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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM LN | has also commenced a smaller paper, published on the

ENGLAND.

Last Monday night, at one of the ordinary weekly
Spiritualistic meetings at the Beethoven Rooms, Harley-
strect, Cavendish-square, Mr. Benjamin Coleman, the
President, read a paper on Spiritualism in England.
The hall was filled with an overflowing audience, in-
cluding many literary gentlemen of high standing, and
a fair proportion of scicntific men belonging chiefly to
the medical profession. The following is the paper
read by the President :—

THE LITERATURE OF SEIRITUALISM.

T am about to claim your attention to a succinet his-
tory of ¢ The Rise and Progress of Spiritualism in
England, with an Account of some of my Personal.Iix-
periences in the Investigation of the Subject.”

First as to the literature—including the periodical
publications and the books which have been written
and published in England—and then as to the mediums
who have come amongst us from time to time, with a
truthful and unexaggerated account of some of the mani-
festations which I have witnessed. I shall not hesitate
to give the names of every one known to me who ook
part in any of the séunces to which T shall refer, trust-
ing that thosc who have dealt fairly with the facts
demonstrated, will absolve me from further reticence,
and not caring what those persons think who have not
dealt honestly with the facts which have come under
their notice.

As T am aware that I am addressing myself to an
audience which includes men of high professional and
scientific attainments, I may as well say that I lay no
claim to either. I am a man who has been accustomed
to commercial pursuits, and am therefore not the best
qualified to stand here to enlighten men who are far
my superiors in a litefary and scientific point of view,
But I hope I may justly lay claim to the possession of
plain, practical, common sense, without fanatical bias
of any kind, to a rigid love of truth, and a boldness to
declare my convictions in the face of the world, how-
ever unpopular they may be; and as I have made
many converts during the last fifteen years, to these
qualities may be attributed whatever success may have
attended my advocacy of the great truth of Spiri-
tualism.

The Forkshire Spirttual Telegraph was the first
monthly, which shortly after changed its name to T%he
DBritish Spiritual Telegraph, edited by W. B. Morrell, of
Keighley, Yorkshire, and was continued fram 1857—for
two years—to 1859.

The Spiritual Hevald was the second mouthly. This
was ably edited by the late Mr. James Smith, brother
to Dr. Angus Smith, the well-known chemist. 7%e
Herald was also commenced 1857, and ended after an
existence of six months only.

The- Spiritual Magazine was started in 1860. It
has been. from the first under the able guidance of M.
William M. Wilkinson and Mr. Thomas Shorter. 7he
Spirituel Magazine proclaims its views in the following
motto :—

¢¢ Spiritualism is based on the cardinal fact of spirit com-
munion and influx ; it is the effort to discover all truth relating
to man’s Spiritual nature, capacitics, relations, duties, wel-
fare, and destiny; and its application to a regenerate life.
It recognises a continuous Divine ingpiration in man ; it aims
through a careful reverent study of facts, at a knowledge of
the laws and principles which govern the occult forces of the
universe ; of the relations of spirit to matter, and of man to
God and the Spiritual world. 1t is thus catholic and progres-
sive, leading to true religion as at one with the highest
philosophy.”

The Spirituel Times, a weekly, was started in
London in 1864, and ceased in 1866, It was edited by
Mr. J. H. Powell. Daybreak, also a weekly, was first
published in Manchester, 1867, and edited by the
Rev. Page Hopps, It subsequently changed hands and
title. It is mow published and edited by Mr. James
. Burns, under the title of The Medium and Daybreak.

Human Nature, o monthly, commenced in 1867, and is
now entering upon its fifth year. This is also edited
by Mr. James Burns. The Spiritualist, published on
the 15th of each month, very carefully edited by Mr.
‘W. H. Harrison, was started in 1869, and promises to
be in every way worthy of the cause. Mr. Harrison

Ist of each month, called The Spiriétual News; and
lastly, the Rev. F. Rowland Young, an able Dissenting
minister, has just published the first number of a
montbly, entitled The Christian Spiritualist,

These, T believe, comprise the whole of the periodical
journals which have been published in England to
advocate the cause of Spiritualism.

TTe works, which have been written by English men
and women, and published in London, are much more
numerous.

The first—and I think before the advent of Spiritual-
ism in America, twenty-two years ago—were The Night
Side of Nature, and a translation of Dr. Kerner’s
Seeress of Prevorst, by Mrs. Catherine Crowe, both of
remarkable merit, and highly interesting; and in 1859
Mrs. Crowe, after full conviction of the reality and
spiritual origin of the modern manifestations, wrote a
clever little book, entitled Spiritualism, and the Age we
Live in, in which she thus addresses the scientific
world :-—

‘' While I agsert these things, I have no expectation of being
believed ; because if I were I should be the first person that
ever received such a distinction as to be believed when he de-
clared he had seen or heard a fact not recognised by science ;
science being an irresponsible power that absolutely re-
jeets all evidence not according with her own views and
experience. 1 am aware that science is generally right ; but
she is not infallible, She has made mistakes in her lifetime ;
and she may rely on it she never made one more signal, nor
more fatal, to her pre-eminence, than that she has made in
denying, instead of investigating, the phenomena called Spiri-
tnal manifestations. She knows it too; there are those I
could name who earnestly wish they had not been so hasty in
committing themselves, and who see, too late, that there was
a great glory to be won by an early and courageous’ adoption,
when they had nothing to retract. Now, it is not so easy;
nevertheless, it must be dome, sooner or later ; and the glory
be to him who has the courage and the honesty first to avow
his conversion and convietion.”

In 1853 Mr. Andrew Leighton re-published an ex-
cellent little work, The Modern Spurit Manifestations,
by the Rev. Adin Ballou, one of the earliest converts,
and most intelligent of the American advocates of the
truth of Spiritualism, to which Mr. Leighton wrote au
elaborate and highly interesting preface, reciting his
experiences with a member of his own family.

In 18556-6, Mr. Newton Crosland published A New
Theory of Apparitions ; and Mrs. Crosland (Camilla
Toulmin) The Light of the Valley.

Mr. John Rymer, a great sceptic long after his family
were convinced (at whose house Mr. Home staid for
some months), published his experiences through the
mediumship of Mr. Home, which were of a very mar-
vellous character.

There was published about this time Sights and
Sounds, a very interesting volume, by Mr. Henry Spicer,
a friend, I believe, of Charles Dickens, and a contributor
to Household Words.

The Notural and Supernatural, by Mr. John Jones,
and Christian Spiritualism, by Mr. Wm. Bertolacei,
were also amongst the earliest publications in England,

Then followed several most important contributions
to the book-literature of Spiritualism; namely, T%e
History of the Supernatural, by Mr, William Howitt,
which clearly proves that phenomena similar to that
which it is so difficult for the learned men of the present
day to believe in, were witnessed and accepted by some
of the most learned men of all past ages.

In his preface Mr. Howitt says—

““The author of this work intends by the supernatural the
operation of those higher and more recondite laws of God, with
which, being as yet but most imperfectly acquainted, we
either denominate their effects miraculous, or shutting our
eyes firmly, deny their existence altogether. So far from
holding that what are called miracles are interruptions or
violations of the course of nature, he regards them only as the
results of Spiritual laws, which in their occasional action
subdue, suspend, or neutralise the less powerful physical laws,
just as a stronger chemical affinity subdues a weaker one, pro-
dueing new combinations, but combinations strictly in accord-
ance with the collective laws of the universe, whether under-
stood or not yet understood by us. At a time when so many
objections are raised to portions of the Scripture narrative,
which unsettle men’s minds and haunt them with miserable

forebodings, thie author has thought it of the highest import-
ance to bring into a comprehensive view the statements of the
most eminent historians and philosophers of all ages and
nations on the manifestations of those Spiritual agencies
amongst them, which we, for want of further knowledge,
term supcrnatural.

¢ So great is the assembled masg of evidence from everyage

and people, that we are reduced to this dilemma ! either to

reject this universal evidence, by which we inevitably reduce
all history to a gigantic fiction, and destroy every appeal to
its decision on any question whatever, or to accept it, in
which case we find ourselves standing face to face with a
prineiple of the most authoritative character for the solution
of Spiritual enigmas, and the stemming of the fatal progress
of infidelity.”

Mr. Wm. M. Wilkinson, who has a high professional
standing in this metropolis as a lawyer, and who was
amongst the earliest to proclaim his conviction of the
truth of Spiritualism, published a work called Spirit
Drawings, in which he gives the history of Mrs. Wil-
kinson’s development as a drawing medium, when—
under direct spirit guidance and control, and without
the least knowledge of the urt—she produced a large
serics of very beautiful symbolic drawings in water
colours. Mr. Wilkinson is also the author of another
boak, eutitled The Revival, considered in its Physical,
Psychical, end Leligious Aspects.  Both books are pro-
nounced by competent authority as ably and philosophi-
cally written.

Mr. Wilkinson says—

“‘Incredulity of a fact, I take it, is that wide-spread weak-
ness of the human mind, which is observed in men who have
perfected their opinions, and have no room for learning any-
thing more. A new fact to them is just one above the num-
ber that is convenient or necessary for them, and had they the
power of creating, or of preventing creation, the inconvenient
fact should not have existed.

. ““Indeed, if admitted into their completed system, “the
little stranger” would destroy it altogether, by acting as a
chemical solvent of the fabric.

¢ But this is not the mode of the searcher after truth ; and
in determining the important question, which it is intended to
submit for consideration, I would rather forget much that I
have been tanght, or find it all unsound, than' I would reject

one single circumstance which I know and recognise as a
truth,”

Mr. Thomas Shorter, than whom there has been mno
more intelligent and active worker in the cause of

-Spiritualism, brought out first 7he Confessions of a

Truth Secker, and subsequently a larger volume
entitled The Two Worlds, which in its advocacy of the
truth of Spiritualism takes its stand upon the Bible;
and containing as it does a mass of most useful infor-
mation, covers the whole ground, and forms a most
valuable book of reference. Its tone may be gathered
from the following remarks in the author’s preface : —

¢ Christians now-a-days are ashamed, or as they think, too
enlightened, to appeal to the direct evidence of a future life
which the facts of Spiritual manifestations supply ; although
their Bible is the greatest storehouse of Spiritual facts, and
the Christian and every other form of religion are cradled in
them. But though this course is now respectable and fashion-
able, it shonld be borne in mind that it is only a fashion—that
general scepticism on this point in the Christian world is of
very recent day, and that it has advanced steadily, and in
parallel line with it has been the advance of material philo-
sophies, the denial of revelation and of a Spiritual world,
and the gravitation of faith to a vanishing point ; until at
length, in the bosom of the Established Church of this
conntry, we find the attempt made by some of its recognised
and eminent teachers to get rid (as divines and professors
have been doing in Germany) of the supernatural element
altogether, Were the effort successful, we might say with
Law, ¢Behold! the kingdom of God shut up, and only a
kingdom of Scribes and Pharisees come instead of it Nor
need this state of things surprise us; it is a consistent logical
result of the denial of existent Spiritnal agencies.”

Finally, in this category, there is a very clever book,
From Matter to Spirit, by Mrs. De Morgan, with an
admirable preface from the able pen of Professor De
Morgan, the eminent mathematician. He says—

¢¢1 will not stand committed either for or against the con-
clusions of this book. I am satisfied by the evidence of some
of the facts narrated ; of some others T have evidence as good
as testimony can give. I am perfectly convinced that T have
both seen and heard in a manner which should make unbelief
impossible, things called Spiritual which cannot be taken by a
rational being to Dbe capable of explanation by imposture,
coincidence, or mistake. So far I feel the ground firm under
me. But when it comes to what is the cause of these pheno-
mena, 1find I cannot adopt any explanation which has yet
been suggested. If I were bound to choose among things
which T can conceive, 1 should say that there is some sort of
action of some combination of will, intellect, and physical
power, which is not that of any of the human beings present.

¢ But thinking it very likely that the universe may contain
a few agencies, say half-a-million, about which no man knows
anything, I cannot but suspect that a small proportion of these
agencies, say 5,000, may be severally competent to the pro-
duction of all the phenomena, or may be qnite up to the fask
among them,

“The physical explanations which I have seen are easy,
but miserably insufficient ; the Spiritual hypothesis is snffi-

cient, but ponderously difficult.”
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Amongst the books of mark which have been written
to uphold the truth of Spiritualism, and the reality of
the manifestations, is that by Viscount Adare, Zxpe-
riences in Spiritualism with Mr. D. D. Home, with
introductory remarks by the Earl of Dunraven. This
volume (which was printed for private circulation only),
though proceeding from the pen of a literary nobleman,
docs not pretend to do more than to record a series of
remarkable phenomena witnessed by himself and nume-
rous friends during the last three or four years. F rom
Tord Dunraven’s preface to the book I make the fol-
lowing extracts :—

““The subject of Spiritualism was first brought under my
notice fifteen ycars ago, by reading two or three accounts of
the occurrences which were taking place in America. To
some extent I was prepared for the fair consideration of very
strange and startling phenomena, from having previously
examined fully into the subject of mesmerism. .. At that
time scientific men in general, and the medical profession in
particular, were loud in eondemnation of what they considered
sheer imposture. . . Since then a great change has taken place
in the opinion of the public on this subject. .. When table-
turning became one of tEe amugements of the day, I witnessed
various experiments which clearly demonstrated the inade-
quacy of Professor Faraday’s explanation of the manifestations
by involuntary museular action.”

In reference to the facts recorded in this volume by
Lord Adare and himself, Lord Dunraven says—

¢¢1t is obvious that the chief value of such a record must
depend upon the trustworthiness of the narrator. Fidelity of
description is very rare, even where honesty of purpose is
undoubted. I believe that in the present case serupulous ac-
curacy, a retentive memory, and an unexcitable temperament
are combined in an nnusual degree, forming just such a com-
bination of qualities as is indispensable for vne who under-
takes to record phenomena of this exceptional and startling
character,

‘¢ Tt must be borne in mind that an actual record of facts,
and not the adoption or refutation of any particular theory, is
the main object . view.

¢ Spiritnalism will, therefore, in the ensuing remarks be
regarded chiefly in its scientific or phenomenal aspect. I have
purposely avoided expressing any decided opinion on questions
so complicated, and about which at present such conflicting
opinions prevail, as upon the character of the phenomena, the
source from which they proceed, and the tendency of teaching
to be derived from them. .

“The whole subject of Spiritualism is one which must soon
command the attention of thounghtful men in this country, as
it has very fully done in America, and to some extent in
France and other countries of Europe.”

Of the manifestations recorded by Lord Adare, it will
perhaps be sufficient fo say that they arc among the
most marvellous of those which have been witnessed by
thousands, through Mr. Home’s distinetive, peculiar,
and high-class phase of medinmship; many -of them
being in advance of those recorded in Mr. Home’s own
book, Inecidents of my Life, the preface to which is
written by no less 2 man in the world of lctters, than
Dr. Robert Chambers, and from which preface T make
the following extraet :—

“¢1t is often remarked as a marvel of a very suggestive kind
in this our highly intellectual age, that men of knowledge and
reflection, of whom so much better things might be expected,
are found so weak as to be imposed upon by such transparent
deception, and so foolish as to come forward and bear witness
in its behalf. But of course this is not reasoning ; it is only
begging the question. The remark might be answered by
another ; it is a marvel of a highly suggestive nature that men
of critical judgment shonld be so'far imposed upon by their
self-esteem, that they can calmly set down a number of men
reputedly as judicious as themselves, and whose judgment
they acknowledge—as capable of seeing and hearing that
which is not—and never appear to suspect that those persons
have possibly some real grounds for the faith that is in them.
A little modesty would evidently go a great way to solve the
difficulty. If they would go a little further, and so far yield
to the behests of their favourite philosophy as to enquire
before pronouncing, it might so chance that the position of a
believer in these phenomena would become movre intelligible
to them. So at least it has already appeared with a vast
number of persons, equally positive at starting that the whole
was a delusion ; and we are entitled to assume that what has
been may be again.”

