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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER, 1878.
Monday, 20d.—D1scUSSION MEETING. Captain Burtou,
F.R.G.S., on * Spiritnalism in Eastern
Lands.”
Friday, 6th.—~General Purposes Committee, at 5.45 p.m.
Experimental Research Committee, at
6,30 p.m. .
Tuesday, 10th.—~Finanee Committee Meeting, at 6 p.m.
2 . COUNGIL MREETING, at 6.80 p.m.
Friday, 13th.—Experimental Research Committee, at 6.30
1,
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NMonday, 168th.—DIScUsSION MEETING. Mr. Stainton Moses,
M.A., on “The Intelligent Operator at
the Other End of the Line.”
Wednesday, 18th.—House and Offices Committee, at 5§ p.m.
5 s Soirée Committee, at 5.80 p.m.
Friday, 20th~—Library Committee, at 5.30 p.m.
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CHRISTMAS CLOSING,
The Offices of the Association will be closed from Monday
evening, 25rd, and reopened on Monday, 80th,

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

OFFICES—6, LOUGHBOROUGH-ROAD-NORTH, BRIXTON,

» 1
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For information as to rules of membership, &e., &e¢., apply
to— H, E. FRANCES, HoN. SEC.
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5s, each. Address C. Carter Blake, care of 33, Great Russell-
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ANGHAM HALL, 43, GREAT PORT-
LAND-STREET, W.
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Critchett, Mr. W. Gregory. Violiu: Signor Scuderi. Con-
duetors: Signor Buecalossi, Signor Corani,
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Doors open st 7.30, to commence at 8 precisely. Sofa Stalls,
10s. fd. ; Stalls, 5s. ; Unroserved Seats, 3s. ; Baleony, 2s.

Tickets may be obtained at the Hall and at Mrg. MALTBY'S,
61, Gower-strect, W.C.

ADBROKE HALL, LADBROKE
d GROVE ROAD, NOTTING HILL, W. (Not Notting
Hill Gate).

A SERIES OF SUNDAY SERVICES for the dissemination
of the Gospel of Spiritual Truth are in course of delivery in
the above Hall, by W, 1. LAMBELLE, who will deliver a
course of addresses on the * ORIGIN OF RELIGIOUS RI1TES
AND CEREMONIES.”

Doors open at 6.30 and closed at 7 promptly, to prevent
interruption during the progress of the Services.

R. and MISS DIETZ, having concluded

their series of recitations at Langham Hall (“One of

the most successful series ever known in Londou™), are now
making Engagements for the Provinces, and will visit—Coal-
brookdals, October 29; Glasgow (City Hall), November 2;
Deal, November 19; Maidstone, November 20; Perry Barr,
December 3; New Swindon, January 8, 1879, Favourable
terms arranged with Ingtitutes or with Progressive Societies,
en route.

For particulars address Mr, Frank Dietz, 54, Denbigh-street,
London, S°W,

Mr, Dietz is open to deliver an original lecture on
“ American Tumour,” illnstrated by characteristic renderings
of the examples selected from different authors.
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29 and 30, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane.

DEPOSITS received at INTEREST for statod periods or re-

payable on demand. Current Accounts opened with persons

properly introduced, and Interest allowed on the minimum

monthly balances. No charge made for leeping accounts.
Letters of Credit and Oircular Notes issued.

The Bank undertakes the custody of Securities of Customers,
and the Collection of Bills of Exchange, Dividends and
Coupons. Stoclts and Shares purchased and sold and
advances made thereon.

Office Hours from 10 till 4, excepting Saturdays, then irom
10 to 2, On Mondays the Bank is open until 9 p.m.

A Pamphlet with full particulars on application,

FRANCIS RAVEN é)OROFT, Managar,

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF
GREAT BRITAIN,
11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, London, W

PRESIDENT—MR, SERJEANT COX,

This Society was established in February, 1875, for the pro-
motion of psychological science in all its branches. 1ts objeed
is the investigation of the forees, organic and intelligent, that
move and direct the material mechanism of man. Communi-
cations as to alleged phonomena are invited by the Committea
of inquiry who hold investigation sittings without subsecribing
to or recoguising any particular theory or belief.

All particulars may be obtained on application to

FRANCIS E. MUNTON, Honorary Secretary.
‘Willesden, N.W,
ALLAN KARDEC (Blackwell's Translations).

THE SPIRITS' BOOK (1858). From the 120th thousand.
THE MEDIUMS' BOOK (1861). From the 85th thousand
HEAVEN AND HELL (1863). ¥rom the 60th thousand
Price 7s. 6. TRUBNER & C0., London.
BRITISH NATIONAT, ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.
FORTNIGHTLY DISCUSSION MEETINGS,
SESSION, I878-9.

Nov, 4—Mr. Bonwick, F.R.G.S., “ Soul Ideas amongst the
Ancient Egyptiansg.”
Nov. 18.—Mrs. Fitz-Gerald, “ Experiences in the Home Circle,
0. 1.7

Dec. 2.—Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.S., ‘ Spiritualism in
Fastern Tands.”

Dee. 16.—Mr, Stainton-Moses, M.A., “ The intelligent Operator
at the other end of the Line.”

Jan. 6.—Baroness von Vay, “ Vislons in Vesscls of Water.”

Jan, 20.—Mr. W, H, Harrison, ¢ Hauntings.”

Feb. 3.—Miss Kislingbury, “ Apparitions of the Living.”

Feb. 17.—Dr. Carter Blake, “ On the Nerve Ether.”

March 3.—Dr. Wyld, ¢ Christian Ocenltism.”

Mareh 17,.—Mrs, Ellis, “ Experiences in the Ilome Circle,

o

No. 2,

April 7.—Dr. Bloede, ** Psychometry.”

April 21,—Mr. C. C. Massey, “ On some of the less-known
Facts of Spiritualism.”

May 5.—Mr. D. Titz-Gerald, M.S.Tcl.E., “Recent Research in
the Phenomena of Spiritualism.”

May. 15.) Thesedays are purposely left free for the discussion

June 2. of any subjcets of importance that may arise.

June 16,—Mr. Stainton-Moses, M.A., ¢ Review of the Session.”

UNACY LAW REFORM ASSOCIATION,
64, Derners-street, London. Office Hours from 10 to 4,
and Tuesday Evening from 6 to 7. Closed on Saturdays.

I UNACY LAW AMENDMENT SOCIETY,
4, Wine Office-court, Flect-street. Office hours, daily

between 11 and 3 (Saturdays, 11 and 1). Secretary, James

Billington, who will receive all letters for Mrs, Weldon.

EAVES FROM MY LIFE. A narrative of
Personal Experiences, with some account of American
Spiritualism, as scen during a twelvemonth's visit to the
United States, Two Portraits. By J. J. MORSE. Price 2s.
From the Authov, at Elm Tree-terrace, Uttoxeter-road, Derby

MPOSSIBILITIES MADE PROBABLE.

Consisting of three propositions, viz.:-—1. Vitality makes

Matter. 2. Soul is Omnipotent. 8. A Persistent Life Natural
to Man. By J.}. London: Charles Watts, 84, Fleet-gtreet,
E.C. Pries 6d

JAMES MALTBY,

ARMY TAILOR AND ACCOUTREMENT MAKER
To HEn MAJESTY'S MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES
Everything of the best quality,

At special prices to Spiritnalists, to whom references can be
given.” 5 per cent for cash,

8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT'S PARK, LONDON, N.W.

EVERYBODY HIS OWN PRINTER.
THE ¢“MODEL” PRINTING PRESS
Is o self-inking one and can easily be worked by & child
of ten.
Its Simplicity is its recommendation.
You will ind it a great source of interest and recreatiom,
besides saving you time and money.
Press, including Type and all accessories, from £5.
C. G, SQUINTAN1 & Co.
SHOW R0038:—3, LUDGATE CIRCUS BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C,
Send for an illustrated pamphlet, “HOW TO PRINT,"
containing an abridged history of the art of printing, genoral
catalogue of printing materials, specimens of type, &ec, &e.
post free, seven stamps,

A LADY SPIRITUALIST would be happy to

meet with another to share her superior residence, and

join her in Spiritualistic investigations, 4., 2, Scarsdale

i
Villas, Kensington, 8., London,
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THE BRITIST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

OF SPIRITUALISTS.
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This organisation, comprising several hundred members,
has puhlic offlces, a reading-room and library, with & secretary
in attendance to receive visitors and answer inquiries. Seances
can be attended by reeommendation from a member, Terms,
for use of library and reading-room, one guinea per annura.

THE HOLBORN RESTAURANT,
218, HIGH HOLBORN.

One of the Sights and one of the Comforts of London.

Attractions of the Chief Parisian Establishments, with the
quiet and order esscntial to English Customs,

TOHE TRIUMPH OF LOVE,

A Mystical Poem, in Songs, Sonnets, and Verse, by
ELLA DIETZ.

“ Now will I go and walk the wide earth round.
And telt to every soul that I do meet,
The oniy way that true love may be found,
And how, when found, of all things good and sweebt
1t is most blest, most holy, most divine.” .
Cloth, small 8vo, prica 38, 6d. London, W.C, Spiritualist
Newspaper Branch Office,

‘WORKS BY THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS.
SERIOUS LETTERS TO SERIOUS FRIENDS,
Price 7s, 6d.

OLD TRUTHS IN A NEW LIGHT,
Price 15s.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C.

Trice &s. 6d.
Ingpirational Poetry.
FROM THE INNER LIFE.”
BY LIZZ1E DOTEN

With & Preface describing the spivitual state of trance
during which some of the poems were given.

“POEMS

CONTENTS.
Parr I,

I. The Prayer of the Sorrowing.—IL The Song of Truth.—III,
The Embarkation.—IV. Xepler’s Vision—V, Love and Latin.—
VL The Song of the North,—VIL, The Burial of Webster.—VIIL
The Parting of Sigurd and Gurda.—IX. The Meeting of Sigurd
and Gurda.

Parr IL

X. The Spirit Child.—XI, Reconciliation.—XII, Iope for fthe
Sorrowing.—XIII, Compensation.—XIV. The Kagle of ¥reedom,
—X V. Mistress Glenare.—X VL. Little Johnny.—XVIIL, “DBirdic's
Spirit Song.”—XVIIL, My Spirit Home,—XIX. “I stili Live ”—

Life.—XXI TLove—XXII. “For a’ that."—XXIII. Words
¢ Cheer.—XXIV. Resurrexi.—XXV. The Prophecy of Vala.
XXVI. The Kingdom.—XXVII. The Cradle or Coffin.—XXVIII.
The Streets of Baltimore.—XXIX, The Mysteries of Godiiness.
—XXX. Farewell to Earth:

Algo, by the same Authoress, a companion volume, price 58, 6d.

POEMS OF PROGRESS.
London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office,

HE BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest
journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the
world! Tssued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place, Boston,
Mags, Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B,
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, editor: aided by a
large corps of able writers. 7he Banner i8 a first-class, eight-
paged family paper, containing forty columme of interesting
and instructive resding, embracing a literary department,
reports of spiritual lectures, original essays—upon spiritual
philosophical and scientific subjects; editorial department;
gpirit-maessage department; contributions by the most talented
writers in the world, &c., &c. Terms of subseription, in
advance, 15s. per annum; Spirifualisti Newspaper Branch
Office, London, W.C.
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tained in Biighton of Messrs. Beal, East-street; Mr,
Elmer, St, Jameg's-street ; and Mr, Boughton, St. George’s-road.

MR. J. W. FLETCHER,
TEST MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT,
4, BLOOMSBURY PLAOCE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,
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Hours—Twelve till Five.

MR. F. OMERIN,

Having made many rapid and permanent cures of Gout,
Rhenmatism, and other palnful maladies, is prepared to visit
patients. Address,

‘ MR. OMERIN,
5, NORTHUMBERLANXD STREET, STRAND, LONDON.

MR. C, E. WILLIAMS,
61, LAMBE'S CONDUIT STREET, W.C.

At home daily from 12 till 5, On Monday, Thursday, and
Saturday evenings from 8§ o'clock for reception of friends,

Address as above,

R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL
TRANCE SPEAKER. For terms and dates address
—Elm Tree-terrace, Uttoxcter-road, Derby.
Agent for all kinds of Spirttual liierature.

"WDLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps.
I\ At home from 12 to 5 o'clock, 173, Rue St. Honoré,

Paris.

E W. WALLIS, Trance Medium, desirey
& cngagements to dellver public or private addrosses, in

London or the provinces, Address, 1, Englefield-road, Kings-

land, N.
\' ‘7‘ J. COLVILLE, Inspirational Lecturer,
@ Is open to Engagements to deliver Orations, &e., in
London or the Provinces (subjects may be chogen by the
audience, if desired)—Address, 429, Oxford-street, London, W

} I88 MANCELL, Spiritual Clairvoyant, 45

Jubilee-street, Commercial-road, London, E. De-
veloping Cirele every Friday evening, at eight o’clock. Volun-
tary contributions, Private séamces attended. Application
by letter in the first instance.

RS. WOODFORDE, Developing and Heal-

ing. Medical advice to ladies and children. Terms

modified to suit eireumstances. Days and hours of business—

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 1p,m
to § p.m, 90, Grreat Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.

HE CELEBRATED VOCALIST AND
ORATOR, MRS.M, G. PARKER, of Dublin, St. Cloud
Hotel, Broadway, and Forty-second-street, New York, will
accept engagements to lecture through the States and give
ml;?imll entertainments on her way to Texas.—Seo press
notices,

HARACTERS FAITHFULLY DELINT-

ATED from Hand-Writing, Photos, or Blank Paper

Magnetised by the Breath. Fee, 2s. 6d. Address, Miss Ross,
care of Mrs. Nichols, 32, Fopstone-road, Earl's-court, 8, W,

URATIVE MESMERISM.—PROFESSOR
ADOLPHE DIDIER, Consulting Mesmerist (33 year
established), attends Patients and may be consulted daily from
2 till 5 at his residence, 10, Berkolcy-gardens, Campden-hill,
Kensington. Select lectures and private lessons in the science
of Mesmerism are given by appointment.

MESMERIC HEALER.
BERS. ANNIE T.OOMIS, the American Mes-

L meric Healing Clairvoyante, examires and treats the
sick while in a mesmeric sleep.—No. 2, Vernon-place, Blooms-
bury-square, London, Hours 10 to 5.

R. HOWARD COTTON, Painting Me-

dium, desires employment for architectural or ether

drawings, Care of Pearce, stationer, Coleherne-terrace,
Redcliffe-square, Brompton,

ANNALI DELLO SPIRITISMO 1IN
ITALIA—RIvista Psicologica di Niceforo Filalete.
Published on the 15th of every month, at Turin, Tip,
Baglione, vié Bogino, No. 23.

EAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES

FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES
IN GLOKY. Given through the mediumship of ¥.J, Tugg-
BALD, Part 1, price 6d., paper cover, “ Heaven Opened,” being
more advanced spirit messages. Part 2, price 6d. paper
cover, “ ITeaven Opened.” The two parts bound in one volume,
Cloth 1s. ZThe Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offlce

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM.

By EUGENE CREOWELL, M.D,

One of the best books published in connection with Modern
Spirituslism for many years, and a standard work on the
subject. The author has studied the facts and phenomena for
a lengthened period, and deals in an intelligent manner with
the problems and difficulties presented.

In two vols, price 10s. 6d, each; postage 8d. per volume.

