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SPIRIT-RAPPING IN JOHN WESLEY'S FAMILY,
INX TEN PARTS.—PART ONE.

Oxg of the most perfectly-authenticated instances of
spirit-rapping on record before the beginning of the
modern manifestations, took place in the family of
John Wesley, the eminent religious reformer. The
facts were written down on the spot, and the varions
docnments bear the signatures of every member of the
Wesloy family at home at the fime: moreover, the
documents are admitted on all hands to be indisputably
genuine, and are authenticated by John Wesley him-
gelf. The whole of the letters of the members of the
Wesley family, containing accounts of the doings of
the spirit, will be gradually reprinted in this journal,
for the benefit of those Spiritualists, Wesleyans, and
general readers, who are unacquainted with the actual
facts,

The rapping noises and other phenomena ook place
at the end of the year 1716, at the parsonage-house of
Mr. Samuel Wesley, Epworth, Lincolnshire, and they
lasted for about two months, During that time they
came under the observation of many perscns, some-
times no less than ten at o time, The noises followed
members of the family about the house, upstairs and
down sgain, and sometimes they were 5o loud g5 to
prevent eleep. Intelligence g_nvzrned the noises, for
they were always specially boisterous when the name
of George was read st prayers; hence the spirit
was believed to be a Jacobite. It was also noticed
that when any of the company rapped a certain number
of times, the spirit would also give the‘ same number
of raps. Sometimes he made anoise as if a great coal
hud been thrown down upon the cenire of the floor
with a eplash, so that the picces flew about in all
directions. The spirit also wmoved doors und door-
Intches under the eyes of witnesses, and pushed ngainst
some of them bodily, though nothing was to be seen.
Here, then, were the movements of woody-fibre, seen
also in modern table manifestations.

As facts of this nature are now common in England
in every honse where there is a well-developed physical
medium, the testimony of the Wesleys is amply sup-
ported by medern experience. Had the Wesleys only
thought of repesting the alphabet slowly, and asking
the spirit to rap at the right letters, a message eould
have been obtained: and very important indeed the
results might have been to the world, had direet spi-
ritual intercourse sprung up at that date. Perhaps,
however, it is best that the grand oppertunity was lost,
for the probable result would have been the descent of
priestly and political persecntion upon the heads of the
Wesleys, till they were all burnt as witches and war-
Tocks, to satisly the rage always exhibited by the world
towards those who are much in advance of the tempo-
rary and arbitrary standards set up by society. The
modern manifestations first broke out at Hydesville,
.8, and the Fox family, though frightened at first,
soon_grew accustomed to the noises. When the mis.
chief-loving little Kate Fox said, “Now then, old
Splitfoot | Rap three times ! three kmocks were given ;
after which a further step than thought of by the
Wesleys was tried, and communication established by
meuns of the alphabet. The present age of science and
freedom of. thought then protected the investigators
who first examined the phenomena in search of trth.

There is evidence that the spirit in the house of the
Wesley's was on the whole a well-meaning, good-
natured kind of ghost, Mr. 8. Wesley was not always
civil to him, for onenight he ealled him “ a deaf and
dumb devil,” and told him to leave off frightening the
children by making & noise in their room. The spirit
then in & temper gave one crashing kmock, but kept
quiot for the rest of ‘the night, as so rudely requested.
Mrs. Wesley asked the spirit mot to disturh her sleep
early in the morning, and mof to interrupt her at
prayers; both requests were fithfully attended to, and
ghe was never again disturbed at the stated hours.
Fmilin Wesley, afterwards Mrs. Harper, was a physical
medium, and this ssme spirit afterwards oecasionally
made manifestations in. her presence for no less than
thirty-four years. During the two months the spirit
was at Epworth the fears of the family respecting the
disturbance soon died away, and Mrs. Marper, who
had longer ience of him than any of the others, at
lust expreased a doubt s to his being an evil spirit, for
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he often warned her of coming afflictions. For reasons
of their own, the Wesley family concluded that the
name of the spirit was “ Jeffrey,” :

Mr. 8. Wesley often adjured the spitit to talk to him,
and sometimes heard two or three fecble squeaks in
reply, a little louder than the chirping of a bird. With
the light of the better knowledge now gained, Spi-
ritualists are aware that if Wesley had furnished
Jeffrey with a perfectly dark room, and a light tube of
paper, about 15 inches long by 1} inch in diameter,
the spirit would have been able to talk to him with an
audible voice. At the first formation of a * veice
circle,” the spirits always ask for such tubes, but when
the circle has been esfablished long enough for the
manifestations to become powerful, the fubes mey be
abolished, except when the weather is bad, or the other
conditions unfavourable.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEATH.

Sprurrs and mediums, clairvoyants and seers, all agree
very closely in the deseriptions they give of the natural
process called death. The wital forces first quit the
feet and lower extremities of the body, and these who
have the power of spirit vision, see a luminous haze
slowly forming above the head, and connected with it
by a shining cord, Gradually, as the vitality of the
body diminishes, the cloud above mssumes a distinet
shape, and the spirit form of the deparfing individual
is seen lying in a state of insensibility above the
prostrate body. At last the spirit awakes to conscious-
ness, the silver cord still connecting it with the body
is severed, and the new-born spirit quits the house in
company with spirit friends and relatives who
awnited its arrival. These spirit friends are often
seen before life has entirely quitted the body, which is
the reason why the dying so often talk of secing de-
parted friends around the bed.

The spirit of Lord Bacon, in a eommunication given
at the cirele of Judge Edmonds in New York, April 20,
1858, said :—*If you feel that the teachings of the
spirits are beautiful, and it the views which they have

presented to your mental eye elicit emotions of joy, how P

much more will you realise the ecstatic pleasure in store
for you when_ fleath shall have opened the glorions
realities of spirit life! Eye hath not beheld, human
heart hath not conceived, the truths that death will
unfold. - Oh! when the last pulse is fluttering, when
the heart’s throb is almost past, when gusping and
struggling in the pangs of expiging mortality, then,
then will your spirit-eye hehold the gates of immor-
tality opening before you, and your soul eatch a glimpse
of the gorgeous beauties of death, It is well for you
that these lessons hav_a mude go profound an impression,
They prepare your spirits {o eligit from each manifesta-
tion the real object of ifs teachings, and hasten the
time when you can behold, eye to eye, and face to face,
the loved ones who have gone on a little while before
ou,”

- There is no Death.

THE NUMBER OF SPIRITUALISTS IN AMERICA.

Toere are no accurate statistios of the number of
Spiritualists in the United States, and it is to be hoped
that at the approaching censns the American Govern-
ment will take steps to collect the much desired evi-
dence,  What is required to be known is, “1, The
number of Spiritualists not belonging to any other
rellgiugs denomination. 2, The number of Spintualists
helonging nlso to other religious denominations.” In
the absence of such statistics, the following paragraph
from the Spiritval Magazine gontains the best informa-
tion which can be given on the point: ¢ About eight
years ago, Mr. A. E. Newton, of'ﬂlmn, in an admir-
able article which we hope to republish, estimated the
number of Spiritualists in the United States as between
two and three millions,  Urigh Clark, in his Plain
Guide to Spiritualism, published in 1863, tells us < The
decisive believers number abont two millions, while the
nominal are poarly ﬁve'millicms.’ Mr. Andrew Leigh-
ton Who. visited America in 1865, in his ‘ Notes on
Spiritualism and Spiritualists in the United States,’
published in this ine, estimated the number of
Spiritualists there 8 about three millions. Mr. Hep-
worth Dixon, in his New America (published about two
years ago), considered three millions to be rather an
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over-estimate,  From Mr. A. J. Davis's Memoranda o
Persans, Places, and Events, we learn that in 1868 he
estimated the number of Spiritualists in the United
Btates to be about four millions fwo hundred and thi
thonsand, Tn 1866, Judge Edmonds estimates their
number fo be hetween five and six millions. In a work
published in New York in 1867, entitled Christianity
and its Oonﬁtcts, Ancient and Modern, the Spirituslists
of the United States are set down at six millions three
hundred and thirty-three thousand. Warren Chase, in
a recent article in the Banner of Light, estimates their
number at about eight millions, In 1867, Judge
Edmonds, adopting an estimate said to have been com-
piled by the Council of Roman Catholic Bishops and
Archbishops assembled that year in Baltimore, in a
letter to the Spiritual Muguzine, gave the number of
Spiritualists in the United States as between ten and
eleven millions—* persuaded,’ hie says, * that the number
is twice as large as my estimate,” of the year be-
fore. While Mr. Edwin Harrison Green, who made
a four months’ tour in America in the autumn of 18686,
assured the Convention of the British Association of
Progressive Spiritualists in 1867, that the number of
Spiritualists in the United States was thirteen millions,
Amid these conflicting statistics one thing is clear :—
that the Spiritualists of the United States are very
numeérous.” Oné reason there is so much discrepancy
in the estimates is, that one person includes in the cal-
culations those only who'arethoraugh-going Spiritualists,
working actfively in the movement, whilst others count
also those who are Spiritualists but belong to other
denominations as well. Assuming the number of Spi-
ritualists in the United States to be five millions, one
person out of every six in the whole nation is a Spi-
ritualist.
TESTIMONY OF NON-SPIRITUALISTS.

Ix Zemple Bar magazine for this month there is an
article on spirit-poetry, and the contribution has a
strong biss in fuyour of Spiritualism. The following
article is by the editor of the Norwood News, and was
ublished in his newspaper on the 22nd of May last:—

“ Although we do not for the present propose to re-
open our columns to the discussion upon the subject of
Spiritnalism, the following account of a séznce, held on
Monday, the 10th inst., at Mr. Jones's house, Enmore
Park, will probably be interesting fo many of our
readers.

“Mr, Jones had invited to his house to mect Mr.
Home, Dr. Cresswell, Mr. A. Bremner, of Albert-road,
South Norwood, the proprietor of the Craydon Adver-
tiser, and the editor of this paper; and upon the even-
ing in question, a lady, a friend of Mr, Jones's, Mr.
Home, and Mr. Jones were also present. The room in
which the party assembled was large and well lighted,
the light being sufficient fo see the maker’s name upon
a watch in very small characters. Having heen shown
some spirit-drawings and portraits, we were invited to
inspeet the table which was to be operated upon. It was
a somewhat heavy mahogany dining table, on four legs,
and with brass castors. We were allowed to move it
about, and there certainly appeared to. be mo  secret
mechanism in the table itself, or in any way connected
with it. The cloth having been removed from the
table, we all sat round it, our hands resting on it, and
entered into conversation upon various subjects. Mr,
Home sat in 4n easy unconstrained manner, Joining in
thgl conl;gmtig,‘u at times moving his hands from the
table, apparently uncon y

“ After s:,nﬁng g;rpul:;?ne tom or fifteen minutes, a
slight vibration of the table was felt, and then g
were heard, apparently on various parts of the taple,
These raps were heard for some time, sometimes more
and sometimes less distinot; they were heard also when
Mr. Home's hands were off the table. The geapties
(Dr. Cresswell, Mr. Bremner, Me. Ward, and gurselves,
looked in turn under ﬁ:hnemtahlvfntthl!r. Home's legs and
feet during the con ce of the sitting, and the
were quite motionless. The table then mg, g]isba;'h:’f
the ground and -moved up to the persons sitfing at one
end and the other; and'the raps becoming more distinct
Mr. Home stated that a message was about to be given.
One of the party ropented the alphabet, and as the
lutmteqngredto beuwdwasnnmed,mpwmhmrd.
The following words were thus formed :—* WE D0 ALL
THAT WE CAN T0 CONVINCE YOU THAT WE LIVE AND THAT
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worth Dixon, in his New America (published about two
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and with brass castors. We wers allowed %o move it
about, and therc -eertainly appeared fo..be 1o secret

mechanism in the table itself, or in,any way conncéted *

with it. The cloth having been removed from the

table, we all sat round it, our hands resting on it, and - "

entered into conversation upon various buOJeCtS. Mr.
Home sat in an casy uriconstrained manner, joining in
the conversation, at times moving his hands from the
table, and generally apparently unconcerned

“ After sitting for some ten or fifteen minutes, a
slight vibratiofi o{' the table was felt, ‘and.then - raps
were heard, apparcatly oun various parts of the.table:
These raps Were((h ard for some time, sometimes more
and sometimes. Tegs distinct; they were heard also when
The sceptics
(Dr. Cresswell, Mr. Bremner, Mr. Ward, and ourselves,
looked in turn under the table at Mr. Home's legs and
fest” during the continuance of the sifting, and they
were quite motionless. The table then rose slightly off
the ground and moved up to the persons sitting at one
end and the other, and the raps becoming more distinct
Mr, Home stated that a message was about to be given,
One of the party repeated the alphabet, and as the
letter required fo be used was named, raps were heard.
The following wordy were thus formed i Wz Do AL
THAT WE CAN TO CONVINCE YCU 'YHAT WE LIVE AND THAT
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Gop 18 rove.” At cach letter of the name of God a
tremulous motion of the table was perceptible.

« At Mr. Home’s suggestion one of the sceptics asked
that the table should be made light, and to his surprise,
when he placed his hand under the edge of the table it
moved up as lightly as a sheet of paper. He then said,
¢ Please let it be heavy,’ and it required considerable
exertion to move it off the ground. Fach of the sceptics
tried this experiment in turn, and with the same result.
Two of them then went with Mr. Home into another
room where there was a heavy mahogany loo table on
a pillar and claw, and immediately they placed their
hands on it, it tilted from one side to the other; and
when Mr. Home was sitting some three feet away from
it, it moved about two feet in the opposite direction to
that in which Mr. Home was sitfing. The table be-
came very light and very heavy by turns, and oscillated
violently without shaking off a small statuette standing
under a glass shade in the centre of it, The chairs
also moved, and the room appearcd to shake, whilst
raps were heard on the walls, the windows, and on the
table itself. Returning to the other room, the whole
party sat again round the table, and an accordion of
Mr. Jones’s, which had been previously inspected by
the sceptics, was observed to rock upon the table; and
Mr. Home, having asked whether the spirits wished to
play upon it, and being answered iu the affirmative, he
held the accordion at arm’s length by the lower end of
it (that is, not the key end) under the table, one of the
sceptics moving his seat so that he could observe the
movements of the accordion. The accordion then com-
menced playing, and the ¢ Blue Bells of Scotland’ being
mentioned by Mr, Bremner, a bar or two of that air
was played; then Mr. Jones asked for some echoes, and
a series of echoes proceeded from the accordion with
remarkable precision and a very beautiful effect. Some
louder strains then proceeded from the accordion, and
Mr. Home held the accordion close to the feet of the
writer hereof, so that he could feel the keys moving up
and down against his feet. Br. Ward was asked fo
look under the table; he did so, and saw the accordion
playing—Mr. Home only holding it by the reverse end,
and with one hand, his other hand being upon the
table. The accordion then ceased playing, and repeated
raps being heard, the alphabet was called over, and the
following words spelt out: ¢ Wo regret that we can do
no more.’

“We do not intend to enter upon any speculations
as to the cause of the manifestations we have related.
We are not believers in Spiritualism, although we
confess ourselves totally unable to discover the cause,
or the motive power of what we here relate. Mr. Home
was at times sitting away from the table when raps
were heard and movements felf. The accordion he
ecrfainly only held by one hand. We were allowed
to watch him as closely as we pleased. He did not
fix his atfention npon any of us, or we might have
imagined ourselves under mesmeric influence. We
were permitted to examine the furniture, to move it
abouf, to make any remarks, and to ask any questions
wo pleased. We were perfectly sober. Some tea and
coffee had been served out—the writer partook of none;
and we are as we have said, utterly unable to say from
what cause or by what power the various incidents
occurred. We can only say that they certainly hap-
pened very nearly as we have recorded them, and we
have to thank Mr. Jones and Mr. Home for their
courtesy towards us. We went to Mr.Jones’s house dishe-
lieving his statements of fact: we saw phenomena which
were suflicient to show us that all he has related could
oceur by the same power, whatever that power may be,”

WHY GALILEO WAS PERSECUTED.

Irn the days of old, men who taught unpopular
scientific truths received proper attention at the hands
of the Holy Inquisition. In these days things are not
so bad. Because of the backward state of edueation in
England, the public and the newspapers begin by ridi~
euling and abusing unpopular facts, but when they find
the facts too strong for them, it is possible fo raise the
cry of—“ Investigate ! investigate !"’~—which cry ought
to be raised at the outset. The reason why Galileo
was imprisoncd, and threatened with (if he did not
actually receive) the forture, is shown in the official
condemnation giving the following dogmatical declara-
tion of the Cardinals :—¢That the sun is the centre of
the world, and immoevable in respect of local motion, is
an absurd proposition, false in philosophy, and formally
heretical ; seeing it is expressly contrary to Holy Serip-
ture. That the earth is not the centre of the world,
nor immoveable, but moves even with a diurnal motion,
is also an absurd proposition, false in philosophy, and,
considered theologically, is at least an error in faith.”
For these heretical, absurd propositions, Galileo was
condemned to the prison of the Hely Inquisition, and
enjoined, under the title of salutary penitence, that
during three years he was to recite once a week the
soven penitential psalms. At seventy years of age he
was compelled on his knees to abjure and recant the
false dogma, that the sun is the centre of the motion of
the world, and immoveable, and that the earth is not the
centre, and moves.

Keports of Meetings.

ST. JOHN'S ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Ox Thursday, November 4th, a lecture on Spiritualism was
delivered in connection with the St. John’s Association of
Spiritualists, at the St. John’s Temperance Hall, 7, Corpora-
tion-row, Clerkenwell, by Mr. John Jones, of Nnmore-park,
South Norwood. Mr. Jones is a retircd City merchant, and a
well-known friend of Spiritualism. The admission was free,
and the room was completely filled with an audience who
listened to the lecturer with respectful attention through-
out. The lecture was illustrated by a series of dissolving
views, painted and thrown on the screen by Mr, Henry Biel-
field. .

