REGISTERED 48 A NEWSPAPER,

4 $ $
The Spiritualist,
AND JOURNRKRL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE.
The Oluest Petospaper connected foith Spivitwalisne in Great Brifain,

THE SPIRITUALIST is regularly on Sale at the following places :(—LONDON : 11, Ave Maria-lane, St. Paul’'s Churchyard, E.C.
FLORENCE: Signor G. Parisi, Via della Maltonaia.

vard des Capucines, and 7, Rue de Lille.
Libraio, Via del Corso.

Rooms, Forty-second-street & Sixth-avenue.
Office. MEMPHIS, U.S.: 225, Union-street.
No. 1010, Seventh-street.

LEIPZIG: 2, Lindenstrasse,
NAPLES: British Reading Rooms, 267, Riviera 4i Chiaja, opposite the Villa Mazionale.
PESTH : Josefstaadt Erzherzog, 23, Alexander Gasse. MELBOURNE: g6, Russell-street. SHANGHAI: Messrs. Kelly & Co.
BOSTON, U.S8.: g, Montgomery-place, and 18, Exchange-street.
SAN FRANCISCO: 319, Kearney-street.

PHILADELPHIA: g18, Spring Garden-street,

PARIS: Kiosque 24, Boule-
ROME: Signor Bocca,
LIEGE: 37, Rue Florimont, BUDA-
NEW YORK: Harvard
CHICAGO: ¢ Religio-Philosophical Journal’’
WASHINGTON :

No. 282.—(Vor. XII-—No. 8.)

LONDON : FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 1878,

Published Weekly; Price Twopence.

Contents.

Spirtt GuardianshiDie oo ore wie wer ser e sen s
ApNew Flower-Producing Medium, By Epes Sargent..
Buddhism in Ceylon. By J. M. Peebles oo ... e see oo 2§
Spiritual Individuals in Materialistic Families ... .. ... 27
Spiritnalism and the Theosophists. By Charles Carleton
MASSCY vee wan wre ser see wes ees wer _ses wes ana s
The Doectrine of Annihilation—Personal Experionces in
Mediumship. By the Baroness Adelma von Vay (Coun-
tegs WHrmbrando. cov vor vir veeeee see wee wee s
TRecent Manifostations through Mrs, Kate Fox Jencken's
Mediumship. By Henry D, Jencken, M.R.L, Barrister-
at-Law ... S0
The * Bell Test:
Nailed BOX aae cor 00 aee are ase air see e eee dis
Correspondence :— M. Gustave De] Veh’s Account of a
Seance--Physical Manifestations—Dream or No Dream?
—The Infiuence of the Lives of Professed Religionists—
Theological Opinions—The Views of the Theosophists—
“Ypirits and Mediums”—What Truth is there fin
in = Astrology —What iz the Intelligence ?— Slate-
‘Writing—The Deceiving Spirit Tbeory—Spiritnalism
among the Hindus—Dr. Slade’s Visit to Vienna
Answers to Correspondents o v eee eee e v s
Paragraphs :—Spirituatism in Liverpool, 27; Suffering for
Consclenco’ Sake, 27 5 L£ifts in the Veil, 27 ; Spiritualism
in Dalston, 27 ; Roception at Dr. Speer’s, 27 ; Physical
PHENOMENS .. wa cee sen ver ave wee are ene aee aae 27

e 25
e 25

_IVI;‘nifé.s.mt.i‘(;ns.%y él‘)iri.f—'Pc;‘;s}er.fnsi.&e a 20

«THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER:

4 Record of the Progress of the Science and Ethics of
Spiritualism.
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, PRICE TWOPENCE,
ESTABLISHED IN 1869,

IMHE SPIRITUALIST, published weekly, is the
A oldest Newspaper comnected with the movement in the
Unitied Kingdom, and is the recognised organ of educated Spiritual«
ists in all the English-speaking countries throughout the Globe; it
also has an influential body of readers on the Continent of Europe.