Several other books and pamphlets have been pub-
lished which possess more or less interest for the reader
of Fnglish Spiritualistic literature : Animal Magnetism
and Spiritualism, by Dr. Ashburner; Outlines of Spi-
ritualism, by Mr. Barkas; The Life of the Davenports,
by Dr. Nichol, English correspondent to the New F¥ork
Times ; Spiritualisin in America, by Mr. B. Coleman ;
and Z%e Scientific Aspect of Spiritualism, by Mr,
Alfred R. Wallace, the eminent naturalist, who cloges
his most useful essay in the following words :—

¢“ In eoncluding thesc imperfect illustrations of a subject so
generally tabooed by scientific men, I do not expect or wish
to make a single convert. All T claim is to have shown cause
for investigation ; to have proved that it is not a subject that
can any longer be contemptuously sncered at as unworthy of
a moment’s enquiry. 1 feel myself so confident of the truth
and objective reality of many of the facts here narrated, that
I wonld stake the whole question on the opinion of any man
of science desirous of arriving at the truth, if he would only

devote two or threc heurs a week for a few months to an |

exanination of the phenomena before pronvuncing an epinion ;
for, T again repeat, not a single individual that I have heard
of, has done this without becoming convinced of the reality of
these phenomena, I maintain, therefore, finally, that whether
we congider the vast number and high character of its con-
verts, the immense accumulation and anthenticity of its facts,
or the noble doctrine of a future state which is elaborated—
the so-called supernatural as developed in the phenomena of
animal magnetism, clairvoyance, and modern Spiritualism, is
an experimental science, which 1ust add greatly to our know-
ledge of man’s true nature and highest interesss, and, there-
fore, demands an honest and thorough examination.”

SPIRITUAL MEDITMS.

Mrs. Hayden, an Ameriean lady, was the first who
came to ngland. This was in 1853, and amongst the
first who visited her were Dr. John Ashburner, Dr.
John Elliotson, and Professor De Morgan,

Dr. Eliotson and Dr. Ashburner, both prominent
men in the medical world at that time, had bravely
fought the battle for the truth of mesmerism, and Dr,
Tlliotson had established a journal to advocate its
cause, called Z'he Zoist. The impressions made upon
the minds of these two honest ecarnest men, from what
they witnessed of Spiritual manifestations in Mrs.
Hayden’s presence, was widely different, Dr. Ash-
burner saw the truth at once, and boldly proclaimed it;
Dr. Elliotson treated the whole matter as a gross
imposture : and here was cxhibited a strange pheno-
menon, a man who had suffered martyrdom to establish
one great truth, tarning round to denounce and perse-
cute those who were endcavouring to establish the
elaims of a still greater truth of kindred character!
Dr. Elliotson refused even to discuss the subject with
his old friend Dr. Ashburner, and they separated. He
spoke of Mrs. Hayden as a charlatan; of his friends
who believed in her powers, as fools ! and of Spiritual-
ism as a degrading delusion. The pages of Zhe Zoist
contained most severe articles against the whole subject,
and one of them was illustrated by woodeuts, to show
how the tapping sounds were made. As an example of
Dr. Elliotson’s state of mind at that period, I male the
following extract from The. Zoist of May, 1854:—
“ Anything approaching to this imposture in impious
andacity we have never witnessed. We have felt it an
imperative duty boldly to raise onr voice in condemna-
tion of this vile and unblushing imposture.”

Sueh was the vigorous outspoken language of a man,
a materialist, accustomed to lay down the law to
others.

Here was, indeed, a hopeless case to all appearances.
Was it possible that a man of mature years, past the
meridian of life, should ever be convicted of his error ?
should ever be brought to humble himself, and in sack-
cloth and ashes, so to speak, proclaim openly to the
world his conviction and conversion ? Yet so it came
about, and in this way., Hc was staying at Dieppe in
1863, and there at the house of Mrs. Milner Gibson he
met Mr, IYome, throngh whom Dr. Elliotson received
such evidence of spirit-presence as fo shake his long
cherished philosophy to its very foundation. The
change in his thoughts came about gradually. When I

|saw him soon after his return from Dieppe, he said,

though he was satisfled of the reality of the phenomena,
he was not prepared to admit they were produced by
the agency of spirits. ¢ But,” he added, “I will say
this much, what I have secn lately has made a deep
impression upon my mind, and the recognition of the
reality of these manifestations from whatever canse, is
tending to revolutionise my thoughts and fcelings upon
almost every subjeet.”” When I called again some time
in the year 1864, I found him in his library; we
talked npon Spiritualism, and I asked him if hc had
read some book just then published. He raised his arm
from a large Bible upon which it rested, and said, * No!
T have no time to read any other book but this. I have
lost too much time alrcady, a proper understanding of
this sacred volume will be more than I can accomplish
in the few years yet remaining to me;” and he added,
when we were parting, “ You may tell the world that T
deeply regret my folly in so long resisting the truth;
when T leave this carth I -shall die a Christian; and
you may say that I owe my conversion to Spiritualisni.”
I am not now stating these facts for the first time, I
published them, with Dr. Elliotson’s permission, in the
Spiritual Magazine, before his death.

Now, what do you, the sceptie and opponent of
Spiritualism, from the religious side, say to such a casc
as 1 have here presented? Where is the diabolism
which you fear surrounds the practice of holding com-
munion with the so-called dead ? and what do you, the
opponent from the other extreme-—you who are wedded
to the materialistic philosophy—say to such a conver-
sion? Tave either of you any reasonable answer to
make to my enquiry, putin all kindliness and considera-
tion, for your educated prejudices ?  This is not a soli-
tary case, be it remembered; there are thousands of
sueh conversions through the evidences of Spiritualism.
If this be so, ean you wonder at the rapid strides which
Spirituaiism is making throughout the eivilised world?
Can you be surprised that such an audience as this—
the majority at least—can be assembled to uphold
a belief which teaehes nothing worse than that spirit-
communion is both possible and lawful. That our
lieavenly Father is a loving and merciful God! That
cach of us must reap as we may sow ! That the future
is a state of cternal progression ! and that thercfore

there is hope and salvation for all!
| Mr. D. D. Home arrived in England in 1855, and

; was most kindly received by the late Mr. William Cox,
| of Jermyn-street, who had been for some twenty or

thirty years aequainted with the subject, having had,
| as he informed me, ample evidence ot Spiritual inter-
i ference with mundane matters long before the American
' revival.  Amongst the first to meet Mr. Home was Dr.

iJohn Garth Wilkinsou, of Wimpole-street; he wrote

out a full and very graphic account of several séances
he had had with this well known medium-—of which
1 shall have to speak presently—and he introdunced
Mr. Home to Mr, Rymer, of Ealing, then a close
neighbour of mine,' with whose family Mr. Home
resided for some months, and it was then [ first saw
anything of Spiritualism. At this distance of time, now
ncarly sixteen ycars, when the wonders through Mr.
Home’s mediumship have made him a TEuropean
celebrity, it is hardly neecssary that I should detain
you by a recital of the evidences which made me a
believer, but it belongs to the subject of this “ paper”
that L should mention some of the incidents which came
under my notice at the earlicst stage of my investiga-
tions. At the very first sitting several things oecurred,
which, as T eould always trust the evidenee of my
senses, satisficd me that some foree, aecompanied by
superior intelligence, independent of any human being,
was then present and engaged in producing the extra-
ordinary manifestations which I witnessed. At this
séance I was frequently caressed upon my knee by what
felt to be a small, well-formed hand, though I was
geated at the opposite end, from the medium, of a long
dinner table in a brilliantly lighted room, and when
the hands of all present were visibly lmposed upon the
surface of the table. Among other things, a large
accordian was brought, at my request, beneath the table
from Mr. Home, and whilst held by me tightly, as it
was neccessary to do to retain it, the air I asked for—
<« Angels ever bright and fair”—-was played by some
invisible power in the most perfect manner possible.
The conclusion to my mind was irresistible; and from
that day to the present moment I have never been
afraid to uphold, on all suitable occasions, the reality of
the phenomena, though I could not at once accept the
Spiritnal claims. On a subsequent evening with Mr.
Howard Jaekson, a solicitor of TLineoln’s Inn-fields,
Mr, Rogers, son of the well-known dentist of Hanover-
square, Mrs. Rymer, her son, and eldest daughter (who
was herself a most interesting medinm), and Mrx. Home,
we sat round three-parts of a large eirenlar drawing-
room table in the twilight of a fine swmmer evening,
when a beauntifully-formed hand and arm rose slowly
from the nnoccupied side of the table which we all saw
distinetly. The arm was draped in a sleeve of gauzy
substance, through which we could see the rounded flesh-
like arm, the drapery terminating with a neat frill at
the wrist ; extending itsclf over the table, the hand lifted
a small bell, 1nng it, and carried it away. Iun a moment
or so I felt the hand on my knee, and the bell was
given to me. At my request the hand was placed in
mine, by which I could fecl its form and texture. Tt
was a small hand of velvety softness, neither warm nor
eold; and then to complete my astonishment, the table
rose gradually from the floor and continued to rise
until it touebed the ceiling, out of the reach of most of
those present. 1 could touch it ! and then it gradually
descended until it again settled upon the carpet with no
more jar or noise than a snow-flake. Af another sitting
those who wore rings had them suddenly slipped off,
and presently a hand appeared at the vacant side of
the table with all the 1ings, five in number, on its
fingers. The hand was then gently inverted, and,
scattering the rings upon the table, disappeared. Now
T hope 1 may say it without offenee, that it does not
require a philosopher to be a witness of suel facts, and
that my testimony is as good, for the reality of such an
occurrence, as the most able professor of physies living.
And let me add that I entirely demur to the claim made
by too many, that it requires a long investigation, and
many experiments, to arrive at a safe and solid eonelu-
sion, avnd that therefore when at length the facts are
admitted by them that the testimony of savcans is more
reliable than that of sueh men as myself, who, having
no prejudices to overcome, decide at once upon the
evidence of our ordinary senses. That it is possible to
find a different solution for the cause of such phenomena
than that of Spirit, I am not here to deny. Give us a
more rational explanation, and I for one, only anxions
to arrive at truth, will most readily accept it. 1 necd
not recount further the manifestations 1 witnessed at
that time. They were then all, to me, most wonderful,
but having seen with many other mediums, phenomena
quite as marvellous, they are not now so, 1 have
indecd arrived at that state of freling and eonfidence in
Spirit-power that nothing surprises me; I only require
the testimony of two or three intelligent, truthful men
and women, to give in my belief to anything, however
impossible it may appear, and T am sure I stand at this
moment in the presence of many who are proud to ac-
knowledge that they share in my credulity.

Among those who have visited Mr. Rymer’s house at
the period 1 am speaking of was the late Mrs. Lrollope,
who came from Florenee by the recomnieudation of her
friend, Mr. Hiram Dowers, the well-known sculptor,
who is a Spiritualist. She stald at Mr. Rymer’s
house—under the same roof with Mr. Home—for
two or three weeks, during which time she had such
ample evidences that her materialistic views vanished ;
and after leaving Baling she wrote o letter to Mrs,
Rymer, which I saw, thanking her for her hospitality,
and in whieh Mrs. Trollope said, “ My visit has given
a pillow to my old age, which 1 little dreamt of.” Her
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son, Mr. Thomas Trollppe, frequently joined their
séances, and both were present, when the late Sir
David Brewster (after he and Lord Brougham had met
Mr. Home at Mr. Cox’s in Jermyn-street) came to a
séance at Mr. Rymer’s. Of 8ir David Brewster’s conduct
in thesc matters, I should hesitate to speak now that he
has passed to a higher life, but that it conveys a moral,
which may serve as a warning to those who may still
rely upon his publiely recorded statements in opposition
to Spiritualism, and who might be disposed to follow in
his footsteps. The day after Sir David had been to the
séance at Mr. Rymer's, I called upon him, accompanied
by Mr. Rymer, and in the Athenum Club I had »
long conversation with him. T told him, that having
read an article attributed to him in Zhe North
British Review, dead against Spiritualism and its phe-
nomena, I was anxious to know whether his recent
experiences had changed his opinions. Ie said they
certainly had, inasmuch as he could not attribute
the phenomena either to trickery or to a delusion of
the senses, but, he added, ¢ Spirit, sir, is the last thing
T will give in to.”

Sir David Brewster, however, when it became known
that he had been looking into Spiritualism, and it was
suspected that he was a believer, wrote a letter to Ze
Moming Adwertiser, addressed to me by name, in which
he strongly denied my version of his admissions, and
the facts that had occurred at Mr. Cox’s and Mr.
Rymer’s. One of his distinct denials was made in the
following words— Tt is not true, as stated by you, that
a large dinner table moved about at Mr. Cox’s;” and
in explanation of what did occur, he says—* Besides
the cxperiment with the accordion,a small hand-bell to
be rung by the spirits was placed on the ground near
my feet; I placed my feet round it in the form of an
angle, to catech any intrinsic apparatus. The bell did
not ring ; but when taken to a place near Mr. Home’s
feet, it speedily came across and placed its handle in my
hand. This was amusing.” And he added, ““ T conjec-
ture the effects were produced by machinery attached
to the lower extremities of Mr. Home.” This letter
was written in the month of Ociober, 1855, and was
replied to by Mr. Cox, Mr. Thomas Trollope, and my-
self ; the whole correspondence is reproduced in the
appendix to Mr. Home’s book., Last year Mrs. Gordon,
Sir David’s daughter, published his biography, and in
making extracts from his diary, she innocently allowed
Qir David to refute himself—thus, under the date of
June, 1855, that is, four months before the date of his
letter to me, he had made a long entry entirely at
variance with his publie statements of the same facts.
He says—¢ The most unaccountable rappings were
produced in various parts of the table, and the table
actually rose from the ground when no hand was upon
it. A larger table was produced, and exhibited similar
movements. . . . A small hand-bell was then laid down
with its mouth uwpon the carpet, and after lying for
some time, it actually rang when nothing could have
touched it. . .. These were the principal experiments.
We could give no explanation of them, and could not
canjecture how they could le produced by any kind of
mechanismn.”

This, I think, settles the merits of that controversy,
and vindicates Mr. Home’s integrity of conduct and my
veracity of statement. Sir David’s daughter says that
her father had “ a dual naturc.” Tt is to be regretted
that T and many others were only permitted to geo
the worst side of it. A curlous fact remains to be said
of Sir David Brewster. He was himself a medium ;
he saw spectres, ¢ His own quaint confession,” says
his danghter, ¢ that he was afraid of ghosts, though
he did not belicve in them, was as near the truth as
possible.”

A few words about Lord DBrougham will eomplete
this part of my history. Contrary to statements made
in the press, I have reason to bclieve that Lord
Brougham never spoke or wrote a word against Spiri-
tualism; on the contrary, all that is known of his
opinions upon this subject gives evidence that he was
strongly impressed that it was an important truth. I
had a short conversation with him, when the few words
that he said, showed me that he was greatly impressed
with what he saw at the séances he had with AMr.
Home at Mr, Cox’s;; and in a work entitled Nutwre, by
Mzr. Charles Groom Napier, published carly in the last
year, the preface written by Lord Brougham, closes
with these remarkable words— There is but one
question T wounld ask the author, Is the Spiritualism
of this work foreign to our materialistic manufacturing
age? Noj for amidst the varieties of mind which
divers circumstances produce, are found those who
cultivate man’s highest faculties; to these the author
addresses himself. But even in the most cloudless skies
of scepticism I see a rain-clond; if it be mo bigger
than a man’s hand, 11 Is A MODERN SPIRITUALISM.”

And, doubtless, in his fortheoming biography, we
shall hear more of ILord Brougham’s thoughts and
feclings npon a subject which it is cvident greatly in-
terested him, and which lie never discredited.

In the article written by Dr. Garth Wilkinson, to
which I have alluded, after describing his experiences,
‘he says j—

1 differ, therefore, with Sir David Brewster in his mode
of exploration, and alsoin his valuation of presumptive honesty
and human testimony, which always hitherto has been the
most substantial word in the world, and a pillar which
Divine Providence has not disdained to use in supporting the
canopy of His revelations. .. .. It seems probable, from ex-
perience, as well reason, that, granting the phenomena to be
spiritual, ‘the presence of dctermined scoffers at, and dis-
belicvers in them, should in case the said persons be pre-

‘ponderant in their influence in the circle, render the mani-

festations imperfect or perhaps null. The known laws of
human sympathy, and the operations of our own spirits when
antipathetic persons are ncar {us, may be also cited in proof
of this. I conclude, then, that to the scoffer and the strongly
prejudiced, who want no evidence, and to whom evidence has
no appeal, evidence is, for the most part, not forthcoming
This simplifics the position ; but what still remains is the
peculiar Christian politesse of this century, viz, the necessity
of good manners, and the agrecing to differ. On the part
of those who believe, this may be best securcd by letting the
other party be. Providence can convince them, too, as easily
as ourselves, when the timc and their function comes, but by
snatching at them prematurely, before they are ripe, we may
evoke, on a great scale, two of the most formidable spirits
of this world—WRATH and FEAR.