Tondon: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.
(VOLKESTONE. — Comfortable lodgings, on

moderate terms. References to Spiritualists can be
given, E, Newman, 11, St. Michael's-terrace, Folkestone,

RIGHTON.—MISS WOOD, 12, Lower
Rock Gurdens. Board or apartments. Terms on ap-
plication.

ARIS.—TO SPIRITUALISTS ig offered a

comfortable Social Home in & convenient part of the city,
by an English brother. The apartments can only accommodate
four persons. Terms, board and all included, £3 per week
each ; or, for two persons £2 10s. per week, if two oceupy one
room. Address, S.T., care of M, A.Mallet, 3, Rue de la Cos-
sonnerie, Paris.
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE ROYAL SOCIETY.

Mg. Wirniam Crookes, devisor of the radiometer and
discoverer of thallium, editor of the Quarterly Journal of
Science, and one of the certifiers of the reality of the
materialised spirit, Katie King, has just been elected to the

the Council of the Royal Society, which shows as much tolera-

tion on the part of the society towards the advocates of un-
popular truths as it exhibited when, under similar spiritual

conditions, it clected Mr. C. F. Varley as a member. This
action will stand in history as a mild set-off to its previous
rejection of the psychic memoir of Mr. Crookes, and to the
letters against the psychic phenomena of nature written by
its two secretaries. We mean the letter which Professor
Stokes, the discoverer of fluorescence, wrote about Spirit-
ualism at the British Association at Hdinburgh, and the two
letters which the other secretary, Professor Huxley, wrote to
the Dialectical Society. Nevertheless, the circumstance that
the Royal Society once acted towards spiritual phenomena,
just as it acted towards the phenomena described to it by
Franklin in his paper on Lightning Conductors, can never,
by subsequent action, be wiped out from the pages of history.
Perhaps the Royal Society trusted too much to its extra-
ordinary member, Dr. Carpenter,

The absence of prejudice displayed by the Society in the
election of Mr. Crookes is gratifying, so also is the circum-
stance that its president, Mr. Spottiswoode, is so- true a
philosopher that he may be depended upon not to commit
himself to utterances upon a subject he has not investigated.
Times have changed since the recent occasion when there
was such severe contention in the Royal Society about his
election as its treasurer.

These somewhat personal matters offer small opportunity
for philosophical ecriticism ; but while on the subject of the
Royal Society, we may ask why Professor Huxley, and all
the religious revolutionists connected with it, find it
impossible to begin work before a gorgeous mace is placed
lovingly on the table before the president by a suave
assistant secretary? They all laugh at a consecrated
wafer, but how about the use of the mace? Would they
reverence the National Association of Spiritualists, if
at the reading of Captain Burton’s paper next Monday,
nobody could say a word before the broom of Mrs. Allway,
the housekeeper, was laid on a velvet cushion across the
front of the table? Does Professor Huxley feel as un-
comfortable during the performance of this superstitious
mace rite as he did when travelling about surrounded by
lacqueys in the gilded coach of the Mayor of Liverpool?
When Mr. E. B. Tylor lectures again at the Royal Institu-
tion on the survival of savage superstitions in modern times,
let him say less about Spiritualistic séznces, and more about
the metallic mace of the Roval Society, which locks the
tongues of all the members of the Council, until the rays of
the visible part of the spectrum are reflected by the said
mace through the lenses of their eyes—a material operation
producing a psychic result, well worthy the investigation of
Mr. Serjeant Cox.

CaBINET SEaNcEs.—Genuine manifestations are given under such
suspicious conditions at cabinet séances, mixed perhaps in a very few
cases with actually fraudulent performances, that we have been writing
down this class of occurrences for half a year, and think that cabinet
séances should he published only when the tests have been severe, This
will not interfere with anything in private life. In America, during the
past four years, inconclusive cabinet séances have given ten or twelve
most violent public blows to the movement, far worse than any blows
given by its enemies. In England they have given butone, and should
give no more, Nearly, if not quite, all cabinet manifestations can be
obtained without a cabinet, while the hands of the medium are beld
by the sitters along side him in private houses.

PRINCE BISMARCK'S OPPOSITION TO MODERN
MATERIALISM.

BY CHRISTIAN REIMERS,

Ir is natural to ask, when we are puzzled with difficult
problems, what are the opinions of the foremost leaders of
the age? What is Bismarck’s opinion about the life here-
after? is a question which has no doubt sometimes been
silently put by investigators of spiritual phenomena after

. they have passed safely through the lowest phases of

seemingly absurd, repulsive, and even adulterated mani-
festations. Prince Bismarck is the centre of the present
development of history, and we anticipate instinctively that
from his high point of view he has a perception of theso
‘““signs,” and their meaning in the current of progress.
Curiously enough, he gives us an answer like those of the
reticent spirits 1n experimental séunces, that is, when he is
not asked, as the interesting new book by Dr. Busch, On
Bismarck, reveals.

The general cry of the people everywhere upon viewing
the alarming growth of materialism is ¢ Is there a God and
immortality 7”7  'Who will deny that a positive science-
proof answer involves the moral shaping of society?
although minds born with the genius of purity and
righteonsness seem to be independent of any creed or
religious system. Such persons strive for moral perfection
for the sake of its own inherent beauties ; hence the glorious
examples even of blameless atheists or infidels. But the
broad masses of the human races, led by the lower and
animal impulses, must be ruled by the doctrine imposed on
them.

The triumphs (?) of modern German science are the
destraction of religious faith, the dismissal of God, and the
annihilation of the soul with the decay of the body, This
fearful watchword, ¢ Aunihilation ! ”” thundering forth from
the throne of science has taken root all over the globe, as
utterances in every daily paper sadly reveal. Let us not be
misled by occasional well-filled churches. Go with the
worthy churchman into his smoking-room, and listen to his
schemes of bank-swindling and similar robberies in sweet
harmony with other  elders.” Let us turn our eyes from
the open market to domestic life, and see the effects of
ranning after fashion and the pleasures of the moment.
‘Where are the attractions of ““*Home, sweet home?”
Money-squandering wives cripple the successes of toiling
husbands, and the not unfrequent warning in daily papers,
T hereby make known that I am not responsible for the
debts of my wife,” may frighten many a new candidate for
matrimony,  Everywhere the brutal outbreaks of the
philosophy of chance stare us in the face, and this wide-
spread moral corruption is widening in hidden and even
respectable quarters.

If the line of our existence extends only between two
points, cradle and coffin, we must of course make the best of
that miserable span, and our worldly plans may be good
enough if the 1id of the coffin is to be the extinguisher of the
flame of life. So permeated is Fatherland with this view of
life that every confession of beliet in God and a hereafter is
branded as evidence of questionable sanity of mind, and the
hero of intellect, rising high above the level of common
understanding, is supposed to have stripped off the old-

- faghioned garment of faith in his ascent to that part of

truth which is revealed by the microscope, dissecting-knife,
and other sharp instruments.

Prince Bismarck was supposed to be likewise crowned
with the materialistic glory of modern science, but he has
just made a ‘“ clean breast” of his religious views, with his
proverbial sincerity and truthfulness. He says :—

¢ T cannot conceive how a man can live without a belief
in a revelation, in a God who orders all things for the best,
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in a Supreme Judge from whom there is no appeal, and in
a future life. If I were not a Christian, I should not remain
at my post for a single hour, If I did not rely on God
Almighty I should not put my trust in princes. I have
enough to live on, and am sufficiently genteel and dis-
tinguished without the Chancellor’s office.  Why should I
go on working indefatigably, incurring trouble and annoyance,
unless convinced that God had ordained me to fulfil these
duties? If T were not persuaded that this German nation
of ours, in the divinely appointed order of things, is destined
to be something great and good, I should throw off the
diplomatic profession the very moment. Orders and titles
to me have no attraction. The firmness I have shown in
combating all manner of absurdities for ten years past is
golely derived fromn faith, Take away my faith and you
destroy my patriotism. But for my strict and literal belief
in the truths of Christianity, but for my acceptance of the
miraculous groundwork of religion, you would not have
lived to see me the sort of Chancellor I am. Find me a
successor as firm a believer as myself, and I will resign at
once. But I live in a generation of pagans. I have no
desire to make proselytes, but am constrained to confess my
faith, If there is among us any self-denial and devotion to
king and country, it is a remnant of religious belief un-
consciously clinging to our people from the days of our
sires, For my own part, I prefer a rural life to any other.
Rob me of my faith that unites me to God, and I retura to
Varzin to devote myself industriously to the production of
rye and oats.”

Prince Bismarck’s personal views about Christianity are
still more accurately defined in a trait noticed in these
memoirs. When sent for in hot haste to receive the captive
Napoleon, at Sedan, sundry devotional books and tracts
were found scattered about his sleeping apartment. Among
them were the Tlgliche Losungen der DBridergemeinde fir
1870 ; the Tigliche Erquickung qliubiger Christen, &c.
These are peculiar books, edited by and for the Herrenhuter,
or Moravian congregations ; they are conceived in the
spirit of the doctrine of continunous inspiration ; they
admit daily miracles, and the immediate and momentary
interference of the Deity in our thoughts and acts. They
assert the divine influence of certain texts over certain
days of the year, and they carry mystic views so far as to
asgert that the guiding hand of Providence is found in the
verse the eye first lights upon on opening the Bible for
counsel. These books the prince habitually reads at night.
In keeping with this nightly study is Prince Bismarck’s
avowal of his ¢ observance ” of certain days. He objects to
sitting down thirteen to dinner, and he will conclude no
treaties on I'ridays, convinced that they will not prosper,

REL1610N versus MaTteriaLisy.—The men of science who treat as vain
superstitions the beliefs by which human beings hook themselves on to
a higher ideal of existence than the mere earthly and animal one are
sad fabulists too, with all their scepticism and in spite of their constant
demand for positive proofs, such as in the nature of things cannot be
arranged on trays or placed under microgcopes, when it is not admea-
surements of a butterfly’s feather or a gossamer thread that are under
discussion, but the correlation of mind and matter, and the complicated
ingpirations, intentions, desires, and intertwining consciousness of depths
above, below, and beyond the range of material knowledge, which form
the soul of humanity., These iconoclasts of science tell us that civilisa-
tion has been built up upon fables, and that man differs, not in kind, but
only in degree, from the beasts that perish. His very remote ancestor,
or prototype, is the Ascidian, and the monkey is his grandfather. But
whence came the Ascidian? Oh, the Ascidian developed from the same
vital germ as all other organic life, plants as well as animals of all
kinds! And whence the germ? Sir W. Thomson suggests that it wasg
brought on a meteorie stone from some other sphere. Professor Huxley
believes that there was a time when the earth itself produced protoplasm,
which was quickened by electricity, or other natural and spontaneous
combination of elements or forces. Well, well, when science will have
told all its fables, bridged all the chasms in the evidence by bold
assumptions, and produced a consistent creed, we suspect that, after all,
there will be as much demand for religious aspirations and consolations
‘ag ever by all the tribes and nations of the earth on whom the doom of
death, thraldom, or madness has not been pronounced. History does
prove, indeed, that the nations which depart from religious faith and
worship quickly perish, or are made hewers of wood and drawers of
water by those whose faith is living and strength-giving. But it also
teaches that as fast ag effete nations perish in their materialism, others,
animated by the same immortal hope which has differentiated man from
monkeys from the beginning, come in their place, and unfurl the ever
old, still ever-new, religious banner,— Glasgow Daily News,

THE TOWER OF TURVIL.

Mz. H, CHoiMONDELEY-PENNELL, some years ago, spent some fime
in investigating spiritual phenomena; he was also one of the guests at
the marriage of Mr. H. D. Jencken and Miss Kate Fox. His poetical
works have passed through several editions, The following fine poem is
quoted by permission from Mr, Pennell’s Modern DBabylon (John
Camden Hotten, London) :—

¢ High was the Tower of Turvil;

Turvil, that stood by the shore of the shadowless wave;
With the clouds of the West in the folds of its blazing banner,—
High was the Tower of Tarvil;

And Sir Geoffrey was glimmering into the valley of years,
‘With the grave-light strong in his eyes,

And a murmur at dusk thro’ the halls of his stately castle
That whispered ¢ Death,’

Very safe was the whispering Tower of Turvil!
Massive the walls
As if to withstand the sweep of the deluge;

But their days, too, were numbered.

Already the dry rot was in their bones:

The dark floors had begun to sink t'wards their centres;
And at night—

‘When the bat flapt—

From the turret above dropped and crumbled the mortar,
With a quiet ominous rattle

Like gravel upon a coffin.

¢ And so Geofirey glimmered away into the valley of years;
And Harold hunted in the woods ;
And Alaric played with Effie and Ella in the tower,—
Fair Ella! whose step was as light as a cobweb: ., . .
And yet there was a Fiend in the family,
And nobody knew it.

¢ Young and lusty was Harold
As Sir Geoffrey was failing and old ;
Ella and Effie
The rose and the snowdrop for beauty,
And Alaric the sunshine of Turvil Tower,
But after the sunshine comes the shadow,
As surely as night follows morning,
And after Alarie
Ag he rush’d thro’ Turvil with his wild bright laugh,
Went a shadow—and a footstep—
And the shadow was the shadow of death.

“ On thro’ the halls went Alaric ;
On thro’ the Tenantless Chamber,
Over the trembling rafters,
Up, high up, to the Windy Turret where the aneient of ravens
Had builded her nest in the ivy:
And after Alaric
The shadow, and the footstep with never an echo.

¢ The raven hath eggs !’ eried Alaric,
And fearlessly bent over the parapet . ., . .
Hush—who scream’d ? where is Alaric? , . . .,
Down, far down,
A speck on the sharp grey rocks;
A crimson speck at the foot of the Whispering Tower—
Hideously dead.
——Dead ? the false coping gave way—
No, stiff stands the wall like a rock;
Only the ivy is loosened and torn, ag if hands |
In despairing had grasped it;
And here and thero

Flutters an emerald strand in the sun.

Alaric was ever a cragsman,—
Ever his foot was at home on the dizzying turret,—
His eye was an eagle’s !
Alaric would never have fallen ?
From the battlement glideth a shadow,—
And a footstep—* * *
Surely there was a fiend in the family,
Tho’ nobody knew it.

 Heaven! how Sir Geoffrey raved,—
The joy of his heart was Alaric:

But man cannot mourn without end,

Grief’s tide turns again to its source
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As the snow-covered Northland drinks back to its bosom
The fiery fountain that rent it.
¢ I have three left,’ said Sir Geoffrey 1—
But at night—
When the bat flapt—
From the turret above shook and crumbled the mortar,
With a ceaseless, ominous rattle,
Like the raftle of stones on a coffin,

* #* * *

Thro’ the wild woods went the sisters,
Lovingly hand in hand;
Loose were the tresses of Effie,
Pearls shone like starg in her hair,
And s glittering serpent of gold was the girdle of Ella the beautiful.

Fair ag the day was Effie! «
Effie, the light of her father’s eyes;
Lovely and gentle as summer,
And her heart was as fair as her face ; —
But after the summer comes winter ;
Over the flower the snow falls ;
And over the golden locks and the sun-bright face
Fell a winter—
The winter of death.

% O, sweet in the spring is the lily,
And erimson of roses in June;
O, sweet in the hush of a twilight wood
Is the carol of birds, as the voice
Of the maiden he loves to the lover,
But bitter it is when the lily
‘Wafts death from its odorous boson,—
Bitter it is when the snake-wreath
Lies coiled in the red of the rose,
And the song of tke wood-bird ig mute when the night-raven
Croaks thro’ the shuddering forest.
Harlk |—
Is the sound that goes tingling up to the skies
The scream of the owl from the turret ?
The shriek of the night-raven over its hawk-stricken young ?
Or the desolate ery of a human heart in its woe ?
The terrible cry of a father bereft of his child.

