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SPIRITUALISM AND MODERN CULTURE.*
DY WILLIAM H, HARRISON,

Mr. Presipext, LaDIES, AND GENTLEMEN :—In human
society two antagonistic . forces are ceaselessly at work, the
one employed in building up, the other in pulling down,
The disintegrating power sweeps away institutions when
they become effete and corrupt, and sometimes does so before
that stage is reached; the constructive power erccts good
and bad institutions in the face of opposition, and sometimes
preserves those which are injurious to the community at
large. The extremec representatives of these two classes are
not usually of the highest mental capacity ; the one extreme
section can only tear down without being able to ercct any-
thing with officiency ; the other stubbornly resists every
attempt at improvement, and does so from a senseless
antipathy to reasonable change. The march of civilisation
and culture is along the line “which divides these two oppos-
ing powers, and the great men who publicly represent each
of the two great sections of thought arc never extreme in
their views, or they would be too Far from the central line
along Wh1ch alone the movement of the general body
pohtxc is practicable. That such is the case will be brought
home to the consciousness of those who make a study of The
British Legislature and its constituent clements, and these

same bmldlncr up and pulling down forces are at work ingside
Sp111tua11sm, as well as everywhere else.

The work of building up 18 more noble than that of dis-
integration. True it is that no human institution is perfect,
and that he who erccts any mental or material structure
soon sees within it certain faults, which he would take care
to avoid if ever he had to perform the same work over again.
Thesc faults are glaringly visible to those whose function it
18 to destroy, and who survey the defects in all useful work,
through magnifying glasses of a green colour. One of the
obJects, therefore, of the present paper, is to show that the
greatest services rendered to Spiritualism do not come from
those in our ranks who would like to sce Westminster
Abbey razed to the ground and a circus erected on its site,
and who would rejoice to see a flood of Vandalism overflow-
ing a culture, the outcome of the growth of ages. Another
obJect is to show that for Spiritualism to progress with
strength, it must do so by methods which ages of Truman
experlence have proved to be sound.

Spiritualism i expected by many of us to effect in course
of time great revolutions in human thought, and so, in my
opinion, it will, but not in the way that some of us expect.
Not by preachmd or by sending tracts from house to house
will the anticipated result be attained, not by singing hymnsg
or by listening, ina state of psychological semi-intoxication,
to utterances from the mouths of the garrulous, which
utterances, in nineteen cases out of twenty, are of inferior
religious and intellectual value to the writings of those of our
best thinkers who deal with the same subjects By preaching
and singing, the area of the movement may, indeed, be ex-
tended, as has been done in America, but the finest and the
governing minds in the nation will remain untouched by
such methods.

Science did not reach its present state of culture by the
talking and dreaming of its votaries, but by the step-by-step
hewing of granite blocks, in the shape of new truths, from
the great storehouse of nature, in the midst of the ridicule
of those who saw no use in each freshly-cut stone, and who
found it easy to look on and condemn whilst others laboured.
Thus, in the midst of opposition from the populace and from
the Church were the sciences of astronomy and geolog y built
up so strongly, that they are now safe from further injury
from the turbulent sea of ignorance around. The firmest

* A poper read on Thursday, last week, before the Brixton Psychological Society.

i)

and strongest development of Spiritualism must be made in
the same way, by the careful observation of its facts and
the unravelling of its laws, until we are able to say to the
intellectual world outside—¢¢ We have studied the mental and
physical phenomena in our midst; wehave classified them, and
can tell you theirnatureand their laws. Wecanshow you where
they fit on to your previously-acquired branches of know-
ledge. We can demonstrate the uses of that which we are
plepaled to teach, and give you a new philosophy of the
healing of the swk, the curing of the insane, the ultimate
constitation of matter, and the evolution of religious ideas.
We can also offer you evidence, adapted to the thoughtful
mind, of the reality of a life immortal for man.’

In the days of old, before 'the printing-press and the
electric telegraph had becrun their work, the establishment
of new truths was a slow process, and the fruits of the
shedding of the blood of martyrs were recognised centuries
after their work had been accomplished, when their memories
were publicly honoured by statues of stone, but privately
lived in the hearts of the people. Now, the march of events
is quicker. Harvey, as Professor Huxley pointed out a few
nights ago, was in his day manifestly bringing some great
truth into the world, as proved by the rancour displayed
against him by the contemporary press, but he lived to see
his scientific revelation established in the public mind. When
I heard these sentiments uttered, it occurred to me that the
speaker might have read some Tetters of his own in the re-
port of the Dialectical Society, with advantage. He added
that Darwin had lived to see his theory established. With
these and other precedents as a guide, it would seem that the
popular abuse of Spiritualism will not reign more than three
or four years longer. But this is a dwlessmn

The position alrcady mentioned which we should take in
relation to the cultured world, will not be firmly established
without much step-by-step, ploddm prosaic hard work,
If the ancient Egyptians and the Chaldean shepherds who
first thoughtfully observed the motions of the heavenly bodies,
had contented themselves with prayers and praises, with
giving way emotionally to the instinctive reverence for the
unknown which is a characteristic of simple-minded people,
astronomy would not have progressed as it did in those early
times. DBut they began the laborious work of recording the
facts, mapped the apparent paths of heavenly bodies, and
laid a good foundation for the more efficient cultivation of
astronomical science at the hands of Timocharis, Arystillug,
and Hipparchus. The fixed stars were catalogued, and in
course of time the Ptolemaic theory was evolved, to be over-
thrown by that of Copernicus when more facts had been
collected: The telescope was invented; by laborious processes,
by the study of fact after fact, it was made achromatic, and

in the same hard plodding way improvement after improve-

ment was introduced, until by means of good instruments,
micrometrical measurements, the logical use of mathematics
and observed facts, an altitude has now been reached which
could never have been gained by drawing upon the inner con-
sciousness. Sun and system, and myriads of stellar worlds
are familiar to the man who reigns as high priestin a modern
observatory, He can tell of suns unnumbered moving
through space with attendant worlds at velocities which the
mind cannot grasp, and of distances so great that some of
the stars in the heavens which we observe to-night may
have been blotted out of existence one or two years ago, be-
cause the light from them which reaches our eyes, has been
more than that time travelling to our little earth—our little
grain of mustard-seed in the universe—at a speed of 186,000
miles a second.

‘What revelations by man’s inner congciousness could have
demonstrated so much of the giory of God, as these results
of slow honest work? The German poet tells how God
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called up in dreams a man into the vestibule of heaven,
saying, ¢ Come thou hither and see the glory of My house.”
And to the servants who stood around His throne He said:
¢ Take him, undress him from his robes of flesh; cleanse
his vision, and put a new breath into his nostrils, only
touch not with any change his human heart, the heart that
weeps and trembles.” Tt was done, and with a mighty
angel for his guide, away from the terraces of heaven they
wheeled into endless space. And the poet tells Liow they
passed through eternities of twilight which revcaled but
were not revealed; how they passed suns and systems
guickening under prophetic motions from God; how a cry
arose that systems more mysterious, that worlds more
billowy, other hecights and other dcpths werc coming, were
necaring, were at hand. Then the man sighed, and stopped,
shuddered, and wept,  Ilis overladen heart uttered itgelt in
tears, and he said, ¢ Angel, I will go no farther, for the
spirit of man acheth with this infinity. Insufferable is the
glory of God. Let me lie down in the grave and hide me
from the persecution of the Infinite, for end, I sce, there is
none.” And from all the listening stars that shone around
issued a choral voice—¢¢ The man speaks truly; end is there
nonc that ever yet we heard of.” Then the angel threw up
his glorious hands to the heaven of heavens, saying, ¢ End
i3 there nonc to the universe of God. Lo! also, there is no
beginning.”

This vista could not have been opened to the mind
of the poet without the previous revelations of science;
and by science, and by scientific methods, plead I,
must Spiritualism build itsclf up with strength to bring
within its ranks the cultured of our race. It must
patiently accumulate each little fact after fact, of
which we can no more see the immediatc value, than Gal-
vani when investigating the cause of the motions of the
limb of a dead frog, anticipated that his work would ulti-
mate in the electric telegraph ; or that the experiments in his
kitchen would ultimate in one upon the broad Atlantic, in
which the Great Eastern, laden with all the most delicate
appliances which modern scicntific culture could devise, set
sail from the shores of Ireland, attended by two men-of-war,
to place the Old and New Worlds in instantaneous com-
munication with each other. I well remember the scene, as,on
a summer’s morning, with the port of Valencia dimly visible
on the horizon, the leviathan ship, with her attendants,
started for America with the slender thread (just attached
to the heavy shore end) running out over the stern. The
excitement of those who witnessed the scene was too deep
for words, and must have resembled that which agitated the
minds of those present at the departure of Columbus from
the little port of Palos to explore what some supposed to be
to the westwards a shoreless sea.

Illogical speculators dislike that study of facts which
results in scientific culture. Let Spiritualists take the
decided stand of encouraging the investigating method to
the utmost, and in this respect let us avowedly and practi-
cally separate ourselves from the position of the narrower
religious sects,

Come we now to art culture. If new religious or scientific
ideas have a tendency to degrade the fine arts, to that extent,
at all events, are they reprehensible. I hope that the in-
tolerant spirit of the Puritans which induced the British Par-
liament, in the time of Cromwell, to sell off the collection
of valuable paintings made by Charles I., because some of
the pictures represented the Virgin Mary, and expressed
theological ideas not their own, will never finda parallel inside
Spiritualism. Rather let us encourage art in every possible
way by making it abranch of education, and by strengthening
the hands of its more deserving professors. I hope that in
our buildings, when we possess any, the square box style of
architecture of the majority of Welsh chapels will be avoided,
and think that more especially in the construction of that
first public hall for Spiritualists which is looming in the
distance, should care be taken to prove to the public that
we are a body in whose midst art can flourish to its fullest
extent. As one of our trance mediums (Thomas Lake Harris)
once said, when under inspiration :—

The swallow’s nest of mud beneath the eaves
Holds not the white swan’s golden feathered brood.,
If thou wouldst make thy thoughts, O man, the home

Where other minds may habit, build it large.
Make its vast roof translucent to the skies

And let the upper glory dawn thereon,

Till morn and evening, circling round, shall drop
Their jewelled plumes of sun-flames and of stars.
Build thou that home upon a mountain-top
‘Where all the free winds shall have space to blow.
Open its casements to the Bast and Wost,

To North and South, to Greece and Palestine,
Let all sweet flowers bloom in its green retreats ;
Let every wild-bird find sweet welcome there ;
And everything that shares the Lreathing joy
Of universal air and earth, be free

Of thy well-ordered empire, and inlay

With precious gems, with diamond and white pearl,
And blood-red ruby, and green emerald,

The sumptuous pavement till it shines afar
Like the Apocalyptic shrine, whose walls

Of massive light from Earth and Sun received
All varying lustres, and diffused their beams.
Fresco its inner halls with all that Art

E’er pictured of the beautiful, but still

Let nature freely come to see that Art

Hath rightly drawn her perfect loveliness.

Fill the grand halls with statues of old time,
Let Gods and Demi-gods and Heroes range
With Goddesses and Graces. Let the Saints,
And Seers, and Sages, and tho valiant throng
Of modern Heroes, aud the éver young

And ever tuneful Poets of all elimes,

And Hierophants of all religions, have

Their place among them, some in silver carved,
Some in the Parian marble; some in gold ;

Each symbolising that interior trnth

Or outward use he lived, taught, acted, sung

Or sought to live, or act, or sing, that meun,
Fired by that pure ideal, may become

Gods, and the Earth a new-born Paradise,

Let Dante sing from out his Middle Age;

And Machiavelli, with his subtle skill

TUnveil the craft of Tyrants ; nor forget

The richly-floweréd muse of Camoens ;

Or love-lays born of Lurope’s loyal heart
Chanted by Troubadours in sweet Provence.

Gather the ripe fruit of all Sciences

Until thy plenteous hoard gleams rich and rare
With clustered branches of Hesperian gold.

Let every Art stand in its perfect form,

And preach the Gospel of Invention to

The eager intelleet. ¢ More Light ! More Light!”
Be this thy motto; voke the patient years

To plough the fallow fields of History

For buried treasures, gems and precious coins,
And marbleg, that shall come from out the dust
To tell liow beautiful Antiquity

Sat on her ivory throne ; how looked, how spake
The Hero-ages of departed time.

Then, when thy mind grows like the purple Fast
‘With dawn-fires from the Sun of light, go forth,
And, in that rich and eminent domain,

Gather together all sweet Charities,

And bid them dwell with thee. In that fair home
Let Freedom rule, and, having won the world

In winning its transcendent essence, give

That world, thy heart, thy life away in love.

Although art was brought to such perfection by the
ancient Greeks that cverything produced by the hands of
that people seemed steeped in beauty, presenting a marked
contrast to the numerous vulgarities of the external London
of to-day—the outward expression of the highest ideals of a
money-grubbing people—it does not appear that the decadence
of Grecian art was duc to the inroads of the vastly inferior
early Christian art which overspread Europe. Greece, with
its art, went down under the influence of despotism and cx-
travagance. 1t may be that its culturc was not really lost,
but distributed over a wider area. As a case in point, I may
here mention that although mesmerism has apparently died
out, for it hasmade little external sign for ten or fifteen years,
I, a few years ago, found on inquiry that in private its ad-
herents abound, that it has all along been widely practised.

Let us have the highest moral culture in our midst, and
lead lives which shall force slander and envy to shrink into
theirdens abashed. Let usnotbe afraid to run the risk of fall-
ing in a good cause, rather than by preference, rising in a bad
one. Let us not make compromises between right and wrong,
between good and evil, for the sake of anignoble peace, but
when the path of duty is clear, take it unflinchingly, leaving
the results to a higher power. The compromising spirit
never produces such men as Dunedin’s provost :—
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A brave old man was he,

Of ancient name and knightly fame,
And chivalrous degree.

He ruled our city like a lord
And brooked no equal here,

Yet ever for the townsmen’s rights,
Stood up ’gainst prince and peer.

More of this chivalric spirit is needed in these milk-and-
water enervating times, and nceded too in women as well as
in men. Where now can onc find any Flora Macdonald to
give heart and hand in support of that which she believes to
be true, rather than to ignobly sail with the vulgar tide?
There may be a few, but few indeed are they.

Lastly, religious culture demands attention, and in this I
think that we are advancing in more rapid strides than the
rest of the world, A final creed absolutely prohibits growth;
it says to its devotees :—¢ Thus far shalt thou go, and no
farther ; outside these limits you must neither think nor
speak.” Thus is growth prohibited, except among those
whose minds have developed in spite of external pressure,
until they are obliged to burst the chains of unhallowed
authority ; they then fly to the other extreme, become
scientific materialists or secularists, and adopt the demoralis-
ing system of living only for the body and for this life.
Such men often lead good lives, but they do it in spite of
their creed. The scientific materialistis somewhat akin in his
nature to a Spiritualist. He searches the field of mature,
reverently cxhwmes truths which in their ultimates are
beyond his reach, outgrows the narrow cramping creeds of
the time, but, having nothing much better to put in their
place, treats them with partial respect, yet in times of
severe trial sends up a wail, a supplication, to the Unknown
God. Such are not far from Spiritualism. Little of the
persecuting influence comes from them, although false ideas
about them have been established by a few inferior indi-
viduals in their ranks. The secularists are of another order.
They are a religious sect, fighting for a dogma, possessing
no knowledge of the nature of * matter” so far as it is
revealed by the experiments of Clerk Maxwell, Thomson,
and others, but clinging to fancies of their own with which
they have encrusted the word. Culture would not neces-
sarily flourish under their rule any more than under the
control of the Puritans; they are a ponderous, matter-of-
fact body, deficient—as Mr. Markley has well pointed out—
in the poetical sentiment. They arc among those already
mentioned who would make short work with Westminster
Abbey, and who could never say within its walls or cloisters,
A feeling sad came o’er me as I trod the sacred ground,

Where Tudors and Plantagenets were lying all around ;

I stepped with noiseless foot as though the sound of mortal tread,

l\Iigh(t'i bl:lrSt the bands of the dreamless sleep that wraps the mighty
ead.,

They understand beefsteaks and dollars, but with few
exeeptions they appreciate poetry as much as they do the
hieroglyphies of the prehistoric Mexicans.

As regards the religions influence of Spiritualism, already
have the phenomena proved the fact of human immortality ;
the fear of death has been abolished ; the proof given that
miracle is no test of the truth of a doctrine; much of the
philosophy of revelation has been laid bare, and the social
and other forces which influence the growth of religions have
been presented in action for study.

To sum up. Let it be ours to build even with the neces-
sary admixture of a little crror, rather than to pull down,
Let us encourage culture of every kind in our midst, and
take care that that which is of home growth shall contrast
favourably with culture of the same order ontside Spiritualisro.
Let us spend more time in working than in singing and preach-
ing ; let us have peace at home, and avoid that contention
with the outside world which necessarily rcsults from trying
to drag in antagonistic disbelievers by the necks and heels ;
rather than this, let us so improve ourselves that they shall
come knocking at our doors asking for admittance. Finally,
let us survey the whole human race with an undying love,
even thongh we be misunderstood in our time, and forced by
the crrors of men to yield the body to the grave, and the
spirit to God who gave it.

B e e e

Ox Sunday next, February 24th, at 7 p.m., Mr. J. J. Morse will
deliver a trance address in the Athenzeum, Temple-street, Birmingham ;
subject—** Spiritualism as found in the New Testament.”