‘“ As a final remark, let me caution the public against being
led by Sir David Brewster, Professor Faraday, and other men
of great names in their own departments, in this matter, which
is not obviously within their field. . .. They are =o alien to the
subject, that they do not know the first condition of prosecuting
it, viz. a gift of sympathy, and opennecss to conviction. Their
very speciality of excellence in physical explorations, is against
them in this new walk, which is combined spiritnal and phy-
sical. The common observer, with little in his mind, with no
repute to support, and no case to uphold, may perchance
be equipped by nature for those revolutionary sciences wherce
the savans are stupid upon them. Twelve fishermen, and not
the high priests, arc the everlasting resources of Providence,
I therefore invite the unattached laity, of all descriptions, the
willing fishermen, to remember that they have no overmen in
this department ; that it is an untrodden field ; and that by
the Grace of God there is at least a freedom for us all from
the pressurc of big names, ‘because the race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong.”

About the same period, <.c. 1855, Mrs. A. E. Newton
visited England. She is the wife of a gentleman who
now holds an important post in the Government Idu-
eational Department at Washington; they were among
the earlicst converts to Spiritualism, and suffered
martyrdom. They were members of the Congregational
Church in Boston, from which body they scceded, and
published their reasons for so doing, in whieh they
said :—

“ A truth so novel and startling conld not be at once re-
ceived, however demonstrative and convincing the evidence
might be upon which it rested. Nor was it until evidence
had accumulated upon cvidence, and proof became piled upon
proof—not until manifestations of the most marvellous
character had becn repeatedly witnessed under a great
variety of circumstances; and notwithstanding the application
of every conceivable test——that we could consent to acknow-
ledge, even to ourselves, a belief in the agency of spiritual
beings., That belief, however, in spite of prejudice and
seepticism—in spite of the general cry of “Delusion and
Imposturc ”—in spite of all attempts of scicntific men to
explain the marvels on the basis of matcrialism (which ex-
planations' we found to be in every case wholly inadequate
to account for what we witnessed), that belicf became at
length forced upon our minds by irresistible cvidence.”

It was an important epoch in my life in view of the re-
sults which have followed, when I had the good fortune to
make the acquaintance of Mrs. Newton, whose religious
tone of mind, and most eloquent reasoning, smoothed
down all the difficultics which naturally arosc in my
own mind, even after T had seen and acknowledged the
reality of the phenomena. But this is not the time to
dwell and enlarge upon that point.

Mrs. Newton was at this time a medinm, a seer, which
T take to be a superior development. The following is
a remarkable instancc of her mediumistic powers :—

On one occasion, in my presence, a Mr. Holmes engaged
her in conversation. He was confessedly a materialist. He
started scveral propositions, which Mrs. Newton combated
in language so eloquent and manner so simple and earnest,
with reasoning so logical, that Mr. Holmes was speedily
driven into a corner, and at length he said, ** Well, wcll, all
that you have urged may be truc, but it does not convince
me, and indeed nothing will, until I have direct evidence
from some onc whose memory I revere. If, for instance, I
could obtain a manifestation from my mother, it would go
far to satisfy my doubts.” “Why,” exciaimed Mrs, Newton,
it s your mother’s spirit who has impressed me to speak
these truths to you! I see her now, standing by your side,
she tells me that her name is Betsy, and the child standing
by her side is Eilen, your child ; they implore you to believe
that there is a spirit-world and a life immortal.” Mr. Holmcs
countenance changed, and he remained for somc moments
silent. I asked him if he recognised the names? He ad-
mitted that his mother’s name was Betsy, and that he had
lost a child whose name was Ellen. The seed, however, in
in this instance was scattered on “stony ground,” for on
meeting Mr. Holmes some two or three years after, I found
that he was still an unbeliever,

One of the most remarkable and gifted medinms who
have come from Amcrica to England is the Rev. Thomas
L. Harris. He is an inspired poct and preacher. Two
of his poems—The Lyiic of the Golden Age, and 1he
Lyric of the Morning Land, published in 1856—wvere
dictated whilst he was lying in a state of profound
trance, the words coming from his lips without a falter
or correction as rapidly as they could be written Gown
by an amanuensis. Of The Golden Age, a competent
authority, Mr. S. B. Brittain, one of the attesting
witnesges, says—

¢ This lyric has scarcely less than Miltonic grandeur,
while in parts, at least, it has more than Miltonic

splendour. The descriptive portions are wonderful as
illustrations of the compass of our language.”

Mr. Harris preached a series of sermons in London
in 1859, and among his constant attendants were Lady
Oliphant, widow of Sir Anthony Oliphant, and her son
Laurence Oliphant, late M.D. for Stirling, a well known
litteratewr, and at this moment, I am told, engaged in
France as correspondent to the Z%mes. He accompanied
Lord Elgin in his special mission to China,and he was Se-
cretary of Legation in Japan. Hc has written many
worksof travel, and is a contributorto Bluckwood’s Blaga-
#ine. In his last work, Piccadilly, which is a strong
satirc on the follies of fashionable life, one of his
characters of most excellence is the Rev. T. L. Harris.
Shortly after Mr. Harris left Bngland he founded a re-
ligious community of Spiritualists at a place called Was-
saick,in the State of New York, where Miss Ina Fawcett,
now Mrs. Cuthbertson, a friend of mine, a lady of high
culture and ample fortune, and Lady Oliphant joined
him. This community, I have been told, live in perfect
peace and contentment, their habits and mode of life
are of the most primitive charaeter; they carry on
various industrial employments, working at trades ac-
cording to their ehoice, having no servants, and, indecd,
living somewhat after the manner in which the first
followers of Christ are said to have done. They regard
Alr. Harris as a chosen servant, a great light and high
priest of the New Christian Church. During the par-
liamentary vacations, Mr. Laurence Oliphant was ae-
customed to make an annual visit to Wassaick, and
about two years ago he resigned his seat in. Parliament,
and joined this community. How it is that Mr. Oli-
phant has now returned again to the world and to
literary pursuits, I am not informed. 1lc is a man of
brilliant talents, of great social influence, and a Spiri-
tualist. But, as a disciple of Mr. Harris’s, I do not
think he would now join a sdance, as he would eagerly
have done when T first knew him.

His conversion to Spiritualism, as he described it to
me, came about in this way. Ile was walking through
the streets of New York, when seeing on a door plate
the name and calling of a spirit medium, he entered,
and asked the medium for somc proof of his povwer,
After a short time the man went into a dreamy ab-
normal state, and, springing up, caught hold of the
hand of his visitor, shaking it heartily, and exclaimed,
—¢ Laurence, my friend, I am happy to meet you
again.” < Who are you?” was the inquiry, ¢ Why,
I am Tom So-and-So, who died in your arms in the
Crimea.”  Safisfied that the medium could know
nothing of himself or history, Mr, Oliphant became
deeply interested, pursued his inquirers, which ulti-
mated, as I have said, in his becoming a disciple of
Mr. Harris, who claims fo be controlled and guided by
Spiritual influx.

SPIRITUALISM AND THE MEDICAL PROTFESSION.
‘When staying at an hotel some years ago in Edin-<

.| burgh, I made the acquaintance there of a well-known

physician, Dr. W. A. "Browne, a Commissioner in
Luonacy, who was engaged on official business in that
eity. At breakfast one morning, where we were joined
by his son, a medical student, I received, with my
letters, a eopy of the Spiritual Magazine, which I
handed to Dr. Browne, and I asked him if he knew
anything of that subjeet. ¢ Ne,” he said, ““1 look
upon it as a great delusion! I reccived a letter the
other day though, from a former pupil of mine, telling
me of some strange antics of tables being lifted and
broken by invisible agency, of which he had just heard.
and he asked me if I thought ‘such things could be.
I told him I did not think they could, and that such
matters were not worthy of a serious thought.” ¢ You
are mistalken, Doctor,” I said, * such things can be, and
are well worthy, in my opinion, of a medical man’s
most serious consideration. T know who your pupil is,
and I know that the incidents mentioned by him hap-
pened in his own presence, and at his own house.” This
led to further conversation upon the subject, and, in
complianee with the Doctor’s request, I related some
of my own cxperiences, during the recital of which, by
his gestures and expression, I gathered that he thought.
it would be but a waste of time to talk further with a
man so lamentably weak as to insist that these things
were true. I however pressed Dr. Browne before we
parted to answer me a question,—* Supposing,” I said,
“that my friends, like the great mass of mankind,
ignorant of the facts of which I have just spoken, were
led to suspect my sanity, and you had been called in to
give your professional opinion upon the state of my
mind, and I had repcated seriously, and emphatically,
the statements which I have just made to you; would
you not have thought me mad, and have sent me to a
lunatic asylum? < Well,” said the Doctor, with great
gravity and candour, ¢ I think T should.”

¢ Then,” T retorted, ““see what an awful responsibility
rests upon men like you, and how necessary it is that
you should know, as much as T kuow, beforc you can
discharge your duties faithfully. You kuow that I am
not mad; and yet I insist that these things arc not
delusions, but that they are realities, and your pupil
now knows they are, and the evidence lies broadcast .
throughout society.”



132

THE SPIRITUALIST.

Jax. 15, 1871.

The Doctor smiled, but made no reply, and our con-
versation ended. I do not know if he profited by it;
but I have reason to believe that his son did, for he
wrote to me some time after, telling me how much
intercsted he had been in the conversation I had had
with his father, and as he was about to read ¢ a paper”
to the medical students before he left Edinburgh, in
which he would like to introduce the subject of Spirit-
ualism, he begged me to lend him any books of reference
upon the subject, which I did. This gentleman, Dr.
Crichton Browne,is now, I am told, a very rising and
able man, and has charge of the County Asylum at
Wakefield, How much of his acknowledged ability he
may owe to his study of the questions raised in my
conversation with his father, I know not. But I donot
suppose he will forget the lesson in psychology, which
he did not learn at college.

Let me now claim your attention to an important
history relating to Dr. Browne’s former pupil, who now
holds an eminent position in the medical world, This
doctor edited a scientific journal at the time when he
first heard of Spiritualism, from reading Mr. Rymer’s
pamphlet (to which I have alluded), and straightway
without, as he will now confess, knowing much about it,
he proceeded to slay the monster ; to destroy the  delu-
sion” by which, as he thought, so many weak men and
women were being enthralled; and in the columns of
his journal, after repeating some of Mr. Rymer’s state-
ments respecting the phenomena, the worthy Doctor
8ays i—

“These are strong facts, and it is allowing a great deal to
say that we think Mr. Rymer to be in earnest in srating his
belief in them. &br ourselves, we entirely disbelieve them, and
shall gladly give any one the opportunity of convincing us,
In the meanwhile we venture to recommend to Mr. Rymer's
attentive study, an old-fashioned college text-book, which we
suspeet he has never opened—Pratt’s Mechanical Philosophy.
He will there learn of those immutable laws which the un-
changing God has impressed once and forever on Creation !
and reading of the wondrous harmony and order which reign
by their operation throughout the whole bounds of Creation,
he may, perhaps, come to share our doubts and disbelief of
those imaginings which tell us of their violation, in moving
tables and shaking lamps, and dancing chairg; and he may,
perchance, should his study prosper, catch also a sense of the
pitying scorn with which those nurtnred on the strong meat
of the inductive philosophy, within the very courts and halls
that Newton trod, view these sickly spiritualistic dreamers,
thus drunk with the new wine of folly and credulity,”

I can imagine with what an air of proud satisfaction
the Doctor rose from his editorial ehair after hurling
from his facile pen such an eloquent denunciation against
these stupid mummeries, and, probably, saying to him-
self: < There! that will settle the question ; no intelli-
gent man, T think, will ever dare to stand up in future
in defence of the so-called spiritual phenomena.” But
there is an end to all delusions, and the day was at
hand when this doctor was to be relieved of Zis halluci-
nations; when the tables were to be turned in a double
sense, one of them being literally smashed in his presence,
and * the immutable laws of creation ” rudely violated.
‘When this came about ¢ the old college text-book ” was
lost sight of in the bewilderment which overcame this
worthy Doctor, now himself ““ drunk with the new wine
of folly and credulity.”

It so happened that some time after the doctor’s essay
had been published, I accidentally made his acquaintance,
when we talked of Spiritualism, in which he seemed to
take a lively interest ; I did not know why, nor that he
had been a public opponent of ¢ the delusion.” In the
conversation I mentioned Mr. William Wilkinson’s
name as a friend of mine, and a full believer in the
subject. ““Is it possible? I know him,” said the
Doctor ; “ he is a very able man ; T shall call upon him
and talk the matter over.” We exchanged cards and
parted, and the mnext that I heard of him was, that
having called . upon Mr. Wilkinson, that gentleman
had arranged to take Mr. Rollin Squire, a young Ameri-
ean and a very powerful medinm, to the Doctor’s house
in the country, where, during their stay, a series of
séances were held, when, among other striking incidents,
a strong iron-bound table was, at the Doctor’s request,
smashed in half a minute by some invisible power, and
the fragmonts thrown across the room ; and this was
one of the facts of which Dr. Browne spoke to me in
Edinburgh.

The Doctor was so strongly impressed with all he
had seen, that he at once wrote another article; not,
however, for the Scientific Jowrnal, but for the Spiritual
Magazine, and to which, to his honour be it said, he
would have appended his name, but Mr. Wilkinson dis-
suaded him from doing so lest he should evoke * the
pitying seorn” of those less enlightened, who were
“ yurtured on the strong meat of the inductive philo-
sophy,” and he accordingly withheld it. ~ In that paper,
which was published in the first volume of the Spiritual
Mugazine, he gave a full account of what he had wit-
nessed, and subsequently he wrote a second article for
the Spiritual Mugazine, published in Angust 1860, in
which he says:

“ T have been very much langhed at for my former record of
facts. My own hrother has informed me that he does not be-
lieve one word of them, A valued friend refused to reprint
them in his medical journal solely from regard to my reputa-

tion. Welll I must remember the old adage, ‘Magna est
veritag, and trust to its final victory, In the meantime I feel

it due to science and to truth, without troubling myself about
the consequences, to place the following FURTHER FACTs
on record.

“ T again pledge my word of honour to their strict accuracy.
I have only recorded what I have myself verified and scen.”

A séance with Mr. Home is then desecribed, and the
writer concludes with the following propositions :

1, In the presence of a medinm raps on and about the
table, on the floor, on the walls of the room, do occur without
the intervention of any physical agent, &c. 2. These raps and
knocks are, moreover, intelligent. 3. The table at such circles
is frequently moved and tilted, and suspended in the air with-
out any visible agency, and other articles of furniture arc
similarly moved. 4. A shadow hand, not that of any onc
present, is somelimes formed, which places a bell on the table,
or lifts a pencil laid on a piece of paper and writes with it.
5. Most wonderful music is played on an accordion without
any human agency, &c. &c.”

And now, Ladics and Gentlemen, you will expect me,
in fulfilment of my promise, to divulge the name of this
gentleman, and T shall do so for the purpose of holding
him up to the admiration of all right thinking men and

women, for the candour and rare moral courage he has |

evinced in_retracting an error of judgment as soon as
he was satisfied that it was no longer tenable. His
name is Lockhart Robertson, a member of the Royal
College of Physicians, and recently promoted by the
TLord Chancellor to fill one of the highest offices in his
profession, and I have to add that he has done me the
honour of being here present, and he will, no doubt,
have something to say to me by-and-bye, as he did not
know that I was about to give his name, and his most
admirable conduct, so much prominence in my address.
But I trust, seeing the desperate fight which we Spirit-
ualists have, in overcoming the prejudices of his com-
peers, that Dr. Robertson will not think I have made
an unfair use of the facts with which his name is so
honourably associated.

