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IIE MAGIC STATF, by A. J. Davis,

describes the early lifo of thoauthor, and his experiences

both as & mesmeric sensitive and fully developed seer. An
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I UNACY LAW REI‘ORM ASSOCIATION
64, Berners-street, London. Office ITours from 10 to4
Closed on Saturdays.

and Tucsdwy Evening from 6 t0 7

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS,

88, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, W.C.
Entrancoe in Woburn Street.

CHANGYT OF ARRANGEMENTS
At the Offices of tho Association.—On and after the 80th
December, 1878, the offices at 38, Great Russell-street, will be
open between tho hours of 2 pam. and 9.30 p.m. only. on all
weelk-days, except Saturday, when they will be open between
the hours of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
FORTNIGHTLY MEETING.

Tho usual Fortnightly Mecoting will be omitted on Jan. 6th.

On Monday, Jan. 20th, & paper will be read by Mr, W.IL
Harrison, entitled ¢ Hauntings.”

On Tuesday, Jan. 4th, the ordinary Council Mecting will be
held at 6.30 p.m,, preceded by tho sittlng of the Financo Com-
mittee at 6 p.m.

THE EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH COMMITTERE
THolds its sittings every E'riday, at 6.30 p.m,, unless adjourned
by order of the chairman, or by vote of the commitiee at its
previous meeting. . KISLINGBURY, Sceretary.

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
OFFICES—6, AXERMAN-ROAD, BRIXTON,

TuE object of the soeclety i3 to promote the study of
Psychology and Spiritualism, and kindred subjects.

Membors havo the privilege of attending seances with well-
konown mediums, and are entitled to the use of books on
Spiritualism from the Library.

For information as to rules of membership. &c., &e., apply
$0— H. E. FRANCES, HoN. SEC.

RITISH MUSEUM LECTURES.—A
Course of Threc Lectures (with the permission of the
authorities) will be given by C. Carter Blake, Doet, Sci., Lee-
turer on Comparative Anatomy and Zoology, Westminster
Hospital, on Jan. 4, Jan.7, and Jan, 11. Hours 11to 1. Tickets
53, each. Address C. Carter Blake, care of 38, Great Russell-
strect, W.C.

ADBROKE HALL, LADBROKE
4 GTOVE ROAD, NOTTING HILL W. (Not Notting
Hill Gate).

A SERIES OF SUNDAY SERVICES for tho dissemination
of the Gospel of Spiritnal Truth are in course of delivery in
the above Hall, by W. H. LAMBELLE, who will deliver a
course of addresses on the * ORIGIN OF RELIGIOUS RITES
AND CEREMONIES.”

Doors open at 6.30 and closed at 7 promptly, to prevent
interruption during the progress of the Services.

R. and MISS DIETZ desire to announce
A the following engagements:—Perry Barr Institute,
December 3, 1878 ; New Swindon Mechanics' Institute, January
8, 1879. Coalbrooldale Literary lnstitute, January o1 (Second
timo this season). IHastings, Gensing Hall, Afternoon and
Evening, January 29. Richmond Parochial boclety February
4. Loamington lnstitute, February 25. Croydon Literary
Institution, March 6 (2nd t1mo) Favourable torms arranged
with Institutes en route. Tor particulars address Mr. Frank
Dietz, 54, Denbigh Street, London, 8.W.

Mr. and Miss Dictz also have to announce their Third Series
of Recitations, to he given at Langham Hall, 43, Great Portland
Street, London, on the following Wednesday evenings, viz.:—
January 15th, 1879 February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, \Ia,y
14th, June 11th. Tickets for the Series One Guines each,

MR. J. WILLIAM FLETCHER

Invites your attention {o & serics of Inspirational Addresses on
the Religion of Spiritualism, wlhich he will commenee Sun-
day, January 5th, at the

CAVENDISII ROOMS, MORTIMER ‘STREET, W.

The lecture will begin at 7.30 ; doors elosed at 7.45, Ad-
mission fres, No collection talken,

IRKBECK BANE.— Established 1851.—

29 and 30, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane.

DEPOSITS roceived at INTEREST for stated periods or re-

payable on demand. Current Accounts opened with persons

properly introduced, and: Interest allowed on the minimum

monthly balances, No charge made for keeping accounts.
Letters of Crodit and Oireular Notes issued.

The Bank undertakesthe custody of Securities of Customers,
and the Colleetion of Bills of Exchange, Dividends and
Coupons. Stocks and Shares purchased and sold and
advanees made thereon.

Office Hours from 10 till 4, exeepting Saturdays, then from
10 to 2. On Mondays the Bank is open until 9 p.m.

A Pamphlet with full particulars on applieation.

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.

I UNACY LAW AMENDMENT SOCIETY,
4, Wine Ofiice-court, Fleot-street. Office hours, daily

between 11 and 3 (Saturdays, 11 and 1), Secrctary, James

Billington, who w1ll receive all letters for Mrs, Weldon.

THE PSYCHOL.OGICAT, SOCIETY OF
GREAT BRITAIN,
11, Chandos Strect, Cavendisk Square, London, W
PRESIDENT—MR, SERJEANT COX.

This Society was estahlished in Fobruary, 1875, for the pro-
motion of psychological seience in allits bmncheq Its objeet
is the investigation of the forces, organic and intelligent, that
move and direct the material mechanism of man, Communle
cations as to alleged phenomena are invited by the Committee
of inquiry who hold investigation sittings without subscribing
to or recngnising any pariicular theory or belief.

All particulars may be ohtained on application to

FRANCIS K. MUNTON, Zlonorary Sccretary.
Willesden, N.W,

ALLAN KARDEC (Blackwell's Translations).
THE SPIRITS' BOOX (1858). From the 120th thousand.
THE MEDIUMS’ BOOK (1861). From the 85th thousand
HEAVEN AND HELL (1863). From the 60th thousand

Price 7s. 6d. TRUBNER & C0., London.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OI
SPIRITUALISTS.
FORTNIGHTLY DISCUSSION MEETINGS.
SESSION, 1878-9.

Nov. 4.—Mr. Bonwiclz, F.R.(}.S., “ Soul Ideas amongst the
Ancient Egyptians.”

Nov, 18,—Mrs, Fm-Gel 21d, “ Experiences in the Home Circle,

Dec. 2—Csmmm . T. Burton, I'R.G.S.,
Eastern Lands.”

Dec. 16,—Mr. Stainton-Moses, M.A,, ¢ The intellizent Operator
at the other end of the Line."”

Jan. 20.—Mr. W, H. Harrison, * Hauntings.”

Feb, 8.—Miss Kislinebury, “Apparitions of the Living."

Feb. 17.—Dr. Carter Blake, « On the Nerve Ether,”

Mareh 8. —Dr. Wyld, ¢ Christian Oceultism.”

March 17.—Mrs. Fllis, “ Experiences in the Home Circle,
No. 2.”

April 7.—Dr. Bloede, * Psychometry."

April 21, —Mr. C. c. Massey, ©On some of the lcss-lxnown
Facts of Spiritualism.”

May 8,—Mr. D. Fitz-Gerald, M.8.T¢LE.,, “Recent Research in
the Phenomena of Spiritualism.”

May. 19.) Thess days arepurposely left free for the diseussion

June 2. of any subjects of importance that may arise.

June 18.—Mr. Stainton-Moses, JLA., © Review of the Session.”

EAVES FROM MY LIFE. A narrative of
Personal Experiences, with some account of American
Spiritualism, as seen during a twelvemonth's visit to the
United States. Two Portraits. By J. J. MORSE. Price 2s.
From the Aunthor, at Elm Tree-terrace, Dttoxeter-road, Derby

‘¢ Spiritualism in

JAMES MALTBY,
ARMY TAILOR AND ACCOUTREMENT MAEKER
To HER MAJESTY'S MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES
Everything of the best quality,

At special prices to Spiritualists, to whon references can be
given. 5per cent for cash.

8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT'S PARK, LONDON, N.W.

EVERYBODY HIS OWN PRINTER.
THE ¢“MODEL” PRINTING PRESS

Is a self-inking one and can casily be worked by a child
of ten.
Its Simplicity 8 its recommendation.
You will find it & great source of ioterest and recreation,
besides saving you time and money.
Press, including Type and all accessories, from £5.

C. G. SQUINTANI & Co.
SHow RooMS:—3, LUDGATE CireUS BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
Send for an illustrated pamphlet, “HOW TO PRINT,"
containing an abridged history of the art of printing, general
catalogue of printing materials, specimens of type, &e., &c.
post free, seven stamps.

RAPHAET"S PROPHETIC ALMANAC

AND EPHEMERTS for 1879, containing predictions of
events and the weather for every month, &c., &e., with a large
hieroglyphic. Post free, 7d.: or with Ephemeris, 13d.

Raphael's ieroglyphic (1878) foreshadowed the Lancashire
quarrels, the Royal deaths, the great wrecks, the British arma-
ments, &c.

RAPHAEL’S GUIDE TO ASTROLOGY, Vol. L, by which
any person may calculate their own nativity. Cloth gilt, 3s.

London: J. E, Catty, 12, Ave Maria-lane, E.C,
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MR. J. W. FLETCHER,
TEST MEDIUM AND OLAIRVOYANT,
4, BLOOMSBURY PLACL, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,
LONDON.

Hours—T welve till Five.

MR. F. OMERIN,
Iaving made many rapid and permanent cures of CGlout,
Rheumatism, and other painful maladies, is prepared to visit
patients, Address,

MR. OMERIN,
5, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, LONDON.

MR. C. T.. WILLIAMS,
61, LAMBS CONDUIT STREET, W.C.

At home daily from 12 till 5. On Thursday and Saturday
evenings from 8 o'eloek for reeeption of friends.

Address as above.

R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL
TRANCE SPEAKLR. For terms and dates address
—Elm Troe-terrage, Uttoxcter-road, Derby.
Agent for all kinds of Spiritual literature.

MDLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps.
.L At home from 12 1o 5 o'cloek. 178, Rue St. Honord,

Paris.

4 W. WALLIS, Trance Medium, desires

@ ecngagements to deliver publie or private addrosses, in

London or the provineces. Address, 1, Englefeld-road, Kings-
land, N

J. COLVILLE, Inspirational Lecturer,

@ is open to Engagements to dcliver Orations, &e., in
London or thc Provinecs (subjects may be chosen by the
audienee, if desired).—Address, 429, Oxford-street, London, W

THE DBRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS,

38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON.
This organisation, comprising several hundred members,

hag public offices, a reading-room and library, with a seeretary

in attendanee to recoive visitors and answor inquiries. Seances

can be attended by reeommendation from a member., Terms,

for use of libvary and reading-room, one guinea per annum.

THIE HOLBORN RESTAURANT,
218, HIGH HOLBORN.
One of the Sights and one of the Comforts of London.

Attraetions of the Chief Parisian Establishments, with the
quist and order essontial to English Customs,

THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE,
A Mystical Pocm, in Songs, Sonncts, and Verse, by
ELLA DIETZ.

““ Now will I go and walk the wide earth round,
And tell to every soul that I do meet,
The only way that true love may be found,
And how, when found, of all things good and sweet
It is most blest, most holy, most divine.” L.
Cloth, small 8vo, price 3s. 6d. London, W.C. Spiritualist
Newspaper Braneh Office.

Trice 58. 6d.
Inspiraiional Poetry.
“POEMS FROM THIE INNER LIFLE”
BY LIZZIE DOTEX

With a DPreface descriling the spiritual state of trance
during whick some of the poems were givcn.

CONTENTS.
Parr I
1. The Prayer of the Sorrowing.—II The Song of Truth.—III,
The Embarkation.—IV, Kepler's” Vision.—V, Love and Latin.—
V1. The Song of the North,—VII The Durial of Webster,—VIIL
The Tarting of Sigurd and Gurda.—IX. The Mecting of S8igurd
and Gurda.
PART I1,

X. The Spirit Child.—XI. Reconciliation,—XI1l. TIope for the
Sorrowing.—XIII, Compensation.—XIV. The Kagle of Freedom.
—XV. Mistress Glenare,.—XVI. Llttle Johnny —XVII. ¢Birdic’s
Spirit Song.”—XVIII. My Spirit Home.—XIX. “I still Live.”—
XX ILife.—XXI, Love.—XXII. ¢ For a’ that.”—XXIT1. Words
o’ Cheer.—XXIV. Resurrexi.—XXV. The Prophecy of Vala.
XXVI. The Kingdom.—XXVII. The Cradle or Coffin —XXVITI.
The Streets of Baltimore.—XXI1X. The Mysteries of Godliness.
—XXX. Fareweli to Iarth:

Algo, by the same Authoress, a eompanion volume, priee 8. 6d.

POEMS OF PROGRESS.
London, W.0. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offiee,

HE BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest
journal dovoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the
world!  Issued weelly, at No, 9, Montgomery-place, Boston,
Mauss. Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaae B.
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, cditor: aided by a
large eorps of able writers. 7%e Banner is a first-class, eight-
paged family paper, eontaining forty columns of intoresting
and instruetive resding, embraeing a literary department,
reports of spiritual Jeetures, original essays—upon spiritual
philosophical and seientifle subjeets; editorial department;
spirit-msssaze department ; contributions by the mest talented
writors in the world, &e., &e. Terms of subscription, in
advanee, 158, por annum; Spiritualist Newspaper Branch
Office, London, W.C,

A TAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES
. FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES
IN GLORY, Given through the mediumship of F. J. THEO-
BALD, Part1,priee 6d., paper cover, “ Heavon Qpenod,” boing
more advaneed spirit messages. Part 2, priee 6d., paper
cover, “ Heaven Opened.” The two parts bound in one volume,
Cloth 18, The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offleo

RIGHTON,—The Spiritualist may be ob-
tained in Biighton of Messrs. Deal, East-street; Mr,
Elwmer, St. James’s-street ; and Mr, Boughton, St. George’s-road.

R‘Z{ISS MANCELL, Spiritual Clairvoyant, 45,
- Jubilee-street, Commicreial-rond, London, E. De-
veloping Cirele every Monday ovening, at eight o’elock. Volun-
tary contributions. Private séasnces attended. Applieation
by letter in tho flrst instanee.

RS. WOODFORDE, Developing and Heal-

ing., Medieal adviee to ladies and children. Terms

modified to suit eirewmstanees. Days and hours of business—

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from Ip.m,
to &6 pm. Y0, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.

HE CELEBRATED VOCALIST AND
ORATOR, MRS.M. G. PARKER, of Dublin, St. Cloud
Hotel, Broadway, and Forty-seeond-street, New York, will
aceept engagements to leeture through tho States and give
musieal entertainments on her way to Texas—See press
notiees.

HARACTERS FAITHFULLY DELINE-

ATED from Hand-Writing, Photos, or Blank Paper

Magnectised by the Breath. Tee, 2. 6d. Address, Miss Ross,
eare of Mrs. Nichols, 32, I'opstone-road, Earl's-court, 8. W,

URATIVE MESMERISM,—PROFESSOR
ADOLPHE DIDIER, Consulting Mesmerist (33 year
ostablished), attends Patients and may be consulted daily from
2 till 5 at his residenee, 10, Barkeley-gardens, Campden-hill,
Kensington. Scleet lectures and private lessons in the seienee
of Mesmerism are given by appointment.

MESMERIC HEALTER.
RS. ANNIEE LOOMIS, the American Mes-

meric Healing Clairvoyante, examines and treats the
sick whilo in & mesmeric sleep.—No. 2, Vernon-place, Blooms-
bury-square, London. Hours 10 to 5.

7\ ADAME ZACHRAU, the great American
i_ Natural Clairvoyant and Phrenologist. Consultations
from 10 till 6, at 25, Granville-square, King's-eross-road,
London, W.C.

ANNALI DELLO SPIRITISMO IN
ITALTA~—Rivista Psicologiea di Nieeforo Filaleto,
Published on the 15h of every month, at Turin, Tip.
Baglione, viii Bogino, No. 23.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM.

By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D.

One of the bost books published in eonneetion with Modern
Spiritualism for many years, and a standard work on the
subjeet. The author has studied the facts and phenomena for
2 lengthened period, and deals in an intelligent manner with
the problems and diffieulties presented.

In two vols, price 10s. 6d. each; postage 8d. per volumae.

London: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.

PIRIT PEOPLE.—A scientifically accurate
deseription of manifestations reeently predueed by
spirits, and simultaneously witnessed by the Author and other
obgervers in London, By William H, Iarrison, Limp eloth,
red edges. Pricels.; post frec Is. Id.—Spiritualist Newspaper
DBranch Office.

q OLKESTONE. — Comfortable lodgings, on
moderato terms, References to Spiritnalists can he
given, E.Newman, 11, St. Michael's-terraee, I'olkestone.

