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BY EDWARD W. COX, SERJEANT-AT-LAW, PRESIDENT OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY OP GREAT BRITAIN.

Psychology may best be learned and taught by example. 
There is no fitter exercise for master and pupil alike than 
analysis of character, and from its development in action and 
speech to trace the mental structure that so manifests itself. 
It is not too much to assert that more knowledge of the 
forces by which the mechanism of man is moved and directed, 
and of the methods of their action, will be obtained from one 
such examination of the conduct and motives of an individual 
human being than could be gleaned from, a hundred lectures 
by metaphysicians dealing only with abstractions, conjectures, 
and d priori argument.

Eut better even than the study of the psychology of a man 
living, or who has lived, is the study of some one of the crea
tions with which genius has so largely supplied the world; 
better, inasmuch as they are more open to inspection, more 
familiar, and therefore substantially more real to 'us than any 
actual personage can ever be. So much of every living man 
is carefully concealed from view—is, in fact, known only to 
himself—that he who has most opened his life and thoughts ' 
to the inspection of his fellow-creatures has doubtless re
pressed a great deal more than he has revealed. Of all the 
writers who have produced studies for the psychologist 
Shakespeare is beyond measure the greatest, and of. all the 
characters Shakespeare has created there is none so much the 
subject of controversy as Hamlet. ' Libraries have been 
written upon him, and yet the theme is not exhausted. It 
is debated as eagerly and hotly as ever. But it is not as a 
literary controversy that I ask your attention to it. It is as 
a psychological study.

The combatants are about equally divided in number' and 
weight. The question over which they contend is contained 
in three words: “Was Hamlet mad?” “Yes, decidedly,” 
says one party. “ Certainly not,” . shouts the other party. 
“ But he acts the madman,” returns the first. “ He only 
shams madness,” retorts the other. Proofs are adduced by 
both parties that strongly support the contention of each. 
It seems to me that the long continuance of this dispute, as 
in all debatable questions of science, indicates that ' somehow 
the inquirers are upon the wrong path, and that to discover 
the truth we should look in some other direction than that 
which has been taken so long without decisive results.

My purpose in this paper is to suggest another view of the 
question, based, not upon the old but upon the new mental 
physiology. We have emancipated ourselves from the meta
physicians for the study of mind generally. We have ' lately 
taken to deal with mind as we deal with the subject-matter 
of all physical science, and, banishing a priori argument and 
speculative abstractions, 'we have begun to build up a real 
science of mind' and soul upon the sure and safe foundation of 
fads. We look about us to see what is the action of the 
mechanism of man in its normal and its abnormal conditions; 
what it does; what phenomena it exhibits; how mind and 
soul express themselves in action. Then putting all these 
facts together, we are confident that we can erect as sound 
and secure a structure for psychology as has been erected for 
the other sciences by the same process. ■'

The purpose of this paper is, to employ this modern method 
of investigation upon the much-debated character of Hamlet 
and see what comes of it—if it may not lead us to something 
more like a solution of the problem, “ Madness or no mad
ness?” which, has hitherto absorbed almost wholly the 
thoughts and energies of the combatants.

The method I suggest is that we should first see what is 
the mental structure of Hamlet, as shown by his acts and 
words. ' Then I, think it will be ' found that this mental

I
 structure explains the mystery—without resorting to the 

strange conclusion that the man who says some of the wisest 
things that ever were uttered was a lunatic. .

For remember what madness is. It is disease of the 
structure of the brain, or of some part of it, causing irregular 
or incomplete performance of some of its functions. Eccen- 

I tricity, theresult ofstructure, is not madness, noa allifd to
[madness. Ifnaturalmental rSrocture—thatwhich wae bom 

with him, th.ot tvhirSl maltm him Homlel, and not any cHinr 
person—willexplam hir actinns m the elay, the' tlcmatir tOdoro 
mudn be aban dc^nud.

Cs aniologyO hhil t o bean ^provem theucy. The dy ctltlla 
Ih phrenology, that the bramis the otgan of imrcl, and tilal 

eeatatbpaolseO the brain have specific mental functions, I 
hold to be established, although it is more than doubtful if 
we have aIc ertaened whan ucrtiruiar portrnns oh thebrido

ore ppocopniatedtu thosefunttions. But I aceide, ass ertpUl 
tish(^d, thar hnarystt ofthe nhnd whtehphrenologya.ctworked 
hot atid fOrtoUfhltt^!^e’cUoIpnac:^t icience owed to tt o bt^l^t; of 
hratSluWe. Iemplon thhtm apof ulie mmfal facuttios, rot 

t UaiyPtlnhlf tt dr on judgmnnt corract, buc pIso becoufe
Ilf tsgemu•a^dinSeSligtbto. ' o ■

^amlftlt madifetSly so nhfeatA't/O’temphrarornCl Hd. barkf 
thu of hopp. ICsu theuharactpeistiror snrhadispcsit

ticn tonnse grists—tm look sm OCo ^^^i^^.o 8^ uf Uhmgs. Hit 
itris soperaance on gib stage introduces us at once to this 
marired OoaSure. OVe tof tOe son stilt gairuieg tor His dead 
Opthfr, and who ovould mh bh lrmOof•Sed. Hu wrars osie 
deepelit mooming —liOe alk fCe Coerl is d'hod hn wedding 
gahmrhtt. To hio mother’rcxho^tnaton thus In shootd repih 
S'romterWinghit noble father in ths dusk and Jtfr hmt eOae 
WIc sorrow ■too moue id sebraiing thm tn oobWom)e, hr 
drewere:— ' . '

“ ’Th not .done mo inky Coak, giot ■ mttheri 
Sos sr.ttrm;o y iuPo rf tolemo bleah 
^mtcac. ifc1cgm,, 'iu10; ttete indeed ‘cdm,’ 
Fir dinyi^rcaclifflts dirf: sccsii mi.0 ploy; 
But I have that within which passeth show, 
These but the trappings and the suits of woe.”

The second in prominence of his mental features is irreso
lution—a character by no means uncommon. It is, in fact, 
a deficiency of the faculty of firmness, and is most conspicuous 
in persons possessing large capacities for reasoning and 
reflecting. Such minds habitually hesitate. They have their 
doubts. They look upon both sides of every question and 
balance the pros and cons. They perceive prospective 
difficulties and objections not apparent to those who act 
without preliminary thought. This characteristic is not, as 
commonly supposed, a form of cowardice. The irresolution 
that paralyses action is not the product of fear. The judg- 

( ment sees so much to attract or to warn, as the. case may be, 
' that it is unable to come to a decision and pronounce a 

verdict. Even when resolved to take action, such potent 
, objections present themselves that the mental energies are 

distracted. The will to do is not put forth, as with the in
considerate—who feel at once an absolute assurance that the 
course resolved upon is the right one. , .

This characteristic of the young Prince of Denmark is ex
hibited throughout the drama. He begins by accepting the 
Ghost as the true spirit of his father, and at the moment, in 
the passion of the revelation, he promises to avenge the crime. 
But he soon begins to reflect, to argue with himself, and then 
to question the truth of the manifestation. As his thoughts 
dwell upon it, he discovers all kinds of reasons why he might 
be mistaken.

( “ The spirit that I have seen •,
) May be the devil, and the devil hath power .
/ To assume a pleasing shape; yea, and perhaps
< Out of my weakness and my melancholy,
< As he is very potent with such spirits,
' He lures me but to damn me.”
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Have we not often ■ witnessed the same process among our
selves in relation to other phenomena ?

Hamlet is affectionate and fond. He dearly loved his 
father ; he must have been a loving son, to his mother until 
her unnatural marriage revolted him. His friendship for 
Horatio was firm and enduring. He loved Ophelia with the 
passion of his youth, until the ghostly revelation froze the 
life-blood in his veins, and stifled all better feelings in an 
absorbing thirst for vengeance. Throughout we can see his 
love struggling fiercely with his over-mastering passion for 
revenge—his conviction that a duty had been imposed upon . 
him to which he must sacrifice the past and all its “ fond 
records.” How terrible was this mental struggle is shown 
in that wonderful scene with Ophelia, in which he bids her 
go to a nunnery. Mark how he wavers between his long 
cherished love for the girl, whom he avows to have been 
thrown in his way purposely to try him, and his resolve to 
sustain his assumed character in the presence of the spies who 
were watching him. Here again we see the characteristics of 
the man betraying themselves in his indecision, his . cynical 
philosophy, his reflective habits, his incapacity for action—a 
character by no means rare in social life. Who has not 
known men who can think profoundly and well, but cannot 
do ; who rightly point the way, but want the force of will to 
follow it ? That is the character of Hamlet. He is a moody 
man, and, like all moody men, his spirits are sometimes ex
travagantly high, sometimes wretchedly low. Even his 
humour is tinged with melancholy, as witness the dialogue 
with the gravediggers. According to the mood of the moment 
is the aspect to him of the world and all its belongings. It 
must be remembered, also, that he was possessed with the 
superstition that prevailed down to a very recent time. He 
was a philosopher of the Schools, and when Shakespeare em
bodied this marvellous creation of his genius, even philoso
phers did not doubt the existence of ghosts. It was a part 
of the world's creed, and to question it would have been 
deemed as rank a heresy as atheism. This must be taken into 
account in any estimate of the character of Hamlet as 
exhibited in his speech and conduct. He never for a moment 
doubted that he had seen a visitor from the other world. The 
doubt that troubled him was not if his senses had deceived 
him, or imposture trifled with him, but if the Ghost really 
was the actual personality it professed to be. It might be a 
devil. Was it his father’s spirit, or was it a demon pretend
ing to be his father P He did not for a moment question that 
it was a spirit he had seen; he did not suspect that his senses 
had been deluded.

This was the other side of the question which his hesitating 
mind presented to him. He believed in the potency of evil 
spirits. He did not doubt that they could take any shape 
and profess any personality for the purpose of entrapping 
human souls. It is not difficult to imagine what was the 
the course of reasoning in his hesitating mind, and how with 
him it paralysed action.

This, then, is the keynote of the entire drama from the 
moment of his interview with the Ghost. A clear conception 
must be formed of his natural temperament, as I have ven
tured to describe it—reflective but irresolute—thoughtful but 
inactive,—shocked at first by the shameless marriage of his 
mother, afterwards learning that she was not merely a wanton, 
but a murderess, a supernatural revelation enforcing him to 
vengeance, but his lifted arm paralysed by doubt if the com
munication was from above or from below—thus contemplated, 
his whole conduct seems to me not only perfectly intelligible 
but perfectly natural.

With this necessary introduction, let us proceed to the ex
amination of the drama itself, and endeavour to trace in it the 
revelations of the character we have sketched.

Let us see how this view of the psychological character of 
Hamlet is sustained by the play.

He is, as already noted, first introduced to us labouring 
under a fit of melancholy. He is shocked at the marriage of 
his mother following so hard upon his father’s funeral. He 
has a shadowy suspicion of foul play, as shown by the excla
mation, “ Oh, my prophetic soul, my uncle ! ” In this mood 
he is startled by the intelligence of the appearance of his 
father’s spirit in arms.
_ He expresses no doubt of the fact, for he feels none. Belief 
in ghosts was universal. When Shakespeare made such mar-

|
| vellous dramatic use ofthe supernatural, it would have been 
j deemed insanity to question that spirits walked the earth.

I Then comes the interview with the Ghost; the revelation 
| of that murder, “ most foul, strange, and unnatural.” With 
i one of Hamlet’s melancholy temperament such a tale could 
j not but “ harrow up his soul, freeze his young blood.” And 
I it wrought a sudden change in him. His one object in life 
| thenceforth should be to avenge his father’s murder. To this 
j end, in the haste of the moment, he devises that scheme of 
| pretended lunacy which explains the whole future action and 
I apparent contradictions of the play. He will “put an antic 

?! disposition on ” to avert suspicion from his rea 1 pulpose. 
II o'othi” "-CE^idlre mm^«^”xj^licis thonh iomtimationOhaV de wa.h

j natiin• to assume a chaoacttn w ith cdStticchaiid 000X0110 desiun. 
j Ncvcrthekas, ow Vhe hace of this ezyrhis yvowal, vold^es davd 
i been written todonte nd ^ta.it Shamict waH ready road.

| The voichs of Ho fiegli tened frihnVs remind hlm th.at he has
j r part toplay, ”n d hishe rpolcts ”u Ihy showe whan Sdhymeet. 
j But hdry scion low coostieuiianai trsetoillhon returno. PWo 
| Pepptt,hesitatps. I am hottvel that He does net—whaPwo 
i dessomany da amo na tuTselves—ahtft awlrils beam pu poss- 
j tion Iris vcptos, acO doube to-mhrrow wdotde lias ochn tot dwy.
I go ng does net dttteuit tlm vision aitoTePhdr, d cedSaiaty 
j beginsto rsS Iri mttVfif iO woi an heIlelitnPPlt. H wssPhr 
j benaipt b”ttefehnt ilia df^i^i Hamid vsoume ad chap es, even 
i Bioto t fnn^sll, hos frig entI•rduingof souls, anh thic reflot rims 

ri nent him pau sa aghln .
B Certainly this irresolution, this wavering between duty 
?! (for such was vengeance to him) and doubt, could uot but 
(! disturb somewhat a mind not naturally well balanced. Ho 
?! is harassed by contending emotions and intellectual conflicts, 
y In a fit of his melancholy mood he contemplates even suicide 
?! as an escape from that mental disquietude which is the most 
n frequent cause of self-slaughter. But he steadily maintains 

the assumed character of the madman to those about him— 
) j to ail oblcrsrcnti hxcept Sis dean friend Horath o, who io the 
?! dnuathCoon of SS- sec rats . Wuth irim he dsns an rim^^t awe 
j j hdtunh. Can a mi moUmali chonuethus al wiU ?
([ B uh Ophslia—wlidO of herd noois nchdoiph r So oBd is

ihexpVidndle, and tncbfusabiei” say the eaititt, “save on Bic 
?! assumption o f positivf modh cat. hds ghd not offes dhd
n Plm. She wfuld noh 1101:1^ hi'm. Wu cS ailens^h pn cxptlla 
(j ntlion oP Hsls ^^00161x0 withtho somSy ad a gtetlenmn 

, dendtibed byOphnliaherself:—
} j “ ‘The vxrtstan<u' eo. ro”tol toe fair state.
? Tvs aims of ftshion oiC the mm.Id d' fem,
? Phocbiercecl df BO obocicfrt.’ ”
? hPit hed fovcO. Oo>h.eiia dncrln—lodes der stii” jbult he

knows hfo Io be thho”ontly the too” cf hct £11110^ His 
? nsgaoily has dildncdthctoha id Sobcrnddc an inIlrTmedt sc 
! fry uSm. PhSonSus lmpiifithy belie vus hs Shedewlity a” IBs 
? maVnhlf, dud i^hie King, wihh tdedohural huspiiaoucnhit of 
\ the guilty, has manifestly in his mind an almost instinctive 
j sense that Hamlet is playing a part, and his conscience tells 
( him wherefore. Consequently he is most anxious, by per
? sonal observation, to test him when not himself perceived, 
[ and he accepts with eagerness the proposal of Polonius that 
( tOey vnauSd yltlCo, and taks him unawaoeo, foe which nuhpchy 
( n^S^e^<^lIii ii Of he set to - ntrap himtcto a rovciatiori s f dis
? true ahnditia0i
) fris feliowistodonp are hlrn set to sha hike wtOd toe ths
( like pcanon—todoaon if yisinadneis was teac or ass urncd. He 
) sphfdily noVeefv enhIr ^010110 0110. .
S The ahy osrande of fdc Players suWSVt^ to dim iho naelee 
( 00 86101^ a Soap for Stie King. He oiil have a ytay that 
) tdhtlteSt Obwr aphiD, in tits yresence of the suspected murderers, 
) the story told him by the Ghost.
(Polonius anh the King contimie thcir espials. Ophelia is 
? still the bait employed. On hisapproach in one of his most 
? melancheSy and. mosp meditative moo ds—whtb hit rsaiming 
1! powers were most active, and hisfaculty o f hope inits mruS 

Shti’cnto depres^on—Theinhe ey lri.de adhlivOoni Aldttt Im 
”t not aware tluS . scice are near dim, and di” CoautihuS 
cinans^SC marlah surety now tho msdmen, hut lhe hhhoirphen. 
Th is uot until hr has ariwen 0h greet Ophoiia that Bs eott ve 

) Sn^as^s t^hic sHies, and Shen and thpeeforebv mvtnhSly ^^^un^^ls 
( hnd abhrbSSy, the iiollSif ditposition hs had puS on for a 
; S^T^i^ilVSf^. Then foltows thh cxfrhroVh^^Vh msne wSlichhnc

hoda to o^cr^itS eptly ail vanned a3hrnelneivo peuoa tliat Hs mho”

lri.de
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was really insane, and this, in spite of his sudden assumption D 
of apparent insanity and the obvious motive for it. :■<

We are indebted to Mr. Henry Irving for having rightly b 
interpreted this much misrepresented scene. Other actors H 
have made of it an' incoherent raving. He has given to it J 
its true meaning and expression—a mingling of deep love J 
for the girl with the conscious need for sustaining before the ? 
hidden witnesses the character he had assumed. The con- ( 
diet was hard to bear, the work hard to do, and he tries to j 
stifle the emotions of his love by the affectation of a passion ( 
he does not feel. He is conscious of inflicting a terrible j 
agony upon her by those “ wild and whirling words ” ; but J 
the consciousness of the ears that were open behind the arras J 
to catch every syllable that fell from his lips compelled him i 
to a harshness he was far from feeling. At times his affec- U 
tion almost betrays him. But it is exhibited in tone not in H 
language. Mr. Irving's expression of this conflict of emotions, P 
his impulse almost to embrace her, and then his restraining K 
endeavour to sustain, even by exaggerating, the part he was L 
playing, is to my mind the true embodiment of Shakespeare’s <) 
design, as it is a triumph of dramatic art—one of those bursts i ( 
of true genius for which we would gladly forgive the actor’s n 
faults, were they ten times more numerous.