INTELLECTUAL SPIRITUALISM.

BY J. T. MARKLEY.

It has been remarked, how seldom the front-rank scientific
witnesses speak out in conncction with Spiritualism. The
cause is not far to scek. If such pre-eminent believers in
the phenomena, as Messrs. W. Crookes, C. F. Varley, A. R.
Wallace, and the well-known influential list of learncd
worthies identified with this subject, do not join in a popular
propaganda, they are to be excused on many grounds.
Readers of this journal need not be reminded of the many
“men of faith’’ in the Spiritualistic ranks., With the hot
cmotional enthusiasm of almost Methodist excitement, the
“men of faith” yield easily to those legerdemain scandals
which so often disgrace the movement. Sham ¢ medinms”
quickly read the pre-dispositions of such masculine-gender
old ladies; and the calmly cautious investigators have to
blush for periodical and successful imposture. This, in
itself, is a lamentable fact. Names of world-wide weight
are thus habitually lost to the cumulative evidencs of
Psychological inquiry; and the testimony of famous men
creeps forth only in a stage whisper. Other important
personages—chiefly Litterateurs—stand aside, as dispas-
sionate and non-emphatic watchmen, simply because
of radical sneers at historic religions. Our noble friends
3. C. Hall, Dr. Maurice Davies, and scores, of whom they
are but the conspicuous spokesmen, maintain & reserve as
determined as it is disastrous. Few sensible Spiritualists
would cling to the feeble theological platform of orthodoxy.
But to assume direct antagonism to the unmatched moral
sweetness of Christ, and Ilis mountain-side precepts, is to
make phenomenal and philosophical Spiritualism a mere
vulgar, clay-god worship ; or to level it down to the intense
¢ flesh and blood,” hot-dinner creed, of Mr. Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant, If, therefore, we are to estimate the full
force of intellectual Spiritualism in England and on the
Continent, we must first bind great and original thinkers
together in a rare confraternity of other world aspiration ;
with the undying charm of spirituelle affinity, to cement
and consolidate the holy alliance. When the Times gave
half a page, five years ago, to séance records and discussion,
the intellectual champions of Spiritualism came boldly to
the front, and amazed lettered society by a surprising united
testimony. We only need cautiousness, culture, and un-
impeachable character, for a repetition of such interest and
encouragement.

Let Spiritualists combine to stamp out impostors, and
the counterfeit article, and the most widely important of all
anxious studies, “ If a man die, shall he live again?’ will
soon absorb the attention of all thoughtful people. A sign
of this ingeniously screened interest may be noted in the
public prints of the day. Editors and literary contributors
in magazines, newspapers, and other organs of the press,
occasionally betray a profound intellectual leaning towards
psychological experiment, and towards the marvellous
evidence of trained experts whose cool words, and premicre
character raise the question at once to the highest status
of respectability. London correspondents of provincial
daily papers, gossip writers in ‘“society” journals, ani
the far from ghostly Aancurs of influential reviews cou-
tinually essay faint fun about Dr. Slade, D. D. Howme, Dr.
Monck, and a thousand dancing mahogany tables, simply
to advertise a subject in which all but tools are interested ;
even Punch takes Spiritualisin between his nose and chin,
occasionally to kiss as well as curse it; and the merry con-

Jréres of Tom Taylor catch up, if with a crackling laugh,

the latest edition of the séznce room apparitions. Added to
this, in editorial comments, written with the slowness of
dissolving doubt, and feeling abroad for the *¢opinion”
which newspapers reflect, but cannot originally inflict, we
see the possible drift of cultured thought in the direction of
a theme now too well buttressed to be pushed aside, evaded,
or contemptuously despised. The moral of the sitnation is
obvious. When—in a few years—the nakedness of honest
and verified experiment causes thoughtful men cvery-
where to throw off the mask and testify to what they really
know about Spiritualistic investigation, the array of eminent
and honourable persons will give the movement the most

i commanding distinction. DMeanwhile, would it not be wise
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to prepare for an intellectual future experience, as referring
to this question, by cnltivating those gifts and graces in
mind and morals, which will give a nobler welcome to the
coming issues of this new faith ?

Pcterborough,

SPIRIT IDENTITY.
BY G. L. DITSON, M.D.

Bereving that at this time when the identification of
spirits, so called, is o much mooted question, anything
which gives strong presumptive evidence that spirits can be
identified, might interest the public, I record the following
facts :—

A beautiful young lady, the wife of an officer of the United
States” army, passed from her earth-life soon after marriage.
Jer piano, guitar, and daguerreotype were inherited by my
fumily, and became household treasures. One evening three
of us—one of the IPox sisters, Mrs. Ditson and myself—
were sitting in my parlour in the dark near the said piano,
when Mrs. Ditson felt on the top of her head a hard sub-
stance which foll at once down into her lap and thence to
the floor. What could it be? Whence came it? Iow
conld it have come? The medinm, one of whose hands I
held, had not moved. Iresently, something came upon
my arm and made its way down into my hand. Ieeling
it, I discovered it to be a picture-case, one (supposed) of
quite a number containing daguerreotypes and photographs
which we had left upon a table in another part of the room.
The question now was: What miniature portrait did it con-
tain?  Several guesses were hazarded, when there was
spelled out by raps: ¢“One whom you love, but have never
seen.” Light was produced, and on opening the case, the
likeness of the young lady referred to was found. I had
never seen her, but had learned to love through her picture,
and, through testimony, her many amiable qualities, and I
regretted her too early sad death, -

At another time a delicate hand (supposed to be that of
the above-named bride), though not distinctly outlined,
was seen playing the guitar, the handle of which projected
out beyond the table under which it had been placed. I say
the hand was not distinctly outlined ; this was rather be-
cause the intense brilliancy of the central light of which it
seemed to be composed made the configuration imperfect
to the human sight.

Last Sunday evening, on calling at the house of a friend,
I found a small gathering of Spiritualists, among whom was
a woman who was considered to be quite a good trance
medium. Though this person knew me quite well, I do not
think she could possibly have known any thing of my
family relations; not enough to have cnabled her to express
herself as she did. When entranced, she described a
number of individuals, giving names that were generally
recognised. Fre long she announced ¢“ Susan’ as present.
One of the company said that she had a relative in the spirit
world who was called Susy. The medium made no response.
I then said, without thinking for a moment that I should
have a favourable answer, ¢ May it be my aunt Susan?”
Immediately the mediom extended to me her hand and
shook mine cordially. Now, she could not, I am quite sure,
have known that this was the name of #%¢ one whom I loved
but had never seen.”

Returning home, Mrs. Ditson and myself sat alone at our
little ¢ spirit table,” which tips and slides about in a manner
expressive to #s of the presence of certain individuals. The
right hand corner, for instance, slides around, tips, and
presses against me for iy spirit mother; the other corner
does the same for the aforesaid Aunt Susan, As soon as we
were seated, 1 asked if my mother had appeared and given
her name at the séance from which I had just come. The
table tipped ¢ No.” I asked if my brother had thus mani-
fested himself there; and again came, ‘“ No.,” I then said,
“Did Aunt Susan?” The left-hand corner glided around
to me at once, pressed me warmly, and said almost, if not
gnite as emphatically as if expressed in words: “ Yes; the
one you love, but liave never seen.”

These facts seem to me to confirm that the veritable spirit
of the young lady, naturally attracted to my faunily, to my
houschold, by circumstances partially explained above, did
manifest herself in the first instance as stated, and did con-

firm her presence and individuality by her subscquent de-
monstrations.

If we are in any instance ever to be subject to ¢ goblins
damned,” should we be unreasonable if we claim that there
must first be conditions favouring suck a subjugation ; and if
we by pure lives, simple diet, holy aspirations, cannot hold
ourselves aloof from such influences, should we not be
justified in believing that God’s authority in this universe is
overruled ?

Some time since a wealthy gentleman, a Mr, D., editor of
one of our most popular periodicals, called on me and
related the following circumstances. As he has himself,
partially at least, made them public, he will not consider it
a betrayal of his confidence if T repeat them here. -

A girl whom we will call Mabel, who proved herself to be
possessed of many very estimable qualities, on leaving
school visited Mr. D.’s office seeking employment. A place
was given her, and she soon became a valuable assistant,
devoting herself with much zeal to the editor’s interest,
evidently in heartfelt gratitude for the aid afforded her, and
by which she could help to support a widowed mother, A
few short years passed, when she sickened and died, greatly
to the grief of her sincere friend, her employer, wlio
thenceforth, whenever opportunity offered, sought to com-
mune with her gentle spirit. One day, at the house of a
clergyman whose wife was a medium, he obtained, he
belicved, a communication from her. She said (granting it
to be our Mabel), that if he wounld go to Mumler’s and have
his photograph taken, she would appear on the plate with
him ; and, to make evident to him that it was herself, she
would appear in a favourite striped dress, and with a
wreath upon her head. Te of course went to the photo-
grapher’s, and the result was as promised. She was uot
only present, but so bent over him in an affectionate atfi-
tude that her cheek obscured a portion of his forehead.
She wore, too, the wreath, and though the small photograph
does not show the stripes in the dress, Mr. D. told me that
an enlarged one, which he had had made from it, does show
them. TFurthermore, between this picture and the one taken
before her death there is a striking, an unmistakable
resemblance, Of this last statement I am positive, for a
copy of each was sent to me; and being framed and hung
(with many other so-called spirit pictures) in my dining-
room, are often before me. The story, however, is not yet
complete. When Mr. D. was in this city he called upon a
worthy young medium, of a private family, who knew
nothing of his reasons for seeking her. She described to
him, in a most satisfactory manner, he told me, his lost
Mabel, then claiming to be present. Mr. D. added also,
that whenever and wherever he had been enabled to obtain
a séance with a trustworthy medinm, DMabel invariably
satisfied him of her presence.

There appears to me no good, plausible way of account-
ing for all this, except upon the commonly-received spiritual
hypothesis ; unless we say, as perhaps the Theosophists
will, that the medium read in our minds, the characters, as
we contemplated them, of our fair departed ones ; or, in the
affair of the photograph, projected npon the plate, from the
album, the figure desired by the mourning editor, thus
rendering the actual presence of the dear Mabel wholly un-
necessary.

Albany, United States of America, Jan. 17th, 1878,

P S S S e e R

Mr. Brrxs HurcaisoN writes from Cape Town, South Africa :—
“The Malay priests in this place use a kind of magie, after the style
of the Indian Fakivs”' Some details, the result of personal observa-
tion, would be of interest.

CnrISTIAN W ARFARE.~ The Times’ correspondent gives the following
““terribly suggestive” fragments of eonversation which might for
months past have been overheard in hundreds of drawing-rooms in
St. Petersburg.—‘ Poor A! he has just heard that his only son has
been kilted in the Shipka Pass!” ¢ You kunow dear young Madame
B, who was married only a few wnonths ago? Sle is already a
widow!”  “Is not this war too horcible? IHave you read to-day
the deseription of the way in which our poor wounded soldiers are
tortured aud mutilated 77 ¢ Misg (. is veally to Le pitied; she has
three brothers before Plevna, and has not heard of them for a
month.' ¢ Madame D. was too late; her husband was already dead
when she arrived at Bucharest.” ‘¢ How is thie E. family to exist now
that their father has been killed 7”7 Who ean say that non-combatants
have not as intense an iuterest in the maintenanee of peace ag those
who actually take the field i—IFomen's Suffraye Journal,
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MR. FELT AND THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

BY JOHN STORER COBB, TREASURER TO THE TIEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OF
NEW YORIK.

In the columns of No. 285 of your valuable paper, I have
seen some editorial remarks upon the Theosophical Society
of New York. In these strictures you lay considerable stress
upon the fact that, with respect to some expected manifesta-
tions by Mr..George H. Felt, the president of the society,
in his opening address, held out hopes which have not been
realised.

Permit me to say that, in the address referred to, the
anticipations expressed were based upon statements made by
Mr. Felt himself, and by his professions and promises were
fully justified. The non-realisation was beyond the control
of the president or of the society. Mr. Felt entered into a
definite undertaking to deliver his lectures and exhibit his
experiments. Though I do not feel at liberty to give the
precise nature of the arrangements made, I have no seruple
n stating that they were in accordance with Mr. Felt’s own
propositions, and, as may naturally be supposed, were ex-
ceedingly favourable to him. Time and place were named,
and the former more than once altered to suit the lecturer’s
convenicnce, One lecture was delivered twice (much to the
surprise and disappointment of the aundience on the second
occasion ), but beyond that Br. Felt did not go.

As to the merits of the question between the Occultists
and the Spiritualists, I am scarcely competent to enter into
the discussion. Nor 18 it necessary that I should do so.
Colonel Olcott and Madame DBlavatsky are well able to
champion the views which they advocate, and “M.A. Oxon.,”
yourself, and others, are fully equal to the task of pursuing
the other side of the question. It does appear to me, how-
ever, that the chasm between you is not impassable. The
great difference between you seems to lie principally in a
matter of terms, and of an order of causes and their sequences.
Each is very far in advance, both as to doctrines and system,
of the hitherto accepted religious dogmatic teachings; and
it is to be earnestly hoped that, although minor differences
of opinion may exist (as, indeed, they must among any com-
munity of persons possessing claims to intellectnal attain-
ments or possibilities), hands will be joined to help forward
and carry to fruition the good cause, and that the examples
of so-called Christian sects under similar circumstances may
not be followed.

London, Fobruary 15th, 1878,

THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT.

BY PROFESSOR ALEXANDER WILDER, M.D,,VICE-PRESIDENT OF TIIE THEOSOPIIICAL
SOCIETY OF NEW YORK,

In 7%e Spiritualist of December 27, 1877, there is a com-
munication from Mr. Desmond G. TFitz-Gerald, M.S.Tcl. K.,
purporting to criticise a statement of Col. H. 8. Oleott, in
regard to the views of the Theosophists. Somewhat of a
lack of candour appears in the mode of rendering Col. Olcott’s
language. When the attempt is made to state a man’s words in
another form of speech, there shonld be care taken that the
new expression be the precise equivalent of the other, One
may make such a statement in a very plausible manner, ad
captandum ; but when he neglects this caution, he does
nothing for the truth, but against it. Mr. Fitz-Gerald
appears to me to have crred in this respect.

“What Col. Olcott calls the elementals,”” Mr, Fitz-
Gerald remarks, ‘‘he calls also ¢the forces of nature,’—
modern science calls modes of energy, and equates to

v 2 3
m. h = m. 57 .
In this matter there is one very definite distinction. The
forces of naturc though ¢¢errant, unthinking, and soulless,”
are not [ifeless, but are operated by a power superior to

themselves. The phrase ¢ modes of energy *’ docs not meet
.. o . 1
this idea; for it is more properly equated, m. 1 = m. —; and

comes lmmediately within the definition of half-truths—
phenomena without an adequate cause. The aim of Theo-
sophical exploration is beyond that. The ¢ exact science™
which will not acknowledge God or spiritnal existence, be-
cause it has not measured cither with a plumbline, or put it
in a crucible, and i3 more incapable of doing so than the
Dauaides were of dipping out the ocean, is hardly competent to

be umpire. It may, in its own sphere, be a usefnl auxiliary.
But we can yield it no high respect in its pretensions, when
it endeavours to oust the priest from the temple and God
from His shrine, to instal itself as Pope and Supreme Pontifl
over human faith, It may practise black magic with
‘¢ potential encrgy,” and even enchain men’s intellects to
blind materialism—which now seems to be its outcome. But
the true scicntistis always a Theosophist first of all. ¢ Exact
knowledge ” can properly be nothing less than the yvwos
Tov ovtwv—the knowledge of things as they are; and the
modern science which deals only with phenomena can never
pass the limit of what Paul denominates ‘‘temporal,” and
the Bastern sage, ¢ IlNusion.” That flaw in its system can
be remedied only by that science which in the noble expres-
sion of Dr. Wyld, ““reveals to us a knowledge of the world
which now is, that which is to come, demonstrating that the
spirit of man is supreme over matter, and therefore im-
mortal.”

Theosophy is doctrine for the learned rather than dogmas
for the unlcarned, as our excellent brother, Hurrychund
Chintamon, has felicitously expressed it. There is no
antagonism to modern science where it has any real exactness;
but it cannot be founded on or connected with the dogmas of
the latter wherein these are so doubtful that two scientists will
not agree, or wherein they need to be revised after profounder
explorations, If ¢ Modern Science,” therefore, will not keep
within its legitimate province, it will be—if not behind the
times, at least—an infinite way short of that real trutb,
which knows no ¢ times.”

T must acknowledge a little surprise that another writer in
the same number, charged that the assumption had been
made ¢ that form-manifestations are caused by the soul
(meaning what we call spirit) leaving the body.” I have
neither had nor desired an experience with doppels myself.
It is my bent to learn myself and the cosmos around me by
the testimonies which are more normally supplied to me,
rather than to disturb the manes of the dead. Spirits just
cmerging into new modes of existence are likely to De too
much and too well employed, to render it proper for me to
meddle with them and their vicissitudes. Such things I
leave for those who ¢‘ know God in parts,”

A preciger diction should be employed by those who de-
sire to know spiritual science. The incorrect habit of term-
ing the spirit sow/ has promoted a looseness of idea, which
is often very pitiable. In the Hebrew and Christian sacred
writings, the soul was made an entity disfinct from the
spirit. It was the self, the seat of sensation, emotion, pas-
sion ; and in its lower tendencies was allied with ¢ the heart”
or “flesh.” Mence Paul says ¢ The first man was a living
soul.” The spirit was the divine part, as declared by Paul
in his Fepistle to the Galatians iv. 16, 22—25.