ARIS.—TO SPIRITUALISTS is offered a

comfortable Soeial Home in a convenient part of the eity,
hy an English brother. The apartments can only aceommodate
four persons. Terms, board and all mclu(}cd, £3 per week
each ; or, for two persons £2 10s. per weels, if two oceupy ono
room, Address, S,T., caro of M, A.Mallet, 8, iue de I Cos-
sounerie, Paris,
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THE MANAGEMENT OF SPIRIT CIRCLES,

Trose who know nothing about the phenomena of Spirit-
ualism should not begin by holding sdances with a professional
physical medium, even supposing they are fortunate enough
to find a powerful one disengaged, but should form a circle in
their own homes, with no stranger present, in accordance
with the instructions printed on the last advertisement page
of this journal.

Probably one-third of the spiritual movement in London
is unseen by the public. Last scason we attended as many
strictly private séances as of those of which the community at
large received information ; and not unfrequently were the
manifestations weakened by want of knowledge of ¢ condi-
tions ”’ on the part of those who convened the little social
gatherings,

When engaging a physical medium for ordinary dark circle
manifestations, a primary point is to stipulate that he shall
give no other séaunce previougly on the same day, because if
that séance is a strong one, so much vital energy will have
thereby been drawn from him as to leave little or none to
aid in the evolution of manifestations in the evening. If the
sitting in the morning was not a strong one, it may have been
cut short to leave a portion of power for the evening sitting,
which means that two inferior séances were given in one day
instead of a single thoroughly good one. These remarks apply
to those sdances at which solid objects fly about the room in
the dark, and spirits make themselves visible occasionally by
their own light, while the medium is held by both hands as
he sits among the other members of the circle. Henry Slade
could give a dozen séances or more a day, because vital energy
was drawn almost entirely from his hands only, to produce the
result of direct writing ; but in the other class of manifesta-
tions energy is drawn from all parts of the body at once.

The next point is to take care that the medium feels
thoroughly happy, and is satisfied with all the company pre-
sent. Glood manifestations depend much on the tranquillity of
his nervous system ; a man cannot comfortably pass into a
trance sleep if he thinks that somebody present is thirsting
for his blood ; it is not in human nature. So the best plan is
to have a regular circle of five or six thorough Spiritualists,
who should first have two sdances with the medium alone,
il he and his spirits and the circle are thoroughly en rapport ;
even among friends the first séance is likely to be rather weak,
but the manifestations grow stronger as mutual confidence is
established. The medinm should always arrange the sitters,
and select his own place in the circle. After the first two
sittings held to establish harmony, not more than two
inguirers should be admitted at one time to the permanent
circle. These inquirers should not be unwilling witnesses,
dragged to the circle against their will by the unwise attempts
to make proselytes of persons of no natural spirituality of
character. Such observers merely annoy the whole circle ; and
however conclusive the phenomena may be, their order of
mind will not permit them to accept even facts well proved
before their own eyes. Only those individuals who possess
natural spirituality, and who, of their own accord, have begged
some half-dozen times to be admitted to a circle, should be
invited to attend. Then all will pass off smoothly and hap-
pily, and converts made apace. The man who says it is all
imposture, and that some day he may favour the ¢ idiots ” in the
circle by sitting with them, should promptly be refused the
great privilege of admission; he should be told that Spirit-
ualists do not much care to proselytise, and feel no interest in
what he believes or disbelieves ; he should further be told that
he is not shut out from Spirttualism by this decision that he is
not worthy to attend a spirit circle, for he can form one for him-
gelf in his own home. Then give him instructions *¢ how to
form circles at home,” and dismiss him with a benediction.
We have often adopted this course with unspiritual would-be

judges ; it does them a world of good, and puts a stop at the
outget to much nonsense.

Cabinet séances should never be held in the presence of
disbelievers ; even when genuine the appearances are such
that the clumsiest of conjurers can easily imitate them, and
in the past such manifestations have driven away more people
from Spiritualism than they have attracted, except when they
were held under stringent test conditions. The best mediums
can get waterialisations in the open circle, while their hands
are held, and without any cabinet at all ; such sdances should
be encouraged. Cabinet séances, not held under stringent test
conditions, are of a useless nature; they waste the time of
everybody concerned, and usually prevent new inquirers from
having anything more to do with Spiritualism. They expose
the mediums to all kinds of suspicions, which suspicions are
in the majority of cases unjust, but which the sensitives almost
deserve if they expect the public to believe such a stupendous
fact as materialisation, upon no evidence worth the name.

To sum up. To furnish good conditions for home séances
with strong professional physical mediums—I1. Have a
guarantee that the medium has given no sdaznce previously
the same day. 2. Have a regular circle of five or six
Spiritualists, all in harmony with each other. 3. Admit
not more than two inquirers at a time, who possess natural
spirituality of character, and who in their Learts arve deeply
anxious for information. 4. Let the medium arrange the circle
and his own place init. 5. Permit nothing in the shape of a
cabinet sdance, and hold both the hands of the medium from
first to last.

There are already symptoms that during the coming
seagon more séances than ever will be held in London, and com-
pliance, as closely as possible, with the above conditions, will
avert many a failure. The movement will gain considerably
in standing and in dignity, if it promptly shuts out disagree-
able people from spirit circles, and makes admission thereto
the great privilege which it is in realty.

WHOM SHALL WE WORSHIP?

We have received the following letter :—
Jo the Editor of * The Spiritualist.”

Drar Sir,—1I notice a suggestion in the last number of
The Spiritualist for united religious services among those
who profess and call themselves Spiritualists ; but thereisalion
in the path of no phantom kind. Can we agree as to the
Worthy Oneto whom we shall render this homage, or what form
the rendering itself shall take * Are we to adore sublimated
matter, omnipotent force, fortuitous concurrence, or limiting
ourselves to become Pantheistic, Brahministic, awe-struck
venerators of the angel *“John King ¢ or fusing all minor
differences, to be content with mystic gazing into the infinite
moonshine of the future ?

Are we to worship round a dissecting table, a spiritually
wrecked music stool, a test-tube of blue sky, in an oak grove,
before the unveiled Isis, or in Lamb’s Conduit-street, on our
heads or our heels ¢ Are our prophets to be decently schooled,
or is Milton to be allowed to have his grammar muddled, as
I have too often heard it muddled, by ¢ speakers with
tongues,’’ and ‘‘pythonesses,”’ on various °‘ progressive”
platforms ¢ Finally, if the guides Shakespeare and Milton
should differ on ‘¢ fundamentals,”’ do we take our choice, or
fight it out *—1I am, sir, yours ever, No Marter WHo.

Our reply to the above letter is, ¢ Worship God.”

If our correspondent asks for a more precise definition of
The Master who is to be adored, the following committee
might be appointed to give it—viz., the Archbishops of Canter-
bury and York, the Pope of Rome, the Sultan of Turkey, the
Patriarch of the Greek Church, the chief representatives of
the Brahiminical and Buddhist Churches, and the President of
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the National Association of Spiritualists, likewise those wor-
shippers of the Unknown God, Professor Huxlcy and Professor
Tyndall, whose “position’’ isthat they are unacquainted with the
Deity, and under no obligation to define Him. Furthermore,
Mr. Bradlaugh might be appointed to represent Atheism. Our
correspondent, after making affirmation that he has no undue
prejudice or bias for or against any of the sections of religious
thought represented by the rest of the members of the com-
mittee, should be appointed chairman.

If these heads of religious thought cannmot agree among
themselves as to whom we shall worship, even under the
guidance of their unprejudiced chairman, why ask for a decision
through the public press ¢

Would he repudiate the definition arrived at by this repre-
gentative committee, and appeal for an answer to the multi-
tude, to the tens of thousands of preachers in the tens of
thousands of the pulpits of the world? Would he appeal to
the myriads of teachers of those millions of different religions
which probably prevail on other planets than ours? If so, a
Spiritualistic preacher has perhaps as much right to be heard
as any other, therefore we bring one of the inspirational
germons of Lizzie Doten, the American trance medium, to the
front. Her text was, ““And I saw no temple therein.”
(Rev. xxi. 22):—

"Twas the ominous month of October—
How the memories rise in my soul !
How they swell like a sea in my soul !—
When 2 spirit, sad, silent, and sober,
‘Whose glance was a word of control,
Drew me down to the dark Lake Avernus,
In the degolate Kingdom of Death-—
To the mist-covered Lake of Avernus,
In the ghoul-haunted Kingdom of Death,

And there, as I shivered and waited,
T talked with the Souls of the Dead—
With those whom the living call dead ;

The lawless, the lone, and the hated,
Who broke from their bondage and fled—
From madness and misery fled.

Each word was a burning eruption
That leapt from a crater of flame—

A red, lava-tide of corruption,
That out of life’s sediment came,

From the scoriac natures God gave them,
Compounded of glory and shame.

¢ Aboard !” cries our pilot and leader;
Then wildly we rush to embark,
‘Werecklessly rush to embark ;

And forth in our ghostly Ellida,*
We swept in the silence and dark—

O God! on that black Lake Avernus,
‘Where vampyres drink even the breath,

On that terrible Lake of Avernus,
Leading down to the whirlpool of Death !

It was there the Eumenides found us,
In sight of no shelter or shore—
No beacon or light from the shore.
They lashed up the white waves around us,
We sank in the waters’ wild roar ;
But not to the regions infernal,
Through the billows of sulphurous flame,
But unto the City Eternal,
The homs of the Blesséd, we came.

To the gates of the Beautiful City,
All fainting and weary we pressed,
Tmpatient and hopeful we pressed.
¢ O Heart of the Holy, take pity,
And welcome us home to our rest!
Parsued by the Fates and the Furies,
In darkness and danger we fled—
From the pitiless Fates and the Furies,
Through the desolate realms of the Dead.”
“ Jure Divino, I here claim admission !”
Exclaimed a proud prelate, who rushed to the
gate;
“ dve Santissimo, hear my petition,

* The dragon ship of the Norse mythology.

Holy Saint Peter ; O why should I wait ?
O fons pietatis, O glorious flood,
My soul is washed clean in tho Lamb’s precious
blood.”

Like the song of a bird that yet lingers,
‘When the wide-wandering warbler has flown ;
Like the wind-harp by Afolus blown,
As if touched by the lightest of fingers,
The portal wide open was thrown ;
And we saw-—-not the holy Saint Peter,
Not even an angel of light,
But a vision far dearer and sweeter,
Not brilliant nor blindingly bright,
But marvellous unto the sight !

In the midst of the mystical splendour,
Stood a beautifel, beautiful ehild—
A golden-haired, azure-eyed child,
With a look that was touching and tender,
She stretched out her white hand and smiled :
¢ Ay, welcome, thrice welcome, poor mortals,
O why do ye linger and wait ?
Come fearlessly in at these portals—
No warder keeps watch at the gate !”

% @loria Deo! Te Dewm laudamus !?
Exclaimed the proud prelate, * I'm safe into
Heaven;
Through the blood of the Lamb, and the martyrs
who claim us,
My soul has been purchased, my sins are for-
given!
I tread where the saints and the martyrs have
trod—
Lead on, thou fair child, to the temple of
God!”

The child stood in silence and wonder,
Then bowed down her beautiful head,
And even as fragrance is shed

From the lily the waves have swept under,
She meekly and tenderly said—

So simply and truthfully said:

“In vain do ye seek to behold Him ;
He dwells in no temple apart;

The height of the heavens cannot hold Him,
And yet He is here in my heart—

He is here, and He will not depart.”

Then out from the mystical splendour,
The swift-changing, crystalline light,
The rainbow-hued, scintillant light,

Gleamed faces more touching and tender
Than ever had greeted our sight—
Our sin-blinded, death-darkened sight;

And they sang: *“ Welcome home to the Kingdom,
Ye earth-born and serpent-beguiled ;

The Lord is the light of this Kingdom,
And His temple the heart of a child;
Of a trustful and teachable child,

Ye are born to the life of the Kingdom—
Receive, and beliove, as a child.”

A PRIVATE SEANCE.

Lasr Saturday night a private séance was held at the
house of Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Green-street, Gros-
venor-square, London. Mr. Rita was the medium. The
guests present were seated round a table in the following
order, with their hands interlinked : —Mr. Rita, Miss Mattie
Houghton, Mr. Mayne, Mrs. Dunbar, Mrs. Ramsay, Mr.
C. C. Massey, the Venerable Archdeacon Dunbar, Mr. W. H.
Harrison, Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, and Mrs. Wiseman,
In the dark, three chairs were almost noiselessly placed upon
the small table; one of them was neatly placed upon the
other two. A little musical-box tapped the ceiling a few
times ; a materialised form, in white drapery, was seen by
everybody present four or five times, feebly illuminated by
its own Light, whereby the head and shoulders momentarily
became dimly visible. Mrs. Wiseman and Miss. M. Hough-
ton testitied that they held Mr, Rita’s hands while the form
was seen and the chairs placed on the table,
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THE-BIBLE AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM.*
BY C. J. SNEATIL

“He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and
shame unto him.”—Proverbs xviii, 13.

Unper this heading, ladies and gentlemen, I propose to
congider three lectures on modern Spiritualism, recently de-
livered in the Church of the Saviour, by Mr. George St.
Clair. I consider it right that the pulpit should from time
to time take notice of modern Spiritualism. Some people
might question its qualification to undertake the task ; but
although Mr. St. Clair has not devoted a lifetime to the
study of Spiritualism, he has given some time to its
investigation, evidently quite sufficient, in his own opinion,
to qualify him for the office of a judge and guide. We live
in an age in which every one 1s allowed to enjoy his own
opinion, and I must say that after listening to the lectures
in question with all the attention I eould command, I found
myself irresistibly forced to a directly opposite conclusion.
I thought that the lecturer was incompetent to deal with the
subject, not merely from his want of adequate knowledge of
modern Spiritualism, but also from a want of critical in-
formation upon or, at any rate, a careful attention to those
passages of Scripture to which he referred in the course of
his remarks. I am aware that this is a strong statement,
and I will therefore add, before proceeding further, that if I
do not establish it to your satisfaction, I will retract it as
publicly as I have now made it. .

The subject of the first of Mr. St. Clair’s lectures was the
story of the Witch of Endor, as contained in the 28 c., 1st
Book of Samuel, and its connection with modern Spiritu-
alism, After briefly repeating the narrative, which had been
previously read as the evening lesson, Mr. St. Clair pro-
ceeded to sift it—a plan which, he said, he always adopts
with regard to any important fact coming under his notice.
According to this sifting, the so-called Witch of Endor, we
were informed, was simply an impostor. IIe said that she
must have known Saul from the very first, in spite of her
pretended ignorance’; for although he came to her in dis-
guise and by night, no disguise could possibly have deceived
ber, since it was 8aid in an eariier part of the same book
that ¢ from his shoulders and upwards he was taller than any
of the people.” Knowing who he was, her first object was to
ascertain the purpose of his visit. “ Whom shall I bring
up unto thee 7’  But could any one suppose for a moment
that the great army of the mighty dead was at the command
of this miserable trickster > She no sooner learns that Saul
wishes to see Samuel than she pretends to see the deceased
prophet. ¢ I see a god or judge ascending out of the earth;
he is an old man, and covered with a mantle.” Saul
thoroughly believed in witches, and no sooner heard the
woman’s exclamation than he bowed himself to the earth
before the imaginary Samuel. The king then being in a
satisfactory state of mind, the woman proceeded to imitate
Samuel’s voice—the very Hebrew word (o) by which he is
designated denoting that she was a ventriloquist—and she
says, “ Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up?”
giving us, in these words, another proof of imposture. For
although the Jews of that time believed in skeo/, a sub-
terraneous place to which the soul passed at death, we know
that no such place exists, and that Samuel must have known
it also when he passed into the unseen world. Saul pro-
ceeded to state the cause of his distress, and to ask the
assistance of the prophet. Then the woman, still personat-
ing Samuel, delivered-the sentence contained in the narrative,
informing Saul that he and his sons would be slain in the
coming battle ; that the Israelites would be taken captive ;
and that David would reign in his stead—a prediction by no
means difficult to utter, when we bear in mind that she must
have known all the circumstances connected with David, and
that in the approaching battle the chances were ten to one
against Saul and the Israelites. Moreover, it should be
observed that Saul did not see Samuel during this interview.
It was something like a séance amongst modern Spiritualists.
It was true that the writer of the book informs us that
Samuel spoke to Saul, and ‘¢ that Saul was afraid because
of the words of Samuel ; ™’ but he was, of course, a thorough
believer in witcheraft, like all the other people of the age in

* A leoture, reoently delivered in the Temperance Hall, Birmingham, in reply to three
lcetures on the above subject, by the Rov. ¢, i5t, Clair,

which he lived. Such, in a few words, was Mr. St. Clair’s
¢ gifting,” from which I have not intentionally omitted a
single point of importance.