Mr. JoNEs said that his lecture was probably but the first
of a series of the same description, which it is intended to
deliver in all parts of London during the coming winter. At
one time the public when speaking of a Spiritualist would
tap their forcheads with the finger, and say, “ Ah! poor
fellow ! There's something wrong here!” Now, all that
feeling is dying out, and one of deep and absorbing interest
in Spiritualism is taking its place. Many now wish to nnder-
stand it, which it is not so easy to do ; the supernatural can-
not be understood because it is so high above our own powers
of mind and body. On the preceding evening he had been
present at a meeting of the Dialectical Society—a body of
materialists, who look upon themselves as something like
grasshoppers, having a brief existence here, and then going
off somewhere, they are not sure where, but they believe
neither in devils nor in angels. In a reply which he (Mr.
Jones) read on the preceding evcning at the Dialectical
Society, in answer to some attacks on Spiritualism, he ven-
tured to give definitions of his opinion of the natural
and supernatural. In one sense there is nothing super-
natural, for all wniversal nature seen or unseen is natural,
whether organic or inorganic.
two classes of intelligent beings in nature, some of them
in a body of flesh, and the others outside of it. All
movements which man can make, whether physical or chemi-
cal, he defined to be natural. All movements which spirits
can make by means of the visible or invisible forces of
nature which man cannot make, he defined as supernatural.
Spiritual ideas are difficult of acceptance to thorough ma-
terialists. If ome fish told another that there were strange
beings in another atmosphere, who did not use fins for loco-
motion, but who walked on two legs, other fishes, materialists,
would langh at the statement, In like manner spirits are in a
different state to man, and they think and act differently
from us. People often say in a conceited way, ¢ Well, if thcre
are spirits in our midst, why don’t they do so and so ?"’—ex-
pecting beings in a higher state of existence to be at the
beck and call of anybody who makes idle suggesiions, kven
though spirits be but human beings out of the flesh, they
stand upon a higher plane of existence, To go into some of
the details of the subject, hc would state that there are
essences or forces emanating from all substances, which pro-
duce effects on matter visible to the eye. He might, for
illustration, guote the fact that if a plate of bright easily
oxidisable metal was suspended for a moderate length
of time over a manure heap, its surface would become tar-
nished by the simple chemical action of the gases emanat-
ing below, but there are also emanations of a more subtle
nature from all substances. God had given him (Mr. Jones)
thirteen children, five of whomn are now alive, and as he was
a man who never sought publicity or public honours of any
description, his delight had always been to spend Lis evenings
with his children at home trying experiments of a somewhat
strange nature. Ile had thus found out many curious facts as
to the action of the emanations from shells and minerals upon
clairvoyant sensitives, and when he first heard of Spiritualism
he came to the conclusion that it was all caused by the action
upon clairvoyants of the forces emanating from surrounding
material objects, but the sight of a few of the simplest of the
phenomena of Spiritualism soon convinced him of his error.
His cxperiments with shells and minerals were conducted in
a room absolutely and perfectly dark. One of his best clair-
voyant patients was a lady, and in her presence he ome by
one took some English and foreign shells out of the paper in
which they were wrapped, and placed them on the top of the
piano. The sensitive, who saw luminous emanations from the
shells, would say of one shell, ¥ That’s blue,” and of another,
“That's pink,” From some she saw long lambent flames and
smoke arising, which sometimes reached as high as the ceil-
ing ; some shells looked dark like pewter, and had a painful
influence upon the clairvoyant. After being in the dark room
some time she said she could see him and everything in it
quite distinctly, His hearers might say, ¢ How did he know
that he was not duped by the girl * Well, he tested that by
means of a fresh lot of perhaps two dozen shells, bringing
each of them for a short time within range of her eyes in the
dark room, and then taking it into the light, and writing
down what she said about each shell. The clairvoyant ncver
saw them in the light at all. He then placed them on the
top of the piano, and told the clairvoyant to write out in the
pitch dark room a description of the emanations from each
shell, and place the description on the shell itself. This was
done, and when lights were admitted he found that the two
descriptions of each shell agrecd exactly, in every case but
one, Lately he had been rcgretting that he did not think at
the time to break up that one shell, and give her the pieces to
examine separately, to see whether there was much difference
in the emanations from the different parts. The aura from
the shells is disturbed by the motion of the air, and sensitives
are sometimes made very ill by shells containing traces of
putrefying matter. The lecturer then spoke of the aura from
magnets, as seen in the experiments of Reichenbach and
others, and pointed out how irom filings or Taranaki iron sand
may be sifted over a table, and the particles made to arrange
themselves in the lines of magnetic force, when a magnet is
placed at some little distance beneath. Here, then, is an
invisible force proceeding right through a wooden table, and
moving solid matter on the other side. Give a spirit the
necessary conditions, and it can also throw invisible power to
make solid objects move. A mesmeric aura, scen by sensi-
tives, proceeds from every human being, and influences the
actions of people more than most of them are aware, As
combustion of the elements of food goes on in the body, this
aura is thrown out, and by the exercise of the will-power it
can be sent in any desired direction. This aura often has
health-giving properties, so that certain individuals have the
power to a large extent of curing the sick by mesmeric influ-
ence. Many may doubt the reality of these emanations
because they themselves cannot see them, still that is no
proof that they do not exist. Sunlight is built up of many
colours, which nobody can see in the light itself, but the

He stated that there werc,

philospher takes his prism, disentangles the mixed rays in
white light, and spreads them out in all the beantiful colours
of the rainbow. By invisible forces then, the spirits, when
the necessary conditions are supplied them, can act upon solid
matter. He had seen an accordion belonging to himself, with
no hidden machinery inside, which, when held in only one of
the hands of Mr. Home, the medium, produced the most ex-
quisite music. The accordion is so much used by spirits,
because no tricks of man can possibly get music out of it
under these conditions. The spirits give different tunes,
grave or gay, according to the humour of the circle at the
time, and when in a serious mood they will sometimes give
music of the most exquisite and ethereal beauty, now swelling
out with a grand roll as if from a great organ, and gradually
dying away. Sueh music no man could bring out of the same
instrument,

A VorcE—Did the accordion move, sir? -

Mr. JoNES—Yes; it expanded and contracted. He con-
tinned by saying that he had seen it sometimes travel round
the room playing in the air, touched by no visible person, and
this too in the presence of from eight to twelve witnesses.
He had seen a table go up to the ceiling in the presence of
seven individuals, holding distinguished positions in life, and
one of them wrote about it in T%e Cornkill Magasine, in an
article headed ‘“Stranger than Fiction.” Friends of his,
whose statements he could perfectly trust, had secn three
tables floating round the room at the same time, but he had
not seen this himself. Sometimes the spirits controlled the
hand of a person—of a writing medium—and while he was
talking with those around him, would make him write out
intelligent messages, sometimes with as much velocity as if
his arm were driven by a steam engine.

A Vorce—1I suppose you want us to believe all this ?

Mr, JoNES calling attention to a very pretty picture of a
chrysalis; caterpillar, and butterfly, npon the screen, said that
it was a picture of a natural resurrection, and asked if they
had never seen the insect except in this condition (the cater-
pillar), would they ever believe it would come to that (point-
ing to the butterfly). Very beautiful invisible phenomena
are diffused everywhere in nature. The rose and the flowers
of the garden throw off their invisible fragrance, and where
there is fragrance there must be substance. To spirits, who
see the aura thrown off by flowers, a parden glows with all
the varied hues of the rainbow. [At this point another pic-
ture was thrown upon the screen, representing the spirit leav-
ing the head of a dying woman, and angels rveceiving the
newly-born spirit]. Here, said Mr, Jones, is the spiritual
resurrection. Ilere is the thing called death, I know some-
thing of death, for I have lost eight children, and have also
sat by the dying bed of brothers and sisters. Once I sat at
such scenes weeping and wailing, but now I no longer grieve
so deeply, and sorrow only because they are leaving me alone
in my old age, though going from me to a land of beauty,
light, and love. Mr. Jones continued that the next picture
represented an angel pointing out to St. John the beauties
the New Jerusalem, and he had had the picture introduced
because he was one of those who believed in the Old and
New Testaments. They would remember that when the
angel gave St. John the Revelatton, the latter fell down on his
knees to worship, but the angel said to him, “I am of thy
fellow-servants and thy brethren the prophets.” An angel,
then, is only a spiritualised prophet. The very best text-book
of Spiritualism is the Bible. (Applausze). Nearly all the
phenomena seen at the present day in spiritual circles, are
clearly described in the Bible, though in those days there
may have been greater power at work. Still Spiritualism is
spreading in England far and wide. The literature of Eng-
land is saturated with Spiritualism, for very many of the
writers are well up in the subject, though most of them do
not wish it to be knewn; it has even forced its way among
the scientific journals, and the literature of England works
its way all over the world.*

The lecturer then sat down amid loud applause, and the
meeting closed with the usual votes of thanks.

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE GIVEN BEFORE
THE DIALECTICAL SOCIETY.

OF all the subjects that ever engaged the attention of a
learned society, Spiritualism has proved to be the strangest,
as shown by the evidence given before the Dialcctical Socicty,
and reported in a fragmentary way by most of thc daily
papers during the present ycar. Portions of the evidence
of those witnesses who would allow their statemcnts to be
made public were regularly reported in a good east-London
paper, called Zhe FEastern Post. Some of the witnesses, in
consequence of fear of adverse public opinion, or of injury to
business reputation, would not let their evidence be reported
at all in the public papers; others rcquested the suppression of
their names, but most of them took no shelter of this kind.
The following information is abstracted by us for the most
part from long reports in T%e Lastern Post, extending over the
issues of some months.

The London Dialectical Society was established three ycars
ago ; to consider “all subjects with a view to the elucidation of
truth,” taking up questions not ordinarily investigated by
other scientific societies. Sir John Lubbock, Bart., F.1..8., is
the president of the Society, and among the vicc-presidents
are Professor Huxley, F.R.S., Lord Amberlcy, Mr. G. H.
Lewes, and Miss Frances Power Cobbe. At one of the meet-
ings a physician read a paper on some very extraordinary
phenomena which he had witnessed himself, and it was stated
that the physical and other facts of Spiritualism were belicved
to be real by Professor De Morgan (President of the Mathe-
matical Society of London), Mr, C. I, Varley, C.E,, F.R.G.S,,
Mr. Robert Chambers, Mr. and Mrs. 8, C. Hall, Mr. William
Howitt, and others of like eminence. A somewhat acrimonions
debate followed, in which the Spiritualists were in a great
minority, and a committee of thirty persons was appointed to
*investigate the phenomena alleged to be spiritual manifesta-
tions, and to report thercon.” This committee, under the
chairmanship of Dr. Edmunds, comprises members of the
legal, medical, and clerical professions, as well as 4 few engi-
neers and architects, and some gentlemen of general scientific
and literary attainments, Mr. Scrjeant Cox has all along
taken a very prominent part in questioning the witnesses.
The plan of proccedings is to take the evidence of witnesscs
(which will be published hereafter in a book), and to witness
all the phenomena which can be brought under the notice of
the investigators. Of the great quantity of tcstimony already
given, the following are a few of the most striking items :—

* Practical information about srensilives, who are very numerous in
society, and how t0 performa many of the curious experiments mentioned
by Mr, Jones, will be found. in Baron Von Reichenbach’s book on Mag-,
netism. There is a work on the action of shells and mincrals upon sensitives
eutitled 2ke Soul of Things, by Denton—Ep.
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Mr. H, D. JENCKEN, M.R.I.,, F.R.G.8., Barrister-at-Law,* of
Kilmorey House, Penge, deposed that he had often seen the
levitations of Mr. Home’s body. He had secn Mr. Tome's
body rise in the air, and pass out of one open wmdow and into
another at Ashley House, near the Victoria Railway Station,
and he had seen him gliding in the air, several feet above the

round, at Adare Manor. He had often heard the raps, and
seen tables suspended in the air without visible means of sup-
port, and once, at the house of Dr. Gully, at Great Malvern,
he had seen an accordion suspended in space, and played by
invisible agencies, the music being accompanied by three
spirit voices chanting a hymn, He also deposed that he had
seen Lord Adare hold in his bare hand, without pain, a burn-
ing live coal which Mr. Home had placed there, a_md which
burnt the hands of other persons who only touched it momen-
tarily. He had likewisc secn a burning coal similarly p}aced
on the top of the head of Mr. 8. C. Hall, F.S.A., Barrister-
at-Law, without any injury resalting. He had secn Mr. Home
place his head in the flames of thc grate, and seen the {ia.mes
playing between the locks of Mr. Home’s hgmr, but no injury
or pain resulted. He had seen the elongatmn_and the con-
traction both of the body of Mr. Home and Miss Bertolacei;
he had also often seen spirit hands and forms at circles.
Many witnesses besides himself had seen these things at the
ame time.
* The Rev. J. MURRAY SPEAR, of 14, Ampthill-square, Hamp-
stead-road, N.W., deposed that he was an American, and had
no belief in Spiritualism, till one day he found 1:55 hand moved
as a writing medium. The first message was— We wish you
to o to Abingdon to see David Binning.” He knew no such
person, but made inquiries for David Binning at Al{mgdon,
U.S., and found him very ill with neuralgia. Instantly some-
thing passed from his (Mr. Spear’s) hand to Mr. Binning, the
latter felt & shock or two, then all pain ceased, and he was
cired. These facts he considcred proved intelligencc and
benevolence on the part of the unscen power. Mr, Spear nar-

r incidents.

ratl\(}(l_al]zs}? ({fh %LANCHARD, the well-known author, deposed
that he went to Marshalls’, the paid mediums, for the express
purpose of showing them up In the newspapers. The mani-
Testations he saw there compelled him to know that they came
from spirits. He had seen a small §park appear on the floor,
and gradually grow into a hand, which had power to lift up a
handkerchief when thrown upon it. Hec had been uplifted by
the spirits himself, and kept for some time in the air, but for
somc years past he had refused to let them use him as a
medinm, as it was inconvenient to be interfered with by them
when printers were waiting for “ copy.”

Mr. J. Jonms, of Enmore-park, South Norwood, deposed,
that when in Mr. Home’s presence he had seen a chair floating
through the air, and had seen his own mother, an aged lady,
raised off the ground, chair and all, by invisible agencies.
These things all occurred in the presence of many witnesses,
Apart from the physical manifestations, the communications
made by the spirits werc of a high order of intelligence and
benevolence, and had done much good in his family.

Mr, Q. F. VarLEY, C.E,, F.R.G.S,, the electrician, deposed

that the first spiritual message hc ever received told him that
on a certain day, hour, and minute, an ulcer would break in
the throat of a lady relative, and that if he made certain pre-
parations there was a chance that she would survive the trial,
Everything took place as predicted. As Ze did not know
beforehand that the uleer would break then, and as the lady
did not know it, and was not told of the message till the
danger was over, he believed that his communicants told the
truth when they said they werce spirits. He also narrated how
a spirit gave the same message to himself at Beckenham, and
to a gentleman at Birmingham on the same night, neither of
them cxpecting any such message, or anticipating the con-
tents. The forces called electricity and magnetism by Spiri-
tualists are not clectricity, and are not magnetism. He said
that all who give evidence on Spiritualism should always
doubt the accuracy of the observing instrument, namely,
“ themselves,” and chiefly selcct cases in which their testi-
mony can be amply supported by other witnesses of the same
facts.
g Mrl-. HoxEYWo0O0D said that at one of her sittings, at which
Mr. Home was the medium, the table rose, and the room
vibrated so violently that an engincer present said that
nothing but the strongest machinery would cause such oscilla-
tion. An accordion was played in the air, Mr. Home holding
one strap. Three or four persons mentally wished for par-
ticular tunes, unknown to Mr, Home, and they were played.

The Hom. Mrs, EGERTON depused—The most remarkable
manifestations I have scen were those of last Sunday cvening
at my house. We were scated in a room which would have
been dark but for the light outside. We first heard raps, and
then we saw a figure at the window. It entered, and then
figures came trooping in by dozeus. One waved its hand and
passcd through us—the atmosphere became fearfully cold, A
fignre—that of a relative—passcd behind my chair, leaned
over, and brushed my hair lightly with its hand. It was eight
feet high, and approaching thc person of Lindsay, passed
through him. He sobbed hysterically from the intense cold,
But the most extraordinary thing of all was, the laughter.
One of us sald something, and all the spirits laughed with
joy. The sound was indescribably strange, and it appeared to
us as if it came from the ground., We were seven in number.
Tive of the seven saw just what I have described, and the
others saw something, but not so distinetly. Mr. Home said
therc were nineteen spirits in the room at one time, and I
could see their eyes—peculiarly brilliant cyes—looking at us.
Mr, Home said to me, “Don’t be frightened, there is a spirit
coming to you ! ” .and in a few moments T saw the bright eyes
of the spirit looking at me. The figure was defined, There
were no clothes, but there was a peculiar rustle like that of
silk. The faces were not defined to my view, but Mr. Home
said he could see them; they had bare faces. Mr. Home was
in the trance state, walking about the room. I did not sleep
much that night, for the spirits followed me to my room,
Mr. Home had no previous access to the room where the
séance ook place beyond having dined there,

Mr. DANIEL D, HOME, in the course of his deposition, said
that once his body was elongated about eight inches, when
Lord Adare had hold of his head, and the Master of Lindsay
had hold of his feet. He had seen a peneil lifted by a spirit
]1‘a1_1d write on paper in the presence of the Emperor Napoleon.
This took place in a large room, the Salon Louis Quinze, The
Empress was also present. The hand, after writing, went to
the Emperor, who kissed it; it then went to the Emp’ress- she
withdrew from the touch, and the hand followed her. = The
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Emperor said, “ Do not be frightened, kiss it!” She then
kissed it, and it shortly afterwards disappeared. The writing
was an autograph of the Emperor Napoleon 1. The Emperor
of Russia has also scen and handled spirit hands, which after-
wards seemed to melt away into thin air,

Mrs. Cox, of Cox’s Hotel, Jermyn-street, #aid that she had
secn Mr, Home, as well as furniture, floating in the air, and
that the spirits had cured her of an ailment (something the
matter with her side) of many years’ standing.

The COUNTESS DE POMAR said that she had witnessed the
handling of red hot coals with bare fingers without pain
resulting,

Signor DAMIANT, a Sicilian gentleman, residing at Clifton,
Bristol, said that at Mrs, Mary Marshall’s, who did not know
him, a spirit had communicated with him, professing to be his
sister. He replied that he had never had a sister of that name,
The spirit answered that he was mistaken, Accordingly, he
wrote to his mother, then in Sicily, and learnt that a sister of
that name had died in infancy. The spirits, he said, are good,
bad, and indifferent, as upon earth, and some of them are
ragamuffins.