Then his advice to the players. Is that madness or any- K 
thing that anybody but a mad-doctor could torture into ( 
madness? He is now no longer irresolute. His mind is ) 
made up. The path is plain before him. He had certainly < 
imparted to his bosom friend, Horatio, all his doubts and j 
suspicions ; he now confides to him his plot of the play and ( 
invites his assistance. It is given cordially, with what result ) 
wc all know. '

Assured now that it was an honest Ghost—persuaded that ) 
his college friends Rosencrantz and the gentle Guildenstern ( 
were commissioned to watch him, he maintains his assumed 0 
character with them. The reappearance of the Ghost in the B 
midst of his passionate interview with his mother marks the | ? 
irresolution that had so long held him inactive. And again | < 
at the close of this marvellous scene he tells his mother not |) 
to let the King by his endearments ■; \

“ Make you to ravel all this matter out, i (
That I essentially am not in madness, I \
But mad in craft, ” i)

The irresolution had again shown itself in the closet when j i 
the King kneeling in prayer, and the opportunity for ven- U 
geancc offering, he failed to avail himself of it—his wavering \\ 
reasons for inaction plainly proving that he could not make p 
up bis mind. Hearing a noise behind the arras he kills H 
Polonius believing the spy to be the King. It was infirmity i j 
of purpose still, not insanity. i >

The question has been often asked why, now that he was i < 
assured of his uncle’s guilt, he did not at once proceed to b 
fulfil the promise he had made to avenge his father’s murder ? i ( 
Opportunities could not have been wanting. Why did he I ) 
quit Denmark, leaving his work undone? Even after his |( 
return, so craftily brought about, his purpose remains blunted, p 
He meets flic King in the churchyard, but does nothing. j( 
Even the catastrophe is not of his seeking. He was the in- q 
tended victim of the passage at arms, and the blow that slew j J 
the King avenged more his own murder than that of his P 
father. Thus to the last his character is maintained with H 
most admirable consistency. A character meditative not P 
active—highly intellectual and reflective, but wavering, p 
vacillating, doubting. Certainly he is not mad, nor is there q 
the slightest approach to madness. Every act simulating 
madness is carefully calculated. Madness never yet talked so ? 
wisely as he talks when it is not his cue to assume the antic 
disposition. /

I hope, therefore, to have established something like a case } 
against the insanity theory so steadily maintained by so many ? 
critics, and notably by an eminent M.D., who should be an J 
authority upon such a question, seeing that he was, if he is ? 
not now, the principal of a public asylum. I trust, so far as j 
a psychological investigation of the play can do so, to have 
satisfied those who may have doubted that Hamlet really was j 
and did what he has himself described in these passages :— J

“Here, as before, never, so help you mercy, /
How strange or odd soe’er 1 bear myself, <
As I, perchance, hereafter shall think meet q
To put an antic disposition on.”

Again:—
“Ham.—But my uncle-father and aunt-mother are deceived.
“ Guild.—In what, my dear lord ?
“ Ham.—I am but mad north-north-west; when the wind is southerly 

I know a hawk from a liernshaw.”
And yet again :—
“ Queen.—This is the very coinage of your brain;

This bodiless creation ecstasy,
Is very cunning in

1! Ham.—Ecstasy!
My pulse as yours doth temperately keep time 
And makes a healthful music. It is not madness 
That I have uttered. Bring me to the test 
Andi the matter will reword, which madness 
Would gambol from.”

And lastly:—
“ That I

Essentially am not in madness,
But mad in craft.”

AN OLD WITCH STORY.
One of the best old witch tales of the Ettrick Eorest district is related of 

the celebrated Michael Scott, master of Oakwad. It used to be told as 
follows :—There was one of Michael’s tenants who had a wife that was the 
most notable witch of the age. So extraordinary were her powers, that 
the country people began to put them in competition with those of the 
master, and say that in some cantrips she surpassed him. Michael could 
ill brook such insinuations, for there is always jealousy between great 
characters, and went over one day with his dogs, on pretence of hinting, 
to see Lucky----- . He found her alone in the field weeding lint; and
desired her to show him some of her powerful art. She was very angry, 
and denied that she had any supernatural skill. He, however, continued 
to press her. She sharply told him to let her alone, else she would 
make him repent the day he troubled her. How she perceived the virtues 
of Michael’s wand is not known, but in a moment she snatched it from 
his hand and gave him three lashes with it. The knight was instantly 
changed to a hare, when the malicious and inveterate hag cried out, laughing, 
“Away, Michael, run or die,” and baited his own dogs upon him. He 
was extremely hard hunted, and was obliged to swim the river, and take 
shelter in the sewer of his own castle from the fury of his pursuers, where 
he got leisure to change himself to a man.

Michael, extremely chagrined at having been thus outwitted, studied a 
deadly revenge; and going over afterwards to hunt, he sent his man to 
Eauldshope to borrow some bread from Lucky to give to his dogs, for he 
had neglected to feed them before he came from home. If she gave him 
the bread, he was to thank her and come away; but if she refused, he gave 
him a line written in red characters which he was to lodge above the lin
tel as he came out. The servant found her baking bread, as his master had 
assured him he would, and delivered his message. She refused to give him 
any bread. The man said no more, but lodged the line as directed; and re
turned to his master. The powerful spell had the desired effect: Lucky----- ■
instantly left her work and danced round and round the fire like one mad, 
singing the while with great glee,

“Master Michael Scott’s man
Cam seeking bread an’ got nane.”

The dinner-hour arrived, but the reapers looked in vain for their dame who 
was wont to bring their provisions to them to the field. The goodman sent 
home a servant-girl to assist her, but neither did she return. At length he 
ordered them to go and take their dinner at home, for he supposed that his 
spouse had taken some of her tirravees. AU of them went inadvertently in
doors, and as soon as they passed beneath the mighty charm, were seized 
with the same mania, and followed the example of their mistress. The good
man, who had tarried behind, came home last; and, hearing the noise before 
he came near the house, he did not venture in, but peeped in at the window. 
There he beheld all his people dancing round and round the fire and singing 
with the most frantic wildness. His wife was at that time quite exhausted, 
and the rest were half trailing her round. She could only now and then 
pronounce a syUable of the song, which she did with a kind of scream, yet 
seemed as intent on the sport as ever.

The goodman rode with all speed to the master to inquire what he had 
done to his people. Michael Scott bade him take down the note from the lintel 
and burn it, whieh he did, and all the people returned to their senses. Poor 
Lucky----- - died overnight, and Michael remained unmatched in all the
arts of enchantment aud necromancy.

Mu. Robert Cooper writes to us from Boston, U.S.A., a letter, “taking 
a side ” in American spiritualistic contentions. As all the merits of the 
case are not before the readers of these pages, the tribunal is not adapted 
to express an opinion upon an ex parte statement.

Chinese Eunerals.—When a Chinese funeral takes place one of the 
mourners or a friend of the deceased sits with the driver, and as the hearse 
passes along he scatters slips of perforated paper along the street. It 
appears that these paper charms are thrown out aU the way from the house 
to the cemetery, the object being to keep the evil spirits from getting the 
body. It is supposed that they follow the dead body in crowds, determined 
on mischief, but that, being very curious, they stop whenever they see these 
paper slips, examine them carefully, and try to get at their significance. 
Meanwhile the procession hurries on, other slips being thrown out, thus 
keeping the little spirits occupied in their studies till the friends get the 
body buried, and beyond their reach.—Religio-Philosophical Journal.
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WHAT TRUTH IS THERE IN ASTROLOGY ?
In a discussion once carried on by astrologers in these 

pages, there was, we think, little to convince anybody that 
the subject in which they were interested had any real 
foundation, and they wandered away into details before 
verifying the main point. Predictions whether particular 
children will die in infancy, or live, have little weight when 
verified, since the chances are oven that any guess will be 
right. But the first two cases given below are startling in 
their accuracy :—

ASTROLOGICAL PREDICTIONS VERIFIED.
Mercu-rius’s Predicting Almanack for 1878 (Curtice and Co., Catherine- 

street, Strand) was published in the autumn of 1877. Under “Predictions 
for Jannary,” we find, “Victor Emmanuel’s nativity is afflicted; let him 
beware.” The king died on the 9th of that month. Under “ Predictions 
for December,” is the following:—“ Saturn’s transits are evil for the Princess 
.Alice of Hesse. Illness, or a death in the family.” The Princess died on 
the 14th, a few weeks after one of her children. Zadkiel’s Almanack for 
1879 (Cousins and Co., 3, York-strect, Co vent-garden) was published in the 
antnmn of 1878. Among the “Predictions for January” is this one :— 
“ Abont the 11th of this .month accidents will occur in mines.” The great 
Dinas Colliery explosion happened on the 13th. Under the heading “Partial 
Eclipse of the Moon at the Cape of Good Hope,” at page 46 of the Almanack, 
wc read, “The ecliptic conjunction takes place at 1.5 p.m. of January 22nd, 
Cape mean time, ... Saturn in the eleventh (house) will bring some 
difficulties on the Government, and these may be chiefly in connection with 
hostile acts perpetrated by discontented tribes, as Mars squares Satnrnfrom 
the seventh house.” On the day named, the 22nd, occnrred the disaster to 
our troops at Isandlana. These predictions are taken from copies which, 
were in my possession in or before November of 1877 and 1878 respectively.

C. C. M.

• DR. SLADE IN AUSTRALIA.
| .The Sydney Evening News of March 3rd, 1879, contains the following:— 

“In my article in the Argus I have not stated one-half of what I have 
seen, but, among other things, I may mention this : Dr. Slade was at my 
private house. On entering the dining-room with me for the first time, a 
chair in the far end of the room wheeled round and drew up to the table ; 
it was quite eight feet away from any of us. During the evening a lady and 
gentleman came in, and I got a common school slate and a chip of pencil, and 
Dr. Slade immediately laid it on top of the table, it never having been 
once out of sight or under the table, and a message was written on it from 
a sister of a lady then present. Again, a gentleman went to him with a 
book slate tied and sealed up; he refused to open it, but in spite of his pre
caution writing took place inside; and not only that, bnt it was in green, 
proving incontestably that, it was written with the chip of green pencil 
locked up.inside. Now the question arises, what did it? Snrely some 
invisible force. What, then, is this invisible force ? It must have intelli
gence to write answers, bearing on questions asked,and having intelligence, 
snrely it- must emanate from the soul or spirit of some person. Can it be 
the medium’s spirit ? Can the medium see into the past events of my life, 
and not only answer questions and speak of people known to me, but also 
use ‘ honsehold words ’ and phrases common to a certain person of my 
acquaintance, and some months dead ? Can the medium by his will-power 
not only do all this, bnt tie a peculiar knot in a handkerchief, that was 
identical with that tied by one other person who died, when he (the 
medinm) was about eight or nine years old and totally unacquainted with 
him. I say, no ! ha cannot do it, and I do not see what else can, unless it 
he the spirits of the people it purports to represent. I have jnst come back 
from, Melbourne, and on Saturday night last, on the Barrabool, all alone 
(Dr. Slade in Melbourne), I got raps on my bunk, and questions were 
answered that I could not verify until I reached Sydney, and on arrival I 
lonnd they were all perfectly correct. In closing this letter, I wonld like to 
call attention to the fact of Edwin Brood having been finished by a mechanic 
in America, who acted as Amanuensis to the spirit of Charles Dickens. I 
have read some of the extracts to a great admirer of Dickens and a severe 
critic, and it was'at once allowed, as nought else bnt the work of Dickens 
himself. Let your..readers get it and judge for themselves; it will as
tound all anti-Spiritualists. E. Cyril Haviland.

“Burwood, February 25.”

The late Lord Brougham and Spiritualism.—In connection with 
the name of Robert Dale Owen we are reminded of the illustrious English
men who have upheld Spiritualism in company with his beloved and world- 
renowned father, Robert Owen, who, by the request of Lord Brougham, 
attended the seances of Mrs. Drf Hayden twenty-six years ago, ana who, 
although a positive disbeliever‘of Immortality—although he had, in 1826, 
proclaimed religion to be one of the trinity of evils that had degraded man
kind—adopted the truth at once when he witnessed the demonstration, and 
at the celebration of his eightv-third birthday, some weeks later, stood up 
before the large array, chiefly of sceptics, materialists, and atheists, who 
loved and idolized him as a father, afi'd there, with Mrs. Hayden by his side, 
proclaimed his solemn conviction of' immortality amid the most intense 
though subdned emotion of those men—his life-long associates in reform— 
who mourned to see in him the pillar of. their nnbelief overthrown. With 
the same courage with which he had proclaimed his unbelief he proclaimed 
his belief for the remainder of his life. There was an example of the love of 
truth, bnt not a solitary example among the great .men of England, or 
among good men of any country, for the love of humanity lifts men into the 
atmosphere of truth.—Professor Buchanan.

Cortcsponnencc.
[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically 

opposed to those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be 
returned; copies should be kept by the writers. Preference is given to letters which are 
not anonymous.] --------------

A WORD FROM AN OUTSIDER.

Sib,—The Rev. W. Miall’s very interesting and able paper in The 
Spiritualist of April the 25th affords opportunity for a few remarks from 
those unfortunates, the “ Outsiders.” He speaks of the “ alleged aceessiblc- 
ncss of the alleged phenomena, which we arc told occur not only iu distant 
lands but here in England, in London, in the next street, in the houses of 
onr friends. Without much cost of either trouble or money, we may for 
ourselves see what is to be seen, hear what is to be heard, and examine 
whatever evidence is wont to be addneed, and subject that evidence to 
whatever sifting or testing process onr sagacity may suggest.”

Now, this is by no means so much the case as may be supposed, or as 
may at first sight appear. The facts are not easily accessible to investigators 
■—are not open to general scrutiny. Owing to the peculiar conditions, and 
the strict rules necessary to be maintained, nearly all private circles are 
closed as soon as formed: even friends with every wish to help finding it 
almost impossible to do so, whilst the paid sources available to us are 
becoming few and far between.

Mr. Miall refers,to the temporariness of the zeal of apparently sincere and 
earnest converts—to persons once prominent among its supporters, who 
now never refer to it, and who seem to have lost interest in it—“which 
recreancy requires explanation.” Now, for tills loss of interest, real or 
apparent, we can give one reason which has come under onr own notice. We 
know cases in which great and sincere interest in the subject has given 
place to entire silence and avoidance of it, and to complete withdrawal in 
bitterness of spirit at finding every avenne barred. We know others in 
which the endeavonr to secure the trnth, ending only in disappointment, has 
led to the conclusion that a theory or belief, affording so little opportunity 
for thorough investigation, which is confined to a mere handfnt, shntting 
out the large majority, must after all be a delusion. Again, there are those 
to whom Spiritualism has become not only a belief bnt a religion, influencing 
all their thoughts and actions—a religion in which, come what may, they 
are determined to live and die. They go after the phenomena (whenever the 
kindness of friends or a favourable opportunity may permit), not from idle 
curiosity, not from love of novelty or excitement, but with an intense 
yearning for the comfort which haply they may and sometimes do derive 
from it. Nevertheless, they have to remain outsiders'; to stifle many a 
heartache when .they hear of the constant, almost daily consolation which 
others more fortunate receive from it. Mr. Miall trnly says, “ it is of con
siderable importance that Spiritualists shonld know how outsiders arc 
affected by incidents about which it may be the initiated were, themselves 
once exercised, but whose influence upon them they, since their period of 
full conviction, have perhaps forgotten.”

If Spiritualism is really the key to a future life—if it lifts the black cloud 
of uncertainty which has so long obscured our horizon, if it removes, once 
for all, that horrible nightmare, the ever-recurring dread of death, if it opens 
out not only a world to come, bnt a life full of intellect, activity, and pro
gression—is it not the grandest, the greatest boon that ever dawned upon 
humanity? Ought it not to be preached almost to the very stones ? Shonld 
not every effort be made for the further spreading of it ? But the literature 
alone will not do this, neither will a stray lecture here and there in onr 
towns suffice to accomplish that object. It is not a subject to be taken up 
only at intervals or in fragments.