I shall not weary your patience by replying to it in detail,
but proceed to use 1t in a way which never seems to have
entered the mind of the sifter, although I doubt not that to
you it will appear perfectly simple and natural. Here, then,
according to Mr. St. Clair, we have, in the so-called Witch
of Endor, a woman who gets her daily living by cheating ;
that is, she does so whenever she can find a person foolish
enough to be duped, and on this occasion she had a dupe in
the person of the King of Israel. She knew perfectly well
who he wag; she knew that he was that man of whom David
says that he ¢ clothed the women with scarlet and other
delights;” and she must have felt quite certain that he had a
handsome present for her, if only she could comply with his
wishes. She knew also that he had put all such persons as
herself out of the land, consequently how dangerous it would
be to thwart or contradict him. She was aware how he had
hunted David almost to the death, how on one oceasion he had
thrown a javelin at him to destroy him, and how even his own
son’s life was in jeopardy for defending him ; finally, she was
aware that a battle was imminent,in which the chances were
ten to one against Saul. And now, on the eve of the battle,
this very Saul has come to her for the purpose of obtaining
advice and assistance. I therefore ask, How would an
ordinary impostor have been likely to have acted under such
circumstances 7 Would he not have adopted the course
followed by the false prophets of Ahab in after times?
Would he not have said, “ Go and prosper, for the Lord
shall deliver thine enemies into thy hands?” Why did not
the so-called Witch of Endor adopt a similar course ? I must
remind you that if she had done so she could have had
nothing to fear, however the matter might turn out. If Saul
came back victorious she would no doubt have been raised to
the highest pinnacle of honour as his best counsellor; whiie
if he fell in the battle, as he was most likely to do, ** dead
men tell no tales and do no mischief.” Yet, with everything
to fear and positively nothing to gain, we are expected to
believe that a miserable impostor stands before the King of
Israel, knowing all the circumstances connected with hum,
and imitating the voice of Samuel, to thus address him—
¢« Wherefore, then, dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? And the
Lord hath done to him, as He spake by me: for the Lord
hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to
thy neighbour, even to David. Because thou obeyedst not
the voice of the Lord, nor executedst His fierce wrath upon
Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto thee
this day. Moreover, the Lord will also deliver Isracl with
thee into the hand of the Philistines : and to-morrow shalt
thou and thy sons be with me !”’

We now pass on to the sequel. Saul has fallen to the
earth, overcome partly by fatigue, and partly, so the sacred
writer tells us, because of the words of Samuel. Now
notice the woman’s words and actions. ¢ And the woman
came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said
unto him, ¢¢ Behold, thine handmaid lath obeyed thy voice,
and I have put my life in my hand, and have hearkened unto
thy words which thou spakest unto me. Now thercfore, I
pray thee, hearken thou also unto the voice of thine hand-
maid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat,
that thou mayest have strength when thou goest on thy
way.”’
ghe killed the fatted calf which was with her in the house
and trod out her corn ; she baked unleavened bread, and set
the meal before Saul and his servants, all—so far as the his-
tory tells us—without the slightest fee or reward. She did
everything in her power to alleviate the king’s distress—
everything except one, and that was the very thing of all
others which an impostor would have been certain to have
done. She does not say ‘ Samunel has relented; the Lord
shall deliver thine enemies into thine hand.” No. The
gentence remaing unaltered and unalterable. In it we have a
repetition of the words of Samuel when upon earth—‘¢ Be-
cause thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also
rejected thee from being king.” But in her behaviour
towards the king, in her affectionate, passionate sympathy,
in her generous, disinterested liospitality, we have, unless 1
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am altogether mistaken in my estimate of human nature,
the characteristics of a true and veritable woman., On the
whole, therefore, I maintain with the writer of this book, that
it was the apparition of Semuel, and no other, which appearcd
to Saul. Mr. St. Clair, on thc contrary, holds that the
woman was a mere cheat, the interview like a modern
spiritualistic séance (very complimentary to Spiritualists, by
the way), that modern Spiritualism is a superstition,
mediums 1mpostors, and Spiritualists under a delusion.

DREAMS, TRANCES, AND ‘‘SPEAKING WITH TONGUES.”

The subject of the sccond lecture was the trance visions of
Peter and Cornelius, as contrasted with the trance medium-
ship of modern Spiritualism. Mr. St. Clair commenced his
lecture by remarking that though he had no faith in the
Witch of Endor, he had faith in Peter. But I regret to say
that before the lecturer had proceeded very far, I came to the
conclusion that I should be very sorry for any friend of mine
to have a gimilar faith in me to that which Mr. St. Clair had
in Peter. Although few persons would see any great
difficulty in understanding the tenth chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles, the subject was prefaced by an introduction, in
order to guard us against certain errors in reference to dreams
and fasting. Dreams, we were informed, whether by day or
night, were the reflections of thoughts which had occupied
the mind in the waking state, and were more or less con-
fused according to circumstances; they were, in fact, the
result of an overworked brain, or a bad state of health.
Mauny people on recovering from a long illness, or after long
abstinence from food, had seen remarkable things which, in
reality, had no existence. The way being thus prepared, we
were introduced to the history, or rather, to speak more
correctly, to Mr. St. Clair's explanation of it. Peter, we
were told, had been preaching to the Jewish proselytes ; he
was a mixture of Jew and Gentile, and this would naturally
lead him to think whether it was not his duty to try to
convert the Grentiles proper. But Peter was alsoa Jew, and
imbued with the prejudices peculiar to bis nation; conse-
quently hc would think of the command of Christ respecting
their conversion. After the morning service was over he
went upon the house top, probably with these very thoughts
in his mind; he became hungry, and while food was being
prepared he fell asleep, and saw in a dream a vessel, as it
had been a great sheet let down from heaven, upon which
were wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air,
and he beard a voice, ‘* Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”” He had
these dream experiences, said Mr. St. Clair, because he was
hungry; the dream was but a confuised reflection of his
waking thoughts. ““ Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any-
thing that 1s common or unclean.” Here we have the
reflection of Peter’s Jewish prejudices. ¢ What God hath
cleansed, that call not thou common.” Here, again, we have
the reflection of Peter’s better nature. But no one else on
the house top could have seen or heard anything. There
were no bcasts, no sheet, no angel. The dream was the
mere reflection of Peter’s waking thoughts. The case of
Cornelius was even more easily explained. He was a Roman
centurion, but evidently very attached to the Jewish form of
worship. He had hcard of Christ, perhaps had even
listened to Him, and probably often listcned to Peter.
Ought he to embrace Christ’s religion? Should he send for
Peter?  He has been fasting until a latc hour in the day,
fell into a trance, and saw an angel who said to him, ¢ Cor-
nelius, thy prayers are heard, and thine alms are had in
remembrance in the sight of God: and now call for Simon,
whose surname is Pcter,”” He had becn praying and think-
ing of Peter, consequently the angel in his dream said,
“Thy prayer is heard; send for Petcr.” This dream is
again but a reflection of waking thoughts. No onc can deny
that this explanation is clever. It has, in fact, only one
fault, and that is, that it has not a shadow of foundation in
the original. Tt is not the tenth chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles pure and simple, but the tenth chapter of the Acts
of the Apostlcs revised and corrected by Mr. George Sf.
Clair. There is no reason to think that Cornelius was at all
favourable to the Christian religion. e had doubtless
hcard of Christ and Peter, perhaps even listencd to them,
but there is no rcason to suppose that hc had the slightest
intention of becoming a disciple; he does not even appear

to have becn what the Jews call ¢ a prosclyte of righteous-
ness.”  All we hear of him is that ¢ He was a dcvout man,
and one that fecared God with all his house, which gave much
alms to the people, and prayed to God alway;” and that Le
saw in a vision, evidently at about the ninth hour of the day,
an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him,
“¢ Cornelius.” And when he looked on him he was afraid,
and said, ¢ What is it, Lord? And he said unto him,
¢ Thy prayers and thine almg are come up for a memorial
before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one
Simon, whosc surname is Peter. He lodgeth with one
Simon, a tanner, whose housc i3 by the sea-gide: he shall
tell thee what thou onghtest to do.” >  This is rather a con-
nected message I think to emanate from a half-awakc brain.
It may be said that Cornelins was well acquainted with
Peter, and was even thinking of sending for him. But
where is the proof? It is hardly likely that a Roman
centurion would have been so intimately acquainted with
the poor fisherman as to have known both his names and
the exact place of his abode. Yet in the dream these are
given with as much accuracy as though they had becn
actually copied from a modern Post-office directory. We now
turn to Peter. There is not a shadow of proof that he had
ever once thought of converting the Gentiles, It is true
Christ had commanded that the Gentiles should be con-
verted, but the Apostles seem to have forgotten this com-
mand as completely as they forgot Iis promise to rise from
the dead, of which they had to be reminded, first by an
angel, if there be such a being, and afterwards by the Lord
Himself.  Of course there was no sheet, or .beast, or
creeping thing, The dream was evidently an allegorical
one, for the purpose of teaching Peter a great truth, as we
sometimes teach children and savages by means of pictures;
and in this sense Peter evidently understood it.

We now notice the dialogue of the dream. ¢ Rise, Peter:
Ikill and eat.” ¢‘Not so, Lord; for I have never caten any-
thing that is common or unclean.” ¢“What God hath cleansed,
that call not thou common.” Was this a mere conver-
sation between Peter and Peter? If so, it was a remarkable
one under the circumstances, for no sooner does Peter wake
than he finds that three men are actually standing before his
gate and inquiring for him. And the Spirit said unto him,
“ Behold, three men seek thee. Arise, therefore, and get
thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing ; for I have
sent them.” The “spirit” said to him. What sort of
spirit? An angel? Oh, dear no! Peter’s spirit, of course ;
for if Peter could talk to Peter while aslcep, surely Peter
could talk to Peter when awake. ¢ Nothing doubting, for
7 have sent them.” Nothing of the kind; Cornelius sent
them. The dream caused him to do so, and that has already
been satisfactorily explained. Bnt Peter did go with the
meun, and when he entered the house of Cornelius and found
his friends and kinsmen assembled together, he thus ad-
dressed them—*“ Ye know Low that it 1s an unlawful thing
for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or comc unto onc
of another nation; but God hath showed me that I shounld
not call any man coramon or unclean,”

“ Grod hath showed you?” No! Peter; you have made
a mistake. Do not you rccollect how you had becn thinking
of trying to convert thosc poor Geentiles, and that you neg-
lected to take your food at the proper time; you were only a
little out of sorts, that is all. But Petor believed in drcams,
and his faith was soon rewarded, for we read that as he spake
the ¢ Ioly Gthost fell on all them which heard the word, and
they spake with tongues and prophesied.” But we have not
yet done with the matter. The believing Jews were angry
with Peter ; their prejudices were shocked. ¢ Thou wentest
in to men uncircumcised and didst eat with them.” And
what did Peter say in reply ?  What he ought to have said
would have been something of this kind—¢ Really, my
brethren, I have done very wrong, and I hardly know how
to account for it. The fact is, I have been thinking about
those poor ignorant Gentiles, and wondering if I could do
anything to enlighten them ; I had been fasting as well, and

- I feil into a sort of dream, or reveric, or something of that

kind, and saw a great many strange things which I mistook
tor a Divine revelation. While I was thinking about it threc
men came to me from Cornelius, the Roman centurion, to
fetch me, so I went with them, and actually succceded in
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converting him and a number of his friends. But I see now
that T was labouring under an insane delusion, and I am
very sorry for what I have done.”” This is what Peter should
have said, but somehow he did not say it. No ; he rehearsed
the matter we read from the beginning, and expounded it
by order unto them. They were not merely satisfied with the
explanation, but even glorified God, saying, ‘ Then hath
God also to the Gentiles also granted repentance unto life.”
How they might have acted if they had heard Mr. St. Clair’s
lecture on the subject I must leave you to decide.

I pass on now to the consideration of modern trance
mediumship, which we were told differs very widely from the
trances mentioned in the Bible. Thus Balaam fell into a
trance having his eyes open; but modern mediums, after
going through a variety of contortions (of which the lecturer
attempted an imitation), pass into a trance, 1f it be a trance,
having their eyes shut. But docs this make any very great
difference ? A lady who came from Hastings a few months
ago told me that they had a celebrated preacher there, a Dr.
Jones, who always preached with his eyes shut; but he
preaclied a sernion, nevertheless. Mr. St. Clair seems to lay
great stress on the case of Balaam, for he read the account
of his trance as one of the evening lessons. I may, however,
Just remind him of a circumstance which seems to have
escaped his notice, namely, that trance speaking with the
eyes shut seems to have been common even in the time of
Balaani, or he would hardly have laid such stress on the fact
that he himself fell into a trance having his eyes open. DBut
the ¢ trances of Cornelius and Peter were involuntary,”
whereas modern trance mediums seem to go into the trance
state when they like. Does this prove modern mediums
impostors ? Sleep 1s involuntary to most people, yet Southey
tells us that John Wesley could go to sleep at will, like a
dog, and no one doubts that his sleep was genuine.
Mediums advertise to deliver addresses in the trance state at
a particular time and place. Yes. But they usually add
one other particular, namely, that the subject of the address
will be chosen by the andience, thus not leaving themselves a
single moment to prepare their remarks, and 1 engage to
say that there are very few speakers indeed who would
venture to undertake to deliver a public address under the
same conditions, even with the additional advantage of a
perfect acquaintance with the works of Max Miller and
others, which mediums are said by the lecturcr to read and
palm off upon Spiritualists as coming from the other world.
Of pulpit orators it may be said: No doubt “ye are the
people, and wisdom shall die with yown’’ There were
several other objections to trance addresses in the lecture,
but as they have been made and answered over and over
again, it is unnecessary to refer to them this evening, We
now come to a statemment to which I hardly know how to
reply—viz., * That Spiritualism has given to the world
nothing new or wonderful, and in fact the spirits seem to
know nothing which the medium does not know.” I thounght
that this remark came strangely from the lips of Mr. St.
Clair, for whatever merits his lectures may have had, they
certainly did not possess any large amount of originality.
There was indeed one new objection to modern Spirit-
ualism which I must not omit to notice, viz., a fear on
the part of the lecturer lest, if Spiritualism became
prevalent, we might again have a repetition of that
criminal intimacy between witches and devils which
Luther affirms to have taken place in his day. This was
hardly a delicate remark to address to a mixed congregation ;
still,as applied to modern Spiritualism, I believe the objection
to be a perfectly new one, and I wish to give the lecturer
every credit for its discovery; but, as I should be sorry to
raise a blush upon any cheek this evening, I shall make him
a present of the objection without offering the slightest
reply. Spiritnalism, he says, has given to the world nothing
new or wonderful. Spirits seem, in fact, to know nothing
which the medium does not know, The shortest way to
meet thig statement wonld be by a plain contradiction ; but
as that would hardly be courteous, I will adopt another plan.
It is a fact which can be overwhelmingly proved that many
persons in the trance state lhave spoken various languages
which they have never learned. The late Judge Edmonds

assures us that his own daughter, who only understood |

English and a smattering of boarding-school French, was in

Y

the habit, while under spirit influence, of speaking in nine or
ten different languages for more than an hour at a time with
the ease of a native—Greek, Latin, Ttalian, Portoguese,
Polish, and Hungarian were among the number. He in-
forms us that it was not an unfrequent occurrence for
foreigners to call at his house in order that, through
her mediumship, they might converse with ‘their de-
parted friends in their own tongue, of which he related
particular instances. He further informs us that during
his investigations into Spiritualism he would go into his own
room, and deliberately write down a number of carcfully
prepared questions which he would place in his pocket, yet
on reaching the circle those questions would be correctly
answered, and in the very order in which they were written,
although he had never taken the memorandum from his
pocket, and no one but himself was aware of its existence.
He further assures us that purposes which he had formed in
his own ind, but told to none, and even his most secret
thoughts, which lie had never revealed to man or woman,
have been publicly told to him at a spirit circle in a similar
manner. Here then there is no room for mere imagina-

" tion; either we must believe that Judge Tldmonds—against

whose moral character no one has ever whispered a suspicion
of deceit—attempted to palm on the world a tissue of cruel,
wicked, and unmeaning untruths, or else that Spiritualism
fs given to the world something new and wonderful, and
something far beyond the capacity of the most extraordinary
medium in the normal state. Moreover, justice compels me
to add that while Judge Edmonds devoted twenty-three
months to the investigation of the subject, bringing all
hig legal knowledge to bear upon the matter — and
he is admitted to have been one of the greatest lawyers
of the day—Mr. St. Clair considered himself perfectly
justified in preaching against modern Spiritualism from
the Church of the Saviour platform, at the very time
when he wags holding séances in his own house for the alleged
purpose of ascertaining whether it was true. What would
be said of a man of science who acted in the same way
in reference to anatomy or clectricity ? T might men-
tion many other facts cqually remarkable did time per-
mit, but will content myself by referring those who wish
for further information upon trance or inspirational medium-
ship to the works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the orations of
Mrs. Tappan, the poctical works of the Rev. T. L. Harris,
the poems of Lizzie Doten, and last, but not least, to that
remarkable work, entitled fafed, Prince of Persia, given
through the mediumship of David Duguid, the well-known
trance and painting medium of Glasgow. It is a sad sight
indecd to see a minister of religion, whose business it should
be to assist his people in the search after truth, standing
before his congregation and publicly making the assertions we
have hoen considering, when it must have peen perfectly
evident to any one who had the slightest acquaintance with
the subject that he had scarcely touched the very fringe of
the skirt of Spiritualistic literature. I can quite believe that
Spiritualism has not taught him anything new or wonderful ;
but I must at the same time remind him of the advice of a
Hindoo philosopher—* Never utter these words: I do not
know this, therefore it is false.” Omne must study to know,
know to understand, understand to judge.”