The Hellenian and Ionian philosophers employed other
designations for this part of our nature, It was denomi-
nated nous, generally translated mind, though not signifying
mind ag the term 1s commonly used. It seems to have been
an Egyptian designation of divinity, nout or noof. Anaxa-
goras employs it in that sense. Hence Menander applies it
to the diviner part of man: ¢ The overshadowing of the
nous or mind is our daimon or divinity. A divinity (demon)
is placed with every man to be his initiator into the arcana
of life; itis good, for no divinity (daimon) thinks ill, setting
at nought the life of excellence ; the divinity (daimon) needs
all things to be good.”

The Orphic writer is a little more definite: ¢ The Father
placed the mind (zous) in the soul, and the soul in the
sluggish body.” :

Plutarch asserts that the soul—the psychical entity—never
leaves the body, but only the deemon or spiritual double
which has its abode in the upper part of the head. It holds
the soul above the fleshly passions in the spiritnal man ;
but the sensual man immerses the soul in the flesh and so
dies.

I have been a little prolix, but as I understand Colonel
Olcott’s exposition, he said precisely what I have just ex-
pressed in other terms; and the critic absolutely misunder-
stood liim.

In the first disembodiment, at deat’, the soul goes out
with the light of the spirit, but sometimes is suiliciently
enveloped with earthy or corporeal particles as to be able to
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become visible to clear-seeing persons, sometimes to make a
voice heard, and certainly to impinge the thought. But
this condition is not or should not be lasting. While the
two entities remain together, the person is a glost or demon
capable of going about the earth for good or evil, and In-
fluencing the acts and thoughts of those en rapport with him.
But in due time the two are separated as by another dying,
and the good repair to heavenly places,
Newark, New Jorsey, United States, February 1, 1878.
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A SEANCE WITH MR. EGLINTON.

Last Saturday night, at a private séance held at the house
of Mrs. Makdougall-Gregory, 21, Green-street, Grosvenor-
square, London, Mr. Eglinton was the medium. In the
dark, while the hands of the sitters, including those of Mr.
Eglinton, were interlinked, an arm-chair from another part
of the room was floated over the heads of the sitters, and
deposited on the table. Lights of a phosphorescent appear-
ance, but without smoke or smell, and objectively visible to
all the siticrs, moved round the outside of the circle : they
usually first appeared in the neighbourhood of the medium.
Sometimes luminous words were seen, resembling such as
might be produced by a phosphorescentlight behind letters cut
in an opaque diaphragm ; these floated freely about while the
medium was held. Faintly illuminated spirit-heads were ocea-
sionally seen by all present. Towards the close of the séance,
after the sitters had taken fresh places, we held Mr. Eglinton
by both his hands, as he sat npon a sofa at one side of the
room ; a form, the upper part of which was dimly visible
by its own light, then appeared about a yard off, and went to
the sitters, who were in a row, with their Liands joined, three
or four yards off, at the other side of the room, wherc the
form spoke to them and touched them, while the outline of
its head was still dimly visible occasionally.

A SEANCE WITH MRS. BASSETT.

Last Tuesday night, a private séance with Mrs. Bassett, of
9, Chobham-terrace, Stratford, E., was held at Miss Ottley’s,
41, Denbigh-street, Belgrave-road, London. The first part
of the sitting took place in the dark. While Mrs, Bassett’s
hands were held by Miss Ottley on the one side, and Mr.
Inglefield on the other, a living materialised hand moved
about for a few minutes, touched all the sitters either on the
face or hands in turn, and rang a bell. We saw it as it
passed in front of one of the windows through the closed
curtains of which some fecble glimmering of light found its
way ; the arm of the hand had a sleeve. The remarkable
voices, which are a chief characteristic of Mrs. Bassett’s
mediumship, occupied most of the time during this part of
the sitting.

After Mrs. Bassett has been sitting for half an hour in
the dark, or not long enough to tire her, the spirits having
got up the power, can usually prodnce phenomena in the
light. Last Tuesday, after the dark séunce, Mrs. Dassett,
Miss Jimmett, and Mr. Inglefield sat round a little table in
the centre of the drawing-room, by the light of a candle
two yards from them. Strong raps came again and again
from the little table, also from the floor, and the chairs of
two of the sitters. Mrs. Bassett then withdrew her hands
from the table, but strong raps still came from the top of
it, and an arm-chair, about a yard in front of her, which
nobody was touching, took a run of about eighteen inches
towards her.

Mrs. Bassett had never cntered the house before in her
life. Séances in the light, such as she could give if she
cnltivated her powers sufficiently to obtain the phenomena
with certainty, are much wanted in this country.

Mrs. EmMA HARDINGE BRIT1EX has left the United States, to
deliver trance lectures in Australia,

SLATE-WRITING phenomena are uow developing to a large extent
among Australian medinmas,

Ox Monday next, at 7.45 p.m., at the usual fortnightly meeting of
the National Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Ilussell-street,
London, Miss Kislingbury will read a paper entitled—*¢ Writing Me-
dinmship in relation to Spirit Identity.” Some remarkable cases will
be brought forward, taken from foreign gources, and which are not
generally familiar to Iinglish readers.
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$Petv Books,

Tue new book by ¢“M.A., Oxon,” on Psychography, is
rapidiy approaching completion. It contains much strong -
evidence demonstrating the reality of the phenomena, well
put together by an able writer. The following is a synopsis
of the contents of the work :(—

SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS.

List of Works bearing on the Subject.

DPreface.

Introduetion.

Psychography in the Past: Guldenstubbé —Crookes.

Personal Experiences in Private, and with Public Psychics.

General Corroborative Evidence.

I.—That Attested by the Senses :—

1. Of Sight—Evidence of—Mr. E. T, Bennett, 2 Malvern Reporier,
Mer. James Burns, Mr. H. D. Jencken.

2. Of Hearing.—Evidence of—Mr. Serjeant Cox, Mr. George IKing,
Mz, Hensleigh Wedgwood, Canon Mouls, Baroness Von Vay, G, I,
Adshead, W. P. Adshead, E. H. Valter, J. L. O’'Sullivan, lipes
Sargent, James O. Sargent, John Wetherbee, H. B. Storer, C. A. Green-
leaf, Public Committee with Watkins.

II.—ZFrom the Writing of Languages Unknown lo the Psyehic :—

Ancient Greek—Ividence of Hon. R. Dale Owen and Mr. Blackbwn
(Slade) ; Dutch, German, Irench, Spanish, Portuguese (Slade);
Russian—Evidence of Madame Blavatsky (Watkins); Romaic—
Evidence of T. T.Timayenis (Watkins) ; Chinese (Watkins).

IIY.—Zrom Special Tests which Preelude Previous Preparation of
the TWriting :—

Psychics and Conjurers Contrasted ; Slade before the Research Com-
mittee of the British National Association of Spiritualists; Slade Tested
by C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci.; ISvidence of—Rev. J. Page Hopps, W.
H. Harrison, and J. Seaman (Slade); Writing within Slates securely
screwed together—Evidence of Mrs. Andrews and J. Mould; Dictation
of Words at the Time of the Ixperiment—Evidence of—A, R. Wallace,
I.R.G.8S., Hensleigh Wedgwood, J.P.; Rev. Thomas Colley, W. Oxley,
George Wyld, M.D., Miss Kislingbury ; Writing in Answer to Questions
Inside a Closed Box—Evidence of Messrs. Adshead; Statement of
Circumstances under which Experiments with F. W. Monck were con-
dncted at Keighley; Writing on Glass Coated with White Paint—
TEvidence of Benjamin Coleman.

Letters addressed:to The Times, on the Subject of the Prosecution of
Henry Slade, by Messrs. Joy, Joad, and Professor BDarrett, I.R.S,E.

Evidence of W.H. Harrison, Editor of The Spiritualist.,

Summary of Facts Narrated.

Deductions, Iixplanations, and Theories,

The Nature of the I'orce: Its Mode of Operation—Evidence of C.
Carter Blake, Doe. Sei,, and Conrad Cooke, C.IE.

Detonating Noises in Connection with it—Rvidence of Hensleigh
Wedgwood, J. Page Hopps, and Thomas Colley.

The Nature of the Intelligence—Dr. Collycr’s Theory; Dr. George
Wyld's Theory : The Oceultist’s Theory ; The Spiritualist’s Theory.

Vorumes I and II. of Z%e Spiritwaiist, bound in one,
may now be had, containing a history of the movement in
Tngland from the end of 1869 to the end of 1872, and in-
cluding many records unique in their character. These two
volumes are very scarce, and constantly rising in value, for
no set of ZLhe Spirdtualist can be complete without them, The
pages of the two volumes are about the size of those of
the Jllustrated London News. The book is handsomely
printed, and bound in half-calf, with red edges.

REecerrioNy As Drn. Sreer’s,—Last Wednesday night Dr. and Mrs.
Stanhope Templeman Speer gave a reception at Douglas House, St.
John's Wood, to Spiritualistic and other friends, among whom were
Mr. Stainton-Moses, M.A., Mrs. and Miss Fitz-Gerald, Mrs. Desmond
Iitz-Gerald, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Stack, Miss Kate Burrowes, Mr.
Barrett, Mrs. Going, Mr. J. H. Gledstanes, Miss Kislipgbury, Dr.
Carter Blake, Miss Mackay, Miss Katherine Poyntz, and Mr. W. H.
Harrison. Some excellent music and singing were given by Mr. Charles
Speer and others in the course of the evening.

Brixrox Psycmovogrcal Socigry.—On Thursday, last week, at a
meeting of the Brizxton Psychological Society, held at 6, Loughborough-
road North, Brixton, Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, M.S.Tel. K., presided.
Among the Spiritualists and non-Spiritualists present were Mrs. and
Miss ifitz-Gerald, Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, the Hon. Mrs. Forbes,
Mr. M, BE. Frances, Miss Emmett, Miss K. Emmett, Miss Laura
Emmett, Mr, Inglefield, Mr. F. Barrett, Mr. E. P. Ashton, Mr. and
Miss Barrett, and others, A paper on Spiritualism and Modern
Culture, printed in this issue, was read by Mr. W, H. Harrison, after
a complimentary introduction by the chairman; the latter said
in effect that Z%e Spiritualist newspaper had done much to make
Spiritualism respectable and vespected even by those who did not
believe in it. After the reading of the memoir, Mr. Fitz-Gerald,
Mr. E. P. Ashton, Mr. 11. E. Frances, and Mr. J. Barrett made a
few remarks, and the business proceedings closed ; but what with the
lively character of the meeting, and the warm reception given to it
by Mr, and Mrs, Fitz-Gerald, the company did not begiu to separate
until an hour and a half later.
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A HAUNTED HOUSE.

Tinsley’s Magazine, for December 1873, contained a true
story of a haunted house, the only fictitious part of the tale
being the names of the individuals given. It is entitled,
¢ Lady TFarquhar’s Old Lady.” Lady Farquhar, with her
sister and mother, rented a house in the spring of 1855 for
gix months, in a little village in the south of Ireland; of the
previous history of the said house, they then knew nothing.
Lady Farquhar says :—

¢Helen wasn’t satisfied till I agreed to wear a bright
gsearlet neck-ribbon of hers, and she ran off to her room to
fotch it. I followed her almost immediately. Herroom and
mine, I must, by the bye, explain, were at cxtreme ends of a
passage several yards in length. There was a wall on one
side of this passage and a balustrade overlooking the stair-
casc on the other. My room was at the end nearest the top
of the stairease. There were no doors along the passage
leading to Helen’s room, but just beside her door, at the end,
was that of the unused room I told you of, filled with the
old furniture. The passage was lighted from above by a sky-
light—I mean it was by no means dark or shadowy—and
on the evening I was speaking of, it was still elear daylight.
Wedined early at Ballyreina; I don’t think it eould have
been more than a quarter to five when Helen came into my
room. Well, as Tam saying, I followed her almost imme-
diately, s6 quiekly that as I came out of my room I was in
time to eatch sight of her as she ran along the passage, and
to see her go into her own room. Just as I lost sight of her
—1I was coming along more deliberately, you understand—
suddenly, how or when exactly I eanuot tell, I pereeived
another figure walking along the passage in front of me. It
was a woman, a little thin woman, but though she had her
back to me, something in her gait told me she was not
young. She seemed a little bent, and walked feebly. I
ean remember her dress even now with the most perfeet dis-
tinetness. She had a gown of gray clinging stuff, rather
scanty in the skirt, and one of those fanny little old-fashioned
black shawls with a sewed-on border,that you seldom see now-
adays. Do you know the kind I mean? It was a narrow,
shawl-pattern border, and there was a short tufty black fringe
below the border. And she had a gray poke bonnet, a
bonnet made of silk ¢ gathered’ on to a large stiff frame;
¢drawn ’ bounets they used to be called. T took in all these
details of her dress in a moment, and even inthat moment I
noticed too that the materials of her clothes looked good,
though so plain and old-fashioned. DBut somehow my first
impulse when I saw her was’to eall out, ¢ Fraser, is that
you?’ Fraser was my mother's maid: she was a young
woman, and not the least like the person in front of me, but
I think a vague idea rushed across my mind that it might be
Fraser dvessed up to trick the other servants. But the figure
tock no notice of my exclamation ; if, or she, walked on
quietly, not even turning her head round in the least; she
walked slowly down the passage, seemingly quite uneon-
scious of my presenee, and to my extreme amazement, dis-
appeared in the unused room. The key, as I think I told
you, was always turned in the lock—that is to say, the door
wags locked, but the key wag leftin it; but the old woman
did not seem to me to unlock the door, oreven to turn the
Landle. There scemed no obstacle in her way: she just
quietly, as it were, walked ¢Arowgh the door. Iiven by this
tune I hardly think I folt frightened. What I had seen had
passed too quiekly for me as yet to realise its strangeness.”

Lady Farquhar thus describes the second appearance of
the glostly visitor :—

“At last I rose and turned towards the door—it was
standing wide open, by the bye. But I had hardly made a
step from the fireplace when I was stopped short by what I
saw. Again the samec strange indefinable feeling of not
knowing how or when it had come there, again the same pain-
ful sensation of perplexity (not yet amounting to fear) as to
whom or what it was I saw before me. The room, you must
understand, was perfectly flooded with the fire-light ; except
in the corners, perhaps, every object was as distinct as
possible.  And the object I was staring at was not in a
corner, but standing there right before me—between me and
the open door, alas —in the middle of the room. It was

the old woman again, but this time with her face towards
me, with a look upon it, it seemed to me, as if she were con-
scious of my presence. It is very difficult to tell over
thoughts and feelings that can hardly have taken any time
to pass, or that passed almost simultaneously. My wery
first impulse this time was, as it had been the first time I
saw her, to explain in some natural way the presence before
me. I think this says something for my eommon sense,
does it not? My mind did not readily desert matters of
fact, you see. I did not think of Fraser this time, but the
thought went through my mind, ‘She must be some friend of
the servants who eomes in to see them of an evening. Per-
haps they have sent her up to look at my fire,” So at first
I Tooked up at her with simple inquiry. But as I looked my
feelings ehanged. I realised that this was the same being
who had appeared so mysteriously once before; I reeognised
every detail of her dress; I even noticed it more acutely than
the first time—for instance, I reeollect observing that here
and there the short tufty fringe of her shawl was stuek to-
gether, instead of hanging smoothly and evenly all round.
Ilooked up at her face. I cannot now describe the features
beyond saying that the whole face was refined and pleasing,
and that in the expression there was certainly nothing
to alarm or repel. It was rather wistful and beseeeh-
ing, the look in the eyes anxious, the lips slightly parted, as
if she were on the point of speaking. I have since thought
that if 7 had spoken, if I could have spoken—for I did make
one effort to do so, but no audible words would eome at my
bidding—the spell that bound the poor soul, this mysterious
wanderer from some shadowy borderland between life and
death, might have becn broken, and the message that I now
believe burdened her delivered. Sometimes I wish I eould
have done it; but then, again—oh no! a woice from those
unreal lips would have been too awful—flesh and blood
could not have stood it. For another instant I kept my
eyes fixed upon her without moving ; then there eame over
me at last with an awful thrill, a sort of suffocating gasp of
horror, the consciousness, the actual realisation of the fact
that this before me, this presence, was no living human
being, no dweller in our familiar world, not a woman, but a
ghost! Oh, it was an awful moment! I pray that I may
never again endure another like it. There is something so
indeseribably frightful in the feeling that we are on the verge
of being tried beyond what we can bear, that ordinary con-
ditions are slipping away from under us, that in another
moment reason or life itself must snap with the strain; and
all these feelings I then underwent. At last I moved,
moved backwards from the figure. I dared not attempt to
pass her.  Yet I could not at first turn away from her. I
stepped backwards, faeing her still as I did so, till I was
elose to the fireplace. Then I turned sharply from her, sat
down again on the low chair still standing by the hearth,
resolutely foreing myself to gaze into the fire.”