“ See, thro’ the long halls they bear her;
Dead in their arms, the bright blogsom—
Effie, the light of their hearts;
The pearls have fall'n from the tresses,
Only the fair head shines like the day ;
And Iook ?—do they not see ?—black,
Black in the delicate neck? . . . .
Voerily there was a fiend in the family, and they would not know it?

¢¢ Slowly the cold moons waned, and Sir Geoffrey
‘Wept no longer for Effie;
But deep on his forehead
Were graven the lines of unalt’rable gloom:
Back to his heart he crushed
The ghastly suspicions,
The horrible fancies that whispered.
And fairer and fairer grew Ella;
Llla the wondrously bright,
The inconceivably beantiful,—
Fair with a beauty unearthly ;
Dazzled her smile where it fell, as the sun,
And her teeth—were like ice. . . .
But at night—
‘When the bat Sapt—
From the turret above roll’d and rusl’d the crumbling stones and the
mortar,
With a wild and terrible rattle,
Like the crashing of beams on a coffin.

¢ Ag a giant was Harold for strength ;
Broad and massive and tall ;
The stateliest tree
In the stately forest of Turvil.
Tired of hunting the were-wolf,
Like an oak lay Harold in the great hall and slambered ;
Pleasant to look at as morning!

But after the morning
Comes evening ;
After the light

Comes the darkness ;

Over the strong man comes the shadow ;
The shadow of Death.
Even now it is on him—hist!
Can you not hear ?

A sound like the leaf-fall in Autumn—
A footstep, as light as a cobweh—
A form, like the houris of heaven—
A heart, like the deep deep hell l-—

Ella stands by the side of the sleeper,—
Ella the Beautiful—Ella, the Fiexn !
The gleam of the serpent still girdles her waist

In the red and white of the flowers;
Green glow her eyes with the light of the basilisk in them ;
Exquisite Ella l—
Slowly she stoops,
And slowly, the glittering teeth
‘Waver down t'wards the neck of the sleeper ;
To the great blue vein

That carries the current of life in a gush Ah!

* * * * *®

“ Why does the murderess start ?
Does she hear a footstep approaching ?
Quickly it comes,

Thro’ the porch—up the hall—

And Sir Geoffrey stands by his children ;
Oh, horror! the father stands by his son.
Was there not a fiend in the family?

And, at last,~they knew it !

¢ Fools! as if turned into ice,
They stand freezing in motionless terror.
Fools ! ean they not hear
The raven shrick from the Turret ?
Do they not see the rats as they flit from the wainscot ?
The {loor is sinking!. ...
It is too late !

¢ The bat has flapt from mouldering turret and tower ;
And down—down in a hideous ruin
Rush the crumbling walls and the battlements ;
Down thro’ the wild night,
The whispering walls of the shadowy Tower of Tarvil.”

A wrirER in the Revue Spirite makes the suggestion that a vessel may
be wrecked through malign influence, where the helmsman happens to
be a medium who can be controlled by spirits in spite of himself.

A Guost STorY.—The Ballinasloe correspondent of a eontemporary,
writing on Tuesday, says :—* The remains of a man who was buried
six years ago in the continent of Ameriea passed through Ballinasloe
yesterday evening, and were interred in Kilbegley graveyard., Sixteen
years ago there dwelt a family named Kilduff in the parish of Moore,
convenient to the town. The times were none of the best, and
¢ Mickey,” the ‘moving spirit’ of this tale, and the head of the Kilduff,
thought it best to emngrate, and so parted as best he could with the
“ bit of ground,’ gathered the family group around him, and with them
emigrated to New York. In a little time the Kilduffs settled down in
Brooklyn. Ten years rolled by, and time laid its heavy hand on old
¢ Mickey’ Kilduft ; old age weighed down his enfeebled frame, and he
had to lic on his bed of sickness. Féeling grim death approaching, the
old man ealled his son to his bedside, and besought him to eonvey his
remains 1o the ‘dear old land,’ and lay his bones beneath the sod in
Kilbegley churchyard, the village burial-ground. The old man died,
but his child thought it mere fancy procceding from dotage which
made hig father prefer the strange request, and, eonsidering the immense
trouble and utter absurdity of eomplying with it, he determined not to
heed it, and buried the deceased in Brooklyn. After the interment the
son was deprived of his rest at night by strange, unnatural noises in
the house, and his belief was, and it is still his impression, that the
place was haunted by his father'’s ghost. Circumstanees, it appears,
prevented Kilduff junior from obeying his father’s dying wish until a
short time ago, when fortune favouring he had the remains dug up,
placed in an oak co@ln, and the whole enclosed in a long narrow box
eovered over with galvanised tin or zine, and put on board a homeward-
bonnd ship. Yesterday evening, at five o’clock, Mr. Kilduff and his
father’s remains passed through this town. The eoffin was placed
beneath the sod in Kelbegley, and Kilduff is narrating in his native
village to wondering listeners the story of Lis father’s ghost. ¢ Mickcy’
was a well-known Ribbonman at the time of that ‘scar’in Ircland.
Many of the inhabitants here could scarcely believe that the long box
brought through Ballinasloe by ihe ¢ stranger’ held his father’s bones
till they saw it lowered into its narrow home.”—L%e “ Weckly Liish
Times,” October 19¢h.
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SOCIETY IN 1878.
BY J. T. MARKLEY, AUTHOR OF * STRAY THOUGITS ON MANY THEMES,”

As T have dispassionately dealt with modern materialism
in its intellectual aspects, the ice has been broken for a brief
analysis of the same conditions of mind as shown in its
grosser developments.

By the lamentation of saints, and the ready confession of
sinners, we have proof that the age is essentially unspiritual.
Never, perhaps, since the days of Henry VIIL, or Charles
1L, has English society been so free, flexible, and “ fast ” as
at present The half suppression of Arcadian simplicity of
manners, and the almost universal contempt for the preter-
natural elements of religion, make most people defiantly
materialistic. Education may induce refinement in the
better sections of society ; but this attractiveness of character
is not even popular in the centres whence 1t originates.
Hence the imitative tastes of the working population merely
reflect questionable models. Through this vulgar selfishness
civilisation has become an empty boast. With an almost
Shakespearian interpretation of character, Bishop Frazer tells
the nation certain tluths, more pertinent than palatable.
‘With an acute sense of the dangers which beset kingdoms,
when men’s vulgarity debases the best examples of woman-
hood, the shrewd man of Manchester foresees results which
mmht damn commonplace thinkers, before they became
alive to the possible situation. Only few men can look
below the surface, or detect the trail of the reptile in the fair
folds of the sweet midsummer grass. Those, thus gifted, are
prophets in advance of current opinion or ensuing events
Innocent people rave madly against the stage. Aualnst the
stage, indeed! Why, if the theatres were sanctified they
would exhibit an artificial morality altogether out of keep-
ing with the real spiritual condition of modern society. The
drama is truthful.

We are asked not to patronise the sparkling sensuality of
Pink Dominos, or the piquant adaptation of French comedy.
The mirror on]y refuses to swear falsely. Hence, Pink
Dominos shows London “fast life” as it is, and not as
preachers and country people dream about it. The now
famous Criterion play is only the inward and theatrical
sign of an outward and more disgusting reality to be traced
in its beginnings, nightly, near the demarket or near the
station gates at Charing-cross. Let no one foolishly suppose
that the Venus-like guls of seventeen are the daughters or
relations of the carnal old merchants of seventy, whose
money gives impassioned materialism extra means of re-
pulsive development. Before people make haste to vote
against the illustrative drama, let them take note of the
radwal moral defects of ordmary degenerate social habits in
the great cities of England in 1878 !  Unfortunately, whilst
the press reports, it will not, editorially, recognise the
rottenness which we need not journey to Denmark to find.
It is scarcely to be expected that modern journalism, as a
commercial speculation, can avoid the spirit of gross
materialism which gives current society a tone of moral
defiance that is all the more to be feared because it unites
the wisdom of Athens with the baseness of Babylon. This
explains how it was that the Daily Telegraph recently
apologised for the tendencies of society against the eloquent
impeachment by the Bishop of Peterbor0u0h Evidently
most of the press writers are men of hwh principle and
humane genius. This makes their posmon all the more
painful and perplexing when circumstances demand a critical
cominent upon the vast, shouting crowd in Vanity Fair, 1
am riot underrating the boldness and grandeur of the press.
On the contrary, I hold that it is now the greatest in-
tellectual, as it will some day be the greatest moral force, in
the world. Society may continue to was corrupt, selfish,
and materialistic; but the press is so impregnated and
inspired by the best gifts and traditions of literary genins—
80 humane and broad in its many-sided sympathles, that,
through its example and influence, theology will eventually
loose its sectarian spleen ; men will learn to love and admire
their fellows ; art will only be a new form of moral excel-
lence ; and religion be ag sweet on earth as it is in heaven.
As yet the press is in commercial bondage. Perhaps the
most disconraging sign of the times is the Thoral degeneracy
of boyhood. Lads could be at once Teverent and high-

spirited, if th(,y combined the restless daring of the athlete

" with the moral discipline of robust but polite citizenship.

This is rarely the case now. Where shall we look for any
trace of genuine spirituality among the tens of thousands of
our young unmarried men ? Vulgm and licentious phraseo-
graphs rush forth as fluently from unbridled lips as fire from
the crater of Xitna! This may seem an unwarranted asser-
tion. It is not so. Let any one watch the young English-
man—or say the young Huropean or Yankee—when the
ennui of meal-time, evening, or Sunday leisure allows the
free and easy play of a sensual imagination! Where two or
three are gathered together in the name of recreation, there
a pollutlon of lanouarre is in the midst of them. Caliban
never cursed more copmusly The fresh-air verbiage of the
restless moss troopers was what the Anglican liturgy would
be to Bacchanalian slang—as compaled with the extempore
utterances of our mneteenth century youth. They seem to
have all the oaths of wicked old grandfathers left them as a
legacy of language for daily use since the day when the
Apostle Peter swore at the housekeeper. What is worse,
even the presence of females fails to ensure decency of re-
mark where half a dozen hobbledehoys are assembled at the
workshop, the factory, or the street corners. Although it is
a fact seldom noticed by the regular press, this low form of
anti-religious materialism among our youthful population
may some time force itself, in an inconvenient form, upon
the attention of those to Whom the elevation of industrial
society 1s a matter of' philosophical concern.

Education does not always give refinement to young men.
If s0, how are we to account For the unseemly parlance of
the billiard-room, the hotel bars, and the fashionable resorts
of hot-blooded “‘scions” at certain recreation saloons in
town famous for spectacular display? Moreover—and it is
no use blinking the fact—many of our Oxford and Cambridge
undergraduates, and other students, do not often use the
language of flowers in their less academical moments. Has
the age of chivalry altogether departed? Have we no Lord
Chesterfields in our midst? Is politeness one of the lost
arts? The dandyism of Bean Nash and the wearing of
Byronic collars were preferable to some of the more vulcral
phases of modern English socicty. Our grandfathers mwht
sip freely of the purple draught, and think less of the gods
than of cards. They at least oultivated politeness in the
domestic presence of the fair sex, Women were sacred in
those days. In a measure that sacredness has departed.
Instead of quiet Hannah More as a model we now have
popular actresses. The piety and quiet of home-life hag
given way to a spirit of mere flesh-and-blood materialism.
Beauty, "discarding the restrictions of mellow faiths, has
grown impudent in its sensual eloquence, and advertises
1tself' with a photographic flaunt, in Regent-strect. The
unobtrusive grandeur of holy motherhood in conspicuous
cases, 18 now ruled out of court.  Society has become scenic
rather than serene. The sight is undoubtedly pleasing ;
but there may come a long and painful feeling of contagions

sighing.

A hmh dignitary of the Church tells us that young ladies
now allow themselves to be addressed in language only to
be tolerated by women of the pavement, The chartre 15 a
serious one, even if only half true. Once let the puuty and
sweetness of Hnglish domestic life become incorporated with
the defiant moral blindness of the vulgar crowd, and our
noble traditions as a people must surely entel upon a
dangerous departure. We had better retire, with Cowper, to
the teachmos of singing tea-kettles, and have moral stamina,

"than waste a too sho1t hfe in the mere w01sh1p of the non-

ideal passions, We want all the prosperity, love, laughter,
amusement, and instruction that modern progress can afford,
but not that artificial social “ restlessnass against which
the intellectual thinkers of the Suturday Reviem 50 warmly
and wisely declaim. To be more refined and spiritnal
society need not be less facetious, intrepid, original, or
righteously indulgent. Life may still be a mafrmﬁceub
experience. As one of Tennyson’s heroines sings :—

Yet pull not down my palace towers that are
So lightly, beautifully built :

Perchance I may return with others there,
‘When I have purged my guilt,
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What we must plead for is spirituality of individual dis-
position.  Young men may develop and work off their half
wild ésprif de corps without a repulsive use of cackling slang.
They may be nurtured in the mirth and mystery of wit without
making lovely girls retreat to blush. Why should ¢ our
boys ”* insult old age in its venerable helplessness at the
street corners 7 'Why should they scoff at religion and only
heed such literature as favours crime and health-consuming
lust?  The constant low tone of everyday talk among
modern English boyhood certainly does not say much for
that desirable spirit of aspiration and honourable ambition,
without which the nobler forms of civilisation cannot be
attained. The laurels of Olympia may be won with the
accompaniment of a clean imagination. Reverence is not
imbecility, Politeness need not mean timidity of character.
A gentleman is not a fool. We cannot expect gentleness in

women without true manliness in men. In those periods of

history when society is honest with itself—

A lover may besiride the gossamer
That idles in the wanton summer air,
And yet not fall.”

This is certainly not such an era of innocence, truthfulness,
and happiness. The tastes and language of our once ex-
emplary aristocracy seem to lack the olden glamour of
imperial character. Venus has chosen the speech of the
uncouth shepherds, and is gossiping of scandals outside
the temple gates. In other words, beauty has lost dignity.
Consequently, it only follows, naturally, that impudence is
fast becoming a fine art. The fond pets of home-life have
flung off the veil and meet the leering gaze of the miscel-
laneous multitude through the windows of the city shops.
The Divorce Court records frequently prove that the above
is only the best side of the picture.

Among the industrial classes also, to a serious extent,
we may detect this profound undercurrent of materialism
in its less intellectual and less comely forms. Much
of the talk in the factory and the workshop is severely
anti-religions. The mechanics, in thousands of instances,
curse the church and the parsons. Iufidelity is now shout-
ing its rapid increase in all quarters. With such an
abundance of raw material, modern ‘‘secularism ’ onght to
have a good harvest, Strange to say this numerical boast of
the Atheists can never be made in times of widespread
spirituality, and a national religious fervour among churches
and families. This fact does not prove that materialistic
infidelity is necessarily immoral. It at least shows that the
spread of Atheism may be favoured exceedingly by the pre-
dispositions of society in its more irreverent and radical moods
of thought. Reform in manners and a healthy moral view of
life and destiny will not come upon us as an abrupt spiritaal
impulse. The new inspiration will be less individual than
national in its power of conversion. The re-action will be
bred through a wide and deep disgust with old habits and
inclinations. Like the secret beauty in the chastened
elements of Greek sculpture, the dawn and fulfilment of a
wiser, sweeter day, in modern charvacter, must perforce
resemble a luxsurious growth, rather than an effort of labour
and skill, Its naturalness will be its strength. Satire may
assist powerfully in fiction. Elogquence may charm many
into goodness, through sermons. Caricature, headed by
LPunch, may sting the sensitive into repentance. = The
literary glow of an high-toned and an impassioned press
may sweep popular opinion into nobler channels; but society
must, after all, be its own saviour, and its redemption
depend on the gospel of events,

3, Park-terrace, Horsham.