There is a class now standing on the border land unwilling Ito give up the 
subject, yet unable to gain a firm footing. Eor this class Mr. Fletcher's 
course of earnest and eloquent lectures lias done and is stil doing much, 
and we hope the time is not far distant when yet more help will be given to 
those who are earnestly inquiring. We hear of evil and undeveloped spirits 
who claim sympathy and aid, and we are willing to give them a great deal 
of the former and as mnch of the latter as may lie in our power.; bnt we are 
selfish enough to wish that the case of outsiders in this world m'glit betaken 
into consideration before the undeveloped ones of the next. We do not 
expect private circles to be opened to us, for we know that cannot be done, 
but wc heartily concur in wishing that “some three or fonr or half-dozen 
representative Spiritualists whose names command public respect should be 
invited to adopt every possible means of advertising the world, of inviting 
inquiry and investigation.” And for such a work we also think “ all neces
sary pecuniary means would be forthcoming.” We agree with Mr. Miall’s 
suggestion that the object upon which effort should be concentrated should 
be rather conviction of the occurrence of the phenomena than the admission 
of any theory respecting their canse. Facts first, explanations afterwards. 
To thrust forward the latter before the former are admitted is to retard 
their admission. What men need most of all to be assured of is “ that these 
things do really occur.” In concluding, we wonld observe that these remarks 
do not emanate only' from an individual, but embody the sentiments and 
wishes of many An Outsider.

i NON-PROFESS1ONAL LECTURES.

Sip.,—There appears to be a growing and sincere desire on the part of 
many unbelievers in the alleged phenomena of modern Spiritualism to 
ascertain what are the facts in relation to them.

I find everywhere a wish expressed to hear from a non-professional and 
unpaid investigator a statement of the alleged facts, and a yet further 
desire for an opportunity of questioning such an investigator to any extent.

Permit me through your pages to make the following announcement, 
viz.: That I am prepared, at considerable sacrifice of time and convenience, 

: to visit any of the following centres of intelligence, viz.: London, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool, and Birmingham, to deliver a lecture in 
defence of the reality and genuineness of the alleged phenomena of modern 
Spiritnalism, before any audience, in any room, on the following conditions : 
That the chair be occupied by any respectable, and well-known inhabitant; 
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that the committee of management eonsist for the most part of unbelievers in 
the phenomena of modern Spiritualism; that thc proceeds of the lectures be 
given to any benevolent institution; and that I be paid first-elass railway 
fare to and from the place of lecture, and have provided for me respectable 
hotel accommodation for one evening.

I would lecture about one hour, and submit to be questioned for any length 
of time the audience may desire. In the lecture I would defend the genuine
ness of modern spiritual phenomena; would affirm that no known natural 
laws ean be shown to. account for them, and that the most rational and 
defensible hypothesis is that of their being of extra or supra-mundane origin.

I would further suggest, that if this offer be aceepted, that every scientific 
professor, medical praetitioner, and lawyer in the locality should by com
plimentary tieket be invited to attend, in order that the best arguments 
and the most erueial questions on the negative side of this vexed question 
may be heard, and, if possible, answered.

I shall feel obliged if any of your readers who know intelligent scepties 
in any of the localities above named, would kindly forward to them a marked 
eopy of this letter, in order to induce them to make arrangements for the 
leeture, and have an opportunity of hearing and questioning one who, after 
twenty-five years’ careful investigation, believes that thc evidence for the 
reality of the phenomena is incontrovertible.

T. P. Parkas, P.G.S.
Art Gallery, Newcastle-on-Tync, May 11th, 1879.

SPIRIT MESSAGES.
Sir,—Some months back I wrote to the Secretary of the British National 

Association of Spiritualists, suggesting the desirability of establishing a 
“ Message Department ” in The Spiritualist similar to the one that appears 
weekly in The Hanner of Light, and I offered an annual subscription towards 
the accomplishment of this object, provided a few others would eome forward 
and help also. My letter was referred to the Committee, and the Secretary 
wrote me that you would be requested to notice the matter in your paper, 
but I have heard nothing further about it.

I feel eonvinced that the course I advocate would be the means of spread
ing a. knowledge of “Spiritualism” where other channels fail, and I shall be 
glad if you will advocate the question in your columns. It should not be a 
matter of much difficulty to arrange with some good medium to devote one 
day in the week to such a purpose, and the eost might well be defrayed by 
those that have the good of the cause at heart.

J. G. Meugens.
The Manor House, Tenge, Surrey, 13th May, 1879.

[Tho Association never informed ug of the abovo offer of some months ba-ok, and wo 
knew nothing about it till this letter arrived last Tuesday.—Ed.]

“ Present in the Spirit . ”—An elderly lady, the mother of gentlemen 
well known in politics and business in this city, herself in a low state of 
health, who now has her residence in the south-western portion of the city, 
awoke from a sleep last Monday afternoon and at once broke out in a fit of 
violent weeping, wliieh attracted the attention of all in the house. When 
quieted, she said that her husband, long since dead, had appeared to her in a 
dream and told her that her daughter was dying. This incident was related 
to persons in another part of the eity, during the same day, and before the 
person who told of it had any knowledge of what is recited hereafter. 
That the mother, who knew that her daughter had been for some time siek 
should beeome impressed with the idea that she was dying was not sin
gular, as that might easily have resulted from apprehensions which had, 
no doubt, been entertained. The remarkable fact is this : On the same 
day, as near as can be ascertained, at the exact time when the mother 
was manifesting distress of mind, the daughter roused herself in her bed 
of sickness, in a house on Arbor Hill, and said to her attendant, “ Why, 
how my mother is crying!” and a moment later, “Don’t you hear her 
cry ? ” the nurse heard, nothing, and was obliged to say so, although the 
sick woman repeatedly asserted that her mother was crying, and endeav
oured to convince the nurse that she heard her, Thc younger lady died 
oil Wednesday and was buried on Saturday.—Albany Argus.

The Effects of Kindness. — The following, from the Cape Ann 
Advertiser (Mass.), shows what may be thc general experience, when it 
shall be no longer thc habit of mau to shoot and kill the more harmless 
members of the lower creation •.—“ A pleasing sight may be witnessed at 
Magnolia—a lady standing in thc doorway of her dwelling with some dozen 
little forest birds flitting about her and feeding from the palm of her 
extended hand. Prom one to four birds at a time will feed from her hands 
seemingly with a sense of perfect safety, while others will snap up a crumb, 
dart off to a tree or roof, devour it, and come back for another. When the 
supply of food runs short they will alight and peck at thc bottom of her 
dress. An observer of this interesting scene must keep at a proper distance 
and remain silent, or the birds will be frightened away. While feeding them 
the lady keeps up a constant chatting, which they seem to understand, and 
respond by chirping. They know her voiee and will come at her bidding, 
however mueh she may disguise herself. If she neglects them in the morning 
they will flutter their wings against the window-pane to attract her atten
tion, and she never fails to answer their summons. Then- confidence was of 
gradual growth, commencing some six years ago, -when shelves were attaehed 
to thc outside window-sills, and crumbs of bread, meat, cheese, &c., were 
placed there for their refection, thc lady standing inside and talking kindly 
to them while they fed themselves, now and then indulging in a reprimand 
when they were selfish and quarrelsome. Prom the window they 'were led 
in time to thc doorway for their daily rations. Iler little flock make their 
appearance in the winter when the ground is first covered with snow, their 
hours for meals being at sunrise and late in the afternoon. As soon as their 
wants are supplied they are off to thc woods again. The visitors evidently 
belong to the same stock, some of them returning from year to year and 
reeognizing the lady’s voice, for at their first appearance annually a part of 
them will eome to her hand at her first call, while no other person can 
approach within two rods of them.”

INDIAN JUGGLERY.
( Dr. Slade has, on the whole, beeu treated well in Australia, though of 
) course here and there he has met with abuse from the ignorant. Some of 

A the latter class have put their valueless ideas in a pamphlet sent us from 
/ Sydney, and one of the writers gives the following testimony as to juggling 
\ performances he witnessed in India :—
? “1 have seen a village juggler do a much more wonderful triek than that,
(i It was at Sonepore fair, in 1872 or’73. It is ealled the floating trick—
> i suspending a body in thc air without any visible support. Dr. Sylvester
)| did thc trick here, but experts well know that an iron or steel rod projeets 
(i from the baek of the stage, being hidden by the seemingly floating body. 
( The conjuror passes hi? sword apparently all round in every direction, 
\ meeting no rcsistanee on any side. It does seem inexplicable. Iu the case 
j I saw in India it was done in a shamiana—that is, under a covered canopy.
) A young girl was seemingly suspended in mid-air. Thc green turf was
j beneath, the canvas walls of the shamiana above and on every side. ’Tis 
j true, the English spectators all sat on one side. Yet there were natives all
) round, and they seemed as astonished as we were. I could not account for
? it, but the jadugar, or juggler, expressly told us, in answer to repeated

queries, that it was a triek learned from his father,—a pure deception of 
the senses. Let Spiritualists say it was thc spirits if they ehoose. I 
believe the juggler liimself, although I cannot explain how the thing was 
done.

" Tho same juggler on the same oceasion did a trick which I have often 
seen done, and have heard explained, but which always seemed to me very 
wonderful. It is the well-known basket triek. I never saw it better done 
than by a handsome young juggler from Benares, who used to amuse me by 
his ‘ hanky-panky ’ one time I was confined to my couch by an attack of 
rheumatism. The scene of operations was my own verandah. A well-built, 
plastered brick floor. Natives squatting on their hams all around, watching 
with eager, interested looks every movement of the light, supple, handsome 
young ‘ Jadugar.’ His body was bare from the waist upwards, and his long, 
coal-black hair was tied behind in a knot. He had none of tho ordinary 
impedimenta or accessories. He produced a narrow, oblong cane-work 
basket, which I was allowed to examine. It appeared simple enough. No 
false bottom, side, or lid was pereeptible. Next he introduced his son, a 
handsome little fellow about ten years old. The boy was envelopedin a net, 
whieh I myself examined, tied firmly round the ends, and sealed the knots 
with my own seal. Thc boy was shing like a rabbit iu a net, and I swung 
him myself off the ground. Thus enclosed, the boy was put in the basket. 
A eloth was borrowed from an adjacent native and spread over the basket, 
and thc lid then put over the whole. The juggler then went through some 
other antics, but I did not take my eye from the basket. After a very short 

) time the man removed the lid, took a leap into the air, aud eame down with
1 all his weight right in the eentre of thc basket. Had the boy been there,
) the shock was enough to rupture his diaphragm—we only heard a groan.

Again the lid was put on the basket. The juggler took a sharp, long, slender 
( rapier-like sword, and ran it through and through the basket. Blood issued
( freely. The natives looked horror-striekeu and gasped out their eries of 

pity. I must eonfess I was puzzled. I was still more dumbfounded when 
the juggler began to call out loudly iu Hindoostanee for his boy. A 

pi ehildish voice, seemingly from a great distance, answered him. The call 
(I and the answer was repeated, this time a little nearer, until at length the 
( I boy, smiling and uninjured, came tripping through the crowd from the out- 
) :■ side of the verandah. The basket was opened, and there at the bottom 
) i lay the empty net, seals intact, and not a tittle of evidence to show how 
(! the trick was done.
(I “Now, surely you will admit that this was more wonderful than any of 

I the so-called spirit manifestations that the most gifted medium has ever 
>! received. Every sense was deceived, and yet thc explanation to those who 
< i know thc trick is very simple. The spirits have nothing to do with it. I 

might go on to describe the mango tricks,, and others equally wonderful and 
! equally capable of explanation, but spaee forbids.

“ Some people make a great point of having taken different coloured 
pencils to Slade’s seances. One geutleman took a green pencil, which was 
put upon one corner of the slate, aud the writing was green— ergo, the spirits 

\ must have written with it, because Dr. Slade could not have known what 
colour the pencil was, and he denied having written the message. A most 

( convincing test indeed. The same gentleman is not, however, satisfied. 
( He wishes to have a seance, during whieh one of the company (let us hope 

a eandid sceptie) will lie beneath the table. That seems fair. I have seen
> a common village juggler in India mix five or six different coloured powders 

together, put them into a tumblerful of water and driuk them off. I
( have examined his month to sec that the powders were uot coneealed there.
G Then, with his hands tied behind his back, I have asked him to produce a
)! yellow powder. He grates his teeth and out comes a pile of DRY yellow
I! powder on the top of his little drum. Ask for blue: the blue is produced,
(i Ask for white : the white succeeds thc blue; and so on, whatever eolouryou.

i name, that colour instantly appears.”

k Mrs. Makdougall Gregory has so far recovered from her illness, that 
) she is able to drive out occasionally.
( Du. Locander has returned from Naples to Paris.
) Dr. Slade will shortly return from Australia to New York ria San 
( Prancisco.
; Spiritualism in Dalston.—Last Monday night, the Dalston Associa- 
) tion of Inquirers into Spiritualism held a conversazione at then- rooms, 53, 
( Sigdon-road, Haekney-downs, Londou. Musie and singing were thc chief 
\ I attractions, and those who contributed to the entertainment of the assembly 

were Mrs. Elgie Corner, Madame Ourry, Miss Tippins, Mr. T. Blyton, Mr.
i Davey, Mr. and Miss Coldrey, Mr. J. Bruee Gillon, and Mr. Norrington. 
i Mr. Thomas Shorter made a few brief remarks, and the evening closed with 

dancing.
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PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS IN PUBLIC. j
(To the Editor of the u Religio-Philosophical Journall'*  Chiea-goy April Hih.) j(
If Mrs. Rosalie C. Simpson, the slate-writing snd flower j) 

medium of your city, gained a signal victory over the editor j 
of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, a full account of which was j! 
published in your paper, she also achieved yesterday, March j ) 
30 th, 1879, if possible, a greater one. She came to our place j 
by special invitation, to attend our anniversary, and at the j 
quiet, pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Merritt, she j 
held some private seances under test conditions, which, I am j 
told, were highly satisfactory to all who attended them. At one ( 
of these private seances, Mr. George A. Geer, of Minnesota, 
received in a glass of water, one red and two white carnation (
pinks, as fresh and real as I ever saw. Being much pleased >
at receiving them, he brought them in the glass of water to the ( 
meeting, and made a full statement of the manner in which he j 
had obtained them, to an audience of four hundred persons, ( 
many of whom were sceptics. The flowers were passed j 
round, and the audience curiously examined them, after which (
a gentleman, John Deshon, an old and wealthy settler, arose, 
and in a defiant manner challenged Mrs. Simpson, who was j 
present on the platform, to duplicate the manifestation ' then j; 
and there, in broad light, before that audience, under the jl 
same conditions as previously given to Mr. Geer—demanding j 
that she should produce one red and two white carnation j( 
pinks in a glass of water for him, and he would give her fifty j) 
dollars. Afterwards he raised it to a hundred dollars, but K 
fell back again to fifty. j (

The house was thrown into the greatest confusion ; for a j 
few minutes it was impossible to maintain order, but in the ) 
midst of the uproar Mrs. Simpson rose to her feet, and in a j 
quiet, business-like manner, accepted the defiant challenge just j ) 
as it had been given. She deliberately repeated the words of | j 
the challenger, and made a clear statement of what she would |) 
do. There was no dodging or equivocation on the part of jj 
either. Complete victory or utter defeat was the only alter- ; ) 
native. Though Mrs. Simpson was not excited in the least, j 
that I could observe, yet the spirit of undaunted courage jj 
flashed from her eyes. ! j

Mr. Deshon now came forward, and was seated beside j 
Mrs. Simpson upon the platform, and they proceeded to j 
business, the former taking a glass of water with a slate j 
beneath it, pressing it hard against the under part of the >
table, while the latter bared her arm to the elbow, and j
seating herself fifteen or twenty inches from the table, also j) 
put her hand on the slate, and in less than three minutes j ( 
the materialistic sceptic removed the slate and glass from j
beneath the table, and held it up before the audience, when, (
wonderful to tell, the glass contained one red and two white 
carnation pinks, thus duplicating in every particular the j 
test demanded. The greatest excitement followed, and Mrs. ;.
Simpson, who stood before the audience, was enthusiastically 
applauded. '

Mr. Deshon bore his defeat with manly courage, saying 
that all the religion he had was to do as he agreed, and j 
especially to pay honest debts ; accordingly he took out his ] j 
pocket-book, slowly counted out fifty dollars in greenbacks, j 
and with great tenderness and seeming reluctance, he handed I ( 
the money over to Mrs. Simpson. It was received with j 
thanks. | (

In conclusion, let me add that Mrs. Simpson not only p 
gave private seances, but three public seances before crowded \\ 
houses, in broad light, all of which, so far as I have learned, 11 
gave entire satisfaction. Her visit to our city has caused a jj 
great interest in Spiritualism. A. J. Fishback. \

Battle Creek, Mich., March 31, 1879. j

The nearest Metropolitan Railway Station to Steinway Hall, in which j 
Mr. J. W. Fletcher delivers his interesting lectures, is Baker-street. |

New Books.—Captain John James's new book, Mesmerism, with Hints j j 
for Beginners,' will be published at The Spiritualist Office, next Tuesday. I) 
Captain James was an intimate friend of the late Dr. Elliotson, and has had i j 
thirty years' experience in Mesmerism. His book meets a public demand, ! ( 
there being, at present, no small work on Mesmerism by a well-educated j 
writer, in general circulation, and we expect the little volume to hold its j j 
ground for a generation or two, as a standard elementary text-book. Captain j) 
James, being a soldier, indulges in no waste of words, he is concise and K 
clear throughout the work. The first volume of Mr. Harrison's work, Spirits j) 
before our Eyes, will come out at the close of next week, and is already in i j 
encouragingly extensive demand. ' 9

FREE SUNDAY EVENING CLAIRVOYANT SEANCES.
Eveby Sunday evening, at seven o'clock, services in connection with 

Spiritualism are held at the Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour Street, Port" 
man Square, London, by Mr. J. W. Fletcher, and the proceedings close 
with a public trance and clairvoyant stance. The meetings are well con
ducted, the accommodation for the public is good, and these gatherings are 
proving exceedingly beneficial to Spiritualism, for they are attracting earnest 
attention oil the part of some of those who have previously given little 
thought to the subject. The following is a report of what took place at the 
close of the service last Sunday night :—

Mr. Fleteher, in the clairvoyant state, said: As I was sitting during the 
singing, I saw a spirit come very near to me, and it still stands before me. 
She brings with her the spirit of a child—of a little girl—who she is holding 
by the hand, and they both appear to wish to signify their presence to a 
gentleman present. The child has been some time in the spirit world, for 
I know by the brightness of tile light that she comes from some very spiritual 
sphere, reniote from earth-life. She holds up some beautiful white flowers, 
which signify her name in some way. Now I see her name written before 
me—“Daisy.” It is her spirit name as well. I see these word;, written— 
“We are all with you to-night, but I tried most to come, beeause I have 
been sitting beside you all the evening, and I knew you would be glad to 
hear a word from me. I wanted to fill you with a stronger thought and 
influence, that I might come closer to you by-and-by. We are nearer to 
you than any earthly friends can he, for we can read your heart. Let all your 
doubts pass away, they only keep us further from yon. We are both here.” 
I see- “ Robert ” written as well, as belonging to the gentleman they came 
with. There is some- lady here as well, to whom they came to speak. They 
may indicate the persons to whom they come, perhaps.

