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¢ Captain James ig, ii is needless to say, a very firm believer | he holds that one of the chief causes of the failure of mesmerists
in the reality and uses of the mesmeric sleep, and he has here | i, that they give up the trail too guickly, and that they also
thrown together the results of his own experiences, at the request ‘ mesmerise far too many persons. As to the beneficial results of

mesmerism, our author has no doubts whatever, whether as a

of his publisher. We agree with Mr. Harrison that the author
cure for epilepsy, headache, toothache, or other ailment ; and his

has treated the subject exactly in the way in which it is desirable

that matters on wlich the public require information should be final advice to the practitioner is, ¢ Call it what you like, but per-
treated; and he tells concisely, and yet fully, many of the . sistently employ it for the benefit of the sick and suffering.’
secrets of what is still regarded in many guarters as a somewhat ~  Tven if Captain James fails to make converts by his little volume,
dark art. Want of faith is, he argues, the great bar to the pro- | he may at any rate be credited with having written an interesticg
gress of what he ferms ‘a just appreciation of the powers and work in a thoroughly pleasant way.”— The Publisher’s Circular.

tho blessings to be derived from a proper use of mesmerism,” and
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giving well-proved facts first, and conclusions which natorally flow from them ufterwards.

Price of the Library Edition, on superior paper and handsomely bound in half-calf 8s. 6d.
ost free. Cloth edition 5s, 6d., post free.

The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 33, Museum.street, London, W.C,

HARACTERS FAITHFULLY
DELINEATED fromn llandwriting, Photos, or
blank paper Mesmerised by the Breath, TFee 23, €d.
Address, Miss Hoss, care of Mrs, Nichols, 32, Fop-
gtone- road, Lurls-court, 8.W.

UNACY LAW REFORM
ASSOCIATION, 64, Berners-street, and 79,
Chaneery Lane, London, W €,  Attendance at the
ast address daily from 2 30 to 4 pmn. Saturdays 1t 2

STEIN\VAY HALL,
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W.
M1SS ADA OSBORNE,
WILL GIVE A
DRAMATIC RECITAL,
AT THE ABOVE DAL,
On Tuesday Evening, April 13th, 1880.
To Commence at Eight o’clock.
Miss OsSBORNE WILL BE ASSISTED BY

Miss MATHELDE LENNON, Contralio.
AND
Miss ALICE BATIEMAN, Pianist,

Stalls, 7s 6d. Reserved Eeats, 5s. Unreserved, 2s6d,
Baleony, Is.
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THE PROSECUTION OF A MEDIUM.

Mr. F. O. Matthews 1s one of those clamr-
voyant mediums, who sometimes from public
platforms arc able to reveal information about
the private affairs of those they have never
seen 1n their lives before, even to the extent
of giving the proper and other names of
their departed relatives. Occasionally, on
the other hand, their utterances are altogether
untrustworthy, from changes in the bodily
state of the mediums, inharmony in circle, or
little understood variations in mental and
mesmeric conditions. Mr. Matthews has re-
cently been prosecuted at Keighley. and the
following one-sided report from Keighley Herald
omits all but a barc allusion to the case for
the defence :—

MR. F. 0. MATTHEWS CHARGED WITIL ‘‘ SUBTLE CRAFT AND
DEVICES.”

Tris was a case which was adjourned from the last
court, in which Frank Owen Matthews, of Saltaire,
was charged on three separate counts, two of which
was of obtaining by certain subtle devices, certain sums
of money from various persons, and the third charge
were that he did unlawfully pretend to tell fortunes,
contrary to the statute. The prisoner who has a very
respectable looking appearance is about 30 years of
age.—Mr. Neill appeared for the defence, and the
court was crowded.—8upt. Jreland, in opening the
case, said the prisoner was what was generally known
as a “ Spiritualist ”’ or ‘ clairvoyant,”” and leld private
séances in Eastwood-row, On the 22nd of the present
month, he thought he should be able to show by the
witnesses he should call before thew, that the prisoner
had attempted to deceive them, but their Worships
would be best able to judge of the circumstances of the
case by hearing the evidence. He should prove that
he mado certain statements which were not true.—
James Sharphouse, tailor, 37, Marlborough Street,
said: On the 21st inst., which was on a Sunda, yI
wont at half-past five o’clock, to lLear the prisoner
at the Spiritualist Lyceum. When I got thero I found

" that the admission was by ticket, and saw a person

named Jonas Sunderland and two other persons,
who were selling tickets. I purchased one for six-
peuce, as the whole of tho threepenny ones were
sold.  On the platform I observed the prisoner, who
gave out a hymn and conducted a kind of service,
after which he went into a clairvoyant state. He
twitched Lis countenance, and dwelt upon the poli-
tical, social, and religious phases of the world. (Loud
laughter.) He made the announcement that e would
give séances on the following day, and applications
were to be made to Mr. Morrell at the close
of tho service. I made application to Mr. Morrell
and asked him what the charge would be. He
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replied that it would be five shillings.” 1 “'9}1'9 in
company with another man, who works at the Keigh-
ley gas works, and who is an inspector. We then
asked him at what time we could have a sdance, and
we were told that all was engaged from ton o’clock in
the morning to six o’clock at night, with the exception
of tho hour from twelve to one at noon. o agreod
to take that time, as it would be convenient to the gas
officer as it was his dinner hour. Nothing more was
said on that occasion, and we retired. On thoe Monday
morning following I went along with Mrs. Sharphouse,
who wished me to go to the placo with her. She asked
him to proceed with her case first, as she had locked
up the shop. Mrs. Sargerson snid that she wanted to
know all. He had no occasion to be frightencd at us,
as we wero all friends, as it would go no further what-
ever statement ho made concerning her. She wished to
be informed of something concerning a previous sitting
six weeks before. He sat himself down, and made
certain spasmodic twitches of his countenance (laugh-
ter), and went into a clairvoyant state. o then said
he saw a shop; an influence told him that—{The chair-
man: we may take it for granted it is a spirit you are
going to tell us about (laughter) ;] continuing—the shop
was situated in Bradford Road, and was a provision
shop. She wanted to know for certain if her lLusband
was keeping company with another female (loud langh-
ter). Prisoner said that ho hiad been, but it was broken
off. Mrs. Sargerson asked him how long it had been
broken off, and he replied that it was two nights since
lie was with her (laughter). He said the woman mes-
merised lier husband, but it might be done voluntarily
or involuntarily. IHer husband knew very well that
she was up to all his ways, and ho was giving it up,
as she had dome everything she could and sho had
succeeded, and the influence twvas now abandoned. She
had been talkiog about going to law, but he advised
her not to do so. Mrs. Sargerson then wanted to know
how hor husband and the woman got together, and he
said there was a short woman who went iuto their shop
with slips of paper, with writing upon them, and that
was the way they arranged to meet. After that, sho
paid 5s. and left. The prisoner accompanied lier to
the door, and when he got back he said “ Yond is a
queer caso.” (Loud laughter.)—Cross-examined : Mrs.
Sargerson produced a piece of flannel, and o told her
that her husband had been using chloroform and opium
to her in order to get to that woman. Ho then sat
down and again began his motions. He spoke to my
wife, and said she had been in bLusiness, but had not
done very well. My wifo never has been in business
on her own account. The prisoner told her that if she
ontered into business again she would do very wel),
ospecially if she kept a private boarding house. He
then said sho was not looking very well, sho had a bad
appotite, and lLer food did not agree with her. ¢
then said * you have a sister who is a widow,” and she
said, *‘no I have not” I said ‘“thereis Hannali,”
but of course there was not (laughter), but I thought 1
would see what it would lead to. He said her sister
had had a deal of trouble, her husband had not done
right to her, but she was now going to do very well.
Ho then turned to me, and said David Weathorhoad
was looking kindly at me, and said do you know ltim,
and I told him I did. He said 1 seo another influence
Letween you and your wifo, a femalo with groy hair ;
it is your mother, and she is looking very kindly upon
you (laughter); she is a kind old soul. (Continued
laughter.) Ile then said have you a brother named
John, and 1said no. Hosaid I mean a brother-in-law,
that isin a spiritual sense. At twelve o’clock I went
and had ny sitting along with the gas inspector.

i
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When wo went in tho door was locked, and he came
and oponed it. He said I must get rid of the other
influence, or they will be getting mixed up. (Loud
laughter.) After walking up and down the room he
afterwards sat down and got into a clairvoyant state.
He addressed himself to the gas inspector, and said Lo
had had a quarrel with some person with regard to
the transmitting of some goods. Mo said ho liad not,
and prisoner put his lrand to Lis brow and said ‘T sce
a railway accident, the plates torn up, people killed,
and you are standing by.” Ile had been in some
aceident of that kind, and he told him he had not. 1o
then told him he liad had something to do witlt horses,
and ho said lie nover had. 1o then told the Inspector
that he had a sister-in-law, named Saral, and he told
him he did uot know that hoe had. (Langhter.) IHe
then said havo you made sport at the spirits and their
doctrine, and ho roplied that lie had, to whicli he said you
havo lnughed and skitted at thewn, and now it is their
turn. Tho inspector sald well its tit for tat (loud
langhter). He then told the inspector that he saw
gasometers and large fires, and men shovelliug coals,
which he had to pass every day, and he had to go to
writo things down and often had to go into the dark,
and he said, I have that.