B

THE SAME MYSTERY THROUGHOUT.

BY HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.8,, AUTHOR OF “LETTERS TO MISS MARTINEAU.”

Mr. T. P. Barras seems to find much the same difficulty
in respect to mind and matter that Professor Tyndall does,
and has repeated again in his article in 7he Nincleenth
Century for November. After stating that all cauvsation is
a profound mystery, that ¢ matter at bottom is mystical
and transcendental,’”” he finds a spectal difficulty in the con-
nection of mind or sensation with matter—a ¢ chasm ” we
cannot “bridge” over. Assuming the subjective to be

objective, as Berkeley did, Professor Tyndall says that we
can conceive the continuity of the ethereal action of light
from the sun, but that the sense of light by matter (the
brain) is not conceivable. He does not see that the question
is not of the conceivable line of action, but of the incon-
ceivable cause of the action ; and how such a man can make
such a blunder I cannot conceive, The ‘chasm” and
“bridge’ are all invention and fancy, and when the funda-
mental reagon for all things in nature transcends human
thought, why make a special difficulty about thought itself?
Surely the development of a flower, or the growth of a blade
of grass, or the colouring of the bird or butterfly, is all
mystery, and as much so as the budding and blossom-
ing of thoughts in the brain. If the brain is but
an instrament or agent to another substantial and
spiritual being or Ego behind, the mystery is the
game of sensation coming of what is not sensation,
ay pointed ont by Sir W. Hamilton, Then, again, if the
facts of Spiritualism do not prove the existence of a soul as
the Ego, nothing else does. No doubt the substance changes
whilst the sense of identity remains—another mystery—but
what I have long since explained as a common rule and
general law of all animal and vegetable nature, and an ex-
planation is in the general law and uniform relations; the
transfer of qualifies in every case to the new matter, pre-
serving the individuality with all the distinguishing
specialities, and in respect to each part or organ of the indi-
vidual. I have called it the fundamental and profound
““magnetic” law of life. Hence, each plant develops and
continues the same, and the dog at ten is the same as when
a puppy, yet all the substance has been changed many times.
The old tree is all different to the young one, and no doubt
this fact of the transfer of qualities, the.living nature to the
new matter, is a profound mystery, but presents to us all
nature in a new view ; it shows how man as respects this
great law is not an exception, and that conceivability is not
the criterion of truth.

This general fact or law of the investment of new matter
at once with the life principle, or quality, throughout nature
in all its diversified forms of life and slight differences, is
governed by an unerring law which may well be termed
transcendental, or I should prefer Bacon’s term ¢ magical.”
May not this, in a reverse way, bear relation to the
materialised spirit, or rather the spiritualising of matter to
obtain a visible bodily form, the same principle operating in
all growth and development; and may we not even so explain
the lobster reproducing its case, the bird its feathers, and
all the beanty and variety of shells? How do they get formed
with all the speclalities of form, colours, and markings,
cunningly preserved ? surely all is magical and most wonder-
ful and inexplicable turn which way we will, a spiritual
principle pervading throughout.

Boulogne-sur-Mer, France.

A ReMarkarie DrEam.—A dream somewhat remarkable in its details
wag last night related by a well-known commission agent, carrying on
an extensive business in Dundee, on reading in the Lvening Telegraph
of yesterday of the rather sudden deaths of three of his most Intimate
acquaintances. On Sunday evening, on retiring to bed, he fell into a
troubled and unrefreshing sleep. He dreamed that he was resting on
tha bank of a strecam, and notwithstanding the severity of the weather,
wag engaged for the time in the perusal of an evening paper. A woman,
however, who happened to be passing along, called his attention to a
dark object which lay floating unobserved in the water close to where
he was sitting. He examined it narrowly ; it was the body of a human
being. A stone was thrown in, and the agitation of the water caused the
body to turn round, when it was discovered to be that of a man. He
now made every endeavour to bring it ashore, and in a short time, with
the assistance of a passer by, was enabled to place it on the edge of the
bank. He looked at the face, much distorted by having lain for a
lengthened time in the stream; it was the countenance of ome of his
acquaintances. 1In consternation he raised it up, when the countenance
changed, and assumed all the lineaments of another acquaintance. With
great trepidation he allowed the corpse to fall upon the ground, when the
face immediately underwent another change, and for a third time took
upon it the resemblance to another friend ; the lips moved for a moment
as if in speech, but immediately afterwards relapsed into the rigidity of
everlasting repose. On awakening, the gentleman who related the
dream was very much disturbed, and in the evening, when he read of
the sudden deaths of three of his acquaintances—two in Dundee and one
in TLochee—in the space, it might be said, of twenty-four hours, he was
greatly shocked, and considered that hig dream was more than fully
realised,— Dundee Lvening Telegraph, Nov. 19th.
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CAPTAIN BURTON ON SPIRITUALISM.

NexT Monday evening, Captain R. I Burton, I'R.G.S.,
will read a paper at the fortnightly meeting of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-
strecet, London, on ¢ Spiritualism in Kastern Countrics.”
As the African cxplorer who discovered Lake Tanganyika,
and as onc of the most distinguished travellers of modern
times, he will probably be as much appreciated by Spirit-
ualists as he was a few weeks ago at the British Association
meeting at Trinity College, Dublin, where we saw a thousand
or two people crowded into a hall to hear him, and the stair-
cases outside filled with listeners as far as the eye could
reach. The meetings at Great Russell-street are open only
to members of the Association, and to friends personally
introduced by them, which latter privilege the members
should sparingly use, or the limited accommodation on
Monday must be altogether inadequate.

THE DIVINING ROD.

¢ BY M. F. CLAVAIROZ (LEON F‘AVRE), CONSUL -GERERAL OF FRANCE AT
TR1ESTE,

FormerLy the use of the divining rod was looked upon
merely as a particular kind of sorcery. At present the
supernatural is no more, or rather is seen to be but the action
of some natural laws not yet understood. What the laws are
which govern this peculiar class of phenomena, or what are
the conditions under which they work, I do not know, but
until science has found out the cause of the action of the
divining rod, it may be as well to multiply as much as
possible the number of examples which testily to the fact of
its taking place. Through my influence the phenomenon of
the divining rod has been exhibited, so I wish to add my
testimony to that of other experimentalists who have obtained
like results,

I was visiting a friend, who one day told us that he knew
of a peasant who was able to find hidden wells by the aid
of the divining rod; two other persons werc with me at the
time, and we all exclaimed against the currcnt superstitions
which made it possible to believe in stories of which we our-
sclves were most incredulous.

“Well, try,” said our host.

Our curlosity being piqued, we agreed, and went together
over a broad gravelled walk bordered with turf and flowers ;
we cut ourselves some rods of thick hazel wood, and each
one took hold of a stick, turning the forked end towards the
ground ; we then walked on with slow steps, attentive to
what might take place.

We had gone about twenty paces when I felt a trembling
in my rod, and as we advanced it grew still stronger. Soon
a rotatory movement began to take place, which soon
reached the speed spoken of by the peasant; at this
point the bark was scrubbed or peeled off, and, in spite
of every effort T made, I was powerless to stop the violent
motion.

Much surprised at this result, I looked at my companions ;
one had obtained the same effects as myself, though to a
less extent, while the other held his rod inert and motionlcss
in his hand, and would have denied the possibility of the
phenomenon if he had not seen the rapid movement of our
Tods.

This first experience astonished, but did not convince us,
for a mew phenomenon can only be proved by unfailing
repetition. We turned back, cut ourselves fresh sticks, re-
commenced our promenade, and obtained the same results,
namely, furious rotatory movements in my hands, moderate
movements in the hands of onc of my friends, and none at
all in the hands of the other,

It is thus proved—not that the waters under the earth
spring forth from the spot indicated by the divining rod—
but that this rod was animated by a power which all the
efforts of a strong hand were insufficient to stop, for I was
young then, and possessed of rather unusual strength.

But why should the rod be of hazel wood, and not that of
any other tree ?

It is proved, in the second place, that this force is en-
gendered by mcans of the organism of a medium, because 1
have given three different sets of results throngh three
different operators. There is then in this phenowenon a

z
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certain rapport betwcen the force which emanates from the
carth, and that which proceeds from the operator, and the
stick serves as a conductor between the two, as in the case of
mectals with elcctricity. But who knows if there may not be
bencath this fact, which has been cbserved even in old times,
the hidden source of a discovery concerning the not yet
understood powers at work.

Rerrrerrvarerresvreerrereeeny

SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA IN INDIA.

A cory of The Christian of June 14th, 1877, has been sent us. An
article in it on “The Punrooty Mission ” containsthe following extracts
from a letter of Miss Reade’s:—

April 27, 1877.—We have had several cases of cholera lately—at
Poonganum it las been very bad, quite different in character from last
year ; apparently much more fatal, and certainly much more diflicult to
treat. Thank God, however, several have recovered, amongst others a
young girl in Punrooty whose case is very interesting.

As soon as I went to see her they said she was one amongst
several girls, working at the railway, who had several times come up
to the Mission. Ioor thing! she was quite prostrate, in that helpless
condition so peculiar to cholera, but when I asked her if she had been
to the Mission she nodded her head in assent, and when I spoke to her
about Jesus she responded in the same way to all I said. This is the
first case yet in which I have met with any such response. She had
a rag tied round her hand. I asked, * What is that for ?” guessing
what it might be. ““It is an offering to ¢ Peroomal ’ should she get
well,” they replied. I felt I could neither pray for the child nor give her
medicine with this on her hand, so I said, ‘* Take it off, I can do nothing
for her if you keep this on.’ Remarkable to say, they immediately
took it off, and never put it on again. Considering their superstition
this was wonderful, and I felt faith that the Liord would restore her ;
and so He has done, although she was very bad.

The second or third day after, while she was still hardly able to speak,
or lift up her head, I had been trying to get her to eat; and meanwhile,
as I was speaking to her, I suddenly beeame conscious of a man stand-
ing near me, when I looked up and saw a rather well-dressed man close
to me, covered all over hands, arms, and chest with flaring red and
yellow paint like flames, and seemingly in the deepest meditation. All
in a moment he began to tremble violently, and every musecle in his
body appeared convulsed, and for about a quarter of an hour he revolved
round and round in a circle, his body being bent into most horrible
contortions, gesticulating vehemently, and finally, for about five minutes,
Le hissed at me like a snake. It was & most evident demoniacal pos-
session. I have had a good deal of expericnce of epileptic fits, and
it was quite different. His face and varied attitudes were quite
fiendish, and when, at my desire, they threw two chatties (large
carthen vessels) of water over him, he jumped, hissed, and put out his
tongue, and looked the very incarnation of the evil one.

I did not leave immediately, thinking they would attribute my doing
so to fear; but after a little I made a move towards leaving, when
some of the bystanders sald—* Go, go! you had better go!” but
others said, ‘No, no, ma'am! don’t go, don’t go;” and drew me
further in; and one called out, “Why do you tell her to go, is she
not the servant of the High God 2’ Was it not remarkable ? I asked
those present what they thought was the cause of the man being in this
state. *Ob,” they said, *“he was making intercession for that girl who
has cholera and is dying, and the god has come down upon him.” Tt
wag very terrible to behold, and I can quite believe it was the devil’s
indignation at the offering or tribute to Peroomal being removed from
the poor girl’s hand.

There hag been much to try us lately, but the Lord has been very
gracious amid all, and we have been mercifully guided by His hand in
our rejection of two who applied for baptism, of whose sincerity and
reality we had cause to doubt, and the Lord did not permit us to be
deceived in regard to them.

ESI TSN Fe LSS Srsas s sra s avey

Seirtrvanisy IN LEtces1ER,—On Sunday last, Mr. J, \W. Mahony, of
Birmingham, delivered two lectures under the auspices of the Leicester
Spiritualists’ Society, at their rooms in Silver-street, to good congrega-
tions. In the morning his subject was ‘¢ The Rise and I'all of Modern
Spiritualism.”” In the evening Mr. Mahony’s subject was * Secularism
and Spiritualism.”” The lecturer commenced by stating that there was
a body of people in the country who called themselves Secularists,
whose principles, work, and service were devoted to the concerns of this
world only, and who professed no belief in or knowledge of another
existence. But this Secularism, in its practieal influence upon the lives
of individuals, was not peculiar to Secularists only, for it existed largely
among the great majority of so-called Christian men and women,
Money and material things engrossed the chief energies of all sects and
parties in the State. There was too much Secularism and too little of
Spiritualism, Mr. Mahony then entered into a disquisition on the
nature and properties of matter, and contended that the materialist had
ag much difficulty in explaining the nature of matter as the Spiritualist
had in deseribing the prineiple of spirit. Secularism was good inits proper
work and influence, but it was a melancholy error to regard it as the ne
plus ultra of human progress. Mr. Mahony then gave numerous and
ingenious illustrations of the nature, beauty, and power of the liuman
mind, and contended with much encergy that man was even in his earth-
life a spirit elothed by matter, which he required for material manifesta-
tion, and that at physical dissolution e would inherit a refined material
organisation invisible to tlie present eye of flesh. Several questions
were answered at thie close.— Letcester Duily Meveury, November 21st,
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ON THE PHENOMENA OF SOMNAMBULISM.*
BY W. I. COFFIN.'

I BEG to gratefully acknowledge the numerous communi-
cations I have been favoured with by observers of the facts
of somnambulism. The word, from Somnus (sleep), and
ambulo (to walk), or sleep-walking, is applied, widely, to a
psychical state, the moss obvious and frequently observed
phenomenon of which has becn the act of walking during
sleep (as distinguished from sleeping while walking). Slecp
conditions are incomstant; discrimination between thcm,
and those of Wakefulness, indicating a continuous gradation
from one to the other, an absolutely wide awake condition
being probably as rare as that of complete comaz. In the
direction of sleep are diminished general excitability of the
external senses, unconsciousness of outward impressions, and
loss of volitional control over cerebral changes, finally suc-
ceeded by a suspension of sensorial activity with oblivious-
ness to internal impressions, or insensibility to altering states
of consciousness in (assumed) dreamless sleep (inferred from
the absence of recollection of them). The continued activity
of the entire sub-sensorial nervous system maintains reflex
control of the organic vital functions.