A gentleman here rose and said that a lady present had asked him to state 
that she recognised the spirits.

Mr. Elotelier continued : A spirit of a gentleman is near me, who has 
been in spirit-life for a year; he is rather tall, has bine eyes—not black or 
dark. He has a brown heard, and looks down to my left, saying—“I have 
been with yon all the time you were away, and while you were in associa
tion with one very dear to us both ; and I am glad to see, too, how well he 
is doing. I feel he is the one link between the future and the past, and 
though miles and miles separate him from you, I am often with yon both, 
I will try to help him to be a useful man by aiding him to unfold his mind. 
I am often with you hi your home—oftener still with him. Often your 
thoughts stray baek to the past, and when you think strongly of me'it is 
beeause my spirit-presence is about you.” He is speaking to somebody oil 
my left. If anybody recognises him, the saying so will lielp the spirit and 
be a relief to me. He is waiting for recognition.

There was no response.
Mr. Eletehor, after a long pause, added; If anybody recognises the 

spirit, will he kindly say so ? I cannot get free from his influence—that 'is 
why I ask.

Still no response.
Mr. Eleteher, after waiting some time, said : I see the spirit of a lady 

who has not been long in the spirit world. She seems very anxious to 
speak to some friend oi hers here, in the earth-life, and she is beckoning as 
if calling to some one from this hall. I am taken far away from here to a 
large place where the people are assembled together ; music fills the place, 
and while the people wait I see her walk out before me. Now I see her 
suffering and ill, and there are two who she is very anxious to speak to— 
one who was not near her when she died, and the other was kind to her 
when here. I see a wreath of flowers and the letter “T,” and that is 
meant as the initial of her name. She says : “ It is not for any test that I 
have come, hut because of my great desire to tell those who were kind 
to me here that though my voiee is still in death, I am happy in a land 
fairer than this. I am with my friends—let them know that. When they 
stand in the place dear to me, and look into the eyes of the people I love, 
I am there too, and I rejoice that I still live in the hearts of my people.” '

An officer in the army here rose, and said that he fully recognised tile 
description. After the close of the proceedings, the information was given 
to us that the description applied to Titieus, and that a day or two pre
viously he had plneed a wreath of flowers on her grave. Will lie next week 
authenticate this, by publishing full details with his name and address 
appended P

Mr. Eleteher continued: Somebody calls “Helen!” There are two 
you wish to speak to, but Helen is the nearest.

The medium was next entranced, and gave a short address on “Ereedom,” 
from the spirit of the late George Thompson, anti-slavery reformer, and 
formerly M.P. for the Tower Hamlets.

Mr. Fleteher, again in the clairvoyant state, said ; There is the spirit of a 
gentleman here, almost in the earth life. He says : “ I wish to send a 
message to my brother. Tell him it is liis own fault if he docs not hear 
from me- more ; he has strength of mediumship enough, and I am with him 
often, very often. When he allows his fingers to wander, I sometimes try 
to lead them into the old familiar words, to remind him of my presence. I 
have- come to-night to renew a link of connection between my spirit and 
his.”

No recognition of this communication was announced, and the meeting 
separated.

Those who recognise descriptions, should at the same time give their 
names and addresses.

Mb. W. II. Pbeece recently called the attention of the Society of Arts to 
the merits of the Harmonic Electric Telegraph invented by Mr. Cromwell 
"Varley.

At the W est-end of London, Spiritualism is making much more progress 
in private than in public. The chief portion of its advance is not publicly 
seen.
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PRACTICAL LESSONS IN SPIRITUALISM*

* A paper read before the National Association of Spiritualists,

BY LOUISA ANDREWS. <

It is with much diffidence and self-distrust that I have j( 
complied with the request made me to come before you to- > 
night, feeling, as I do, how little I have to offer worthy the ( 
attention of those who, like yourselves, have devoted them- j 
selves for years to the investigation and study of all that ( 
appertains to Spiritualism. Many among you have had > 
opportunities for experimental research, and happy communion 
with spirit friends, in the home circle, which have been denied ) 
to me. I have had to depend upon public mediums, and it U 
is, perhaps, because I feel very deeply my personal indebted- i) 
ness to them that I am always ready to speak a word in their 
defence. I am well aware that those who are so happy as to p 
have in their own families, or among familiar friends, the 
material for forming private circles under the best conditions, i) 
enjoy advantages not otherwise attainable. R

But, on the other hand, since in everything the law of com- P 
pensation works its beneficent results, something, I think, is j( 
gained in going, as a stranger, from one powerful medium to P 
another, and receiving from them proofs of spirit presence i ( 
and tests of identity, the more striking and impressive as j ? 
coming from those unfamiliar with one’s past history, modes 
of life and thought, habits, feelings, and wishes. Il

Much is corroborated in this way, and many little links get j ( 
joined together till they make at last a strong chain of evi- I? 
dence. Varying forms of mediumship and different influences K 
throw unexpected gleams of light upon obscure points, and p 
our views in regard to all that relates to medial agency, and j \ 
the intercommunion of the worlds of spirit and matter, be- 
comes expanded and made clearer. At any rate, I must praise i 
the bridge which has carried me so satisfactorily over the < 
dark chasm of doubt and dread; and I cannot forget how )
many thousands have had, like myself, to depend on the much ?
maligned agents of spirit power, and through them have i) 
obtained not only knowledge, but comfort invaluable and l< 
unutterable. This being so, we cannot afford to depreciate 
these sorely tried workers, or make their way harder by \< 
treating them as if guilty, until they prove themselves, not p 
once or twice, but hundreds of times, to ever new claimants 
for crucial tests, innocent of fraud. A medium can never j) 
subject himself to tests conclusive enough, nor come unscathed ■:( 
from the fiery furnace of sceptical investigation often enough j) 
to give him any acknowledged claim to public confidence. This I ( 
is, in a measure, the result of causes beyond our control. A ! j 
medium habitually honest may', under certain conditions, be p 
led into wrong-doing. We are none of us proof against the P 
temptations that most easily beset us, and sensitives are, K 
more than others, susceptible to influences, good and bad; P 
but for myself, if I believed that one possessing genuine pow’er j j 
had in some particular instance been led astray, I should P 
either be silent on the subject, warning him privately, and p 
striving to influence him towards the right, or else I should p 
tell the whole plain truth, leaving others to j udge of the facts I ( 
as known to myself. Vague hints, such as we often hear in |? 
disparagement of noted mediums, may do great damage, bnt i' ( 
hardly can do good, either to them or to the public. All must jl 
judge for themselves, but I think more patient forbearance, P 
more kindly consideration in our treatment of sensitives, and I < 
more deliberation in forming conclusions, for or against the i} 
genuineness of phenomena, would be productive of very bene- 
ficial results. Especially should we be cautious in deciding | ( 
upon the exact amount of responsibility resting upon those i ( 
through whom form manifestations are obtained. From what |j 
I have seen and heard, I question whether any man living is | 
able, in all cases, to draw correctly the boundary line between i! 
what should be considered genuine in materializations and 
what is in reality not that which (as we understand matters) p 
it purports to be. I question whether either the medium or I ( 
the spirit always knows how much of the bodily form is used j! 
in the incarnations. In some cases (as in that of Mrs. Comp- I < 
ton, whose dress was nailed to the floor and who was other- !) 
wise secured) the medium has disappeared from her seat while 11 
some of the powerful male forms showed themselves, being p 
found again in her place with all the fastenings intact when | 
the stance was over. In other cases mediums have been found, [) 
as you know, to have lost in weight (though this in itself is |< 

hardly conclusive, since a table can be made, in an instant, 
light or heavy by spirit action), and sometimes we are told of 
loss of size—while in still other well-attested cases, the face 
of the living woman has become transfigured, and has taken, 
before the eyes of those looking directly at her, a totally 
different appearance, sometimes becoming that of a man with 
beard and whiskers. I have heard of a wonderful case of this 
flesh transformation occurring with a well-known American 
medium, the particulars of which I cannot now enter into 
These things being so, how can we always and surely know 
where fraud on either side the line begins? The spirit 
acting upon matter, may go on drawing from the body of the 
sensitive till he has drawn it all, and yet be quite innocent of 
any deceptive intent—perhaps even unconscious that he has 
not left enough behind to save the poor mortal, from whose 
flesh and blood, as from a fountain, he obtains his supplies, 
from cruel suspicion, and even, it may be, from the violent 
assault of enraged sceptics.

I have seen the most astonishing extremes of scepticism 
and of credulity among Spiritualists and so-called investiga
tors, and I do not know which most completely blinds the eyes 
to the light of truth, though it shine like the sun at noon-day.

I have known would-be investigators sit with Slade in full 
daylight—getting writing on a slate placed before them on 
the table—being touched by visible and palpable hands, and 
seeing objects moved about at a distance from the medium; 
and these wise men of Gotham, after leaving the seance room, 
only shook their heads, with an air of critical dissatisfaction, 
remarking that they had heard a suspicious gurgling in the 
medium’s throat which they could not understand! On the 
other hand. I once attended one of Gordon’s seances in New 
York, which in the way of deception and credulity was not 
only ludicrous, but disgusting and amazing. Ludicrous, 
because the veil covering the fraud was so absurdly thin and 
transparent—disgusting, because it was fraud, premeditated 
and audacious—and amazing because nren and women who 
appeared sane, and as intelligent as the average, looked upon 
this ridiculous exhibition and actually believed it to be a 
splendid aud convincing spiritual manifestation ! If I should 
have myself time, after telling you something of my own ex
periences (which I regard as object lessons more impressive 
than any words), I should like to make a few remarks in 
regard to what seems to me the vital importance of physical 
mediumship, and the mistake those make who undervalue the 
solid phenomenal fact-foundations of the spiritual temple. 
Mental perceptions and impressions, the wonderful psychic 
powers manifested in clairvoyance, should, it would seem, be 
enough to convince men of their immortality ; and yet my 
sympathies are with the doubting Thomases.

How many such there have been and are ! And for them, 
as for myself, I welcome the “ proofs palpable,” as helping us 
to realize and appreciate those mental evidences, which ought 
perhaps to suffice, bnt do not, except with the few. Schopen
hauer, Martineau, Broussais, and many others, knew the 
facts of somnambulism, and yet continued incredulous 
as to the future life. It was not, I believe, till Elliotson 
witnessed some of the physical phenomena that he woke from 
his nightmare of unbelief and blessed the coming light, 
Schopenhauer was himself clairvoyant, as he tells us, and yet 
he lived and died an atheist and a Sadducee.

There seems to be a vague sort of idea that to despise the 
senses and what they bring us, is spiritual and elevated. Are 
words from the lips of a clairvoyant necessarily more 
spiritual, farther removed from the physical plane, than those 
from the lips of a disembodied spirit ? Does not the 
simple fact of their being uttered by such lips 
suggest more than the intellect can well grasp ? In 
either case we receive these words through the sense of 
hearing, or if we read of them as having been spoken, 
through that of sight ? We cannot receive much in any 
other way, while imprisoned in the earthly body. Those 
who are not themselves mediums and clairvoyants, must de
pend on such eyes and ears as they have. He who lives on 
the plane of the senses is a very poor sort of animal, but he 
who fails to recognize in them the channels through which 
has come all that he distinctly knows, not only of the world 
about him, but of his own intellectual and spiritual nature, 
is surely not a true philosopher.

Now, however, I will, before wearying you by dwelling 
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upon thoughts and opinions of little value, perhaps, except 
to myself, relate how first I became convinced of the 
truths of Spiritualism,., and what that convietion has done 
for one bereaved and doubting heart. My record of seances 
was always made at the time. I never trusted to memory : 
and most conscientiously have I always, to the best of my 
ability, • stated the exact truth, without embellishment or ex
aggeration. The revelation I am about to make to you would ' 
seem too personal were I addressing a public audience, but 
with only Spiritualists before me, I feel that, as such, they 
will receive with kindly sympathy such details as are neces
sary in an explanation of my awakening to the reality and 
meaning of those marvellous facts which now seem almost too 
familiar to excite our wonder.

Seven years and six months ago, I sat quietly employed 
with some needlework in one of a suite of rooms which we 
occupied in a hotel in the pretty rural town of Northampton, 
Massachusetts. The day was bright, and outwardly, like any 
other in our beautiful Autumn, when more, perhaps, than at 
any other season the air seems full of peace and gladness, 
And yet that day was destined to stand for ever alone and 
awful in my memory, and to work, by one sudden and terrible 
blow, a change in my inner life greater than I could then 
have conceived of as possible. My younger son, a lad of 
twelve, was with me, and, asking leave to go to the library, 
across the street, for a book, he left me. After closing the 
door, be opened it again, and spoke, smiling brightly, a few 
words, which I will presently repeat to you. This merry 
smile was the last I ever saw on that dear, familiar face ; the 
words, so lightly spoken, the last I ever heard from those lips. 
In less than fifteen minutes from that time the form that had 
been so full of life lay senseless, and was moved only by the 
last struggle of the departing spirit.

To those here who are mothers, I need not speak of an 
agony beyond all understanding, except through the sym
pathy of hearts that have loved and mourned. My little son 
had always clung to me with passionate affection, and what 
his loss was, coming as it did, with such a terrible shoek, no 
words can tell. I was erushed, bitter, rebellious. I felt that 
he had been murdered by cruel carelessness, and that there 
was nothing I could rely upon, or believe in, since such 
things were permitted, and no Divine power stretched out a 
hand to save. I sank into utter despondency, and could not 
wish to live. I knew I still had duties to perform, but a 
black pall covered everything and I could see nothing clearly 
—could only feel that the light had gone out of my life for 
ever. In this state of mind I was persuaded to go on to New 
York, and seek, if haply I might find, in Spiritualism some 
hope or consolation. I took a letter of introduction to the 
venerable Dr. John Gray, known by name to all who are 
familiar with the works of Robert Dale Owen, or with the 
history of American Spiritualism. The kind old gentleman 
received me with tender sympathy; and took me in his car
riage to the house of Charles Foster, the medium. After a 
seance in which many startling evidences of spirit presence 
and control were given, I sat talking with Dr. Gray in rela
tion to what had taken place, and turning again towards the 
medium, asked, with that heart-craving so hard to satisfy, 
“ Could you get from the spirit you say is present the last 
words I ever heard him speak?—that, indeed, would be to me 
a convincing test.” Mr. Foster feared this would not be 
possible, and I continued my conversation with the Doctor, 
when, glancing at the medium, I saw he looked pale, and 
appeared as if listening to something. After a moment's 
silence he spoke, just in my little boy’s cheery, eager way, 
saying, “ Mother, if Robbie' Day comes, please ask him to 
wait, I won’t be gone five minutes.”

These were the words my son spoke when he looked in at 
me from the open door, and which no one in New York had 
ever heard.