SPIRIT FORMS.AND SPIRIT IANDS.—TIIE LEVITATION OF THE HUMAN BODY,

The subject of the third lecture was ‘¢ Materialisation.”
The lesson was taken from the fifth chapter of the Book of
Daniel, containing an account of the materialised hand seen
in the palace at Babylon, and the text was St. Luke, chap. 24,
vv. 36 to 43, containing an account of our Lord’s first appear-
ance to His assembled disciples after His crucifixion. The
lecturer commenced with a long introduction on °*matter.”
We were told that matter was governed by certain known
laws which were absolutely unalterable. Thus matter could
not go through matter ; you might knock your head against
a brick wall but you could not get through it. Matter was
indestructible ; you might weigh a quantity of coal, and if,
after burning it, you could gather up the fragments and gases
of which it was composed, they would be found to weigh
exactly as much as the original piece of coal, Then there
was the law of gravitation ; a balloon did not rise in the air of
itself as it appeared to do, but simply because the air under-
neath it was Leavier and forced it up. All this T knew before,



306

THE SPIRITUALIST.

Due. 27, 1878.

P A U A A A A SN NSNS I NSNS NI NI NN NN PN AN NN LT NN NN NE NI NN NN NN N ANI NN NN NN

but I did not know until then that Mr. St. Clair held the
old materialistic theory that a spirit was not material,
and consequently could not be seen. I had always imagined
that there was only one pure Spirit, *“Whom no man hath
geen nor can see ;" but that all other spirits were clothed with
some kind of material body, although of a purer substance
than our own. Armed with the knowledge of the un-
alterable laws of matter, and with the consequent possibilities
and impossibilities of nature, we were introduced to the
subject of levitation. Mr. Home, we were told, is said to
have been many times levitated. Once at Ashley House, in
the presence of the Master of Lindsay and Lord Adare, he
was levitated and floated out at one window and n at another,
without any human support, at a distance of 85 feet from the
ground. Now this is an awkward statement, because if it
should turn out to be true, it destroys Mr, St. Clair’s mate-
rialistic temple as completely as Sampson is said to have
destroyed the temple of Dagon. Henece it s of the greatest
importance to get rid of 1t as quickly and cffectually as
possible ; 50 we were reminded that levitation 1s no new thing,
it is merely an old story revived. Ie remarked that St.
Francis d’Assisi and St. Theresa are said to have been
levitated, that the facts were confirmed by persons who
profess to have secen them in that position ; but this being
contrary to the laws of gravitation was therefore im-
possible. He could quite helieve that those pious persons
thought that they were so levitated. And as for the people
who professed to have secn them standing in mid-air,
we know how easily people are deceived. We have not for-
gotten how, once upon a time, a wag took up his position in
front of Cumberland House, and after fixing his eyes for
some time on the lion that once stood at the top of it, at
length exclaimed, with befitting solemnity, ¢‘By Heavens !
it moves I’ and how he actually succeeded in deluding a
number of persons into the belief that they positively saw the
metal lion on Cumberland House wag 1ibs tail. We have
lately heard a great deal about this lion’s tail ; but as we are
not now in a position to examine the people who professed to
have seen it wag, and as we have received no gpecial informa-
tion respecting it from a gentleman well skilled in the natural
history of tails, we must dismiss the narrative from our con-
sideration. But 1 cannot so easily dismiss Mr. St. Clair’s
argument, I always thought that when any extraordinary
phenomena occurred at the present day, supposing it to be
well-authenticated, that it was always understood to give a
certain amount of probability to any similar occurrence
alleged to have taken place in the past. But this cornmon-
sense reagoning seems to be reversed in the argument now
before us, for we are told, In effect, that Home could not
possibly have been levitated, because several other persons
are sald to have been similarly levitated before he was born.
This reasoning is so very strangethat I must illustrate it. A
house is broken into in an -extraordinary manner, but the
thief is detected on the spot, carried to prison, and in due
time brought up for trial. What would be thought of a
magistrate who under such circumstances should address the
prisoner in the following manner—¢‘ You stand here charged
with having broken into a house ; several persons here present
have sworn to the fact and to your identity : still, I do not
feel justified In passing sentence upon you. I was reading
the other day an account of how a number of persons had
been deluded by a wag into the belief that they saw the lion
on Cumberland House wag its tail. Ilence it seems to me
quite possible that the witnesses in question may be mistaken
as to the alleged fact, or as to your identity. Furthermore,
as my own great-grandfather’s house was broken into, I feel
bound to give you the benefit of the doubt and acquit you.”
Such a magistrate would hardly keep his seat long, and I fail
to understand why we should have one kind of logic for ihe
police-court and another for the pulpit. The matter before
us 18 one of simple evidence. Mr. Home is said to have been
many times levitated. Is this statement true or false ¢ Now,
there are at least fifty respectable, intelligent persons in

London at the present time who are prepared to swear that .

he hag been levitated in their presence; and there are
a number of persons on the other side of the Atlantic who
are equally ready to boar similar testimony. The following
example L take from Dr, Crowell’s Primitive Christianily and
Modern Spiritualism, vol. 2, page 24. On the 8th August,

bed

1852, scveral gentlemen were assembled at the residence of
Ward Cheney, Esquire, Manchester, Conn., where in the
course of the evening very remarkable demonstrations
occurred. One of the editors of the Hariford Times was
present, and from his account of the exhibition, as published
1 that paper, I cut the following paragraph :—¢¢ Suddenly,
and without any expectation on the part of the company,
the medium, Mr. Home, was taken up In the air. I had
hold of his hand at the time, and I felt his feet; they
were lifted a foot from the floor. He palpitated from hoad
to foot with the contending emotions of joy and fear, which
choked his utterance. Again and again he was taken from
the floor, and the third time he was carried to the ceiling of
the apartment, with which his hands and head came in
gentle contact. I felt the distance from the soles of
his boots to the floor, and it was nearly three feet.
Others touched his feet to satisfy themselves.” Moreover,
this phenomenon is perfectly common in India at the
present moment. There, under the blaze of a noonday
tropical sun, a so-called juggler will take his secat on the
ground in front of an hotel, cover himself over with a cloth,
and, after a few minutes, on removing it discover him-
gelf to the assembled crowd suspended cross-legged in mid-
air. No restriction is placed on the bystanders; any one
who chooses may thrust his arm or a cane under his body, so
as to satisfy himself beyond the possihility of a doubt that
the juggler is supported by no visible agency. For some
time so-called men of science denied this fact as being con-
trary to the laws of nature ; but facts are stronger than
theories, and I cannot help thinking that if Mr. St. Clair had
known how extremely well this phenomernon was authenti-
cated, he would hardly have classed it among the many
impossibilities of modern Spiritualism. I admit, however,
that levitation ig no new thing; that it iz merely an old
story revived ; for we read in the cighth chapter of the Acts
of the Apostles, verses 39 and 40, that after Philip had
baptised the Ethiopian cunuch at Gaza, the spirit of the Lord
caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no more. But
Philip was found at Azotus, thirty miles away. Here we have
not mere levitation, but transportation into the bargain. In
the third chapter of Ezekiel, verse 14, weread, ‘“So the spirit
lifted me up and took me away ;" and in the time of Elijah
levitation appeared to have been somewhat common, for we
read in the 18th chapter, 1 Kings, verse 12, that Obadiah said
to him, ¢ And it shall come to pass, as soon ag I am gone
from thee, that the spirit of the Lord shall carry thee
whither 1 know not, and so when I come and tell Ahab, and
he cannot find thee, he shall slay me.”

(To be continued.)

MR. LAMBELLE AT LADBROKE HALL.

Lasr night T found my way to Ladbroke Hall, in the Ladbroke-
grove-road, London, where Mr. Lambelle is delivering a series of
Sunday evening discourses. The room is a spacious ome, and the
couple of score of persons, including children, who were assembled
there last night hardly redeemed it from an appearance of desolation.
At ten minutes past seven Mr. Lambelle, a young man, appeared on
the platform, accompanied by the gentleman who acted as chairman,
minister, and master of the ceremonies during the evening. For the
comfort of those persons who may have been alarmed by a truculent
notice in The Spirituaiist to the effect that the doors would be closed
punctually at seven o’clock, I may mention that this measure was not
taken till 7.25, when Mr. Lambelle passed into the trance, and com-
menced his part of the proceedings with a prayer to the Father of
spirits. The preliminary service consisted of a portion of Seripture
read by the chairman, and $wo hymns, one from the Spiritual Lyre,
the other from Moody and Sankey’s collection. In the former the
audience took part; the latter, for want of books, was performed by
the chairman’s son, assisted by the kind offices of certain young ladies.
The portion of Scripture selected for the evening was the 91st Psalm,
in which immunity from epidemic discases is declared to be the
privilege of the righteous,

The services, both of the chairman and of his son, who plays the

- harmonium, are contributed voluntarily out of goodwill to Mr.

Lambelle, and a desire to spread the teachings of Spiritualism: When
Mr. Lambelle passed from prayer to preaching, his voice changed from
a toue of solemnity to one of heartiness verging on jocularity. His
discourse occupied an hour, being full of tedious repetition and un-
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necessary emphasis. But though tedious, it was not rambling. There
was a clear line of argument laid down at starting, and adhered to
consistently throughout. If Mr. Lambelle were to acknowledge him-
self ag the author of his own discourse, one might be inclined to offer
a few friendly suggestions. But where i3 the use of lecturing the
denizens of another world upon the rules of rhetoric ? Without pre-
tending to reproduce the exact words that fell from the lips of the
speaker, I will now present the readers of The Spiritualist with the
main points of the discourse in a very abridged form. Any short-
comings that may be observed by other hearers will be kindly set down
to weakness of memory.

Of all sayings that have ever been uttered, none is perhaps so
pregnant with wisdom as that of the ancient sage who laid down for
the guidence of life the brief maxim “know thyself.” If this
principle had always been strictly borne in mind, the world would
have been spared most of the miseries, and would have avoided most
of the errorsinto which it has fallen. But at the present day religion,
science, and philogsophy all combine to debar you from this self-
knowledge, which is the only true way of salvation. Religion has
issued her fiat—* Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further,”” She will
not tolerate free inquiry into the conditions of existence in the world
of spirits. Secience has declared that mwan is a cunning mechanism,
and that nothing exists but matter ; and philosophy has set her seal to
the conclusions of science. All Christians indeed believe that there is
a future life ; but they believe it only as an article of faith, and do
not realise it as a fact of existence. Strange the indifference with which
men contemplate the journey which all must take, and the land
whereto all must come ! If you were about to emigrate to a foreign
country, you would not display this lack of interest. You would buy
every book from which you could extract information, and you would
eagerly seek opportunities of conversing with those who had sojourned
therein. But about that solemn journey, which is the only one
whereon all must go, you do not care to inquire. Why there should
be such a lack of curiosity on this subject among mankind we cannot
tell : only we think it must be in part due to the numbing infiuence of
your religious ideas which renders the contemplation of the future
distasteful. It is to help you in freeing yourselves from the triple
oppression of your religion, your seience, and your philosophy that we
have come hither to-night. The help we bring is by making known to
you the true conditions of spiritual life, as far as we are enabled todo
through the medium of an artificial language,

There are three questions which present themselves to our considera-
tion to-night :—

1. What is spirit ¢

2. What is the nature of the spiritual world, and where is it ?

3, What are the relations that exist between the spiritual world and
the material ?

And first, “ What is spirit ?”’ Christians talk glibly enough of the
existence of theirspirits after death. But what is spirit, and how are
we to conceive of it? Isita cold abstraction, to be conceived only by
negations ? No. If spirit exist at all, it must be a substance. But
when we say that spirit is a substance, we are not saying that spirit is
matter, or that matter isspirit. Nor are we using the word ¢ substance”
in any abstruse metaphysical sense. By “substance” we mean those
essential qualities out of which anything or entity is made up, just as
this table is made out of wood, which is known to usonly by its various
qualities, This world is made up of various things or substances made
known to us by our physical senses. Take away those substances and
thereisnoworld—shehillsand the valleys, the atmosphere and the rivers
are gone ; and without these and the like, where would be the world ?
Even so, if there be agpiritual world, that world can ouly be made up
of spiritual substances. That you cannot perceive the world of spirit
does not prove that it cannot exist, For your semses are only con-
structed to perceive those things to which they stand related : they can
bring you no knowledge of anything beyond these. How, then, are these
spiritual substances to be perceived !  Why, of course, by the spiritual
senses ; just as physical substances are perceived by the physical senses.

But it is not enough to say that the spiritual world has substance,
unless we acknowledge also that it has form. Try to imagine a world
which has substance without form! You cannot frame any idea of it.
For what is an idea but an image? And what is an image buta
certain definite form ? A world without volume and shape would be no
world at all. Yet such is the world which your religion has taught
you to expect. Things, if they exist, must have substance and form.
A world devoid of these would be the mere absence of existence—it
would be nothing. Do you imagine that in the spirit-world there
are no hills and valleys, no atmosphere and rivers, no variety of
forms as there are here? There are all these, only they are spiritual
and not material, It has been the faghion hitherto to represent spirit
as the opposite of matter. Iut by a series of mere negations, you
cannot form any idea of existence: you will arrive at extinction and
not reality. Spirit is not the antithesis, but the correlative of matter.

And yet how inconsistent is the language which your religion
teaches you! All Christians believe in angels; they believe that the
Lord sits in Heaven upon Ilis throne; they speak of the blessed as
clothed in white, with erowns on their heads, and playing on harps
of gold; and they draw a picture, too, the reverse of this, too doleful
for us here to contemplate, of souls tortured in fire for ever and ever
—and allthis in a world where there is no substance, no shapes, no
sizes, nothing! ‘What does the hymn say ?—

“Sweet fields beyond the gwelling floods
Stand dressed in living groen."”

Whﬁf i}cindl of fields are these that exist in a formless and insubstantial
WOr.

We come now to the question which stood second in our proposed
order of treatment-—the nature and place of the spirit-world. Its nature
we have already explained in speaking of spirit. It is a world as real
and as palpable as this world in which you dwell. It has an earth, and
rivers, and mountains, and hills, and valleys, and a sun, and light, and
all that your world contains. Perhaps it will be said that this is
materialising the spirit-world. ‘Well, it would be so if spirit were not
a substance distinct from matter, with subtler properties and a higher
function. DBecause matter and spirit are both substances, it by no means
follows that matter is spirit and spirit matter, unless there can be no
difference between one substance and another. But between spirit and
matter there is all the difference between the transitory and the eternal.
Your world is fleeting, perishing ; nothing in it is the same one moment
with another. If your sight were fine enough you would see every
object surrounded by an aura—by a stream of particles perpetually
passing away from it. Your very bodies are gone before you can call
them your own: not in every seven years, nor in every three years, but
at every moment do they change in some part of their structure. Itis
not so with the spirit-world : that is the true substance, the one reality ;
your world is but the shadow which it brings into being.