The narrative which, as already stated, will be found in
full in Tinsley’s Magazine for December 1873, sets forth
Low it was afterwards discovered that an old lady, a former
oceupant of the house, died at Geneva, about the time that
her spirit appearced as described, to one who had never seen
or heard of her. In this lafter respect the narrative differs
from most of the kind, therefore it would be of speeial
philosophical value to psychologists, if it were to be fully
authenticated by the publication of true names and addresses.
We hope this authentieation will be forthcoming,

A warion cannob last as a money-making mob; it cannmot with
impunity—it cannot with existence—go on despising literature, de-
spising science, despising art, despising compassion, and concentrating
its soul on pence.—Ruskin.

Tue DrscExpants oF Hiraym PowerRs.—Mr. Powers, who was long
the Nestor of American sculptors in Florence, and favourably known,
especially in the domain of portrait-busts, still lives in the many works
of his studio, where he is suceceded by two sons—Longworth and
Preston. Longworth is the older of the two brothers, but he has only
recently turned his attention to modelling. Preston, who will be
remembered in Boston, where he spent a season a few years ago, is
well advanced toward his father’s position. There are frequent calls
for reproductions of the elder Powers’ works, and the great studio is
quite au interesting museum of tke heads or full-length statues of dis-
tinguished Americans. DMrs. Powers seemsto be happily situated. In
her handsome villa, outside the Porta Romana, she has her married
clildren—two sous and a daughter-—settled around her.—Boston
Herald, Jun. 27¢h.
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Torrespondence,
[@reat freedoinis given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically opposed
{0 those of this journal and ils readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ;
copies should be kept by the writers.]

THEOSOPIY.

Sir,—There is something divinely tender in the heart of woman, not-
withstanding any hard mode of thinking in which she may have been
brought up, or, may be, led to study; the quality of mercy is not easily
strangled in her, spite of any drawback, I had almost said, even at the
expense of her logic. And so Madame DBlavatsky tells us, in Z%e
Spiritualist of Feb. 8th, “ That man must be indeed a true animal
who has not, after death, a spark of the divine ruack, or nous, left in
him to allow him a chance of self-salvation.” These words, after the
hard matter of fact inference of the loss of trinity of all physical
mediums, and the certain alleged future “annihilation ” of the elemen-
taries, their familiars, come upon us softly as the summer breezes, and
are more precious than rubies when they proceed from the heart. Dut
are they in conformity with occultism, as generally interpreted by her-
gelf ? Is not Madame Blavatsky here, and occasionally elsewhere, like
some Calvinistic minister whose soul-power occasionally steals a march
upon his will, and now and again forces him, in conformity with
divine law, to emit some hopeful words in behalf of humanity at large,
which he will, however, take care never to “mnail’t wi’ Seripture,”
though, in truth, it might be done, and even can be done more effectually
by Madame Blavatsky with her Buddhism. For ourselves, we cannot
conceive a spark of a spark, A man’s spirit is, indeed, a spark of
the Divine Spirit, at least so we believe; but it will not cut up; we
must, as Col. Oleott shows, retain the whole God-given spark,
not a spark of it; or, if it be possible, as he thinks, lose it altogether,
or lose it altogether for a very long time. But, ihen, heshows it
will, in the latter case, return i full, as it leaves wn full. 1t may be
useful to talk of a spark of a spark just now, when the English Spirit-
nalists have heard for the first time of that very unscientific but dis-
heartening problem of man’s annihilation, put before them gravely, and
the survival of the fittest brought in evidence of the same ; forgetting
that science teaches us nothing can be lost, though new combinations
accrue, end that which is unfit to-day may, by evelution, be rendered
fit hereafter; and that which is lost be found. Does not Colonel Olcott
say in The Spiritualist of December 7th, ¢ The astral man, or double or
soul,” that is, a sonl which has lost its Divine »ovc; in other words, a
spiritless gounl, *{freed from physical imprisonment, is followed by the
consequences of his earthly deeds, thoughts, and desires : he either
becomes purged of the last traces of earthly grossness, and, finally, after
an incalculable lapse of time, is joined (rejoined) to bis Divine spirit,
and lives for ever as an entity, or, having been completely debased on
earth, he sinks deeper and deeper into matter, and is annthilated " In
both the above cases, according to Colonel Olcott, the astral man, or
mere ‘‘soul,” has lost his Divine spirit altogether. There is nothing
here about a spark of it being left, as' Madame Blavatsky puts it, * after
death,” and, ‘* usually,” the Colonel adds, *‘ the separation of soul and
spirit occurs before the bodily death.” If man be a Trinity, which I
believe he is, and if he.can lose more than the one of these parts, that
he does lose, I mean, the body, that part must go entirely, as the body
goes at death. And, indeed, while the body is alive, it will not bear
cutting up, certainly not the better portions, which the spirit and soul
make use of for reasoning purposes; and if the body survives with the
loss of a limb, the soul body remains in fofo, and it is said that if the
stump of an amputated limb is placed against a wall, the soul leg is felt
to pass through the wall, showing that the latter will not bear the loss
even of a limb; and the soul body is higher than the body of flesh, how
then can the spirit, which is higher still, suffer loss ? R

But here we are met by another occultist difliculty, a new spoke which
they have put in their own wheel, which refutes the theory of Madame
Blavatsky, that of the soul of man retaining at death a portion of the
Divine spark which was once hisin its entirety, asa man; as well as it
refutes the idea expressed by Col. Olcott, of the soul losing the Divine
spirit altogether, as a rule, before death, and retaining no portion of it
whatever; in other words, man losing the only valuable part of his
trinity before he dies, often many years before he dies. This third and
different assumption, which is in flat contradiction to both the above
diverse views of Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott, emanates from
*‘a very learned occultist,” quoted by Mr. C, C., Massey in The
Spirttualist of March 16th, 1876, who shows, unlike the others, that
all matter of every deseription s tmbued throughout every atom with the
Divine spiret.  Consequently, the soul, or astral man, with living body
or without it, the soul, I say, being matter, is imbued throughout with
the Divine spirit, simply because it is matter, if for no better reason,
however evil or good it may bc. And this third diverse occultist doc-
trine is also fatal to the astonishing speculation that infants and idiots
are without the Divine spirit. Here is what this ¢ learned occultist ”
teaches us: “The Hermetist, who secs with both eyes, instead of with
one only, observes that each atom, no matter where found, is imbued with
that vital principle, called spirit. Thus each grain of sand, equally
with each minutest atom of the human bedy, has ils inherent latent
spark of the Divine light.”” How then can a man lose this Divine light,
in part or in whole, ‘‘as arule, before death,” if each minutest atom of
the human Dody has its tnherent latent spark of the Divine light? I
wust add that I think some of the idcas of the modern oceultists might
surprise an aversge Buddhist as much as they do a Spiritualist—I say
nothing of an average occultizt, None are so ultramontane as the new
converts; they perfectly surprise the good people on the otlier side of
the Alps. And so trucis the Darwinian principle of the natural fight
for predominsnce of the “fittest,”’ we must not say elbowing for the
Jiigh gcats of the synagogue, that I should never be surprised if we
shionld find, not enly elemental epirits, but elemenfaries following suil.
What else causcs tle tendeney to cordewn, no malier to what abysmal
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depths, those whom men or spirits consider a little lower than them-
selves. And to such a pitch has this uncharitableness arrived that we
are constrained to murmur, with our great poet——
In religion,

What damned orror, but some sober brow

Will bless it, and approve it with a text,

Hiding the grossness with fair ornament ?

Or to ery out, in incipient despair—

Thou almost makest me wavor in my faith

To hold opinion with Pythagoras,

That souls of animals infuse themsolvoes

Into the trunks of men.

M. A., CaNTAD.

SPIRITLESS SOULS.

Sir,—TIt is curious to learn from Mr. C. C. Massey, asa Theosophist,
that, whereas in March 1876, an ¢‘ elementary” meant *the rudimen-
tary spiritual being in process of evolution into humanity,” which,
“ when it dies out of one state of existence, is born into a higher one,”
yet that now, in January, 1878, an ‘“elementary ’’ means, “ a departed
and earth-born soul, a creature of the elements in whom the human
spirithas no part.” DBut the ““astral man,” or the ¢ soul,”” according to
Colonel Olcott, has also lost hig apirit ; and the ¢ elementary,” at any rate
up to a certain point, is an astral man. Here isshortly Colonel Olcott’s
definition of the two: ¢ The astral man (or double or soul), freed from
physical imprisonment, is followed by the consequences of his earthly
deeds, thoughts, and desires. He either becomes purged of the last
traces of earthly grossuness, and finally, after an incalculable lapse of
time, is joined or rejoined to his divine spirit, and lives for ever as an
entity ; or this astral man having been completely debased on carth,
sinks deeper and deeper into matter, and is annihilated. Usually the
separation of soul and spirit oceurs defore the bodily death; this is the
rule, but still there are exceptions.” Colonel Oleott’s second definition
depicts the ¢ elementary.)” He, she, or it is doomed, anyhow.
‘Having been completely debased on earth,” he, she or it isto be
“ annililated.” But we must remember that the ‘felementary, as a
rule,” loses the spirit while he is a man. So, while he is living, a living
man, and he may remain a long time on earth before he dies, there isno
distinguishing Lim from any other’s *soul,”  double” or ‘‘ astral man,”
In short, he is onc; and it must be a dainty speculation for the Theo-
sophists to look round among their old acquaintance, and meditate on
which are to be elementaries, and which only astrals. What I, however,
now desire to point out, is this new diserepancy in our teachiers. They
have already, within the last two years, entirely changed the meaning
of the, to them, important word, ¢ elementary; and now, while Mr.
Massey confines the present designation of “elementary” to a
 departed soul,” Colonel Oleott shows Lim up as a living man;
indeed, very living and indistinguishable from an astral man, and,
truly, for that matter, indistinguishable, perhaps, in outward appearance
from even an irreproachable Theosophist of the inner ring. And
yet, notwithstanding the above dogma of his chief, Mr. Massey reads
me this lecture. Hesays: * True, man, as man, never loses lis trinity,
that is, s0 long as he continues a man ; and it is, perhaps, partly to guard
against any apparent inconsistency, that when he has lost his trinity he s
designuted no longer man, but elementary, a creature of the elements, in
whom the human spirit has no part.”

What! Does Mr, Massey mean to say that, since the spirit is said to
be lost, *“ ag a rule,” during life, and the trinity consequently lost, that
a man is to be no longer designated man when he is still in the flesh ?
But if he is to be designated no longer man, why does Colonel Oleott
call him ¢ astral man,” when he has lost his trinity ? Really, if Mr.
Massey’s object is not to throw a mask over the extreme opinions of his
chief, in mitigation thereof, as being just a little ashamed of such out-
rageous ideas, I fear he has got himself into a difficulty on his own
account. For to tell a man in the flesh that he is no man, merely
because one has got an idea, however false it may be, that he hag lost
his trinity, is a somewhat unreasonable and, so to speak, a feminine
aspersion, Itisbetter to say, ¢ Sir, you have lost your trinity, and are no
gentleman.” One might then be understood, and be taken up or put
down as the case might be, just as the Theosophists take up and put
down the divine spirit of man. Lord Beaconsfield says ‘“man is
divine.” Really, now that former Spiritualists have grown so narrow
and Calvinistic, they might well take a lesson from the more liberal in
the churches, and read Canon Farrar’s sermons, now so much in vogue,
especially that or those which filled the ancient Abbey of Westminster,
with the unwonted sound, perhaps, even in that favoured fane of
“ Iiternal Hope.” The sermons are published by Macmillan, under
that gracious title, and may be recommended as an antidote to Colonel
Olcott. They-are creating a great sensation, and never would or could have
been preached with impunity, had it not been for the elevating,
tolerant force of Spiritualism, whicl has been leavening society unseen
for the last thirty years, has been sent as a messenger to prepare the
way for mercifulness in the chnrches, and has already made too much
headway to be swamped by the Theosophists, or any other ists whatever.

But what are we scholars to understand, when we find so much dis-
crepancy in details among the Theosophists, and so much self-contra-
diction 1n the exponents of the doctrines taught by them, concerning
this mistified, mixed, and elementary subject of ‘‘elementaries” ?
What but to concur, at any rate, most heartily in what Col. Olcott has
himself most aptly and truly testilied concerning them, that ““so much
has been said of {hem with so little understanding ”?  What, indecd,
are we to understand ? and yet on this new-fangled and ill-defined term
“ glementary,” not yet two years old, on an idea entirely novel in
Europe and America, we are called upon, with the utmost effrontery, to
condemn to an impossible destiny, that of * annihilation,” or at least to
punishment for “ an incaleulable lapse of time,” a vast number of
livingmen and women, and all physical mediums, who, for aught we kuow,



Fes. 22,

1878,

THE SPIBRITUALIST.

93

may be, mauy of them, ag respectable as their accusers; as well ag to
condemn every single spirit—whom the Theosophist says has no spirit
—that puts in an appearance under physical medinmship of any and
every description, ¢ from rapping to full form presentations”! robbing
men before and after death—for man is a spirit and a spirit is a man—
of his noblest attributo, without which all is as a blank, depriving him
of that spirit which “the learned ocecultist,” who is quoted with so much
respect by Mr, Massey in The Speriiualist of March 10th, 1876, alleges
to be an universal gift; for does he not say, ‘‘The Hermetist,
who sees with both eyes instead of with one only, observes that
each atom,” (and Colonel Olcott allows and alleges that even a departed
‘“ glementary ” is matter ;) “that each atom, no matter where found, is
imbued with that vital principle called spirit. Thus cach grain of sand,
equally with each minutest atom of the human body, has its inherent,
latent sparlk of the Divine Light ;” and Mr. Massey himself calls even
o rudimentary being a spiritual being. And, again, we have another
anomaly, in which 1t so chances that Col. Olcott and Mr. Massey do
agree, 'Lhey both tell ug, *“ At birth the babe is but a duality, and
becomes g trinity only when reason beging to manifest itself” So this
infant, which has been a rudimentary being, and as such also ‘““q
spiritual being,” is now robbed of its gpirit on coming into the flesh,
As if; ag the learned occultist informs ug, * every atom of the human
body " had not *¢its inherent, latent spark of the Divino Light,” the
infant’s, as well as that of the grown man! But the above is not more
surpriging than the agsertion that the babe, bereft for a geason of hig
spirit that it had as a rudimentary spirit, gets it back again at the age
of seven, or thereabouts. Just at the very time when the innocence
and simplicity of infancy is giving way; when the child is willing to
listen to and to understand any evil that ig taught him; just at the
period, I say, when he may begin to contaminate the minds of his
Juniors, and the parents find that it is high time he should be sent to
school, the Divine Spirit comes upon the boy! So, then, having been
in his pure innocence a duality, like the impure astral men, he becomes,
unlike the impure astral men, suddenly, a trinity, about the time
of his loss of innocence; the astral men losing their trinity from
loss of innocence. This, again, is especially inconsistent with Mr.
Massey’s views previously expressed. Has he not given as his reason
for justifying the assumption that a man may lose his spirit, the plea
that “he hag lost all sympathy with the divine spirit”’ for, as Mr.
Massey adds, * by sympathy alone is spiritual synthesis maintained.”
And yet, only imagine a sharp young London arab; or, for that matter,
a selfish, pampered, young nobleman, keeping up a sympathy with the
Divine spirit ** by which alone,” Mr. Massey says, is spiritual synthesis
maintained! How are the Theosophites to bolster up so grave a
paradox as this, that the child gains the Divine spirit when he loses his
innocence, and the evil man loses his spirit for the same cause? Why
may we not believe that the divine spirit is as much with the babe as
with the man, only that it cannot manifest its intelligenee through an
infant’s brain, and has to wait until the brain becomes, by time and
growtl, a fitting tool for the spirit to work with? It was so with
Jesus, who Zrcreased in wisdom as his brain increased, and became
capable of elaborating the wisdom which was in him before Abraham
existed, and was with him as a child, ‘* Unsecn, yet crescive in his
faculty.” M. Xardec maintains, in Heaven and Hell, that a clever spirit
may and does sometimes inhabit the body of an idiot, but is never able to
manifest its intelligence, owing to the malformation of the brain. Yet
may the spirit be always fretting under its imprisonment, which
imprisenment has acerned ag a punishment for misused talent in a
former life. This appeared to me quite as reasonable, and more so, than
taking up and dropping at convenience the divine spirif, at the caprice of
o brand new society, which takes its cue from the decaying teachings of
caste, and the dicta of the elementals. I lately visited a connection
whom I had not seen for many years; he was a few years back a
talented, hard-working lawyer, and a man of very high principle and
integrity. Hc has now been for some years a hopeless imbecile, from
softening of the brain. As he saf, quiet and helpless in his chair, T
observed his eyes ; they had their old look, and were ag bright and in-
telligent, to all appearance, as ever. Ah! I thought, your spirit is all
there, where it was, but it can no longer make itself intelligible through
your softened brain, I suppose a babe’s brain is soft, and a quite unfit
tool for intelligence, otherwise Jesus could not have lost his intelligence
when he took upon himself the body and the brain of a babe.