Sarali Sharphouse, wifo of the last witness, gavo
corroborative svidenco.

Mr. Neill then suggested that the romaining cases
should not be proceeded with, as if they were it would
ouly drag Mrs. Sargersou into the mire, and that he
had no wish to do, but he must necessarily do so in
cross-examination unless the other cases were aban-
doned. e then askod the magistrates whether thoy
should fine the prisoner or no.—The Chairman : What
is this man 2>—Mr. Neill: I should like Lhim to answer
that for himself :—The prisoner : I am a memberof the
Spiritualistic Society. My labours are voluntary, Lut
my time is devoted to the philosophical aud scicutitic
and religion of the Spiritnalist Society.—Do you live
upon the air or spirits ? (Laughter) Prisoner: Neither—
How do you live? T am supported by the society,
whicll receives contributions, by Spiritualists throngh-
out England.—What becomes of this moncy you get?
Prisoner : It goes to the fund, (Laughter).

The magistrates then retired, and on their retnrn the
Chinirman said they were willing to let the issue rost
with the first case provided the prisoner pleaded guilty.

After some discussion had taken place, Mr. Ireland
snid lLio should withdraw the charge of telling fortunes,
as the person who liad been summoned had refused to
attend.

Mr. Neill addressed tho Bench on belalf of thie defen-
dant, and pointed out that in law the prisoner could not
bo convieted. but this the Bench overruled.

The Chairman said they had decided to commit the
prisoner to prison. 1f they did uot do so they would
neither bo doing justice to the public nor to themaselves,
ag if they wore to inflict a fine, it would be easily paid
by the society, and tho prisoner could continue the
same thing, Ie would therefore be committed to
prison for threo months. IIv might add that tho
magistrates were glad that Mr. and Mrs. Sharphouse
had come forward to give evidence in the manner they
hiad done.—Keiyhley Ilerald, April 2nd, 1880.

lixcept as setting forth the ease for the pro-
sceution the above report is so biassed as to be
worthless. It leaves the impression (by in-
ference) on the mind of the reader that
Matthews pleaded ** Guilty 7’ towards the close
of the trial, in order to escape being tried on



ArriL 9, 1880.

ENAN AN N N NG LA SN NN TN

THE bPIRITUALIST

SR S e s s

171

o~

the sccond count, whereas we have just as-
certained by teclegraph from Mr. Morrell of
Keighley, that he did nothing of the kind.
Some additional details of the case have
been furnished us by Mr. Morton, as follows :—

In the case of tho Police . Frank Owen Matthews,
who was tried at the Keighloy Tolice Court, County
of York, on the 2nd inst. Defendant was charged with
“yunlawfully using certain subtle means or devices to
deceive and impose on certain of Her Majesty's
subjects, to wit—James Sharphouse, Susannah Sarger-
son, and others, contrary to the statute in that caso
made and provided.”

The statute referred to is Statutes United Parliament
5 Georgo IV, c. 83, an act for tho punishment of idle
and disorderly persons, rogues and vagabonds, in that
part of Great Britain, called England :

IV. ““And be it further enacted. That every person
committing any of the offences hercinbefore mentioned
after having been convicted as an idle and disorderly
person :  Kvery person pretonding or professing to
tell Fortunes, or using any subtle cratt, means or
dovico, by Palmistry or otherwise, to deceive and
impose on auy of Her Majesty’s subjects, &e., &c., shall
be deemed a rogue and a vagabond within the
meaning and true intent of this Act: and it shall be
lawful for any Justice of the Peace to Commit such
offender (being thoreof convicted bofore him by the
confessioun of such oftender, or by the evidence on oath
of ouo or more credible witnesses) to the Iouse of
Correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any
time not exceeding Throo Culendar Months.”

The Defendant pleaded ““ not guilty,” wherenpon two
witnesses were called by the prosecution, who testifiod
to having a séancs with the Defendant, and related
what was said, which they averred was without a
semblance of truth. What the prosecution claim to
havo established, is that the Defondant is a person
who has no visible moans of support, and in this case
was using certain means and devices, for the purpose
of deceiving and iwposing upon the inhabitants of
Keighley. Tlad Mr. Matthows’ friends, and Spiritual-
ists from London been in Court to tesnf) as to his
character, as they shonld have done, and under oath
had said te tho Court they believed, ‘aud were certain
that Matthews was frequently controlled by spirits of
the departed, it is ]l)ossiblo that the disgraceful con-
soquences now attending this poor mman, may have been
averted. As tho matter now stands, he is sentenced
to be imprisoned for three calendar onths, in the
goal at Wukeficld. Until the magistrates and jury
shall know something of the laws governing spirit
force, or the law as it now stands be stricken from the
Statute Books, mnediums have no protection whatever,
and are liable to bo arrested at any mowment. Nor
can a lawyer be of any avail as long as they are to be
classed with, and troated as rogues and vagabonds.
1f the noxt medium who is arrested shall oxclaim, as
did Matthows, “God save me from wmy frionds,” it
won’t Lo bocause Spiritualists are not forewarned.

F. T. Moxrrox.
April 6th, 1830.

Mr. J. W. Fletcher suggests public action
in the matter, and that some such memorial as
the following should be sent, largely signed,

to the Home Scerctary :—
This petition witnesseth as follows.

WHEREAS, on the second day of March, A.D. 1880,
Frank Owen Matthows was, upon information and
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'si complaint of Thomas Ireland, of Keighley, County of

York, England, charged Wlth “Unlawfully using
subtle means or devices to deceive and impose on
certain of Her Majesty’s subjects,” and on the 2nd day
of April, 1880, was tried at the Keighley Police Court,
in said County of York, and sentenced to beimprisoned
for threo calendar months, in the goal at Wakefield,
in said County. And whoereas, your petitioners
believing the said Matthews to be & man of excellent
charactor, and that ho is most unjustly deprived of
lis liberty, and of hisrights ns a free man, respectfully
request his release from goal, and for the following
roasons :

First.—TFrank Owen Matthews is a clairvoyant, and
Lias the gift of socond sight. That in giving séances in
the Spiritualists’ Meoting Room, in Iast Parade,
Keighley, and in other places, he is engaged in what
ho belioves to bo a most holy calling, and doing the
work ho belioves God has nppomted him to do.
Sccond.—That said Matthews is at times controlled by
spirits of the departed, and when under such control
delivers lectures, and gives messages to those in
Tarth-Lifo.  And whereas, the power of the spirit
to control matter, .. inediums, having boen most con-
clusively proved and attested by tho leading scientific
men of this, and other countries; and “hereas. the
Magistrates boforo whom said Matthews was tried are
1guornnt of said fact, and believing him to be an im-
postor, have, by reason thereof, caused him to be
imprisoned, aud unjustly restrained of his liberty.
And whoreas, tho laws of this country were made to
protect each and cvery citizen in their rmht:s to worship
God according to the dictates of their own conscienco,

Therefore, your petitioners represent and declare,
that tho said Matthews has not had a fair trial; that
ho is unjustly deprived of his liberty, and emuestly
request his releaso from coufinement without delay.

And your petitioners will ever pray.

Mr. Matthews was aware that on some oc-
casions his clairvoyant visions were untrust-
worthy, for we have been present when they
were 1naceurate throughout the evening, as
well as upon some occasions when they
were precise and trne.  But to charge five
shillings to uninformed persons, totally unac-
quainted with the subjeet, and while he was
fully aware that his clairvoyance was some-
times untrustworthy, was a line of action quite
certain, as anybody ecould sec in advance, to
sooner or later lead him to the county prison,
and to bring discredit on the movement. Sur-
rounded by all the prejudice of the ignorant
against psychical phenomena, he could hardly
e\poct anything else but a prosecution after
charging disbelievers for admission, and then
dcscnbmrr to them untrustworthy visions.
Warnings to mediums have been published
in the paat of the necessity of taking reasonable
care while iu pursuit of thewr c'ﬂhnﬂ' to give
10 opportunity for prosecutions, because if for
want of reasonable carc they bring the move-
ment as well as themselves into discredit, it
weakens their position when they desire help
from the body of people their want of reason-
able care has been the means of injuring. No
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doubt Spiritualists will do all they can for Mr.
Matthews if, after all the details of the case
have reached London, the case is found to con-
tain no aspects prohibitory of public action, but
the want of forethought just mentioned is a
weakening influence.