Naturally I was overcome with surprise and emotion, and 
Mr. Foster tried to soothe me,—but Dr. Gray, laying his 
hand upon my shoulder, said, “ Let her weep. She will 
never again shed such bitter tears as in the past.” How often 
have I recalled those true prophetic words ! This was the 
first lifting of the veil, and the light which streamed through 
upon me then has never been lost (though sometimes obscured 
by transient clouds of doubt), but has grown brighter and 
more beautiful from that day to this. During this same

1
| seance I asked Mr. Foster, “ Can my son tell you the cause of 
| his death ? ” The reply, coming instantly, “ He tells me he

| was killed.” I then asked : “ Can he give you the name of 
| his elder brother?” Immediately the hand of the medium
| wrote with wonderful rapidity, the words, “ Dear mother, as 

|| a test to you that I am here, I say, give Launcelot my tools.” 
“But,” said Foster (who you know is not a reading man), 
“ L.a.u.n.c.e.l.o.t., is that really his brother’s name ? and do 
you spell it with a u ? ” I only mention this to show that it 
was the hand, but not the mind, of the medium that wrote. 
The allusion to the tools might have been a guess, but evi

l dently ignorant as he was of the name (not. at all common in 
J America) he could not have hit upon it by chance, and it was 
j not easy to convince him that it was correctly written. I 
> | then requested to know if my son would give me the name of 
( | the child he loved so much when here. “ He says,” was the

I repljr “ that he will write it on my hand,” and making a slight 
j | exclamation, as one might from the sudden prick of a pin, the 
j medium held out his hand, closed, before me. At first I saw 
j nothing, but in a moment the name “Bertie” appeared plainly 
j written on the back of it in running hand, as if traced in 
I blood under the skin. It was the name I had asked for. Mr. 
) Foster was an utter stranger to me and mine, and Dr. Gray 
(i had avoided even a formal introduction.
j It was a few days after this that I first sat with Slade, 
( having had other seances with Foster, and one, to which I 
) went with my dear friend Robert Dale Owen, with Mrs. 
j Underhill, the eldest of the Fox sisters, who had long ceased 
! to be a public medium. All Slade’s sittings were at that time

held either by day or gas light.

When I first knew him, between seven and eight years 
i ago, I do not believe any consideration or any bribe would 
j have induced him to sit in the dark. He dreaded to be in a 
i totally dark room, even when not giving a seance, lest some
! thing should touch him. I have feared sometimes, when the 

manifestations were in any way unusual, that he would go 
into convulsions from fright and excitement, he being subject 
to nervous spasms very distressing to witness. Owassoo, his 
principal Indian control, used to get out of all patience with 
him, because he would (as he said') “ up jump and squeal ” just 

) at the wrong time.
( At my first sitting, in the forenoon of a sunny day in Jan- 
/ uary, 1872, I obtained slate writing—while holding the slate 
( myself—and got very sweet and natural communications. 
( Hands patted me in the full sunlight, touched my face, and 
j played with my watch-chain, taking the watch from its pocket 
j and replacing it. At one of these early sittings, I asked if my 
j | son could kiss my hand, as he so often used to do, and at once 
j felt warm lips pressed on the back of the hand which rested on 
i my lap.
j Once or twice, at my request, the imprint of teeth, which

gave me a little playful nip, was left quite red upon the flesh, 
/ and, also, moisture from the tongue and lips, which I had felt 
j touching it.
i Hands of different sizes and forms—from Owassoo’s large, 
\ strong and copper-coloured, to those of a little child, my baby 
} boy Ernest (as I was told), that played with my necktie—were 
{ held before me, sometimes uncovered, and sometimes under 
II the very thin cambrie of my handkerchief, so that I could

I examine them carefully. Several times a hand was forced up

> my sleeve, showing plainly as it moved, grasping my arm, 
although between my wrist and the table, near which I sat, 
nothing was visible. A cord tied about my waist was untied 
by fingers whose motions were visible underneath the cloth

i of the jacket I wore. Tight double and treble knots which I 
made in it were undone in the twinkling of an eye. There is 

1 nothing very new to you in this, but the fact of its occurring 
in broad daylight may make it worthy of notice. Once, 
having desired that I might take some mark home with me, 
as evidence that the hands were real, though I had said nothing 
to any one of this wish, my arm, above the elbow, was 
pinched blaelc and blue, so that the bruises lasted for weeks.

t 1 thought how very much I wished it was Dr. Carpenter’s 
Iarm !—that he had sat there, in my place, holding the hands 

of the medium, and that materialized “prepossessions,” or 
“cerebral hallucinations,” in the form of very muscular fingers, 
had made their mark on this gentleman’s scientific flesh. Of

i course he would nothave believed (except in some new theory of 
' his own) ; but I should like, all the same, to try .upon scepticism
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incarnate the effect of such pinches as made me cry aloud Ui 
for mercy. ip

At the first materializing seance which I ever attended, on 
the evening of January 11th, 1872, Slade, after he entered the ) 
room where our sittings were held, hung up a small black ( 
curtain, simply a yard-square piece of cambric, with an aper- i 
ture cut in it a foot in diameter. This curtain he stretched (I 
on a string, so that it hung down on the side of the table 
opposite me, then seated himself by me and we joined hands, (i 
I saw that evening several faces and heads—the most fully ) 
materialized and lifelike being that of my sister-in-law, Edith j 
Andrews, who passed away in my house when about twenty ) 
years of age. The brown curling hair fell upon the neck, tho 
head was crowned with a chaplet of white roses, and the > 
drapery about the bust, arms, and shoulders was as if made < 
of a silvery-white gossamer inwoven with glittering threads ) 
of gold. I feel well assured that this drapery was never t 
made in a material loom. The hands of this young girl were, j 
in earth-life, remarkable for their beauty, and those delicately < 
moulded hands were shown—held up, at my request, against ) 
the dark curtain—in more than mortal loveliness of tint ( 
and outline.

I not only saw the sweet mobile face several times, but the U 
head was turned in various directions, once with the back to Q 
me, and the medium took some of the soft dark ringlets in his ■■ ( 
hand.

On two occasions the lips moved and distinctly articulated i ( 
several words, although, from the wavering motion of the head’ ) 
it seemed to be floating in the air—and I do not think the ( 
form was materialized below the waist. Once this spirit sent ) 
a spoken message to one of her brothers ; and again she spoke, ( 
leaning towards the medium, and saying—“ Put a paper on S 
her lap and I will write.” This was done—a sheet of note- ( 
paper being laid upon a slate held upon my knee. i /

In a moment or two, a fair, slight hand came from beneath ; I 
the table, holding a long pencil which Slade had just told me 
he saw the spirit taking up from a desk at the far end of the j ( 
room, and wrote under my eyes, the delicate white fingers i) 
tracing the words as I watched them. (

The hand disappeared as it reached the frame of tho slate, i) 
by passing beneath the table, and the instant afterwards we 
saw it, still holding the pencil, at the aperture of the curtain—■ j) 
then, as the medium said he saw the form going towards tho H 
desk, the pencil was thrown from that direction (opposite tho j 
medium) and fell upon the table close to my hand. |!

On another evening this same lovely hand came up close to u 
me with a star of intensely brilliant light glittering upon its 
palm; as it receded nothing could be seen in the distance but i) 
this dazzling light, which was quite steady and indescribably 
pure and clear. :

In after seances I saw, just across a small table (once peep- i 
ing, with a smile, over the edge of it), the glad blue eyes and 
happy face of my dear boy, with the lock of hair, that always H 
would fall over his forehead ■when he played, hanging down j; 
nearly to the eyebrows. i s

liis face, however, I never saw so fully incarnated as that ( 
of his aunt Edith. Although the form of the head and face, j 
and even the rosy tint upon the cheeks, were quite visible, < 
the light, instead of falling upon it from without, seemed < 
partly to emanate from it, which rendered the outlines less ( 
distinct and more etherial. Many times I have seen the ' 
pattern of the wallpaper and other objects through these faces 
and forms, for, with Slade, there seemed less corporeal sub- 1 
stance in them than I have seen with some other mediums. I 
They were, to me, rather more than less beautiful on this 
account, for one so fully realised, in looking at them, that 
they were not mortal flesh and blood. With Mrs. Mary 
Andrews, at Moravia, the faces were so exactly like those of 
living men and women that it was difficult to believe them 
to be spirits clothed only for a few minutes in a visible body. 
But that they were genuine I was entirely convinced. We 
have no medium in America more thoroughly genuine and 
in every way honest than she is, although quite uneducated, 
and seeming to feel little interest in Spiritualism. The com
plete incarnation of the faces and forms in her case was the 
more remarkable because she was quite wide awake and in 
her normal condition—never entranced during a seance, nor at 
any othei' time. She used to laugh and talk with us from 
the cabinet, describing those forms which could not succeed in 

coming forward into the light. Remarkable tests of identity 
were frequently given at her stances. In recalling my 
many seances with Henry Slade, I really do not know what 
to describe which will be most likely to interest you—so 
much must be omitted, and it is difficult to make selections from 
others. I stayed for weeks together, at different times, with 
this wonderful medium, making as free use of the stance room 
as if it had been in my own house. As to psychography : I 
have obtained it in screwed-up slates, on paper, on my pocket- 
handkerchief, and on the very high ceiling of the stance room ; 
but after having seen the detached hand actually holding the 
pencil and forming the words, I could hardly, for myself, 
desire more in this way.

Dr. Slade, who understands only English, has obtained 
direct writing in French, Spanish, German, Dutch, Latin, 
Greek, Russian, and Chinese. One singular thing I noticed 
which may possibly be new to you.

I observed once on a slate, which had been written upon, 
while on the top of the table, some words erased, as if with 
damp fingers. I afterwards requested the spirit to rub out 
portions of a written sentence, and several times this was 
done. The marks of wet fingers were distinctly visible, the 
moisture left by them remaining for some minutes. Several 
times I have noticed a word erased in this way, and another 
written in place of it. Also, sometimes, when I have attempted 
to take up a slate just filled with writing, I have found it 
difficult to lift. It did not give the impression of being 
heavy ; the attraction seeming rather magnetic than that of 
gravitation—like the resistant, adhesive force which is felt in 
pulling the armature from a powerful magnet. In this con
nection (though by no means imagining that the one fact 
elucidates the other) I might mention that scissors, knife, or 
needles become magnetic when carried for a short time on Dr. 
Slade’s person.

I believe the singular phenomenon of the explosion of 
slates, held for writing, was witnessed by several in England. 
Twice I have seen it—once when I held a corner of ono in 
my own hand. Most of it was reduced to a coarse powder. 
One day, not long before Slade left America, a gentleman 
showed me a large hinged slate he had just bought, hoping 
to get it written upon to send away to some friends. A few 
minutes afterwards he came down from the stance room with 
the frame of it and some fragments in his hand, the rest 
having been powdered by the explosion. He went out 
directly, bought another, tied it up firmly, and sat down upon 
it—when, fortunately, it did not explode, but was filled with 
writing in that position. At an evening stance, with the gas 
partially turned down, and in a room where I had been for 
some time, flowers, fresh and dewy, roses, violets, and carnations 
fell from above upon the table, filling the air with their power
ful fragrance, which could not have been disguised had they 
been present when the sitting began. At my request, a 
warm, slight hand, quite wet from contact with the moist 
flowers, arranged them, one by one, in my hair, patting my 
face with the soft, damp fingers. I have had garments 
brought me through closed and locked doors, and once a letter 
w’hich I had left, tied up in a bundle in a locked trunk in my 
bedroom, up two flights of stairs. As I had money in this trunk, 
I had hidden the key away where I thought it would be safe. 
After the sitting, Slade, taking the letter up in his hand, asked 
“ Would you like me to tell you what is in itP” It was one 
among a number which I had received from a gentleman in 
England on the subject of Spiritualism, and as it contained 
nothing confidential, I told him he might if he could. 
Holding the envelope enclosing the letter up to his forehead, 
he gave me, sentence by sentence, all the contents, scarcely 
missing a word.

In a light room books have come sailing through the air 
to me, and once ti large, heavy dictionary fell on the medium’s 
hand (having been brought from a desk some distance from 
us), making quite a sore bruise. At an evening sitting, when 
Slade had turned the gas up high, because he said he wouldn’t 
have violent manifestations, the walnut table at which we 
sat rose up into the air, turned upside down aud floated over 
our heads, afterwards righting itself and descending again, 
slowly and quietly, to its former place.

One of Owassoo’s favourite tricks, when his medium first 
consented to sit in the dark for spirit voices and other mani
festations best obtained in that way, was firing off what he 
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called his “pistolin ” (a spiritually improvised firearm), much 
to Slade’s annoyance—for the explosion and flash coming so 
unexpectedly, and sometimes so close to us, were really 
startling to nerves less sensitive than his. A manifestation 
which the spirits called “ The burning bush,” and which I 
witnessed while staying with the medium in 1873, was very 
remarkable. The gas was partially turned down, and we. 
had been watching various articles as they were moved about 
by invisible hands, when, suddenly, there streamed up from 
the floor, towards the corner of the room nearly opposite 
me, what appeared like an outburst of actual fire, illuminating 
the walls near which it seemed to burn. The auiverin"-, 
leaping flame was accompanied by a slight crackling sound, 
and thick vaporous clouds rose from it, rolling up in volumes 
to the ceiling. It lasted some minutes, and the medium was 
much agitated, but I quieted him at last, and the seance went 
on. W e examined the spot where the fire had seemed to be, 
but .there was no trace of anything upon the carpeted floor.

I was afterwards shown flaming hands, of different sexes, 
from which a stifling vapour poured so thickly as nearly to 
conceal from me my left arm when the fiery hand came 
between it and my face.

The spirit fingers which seemed on fire felt cool as they 
touched my cheek and lips. I was told that this manifesta
tion was similar, in its nature, to that of the burning bush. 
On an evening seance in the spring of 1874, my sister being 
with me—both of us staying in the house with Dr. Slade—we 
heard a loud rumbling, as of mimic thunder, such as might 
be made upon a drum or tambourine.

It came from the table, which thrilled and trembled under 
our hands, and after lasting several minutes, was accompanied 
by vivid flashes, as of lightning, in the air. Presently the 
lightning seemed to strike the opposite wall with a brilliant 
flash and loud explosion. Three times these thunder-claps 
and lightning-flashes were repeated, greatly to the medium’s 
horror and consternation, when a sudden shower came on, 
the watery drops dashing into our faces and trickling down 
from my hair, wetting very thoroughly the top of the table. 
There had been no water in the room when the sitting began. 
Liquid perfume also has been poured over us and the table in 
quantities. I once took on to New York with me, when I 
went there for sittings with Slade, a small musical box which 
had belonged to my son Harold ; one of those little childish 
toys which are made to play by turning a crank. This little 
box was broken, the crank, or handle had been lost, many of 
the pins were gone, and no sound could be produced from it 
without taking it to pieces and moving the barrel with the 
fingers, when, of course, it was mere sound not music. In 
several seances this box played, while floating in the air, and 
also while I held it in my hand, feeling every vibration dis
tinctly. There was, at intervals, a sound as of winding-up, 
sometimes taking place while the box rested on my hand or 
my head, so that the jar naturally produced by such an ope
ration was plainly felt. I have held it tightly clasped, from 
the time that I heard and felt the music proceeding from it, 
until the sitting was over, so that there could be no doubt as 
to its identity. Of course I do not believe that this broken 
box, the mechanism of which did not admit of its being wound 
up, was actually and mechanically made, by winding, to play 
airs which it was not constructed to play. I have had an 
instrument of this kind (if I may so speak- of a spiritual crea
tion) much larger and heavier than this, though invisible, 
placed upon my lap and upon the table before me, the music 
from which was as loud and clear as that obtainable from any 
large-sized music-box manufactured of wood and metal.

This spirit-made box, when set down upon the table, gave 
out a louder, fuller sound, just as a material instrument 
would if placed on anything which acted as a sounding-board, 
and seemed, like a material machine, to require winding. 
And yet, no such instrument—that is, none made by mortal 
hands—was in the room or the house. While its weight and 
its vibrations were plainly felt, as it rested on my knees, I 
passed my hand over the place where it seemed to be without 
perceiving anything. When placed upon the table the 
vibrations through the substance of the wood were distinctly 
perceptible to the touch.

The little box of which I have spoken, before it began to 
play, trembled like a live thing, hither and thither, about 
the table, creeping along from side to side, till at last it 

L ventured too near the edge and fell off, but was speedily 
- restored to me by a spirit hand. Also, I havo seen a small 
( silver bell move about in the same way, coming towards me 
> or receding, at request, and also dancing in a very lively, 
s fantastical manner, tipping comically from side to side, till, 
/ at last, getting very much excited, it hopped up and jumped 
s like an acrobat, through the aperture of the curtain hung for 
-' materialization. Afterwards, we saw a small white hand 
\ holding and ringing it. Permit me here to pause in my 
/ i record of experiences, and call your attention to the singular 
I'j fact, that what we call spirit, when acting upon matter, 

j seems to manifest properties or attributes, which, to our 
| ignorance, appear contradictory. For instance, the fingers 
| rubbing out words written on the under side of the slate 
! must have passed through matter to reach the writing, and 
j yet, had not the material on which the words were written 
j offered resistance to the spirit touch, those words could not 

have been rubbed out by it. Again, when I felt the weight 
of the invisible music-box on my lap, and yet could perceive 
nothing there, when passing my hand over the spot where it 
seemed to be. How could this thing, whatever it whs, have 
substance enough to be subject to the law of gravitation, or, 
in other words, possess weight, and yet not be perceptible to 
the touch ? Why should some of the nerves and muscles of 

\ my body feel it as weight and others not perceive it as 
I tangible ?