I desire to eall particular attention to one of the concluding sentences
of Culonel Olcott’s article in Zhe Spiritualist of December Tth. e
says :—* Mediumistic physical phenomena are not produced by pure
spirits, but by ¢souls’ embodied or disembodied, and usually with the
help of elementals.” He says also:—‘‘ The whole range of physical
phcnomena, from rapping to full form presentations, are manifestations
of the power of either earth-bound elementaries, helped by slementals,”
to which last the Theosophists are themselves so much indebted, ¢ or
the souls of the mediwmns themselves,” that is ‘“souls” who have lost
their spirit, There is no disguising, then, that the dictum of Colonel
Olcott assumes every physical medivmn to be already an astral man—thaot
s, a mere < soul,”” who has already lost Jus trinity. The “ soul ” dis-
embodicd, only comes througl the mediumship of tho ““soul ” embodied,
Liis econfrére. I wish all my readers to mark this well, for I regard it
as a very slanderous imputation, and the natural conclusion that every
one must come to who views the question rationally, I think, must be
this—that no convert to these views, except lie be an advocate by pro-
fession, can, under any circumstances, be justified in upholding
table-turning, or any other physical mediumship, whethier in the light
or in the dark: least of all, to recommend it for practice in private
lwouses, Home medinmship—and there is a medium in about every
fourth family, we are told~—almost always begins with physical pheno-
mena in Lngland and America, which cowmes alone, the Theosoplists
say, from astral spirits, lost men, in tho body or out of it, for whom
there is, under avy circuwmstances, s dreadful future. ILixcept, indeed,
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they turn Theosophists, and doubtless many Theosophists have been
physical mediums, more or less, and already habituated to their
elementals before their conversion. To form circles at home, where
physical mediumship chiefly accrues, is to find out who are the astrals
and elementaries of the family—those wretched doomed ones!—to be
made pariahs of by the self-righteous members. And how about the
children who are so often physical medinms, and for whom also this
oruel, unwarranted, and unwarrantable future of the agiral man, double
or elementary, who have lost their trinity, is allotted ? Well, one
comfort is, that if they are under seven years of age, they are but
dualities anyhow, and if they remain physical mediums can, to be
logical, never attain to a trinity at all. ‘We see, by this alone, to what

unfathomable absurdities the doctrines of the Theosophists inevitably

lecad. They sow in the whirlwind and reap in the storm; gaining their
sources of information from the wild, errant, irresponsible, mad forces
of the clements, they reap deception on every side. Making self-
rightecousness their elementary principle, they gather its natural fruit—
uncharitableness. Drawing the source of their practices from the
caste-ridden exclusive Brahmins, they gain not only the opprobrium
of the liberal Baddhists, but that of all liberal-minded people. And no
one can say that the narrow, exelusive, Calvinistic assumption of the
favour of the gods held by the Brahming, ig participated in by the
generality of individuals among the Hindoo people. No, they tell a
very different story. The following is the prevailing opinion of the
Hindoos regarding the ulterior destiny of the human soul, and by which
they are apt to vex the anxious mind of the English missionary. The
Hindoo puts it thus— Sahib,” he says softly, “yours is a good
religion,”” e pauses and smiles. The missionary smiles also, and
Liopes are high in his breast that he is catching a convert. But the
Hindoo continues—‘*If yours is a good religion, so is ours.” He

~ pauses again, and the missionary looks somewhat blank and begins to

feel rather angry, while the Hindoo continues smiling, and thus he
comes up again to the encounter—** Sahib,” he remarks, now somewhat
pointedly, ¢ our religion is better than yours; we all go up there ”—he
points to the skies. ‘‘You do not; you know it, and you teach it.”
The average Hindoo, then (for the above i authentic), evidently thinks,
with Canon I'arrar, that the best religion is that which is the most
hopeful for humanity, due respect being retained for justice. And I
have never yet heard that they believe felicity is to be obtained with
facility. SCRUTATOR.

TEST SEANCES.

Sir,—WWith reference to a séunce with Mr, Eglinton, reported re-
cently in The Spiritualrst, will you allow me to remark that the ¢ tests ™
applied were Teally no tests at all, if, as T expect, a few inches of tape
or cord remained between the wrists of the medium, Any ° presti-
digitatenr ” could then produce similar manifestations, agsThave already
explained in your columns.

I do not in the least mean to impute dishonesty to Mr. Eglinton, but
if tests are used at all, they should be real—otherwise, why use them ;
The stitching and sewing are quite useless: the more thoroughly they
are done, the easier it becomes to perform the trick.

Itis extremely ditficult to suggest anything satisfactory. I would
recommend that each of the wrists of the medium should be firmly and
closely bonnd to each arm of the chair, by passing fine thread (capable
of breakage by muscular exertion) round and round the wrist and the
arm of the chair : this to be firmly and tightly tied in knots, and then
sealed. If a hand then appeared, and, immediately on rushing in, the
hands of the medium were found in the same position, and the seals
and thread nnbroken, it would be interesting, but care should be taken
to tie the knots extremely tightly, or the hand may be slipped out and
in again.

To persons unused to Spiritualistic manifestations, it appears “very
suspicions’ that whenever the hands are expected to become visible, or
to play on the fairy bells, &ec., Mr. Eglinton's hands must be neces-
sarily out of sight of the audience, and behind the curtains. Canno$
he cause these manifestatious to occur when in full view of the circle,
ag Mr. D, D. Home did, and without resorting to the paltry conditions
of a country conjuror ? It would be rather more convincing !

Erxest WHATLEY.
Ciiencester, January 29th, 1878,

WIAT TRUTH IS THERE IN ASTROLOGY ?

Sr,—In justice to the memory of the late Zadkiel, and to the science
of which ho was facile proneeps, I trust that you will allow me to
reply to the letter of ¢ Fritz in your impression of the 15th inst.

1st. As to the personal description given by Zadliel on the day of the

- birth of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, your correspondent will find a

full explanation given of the points iu dispute at page 59 of Zadkiel's
Almanac for 1878,

2nd. As to the question of marriage. It is true that at the Prince’s
birth the moon was occidental, and {in quartile aspect to SBaturn ; and
it is also true that Zadkiel quoted Ptolemy’s rule that such positions
¢ generally delay marriage.””  Your correspondent, however, overlooks
the important fact that the evil ivfluence of Saturn was, at the Prince
of Wales'’s birth, greatly mitigated, if not entirely overcome, by the
exact parallel of declination between that planet and Jupiter, the
latter being also elevated above Saturn, Venus, too, receives the
application of the moon, and is very nearly in parallel declination with
that luminary ; and is, moreover, in closs sextile (a benefic aspect) with
Jupiter. Most assuredly Zadkiel would never apply the rule quoted
(and which has but a general sigoification) to the Prince’s Nativity,
without due regard being had to the counterbalancing indications which
I have named.

3ed. To regard to thelife of the mother, © Trilz” quoles the general
rule thut, it Saturu be in quartile to the moou at birtly, as at the Prince
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of Wales’s Nativity, the life of the mother will be short. But he
overlooks the fact that Ptolemy and Zadkiel state that the moon and
Venus are allotted to the mother. At the Prince’s birth Venus is
most powerfully situated, in Libra, her own “house,” and in sextils to
Jupiter ; which positions are amply sufficient to overpower the evil
influence of Saturn in quartile to the moon. One effect, however, of
the aspect last-named has already been fulfilled, for it was an aplorism
(compiled in the fifteenth century) of Regiomontanus that such a
osition Indicates the widowhood of the mother. A well-known

ondon physician was born at 7h, a.m. of Aupgust 11th, 1815, and the
moon was then (in Scorpio) in square aspect to Saturn (in Aquarius).
He married in his twenty-third year, Ilis mother lived to a
ripe old age, but she was left a widow for thirty-four years—Venus
was in conjunction with Jupiter.

4th. As to the description of the wife. ¢ Fritz” makes an extra-
ordinary blunder in writing of “Saturn in Gemini,” whereas Saturn
was in Capricorn at the Prince’s birth, As the moon applies to
Venus (we must dismiss the quartile of Saturn, for that can have no
part or lot either as a significator or promoter of marriage), we should
take Fenus in Libra to describe the wife, and if we turn to page 32 of
the first volume of the Handbook of Astrology, we shall find (mixing
it with Venus in aspect to Jupiter) a very good personal description of
the charming Princess of Wales.

The lord of the seventh house has nothing to do with marriage
unless posted in the seventh. ¢ Fritz” should read Wilson’s remarks
upon lordships of honses in nativities. Much error has crept in by
reason of the mixing of horary (or symbolical) with genethliacal astro-
logy ; au error which Zadkiel ever avoided, and cautioned his readers
against.

The sign on the seventh house frequently has some relation to the
description of the partner in marriage, but uot always.

In conclusion, I may be allowed to observe that very great ex-
perience is necessary before safe deductions can be drawn from
nativities ; and, therefore, it is not justifiable on the part of a tyro to
call in question the ability of the most able exponents of astrology
because of a fancied discrepancy between the rules given in a mere
handbook and an exceptional nativity, such as the one in question.

The relative positions of the heaveuly bodies are so frequently
changing (and seldom recur), that no laws unalterable as those of the
Medes and Persians can be laid down in judicial astrology. -Much
must still be left to the experience and calm judgment of the philo-
sopher who seeks the truth, ALFRED J. PEARCE.

3, Cedars-terrace, Queen’s-road, Clapham, 8.W,, Feb, 18th, 1878,

PUYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Sir,~=At Mrs, Makdougall Gregory’s séunce, on Saturday evening
last, Mr. Eglinton being the medium, the manifestations, although pro-
duced seemingly under difficulties, were powerful and convincing.
Various lights floated about, among them the names of ** Joey ” and
+¢ Elizabeth ’’ in letters of starlight ; likewise, twice was presented to us,
a white luminous cross, said toconvey a prophetic meaning, which was
not revealed, althougl earnestly solicited. The sitters were told by
“Joey” to remember, when they all knew, as they would eventually,
the reason for its appearance, that they had seen it thus foreshadowed,
and were to take care that it did not press heavily upon some.

This was regarded generally with awe, and by some as a presage of
a coming cross, which, as a sotrow., must be borne by all; but, as its
light exceeded in brilliancy all the other appearances of a like character,
it may equally be snggestive of its triumphant appearance, when all
shall mourn who are not prepared to rejoice at the events, whicl its
manifestation in glory will bring upon the earth. Joey gave us some
music by means of a mouth organ belonging to the medium, who
talked during the performance. DPhysical exhibitions of strength
abounded ; an arm-chair was placed in the centre of the table
at which we sat, carried over our heads by the spirits around
us; heavy furniture was displaced, and direct spirit-writing
given in the darkness, the previously lowered gas having
been finally extinguished by invisible agency ; but there was a spirit of
opposing influence, clairvoyantly visible to one of the sitters at the com-
mencement of the séance, which, though speedily vanished by prayer,
left its effect upon the best efiforts of the presiding powers. Neverthe-
less, the form of KErnest floated amongst us at intervals, bearing his
usual light, rising to the ceiling and sinking through the floor, or fading
from our view by concealing his light, but he did rot manifest himself
with bhis accustomed power or brilliant appearance. Joey likewise
materialised in the darkness, and, although invisible, gave satisfactory
proofs of his bodily presence. A powerful and convincing test was
given by him to one of the sitters. Many hands, varying in strength
aud texture, conversed with us by signs and touches, and ample proofs
were afforded to satisfy all but those who fain would see the manifesta~
tions invariably up to the level of perfection.

“Joey ” expressed himself as greatly disappointed ; e was amusingly
angry with his medinm for having given a previous séance that after-
noon; but he wag clearly sad at failing to produce some special manifes-
tation upon which he was bent, and seemed to express his dissatisfac-
tion by audible, but good-natnred, blows upon the body of his uncon-
scious medium, who was lying entranced in our midst.

Some weeks ago Joey warned us that a strong combination was being
organised to disturb these scances, and as the clairvoyant, before referred
to as seeing an opposing influence, described a circle of serpents linked
together above the heads of the sitters, so real in appearance that he
seemed to feel them tonching him, it appears probable that, althongh
speedily driven away, the band of opposers to manifestations of an elevat-
ing nature had succeeded somewhat in marring the cfforts of those sent
to minisler to our spiritual enlightenment.

: GEeongE M, SUTHERLAND,
117, Rloanc.stroct, London.

MATERIALISATION PLIENOMENA,

81r,—1 think that the human spirit, which, after shedding its fleshy
or earthy tabernacle, wishes to reclothe its spirit form (the exact
counterpart of the mundane form, only more sublimated), must, owing
to its want of a material, or physical stomach, do so by some vicarious
process, as the spiritual stomach cannot assimilate the various elements
of the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdom, for the formation of
pabulum suitable for forming human flesh, A spirit was once a human
being, and is only one step in advance of its rudimentary form, just as
the grub is the rudimentary chrysalis, which, in turn, becomes
metamorphosed into a lovely butterfly.

Spirits tell us this themselves, and our own clairvoyants eorroborate
them, for they all tell us that they can see the shadowy or spirit forms
moving about, and often manipulating the sitters en séance, as mes-
merists would do.

When spirit people want to show themselves in a reinearnated body,
they require suitable elements, so that their sublimated or refined
bodies can assimilate them to their forms, consequently they can only
obtain such elements from some human fountain, for like attracts like.
A magnet will attract iron, steel, nickel, and perhaps a few more sub-
stances, because there is a strong affinity, or attractive power, between
them ; but try wood or stonc iustead, and you will find the attraction
ceases for want of affinity.

This illustration holds good with the human spirit; it requires the
most refined or spiritualised psychic pabulum to reclothe its spirit
body with flesh, and this can only be obtained from some human
being. So, by affinity, and the will-power of spirits, their invisible
bodies are made positive to the elements given off by the medium, who
is in a negative state, and by this means the spirit body absorbs the
psychic molecules, and, when attracted in sufficient quantity, they
become condensed on the spirit form, which, when solid enough,
exactly resembles the material (flesh) to which it owes its existence.

In many cases the spirits absorb a great deal more than is given off
from mediums by involuntary action ; in that case it is at the expense
of the medium ; but when the spirit allows its temporary fleshly body
to disintegrate, these elements are, by an endosmose action, reabsorbed
into the depleted body of the materialising sensitive. Were this
not the case the sensitive would be in danger of violent physiological
disturbances, which might throw the entire system into some abnormal
state, perhaps terminating in collapse, as was the case with Miss Wood,
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, when undergoing some experiments a few
years ago with a professor in his sanctwmn sanctorum. The case bears
so much on my own theory that I cannot refrain from stating the
facts : —

Miss Wood having been engaged by the professor to visit his place
for experimenting, was positively sewed up in a hamwmock, her head
and neck being the only parts of the body free. This securely done,
she was suspended from the ceiling by a pair of steelyards, the hook of
them being hooked through the hammock, and leaving her suspended
about twelve or fourteen inches from the ground, dangling like a
slaughtered sheep, perfectly helpless but out of sight of the sitters,
being behind an improvised cabinet, in the shape of a curtain suspended
across the room. The steelyards were so suspended that they commu-
nicated the exact weight of the medium—seven stone—to a circular
indicator which was in sight of the professor and the other fiiends
with him, so that any alteration in the weight of the medium would at
once be detected.

The light having, by request of the spirits, been lowered in order to
facilitate operations, after some thirty or forty minutes those present
distinctly saw and heard a human form moving about the room as if
floating, and, on being requested, it moved sundry articles of furniture ;
it also answered questions by motions of its head, as it had not sufficient
power to speak distinctly. All this time the professor and his friends
had the circular dsc in full view, and noticed that it indicated the
weight, gradually decreasing till the pointers remained at four stone.
This wag when the figure had thoroughly formed itself.

This circumstance sorely puzzled the investigators, for they saw that
there was evidently some very close sympathy between the spirit-form
and the suspended medium, for, on the spirit gradually becomiug
invisible, they found that the indicator began to register an in-
crease of weight, till it stopped at seven stone, the normal weight of
the medivm.

During one of these series of experiments, whilst the spirit-form was
walking about and doing sundry things with the furniture, a bell sud-
denly rang, which the janitor thought was from the professor, and
hurried to his room, and the door unfortunately having been left
unlocked, he entered suddenly with his light, which brightly illumi-
nated the partially lighted room, and caused a fearful perturbation, for
no sooner was the door opened and the light admitted, than the medium
gave a fearful scream, the figure at the same time making a rush for
the curtain, On instantaneously examining the medium she was found
sewed up and suspended just as they left her, but instead of being
awake was found to be in a kind of fit, which proved to be cataleptic,
for she remained in that unconseious state for nearly three days before
she was sufficiently recovered from the shock to be able to speak, and
fally six weeks elapsed before she recovered her normal state.

1 heard this latter statement, in reference to her going into a fit,
corroborated by hier own spirit guides during the time I had some ex-
neriments with her for materialisation, and by some of my own Cape
Town spirit friends, whom I ‘recognised.

Messrs, IIare, Mould, and Armstrong, will recollect my sitiing
with them with the Psychological Society’s committee in June last
year; my kind friend Mr. Eno was present ou both occasions.

I think this fact throws much light on my theory of temporary re-
incarnation. Man being s microcosm, contains all the elements in his-
system that are found on this mundane sphere, and it is proved that he
can assimilate the most deadly poisons when taken in minule quan-
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tities. This being so, the spirit, who is an objective invisible entity,
through a vicarious stomach absorbs the fleshy molecules given off
freely by a materialising medium ; and if, unfortunately, during the
process of materialisation, the conditions be suddenly interfered with,
the elements that should by affinity be reabsorbed into the body of the
sensitive, are suddenly precipitated by the action of light, and not
allowed to pass into the medium’s body by the ordinary process of
absorption ; the result is fearful bodily disturbance.

