; at first
about five inches to one side, then about #welve inches to the opposite side,
then about four inches, and then about six inches.

“The hands wero next placed on the backs of the chairs and about afoot
from the table. In this position, the table again moved four times, over
spaces varying from four to six inches. Then all the chairs were removed
twelve inches from the table. All knelt as before. Each person folded his
hands behind his back, his body being about eighteen inches from the
table, and having the back of the chair betweon himsclf and the table. In
this position the table again moved four times, in like manner as hefore
In the course of this conclusive experiment, and in less than half an hour,
the table moved, without contact or possibility of contact with any person
present, twelve times, the movements being in different directions, [and
some according to the request of different persons present.

“The table was then carefully cxamined, turned upside down, and taken
to pieces, but nothing was discovered. The experiment was conducted
throughout in the full light of gas above the table.

“Altogether your committee have witnessed upwards of fifty similar
motions without contact on eight different evenings, in the houses of
different members of your committee, and with the application of the most
carelul tests their colleetive intelligenco could devise.”

TO INEBRIATES AND THEIR FRIENDS.
Just published,. limp, 1s. 64.; clotlg 28, .
N INEBRIETY, Continuous and Periodical, considered.
as the Result of Physical Disease, and distinet from the Vice of
Intemperance : its Causes, Nature, Treatment, and Cure, showing the
curability of the worst cases of Intemperance, By SYLVANUS HARRIS, M.D.
(Pennsylvania).

"HAMMOND and CO., 20, Catherine-strect, Strand; or post free from the

Author, 14, Serle-strect, Lihcoln's-inn, W.C
Foolscap 8vo., cloth. Published at 3s., now offered at 2s.; post free, 2s, 3d.

HE MENTAL CURE: illustrating the Influence of
the Mind on the Body both in Health and Disease, and the Psycho-
logical Method of Treatment, by Rev. W. F. EvaNs, author of “Tha
Celestial Dawn,” % The Happy Islands,” ¢ The New Age and its Messen~
ger,” &c., &c., &c.
Glasgow: James M‘Geachy, 89, Union-street.

ARTHUR MALTBY,

TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER,
8, HANOVER PLACE, PARK ROAD, REGENT'S PARK.
Established 1833,
Orders executed on the shortest notice. Workmanship and Fit guaranteed.
LIBERAL DISCOUNT FOR CASH.
NORTHERN DEPOT FOR THE SALE OF SPIRITUAL LITERATURE
49, Grainger-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

J. BLAKE respectfully informs the friends of

9 Spiritualism in the North, that ho obtains all the principal serials

on Spiritualism, for which he will he glad to receive.subscribers' names.
Books not in stock obtained at short notice. Agent for tho sale of the
Spirituaiist, Medium, Spiritual Magazine, Human Nature, &e., &c. Sub-
seribers’ names received for the Dialeetical Society’s Report at the reduced
price, 7s. 6d. Single copies may be ordered. Terms, cash, postage extra.

E. J. BLAKE (successor to MR, BARKAS),
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

E BIRD, Builder, House-decorator, Plumber, and
¢ Gastfitter, desires to inform his Friends and Employers that he
has taken NEW PREMISES, at 11, Park-grove, Shepherd’s-lane, Brixton,
opposite the Railway Station, Estimates given for every description of
work in the above branches.

A CARD.
}/i IS8 ANNA BLACKWELL begs to offer a copy of

Spiritualism and Spiritism to cnquirers who will call for it at Mr.
Burns’s, 15, Southampton-row, Holborn, W.C., or send a half-penny stamp
for postago.
Paris, March 10, 1187 3.
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