I Once, when Dr. Slade spoke of seeing the spirit form of 
j my little son seating himself on a chair close by my side, I 

saw a woollen table cover, loosely thrown together in a heap, 
upon that chair, pressed down as by the weight of one sitting 
on it. At my request, the invisible spirit several times 
arose and re-seated himself. Whenever he got up the table
cover moved as if relieved of a pressure, and when the 
medium spoke of seeing him sit down, the cloth was again 
pressed together, as by a superincumbent weight. I have 
also seen a shadow cast by a spirit form invisible to me. Of 
course, you have all seen more or less of such things. I 
fully realize that I can tell you nothing more wonderful 
than your own experiences have made familiar to you: but 

I sometimes, I think, we fail to appreciate how much these 
things indicate, nnd ho w limited and incorrect they prove 
our generally received ideas on the subiect of matter to be; 
showing that we shall have to revise end correct our im
pressions, or at least to hold them in abeyance, before we 
can begin really to u nder^^ what we call spiritual phe
nomena.

i I do not wonder that Zollner should have fled in scientific 
[ despair to the fourth dimension to seek for the key to these 
i mysteries, though it does seem strange that he had what he 
j believes to be this key hidden away beforehand among his 
i theoretical treasures. I suppose those familiar with the 
l higher mathematics may understand what this fourth dl

l'i mension signifies, when brought down into the “concrete 
{ prIcaitai ” ; bunl thianot ane! 1 mysalfofrigha from entli c 
I aruayf, bocauslI rth nomen ibn leass eomprehreld elm therry; 
j mor wind powuro fo udt;h dimeIsitnai ” etnas wonkd bel^ikehy 

te poseestin ehe way of knia-tyi ng ayd oUme quedr hnthgg0f- 
\ mmre of ^atrea s and in thisignerancel cm noa, I ^^hgii^t^, 
( ovitOeut yenyrcspscmyr^ conipaninnseini So far, mhedd, 
li theonioi hem enetonal beings, nt clmnentah and
j i aramflliaries, t f psy^HC fence, which (being sciendO c, 
/ i diicrcins ehanrmeo f tpirii1 and ah odiu-s of whioh dknew 
< onyteing1 laoer ss, oor anylhyi oomyreheoiion wo tderubject, 
1 vcrai mnoh where were brihiCi d tlo nqu reyihat a”l 
\ thent 1hf ofias ma y nod be mitre on Wcso te uea “ PlyoCih aorce ” 
) w hou a nawc,ind<lfii■ltlr co.I ynn-nsmmittat. a liavdno 
( pretudice c Cooeur od dense Oimenrinno, ncr dem I tbi’set to 
) rlemeolyra and clamrn0ariel, cnly Oocl I finn. mo’leln for- 
(i whech im whioh,any d lAundre minhe nico o 11'61^,
? wiWen n ”hryOy uol oilce to do, ao I haveheard tha0 Chuy aro 
- very mr coChw very eeneerousto ” poor Amnricany pioitual- 
f tots.” ehe ica^nrd labe whe gcvs ur ”his timrly ^vcteirg 
j ce rtainly kyIW all ebm” iador iho atturek me horsoiO thot 
( phe hac C^nc cm rhe most iaiimotetnomi widh one bf chese 
5 sediertgendemrnCoo we than sixteeI ynars! se ceems
\ to me thrO whst, as Or uih-sey ktaOi we shouhl aveCd- ih en 
-1 whe one loud, a too fr ee iaduin■ enoai^n theo^ylandl en Hoe 
( i odwto .cuoti cxOrew ccoutioil ass hinders sneie from giviuy a 
-! ^t^i^9 to anythiya, adst ietheyOd, us -enn1byI pro \w Wo ng 
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something else. Some psychologists, as I noticed in 
listening to an address lately delivered by the learned 
President of the Psychological Society, do not venture 
to eall a spade a spade, lest future seientifie investigation 
should prove it to be a shovel. We may, of course, if we so 
desire, doubt all things. Mr. Huxley tells us that “ all we 
know about matter is that it is the hypothetical substance of 
physical phenomena, the assumption of the existence of which 
is as pure a piece of metaphysical speculation as that of the j 
substance of mind,” “ The materialist, the idealist, and even i 
the theologian,” he says, “ may be right, but each has to make 
an assumption whieh is entirely beyond proof.” Your great j 
poet asks, “ Do we not live in dreams ? ” and your great | 
scientist answers very decidedly in the affirmative. So, 
between dream and dream—the dream of the Spiritualist and 
the dream of the Materialist—we are free to choose. Mr. 
Huxley bids us “make a desert of the unknowable, and the 
divine Astraca of philosophic peace will commence her blessed 
reign.”. If Mr. Huxley likes to live in a desert with his 
divine Astraca, and enjoy what he calls “philosophic peace”—• 
a peace that certainly passeth understanding (seeming to un- | 
scientific minds very like that vacuum which in old times 
nature was said to abhor)—no one should object: but tastes 
differ, and since “ dreams are true while they last,” I prefer 
to plunge boldly into that mysterious ocean on whose shores i 
we abide, and bring up from its h’dden depths my pearl of :■ 
faith.

If we Spiritualists are to be scorned for our credulity, Mr. 
Huxley is, on the other hand, hardly consistent as a sceptic ; 
for would he not, if he were, sit down upon a mathematical 
point of knowledge in his desert (the one faet of which he is 
sure that we ean know nothing), and stay there safely, since 
on all sides the quicksands of doubt and “ theoretical assump
tion” are ready to engulf alike idealists, theologians, and 
materialists? One great dream swallowing up the smaller ones, 1 
and leaving behind neither matter nor spirit, soul nor body ! |
The god Doubt seems to be the only true God to minds like i 
his, and in Him all things perish and lose their being. ■:

Seriously, is it not quite essential to progress, intellectual L 
and moral, that we should believe, simply and earnestly, in ' 
a few things, and accept as explanations of the phenomena i 
which are always (in and out of Spiritualism) presenting ' 
themselves for solution, what most commends itself to our < 
reason and judgment as accounting for them satisfactorily ? 1
Always being ready to eliange, or modify, our opinions as i 
more light comes, and never allowing ourselves to become so J 
fixed in our ideas and conclusions as to be enslaved by that < 
“ foolish eonsistency ” which Emerson ealls “ the hobgoblin 
of little minds.” i

I will now describe a seance which was very striking to those 
who witnessed it, though I know how impossible it is to give ! 
you any adequate idea of its thrilling effect. On the evening i 
of April 19th, 1874, I persuaded Dr. Slade to let me hang up 1 
a quilt, as a eurtain, and see what we eould get. Noone was 
present but the medium, my sister, and myself. We began h 
by sitting all three together at the table, the quilt which we i j 
had arranged being behind Slade; but he became so nervously i 
excited that Owassoo took possession of him and laid him, in i' 
deep trance, on a sofa behind the curtain. b

We soon heard much rustling, as of drapery, and also ] 
voices, as of persons talking together in whispers, with an i 
occasional moan from the medium, and his regular breathing. J 
In a few minutes a person came from behind the eurtain and 1 
stood at my back. I heard the rustle as he moved, and his j 
whispered words, but eould see him only as a whitish cloud. ' 
He whispered—“ It is Harold. I am come to you, mother ! I j 
am near you always. Give my love to brother Launce. Do not 1 
worry about him. We are watching over him, and he is safe.’’ d 
Some other words were spoken which I failed to hear dis- I 
tinctly. Again whispering was heard, as of several voices i 
speaking fast, though so low that wo could not distinguish H 
the words. At intervals the medium sighed and moved un- d 
easily, as one in troubled sleep. A moment’s silence, and i 
then a tall form, clothed in flowing white raiment, with a i 
hood drawn so far forward as to shade the face, while his H 
robes seemed, by the rustling sound, to trail as he moved, |) 
came up behind me. As I turned my head I could see the K 
whole tall form. He spoke his name, “ Daniel,” and made a |) 
slight shaking sound as of a subdued cough. It was a young 

man in whom we were (are) much interested, who had fought 
throughout our war and had come home only to die, soon 
after, of hemorrhage from the lungs and rapid consumption. 
He said several things which I did not hear plainly, several 
times repeating the name, “ Launcelot,” and something 
about “ excitement,” but saying again, as Harold had done, 
“ He is safe—we are watching over him.” This spirit placed 
his hand on my neck and shoulder ; then, as my sister and I 
sat close side by side, he took us both in his arms, pressing us 
together in a strong and loving embrace. He then placed a 
hand on each side of my face, and leaned forward, so that his 
heavy drapery fell over my head and shoulders. Again and 
again his firm hands were caressingly laid upon my neck and 
arms—then he walked, step by step, past our backs and to 
the left of where we sat, and passed slowly all round the table 
till he came to my right side, where a ehair stood, and on this 
chair he sat down, remaining seated, motionless and silent, 
for some minutes. Then he arose slowly, and stepping with 
one foot upon the ehair, placed the other on the table, and 
standing erect upon it, directly before us, with his head elose 
to the gasalier, where the light was burning low, he again 
remained still for some time. I asked him to look 
towards me, which he did, the face appearing dusky, 
and either because of imperfect materialization, or because 
of the shadow east by the overhanging hood, I could 
not distinguish the features. He stood upon the extended leaf 
of the table, as no mortal form, not even that of a little child, 
eould have done without tipping it over—and perhaps it 
was to satisfy us that it was not a mortal form that he placed 
himself there. After standing for awhile, he glanced down
wards, as if to see that the chair was properly placed then 
stepped upon it, and from thence to the floor. Just as he 
descended, we heard a sound like an electrie snap, and with 
a loud, nerve-thrilling rustle, the tall, solid-seeming form eol- 
lapsed and became in an instant invisible. This sitting took 
place on Sunday evening, and we know of no especial reason 
why the spirits should speak of “ excitement,” in connection 
with my son Launcelot, and should reiterate the assurance 
that they were watching over him, and that he was “ safe.”

The next morning the papers told us of a terrible accident 
which had happened in the eity of Newark, New Jersey, the 
evening before, about an hour before the sitting took place. 
A horsc-car on one of the street railways, in descending a 
hill, was, from the giving way of a brake, precipitated down
wards with fearful velocity, and before reaching the foot of 
the declivity, meeting with some obstruction, was turned com
pletely over, eoming down upon its roof, which was eruslied 
in. The passengers were most of them injured, some cut 
with broken glass, and others having fragments of splintered 
wood driven through their flesh—nnly two or three escaped 
unhurt, and one of these was my son.

I have spoken several times of Owassoo, Slade’s Indian 
control, and wish to say that, although I began by feeling 
sceptical as to his individual entity, I became well convinced 
of it long ago.

He was very fond of getting hold of a watch, and Slade 
used sometimes to be greatly puzzled to know what could be 
the matter with his.

One day Owasso, told me, in confidence, that while his 
medium was asleep, he was showing the inside of his watch 
to another Indian, and just touched a little thing, when it went 
“ whizz! ” and stopped. He was very sorry, he said, and 
wouldn’t do so any more, but begged me not to tell the me
dium, as he would be very angry.

Of course I gave my word, and kept it. A few days after
wards, he (Owassoo) was complaining to a lady, an acquain
tance of mine (Mrs. Lane, of New York) that he hadn’t any 
watch to do as lie pleased with, and she told him that if he 
ehose he might come to her house and do as he liked with 
her cuckoo elock, which he greatly admired. He expressed 
himself mueh delighted, saying he should certainly go. Soon 
after Mrs. Lane returned home, her clock began to strike, 
and struck a hundred, and from that time it could not be 
made to go properly. One evening, while in the house with 
Slade, I was suffering from severe headache, and he, influ
enced by Owassoo, made passes for my relief. He was going 
that night with some friends to the theatre, and as he was 
talking with me by my bedside before leaving, there came 
loud raps on the headboard.
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I asked if Owassoo, too, were going to leave me; he said, 
“ Yes,” but that he would come back and see me.

Between ten and eleven o'clock my bed was violently ) 
shaken. I said nothing about it to any one, but Owassoo, < 
when he next controlled Slade, said, “ Squaw, you feel me 1 
shake your bunk last night ? ” One night while visiting my 
son, then a Yale student in New Haven, my sister living in 
New York with Slade, I had a bad • attack of nervous head- ( 
ache, and suffering great pain, said aloud— “ 0 Owassoo ! 0 (
dear spirits ! do help me ! ” In the night, I was awakened ( 
by a hand repeatedly touching the back of my neck, and ris- ? 
ing on my elbow, leaned over the edge of the bed to see if ( 
anything were visible. The next evening I received a letter (
from my sister telling me that Owassoo had said to her— \ 
“ Squaw Andrews headache bad last night. She say, ‘ 0 ? 
Owassoo ! 0 dear spirits! help me! ' and me there, me ( 
and Harold boy, helping her all the time ! and in the night ( 
me touch her, and she put her head up and look—look—but \ 
she wouldn't see anything at all.” ?

Owassoo was a Mexican Indian, and speaks still a mixed \ 
dialect of Indian and Spanish. When speaking indepen- ) 
dently, his voice and manner are just the same as when using j( 
the organism of the medium. A Spanish lady who had several 
sittings with Slade in New York, could understand most that ( 
he (Owassoo) said, so many of the words being Spanish. At j 
one time Dr. Slade began to walk in his sleep, and Owassoo ( 
told Mr. Simmons he must be broken of the habit at once, 1 
and that he (Mr. Simmons) must give him a whipping when- 1 
ever he attempted to get up in his sleep. This Mr. Simmons te 
said he should hardly like to do, when the Indian declared D 
that he himself would administer the salutary castigation. j 
Some nights afterwards, Mr. Simmons was awakened by 
Slade's getting out of bed, and speaking to him, found that q 
he was asleep. In an instant a slipper came flying through \\ 
the air and began vigorously spanking the offender'—after n 
which there was no more sleep-walking. In view of all this j j 
and much more of the same kind, I have felt myself con
strained to accept Owassoo's personality. If, however, more j 
scientific minds find “ psychic force,” or “unconscious cerebra- ) 
tion,” or “ an epidemic delusion,” more satisfactory as a theory ( 
and more plausible as an explanation of that which inflicted j( 
personal chastisement for remedial purposes, and even, when 1) 
dental aid was required, drew a tooth for the medium, I have 1t 
nothing to say. 0

(To be continued.)

Price Five Shillings. Post free. Cloth. Richly ^ilt,
“RIFTS IN THE VEIL.” •

Contains, among various standard specimens of the work of some of the best 
minds in Spiritualism, a portion of tho continuation of

THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD,
Purporting to have been given hy the spirit of Charles Dickens through a 
writing medium ; the selections display the humour and genius of Dickens. 
The book also contains some

SPIRIT TEACHINGS,
Given through the mediumship of “ M.A. (Oxon).”

A CHEAP EDITION
of this refined work has just been published.

Price Thu.ee Shillings and Sixpence, post free.
This edition is one of the cheapest and most elegant works ever published 

in connection with Spiritualism.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London.

Will be Published in a few Days,

Cloth, Crown 8vo, Red Edges, Price Five Shillings and Sixpence. Post Free
THE FIRST VOLUME OF

SPIRITS BEFORE OUR EYES.
By WILLIAM H. HARRISON.

The Book is full of evidence of Spirit-Identity.
The Superfine Edition, bound in half calf, Eight Shillings and Sixpence.

The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C.

Just Published,

SPIRIT-IDENTITY.
By “M.A. (Oxon).”

Cloth 8vo, red edges, price 6s. post free.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.O.

Now ready, the Second and Concluding Volume of the
MECHANISM OF MAN:

LIFE, MIND, SOUL.
A POPULAR INTRODUCTION TO MENTAL PHYSIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY.

By EDWARD W. COX, S.L.,
President of the Psychological Society of Great Britain.

Vol, II. Treating of the Mechanism in Action, Trice 12s. Gd.
Vol. I. may be had, price 10s. Gd. ; the work complete, 22s, Gd.

CONTEOTS :
Part II.—THE MECHANISM IN ACTION.

Book I.—The Normal Action of the Mechanism of Man.—Chapter 1. Intro
ductory ; 2. The Action of tho Material Mechanism in Health ; 3. Of Un
conscious Cerebration ; 4. Of Mental Sympathy and Communion; 5. Body, 
Mind, and Soul in Health.

Bookll. —Tbe Abnormal Action of the Mechanism. —Chapter 1. Introduction 
—The Psychology of the Future ; 2. How to bo Pursued; 3. Objections and 
Objectors; 4. Precautions in Research ; 5. Prepossession and Dominant Idea ; 
6. How wo Know ; 7. Scientific Evidence ; 8. The Plan Proposed.

Book III.—Of Sleep and Dream.—Chapter 1. Whut Sleep Is; 2. Tho 
Physiology of Sleep ; 3. The Mental Condition of Sleep ; 4. The Seat of 
Sleep; 5. Of Dream ; 6. The Material Mechanism of Dream ; 7. The Psycho
logy of Dream; 8. The Phenomena of Dream ; 9. The Philosophy of Dream ; 
10. Connlusionn.

BookIV.—The ^henomc■naofDeliriumandlniamt.y.—Chapter 1. Delirium; 
2. Insanity.

Book V. The Phenomena of Somnambulism.—Chapter 1. Introduction ; 2. 
Somnambulism ; 3. Natural Somnambulism ; 4. Artificial Somnambulism ; 
5. ThePhcncmena of Artificial Somnambulism ; G. The Physiologyof Somnam
bulism ; 7. The Psychology of Somnambulism.

Book VI.—Superse^no^ Perception.—Introduction; Chapter ]. The 
Phenomena of Superieniunui Perception ; 2. The Physiology and Psychology 
of Superse^i^s Perception.