Dr. Monck's “familiar ” Saml. Wheeler, on my telling him my
theory, corroborated all Isaid when I was en séance in Dr. Browu’s
Louse, Burnley, 18th June last. There L obtained the grandest
demonstrations of the facts of spirit communion, as reported in your
issue of July 6th, 1877, having had direct slate-writing on my own
brand new slates, which never went out of my sight or hands, from my
own child, who also materialised, then came and touched me, and took
a small bell out of my hand to convince me that I and the others were
not looking at some subjective form, Samuel Wheeler also played the
piauo in the light, for I saw, felt, and heard the notes, and observed
the synchronous motion between the movement and sound of the keys
and strings, Dr. Monck being held hand and foot all the time.

Berks T. HUTCHINSON.

Capo Town, South Africa, Jan, 21st, 1878,

MADAME BLAVATSKY.—S8P1RI1T PUOTOGRAPIIY IN PARILS.

Sir,—Although I have said so much about that wonderful woman,
Madame Blavatsky, who, I understand, issoon to pass through England
on her way (back) to the Far IEast, I wish to tell a little more about her.
If she stops at all in London, you cannot make too much of her, for I
do not think you Londoners will ever look upon her like again, My
belief is that she is a priestess of Buddhism on a missionary visit to
the Occident, whose dust she is now only anxiouns to shake from her
feet. She created in New York the ¢ Theosophical Society,” of which
that honest, genial, and first-rate man, Colonel Olcott, is the president,
she being only the modest * secretary.”” She has also created, through
epistolary correspondence, a nucleus or branch society in your London.
And they press close around (and with a natural, perhaps, too consider-
able, an influence) your 38, Great Russell-street. She and I from the
first took well and kindly to each other. One can talk to her as to a
man, and to a strong man, and she will talk back like a man, and like a
man whom you feel inclined to recognise as greatly superior to yourself
in vast and varied learning, even while you cannot quite abdicate your-
self. I think she would have liked to draw me into ¢ Theosophy,” but
I said that T was a traveller on the wing, absorbed with cares and
concerns and duties (to others) of a different order, and that if T was
ever to study ont and into and through their *“ Theosophy,” it must be
at some more auspicions future period. She paid me, what was from
her, the compliment of saying that I was *‘a natural-born Buddhist.”
To which I replied that I was content to be only a humble and very
unworthy ¢ Christian,” according to that essential Christianity of Curist
Himself, as I understood it, and as contradistinguished from the
ecclesiastical, theological, dogmatic, so-called * Christianity” which
priesthoods (Catholic and Protestant) had made it. I also admitted that
in the thousands of years even of the historic period before the birth of
our Lord and Saviour, there may have been similar or analogous anterior
Messiahships, all derived from the same One Source, to diverse ages,
countries, and climes, according to their needs, such as those of a
Chrishna, a Buddha, a Confucius, a Zoroastor, to say nothing of other
less grand figures in legend or history (inregard to whom it is wonderful
that Virgin Conception and birth is claimed alike for all!}—sent to
preach the same two fuudamental ideas, on which hang all the law and
the prophets, namely, the I'atherhood of One God, and the Brother-
hood of all men, to illustrate them by their lives and their deaths, and
to “save” mankind by the influence of their examples of all the virtues.
On another piece of common ground there was room for both our feet,
She admitted the occasional real communication of the spirits of our
departed relatives and friends with us, just as the Hindoos
assign a considerable part in their supernatural phenomena to
the Pitris, or spirits of ancestors”” When I told her that I could
never give into their ¢ Theosophic” opposition to our *‘Modern
Spiritualism,’” because I knew that I had communicated with
my mother (to say nothing of others), in true and real and certain
personal identity, and that I would now willingly surrender life and all
rather than give up that blessed certainty, whichinvolved everything, T
gave hier the particulars, to which she listened attentively. She admitted
that she believed that in that case it was really my mother, but she
added that such a case was rare, and she leld to her general denun-
ciation of modern sfances and mediums, physical,; materialising, and
others, as, for the most part, false and fraudulent, Z.e., ag the work of
low and lying spirits ** elementary” or ¢ elemental.” With some direc-
tions of larger divergeuce, we thus had common ground enough to stand
upon with reagsonable understanding and sympathy. Kindness on her
part, politeness, and on mine real affectionate liking and profound
respect, did the rest. I do not feel bound by evidence to accept their
¢¢ Theosgophistic ” or ¢ Oceultist” theory that the marvels or ¢ miracles
which certainly do take place through them, are the work of their will
or their psychic power, cultured and developed into ‘‘adeptship,” and
able to commmand the work and service of obedient, soulless spirits of
an order lower than humanity. I do not pretend to deny it (who and
what are any of us to pretend to set bounds to the possibilities of the
infinite unknown ?), but, so far as at present advised, I can reconcile all
their phenomena with the positive and certain facts of our *“Modern
Spiritualism,” by assuming that they, the *“adepts,” are cultured and
Lighly devecloped mediums, far superior to the general run of ours
through their education, their thousands of years old traditions,
their ascetic purity of life, and their high, spiritualised condition ; and
that altendant spirits may do for them in vesponse to their

thought and wish, the things they fancy that they themselves
do through commanding force of their human will or power. Witness,
for instance, the marvellous things that this spirit, so-called “John
King,” performs for the Count de Bullet, through or with the
aid of the good medial conditions which happen to exist in the
organism of Firman. The Count never wills nor commands anything,
and yet these marvellous things take place. Attendant spirits, who one
and all claim to have lived in the flesh, do them, spontanecusly, of whom
¢ John King” seems to be the master of ceremonies ; and in the accon-
plishment of those marvellous things figure some spirits confessedly
of a much higher degree or sphere than himself at his present
stage of progress; whom he helps to produce the manifestations,
through the possession of a ¢*fluidic force’’ derived from the fact of
his being, while a good, yet a less elevated or advanced spirit than they ;
of his being more in or near to the material or earth-plane than they;
of liis having therefore connecting relations with matter which they
have not, which they would seem to have risen above, They cannot,
for instance, speak, yet *“ John King” and the ¢ little Indian” can do
so with great volubility, and the former often with great strength of the
vocal organs. “ Glaucus” and my mother have several times tried
hard to speak close to my ear, and yet they could only utter a few
whispered sounds, in which I could catch a single word here and there,
and nothing more (in the case of * Glaucus” it was Latin; in the
case of my mother, it was the word ¢ Herbert,” the name of
a brother of mine, long ago deceased). Only once has ¢ Glaucus”
been able to whisper three consecutive words, and my mother only
twice; both under strong stress of motive to speak. And yet, I repeat,
“John King” and the * Little Indian’’ can generally speak with great
freedom and force, either seriously, or about nothing, or good-natured
fun or nonsense. It seems that the lower can do things which the
higher cannot ; those things being manifestations in what we may call
the material plane. And yet the higher desire to do them—strive to do
them—for the sake of those here in the flesh whom they still love, but
need the help of the lower to be able to do them, and are grateful for
that help; while the lower, a *“ John Xing,” an * Ernest,” a ‘‘Joey,”
or a ‘““Lillie,” actuated by the best of feelings towards them and
towards us, seems to be a sort of manager of matters, a sort of stage-
manager, to ¢ bring forward” the others, to work the wondrous chemis-
try of materialisation for them, of the collection of the invisible actinic
light by means of which they can be photographed, &e., &c. Most of
the good mediums seem to have such a stage-manager, as it were. It
was so in California. It is so here. It seems to be so in England.
This is a curlous point in the observation of séunces. These workers
seem to be, T repeat, to be good spirits, labouring to progress by good
work and service in a good cause, possessing a ‘* fluidic force ” greater
than that of spirits in spheres higher away from the material plane,
and possessing it for the very reason that they are still nearer to, or
move in, that material plane.

Jan. 28.—Another beautiful photograph of ¢ Angela ” to-day, perhaps
the best yet obtained. Again a failure for my mother, though ‘ Alex-
andrine ” liad tried to * help her.” A fresh flower (a camellia) was
brought this morning for ‘“Angela,” and in the photograph it duly
appeared in lier bosom. e had also asked her to pose this time less
draped up to her throat, She accordingly appears in the picture as
reasonably décolletée, showing her beautifully shaped shoulders and
throat, and alsothe gold chain and turquoise cross given to her by the
Count some three years ago, which we have often seen her wear in
materialisations.

There occurred to-day the following little incident, perhaps worth
mentioning. John Xing had remarked on his always finding a pin in
the gauze veil, put into the cabinet to be used by the spirits in their
telegraphic poses (this pin was put in by Mrs. Firman, when she would
afterwards fold up the six metres of fine stuff, so as to bind it together
into small volume). This led to this colloquy between me and John :—
¢ Do you mean that you prick your fingers with the pin when you open
the stuff ?’—¢ No, I always see it,”—% Bat if you should Lappen to
overlook it, would it prick your finger and hurt you ?”—¢ Oh, no.”—
“Well, I don’t suppose you are materialised there as you are when you
come out to us, and shake our hands with a strong, warm, cordial hand
like our own ; but when you do thus take our hands with yours, which
feels as natural and life-like as our own, would the prick of a pin or a
cut or wound liurt you then, as it would us ?”—¢ No, you could not burt
me.”— A case is recorded as having taken place in Ameriea, in which
a rifle-ball was fired at a materialised spirit.”—* Yes, and you are quitc
welcome to do the same to me. It won’t hurt me.” We all disclaimed
any willingness to do such a thing. DBut he was quite persistent, and
seemed to urge us to do it. T will come out before you with my light,
and you may fire as many shots into me as you like. They won’t hurt me.”
He tried to persuade us to it. We all three replied that we could not
bear that even in imagination. Isaid, ©* But when you, as is sometimes
the case, tale out from the medium’s organism to help make up your
own materialisation, might not a pistol shot into you then hurt him ?”
—¢ Tn that case, it might, but it should only be done when I am fully
prepared. Then you might fire a cannon-ball into me, and I should not
care.” We all recoiled from the idea. And yet what would there be
in it after all worse than our having witnessed ¢ Angela "’for the first time
plunge her lovely young girl face into paraffin, at the temperature of
almost boiling water ? It wasa horrid and trnculent act, as once really
done in America (at St. Louis, I believe), because it was in pursuance
of a challenge by a sceptie, and, therefore, involved his willingness to
fire into what he believed to be a man personating a materialised spirit.
But it was actually done with a rifle placed on a rest, in exact line of
aim. If there were any worthy and adequate object to be attained, I
should not shrink from pulling the trigger now, in response to John's
repeated invitations. If, for example, the Academy of Sciences of Paris,
the Royal Society of London, &ec. (including disbelieving professors),
would atfend the “exccution,” on their own premises and under their
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own management, and then bind themselves to sign a full retractation of
their present fanaticism of incredulity, and to “give in fo spirits”
(under penalty of facing a similar pistol-shot for every learned scicntist
who should refuse to sign), then I might be willing to accept Johr King’s
proposition, and I have sufficient faith and conviction to be able to do
so without a tremor of nerve, or a shadow of doubt as to the result.
But for a mere superfluous test experiment, for ns who nced no such
further evidences (to be written to Z%e Spiritualist, and to be related to
people who will not believe, ¢ even though one should rise from the
dead ”’), I decline to pull that foolish trigger, even on John Xing’s own
invitation,

Feb. 3, —Through the past week we have had splendid success in our
photography in the dark. We have got several fine pictures of
“Glancus,” Ilis wag a succcss on the first day of his posing (Jan. 80).
It presents the same seraphic face as in the bust. Every day there is
variation in the pose and accessories. A large and handsome plain gold
cross had been given to him at the beginning of the séance on that 50th
Jan, by one of our number (we are three). This had been done in
pursuance of his expression of a wish for a cross, throngh the voice of
John King. This cross appears in all the pictures, not hanging from
his neck by his chain, but affixed to some part of his drapery as a sort
of badge. The distribution of the drapery, and the gnantity and parts
of the shoulders and bust shown, differ in all of them, ag also the direc-
tion in which the face is turned. In one of these (that of yesterday)
both forms appear, standing side by side, that of * Glaucus ” and that of
¢ Angela,”” both beantiful indeed. There had been a similar one the
day before, but the plate got broken in the course of the development,
which always takes place at once on the spot. The pictures are often
very slow in coming out; once it was forty-two minutes. The poses arc
now of about forty-five seconds to two minutes. It is John King who
always directs when to uncap and recap the camera. We were told
that there was great distress amongst the invisible one present when the
plate got broken; but they promised to try to repeat the picture next
day. “ Angela ” always exhibits some or others of the flowers (natural
ones, namely, three roses, a camellia, and several sprigs of narcissus),
which have been given her, and which they say-they preserve unfaded,
distributed in her hair or about her person. Yesterday we observed on
the developed plate what seemed quite different flowers or leaves, fring-
ing, as it were, the upper edge of her drapery, across her bosom. She
often writes after the séance through the hand of Mrs. Firman. As the
latter sat down for that purpose I asked *“ Angela ” where those flowers
had come from. She wrote that she made them from the roses which
had been given to her last week. We always now lay in the cabinet,
two or threc long pieces of gauze stuff, which the spirits employ very
gracefully in their poses, and then lcave in a heap on the floor where
they had stood, Sometimes they throw them tons. On two occasions
we were directed to keep in our laps, and hold firmly, the drapery
during the pose. Yet a double of the drapery appeared in the pictures
just as when they employ the original pieces. Compare this with the
faets mentioned in my last about the spirit ability to reproduce material
articles from “the essence ” of other ones, and particularly the incident
of the two oriental handkerchiefs at Madame Blavatsky’s.

Will any of my friends about 38, Great Russell-strect cling still to
the marble or plaster cast theory as to the origin of the paraflin moulds
and busts, when we have so many variations, repetitions, in photography
of “Angela” and “ Glaucus,” the same ag in their busts, yet never
identical from one day to another?

One little circumstance may be worth noting. In all our séances
Firman is in a trance sleep, lying on a mattress in the cabinet. A few
mesmerising passes from the Count suffice to throw him into and
reawaken him from that condition. We have observed that bis trance
is evidently much deeper—that he is much further gone in trance—at
these photographic séances than ever before. It is real, hard, and
protracted work for the Count to get him back, and he wakes in a state
of utter daze, It is some time before he can sit up. When lifted to
his seat on the mattress, if not held up from behind, he will instantly
fall back, having no power to keep himself crect. Ile is evidently
heavily drawn upon when * John King ” has to do the double work of
materialising the spirit forms and making the {to us invisible) light for
the photography. He has said that he gets it chiefly out of the medinm’s
brain. Does thie phosphorus in the brain play any part in this opera-
tion? ““John King,” in reply to a question, admitted that it had
something to do with it. You will remember how often we have wit-
nessed the fading light of his well-known “lamp” revive and brighten

" a3 he will apply it to the head of the Count, who is very mesmeric. An
English reader wrote me last week how the idea had occurred to him that
perhaps light might be got by spirits out of the brains of animals just
killed, and that he took that of a bullock, placed in a basin, to the
medium Williams, whose familiarly known spirit Joey did exhibit a
considerable body of light just above the basin, which was reflected in
the chimney-glass, and which Jasted over an hour, when “Joey” said
they could not get any more light out of it. My correspondent suggested
our making trial of that as an experiment in our photography, in the
hope of its economising the available ¢ power,” so as to enable more of
it to be utilised in the materialisation, as distinet from the light-pro-
duction. But John King did not receive the suggestion with favour.
“ Yes,” he said, ‘it is o matter of brains, but human brains, not those
of dead snimals” I understand that he has since expressed at Wil-
liams’s o willingness to try the experiment,

No success yet with the promised photograph of my mother, notwith-
standing daily attempts. Only an occasional slight, confused impres-
sion on the plate. But the same was the case at first with ““ Angela
and ‘‘ Alexandrine,” who now come splendidly, and without fail. On
the 13th December ¢ Angela ’* wrote that she was “ quite discouraged ;”
but she was made to persevere.

More in a few days.

Paris, Feb, 4.

J. L. O’Svrrivaw.,

THUE SCIENCE OF MAN AND MIND.
“My Train I'll provo tho femalo to my soul ;
My soul the father ; and these two beget
A generation of still breeding thoughts,
And these samo thonghts people this littlo world
Tn humours like the people of this world ;
For no thought is contented.”— Shakspeare.

Sir,—It seems to me that we have not as yet made one step in
advance in respect to the philosophy of man—or, I should rather say,
of mind—for no one as yet has been able to demonstrate what the soul
is, and, therefore, we cannot possibly know what is its function and
field of operation in the body. Some believe that there is a body, soul,
and mind ; others that the soul and mind are one and the same ; whilst
those who regard the mind as mere perception or state of consciousness,
refer it to an Ego—either a thinking substance we call brain, or to a
thinking substance we call soul. Professor Tyndall talks of a chasm
between thought and substauce which we cannot bridge over, An
“asses’ bridge” indeed, since it supposes sensation to be an entity
separate from that which feels, which is nonsense. Now, no one, by
taking thought, can find out God; and no one—no, not all mankind
combined—by taking thought, can create a science of mind. The
science of mind must be pursued after the same method that has been
found successful in every other department. I-care nothing about
what this person thinks or that person said, but, as in a court of law,
I demand evidence and proof. The pious Schlegel, in his philosophy of
life, says—"* The existence of the brutes is simple, because in them the
goul is completely mixed up and merged in the organic body, and is
one with it ; on the destruction of the latter it reverts to the elements,
or is absorbed in the general soul of nature.” And again—¢ Triple is
the nature of man, but fourfold is the human consciousness ; for spirit
or mind, like the soul, divides and falls asunder, or, rather, i3 split and
divided into two powers or halves: the mind, namely, into under-
standing and will ; the soul into reason and fancy.” Now, I do but
give this nonsense as an example, from a clever man, of the wrong
method ; what I may ecall the thinking-it-out-method ; in a word,
metaphysics, which mostly ends in some sort of idealism, ignoring the
evidence of the senses. Hexry G. Arkivson, F.G.S,

Benlogne-sur-Mer,

MORE FREEDOM FOR WOMEN.