EXTRAORDINARY SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Amongst my early experiences a very remarkable
incident occurred at Malvern, where I was well known,
and had a close intimacy with the two leading Hydro-
paths, Dr. Gully and Dr. Wilson. Both were materialists,
and both were converted through my instrumentality to
Spiritualism. The following are the circumstances :—

T occupied, with my wife and step-daughter, at the time I
am about to speak, apartments at the house of a man named
Wilmore, who, with his wife and daughter, conducted the
house. They had staying with them a Miss Lee, of Worcester,
and a Mr. Moore, of Halifax, I was a frequent visitor at
Dr. Wilson’s cstablishment, and on intimate terms with most
of the patients, and I excited considerable intcrest among
them, by talking unreservedly of Spiritualism and its pheno-
mena, One day, Mr, Howard Kennard, a member of the well-
known firm of Iron Merchants, in Thames-street, London,
agsked me if I would use my influcnce to induce the Marshalls
to come to Malvern, and he would guarantee that they should
receive a fee of not less than £10,

T wrote accordingly, and the Marshalls came to Malvern,
where I took rooms for them. Mr. Kennard invited whom he
pleaged to the variong séances which followed, and the usnal
differences of opinion arose amongst the sitters. One person,
whom I did not know at the time, Mr. Novra, a professional
conjurer, of Regent-street, was looked up to by Mr. Kennard
and his friends as a clever fellow, and a great authority ; and
to Mr, Novra was agsigned the duty of quietly watching the
movements of the mediums, and explaining the method by
which they accomplished “their dexterous tricks.” And by
the way this conjurer afterwards tried to make professional
capital out of his experiences at Malvern, by getting np lec-
tures at St. James’ Hall, illustrated by large transparencies to
expose Spiritualism, which were a gross travestie and a signal
failure, but which, nevertheless, were greatly praised by two
or three of the London journals.

We retired after the second séamee t0 Mr, Kennard's rooms,
and there Mr, Novra explained to Mr. Kennard's entire satis-
faction, that the Marshalls effected their manifestations by
the aid of a little boy, or a well-trained monkey, concealed
under the petticoats of the elder female !

On the following day the Marshalls toldjme, when T called
upon them, that Mr, Novra, who I found sitting in their
room, was keeping guard over them to prevent their leaving
the town, and that Mr. Kennard had gone to the magistrates
for a warrant to arrest them as rogues and vagabonds.

T went immediately to the court, and there I found Mr,
Kennard with the Clerk of the Peace, who had made out an
order awaiting the magistrate's signature, Col. Wilmott, the
presiding magistrate, having arrived, he was handed the
document for his signature, when Iinterposed, and demanded
to know upon what ground such an outrage was about to be
perpetrated. The Clerk read the section of the act affecting
the conduct of rogues and vagabonds, “That if any money
should be received under false pretences,” &c. I asked Mr.
Kennard if any moncy had been demanded of him, or if he or
any one had paid any money to Mrs, Marshall. THe was
obliged to admit that he had not ; and his shameful attempt
to punish these innocent women, who had come to Malvern to
oblige him, failed. This very unlooked-for episode, however,
had a result which fully compensated me for the annoyance.
The Marshalls could not lcave as they had intended to do on
that day, which was Saturday, and at my request they con-
sented to remain until the following Tuesday. On retwrning
to my apartments that evening, my landlord, Mr. Wilmore,
agked me, as a special favonr, to let him see something of
thege medinms’ powers, He had hesaid, been bath-man at Dr,
Gully’s for some years, and kncw something of Mesmerism,
but he had never seen anything of Spiritnalism, and he did
not believe in it.

I gave him a note to the Marshalls, and they arranged to
come to his house on the following afternoon, when he invited
several of his neighbours and their wives, who, with the’
inmates of his own household, formed a party of about ten or
twelve persons. I and my family were to.spend the day out,
but before leaving I was accosted whilst walking round the
garden by Wilmore'’s visitor, his daughter’s suitor, Mr. Moore,
who said in a strong Yorkshire accent—* I beg your pardon,

sir, but T understand you say that a table can be lifted without |,

human hands or machinery.” “Yes,” I said, “it can, by spirits.”
¢ And you say music can be played in the same way ? ** « Yes,”
Isaid, “it can.” *“ Whoy I would as soon belicve that this house
could be pitched over yon hill ; I'm surprised at a gentleman
like you talking in #Za¢ way.” I could not help smiling at the
littlc man’s earnestness and incredulity, and I asked him if he
were to be of the party who were to meet that aftcrnoon ?
He said he was stopping on purpose ; then I said, “You had
better save your indignation until you have had an opportunity
of seeing what may happen.”

i T left home and returned about 10 o’clock, letting myself
in, when my wife and daughter went to bed and left me
alonc in our sitting room, which was shortly after entered by
Wilmore in a state of great excitement, and looking very pale.
“Oh, sir,” he said, “I am glad you have come in ; do come
downstairs ; there's my wife and daughter in hysteries, and
I don’t know what to do.” I accompanied him at once, and
entered upon a scene which I shall never forget. On a chair
near the door Miss Wilmore was seated, rocking herself about
with her handkerchief pressed cloze to her eyes, screaming as
hard as she could ; a small round table on three legs, whose
antics it appeared was the cause of all the confnsion, ambled
up to me, no one touching it, and made me a profound bow, as
if to say, How do you do? Mrs. Wilmore was pale e;.nd
trembling, and Miss Lee was lying on the sofa kicking and
screaming in concert with her friend at the other end of the
room. I went to her and tried to pacify her ; the table aceom-
panicd me ambling like a dog in a frisky humour, and stood
by my side. She recovered herself after a time. and in
sobbing accents was about to explain, when the table, npon
which her eyes were fixed, made a sudden jump at her and ses
her off again into violent hysterics. I then seized the table,
and putting it down in the middle of the room, I said sternly,
“ Now, spirits, you have done quite enough ; leave this family
in gniet. Go! Iinsist upon it in God’s name, go I” Where-
upon the table remained quiet, and as soon as these good
people had recovered themselves sufficiently, they commenced
to explain what they had been doing, and how the excitement
I witnessed had come about. At this moment I discovered
that my Yorkshire friend of thc morning was seated with his
arms folded, doubled up, in a dark corner of the room, as
much frightened apparently as the women, but quite silent.
They then told me that during the séance of the early part of
the evening, when the Marshalls were present, among other
things it wasg said by the invisibles, that both Wilmore and
his danghter were mediums, and after their family supper
Mr. Moore suggested that they should try what they could do
with the table on their own account. They accordingly sat
round it, and soon obtained responses to their questions. Mr,
Moore said, ¢ I assure you, sir, it has been talking to uslike 2
human.’ Tt told me where my father lived, and where he died;
and when we wanted to give up, the table actnally refused,
and it has been going about as you saw it, like mad, for nearly
an hour, It's most extraordinary ! It’s most extraordinary !
I shall deliver a lecturc upon it in our town. Do you
think I might ?”” “ Well,” Isaid, *“ I think you had better not, no
one would believe a word of your statement. You would find
them much in the same condition of mind that Mr. Moore was
this morning,”

I went on the following morning to see Dr. Gully; I
told him of the strange events of the previous evening, and
this I believe was the first incident that stimulated him to
a serions inquiry, He requested me to arrange a séance that
evening with Wilmore and his daughter, which I did, and
they proved to be the strongest mediums I have ever met,
without having had any previous experience. The rapping’
sounds were loud, and the intelligence was even more than
usually clear and coherent. Dr, Gully got a message purport-
ing to be from his father, who gave the name of * Daniel,”
From that moment Dr, Gully’s interest was awakened to the
importance of the subject, and having many opportunities of
investigating since then, chiefly through Mr. Home, who has
frequently been his guest, Dr. Gully is now, and has been for
some years, a full and firm believer.

Dr, Wilson, too, became a convert and an enthusiastic
advocate for the truth of Spiritualism, and in one of the last
letters he wrote to me before his sudden death, he said he had
determined to go to America to obtain all the information he
could npon the subject.

The following is another incident of interest, which
came within the range of my personal experience ;:—

Mr, John J, Schenk, a merchant in the City, who iz a
German by birth, but long resident in England, was intro-
duced to mc by Mr. Hy. Gibson, also a merchant in the City, -
who had himself been convinced of the truth of Spiritualism,
Mr. Schenk was deeply imbued with the German philosophy,
and as a matter of course totally opposed to Spiritualism. We
talked over the subject for some time, when he exhibited the
strongest, most contemptuous feelings for my reasoning and
facts. He, however, consented to accompany me at once
to the Marshalls, where among other startling cvidences for
which he was so little prepared, a small table, upon which
the medium’s fingers were lightly imposed, rose about a foot
from the floor and remained suspended, when at my request
Mr. Schenk stood up, and placing one hand on each side of the
table, he tried in vain with all his strength to press it down,

The table resisted his efforts, just as if it had been sup-
ported by a powerful spring. This was enough ; he threw up
his hands and exclaimedin a state of great excitement, “ Good
God ! is this true.”” On the following morning he called upon
me to tell me of his interview with his wife, who had been
for some years a delicate invalid and unable to go into society.
On arriving at home he immediately sat down and gave Mrs,
Schenk a full account of his evening’s adventurcs which,
wonderful as they were to him, seemed to excite no interest in
her. She shook her head, and smiled at his earncstness. ¢ You
don’t seem,” he said, “to be in the least surprised at what I am
telling you, Ah! I suppose you think I have been deluded,
and you don’t believe a word of it.”” © Yes,” she replied, € Ido
believe it all. I have no doubt of the power of spirits; I know
they can make themselves seen and fclt, I have had expe-
rience of the fact for years past! My mother’s spirit fre-
quently comes to me, and only this very morning she laid her
hand upon my shoulder as I was coming downstairs.” Such a
statement made to him for the first time quite overwhelmed
my friend.

He asked her ¢ How it was that she had never told him
of these things before 7 ”” and her reply conveys a lesson which I
hope will not be lost upon some of my awditors. ¢ Look,” she
said, “at the state of my health? Xnowing your condition
of mind, I dare not speak to you of these things. You would
have thought them proofs of an infirmity of intellect, and as
our doctor would probably have agreed with you, I might have
spent the rest of my days in a lunatic asylum,”

Mr, Schenk is now a confirmed Spiritnalist; but he.told -
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voe the other day he had ceased to talk abont it, for he was
sick of meeting with people who were so obstinate and
incredulous.” .

AN INTERESTING INCIDENT.

To show how much wisdom there was in Mrs,
Schenk’s eaution, T will relate a story as a case in point.
I may not, in 'this instance, mention names, It would
not be fair to the members of an excellent family who
reside in the neighbourhood of London :—

Imade a visit to a lunatic asylum in Yorkshire, some few
years ago, and I asked the matron who was conducting me
through it, whether any of the patients imagined they saw
spirits. There is one lady she said that did, and at my re-
quest I was introduced to her. After a few words of ordinary
conversation, I said to this lady, “ I understand that you know
something of a subject in which I am much interested, You
sec spirits, I am told, and have intercourse with them. Have
you any objection to speak to me, and tcll me of your ex-
periences?” “Do you think,” she replied, with a sig-
nificant glance at the matron, *“that this is the time
and place to talk upon such a subject?” T felt at once
the force of her remark, and turned the convcrsation to other
topics. Before I left, she asked me if Iknew A. B, * Yes,”
I said, “I know him intimately.” * Xam so pleased to hear
that, he is my brother, and though I was placed here, where
I have been detained for seven years by his consent, I know
his loving and generous heart wonld not allow him to do an
unkind or unjust act. He has provided amply for my com-
forts, and he has corresponded regularly with me until
within the last two or three months, and now I cannot get
a reply to my letters ; will you, on your return, call upon him
and ask him why he does not write, and why I am still de-
tained here.” I of course, promised to do so, but before
leaving, I sought an interview with the doctor in charge of
the establishment, and I asked him why Miss Blank was
detained there. He said, < Because she is mad.” “ Do you
think, I agked, she is mad because she says she sees and
talks with spirits? ** ¢ Well,” he replied, “ I think that would
be pretty strong proof.”” This was enough to satisfy me of Ais
delusion, and I left the place with a sad heart. On my
return to London, on the following day, I sought her brother,
who is one of the most worthy men 1 know. He explained
the case, which scemed to justify him in giving his consent to
his sister being placed there in the first instance, and he
showed me her letters. They were splendid specimens of a
highly educated and superior woman, But in one corner of
every letter there werc tiwo words written in large characters,
which were not comprehensible, the meaning of which she
refused to explain, and this was the doctor’s proof that she
was not sanc, Her brother listened with great respect to
what I had to sayupon the subject. I suggested that those
enigmatical words might be her spirit-name, which many
medinms adopted, and which, if she had so explained it,
would have been taken as additional proof of her lunacy.
I entreated her brother to go and sce her, and to judge for
himself, not heeding what the doctor might think or say. He
did g0, and brought his sister away with him at once. This
occurred about eight years ago, and they have lived, I am
told in perfect harmony together under thc same roof ever
since. For the reasons 1 have stated, I do not mention the
name of this family, but if any of the medical men pre-
sent feel sufticient interest in this case, I will in confidence
give the name to them that they may make enquiry and satisfy
themselves that this is/a truthful statement of facts,

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS.

Of all the Spiritualistic exhibitions in England, that
of the Davenport Brothers created most excitement.
The conduct of the English press was very unjust
towards these young Americans, and the brutality ex-
hibited by the mob at Liverpool, and afterwards at
Huddersfield, where, in both places, their cabinet was
smashed, without discovering any concealed apparatus,
is a disgrace to the police and magistracy of those
towns. I have no hesitation in saying that the phe-
nomena witnessed in the presence of the brothers and
Mr. William Fay, who accompanied them, were
genuine from first to last.

‘The phenomena, for the most part, never were, and
could mot be, successfully imitated by any conjuror.
These young men, on their arrival in London, eame
first to me with letters of introduction from friends of
‘mine in America. I was the first person in England
who witnessed some of the manifestations in a private
room, and being quite satisficd of their reality, T gotup
the first two séances at the Hanover-square Rooms for
a party of twenty city gentlemen, the majority of
whom agreed at onee that it was no delusion of the
senses, nor were the manifestations explainable as a
clever piece of legerdemain; indeed, if the Daven-
ports were such accomplished conjurors, they must
have been so from their birth, for the same phenomena
were witnessed through their mediumship seventeen
years ago when they were children. I will only speak
of two among many marvellous facts witnessed by
me :—

One was at the residence of Lord Borthwick. On that
occasion Ira Davenport and William Fay were each bonnd to
a chair within two yards of the company present. It wag
intended to show the wonderful feat of Mr. Fay's coat being
twitched off in the dark interval of a few seconds, while his
arms were fast bound behind him. But instead of that Ira
Davenport’s waistcoat came off, and was thrown at my feet,
his eoat remaining on, and on examining the waistcoat it wag
found to be fully buttoned, with his watch in the pocket, and
the chain suspended and fastcned through the buttonhole, just
as he was scen to have worn it ten or fifteen seconds before,

The other instance was at the Hanover-square Rooms,
when Profcssor Taylor, as he was called (who lectured at the
Coliscum against Spiritualism, as long as it paid, but who
since then has become a convert, and is now a proclaimed
Spiritualist), ticd Mr. Fay up in a most intricate way, with
‘a long piece of rope, making many knots, and fastening the
final knot at the back of the chair. It was then sealed by
Colonel Drayson (I think it was he, who is an astronomecr,
of high repute in her Majesty’s service at Woolwich, and an
avowed Spiritualist), aad in two or three minutes, when the

light was restored, we found Mr. Fay liberated with every
knot removed ewoept the final krot, which, of course, under
ordinary circumstances, must have been the first to be loosened
before the other intermediate knots could be untied. This,
however, the final knot, with the seal intact, remained, and
this is the identical piece which I cut off and carried away,
and which I have had in my possession ever since.

MIS§ NICHOLL THE MEDIUM.

Miss Nicholl (now Mrs, Guppy) has from the first
period of her Spiritual development, now about four
years ago, exhibited a peculiar phase of mediumship
which is as rare as it is extraordinary.

Flowers and fruits in great profusion, and many other
substances, are invariably brought and presented to the
persons composing the cirvcle, which with her is always
a dark circle—that is, the sitters, after making all
necessary examination of the room—any room, and the
surrounding eonditions, are required to remain in total
darkness, with the light restored at intervals to examine
the results.

Those, therefore, who are not content to trust four
out of their five senses, need not seek to know anything
of the great marvels which undoubtedly occur at Mrs.
Guppy’s séances.