The Contributors to its pages comprise most of the leadiug and
more experienced Spiritualists, including many eminent in the ranks
of Literature, Art, Science and the Peerage, Among those who
have published their names in conncction with their communica-
tions in its columns are Mr. C. F. Varley, C.E., F.R.S. ; Mr. W_lllmm
Crookes, I.R.S., Editor of the "Quarterly Journal of Science” (who
admits the reality of the phenomena, but has, up to the lpresent time,
oxpressed_no decided opinion as to their cause); Mr. Alfred ]
Wallace, President of the Biological Section of the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement ol Secience (1876): Prince Emile de
Sayn-Wittgenstein (Wicsbaden) : the Right Hon. the Countess of
Caithness 1« His Imperial Fighness Nicholas of Russia (Duke of
Teuchtenberg); Mr. 1L G. Atkinson, F.G.S.; Lord Lindsay: the
Tlon. Robert Dale Owen (formerly Amdrican Minister at the Court
of Naples); bBaron Dirckinck-Iolmfeld (Holsgtein) ; Mr. Gerald
Massey; Le Comte de Bullet : the Ilon. J. L. O'Sullivan, formerly
American Minister at the Court of Portugal; Mr, C. DMassey,
Barrister-at-Law ; Mr, George C. Joad ; Dr. Robert Wyld; Mr. T.P.
Barkas, F.G.S.; Mr. Serjeant Cox, President of the Psychological
Soclety of Great Britain; Mr. Alexander Calder, President of the
Britisl. National Association of Spiritualists; the Rey. J. Tyer-
man (Australia); Mr. Epes Sargent (Boston, U.8); Sir Charles
Tsham, Bart.; Mrs. Ross-Church (Florence Marryat); Mrs. Mak-
dougall Gregory; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian TImperial
Councillor, and Chevalier of the Order of 8t. Stanislas (St. Petersburg);
the Raroness Adelma Vay (Austria); Mr. H. M. Dunphy, Darrister-
at-Law; Mr. C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci., Lecturer on Comparative
‘Auntomy at Westminster Hospital ; Mr, Stanhoﬁe Templeman Speer,
M.D. (Edin.); Mr. J. C. Luxmoore; Mr. Joln E. Purdon, M.B. {India};
Mi‘s'Honywood; Mr, Benjamin Coleman ; Mr. Charles Blackburn ;
Mr. St. George W. Stock, B.A. (Oxon); Mr, James Wason; Mr, N.
Fabyan Dawe: Ilerr Christian Reimers ; Mr. Wm. White (author ot
the * Life of Swedenborg”); Mr. J. M. Gully, M.D.; ,!;he Rev, C.
Maurice Davies, D.D., author of ' Unorthodox London”: Mr. 8, C.
Hall, F.8.A,; Mrs. S. C. Hall; Mr. William Newton, F.R.G.S.;
Mr. 1L D. Jencken, M.R.I., Barrister-at-Law: Mr. Algernon Joy,
Minst.OR Mr, D. I, Wilson, M.A, LL.M.: Mr. O Constant
(Smyrna); Mrs, E. A, Nosworthy ; Mr, William Oxley ; Miss Kisling.
oury ; Miss A. Blackwell (Paris): Mrs, F. Showers; Mr. J. N. T,
Martlieze; Mr. J. M. Peebles (United States): Mr. W. Lindesay
Richardson,M.D. (Australia) ; and many other ladies and gentlemen,

Annual subscription to residents In the United Kingdom, 108, 10d. ;
in the United States and Australia, 13s., post free,