The MASTER OF LINDSAY, Grosvenor-square, deposed that
he had scen Mr. Home elongated, that he had seen him float-
ing through the air, and that he had seen him float out of the
window at Ashley House, as narrated by Mr. Jencken. He
had also, while in bed in the same room with Mr. Home, seen
the spirit of Mr. Home’s wife in a long, flowing gown, which
hung withont belt from the shoulders, The figure appeared
quite solid, and not at all transparent.

Mr. B. COLEMAN, Bernard-villas, Upper Norwood, said that
some years ago, soon after he had arrived in New York, he
called upon Miss Kate Fox, the celebrated American medium,
and expressed his curiosity to learn something of this latest
and most remarkable phase of Spiritualism. While seated by
her side on the sofa three Joud raps were heard on the table
(which was in the centre of the room), apparently in answer
to some jocular remark he had made. “Tt seems we have
listeners here,” he said. The three raps were repeated. It
may be remarked, for the sake of the uninitiated, that in the
spiritualistic system of telegraphy three raps are generally
understood to imply an affirmative, “ Shall we come to the
table?” Three raps. “Is there any spirit here waiting to
communicate with me ?” Threc raps again. *Will you tell
me your name?” he asked. The answer was spelt out by
means of an alphabet, ““ Your stepson Harry.” (The medium
could scarcely have known the fact of his having a stepson of
that name, for he was an entire stranger in the city.) ¢ How
happy I am to be able once more to converse with you.” Here
there appeared to be a break in the sentence, for the table
proceeded to rap out the words, “ Let me speak;” and Miss
Fox suggested that it was perhaps another spirit who desired
to speak to him. The table rapped assent. “Is there another
spirit present, then, who wishes to communicate with me?” T
then asked. “Yes.,” *Areyou a friend of mine?” ¢ Yegs”
“A relative?” “Yes.” “Your name?® “Annie.” Mr.
Coleman assured the committec that he had been unable at
the moment to recollect any one in his family of that name,
and that he had accordingly denied stoutly that he had any
such rclative. The words were then spelt out—* O how your
voice recalls the memory of the past. IHow rejoiced I am to
be able to thank you for your kindness to my danghter Eliza.”
It was his wife’s mother who had “passed away ” twenty-five
years ago. He also mentioned a rather remarkable fact that
had occnrred while he was staying at Malvern. He had been
conversing on Spiritualism with the family at whose hounse he
was lodging, and had afterwards gone out to sce a friend in
the neighbourhood.  On his return he was proceeding straight-
way to bed, when the master of the house came rushing into
his room, and asked him, for Heaven’s sake, to come down
stairs immediately. He accordingly went, and upon entering
the drawing-room a strange sight met his gaze. Miss — 8
young lady who was staying in the house, was lying on the
sofa in violent hysterics, Mrs. appeared overwhelmed
with terror, and a small tripod table was dancing frantically
up and down the room, as if delighted beyond measure at the
consternation it had created. On Mr. Coleman’s entrance the
table ambled towards the door, made a low bow to him, and
then procecded to execute a serics of Terpsichorean extrava-
gances of a most curious and remarkable description. He then
strove to calm the young lady; she was just beginning to re-
cover when the table came bobbing towards her in a most
extraordinary manner, and sent her off again. Mr. Coleman
then went to the table, and placing his hand upon it, said,
“We have had enough of this nonsense. In God’s name, go;”
when the movemeonts instantly ceased. Upon explanation, it
appeared that during his absence they thought they would try
for themselves whether there was any truth in Spiritualism or
not, A circle was formed, consisting of the father, mother,
and daughter, her friend Miss , and a bluff, incredulous
Yorkshireman, The most surprising results were obtained.
“Tt was the most extraordinary thing I ever saw,” said the
Yorkshireman afterwards to me, “that table talked to me,
and told me of my father and mother for all the world like a
human ” [sic]. At another séemce at which Mr. Coleman had
been present with Mr. D. D. Home, the table rose right up to
the ceiling, he all the time holding Mr. Home’s hands firmly
in his own. This, too, was in a private house, where all the
persons in the circle were friends of his own, and incapable of
trickery or imposture. He had also seen, while sitting with
the same circle, a beautiful hand and arm, which he was cer-
tain eould not have belonged to any one present, appear above
the table and ring a bell. The same hand was afterwards
placed in his hand.

Mr. Serjeant Cox remarked that he had heard of women
who could make people believe they were tormented by a
wasp; that they could smell flowers, and so on, by the mere
exercise of their will, He desired to ask Mr, Coleman how he
could be certain he was not biclogised at the time, and merely
imagining these things.

Mr, COLEMAN said—DBiology might explain some of the
phenomena, but there were others that it could not possibly
account for—such, for instance, as spirit drawings. He had
bcen present at the production of several elaborate crayon
drawings in spaces of time varying from seven to ten seconds.
He had himself previously marked thc paper so as to enable
him with ccrtainty to identify it. These drawings were still
in his possession, and he would be glad to exhibit them to the
committee. The modus operandi for the production of these
spirit drawings was very remarkable. Clean pieces of paper,
with crayons, were placed in a covered box; a rapid
scratching of the paper was then heard, and in a few scconds
the crayons were heard to fall, and the drawing was ready for
inspection. He would like to know how biology conld account
for this,

Mr. BonTRWICK said that without desiring to propound any
thecory with regard to the phenomena, he could certainly
substantiate the statement of Mr. Coleman with regard to

spirit drawings. The blank paper was marked by those
present and placed under a shawl-which had been tied round
the table; a scratching noise was then heard, and in from
seven to nine seconds the drawing was completed,

M. CHEVALIER cxpressed his belief that the manifestations
were diabolical, and said that one spirit had candidly acknow-
ledged to him that he was the Devil. The manifestations at
his house always stopped at the name of the Trinity.

The Countess ADELINA DE POMAR then made a few re-
marks to the cffect that it was very narrow-minded and wrong
to drive away as diabolical those poor spirits who chanced
not to believe in the Trinity.

Miss HovamToxN, of 20, Dclamere-crescent, Westbourne-
square, W, deposed that for years shc had refnsed to com-
municate with any spirits but those who confessed their belief
in the Trinity, and joined with the members of the circle in

prayer, The manifestations did not stop at the name of the

Trinity, and her spirit friends were good ones.

Miss ANNA BLACKWELL,0f the Avenne d’Eylau, Paris,deposed
that at her séances they always began with prayer. Once ab
Mr. 8, C. Hall’s the spirits said, “ Now, pay attention, and we
will show you how we form things out of the air!” They
watched, and presently they saw the air become thick, fog-
like, in onc spot, and then it became solidified into cloth.
That cloth was passed around, examined, pulled, and was
seen to be such a piece of cloth as might be sewn on a
trowsers. It was then put down, and gradually mclted away
into the air.

Mr. PERCIVAL, an officer in the Guards, narrated several
instances in which, after prayer, he had seen some of the
future events of his life pass before his eyes, and that these
Visions, together with the persons represented in them, were
afterwards met with in reality.

Mr. Ha1x FRISWELL, author, deposed that he had scen the
manifestations in Mrs.- Marshall’s presence in his own house.
He knew they were real, and the ladies of his family had
even searched Mrs. Marshall, cldthes and all, thoroughiy.
Raps and table movings had also been obtained by the mem-
bers of his own family without the presence of a professional
medium. He regarded it all as the work of the Devil,

A great many other persons also deposed that they had seen
certain remarkable manifestations. At one of the meetings
of the society, when fifty or sixty ladies and gentlemen were
present, including the reporters of several London news-
papers, Mrs. Mary Marshall, the medium, of 2, Bennett-street,
St. James’s, W., attended. A public séance was the resuit.
The mental tests were failures in all cases but one, when a
name asked for and unknown to the medinm was signalled
out, The physical manifestations were successful, as the
table bounced about the room, and got up on a sofa, without
anybody being able to detect trickery. Raps also came upon
one of the folding doors, at a distance from the medium, in a
good light, with plenty of witnesses looking on. The pro-
ceedings were fully reported in the Daily Zelegraph next
morning. The other practical investigations made by the
Dialetical Society have been conducted iIn private, and have
not yet been published. The inguiry into this subject will be
continned during the winter months.

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

On the evening of Tuesday, November 2nd, the first meeting
of the present session of the Anthropological Society was held
at 4, St, [Martin's-place, Trafalgar-square, Mr. Hermann
Beigel, M.D., M.R.C.., in the chair.—Mr. L. O. Pike, M.A.,
read a long paper upon  Methodical Anthropological Re-
search,”’ in the course of whichhemade a casual remark about
the psychological branch of the subject.—After a few remarks
from Mr. Braybrook and Mr, J. Gould Avery, Mr. John
Jones said that the society ought to give more study to
psychology, and he had often said so to various mem-
bers of the society, although his suggestion was generally
“pooh poohed.” DPsychology, he said, is to a considerable ex-
1ent an index to race, for local superstitions prevalent in par-
ticular districts in the United Kingdom can often be traced to
their sources. Slavonic superstitions exist in our midst,
although often mo tradition or historical connection can be
traced in the same direction. He should like to have permis-
sion to bring this subject more prominently before the society
on a future occasion.—Dr. Carter Blake, after a few remarks
on the stndy of skulls, said that the society was in a state
of the most profound and entire ignorance about the allcged
psychological forces.—Major 8. R. J. Owen, I'.L.8,, said that
the society in its researches might investigate many things,
some of which ho was almost.afraid to name—the Davenport
Brothers, for instance; their manifestations might be all
“humbug ’—he wounld not say they were not—still, he thought
the subject a fair one for investigation.,—Mr. W. Dendy sng-
gested that as wany of the members seemed afraid to talk
about spiritual things, or psychology, they should coin some
new word to represent the science of the mind,.—After some
remarks by Mr, Mackenzie and the Rev, Dunbar Hoath,

Mr. T. Bendyshe, M. A., of Cambridge University, called[

attention to an article in the North British Revien oé
“The Karly History of Man,” which he said well deg
served consideration by-the members of the society. H;’1
also reccommended the perusal of a book on “ The Origi
of Religion and its Developments,” by the Rev. Baring
Gould, a minister of the Church of England—Mr. L. O.
Pike said that the word “psyche’ in the original Greck
meant both *the soul” and “the breath,” wherefore it
may be logically used by those who do not wish to be under-
stood to be speaking of “the soul,” leaving also no necessity
for the coining of" a} new word, as Mr. Dendy had suggested.
Dr, Beigel, in conclusion, said a few respectful words on
the great loss sustained by the society in the death of its
founder, Dr, James Hunt, and added that he would have
spoken further on the subject were it mot that it would be
brought before a future meeting of the socicty by the presi-
dent. The proceedings then closed.

A Seirrr ox ¢ Gogrs.”’—The editor of an old-estab-
lished scientific periodical recently attended the * voice”
circle at the houmse of the non-professional medium, Mr. E.
Childs, 21, Offord-street, Caledonian-road, N. The visitor,
who had previously thoroughly tested the genuine character
of the manifestations, remarked that he should not _fe_el in the
slightest degree nervous if amy or all of the spirits there
present made themselves visible to him at any time, A spirit
calling himself © Alonzo Bates” replied—“What ! Not if T
suddenly appearcd before you in a white sheet on a dark
night?” “No,” said the editor, “but surely you would not
be so foolish as to put on a white sheet?” * Certainly not,
replied the spirit, “ but you know that such is the orthodox
ghost of the servant girls!” The pressure on the part of the
public for admission to Mr. Child’s séances is now very great.
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SPIRIT GREETINGS.

Somn very interesting spirit communications from
Swedenborg and Lord Bacon were reccived in the
course of the years 1853 and 1854, at Judge FEdmonds’
circle in New York. These communications were after-
wards ‘published in a work on Spiritualism, in two
volumes, by Judge Edmonds, Mr. G. T. Dexter, M.D.,
and the--Governor of Wisconsin. The messages de-
scribed much of the life and habits of tbergpirits in the
condition of life incidental to the two spirits who com-
municated, and the opening grectings of the spirits
every evening before the real work began were of a
very pleasing nature. On the evening of May 1, 1853,
Swedenborg said :— '

«With feelings of affection and love to you all, and
with my spirit gushing forth with joy fov the opportu-
nities I enjoy in communicating with you, I again most
sincerely greet you in God’s most holy name.”

On April 24, 1853, he said :— :

«Tn our circle, where 'the spirits of those we love
most do congregate, are gathered together omce more,
weekly, this number, and we celebrate what to us is
the Sabbath-day. It is indeed a beauntiful thought to
you, dear friends, that we live ‘and act almost as you
do, that we cherish a thousand associations which on
earth were most dear. With all my feelings alive to
the affectionate remembrances of life with my friends,
and eternity with my spirit companions too, I this
night greet you cordially, heartily, and truthfully, in
the name of our heavenly Father.”

On May 8, 1853, he said :—

« The night is dark and stormy, and the air should
be chill and uncomfortable. You draw near your fire-
sides and sit conversing with one another, and opening
your hearts to the genial influence of social conncetions.
With us, we do not feel the effects of storm or cold when
approaching your earth, and our spirits are not clothed
with such garments as hide the true purposes of our
hearts. 'We converse with one another, but our mean-
ing is perceived without the expression of thought; and
the farther we progress the more is our spirit manifest
through all the developments of its covering. But to-
night, in spite of rain and chill, I mect warm hearts
and strong desires to excel, and I give you a response
founded on the very basis of our creation—a response of
love and truth, and greet you in the name of God.”

On May 19, 1853, he said:—

“There are to-night with me many spirits of your
friends, who have met accidentally, but who delegate
me to say that their affection surrounds you, and their
love is a part of your existence, as through it you may
receive many impressions for good, and by it you are
supported to endure many of the troubles and ills of
life. Cordially, heartily, and affectionately they, with
me, greet you to-night.”

On May 22, 1853, he said :—

“ While we are listening to thoughts from the spirit-
land, and wonder at the developments made of what
have been mysteries, have we, when our hearts have
been filled with joy at the description of the beautiful
abodes of the just, and the happiness diffused like air
through all the higher spheres of the spirits’ dwelling-
place, have we ever asked ourselves the question, for
what purpose are these teachings? Why have spirits
left their homes, their pursuits, their affections, their
upward flight towards the ultimate point of their exist-
ence? Why have they come to us, and why have they
taught us the higher truths of spirit-revelation ? Why
have they selected ns as the recipients of spirit-bounty ?

¢ Js 1t not that your own natures should be made to
correspond with the pure and holy existences of those
good spirits whose habits, life, and progress we have de-
scribed ?  Ts it not that you should struggle to elevate
rour own internal natures, and divest yourselves of

.those characteristics which mark you as still bound in
. the fetters of error?

« How hard have you struggled? How much have
you succecded? And how long will it be before you
shall have cast off all that cloaks your true feelings, and
manifest the true condition and action of your life ?
How long will you battle with causes which you suffer
to influence you, and not purge yourselves of all un-
righteousnéss ?

“These are grave and importan{ inquiries, which
should be put to every heart, and earnestly too, sinccrely
too, in the spirit of truth, of love, and of strong desire
to answer truly the responses of our own hearts, before
our friends who know and the God who made us.

“In 2 spirit, to-night, of affection that brings you
near my soul, and with a love that brings me to you for
the high object of doing you good, do I greet you in the
name of God.”

On June 16, 1853, Swedenborg said :—

¢ My friends, could youn but know the great joy there
is among us, could you see the unspeakable happiness
which animates every countenance at the spread of the
glorious truths which are being revealed to man, and
could you know the deep earncst faith we have in those
selected to give to the world the first revelations of the
higher spirits to man, you would then vealise the emo-
tions of spirit in the spheres, the emotion of unmixed love
at thedawningof truth, Our blessings with each and all.”

Geneval Wews,

Tre SpTRITUALIST.—The first number of this Journal has
to meet a demand which at the present time is to large extent
unknown, hut it is helieved that a supply considerably in
excess of the prohable sals, hag heen printed. At the
same time, as new journals of this kind, connectcd with a
growing movement, often run out of print before the demand
ceascs, suhscribers who wish to preserve copies for binding,
had either hetter keep those they receive in the first instance,
or let orders for additional copies reach the publisher hy
Wednesday next. Up to that day this number will be still in
type, so that more copies can he printed if they arc likely to
be wanted. Stiff eovers, with elastic strings at the back, to
hold for reference many copies of T SprRITUALIST, and
to kecp them clean till required for hinding, may he ohtained
of Mr, H. K. Judd, bookhinder, 15, Little New-street, Farring-
don-street, E.C., at various prices.

TaE DIALECTICAT SoCTETY.—A summary of the past pro-
ceedings of the Dialectical Society is printed on another page,
and their future meetings will he regnlarly reported 1n this
journal, The evidence already given necessarily relates
mostly to physical manifestations, since these, when proved
to be facts, are beyond the reach of fancy, and cannot he con-
sidered as obscure psychological phecnomena incidental to
human beings in an ahnormal state. Still, non-Spiritualists
should understand that physical phcnomena at circles are
usnally followed, or accompanied, by spirit communications.
After the production in our presence of some of the wonderfal
phenomena incidental to Mr. Home's mediumship, the spirits
once gave an address to the effect that they only gave the
manifestations to demonstrate that a real, practical, and intel-
ligent power was at work. These high-class spirits disclaimed
the possession of miraculous powers, and said that they were
able to produce the cffects simply hecause they have learnt
more of the laws of Nature than we have. Somectimes they
fail when they attempt to give manifestations.

TaE GowER-STREET CONFERENCE.—In November, 1868,
a Conference of London Spiritualists hegan to he held weekly
at Lawson’s Rooms, Gower-street, close to the Metropolitan
Railway-station. Non-spiritualists also attended largely ; the
meetings were of an interesting character ; so much so that
on nearly every evening many persons could only find stand-
ing room. These meetings lasted till the summer of 1869,
the addresses of Mrs. Emma Hardinge, the logical inspira-
tional speaker, being a great attraction. At present it is un-
decided when the meetings shall begin again, hut the Secre-
tary has enoungh surplus cash in hand from last season to
clear the expenses incidental to the next five meetings. The
committee of management consists of Mr. Luxmoore (pre-
sident), Mr. and Mrs. Everitt, Mrs. Hardinge, Mr. T. Shorter,
Mrs. Floyd, Mrs. Wilkinson, and Mr, T. Slater.