From the profundity of normal sleep, the first stage
in the pseudo awakening is supposed to be the dream-
ing state, in which automatic cerebration presents conscious
but involuntary and uncontrollable mental activity. Know-
ledge of the exact conditions and circumstances of this
state must be limited by its more or less imperfect
subsequent remembrance; but it would appear to be an
irresponsible and unquestioned imagination, influenced by
external suggestions, but unrestrained from within. It is
important to recognise the varying receptivity, during passive
sleep, of the senses to external impressions, which, while
wholly unperceived as such in the dream, may yet influence
it, if not determine very greatly its character ; and such may
be the abnormal sensibility to them of a special sense as to
originate or powerfully stimulate a course of thought by the
intensification of a sense impression too faint for waking
perception. There always exists, morcover, a selective
impressibility to certain classes of sensory impressions,
determincd by habitual attention to them, by previous
mental states, by expectation, by acquired discriminating
rceeptivity, and by their relation to the dominant idea of
the dream, that must be carefully considered in explaining
the phenomena of somnambulism. Thus the slightest
external suggestion, if related to or bearing upon the in-
voluntary train of thought, will influence and direct thc
cerebral changes, while the sensorium shall be utterly un-
affccted by the strongest accompanying impressions which
in the waking state would be overpoweringly distracting.
Of sleep and dream, then, it appears the only persistent
conditions are the two negative ones, of suspension of voli-
tion and muscular activity not purely reflex. Somnambulism
has, in common with them, only the absence of volitional
control over cerebral changes, and in this particular only is
differcntiated from the normal waking state. In unfolding
the stages of this ‘“sleep-waking,” the consciousness assumes
successively a qualified reccptivity to sensorial impressions,
and then such control over the nervo-muscular apparatus as
can effect the actual execution of anything it may suggest,
even to the most complicated co-ordinated dream acting
possible.  Sensorial activity, however, is not essential to the
lesser manifestations of this, as occurs when the nerve centres
for spcech are conccrned in Somniloquence, while all the
scnses sleep. Any one or more of the senses may be active and
the others remain dormant ; but itappears that the Muscular
scnse, at least, is gencrally awake, and when acting alone,
on account of impressional intensity, is capable of dirccting
extraordinary manifestations of the phenomena characteristic
of somnambulism. Of these, after somniloquence, and such
gestures and changes of countenance as indicate emotions
(and which, as observed, are compatible with absolute
sensorial suspension), the most clementary and frequently
observed is the power of locomotion, accompanied by many
complex acts under the guidance only of touch while other-
wise scnseless, but witlh a precision unattainable by an
individual merely blind and deaf. Under these circumstances

» Notes of an address oponing & debato at the last meeting of the Psychological Socicty
of Great Drilain,

1

it is found that the slightest suggcestion made through the
muscular sense suffices to modily the ideas that direct the
coursc of action.

The concentration, by attention upon muscular effort,
of unusual nervous supply for contractility, affords an
almost superhuman strength, well known in somnambulic
cascs, where feats are accomplished, apparently without
effort, impossible in ordinary states when only a part of the
contractile power of a portion of a muscle is ever available
save in convulsion and tetanic-spasm. Sight and hearing
may be acutely sensible to impressions conveying ideas in
harmony with an existing train of thought, or bearing upon
a dominant notion entertained, and yet remain absolutely
blind and deaf to the loudest noises and the most intense
irrelevant stimuli. Complete anaesthesia, or at least apparent
insensibility to, or toleration of physical pain, as alleged to
be indicated by absence of reflex action in response to pricks,
burns, &c., co-existing with a muscular sense, if satisfactorily
substantiated, certainly presents a difficulty in accounting for
on ordinary physiological considerations, but {may well
accompany manifestations of high mental activity only. Itis
a well-attested fact that the power and delicacy of sensory per-
ception may be highly exalted in the somnambulic state, and
alsothatautomaticreason, whensofreed from outside disturbing
causes, may accornplishresultssurpassing the possibility of voli-
tionalexertion. When, therefore, such an intensity of cerebral
activity is moreover open to suggestions of an almost super-
sensuous perception, there are presented extraordinary
mental phenomena which may be found to include in a
logical generalisation many of the wonders of clairvoyance,
mesmerism, trance inspiration, &e. The states of artificial
or induced somnambulism, hypnotism, biology, and
mesmeric trance, resemble those of natural somnambulism,
except as being effected usually without the intervention of
sleep, but present a rather greater variety, on account (in
the opinion of the writer) of a less absolute suspension of
the Will than appears to be the characteristic of true
somnambulism. The waking memory of the somnambulic
state varies in different cases from a partial rccollection to
complete forgetfulness; the latter, which is the more common,
is frequently accompanied, especially in chronic or periodic
cages, by a perfect remembrance whilec in the somnambulic
state of the occurrences of previous occasions; while a
somnambulist frequently, but not invariably, fails to recog-
nise things perfectly familiar in the waking state. Slecp
being known to be accompanied by a diminished cerebral
blood supply, which may be a necessary cause, it is pro-
bable that with these exceptional psychical states occurs an
altered local distribution of the circulation. In discussing
thc explanations of confessedly mysterions psychical
phenomena by obvious materialistic and physiological con-
siderations, whose resources are far from being exhausted,
and which deserve to be followed till a really inexplicable
residuum 1s arrived at, there must not be ignored the widely
different interpretation of a transcendental school, whose
opinions, if not yet very distinctly or consistently formu-
lated, descrve respectful consideration. In this sense I have
been honoured by a distinguished physician with the follow-
ing communication :—

“ Somnambnlism is, I conceive, a misnomer; the con-
dition is one of spirit Iife, and might be called Pneumatam-
bulism, if such a word is grammatical. The so-called
somnambulist is preternaturally wide awake, and sees by
the soul or spirit directly without the instrnmentality of the
eyes. It is marvellous that while nearly all medical men
admit the phenomena of somnambulism they deny that
of clairvoyance, the two conditions being identically the
same.”

The identity here asserted, of the phenomena of Somnam-
bulism with those alleged of Clairvoyance, may well be
admitted, with only certain reservations as to the real
nature of the latter; but this issue, to which it is probable
the discussion will be chiefly confined, and upon which
opiunlons differ, may more appropriately than in a non-
controversial paper be comsidered at a later stage of the
debate.

Miss Bra Dierz and Mr. Frank Dietz will give an entertainment at
the Lerry Barr Ingtitute, Birmingham, on Tuesday next,
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HENRY SLADE IN AUSTRALIA,
A writrer in the Melbourne Age says :—

‘What do I find about this wonder-worker to support the theory of
conjuring ? He is not on a stage; he is not at a distance from the
observer; and he works just as well with the observer’s tools as he does
with hisown, The conjuror works by gaslight ; Slade in broad daylight.
The conjuror has the free use of his legs and hands; Slade never rises
from his chair, and e never has the use of more than one hand, and not
often of any at all, since it is necessary, in order to complete the circuit
by which the alleged force travels, that the spectators should hold both
his hands in theirs during the occurrence of the phenomena. The con-
juror has his own stage and his own apparatus, but Slade will sit in
your room and use your slate. Nay, more, he will let your slate be held
in your hand while the writing is being produced. In your Friday
evening’s contemporary I read what claimed to be an exposure of
Slade-ism from the conjuring side of the question ; and though I saw at
once that the narrative wasloose and inconclusive, and evidently not the
worl of an expert in the study of evidence, there was just enough in if
to rouse my curiosity afresh and send me, in company with a friend—a
very orthodox friend indeed—straight to Slade’s room, to demand satis-
faction, in the shape of a séance, then and there. I found that Mr,
Slade had read his exposure, and treated it in a very philosoplic spirit
of indifference, as something he was tolerably used to by thistime, We
determined, however, to make use of the adverse points set out in the
narration, and he readily coincided. It was said, for instance, that he
had on slippers; he now showed his feet encased in tightly-laced shoes.
It was said that he had wires and strings about his person; he accord-
ingly bared his arms to show there were none. It was said that he used
his legs and feet under the table to simulate the touch of hands; he
therefore placed his feet, as long as he could endure the contortion, upon
a chair, exposed to easy view, having first shown conclusively that he
could not extend them far enough, without a visible effort, to
touch his visitors at the opposite side. It was said that he wrote
the message on the slate beforehand, I took my own slate, three-
leaved, with wooden covers, and wrote my own question. It is
said that he might as well havesatin a dark room, as the writing on the
slate was done under the table. On one occasion the writing (on my
own slate) was done on the fop of the head of my friend. At another
séance I had seen it done on the top of the table, in the very centre, with
only the medium’s finger touching the cover, It is said that he in-
variably holds the slate himself. On Friday night, my friend held it
once in conjunction with the medium, and once in s own hand alone,
the writing being audible on both occasions. It is said that the
messages are short, and, therefore, quickly written. At one séance it
covered the whole slate, and apparently only ceased for want of room.
I daresay I could easily enlarge this already very long list of dis-
crepancies between the facts and the allegation of the facts; but they
are quite enough to establish what I set out with, namely, that the work
of stating evidence is really a very difficult matter, requiring accuracy
of observation, logical acumen, and a knowledge of the laws of evidence
that are seldom or never to be found in the crowd who attend these kind
of exhibitions, rather to gratify an idle sense of wonderment, or else to
justify some foregone conclusion, or pre-judgment. I will illustrate the
loose habits of thought that bring people to the work of observancy by
one example that was offered by my experience on Friday night. Mr.
Slade placed a heavy hand-bell on the floor under the table, Ile then
placed both his hands on the table in connection with mine, and asked
my fellow-sitter to put his feet on the top of his. After this was done
the bell shortly rose up, and struck heavily under the centre of the
table, and then came out by my friend’s side; and, finally, after touch-
ing his face, fell over on the table. The ordinary observer sees nothing
in this, but the movement of a hand-bell projected into space from its
state of rest and following the natural line of projection. But asa
matter of fact the line of projection is not followed ; in other words, the
bell moves first in an upward direction, secondly at right angles in a
lateral one, and thirdly in a curvilinear one.

The Ilarbinger of Light (Melbourne), October 1st, says:—

Incidents at a series of three sittings with Dr. Slade, at the house of
Mr. Parrant, dyer, Lonsdale-street, September 5th. I'ive persons
present at each séance. Mr, Parrant being the only one present through
the series, took notes.

Three messages in answer to questions were written on the slate
whilst held by Dr. Slade undor corner of the table. Slate held by
gitter at opposite corner of table to Dr. Slade was violently wrenched
three times, so that he had difficulty in retaining possession of it. More
questions were asked and answered while Dr. Slade held the slate, It
was then held by three of the sitters, who obtained writing. A chair on
which a lady was sitting was nearly pulled from under her. A closed
slate was held on one of the sitter’s shoulders, and whilst there messages
were written, the writing being distinetly heard by all. A few notes
were played on the accordion, and the interior mechanism taken out by
the invisible power. The table, three feet by four feet two inches, was
raised about two feet from the floor, and remained suspended whilst
fourteen was counted.®

Second Sitting.—Several of sitters held the slate, and obtained writing
without Dr. Slade holding it. The accordion held in one of Dr.
Slade’s hands played a beautiful tune; all saw the bellows drawn out
and pressed in by the invisible power. A large bell was lifted and rung,
then struck the table violently, and was thrown a distance of eight feet
away. One of the sitters was lifted in his chair about two feet from
the floor. Mr. Parrant then put his chair on the table and sat on it;
the chair, table, and sitter were lifted about three feet from the floor,

Third Sitting.—Slate writing as before; all who heldthe slate obtained
writing ; one of the messages was, “ Thig is a law of God, not of man;
you shall see more of us soon.” A chair came from the corner of the
room and struck violently one of the sitter’s chairs. The spirits were

asked to take the slate from Dr. Slade and convey it to a sitter on the
opposite side ; this was done and repeated, both Dr. Slade’s hands being
on the table at the time. Mr. Parrant distinctly felt a hand take the
slate from him, giving it first three strong pulls. = A lady’s handkerchief
was taken and tied into a complicated knot. The table was suspended
over three feet from the ground whilst forty was counted aloud by one of
the sitters, The medium then became entranced, sang, and played the
harmonium, and concluded with an impressive address, Of twelve
slates provided by the individuals who sat, eleven were writlen upon
during the séances, and five of the sitters distinctly saw the materialised
Lands.

The ¢ Own Correspondent’” of the Bendigo Adrertiser, after describing
his examination of the room and table, and a series of successful slate-
writing experiments, concludes as follows :—

This ended the writing part of the séance, but the manifestations
which ensued were of a still more exciting and extraordinary character.
The table rose under our hands, and remained poised in mid-air for
several seconds ; a chair turned itself half-round without apparent con-
tact; I felt myself touched, as it were playfully, on the right side—that
furthest from the medium-—about half a dozen times, while my stick,
which I had deposited in a corner of the room, several feet distant from
wlhere the medium was sitting, took a flying leap and fell down into the
opposite corner. The séance closed with the playing of an accordion
held by Dr. Slade with one hand under the table, the music, myste-
riously elicited from the instrument, being accompanied by the ringing
of a hand-bell that he had deposited upon the floor, which bell was
pitched into a corner of the room at the close of its share in the per-
formance. During the whole series of these latter manifestations my
feet were firmly placed over Dr. Slade’s—at his request—and, except
dnring the playing of the accordion, both his hands were upon the
table. Having faithfully reported what I saw and leard at this inte-
resting interview, I leave your readers to draw their own conclusions as
to the origin of the phenomena. I may add that the slate, with the
¢ gpirit” message quoted above still upon it, is now in my own pos-
session.

The following letter is from a gentleman at Geelong, who, from
experience in conjuring and legerdemain, is probably competent to
judge of the adequacy of these to account for the phenomena.

I must admit that I was very much impressed with the manifestations
through him. I scarcely expected so much satisfaction. I went with a
friend to lis hotel, and found him apparently waiting for us. I was
much pleased with his manner, being gentlemanly and straightforward.
‘We took our own slates, and by way of further precaution I had a piece
of coloured pencil, or rather crayon, the colour being green. As soon ag
we were seated the raps came in different parts of the room, and on the
table in great abundance, and the slate-writing was soon obtained, and
in such a variety of positions—the slates in some instances being placed
on the table with pencil between—as convinced me of the groundless-
ness of the conjuring theory. My own green pencil was frequently
used, a little bit being chipped off for the purpose, which effectnally dis-
pelled any idea of the writing being prepared beforehand, which itself
would have been impossible from the slates being brought with us. I
watched Dr. Slade very closely, and having had a long experience in
conjuring and legerdemain myself, there are very few of the resources
of the conjurer’s art with which I am not familiar—such ag the
various devices for drawing off the attention of the spectator at a
critical moment, and other methods which I have used when giving
entertainments in that line, but with all my closest observation I could
detect nothing like trickery in any form. The doctor gave us another
sitting in the evening, when some additional phenomena occurred.
Slate-writing on my friend’s head; my leg being pulled, apparently
with fingers, the medium being at such a distance from me and having
his legs on view that he could not physically have done it. A bedstead
in one corner of the room, considerably out of reach of the medium, gave
a violent lurch out into the room, and finally the table at which we were
sitting was lifted bodily from the floor, our hands being all off it.
Altogether, the phenomena seemed to be thoroughly genuine. What it
was caused by I am not prepared to say. I have never yet been able to
give in my adhesion completely to the spirit theory; there are
go many forces in nature of which we absolutely know mnothing, that I
have always been chary of assigning particular theories to account for
unusual phenomena.

Mgz. W. J. CorviLLy hasarrived in the United States, and is lecturing
in Boston, Mass.

Miss GoDFREY, a clairvoyant well-known in past tinies among the
carly workers in Spiritualism, has returned to England, and is now
regiding at 1, Robert-street, 1lampstead-road, London. We were
present on one occasion when she, in the clairvoyant state, described
with accuracy and percision the internal ailment of a patient she had
never seen in her life before, and of whose case she lhad previously
been told nothing. DMr. Benjamin Coleman has seen much of her
clairvoyant powers.

Ricaarp Cosway’s Crarrvovance.—Richard Cosway, the cclebrated
miniature painter, once inhabited Schomberg House, now a part of the
‘War Office. In his later years Cosway supposed himself to be in com-
munication with the spirit-world, and at a Royal Academy dinner he
informed a brother academician that he had had a visit from Mr, Pitt,
who had died four years before. His fricnd asked what Pitt lad said.
Cosway answered—*‘ Why, upon entering the room he expressed him-
self prodigiously hurt that during his residence on earth he had not
encouraged my talents.” Mrs. Cosway left her husband in 1804 to
become the superior of a religious house at Liyons, but paid a final visit
to England in 1821, o place a monument over his grave.
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MODEST WORTH.