As to the idea that London Spiritualists
should havedefended Mr. Matthewsat Keighley,
he and his friends were so dilatory in sending
us information even that he had been arrested,
that the news came to hand so late as to make
it impossible to publish it in Zhe Spiritualist
until the very day that the trial and conviction
took place at Keighley. If the readers of a
journal learn in London in the morning, that a
medium is to be prosecuted in a town several
hundreds of miles away 1n the afternoon, they
can hardly be blamed for doing nothing in the
matter. And before public action can be taken,
it is not sufficient that the mere information
should be possessed that a medium is being
prosecuted ; all the main details of the case are
required, to learn whether the actions of the
medium were such as to be defensible from a
Spiritualist’s point of view. Had the necessary
information been sent, it would have been
possible to have called a meeting, as we did at
the outset of the Slade case, to consider what
action, if any, should be taken.

If, after due examination this case of Mr.
Matthews should be found to be one in which
Spiritualists at large can take action on his
behalf, a deputation to the Home Secretary to
call attention to the state of the law as well as
to this particular case might be the best line
of action. As to the suggested memorial
quoted in this article, the reply of the
authorities to it probably would be—‘We do
not punish Mr. Matthews for his religious con-
victions, but for telling people what was not
true, and charging five shillings for the same.”
And 1if one paragraph in the suggested
memorial should be taken to mean that Spirit-
ualists believe that a// utterances from the lips
of clairvoyant or trance mediums, come from
the spirits of dead persons, numbers of the
signatures of Spiritualists whose names are best
worth having would be withheld.

But the suggestion is a step in the right
direction. If, when the full details of the
defendant’s side of the case came to London
from his friends in Keighley, the matter is
seen to be one over which public action ecan
be taken, the attention of the Home Secretary
should be called to various matters. There is
an Act of Parliament which punishes indi-
viduals for finding lost property by elairvoy-

ance, but notwithstanding the uncertainty of
clairvoyance under present conditions, lost
property has in exceptional cases been re-
covered by its aid. This law, therefore, is a
direct prohibition of a branch of scientific
research. The case of Mrs. Tranter, who was
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for dis-
obeying it, might again be brought under the
notice of the Home Secretary. Did she die in
prison under the monstrous sentence, or is
she now free ?

Newcastle and other provincial Spirit-
ualists might do some good, by collecting and
sending to us as soon as possible, the testimony
of those who have had good evidence of M.
Matthews’ clairvoyant powers ; the full signa-
ture and address of each individual who has
had good tests, should be appended to his or

her statement.
—_—

STONE-THROWING SPIRITS IN NATAT.*

In 1869, a rumour spread over the county
Weener that the house of a certain farmer on
the banks of the Little Tugela, was the scene
of nightly devilries of a harmless but annoying
description. The family complained that when
the doors were shut and the windows secured,
stones of a large size, maizecobs, and other
ponderous matters began to be pelted about by
unseen hands, inside the boundaries of their
narrow and well-lighted sitting room. Every-
body knows what the appearance of a South
African waggon team is. There is a long double
row of oxen carrying yokes, to which is at-
tached a heavy chain or rope, a waggon-pole
and the weighty African waggon. The spook
at Van ’s used to vary its stone-throwing
entertainment by arranging oranges and pump-
kins in something like the appearance of the
African oxteam, the oranges yoked two and
two with thorns, and a pumpkin, or in some
cases, a very large head of Indian corn attached
to them by a chain of straw. This was evi-
dently a hint for the family to go. The mani-
festations which at first were only of occasional
occurrence, became after a while a cause of
nightly dismay and consternation to the poor
Boers; and by the beginning of the winter of
1869 the extraordinary occurrences were the
theme of every tongue in the wide uplands of
Natal. Various propositions were made by
the neighbours for the suppression of the ghost,
understood to be a woman three years dead,
who was said to have got up the séamece in
revenge on her husband for having married a

* Slightly abridged from ¢ The Transvaal of To-day,” by A.
Aylward, p. 204.
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second time, and allowed the stepmother to ill-
use the first wife’s children.

One evening, towards the end of May, a
large party, consisting of some of the more
intelligent farmers of Weener and the neigh-
bouring distriet of the Klip River, accompanied
by two Britons, M’Cormack (an old soldier),
and a friend of the present writer, assembled
with guns and horses to exorcise the evil
presence. The house was situated on a level
plain, had no trees within 40 paces of it, and
had no cellars. The roof wus well and solidly
thatched, was perfect in every respect, being
almost new, and it came down fairly over the
_ wall plates, leaving no possibility of any space

being found through which the stone-throwing
and annoyance could be conducted from the
outside. ~The whole building was divided
inside into but three rooms, the party walls
dividing which were only eight feet high,
pierced with openings from top to bottom.
Instead of doors, these openings from the
central into the two side rooms, were commonly
closed with curtains. For the whole house
there were two doors of exit and entry, opposite
each other, opening from the central room into
the veld. In this little mansion there were
four windows, twoin the central room and one
very small one in each of the side rooms.
These openings, when I saw them, were fimly
secured on the inside with heavy wooden
shutters, bolted to the walls. The inside of
the house was poorly furnished. The main
room had a small table in the corner and a
bigger onc in the centre; a home-made sofa,
three hard wooden chairs, a waggon box
painted green ; in the corner by the little table
a soft chair with a footstool in front of it; and
on the table a Brobdignagian coffee kettle,
with a small fireplace under it always full of
glowing charcoal. The two side rooms con-
tained beds, comfortable, but of primitive
construction. Therc were no pictures to
obscure the whitewashed walls. The bare
rafters and roof were open to the inside of the
house, there being no ceilings. The floor was
of hardened ant heap level and well beaten.

‘When once inside the house, and the door
and windows properly fastened, it would seem
as if the inhabitants were perfectly free from
any molestation from the outside, and could
readily see and detect any attempt that might
be made to play tricks upon them by persons
within. There was no fireplace or kitchen
range, all the cooking being carried on at an
outside kitchen. On the arrival of the party
of investigators and exorcists, an armed watch

was placed round the house outside. This
consisted of men quick of eye and rapid to
detect the approach of even the smallest animal,
and to whom the quiver of a leaf or wave of
grass had an intelligible significance. The
guard being posted, seven men entered the
house carefully, and fastened up all the doors
and windows. There were two servants in
the house, who were taken in charge of and
placed sitting between the knces of two watch-
ful men. The family were requested to sit
under the central table, which they did, The
candles were lighted, and in deep silence the
watch commenced. The moon was almost
at the full, there were no clouds, and the out-
side guards could see plainly every mark, every
rent and nail-hole in the whitewashed walls of
the haunted cottage. Ten minutes after the
arrival of the guests, the séance commenced by
the fall of half a dozen pomegranates upon the
table. This was succeeded by a shower of
gravel, the small stones of which I had the
curiosity to inspect. No pebbles of a similar
nature were to be found within ten miles of
the place. One of the guards got up to ex-
amine the pomegranates. He had no sooner
left his chair than it was flung with great
violence after him ; then lumps of ironstone,
the smallest of which weighed ten pounds,
began dropping from unexpected places, and a
mass of clay appeared to tumble through the
roof, breaking and scattering about the floor
as if it had come from a considerable height.
The remarkable feature of the whole affair was,
that not one missile struck any of the large
party now assembled in the small room. Their
excitement was increased by hearing a violent
banging at one of the shuttered openings, but
which, as we afterwards learned, attracted no
attention from the outside guard.

M’Cormack, who is still a living witness to
the facts of this entertainment, being, after his
own fashion, a pious man, determined to shew
the horror of his faith and the strength of his
cxorcisms. He stood up with uncovered head,
and boldly addressed the ghost in Irish, order-
ing it in the most solemn manner to retire to
where the wicked ought to cease from troubling
and the weary are presumed — by all but
Spiritualists—to take their rest. 'Whether led
on by his subject, he went too far or not, I can-
not say : he was stopped in the midst of a
torrent of eloquence by what he afterwards
described as “a lick from a three year old ; ”
in fact, a “ young paving stone’” brought him
to his senses and his seat at the same time.
This violent counter-attack was too much for
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the visitors. Already in a state of high alarm,
they hastily released their prisoners, ﬂun0’ open
the doors, and dashed out into the moonlmht
followed by showers of stones, mealy cob<
potatoes, pomegranates, orauges, and all the
handy weapons of South African Spmtual war-
fare that the
where ?  In the still moonlight they saw their
watchful comrades keeping their post in un-
disturbed silence. 'Waiting for no explanation,

caught his horse and galloped home as quickly
as possible.