SrirrrvaLisy I8N NEW Zuaranp.—Mr. W. D, Meers,
medium, in a letter dated Dunedin, New Zealand, Sept. 2,
1869, written to Mr, and Mrs. Everett, of Penton-strcet, Pen-
tonville, gives some information about Spiritunalism in his
neighbourhood. He says that before his arrival there had
been much talk about Spiritualism, and the periodicals on the
snbject had been very generally read, but few persons had
tried any practical experiments. His séances contributed to
give fresh impetus to the subject, and the result was that one
of the ministers in Dunedin gave a lecture on Spiritualism,
heginning hy saying that it was all animal-magnetism, and
ending hy saying that it was all the work of the Devil. He
did not deny the facts, for he admitted he had been to one
séance himself, and had had his test questions about departed
friends correctly answered—a result which he ascribed to
thought-reading, Somehow the devil-theory people are
almost always persons who have been only to three or four
séances, or who have investigated only a week or a month, and
then rushed hefore the public with their very valuable and
deep experience. The result of the lectnre was a newspaper
war, and as the editors gave fair-play to both parties, the
Spiritnalists, snpported by hard well-attested facts, neces-
sarily came off hest.  Mr. Meers is a very good seeing medium,
and is able to describe accurately the appearance and dresses
of the spirit-friends of persons present at his circles. He
also sees them at work while they are producing the physical
manifestations which are obvions to the senses of others,

SPIRITUALISM IN EasT LoxpoN.—An East London Asso-
ciation of Spiritualists was formed a year or two ago, and
now has o large number of spirit-circles at. work, easy of
access to those of the public who really desire to investigate.
Particulars about the¢ Association will he published in an
early numher of this Journal. It is getting difficult to ohtain
sittings with some of the highly-developed media whose
séamces have been often recorded in the Spiritual periodicals,
most of these being persons who will not take payment, and
who cannot accommodate the large number of people who
want to be present.

Srirrrvarisy IN CLERKENWELL.—The St. John’s Asso-
ciation of Spiritualists was formed in May last, and at start-
ing-had twenty-seven members, but the numher has since
increased to forty, A great many strangers from all parts of
London attend its meetings ac intervals. The members sub-
scribe, when necessary, enough to clear the expenses of the
room, gas, and advertising. Séamees are held every Thursday
cvening at St. John's Temperance Hall, 7, Corporation-row,
Clerkenwell, when from forty to sixty persons are usually in
attendance. The mediums are Mr. Davis and Mr. Woolnough,
who obtain trance manifestations, and a few of the physical
description also. Mr. Herne and Mr. Morse are sometimes in
attendance. During the winter it is the intention of the
society to have lectures or social meetings monthly, Strangers
are admitted by tickets, obtainahle of Mr. Steele, 36, Great
Sutton-street, Clerkenwell. At one time anyhody was ad-
mitted without a ticket, but the present arrangement became
necessary hecause sometimes roughs attended for the express
purpose of making a disturbance. The hon. secretary is Mr.
R. Pearce, 34, Ialliford-street, Downham-road, N.

SpIRITUALISM IN Broomspury.—Every Friday evening,
a semi-puhlic séance is held at the Spiritual Library, 15 South-
ampton-row, ‘High ITolborn, W.C, “Admission is hy introduc-
tion, which may very easily be obtained by any stranger really
desirous to investigatc ; also, a fee of one shilling each person
is charged. The medium is Mr. Morse, who does not ohtain
physical manifestations, therefore this circle is not the best
for a notice to attend; but many of the communications
received through the mediumship of Mr. Morse are of a highly
mental character, The séances begin at eight o'clock, after
which hour the doors are closed against all comers, to prevent
the annoyance of interruptions caused in many circles by the
entrance of those who are not punctual.

THERE are many Spiritualists, and persons interested in
Spiritualism, living in the neighbourhood of Kingsland and
Dalston. The result, is likely to he the ‘early formation of a
local society in that district. Spiritualists zre numerous in
the picturcsque district surrounding the Crystal Palace.
There are also many at Kingston-upon-Thames,

MrsMERISM AND CLATRYOYANCE.—Dr. Sheldon Chadwick
isnow giving a course of four lectures on Mesmerism and Clair-
voyauce, at the British Schools, Stoke Newington. Three out
of the four have heen delivered, and the last one will be given
next Wednesday evening, at eight o’clock. One of the most
curious of the experiments is one wherein Miss Montague, a
pretty little girl about thirteen years of age, i3 seated by her-
self in the middle of a large platform, with her eycs hound
with a handkerchief. The lccturer then walks about among
the andience, and the name of anything which those present
choosc to take ont of their pockets and show the lecturer is
spoken by the little girl. It is a common conjuring trick to
get in this way the names of ordinary articles of dress and of
figures, by wording the questions according to preconcerted
arrangement, and having a sharp grown-up blindfolded col-
league on the platform to catch the signals and give the replies.
To Dr. Chadwick, however, nothing came amiss, whether the
-articles were purses, babies' shocs, red tape, lockets, or the
proper names inside the .crowns of hats. For instance, on
Wednesday, November 10, a perfect stranger to Dr. Chadwick
wrote two words (chosen as being difficult to guess) on a
piece of paper, and suddenly pushed them into the hands of
the lecturer, by whomn the action was totally unexpeccted.
“WWhat name is this ?’’ said the lecturer. * Carter,” said the
blindfolded little girl. “What is the other name ?” *‘Blake,”
wag the reply. ‘“Right,” said the lecturer. The distance
between them was about ten feet, and no other words were
exchanged. Ahont 200 witncsses were present. Dr. Chad-
wick stated that the result was obtained by his ¢ willing ”
very strongly that Miss Montague should give certain answers,
and they always came. In fact, it seemed to be a clear case
of trance mediumship, only the patient was influenced by a
spirit in the hody, instead of a spirit out of the body. Xe
then exhibited some of the usual mesmeric experiments, from
fifteen to twenty-two persons being infincnced each evening,
and sometimes more than a dozen of them at the same time.
He remarked that too many were influenced, and they had too
many friends among the listeners, for the collusion theory to
hold good. Asingle word from the lecturer would make those
under his inflnence exhibit the most violent activity and
passions ; another word wonld instantly fix them with all the
rigidity of stone, and that, too, in uncomfortable positions,
with countenances still and immoveable. The lecturer stated
that in the first instance he gave them eoins to look at, to
withdraw their attention from surrounding objects, and to
concentrate it upon one point. ¢ Then,’ said he, * the various
faculties of their mind hegan to sleep and fold up like the
lcaves of a flower, and when, with a strong will, T imperiously
told them that they could not open their eycs, some of them
were unable to doso. I then had the wills of these in my own
possession, and the will is the governing power of the whole
body, so that I could make them pecrform many things, but
could not influence all of them in the same degree. When 1
told them to wake up, it meant practically ‘I give you your
will back again,’” and then they were all right once more.” In
answer to the theological charge that the curative powers of
mesmerism are due to demoniacal agency, he said that it was
prepesterous to suppose that God sends diseases and the devil
cures them. Dr. Chadwick has lectured Lefore the royal
household at Windsor Castle.

Cuaren or ImrosTURE.—A Mr. Addison has been writing
to the Standard, alleging that he, in the presence of some of
his friends, had detected Mrs. Mary Marshall doing “ spirit-
writing ™ under the tahle, with a pencil held between her toes,
and that he than seized hold of her naked foot. His lctters
were very rough in their style, and contained insulting remarks
ahout the personal appearance of Mrs., Marshall’s mother-in-
law. Mrs. Marshall wrote that his tale was wholly nntrue,
and narrated instances of his misconduct. Mr. Addison then -
called two of his friends to support his assertions, which they
did not do, but they went half-way, and said they saw Mrs.
Marshall writing with her foot. One of these witnesses was a
comic actor, who spent most of his time at the séance hy roll-
ing ahout on the floor, pretending to he in a fit, and frighten-
ing the Mrs, Marshall's considerahly. The other witness spent
some of his time in drawing a caricaturc of the elder Mrs.
Marshall. In opposition to the testimony of these highly
respectable gentlemen, attention may be called to the evidcnce
given before the Dialectical Society, and printed in another
column, wherein Mr. E. L. Blanchard, the anthor, testifies
that his body has been uplifted and held in the air by the
spirits at Mrs, Marshall’s séances. Mr. Hain Friswell, author,
testifies that table manifestations have taken place in Mrs.
Marshall’s presence in his own house, and were obtained after
she had been searched, as well as among his own relatives
after she had left the premises. The evidence given hy Signor
Damiani should also be read. Mr. Epes Sargent, in his book,
The FPlanchette, narrates that Baron Reichenbach attended a
circle in London in 1861, at the house of Mr. Cowper, son-in-
law of Lord Palmerston ; the media present were the two
Mrs. Marshall’s, Violent pbysical manifestations were ob-
served, which the Baron was convinced were not caused by
imposturc. The correspondence in T%e Standard ended with
a letter from a philosophical instrument maker, named
Faulkner, who wrote that he was a manufacturer of goods for
spirit-rapping people, he baving fitted up their houses with
wircs and concealed electro-magnets, to make raps. Mr,
Faulkner has since been asked for references to those whose
houses he has so fitted up, and the only reference he gives is
to Mr. Addison. Genuine spiritual phenomena go on in any
house, which the mcdium has never entered till the time of
the séanee, and Mrs. Mary Marshall has for years been in the
hahit of acepting such out-door engagements. Charges of
the kind mentioned in this paragraph, more or less beset every
paid medium, and are among the disagreeable things they
have to endure, even when the manifestations are genuine.

Worere THE Lrans Go To.—An anecdote is told by a
correspondent of the New York World, the editors of which,
in printing it, seem charmingly unconscious of its personality,
A clergyman, catechising a little hoy, was trying to impress
on his tender mind some useful lessons from the Bible,
* Where, my child, do the lars goto?” ¢ To New York, sir,
to write for the newspapers.” We think some of them have
found their way to London.—Spiritual Magazine.

TuE public Spiritual circles once held at 2, Great Coram. .
street, under the medinmship of Mr, ¥. Herne, have bcen
given up.

Mz. D. D. HoME has been giving public readings during
the past few months in Bristol and otber large towns in the
West of England. He is a good spcaker.
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CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS.

1. Advertisements.of Public Companics, Half-a-guinca per
sizth of a column, or every portion of sizth of a column.

9. (leneral Advertisements, Five Shillings per twelfth of a
column, or portion of twelfth of a column.

Nole.—Advertisements ot the foregoing rales will be
« displayed™ so as to occupy the full space paid for, but
advertisements at the following rafes will be in closely set
fype.

JJS. General Advertisements, Half-a-crown per first five
Tines or portion of five lines, and Fourpence for cvery line in
addition. .

4. Situations Wanied, or Apartments to Let. One Shilling
per first four lines, or portion of four lines; Threepence Jor
every line in addifion. )

Ten words are allowed to the line, and siz figures or
inttial lelters count as one word. )

When five or more tnsertions of the same advertisement
are paid for, twenty per cent. reduction will be made in the
above rales. .

The power is reserved of refusing to insert any advertise-
ment.

Advertisements and remittances should be sent to ﬁz,e
Publisher, Mr. E. W. ALrex, Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul's
Church-yard, F.ondon, E.C., or fo Mr. J. Bourxzs, 15,
Southampton-row, High Holborn, London, W.C.

o Corvespondents,

Al letters should be brief archlto the potz'nt, as I;ke avzoum‘
space available for correspondence 1S al present SMALl.
OfC[o)nfiiunicationsfintended ];"or the Editor should be brg/
letter only, addressed to the care of %‘he Publisher, Mr. E. W.
ArLEN, Ave Maria-lane, St Paul's Cl_zurc{z-yard, London,
E.C. Until the Spiritual movement in Englind, together
with this journal, have both grown considerably, fime cannol
be spared for personal interviews on subjects connected waith
the literary work of THE SPIRITUALIST, but all letlers will

meet with careful consideration. ]

THE SPIRITUALIST 8 a periodical intended fo give great
freedom of expression o all the different shades of opinion
to be found among Spiritualists, There will therefore be
very litile uniformity in the ideas promulgated in this Journal,
more especially in the correspondence columns. Under these
circumstances every reader will find occasionally something
in THE SPIRITUALIST which he or she does not like, but the
right of reply remains. This freedom of thought given lo
others, the Editor claims for himself, and those who do not
lite the contents of leading articles, can write against them
in the correspondence columns. This plan ts thought better
than that of reducing the confents of the journal o a
pale weak mediocrily, by inserting only those coniributions
which please everybody. The preceding remarhks are nol
intended to imply that those who have crofchets which they
cannot get printed anywhere else, can find an outlet for them
here, for nome but those letters which are considered worth
publication will be inserted. ] o

Notices of Public Meetings in connection with Spirttualism
should be sent {o the office several days in advance.

To  Hon-Spirtunlists,

A large amount of information is printed on the last two
pages of this journal, clearly demonstrating that the facts of
Spiritualism, highly improbuble as they appear fo be, are
real, and deserve serious investigation by all thoughtful
people. In other columns of every number of 'lHE SPIRI-
TUALIST will also be found plenty of additional evidence fo
the same effect.

@To Subscribers,

The first twele numbers of 'ITE SPIRITUALIST will be
forwarded regularly by penny post fo subscribers, who remit
Sour shillings in payment, to Mr. E. W. ALLEN, Publisher,
Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul's-churchyard, E.C.

Tl Syiritunlist,

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1869.

OPENING ADDRESS,

Sererroatisn in England has long been represented by
three periodieals, all published monthly, namely, The
Spiritual Magazine, Human Naiure, and Daybreak.
The Spiritual Magazine was first published in January,
1860, Human Nature in April, 1867, and Daybreak in
June, 1868. TrE Sprritvanist, issued for the first time
this day, is not started for the purpose of competing
with these threc journals just mentioned, but is in-
tended to oeeupy new 'ground, and fo meet a want as
yet unsupplied. At the Gower-strcet Conferences last
winter, several of the spealers mentioned the want of
reports and records of public meetings conneeted with
Spiritualism, and onc chief object of this new journal is
to chronicle the proecedings of such assemblies. Another
feature of Tar SrmiTvarist will be, its scientifie cha-
racter. A third feature, of considerable value to sub-
scribers, is scen on pages seven and eight of this number,
in the shape of a large guantity of well-authenticated
evidenee that Spiritualism deserves most scrious investi-
gation by all thoughtful people. This evidence, written
for the benefit of non-Spiritualists, will be republished

regularly, so that every number of Tur SerirvarisT
will be an efficient instrument in the hands of friends of
the movement to draw the attention of the outside
public to Spiritualism. At first this journal will be
published fortnightly, to ¢ feel the ground,” before its
transformation into a weekly paper—a step which, to-
gether with other improvements, is likely to be taken
before long, should all go well. Much eare will be taken
to make Tmr SPir1TUATIST useful to the pioneers of the
greatest movement of modern times, so it is hoped that
it will meet with a friendly reeeption from all engaged
in the noble work of strengthening the chain of com-
munieation between this world and the spirit-land, and
of elearing away the mystery whieh ignoranee throws
over the life beyond the grave. Nay, some of those
who are as yet unacquainted with the faets of
Spiritualism are expeeted to take a little kindly interest
in this journal, for their elaims to attention have not
been forgotten.

THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA,

Not much observation of the phenomena of Spiritualism
is neeessary to learn that the manifestations are
governed by physieal and mental laws, though very few
of these laws are at present kmown. Systematie,
seientific roseareh applied to Spiritualism would there-
fore, in the course of a few years, be sure to give very
valuable results, by elearing away much of the mystery
overhanging the border land between this world and
the next, and hy strengthening the econditions which
now enable spirits to communicate. At the present
time, while most of the English people are innocently
swallowing the highly reliable information about
Spiritualism given them by the daily papers, and while
the orthodox scientifie world is standing aloof, afraid to
scarch after truth beeause of the apparent danger of
being canght in the investigation of nonsense, there
may still be a suffieient number of persons in the ranks
of Spiritualism competent to begin the work of reducing
its faets to a science. In gencral society the proportion
of people expericneed in experimental natural philoso-
phy and mental scienee is very small, partly beeause
these subjeets are gemerally neglected in sehools and
universities, and partly because everybody has mnot a
liking for such pursuits. Probably the necessary mate-
rials may now be found within the ranks of Spiritualism
to found a scientific soeiety, but if not, the work nced
not be altogether neglected.

Supposing a sclentific society were formed, its first
work must be to collect a large mass of authentieated
faets, and then try to extrieafc some few general prin-
eiples from the tangled mass. Anonymous articles in
periodieals eannot be aeeepted as good evidence, neither
ean faets long stored up in the memory of witnesses be
aceepted as free from error. But this ncecessary work
of colleeting authenticated facts might as well be begun
at once, with or without the formation of a scientific
society, Perhaps the best way to begin would be to
arrange with different eireles, to write down all the
manifestations observed, and all the information ob-
tained as to how they are produced, such doecuments to
be drawn up directly the sittings are over, signed with
the names and addresses of witnesses, and posted to a
central quarter where the reeords should be preserved
and tabulated. The documents should be short, and
eontain nothing but seientifie facts, for a scientifie body
would have nothing to do with the good or evil of
Spiritualism, or with the religious aspeet of the ques-
tion; its only business would be to find out what
natural laws give the observed results.

If o system of this kind were now at work, evidently
great additional power in the way of investigation
would be gained., For instanee, if a notification were
sent to all the diffcrent cireles, asking them at the next
sitting to ‘¢ learn as mneh as possible about how the
moving of wooden articles is effeeted,” when the reports
afterwards came in from each circle, therc would of
course be a great mass of contradictions, arising from
imperfections of spirits both in and out of the body,
but soon a few glimpses of daylight would begin to
ghine through the mist. The comparison of the in-
formation thus obtained by a few dozen well educated
and intelligent circles, independently of each other,
would be highly interesting to all engaged in the work,
and the plan is good because it would eost nothing but

paper and postage, in addition to the printing of a few
circulars, Abbreviated reports of the results might be
published at once, not necessarily with the names of all
the witnesses, if some of them arc liable to persecution
from conneetion with Spiritualism, and the anthenti-
eated documents could be stored away, so as to form a
most valuable little mine of information for the ¢ Insti-
tution of Scientific Spiritualists,” of the future.