Book VII.—Trance.—Introduction ; Chapter 1. The Phenomena of Trance ; 
2. The Physiology and Psychology of Trance.

Book VIII.—Psyehism. — Introduction; Chapter 1. Objections and 
Objectors; 2, Tho Witnesses; 3. Psychic Force; 4. The Methods of Inves
tigation ; 5. The Phenomena of Psychism ; G. The Psychio ; 7. The Physio
logy of Psychic Force; 8. The Directing Intelligence ; 9. Phenomena of 
Psychism; 10. More Phenomena of Psychism; 11. Other Phenomena of 
Psychism; 12. Communicated Phenomena; 13. The Physiology and Psy
chology of Psychism.

Book IX.—The Argument.—Chapter 1. Tho Summing up ; 2. Conclusions.

LONGMAN AND CO., PATERNOSTER ROW.
Just Published.

Price One Shilling. Cloth. Red edges.

A CLERGYMAN ON SPIRITUALISM.
Narrating how a Clergyman prayerfully and earnestly inquired into Spirit
ualism, and setting foith his experience.

With a dedication to
The REV. SIR WILLIAM DUNBAR, BART.,

BY

LISETTE MAKDOUGALL GREGORY,
Dealing with some of the diffi culties of the Clergy in rclationto Spiritualism. 

The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C.

Nlw fftty. Fim tihiRrngs .
A FORECAST OF THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.

Being Short Essays on some Important Questions on Religious 
Philosophy.

By EV. W. CLARK .
Contexts i—Tlie Philos oph y of IIoR md Buffering—Corinoimie : IU Place 

and FBnctmn — ReRgrnn ond ^gma — Psyc^um and nnintual1rm — The 
Philosophy of Inspiration and Revdarion—Christianity: Its Place andlluman 
Elements. .

London ; TI'urhroann Co^ 57 anS59r Ludgorn-hill, E.U

■ ti'inl he jnibUslhed i— a Few Dayy:
Pric e 2s. 6J., Crown 8vo. Cloth. Red Edges.

MESMERISM, WITH HINTS FOR BEGINNERS.
By Captain John James

(Formerly of the Ninetieth Light Infantry).
A text-book by an author who has had thirty years' experience in 

Mesmerism.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London.

Price Two Shillings. Tost free. Cloth. Red Edges.
SPIRITUALISM.

By P. P. Alexander, M.A.,
Author of Mill and Carlyle, Moral Causation, etc.

This work contains among other items of interest a reb^d of ohonrmbna 
observed at seances by the author, and a close criticism of Bome of the writ
ings of Professor Tyndall about Spiritualism.

“ Mr. Alexander is unquestionably a very clever writer.”—Saturday liei'itut. 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Llrrmibury, London.



May 16, 1879. THE SPIRITUALIST. in

BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHO
LOGY, MESMERISM, ANTHROPO
LOGY, AND BIOLOGY.

Representing tho English and American Literature of Spirit
ualism, obtainable of W, II. Harrison, Spiritualist Newspaper 
Branch Office, 3S, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London, 
W.C.

[For purposes of mutual convenience tho above office has 
boon rented on the premises of the National Association of 
Spiritualists, but tho Association and The Spiritualist News
paper and publishing business are not in any way connected 
with each otUov.]

RESEARCHES TN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT
UALISM, by William Crooks, F.R.S. The best work 
ever published to scientifically demonstrate the reality 
of some of tho physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 6s.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In this 
extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to 
reveal to him by vision events connected with tho early 
history of geological specimens. These sensitives thus 
saw the Mastodon and other extinct animals as if living 
and moving bofero them; they likewise saw the scenes 
by which these prehistoric animals were surrounded. 
Tlio Author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
portions of difl’otont planets, and they gave descriptions 
of the inhabitants, physical goography, and vegetation 
of each. The book is illustrated with numerous engrav
ings, drawn by tho sonsitives as tho visions passod 
beforo their eyes. Tho substance of a review of this 
book in " Tho Spiritualist” was to tho effect that there 
is no doubt ns to the integrity of tho author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants 
who would not cheat him. Tho question as to the 
reliability oi the narratives therefore narrows itself Powu 
to tho question of the reliability of clairvoyance, which, 
when employed to gain information about distant places 
on earth, has been found sometimes to give accnrato 
results and sometimes inaccurato results. Tho review 
further expresses tho opinion that if ever interplanetary 
communiratiou should bo established, it will bo by 
means of clairvoyance or some other of tho latent and 
little understood spiritual powers in man. Three vols. 
ii-ls. • or 8a. per singlo volumo.

WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,
The “ Poughkeepsie Seer”

„ II. 
,,TTI. 
, . I^!.
.. v.

Tho Physician. Vol. I. Gt. Harmonia
Tho Teacher. ”
The Seer.
Tho Reformer.
Tho Thinker. .. .. ,. . .
Magic Staff. An Autobiography of A. J, Davis .
Arnbula, or Divine Guest . . .
Approaching Crisis; or, Truth v. Theology . .
Answers to Ever-recurrring Questions from tho People. 
Children’s Progressive Lyceum Manual . .
Death and tho Afton-Life . . . .
History and Philosophy of Evil . . .
Harbinger of Health . , . . .
Ilftmonivl Man; or. Thoughts for the Ago . .
Events in tho Life ofvScer (Memoranda) . .
Philosophy of Special Providence . . .
Froo Thoughts Concerning Religion . . .
Penetralia ; Containing Harmonial Auswers . .
Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse . . .
Tho Inner Life: or, Spirit Mysteries Ex-lviueP . 
Tho Temple—on Disease of Brains anil Nerves . .
Tho Fountain, with Jots of New Meanings . .
Tale of a Physician; or Seeds and Fruits of Crime . 
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims . .
Conjugal Love, Truth v. Theology . . .
Moruiug Lectures . . . . .

s. d.

7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
7
2
3
3
7
3
7
2
3
7
6
7
7
6
5
2
3
7

6
6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
G
0
0

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.
Oriental Religion (Johnson) , . . . 24 0
Religions of tho World (Leigh)—A well-written little 

book, recommended by The Spiritualist news
paper . . . . . . .26

Keys of tho Creeds . . . . .50
Tho Wheel of tho Law (Alabaster)—A book containing 

interesting particulars aud legends relating to 
Buddhism , , . . . . 11 0

History of American Socialisms (Noyes) . . 19 0
Tho Romantic History of Buddha (Beal) . . 12 0
Cvtouv of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal) . , . 15 0
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale

Owen . . . . . . .76
Tho Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of tho 

Zulus, by tho Rev Henry Gallaway, M.D. In six 
parts . . . . . . . 16 0

Tho Life and Teachings of Confucius. Translated into 
English, with Preliminary Essays and Explana
tory Notes, by James Legge, D.D. . . . 10 0

Myths and Myth-mnkers. OldTalosand S’ponstitions 
interpreted by Comparative Mythology, by John 
Fiske, M.A........................................................................ 1 0 6

Swvs-I-lIiud ? or, A Voice from tho Ganges, by an 
Indian Officer . . . . . .50

Tho Life and Works of Mencius. Translated into 
English from tho Chinese Classes, by James Legge, 
D.D., LL.D........................................................................ 22 0

On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (allegod) 
Explanation of tho Mystorios of Aodetu Spirtual- 
ism, Dreams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital 
Photogiaphy, Faith, Will, Origin of Life. Anaes
thesia, and Nervous Congestions, by Robert H. 
Collyer, M.D......................................................................1 2 6

Tho Dervishes ; or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P, 
Brown, Secretary of tho Legation of tho United 
States ofAmerieaat Constantinople . .10

Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, 
North Germany and tho Netherlands, by Benjamin 
Thorpe. In three vols. . . . . 19 G

Tho Koran; commonly called tho Alcoran of Mvhom- 
mtil. Translated into English immediately from 
tho original Arabic, by George Salo . . 10 G 

Price Five Shillings. Cr. 8vo. Post free. Cloth, red edges.
The new book by

“M.A. (OXON),” on

PSYCHOGRAPHY.
Illustrated with Diagrams.

SYNOPSIS OP CONTENTS.
List of Works bearing on tho subject.
Preface.
Introduction.
Psyehography in the Past:: Gbid enstubbo—Crookos. 
Personal Experiences in Private, and with Public Psychics. 

General Corroborative Evidence.
I.—That attested by the senses ;—
I. ——‘Sight.—Evidrnonef——r. E.T. B eme-t, a Malvern 

Reporter, Mr. James Barns, Mr. H. D. Jencken.
2-.—Of Hearing.—Evivencn of——M Serjeant Coc, Mm 

George King, Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood, Canon Mouls, 
Baroness Von Vvy, G. II. ApshevP, W. P, APsPovd, E. H, 
Valter, J. L. ‘’Sullivan, Epes Sargent, James ‘’Sargent, John 
Wctherboe, II. B. Storer, C. A. Greenleaf, Public Committee 
with Watkins.

II. ——fdo tht Writing of Lanvuauvs unkn^onoi Uo fht 
Psychic :—

Ancient Greek—Evidence of Hon. R. Dale Owen and Mr. 
Blackburn. (Slade) ; Dutch, German, French, Spanish, 
Portuguese (Sladet; Rkssi^noEvidcnec of Madame 
Blavatsky (Watkins) ; Romaic—Evidenco of T. T. Timvy- 
euis (Watkins); Chinese (Watkins).

III. ——ram S pSeiaiT eshsts hiahU rertuluo rentvus Prepa
ration of the Writing :—

Psychics and Conjurers Contrasted ; Slade before the 
Research Committee of the British National Association of 
Spiritualists. SlvPo Tostcd by C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci. ; 
Evidence of—Rev. J. Page Hopps, W, H. Harrison, and J. 
Seaman (Slade); Writing within Slates securely screwed 
together—Evidence of Mrs. Andrews and J. Mould; Dicta
tion of Words at tho Time of the ExpcvimcutoEridcnec of— 
A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., Hensleigh Wedgwood, J.P., 
Rev. Thomas Colley, W. Oxley, George WylA, M.D., Miss 
Kisliugbury; Writing in Answer to Questions Inside a 
Closed Box—Evidence of Messrs. APsPead; Statement of 
Circumstances under which Experiments withF. W. Mouck 
wore conducted at Keighley; Writing on Glass Coated with 
White PaiutoEvidcnec of Benjamin Coleman.

Letters addressed to The Times, ou the subject of the 
Prosecution of Henry Slade, by Messrs. Joy, JovP, and 
Professor Barnett, F . R.S.E.

K^derce of W. H. Harrison, Editor of The Spiritualist. 
Summary of Facts Narrated.
Deductions, Explanations, and Theories.
The Nature of the Force: its Mode of Operation—Evidenco 

of C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci., aud Conrad Cooke, C.E.
Detonating Noises iu Connection with ^—Evidence of 

^eusle1gP Wedgwood, J. Page IIopps, and Thomas Colley.
The NvIuvc of the Intelligence—Dr. Collyer’s Theory ; Dr. 

George WvId’s Theory; TPo Oculist’s Theory; The Spirit
ualist's Theory.

London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.

Post Free. Prico Five Shillings Cloth.
(With a Frontispiece.)

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY.
BY EPES SARGENT.

C0NTnNsr.
Chapter I.—The Materialisation of Spirits in the Past— 

Ptychie3oMr. A. R. Wallace on SeivitsoTvugiblc Appv- 
r1tionsoTPe Materialisation of Spirits through Kate Fox, 
J. Koons, tho Davenport Brothers, D. D. Hume, and 
Ferdinand Jeuckon—Spirit Forms, Drapery, and Flowers.

Chapter II. — PPcnoiucual Proofs of Immortality— 
Scientific Theory of Spirit Manifestations—Kan^Emere,. 
oroeratcsoGcncsis of the Belief in Immortality.

CuiPTEE II[.—Materialisation of Spirits vtjMorvviv, N.Y., 
and ElscwPcrcoTcstimony of Various WitucsscsoMcdikm- 
sPip of Mrs. Andrews, Dr. Slade, and Mrs. Hollis Billings— 
Katie KiugoJoPn King.

Chapter IV.oMatcvivlisvtions iu EnglvndoMcd1kmsPip 
of Mrs. Guppy, Miss Cook, Mr. Williams, Mr. Hetuo—Ex- 
ecv1mcutsoTc3timouy of Various Witnesses.

Chatter V.—Scientific Investigation—Experiments by 
Mr. Will1vmCvookos, F.R.S.—Mr. Se^caut Cox—The Dialec
tical Society of LondonoTPcory of Psychic Force.

Chapter VI.orpirit and MvttcroArc there Two Sub
stances? — ImmvLcrivlityoAne1cut Belief in Spirits — 
Immortality iu tho B1blcoAksustinc—DcseartcsoSeinoza 
—Herbert SeoneevESwoPenborgEPt‘ooes of Spirit Power 
over MvttcroTcstimony of S. C. HvlloW. H. Harrison.

Chapter VII.—Tho Priority of Spirit — The Senses— 
Testimony of SccvaoSeirit PPotogvvpPsoHogcl1au Doctrine 
of NatkrcoFcvvicv’s Abuse of Spiritualists.

Chapter VIII.—Miss Cook’s McdinmsPie — Her own 
Aee•okutoTcstimouy of Mr. C. F. Varlcy, Mr. Win. Crookes, 
Mr. W. II. Harrison, Mr. H. M. Dumphy, Mv. J. C. Luxmoro, 
Mrs, Ross■CPkreP, Miss Kislingbury—Conclusive Experi
ments by Mr. Crookes.

CuieTm IX.—Phenomena iu AmcvieaoTcstimony of Dr.
C. Rvuo, Mr. R. Dale Owen, Mr. A. B. Crosby, Mrs. A. A. 
Audrews, Mr. Irvine, Rev. S. Watson, and Rev. R. S. Pope.

Chapter X.—Materialisation Through the Mediumship of 
the Eddy nrotPcrsoAmazing Phenomena.

Chapter Xi.—TPc Spirit Body—Trustworthiness of Soev- 
sliip - SwcdcnborgoKavdce—CPa.scrvyoCvbvnis—Colcridge 
— Bacon — LuLhcroCvlvin — PlutavehoCPavlcs Bonnet— 
Materialisation of Clothing and Ornaments.

Chapter XII.—The Power of Spirit over Matter.
Chapter XIII.—Unity of Forces and Phenomena.
Chapter XIV.—Rclvtious of Spiritualism to Belief iu 

God — Atheistic Spirits and rccrsoOeiuions of Mill, 
Spencer, Lowes, and Buehucr—Dcsign in NvtkvcoDivinc 
Personality.Chapter XV.oTPo Divine Nature TvIuuc.

Chapter XVI.oRclatious of Spiritualism to Morality— 
The Direct Bearing of Spiritualism on Aopv’ity — Sin 
Punishes Itself — A Moral Creod — The Teachings of 
Spiritualism.Chapter XVII.—Tho Message of SpivitualismoOld Reve
lations Made New—Notions of a Future Life—Humboldt— 
Newman—KantoStraus3oLcou CascoIndil^cvcnec to Life— 
Personal ExecricnecsoThc McsmcristSoKevnev-ejections 
to Spiritualism — The Satanic Theory — GuldenstabbOo 
James Martiucvlu—VoyseyoSoutimont Must Yield to Fvots.

CuAeTBE XVIII.—Further Proofs Palpable—Spirit Photo
graphs and Mvtcr1alisvt1onsoThe Facts and Inreroneeso 
Concluding Reflections.

London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.

Prico 5s. Imperial 8vo. Cloth, richly gilt. Post free.

“RIFTS IN THE VEIL.”
A collection of choice poems and prize essays given through 

mediumship, also of articles and poems written by Spiritu
alists. A useful book to place in the public libraries, and to 
present or send to those who are unacquainted with Spiritu
alism.. It contains much about the 'religious aspect of 
Spiritualism (given through the writing mediumship of 
“ M.A. (Oxon),” and is one of the most refined and olegant 
works ever printed in connection with the movement.

CONTENTS.
Introduction : The Philosophy of Inspiration.
I. —— o ‘ Berstkul uVWte Morhta er eatA-” Givev thtaugh 

the trance-mediumship of Cora L. V. Tappan-Richmond.
II. —The Ap^^tton op Sengireef. nty SophiB AksakoC.
III. ——he T rTnsiatton of ShAley to tht H igiieh Life. Givev 

through the tvanec•mcdikmsPie of T. L. Harris.
IV. ——ono Home. Giyev th-psou tht tcapanemsSidekfiSSp 

of Lizzie Doten.
V. i-TOTPtrnl ohtf^e PpirK^i Given tn rough the tranco- 

mediumship of Cora L. V. TaeevA-RiehmouP.
VI. —Angel’Oua-Sed.
VII. ——n A llegod Poet-Martrrs WwO by Charics D iakens. 

How the writings were produced : The MadAifiecnt Egotist, 
Saesov. Ms. Stollop reveals v Seevet? A Majcstie Mind 
Severely Tried : Dwellers in Cloisterham: Mr. Petes Pock
craft and Miss Keep: Critical Comments.