The ““spook ” of the Little Tugela became
a far-famed and very troublesome ghost. The
manifestations were continued for two months,
during which the persecuted head of the house
was struck by a stone that nearly blinded him.
They then ceased for three years, being resumed
in March, 1872, but whether they continue

to the present day this deponent knoweth -

not, as he has not since been to the vicinity of
the haunted mansion.
A PRIVATE SEANCE,
A CASE FOR INVESTIGATION.

Last Friday night, at a séance at the resi-
dence of Mrs. W. E. Corner, 3, St. Thomas’s
Square, Hackney, London, at which nine or
ten guests were present, a young gentleman,
a private and non-professional trance medium,
went under control, and was made to utter
some statements the accuracy of which it would
be as well for some of our Australian readers
to investigate. The controlling spirit, who
spoke 1 deeply troubled tones, said that his
name was John Jones Markery, that he “died ”
at Windsor, Ballarat, about (he supposed) a
week prekusly ; that © Aune” was very kind
to him while ill, and wrapped him up in a
blanket while he was hot with fever; she also
brought a preacher to him, but it was no good.
Only about a week ago he had knocked her
down. He wanted to go back, but could not.
He was sorry that “ Anne” would not be able
to get his moncy out of the Post Office: the
number of his bank-book in Melbourne was
1,693. Qeorge Symes, a buteher at Ballarat
had some money of his, and would pay it to
anybody entitled to it; he wished “ Anne?”
knew . about it, so as to be able to make an
application. He had becn.a stonecutter, and
was born in Hackney. He did not know what
or who brought him to the medium, and he
felt as if awaking from a froubled slecp.

The medium himself docs not know whether
to believe in these controls, or whether he

?

makes unfounded utterances while in a mes-
meric state, so the question whether the forego-
ing information be true or false will be of
psychological interest. With other mediums
such messages have sometimes proved to be
accurate, and sometimes altogether untrue.

EXPERIMENTS IN MESMERISM.

On Thursday, last week, Mr. 8. R. Redman,
mesmerist, of Drixton Hill, London, perfor-
med a few experiments with two of his sen-
sitives, in Mr, Charles Blackburu’s room,
adjoining The Spiritualist office, in Museam
Street. He made his sensitives forget their
names and commit various acts, showing that
he had complete control over them. The ex-
periments were of the usual character. Several
times when he gave them coins or other small
objects, they dropped them as if they were ved
hot, and complained of being ‘burnt.” Mr.
Redman said that this effect was produced
without intention on his part, and that it was
a common thing for his sensitives to complain
of a burning influence coming from him.

He stiffcned onc of his sensitives by mes-
meric passes, so that whoen the head of the
latter rested on one chair and his hecls on the
other, with his body stretched out horizontally
in the air, Mr. Redman could kneel with his
whole weight on the centre of the body of the
sleeper, who retained his rigidly horizontal
position. He said that in the waking state
this could be done to some extent, but not
for nearly so long a time as when the sensitive
was 1n a mesmeric sleep.

Last Tuesday night, Mr. Redman gave a
public lecture on mesmerism at the Work-
man’s Hall, 65, Drury Lane, London. There
was a large attendance, He bandaged the
cyes of onc of his sensitives, who then follow-
ed him quickly at about one yard distance from
him, up and down the room, off and on the
. platform, and up and down a flight of stairs.
There was no hesitation of motion of the sen-
sitive or bending of the head, yet he mounted
steps and stairs as if he had the frec use of his
eyes. The lecturer said that he could do this
with but few sensitives, complete brain-sym-
pathy between the operatm and the subject
being necessary.

Mr. Redman then placed one of his sensi-
tives in a chair with his back to the observers,
and sent him to sleep, after which he made
passes first over the head of the slumberer, and
then over the head of one of the spectators.
He stated that that established a connection
. betwcen the two heads, and that the somnam-
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bulic sleeper would be able to see the “in- i

fluence ? on the head of the person among the
spectators. He then made the sleeper stand
up, and told him to fetch ““a rose” from the
head of one of the observers. The sensitive,
with a glassy stare, looked about for nearly
three minutes ; after this long pause he made
a sudden dash at the other person whose head
had been manipulated. This was repeated
several times.  But on one occasion, while Mr.
Redman’s back was twrned, the person in the
audience who had been manipulated on the
head, changed seats with another spectator
after three minutes delay the scnsitive made a
rush at the wrong man but who was in the right
seat. Mr. Redman, somewhat disconcerted,
stated that he had come there in honour and
good faith to play no tricks with the obscrvers,
whereas they were playing tricks upon him.
‘We think that the philosophy of the whole
matter was that the sensitive never saw any
influence on anybody’s head, but that these
were cases of mind-reading or brain-sympathy ;
that the threc minutes of gazing were expended
in establishing identity of mental impressions,
and that when Mr. Redman beclieved the
sensitive to have fixed upon the right man,
the somnambulist had the same conviction and
acted accordingly.

He made two scnsitives believe that they
were rival voters making platform speeches,
thereby creating an unlimited amount of
amusement.

One of the boys operated upon during the
evening, was known to Mr. Henry Hambleton,
the manager of the institution in which the
lecture was given ; he was also known to other
persons present. Mr. Redman waited fifteen
minutes for volunteer subjects from among the
numerous speectators ; two clderly and positive-
minded men underwent a trial, but he could
do nothing with them ; two boys also mounted
the platform, but they were frantically
beckoned off again by their mother.

——————

THE BRAIN AND ORGANS OF SENSE.

BY C¢. C. MASSEY

Mz. ArkiNson’s letter is interesting ; but I
must question whether it has any bearing on
the case deseribed by me. T was not ignorant
of the fact that local insensibility or relief can
be induced by mesmerism, without loss of con-
sciousness. But ancesthetics act directly on
the brain, occasioning complete loss of (appa-
rent) consciousness. Doubtless a particular
nerve may be influenced without acting on the
brain generally. But that is not the case with |

anwesthetics. Local ingensibility, when these
are uscd, 1s only the result of a general logs of
consciousness ; and the problem for which I
sought a solution was how, when the brain had
been paralysed by ether, any impression what-
ever could have been conveyed to the mind
from without. My friend must have somehow
or other known what was said, for on awaking
he answered relevantly. It seemed, and still
seems to me impossible that his brain should
have been the medium of communication. I
suggested one more subtle, yet not so subtle
as to elude the vibrations by which sound is
produced in a sentient being. It is a mere
conjecture, and may well be a worthless one ;
but unless Mr. Atkinson tells me that ether
or chloroform can be applied, like mesmerism,
to produce partial insensibility only, I cannot
think that his expericnce, and the facts he
mentions, interesting and important as they
are, have any application to the case.

April 5th.

PR . S —
ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

‘When so talented and thoughtful a writer
as the late lamented J. W. Jackson, treating
on “ Eternal Punishment,” ¢ European Devil
‘Worship,” and ¢ The Existence of Ivil,”
reminded us that ¢“The Omnipotent is every-
where, and wherever the Omnipotent is He
Reigns, even as Swedenborg would say, in the
hells ” — when he told us that ‘Under an
infinitely wise and powerful paternal govern-
ment, all punishment is remedial and all
suffering simply the discipline of an imperfect
and so erring creature for its ultimate good,”
his logic and perspicuity filled us with ad-
miration. But when Mr. Jackson remarked
in the context that ¢ Kternal Punishment,”
as well as the other specialities of the Augus-
tinlan and Calvimstic schools, was ¢ founded
not on Christ’s benign revelation, but on
Paul’s superficial metaphysies,” I stood aghast
at seeing this observation applied to the
dogma of ¢ Eternal Punishment,” and asked
mysclf how was it that so far-seeing a man as
My, Jackson could possibly have followed the
stale and reprchensible system of catching a
scapegoat anyhow, to bear the burden of an
unpropitious apothegm, rather than going
to the root of the matter at once.

Who, T ask, would have listened to St,
Augustine or Calvin, Luther, Torquemada,
or Arbuez, with the awe and dread with which
the Christian world has listened, if they had
had no other authority than even that of St.
Paul? I, for instance, St. Paul had coupled
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the dogma of Kternal Punishment of the
individual with, “To the rest speak I, not
the Lord,” who, I say, would under such ecir-
cumstance, have declared him infallible on
this point? Who, indeed, would have heeded
him onso fearful a subject, so stupendous an
assumption ? and, let me ask, can anyonc
point out any such assumption in the writings
of St. Paul at all ?