WHICH IS THE BEST EVIDENCE?

Two statements of facts obseived arc quoted below, one of *
the statements being made by Dr. John Tyndall, F.R.S,, M.R.L,
and the other by Mr. 8. C. Iall, F.8.A., Editor of the A7z
Journal. The first of the two statements was published in
No. 105 of The Proeecdings of the Royal Socicty, in a paper
wherein Professor Tyndall describes the formation of incipient
clouds produced in certain vapours by the action of light, He
used a glass tube 28 fect long and 2'5 inches internal diameter,
closed with flat discs of glass at the ends. By means of a
stopcock and air-pump the air wasremoved from the tube, after
which a few bubbles of air were re-admitted after passing
through certain volatile liqhi(ls, from which the air took up
traces of vapour. A bright parallel or conical beam of light
from the electric lamp, was then passed along the axis of the
tube, and the chemical rays in the light at once began to
decompose the transparent vapour, and to form very curious
clouds, The following gquotation shows what he says he saw,
when experimenting thus with vapour of hydriodic acid :-—

HOW PROFESSOR TYNDALL SAW A FISH !

I have seen nothing so astonishing as the effect obtained,
on the 28th of October, with hydriodic acid. The cloud ex-
tended for about eighteen inches along the tube, and gradually
shifted its position from the end ncarest the lamp to the most
distant end. The portion quitted by the cloud proper was
filled by an amorphous haze, the decomposition which was
progressing lower down, being here apparently complete, A
spectral cone turned its apex towards the distant end of the
tube, and from its circular base filmy drapery secmed to fall
Placed on the base of the cone was an exquisite vase, from
the interior of which sprung another vase of similar shape ;
over the cdges of these vascs fell the faintest clouds, resem-
bling spectral sheets of liquid. From the centre of the upper
vase a straight cord of cloud passed for some distance along
the experimental tube, and at each side of this cord two in-
volved and highly iridescent vortices werc gencrated. The
frontal portion of the cloud, which the cord penetrated, as-
sumed in succession the forms of roses, tulips, and sunflowers.
It also passed through the appearance of a series of beautifully
shaped bottles, placed one within the other. Once it pre-
sented the shape of a fish, with eycs, gills, and feelers,

The witnesses who saw Dr. Tyndall's tube experiments
performed, were his two assistants, and Mr, Ladd, the
philosophical instrument maker., Now for Mr. 8. C. Hall’s
narrative, which was written in a letter from him to Judge
Edmonds of New York, and is here quoted from the Dritish
Journal of Photography :—

HOW MR. 8. ¢, MALL SAW A SPIRIT!

I have a fact to relate, apropos of the trial of Mumler—par-
ticulars of which have reached me. Tt is this :—A few days
ago, sitting with Daniel Home and seven other friends, my
venerable and truly Christian sister, who passed from earth
about eight months ago, was enabled to be visible to me and
those who were with me, She wag not only not a spiritualist,
but strongly and sternly objected to the prinéiple, as anti-
Christian or demoniacal. She had never been present at any
manifestation, never wonld be. But not long before her de-
parture, I said to her, “I am sure God will permit you to visit
me after you leave earth. You will be permitied to do so for
my comfort, and as a helper on my way to Christ. I wish you
to promise that you will do so, if God gives you power.” She
did not absolutely make me the promise; but she did say,
#“ My dear brother, if if. be for your good, and God’s permits it
—and He may do so—I will be with you when He has called
me from earth.” When she appearcd to us in my drawing-
room, her face was so healthy—so full of the red and white
that exhibit health-——that at the moment I did not recognise
her ; for she had been two ycars confined to bed, “died ” of
cancer, was a great sufferer, and was naturally reduced to a
skeleton—so to speak. Suddenly I said, with an exclamation,
“ 1t is my sister ! 7 Three blows were struck on the table. The
eyes were closed—she had been blind during the last ten
years of her carth-life—possibly but forthat I should not have
recognised her ; there was so marvellous a contrast between
the face, as I saw it on her “death” bed, and the face as I saw
it then ; so healthful, so beautiful, so happy, smiling ; but the
likeness was exact, for I recognised every feature after my
exclamation ; the hair exactly as she wore it, or plaited back,
and the cap exactly as she wore it also, which the Master of
Lindsay, the Hon. Mr. Lindsay, called a “mutch,” 4. e.. the
cap of the old Scottish model. Bhe remained before us thus
palpably for about two minutes—certainly more than one—
long enough for any photographer to have made a photograph
of her ; and I am very sure there would have been no difficulty
whatsoever in taking such a photograph if the apparatus had
been rcady ; that it would bave been at once recognised by
any person who knew her during her “life” here, and that it
would have been as distinct and palpable as any photograph
of any (so-called) living persons. I have no doubt that each
of the eight persons present would make exactly the statement
I have made.

Dr. Tyndall says he saw a fish form in the air, and his state-
ment is corroborated by three witnesses. Mr.'S. C. IIall says
he saw a spirit form in the air, and his statement is corrobo-
rated by cight witncsses. Which is the best evidence?

Brrrer.—Belief is not a voluntary or a meritorious act,
and is no more under the control of the individual than the
colour of the cyes or the length of the nose. For instance, 1o
reader of these lines can, by the hardest efforts of his own,
possibly believe that the moon is a cucumber, yet it would be
possible to do so if belief were under control, which it is not.
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JPoetrp.
THE POETRY OF SCIENCE.

These verses, by the Editor of THE SPIRITUALIST, iqve been previously published
in several journals.

O say not Science lacketh charms
T'o woo the poet’s pen,
To swell the pages of romance,
Or thrill the souls of men:
Ller's is & realm of fairy-land,
A scene of endloss change,
Where eyc and ear are all confnsed
. With wonders passing strange.

She binds the eternal elements, *
She yokes them to the plongl,
And iron steéds with hearts of fire
Speed at her bidding now;
Deep in the Ocean’s solitude
Shc her bright name engraves,
Unseathed she treads its golden sands
And cleaves its surging waves.

She joins the nations of the earth
With mystic net-work bands,

Binding in common hrotherhood
The dwellers in all lands,

Whilst through these wondrons arteries

s The lightning pulses thrill,

Bearing glad news of * Peace on Earth,”

To all mankind, ¢ Goodwill.”

She hends their orbits, and the stars
Speed on their track of light.
Sparikling afar in heaven's dark hall
Like glories in the night;
The planets feel her lion grasp
As their bright paths they 1un,
And with relentless laws she guides
The Chariot of the Sun.

The trecs relate their fairy-tales,
The plants unfold their store

Of wizsdom and design, and tell
Truths never dreamt before.

The lightning plays around her fect
And does her bidding well,

The very stoncs break forth in song,
Tist’ to the tales they tell:—

Tlhey tell how chaos ruled—how earth
Lay wrapped in deathlike sleep,
How silence reigned in majesty,
And darkness veiled the deep.
They tell how life uprose on earth,
How forests clothed the land,
And step by step reveal the work
Of HIS Almighty hand.

Calmly in silence and in gloom,
In caverns of the carth,

They teach vain man the nothingness
Of his ephemeral birth.

Show him dread scenes of former life
T.ong to destruction hwled,

And on earth’s pillarg bid him read
The history of a world.

Behold another votary still—
The Iight her aid has given,
Light, whose bright beams of purity
TRushed angel-winged from heaven.
Then fair Aurora Iit the north,
And shook her streaming bars,
Then earth awoke, awolke o lifc—
Then sang the morning stars.

Yet learn, Fnchantress, thy domain
A limit still must know,

Thus far, O Science, is thine own—
Further thou canst not go.

In the councils of cternity
His wondrous ways were planned;

Ways that clude thy piercing eye,
Defy thine iron hand.

Ages of dim futurity
Shall own thy powerful sway,

Till man with all his noble works
Shall pass {romn earth for aye.

For ever teach him Nature’s laws,
Unfold his Maker’s will,

Guide him in paths of light and truth,
And lead himnm upwards still.

@ovyesponvence.

[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who somelimes express opinions
dicmetrically opposed to those of this journal and its readers].

THE SEPARATION BETWEEN SPIRIT SOCIETIES.

SIR,—As I chance to be aware that in the first number of
the new journal you intend to advocate an organised system
of questioning the spirits at different circles, at the same time
and upon the same subject, in order.to compare the answers
thus independently obtained, I Rave a suggestion to make.

Very,.often; in-fact’ in the majority of cases, many of the

.-Spirits surrognding a circle cannot sce each other, any more
“than” we can ‘ordinarily see them. Very high spirits are
“usually, if not always, quitc invisible to very low spirits,
+thongh T do not know whether the reverse is also the case.
Therefore, when questioning spirits, no two circles may be
questioning beings in the same conditions of existence, and
the answers given at the two circles, as to the mode of life of
the spirits, will be as different as answers from a German and
a Hottentot when questioned separately about their daily life.

‘What I suggest is, that at the very outset some knowledge
should be gained as to the amount and the causes of the sepa-
rations. If well-educated people, who can ask questions with-
out putting their own theories into the mouths of the spirits,
would ouly-get all the information they can on these points at
circles, and briefly send you the results, I am sure that the
publication of the answers would be very interesting, and of
use in further research. A TRUTH-SEEKER,

THOUGHT-READING AND PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS,

S1R,—I called on the afternoon of Sunday, October 31st, on
the clder Mrs. Marshall, medinm, 13, Bristol-gardens, W.
After chatting for some little time, she suggested that we
should have a séance, so we placed our hands on the table,
only she and I being present. There were some taps, as if in
respongse to questions, and she enquired if I were asking any-
thing ; but as I had nothing to ask, we took our hands off.
I had, however, wondered {(mentally) whether a brother-in-
law of minc was present, whose movement of the table is
peculiar to himself. Presently, rappings were heard, one just
under my arm, so Mrs, Marshall considered those a sign that

* « Bridges unsupported by arches can be made to span the foaming
current ; man shall deseend to the hottom of the Ocean safely, breathing
and treading with firm steps on the golden sands, never brightened by the
light of day. Call but the secrct powers of Sol and Luna into action, and
bchold & single steersman sitting at the helm guiding the vessel, which
divides the waves with greater rapidity than il she had been filled with g
crew of mariners toiling at the oars. And the loaded chariot, no longer
encumbered with panting steeds, darts on its course with relentless force
and activity. Let the simple elements do their duty; bind the eternal
<€lements, and yoke them to the same plough."—£riar Bacon's Prophecy.

some spirit wished to communicate, and we rcplaced our
hands on the table, when my brother-in-law immediately
manifested himself in his wsual manncr ;*but he had no mes-
sage to give, appearing only to have come in response to my
thought. I then asked if my brother and nephew were there,
both of whom have lately passed into the spirit-world, I
received an affirmative answer; and then I told the latter that
I wished him to give me a sign, adding that he would know
of what character I wished it to be.

The table moved gently backwards and forwards a few times
with a kind of undulating motion ; it then bent quite down
into Mrs. Marshall’s lap, and after remaining thus for a few
geconds, rose to its place, and then bent for the second time
into her lap ; when suddenly it turned aside, and slipped off,
down to the ground. The poor old lady was guite startled,
and could not think what it meant, but to me it was quite
clear :—first, the gentlc waves of the sea, then the two days
that the unfortunate Carnatic was on the rock, and finally,
the sudden slip, when the vessel sank, and my dear nephew,
Mr. Warren, was drowned ! I had wanted something ex-
pressive of the wreck, but had not formed any idea in my own
mind as to how it was to be exemplified.

GrorcraNa IoUGHTON.

20, Delamere-crescent, W.

TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP.

S1R,—I huil with pleasure the contemplated appearance of
a fortnightly paper devoted to the science and facts of Spiri-
tualism. Although we have two able monthly exponents,
Human Nature and the Spiritual Magazine, yet we nced a
sound weekly or bi-monthly organ ; therefore I bid the Spiri-
tualist God speed. The other evening, while sitting with my
wife and a friend, T was entranced by an influence purporting
to be the spirit of a fire-worshipper. The language wag a
strange one, of which my friend can only remember one word,
viz., ¢ 8in 8yu.” Can you, or any of your readers, tell me the
meaning of this phrase, as it would be a good test !

I send you a tracing of some characters written by me while
in a trance state on Sunday last. JoHN DE MORGAX.

Cork, Nov. 17.

[It is an established fact in Spiritnalism that trance media are sometimes
made to converse accuratcly in languages which they do not understand in
their normal state. There is a kind intention in complimentary remarks,
still their omission in letters intended fo be printed would be preferred, in
order that the small space at present at disposal may be economised for
strictly useful purposes.—ED.]

FRIENDS OF SPIRITUATISM.— At a time when Spiritualism
was far more unknown and unpopular in Emngland than at
present, Mr. C. F. Varley, the electrician, came publicly for-
ward, and on oath, before the Court of Chancery, bore testi-
mony that the facts of Spiritualism were true. That affidavit
will be found on page seven of this journal. By thus risking
a high scientific reputation, at a time when many others who
were asked to bear testimony to what they knew to be trne
were afraid to do the same, Mr. Varley earned a very decp
amount of respect from all Spiritualists. Accordingly, the
following testimonial, which probably has never been pub-
lished before, will be read with all the more interest :—

RovAL HUMANE SoCIETY.—Instituted 1774. For the recovery of per-
sons apparcntly drowned or deed. Patroness, Her Majesty the Queen;
Vice-Patron, His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, K.G.; Pre-
sident, His Grace the Duke of Norfolk, E.M., K.G—At & committcc
holden at the society’s office, 3, T'rafalgar-square, on Wednesday, the 16th
day of January, 1850, Benjamin Hawes, Esq., in the chair, it was resolved
unanimously “ That the grateful and sincere thanks of this committee are
hereby mosi cordially presented to Mr, Cromwell Fleetwood Varley, for his
coursge and humanity in going upon unsound ice to the relief of Mr.
Joseph Gay, who had become exhausted while rescuing & boy immersed in
a deep pond at Hampstead, on the 6th Jennary, 1850, and by whose timely
aid, assisted by others, two lives were saved.—(Signed) Norfolk, E.M., pre~
sident; Benjamin Hawes, chairman; J. Chailler, seerotary.”

Mr. Varley has also saved other persons than the above from
death by drowning. The following passage from the Ducks.
Herald narrates some of Mrs. Varley’s abilities as an amateur
operatic actress. It is taken from an account recently pub-
lished therein, describing an amateur performance of “ Lucrezia
Borgia ”* at Winslow.: *Lucreszla (Mrs. Varley) then entered,
wearing a mask, and sang the difficult and touching song ad-
dressed to her son in a style worthy of an artiste, the florid
passages being well executed, and taken with a precision which
showed that she was quite equal to the part. We haveseldom
geen a Lucrezia who so thoroughly looked ‘the Duchess’ as
this lady, ker dress and whole appearance being quite magni-
ficent. She pleads for the life of Giennaro, at first mildly, but,
receiving denials from the duke, her anger is gradually raised
into fury, and she bursts forth in a splendid air, fall of ven-
geance, It was the first time either Mrs. Varley or Mrs. Frend
had ever undertaken anything of the kind.”

Soroxon, Kive or Israrr.—Nobody knows better than
Mrs. Emma Hardinge, the eminent medium, how to narrate a
good story with effect. In one of her anecdotes she tells how
she was dining with friends, in somec American town, we
forget where, and a mecssenger arrived in breathleéss haste,
inviting her immediate attendance at a new circle then
sitting in a neighbouring strect. ‘ Pleasc come at once,” said
the excited messenger, “ Solomon wants fo speak to you.”
“Solomon ! said Mrs. Hardinge, ¢ Solomon who?” ¢ Sclo-
mon, King of Isracl,” was the reply. ‘I suppose you obtained
that name through the physical manifestations? * said Mrs.
Hardinge. “Yes,” replied the bearer, who did not know the
full force of the remark. Mrs. Hardinge continued—* Then,
tell Solomon, King of Israel, I am engaged at dinner with
friends, and can’t come.” The messenger scemed to be very
much startled by the answer, which, however, he delivered to
the circle, but soon returned, saying, “That she rcally must
come, Solomon wanted to speak to her very badly indeed.”
She accordingly went, and being a good seeing medium, at
once knew more of the facts of the case than did the members
of the circle. The table, which before her entrance had been
bouncing up and down, and making a great clatter, then
edged about very shyly and quietly. The members of the
circle expressed their surprise at the falling off in the vigour
of the manifestations, Mrs. Hardinge said, “ Go on, Solomon.
Don’t be afrald of me. Let me see what you can do.”
Accordingly, up and down went the table with a violence,
which placed its legs in danger of breaking. ¢ Solomon,”
said Mrs. Hardinge, “ How long ago is it since I saw you
buying up old hats about the streets of this city?” * Three
months,” was the reply. * Solomon, now, tell me, what do
you mean by coming here to deceive these good people in this
manner?” ¢ Well,” said Solomon, who was not a bad sort of
fellow at bottom, “They wouldn't have nothin’ else, and so I
give it ’em !” A warning, this, to Spiritualists who have a
weak reverence for great names; the supply is sure to meet
the demand.

DR. THOMAS YOUNG ON SPIRITS.

Dr. Tromas Youwa, the eolleague of Sir Humphrey
Davy, and one of the predeeessors of Faraday and
Tyndall, as Professor of Natural Philosophy at the
Royal Institution, has placed on reeord some specula-
tions of his own respecting Spiritual beings, considered
from a physieal science point of view. Dr. Young was
the first in this country to work out and advocate the
wave theory of light, but hc was crushed for the time
being by the great weight of authority brought to bear
against him by Sir Isaae Newton and Lord Brougham,
who held that light was not wave motion, but consisted
of particles shot out with infinite velocity from the
luminous source. It is now known that Dr, Thomas
Young was in the right, and Professor Tyndall, F.RR.8.,
has scarcely delivered a single lecturc on light within
the last two years, in which he has not called attention
to the eminence of Young as a philosopher, and pointed
out how his labours were long overlooked hecausc of the
eminence of those who held opposing opinions.