Do big suntlower may rise abeve
Do medost 'tater vine,
And brag about its Sunday clethes,
And put on airs so fino ;
But when do winter hewls areund,
An’ do snow lies at de doah,
D¢ big sunflower, oli | whar am he ?
De ’tater has de floah.
The Banner of Light,

Jorresponvence.

[ Great freedom is offeredto correspondents,who sometimes express opinions diametrically
opposed to those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited commundeations cannot
beveturned ; copies should be kept by the writers.  Preference 18 given to letters whicl
wre not anonymous.)

TEST SEANCES WITIl MR, WI1LL1AMS,

Sir,—I perceive that in commenting upon the very interesting paper
read by Mrs. Iitz-Gerald on Monday last, Mr. Stainton Moses referred
to a séance held at my house in the month of June, 1872, and at which
séance Mr, C. Williams was present in his professional capacity. The
description, however, of the position in which Mr. Williams sat is
erroneously reported; and its correction is, I conceive, necessary.

Mr. Williams, then, did not ““sit with the back of his chair close to
the door of a small bookease.” Those who did sit in that position—
effectually blocking up the bookcase in question—were my wife’s sister-
in-law and myself; and its doors could not have been touched by either
the hands or the feet of Mr. Williams, while, I may add, the half door
nearest to him was bolted. Since then I have often removed the table
and chairs from the position they occupied upon that occasion, and have
thrown open the unlocked portion of the closet, so as to admit of experi-
menters endeavouring to extract the said book from the position which
it occupied at the séance in question. It has been done, certainly, but
only with such difficulty as to demonstrate the impossibility of its
having been done by human power under the circumstances above
narrated.

Having quoted Mr. Williams’s name, permit me to bring forward
another case in which that medium’s powers came out in a most satis-
factory manner.

On the 25th of June, 1873, a séance was held in my dining-room, at
which Mr, Williams was present. His hands were leld by a sister-in-
law of my wife’s and by a well-known clergyman. During the séance
Peter entered an appearance, and volunteered to shake hands. I
accepted his offer, stood up, and extended my right hand as high as I
could, Itwas at once grasped by the well-known horny hand. While
holding it firmly I asked the lady who was sitting on Mr. Williams's
left hand whether she had a firm hold of that hand., She answered in
the affirmative. I then agked the same question of the sitter upon Mr.
Willlam¢’s right hand. His reply was equally satisfactory. Iere,
then, therc could be no mistake, and although this incident has doubt-
less many parallels in the experience of your readers, it may perchance
go for something in the estimation of those who have rashly and hastily
coneluded that the Riko affair was of itself sufficient to invalidate Mr.
Villiams’s claims to the possession of genuine mediumistic power.

S. T. SpeER.

13, Aloxandra-read, South Ilampstead,

Ney. 24th, 1878.
TUE VISIBLLE AND TUE INVISIBLE.

Sir,—The question as to the essential invisibility of spiritual objects
is one of great interest, and there i, as it seems to me, some confusion
of mind, or of langnage, apparent in the discussion of it. I suppose no
one imagines forms, as they exist in the spiritual world, to be visible
to ordinary mortal vision. All agrce that these forms and objects are
geen clairvoyantly, if at all; and when faces, figures, and drapery
become visible to mortul eyes, they are made so by the action of spirit
upon material particles, gathered together and moulded by forces the
nature of which we do not understand. But, on the other hand, I think
fow who have seen materialisations under favourable conditions can
doubt that drapery, flowers, and gems are sometimes produced by
gpiritual agency on the spot, although in many cases they may be
common earthly productions, brought by spirits to serve the purpose of
those who desire to produce striking results with the least possible
expenditure of medial power. We know that Mr. Owen and Dr. Gray saw
and held flowers at their séances with Mrs. Jencken (then Miss Kate Fox),
which in a few moments gradually disappeared ; and in the circles held
by Mrs. Mary Andrews, of Moravia,flowers werc frequently dropped from
the window of the cabinet, which melted before they reached the floor.
If hands, faces, hair, teeth, and nails can be created or evolved by spirit
power, why not drapery or ornaments? Of course these things, while
in a condition to be visible, absorb and reflect light, as do ordinary
material objects, because otherwise we could not see them with our eyes
of flesh. I have seen, just across a small fable, when sitting with
Slade, a spirit face with long curly hair (the falling tresses perfectly
palpable, and feeling like any soft, fine hair), with drapery so
gossamer-like, and so curiously inwrought with threads and figures in
gold and silver, and with a chaplet of roses, so transparent and ethereal
that not a doubt was left on my mind of the beautiful, mobile face, the
flowing hair, the exquisite drapery, and the lovely flowers being, all
alike, wrought by spirit power; all of them together making, for the
moment, a substantial, and therefore visible, represcntation of that
which in itself could not be seen by mortal vision. And yet the face
might, as it certainly did, beam with expression from the spirit of the
being so manifesting itself to us, just as the faces of our friends here are
lighted from the invisible soul within. Ihave taken hold of the drapery

of spirits as they came close to me, through the substance of the table ;
and even when most cloudlike in appearance it was quite tangible, as
were the hands which often, at my request, drew it backwards and
forwards across my face and shoulders. And why should the
hands be manifestly substantial, and yet produced by the forces
at work in these manifestations, and the drapery be always of a
quite different nature and origin? Whether flowers, hair, or clothing
have ever been so materialised as to allow of their being kept seems
extremely doubtful, although I have seen some of these things obtained
by eminently reliable investigators under strictest test conditions; and
it may be that we need only more knowledge to convinee us that these
spiritual creations or aggregations may be so made as to last like cloth
from a loom, or a gem from the earth, I think even the wisest of
men is yet too ignorant of the essential nature of matter, and of its
relation to that which we call spirit, to determine what is, or is not, pos-
sible in this way. That dresses and other things can be, and often are,
brought and used at séances, either with or without the knowledge of
the medium, there can be little doubt; and what is most discouraging
is that there seems to be such a lack of simple truth on either or both -
sides the line. If either spirit or medium would frankly tell us that
material drapery was needed to save power, we might, as seemed to us
best, accept or decline the proposition to introduce it; but now the
question is so complicated with dissimulation and misrepresentation
somewhere, that even the most unprejudiced of Spiritualists seeks in
vain to do justice to all concerned,

Omne thing is certain, and that is, that mediums should be made
clearly to see that all their gifts are vain unless they will work faithfully
and heartily for and with honest and intelligent investigators who desire,
not to be astonished by some new and wonderful thing, but to seek
earnestly and determinately after the truth that lies hidden beneath a
mass of inexplicable phenomena, Meanwhile, we are all, mediums and
investigators, only beginning to learn a difficult lesson, and should be
patient and forbearing one with the other. And, for myself, under-
standing, as I did, all the facts of the case when Dr. Slade was said to
have been * exposed’’ in New York some years ago, and knowing how
absolutely baseless was the accusation in thatinstance (as in some others
that have come under my observation), I feel rather more inclined to
suspect the truth of such statements, even when they are honestly
made, than I do the medinms who suffer from them.

Lotiss ANDREWS.
Brighton,

TUE UNPUBLISHED MINUTES OF COMMITIEES.,

Sir,~~The pages of T%e Spiritualist have recently contained several
references, in connection with this subject, to printed matter published
by committees on their sole authority. I will quote only one of . these,
namely in the last number, p. 247, where you say, *They sometimes
issue printed documents {o the public, which are legally binding on the
whole organisation, but of which their superior oflicers know littls or
nothing.”

I think it is due to the meiabers of Council who are unable to attend
its sittings, to the members of thie British National Association of
Spiritualists generally, and to Spiritualists at large, that you should
give the nature of these offending documents. So far as I am aware,
the only foundation for your accusation is the printing, by the special
committee appointed by the Council to assist Miss Kislingbury in the
preparation of the late monthly Proceedings, of a form of applica-
tion for advertisements in that periodical, at the foot of which document
my name stands, in consequence of my being a member of that com-
mittee.

I hope you will find space for these few lines in your next issue, and
consider my request for their insertion a not unreasonable one.

LEpwarp T. Bexxerr.

Riehmond, Nov. 25th, 1878,

[Wo havo rceently feund twe other printed circulars besides the above, neces-
sary and unimpertant enough ne doubt, which havo alse been printed and issued
to the publie without tho Council being informed of tho cirenmstance bofore
or afterwards. There is ne guaranteo that all printed decumonts se issued
shall bo unimportant, and tho system which enables them tq be issued at all
and paid for without the knowledgo ef the managers is ineffieient. The eir-
culars, headed ¢ British National Assoeiatien of Spiritualists,” teld the public
to addross erdors abeut small eommercial mattors ¢ to Edward T Bennott,
The Mansion, Riehmond-hill, near Lendon,” instead of te the Seeretary or
Treasurer at 83, Groat Russcll-street, YWhen some of tho commereial work of
the Assoeiation was earriod on at Riehmond by other than tho Association’s
ofticers, the managers and members onght to have known it and would havo
known it had all the minutes of sommittces beon publicly read menthly, as
cemmonly done by tewn eeuneils.—En.]

MEDIUMS ANXD MEDIUMSLIP.

Sir,—The time or state in the history of modern Spiritualism has
now arrived for the attainment of some knowledge of the law which is
operative in the production of the phenomena which are produced
through certain persons who are called »mediums,

As yet it is a question with many who have scientifically investigated
and experimented with tlhe phenomena, whether spiritual or disembodied
beings have anything at all to do with the matter, preferring rather
to think that it is the exhibition of a force or power inherent in the
human organism, and which has always been there, and, therefore, in
no wise supports the claim put forth by simple-minded Spiritualists,
viz., that they are produced by spiritual or disembodied beings; so it
follows that the very phenomena which are intended to prove the con-
tinuity of life in other than human or embodied form, are insufficient as
evidence to demonstrate this all-important fact to the scientific mind.

But the scientists who adopt the negative theory go far beyond

" their province in making such assertion; it is theirs only at the pre-

sent stage of the movement to investigate (if they will) and record the



262 THE SPIRITUALIST.
B e e i i Y

Nov. 29, 1878.

facts or the results of their experiments, and leave the theory to
others who arc qualified by their mental and spiritual attainments to
study the law and propound a philosophy that shall be in accord with
the facts so far as known.

The first law is that of attraction, for like draws to like, and the
medium is merely the focus in whicl the two factors meet for the time
being. By the “ two factors ”’ I mean those beings who are invisible to
the mortal eye, on the one hand, and the sitters at séances on the other ;
and the second law is like unto the first, viz., the law of projection, by
which is made manifest in objective form that which is subjective; or,
in other words, spiritual phenomenon is the reflection of the mental
states of thoge who take part in meetings where such is produced.

Every one who attends what is called a séance inevitably draws those
spiritual beings who compose his or her mind (for it should be remem-
bered that the mindis only a term used to express the inner man,
which is as real and substantial as the outer body itself), and to the
clairvoyants these are more or less visible, and are frequently described
as composing an innumerable number ; in short, a mundane séance
itself is but a reflection of what is transpiring at the same time in the
spiritual world, and is to tZa¢ what the shadow is to the substance.
This knowledge will help to unravel many of the mysteries of medium-
ship, and dispose genuine students of spiritual science to be more
charitable and less exacting towards mediums, who to the uninitiated
sometimes appear as charlatans and impostors.

Questionable and apparently fraudulent manifestations, if through a
medium, are the result of imperfect conditions, partly in the medium
and partly in the sitters; and because they are spiritual in their
origin and supra mundane in their character, the failure to produce
conviction of their genuineness is due to the undeveloped state of
both, but mainly of the sitters.

It is possible that there may have been cases of wilful and inten-
tional fraud on the part of certain mediums, but apart from the rigk
of exposure, humiliation, and may be worse to follow, few would be
found to face such a contingency as mediumship involves in other
ways; but if such alleged cases are probed to the bottom, and both
parties are subjected to the ordeal of judgment by spirits, the offender
(if any) would probably not be the medium,

Take the cases of the convicted and imprisoned mediums and others,
almost as well-known, who have been *exposed,” but not convicted
and imprisoned; in all, it has been proved beyond question that
their medial power is genuine, and that surrounded by favourable con-
ditions and those well-qualified to judge in occult phenomena, the
manifestations have been more pronounced than even before such
alleged exposures,

In the face of such experiences, surely those calling themselves
Spiritualists, at least, will hesitate before parading their own incom-
petency to judge between a genuinc and fraudulent manifestation, and
flattering themselves that they are rendering good service to the cause
by exposing imposture, forgetting that their judgments formed, it may
be, after one or two sittings, are fallible, and are aimed (probably unin-
tentionally) against others who have spent time and means in assisting
to develope the mediums who have been condemned rather on suspicion
than on well-attested positive fraudulent actions,

I do not question the honesty or the motives of medium exposers
(where such are Spiritualists), but their wisdom in allowing their im-
pulses to warp their judgment, in condemning as intentional fraud what,
with better knowledge, would be seen to be a manifestation of their own
imperfect powers of judgment, and a reflection of their own spiritual
undevelopment,

I have aforetime referred to the worthlessness of material tests as
applied to spiritual manifestations—for spiritual phenomena can only be
truly valued by the application of spiritual tests—and these are nothing
more and nothing less than mental and spiritual states which we our-
selves bring as conditions for the exhibition of the powers of supra
mundane forces and spiritual intelligences ; and the fact that there are
flaws and failures only proves the action of the invisible operators, who
allow these to form a part of the programme for a wise and beneficent
purpose, and when it is given us to advance to interior knowledge, we
shall see that there is design in all, and that these very flaws, failures,
and fancied frauds, instead of retarding, serve to advance the pro-
gress and expansion of the mighty movement known in our day as
Spiritualism.

I do not underrate the value of the experiments made by such inves-
tigators as Messrs. Crookes, Wallace, and others who have brought all
their skill to bear by testing the phenomena with scientific and
mechanical instrumentg, but the result has only heen the now discovery
of fraud on the part of the mediums; they throw no light whatever on
the modus operands of the production of the manifestations, and the sole
value of all such experiments is to convince the experimenters, and
those who are influenced by accomplished scientists, that there is a law
and force in existence which cannot be explained by, and which appear
to be antagonistic to, the theories and ethics of natural science. But if
there is no other object in view than mecre curiosity in witnessing the
marvels of the séunce room, even such exhibitions become wearying and
insipid ; hence so many who have even satisfied themselves of the
genuineness of the phenomena withdraw from farther investigation, and
leave it as a matter that requires too much time and attention, or is not
worth the trouble of following up.

It is now a question whether public and promiscuous mediumship has
not had its day, and fulfilled the purpose for which it was permitted ; and
Spiritualists are now beginning to sec that mediums are too valuable to
be sacrificed to the ignorance and prejudices of an unappreciating public.
To persist in such a course is certain to result in great suffering to the
mediums, and scandals caunsed by “ exposures,”’ worrying the sufferers
and annoying to all who befriend and support them. The publication
of results obtained, and fucts carefully rccorded, will draw all who can
be benefited, and as for the rest they can wait and must bide their time.