The entire foundation and the only founda-
tion for the authorship of this dreadful alleged
penalty fo the individual, 1s to be found in
the following words attributed to Jesus:
‘““ These shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment : but the righteous into life eternal.” I
say attribufed, because we have no proof of
these exact words, on which so much has hung,
(I say has hung advisedly) ever having been
said. One or two words more or less might
make an entire difference in the meaning, and
we have the stronger resson to belicve that
these were not the precise words used, because
Jesus has himself said that the Father keeps
the times and seasons in his own hands. And
again, speaking of a future event, he alleges
that neither the angels nor the Son knew
either the day or the hour when it would come
to pass; and one of these sayings occurred
after his death, and the other before it, shew-
ing that death made no change as regards
knowledge in that respect. Certainly these
words concerning * Eternal Punishment ”” were
not wriffen by Jesus himself. There may be an
interpolation of later date ; or there may have
been an omission of a word. ‘ Place of Eternal
Punishment,” would have made all the differ-
ence, supposing there werc such a place. This
one thing is certain, they are isolated words ;
nothing else from Jesus comes to verify or
accord with them. Destruction, perishment,
are predicated of our future by Jesus over and
over again; outer darkness; paying the last
mite ; paying the whole debt—are common
sayings of Jesus indeed; the few and many
stripes; the many of course having an end
as ‘well as the few, is a moral reminder that
few Spiritualists will be likely to gainsay, but
of the alleged decrease of ¢ Everlasting Punish-
ment” fo the individual, but one instance is
given, the one already quoted.

It would be useless to say that such an ex-
pression as that of individuals going into ever-
lasting fire means the same thing as going
into everlasting punishment : it does not. The
expression going into everlasting fire is but
cmphatic language for what almost every
Spirttualist believes ; not certainly that mate-

rial fire can hurt a spirit, if God, as is alleged,
‘sometimes makes his spirits a flame of fire,
but wmost, if not all Spiritualists, believe that
there is a Nemecsis for evil that none can -
escape, but a remedial Nemesis, however, as
Mr. Jackson affirms, a Nemesis that “saves,
yet so as by fire,” as St. Paul the cssential
medium of Jesus, after his death, alleges.

The Vestal Virgins, we know, kept np a
perpetual fire, but none would be so rash as
to assert that the same unhappy women always
fed the flame. No, they took their turn.
Even by man’s law justice is satisfied and sin
no longer imputed after a certain period,
whether aceruing through death or otherwise.
Prisons last much longer than the occupants,
so it is of fire.

Some persons are apt to think that Spirit-
ualists are very cxtraordinary people for not
liking to retain ¢“Bternal Punishment” in their
repertory at all hazards. We thank them, and
say in return, that though we may be poor in
grace, yet we can do without it, and we are
inclined to think that some would gladly
saddle us with a dogma which not only en-
riches them, but which would make us poor
indeed. We believe, with the talented author
of Other World Order, and of an admirable life
of Swedenborg, that, if sin lasts for ever, there
will be an cverlasting punishment of sin, for
sin bears its own punishment ; but, like him,
we do not believe in everlasting sinners, and
we think also, as St. Paul once expressed it,
that every man shall bear his own burden.
But as to everlasting punishment of the indi-
vidual, we are glad to hail its coming funeral,
if only on account of the misery and madness
it has brought upon the sensitive and the
weak, as well as because of the blasphemy and
unbelicf, the absurdities, the inconsistencies,
and above all the callousness of heart it has
brought upon the strong.  What other cause,
with an instinet of after life so generally im-
planted in the bosom of mankind, could have
drawn so many to steel themselves to deny
any future life at all 7 What other cause could
have called forth the hateful but ridiculous
malediction of Luther against Zuingluis, who,
simply because the latter differed mn o single
point from the Wittenberg idea of the Seriptures,
pronounced him (Zuingluis), as ¢ damned from
all eternity,” and who, from the same reason,
used to ejaculate * Whenover I pray, I pray
for a curse upon Erasmus !’* Now Zuingluis
and Erasmus were two of the most notable and
honoured Christians of their day. What
caugsed the fury of Torquemada and Pietro
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d’Arbuez, and the rest of the cruel inquisitors,
but the firm belief in ¢ Eternal Punishment,”
and chiefly the desire to save thew own
skins? He might not have been so very bad
a boy who threw stones at the frogs. DBut the
frogs could hardly think well of him. True,
the frogs had bold cyes; and it was presump-
tuous to rise by their own intention even by a
hop ; and, above all, provoking to swim at
their own will 1n pleasant streams, where no
boy could follow them, and where there was
no asking, “by your leave.”

The Churches of Cliristendom have been
passing, of late, through a solemn .season, the
ey notes of which were not only the contempla-
tion of motives to forsake sin, but to manifest
sympathy with suffering, mental and Dbodily.
Then came the release from bodily suffering
by death, All this highly typical and em-
blematical of the trials of humanity. A ve-
lease by death, I say, but no release from
labour. Previous to the day of rejoicing over
the spirit of the dead arising and appearing to
many, there was a day of seeming repose; so,
many who had attended the services all through
the first six days of the weck, stayed at home
on the seventh, making it a day of quiet, and
regarding it as a day of little importance in
the Chrstian year. But blind were they.
That scventh day of apparent repose is to the
crowds personally, who had thronged the
Churches for those other six days, the bright-
est day of the whole Christian year, espeecially
to hose who are couscious of sin, for on that
day it was that Jesus, though so lately dead,
had not rested, but had hasted to preach to
sinful spivits, spirits who were said to have
been so evil when in the flesh that the
world was flooded on their acecount. Surely
no smners can be worse than these, and
yet Jesus preached to their spirits after death,
not of course, to mock them, but to put them
at least into the way of progress !

‘What haste—supposing the words of eternal
damnation to have been really, though
certainly but once only expressed during the
trials and contradictions of ecarth-life—swhat
haste, I say, was there in this act of preaching
to sinful spirits, with not an hour's delay in
order to cancel and annul those words of
haste. Let it not bo said that His word can-
not be cancelled. For the words were spoken,
as all the churches affirm by the very same
great spirit, who, in a pre-existent state, had
declared not only that he could, but that he
would annul his own decree, and not only a
decree but an everlasting decree: “1 said,

indeed, that thy house and the house of thy
father should walk before me for cver,” but
now the Lord saith, ‘“Be it far from me.”
This is enough to give me the highest Christian
authority for the reversal of an alleged ever-
lasting decree, and on scriptural grounds.

The preaching of Jesus immediately after
his death to the “spirits in prison ” is remark-
able in many ways. They are said to have
been dead two thousand years, and yet they still
existed, so they had not been destroyed, they

. had not perished, were not annihilated, though
' they certainly may be said to havesufiered many
i stripes.
* darkness we cannot tell, and whether they had
. paid the uttermost farthing is doubtful; but
. of this we are certain, the beneficent preaching

Whether they had been in outer

to which they were now happily subjected
could not but have put them :in the way of
progress, for that was its object.

Let mo conclude, asI began, by a few
words of logic from that clear-headed man,
the late Mr. J. W. Jackson, on “Devil Wor-
ship,” and ¢ Eternal Punishment.” He says
i Human Nature, of October 1869, “ Let any
psychologist realise to himself the condition
of mind implied in the acceptation of such
dogmata ; the madequate faith in truth and
rectitude, the ignorant belief in the perma-
nent power of fraud and violence, the luuited
1dea of good, the exaggerated conception of
evil, the utter and hopeless confusion of
thought as to the oxistence and operation of
law in the spiritual sphere, and he will at once
sec that the religious teaching which involves
such absurdities and contradictions must tend
as far as its happily declining influence is
really affected, to rear up a priesthood who
are tyrants, and a laity who are slaves.”

ScruTATOR,
———————e e
A VOICE FROM LAODICEA.
(Coneluded).

BY FRANK PODMORE, B.A. (OXON.), F.C.8.

They make but a slight impression on hi
mental vision, which is constantly dirccted
on other objects: just as things which are
scen only at the side of the retina are without
colour and of indistinet form. He does not
refuse to sec them; he often has not the
power to do so, or at best can only clearly
realise them by distinet and repeated efforts
of will. :

Men of science, on the other hand, retor
that Spiritualists generally belong to the
second class. They believe in the phenomena
and aseribe them to spirit agency, because
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they are altogether on one side of the gencral
current of thoughtin ourage. Their thought-
forms. or scientific instinets, are so lhttle
developed, that they will reeeive anything, not
pereeiving its incongruity with other depart-
ments of knowledge. And it must be con-
fessed that we do meet with Spiritualists of
this type, who believe all things. only beeause
they are ineapable of appreeiating either the
magunitude or the difficulties of that which
they believe.  Now, I suppose we arc all agreed
that over-credulity is a very bad thing indeed.
Like the hustings orator in the Biglow
papers,

‘“We allow that a man should go tolerable strong
Against wrong in the abstract, for that kind of wrong
Is always unpopular and never gets pitied,
Because it’s a crime no one never committed.”

But our difficulty is not an abstract, but a
practical one. Who shall show us the golden
mean between seepticism and credulity 2 Are
my audicnee to-night the philosophers, and I,
who doubt, the fool : or am I thephllosolmhcr"
This is the question we would have answered ;
15 this inspiration of the scicntifie sense a tr ue
inspiration or mnot, when it leads men to
decide against the truth of Spiritualism ?