Strange to say, Young held more aecurate views in
his day as to the nature of spiritual beings then Fara-
day and Tyndall ever attained, notwithstanding the rich
rain of evidence falling on every side of the latter
philosophers—evidence which they refused to examine,
Here is a long-forgotten paragraph written by Dr.
Thomas Young, and the words thereof will live in
history :—

“We see forms of matter differing in subtilty and
mobility under the names of solids, liquids, and
gases; above these are the semi-material existences
which produce the phenomena of cleetricity and
magnetism, and either caloric or wuniversal ether;
higher still perhaps are the causes of gravita-
tion, and the immediate agents in attractions of
all kinds, whieh exhibit some phenomena apparently
still more remote from all that is compatible with
material bodies ; and of these different orders of beings
the more refined and immaterial scem to freely pervade
the grosser. It seems, therefore, natural to believe that
the analogy may be eontinued still further, until it
rises into existence absolutely immaterial and spiritual.
We know not but that thousands of spiritwal worlds
may exist unseen for ever by human eyes; nor have
we any reason to supposc that even the presence of
matter in a given spot necessarily excludes those exist-
ences from it. Thosc who maintain that nature always
teems with life whercver living beings can be placed,
may therefore speeulate with freedom on the possibility
of independent worlds ; some cxisting in different parts
of spaee, others pervading cach other, unseen and un-
known, in the same space, and others again to which
space may not be a necessary mode of existence.”

Tue Serrrrvar Lisrary.—The only lending library in
London for books on Spiritualism and kindred subjects is that
belonging to Mr. James Burns, bookseller and stationer, 15
Southampton-row, Holborn, W.C. Mr. Burns has fitted up’
Tooms on the premises wherein friendly meetings for the
furtherance of the Spiritnal cause often take place. In the
course of September last a meeting was held in these rooms,
under the presidency of Mr. Coleman, to welcome an eminent
American medium, Mr. J. M. Peebles, consul at Trebizonde
to the Government of the United States, and one of the
editors of The Banner of Tight, the chicf newspaper of the
American Spiritualists. At that meeting Mr. Burns narrated
how he first began the formation of the Spiritual Library by
the importation of a small box of books from New York, and
how the undertaking grew gradually until his littlc establish-
ment in Wellington-road, Camberwell, became very well
known to those who required scarce books on progressive sub-
jects connected with man. The growth of modern Spiritualism
at last rendered it advisable for him to take his present more
extensive and central premises. Spiritualism is known to
have no more unselfish and hard-working advocate anywhere
than Mr. Burns, in evidence of which it may be stated that,
although he is the owner of one Spiritual periodical, Human
Nature, he placed every facility in the way of the issue of this
new journal, The Spiritualist, becausc he thought it would help
the movement. There are so many points wherein the two
periodicals entircly differ from cach other that it is hoped
that injurious competition has been avoided. The work that
Mr, Burns has performed for many years past, makes it a duty
on the part of Spiritualists to strengthen his hands in every
possible way in his new establishment.

ArPARITIONS.—You can scarcely select hap-hazard a
dozen families, without finding one or two members of them
who have received at the moment of the death of some near
relative, a communication announcing the fact at a distance.
These communications are often made by the dying person
appearing to some member of the family at the moment of
passing away. The death moment seems the most easy one
in which to make such communications. Notwithstanding the
enormous humber of such cases, some of them supported with
such striking collateral proof as to remove all doubt, the pos-
sessors of such information are afraid to narrate these interest-
ing facts except under the seal of confidence, because the world
at large ridicules that which it does not understand.— Varley.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

B. EninpuRGH.—Evidence is best obtained by industry in visiting
different circles, selecting at first those where powerful physical
manifestations are common, sineco these cannot be the result of
imagination or ecredulity. Much depends upon the medium; in
London good physical media are rare, and the rush to obfain
sittings with them is now very great. T'his is caused partly by
the fact that it usually takes several years to develop the most
striking manifestations through a medium, and partly because
very many who see symptons of mediumship appearing in them-
selves, get frightened, and will not allow the spirits to use them
for manifestations. Good physical media are much wanted in
Glasgow ; and perhaps you find it the same in Hdinburgh. We
thank you for your good wishes.
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FACTS FOR NON-SPIRITUALISTS.

is Journal will necessarily often come
ﬁ:dgl 1?;he observation of those who are not
Spiritualists, it has been thought judicious to
reprint regularly on this and the next page,
the following condensed evidence thab spiri-
tualism deserves serious investigation. The
phenomena witnessed in spiritual circles are
so extraordinary, and so unlike those coming
within the ordinary range of human experi-
cnce, that it is quite right not to accept them
on the testimony of others. Each individunal
should witness and test them personally, and
believe nothing until the absolute knowledge
iz gained that denial is impossible.

EVIDEKCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESERVES INVES-
TIGATION.

The testimony of reliable and respcetable wit-
nesscs that the phenomena of Spiritualism are
actual facts, and not imposture or delusion, has of
late years so accumulated as to possess very great
weight. In the case of Liyon v Heme, Mr. Robert
Chambers, Mr. C. F. Varley, Dr. Gully, Mr. and
Mrs. 8. C. Hall, and others, all mado affidavits
strongly in favour of Mr. Home. The following
was the afidavit of Mr. C. F. Varley, C.E,
F.R.G.8, LRI :—

« 1, Cromwell Fleetwood Varley, of Fle.etwood House,
Bec]&enham, in the County of Kent, Esquire, make oath
nd say as follows i— )
# “1 gave been a student of electricity; chemast;y, tiiled
natorsl philosophy for twenty-six years, an =
graphic };,nginegr yby profession for twenty-one yle‘a.{s,
and T am the consuliing electrician of the Atlantic Tele-
graph Company, and of the Electric and Tnternational
any. .
Co‘l‘%‘boﬁt nine or ten years ago, having had my atten-
tion directed to the subject of Spiritnalism by its spon-
taneous and uncxpected development In my Own fa.}nlly
in the form of clairvoyant visions and communications,
T determined to test the truth of the alleged physical
phenomens to the best of my ability, and to ascertain,
if possible, the nature of the force which produced them.

« Accordingly, about eight years ago, I called on Mr.
Home, the defendant in this suit, a,ngi stated that I had
not vet witnessed any of the physical phenomena, but
that T was & scientific man and wished to investigate
them carefully. .

“He immediately gave me every facility for the pur-
pose, and desired me to satjsfy n;yself in every posq1blo
way, end T havo becn with him on divers occasions
when the phenomena have oceurred. I havo examined
and tested them with him and with others, nnder con-
ditions of my own choice, under & bright light, and have
made the most jealous and searching scrutiny. I have
been, since then, for seven months in America, where
the subjeet attracts great attention and study, and Wh'ere
it is cultivated by some of the ablest men, zmd. having
experimented with and compared tho .forces W}th elec-
tricity and magnetism, and after having applied me-
chanieal and mental tests, I entertain no donbt Wha.tgver
that the manifestations which I have myself examined
were not due to the operation of any of the recognised

physical laws of nature, and that there has been present |

on the occasions above-mentioned some intelligence
other than that of the medium and observers.

“The subject of course offers many opportunities and
inducements for fraud, and I only speal of what I have
myself seen and tested. Since my acquaintance with
Mr. Home began I have pursued the enquiry, and T have
found engaged in it able, learned, and scicentific men,
who are convinced as T am, that the physical manifesta-
tions are but the introduction to an extensive fleld of
mental and physical knowledge which will in a great
measure explain and reconcile the bellefs of all ages and
nations. I know of several instances both in Europe
and America in which this course of study has awalk-
ened the pereeption of the purest and loftiest truths and
principles. There have been no doubt cases in which
the intellect has been too feeble for the stimnlus, and
has been overpowered by it, just as frequently results
from excessive application to religion and other exciting
topics, but such cases have not come within my own
observation. -

“Mr. Home, like several other non-professional me-
diums whose cases I have studied, was passive during
the occurrence of the manifestations. He, like the
other mediums, is extremcly susceptible to external in-
fluences, and has a mind better suited to receive impres-
sions than to prosecute enguiries. I willingly testify my
entire conviction of his truthfulness and honesty.

“ (. F. VARLEY."

It also came out in the evidence given at the
trial, that Mr. Home had been the invited and un-
paid guest of tho Empcror and the Empress of the
French, the Emperor, Empress, and the late Em-
press Dowager of Russia, the Grand Duke Con-
stantine, the King of Trussia, the latc King of
Bavaria, the late King of Wurtemburg, ‘and the
Quecn of Holland. Mr. Home says that all his
life he has never taken a farthing of pay for his
séances. In March, 1869, the Spiritual Magazine
gave the names of the following gentlemen as
those who have long been investigating the sub-
ject:—

“Cromwell F. Varley, Fisq., Fleetwood-liouse, Becken-
bham; Alfred B. Wallace, Esq., 9, St. Mark’s-cresceut,
N.W.; Professor De Morgan, 91, Adelaide-road, N.W.;
Capta.iq Drayson, B.A., Woolwich; Dr. J. M. Gully,
The Priory, Great Malvern: Dr. J. J. G. Wilkinson, 4,
8t. John's-wood-villas, N.W.; Dr. Dixon, 8, Cireat Or-
mond-street, W.C.: 8. C. Hall, Esq, 15 Ashley-place,
Vlctqnu,—street, S.W.; Newton Crosland, Esq.; William
Howitt, Esq., The Orchard, Hare-green, Esher, Surrey;
Robert Chambers, Esq., St. Andrew’s, Edinburgh; H.
D. Jencken, Esq., Kilmorey-honse, Norwood; J. G.
Cr:'s,w'fmﬂ, Ksq., 52, Gloucester-crescent, N.W.; W. M.
Wilkinson, Esq., Oalkfleld, Kilburn; Lord Adare, 5,
Buckiugham-gate; The Master of Lindsay, Grosvenor-
square.” '

Mrs. De Morgan has written a book, entitled
From Matter to Spirit (Lougmans), where she
gives many interesting particulars, the result of
ten years’ experience in Spiritnalism. Drofessor
De Morgan, President of the Mathematical Society
of London, in his preface to tho bool, says i—

“I am perfectly convinced that 1 have both seen and
heard, in'a manner which should make nnbelicf impos-
sible, things called spiritual, which cannot he taken by
a ra,moz;a] being to be capable of explanation by impoé—
ture, coincidence, or mistake. So far T feel the ground
firm under me.”

The following is an extract from another
allidavit, made in the snit of Lyen ». Home :—

. “L, James Manby Gully, of The Priory, Great Malvern,
in the County of Worcester, doctor of medieine, nake
oath and say as follows:—

“T have known the sbove-named defendant, Daniel
Dunglass Homie, for seven years and upwards, last past,
and have during that period been in the habit of attend-
ing him professionally, and also of receiving him in my
house as o personal friend, and 1 have never had the
smallest reason to doubt hiy character ss a man of
honour and proper moral feeling.

. “Ihave during the past seven years witnessed both
in my own house, and elsewhere, in the presence of the

said Mr. Home many curious OCCurrences, which I am
unsble to explain, in the way of singular phenomena,
such as displacement of objects without p_hygslcal con-~
tact, &c., and from my personal and careful 1nves{;1g9.4
tions (vvhich Mr. Home himself ever urges) T am positive
that it is not in consequence of any trick or device that
such phenomena oceur. I have even been witness to
gingular phenomena when the said Mr. Home was not in
the same room, snd also when he has been asleep. 1
have never known the said Mr. Home receive money for
what ig termed ‘az se’avr%ce.’ but ihavte lmtown.hxm ge-
eatedly refusc offers of as much as twenty guineas for
gsing]ey séance. “J. M. GuLLy, M.D.

Dr. Hooker, in his opening address, as President
of the PBritish Association at Norwich in 1868,
spoke very highly of the scientific attainments of
Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, F.L.8. Mr. Wallace is an
avowed Spiritualist. Professor Hare, of Phila-
delphia, the inventor of the Harc’s Galvanic Bat-
tery, once refnsed to witness spiritual phenomena,
alleging that Faraday’s ‘‘unconscious muscular
action ” theory explained all the facts. A friend
wrote to him detailing things he had seen which
were inexplicable by that theory., IIarc at once,
like a sensible man, went to see for himself. The
result was that he came into communication with
some of his own departed relatives. He then
made mechanical telegraphic machines, which
were intclligently worked by spirits while the
apparatus was screencd from the sight of the
medium, and he wrote a book recording all these
facts. That book is now in the British Museum
Library. Judgo Edmonds, of New York, is another
very eminent American Spiritnalist, who has also
written interesting books on the subject. Recently,
in England, Viscount Adare has written a book
bearing testimony to the truth of Spiritualism, and
it has a preface by Lord Dunraven. This book is
printed for private circulation only, which is an
crror in judgment. Valuable evidence in favour
of Spiritualism is given by John Wesley and his
family; for spirit rapping and movements of
wooden materials by invisible agency occurred in
their own house. Documentary evidence of what
they witnessed was drawn up and signhed on the
spot, and is published in Southey’s Life of Wesley.
The Spiritual Magazine for October, 1869, gives
the following names of friends of Spiritualism
who have now and then contributed to its pages:—

“Viscount Adare; John Ashburner, M.D., Translator
of Reichenbach, author of Philesopry of Animal Mag-
netism and Spirdtualism ; T. B. Barkas, author of Qutlines
of Ten Years' Investigation inio the Ph of Modern
Speritualism; George Barth; Richard Beamish, F.R.S,,
author of The Life of DBrunel; Rev. 8. E. Bengough,
M.A.; Edward L. Blanchard ; Edward Brotherton; Cap-
tain Richard F. Burton (the African traveller;) William
Carpenter, author of Political Letters, The English Iiible;
Captain Ldward Henry Chawner; Henry 1. Child,
M.D. (Philadelphia, U.S.A.); Benjamin Coleman, author
of Spiritualism in America; Robert Collyer, M.D, F.C.S.;
Christopher Cook; Robert Cooper, anthor of Spiritual
Experiences; Mrs. De Morgan, anthor of From Matter to
Spirit; Jacob Dixon, L.R.C.P., author of Clairvoyance,
Lygienic, and Medical; Hngh Doherty, MDD, anthor of
Organic Philosoply; Captain Drayson, R.A.; Judge
Edmonds (New York); Ceptain H. A Faweett, R.N.;
John M. Gully, M.D.; Professor W. D. Gunning (Boston,
U.S.A); Samuel Carter Hall, F.8.A.; Emma Hardinge ;
George Harris, M.A., I.S.A,, President of the Manches-
ter Anthropological Society ; W. E. Hickson, late editor
of the Westminster floreign Quarterly Review; Rev. A.
W.Hobson, M.A.; Baron C. Dirckinck Holmfeld; Daniel
Duuglass Home; Rev. J. Page Hopps, editor of Zhe
Truthseeker ; Mary Howitt; Willlam Howitt; Henry D.
Jencken, M.R.L, F.G.8.; John Jones, author of Man:
Physical, Apparitional, and Spiritual; Rev. William
Ker, M.A.: Seymour Kirkup (Florence); Andrew Leigh-
ton ; Robert Leighton; Kenneth R. P. Mackenzie, F.S.A.;
Rev. William Mountford (Boston, U.S.A); A. E. New-
ton (Boston, U.8.A.) author of The Afinistry of Angels
Realised; Mary 8. Gove Nichols; J. H. Powell: Baron
Reichenbach, anthor of Researches on the Dynamics of
Magnetism; Elihn Rich, anthor of several articles in the
Encyclopadia Metropolitana; J. Lockhart Robcrtson,
M.R.C.P.: Mary C. Hume Rothery; Rev. W Hume
Rothery, M.A.; Epes Sargent, author of The Planchetie;
Thomas Shorter; Rev. W.R. Tomlinson, M.A.; Crom-
well F. Varley, F.R.G.S.; C. Staniland Wake, author of
Chapters on Man; Alfred R. Wallace; A. M. H. Watts;
‘William ‘White, author of Amanuel Swedenborg: Mis
Life and Writings; W. M. Wilkinson, author of Spirit
Drawings; James J. Garth Wilkinson, M.D., author of
T'he Human Body, and its Connection with Man; Rev. F.
R. Young.”

Signor G Damiani, a Sicilian gentleman living
at Clifton, hias written a pamphlet, still in print,
in wkich he severely censurcs Professor Tyndall,
Mr. G. H. Lewes, and others like them, for refus-
ing to investigate the subject. He further offers a
reward of 1,000 gunincas to any respectable, scien-
tific or educated men, who will investigatc the
subject and prove it to be an imposture. The
following are his words :—

“T now offer yon two challenges.

“First, T challenge you, or either of you, or any of
the publie who, like you, disbelieve in the genuine chu-
tacter of spiritualistic phenomensa, to deposit in the
hands of any well-known London banker whom you or
they may name, tho sum of filve hundred guineas; and
I pledge myself to inmediately deposit in the same bank
& like amount,—the ownership of such sum of one thou-
sand guineas to dcpend upon my proving by evidence
suffieient to establish any fact in history or in a eriminal
or civil conrt of justice.

Tirst—That intelligent communications and answers
to questions put, proceed from dead and inert matter in
o manner inexplicable by any generally recognised law
of nature.

“ Secondly—That dead and inert matter does move
without the aid of any mwechanical or known chemical
agency, and in deflance of all the admitted laws of gravi-
tation.

“ Thirdly—That voices appertaining to no one in the
flesh are heard to speak and hold rational converse with
men.

“ A jury of twenty-four geutlemen, twelve to bie chosen
by cach party (such jury to consist exclusively of mem-
bers of the learned professions and literary men), to
decide whether or not the facts contained in the above
propositions arc conclusively proved per tesies—ie., by
witnesses of established character. A 1ajority of
the twenty-four to decide. If the verdict be that these
facts have noi been established, the thonsand guineas
are to belong to the party accepting this challenge; if
the verdiet be that thiese faets are cstablished, the thou-
sand guineas to be mine.

¢ Secondly—Immediately after the above wager being
decided, either way, I offer a like challenge of five hun-
dred guineas (to be met on the other side in like manner
a8 above)—the ownership of the second sum of one
thousand guineas to depend upon the establishment of
the facts contained in the propositions slready given, by
experiments conducted tn the actual presence of the twenty-
four gentlemen who have decided the previous wager,
the verdict of the majority to decide in this casclikewise.

“Tn either casc, the séxaces are to be conducted in any
public or private building which the jury may select,
and which may be available for the purpose.

“The result of these challenges (if accepted and de-
cided) to be advertised by tho victorious party, at the
expense of the defeated party, in all the Tondon daily

2. pers.