The Spiritunlist 13 rogularly onsaloat tho following places:—
London: 11, Ave Maris-lane, St. Paul's-churchyard, E.C.
Paris: Kiosquo, 246, Boulevard des Capucines, .emd 7, Rue d_e
Lille. Leipzig: 2, Lindenstrasse, Ilorence: Signor G. Parisi,
Via della Maltonain, Rome: Signor Bocea, Libraio, Via del
Corso. Naples: British Reading Rooms, 267, Riviera di Chiaja,
opposite the Villa Nazionale. Liege: 37, Rue Florimont.
Buda-Posth ¢ Josofstaadt Brzherzog, 23, Alexander Gasso.
Melbourne: 96, Rugsell-strect. Shanghai: Messrs: Kolly and
Co. New York: Harvard Rooms, Forty-second-street and
Sixth-avenue. Boston, U.8.: 9, Montgomery-place, and 18,
Exchange-strest. Chicago: Religio-Philosophical Journai Office.
Memphis, U..: 225, Union-street, San Francisco: 319,
Kearney-street. Philadelphia: 918, Spring Garden-street.
Washington: No 1010 Seventh-street. . i

All communications on the husiness of The Spiritualist
should be addressed to W.H. Harrison, Spiritualist News-
paper Branch Office, 88, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

‘WORKS BY THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS.
SERIOUS LETTERS TO SERIOUS FRIENDS.
Price 7s. 6d.

OLD TRUTHS IN A NEW LIGHT.
Price 15s.

The Spirituatist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS,
83, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, W.C,
Entrance in Woburn Street.

AGENDA FOR JANUARY, 1878.

Friday, 11th—Secance Committee, at 530 p.m.

o “ Experimental Research Committes, at

6.30 p.m.
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Berger, Noeweastle-street, Strand. Sent post free by the
author on receipt of twelve penny stamps; address, 3, Cedars-
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“This worlk is the best that has ever been printed to convey
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‘2> EICHENBACH’S RESEARCHES, by the

late WILLIAM GREGORY, M.D,, FR.S.E, 455 pp,
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nativity. The most original and simple work on Astrology
ever published. Cloth, gilt, 8s. London: J. E. Catty 12
Ave Maria-lane, E.C.

EDIUMSHIP: ITS NATURE AND
Pa VARIETIES.—A Pamphlet containing useful infor-
mation for those who hold or who are about to hold spirit
circles in their own homes. Published at The Spiritualist
newspaper branch office, 38, Great Russell-street, London,
fng Price 1d.; post free for 1{d.; or six copies post free
or 6d.

Second edition, revised and enlarged, price 2d.
PIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE COM-
PARED WITH MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By I, J
THEOBALD. This useful liftle pamphlet is intended to meet
a growing want among a large number of inquirers into Spirit-
ualism. It consists of a carefully sclected and condenged
collsction of instances of medial power and Spiritualistic phe-
nomena a8 reeorded in the Seriptures, and shows their analogy
to and connection with the manifestations now gaining such
great power throughout the world, especially among so-called
** Modern Spiritualists.”—W. H. Harrison, 38, Great Russell-
street, Bloomsbury London, W.C.

WHE PROBABLE EFFECTS OF SPIRIT-
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Anna Blackwell and Mr, G. F. Green,
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l)OEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE, By

LIZZIE DOTEN. Tenth edition. This volume opens
with the wonderful experiences of the author, who is pecu-
liarly gifted as a trance medium and public speaker. Her
platform labours have for a long time been unceasing, and the
deap religious and spiritual tone of her discourses have ex-
tended her influcnce far beyoud the limit of her voice, through
the ingtrumentality of the press. This volume contains the
gems of the inspirational utterances, given chiefly before
public audiences, under direct spirit influence. Several of
them are attribated to the svirit of Edgar A. Poe. They have
the rhythmic beauty, grandeur, and imagery of his produc-
tions in earth-ife, The Biographical Introduction gives a
succinet aecount of the means by whieh these poems are given
to the world. The peculiar influence which each spirit exer-
cised over the medium is stated, and the unmistakable cer-
tainty and signifieanee of this higher phase of spiritual com-
munion is pourtrayed. The book is a valuable addition to the
evidences in favour of spirit intercourse and of its ennobling
tendencies.—Boston, U.S : COLBY AND R1cH,” London ; Spirif-
ualist Office,
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SPIRIT GUARDIANSHIP.