And now that we have spoken of the nature of the spirit-world, we
shall be asked, “ Where is it?” Is it in some far-off region of space,
somewhere above us, in some planet or star? No. You might travel
for ever into space, and never find it. Lo the question, “ Where is the
spirit-world #” we answer, “ It is here)” You are in the spirit-world
now as much as you will ever be. TFor around you and about you is
the spirit-world ; and around and about each material world there is an
envelope encircling and enfolding it, which is its spirit-world: so that
the inhabitants of each may say, ¢ The spirit-world is here;” and may
look up, also, and say, ¢ The spirit-world is above us.” Only it must
be seen with the eyes of the spirit, not with those of the flesh. (Here I
expected to hear the familiar lines of Longfellow—

“The spirit-world around this world of sense,
Floats like an atmosphere, and everywhere
Waits through these earthly mists and vapours dense
A vital breath of more ethereal air.’”)

But because the fleshly eye cannot see it, men think it is not there. And
yet when science tells you that around this earth of yours there are
two mighty oceans, two currents running contrary ways, which you
cannot see, her word is implicitly believed. But when the spirit-
world comes to you, and proclaims its own existence, you set aside
the testimony, and it seems to you as an idle tale. And this merely
because that world is to you invisible! As if a blind man did not
really exist in a world of light, because the light fails to reach him!
Or ag if a man asleep did not exist in the material world, because he
is for the time oblivious of it! You may take that man and place
him on some giddy precipice, where one step would hurl him into
destruction, and he will not heed it; but when he is recalled to his
waking state, he will start back with horror. And so, when the
ghackles which bind the soul fall off, and man is roused from hig
gpiritual lethargy, he discovers that he hag been in the world of
spirits all along, although he knew not of it. Yes: you are in the
spirit-world now, and that world acts upon you and influences you in
ways that you dream not of. It was a spiritnal impulse that brought
each one of you here to-night; and you came in obedience to a man-
date which had not its origin in yourselves, and over which you could
exercise no control.

‘We come now to the last division of our subject—the relation of the
gpiritual to the material world. Briefly we may say the spiritual world
stands to the material in the relation of cause to effect. It is prior to
the material world, and independent of it. The spirit-world would
still exist if the world of matter, and all that is therein, were de-
stroyed ; whereas the world of matter has only a dependent and de-
rived existence., Without spirit the material world would Dbe life-
less ; for one of the principal attributes of matter is inertia. But
you will say you see matter, and you know that that exists, whereas
you do not see the spirit that is said to moveit, Why, neither has
any oune ever seen a man, not the real man—but only his clothes.
(Are these the same spirits that prompted Herr Teufeldreuck ? Or
did Herr Teufeldreuck on this occasion inspire the spirits?) The real
man is a spirit even now; aud the senses have no relation to the
spiritual world. Do not imagine that anything is explained when
you say that material phenomena are produced by law. They are not
produced by law, but only @ accordance with law. Law is bnt the
order that we observe among them., The law of gravitation, for
instance, i3 nothing but a series of effects; and the cause of these
effects is spirit. Matter has no power inherent in itself. There is no
earth that can construct itself into houses, nor any food that can trans-
form itself into an organic world, And as the spiritual world is the
source and cause of the material, so God is the cause of the world of
spirit, and the fountain from which it flows, Oh! remember that it
is your high privilege to form part of this grand hierarchy now.
Remember that you are in your own nature spirits, and that an eternity
of consciousness is in store for you.

Such was the substance of Mr. Lambelle’s discourse. TFor the infor-
mation of any persons to whom the ideas contained in it happen to be
new, I may mention that a clear and forcible statement of precisely
the same line of argument is to be found in a little book called Tie
Nature of Sptrit, by the Rev. Chauncy Giles, a Swedenborgian minister
in America. St. GEORGE STOCK,

Decomber 21st, 1878,
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WELL-PROVED CLAIRVOYANCE.
( Continued from page 294.)

A STRING OF ANECDOTES.

Professor Charles E. West is principal and proprietor of the
Brooklyn Heights Seminary, at 138, Montague-street, and
he is widely known throughout the city as a scholar, a man of
science, and a Christian gentleman. It was in his institution
that Miss Fancher obtained her education. Immediately
upon hearing of the accident to- her, a favourite pupil, he
went to see her, and barely a week has elapsed since that
time in which he has not visited her.
delighted to greet him, and has eonfided to him, as much as
to any other, her sensations, her joys, her sorrows, her
religious beliefs, her sccrets. ““I have been there by day
and by night ; have called unexpectedly ; have remained their
for hours at a time,”” he said yesterday, ‘¢ and I have kept
eomplete mecmoranda of what I have seen and heard. I never
knew a more truthful, sincere, and intelligent girl than she
has proved herself from the very first of our acquaintance. I
have spent my life in study, and I have devoted very much of
it for the past twelve years to Mollie Fancher’s ease. She
has been a revelation to me. I think I have recorded every
change in her mental and physical condition. I have all the
results. It would take you half a day to read what I have
written about her, and even then the wonderful things she
has done are scarcely touched upon. I have been very anxious
that a eommission of such men as Tyndall and Huxley and
Agassiz be made up to prosecute a most searching inquiry
into her condition. Indecd, I had arranged with Professor
Wyman, of Harvard University, to come to New York, and,
with gsome one else—we had Agassiz in mind—spend wecks
with her. As he was about to start Mollie was taken worse.
She was then in the most death-like eondition that we had
seen her, and we all thought that she must soon pass away.
It was deemed better to postpone Professor Wyman’s visit
until she was better able to have investigation made. But in
a few weeks the Professor died, and Agassiz also soon was
gone. She outlived both.

““I have taken clergymen and physicians to see her. She
mystifies every one, They are charmed by her eheerfulness,
her vivacity, her Christian faith. It is impossible not to
admire her; yet when they see the beautiful works of art
that she faghions without the aid of the natural eye, and when
they get a glimpse of her wonderful power of so-called second
sight, they become mute., I have seen persons who were
afraid of her as they might be of a veritable ghost or super-
natural apparition. None in all the hundreds whom I have
seen at her bedside have I heard express a suspicion that she
is an impostor. To gee her seems to carry convietion. There
is no more doubt that she does thesc wonderful things than
that we sit here. I have seen her do them. I have sat in
the twilight of a summer evening and watched her make
faney-work articles in colours, her right arm bent back of her
head and resting upon a pillow, the hand capable of being
slightly bent at the wrist, her fingers clenched and almost
immovable. To this hand she carried the work in her left
one, of which she has had the full use, and then the needle
danced in and out of the canvas drawing every thread to its
proper place and tension, every colour to the exact spot. I
knew she was absolutely blind; but even though she had
vision she could not have seen her work while it was held in
that position.

MISS FANCHER'S PERCEPTION OF

“She distinguighed ¢olours with an accuracy that made the
rest of us ashamed of ourselves. One evening a physician
was there, and he boldly said that he believed she could not
detect the different shades. Mollie had a ball of worsted
thread, in which were probably ten or twelve eolours. She
asked the physician to select one, and he pulled out a picce.
Mollie’s face was turned from him, but he had no sooner
geparated it from the others than she cried out, ‘ Brown.” It
was dark in the room, and he went to the window, pushed
agide the shutter, and examined the worsted.

* You are wrong,” said he, ‘it’s black !’

¢ ‘It’s brown, most assuredly,’ reiterated she.

““The physician supposed he was right; so he said with
the utmost confidence, ¢ For once you are in the wrong ; it is
certainly black.” Miss Mollie quietly reached for the ball of

COLOURS.

She has ever been -

many-coloured worsteds, and pulling therefrom a thread sald
‘Here is a piece of black—that you have is dark brown.’

The physician compared the two, and then saw that he was
in error and that she was corrcct.

¢ T sat in the room another night,”’ went on Professor West,
warming up with enthusiasm, ¢‘after it had become dark.
Mollie had lost a pet bird—somehow all her pets die very
soon ; she seems to draw the life right out of them—and a
friend had sent the skin to be mounted by a taxidermist.
The stuffed bird was on the mantelpiece. We opened the
door of the eage in which was a live bird, and as Mollie called
to it, it flew to her. She fondled with it for a few minutes,
and then it flew from her. We paid no attention to it, but
soon the girl called it to our attention that the live bird was
on the mantel, curiously inspecting the dead one. It was so
dark that we could not sce it at all, and Mollie’s face was
turned from the mantel. We made a light, and sure enough
the canary was in a brown study over the bullfinch. The
girl was absolutely blind, you must remember. The light
was extinguished—for hght seems to make Mollie uneasy—
and our eonversation went on. After a half hour I asked
her what had become of the bird, and she answered, ¢ Why,
don’t you see him therc on the mantel, fast asleep ?’ We
lighted wp again, and there the bird was, its head under
its wing,

PIIOTOGRAPHS RECOGNISED.

““She does all sorts of little things that fill you with
astonishment. Sometimes I have carried to her a photograph
of some one whom she knew before the accident. She always
saw and recognised it before it was taken from my pocket.
I know of many instances in which she has read letters while
they were in an envelope in the pockets of gentlemen. As
for books and newspapers, she reads them readily, no matter
what part of the room they are in. When first taken she
seemed to read by sense of touch, which, by the way, was for
many months the only sense she possessed. Drawing her
thumb over the printed lines with great rapidity, she was able
to tell for a long time thereafter just what the text was. Her
memory of things that happened while she was in that rigid
condition was astonishingly accurate. 1 took her a book one
day, and she drew her thumb rapidly over the title-page and
began to laugh. Of eourse I asked the cause of her merri-
ment and she answered that mentlonlng the name of a
very dear friend, had two years before given her the samc
book ; and with that she gave me a running sketch of its
contents in a highly intelligent and surprisingly accurate
manner.

¢ She soon ascortained, however, that it was not necessary
to touch the words to understand their mcaning, but absorbed
the eontents of printed or written matter. She knows when-
ever the newspapers print anything about her before it is
read to her. The two things that she scems most to dread
are, first of all, any notoricty through public prints or
through the gossip of her friends; and, second, the being
classed in any manner with elairvoyants or second-sight seers
or Spiritualists, and these dislikes alonc should go far toward
making the public believe that she does not attempt im-
position. Her excessive sensitiveness to all notoriety, and
her sincere desire to keep all knowledge of herself from the
public, remove every motive for deception. To my knowledge
she never has had a penny by her gifts, although having
many opportunities to do so. Many persons thinking that
she 1s a clairvoyant, have called to eonsult with lor, and
many young men and young women have desired her to tell
their fortunecs, but she has not allowed them to be admitted
to the room. She knows who her visitors are long before
they are ushered into the hall below, and she allows them
to see her, or refuses, just as the whim takes her. I took
Kossuth’s sister there just before her departure for the Old
World. Miss Mollie refused to see her. Afterward I asked
Mollie for an explanation. ‘Why, I didn’t like her looks
when she entered the door,” was the reply. The door is on
the floor below. Amnother time I took a gentleman of reputa-
tion as a scholar. She directed that he be kept from her
room, for the same reason—she did not like his looks. While
she was blind, I took a large man with a great black beard to
her, and said, ¢ What do you think of this little man with a
smooth, sharp ehin 2’ and without turning her face, which
was from us, she answered, ‘e is very large and has full
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whiskers ; I can see him.” She knows what is going on all
over the country, but whether from her marvellous sight-
seeing or becausc she reads it, T am unable to say. She is
not willing to talk to visitors about her gifts. The topic is
painful to her. To her friends, however, she is morc free,
and she is quite willing, at times, to explain her scnsations.
She tells them where she gocs, and what she sees.

¢“She has revealed things to me of whieh I had no concep-
tion—mainly while we were talking upon religious topics.
She is as carnest a Christian as I ever knew. What she sees
only makes her faith the stronger; and I belicve that her
reason for longing to die is that she may go to heaven. I
think she has glimpses of the other world, if she has not
indeed been there. I cannot tcll you that strangely interest-
ing part of her cxpcrience. After she is dead it will be
known ; bub it’s more of a revelation than that seen hy John
from the Isle of Patmos.”

“ Does she sec friends who have gone before her 1

“Yes” (speaking with great reluctance). ¢Sha sees
many of them. She sces her mother. She longs to be with
her mother. She says her mother comes to her.”” And the
Professor wiped his cyes, nor did he speak thercafter for many
minutes.

A COMMITTEE OF CLERGYMEN,

«¢Tell me more of the strange things she does.”

“Why ! bless you! they would fill a book. The trouble
with your printing them is, no one will believe them. I have
told this girl’s history to hundreds ; they laugh at me. I
told it to Dr. Irenxus Prime. He laughed at me. DBut I
brought him over to Brooklyn to scc Miss Mollic, and he went
home convinced, but mystified. At the next meeting of the
Chi Alpha, the sccret soeiety of New York clergymen, Prime,
after things began to lag, said, ‘Do you want to hear an
improbable story ¢’ and they all shouted, ‘We do.’ Well,
Prime began to tell them the facts about Mollie Fancher, and
ho had not more than fairly started before they eried, ¢ Hold
—enough—that’s too much.,” ‘Hold! yourselves,” cried
Prime, ‘didn’t I say I was going to tell you an improbable
story,” and he made them hear him through. Then they dis-
cussed it at great length, and appointed a committee to
investigate. Over to Brooklyn came the committee, and
straight for me, and I read them from my memoranda for an
hour and a half, and then they went up and saw Misg Mollie.
They reported to the Chi Alpha that all the wonderful things
Prime had told them were true, but it was a casc beyond their
understanding.

T don't blame folks for not believing ; it’s past belicf.
‘Why, Dr. was for ever making fun of Dr. Spcir and
myself for believing what the girl does, so one day I took him
up to see her. ‘I'll warrant she’ll perform none of her
miracles while I am there,” he said, while on the way. We
were not fairly seated beforc the postman’s rap was heard,
and down went Mollic’s aunt, Mrs. Crosby, for the letter.
‘It’s from my friend So-and-so,” said Mollie, when her annt
was half way down stairs. DBaek came Mrs. Crosby with the
letter, and Mollie began to tell what was in it. ‘Taﬁe the
slate,” said I to the unbelieving physician, ‘and Molke will
dictatc the contents of the letter.” Mrs. Crosby held on to
tho epistle, and the doctor took the slate, and Mollie began
to repcat the letter. She did not take it in her hand, and
she was not within eight fest of it. After the doetor had
filled two sides of the slate, Mollie asked Mrs. Crosby to open
and read the letter aloud. This she did, while the doctor ex-
amined what was on the slatc. The letter was exactly the
same a8 Mollie had dietated. The doctor went home con-
vineed of the girl’s marvellous powers.

““Yes,” sald Professor West, in concluding, 1 want to
sce & commission of the scientific men of the country investi-
gate this strange case. The girl is simply o miracle. She
says she is a miracle, and T know she 1s one. The entire
scientific world should know all about her, and I hopec the
time will eome when it will.”

TIE TESTIMONY OF PIIYSICIANS,

From the first, Dr. R. Fleet Speir, of 162, Montague-strect,
Brooklyn, has been Miss Faneher’s physieian. Ile has
watehed ler case with unrelenting vigilance, and has made
full memoranda of cvery symptom and every ehange. After
ghe had deelared that she could not partake of food, that it
was nauseating and distasteful and worthless, he introduced

nourishment through a silver tube. When she was to all
appearance dead—pulsation gone, respiration gone, warmth
gone—he worked over her and rostored her. He has known
of her wonderful physiological condition, and of her singular
mental phenomena. One day he received a note from this
curious patient, warning him that an attempt was to be made
to rob him. Ilc paid not more than passing attention to it,
but next day some one entered his house and took thercfrom
a valuable ease of surgical instruments. When he has rung
the door bell Miss Fancher has almost invariably called out,
“ Aunt, please go down and let in the doctor.” Once or
twice he has halted on the landing at the stair-top while some
other visitor who accompanied him entered the room with
Mrs. Crosby. Miss Fancher, after greeting the new comer,
has said, ““Why does the doctor wait outside ? Ask him to
come in.”’ She has becn aware of his presence in the neigh-
bourhood, and has told, when he was starting from his Mon- -
tague-strcet residence a mile away {rom her, that he was
going to call upon her. Dr. Speir hag taken Dr. Mitchell,
Dr. IGssam, Dr. Crane, Dr. Ormiston, and many others of
Brooklyn’s best known physicians to see Miss Fancher.

It was Dr. Speir who, in the carlier stages of Miss
Fancher’s illncss, tested whether she had partaken of food by
going in suddenly upon her and administering an cmetic.
The drug gave her much pain, while the result was convincing
that her stomach was empty. The nature of the medicine
was well known to Miss Fancher, although it had been care-
fully kept from her. This cvent wag just before she went
into the rigid condition that lasted nine years. As soon as
she emerged from this condition into that of relaxation, three
years ago, her memory of the happenings of nine years was
gone, and she rememhbered only incidents of previous years.
S0 nine and a half years after the administering of the test,
as Dr. Speir entered the room Migs Fancher broke out with,
““ You thought I didn’t know why you gave me that medicine,
but I did. You wanted to see whether food was in my
stomach, and you learned that nonc was thore. It made me
feel very sick. You won't do so again, will you ?”