Now we have scen that similar claims of
infallibility have been set up for other senses;
and we have scen these other semses proved
untrustworthy. Ilor the moral sense of the
savage bids him kill and eat his grandmother,
ajeustom whieh would here meet with universal
condemnation. And the geometrical sense has
never told us anything about objects of four
dimensions, and would altogether repudiate
two straight lines wlich should enclose a
space, atriangle whose interior angles were not
cqual to two nght angles, or parallel straight
lines whichmet when they were out of sight. So,
obviously, the scientific sense may occasionally
crr.  And when 1t does err, it ean be convicted
of error, and its disciples reclaimed only by
the same means whieh have convineed those
who have been misled by these other intui-
tions of the error of their ways,—by reason,
to wit, and the evidence of the bodily scnses.
For as the belief of the scientific man in
certain laws governing the physieal universe,
has been built up on the direct evidence of
the senses through many generations; so his
belief in other newer laws modifying and en-
larging the old oncs, can only be organised by
the constant repetition of evidence of a similar
character., It 1s not the will so much as the
power to believe which 1s lacking., But the
power can be cultivated, if the will is there.

Just as the sailor learns b) coustant practice,
to discern objeets on the horizon, which to the
landsman are invisible ; or the chemist to
distingish between odours, which to the un-
initiate are all equally pungent ; so by diligent
practice, I apprehend, the fuenlty for believing
m these phenomena may be developed when
the rudiments are present.  Constant fami-
liarity with the thing and the idea are all the
neecssary conditions if the phenomena be
genuine. It i1s unreasonable to expeet that
the results from such a process should be
otherwise than gradual.  You are watching
not an aetion, but a growth. Time and time
only will shew on which side lies the truth.
If on the side of the Spiritualists, the world
can no more ultimately believe these things
to be false, thanany but a monk could boho\e
that the Sun is a flat dise six feet across, and
the stars lesser lghts shining to brighten the
darkness of earth.

Tt secis probable that even professed Spirit-
ualists feel the need of constantly familiarising
themselves with their phenomena. 1 eamnot
otherwise account for the fact that so many
amongst them are in the constant habit of
attending séances, at which nothing but the
same elementary manifestations are fo he wit-
nessed.  To spend four hours a week in
listening to jokes by * TPeter,” and being
knocked on the head by a vagrant musical
box, secems an eecupation hardly worthy of the
apostle of a new faith. But the else anomalous
circumstance, that many sensible people are
willing so to waste their time, finds a ready
explanation in the supposition that Spirit-
ualists themselves often feel the influence of
hereditary thought-forms too strong for their
new won belief ; that this latter, Anteus-like,
dies when raised from the earth.  For mysclf,
I am pleased with the explanation, for it
would tend to shew that we are ot so very
far removed from you, when all 1s said.  1f
you have your intervals of doubt, we have
ours of faith, comparable i duration to the
revolving lantern of the Start Lighthouse,
which shows a brief flash of light for six
seconds, and is dark for the other fifty-four.
But T trust that I shall offend noune by such
a supposition. 1f your faith is mot perfeet,
the fault is not your own. For once break the
maxim “ De mortuis nil nisi bomumn,” and
on the dead lay the Dblame of our chequered
doubt, and of your imperfect faith :—the back of
cighteen centuries is strong emough to bear

.;’g it all.

Lastly, it is eertain that this reluctance on
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the part of the world to accept new truth is
not altogether evil; is perhaps altogether good.
The mfluenee that malkes 1t so hard for & new
truth to gamn a foothold now, is the surest
guarantec that that foothold once gained, it
shall never be displaced. Itis this tremendous
vis inertiee of custom that 1s the guardian of
all in faith and morality that we most eherish.
The twin forees of change and conservation
arc ever in equilibrium, and ever advaneing
our soctal state. If, without the first, we
should be stercotyped like the Eastern eiviliza-
tions, without the other we should sink still
lower, to the level of thesavage, unable to
guard to-morrow, the good which he has won
to-day. If Spirituahsm with all its present
extravagance, grotesqueness, absurdity. could
at once gain the adhesion of the world, do you
think that that world would be the better
for it? Will its most fanatical supporter answer
m the affirmative ? At the best we should
gain a more or less distinet perception of a
universe that scems but an enlarged edition
of this, with the folly and the purposclessness
somewhat more accentuated. But in
probability. we should not attain even that
certainty of a future life, but in its stead an un-
limitcd license to shape our own future, and
that of our fellows, as we please.  We might
still agreo with the ordinary behief that all
alike are to live on. or we might hold, that
some ouly are to be preserved, and the rest to
share the fate suggested in the ¢ Phado,”
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having worn out one or two bodies to be cast -

aside as fatlures, and revert to nothinguess.
Instead of priests, we should have medinms:
for scrmons, trance addresses. And in place
of oue faith and one morality, we should be
free to choose between a dozen systems, of
Theosophy, Christian  Spiritualism, Reincar-
nationatism, Comprehensionalism, Iarmonial
Philosophy, and the like. And it is to be
fearcd lest in the endless warfare of creeds

and teachers, many would grow to doubt
whether there be any morality at all.  And

what have you to offer that would replace all
that we should lose ? No.
‘‘Leave thon thy sister when she prays,
Her early IHeaven, her happy views,
Nor thou with shadow’d hint eonfuse
A lifo that leads melodions days.

““ Her faith thro’ form is pure as thine,
Her hands are quicker unto good;
Oh, sacred be the flesh and blood,
To which she links a truth divine.”
There was a law in some old Greek State, that
the citizenu who moved the repeal of an old
measure, or the adoption of & new one, should

2
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move it with a rope round his neck. It was
a salutary law, and doubtless, whilst it
quenched muehshort-livedrevolutionary ardour,
and cooled the hot blood of youth, and the
litemperate zeal of the fanatie, 1t would be in
the path of the true reformer, the man of strong
purpose and far forecthought, but as a feather
to be blown aside. And that law in spirit
has never been repealed.  Before she ean gain
a hearing, Spiritualism must prove herself
wortly to be heard, clse the rope is round her
neek, and her shrift will be a short one. But
if she be very sure of the message that she
bears, let her take heart. TFor opposition
can only define, ridicule ean ouly strengthen,
and scepticism purify what 1s true ; whilst
they annihilate falschood. It 1s good that
cach new doctrine should have its spurs to
win.  The young kimght’s hand will be the
stronger for the blows that he gives; his
armour the brighter for the blows that he
receives. ¢ Merses profundo pulchrior evenit.”
Truth will rise the fairer from the waters that
overwhelm her.
—

Mr. A. MorreLL, of Keighloy telegraphs to us that
if Mr. Matthews had pleaded * guilty ' to the charge
against him, he wonld havo Dbeen fined instead of
imprisoned.

At a recent séance at tho resideneo of Captain John
James, 129, Gower Streot, London, the spirits again
eut ont with seissors in pitehy darknoess, the profile of
a head, which had been drawn on paper for the
purpose.

Last Sunday evening, Mrs. Flotcher delivered an
oxcellent address at the Steinway Hall, on tho oceasion
of the thirty-second anniversary of the advent of Modern
Spiritnalism ; we will publish an abstraet thercof next
weok. Mr. Stainton Moses also addressed the meeting.

Ax Extraowpivanry Coixcipexce.—The most extra-
ordinary instance of the romantic voyagings of an oeean
waif which over ocenrred, or is likely to oceur, is re-
lated by a brother of Felivia Homans, who was an
officer on board the ill-fated transport, Birkenhead.
At the moment tho foundering of the ship was foresocn,
when this gentleman considered his fato inovitable, bo
wont below, wrote a messago to his friends, plae_ed itin
a bottle, which he corked and sealed, and committed to
the waves. Mo was ono of tho reseued. A few yoars
afterwards, while Lo was stationed on one of the West
India islands, he happened to be walking on the beach
when a bottlo was thrown ashore at his feet. He took
it up and examined it, and, to hisamazement, dis-
coverod that it was the identieal bottle ho had east over
the bulwarks of the sinking ship off the coast of
South Africa. If a novelist were to invent an ineident
like this, he would be scouted for drawing too largely
on human erednlity.—Standard.

To Correspondents.

I. H. C., Rocuester: You have not enclosed your name and
address. ) .

Cax any reader of theso pages oblige us with the present
address of Madame Card, the Mesmerist # We also fvxsh or the
prosent nddress of ‘* Loule " late of the Royal Aquarium.
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In thirty years Spiritualism has spread through all the most
civilised countries on tho globe, until it now has tens of thou-
sands of adherents, and about thirty periodicals. It has also out-
lived the same popular abuse which at tho ontset opposed rail-
ways, gas, and Galileo’s diseovery of the rotation of the carth.