TaerE is something very attractive in the idea of the con-
stant presence of guardian angels around erring mortals,
and it is an idea which finds expression in connection with
nearly all the more advanced religions on the face of the
earth, Nevertheless, it i3 one which may be accepted to a
demoralising extent. In exceptional cases Spiritualists may
be found with little individuality of their own, who trust all
their worldly and other interests to their ¢ spirit guides,”’
and who, in the majority of cases, find themselves in trouble,
if not utterly ruined, in consequence of so doing. Were
this not so, men and women would, in the process of time,
cease to deserve to be called such, and would be but
walking automata under the control of unseen intel-
ligences. Rather than to accept sucl a position, it ought
to be a source of satisfaction to a man that he walks
so strictly in adherence to true principles, that he does
not consume much of the time of guardian spirits in look-
ing after and wet-nursing him; and that instead of
drawing them earthwards in constant attendance upon
himself, he has left them at liberty to more freely work out
their own advancement in a higher stage of existence. Some
years ago two American Spiritualists were in London who
professed to live wholly by faith in the spirits, and they
stated wonderful examples of the efficacy of the plan at
eritical moments. DBut they lived constantly on the brink
of starvation, were not particularly useful in their walk in
life, and were as incessanta source of anxiety to their mortal
friends as to those out of the body. It would have been
better for themselves and for everybody else, had they made
more use of the facultics which God had given them. The
character of tlie spirits in relationship with a man, can be
better proved by the fruits of his work in life than by anything
else, and if an individoal is not doing much which tends to
leave the world happier and better than he found it, the
spirits about liim are not worth much, however high-sounding
may be the names they give.

A NEW FLOWER-PRODUCING MEDIUM,

BY EPES SARGENT,

Tak testimony of Mr. A. R. Wallace to the flower-produc-
ing phenomenon, through medial power, was amply con-
firmed yesterday, December, 30th, 1877, at a séance at my
house. About eleven o’clock in the forenoon I had a wholly
unexpected call from Mr. James M. Choate, and Mr. A, R.
Dunton, Mr, Choate, a young man of about twenty-six, is
the medium.

Mr. Dunton, of Camden, Maine, whom I met personally
for the first time at the Banner of Light office, about a fort-
night ago, at a séance with Mr. Choate, has long been known
to me by reputation. He is about seventy years old, and
the author of a system of writing and a series of writing-
books, introduced very generally into our American schools ;
so that his character for respectability and intelligence is
pretty widely known in this country.

Almost from early youth Mr. Dunton has studied and
practised, not professionally but as a matter of curiosity,
those feats of legerdemain by which our famous prestidigita-
teurs deceive the eye. But I never met the juggler yet, who
would sit down, as Mr. Dunton has done on several occa-
sions with me, in one’s own library, face to face, not two
feet distant, and perform the most marvellous and astound-
ing feats of a master in sleight-of-hand, making everything
hle handles disappear and then reappear in most unexpected
Places.

_ Mr. Dunton, like myself, had met Mr. Choate for the first
time at the séance at the Banner of Light office, to which L

have referred. That séance, through no fault of the medium, i

was not wholly satisfactory, although four pinks were pro-
duced under very stringent conditions. Mr. Dunton, however,
who had not examined the person of the medium before the
sitting, was not satisfied ; and he showed me by a few sleight-
of-hand feats, how easy it would be for a so-called medium
to conceal a few flowers, unless closely watched by an
expert.