Dr. Speir was asked : ‘“Did Mollie Fancher ever warn you
that you were to be robbed, and ncxt day after you reecived
the warning were you robbed ?”

“Yes.”

““ Do you know of her doing many other ¢qually astonishing
things 2"’

“T do.”

““Do you think it possible for Miss Fancher to have de-
ceived you 27’

“I never detected the lcast attempt at deception ; nor have
I ever suspeeted that deception was practised by her; I am
convinced that there has been no deception. At the same
time please understand me that T am not a belicver in super-
natural things. I think there must be an explanation for
everything that happens upon this earth ; possibly many of
them are beyond our eomprchension in the present condition
of the world’s enlightenment, but they are surc to be made
plain in time.”

“Is it true that Miss Fancher has continucd for many
hours in a condition rescmbling death, with no pulse and no
breath ¢’

““Yes, it is. Her condition has been, T may say, most
remarkable. DBut Miss Fancher’s case I regard as a pro-
fessional secret. She desires me not to talk about it, and 1
must respect and follow out her wishes.”

““Is it truc that she has not partaken of food in all these
thirteen years 17"

““No; I cannot say that she has not. I have not been
constantly with her for thirtcen years ; she may have taken
food in my absence. Her friends have used every device to
make her take nourishment.  Food has been foreed upon her,
and artificial means have been resorted to that it might be
carricd to her stomach. Nevertheless the amount in the
aggregate must have heen very small in all these years.”

*“You have considered the case of sueh extraordinary im-
portance as to take many physieians to see it ?”’

“I have, and it has excited very mueh of attention. I
have letters about it from far and near, and the medieal
journals have asked for information.”

HOW DOES SHUE LIVE?
Dr. Robert Ormiston, who has been one of Miss Fanchoer’s
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physicians from the first, who has scen her constantly in all
the different conditions of her system, said yesterday that he
was convinced that there could be no deception. IHe could
find no motive for it, and he did not believe that she attempted
it. As to her not partaking of food, he had with Dr. Speir
made tests that satisfied him that she ate no more than she
pretended to, and in the aggregate it had not, in all these
years, amounted to more than the amount caten at a single
meal by a healthy man. Dr. Ormiston narrated many curious
incidents of the girl’s illness, and verified the facts of her
physical condition as narrated elsewhere. ’

“¢ Can you explain why she does not die ?”" he was asked.

T cannot; it sometimes seems incomprchensible to me
how she lives with no nourishment cxcept occasional drops of
fruit juices. Her stomach instantly rcjects food if food is
forced into it. At times she has lost all her senses, and her
body has become cold as though she were dead. Then she
has rallied, and has become better. She has had many
ailments that of themselves werc sufficient to have caused
death in an ordinary person. Last month she had hay fever,
and just now she has a sort of bloating of face and body. She
is at times intelligent and sharp-witted, and is entertaining
in her conversation. She has the worst spasms I ever saw a
person recover from, and is a vietim to the most violent
attacks of hysteria. She has not exhibited to me much of her
power of second-sight, yet I am aware that she is capable of
most astonishing things. I have known of remarkable tests
that she has withstood.”

DR. MITCLELL’S TESTS.

Dr. Chauncey L. Mitchell, of 129, Montague-strect, one of
Brooklyn’s oldest and most trusted physicians, said that he
had known of Miss Fancher's condition for many years, and
had been interested in it. He had called upon her several
times with Dr. Speir, and at the request of her friends and
brother physicians, and to satisfy his own curiosity, had made
some very severe tests. He added : ¢* While all the circum-
stances and surroundings from the first disarmed me of the
suspicion of deception, it was nevertheless difficult for me to
belicve that the young woman could subsist upon as small a
quantity of food as I was assurcd she had received. Iler
nind, too, was capable of such astonishing flights as to ah-
solutely compel one to doubt; hence I was carcful in my
tests. 1 may say that they convinced me that Miss Fancher
was not practising or attempting deception. They were per-
fectly satisfactory, and they lhiave left me at a loss to account
for, or to understand the laws by which her mind and her
body arc governed. These tests were at an early stage of her
sickness, and I have not repeated them. We physicians are
as a class inclined to look with suspicion upon any case in
which nature’s known laws are for a long time disregarded,
yet, I believe that, so far as human testimony can prove i, it
1s proved that Miss Fancher lives without partaking of food
to any considerable amount, and that she posscsses in an
extraordinary degree the gift of so-called clairvoyance. Iam
not able to explain how she lives. Her case is very generally
known to the physicians of New York and Brooklyn, and I
have talked with many of them about if, but I never have
heard given a satisfactory explanation of how she can continue
to live so long in such a condition.”

Dr. George G. Hopkins, of 375, Grand-avenue, said that
the physicians of Brooklyn gencrally knew that Miss Fancher
was living from year to yecar without partaking of cnough
nourishment to sustain life under ordinary circumstances ;
also that with her change in body came change in mind, and
ability to make sccond-sight manifestations. Ile had not
seen her himself, but from many conversations with physicians
and others who had, he did not doubt the genuinencss of what
was pretended for her. He had not heard a hint that she
practised imposition.

JIER PRESENT PUYSICAL CONDITION.

Miss Fancher's present condition is blindness, the eyelids
closed, the pupils sightless and staring ; laxity of body save
in her right arm, that remains rigid and doubled as above de-
seribed ; inability to take nourishment, with no desire for it
cxcepb at long intervals, when she puts a bit of fruit or candy
in her mouth for a short time and then rejects it ; torpidity
of the system, with sluggish pulsation and not vigorous res-
piration ; cheerfulness, with increasing sensitiveness to being
made the theme of public gossip, and to recciving strangers ;

enlargement of the heart, and soreness in the ribs that were
broken by the fall from a horse; rheumatic and neuralgie
pains; frequent changes in bodily state, with tendency toward
pulmonary troubles ; power of speech and of hearing.

Miss Fancher longs to dic, yet she tells her friends she is
afraid she cannot die. ** There is nothing of me to die,’? she
says. Once, after a most death-like trance, in which it
required hours of vigorous efforts to restore her, she uttered :
* Why did you not let me alonc ? T think I might have died,
had you allowed me to.”

Before the accident she was a worshipper in the Washington-
street Baptist Church, and had there made a profession of
religious belief. To those who have questioned she has
answered that her experiences in her sickness have simply
strengthcned her faith ; she believes in a material heaven,
with gates of pearl and pavements of gold. Her visions have
ever been of the good and the pure. Asked whether she ever
saw disagrecable persons or things, she answered that she
shuns them. She has said that she desires to die that she
may go to heaven.

Some of her friends have scriously said : “°If death is the
parting of the gpirit from the body, and if Miss Mollie’s spirit
has been released from the bondage of the flesh, can she
indecd ever die ?”’

SLATE-WRITING PHENOMENA.

M-r. FiPES SARGENT, the American author, in the course of an article
in the Spiritual Magazine of December, 1877, said :—

Some time in October, 1876, I wrote a long article in vindication
of Slade, with the view of publishing it in some leading Boston paper.
On further consideration I withheld it, however, and resolved to wait
till I could personally testify to something equivalent to the slate-
writing phenomenon as manifested through Slade. I had repeatedly,
during the last thirty years, witnessed analogous phenomena, so that
I fully believed in the testimony in his behalf; but I wished to be
able to say that I had mysclf witnessed something quite as extraordi-
nary. That time has now come, and I ask it of your courtesy to allow
me to report my experience.

Tuesday, September 18th, 1877, T bought a new slate enclosed in
covers at the store of Messrs. Nichols and Hall, of Broomfield-stgeet,
Boston, and proceeded to No. 46, Beach-street, where Mr. Charles E.
Watkins, of Cleveland, O., was making a brief professional stay. He
tock me upstairs into his modest sleeping-room, fronting on Beach-
street. I have every reason to believe that he did not know who I
was. 1 had never seen him before. In a momeut, however, my name
came to him in some inexplicable way (not from seeing it written in
my hat, oh! sceptic); his manner, a little ungracions at first, wholly
changed, and we sat down alone in the room, the noonday light
streaming in at the windows. He began by disclosing to me the
names written by me, without any possible knowledge of his (there
was no watehing the end of my pencil), on six slips of paper, which I
had rolled tightly into pellets, and which were not even touched by
the medium. They were so mixed that I could not myself tell the
name of any one of them. Here was a satisfactory proof of super-
sensual vision ; but, as I had received the same proofs through Foster
and Colchester many years ago, I will not stop to describe them further,
truly wonderfal as they were.

Mr, Watkins then permitted me to take my own fresh slate, which
had remained on the table near my left elbow all this while, e put
a crumb of slate pencil between one of the surfaces of the slate and
the inside surface of one of the covers. He told me to hold it out at
arm’s length, This I did, first satisfying myself that there was no
writing ou the slate, and that he had not even touched it.

Now bear in mind that we two were alone in the room ; that there
had been no possibility of the medium’s making the slightest mark
on the new, unused slate ; that I sat with my back to the light, which
streamed in at two uncurtained windows, the outer blinds of which
were thrown back, and Mr. Watkins sat before me, some two feet off ;
that I wasin a perfecily composed, equable state of mind, with all my
faculties on the alert ; that I was as sure the slate was the same one T
had just brought in as I was that the head on my shoulders was the
same one I had brought in; that I was no more the imbecile victim of
‘‘ expectancy and prepossession’’ than I am at this moment ; and con-
sider also the medium, when I should extend my arm under the con-
ditions here described, would be some three feet distant from the
slate, on which I absolutely knew there was as yet no writing.

Under these simple conditions, the fairest, simplest, and most con-
vincing that could well be imagined, I held out the slate. Tirst came
the name, ““ Anna Cora Mowatt.” This name I had written on one of
the pellets. A second time I held out the slate, and there came the
words, “ My dear brother, your own Lizzie.” This name I had not
written nor spoken. A third time I held out the slate (still untouched
by the medium), and there came the words, ¢ My dear son, God bless
you—Your father, who loves you dearly, Epes Sargent.” This name
had also been hoth unwritten and unspoken by me. 1t was my father’s
name,

Being now convinced that the theory of some invisible chemical
writing on the slate, to be made suddenly visible after the sitler had
held it, was utterly dispelled, I took two slates belonging to the medium,
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asked for a wet towel, wiped them thoroughly, saw the medium lay a
crumb of slate-pencil on one of the slates, and then, placing the other
slate on the top of it, I held the two, thus joined, out at arm’s length
in my left hand. In a moment I heard a light sound of writing. Ina
few seconds the medinum said, © Finished,”” and taking one slate from
the other, 1 saw one side filled with a message containing fifty-four
words, and signed by the name of my deceased brother.

Now, if any of my readers can explain these phenomena, so direct,
explicit, and unequivocal, by any theory excluding that of the operation
of a supersensible energy or force, working intelligently on a material
substance, I shall be pleased to be enlightened.

BRITISH NATIONAT ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
MEETING: OF THE COUNCIL.

AT the last ordinary monthly meeting of the Council of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, at 38, Great Russell-street, Liondon,
Mr. Alexander Calder, president, occupied the chair. The other members
present were Mr. and Mrs, Desmond Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Maltby, Mr.
Reimers, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Dawson Rogers, Miss Houghton, Mrs,
Edwin Ellis, and Mr. R, Pearce.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed,

Three new ordinary members were elected, and Professor Zdliner, of
Leipzig, expressed his pleasure at accepting the honour of becoming an
honorary member of the Association.

The following letter from Mr, Williams was then read :—

61, Lamb's Conduit-streot, Nov. 21st, 1878.

Dear Mrss KisrangBury,—] must beg to return my card of memberships
and agk that my name be struck out of tho list of those who belong to the
British National Association of Spiritualists. I perhaps shonld have dono this
gooner, excopt that I desired to watch the proceedings of some who have
callod themsolves my friends.

1 have triod to rendor good servico to the Association, and it is with some
congiderable sorrow that I return this card; but asa gentleman I can never
belong to any Association whero my word is disbelieved, and my honesty as a
medium is diserodited. There are many of its members who I still respect,
nnd who, as well as yoursolf, I shall ever be pleased to wolcomo.

With every good wish for the success of the organisation, and to all others
who are fellow-workers in this common cause, I remain, yours very truly,

Cuarces E. Winniaus.

The Secretary of the British National Association of Spiritnalists,

Mzr. and Mrs, Desmond Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Edwin Ellis, Mr. Dawson
TRogers, and Mr. R. Pearce voted that the resignation be accepted ; M.
Pearson and Mr. Christian Reimers voted that it be not accepted. It
wag therefore accepted by a majority of three.

No report was given in by the Finance Committee, sufficiont members
of it not having met to form a quorum.

The report of the General Purposes Committee was received and
adopted. It recommended changes in the hours during which the
public reading-rooms should be open during 1879, The committee also
resigned, on the ground that it had finished the work for which it was
appointed.

On the motion of Mr. Rogers, seconded by Mr, Harrison, it was
unanimously reappointed, because of the useful character of the work it
took in hand.

A letter from Mr. J. J. Morse was read, after which, on the recom-
mendation of the Soirée Committes, it was resolved to discontinue the
monthly soirées for the present.

Mr, Harrison moved—

That this Council is of opinion that if it doos not inform the members of
the Association how each councillor has voted in divisions relating to public
quostions, yet asks the mombors to vote for or against him at annual elections,
tho members are thereby placed in a false position; so this Council pledges
itsolf to adopt moasuros to let them know how their represontatives perform
thoir duty.

He aaid that there was searcely a town in the kingdom in which a riot
would not be raised if the Town Councils announced that they would
cease to reeord and permit to be published how every member had voted
at all divisions. But the Council he was addressing had already
declined to order all votes to be recorded, so as an inferior measure he,
in the above resolution, asked only that votes relating more to public
questions than interior management should be recorded and published.
1t had been said that some of his recently proposed measures were im-
practicable ; but he desired to state that he had attended about two
thousand meetings of organised bodies of various kinds, and that nearly
all his recent motions, some of which had not received support even to
the extent of seconding, wounld merely have had the effect of checking
an inferior system, and substituting onc in common use by the best
organised public bodies everywhere.

The motion was not seconded.

Mr. Harrison next moved—

That the Genoral Purposes Committeo is hereby instructod to consider and
to report to the next Council moeting tho best mothod of keeping the mem-
bers of tho Association informed how each of their ropresontatives on the
Couneil doos his duty.

This was seconded by Mrs. Maltby.

Mr. Dawson Rogers objected to the resolution. At present the
members did not vote blindfolded at elections, as they knew pretty
well from The Spirdiualist reports what the members were doing;
besides, if any member of Connecil called for it, the votes at divisions
were recorded.

Mr. Fitz-Gerald was in favour of votes being recorded at the

option of the Council ; not that the recording all votes should be
obligatory.

Miss Houghton said that it was not necessary to publish the votes
for the last election took place over only one person, who was in excesy
of the number to be elected. Besides, they could not go to the
cxpense of printing a volume explaining why the votes were given,

The Chairman questioned whether the public took any interest in
the records of the votes. :

Mr. Harrison replied that it was a true and common saying that a
Radical when in power was often the greatest of tyrants, and some of
the members of the Association had discovered from the recorded votes
that those members of the Council who daily talked most about defending’
the public liberties, were generally the very men who on that Board had
all along acted in the direction of restricting the public rights. He
knew that some of the members of the Association had discovered this
and to do so they must have been reading the votes with interest. In
reply to Miss Houghton, the public did not want the explanations ; let
them have but the dry record of what each member had actually done ;
they could form their own opinions as to the value of the work. The
present system of recording only an occasional vote when a member
chanced to ask for it would leave the details of many interesting
divisions unrecorded, and it was wrong in prineiple to impose one of the
chief duties of the whole Council upon any private member of it.

The votes were then taken. For the resolution, Mr, Harrison, Mrs.
Maltby, and Mr. Reimers. Against it, Mr. Dawson Rogers, Miss
Houghton, Mr3. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, and Mr, R. Pearce. The reso-
lution was consequently lost by a majority of one.

Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald then moved—

That the Rev. Thomas Colley, who is known to be the author of an anony-
mous letter in Z%e Medium of Nov. 1st, be invited either to withdraw or to
formulute into a distinet churge, and to substantiate what appears to be an
imputation of a disgraceful character against what Mr. Colley calls ¢ the
authorities of the Association,” which imputation is contained in tho letter in
question,

This was carried unanimously, and the meeting broke np,

(S revrisserressroerorery

A MAN SCOURGED BY SPIRITS.