“T hope this is plain English.

[ Awaiting a reply to this letter, and to the challenge
with WZliCh it concludes, I am, gentlemen; your chedient
servan G- DAMIANI.

#Clifton, Oct. 1, 1868. !

“P.S8.—Letters addressed ‘Sigr. Damiani, care of
Manager of West of England and South Wales District
Bank, Corn-street, Bristol, will always reach the writer.”

Il:l addition to the above evidence, there is the
testimony of numbers that the modern spiritual
manifestations arc realities. Mr, Hepworth Dixon
in his New America cstimates the number of Spiri-
tualists in the United States at rather less than
three millions, and this is about the lowest estimate
that anybody has made. There are noaccurate sta-
tistics, and different authorities vary in their esti-
mates from three to cleven millions.

All these facts, together with those which
follow, prove that Spiritualism deserves serious
investigation. Not a few learned men have pri-
vately been examining the phenomena in order to
“ explode the imposturc,” but these extinguishers
soon catch fire themselves. In short, in the
minds of most of the English public, Spiritnalism
has to pass through the following five stages :—

1. The manifestations do not take place.

2. Spiritualism is & gross imposture.

3. Tt is & delusion.

4. Tt is the work of the Devil

5. It is n great blessing, and we always said so.

Experience shows that the feebler the intellect,
and the lower the standard of energy and educa-
tion, the sooner does the investigator hreak down
at one of the first four out of the above five steps
in the ladder of progress.

MR. HOME'S AFFIDAVIT.

In the Chancery suit of Lyon v. Home, for the
recovery of certain monics given by Mrs. Lyon
to Mr. Home against the advice of her lawyer
and her friends, Mr. Home made an affidavit, from
which the following is an extract:—

#1, Doniel Dunglasy Home, of 22, Sloane-street, in
the County of Middlesex, one of the above-named de-
fendants, make oath and say as follows :—

T was born in Scotland on the 20th of March, 1833,
and from my - childhood have been subject to the ocea-
sional happening of singular physical phenomena in my
presence, which are most certainly not produnced by me
or by any other person in connection with me. I have
no control over them whatever: they oceur irregularly,
and cven when T am asleep. Sometimes I am many
months, and once I have heen a year withont them.
They will not happen when I wish, and my will has
nothing to do with them. I cannotaceount for them
further than by supposing them to be effected by intelli-
gent beings or spirits. Similar phenomens occur to
many other persons. . . . These phenomena o+ swuring in
my presence have been witnessed by th asands of
intelligent and respectable persons, inclué.:g men of
business, science, and literaturc, under cirenmstances
which would have reudered, even if I desired it, all
trickery impossible. They have been witnessed repeat-
edly and in their own private apartments, when any
contrivance of mine must have been detected, by their
Majesties the Emperor and the Empress of the French,
their Majesties the Emperor, Empress and late Empress
Dowager of Russiy, their Imperial Highnesses the Grand
Duke and Duchess Constantine of Russiz and the mem-
bers of their august family, their Majesties the King of
Prussia, the late King of Bavaria, the present and Iate
King of Wiirtemberg, the Queen of Holland, and the
members of the Royal Family of Hollaud; and many
of these august personages have honoured, and I be-
lieve still honour, me with their esteem and goodwill, as
I have resided in some of their palaces as a gentleman
and their guest, and not as a paid or professional per-
son. They have had ample opportunities, which they
have nsed, of investigating these phenomens, and of
inquiring into my character. I have resided in America,
England, France, Italy, Germany, and Russia, and in
every country I have been received as a guest and
friend by persons in the highest position in society, who
were quite competent to discover and expose, as they
ought to have done, anything like contrivance on my
part to produce these phenomena. I do not seek, and
never have songht, the acquaintance of any of these
exalted personages. They have sought me, and T have
thus had a certain notoriety thrust mpon me. Ido not
take money, and never have taken it, although it has
been repeatedly offered me for or in respect of these
phenomena, or the communications which appear to be
made by them. Iam not in the habit of receiving those
‘who are strangers to me, and I never force the subject
of Spiritualism on any one's attention. ... Some of the
phenomena in question are noble and elevated, others
appear to be grotesque and undignified. For this I am
not responsible, any more than I am for the many
grotesqne and undignified things which are nndouhtedly
permitted to exist in the material world. I solemnly
swear that I do not produce the phenomena atoresaid,
or in any way whatever aid in producing them,” &e.

“T have been subjected to much persecution through-
out my life, because of my conscientious belief as to the
meaning and grest pwpose of spirvitual phenouieua
taken ag a whole. That belief T have not, like the
plaintiff, foresworn. T have always courted the strictest
investigation, although I have not condescended to
notice all the attacks and anonymous slanders that have
becn circulated respecting me. The book shown 1o me
at the time of swearing this affidavit, marked H 8, con-
tains a correct list of upwards of 1,300 letters, with the
writers’ names, which I still retain (after having de-
stroyed about 10,000), written to me by persons of every
ronk and clags, including persons of the highest social,
political, literary, and scientific position, who have in-
vestigated these phenomena, and corresponded with me
about them. After the fullest opportunitics of examina-
tion, they have formed different opinions as to their
origin and meaning ; but I believe that all are
thoroughly satisfied of my entire honesty in the matter;
and lately, while the plaintiffs base and unfounded
charges of fraud and imposition have been hanging
over me, and during the months of January and
February, 1868, these phenomensa have been thoroughly
tested by another scleutific man, named Mr. Hawkins
Simpson, tho inventor of electrical apparatus, ineluding
one for printing at a distance by the telegraph—u
drawing and description of which were, as I am in-
formed and believe, given in the Engineer newspaper of
the.15th November, 1867."

Omitting the remainder of Mr. Home's affidavit,
the following evidence given by him before the
Dialectical Society, is of interest:—

**He had seen a pencil lifted by a spirit hand write on
paper in the presence of the Emperor Napoleon. This
took place in a large room, the Salon Louis Quinze. The
Empress was also present. The hand, after writing,
went to the Emperor, who kissed it; it thenwent to the
Empress ; sho withdrew from the touch, and the hand
followed her. The Empcror said, ‘Do not be fright-
cned, kiss it!’ She then kissed it, and it shortly after-
wards disappearcd. The writing was an autograph
of the Emperor Napoleon I. The Emperor of Russia
liad also seen and handled spirit hands, which after-
wards seemed to meltaway into thin air.” -~

The Emperor Napolcon has been at a great
many of Mt. Home'’s séances, and Mr. Home was
asked by members of the Dialectical Society to
state other things which had been observed on
those occasions, Mr. Home said that he did not
feal'at liberty to state any more than the Emperor

wag in tho habit of telling himself.

WHAT 18 THE USE OT SPIRITUALISM ?

Strange to say there are people who can ask
what is the use of communication with fricnds
and relatives, who have passed the great barrier
of the grave. Omne use of Spiritualism is, that all
Spiritualists wlo lead moderately good lives, aro
found to gradnally lose the fear of death. Spirits
through the ageney of suitable media have much
power in the healing of diseases, and the removal
of deformities, though such power is far from
abgolute. The following is a narrative, published
in Daybreak, of some of tho powers excrecised
through Mr. Newton, the best healing medium in
the United States ; he is cxpected to visit England
in the course of the year1870. The following ex-~
ample from a very boundless field of choice, is
enough for the present on the subject of the uses
of Spiritualism :—

‘Iridey, May 22, of the present year (1863) will for
ever remain ons of the most memorablo days of my life.
It was on that day, when the sun was shining brightly
and bathing the world with its light and heat, that T
arrived at Newport, Rhode Island, and first came under
the healing powers of Dr. J. A. Newton. 1 had heard
of hg‘n through The Spéritual Magazine, Mr. William
Howitt, and Mr. Coleman, and was assured that if T
placed myself in his hands I should be speedily and
radically cured of the neuralgic affcction in my head,
for which T had heen suffering for eleven years. It wag
not until I had become s little more familiar with soma
of the facts and phenomens of modern Spiritualism
that I felt a quiet faith in the power of Dr. Newton to
remnove my disease. Having once attained to that state
of mind, and becoming satisfied that it was my duty to
cross the Atlantic in search of health, I made arrange-
ments for doing 80, and left Liverpool for New York on
Saturday, May 9, arriving at tho latter place on Tuesday
avening, the 19th. * * * * The moment Dr. New-
ton and I met, I found in his face and simple kindly
manner & human image of the outside sunshine, and
but fow words had .been spoken when I was convinced
that the errand upon which I had come would be ful-
filled. T ivas about to give him the history in detail of
my affliction when he stopped me by saying, ‘That
after T had been cured he would be very glad to listen
to anything I might wish to say, bnt that the cure itself
was the first matter to be attended to.” He then poured
o large quantity of very hot water npon my head while
I wag leaning it over & basin into which the water fell.
After my head had been dried with a coarse towel, I
was made to sit upon a moveable seat, similar to a
music-stool, the doctor standing behind me, and placing
my head against his chest with his hands crossed upon
my forehead. Ho then moved my head in various
directions until all at once a clicking noise was heard at
the top of my spine. The doctor immediately cried out,
‘That noise is the sign that you will be cured; the dis-
turbance of tho nerve current has been removed. He
then faced me, and lifting both his hands towards
heaven, he looked me hard in the face, saying, ‘T.ook at
me. Inthe name of God our Heavenly Father, and of
the Lord Jesus Christ the Great Healer, 1 bid this
disease depart from this dear suffering brother and
never more afflict him. It is gone—it is gone—it is
gome for ever, my brother; you are cured; rise up on
your feet and be cured.” At that instant I fclt a strong
current of new life fiowing into and through every part
of my body, and I was conscious that I had entercd
upon an gltogether new phase of existence. From that
day to the present hour, July 13, T have been entirely
free from my pain, and have felt as well, I should think,
a4 it is possible for any lluman being to feel. Physically
speaking, I am a new creature; old things have passed
away and all things have become new. Of course it is
not for me to say absolutely that the cure will be per-
manent, but, if I may judge from my present expe-
ricnce, I see no reason why it should not be so.
‘Wonderful as my case is, it is only ono of thousands, so
far as Dr. Newton is concerned. He has cured almost
every form of disease, and removed almost cvery kind
of suffering. In fact, he appears to have done every-
thing but raise the dead. And yet even he does not
cure all cases, and this failure enables him to keep alive
the consciousness that it is not he who cures, but God
who works in and through him. He tells me that he
has cured something like a quarter of a million of
people. * * # x Mogtof his cures are doue without
fee or reward. In my own casc he steadily refused to
take g single dollar, and I saw him act in like manner
towards several others. During my stay I witnessed
several instances of his healing power; some of them
being so manifest as to defy all attempts st explaining
them away. On the very morning that my own cure
was effected, T witnessed his cure of a paralytic wha for
three years had been unable to walk without theaid of
crutches, and even then, only in a partial degree. This
woman was brought by her parents to Newport, and, in
less than five minutes from the time when she came
under Dr. Newton's hands, she got up from the conch
on which she had heen laid, and walked away np the,
street and back ‘again, 2 full mile, and afterwards®
walked and ran and jumped aud danced, as 30 many
signs that her cure was 8 complete one. T also saw him
cure g young man who had a withered hand. Indeed, I
might have seen day by day, and hour by hour, ex-
amples of this healing power had 1 chosen to have donc
8o, Every now and again, there are trains from Bostou
and Providence freighted with the lame, the halt, the
blind, and the diseased, sometimes to the number of
500 or 600. These come to Newport, and 2 large majo-
rity of them are sent away perfoctly cured. In one park
of Dr. Newton’s house thers is & room of eongiderable
size, full of crutches, sticks, spectacles, eycosHides, .
bandages, and other memorials ,of discase and sickness
which have been left behind by patients as so many
signs and trophies of their cure.

* * * *

* L 3
“ FREDERICK ROWLAXD YOUNG,
+ Minister of the Froe Christian Church, Swindon.”

There arc very many lealing mediums in the
United States, who can do good only in certain
diseages; or whose powers are so feeble that suc-
ecssful results may with more probability of acen-
racy be put down to the imagination of the
paticnt.

A great use of Spiritualism is that it demon-
strates tho immortality of the soul. But why
ask, % Of what use is Spiritualism ?” for here the
thing is in our midst as much a part of nature as
the trees, the clouds, and the flowers, ar:l as it

cannot be abolished there is no atternative hud to
subjeet it to investigation, or te ook o L igno-

il ] 7 . g
rance.

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT ¢ 01t

An experimental trial at boue, avoug family
friends and velatives, often gives the wost satis-
factory cvidence of the reality of spiritual pheno-
mena, At the same time, as no fully developed
medium is present among those who lave never
obtained manifestations before, the probability is
that thero will be no results. Nevertheless, it is
a very common thing for striking manifestations .
to be obtained in this way at the first sitting of a
family circle; perhaps for every one successful
new circle thus started without a medium, there
are six or scven failurcs, but ng accurate statistics
on this point have yet been collected. When
once manifestations have been obtained they will
gradnally increase in power and rcliability at suc-
cessive sittings. The following is a good plan of
action :—

1. Let the room he of a comfortable temperature, hut
cool rather than warin; let arrangements be made that
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nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no inter-
Tuption for one hour during the sitting of the circle.
Wet, damp, and foggy weather is bad for the production
of pliysical phenomena. o

2. Lot the eircle consist of four, five, or six individuals,
about the samd number of eaeh sex. Sit round an un-
covered wooden table, with all the palms of the hands
in contact with its top surface. ‘Whether the hands
toueh each other or mot is mnsually of no importanee.
Apy table will do, just large enough to convaniently
sccommodats tho sitters. The removal of a hand from
tho table for a few seconds does no harm, but when one
of the sittera hreaks the circle by leaving the tahle it
rondetimes, but not always, very considerably delays the
manifestations. : i

3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-
pencils and somo sheets of clean writing paper on the
table, to write down any communications that may be
obtained. i

4. Paople who do not like each other should not sit in
the same cirele, for such & want of harmony tends to
prevent manifestations, except with well-deve}oped
physical medinms; it is not yet known why. Belief or
unbelief lins no influence on the manifestations, but an
acrid feeling against them is & weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage
in general conversation or in singing, and it i3 best that
neither should be of a frivolous nature. A praycrful,
earmest feeling emong the members of the circla is. likely
to sttract & higher and more pleasing elass of spirits.

¢. The first symptom of the invisible power at work js
often g feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands.
Tho flrst manifestations will probably be table tiltings or
TAD3.

? ‘When motions of the table or sounds are produesd
trecly, to avoid confusidn, let one person ouly spe_a.k,
and talk to the table as to an intelligent being
Tet him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean
#Vea" one manns “No,” and two mean “ Doubtful,”
and ask whether the arrangement iz understood. If
thres signals be given in answer, then say, ‘ij I spaak
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every
time I come to ths letter you want, aud spell us ont s
message? " Should three signals be giveu, set to V_vork
on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent
system of commanieation is established.

8. Afterwards thz question should be put, *Arc we
sitting in the right order to get the best manifestations "
Probably soms members of the cirele will then be told
to cliange seats with each other, and the signals will be
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, * Who is the
madium ?” When spirits come gsserting themsslves o
be Telutad or known to anybody present, well-chosen
questions should be put to test the accurncy qf the
statemnents, &s spirits out of tho body have all the virtues
and all the failings of spirits in the body.

Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms
of other forms of mediumship than tilts or raps
may make their appearance. Information respect-
ing the many kinds of mediumship will be found
in Mrs. Professor De Morgan's book, From Malter
to Spirit, published by Longmans; and this is a
good book to read before trying to start a new
circle. It usually takes several years for any
medinm to attain full power, and it is not an
uncommon althongh not an everyday thing, for
chairs and other articles to move about in the
presence of a good well-developed physical medium
without anybody touching the articles atall. This
fact effcctually disposes of Faraday’s ¢ unconscious
muscular action ” theory. Some have suggested
that the phenomena are all mental, since mental
conditions influence their production, and that
those present all believe they see and hear things
which they do not in reality see and hear. The
answer is that therc is sometimes such a noisc
with improperly powerful manifestations that the
gounds are heard all over the house by persons
not in the room ; the furniturc sometimes gets
brokeu by movements of too violent a character,
and the broken portions remain as evidence thag
the phenomena were not of a mental character.
The upholsterers’ bills which result also scrve to
convince that the occurrences are facts. The
higher spirits seem to have little power over
common matter, and the highest communications
are not usually obtained through physical mani-
festations.

There are in England several very intcresting
circles for physical manifestations, where the
spirits speak with audible voices, but, unfortu-
nately, total darkness i3 a mecessary condition.
Non-spiritualists who are inquiring into the sub-
ject should have nothing to do with dark séances,
which ‘should” be held only by those who know
each . other, since they offer: so many facilities. for.
frand. * Whoen any circle regularly obtains power-
ful physical manifestations; they may desire-to sit
forithe voices. The very slightest’ glinimer’of
“light must’ be excluded from”the Toor,, while the
members of the cirgle,sit round  the table in'the,
ordinary- way. Onetor -two paper rtubes, “cach

i
twelve “or. eighteen’ inches' long, “with. an:orifice,

about dn’ inch-and-a-half in diameter, should be
placed on the table. reas
by rolling up a .piece: of ‘music-aird tying a féw.
pleces of cotbon rgund the roughfube thus fofied.
In the“eaxly siaghs.of-p voice-circle thess tubes
e

for the wise of the spirits, but after-

Aliey may be-dispensed with except when
Yihe-weatber and other conditions are unfavour-
able. 'When first trying to obtain the voices the
spirits may,not be able to lift the tubes from the
table, afterwards they often get them up in the
air a foot or two and let them drop again., When
they get full control over them they can cairy
them about up to the ceiling and to all parts of
the room, and they talk to the merabers of the
«circle often while floating about above their heads.
Very beautiful luminous phenomena are some-
times shown by the spirits at dark circles. While
sitting for the voices, the spirits will tcll by the
ordinary table siguals how they are progressing in
their work of getting control of the tubes.