Siz,—~The TWomen's Suffrage Jowrnal for January says:—¢ The
penalties and disabilities imposed on wives by the English marriage law
are such as to render the position of a woman who cohabits with a man
safer and better, both as regards the ownership of her property, and the
custody and maintenance of her children, than if she were legally
married ; and solong as this barbarous and disgraceful law is maintained,
it is probable that there will be a large and increasing number of women
who will refuse to subject themselves to its provisions.”

OBsERVER,

February 11th,
A CASE OF DISTRESS.

Sir,—Will you kindly insert the following in The Spiritualist .—
Mr. and Mrs, Ilocker (well-known workers in the causc of Spirit-
ualism) are in very needy circunstances just now. Owing to their
illness he is unable to attend to his business as bootmaker. They
are afraid of having their home broken up, unless a few kind friends
will assist them in their Lour of need. Sums, however small, T am
sure, would be gratefully received by them ; or, if sent to me, T will at
once forward them the amounts, Mr, Hocker’s address is 33, ITeury-
street, Portland-town, London. Evnizaseru COWrER.

388, Bdgware-road, London, W., Feb, 15th, 1878.

Masor THoMas Gares ForsteR and Dr. J. M. Peebles will, next
Sunday evening, at seven o’clock, deliver addresses in Doughty Iall,
Mr. William White will preside.

Tur following extraordinary item of news in the Boston (U.S.)
Sunday Ilerald of February 3rd last, is without foundatiou in fact :—
“ Miss Showers, the well-known English medium for form manitesta-
tions, lias just been married to Captain John Jawes, of Tottenham.”’

SpIRITUALISM 1¥ Darsron.—The ordinary monthly meeting of the
council of the Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism was
held on Thursday evening, last week, at 53, Sigdon-road, Hackney
Downs, E., under the presidency of Mrs. Corner. There were also
present Mrs. Wood, Messrs. J. Tozeland, R. Pomeroy Tredwen, and
T. Blyton. ILetters of general interest were read from Mr. C. C.
Massey, Mr. T. Catmur, Dr. Mouck, and Mr. Edwin Dottridge.
Messrs. J. R. Williams and W. Langham Millard were elected ordinary
members, and Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen was re-elected representative
on the council of the British National Association of Spiritualists for
the current year. A letter of resignation of membership from Miss
Jenuie Pope was ““accepted with regret.”’ The cash accounts were
submitted and passed, and a renewal order given for the Banner of
ZLight for the reading room table. Messrs. G. R. Tapp and IR, Pearce
were appointed to act as a committee to value the stock of the asso-
ciation, in pursnance of their suggestion on auditing the 1877 accounts.
A subscription arravgement for procuring a copy of Isis Unveiled for
the library was approved. Mrs. Corner was elected to the presidency,
and Mr- . Pomeroy Tredwen to the vice-presidency of the associa-
tion. The February agenda was submitted and confirmed. Letters
were read from Mr. D. G. Titz-Gerald, M.8.Tel.L., consenting to
read a paper; and Mr. T. L. Nichols, M.D., offering to narrate a
“ Glost Story ” ; it was agreed to fix the 4th and 18th March next
as dates for Mr. TFitz-Gerald’s paper and Dr. Nichol's narrative
respectively, The council then adjourned.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDIENTS.
A CORRESPONDENT writcs from Bath, cxpressing a regret that photographic
likenesses of Madame Blavatsky are not purehasable in this country.
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY. POEMS OI' PROGRESS. Givon by spirits throngh MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 2
? ! the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work, J
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND is a collection of beautiful poems. 73, 6d. Oriental Religons (Johnson) .  cbten Tittle book 0
BIOLOGY BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER | Religlons of the World (Leighi—A wellwritten little book, — -
! %VHIOH HELPED THEM TO PERFORM MIGIITY WORKS. | Keyg of the Ovceds® o sp.lmwm .ew v o ke

Representing the English and American L.i ird y Allan Putnam, Gs . The Wheel of the Law (Alabsster)—A boof containing in
ualsm, obteinable of W H, Harrison. ’gzgffzf;ﬁ;’f $pit | PROPLE FROM THE OTIER WORLD, by Col. L. it STESting partioulars and legends relating to Buddlism 14 0
paper Brauch Office, 33, Gireat Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 8. Olootit.  Profusely illustrated. ~This hook is dedieated to Mr. [ g8 of %.m;{i??z"n SOCr“ng(Tlf(llS (Noyes) . . . . i§ e
London, W.C T ! ! \Villila{n Cmokctsl and I\I]}.lAll;rcdmR1¥sscll w.lvt}mch Tkhe aﬁt}gﬁr Catevn of Baddhl g s ?ptu;‘cs (}b‘g ‘(ﬂB)eal) . . - 28

it is a Iitcrary gentleman of high standing in New York, an e 0 . s S i . . DR
book censigtg of descriptions of seances at which materialised Threading my Way, an Antobiography, by Robert Dalc Owen, 7 6

[For purposes of mutnal convenicnce the above office hag been
rented on the premiges of the National Assoclation of Splrit~
ualists, but the Assoclation and The Spiritualist Newspaper and
pltxlbnsl]uug business sre not iu any way connceted with each
other.,

PRIMITIVE: CHRISTIANITY and MODERN
SPIRITUALISM, by Kugene Crowell, M.D., of New York.
This 1g a standard work on Spirifualism by a competent observer,
who, after studying its facts for inany yecars, liag drawn from
them only such ¢onclusions as they wartang, and who has com-
prchensively dealt with the whole subjest.  In two volumes,
price 10s, 6d.per volume.

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Conrt of Naples, A
standard work containing intcresting and  well-authenticated
facts, proving the reality of spirit comminnion. It also contains
an elaborate essay defining the author's views of the relation-
ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s. 6d.

FOOTTALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An exccllent book of absorb-
ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narrvatives, deserib-
ing manifestations produced Ly spirits. 7s. 6d.

BEPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of
the Dinlectiral Society. This committse consisted of literary,
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritnal-
ism for two years without engaging ‘the scrvices of any profes-
sional medium, after which they published the report,  Original
edition, 153, ; moderately abridged edition, 5s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT-
UALIS), by Willam Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever
pubhshed to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of
thc physical plicnomena of Spiritualism, &s.

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book containg a masterly
argument in reply to IIume's “ Essay on Miracles.,” It also
records a largo numboer of intercsting spiritual manifestations,
lind containg some of the persounl cxpericuces of Mr. Wal-
ace. 53

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE,
by Epes Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti-
eated spiritunl plienomena. Information about the relativuship
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given. &s.

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey.
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly
bound, with gilt edges, 29,

LETTERS ON SPIRITUATLISM, by the late J. W.
Edmends, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S. This
ook cousists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scicntific
aspects of Spirituallsny,  3s. 6d.

WHERE ARE TIE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM
EXPLAINED, by Fred, A. Binney, A practically uscful work
fur inquirers, giving goucral information about English profes-
glonal and non-professional mediums,also about the periodical
aud other Literaturc of Spiritualism.  3s.

TIHE OTIER WORLD, by the Rev. G. T
Lee, D.CL. This newly-published book containg Facts
and Traditions relating to Dreams, QOracos, Apparitions,
Wralths, Warnings, and Witclieraft. The author adinits the
reality of Spiritual visitatious, but considers modern Spiritual-
isin to be diabolical. Ile, hiowever, gives valuable facts, pre-
viously unpublished, and prints the only authorised and com-
Ecte account of the Apparition seen Ly one of the ancestors of

ord Lyttlcton. 2 Vols,, crown 8vo., 183, ,

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epos
Rargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged
ability, gives an account of the matcrialisation of Spirits in
£ungzland and Ancrica durlag the past few years in the presence
of famous mediums, and, as & rule, before educated witnesses
of more or lesg literary aud scientific ability. The worle also
containg remarks on the relatious of the facts to thcolozy,
morals, and religlon: and it is prefoccd with a portrait of the
materialised spirit Katle King, copicd from o photograph of her
takeu by Mr. Iarrison by the aid of the magncsium light. 5a.

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev.
Wiltiam Mountford. The author is an_acute and vigorons
thinker, and a writer of unguestioncd ability. Contents: Tle
Anti-Supernaturalism of tho Present Ape; Science and the
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine; Miracles and the Be-
weving Spirit; The Scriptures and I'nenmatology: Miracles
and ;Science: the Spirit: and the Propliets Thereof; Auti-
Supernatural Misunderstandings; the t Tcstatic; DMatter
and Spirit; the Outburat of Spiritualism ; Thoughts on Spiri-
tualism ; A Miracle Defined : Miracles as Signs; Miracles and
the Creative S‘Jh‘lt; Miracles and Iuman i\':tture; Miracles
and Pncumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testmnent; the
Old Testament aud the New; the Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit ;
Jesus and Resurrcetion; the Church and the Spirit. 12mo.,
600 pp.  Clotli 10s, Gl

ALLAN EARDECS «SPIRITS' BOOK™ (Blackwell).
7s 6d.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In
tliis cxtraordlnary book the author, who is a Professor of
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
by vision events connected with the carly tustory of geological
apecimens - these sensitives thus saw thie Mastodon and other
extinct animals as if living and moving belore them ; they like-
wise saw the sceunes by which thcse prehistoric animalg swere
surrounded, The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine
portions of different planets, aud they gave deseriptions of the
Inhabitants, pliyslcal geography, and vegetation of cach, The
book 1s fllustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
scnaitives as tha visions passed hefore their eycs. The substanco
of a review of this book in  The Spiritualist * was to the cffcet
that there Is no doubt as to the 1utcg1r1ty of tlie author, who nlse
possesses sufficient intelligencs to select clairvoyants who wauld
not cieat iim. The question as to the reliability of the narratives
thercfore narrows itsclf down to the question of the reliability
of clairvoyance, whicli, when employed to gain information about
distant placcs on earth, has been found somectimes to give ac-
eurate results and sometimes inaccurato results. The review
furtlier cxpresses tlie opinion that if cver luterplanetary cown-
munication should be established, it will he blv nieans of clair-
voyauce or some other of the Intent aud little understood
sp';rimml powers iu wan, Threo Vols, 2is.; or 88 pcr siugle
volume.

POEMS OF THE INNER LIF'E. Given by Spirits
through tho m:diumship of Llzzle Doten. The accusation {ssoune-
timnes made by disbelievers that spirit mncssages arc of atrumpery
character, but these beautiful pocing give evidence that all spirit
utteranees are not so. “The I‘ro})ltccy of Vala,” published
in this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen
Poe, Is better than any which that poct wrote duriug the whole
of l|if life on carth. Best edition, gilt, 10s. Gd.; cheap edition,
78. Gl

spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the
author and otlier witncsscs, Pictures of the 1iddy Brothers,
their lomestead. and the phenomena presented at their seances,
are included in the work. 12s. 6d.

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces
15)§ music, and 550 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John 8. Adams.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. 6d.

POEMS BY ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a
publie trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s.

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. ¥s. 6d. -
TIFE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspirau a-
ally through the mediumship of Mrs, Maria M. Kiug. 78, 6d.
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, containg the

testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave, 5s.
HINTS FOR THE BVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL-
1SM, by M. P, 28, 6d.
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.8.; contzing

g}gpe(ziiments on Mesmerism and argumesuts relating to Free Will.
3. 6d.

"STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair-

voyant. Gs.

THE INNELR MYSTERY. An inspirational poem.
By Lizzic Doten. 25,

LELECTRICAL PBYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d.
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Irogressive
principles, 6s. 6d

FLASHES OT LIGHT IROM THE SPIRIT
WORLD. Through the mediumshlp of Mrs, Conant. 7s, 6d.

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. 6d.
RADICAL REYMES, by William Denton. 63. 6d.
OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d.

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood's
translation.) 7s. 6d.

THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. O. Barrett.
78, 6.

STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICTIAT SOMNAXM-
BULISM. Ys 6d.

MRS. CROWE'S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.

THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6.

GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. Aninteresting

little ook, containing wessages given by Spirits through the
Writing Mcdiumship of o Lady. 2s. Gd.

PSYCHOLOGICAT: MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and
Dr. Dauiel II. Tuke. 23s.

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosiand, 2s. 6d.

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU,
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the

Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev, Canon
Callaway, M D., in three parts,

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
by Thomas P. Barkas.

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the
Rey. Bourchier Wrey Saville, MLA. 4s. 6d.

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s.

CARERR OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Iiudson
Tuttle, 2s. 6d.

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A COollection of Songs for
the use of Spiritualists. Papcr, 6d.

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAT'T, by Sir Walter
Beott. Os.

SIGNS BEFORE DEATI. A Record of Strange
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, cte.  3s. 6d.

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO-
?IOGR.—LPH Y OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chasc.
3. 6 g

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com-
?mn&canlous from many Spirits by the haud of Isaac Post.
3. 6d.

THF GADERENL; OR, SPI'RITS IN PRISON, by
J. 0. Barrett and J. M. Poebles:

LIFE BEYOND TIIE GRAVE, descriked by a Spirit
through a ‘Writing Medium. 3s. :

WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAYVIS,

n

The ©* Poughkeepsie Secr.”

Nature's Divine Revelations . . . .13
"The Physieian. Yol 1. Gt Ilaruonia . .7
The ‘L'eacher. s 11, » . . . o T
The Scer. W ILT, » . N . .7
The Reformer.  ,, 1V. »ooe . . o7
The Thinker. » Y. . e . . . .7
Magic Staff, An Antobiography ot A. J. Davis . . .7
A Stellar Key to the Swmuer Laud . . . . 8

Arabula, or Divine Guest . . . .
Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v, Theology, . .
Augwers to Rver-recurring Questious frow the People .
Children's Progressive Lyceum Maunzl . .
Deatht and the After-Life .
History and Philvosophy of Evil .
Harbinger of Health |, . . .
Havwonial Man: or, Thoughts for vhe Age

Hvents in the Life of a Seer, (Memorauda.}
Philosoply of Speeinl Providence .

Free Thoughts Concerning Teligion .

Penetralin; Containing Harmonial Answers .
Philosophy of Spiritua! Intercourse . .
Tho Inuer Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained .
The Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves
The Fountaln, with Jets of New Meanings
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Tale of a Physiciau ; or, Sccds and Fruits of Crime .
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims . . .
Conjugal Love; Truth v, flicology . . . . .

MMorning Lectures . . . ’

Travels of Fah-Hian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from
China to India (400 A.p. and 318 A.n.). Translated from
the Chinesc Ly Samuel Beal, B.A., Trin. Coll., Can. .10

The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zulus,
hﬂ' the Rev. Henry Callaway, DLD. 1In six parts . 16

The Lite and Teachings of Confucius. 'l‘mns.aterf into Enalish,
with Prelimiuary Lssays and Explanatory Notes, by James
Legge, D.D. . . . . . \ . 10

Myths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Su?erstitions inter
preted Ly Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10

Awag1-IIind’; or, A Voice from the anges, by an Indiax Olficer 5

The Life and Works of Mencius, Translated_into Eni,?ish
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL D, ., 12

Ou Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Fx-

lanation of the Mpysteries of Modern Spiritualiam,
reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photography, Faith

Will, Origin of Life, Ancesthesia, and Neryous Congestion

bﬂnobert I. Collyer, MD. =~ = . . 128

The Dervishes: or, Oriental Spirituslism, by Johm P. Brown, -
Secretary of the Legatiou of the United States of America
at Coustantingple . . . . . .

Mythology and Popular Traditions of Seandinavia, North

aud the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. In
three vols. . . . . . . L 18 6

The Koran; commonly called the Alcoran of Mahommed,
Translated Into English immediately from the originat
Arabic, by George 8ale . . . . . 10

SPIRIT PEOPLE,

A saentifically accurate description of Manifestations
recently produced by Spirits, and

SIMULTANEQUSLY WITNESSED BY TEE AUTHOR AND OTHER
OBSERVERS IN LONDON.

By WILLIAM H, HARRISON.
Limp Cloth, red edges. Prieo 1a.; post free 1s, Id.
38, Creat Russell Street, London, W.C.

Or of MussRS. COLBY AND RicH, 9, Montgomery-street,
Boston, U.S.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

“As o dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have
investizated the subject without pre-conceived idesas, and the
result of his exarnination has been to identify his opinions with
those of Messrs, Varley, Orookes and Wallace, in favour not
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of
the genuineness of the communications alleged to he
given by the spirits of tbe departed. Into the much vexed
question of & privri objections to Mr, Harrison’s opinions we
shall not now enter. \Ye will only suy that his descriptions of
facts are eouched in a moderate and truly seientifie spirit, that
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his
experienco led him to make, and that tho whole tone of the
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic protension) is
rigorously logical.” —Public Opinion.

* At tho outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclafins any
inteution of proselytising or forcing his opinion dow pnon-
Spiritnalistic throats, and it i3 only fair to admit that the
guccceding pages are remarkably free from argument and
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb-
founding nature,”—London Figaro,

“ Although the author hag talen. gome trouble t0 prove that
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so
far from being impressed by the ovidence he has brought for
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any
of the monscnsical acts with which they are accreditecd.—
Morning Advertiser.