As I desire to speak only of such evidence as T
have obtained by personal experience, I refrain from re-
peating statements which have been made to me by
witnesses who are as competent and as reliable as I am,
of what they have witnessed recently at various séances
with Mrs. Guppy and Miss Neyland, a young mediam
who generally sits with Mrs. Guppy, and who is
rapidly developing, I am told, as a seer and a very
powerful medium for that phase called physical
manifestations, which is the most useful, as it is the
most convineing to the uninitiated; and as Miss Neyland
has, I am happy to say, decided to make it her pro-
fession, all can avail themselves of her services by
making an appointment with her; she resides with
Mrs. Guppy. Lhad many séances with Miss Nicholl before
she was married, at the houses of different friends,
never at her own house, where, I believe, the most
remarkable phenomena occurred.

I will describe the occurrences at one séance only,
which convinced me of the marvellous power and intel-
ligence which the spirits who manifest through Mus,
Guppy display :—

I was invited to the late Mrs. Honghton’s residence, with
whom her daughter, Miss Houghton {who is here present),
lived ; they, with Mrs. Pearson, Mr. John Tawse, a retired
Bast Indian merchant, Mrs. Tawse, Miss Nicholl, and myself,
composed the circle. The Houghtons always commeénced
their séances with prayer, and then sat quietly awaiting what-
ever the spirits chose to do. I had not been accustomed to sit
quictly, but rather to ask questions of the invisibles to induce
them to do what [ required, instead of what they chose.

On that occasion we sat for a quarter of an hour in dark.
ness, without obtaining a sound, and growing impatient I
begged Mrs. Houghton to let me conduct the séance in my
way ; but she objected, and I was obliged to submit. We sat
another quarter of an hour without obtaining a manifestation
of any kind.

I then appealed again to Mrs. Houghton, telling her that
the only interest T now had in coming t0 & séznce was that T
might obtain something out of the ordinary routine, which I
could carry away, and tell to others. She at length consented,
and I at once asked if there were any spirits present? to
which three raps were made in response, meaning yes! I
then said I suppose that you are prepared to bring us fresh
flowers as usual ? to which the response was again yes! Then
I gaid I don’t want any flowers, and I will thank you not to
bringus any ; but bring us fruit instead, will you ? Answer,
yes! Then bring me, if you please, French plums. In less than
a minute two French plums, remarkably fresh, and of fine
quality, were placed in my hand. Mr, Tawse asked for almonds,
and got them ; Mrs, Tawse for raisins; Mrs, Pearson for a
lemon ; and each obtained what each had asked for. I was
assured that no French plums, nor almonds and raising, were
in the house, and if there had been, it would have made no
difference to mc in the test I was making, for up to the
moment of making my request I had not thought of French
plums, and therefore I need hardly say the medium could not
have known my object, This is the fruit I obtained on that
evening, somewhat shrivelled by time, having been in my
possession more than three years,

We then, each of us, were sprinkled profusely with a per-
fume which we each had asked for. Essence of bouquet,
lavender, and verbena, were three of the scents.

I was satisfied, and nothing can disturb my conviction of
the complete intelligence and power, independent of any
human being, which the spirits exercised at that séznce.

Since then, the fruit manifestations have been, I under-
stand, quite as common as flowers ; and the recent manifesta-
tions of this character, both as to size and the variety of fruits
which have been brought to those composing the circle, far
transcend in wonder anything in my experience. It must be
understood that when these material substances are brought
by the invisibles, the doors and windows are fast-closed, and
no ordinary means left of entering the room,

This brief sketch of Miss Nicholl and her mediumship
would be incomplete withous introducing an episode,
which earries with it a moral ; and you will, perhaps,
bear with me, whilst I tell the story in my own way :—

An independent gentleman of large experience, thoroughly
materialistic in his views, wrote a book, the title of which was
to have been, Light, Instinct, and Intelicet, He has an inti-
mate friend, Mr, James Wason, an eminent solicitor, residing
in Liverpool, with whom in early life, say forty years ago, our
author spent much of his time, and who joined with him in
his war against the Bible and a belief in a life hereafter.

Mr. Wason i3 also a friend of mine of twenty-five years
standing, and about ten or twelve years ago I had the happi-
ness of making him a convert to Spiritualism, nnder circum-
stances peculiarly interesting, of which, however, it is not my

purpose now to speak,

v

Mecting with his friend Wason, after a long absence in
India, our author was told by him of his chan ged views and
of his experiences in Spiritualism, and he replied, #T think the
best thing you can do isto go to some highly respectable lunatic
asylum and state your belief, which will entitle you to imme-
diatc admission,” but Mr. Wason would not be satisfied until
ke had brought his old friend to witness some of the marvels
of which he had spoken. and after some difficulty he accom-
plisted it. “ Whatever subject was talked of,” says our anthor,
* secmed secondary to him : in short, there was no peace till 1
went with him to see those mediums.”” Our author, however,
was not at all impressed by what he saw ; he was convinced
they were cheats, and he ridiculed the whole affair, lamenting
to think that this was the man who before they had parted
years ago was, as he expressed it, always what might be
termed a very materialistic character. such as might be ex-
pressed in the words, I believe what I sce, and I am not to
be gammoned by any nonsense,” '

Our author, notwithstanding his regrets, gained something,
as he thought, by contemplating the strange condition of his
friend Wason’s mind, and he sat down at once to add another
chapter to his book with the heading, “ What is Belief,” in
which he says :— Belief is of all sorts, and shades, and quanti-
ties, dependent on a thousand circumstances.

“ General belief we usc cvery hour in the day. When we
read the newspapers, we admit the evidence at once, as we do
also in most of the minor affairs of life. But it is when some-
thing weighty affecting our happiness, or well-being, iy pre-
sented to us that the question of belief becomes more intricatc.
Perhaps we believe because Dr. Johnson tells us it is so. Taen
it i not really we who believe, but Dr. Johnson who belicves,
and we are only looking-glasses who reflect the image Doctor
Jobnson holds up before us ; and if next day Doctor Jamicson
holds up a stronger image before our minds, our belief in Dr.
Johnson fades away, and we reflect Dr. Jamieson's belief, Or
perhaps Dr, Johnson changes his opinion, and then we poor
Iooking-glasses are very indignant with him, and fcel ourselves
at sea without a compags,

* Belief i3 not certainty, even although a person may say,
¢ I have not the sliglitest doubt on the subject.’” That cxpres-
sion only means, ¢ The evidence is so strong that I admit the
fact.” But it does not amount to boni-fide positive certainty.

“The action of the mind, if influenced only by the facts
presented to it, is easy, and may be termed agrecable ; but it
becomes disagreeable when extraneous authority is pressed
into the service to induce and compel a belief repugnant to
reason, and contrary to the known laws of nature.

“ When my friend W—— puts the weight of his truthfulness
in the scale, and insists that he feels affronted because I do
not believe these strange things, I say he ig wrong, and that
he ought to carry moving and talking table always
about with him, as organ boys carry monkeys—otherwise it is
the positive duty of every person, in the interests of soclety at
large, to dishelieve cvery portion of such statements as are not,
capable of proof anywhere and everywhere ; because, when
once the mind is induced to open its doors and admit onc
absurdity, the door remains open to a hundred others, Re-
spectable: people say they have seen Spirits ;... the worst
of such nonsense is that numbers of very respectable well-
educated people believe it, and numbers of others, influenced
by their respectability, are frightened, and know not what to
belicve,”

With this celebrated chapter our author cloged his now
celebrated book, and after writing a very amusing preface
in the same tone and temper, it wag sent to the press, in the
full confidence no doubt that it was a book above the
common order of literary productions, containing impregnable
scientific truths for all times. ’

But strange to say, before it was out of the printer’s
hands, ¢ a change came o’er the spirit of his dreams,” and -he
forthwith stopped the press, until he should consider how
best to relieve himsclf from the dilemma in which he had
suddenly been involved by that unfortunate chapter—¢ What
is belief?” Strange things were positively tuking place at
his own house, and through a medium whom he could not
doubt. Chairs and tables moved about, and material objects
were carried out of the room and hidden in a very mysterious
way. What wasto be done? The case, as put by himself of
Dr. Johnson changing his opinion, came home with a point,
Our author, however was equal to the occasion. He is an
carnest, honest man, as you have scen, and a thinker ; and
after he was now satisfied that there was neither trickery nor
delusion in the physical manifestations which he repeatedly
witnessed at his own house, he set to work to find a solu-
tion—apirit, of course, was out of the question-—some one of
the half-million laws of nature, ag Profcssor De Morgan sug-
gests, “ about which no one knows anything *—must be the
cause.

First he thought it wonld be only fair to read what the
Spiritualists had to say in support of their « nonsense,” and he
accordingly, with some impatience, read through eight works,
¢ Thank Gtod ! ” he writes to 2 friend— thank God, as people
say, I have done rcading about spirits, I have read the
following works,” which he cnumerates, * 2,894 pages, which,
I think, is pretty well ; and I have seen as much, or more,
about it at home, as all these books pnut together contain, T
have seen a table move totally alone, and a chair move totally
alone-—move just as you see a leaf carried along by the wind
on a turnpike road, and I have had reasonable conversations
with Mary Jane whenever I please ; but I have neither seen nor
heard anything to convince me, in the slightest degree, that
Mary Jane is the spirit of a deceased person. It is only a
hitherto unexplained phenomenon of nature, which, until
chemists and scientific 'men analyse, will be made use of to
get money from the many.,"”

Now came the question: what is this power which issues
from the human body which, among other things, gives motive
power to inert substances ? I cannot follow the author in his
very strange and possibly reasonable philosophy from a
materialist’s point of view ; but he is an amatenr chemist, and
he makes it out that “Man is a condensation of gascs and
vapours,” and “ that these vapours (which Reichenbach calls
odylic) emanate from certain persons, who appear to have
phosphorus in excess in the system, they form o positively
living, thinking, acting body "of material vapour, able to
move a heavy table, and to carry on a conversation, ete,”
When he bhad completed his  ingenious and  curious
speculations, he published the whole in an appendix to his
book, the Litle of which he changed, instead of Tight, Instinct
and Intellect, he adopted a less dignified title, and calleq it
Mary Jane ; or, Spirituatism Chemically ZBrplained. And
those who are in search of a solution against the spirit, theory
might be inclined to accept him as an authority, but for z
very important fact, which (in giving the author's name to yon
in strict confidence) I am about to reveal, After the book was
published, and fairly in the hands of the public, he had other
evidences which overturned his philosophy for the second time,
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The Davenports went to Paris, and resided with him for
some months, and with the opportunities thus afforded
through their marvellous exhibition of spirit power, our
author's cducation was completed, and he beeame a Spirit-
ualist. On Lis return to Lngland, he made the acquaintanee
of Misg Nicholl, and ultimately made her his wifc ; and now,
throngh her medinmship, which increases in wonder, Mr.
Samuel Guppy, the author of Mary Jine, is no doubt prepared
to meet all comers, and to do battle in defence of Spiritualism,
and is now in his turn “entitled to immediate admission to a
respeetable lunatic asylum,”

AURS. EMMA IARDINGE.
I will close this part of my subject by giving a few
more particulars about remarkable mediums:—

Mrs. Emima Hardinge's arrival in England, in 1863, intro-
duced a new phase of Spiritnalism.

That lady, who is an inspirational speaker, made her first
address from this platform, the subject heing selected by the
andience, and for an hour and a-half, without break or falter,
this untrained woman, in the ordinary sense, poured forth and
exponnded the subjeet of her discourse in the most eloquent
manncr possible.

Mrs. Hardinge elaims to be influcneed by spirits, some of
whom she reeognises, and I believe in the claim: for in no
other way can I reasonably account for the readiness and ease
with which she takes up and dilates without a moments pre-
paration upon any and cvery subject presented to her. T
know that some of my scicntifie fricnds deny the sound-
ness of her expositions, but that is mot her fault, and
does mot detract from the marvel that is presented in
Ler person. If shc Le influenced by the spirits of departed
men, they may not have belonged to the modern schools of
science, which have thrown aside, as in chemistry, for in-
stance, many of the tcachings rcceived as truths at the com-
mencement of thic present century; but who, nevertheless, may
have been the great lights—the Ifaraday’s and Tyndall’s—of
their day, with a great deal more to learn not * dreamt cf in
their philosophy.” Mrs. Hardinge, who is an English woman,
has again returned to London, and during the last fow weeks
she has delivered several orations of remarkable eloguence in
this hall ; she is now engaged in holding Sunday evening
services (with which I am not identified) at the Cleveland
Assembly Rooms, near Fitzroy-square, where those who go to
Lear her discourses will, I am sure, be enlightcned in many
ways, whether they agree with all her teachings or not.”

MRS, BVERITT, THE MEDIUM.

Mrs. Everitt, the wifc of Mr., Thomas Everitt, a highly
respectable tradesman, residing in London, is well-known as
a spirit-medium. It is two or three years since I had the
privilege of attending one of their private eircles, when
I witncssed some manifestations sufficiently marked, buat
much of the same character as 1 have already described with
other mediums, Since that time, however, Mrs, Everitt’s
power has, I am told, greatly developed, Moving of ponder-
able bodies, chairs, tables, and other heavy pieees of furniture
without human contact, and in a well-lighted room, are of
very eommon occurrenee. But the most striking manifesta-
tions which occur in this lady’s presence, are those of flashing
lights of various eolours and size, and direct writing. Sheets
of paper, previously marked for 1dentifieation, are frequently
filled with philosophieal remarks in the space of a few seconds.
Some of these sheets have contained upwards of one hundred
words, whieh were written in less than one minute.

The sitters, who are for this manifestation always in the
dark during the process of writing, hear the peneil moving
over the paper with lightning rapidity. .

The facts on the whole, eonnected with Mus, Everitt's
mediumship, are cxtremely interesting, and would, if necessary,
be attested by the signatures of more than a hundred re-
speetable witnesses resident in London,

DR. J. R. NEWTON, THE HEALLR.

Of Dr, J. R. Newton, the eminent _healer, by whose
recent visit to this eountry another phase of mediumship was
brought to our notice, I need only say, that I and many others
had ample evidence that he possessed the ‘great gift of
healing. Numerous well attested eases are to be found
in London where the blind have becn restored to
sight ; tumours have been instantly removed; and the
lame have been made to walk. The cases in all instances,
according to the testimony of the sufferers, had been of long
standing, and had baffled the ordinary treatment of medieal
science, But whatever may be thought of his gift, of Dr,
Newton himself it may be truly said, that he is an un-
worldly, simple-minded, kind hearted philanthropist, who
‘has done a great work, and has made many saerifiees in
‘the cause of suffering humanity.

Now I have presented to you, as briefly as it is
possible in justice to this most important subject, a
number of facts, together with the reasoning and testi-
‘mony of many intelligent Englishmen, all more or less
known to fame, who, after diligent and serious investi-
gation, proclaim their convictions of the truth of
Spiritualism and the reality of the phenomena. Is it
possible to push aside such a mass of evidence, and
trcat such men as dreamers and fanatics? Can you
have stronger cases than those of Dr. Elliotson and
Dr. Robertson of the folly of condemning and denounc-
ing before enquiry. It cannot be that you do not wish
to believe; or that you can remain indifferent to the
subject, whether it be a truth or not! For my part,
though I have long made up my own mind that spirit
is the only solution that covers the manifold phascs
which are being developed hourly,’I do not, and never
have insisted, that others should accept that belief.
All that T am concerned in is, io establish, beyond
cavil, that marvellous manifestations, apparently in
violation of natural laws, do occur, and that we, who
believe in them, are under no delusion.