By the aid of the mediumship of Mr. D, D. Home,
whose sittings nearly always take place either in
bright or subdued light, the spirits sometimes
make themselves visible, so a8 to be recognised
by those who know them, and to be seen by all
prescnt. Tlere are two ways of seeing spirits:
in the first case the spirits materialise their own
forms till they become visible to everybody; iu
the sccond the spiritual powers of ‘the individual
are temporarily or permanently brought into play,
and he becomes a “ seeing niedium.”

fvery human being i8 surrounded by an atmo-
sphere which to the spirits is luminous and mate-
rial, and this atmosplere is largely used by the
spirits in the production of the physical manifes-
tations. DBaron Reichenbach, whilo he knew
nothing of Spiritualism, discovered by experiment
the presence of unknown forces emanating from
human bodies, and published the results in his
Researches on Amimal Magnetism. All the pheno-
mena of Spiritualism draw temporarily upon the
vital powers of those composing the circle, but
the medinm is the chief source of energy.

They may be readily made |

A still atmosphere and snbdned light in the
room are favonrable conditions for thie physical
manifestations,

SPIRITUALISM AND MEN OF SCIENCE,

Lord Brougham and Sir David Brewster many
years ago lhad a séance with Mr. Home. Every
facility was given them for investigation; they
witnessed some remarkable manifestations, and,
deeply impressed, parted with Mr. Home on the
most friendly terms. Some little time afterwards
Brewster, finding that he was mueh laughed at
for his testimony, began gradually to back out of
hig first position, and to say that possibly trickery
was at the root of the manifestations. This led
to angry letters in the newspapers.. Full par-
ticulars are published in Mr. Home's Incidents of
My Life. Lord Brougham did not support Brews-
ter in his later asscrtions.

8ir J. Emersor Tennant once invited Faraday
to a séance at which Mr. Home was to be the
medium. Faraday wrote and asked for a pro-
gramme of the manifestations, and as nobody
knows beforchand what will take place at a circle
ahy more than tho details of an expccted star-
shower can be given in advance, it was not pos-
sible to comply with Lis demand. Faraday also
required an answer to the following gquestions,
among others, before attending --—

“Would he [Mfr. Home] be zlad if their [the manifesta-
tion's] delusive character were established and exposed,
and would he gladly help to expose #Z, or would he be
annoycd and personally offended? (Z%e dtalics in this
sentence are not in the originalll

‘“ Does he consider the effecis natural or supernatural ?
If natnral, what are the laws which govern them? or
does he think that they are not subjeet to laws? If
supernatural, does he suppose them to be miraeles, or
the worlke of spirits? If the work of spirits, would an
insult to the spirits be considered as an insult to
himself?"

Mr. Home took no notice of the above insults,
and, it is believed, never wrote Faraday in the
first instance, or took any notice of him whatever.
Hec never even saw his letters,

Dr. John T'yndall, F.I.8., in a note dated May
8, 1868, commenting upon Faraday’s letter just
mentioned, wrote: —

“ILr0ld myself in readiness to witness and investigate,
in the spirit of the foregoing letter [of Faraday’s], such
phenomens as Mr., Home may wish to reveal to me
during the month of June.”

A few days previously Mr. Home had written
in the Fall Mall Guzelte :—

“It will give me pleasure to meet Professor Tyndall,
end any two gentlemen he shall designate. On my side
I shall have at least two gentlemen whose names and
position place them ahove the suspicion of aiding or
abetting a fraud. I will meet Professor Tyndall and
these gentlemen when and where they please, and
under such circumstances as they may decide on. I
must only crave their paticnce if nothing should oecur
at the first, or even the sccond, séance.”

From that day to this Dr. Tyndall Las not
accepted the above invitation. - Tossibly it would
be no usc if he did, for Mr. Home is like a scnsi-
tive plant, which is one reason why he is so pliant
in the hands of spirits, and the presence of any-
body he does not like interfercs seriously with
the very wonderful manifestations which we have
seen take place in his presence. Dr, Tyndall’s
best plan, if he desire to gain knowledge, is to
invite some medium, who gets common violent
physical manifestations, to meet him at the Royal
Institution, .

These great errors on the part of Faraday and
Tyndall are lLere put on record with regret, for
men of their stamp deserve higher honours at the
hands of & nation than any others whatever; their
intellectual standing is of the very unoblest order,
but, from a psychological point of view, their
letters show them to be imperfect. TFaraday is
now iu a position to know and repent of his errors.
As for Dr. Tyndall, assuming that the dwellers in
the spirit land wish to and know how to commu-
nicate with men, a glimmering of a great ideamay
at last get inside liis head, namely, that it is just
possible that the hosts of heaven may go on with
their work without asking his consent. However,
we beolieve him to be very honourableand fearless,

.ind think that when he knows the facts to be true

ha '_vdll.,go.bchind the’'Royal Institution table and
siy €6 publicly. ' .

i
' { * A demand for a programme where no programme

can- be given,.and the writing of supercilious

lettérs in reply to civil invifations, amounts prac-

tically to a retusal to-obsérve fansts. - Dr. Tyndall,
who'aet 1ike lim, are recommended to
ind the following words of Galileo :—

“Oh, my dear Kepler, how I wish that we could have
our hearty langh together. Here, at Padua, is the prin-
cipal professor of philosophy, whom I have repeatedly
and urgently requested to look at the moon and planets
through my glass, which he pertinaciously refuses to do.
‘Why are you not here? What ghouts 6f laughter we
should have at this glorious folly; to hear the Professor
of Philosophy at Pisa, labouring before the Grand Duke
with logical arguments, as if with magical incantations
to charm the planets out of the sky! ™

Several eminent members of the Royal Society
and of the Institution of Civil Engineers, havo
recently been privately investigating Spiritualism, !
and know it to be true. Till they choose to attach
their numes publicly to an unpopular trath, it is
not our business to do it for them, so names must
be withheld.

A little socicty known as the Dialectical Society,
is now investigating Spiritualism. It numbers
among its members many shrewd and intelligent
men, belonging chiefly to the legal and medical
professiong. Spiritualists watch its procecdings
with a moderato amount of interest; nothing that
any man or body of men may say or do can alter
the established phenomena aud laws of nature.

THE LITERATURE OF SPIRITUALISM.

The literature of Spiritualism now consists of
several hundreds of volumes, good, bad, and indif-
ferent, and almost entirely of American origin.
Among the best volumes on the subject are Mrs
De Morgan's From Matter to Spirit (Longmans)
with a preface by Professor De Morgan, President
of the Mathematical Society of London; The
Planchette, by Epes Sargent; Spiritualism (2 vols.),
by Judge Edmonds and G. T. Dexter, of New
York; a History of Spiritualism, by Emma Iard-
inge; and The Autobiogiaphy of Andrew Jackson
Davis.  An interesting book, consisting simply of
narrations of facts witnessed at remarkable séances,
is Incidents of My Life (Longmans), by D. D.

Home. * The Soul of Things, by Denton, isa curious !

book indirectly connected with Spiritualism, and
worth reading. Tlose unacquainted with Spiri-
tualism are rccommended to read these books in
the ovder in which they have just becn mentioned.
The only large lendiug library of Spiritual books
in Great Britain is that belonging to Mr. J. Burns,
15, Southampton-cow, High Holborn, London,
W.C. 'The English periodicals on the subject
are, The Spirttual Magazine, Fuman Nuture, Day-
break, and The Spiritualist.

ADVICE TO INQUIRERS.

Those who know no intelligent Spiritnalists,
and nothing about Spiritualism, yet who want to
investigate, are recommended to begin by reading
tho first two books mentioned in the preceding
paragraph. Then- they should call upon the chief
publisher of Spiritual books in London, M. J.
Burus, 15, Southampton-row, Holborn (where they
are sure to be treated with attention and courtesy),
and ask. for the names and addresses of say four
good professional or non-professional mediums,
accessible to the public, and ““recognised by Spiri-
tualists as reliable for powerful physical manifes-
tations.” There are plenty of mediurs orof people
who fancy themselves inediums, who canrarely show
anything satisfactory, and with whom an iuguirer
might waste much time, He should then get say
two sittings by daylight in his own house with
each of the four medinms, because the power
varies in strength at times with every medium;
at the end of the eight sittings he is sure to be
thoroughly intcrested in Spiritualism, aud to have
thrown overboard the imposture theory, which is
the clumsiest and most superficial one of all.
Many of the public have vague ideas that electri-
city can do all kinds of unaccountable things, but
A GENUINE MEDIUM NEVER HAS ANY HESITATION
IN STTTING WITH A CIRCLE IN A MOUSE AND AMONG
FURNITURE WIICH HE OR SHE HAS NEVER SEEN IN
HIS OR HIR LIFE BEFORE. Even with a good
medium it is best, if time be valuable, not to
investigate at crowded public circles, because
asguming imposture to be at work, thore is no
telling who may not ‘be aiding, among the
numerons spectators. Besides, where so many
people want to ask questions of the spirits, the
investigator has not time to put inany lLimself.
Investigators are recommended to be thus careful
in the selection of mediums, becaunse as public
attention is gradually more rivetted upon Spiri-
tualism, impostors ars sure to spring up, and even
to advertise in Spiritual periodicals, for the editors
manifestly cannot investigate the claims of every
professing medium. At present (November, 1869)
there is very little imposture mixed up with the
Spiritual movement in Great Britaiu, and there are
only four or five paid mwediums in all London.
Good paid mediums deserve high praise rather
than that censure which is thrown upon them even
by Spiritualists ; they find house-room ; they are
ready to receive strangers at stated times wlen
private circles could not sit for the convenience of
inquirers; the sittings exhaust their vitality like a
hard days' work; and they have to put up with
much abuse whea uneducated roughs unaccus-
tomed to investigation persecute them by attend-
ing. The inquirer should mentiou to the medinm,
civilly ‘and kiudly, his doubts respecting the
phenomena *he may witness; the invisible beiugs
around will at once, on the spot, do their best to
remove those doubts, or an explanation will be
obtained from the medium. When there is real
foundation for suspicion, the best plan is to go
often to thé medium, accompanied by witnesses,
detect the imposture, and prosecute the medium
for obtaining = money wunder false pretences.
Genuine manifestations are not under the control
of the medium, so that a paid medimn who does
not get manifestations, is under a great temptation
to try to make them. This fact makes it difficult
for Spiritualists to speak absolutely as to the relia-
bility of any paid mediuns, however genuine tho
majority of the manifestations may be which occur
in their presence. After getting thoroughly inte-
rested in Spiritual phcnomena, the inguirer shonld

take his friends to see them, and afterwards get'up:

a private circle in his own house, * Manifestations
will most likely not be obtained at the first sitting,
but after very few'.or very many sittings they will
‘come; gradually the great barrier of the grave

which now separates friends will. be broken down, .

and after the experignee lof a. year or two the
dread -of - the "beautiful. natural process, called

““leath,” wiil be destroyed, as it is destroyed in

tho minds of all experienced Spiritualists, except
those who during lLfe have done harm to their
fellow-creatures.  Very high spirits and their
homes ard perfectly invisible to very low spirits ;
this, coupled with the fact that there is no more
uniformity in the next world than there is bhere,
accounts for the endless contradictions about spirit
life given in Spiritual communications.

An investigator of a logical and scientific turn of
mind may possibly have to closely follow up the
subject for some weeks before gaining the absolute
knowledge that the manifestations come from
gpirits, Unlike Mr. Home and a few other excep-
tional individuals, most medinms are developed
for one or two special purposes only. Thus, vio-
lent physical manifestations, inexplicable by any
of the recognised laws of matter, may be seen in
the presence of one medinm, but mental tests and
questions may bring forth a majority of inaccurate
and unreliable answers. Where good mental tests
are obtainable through a medimmn, the physical
manifestations may be altogether absent.

JOSEPH BARKER'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
Now ready, neatly bound in cloth, price 2s. 8d.

EACHINGS OF EXPERIENCE; or,
Lessons 1 have Learned ou my Way through
Life.

© At the time he told me of these things, I had become
rather uncharitable towards the Spiritualists, and very
distrustful of their statements, and the conscquence was,
that my friend’s accownt of what he had witnessed,
and of the effect it had on his mind, made but little im-
pression on me. But when I saw things resembling
what my friend had secn, his account of what he had
witnessed came back to my mind with great power, and
helped to increase my astonishment.” . .. * The result of
my visit to Dr. Redman was, that I never afterwards
felt the same impatience with Spiritualists, or the same
inclination to pronounce them foolish or dishonest, that
I had felt before. It wasplain, that whether their theory
of a spirit world was true or not, they were excusable in

thinking it true. It looked like truth.”—Pp. 163, 164.

London: JAMES BEVERIDGE, 9, 10, 11, Fullwood’s-rents,
Holhorn, .
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TO LIFE POLICY-HOLDERS. — The
N reccnt disclosures in the Chancery Court indis-
putably prove that neither the antiquity of a life office
nor the nga-gnitude of its incomes, affords to the public
any security that the premiums they have paid for the
purpose of securing & snm of money to their familics
may not be frittered away in costly amalgamations, or
jeopardised by fire, inarine, or accidental risks.

Int order to remove this insecurity the BRITISH IM-
PERTAL INSURANCE CORPORATION was esta-
blished on the principle substantially adopted by Eer
Majesty's Government for small policies, and carried out
through the medium of the Post-office.

The Life Funds of the British Tmperial Corporation
arc placed beyond the control of the Directors, being in-
vested m the Government Funds (for the sole purposc
of mecting policy claims) in the names of trustees, who
act Independent of the Dircctors, and solely on behalf of
the policy-holders.

The system of investing Tnsurers’ net premiums in
Consolidated three per cent. Annuities in Trustecs’
names for the sole purpose of meeting Policy Claims,
combined with the creation of a number of Separate
Trusts, presents entirely new elemeuts of gecurity to
Insurers. Such principles are in contradistinetion to
those of ordinary Life Insurance, where all the premiunts
paid by Insu}‘e_rs are under the sole control of & Central
Board, exercising power to invest them in almost any
description of sceurity at home or abroad. i

Any section of the community who are dissatisfled
with the ordinary plan of entrusting their premiums to
the care of the Directors of a life office may, without
cost or risk, constitute themselves into a separste sec-
tion of the British Imperial Corporation, nnd appoint
their own trustees to control the lfe insurance funds
contributed by them.

Life policies, if only in force for one, two, or three
years, may be transferred to the British Imperial Cor-
poration on equitable terms. :

Trustees:
Christopher 'Weguelin, Tsq., Director of the Bank of

England (Messrs. Thomson, Bonar, and Co.)

Charles Oppenheim, Iisq., Director of the Union Bank of

London (Messrs. S. Oppenheim and Sons).

William G. Goodliffe, Esq., Aecountant-Greneral, India

Office, Westminster. :
Augustus F. Bayford, Esq., LL.D., Senior Registrar,

Court of Probate, Doctor's-commons, Chancellor of*

the Diocese of Manchester.

Alderman Thomas Dilworth Crewdson, J.D., Greenheys,

Manchester.

Head Offices : B
81, KING-STEELT, AND 60, SPRING-GARDENS,
MANCILESTER.
Chief Qfices for London:
20, COCESPUR-STREET, PALL-MATLL..

UMAN NATURE, a Monthly Record

of Zoistic Science, Intelligence, and Topular
Anthropology. Recent numbers give full details of the
extraordinary MManifestations through the celchrated
Medium, D. D. Home, Esq., with philosophical reason-
ings as to the nature and csuse of the phenonrena: a
new series of lessons on Phrenclogy and the Tempera--
ments is being given, containing some new instruetions
of great value to the student; first-class Portraits of
cminent men and women, with Biographies and Phreno--
logical delineations are frequently introduced; & sprial.
Tale of great power and beauty; articles on Physiology,
Diet, Temperance, and Iealth; translations from Con-
tinental Works and Periodiea's; treatises on Megmerism,
Clairvoyance, Spiritualism; reviews of Books; reports
of Lectures, DMeetings, and Societies, renders this the
cheapest, most varied, and instruetive Periodical of the
kind in the world. The fact that this.Periodical is en-
tirely unbiased and devoted to the truth respecting all
the topics on whieh it treats, is a point not to he over-
looked by all earnest investigators, whatever their
opinions may be. Post free, 7s. per annum, or 6d. per
month from the Booksellers. JAMES BURNS, Progres-
sive Library, 15, Southampton-row, Bloomsbury-square,
Holborn, London, W.C. :

v

HE PROGRESSIVE LI]éRARY and.

SPIRITUALIST DEPOSITORY hag been re- .. * .}

moved from Camberwell to No. 15, Sonthampton-taw,
Bloomshury-square, Holborn, W.C' J./BURNS hds niych,
pleasure in announcing that. he mow ocenpidy.the; Hhy

named commodious Premises; which 5,10
vote to the furtherance of, tha chuie £ Spizitiio) isnd of
LG canme O PRI v

Kindred Studics. . PR - S R
There is a Publisning Jos Ay Shopfet b w‘wr'

Books;uCirculwtjng},iblmof;nl_lW«)‘kﬁ{y‘ Shix tﬁ ‘{ﬁi,’

Eha

&e.; & Reading-Rocm suppfed’ wi Sp That -y
Progressive Publichtions. qY* 1] “Dra\fi
Room for the, shecinl “use of Ladids
Private Rooms, for Séatices, t

K
Progress of events'mny 'be obtained. e

G e trkb e Srag £2
"~ "The Room will He rurnished with interetting Spsoi?
mens of Spirit Drawings, Painiings, Photographs. Difect-
 Writings, Portmits, - Devices, and all that can intgiéss

and instruct those who. inquire into the subject’ of
Spiritualism. - - oot
The Suhscription, entitling to all the privileges of the

‘Establishment, including the use of two Books st a

time from the Lilirary for home perusal, is 21s. per
annum.

A well-assorted Stock of Stationery, Periodieals, cur-
rent Progressive Litcvaturs, Standard Works, Cheap
Books and Tracts, Planchettes, Materials for Writing
and Drawing Medinms; also Works and Applisnces ou
Phrenology, Physiology, Health, and Dietetic Beform,
Temperance, Hydropathy, Gymnsstics, Mecsmerism,
Clairvoyance, Anthropology, &c., will be kept on sale.

As the responsibilities incurred in establishing this
“Home for Spiritualism”™ and the Science of Man arc
very heavy, the Proprictor earnestly solieits the kind
co-operation and support of all who sympathise with
the enterprise. Strangers in London should at omce
call at the Progressive Library, where they may hear of
Lodgings and get other useful information.

J. BURNS, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton-row,
Bloomsbury-square, Holborn, London, W.C.
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