And an expert—not a mere amateur—Mr. Dunton clearly
is. He is admitted to be such by some of the most accom-
plished jugglers that have ever visited this country; by
Blitz, Herr Alexander, Young, Anderson, and Hermann
himself. Still Mr. Danton has never given exhibitions of
his gkill for money ; they have all been for the amusement
of his friends, and for the purpose of showing the broad dis-
tinction there is between the phenomena, got by medial
power, and the tricks of sleight-of-hand performers. He is
thus a notorious marplot at all exhibitions where there is a
pretence to show up Spiritualism ; for by a few explanations
he makes clear to an audience the essential difference be-
tween the two classes of manifestations. The juggler must
have either the use of his hands or the aid of a confederate ;
theh genuine medium gets phenomena without the aid of
either.

I am thus particular in my account of Mr. Dunton, be-
cause, after frequent and faithful investigations, carried on
for more than a quarter of a century, he is a full believer,
not only in the phenomena, but in the theory, of Spirit-
ualism ; and because he is an invaluable assistant at the
examination of a medium, like Mr. Choate, who claims that
the flowers are produced in his presence through no conscious
agency of his own,

A week ago Mr. Dunton satisfied himself at a meeting at
Amory Hall, in Boston, that the phenomena through Mr.
Choate were genuine; but wishing further confirmation, he
called upon him yesterday (Sunday) without any warning,
and brought him to my house without giving me any inti~
mation of his intention. Accompanied only by Mr. Dunton,
Mr. Choate came, bringing ounly his canopy with him, in a
small bundle, which he allowed us to unwrap.

Let me here give the history of the canopy. Mr. Newton,
a wealthy and well-known investigator, of New York, being
desirous of testing Mr, Choate’s mediumship to the utmost,
conceived the plan of a simple cylindrical curtain, or canopy,
to be suspended from the chandelier in the centre of a room,
thus dispensing with the condition of darkness for the spec-
tators, and forming a little darkened chamber or interior,
just wide enough for the reception of a chair on which the
medinm might sit. This admirable arrangement is a great
advance upon all previous conditions at the development of
these floral phenomena. By it the necessity of darkening
windows and fastening doors is obviated, for the spectators
sit in the full light around the canopy, and all opportunity
of introducing flowers fraudulently is cut off. Mrs. Newton
herself made the canopy (now used by Mr. Choate) consist-
ing of three thicknesses of cloth, the external cloth being
of a dark claret colour. This canopy is pinned to a hoop
about two feet in diameter, and then being hung by a hook
in its closed top to a chandelier, the required arrangements
are all speedily made. Thus it was yesterday in my library
—a room about eighteen feet by twenty in size, and ten feet
high, having a large bay-window, and another, the four panes
of which are each three feet three inches by eighteen inches
in size.

We called in our neighbour, Mr. John Wetherbee, well-
known to Spiritualists, and then our party, exclusive of Mr.
Choate, consisted of six gentlemen and two ladies. All pre-
sent, except Messrs. Dunton, Wetherbee, and Choate, being
immediate relatives of my wife or myself, to whom th_e fact
of the proposed séance was communicated only ten minutes
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before it took place. No other person, except our three
domestics, was 1n the house, and no other person came into
the room, or the hall, and two rooms adjoining, all the time
Mr. Choate was in the house. Thus he was virtually alone,
without a friend or possible confederate, and surrounded by
eight sharp-eyed investigators, who would have driven him
forth in disgrace on detecting the first symptom of intended
fraud.

Seven of us having thoroughly examined and hung the
canopy, the medium standing by, and leaving us fo do what
we pleased, but he being the while closely watched by Mr.
Dunton, four of the gentlemen took Mr. Choate into an ad-
joining room, and there saw him divested of all his clothing,
shoes, and stockings, excepting his shirt. Then I saw Mr.
Dunton lift the shirt and pass his hand over every square
inch of the medium’s body, before and behind, while the
medium was made to extend his arms out straight, and keep
them motionless. Ie then thoroughly examined every part
of his clothing. Though it was a chilly day he had brought
no overcoat, for I regret to say he was not the owner of
one. We satisfied ourselves that not a leaf nor a flower
could possibly be concealed on any part of his person or
dress. He even examined his shoes to see if there could
possibly be a hollow in the sole for the concealment of so
much as a leaf.