“ The unprojudiced and dispassionato tcmper in which
Mr. Ifarrison secms to have appronched the question, emi-
nently fitted liim to test the authenticity and the value of the
phenomena he undertakes to chroniclo, and after & careful
porusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to
his views. Hae states occurrences and events, or what he be-
lieves did really happen, in & vemarkably clear and narrative
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The
mode in which Mr. Tarrison has discharged his task is praise-
worthy ; but what of the task itself? To those who ars un-
acquginted with the pretensions of Spiritualiem, and *hose so-
called, nnd to thoe majority, incredible manifestations of the
spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the
systewm, the revelations contained in Sperit People will appear
s\tanliug and antecedently impossible."—South Wales Daily
News

o oo o

Limp cloth, red edges. Price 1s. Id., post free.
W, 11, JIARRISON, 38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LoxDoN, W.C.

NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS
Containing instructions

JIOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,
With no Spiritnalist or Profesgionai Medium present, may bo
obtained at Zhe Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, price

300 for 1s., post free, or 500 for 1s. 6d., post fiee
These leaflets are specially suitable
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEETINGS,

And in localities where mediums and spirit circles are not
numerous.

The Spirttualist says:—* Contention about Spiritualism and
mediums should be avoided, and action substituted. Tbereal
strongth of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts than in
clamouring about them ; the facts. therefore, should be multi-
plied by the wholesale dissemination of priuted information
how to form eircles in the homes of private families, A pro-
portion of those who receive the information will try experi-
ments, and those who obtain the phcnoniena in their own
homes will at once irrevocably recoguise as impostors or dis-
reputably unsafo guides, those newspapers and individuals
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true.  If every
Sypiritualist makes it binding upon bimself to * drep about ™ or
distribute flve hundred of the leaflets, coutaining instructions
bLow to form spirit cireles at home, the whole uation will be
deluged with useful information, and sveh a number of
mediums will spring up in private families, as to rapidly in-
crense the knowledge of truths calculated to benefit in the
highest degree this materialistic, congaquently irreligious age.”

EAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES

FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES

IN GLORY. @iven through tho medinmship of F, J, THEO~

BALD. Part 1, price 6d,, paper cover, * JTeaven Opened,” being

more advanced spirit messages. Dart 2, price €., paper

cover, " Heaven Opened.” The two parts bound in one volume,
Cloth Is.  The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offlce.
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NEW ERA. Just Published, From 7The Bristol Daily Post.
[!& Price Sevean Shlllings and Sixpence, Crown 8vo, richly glid, A curions colleetion of verses and prose essay$ of unegnal
merit. ., . The serious and sentimenta) verses belong to the type

HOW TO PREVENT DISEASE AND PRE-
MATURE DEATH BY NATURAL MEANS.

I ORD BEACONSFIELD justly statod the other
4 day that *“ the health of the peoplc is really the foundation
upon which all their happiness and power as a State depend.”
Tor the most practical mode of preventing deseasc und premature
death see a large Illustrated Sheet given with cach bottle of
LNO'S FRUIT SALT. The informationis invaluablc. As a
HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLING, and INVIGO-
RATING BEVERAGE, or as a gentle laxative and tonie in the
various forms of indigestion, use ENO'S FRUIT SALT (prepared
§l'om sound ripe frnit). It is the best preventive and cure for
Billousness, Sick Héadache, Skin Eruptions, Impure Blood,
Pimples on the Face, Giddiness, Fevers, Feverishness, Feverish
Colds, Mental Depression, Waut of Appetite, Sourncss of the
Stomach, Constipation, Vomiting, Thirst, &e., and to remove the
effects of errors of cating and drinking.

ENO’S FRUIT SALT.—“ Amongst the many
and varied medicinal discoveries of the nineteenth centnry
nong, parhaps, has advanced so rapidly into public notice
as ENO'S TFRUIT SALT. Comnparatively nnknown
some Year or S0 ago, this preparation, which is made
from ripe sound fruit, is now met with in every quarter
of the globe. The great merit which is claimed for it is
that it keeps the blood pure and the system perfectly
clear, and thus takes away thc groundwork of mala-
rious diseascs so common to towns and districts which
are {ll-drained. 'Therc is little doubt but that the time
Wwill eventually come when fevers and diseases resulting
from golsoned blood wlll be considered as offences
agalnst the well-being of communities at large; but we
will, in all probability, be some while yet before it
shaﬁ lhave arrived at such a pitch of sanitary perfection.
Meanwhile, w¢ cannot withhold a welcome to any
specific which may prove a means of preserving or restor-
ing health. The simpler the better, so long only as it is
effeetual. KNO’S TRUIT SALT has been found an
excellent corrective to the digestive organs, and in the
colonics, in India, and in South America, has a largely
increasing sale. It is better by far than «“nips,” and
amongst the Good Templars—a Numerous ¢ommunity atl
over the world—it is recognised not only as a refreshing
but also as a stimulating drink.”—ZEuropean Mail, Nov. 1,
1877,

WHAT EVERYBODY WANTS TO
KNOW.

NO'S FRUIT SALT.—A Gentleman writes :(—
«Qince I have nsed ENQO’S FRUIT SALT night and
morning, my headaches, &c., have left me, and this after
suffering for above twenty years. You should make this
fact well known.”

FNO’S FRUIT SALT.— A Lady writes: —

A «Everything, medicine or food, ceased to aet properly for
at least three months before I eomnienced taking it the
little food I could take gencrally punished me or returned.
My life was onc of great suffering, so that T must have
succumbed before long.”

WHAT EVERY TRAVELLING TRUNK AND HQUSEHOLD
IN THE WORLD OUGHT 'O CONTAIN—A BOTILE OF

ENO’S FRUIT SALT,
S A

GENERAL LAXATIVE AND TONIC
IN THE VARIOUS FORMS OF INDIGESTION,

SUARANTEED TO BE PREPARED FROM SQUND RIPE
FRUIT

‘The Fruit Salt is one of Nature’s own products. It containg all
the valuable saline constituents of Ripe I'ruit in a portable,

areeable, and simple form, and is in every respect as harmless
gs thie juices of fruits from which it is obtained. .

In Pimples and Blotches on the Face, Sallowness of the Skin,
and Depression of Spirits, it is most useful, for not the least of its
rocommendations is its resemblance to fruit in the natural way
in which it relieves the system of effete or poisonous matter,
which, if rctained, poisons the blood; and its advantages over
fruit is that it can be always at hand when required. Its
preparation has been truly styled one of the triumphs of modern
chemistry. Inhot or forcign climates it is invaluable. Tt allays
nervous excltement, and restores the nervons system to ity
proper condition (by natural means), In the Nursery it isbeyond
praise.

ENO'S FRUIT SALT

ig partleularly valuable, No travcller should leav¢ home without
a supply, for by its use the most dangerous forms of TIevers,
BlootPI%isons, %e., are Prevented and Cured. It is, in truth, a
Tamily Ddecdicine Chest in the simplest yet most potent torm.
Instead of being lowering to the system, this preparationis, in
thc highest degree, Invigorating. 1Its cftect in relieving thirst,
giving tone to the system, and aiding digestion fs most striking.

ENO‘S FRUIT SALT (one of Nature’s own
“ products) keeps the blood pure, and is thus ot {tsclf one of
thic most valuable means of keeping the blcod free from
fevers and blood poisons, liver complaints, &c., ever
diseovered. As a means of preserving and restoring
health, it is nnequnalled ; and it is, moreover, a pleasant,
retreshing and invigorating beverage. After a patient
and careful observation of its cffects when used, I have
no hesitation in stating that if its great value in keeplug
£ the body healthy were universally known, ot a house-
hold in the land would be without it, nor a siugle
travelling trunk or portmantcau but would contain it.—

J. ¢, Exo,

ENO’S FRUIT SALT.—¢TI am very much pleased
with your FRUIT SALT. I have fully proved its great
efficacy by its having entirely cured me of indigestion.”—

T. Woob, Jun,, 'l'udor-road, Canterbury.

"?V’ORTH& OF NOTICE.—PALPITATICN OF
THE HEART, caused by Liver Derangement and Indiges-
tion, frequently called (or mistaken for) Heart Disease :—
< On April 14 I purchased a bottte of your FRUIT SALT,
not feeling very well at the time, and it had an effect that
I never anticipated when I boughtit. I hadsuffercd more
or less, since the year 1841, from palpitation of the heart,
but very badly during uhe last few years. The least thing
would produce it during the day, and at night my sleep
was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the nrst
dose of FRUIT SALT, the dangerous, annoying, and
fruly disagreeable symptoms of palpitation snddenly
ccased, and have not since returned, Butof gratitude for
the benofit which I have received, I have recommended it
to all smy#rlends, both in London and Yarmouth., At the
same time, I feel it a duty to state the above facts, of
which you can make whatever use you Inlease —1I am,

dear sir, yeurs respectfully, “W. B, Brcxerr.”

Aug. 80, 1877.—10, York-square, Commicrcial-road, London, E.

CAUTION. — Examine each Bottle and see the
Capsule is marked “ENO'S FRULIT SALT.” Without it
rou have been imposed on by a worthless imitation, TRADE
[ARK—ENO'S FRUIT SALT, FRUIT SALINE, o’ FRUIT POWDER,
Sold by all Chemists. Price 2s. 9d. and 4s. €d.

Sole Agent jor Paris~PHARMACIE DE BERAL 1 RUE DE
LA TALX,

THE LAZY LAYS
AND PROSE IMAGININGS,
BY WILLTAM H. HARRISON.

An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of Poetical and Prose
‘Writings, Grave and Gay.
The gilt device on the cover de&sigtllled by Florence Claxton and the
Authot.

" CONTENTS,
PaRrt 1.—Miscellaneous Poeras and Prose Wrifings.

1. The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2, The Soung of the Newspaper
Lditor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4 The Castle.—5. 'I'he
Ly of the Fat Mau —G. 1'he Ioetry of Science.—7. 1low Hadji
Al Shacabuc was Photographed, (A letter from adji Al Shacabac,
a gentleman who visited London on_business counected with a
Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustaphi Ben Buckram, Chief of the Col-
lege of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople.)—8. The Lay of the
Broad-Brinuned [at.—9. St. Bride’s Bay.—10. The Lay of the
Market Gardener.—11. * Fast Kulls the Eventide,”—12. Our Raven,
—13. Materialistic Religion.—13. The Lay of the I’hotographer.—
14, How o Double the Utility of the Printing Iress.—15. The
Song of the Mother-in-Law.—16. Wirbel-bewegung.—17. < >oor Old
Joe!”—18. The Ilunan Hive.—19. The Lay of the Mace-Bearers —
20. A Love Song.—21. A Vision.—22,  Under the Limes,”—23. The
Angel of Silence.

Parr 2—2%he Wobblejaw Ballads, by Anthony Wobbleaws.

24. The Public Aualyst.—25. General Grant’s Reception at Folke-
stone.—26. The Rifle Corps.—g7. Tony’s Lament.—28, The July
Bug,—29, The Converted Carman.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
From The Morning Post.

The 3oraning Post, which strongly reecommends the book in a
review ncarly a colummn long, says:—*Comic literature which
honestly deserves the epithct scems to be rapidly becoming a
thing of the past; couscquentty auy writer wlio, like Mr. Ilarrison,
exhibits a4 genuine vein of humouy, deserves the praise of all who
are not too stupid to enjoy an innocent lanugh. ot that his muse
restricts hersclf only to stch Hghter utterances ; on the contrary,
some of lig poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feclings
of our comimon humanity. .. . 'The unfortunate Iladji's narrative
of hiis adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite
one of the funniest things that has been published for years....
The bhook containg quife enoush to ensure it a welcome from
which its tasteful agpearm\ce will not detract.” The Morning
Post says of The Wobblejaw fallads:—* No onc can help laughlng
at them,” and it says that the rhymes are pitched in * something
like the same key” as The Don Gaultier Ballads or The Biglow
Papers,  with an appreeiably suceessful resnlt,”

From ZThe Court Journal.

¢ All are of marked ability. ... Oceasionally we find verse of

gres.t’ beanty, showing that the author possesses the pure poetic
ift.
& TFrom The Graphic.

“Those wlio can appreciate genuine, unforced humour should
not fail to read Zhe Lazy Lays and_ Prose Imagenings. Written,

rinted, published and reviewed by William H. Harrison (38, Great

tussell-street). Both the verses and the shiort essays are really
funny, and in some of tle latter there is a vein of genial satlre
which adds piquancy to the fun. Zhe Lay of the Newspaper Iiditor
is capital, if rather severe, and so is Zhe Lay of the Macebearers;
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he
went to be photographed.”
Trom Public Opinton.

¢ A volume of remarkably good verse. ... Some of the metrical
legends remind us of the wild chants thiat used to be sung at the
meetings of the Cannibal Club.some ten or fiftecn ycars ago. Mr.
Ilarrison, however, knows where to plant his fun, and at accu-
rate scientific mind like his can mnake jokes with suceess. ... To
all who wish to read a pleasant volnme magnificently got up as a
gift-book, we commend Zhe Lazy Lays.”

From The Bookseller.

An odd but most cntertaining assortment of qualnt and
lumorous fancics, some in verse and others in prose, and atl
written with a fluent and not ungraccful pen.,  The vein of
humour which permeates tliem is genuine, rich, and original, and
not at all ill-natured.” )

From XNature,

« Selentifie men and matters are in one or two eases alluded to,
and the imprint bears that thic work is published *aA.p. 1877
(popular chronology) ; A, 5877 (Torquemada) ; A.M. 50,800,077
(Huxley).” We Dbeliave that our readers may derive a little
amusement from a perusul of the volume.”

From The Heitish Journal of Photography.

““ The Lazy Lays include many admirable pieces, some of which
arein verse and otliers in prose, somne scientific, others sociul, but
all of them exéellent. . . . The LZazy Lays will make excellent aud
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour. . . . They con-
tain nothing unrefined or in bad taste.”

Trom The Dublin Uriversity Magazine,

¢ How I[adji Al Shacabag, an amiable Turk, was pliotographed,
18 well done. , . . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design,”

Irom The Protographic News.

¢ Blr. VWV, IL. Harrison, a gentleman whose name s famlliar in
corulection with photographic and othier scientific literature, has
considerable facility of versificatiou, and deals, in pleasaut and
bhumorous mood, with many scientific follies which are better
laughed down than gravely disputed.”

From The Scotsman.

“In Mr. W. H. Iarrison's Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings
thereis o good deal of hraad humour and satiric power, witll a due
foundation of solid sense.”

From The Bradford Daily Chronicle.

< Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. llarrison has produced
a most welcome book... Ilow Iladji al Shacabac was Photo-
graphed,” will be sure to make cvery reader roar with laughter.”

From The Dundee Daily Advertiser.

¢ Yith such a frec and easy author it is naturally to be expected
that his subjects should bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn-
crasy, and indeed they are as frce and easy as himself. . .. 'I‘/‘lle
poemns are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing.
... The work is very elaborately bound in cloth aud gilt. ..., &
gorgeous design upon the cover, ... [f our readers wish to en-
courage laziness they have a nost deserving objeet in a very
clever and versatile member of the order,”

¥rom The Liwverpool Daily Courier.

¢ Tn hls handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr.,
William H. Harrison provides a gift-book elegant 1 its appear-
ance and entertaining In its conteunts. . . . The author is imbued
with glhe true spirit of humour, and amuses all while offending

none
Yrom The Western Daily Press (Dristol).

¢« A volume from the versatile pen of Mr, W, I1I, Harrison, a
well-known eontributor to the London and provincial press, and
cditor of Zhe Spiritualist.. .. Many of the humorous poems re-
mind us of the Ingoldsby Legends. “he Lay 6f the ’holographer
1he Lay of the Macebearers, aud some of Zhe Wobblejww Ballads
would not have beeu unworthy of Barhin himselt, Some of the
shorter poems are exquisite, and there pervade the whole a reli-
gious sentiment and poctic fecling whicl will make thein accepts
able to most readers.”

From the daily Northern Whig (Belfast). ‘

“I'he finest thing {n the book Iy “Iow Iladji Al Shacabac was
Photographed.” It is an admirable addition to our not tod ex-
tensive comie literature, ‘T'he story is oue of which cxtracts
would not give an adequate idea; it Is intenscly humorous.. . .
Those who wisl to obtain a handsome gift-book of au amusing
nature, will find what they want in 7%¢ Lozy Lays.”

of Mrs., Ilemans’s or L. E. L.’ productions.”
Yvom The Kensington News.

It is <t after the manner of Barham, ITood, Mark Twain, or any
of those mcrry souts who do quite as much good in their day and
generation as the authors of the most serious works. he Lays
are alwuys original, sometimes serious, generally comic, but
never vulgar,”

From The Malvern News.

Tt is in itself & work of itself —original, and & east of lis
author’s miud, Itisa worlk of great power and beauty s full of
livelty Imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in
tenderness and pathos ; sparkling wlth wit and hnmonr; and one
that may be rcad many times over. .. The get-up of the book is
very handsome,”
From The Folkesione News.

« A number of clever sketeches and poems, among the latter
being a series of papers entitled The Wodblgraw Ballads, which
appeiced In the colomns of this paper a short time ago,
an} which created such a furore at the time.” [N.B. 4n
ireae member of the Town Council officially called the atiention of
the Mayor and Corporation of Follestone to the burlesquesin the
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