The money element in Spiritualism is pernicious, and any who enter
into its ranks with no higher motive than to make a living out of it
will find their hopes frustrated, for the great powers and intelligences
who are working behind the scenes, who give so freely without money
and price, have a different and higher ohject in view, and will not allow
their precious gifts to be prostrated for such purposes, and mediums and
others who speculate upon a monetary success are reckoning without
their host. The primary element in mediumship must be the recogni-
tion by its possessor that its use is not for the purpose of exciting
curiosity by the exhibition of prestidigitatorian feats, but to raise man-
kind from a grovelling and selfish materialism which knows and acknow-
ledges no God but self, and which ignorantly sacrifices the past and
the future for present gratification, and more—that it is intended to
demonstrate the immortality of the soul, and the conscious continued
existence of the individuality after the death of the body.

The value of mediumship is twofold, for it is operative at the same
time in two worlds—the world of spirit as well as the world of nature—
and the benefits are applicable to spirits and mortals. When this fact
is recognised, mediums will no longer be neglected and allowed to
struggle with poverty and adversity, and by the necessities of their
position be so frequently obliged to expose themselves to hostile
and repulsive influences and conditions, but they will be cheerfully
maintained in such circumstances as will be best suited for the develop-
ment of their special powers.

Who has yet realised the fact that much of the questionable morality
of mediums is due more to the influences which they absorb by coming
in contact with promiscuous assemblies, the virus from whom poisons
their system, than to their own perversity? And yet this is at once
apparent to an astute observer of phenomena, who detects immediately
the variation which is caused by the introduction of new elements into a
regularly ordered circle.

Public trance mediumship is the highest and best form we have at
present, where a whole assembly is (unconsciously to themselves) ren-
dered quiescent and subservient to the will and power of the controlling
intelligences, As yet these are invisible to the outer eye, but the time
is coming when they will be able to build up a representative
materialised form from the medium, and address even public andiences
in proprid@ persond. I have witnessed this already, where three of us
met together in a private séance; and what was done for three will be
done (when conditions are developed) for three hundred and three
thousand assembled at one time and one place, and ¢ken a sceptical world
may be convinced that mediumship is not jugglery and imposture.

This crowning result can only be obtained by patient and gelf-
sacrifice on the part of mediums, and especially of wise and sympathetic
supporters who will take care of their mediums by administering to their
wants and necessities, and surrounding them with such elements as will
afford conditions for the training and development of pure spirituality
in thought and affections, which alone can bring about such a grand
consummation. Wirrian Oxrney,

Higher Broughton, Manchester, Novembor 6th, 1878,

SPIRIT DRAPERY.

Sir,~Your leader in the newspaper of 13th Nov. is a clear and able
statement about drapery and other objects being frequently brought to
séances by spirits, and unknown to mediums. Now in my letter to you
on the 11th Jan., 1878, I gave you a full account of how the spirit
Lillie explained this important subject, and how her * helps” did it.
Still, in face of the above evidence the Dritish National Association of
Spiritualists denounces mediums of high reputation upon hearsay
evidence, without allowing for a point well known—that spirits usually
bring their own drapery, and do not appear before us in nude form.

Why tax Williams and not Rita ? for the latter was first seized, and
was to receive the payment ; still he (Rita) escapes censure, Has he
or Williams been properly cross-examined? Both have a stigma
thrust unfairly upon them by the Association, who are usurping power
and unwisely using it; indeed, we all have much to learn from
mediums before we become their judges, and I hope the Association will
never again have to do with mediums when they are away or off our
own premiscs, otherwise very serious harm will arise; besides medinms
will keep away from our Association if we interfere with their freedom
out of doors. DBut by giving them rope enough, if dishonest, they will
soon hang themselves, and you also can do your share of help by pub-
lishing every authentic report of imposture, thus showing that we hate
imposition as well as Mr. Riko; but I protest against the right of the
Association interfering at all as a public judge.

CHARLES BLACKBURN.

Heravine Mepiovsamw.—Miss T, J. Theobald, who has been ill for
some months, writes to us from 20, Grand Parade, St. Leonard's :—
¢Mr. Omerin has mesmerised me for some weeks with as much success
as T could expect, an entire recovery being impossible. He is a very
powerful mesmerist, and his disinterested kindness and unremitting
attention, in spite of every discouragement, are quite beyond praise.”

A Younc Antist.—Dr. Locander writes from Naples:—* My son,
who is a true Spiritualist, fifteen years of age, left Paris as you know,
on foot for Naples for the purpose of sketching. e travelled v2@ Dijon,
Lausanne, Geneva, Chamouny and Mont St. Bernard, Aosta, Turin,
Genoa, Pisa, Leghorn, ¥lorence, Sienna, Rome, then by St. Germana
and Capua to Naples. He did this in two months and one day, leaving
Paris September 2nd and arriving in Naples November 3rd. His object
in so doing was to take sketches here and there, for he is an artist, and
to gratify his curiosity. He had some narrow escapes from brigands
while in the mountains. He says that if I only would give him two

francs a day, he would like to set out for Asia now. He speaks five
langauges and writes four.”
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Mg. Morernn TaroBarD has from the first generously given his profes-
sional time and skill as an accountant, to management of the book-
keeping system of the National Association of Spiritualists, and has
favoured us with the appended statement of income and expenditure.
The table shows the steady growth of the Association, and indicates
the prosperity it is likely to enjoy in a few years to come. The income
for 1878 is made up only to Nov, 20th, but in the December of each
year considerable payments are always made, so the regular income
for 1878 will be much more than that of 1877, Mr. Theobald says,
¢ The agcounts kept by Miss Kiglingbury have always balanced to a
penny:'—
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The rent expenses in the above table wonld be greater were it not for
payments received for The Spiritualist rooms.

Mg, Tox Prnprcaris is in Paris.

Mg. Josuen P. Hazarp, of Rhode Island, United States, arrived in
T.ondon last week, after travelling round the world, and observing
spiritual phenomena among the natives of India, China, and other

countrics. He is a firm Spiritualist, and brother of Mr. T. R. Hazard,
one of the most active workers in the movement in the United States.

CHANGES IN THE NATIONAT, ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

Soox after the British National Association of Spiritualists eame into
existence, and when it had but few members, a few wealthy gentlemen
and others specially contributed £200 per annum for three years, to
clear expenses while its ordinary income was rising by natural growth.
That liberal artificial support ceased at the end of 1877, consequently

throughout the present year, 1878, the Association has Deen hampered
by the sudden instead of the gradual withdrawal of the annual £200,
The amount required to get through the present year Las been made up
by special subscriptions, but as the managers give their valuable time
and work freely, they feel that they ought not to have to send out several
applications for extra funds. Consequently, unless the members slightly
increase their subseriptions, or bring in new members more rapidly, it
has been resolved to reduce expenses during 1879 by keeping the public
rooms open from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. only. Owing to interior arrange-
ments, facilitated by Miss Kislingbury, which can then be made, a
saving of £70 a year can thus be effected. Perhaps the great com-
mercial depression everywhere has something to do with the scarcity of
surplus funds. Retrenchment can only be effected by a loss somewhere,
and in this case the effect will be seen in the closing of the doors of a
large central establishment during the early part of the day.

This may be prevented by the slight raising of individual subscrip-
tions, or, better still, by the bringing in of new members more rapidly
than at present. The Association only wants seventy or one hundred
new members to work comfortably on its present system. Another great
help would be, the enrolment of those Spiritualists in the provinces who
like the Association, but say they have not entered their names as
members because their places of residence would deprive them of several
of the advantages of membership. But they derive several indirect
advantages, in the reading of the scientific and other memoirs of the
society, in the prestige given to the whole movement by the success of
the Association in scientific research, and in the check which the
planting of an influential public organisation in London has given to
newspaper and other abuse of Spiritualism, Besides, if they join
only for what they can get out of it, books from the lending
library can be sent to and fro by post, or even, after due encouragement,
a travelling library established.

At a special Council meeting last Tuesday it was proposed by Mr,
Stainton-Moses, seconded, and carried unanimously—

1. That the offices of the Association be open, on and after Jan, 1, 1879,
from 3 pam. to 10 p.m.

2. That the secretary be requested to attend at thoss hours at a salary of
£80 per annum and rooms.

3, That a special lefter, in giving notice to the subseribers of renewal of
their subscriptions, be sent, urging tho absolute necessity of obtaining
increasod funds if the present status and work of the Association is to be
maintained.

4, That a form of appeal, similar to the draft appended, be authorised for
circulation among members.

THE DANeErs oF HURRY.—A recent painful case illustrates the
danger of hurrying to catch a train. The peril is very considerable,
and it besets most men in these busy times. It is not perhaps a matter
of social concern, but it is one in which every member of the com-
munity has a personal interest. The high pressure and speed at which
we live, and the impetuous haste of business in these days of extreme
utilitarianism, do not allow any exemption from the common rush,
Even the staid and deliberate classes are affected by the rapid move-
ment around them, and must needs hwry to keep their place. No
inertia can check the torrent, and the stoutest resolve to move slowly
is powerless to stem the flood. It remains to adapt the conduct to the
inexorable conditions, There is only one remedy for the evil of hurry,
and a single protection against its consequences—that is orderly
method. Never in the history of intellectual and commercial progress
was the need of order more urgent. It is not the amount of werk
accomplished that exhausts the strength and leads to a break-down; it
is the effort made, and the worry of making it, that overtax the energy
of control and the strength of action. Perhaps one of the most
prolific causes of collapse in recent times has been the lack of training.
This is not sufficiently recognised. In the old days of “apprentice-
ship,” and slowly built-up qualifications for work, youths were specially
trained for their business in life, and the difficulties of the career came
upon them gradually. Now one-half of the labourers in any depart-
ment of industry have entered it in some sudden way, and industry has
become a general melée, in which those who ean by effort accomplish
the greater results are counted successful. The effortless, though not
always the least capable, are vanquished. ‘What takes place in regard
to work finds its parallel in, and 1s to a great extent the cause of, the
hurry and worry of the busy world as a whole. Everything and every-
body presses forward at high speed, and success means outrunning
competitors. The maxim of safety—to avoid physical hurry and
mental hurry alike—is, prepare, deliberate ; in a word, adopt an orderly
method, The man witha weak heart who endangers his life by hurry-
ing to cateh a train, unless under altogether exceptional circumstances,
ig probably the vietim of a defect in carly training, which leaves him
at the mercy of impulse without order; or he is striving to {ill a place
in life for which his chief qualification has been the faculty of ac-
complishing by effort more than can be achieved naturally by steady
labour. Some persons are ever hurrying affer their engagements ;
others are goaded onward by the pressure behind them; but however
the “hurry " is produeed, if is full of peril to happiness of mind and
hcalth of body, and in the end, by exhaustion, if not prematurely by
accident, it kills.—Lanect,
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A SEANCE WITH MRS, HAYDEN,
. BY CATTAIN JOIIN JAMES,

Iy Mrs. Fitz-Gerald’s very interesting narrative of experi-
ences in spiritual phenomena, reported in The Spiritualist of
November 22nd, some mention i1s made of Mrs. Hayden, a
medium who appeared in London more than thirty years ago.
The following account of a séance held with Mrs. Hayden is
extracted from the life of Charles Young, the celebrated
tragedian, written by his son the Rev. Julian Young, and
probably the details of this séance may prove intercsting to
those of your readers who have not seen the book :—

The Rev. Julian Young was evidently not a Spiritualist ;
but he could not help acknowledging that Mrs. Hayden
possessed very extraordinary powers, not to be explained
away by any suspicion of trickery on her part, or delusion on
his.

1853, April 19th.—I went up to Londen this day for the
purpose of consulting my lawyers on a subject of some
importance to myself, and having heard much of a Mrs,
Hayden, an American lady, as a spiritual medium, I re-
solved, as I was in town, to discover her whereabouts, and
judge of her gifts for myself. Accidentally meeting an old
friend, Mr. H., I asked him if he could give me her address.
He told me that it was 22, Queen Anne-street, Cavendish-
square. As he had never been in her company, and had a
great wish to see her, and yet was unwilling to pay his
guinea for the treat, I offered to frank him, if he would go
with me. IHedid so gladly. Spirit-rapping has been so com-
mon since 1853, that I should irritate my reader’s patience
by describing the conventional mode of communicating
between the living and the dead. Since the above date I
have seen very much of spirit-rapping ; and though my organs
of wonder are larger devcloped, and I have a weakness for
the mystic and supernatural, yet I cannot say that I have
ever witnessed any spiritual phenomena which were not
explicable on natural grounds, except in the instance I am
about to give, in which collusion appeared to be out of the
question, the friend who accompanied me never having seen
Mrs. Hayden, and she knowing neither his name nor mine,
The following dialogue tock place between Mrs. H. and my-
self ¢

Mrs. H.—¢ Have you, sir, any wish to communicate with
the spirit of any departed friend ?”

J. C Y. —“Ves.”

Mrs. H.— Be pleased then to ask your questions in the
manner prescribed by the formula, and I dare say yon will
get satisfactory replies.”

J. C. Y. (addressing himself to one invisible, yet supposed
to be present).—* Tell me the name of the person with
whom I wish to communicate.”” The letters written down
according to the dictation of the taps, when put together
spelt ¢ George William Young.”

J. 0. Y.—On whom are my thoughts now fixed ?”

A.—¢ Frederick William Young.”

J. C. Y.— What is he suffering from ?”

A~ Ti¢c Douloureux.”

J. C. Y.—(Can you prescribe anything for him ?”

A.—¢ Powerful mesmerism.”

J. 0. Y.—*“Who should be the administrator ?”

A, —“Some one who has sirong sympathy with the
patient,”

J. €. Y.—¢ Should I succeed ?”

A.—“No.”

J. C. Y.—Who would ?”

A.—¢ Joseph Ries” (a gentleman whom my uncle much
respected).

J. C. Y.—“Have I lost any friend lately ?”

A—Yes.”

J. C. Y.—“Who is it?”
a distant cousin,)

A.—¢Christiana Lane.”

dJ. C. Y.—¢ Can you tell me where I sleep to-night ¥’

A.—¢ James B.’s, Esq., 9, Clarges-street.”

J. C. Y.— Where do I sleep to-morrow ?”

A.—Colonel Weymouth’s, Upper Grosvenor-street,”

I was so astounded by the correctuess of the answers I
received to my inquiries, that I told the gentleman who was
with me that I wanted particularly to ask a question, to the
nature of which I did not wish him to be privy, and that I

(I thinking of a Miss Young,

should be obliged to him if he would go into the adjoining
rooni for a few minutes. On his doing so I resumed my
dialogue with Mrs. Hayden.

J. C.Y.—¢T have induced my friend to withdraw, because
T did not wish him to know the question I want to put; but
I am equally anxious that you should not know it either, and
yet, if I understand rightly, no answer can be transmitted to
me except through you. Whatis to be done under these
circumstances

Mrs. H.—¢ Ask your question in such form that the
answer returned shall represent by one word the salient idea
in your mind.”

J. C.Y.—“1 will try. Will what I am threatened with
take place 27

A.—¢ No.”

J. C. Y.—% That is unsatisfactory ; it is easy to say ¢ yes
or no,” but the value of the affirmation or negation will
depend on the conviction I have that you know what I am
thinking of. Give me one word which shall show that you
have the clue to my thoughts.”

A.— Will.”

Now, a will by which I had benefited was threatened to
be disputed. T wished to know whether the threat wounld be
carried out. The answer I received was correct.