That being once acknowledged by the master minds,
whose dictum rules society, I shall be content to wait
the issue, and ready at any moment to change my con-
victions if if can be shown that I have been hugging
an untenable belief. So far, and I have been a diligent
student, mno explanation that has been offered-—no
theory that has been put forward, covers the facts

which have been witnessed by tens of thousands in this
country, and I believe by millions in America, where 1
myself went ten years ago for the express purpose of
fortifying my judgment. I put aside at once, and
treat with profound contempt, all the childish nonsense
that has been written about the tricks of conjurors, as
explaining the manifestations of which we speak, and I
warn those who have been misled by pretended expo-
sures practised npon their credulity by another class of
men, to put no faith in them. They are mediums; but
from very base and worldly motives, choose to deny it.
There have been, however, various theories put for-
ward in opposition to the spirit-theory, which are
entitled to the most respectful consideration. That of
Dr. Rogers, which he propounded several years ago, is
onc. He cembodied his ideas in an elaboratc work
cntitled ZTe Plilosophy of Mysterious Agents, in which

-he refers the whole body of phencmena, physical and

mental, to a cerebral action through the medium of
¢ a physical force associated with the human organism,”
which agent, it is suggested, may be the od or odic force
of Reichenbach. Professor Mahan, Dr. Samson, Mr.
Bray, and others of the No-Spirit theory, have merely
amplified Dr. Rogers’ theory. None of these oppounents,
however, descend to the feeble position of denying the
facts, “ We admit the facts,” says Professor Mahan,
“ for the all-adequate reason that, after careful enquiry,
we have been led to the conclusion that they are rcal;”
and he adds: ¢ We think that no candid enquirer, who
carefully investigates, can come to any other conclusion.”
And I may add that had these intelligent and candid
men but waited awhile, they never would have published
their theorics, for the ¢ all-adequate reason ” that they
do not meet the facts which have been since developed ;
and Reichenbach himself disclaims for the force which
he discovered all such power as these writers attribute
to it.

I will conclude by repeating a few words from an
article written by'myself four years ago, which, in the
main, are applicable to the present time, I said :—

I have been recently assured by one of our leading jour-
nalists that Spiritualism finds favour at length with many
literary and scientifie men in this country ; but, unfortunately,
we do not see them; we have not yet heard their voices ;
they are silent when most needed. It is known that almost
every journal published in the Metropolis has one or more
members of its stafl who are thoroughgoing believers in Spiri-
tualism ; and yet if any public emergency arises, they are
dumb, and stand by whilst their associates are permitted to
wield the pen, te misrepresent the truth, to mislead the
public, and to encourage every charlatan in his pretended
exposure of Spiritual phenomena,

“How long is this state of things to last?” I have asked of
one who views with sorrow the position taken by certain
members of his craft. ©Al,” he replied, “if you knew as
much of the press as I do, you would know that its tone may
be changed in a day ; and I think the day is not far distant
when Spiritualism will find open advocates in the leading
journals of this country.”’

We must, thercfore, I suppose, stretch our patience,
watch -and wait, taking consolation, in the meantime,in
the assurance that no fonest man, whatever his con-
dition of mind may be, saint or sceptic, religious or
sclentific, who will take the pains to investigate—can
withstand the cvidence, and who will not at last feel
abashed at his previous ignorance, and at his folly in so
long standing out against a truth so cheering and
enlightening. It is thus satisfactory to know, despite

-all opposition, that Spiritualism is marehing on. I

know it is, by the number of eunquirers who personally
seck information from me, and others who communieate
their experiences to me. Much that we hear of, how-
ever, does not exhibit the best side of Spiritualism, and
there is still much that is extremely puzzling even to
the initiated; but all is instructive, and most of the
facts deserve to be recorded so that they may be readily
classified by the Wise Mun of the future—1I say future,
for it is evidenit that nothing in elucidation of these
mysteries is to be expected from the leading authoritics
of the present day (recollect I was speaking four years
ago), who are too deeply committed to the erroneous
theories, and dogmatic assumptions they have alrcady
permitted themselves to promulgate upon this subject.
To the new generation, therefore, of thinking men,
some of whom we know are mow at work, we may
bopefully look forward for a fair and candid examina-
tion of the claims of Spiritualism so soon as the rule of
the savans, who have led the public astray, shall be a
thing of the past. ‘

A wvery interesting discussion followed the reading of
this paper, and among the speakers were Dr. Lockhardt
Lobertsor, Mr. C. F. Varley, C.E., Dr. Wylde, Mr,
Leighton (of Liverpool), and Mrs. Hardinge. 4 report
of .this discussion will be published in the nest number of
TeE Serrirvat NEws,

Next Monday (January 16th), the Rev. Dr. Davies, a
minister of the Chureh of England, will read a paper at the
usual weekly meeting of Spiritualists at the Beethoven
Rooms., The paper is sure to be of good quality, and a
warm diseussion is expected. ’

SuNDAY evening services in connection with Spiritualism
are held regularly at seven o'clock, at the Cleveland Hall,
Cleveland-street, Fitzroy-square, near the Portland-road-sta-
tion of the Metropolitan Railway, Mrs, Hardinge usuvally
oceupies the platform,

SPIRIT-RAPPING IN JOIN WESLEY’S FAMILY.
IN TEN PARTS.—DPART SEVEN.
Tar following are some more of the letters published
by John Wesley :—

Lerrer X1I.—Miss Susavnanw Westey to her brother
SAMUEL. “ March 27.

“ Drar Brorarr Wuspey,~—1 should farther satisfy
you concerning the disturbances; but it is needless, be-
cause my sisters Emilia and Hetty write so particularly
about it.  One thing I believe you de not know, that
is, last Sunday, to my father’s no small amazement, his
trencher danced upon the table a pretty while, without
any body’s stirring the table; when, lo! an adventurous
wreteh took it up, and spoiled the sport, for it remained
still for ever after. How glad should T be to talk with
you about it. Send me some news, for we are secluded
from the sight or hearing of any versal thing except
Jeffrey. “ SusanwaE WESLEY.”

A passage in a letter from my Mother to me, dated
' March 27,1717.

“1 cannot imagine how you should be so curious
about our unwelcorme guest. For my part, I am quite
tired with hearing or speaking of it: but if you come
among us,you will find enough to satisfyall yourscruples,
and perhaps may hear or sec it yoursclf.

‘ “ 8. WesLey.”
A passage in @ letler from my sister Emily to Mr. N.
Derry, dated April 1.

¢¢ Tell my brother the sprite. was with us last night,
and heard by many of our family, especially by our maid
and myself. She sat up with drink ; and it came just
at one o'clock, and opened the dining-room door. After
some time it shut again. She saw as well as heard it
both shut and open ; then it began to knock as usual.
But I dare write no longer, lest T should hear it.

“ Eurrra Wastey,”
My BMother's aecount to JAack. '
Aug. 27, 1726.

“ About ten days after Nanny Marshall had heard
unusual groans at the dining-room door, Emily came
and told me that the servants and children had been
several times frightened with strange groans and knock-
ings about the house. I dnswered, that the rats John
Maw had frightened from his house, by blowing a horn
there, was come into ours, and ordered that onc should
be sent for. Molly was much displeased at it, and said,
if it were anything supernatural, it certainly would be
very .angry, and more troublesome. However, the horn
was blown in the garrets; and the effect was, that
whercas before the noises were always in the night, from
this time they were heard at all hours, day and night,

“ Soon after, about seven in the morning, Emily came
and desired me to go into the nursery where I should be
convinced they were mnot startled at nothing. On my
coming thither, I heard a knocking at the feet, and
quickly after at the head, of the bed. I desired if it
was a spirit, it would answer me ; and knocking several
times with my foot on the ground, with several pauses,
it repcated under the sole of my feet exactly the same
number of strokes, with the very same intervals. Kezzy,
then six or seven years old, said, Let it answer me too,
if it ean, and stamping, the same sounds were returned
that she made, many times successively.

“ Upon my looking under the bed something ran out
pretty much like a badger, and seemed to run directly
under Emily’s petticoats, who sat opposite to me on the
other side. I went out; and one or two nights after,
when we were just got to bed, I heard nine strokes,
three by three, on the other side the bed, as if one had
struck violently on a chest with a large stick. M,
Wesley leapt up, called Hetty, who alone was up in the
house, and searched every room in the house, but
to no purpose. It continued from this time to knock
and groan frequently at all hours, day and night; only
I carnestly desired it might not disturb me between five
and six in the evening, and there never was any noise
in my room after during that time.

“At other times, I have often heard it over my
mantle tree ; and once, coming up after dinner, a cradle
seemed to be strongly rocked in my chamber. When I
went in, the sound seemed to be in the nursery. When
I was in the nursery, it seemed in my chamher again.
One night Mr. W. and I were waked by some one run-
nirg down the garrct stairs, then down the broad stairs,
then up the narrow ones, then up the garret stairs, then
down again, and so the same round. The rooms trem-
bled as it passed along, and the doors shook exceedingly,
so that the clattering of the latches was very loud.

“ Mr. W. proposing to rise, I rose with him, and
went down the broad stairs, hand in hand, to light a
candle. Near the foot of them, a large pot of money
seemed to be poured out at my waist, and to run jingling
down my nightgown to my feet. Tresently after we
heard the noise as of a vast stone thrown among several
dozen of bottles which lay under the stairs; butupon
our looking, 1o hurt was done. In the hall the mastiff
met us, crying and striving to get between us.  We re-
turned up into the nursery, where the noise was very
great. The children were all asleep; but panting,
trembling, and sweating extremely. ‘

“ Shortly after, on Mr. Wesley’s invitation, Mr,
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Hoole staid a night with us. As we were all. sitting
round the fire in the matted chamber, he asked whether
that gentle knocking was it? T told him yes; and it
continued the sound, which was mueh lower than usual.
This was observable, that while we were talking loud in
the same room, the noise, seemingly lower than any of
our voices, was distinetly heard above them all. These
were the most remarlkable passages I remember, exeept
sueh as were eommon to all the family.”

@ovrespondence.

[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who somelimes express opinions
diametrically apposed to those oF this journal and its readers.]

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

S1r,—~For many years I have watched the progress of
Spiritualism with mingled feelings of pleasure and sorrow.
My object in writing now is not to go into the numerous flip-
pant or false mediumistic manifestations which have occa-
sioned the latter feelings, although in the outset I think it
well for you to know I am fully alive to them., Tossibly for
this very reason, I yield to the wishes of many friends, whom
I highly esteem, in asking you to allow me to record very
briefly an aceount of two evenings it has been our privilege
to spend, at our own house, with Mr.and Mrs. Everitt, friends
whom we met vis-d-vis for the first time, although well know-
ing them by rvepute long ago. ‘Those who know me will
attach some credit to my belief that Mr, and Mrs. Everitt are
truly Christian people, utterly incapable of any attempt at
deception ; and will know also that from thc large experience
I have had with men of business and men of the world, of all
shades of character, I am not liable to be deceived myself,

At my wife’s invitation, Mr. and Mrs. Everitt came to our
rural home to stay from Saturday until Monday. My wife and
I are both to some extent writing mediums—and our children
(alluded to in Heawven Opened, by F. J. T.*) are all more or
less seeing mediums ; one, a little fellow of ten years of age,
remarkably so. I mention this now as it will be seen it has an
important bearing in corroborating some parts of the séances
to which T now ask your attention,

On Saturday evening, November 19th, after having during
tea had spirit raps continually upon the table and around the
room, replying intelligently to questions, and endorsing various
parts of our family conversation, we sat down around a heavy
dining-table, Our party eomprised Mr. and Mrs. Everitt,
¥. J. T, myself, my wife, and four children. Our unseen, but
ever-active spirit-friends, directed us to read the 12th chapter
of 1 Cor., and then to offer a short prayer. Lights were then
put out by their direction, and the cool spirit breeze very soon
was felt by all in the circle ; as also very strong and delicious
perfumes as of violets, Our little boy soon said, “I see a
beautiful spirit with a bowl containing four different coloured
waters | Now she’s throwing some over us ' and immediately
we discovered a different scent—an aromatie one followed by
others. We sang some little part songs with the children ;
then spirit lights appeared—-seen by all, Small pure lights
sprang from the table, rocket-like, leaving a thin trail of light
in their course upwards. Stars floated about the room which
suggested to the children to sing “ Twinkle, twinkle, little
star,” upon commencing which a large blueish one floated
about and twinkled to the song. -At the end we asked for a
greeting for each of the little ones; when a shooting-star
darted from the centre to each little upturned face in turn. A
very faint whisper of a spirit-voice was all we could obtain at
this sitting, so the children, with some little disappointment,
but yet with glad hearts, went to bed. On opening the fold-
ing-doors into the adjoining room, we fonnd perfumes strong
even there.

After supper we sat again—the five adults only.

After lights and perfumes again in profusion, we heard the
card-board tube, which we had placed in the centre of the
table, tapping against the eeiling. A cooler breeze came, fol-
lowed by vibration of the table and atmosphere, and suddenly
“ John Watt,” addressing F. J. T., said in a clear voice, dif-
ferent to any human one, and giving me the impression of a
voice without ¢fest force—

“Good evening!” (F. J. T. started, at which Johnjsaid ‘more softly), “I
tkought you were so brave?"”

F.J. T.—“8So0 Iam, but you came so suddenly.”

J. W.—+ Tl be more eareful another time, You have friends here to-
night. Introduce me.”

Upon this being done we all in turn had a most interesting
conversation for over an hour. During this time one of the
servants camc into the adjoining room to make up the fire, and
heard much of what transpired.

J. W,—* Who's that in the other room: she might be here ? ™
1 asked, then, if the children might come,

« J, W.—Better not—it frightens children.”

M. T—*But ours are accustomed to séarces—will you come and talk
to-morrow evening to thiem for a short time ? ™

J. W4Tl try. It’s getting late—I must go—the tube is rather clumsy! ™

We promised a lighter one : and I asked him to touch me
with the tube before he left. John themn said, ¢ Good night,
friends,” and the tube was thrown from above, and hit my
shoulder as requested.

Sunday evening, November 20, All who were present on
the previous evening sat, with the addition of my wife’s sister
and the two servants. I had previously provided paper upon
which to take notes as well as I conld in the dark, and from
their help the following is written :—The passages of Scrip-
ture to which we were directed by the muelh despised table
raps were remarkable ; viz., Ezekiel, 8th ch., 1 to middle of
3rd versc; 11th ch,, half of 1st verse ; and 10t ch,, 1st to
4th verse. Our first sitting was rather unsuccessful. Diverse
elements were at work, whieh your readers will understand ;
but after perfumes in profusion, and fainter lights than on the
previous evening, John Watt came, His voice was much
weaker, and he eommeneed speaking with more cantion. As
soon as he had established a freedom with the ehildren, and said
one or two funny things to make them laugh, John suddenly
in a loud voice turncd to little Nelly, who was laughing, and
said, “ Little Nelly.” She is naturally very shy and timid, and
this was too much for her—to be so addressed by a strange
voice. She began to cry.

John, turning to . J. T, said, “There—I'm sorry, but I
told you so. I must go.” And we broke up the séance, the
little girl's timidity being, however, a powerful proof of the
reality of the voice, and of its being distinct from Mrs.
Everitt’s, with whom she was now on the best terms,

The next sitting, after supper. was the most interesting of
all. It was protracted, and I can but bricfly indicate the kind

* Publishied by J. Burus, 15, Southampton-row, Holborn, W.C.

of conversation whieh transpired, Our nurse was the cnly
addition to the five first named.

John appeared again after the perfrnmes and cool breeze,
with a full voiee before Mrs, Everitt was entranced ; so that
at first we heard Aer voice distinct from his, which to me was
very satisfactory. . )

He first said how sorry he was to have frightened little
Nelly, He was going to give ber little spirit-brother’s and
sister’s love, and teil her about them. Ile told us much of
their happy home together, in a beautiful house situate in a
garden: told us of some spirits with them known ouly to ns,
and not to the medium : spoke of my mother as a very beau-
tiful spirit ; and, at our request, went away for a minute to
see what they were doing, during which time another spirit
came, who always attends John Watt, named *‘ Znippy.” His
voicc and aceent were entirely different, and suffused with
playfal humour. )

John on returning, said that my father and mother were
together, sitting in a beautiful arbour, the seats of which were
covercd with erimson velvet. They were clothed with purple
robeg lined with white ; his was made of velvet, hers of
satin, their usual evening dress. In the morning they were
crimson lined with white, They had various dresscs for
different times and seasons; and the dresses therc were all
made by love—in the Love Society—and were symbolical.
My father was reading. * What book 2" John went to see,
and said it was ¢ The interior meaning of the first kook of
John,” We remarked, “ How natural !” and he went on to
tcll us that when we reached Heaven @il would appear to us
most natural—nothing strange, for in deep sleep we often
visited them, and we had experiences both here and there,
the key to those to follow after.

After some conversation as to sleep, I asked about the
raising of Lazarus, and how it was when he returned to life
he could not—so far as is recorded—give any account of the
scenes he had visited those three days. John said—

“Was he dead? Who said 50?2 The cord of life had never heen sun-
dered ¢

“ He was entranced then

“Yes.”