WaLcHER, the second Prior of Malvern, a man whose word William
of Malmesbury tells us it was irreligious to disbelieve, relates as
follows ;:—

Fifteen years previous to the time when he wrote, a contagious
disease had attacked and destroyed the first prior and many of the
monks. The survivors, filled with alarm, exercised themselves in
prayer and more abundant distribution of alms. In course of time,
however, their fears abating, their charity also abated. The cellarer,
in particular, publicly laughed at the late panic, exclaiming that hig
stoek of provisions was inadequate to the charitable consumption—
that congsidering that there had been so many funerals amongst the
members, he had anticipated some reduction of expense, &c. One
evening, after the toils of the day, retiring somewhat late to rest, a re- .
markable circumstance ocecurred. He beheld in the chapter-house the
prior and the brethren who had died during the year sitting in the
order in which they had departed. The cellarer, affrighted, en-
deavoured to escape, but the spirits had physical power enough to
detain him by force, and to freely inflict on him the monastic punish-
ment of the scourge. In addition to this, the prior-spirit gave the
culprit monk good adviee on the folly of seeking profit by another’s
death, seeing that all men are subject to one common fate; on the
crime of 2 monk grudging his pittance of pay for a single year after
his death, who had passed his whole life in the service of the Church ;
and finished by telling him that his death would take place shortly,
and by the advice to endeavour by his example to correct those whom
he had corrupted by his language.

In proof of the veracity of his story, the penitent cellaver exhibited
the recent marks of his scourging tam recentibus plagis, besides
which he shortly afterwards died, fulfilling the prediction of his early
decease.—I7om an old Malvern Guide-book.

LA A m P AP i
COLDITRIIRE

Reapzers in the United Kingdom who receive this journal {from London
by post, are again reminded that their subseriptions expire to-day, and
that 10s. 10d. for the supply during 1879 is due before next Wednesday.

Tug Psychological Society will hold no meeting on Thursday next,
January 2nd. On Thursday, January 16th, Professor Plumptre will
read a paper on “ The Religious and Psychological Ideas Revealed in
the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews, Hindoos, and other Oriental Races.”

Tuc fortnightly meetings of the DBritish National Association of
Spiritualists will not be resnmed until Monday, January 20th, when
Mtr, W. H. Harrison will read a paperon *‘ Hanntings and Apparitions.”
He will be glad to receive references to cases which tend to prove spirit
identity.

Dr. Roserr S, Wryrp, of 19, Inverleith-row, Edinburgh, writes to
ns:—¢ I will willingly give £50 to any London medium who can obtain
for me a single wors written between closed slates, tied by myself, with
a bit of pencil betwixt; and I shall be very glad, indeed, to purchase
faith at this price.”
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SPIRITUALISM AND SPIRITUALITY IN GLASGOW.

S1r,—A dense fog hangs over the city ; cold, miserable, and wretched
ag it is, it but faintly portrays the gloom and sadness in the hearts
and homes of thousands. The numbers of the known poor are daily
increasing, the industrious artisan, the mechanie, and clerk swelling the
ranks. Itis to be feared that there are thousands more, whose distress
and poverty will never be known this side of the grave.

Bad as this is, it seems but the outward and visible sign of a denser
fog in the mental and spiritual atmosphere. The fog of materialism is
made deeper still by the mists of sectarianism hanging over the minds
of men, benumbing the intellect, distorting the vision, and starving
the spirit. L

The wonder is, not that there is so little known of Spiritualism, but
that there is so much known. Robert Owen, the socialist, George
Combe, the phrenologist, Professor Gregory, late of the University of
Edinburgh, and J. W. Jackson, the mesmerist, however diversified
their views, have each unconsciously aided to prepare the way for the
advent of modern Spiritualism here.

It is but a short step from the broad humanitarianism of Owen to the
ethics and moral philosophy of Spiritualism ; from the facts of
mesmerism to the phenomena of Spiritualism. Other workers have
laboured in the field ; the hardy soil of this northern clime is slowly
but surely being prepared; and Spiritualism will take root, like heather
on the adjacent mountains, a plant of sturdy if stunted growth—
healthy, bardy, if not beautiful in the gaze of the canny Scot.

Mr. J. J. Morse has just completed his yearly engagement with the
Glasgow Spiritualists’ Association. IHis lectures on S\}nday, the 7th,
and Monday, the 8th inst., were well received, presenting, as they did,
rocks of facts, as well ag flowers of eloquence.

On Friday evening, the 12th inst., a sotrée was held in the Glasgow
Spiritualists’ Association Rooms, in honour of Mr. Morse. After tea
Mr. Robertson, the secretary, who occupied the chair, paid a graceful
tribute to Mr. Morse and his guides for the manner in which they had
laboared for the cause in Glasgow, in the face of the most dishearten-
ing opposition, during the last five years. But the gathering there that
evening was an evidence that their (Mr, Morse and his guides) labours
had not been in vain, An excellent programme of songs and recitations
was admirably rendered by friends and members of the Association,
The most pleasing event of the evening was when the chairman, on
behalf of the members of the Association, presented to Mr. Morse a
handsome gold locket, with a suitable device on it, as a token of appre-
ciation of his work and conduct by those members of the Association
in whose name it was presented. Mr. Morse (to whom the presentation
was a surprise) was much affected ; he made a feeling reply to the
observations of the chairman, Then two of his controls made some
well-chosen remarks. A few short complimentary speeches were made
by Messrs. Robertson, Campbell, Birrell, and myse!f, and the happy
evening’s reunion was terminated by the company singing * Auld Lang
Syne.”

yI lectured in the rooms on the 14th inst.—subject, “Is Man Im-
morial ?”’ and made an attempt to answer the question in the affirma-
tive, sustaining my arguments from facts culled from the realms of
physiology, pathology, natural and tartificial sommnabulism, dreams,
death-bed scenmes and kindred material. Mr. Walker, the venerable
vice-president of the Association, will read a paper on * Man’s
Responsibilities ”’ next Sunday. J. Coarss,

SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION.

Sir,—I hope you will grant me space to make a few remarks on a
subject suggested by Mr. Stainton Moses’ magnificent paper on the
“Intelligent Operator,” read by him at the last fortnightly meeting at
Great Russell-street. 1 did not venture to speak on that occasion,
partly because of the length of the proceedings and the number of other
speakers; partly because I was reluctant to say a word of dispraise, or
to strile one discordantnote at that happy meeting ; and, lastly, becanse
the subject I am about to touch upon is of too vast an extent to be
compressed into a couple of guestions, or disposed of in a few cursory
remarks.

Both Mr. Moses and Professor Cassal alluded to the *‘universal
instinet ” which, apart from all external manifestation, furnishes good
& priori grounds for belief in a future life, to my mind the best *“ proof
presumptive ”’ of man’s immortality. But then Mr. Moses went on to
say that this belief in immortality constituted the ¢ sole code of personal
religion.” It is to this astonishing statement that I intend to demur.
Indeed, I am not sure that Mr. Stainton Moses has not hereby furnished
the key to the puzzling question, ‘“ How iy it that Spiritualism, with
all its pretensions and with all its proofs, does not take the place of
religi(’)’n, does not supply any real spiritual food to the hungry and thirsty
soul?

Question after question rises in my mind the longer I contemplate.
Is the ‘“sole code of personal religion” a belief in immortality, as
demonstrated by Spiritualism ? Will it save a man’s soul to know that
he lives for ever? Or does not religion rather consist in this—that
man, knowing himself to be immortal, seeks the means whereby he shall
purify his soul, and render himself worthy of that higher life to which
he aspires ? The burning questions in Spiritualism are not—Shall I
renew my earthly affections, however sweet and holy, in that farther
life ? not, Shall I know my long-lost brother, the companion of my early
years, the sharer of never-to-be-forgotten influences P but—Will it teach
me anything new of the relations of my soul to God ? what has it to
tell about tlie doctrines of sin and forgiveness, and many other impor-

tant and vital points in man’s spiritual history and development ? So
far from Spiritualism inciting men to a higher self-sacrifice, to greater
self-abnegation, to a more complete possession of their souls in awe and
patience, to a more perfoct detachment from the things of sense and of
matter, I see Spiritualists who believe (oh, yes! thoroughly believe) in
their soul’s immortality act as though both this life and the next were
one greattea-garden or happy hunting-ground, in which they can disport
themselves endlessly, and at will, instead of a stern training school for
better states of existence. They say that God is not a hard tagkmaster,
and that He wishes us to be happy, forgetting that the greatest Spirit-
ualist who ever walked the earth has taught that ¢ strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life.” They think that im-
mortality is theirs by right, not that it has to be won by hard fighting
with the powers of this world; forgetting that spirituality, not Spirit-
ualism, is the end and aim of our striving. Does any one tell me that
progress is the law of life? I say, that life has another law, and that
law is death. To pass from death unto life, by which I mean from
gpiritual deadness to spiritual awakening and growth, is what we seek
and wrestle for. And how is this to be furthered ? How is our spiritual
life to be sustained, if not by worship, by contemplation of the Infinite,
by communion and union with God, in the person of His Divine and
Fternal Son? Instead of this, we see the majority of Spiritualists for-
saking worship for “ wonder-hunting ” at séances, for trance addresses,
spirit-teachings, and communications.

Some will answer—¢If Spiritualism is not a religion, it is nothing.”
I think its mission is best described in the words of Mr. Stainton
Moses himself, that it iz a ¢fsledge-hammer for breaking the skullg
of materialistic sceptics;” also, it is an aid to religion in enabling
us to understand conditions and doctrines of which it gives a reflec-
tion ; its progressive spirit spheres have an analogy with purgatorial
states, its intercourse with spirits with the Church’s communion of
saints ; its trance conditions prefigure religious ecstasy and ingpiration ;
it shows to our sight a portion of that which we must still for the greater
part hold by what theologians term faith. More than this experience
has taught me not to expect from Spiritualism; and so far from en-
couraging all persons to form spirit-circles in their own homes, I would
rather, ag I have often said before, see the subject confined to a few
qualified  individuals, “pure in heart and sound in head,” who should
“ report progress,” and give to the world whatever may appear to them
to be for its benefit.

If Spiritualism is teaching us to put spirits in the place of God; if it
is to abrogate the rule of Christ and His Apostles, that we must over-
come the world, and the flesh, and whatever else to us and in us ig
Satanie, then it is failing of its mission, it is a false prophet, a thing to
be cast out and trodden under foot. Let us take heed to our ways, that
we be not found fighting on the wrong side, and encouraging that very
gtate of mind in ourselves which we profess to combat in others.

The whole tone of Mr. Moses’ paper is so admirable, that I am
grieved to have to appear in the character of a dissentient to anything
therein contained, or which he may have spoken. But the words which
I have taken as my text are, to my mind, fraught with issues so tre-
mendous, that I should deem mysgelf unfaithful if I did not raise my
voice againgt them, even though it be the solitary voice of (ags Mrs.
Hollock has said) * one erying in the wilderness.”

: Emvy Kisrinesuny.

Price Five Shillings. Post freo. Cloth. Richly gils,
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Conlains, among various standard specimens of tho work of some of the bost
minds in Spiritualism, a portion of the continuation of
THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD,
Purporting to have been given by the spirit of Charles Dickens through a
writing medium ; the selections display the humour and genius of Dickens,
The book also containa some
SPIRIT TEACHINGS,
Given through the mediumship of ¢ M. A. (Oxon).”
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Liondon,

Price 8s. 6d. Post Free. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 407 pp.
STUDIEN UBER DIE GEISTERWELT,
By the Baronuss Apzrma voN Vay (Countmss WURMBRAND).

Also, by the same Authoress, price 2s. 6d., post froe (Illustrated with diagrams),
GEIST, KRAFT, STOFF.
T'he Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London.

Price Five Shillings. Post Freo. Cloth. - Crown 8vo.
ANIMAL MAGNETISM AND SOMNAMBULISM.
By Epwix Lze, M.D,,

Corresponding membor of the Medical Academics of Paris, Berlin, Municb,
Brussels, Madrid, Turin, and Florenco. Author of the Prize Essay on
““Mesmorism and Therapentics,” awarded by the Milan Socicty for the
Promotion of Science, Arts, and Lietters.

T'he Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London.

Price Two Shillings, Post Froe. Cloth, Rod Edges,
SPIRITUALISM.
By P. P. Arexavprr, M.A.;
Author of MMill and Carlyle, Moral Causation, cte.

This work contains among othor items of interest a record of pnenomena
obgerved at séunces by the author, and a closc criticism of somo of the writ-
ings of Professor Tyndall about Spiritualism.

% Mr, Alexander is unquestionably a very clever \\'1-it',er.”-—-,8atm-day Review.

The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London.
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,

Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit-
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spirdtualist News-
paper Branch Office, 88, Great Russell-street, Bloomshury,
London, W.C,

[For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit-
ualists, but the Assoclatlon and The Spiritualist Newspaper and
pg}ll)lishing business are not in any way connected with each
other.]

RKRESEARCHES IN THEPHENOMENA OF SPIRIT-
UALISM, by Willlam Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever
ublished to selentifically demonstrate the reality of some of

tlie physical phenomena of Spiritualism,

MIRACLES AND MQDERN SPIRITUALISM, by
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.8. This book contains 3 masterly
argnment in reply to Hume's “ Kssay on Miracles.” 1t also
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations,
;Imd contains sowe of tho personal experiences of Mr. Wal-
ace.

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey.
A brilliant wcll written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly
bound, with gilt edges, 2s.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In
this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
Dy vision events connected with the early lustory of geological
speciinens - these sensitives thus saw the Mastadon and other

extinet animals as if living and moving before them; they like-
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals jwere
surrounded.  The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine
})ortions of different planets, and they gave deseriptions of the
nhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The
hook is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
acnsitives as tlie visions passed before their eyes, The substance
of a review of this book in * The Spiritualist” was to the effect
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also
possesses sulficient intelligeuce to select clairvoyants who would
not cheat him. The question as to the rcliability of the naxratives
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability
of clairvoyance, whicl, when employed to gain information about
distant placcs on earth, has been found somctimes to give ae-
curate resnlts and sometimes inaceurate results. Tle review
urther cxpresses the oplnion_that if ever interplanetary com-
muwmcation should be established, it will be bf means of elair-
voyance or some otlier of the latent and little understood
spllrituzml powers in man. Three Vols, 2ds.: or 8s. per single
volume,

WORLS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,
The ** Poughkeepsie Seer.”

Nature’s Divine Revelations ., . . .
The Physielau. Vol L. Gt Harnnouia . .
The Teaclier, . IL ” . .
Tlhe Seer. » LLLL '

The Reformer, ., I\;. [N .