The- Dialeetical Society, under the presideney of Sir John
Lubboek, appointed a large committee, whieh for two years
investigated the phenomena oeenrring in the presenec of non-
professional mediums, and finally reported that the faets were
true, that the raps and other noises governed by intelligenco
were real, and that solid objeets sometimes moved in the
presence of mediums without being touched.

Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S., editor of the Quarterly Journal of
Science, devisor of the radiometer, and discoverer of tho new metal
thallium, investigated the phenomena of Spiritnalisin in his own
house, and reported them to be true. Mr. A. R. Wallace, Mr.
Cromwell Varley, Prof. Zillner,and a great number of intelligent
professional men have done the same.

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT IHOME.

Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin by
forming eireles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
stranger to the family present.

The assertions of a fow newspnpers, eonjurors, and men of
seienee that the alleged phenomena are jugglery aro proved to bo
untrue by the fact that manifestations aro readily obtained by
private families, with no stranger present, and without deeeption
by any member of the family. At the present timo there are
only abont half a dozen professional mediums for the physieal
phenoinena in all Great Britain, consequently, if these were all
tricksters (which they are not), they are so few in number as to
be unable to bear out tho imposture theory as the foundation of
the great movement of modern Spiritualisin. Readers shonld
proteet themselves against any impostors who may tell them that
the phenomena are not real, by trying simple home experiments
which cost nothing, thns showing how ecgregiously those are
duped who trust in worthless authoritics.

One or more persons posscasing medial powers without know-
ing it are to be found in nearly every household, and about ono
new circle in three, formed aceording to the following instrue-
tions, obtains the phenowmena :—

1. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no interrap-
tion for one honr dnring the sitting of the eircle.

2. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about
the same number of cach sex. 8it in subduedlight, but sufficient
to allow everything to be seen clearly, round an uncovered
wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in eontact with its
top surface. Whether tho hands touch each other or not is of
Jittle importanee. Any tablo will do.

3. Belief or nnbelief has no influence on the manifestations,
but an aerid feeling against them is weakening.

4. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engago in
general eonversation or in singing, and it i3 best that neither
should be of a frivolous naturo.

5. The first symptom of tho invisible power at work is often a
feeling like a eool wind swecping over the hands. The first
indieations will probably be tablo-tilting or raps.

6. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely,
to avoid confusion let one person only speak; ho should talk to
the tablo as to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table that
three tilts or raps mean ‘ Yes,”” one means ““ No," and two mean
“Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is understood.
If three raps be given in answer, then say, ¢ If I speak the
letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every time I come
to the letter you want, and spell ns out a message?’” Should
three signals be given, set to work on the plan proposed, and
from this time an intelligent system of cominunieation is
established.

7. Possibly symptoms of other forms of medinmship, such as
trance or eclairvoyanee, may dcvelop ; tho better elass of
messages, 88 judged by their roligious and philorophical merits
nsually accompany such manifestations rather than tho imore
objective phenomena. After the manifestations are obtained,
the observers should not go to the olther extremo and give way
to an excess of eredulity, but should belicve no more abont them
or the eontents of the messages than they are forced to do by
undeniable proof.

8. Should uo results be obtained at the first two séauces becauso
no medium ehanees to be present, try again with other sitters.
A medium is nsually an impulsive individual, very sensitive to
mesmeric influenees.

Mediumship may either be nsed or abused. Mediums shonld
not lower their strength by sitting more than about twico a
week ; angular, excitable people, had better avoid the nervous
stimulus of mediumship altogether.
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OTHER-WORL ORDER:
Suggestions and Conclusions thcx:eon
By WILLIAM WHITE,

Mr. White’s contention is that there isplace and use
iu the divine economy for all varicties of men and
women ; and that there is not any one, however per=-
verse oT insignificaut, who is not created for some
function in universal humanity. As to the question of
everlasting punishment, Mr, White maintains an
original position. If aslied whether he believes in the
everlasting punishmemt of sinners, he answers Yes; but
if asked Whether he believes in everlasting sinners, he
answers, No. All the confusion, perplexity, and
anguish which exists as to the futuro life ariso from
the constant assumption that the everlasting punish-
ment of sin is identical with the everiasting existence
of sinners. Sin or transgression has been, is, and ever
will be eternally punished ; torment and misery arc
everlastingly inseparablo from wrong-doing ; and
pricisely becausc inscparable, the wrong-docr
must, sooner or later, cease from wrong-doing. In
short, the everlasting punishment of sin is sure
warrant for the impossibility of everlasting sinners,

E. W. ALpex, 11, Ave Maris-lane, E.C.

§PALSE LIGHTS and DARK SPOTS
L in Spiritualism, by Christian Rcimers. One
Shilling.

K, W. ALLE¥, Ave Maria-lane, London.

Price Two Shillings. Post Free. Clath. Red Edges.
SPIRITUALISM.
By P. P. ArExanpERr, M.A,,

Author of 3ill and Carlyle, Moral Causation, etc.

This work contains among other items of interest a
reeord of phenomena observed at séances by theauthor,
and a elose criticism of somo of the writings of Tro-
fessor Tyndall about Spiritualism.

““Alr.” Alexander is unquestionably a very clever
writer.”—Saturday Reciew.

The Spiritwalist Newspaper Branch Office, 33,

Musecume-strect, London, W.C.,

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENO-
MENA OF SPIRITUALISM, by William
Crookes, F.R.8, The best work ever published to
scientifically demonstrate, by means of self-recording
and other instruments, the reality of some of.tpe
physical phenomena of Spiritualizm, 58, The Spt:lt-
ualist Newspaper Branch Office, 33, Museum-st., W.C.

B; EDIUMSHIP: 1TSS NATURE
AND VARIETIES.—A Pamphlet containing
useful infornnation for those who hold, or are about to
hold, spirit eircles in their own homes, Published at
The Swiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 33,
Museum-street, London, W.C. Drice 1d.; Post free
for 14d; or six copies post free for 6d.

APHAEL'S PROPHETIC MES-
SENGER AND EPIIEMERIS for 1880, Con-~
taining Predictions of the Yvents and the Weather
that are likely to occur during the year 1880, with a
large Hieroglyphie. A
‘“Raphael’s" is the oldest and best Astrological
Alinanae now published. Ifeforetold thegreat floods,
sad colonial  calamitics, and all the principal
events of the current year, even to the present Afghan
War! Buy, read, and judge it for yourself,
Post freo 7d. 5 with Ephemeris, 13d.
London: 8, B, CaTry, 12, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.

RITISH NATIONAL ASSQOCIA-
TION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 38, Great Russell-
street, Bloomsbury. This organisation comprising
several hundred members, has public offices, a reading
roomn and library, with a secrctary in attendance to
receive visitors and answer inquiries, For tcrms,
information as to adances, &c., apply to the Secrctary,
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to 6 p.m.

ARIS.—TO SPIRITUALISTS

is offered a comfortable Social Ilomo in a con-
venient part of the city, by an English brother. Tho
apartments can only accommodate four persons.
Terms, board and all included, £3 per week each; or
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room, Address, 8, C,,” caro of Mr. Bedford, Y, Rue
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HE BANNER OF TIGHT: the

oldest journaldevoted to the Spiritual Philosophy
in the world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-
place, Boston., Mass, Colby and Rieh, publishers and
roprictors. lsanc B. Rich, busiuess manager;
suther Colby, editor 3 aided by a large corps of ablo
writers. The Banner 18 a first-class eight-paged fainily
paper, contnining forty columns of interesting and
1nstructive reading, embracing a literary department,
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“RIFDS IN THE VEIL.”

A Colleetion of choice poems and prize essays given
through mediumship, also of articles and poems writ-
ten by Spiritualists. ~ A useful book to place in the
public libraries, and to present or send to those who
are unacquainted with Spiritualism,. Itcontainsmuch
about the religious aspects of Spiritualism, given
thirough the writing mediumship of ““M.A. (Oxon),”
and is one of the most refined and clegant works ever
printed in conneetion with the movement.
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XXX VII.—spiritual  Manifestations among the
Fakirs in India. By Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor
of Natural Philosophy, Berne ; translated from Payehic
Studies (Leipzig) by Emily Kislingbury.

XXXIX.—The Poetry of Seience. By W. 1L Harri-
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Inspirational Poetry.
“POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE.”

With a Preface describing the spiritual state of trance
during which some of the poems were given.
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1.—The Prayer of the Sorrowing—I1. The Song of
Truth—1I1, The Embarkation—IV. Kepler's Vision—
V. Love and Latin—VI. The Song of the North—VTI,
The Burial of Webster—VIII. The Parting of Sigurd
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Life—XXIJ. Love—XXII, “TFor a’ that"-XXIII1,
Words of Cheer—XXIV. Resurrexi—XXV. The
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EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’études
psychologiques, fonde par Allan Xardec, ap-
pears on the st of every month. Price, 1 franc.
Published by the Societe Anonyme, 5, Rue Neuve des
Petits Champs, Paris,  Post-Office orders payable to
Leymarie,

Just Published. Price §s. 6d. TPost free,
SPIRITUALISM AS A NEW
BASIS OF BELIEF.