“If 80, he visited your world probably as we do, you say, in deep sleep?
Why not tell us what he saw ?” )

“PBecause it was not permitted. Uis entire state was all for a particular
purpose. He never died.”

“But Christ died ?”

“Hig body died.” .

“Then T suppose the body e rose with was a different one—it counld do
a3 you do, and come through material substances.”

¢ Matter is nothing to us.”

“But what became of the body ?”

“Part of His material body—the grosser parts, evaporated on the
Cross; the remnant wheu the linen clothes yvere left in the sepulechre. The
body He rosc with was entirely Spiritual.”

“Then during those thres days a change went on which in our case will
talke many years to accomplish ?”

“Yes; 1t was an acceleration of chemical power.”

«You are good chemists, I suppose, in the spirit land 2”

¢ 'Yes—chemistry is no hindrance to us.”

¢ How do you manufacture that voice by whieh you spealk now?”

« ] digsipate the materiality around you,and draw you for a time into this
sphere; you help me by conditions, and I do much more by chemicals.”

“Is darkness necessary 2"

“No, not necessary; we can sometimes speal in the light.”

He then spoke of the spheres of spirits above and below us,
we oecupying the middle sphere. We were being constantly.
watehed over and assisted by our ministering spirits ; and we
in our speech, and a hundred other ways, influenced lower
spirits who eling to us to be assisted to rise: thus teaching,
as we remarked, the vast unconscious influence ever emanating
from us. Much of the above is beyond my comprehension,
for I am no chemist ; and in reporting the conversation, as
near as I can remember, I am aware I may have fallen into
error—unintentionally, But,if such conversations are possible
from the spirit land, we may well ask to what golden heights
may we not yet be led.

o

+ John offered up a short prayer to the Father of Spirits in .

parting ; invoking a blessing and praying for our influence to
be kept pure.

I was silent ; and thinking with some degree of perplexity
of what had occurred, and how real and near the spirit-world
is, when we heard rapid but slight tapping on paper, similar
to the dropping of water. Mz, Everitt said, ¥ That’s some
direct spirit writing "—and counted one, two, three, when
pencil and paper dropped in the eentre of the table. When
a light was struek) we found the following message, written
apparently within five seconds—a physical impossibility—
which we preserve as a precious gift from the spirit world :—

“You seem to be puzzled at our close proximity, but as regards your
spirits you are Yving in our world. You only require your material body
to move with in"this your material world. Remove your atmosphers, you
are then present with us; by giving us the conditions we are joined with
you—in fact we male o part of yourselves. We influence you to do and
say things that youn believe are from your interior selves. By-and-by we
shall be able to make ourgelves visible to you, so that we form part of your
family. You are now the medium of earth and heaven.”

I might have considerably extended this paper, but I fear
I have already, in my first communication, exceeded your
space. MORELL THEOBALD,

Hendon, N.W., Dec. 1870, . .

P.S,—We have since had a very long message in direct
spirit-writing, of over 400 words, written in five seconds (a
physical impossibility), purporting to come from Newton,
Locke, and Boyle, showing the spirit-world to be to the earth-
world what the soul is to the body—its life.

SPIRTTUALISM it beginning to sprcad in Birmingham
rather more rapidly than it has hitherto done.

THE occasional visit of a good physieal medium to the
Brixton Society of Spiritualists would much aid the young As-
ciation, whieh is not a very strong one.

NExT Thursday evening the St. John’s Association’ of
Spiritualists will have a tea-meeting, after which some plat.
form addresses will be given, and probably a Spiritual com-
munieation through Mr. J. J. Morse, who will be present.

SprrrTuaLisy 1N KILBURN.—The new Spiritual Society
at Kilburn is working very energetieally. It holds public
meetings in the Carlton Hall, Carlton-road, every Monday
evening, and it is making its mission widely known by means
of placards, handbills, and the aid of the local newspaper.
The Kilburn Times has treated Spiritualism with unexampled
fairness, and the editor actually thought it his duty to learn
something about the subject, before publishing anything re-
specting it in his newspaper. If other editors followed his
example, how hampered they would be upon losing their’pre-
sent privilege of inventing facts about Spiritualism while
they write.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W. M. (Somers-town).—There is no space to sparefor such a series
of letters, and it is impossible to suy anything about the publica-
tion of any communuication without first seeing it.

Some letters, news, and notices of books, are crowded out this
month, and will, for the most part, be printed in the next nuwber
of The Spirituul News.

MIRACLES.

ONE of the forcmost workers in the Spiritual movement has
written us a private lctter, questioning the desirability of
abolishing the words “miraele” and “supernatural ™ from
Spiritualistie literaturc, as recommended in a fecent leading
article in this journal. As it is evident that Spiritual mani-
festations are governed by the fixed laws appertaining to a
higher state of existence than our own, why should the phe-
nomeng be called miraculons, however astounding they may
appear to be ? The Spiritual world is only an advancc on the
animal world, just as the animal world is an advance on ibe
vegetable world, and the vegetable world an advance on the
mineral world. Why should the pbenomena of any one of
these stages of life be called miraculous rather than another ?
And if we now call the phenomena of the Spiritual world
miraculous, what shall we do if in another state of being, we
dlSCOVC.l' that there are other stages of existence higher than’
the Spiritual? As already stated in these pages, supposing
a vegetable could see and think, it must have been greatly
s@artled when it saw the first animal, and must have cou-
sidered it a most miraculous kind of vegetable, walking about
with its roots in its stomach. To the savage, the locomotive
and all the appliantes of civilisation are miraculous ; neither
can we teach him the principles of eonstruction of the steam-
engine, because his brain is not sufliciently advanced to receive
the information, KEven so, if we are astounded by the rising
of ponderable bodies in the air without mortal contact, and by’
the passage of solid bodics through brick walls, ought we to
call them miraculous becausc they are above the level of our
comprehension, and possibly cannot be explained to us?

Instead of extending these argnments we will tell a story
whieh shows how an uninformed Turk misled himself, because
he ascribed things above his comprehension to miraculous
causes. We wrote the tale, assisted by a friend, a few years
ago, and it was originally published in Z%e British Journal of
Photograply. The following is an abbreviation of the original,
in order to economise space ; but enough is left to clearly
illustrate the points we have just raised :(—

“The original of the following letter having heen written in the choicest

Ars.l?}c, we here present our readers with a translation. The letter is {rom
Hadji Al Shacabac, a gentlemcn now in London on business connected
with the Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha Ben Buckram, chief of the College
of Howling Dervishes, at Constantinople :—
. “Bwveet, O Ali! are the moments thus snatched from the hurry of ex-
isteuce, when in the silence of the night T take up my quill to hold sweet
communion with the friend of my youth. Allah is great; so now with
sahle fiuid, and the quill of & grey goose, I tell thee, O Ali, of my feartul
adventure with the wizards of the crystal cages, in this vast city of the
infidels. May the graves of their fathers be eternally defiled!

“Thou hast heard of the wicked Magi, or worshippers of fire, whom our
holy prophet kicked out from his vast dominions as he would unclean
dogs. A remnant of these unbelieving curs exists here, within the walls of
this unholy ecity, and gain, it is said, immense sums by teking portraits by
the aid of their incantations. Allah bismallah! It is said they bottle up
sunbeams for this unholy purpose, and the powerful and malignant genii,
Klo Ryne and il Ver, are their chief abettors. The wizazds, unlike fhose
of yorc who haunted the dark caverns of the earth, live in glass cages
upon the house-tops.

“I longed for my portrait to send to thee, O Ali, and the fourteen wives
_Who mourn because of my ahsence in the land of the stranger; yct my
mﬁt}e] friend, Sammi Ben Jones, was long in overcoming niy scruples
against visiting these wizards in their crystal cages. However, by lLis
advice, I walked along the street of Mi Lend, where many wizards, for the
sum of sixpence in infide]l money, exercise theirunholy incantations. It was
9 fine morning. I walked along with the dignity remarkable to my family,
dressed in my best pink hreeches, yellow coat, and scarlet turban, wondering
whether I should have to pass through many difficulties before one of the
wizards yould allow me to enter his domicile, My fears were soon at rest.
I was forcibly seized, O Al, by six of the filthy emissaries of these
magicians, who caught hold of my flowing robes, thrust gleaming squares of
crystal beneath my very nose, each pulling me with all his force, and
uttering curses in the barbarian tongue against the others who sought to
force me into their masters’ abode. ‘Allzh kerim!’ T exclaimed, in fainting
aceents—* these dogs will murder me, and my bones will whiten in the land
of the stranger’ Suddenly a dragoman in blue came along the path,
uttering the cabalistic word ‘Moovon,” which I entered afterwards in my
note-book. At the sound of it the miscrably-clad giaours each slunk into
the entrance to his employer’s deu, and contented himself with verbal ad-
jurations, , .

“1 entered one abode which seemed less repulsive than the rest, and
asked the imp at the door to admit me to the seer, his master. IIe shouted
up stairs, ‘Ollo, eerz anothergul!’ which I was afterwards told by Sammi
Ben Jones means, ‘ Malke ready, O master! the wise and noble hadji comes!”
Having taken the fatal step into the dark archway, I must eonfess, O Ali,
my frame shook with terror—my trembling knees refused their office. 1o
propitiate the evil genii T took my shoes from off my feet at the entrance,
and proceeded along the passage to o flight of stairs, where I prostrated
myself, bowing three times towards Mecca. With faltering steps I trod the
ricletty stairs, and at last stood before the portal of the dread abode, on the
pansls of which were inscribed fearful cabalistic signs of mystie import,
and in large red characters the name ‘John Jones,’ which, I believe, was the
name Of the vile son of Jehanum himself.

“The door opened. The figure of the dread wizard, with a fiendish grin
across his thin face, stood before my awe-struck gaze. Directly he saw me
he opened his eyes and shouted—* Ogolly! Omosis!® Then lie sauk into a
seat, his sides shaking with idiotic laughter. ITe motioned me to a seatin a
chair with no bottom to it, aud told me to gaze my hardest at a small
picture nailed to the wall. O All, how shall I describethat picture! In ocur
native land nothing but the eyes of our houris are visible to the stranger;
yet here the women run about wild without any keepers, have even their
necks bare, and are supposed to possess souls. But the one in this picture,
O Alj, stood in a barbarian theatre. She was dressed only in gauze, was
spinning round on one leg like your tame monkey Korac when in tho
height of his antics, *Allah akbar!® said I. What can egual the wicked-
ness of these Christian dogs! May their fathers’ graves be for ever defiled.”
The wizard next fixed the back of my neck in an iron instrument, so that I
could not turn away my gaze. ‘Staffir, Allah!’ I cried in agony; ‘the
snguish of the bowstring cannot equal this. Ichoke! Iexpire! Shades of
my fathers! the wretched Shacabac will soon die with the throes of suffoea-
tion, and skate over the bridge Al Sirat into the paradise of the true believ-
ers!’ T thought my last hour was nigh, especially as Isawthe magician hide
his head in & black curtain, as though he wished not to witness my agonics.
He theu retired to his secret den, O Ali, muttering accursed incantations,
and came out with o sinall cabinet construeted of cedar, in which, no doubt,
a wondrous talisman was concealed. He placed this in a kind of cannon
covered with a pall of funeral black, and then he pointed this direful weapon
at my head. My hair stood on end, my eyes dilated with terror, my parched
tongue clave to the roof of my mouth. He uncovered the opening of the
cannon. Fsprung up with a shrick of terror, the iron instrument of torture
still clinging to my neclk, and with outstretched arms implored Allah to
forgive me for entering the unhallowed den of the wizard of the erystal
cage. In this attitude did the evil genii take my portrait.

“The magician retired again to his den, where I heard the sound of
running water; then he returned with a plate of erystal, and showing it to
me made signs of approval, uttering, in 8 commendatory tone, the words,

‘Tharz astunner!’ But, O Ali, the picture of my friend was ugly in the
sxtrems, The aspect of abject fright was upon my counteugnce; stars
were represented bursting above my head; a long-tailed comct streamed
from my nose; whilst my body was spotted all over, yes, even like unto
that of the monkey Korac. No doubt the mighty power of the sun had
copied the evil planstary influences which in that dreadful moment had
threatened me, and were at the time invisible to mortal eye. I carefully tied
the crystaltablet in my turban, handing sixpence to the wizard as T turned
to lesive, but with horrid threats he made me pay flve shillings, after whicl
I descended the stairs saddened in spirit. The imp at the door demanded
a fee, upon which I called him the son of a burnt father, and made him
& long speech in the Turlkish tangue.

« (O Ali! friend of my soul! the night wanes apace. Fvenas I write the
sun tinges with erimson and gold the light clouds of the cast. The winds
of heaven blow gently through my open window, and I think of the timo
when I journeyed with thee on the road to Ispahan at the same silent hour.
1 like not the turmoil and noise of the busy ecity, and long for the time when
we shall onee more tresd together the bowers of Al Kibar, and hear from
thy learned lips the true doctrines of Islam. My mind is much disturbed by
the invisible stars and comets that lurk around me, 50 on my return we wil
lay my crystal portrait before our wisest astrologers to learn what these
mystic signs portend. Fare the well, O Ali! frieud of my bosom! Peace
e unto thee and thiue house! Mayest thou live long fu the land of our
fathers, and, when thou art called to Paradise, mayest thou receive the
richest fruits of the tree Juba, which produnces pomegranates, grapes, and
dates of a taste unknown to mortals! “ AL SHACABAC”



JFrench, the Dmperor, Empross, and the‘latc Em-

" St.: John’s-wood-villas, N.W.; Dr. Dxxon, 8, G

. .y
. Buckmghs,m—gfnte, ,The M&sbevof Lmd.su,y, Gr0§ven

136

IR

THE SPIRITUALIST

Jan. 15, 1871,

P

FACTS FOR NON-SPIRITUALISTS.

THE phenomena seen at spiritual circles are
80 extraordinary, and so unlike those commg
within the ordinary range of human_ experi-
ence, that it is qulte right not to accept them
on the testimony of others. Each individual
should witness and test them personally, and
believe nothing until the absolute knowledge
is gained that denial is impossible.

WVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESENVES INVES-

TIGATION.

The testimony of reliable and respectable wit-
nesses that the phenomena of Spiritualism are
actual facts, and not imposture or delusion, has of
late years so accunulated as to possess ver, %gl eat
weight. In the cage of Lyon v. Home, Mr. Robert
Chambeis, Mr. C. F. Varley, Dr. Gully, Mr. and
Mais.. 8. .C. Hall, and othevs, all made affidavits
strongly in favour of Mr. Home. The following
was a portion of the affidavit of Mr. C. F. Vallev,
C.E, F.R.G.S, M.R.L:.—
© «I have been a student of electricity, chemistry, and
natural phllosophy for twenty-six years, and a tele-
graphic ‘engineer by profession for twenty-one years,
and I am thc consulting electrician of the Atlantie Tele-
graph Coinpany, and of the Electric and International
Company.

« Ahottt eight years ago, I called on Mr. Home,
‘the defenﬂant in this suit, and stated that T had
ot yet witnessed any of the physical phenomena, but
that I wus g smentlﬂc man and wished to investigate
them carefully. " : i

s He immediately gave me every facility for the pur-
pose, and desired me to satisfy myself in_ every posmble
way, and I have been with him_on divers occasions
when the phenomena have oceurred. I Iiave examined
and tested them with him and with others, under con-

ditions of my own choice, under a bright light, and have |

made the most jealous and sealchxu,, serutiny. I have
heen, since then, for seven months in America, where
the subject attracts great attention and study, and where
it is cultivated by some of the ablest men, and having
experimented with and cowpared the forces with elcc-
tricity and magnetism, and after having applied me-
chanieal and menta.] tests. I entertain no doubt whatever
that the manifestations which I have mysclf examiued
were not due to the operstion of any of the recognised
physical laws of nature, and that there has been present
on the occasions  above-mentioned ‘some mtelhgencc
other than thatof the medinum gnd observers.’ .