VIII. —The —tIPst op teie Period. By Geory ma Weldvn
(Miss Trchcruc) and Mrs.-------- .

IX-Moiray Mil .Mi Given vSnough thh thance-mcdiumi 
Bhip of Lizzie Dotcn,

X.—Odd by “ AclamaaAa.”
XLorwcPcnbovg ou Men and Women. By William 

Whitt, Author of The Life of Swedenborg.
XII. —116811^10 By Carolyne A. Buokc.
XIII. ——bno-mml SpeeOrtv of Dogf, and o tOea

Animals. By Emilc, Prince of Wittgenstein.
XIV. —To You who Loved Me. By FlovoAec Mavryat.
XV. —OaBolatioo, BB CCtolm- A. BBukki
XVI. —OiTtut Give^n -hdangh Hit msSill•i^ksSip pf ‘‘ M.A.. 

Oxon.”
XVII. —Thy—Tve. By, Florence Mueoort.
XVIII.—EHlutntg g piriitjt By tht B aBan^o Adelms Voii 

Vay (aokutcBB WuvmyvvnP).
XIX. —^^^^ihm^i^tb Grief fof tht D epaetrto
XX. —The Brown Ladd of I^ti^i^^t^. By Lucca 0. Stonr.
XXI. —A Vision Vi Death. tty Ca^rlio.a A. BivAo .
XXII. —A S—a St a HanvteA ^ttde. uy F. b. Th.©!^. 
XXIII.—“Love tht TiTtu anti Peacv,” By yhtDeVi C.

MAuricc Dvvios, D.D.
XXIV. ——Iit End-, Atos, snA dses o. MrAodn Sprrituat- 

ism. By Louisa Lows.
XXV. —Dd Pevfennis. BB ^nn B^^v^weill
XXVI. —.Eccieet ThTPghS tnd diadem npirituatisln. By 

C. Cvvtcp Blvko, Doc. Sci., Lecturer on Comparative 
Anatomy at Westminster HospitAl.

XXVII.——ia S eSoaauskel ’TiTrA-atad dy Emily KKlinin 
bury from tPc German of SePillov.

XXVII.—Thc Relation oeSp1pltuvlism to Orthodox Chris
tianity. Given through the mediumship of “ M.A., Oxon.”

XXIX. —— Seancn in -ht Sui^-^^. By yhc Rev. C. Mmv^^ 
Dvvios, D.D.

XXX. —“Ma SrAl-.” BB Fl:el•rGne Mavvpat,
XXXI. ——he DaatA-heeG of SpieitualV31St By Epep

Sargent.
XXXII.——t Toucu p. j. Aantnhed Hand. By tiie Rev. 

C. Maurics Davies, D.D.
XXXIII.—D^tS. By Barottne A, Surke.
XXXLV.—The Spirit Creed. Through tho mediumship of 

"M.S., Oxon.”
XXXV.—Th— Tan A aS SUerne. By W, H. HHr risvn.
XXXVI.——he Preffipiedif. By Alici W«fP^^P1^-l

(EuncBevllOA).
XXXVII.—Oongfsflow’ePositi.on in Relslton - o SpIeitu- 

vlism.
XXXVrTT—Spiritual AvniecBtvtiOAS among tPo Fakirs in 

India. By Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Nv-upvI 
PailOBOePy, Be^t; translated from Psgckic Studies (Lciezis) 
by Emily KiBlingykry.

XXXIX.—TPo Poctrv of reicAeo. By W. H. Harrison.
XL.—AoditvtioA ant tPo Voice of aonseicAec. By Alox. 

Calder.
X LI.—DIvsc. By Mrs. Eric Bvkor.
XLII.—Epigrams. By Gerald Massey.
XL1II.—Some of tho Difficulties of the Clorgy in Rolvtion 

to reivituvlism. By LiBettc AvkPougvll Gregory.
XLIV.—ImmoptAlita. By SlevcP Russol Wvllvcc„F.R.G.S. 
XLV,—A ahilP’s Prayer, By GcpvIP Aasscy.

London, W.C. ^^^i^u<dis^ Newspaper BsvasP Office.

Mediumship : its nature and
VARIETIES.—. PvmePect eontviAing useful infor

mation for those who hold or who arc about to hold spirit 
e1pelc8 in tacir own homos. Published vt The Spiritualist 
NtwBpvect BrvnoP Office, 33, Grovt KkBBOll-Btroct, London,
W.C. Prico Id.; Postepeceov Hd.j or six eopioB post eros for 
Cd.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW,
Formerly issued Quarterly vt 2s. Cd., is now enbl1saoP 

AontPly vt 6d., or 7s. per annum iu advance, post .^0.

CONTENTS FOR iTSY.
The Existing Breach botwocn Modem Culturo and tPc 

Popular Faitli; by John S. Farmcp—An English ScopcBS of 
the 17th Century; by J. W. F.ESeiritkal1sm in Chili; by 
Pepigpiku3—Some rpipituvl ExesvieneeB of the aoloyrated 
Italian Physician, Jerome Cardan; by A. M. H. W.—A Pri^r^ 
Proof ofithe Probable Truth of Seirituvl^sm; by Alex. Auavo, 
Jr.D.E'ppogreBSion by Antagonism; by M,EThe Future of 
Seiritkalism; by Thomas SUos-cv.

LoaPoa : E. W. Allon, 11, Avo Maviv-lvAc.
Glasgow : Hvy Nisbet and Co., 62, Roeewovk-lvne.

P. O. Orders evyvylo to Hay Nisbet vud Co., as vbovo.

JAMES MALTCY,
ARMY TAILOR AND ACCOUTREMENT ASKER 

To Hee Majesty's Military and Naval Forces. 
Everything of the best quality.

At special prices to Spinitualists, to whom veeoreuetB cva 
be givou. 6 pov cent for cash.
8, HANOYER PLACE, REGENT’S PARK, LONDON, N.W



iv THE SPIRITUALIST. May 16, 1879.

- Just Published, ;
Price Sevon Shillings and Sixpence, post free. Crown 8vo,

. richly gilt, ,
THE LAZY LAYS.

AND PROSE IMAGININGS 
BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON. ‘ ’

An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of Poetical and Prose 
Writing's, Grave and Gay.

The gilt device on the cover designed by Florence Claxton 
and the Author.

Contents.
Part 1.—Miscellaneous Poems and Prose Writings.

1. The Lay ofthe Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the News
paper Editor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4. The 
Castle.—5. The Lay of tho Fat Man.— 6. ThePoetry of Science. 
—7. How Hadji Al Shacabae was Photographed. (A letter 
from Hadji Al Shacabac. a gontlcman who visited London 
onbusiness connected with a Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha 
Ben Buckram, Chief of the College of Howling Dervishes at 
Constantin opte.) —8. The Lay of the Broad-Brimmed Hat.— 
9. St. Bride's Bay.—10. The Lay Of the Market Gardener.— 
11. “Fast Falls theEventide.”—12 Our Raven.—13. Material
istic Religion,—14. The Lay of the Photographer.—15. IIow 
to Double the Utility ofthe Printing Press.—16. The Song op 
the Mother-in-Law.—17. Wirbel-bewegung.—18. “ Poor Old 
Joe’”—19. The Human Hive.—20. The Lay of the Mace- 
Bearers.—21. A Love Song.—22. AVision.—23. “Undortho 
Limes.”—24. The Angol of Silence-

Part 2.—The Wobblejaw Ballads, by Anthony Wobblejaw.
25. Thc Public Analyst.—26. General Grant’s Reception at 

Folkestone.—27. The Rifle Corps.—28. Tony’s Lament.—29. 
The July Bug.—30. The Converted Carman.

Opinions of the Press.
From The Morning Post.

The Morning Post, whieh strongly recommends the book in 
reviewnearlyacolumnlong, says :—“Comic literature which 
honestly deserves the epithet seems to be rapidly becoming 
a thing of the past; consequently any writer who, like Mr. 
Harrison, exhibits a genuine vein of humour, deserves the 
praise of all who are not too stupid to enjoy an inuocent 
laugh. Not that his muso restricts herself only to such 
lighter utterances ; on the contrary, some of his poems 
touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings of ou r common 
humanity. . . . The unfortunate Hadji’s narrative of his 
adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite 
one of the funniest things that has been published tor years. 
. . . The book contains quite enough to ensure it a welcome 
from which its tasteful appearanee will not detract.” The 
Morning Post says of The Wobblejaw Ballads:—“Nooneean 
help laughing at them,” and it says that the rhymes are 
pitched in “ something like the same key as The Bon 
Gaultier Ballads or The Biglow Papers, with an appreciably 
successful result.”

From The Court Journal,
“All are of marked ability. . . . Occasionally we find verse 

cf great beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure 
poetic gift.”

From The Graphic.
“Those who can appreciate genuine, unforced humour 

should not fail to read The Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings. 
Written, printed, published and reviewed by William H. 
Harrison (38, Great Russell-street). Both the verses and the 
short essays are really funny, and in some ofthe .tatter thero 
is a vein of genial satire which adds piquancy to the fun. 
The Lay of the Newspaper Editor is capital, if rather severe, 
and so is The Lay of the Mace-bearers; but one of the most 
laughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he went to be 
photographed.”

From Public Opinion.
“A volume of remarkably good verso. . . . Some of the 

metrical legends remind us ofthe wild chants that used to be 
sung at the meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or 
fifteen years ago. Mr. Harrison, however, knows where to 
plant his fun, and an accurate scientific mind like his can 
make jokes with success. ... To ad wko wish to read a 
pleasant volume magnificently got up as a gift-book, wo 
eommend The Lazy Lays.”

From The Bookseller.
“ An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and 

humorous fancies, some in verseandotheisin prose, and all 
written with a fluent and not ungraceful pen. The vein of 
humour which permeates them is genuine, rieh, and original, 
and not at all ill-natured.”

• From Nature.
“ Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases 

alluded to, and the imprint bears that the work is published 
* a.p. 1877 (popular ehronology); a.m. 5877 (Torquemada) ; 
a.m. 50,800,077 (Huxley).’ We believe that our readers 
may derive a little amusement from a perusal of the 
volume.”

From The British Journal of Photography.
“ Tho Lazy Lays include many admirable pieces, some of 

whieh are in verse and others in prose, some scientific, 
others social, but all of them excellent. . . . The Lazy Lays 
will make excellent and amusing reading for an occasional 
spare half-hour. . . . They contain nothing unrefined or in 
bad taste.”

From The Dublin University Magazine.
“How Hadji Al Shacabac, an amiable Turk, was photo

graphed, is well done. . . . Bound in a cover of somewhat 
powerful design.”

From The Photographic News.
“ Mr. W. H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar 

in connection with photographic and other scientific 
literature, has considerable facility of versification, and 
deals, in pleasant and humorous mood, with many scientific 
follies which are better laughed down than gravely dis
puted.”

From The Scotsman.
“ In Mr. W. H. Harrison’s Lazy Lays ami Prose Imaginings 

there is a good deal of broad humour and satiric power, with 
a due foundation of solid senso.”

From The Bradford Daily Chronicle.
“ Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. Harrison has 

produced a most welcome book. . . . ‘ How Hadji Al 
Shacabac was Photographed ’ will bo sure to make every 
reader rear with laughter.”

From 2'he Dundee Daily Advertiser.
“With such a free and easy author it is naturally to bo 

expected that his subjects should bear some trace of this 
peculiar idiosyncrasy, and indeed they are as free and easy 

as himself. . . . The poems are all characterised by smooth
ness and rhythmical swing. . . . Thework is very elaborately 
bound in cloth and gilt. ... A gorgeous design upon the 
eover. ... If our readers wish to encourage laziness they 
have a most deserving object in a very clever and versatile, ' 
member of the order.”

From Z’Ae Liverpool Daily Courier, 4
“ In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, 

Mr. William H. Harrison provides a gift-book eleerant in its 
appearance and entertaining in its contents. . . , The author 
is imbued with the true spirit of humour, and amuses all 

•whileoffending none.”
From The Western Daily Press (Bristol).

“ A volume from the versatile pen of Mr, W. H. Harrison*  
a well-known contributor to tbe London and provincial 
pross, .and editor of The Spirituulist. . . . Many of the 
humorous poems reminds us of the Ingoldsby Legends. The 
Lay of the Photographer, The Lay of the Mace-bearers, and some 
of The Wobblejaw Ballads would not have been unworthy of 
Barham himself. Some of the shorter poems aro exquisite, 
and there pervade through the whole a religious sentiment 
and poeti<? feeling which will make them acceptable to most 
readers.”

From the Daily Northern Whig (Belfast).
“ The finest thing in the book is * IIow Iladji Al Shacabac 

was Photographed.’ It is an admirable addition to our not 
too extensive comic literature. The story is one of which 
extracts would not give an adequate idoa; it is intensely 
humorous............Those who wish to obtain a handsomo gife-
book of an amusing nature, will find what they want in The 
Lazy Lays.”

From The Bristol Daily Tost.
" A curious collection of verses and proso essays of unequal 

merit. . . . The serious and sentimental verses belong to 
the type of Mrs. Hemans’s or L. E. L.’s productions.”

From The Kensington News.
“It is aftor the manner of Barham, Hood, Mark Twain, 

or any of those merry souls who do quite as much good in 
their day and generation as the authors of the most serious 
works. The Lays are always original, sometimes serious, 
generally comic, but never vulgar.”

From The Malvern News.
" It is in itself a work of itself—original, and a cast of its 

author’s mind. It is a work of great power and beauty ; 
full of lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, 
abounding in tenderness and pathos; sparkling with wit 
and humour; and one that may be read many times over. . 
. . The get-up of the book is very handsome.”

From The Folkestone News.
“ A number of clever sketches and poems, among the latter 

being a series of papers entitled ‘The Wobblejaw Ballads,’ 
whieh appeared in the columns of this paper a short timo 
ago, and which created such a furore at the time.” [N.B. 
An irate member of the Town Council officially ealled tho 
attention of the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone to the 
burlesques in tho ‘ Wobblejaw Ballads,’ but the members 
assembled laughed at the matter, and proceeded to the next 
business. The Mayor said that he did not mind them.] . . . 
“ It contains some very ehoice poems and prose essays, is 
bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an original design of no 
ordinary merit on the eover,”
Obtainable, priee 7s, 6d., post free, at the Branch Office of tho 

Spiritualist Newspaper, London, W.C.

Trice 6d.; post free, 7|d.; cloth.
Prize Essays.

The PROBABLE EFFECTS OF spirit
ualism UPON THR SOCIAL, MORAL, AND 

RELIGIOUS CONDITION OF SOCIETY. Two Essays by 
Anna Blaekwell and Mr. G. F. Green.
These Essays won the First and Second Gold Medals of 

the British National Association of Spiritualists.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London.

The trapped medium ; or, the two 
CLEVER SCEPTICS. A pamphlet by Christian 

Reimers.—This brochure contains a series of illustrations, 
setting forth the exciting adventures of Professor Molecule,
F.R.S.,  X.Y.Z., B.I.G.A.S.S., and his assistant, Dr. Proto
plaster, in their investigation of Spiritual Phenomena. It 
is an excellent little book for distribution among scientific 
men and disbelievers in Spiritualism genorally. A review 
of it in The Spiritualist newspaper says that the pamphlet 
displays real genius. Price 6d.; post free, 6Jd. Spiritualist 
Newspaper Branch Office.

AT MRS. PARKER’S, 3, BLOOMSBURY
PLACE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,LONDON, W.C., 

a Philosophical and Developing Circle is being formed. 
Those wishing to join will please send in their names. Terms 
on application.

Mrs. Parker’s healing power is rapidly developing into 
clairvoyance; she is replying to sealed questions when con
ditions favour. Office hours from 12 to 5o’clock.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND 
MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D.
One of thc best books published in connection with Modern 

Spiritualism for many years, and a standard work on ihe 
subject. The author has studied the facts and phenomena 
for a lengthened period, and deals in aD intelligent manner 
with the problems and difficulties presented.

In two vols., price 10s. 6d. each ; postage 8d. per volume. 
London : Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offico.

“THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER.
Vols. 1 and 2 of The Spiritualist newspaper (pages the size 

of those of The Engineer newspaper), strongly and hand
somely bound iu one, in half calf, rod edges. They contain 
records relating to Spiritualism in Great Britain from the end 
of the year 1869 to the end of 1872, and ai tides and letters 
by Messrs. A. R. Wallace, W. Crookes, C. F. Varley, Tho 
Lord Lindsay, and other able writers. Also records of how 
the Royal Society and British Association for the Advance
ment of Science committed themselves by rejecting Mr. 
Crookes’s papers on tbe physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 
as the Royal Society did by rejecting Franklin’s discovery 
of lightning conductors. Very scarce. These two volumes 
cannot be had separately. Price, carriage paid to any rail
way station in the United Kingdom, £1 10s.

London : W. H. Harrison, 38, Great Russoll-strcot, W.C.

MESMERISM AND ITS PHENOMENA,
on

• ANIMAL MAGNETISM,
By the late Wm. Gregory, M.D., F.R.S.E., Professor of 

Chemistry at Edinburgh University.

Dedicated by the Author by Permission to TIis Grace 
the Duke of Argyll.

The second and slightly revised and abridgod edition, for its 
quality and size, the cheapest large work ever published in 
this country in connection with Spiritualism.

Just published, price 5s., or 5s. 6d, post free; or five copies 
post free for 21s. Copies may also be had bound in half calf, 
with marbled edgos, price 8s. 6d. per volume, post free.
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