The Thinker. W V. . . .
Magic Staft. _An Autobiography ot A. J, Davls .
Arabula, or Divine Guest ™ . N
Approacling Crisis ; or, Truth v. Theology. .
‘Answers to Ever-recurring Questions from the People
Cliildren's Progressive Lyceum Manual . .
Death and the After-Life . - .
Tistory and Philosophy of Evil . .
Harbinger of Health , . . .
Harmonial Man: or, Thoughts for the Age
Events in the Life of a Seer, (Memoranda.)
Philosophy of Special Providence .
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion .
Pcnetralia; Containing Harmonial Answers
Philosoplty of Spiritual Intercourse 5
The Inner Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained
'The Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves
The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings
Tale of a Physician ; or, Seeds and Fruits of Crime
The Diakka and their Eartlily Vietims .
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Conjugal Love; Truth v, fheology . . .
BMoruing Lectures .« . . . . .
MISCELLANEQUS BOOKS

Orlental Religrons {(Jolmgon) . . . . ]
Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-writfen little book,
recommended by THE SPIRITUALIST Newspaper . .2
Keys of the Creeds . . . . . .
The Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A book containing fu
teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism 14
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{Tistory of Americau Socialisms (Noyes) . . . J18 0
The Romantic istory of Buddlia (Beal) . . . .12 ¢
Catena of Buddlist Scriptures (Beal) . . . L1500
Threading my,\Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen. 7 6
The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zulus,

by the Rev Lenry Callaway, M.D. Insix parts .18 0
The ]Zife and Teachings of Confucius. 'l‘mns.atetf into English,

with Preliminary Essays aud Explanatory Notes, by James

Legge, D.D. . . . . . .
Myths and Myth-makers. Old Talcs and Superstitions inter
preted by Comparative Mythology, by J o[)m Fiske, M.A. , 10
Awas-I-Ilind;; or. A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indiax Officer 5
The Lifo and Works of Mencius, Translated iuto Inglisu
from the Chinese Classics, by Jamnes Legge, D.D., LL.D.
On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Ex-
blanation  of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism,
! \}:(ﬁ).ués,.’f.mn%e Stqmﬁmbﬁ}lsm, Vit;l}}?hotogn(t]phy. Faith
ill, Origin of Life, Angestliesia, and Nervous Cougestion
bﬁ Robert 11. Collyer, M.D. . ue .
The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spirltuallsm, by John P. Brown,
Secretary of the Legation of the Uuiled States of Ameriea
at Constantinople . et . . R .
Mrythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North
Germany aund the Netherlauds, by Benjamin Thorpe. In
three vols. . . . . . K .18
The Koran; commonly called the Alcoran of Maliomnied.
Translated into Bnglish imwediately from the originit

Arabic, by George Sale . 0 ¢
NEATLY DPRINTED LLAFLETS

Contgining instruetions
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT IIOMHE,
With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium present, may be
oblained at The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, prize
800 for Sixpence, post firee, or 500 for Ninepence, post free.
These leatlets are specially suitsble
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIO MEETINGS,
And in localities where mediums and spirit circles are not
The Spirituatist says:—“ Contention sbout Spixitual
e Spiritual ya— ntention abou iritusli
mediums should be avoided, and action substibgted. &'.Il‘shlg :;ﬁ
strength of Spiritualism lies far more In its faets than in
clamouring about them ; the facts, therefore, should be multi-
plicd by the wholesale dissemination of printed information
how to form eircles in the homes of private families. A pro
portion of those who receive the information will try expert-
ments, and those who obtain the phenomens in their own
homes will at once irrevoeably recognise as impostors or dis-
reputably unsn.fe. guides, those newspapers aud individusls
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If every
Spiritualist makes it binding upon himself to ‘drop about’ or
dlstribute five hundred of the leaflets, contalning instructions
how to form spirlt eireles at home, the whole nation will be
deluged with useful information, and sueh a8 number of
medinms will spring up in private familios, as to rapidiy in-
crease the knowledge of truths calculated to benoflt in the
highest degroe this materialistic, consequently irreligious age,’
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SPIRIT PEOPLE.

4 scientifieally accurate description of Manifestation
recently produced by Spirits, and

SIMULTANEQUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER
ODBSERVERS IN LONDON.

By WILLIAM H. HARRISON.
Limp Cloth, red cdges. Price 1s.; post free 1z, 1d.
88, Great Russell Strect, London, W.C.

Or of Mrssns. CoLsy AND Rich, 9, Montgomery-street,
Boston, U.S,

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. .

‘“As o dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have
investigated the subject without pre-conceived ideas, aud the
result of his examination has been to identify his opinions with
those of Messrs, Varley, Crookkes and Wallace, in favour not
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of
the genuineness of the communications alleged to bo
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed
question of & priors objeetions to Mr. Harrison’s opinions we
shall not now enter. 'We will only say that his descriptions of
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientifie spirit, that
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the
book (whieh is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is
rigorously logleal."—Public Opinion.

“ At the eutset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any
intention of proselytising or foreing his opinion down mnon-
Spiritualistie throats, and it is only fair to admit that the
succeeding pages are remarkably fres from srgument and
deduetion, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb-
founding nature.”—London Figaro.

« Although the suthor has taken some trouble to prove that
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more
sttention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so
far from being impressed by the evidenee he has brought for
ward, that we acquit the spirlts of mortals of performing any
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited.”—
Morning Advertiser.

“The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which
Mr. Harrison scems to have approsched the question, emi-
nently fitted him to test the authentieity and the value of the
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and aftor a careful
perusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to
his views. He states oceurrenees and eveuts, or what he be-
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably elear and narrative
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The
mode in whieh Mr. Harrison has discharged his task is praise-
worthy ; but what of the task itself? To those who are un-
aequainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so-
called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the
spirit world, which are the ordinary econcomitants of the
system, the revelations contained in Spirdt People will appear

startling and antecedently impossible.”—South Wales Daily’

News
Limp eloth, red edges. Price 1s. 1d., post free.
Loudon, W.C. Spiritualigt Newspaper Branch Office.

Tost Free. DPrice Five Shillings Cloth.
(With a Frontispiece.)
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in lialf calf, red edges. They contain records relating to Spiritualism
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¢RIFTS IN THE VEIL.”

A colleetion of choiee poems and prose essays given througl
mediumship, also of articles and poems written by Spiritualists,
A useful book to place in public ltbraries, and to present or send
to those who are unacquainted with Spiritualistn, 1t contains
muell about the religious aspccts of Spivitualism (given through
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most refined and elegant works ever printed in eonnection with

the movement.
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IN thirty years Spirltualism has, spread through all the
most civilised countries on the globe, until it now has tens of
thousands of adhercnts, and about thirty perjodicals. It has
also outlived the same popular abuse which at the outset
opposed Tailways, gas, and Galileo’s discovery of the rotation
of the carth.

The Dialectical Society, under the presidency of Sir John
Lubbock, appointed a large committes, which for two years
investigated the phenomena oceurring in the presence of non-
professional mediums, and finally reported that the facts were
true, that the raps and other noises governed by intelligence
were real, and that solid objects sometimes moved in the pre-
gence of medinms without heihg touched.

Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S., editor of the Quarterly Journal
of Science, deviser of:the:radiometer, and discoverer of the
new metal thallium, investigated the phenomena of Spirit.
ualism in his own house, ‘and reported them to be true, Mr,
A. R. Wallace, Mr,Cromwell Varley, Prof. Zollner, and & great
aumber of intelligent professional men have done thie same,

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,

Inguirers into the. phenomena. of Spiritualism should begin
by forming circles in their own homes, with no'Spiritualist or
stranger to the family present., i :

The assertions of a few newspapers, conjurers, and men
of scienco that the alleged phenomensa are jugglery are
proved to be untrue by the fact .that manifestations are
readily obtained by private families, with no stranger
present, and without deception by any member of the family,
‘At the present time there are only about half-a-dozen pro-
fessional mediums for the physical phenomena in all Great
Britain, consequently, if these were 21l tricksters (which they
are not), they are so few in humber as to be unable to bear

. out the imposture theory as the foundation of the great move-
ment of modern Spiritualism. Readers should protect them-
gelves against any impostors who may tell them that the
phenomena are not real, by trying simple home experiments
whieh-cost nothing, thus showing how egregiously those are
duped who trust in worthless authorities.

One or more persons possessing nredial powers without
knowing it-are to be found in nearly everyhousehold, and
about one new.-circle in three, formed according to the follow-
ing instructions, obtains the phenomena :— )

1. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no in-
terruption for one hour during the sitfing of the circle,

9. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six' individuals,
about the same number of each sex, Sit in subdued light,
but sufficient to allow everything to be seon clearly, round an
uncoversd wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in
contact with its top surface. Whether the hands touch each
other or not is of little importance. Any table will do.

3. Belict or unbelief has no infinence on the manifestations,
but an acrid feeling against them is wealening,

4, Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engagein
genersl conversation or in singing, and it is best that neither’
should be of a frivolous nature.

5. The.first symptom of the invisible power at work is often
8 feeling likke a cool wind sweeping overthe hands, The first
indications will probably be table tiltings or raps,

6. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely,
to avoid confusion let one person only speal; he should talk
to the table as to an intelligent being, Lethim tell flie table
that three tilts or raps mean * Yes,” one means £ No,” and
two mean ¢*Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is
wnderstood, If three raps be given in answer, then say, ¢ If
T speak the letiers of the alphabet slowly, will you signal
every time{ come. li the letter you want, and spell us out a
message?” Shevld three signals be given, set to work on the
plan proposed, and from this time an inteiligeat system of
communication i¢ established. - ’

%, Possibly symptoms .of other forms of mediuraship, such
ag trance or clairvoyance, may develop; the ketter class of
weézesges, as judged by their religious and philosophical

merits, usutily accompany such inanifestations rather than
the more objective phenomena, After the manifestations are
obtained, the observers should not go to the other extreme
aad give way to an excess of credulity, but should believe no
more about them or the contents of messoges than they are
forced to do by undeniable proof.

8. Bhould no results be obtained at the first two sdances
because no medium chances to he present, try again with

[N

* a gentleman’ who visited

-‘considerable facility of versification, and deals, in

other sitters, A medium is usually an impulsive individual,
7ery sensiiive t0o mesmoric influences,
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VTHE LAZY LAYS
-~ Y. AND PROSE.IMAGININGS
BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON,

An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book_of Pécti’c(;':l and Prose
. Writings, Grave and Gay. .
The gilt device on the cover designed by Florence Olaxton and the
Author. . )
' CONTENTS.
Part 1.—Miscellaneous Poems and Prose Writings.

1, The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the Newspa{)er
Editor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4. The Castle.—5. The
Lay of the Iat Man.—6. The Poetry of Science.—7. Ilow Hadji
Al"Shacabac was Photographed. (A letter from Hadji Al Shacabac,
X [ ) ondon  on_business connected with a
Turkish Loan;.to“Ali- Mustapha Ben Buckram, Chief of the Col-
lege of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople.)—8. The Lay of the
Broad-Brimmed Hat.—9. St. Brides Bay.—10. The Lay of the
Market .Gardener.—11, “Fast Falls the Eventide.”—12 Our Raven.
=-18- Materialistic. Religion.—13. The Lay of the Fhotographer.—
14¢How to Double: the Utility of the Printing Press.—15. The
Song of the Motherin-Law.—186, Wirbel-bewegung.—17. * Poor Old
Jog 1218, The Human Hive.—19. The Lay of the Mace-Bearers —
20.°A Love Song.—21. A Vision.—22, * Under the Limes.”—23. The
Angel-of-Silence. > E
ART 2.—The Wobblejaw Bailads, by Anthony Wobbleaws,'

24, The Public, Analyst.—25. General Grant’s Reception at Folke-
stone,—26. The "Rifle - Corps.—27, Tony’s Lament,—23. The July
Bug.~29. The Converted Carman.

. OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
From The Morning Post.

The Morning Post, which strongly rccommends the book in a
review nearly a.column long, says:~*Comlic literature which
honestly deserves the epithet seems to be rapidly becoming a
thing of the past; consequently any writer who, like Mr. Harrison,
exhibits a genuine vein of humout, deserves the praise of all.who
are not too stupid to cnjoy an innocent langh. Not that his muse

restricts herself ‘only to such lighter utterances ; on the codtrary,-

some of his poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feéelings
of our common humanity. . . . 'Che unfortunate Hadji's narrative
of his adyentures amongst the inagicians of Whitechapel is quite
‘ong of;the funniest things that las been published for years....
The . boeok containg quite enough to ensure -it a welcome from
which its tasteful appearance will not detract.” The Morning
Post says of The Wobblejaw Bullads :—* No one can help laughing
atthem,” and it says that the rhymes are pitched in ¢ something
like the same key " as Zhe Aon Gauliter Ballads or The Biglow
Papers, “with an appreciably successful result.”

- _From Zhe Court Journal.
“4¢ All are of marked ability. ... Occasionally we_find verse of

- grtg,at; beauty, showing that tho author possesses tlie pure poetic
gift. O . .

s From The Graphic. : E

“ Those who, can a.jppreciate‘ genuine, unforeed humour should
not fail to read The Lazy Lays and Prose Imagmings. Written,
printed, published and reviewed by William H:Harrison (88; Great
Russell-strect). Both the verses and the short essays are realty
funny, and in some of the latler there is a vein of genial satire
which adds piquaney to the fun. Z%he ZLay ofthe .Z\’ewsg[aper Editor
is capital, if rather severe, and so is The Lay of the Mdacebearers ;
but one of the mostlaughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he
went to be phetographed.”

From Pubpic Opinaon,

* A volume of remarkably good verse. .. . Some of the metrical

legends remind us of the wild chants that used to besung at the

+ meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or fiftcen years ago. M.
¢ Harrison, however,- knows wlere to-plant his- fun, and an accu-

rate scientific ming like his can make jokes with success., .. To
all who wish to read a pleasant volume magnificently got up as a
gift-book, we commend Z%e Lazy Lays.”

From The Bookseller,

“An odd but most entertaining asgortment of quaint and
humorous fancies, some in verse and others in prose, and all
written with.'a fluent and not ungraccful pen. = The vein of
humour which permeates them is genuine, rich, and original, and
not at all ill-natured.”

: From Naiure.
¢« Selentific.men and matters are in one or two ¢aseg alluded to,
and the imprint bears that the work is published *A.Dp. 1877
{popular chronology) ; A.M. 5877 (Torquemada) ; A.M. 50,800,077
(%luxley).’ We believe that our readers may derive a little
amuscment from a perusal of the volume.”
From The British Journal of Photography.

¢ The Lazy Lays include many admirable pieces, some of which
arcin verse and others in prose, some scientific, others social, but
all of them excellent. . , ., The Lazy Lays will make excellent and
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour. ... They con~
tain nothing unrecfined or in bad taste.”

Erom The Dublin University Magazinea

*«How Hadji Al Shacabae, an amiable Turlk, was photographed,

is well done. . . . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design,”
) From The Photographic News.

¢ Mr, W.H. Harrison, & gentleman whose name is familiar in
counection with photographic and other scientific literature, has
1 1 1 pleasant and
humorous mood, with many scientific follies which are better
laughed down than gravely disputed.”

o From The Scotsman.

“In Mr., W. H. Harrison’s Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings
thereis a good deal of broad humour and saliric power, with a due
toundation of solid sense.” .

From The Bradford Daily Chyronicle,

¢ Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. Harrison has produced
a most welcome book,..¢ How Hadji al Shacabac was Photo-
graphed,” will be sure to make every recader roar with laughter.”

From The Dundee Daily Advertiser.

“ With such a free and easy author it is naturally to be expected
that his subjects should bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn-
erasy, and indeed they are as free and easy as himself. . . . ‘The
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing,
««. The work is very elaborately bound in clotl” and gilt. ... A
gorgeous design upon the cover. ... If our readers wish to cn-
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very
clever and versatile memaber of the order.”

A

From The Laverpool Daily Courter.

“Tn his handsomely bound and grifin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr.
William H. Harrison provides a gift-book clegant in its appear-
ance and entertaining in its contents. . .. The author is imbued
with the true spirit of humour, and amuses all wlile offending

none,”
From The Westérn Daily Press (Bristol).
¢ A volume from the versatile pen of Mr.- W. H. Harrison, &

- well-known contributor to the London and provinéial press, and

editor of Z%he Spiritualist. . .. Many of the: humorous poems re-
mind us of the Ingoldsby Legends. 7he Layz/ of the Photographer
The Lay of. the Macebegrers, and some of Zhe Wobblejaw Ballads
would not have heen unworthy of Barham himself Some of the
shorter poems are exquisite, and ihere pervade the whole a reli-
glous sentiment and poetic fecling which will make them accept-
able to most readers.” . .

From the daily Northern Wing (Belfast),

“The finest thing in the book iy ¢ How Hadji Al Shacabac was
Photographed.” Tt is anadmirable addition to our not too cx-
tensive comie literature. The story is ohe of which extracts
would not give an adequate idea; it is intensély humorous.. .,

Those who wish to obtain a handsome §lff-b00k of an amusing

ey Lays”

nature, will find what they want in Zhe

From The Bristol Daily Post, .
A curious collection of verses and prose essays of unequal
merit. . .. The serioug and sentimental verses belong to the type
of Mrs. Ilemans’s or L. . L.’s productions.”
From The Kensingion News.

It is ¢ after the manner of Barham, Hood, Mark Twain, or any
of those merry souls who do quite as much good in their day and
generation as theawthors of the most serious works. 7%heé Lays
arc always original, sometimes serious, generally comie, but

never vulgar,”
From The Malvern News.

“Tt is in itself a work of itsclf—original, and a cast of its
author's mind. It is & work of great power and beauty; full of
lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in
tenderncss and pathog ; sparkling with wit and humour ; and one
that may be read many times over,,.The get-up of the book. is

very handsome,”
From The Folkestone News.

¢“A number of clever sketches and poems, among the latter
being a series of papers entltled The Wobblejaw Ballads, which
appeared in’ the columns of this paper a short time ago,
and which created such a furore at the time.” f[NB An
irate member of the Town Council oficially called the atiention o,
the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone to the burlesques in the
« Wobblejaw Ballads,” but the members assembled laughed at the
matter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that ke
did not mind them.] ... 1t contains some very choice poems
and prose cssays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an original
design of no ordinary merit on the cover.”

Obtainable, price 7s. 6d., post free, at the Branch Office of the
Bpiritualist Newspaper, London, W.C.
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