< [t also Came ont” i’ the ewdeuce given at the
trial, that Mr. Homé hid been the invited and wn-
pa,1d gucst of; the Fmiperor and thé Empl ess of the

pross Dowwer of Ruisia, the Grand Duke Con- |

* stantine, the King of Pr nssin, the late King: of |

Bavaria, thelate King' of VVurtomburg, aud the
Queen of Holland, + . Home says that all his
life he hag néver taken a farthiug of pay for his
séances.” In March, 1869, the Spuritual Magazine
gave the names of the following gentlemen as
those who shave long been investigating the sub-
]ect--

“Cromwell F, Varley, qu Fleetwood house, Becken-
ham Alfred R. Wallace, qu, 9, St. Mark's-crescent,
N.W.; Professor’ De Morgan, 91, Adelulde-road, 1\‘W,,
Captam Drayson, R.A., Woolwlch Dr...J. M. Guily,+
The Priory, Gireat Malvern: Dr. J. G. Wﬂkmsonvg 4,

mond-street, ' W.C.:-8, G, Hall Esq., 15 Ashley<plac
Victoria-street, S.W.; Newfon Closland Esq William

. Howitt, Esqs "The Orchard, Hare-green, Ebher, Surrey;.

Robert: Chambers, Esq.. St., Andrew’s, Edinburgh; I,
. Jepclken,” Esq, Imorey-house, Norwood' J G.-
(‘mwfor(L Bag.; 5 Gloucester-erescent, - NaWe. W, AL
Wllkmso‘n, J8q. 4 Onktleld; Kilburn; Lmd Adare,»5

uare.”

Irs. De Morgan hais Wntten a book, dntitled
From. Matter to Spirit’ (Longmans), where she
gives many interesting particulars, the result of
ten years’ cxperience in Spiritualismi. Professor
De Morgan, President of the Mathematical. Society
of London, in his preface to-the bqok, says .

“«I am perfectly <o
‘Beard,in 8 manner which should
sible, things called spiritual, whieh, by
a ra,tlom},l heing to be capable of explanatwn b¥ mﬁpos--
fure, coincidence, or. mistake. So far. I feel the ground
firm under me.”

Dr. Hooker, in his opening address, as President
‘of the British Association at Norwich in 1868,
spoke very highly of the scientific attainments of
Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, F.L.S,  Mr., Wallace i$ an
avowed Spiritualist, Professor Hare, of Phila-
delphia, the inventor of the Hare's Galvanic Bat-
tery, once refused to witness spiritual phenomena,
alleging that Faraday’s ¢ uncouscious muscular
-action ” theory explained all the facts.: A frieud
wrote to, him detailing things he had seeh which
were 1ne‘£phcable by that theory. Hare at once,
Aike a sensible man, went to see for himself. The
result was that he came.into communication with
some -of . his?own -departed relatives, " He.then
made mechanical; teleg1aphlc machines,  which .
were mtelhgently ‘worked “by . spirits while the
.apparatus was “screened from the sight of the
thedium, and he wrote a book recording all these
dacts. That book is now in the British Museum
‘Library. Judge Edmonds, of New York, is another
“very eminent American Spu‘ltuahst who has also
written interestiug books on the subject. Recently,
in. England,sViscount Adare has written a book
bearing testimony to the truth of Spiritualism, and
it has a fireface by Lord Dunraven. This book is
prmted for pnvate circulation only, which is an
error in Judgment. " Valuable evidence in favour

- of Spiritualism is given'by John Wesley and his

family; for spirit rapping and movements of
wooden materials by invisible agency occurred in
their own house. Documentary evidence of what
they witnessed was drawn up and signed on the
* spot, and is published in Southey’s Life of Wesley.
Mr. - W. Crookes, F.R.S., cditor of the Chemical
News, is now 1nvest1gat1ng Spiritualism, and he
has\published an article in the Quarterly Journal of
- Science, stating that its phenomena are real, and
not delusion or imposture, though he does not know
a8, yeb whether they are produced by disembodied
spirits. The following letter, which he wrote to
Mr. Varley, was published in the Spiritualist of
July 15th, 1870 :—

20, Mornington-road, London, N.wW.
« July 13th, 1870,

“DEAR MR, VARLEY,—I was very plea.sed to receive
your letter of the 9th mst in which you discusg some
points alluded to in my pu,per on *Spiritualism viewed
by the Light of Modern Science.”

“You have heen working at the subjeet for more
years than I have months, and knowing, as you do, the
enormous difficulties in the way of accurate investigation
—diffigulties for the most part interposed by Spiritualists

“tific or odibated men, who gl

I pledge myielf t0 immediatelydeposit in,the same bank

‘witnesses - of “established- character.

* !
themselves—~you will not be surprised to find that I only
feel the ground firm undér me tor a very short distance
along the road which youwhavegravelled so far.

“I was deeply interested in 1 ca,dmv of your experi-.
ments, the more 50, ag I have been workmg in g similar
direction myself, but as yet w1t11 scmcely a mnoible

*You notice that I admit freely and fully the phvsmal
phenomeua. Let this opermess be a guarantee that I
shall not hesitate for & moment in recording ywith equal
fearlessness for the consequences, whate‘vel couvmhérﬁ
my investigation leads me to—whether it.pointss tofa.
mere physical force, or makes.me, as you predict, o con-
vert, to the Spl!’ltuﬂ.l hypothcsm—b‘ut I must let my cor-
victions come in my own way, and if.T hold soinetvhat!
stubbornly to the laws~of conservation of forcq . and,in-
peuctmblhty of matter, it .should not be consldmed a8
a crime on my part, but rather as a peculiarity, in my
scientific education. -

“T have already llad wany*letters; both from Spiri-
tualists and froin leading nen df science, saying that
they are glad I have taken up the subjeét, and! arging

agreeably surprised to find encoumgement trom so many
scientific men, as well as sympathy from thé good”
friends I possess amongst. the Spiritualists. —Beheve
me, wmy dear sir, very truly yours,:

& WILth[ CROOKES.”

Groom Napier, I.C:S, (Loudon, Jolin~ (fnnden
Hotten, 1870), has, agpreface. by ,’che lafs, Lord
DBrougham, in which that emineut statesman
5ayS i—

“There is but oue queqtg)n’f Wmﬂd ask the author, is
the Spiritualism of this work forcign to our uw,tenallstlc
mauufacturing age ?—N6 ;861 amidst: the. varieties of
mind which dwcrq circunistances. produce, are found
those who cultivate man's highest facultles —to these
the anthor addresses himgelf, Butyeven in i
cloudless skies of seopnclsm ‘Hhe 1&1;1'@1011‘8 i
higger than a man’s hand; i 15 Modern? bplntuuh.s

et F o
Signor (3. Damiani, a Si ﬂnni gentllomau 1 Ying
at Clifton, hag written a- pmuphlet,, stll'l’ in® “priut,
1n whicli he scverely ceusul‘(;,s‘ ‘Professor Tyndall,
Mr. G. H. Lewes, and othéré likésthem, for refns-
ing to investigate the subject? ~He fnrther offers a.,
10“&1(1 of 1, 000 guineas to any 1espcct&ble scien-
- iftvestigate the
The-

subject and prove it to. hey an#imposture.;
following are his wor dsi—

“I now offer you two challen"eg LR pnwths

“First, I challcnge yow, or eﬂhm of you, or any:of,
the pubhc who, lilke: you, disheliate in :the genuine.. cha’.
racter of spiritualistic, phenomena, ,to llepO'alt in_ the’
hauds ‘of any well-known London baiker ! 1;051 You or
theyhay namie, the sum of; five hundred guinedsy and

a lik¢ ainount,—the ownership of such sum offone thon-
sand guineas- to* depend upon; iny, prpw 7 évidence ¥
“sufficient to establish ary Fact in hlatory or inp eriminal
or civil court of justice.

First—That intelligent commumcamons and unswfers

result. g

me to continue the invastigation. I T2ty T have“béen.| the

A work entitled T/LS BooL of \alzue,qby G 0,.| neither shonld be of s frivolous nature.
earnest fecling among the members of the cirele-is 11Lely
to attrabt a h1g].1e1 and more pleasing class of spirits. ..

message ?
on the plan proposed, and fmm this tiine an intells, vent
systewn of communication i§ established.

| medium ?”
be. related or known to anybody present, well-chosen
questions - should be put to test the accuracy of the:
statements, as spirits out of the body have all the virtues
and all the failings of spirits in the body

1. Let the room be of 3, comfortable temp(,mture, but
cool Tather than warm—let ar rangements be made that
nobody shall enter it, and that therc shall be no intey-

.ruption for one-hour during the sittn*ét-thecircle.

Wet, dmnp; and foggy weather is bad fortie production.

\of Jphysical phenomena.

2. Let the eircle congist of four, flve,’ or’m‘( individusly, |-
about the.same number of each gex.f Sit.round an‘un-
‘Sovered Wooden table, with all’ the palms ot*the hands
in contact witk "its top surface. Whsther the“hands
‘touch edch other or not is usually of no.importance.
Any ¢table will do, just large encugh to conveniently
accommodate the sitters.
the table. for a few seconds does no harm, but when one
of the Bitters breaks the circle by lcﬂ.vmt, the table it
sometimes, bt not always, very considerably delays the
manifestations.

3. Before the sitting begins, plac some pointed leads
pencils 4nd some sheets of clean writing paper on the
-table, to write down any communications that may be
obtained.

4. People who do not like cach other should not sit in’
dme circle, for-sucll o want of harmony tends to-
prevent manitestations, except with well-developed
physical medimns; itis not yet known why. Beliel or
unbelief has no influeuce on the manifestations, but an

acr 1(1 teeling against them is a weakening influence. y «

Defore the manifestations be"m, it is well t¢° engage,
in gepeml conversation or iu singing, and it is' best that
A’ prayerful,

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is’

often a fecling lile a cool wind sweeping over the hands.
The first manifestations will probably be table tlltmgs or
raps. " -

7. When motions of ‘the table or sounds are produccd

freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only spealx,
and tallt to the table as to an intelligent. beig:|<
Let Lim tell the table that three tilts or TAPs mean:;

“Yes,” onc meaus *“No,” and two mean * Doubtful,”

and ask whether the alraugemeut is understood. ; - 1
| three signals be given in answer,, then say,; “If ‘T'speals
,the letters of the alphabet s]owly, will you signal every:|rAARON FRANKL I\I 58, Suffolk~strect Bu'uu o'ham: ¥
‘time I come to the letter you want, aud spell us out.a
Should three. signals be gu en, set to work [+

8. Afterwards the question should he pu-t “Are we

sitting in the right order to get tlie best manifestatiqns ?”
Probably some members of the cirele will then be told
to change seats with each other, and the signals will be
afterwards strehgthened. Next - ask,

“ Who is the
‘When spirits come assertiug thewnsclves to

- Possibly at £he first sitting of a cirgle symptomns.

“of other Torms of mediumship than tilts orraps
.maymalke their appearance.
ing the many kinds of medlums]up will be found
in Mrs. Professor De Morgauw's. book,*From Matter
to- Spirit, II:’“thh"d by Longmans; and this.is a
good boo

circle.

Information respect-,

to read before trymg to start a néw

to questions put, ploeeed from dead and inert mfmer in
& manner inexplicable by any genemll cogmsed ]aw
of nature.

“ Becondly—That dead - anaﬂ mern;ﬁ‘a.
without the aid of any mechauicfl, Koy
agency; and m deﬁance Qf all the :fdmwjt’cd et vy
tation Laged w0 =

¢ Thi: dl —-That womes appemunmg to 1m0 one in the |
flesh are hen,rd to speak and hold mtlonal conver‘se with
men gy RS o
ALY Jury of twenty- four rfentlemen, twe]v
by Qach p:,my (suc;h 3ur5; o, conswt etcluswel
Im £ phetden: eatneid fessums an ltemry mem)'1 0+
docide whether -OF Hiot-tlie facts contained i the-above |,
propoghons are conclusively proved per iestes—ie., by,

“the twenty-four to decide. ' If the vérdict be that these
Afﬂ.Ct‘i hsve not been: éstablished, -the thonsand guineas
‘afo to° belbng 6 ‘the: party. accepting,this challenge;-if
‘tha Yerdict be that these’ facts @ tabhshed, the thou-
sand gumem to-be mine. -
. Secondly—lmmedmtely afte1 the above: “wager- he
decided, ‘either way, T ‘offer.a like chmllenge of five hun-.
dred guiticds (to 'be met on the other side in like manner
as above)—the- ownership of. the second.sum, of, ore
thousand guineas to depend upon the establishnient of.
| the facts contained in the propositions already given, &y
“eaperiments conducted in the actual presence of the twenty-
four gentlemen Who have decided the previous WREET ;
he verdict of the majm:ltyt.o decide in this case likewise.
4Ty either case, the séqucts.areita
nblic. ot private buﬂdmg Y
-W‘hlbh may: be available.
he result of-these,
.gld.edY 'ty be advertis
expense 0 tha, defeel
papers.
“1 hope this is plain Enghsh 4B
* Awalting a reply to this letter, and to the challenge
with which it concludes, Iam, gcntlemcn., your obedient
servant, . DAMIANI,
“Chfton Oct. 1,.1868.. .
“P.S~—~Letters a,ddressed ‘ Slgr Damiani, eare of
Manager of West:of England and South Wales Dlstnct
Bank, Corn-strect, Bristol,’ will always reach the writer.”

In addition to the above evidence, there is the
testimony of numbers that the modern spiritual
manifestations are realities. - Mr. Hepworth Dixon
in his New America estimates the number of Spiri-
tualists’ in the United States at rather less than
three millions, and thid is about the lowest estimate
that anybody has made. There are noaccurate sta-
tistics, ’and different authorities vary in théir esti- |:
mates "from thrée to eleven millions.

}

" When reports of the speeches of spirits are printed in ths
Journal, non-Sviritualists’should understand that spirits
out of the body ore avise or foolish, truthful or untruthful,
Just the sume as spirits in the body. Moreover, they ure bui
individuals, so do not know everything. The statements of «
spirit are but the assértions of an individual; but by com-
paring the statements of many spirits, it may in time be
possible to discover in what points they agree, and to sift
out the unpy eliable communications. Many spirits cannot
see each other, any’ ‘mlore than we.can see them, and us some
of them are thifs 1 different states of life, it does not follow
that contradirtoru messages are therefore untruthful
Spirits are of different 1elzgzon.y, consequently their” teach-
mgs do not altogethér agree;”there is'no more uniformity
in the next world tlun inithis ohe.: " It is the business, of this
Journal to repm i1 facts 30 we are in no way esponsible for
the religious, sczentzﬁc, or any other teac/nn{/s gmen ty indi-
vidual spirits. .. ;
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT ,CIRCLES.

An experimental trial at home, among. family
friends and relatives, often gives the most satis-
factory evidence of the reality of spiritual pheno-
mena. At the: same time, as. no fully developed
medium is present among those who have never
obtained manifestations before, the probablhty is
that there will be no results. Nevertheless, it is
a very common thing for striking manifestations
to be obtained in this way at the first sitting of a
family circle; perhaps for every one successful
new circle thus started without a medium, there
are 8ix or seven failures, but no accurate statistics
on this point have yet been collected.
once manifestations have been obtained they will
gradnally inereasc in power and reliability at suc-
cessive sittings. The following is a good plan of
action ;—

'} moved from Camberwell |
Lt Bloomsbury-square; Halb
{ “'There'is. a Pubhshmg Dfficg: afnd Shop fomhe ssje o[
**1 Books; » Circulating lera.ryof all Workg on Spirltuuhsm
&e.; 3 Rendmg—Room bllpp]le(l with the Spiritual and
Provmssxve ‘Publications ~of *the Wqrld; a Drawing-
 Room for the specinl usesof Lagies 'nnd Subscribers; k-
1| Private Rooms. ¢
;| gnd; thmnll inf
Progréss of events may he obtained:

¢ Home for S
very heavy, t c Pmpuetm (:ﬂ.mestly solicits the kind
“¢o:operation. ‘and -suppor
the enterprise.
call at the Progressive Library, where they may hear of
Lodgings and get dther nseful information.

% 1. BURNS, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton-ros,
‘Blaamsbury ~gquare; Holborn, London, WwW.C,

‘When |.

HE PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY and
SPIRITUALIST DEPOSITORY. hus. been re-

R BT -

ances, Cqmml‘ttees Meetmgs &¢
ion respdeting the Cause audl the

The Subscription, entitling ‘to all the privileges of the

Establishment, including the use .of. two Books at o
A ’I‘&JOUW oft ‘timefrom; the leuu) for homepemqal is 21s.per annum

‘A Well-assorted Stock of St&tionery, Poriodicals, cut-

tent Progressive ‘Literaturs,* Stantlard Works, Cheap
‘Books. and Tracts;; Plahchettes, Materials for Writing |-
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