By Joux S, FARMER.

CONTENTS.
CrAPTER 1: —The Existing Breach between
Modern Culture and the Popular Faith,
CraPTER 11t—2lodern Thought verses Modern Facts

CmaprER  111:—The Attitude of the Religious
World towards Modern Spirituslism.

CuapTER IV:—The Popular Faith and the Claims
of Spiritnalism as 2 Renewal of Revelation,

CHAPTER V :—The New Bases of Belief,

Cuaprkr VI :—Inspiration and Revelation: their
Nature and Source.

CuapTEr VII:—The Identity of Bible Facts and
Spiritual Phenomena.

CrapTEr V1I1:—TPopular Errors and Objections
to Spiritualism Explained and Answered.

CnaPTER IX:; — Immortality in the Light of
Modern Spiritualism.

Will be sent by the Author on receipt of Stamps or
P.0.0. (P.0.0’s made payable at Akerman-road,
Brixton, S.W,), Address, J. 8. Farmer, 96, Holland
Road, Brixton, 8,W. ‘lrade supplicd by E. W. Allen,
11, Ave Maria Lane, E.C,

NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS
— 3l Containing instructions
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES
AT HOME,

‘With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium present,
may be obtained at The Spiritualist Newspapet Branch
Office, price
300 for Sixpence, post free, or-500 for Ninepence,
post free.

These leaflets are specially suitable
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEETINGS,

And in localities where mediums and spirit circles
are not numerous.

The Spiritualist says:—Contention about Spiritual-
ism and mediums should be avoided, and action sub-
stituted. The real strength of Spiritualism lies far
more in its facts than in clamouring about them ; the
facts, therefore, should be multiplied by the wholesale
dissemination of printed information how to form
circles in the homes of private fanilies. A proportion
of those who receive the information will try experi-
ments, and thosc who obtain the phcnomena in their
own homes will at once irrevorably recognise as im-
postors or disreputable unsafe guides, those news-
papers and individuals who state authoritatively that
the facts are not true, If every Spiritualist makes it
binding upen hiwmself te ‘drop about’ or distribute
five hundred of the leatiets, containing instructions how
to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will be
deluged with uscfulinformation, and such a number of
mediums will spring np in private familics, as to
rapidly increase the knowledge of truths cnlcu_lated to
beneflt in the highest degree this materialistic, con=
sequently irreligious age.
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NATURAL APERIENT.—
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pression, and the injuiious effects of stimulants and
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proper condition (by natural means). Use EXNO'S
FRUIT SALT. You cannot overstate its great value
in keeping the blood pure and free from disease.

('NO’S FRUIT SALT.—“14, Rue

4 de la Paix, Paris.—A Gentleman called in
yesterday. He is a constant sufferer from chronie
dyspepsia, and has taken all sorts of mineral waters,
I'recommended him to give your Salt a trial, which he
did, and received great benefit, e says he never
knew what it was to be without pain until he tried
your Salt, and for the future shall never be without it
in the house.””—M. BERaAL.

TNO'S FRUIT SALT.—  After suf-

fering for nearly two and a half years from sc-
vere headache and disordered stomach, and after iry-
ing almost everything and spending much money
without finding any benefit, I was recommended by &
friend to try ENO'S FRUIT SALT, and before I had
finished one bottle I found it doing mec a great deal of
good, and now I am restored to my usual health; and
othersI know that have tried it have not enjoyed such
good health for years.—Yours most truly, Roserr
Humenreys, Post Office, Barrasford.”

“ QUOCESS IN LIFE.”~A newin-

vention i8 brought before the publicand com-
mands success. A score of abominable imitations are
immediately introduced by the unserupulous, who, in
eopying the original closely enough to deceive the
ublic, and yet not so exactly as to infringe upon
egal rights, exercise an ingenuity that, employed in
an original channel, could not fail to securc reputa-
tion and profit.—ADANMS.

CAUTION.—Ezamine each lottle and see the capsule ig
marksd “ENO'S FRUIT SALT.” Without,you have
been imposed on by a worthless imitation, Sold by all
Chemists, Price 2¢. 9d. and 43, 6d.

Prepared only by J. 0. ENO'S
PATENT, at ENO’S FRUIT SALT
WORKS, Hatcham, London, 8.E.

Price Five Shillings. Crown 8vo, richly gilt,
THE LAZY LAYS
AND TROSE IMAGININGS.
RY WILLIAM I. lIARRISON,

An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of I'oetieal and
Prose Writings, Grave and Gay,

Strougly recommended by reviews in The, Morning
Post, Graphic, Court Journal and some twenty or thirty:
other standard journals, :

The gilt device on the cover designed by Florenes
Claxton and tho Author.

CoNTENTS,

ParT L—~Miscellaneous Poems and Prose Writings,

1. The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song ot
the Newspaper Editor.—3. The Song of the Pawn-
broker.—4. The Castle.—5. The Lay of the Fat Man
—6. The Poetry of Science.—7. How Hadji al Shaca.
bac was Ihotographed (a leiter from 1Iadji al Shaca-
bac a gentleman who visited Loudon on busiuess
connected with a Turkish Loau, to Ali Mustapha
Ben Buckram, Chicef ot the College of Howling Der-
vishes at Constantinople.)—8. The Lay of the Broad-
Brimmed TTat.—9. 8t. Bride’s Bay.—10. The Lay of
the Market Gardener.—11, ** Fast falls the Eventide,”
12. Our Raven.—I13. Materialistic Religion —14. The
Lay of the Photographer.—15. How to Double the
Utility of the Printiug Press.—16. The Soug of the
Mother-in-Law.—17. Firbel-bewegung.—18." ** Poor
Old Joe!”—19, The ITuman Hive.—20. The Lay of
the Mace-Bearers.—21. A Love Song.—22. A Vision.
—23. * Under the Limes.”’—24. The Angel of Silence.

PART 2.—The Wobblejaw Ballads, by Anthony

Wobblejmo,

25, The Public Analyst.—26, General Grant’s Re-
eeption at Folkestone.—27. The Rifle Corps.—28.
Tony's Lament.—29, The July Bug.—30, The Con-
verted Carman,

. From The AMorning Post.

The Morning Post, which strongly recommends the
book ina review nearly a column long, says : ~-*‘Comie
literature which honéstly deserves the epithet scems
to be rapidly becoming a thing of the past; couse-
quently any writer who, like Mr. 1Iarrison, exhibits a
genuine vein of humour, deserves the praise of all who
are not too stupid to enjoy an innocent laugh. Not
that his muse restricts herself only to such lighter
utterances ; on the contrary, some of his poems touch
on the decpest and most sacred feelings of our eommon
humanity. . . . The unfortunate adji’s narrative
of his adventures amongst the magicians of White~
chapel is quite one of the funniest things that has
been published for years. . . . The book contains
quite enough to ensure it a welcome from which its
tasteful appearance will not detrnet.” The Morning
Post says of The Wabblejaw Ballads—“ No one can
help laughing at them,” and it says that the rhymes
are pitched in '‘something like the same key as The
Bon Gaulticr Ballads ov The Biglow Papers, with an
appreciably successful result,”

¥rom The Court Journal,

“ All are of marked ability. . . . Occasionally
we find verse of great beauty, showing that the author
possesses the pure poetic gift.”

From The Graphie.

“Those who can appreciate genuine, unforced
bumour should not fail to read The Lazy Lays and
Prose Imaginin%.v. Written, printed, published and
reviewed by William . ITarrison (38, Great Itusscll-
street. DBoth the verses and the short essays are
really funny, and in some of the latter there 18 a vein
of genial satirc which adds viquaney to the fun. 7%he
Lay of the Newspaper KEditor is  capital if rather
severe, and so is The Lay of the Mace-bearers; but vne
of the most laughable bits is the Turk's acccunt cof
how he went to be photographed.”
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A scientifically accurate description of Manifestations
recently produced by Spirits, and
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“Asa dispassionate scientific inan he appears to have
investignied the subjeet withont pre-conceived ideus,
. and the result of his examinuation has been to identify
his opinions with those of Mcssrs. Varley, Crooks and
Wallace, in favour not only ofthe absolute reality of
the phenomnena, but alo of the genuineness of the com-
muniecatiens alleged to be given by the spirits of the de-
parted. Into the vexed question of a priori objections
to Mr. larrizon’s opinions we shall not now enter.  We
will only say that lis descriptions of facts are couched
in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that he ap-
pears to have exhausted every reasonable test whicl his
experience led him tomake, and that the whole touc of
the book (which is singulariy free from dogmatie pre-
tension) is rigorously logical.,””—Publie Opinion,
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