I could easily enlarge on the topic, for I have had a good
deal of experience in spirit-rapping, but I think and hope
that the public are weary of so unprofitable a subject. In
mentioning my visit to Mrs, Hayden, I should be sorry to
have it supposed that I attribute her singularly accurate
replies to my questions to any supernatural agency. Though
I cannot unravel the mystery, I am persuaded it is explicable.
All I plead guilty to is sy inability to account for an
American lady—a total stranger, who knew neither my
person nor my name—being not only familiar with the
names of my {riends and my own movements, but able to
tell my thoughts. That there are certain occult physical
forces on which the media trade, I doubt not.
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“An a dispassionate scientiflc man, he appears to have
investigated the subject without pre-conceived idess, and the
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with
those of Messrs, Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of
the gonuineness of the communications alleged to be
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed
guestion of & priord objectionsto Mr. Harrison’s opinions we
shall not now enter, We will only say that his descriptions of
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that
he appears to have exhausted every reagonable test which his
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is
rigorously logical.”—Public Opinion.

‘At the outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any
intention of proseclytising or forcing his opinion down non-
Spiritualistic throats, and it is only fair to admit that the
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argumcnt and
deduction, albelt bristling with assertions of the most dumb-
founding nature.”—London Figaro.

“ Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any
of the nonsonsical acts with which they are aceredited.”=-
Morning Adveriiser.

“The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which
Mr. Harrison seems to have approached the question, emi-
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful
perusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to
hig views. Ie states occurrences and events, or what he be-
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The
mode in which Mr, Harrison has disoharged his task is praise-
worthy ; but what of the task itself? To those who are un-
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so-
called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the
spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the
system, the revelations contained in Spirit People will appear
s‘;a,rtling and antecedently impossible.”—South Wales Daily
News
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NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS
Containing instrunotions

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,
With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium present, may be
obtained at The Spiriiualist Newspaper Branch Offios, price
800 for Sizpence, post free, ov 500 for Ninepence, post free

These leaflets are specially suitable
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEETINGS,
And in localities where mediums and spirit eircles are not
NUmMerous.

The Spiritualist says:—* Contention about Spiritualista and
mediums should be avoided, and action substituted, The real
strength of Spiritnalism lies far more in its facts than in
clamouring about them ; the facts, therefore, should be multi-
plied by the wholesale dissemination of printed information
how to form circles in the homes of private families, A pro
portion of those who receive tho information will try experi-
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in their own
homes will at once irrevocably recogniso as impostors or dis-
reputably unsafe guides, those newspapers and individuals
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If every
Spiritnalist makes it binding upon bimself to ‘drop about’ or
distribute five hundred of the leaflets, containing instructions
how to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will be
deluged with useful information, and such a number of
mediums will spring up in private families, a3 to rapidly in-
crease the knowledge of truths caleulated to beneflt in the
highest degree thig materialistic, congequently irreligious age,"
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HE PROBABLE EFFECTS OF SPIRIT-
TUALISM UPON THE SOCIAL, MORAL, AND RELI-
GIOUS CONDITION OF SOCIETY. Two Essays by Miss
Anna Blackwell and Mr, &. F, Green,
THESE EssAYSs WON THE FIRST AND SECOND GOLD MEDALS
OF THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London.

PIRIT PEOPLE.—A scientifically accurate
description of manifestations rcecntly produced by
spirits, and simultaneously witnessed by the Author and other
obgervers in London. By William H. Harrison. Iimp cloth,
red edges. Pricels.; post free 1s. 1d.—Spirituatist Newspaper
Dranck Office.
EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’études psycho-
logiquos, fondé par Allan Kardec, appears on the 1st
of every month, Price, 1 franc. Published by the Sociéed
Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille, Paris. Post-Office orders payable
to M. Leymarie.

SYCHISCHE STUDIEN. A MonthlyJournal

devoted to the investigation of the unexplained pheno-
mena of psychic life. Edited by ALEXANDRE AKSAKOF, and
contributed to by several German and foreign men of science.
Price 1s. monthly.—Leipsic: OswALD MuyrzE. London: Z%e
Spirftualist Newspaper Branch Office.

INFORMATION FOR INQUIRERS.

IN thirty years Spiritualism has spread through all the
most civilised countriss on the globe, until it now has tens of
thousands of adberents, and about thirty periodicals. It has
also outlived the same popular abuse which at the outses
opposed railways, gas, and Galileo's discovery of the rotation
of the earth.

The Disalectical Society, under the presidency of Sir John
Tubbock, appointed a large committeo, which for two years
investigated the phenomena oceurring in the presence of non-
professional mediums, and finally reported that the facts were
true, that the raps and other nolses governed by intelligence
were real, and that solid objects sometimes moved in the pre-
mence of mediums without being touched,

Mr, William Crookes, F.R S., editor of the Quarter’y Journal
of Science, deviser of the radiometer, and discoverer of the
new metal'thallium, investigated the phenomena of Spirit-
ualism in his own house, and reported them to be trus, IMr.
A. B. Wallaco, Mr, Cromwel]l Varley, and a great number of
intelligent professional men have done the same,

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,

Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism thould begin
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
stranger to the family present.

The assertions of a few mewspapers, conjurerg, and men
of ecience that the alleged phenomensa are jugglery are
proved to be untrue by the fact that manifestations are
readily obtained by private families, with no stranger
present, and without deceplion by any member of the family,
At the present time there are only about half-a-dozen pro-
fessional mediums for the physical phenomena in all Great
Britain, consequently, if these were all tricksters (which they
are not), they are so few in number as to be unable to bear
out the imposture theory as the foundation of the great move-
ment of modern Spiritualism. Readers should protect them-
selves against any impostors who may tell them that the
phenomens are not real, by trying simple home experiments
which cost nothing, thus showing how egregiously thoge are
duped who trust in worthless authorities.

One or more persons possessing medial powers without
knowing it are to be found in nearly every household, and
about one new circle in three, formed according to the follow-
ing instructions, obtains the phenomena :—

1. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no in
terruption for one hour during the sitting of the circle.

2. Let the circle consist of four, flve, or six individumals,
about the same number of each sex, Sit in subdued light,
but sufficient to allow everything to be seen clearly, round an
uncovered wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in
contact with its top surface. Whether tho hands touch each
other or not is of no imporiance. Any table will do.

8, Belief or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations,
but an acrid feeling against them is weakening.

4. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in
general conversetion or in singing, and it is best that neither
should be of a frivolous nature,

8. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often
a feeling like a c¢ool wind sweeping over the hands, The first
indications will probably be table tiltings or raps.

6. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely,
to avoid confusion let one person only speak ; he should talk
to the table as to an intelligent being. Let bim tell the table
that three tilts or raps mean “ Yes,” one means ¢“No,"” and
two mean ¢ Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is
understood. If three raps bhe given in answer, then say, ‘¢ If
I speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal
every time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a
message? " Should three signals be given, set to work on the
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of
communication is established.

7. Possibly symptoms of other forms of mediumship, such
a8 trance or clairvoyance, may develop; the betier class of
messages, a8 judged by their religious and philosophical
merits, usually accompany such manifestations rather than
the more objective phenomena, After the manifestations are
obtained, the observers should not go to the other extreme
and give way to an cxcess of credulity, but should believe no
more about them or the contents of messages than they are
foreed to do by undeniable proof.

8. 8hould no results be obtalned at the first two sdances
because no medium chances te be present, try again with
other sitters. A medium is usually an impulsive individual,
very sensitive to mesmeric influences,

Just Puklished,
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THE LAZY LAYS
AND PROSE IMAGININGS
BY WILLIAM II, IIARRISON.

An Elegant and Amusing (ift-Book of Poetical and Prose
‘Writings, Grave and Gay.
The gilt device on the cover dffigtrﬁed by Florence ,Claxton and the
uthor,

*CONTENTS.
PART 1.—Miscellaneous Poems and Prose Wrifings.

1. The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the Newspaper
Hditor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4. The Castle.—5. The
Ty of the Fat Man.—6. The LPoetry of Science.—7. How Hadji
Al Shacabac was l’hotogra}‘:hed. {A letter from Hadjl Al Shacabac,
a gentleman who visited Loudon on business connected with a
Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha Ben Buckram, Chief of the Col-
lege of Howliug Dervishes at Constantinople.)—8. The Tiay of the
Broad-Brimmed Hat.—9. St. Bride’s Bay.—10. The Lay of the
Market, Gardener.—11. * Fast Falls the Eventide.”—12. Our Raven.
—13. Materialistic Religion.—13. The Lay of the Photographer.—
14. How to Double the Utility of the Printiug I'ress.—16. The
Song of the Mother in-Law.—16. Wirbel-bewegung.—17. *‘ Poor Old
Joe!"—18, The Human Hive.—19. The Lay of the Mace-Bearers—
20. A Love Song.—32L. A Vision.—22, ““ Under the Limes.”—23. The
Angel of Silence.,

Pant 2.—The Wobblejaw Ballads, by Anthony Wobblgaws.'

24. The Public Analyst—25. General Grant's Reception at Folke-
gtone.—28. The Rifle Corps.—27. Tony’s Lament.—28. The July
Bug.—29. The Converted Carman.

OPINIONS OF THE PrEsg.
From Z7he Morning Post.

The Morning Post, which strongly recommends the book in a
review nearly a column long, says:—* Comic liferature which
honestly deserves the epithet seems to he rapidly becoming a
thing of the past; consequently any writer who, like Mr, fiarrison,
exhibits a genuine vein of humonr, descrves the praise of all who
are not too stulpid to enjoy an innocent laugh. Not that his muse
restricts hersclf only to such lighter utterances ; on the contrary,
some of hig poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings
of our comunon humanity. . . .'I'he unfortunate Iladji’'s narrative
of his adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite
one of the funniest things that has been published for years. ...
The hook contains quite enough to ensure it a welcome from
which its tasteful appearance will not detract.,” The Morning
Post says of The Wobblejaw Ballads:—* No one can help laughing
at them,” and it says that the rhymes are pitched in *“something
like the samc key” as 7he Bon Gaultier Ballads or The Diglow
Pogers, * with an appreclably successful result.”

From Zhe Court Journal.

¢ All arc of marked ability. ... Qccasionally we find verse of
great, beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure poetic
gitt.’ E

From The Graphic.

““Those who _can 3}Jpreciate genuine, unforeced humour should
not fail to read The Lazy Lays and Prose Imagrmngs. Written,
printed, published and reviewed by Williamn XI. Harrison (38, Great
Russell-street). Both the verscs and the short essays are really
funny, and in some of the latter there is a vein of genial satire
which adds piquancy to the fun.  2%e Lay of the Newspaper Editor
is capltal, if rather severe, and so is Zhe Lay of the Macebearers;
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk's account of how he
‘went to be photographed.”

From Public Opinion,

“ A volume of remarkably good verse, .., Some of the metrical
legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the
meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr.
Harrison, lowever, knows wherc to plant his fun, and an aceu~
rate gcientific mind like his can make jokes with success. . .. To
all who wish to read a é)lcasant volume magnificently potup as a
gift-book, we commend 2%e Lazy Lays.”

From The Bookseller.

““An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and
humorous fancies, some in verse and others in prose, and all
written with a finent and not ungraceful pen. The vein of
humowr which permeates them is genuine, rich, and original, and
not at all {ll-natured.”

From Nature.

« Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases allnded to,
and the imprint bears that the work is published ¢ A.D. 1877
(popular chronology) 5 AM. 5877 (Lorquemada) ; A.r. 50,800,077
(]}quley).’ We believe that our readers may derive a little
amusement from a perusal of the volume.”

From The British Journul of Photography.

¢ The Lazy Lays include many admirable pieces, some of which
are in verse and othcers in prose, soine scientific, others social, but
all of them excellent, . . . The Lazy Lays will make excellent and
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour. ... They con-~
tain nothing unrefined or in bad taste.”

From The Dublin University Mugazine.
s How Hadji Al Shacabac, an amlable Turk, was photographed,
is well done. . . . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design.”
¥rom The Photographic News.

¢ Mr. W, H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar in
connection with photographic and other scientific literature, has
considerable facility of versification, and deals, in pleasant and
humorous mood, with many scientific follies which are better
laughed down than gravely disputed.”

From 7The Scotsman.

“In Mr. W. H. Harrison's Lazy Loéys and Prose Imaginings
there is a good deal of broad humour and satiric power, with a due

foundation of solid sense.”

From T%e Bradford Daily Chyonicle.
“ Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. Harrison has produced
a most welcome book...¢ How Hadji al Shacabac was Photo~
graphed,” will be sure to make cvery readcr roar with laughter.”

From The Dundee Daily Advertiser.

# With such a free and easy authior it is naturally to be eXpected
that his subjects sliould bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn-
crasy, and indeed they are as free and easy as himself. ... The
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing.
««. The work is very elaborately bound in cloth and gilt.... A
gorgeons design upon the cover. .., If our readers wish to en-
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very
clever and versatile member of the order.”

From The Laverpool Daily Courier.

¢ In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Zazy Lays, Mr.
William X, Harrison provides a gift-book clegant in its appear~
ance and entertaining in its contents. . . . The author is imbued
with the true spirit of humeour, and amuses all while offending

none.
From The Western Daily Press (Bristol).

¢ A volume from the versatile pcn of Mr) W. H, Uarrison, a
well-known contributer to the London and provincial press, aud
editor of Zhe Spiritualist.. .. Many of the humorous poems re-
mind us of the Ijzioldsby Legends. The La}/ of the I‘ho:ograflzer
The Lay of the Macebearers, and some of Zhe Wobblejaw Ballads
would rot have been unworthy of Barham himself, Some of the
shorter poems are exquisite, and therc pervade the whole a reli-
gious sentiment and poetic feeling whicl will make them accept-
able to most readers.”

¥rom the daily Northern Whig (Belfast),

«The finest thing in the book is ¢ How lladji Al Shacabac wag
Photographed.’ It is an admirable addition to our not too ex-
tensive comic literature.. The story is onc of which extracts
would not give an adcquate idea; it is intensely humorous..,.
Those who wish to obtain a handsome gitt-book of an amusing
nature, will find what they want in 2% Lazy Lays.”

From The Byistol Daily Post.

A curious collection of verses and prosc essays of unequal
merit. . . . The serious and sentimental verses belong to the type
of Mrs. Hemaus’s or L. E. L.’s produetions.”

From T%e Kensington News.

It is ““ after the manncr of Barham, 1ood, Mark Twain, or any
of those merry souls who do quite as much good in their day and
gencration as the authors of the most serious works. 7he Lays
are always original, sometimes serious, generally comic, but
never valgar,”

From The Malvern News.

«1t is In itself a work of itsclf—original, and a cast of l¢s
author's mind. 1t is a work of great power and beauty; full of
lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in
tenderness and pathos ; sparkling with wit and humour; and one
that may be read many times over.,.The get-up of the book is

very handsome,”
From The Folkestone News.

<« A number of clever sketches and poems, among the latter
being a series of papers entitled Zhe Wabblgjaw Ballads, which
appeared in the columus of this paper a short tm&e ago,
and which created such a jurore at the time. [N.B3. dn
irate member oF the Town Council oficially called the atiention of
the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestons to the burlesques in'the
o Wobﬁylejiaw Ballads,” but the bers bled laughed at the
matter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that he
did not mind them.] ... %1t contains somo very choice poems
and prose cssays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an original
degign of 110 ordinary merit on the cover.’

Obtainable, price 7s. 6d., post free, at the Branch Office of the
Spiritualist Newspaper, London, W,C.
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OR

ANIMAL MAGNETISM,

By the late WM. GrugorY, M.D., F.R.8.E, Prafessor of
Chemistry at Edinburgh University,

Dedicated by the Author by Permission to His Grace
the Duke of Argyll.

The second and slightly revised and abridged edition, for
its quality and size the cheapest large work ever published
in this country in connoction with Spiritualism.
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