During our absence the ladies and the other two gentle-
men had again tested every square inch of the canopy, and
satisfied themselves that no flowers were hidden within its
linings. The conditions were perfect, and the medium even
offered, if he desired 1it, to put on another suit of clothes,
belonging to some one of us; but this, under the circum-
stances, we did not regard as lending any additional confir-
mation,

‘We now formed the circle, and the medium took his seat
within the canopy. In about five minutes, after we had sat
in conversation, he burst forth into a sort of prayer or invo-
cation, remarkable for the fluency with which it was uttered,
for the beauty of the language, and the appropriateness of
the thoughts, and delivered with an earnestness and fervour
which I think an impostor would have found it hard to
simulate with success. It was one of the few medial utter-
ances I have heard where there was nothing to offend the
taste or shock the reason of a person of some literary cul-
ture. It was pervaded with a high religious and poetic
spirit, and the references to the floral character of the mani-
festations were full of tenderness, pathos, and refined
thought. The prayer lasted about ten minutes, and as
soon as it was ended the medium drew apart the opening
of the canopy and came out. We found on the floor two
Inglish violets, perfectly fresh and fragrant, apparently just
gathered; a white carnation pink, fresh and fragrant ; a red
pink, somewhat loose in ifs leaves, as if it had remained
too long on the stalk; some sprigs of white hyacinth, fresh
and perfect; a pretty large blush rose, slightly defective in
one external leaf, as if from the work of an inseet, but
otherwise without a flaw. They all rest in a glass of water
on the paper before me while I write this, The rose is out
in full bloom this morning, and Is still fresh, delicate, and
very fragrant.

‘We have every reason to believe that the phenomenon was
genuine. The conditions could not well have been more
stringent ; but Mr. Choate, now that his confidence has
been won by our kind reception of him, offers to come
again, and submit to any conditions that ingenuity can
devise. I have engaged him to give us another sitting.

Thus far I can fully endorse the remarks of Miss Mary
A. Newton, of New York, who writes under date of Dec.
15th, 1877 :—“Mr. Choate is more willing to submit to
conditions suggested by his investigators than any physical
medium with whom we have ever been acquainted, and, in
view of this fact, is entitled in a greater degree to our con-
fidence and respect.”

Mr. Choate is a native of Boston, and, as far as I can
learn, has always borne a good character. He has had a
hard struggle with poverty, for his father died four days
before his son was born; and the young man now bravely
supports his aged mother, his wife, and infant child, and in
doing this he manfully submits to much personal privation
and self-sacrifice. Iam strongly encouraged to believe that we

have in himasincere and powerful medinm for a most interest-
ing and beautiful class of phenomena, and I hope that he will
be sympathetically cared for by all earnest Spiritualists, and
thus will be enabled soon to place this floral phenomenon
on the same basis of certainty where ¢ psychography,” or
the slate-writing manifestation now impregnably rests.

No. 68, Mereland-street, Beston, U.8.A,, Dec. 31st, 1877,

BUDDHISM IN CEYLON.
BY J. M. PEEBLES.

Awmorxe several distinguished men of Colomho may be named the
Hon. James Alwis, a member of the Legislative Council, a Jurist, g
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, and author of several books,
Though a native Singhalese and Buddhist by birth, he was educated a
Chrigtian, and is connected with the English Church. During an
afternoon’s conversation with this gentleman under the portieo of hisg
palatial residence, I took the opportunity of questioning him concern-
ing the present position of Buddhism, the nature of the Veddahs, and
the prevalence of Oriental occultism. It was a rich mine that I struek.
Here are some of the specimens :—

¢ Is Buddhism declining, or dying out, upon the island ?”

“Tt is not, I am sorry to say. On the contrary, the Buddhists are
repairing some of their temples; and within a few years some of the
priests have become aggressive, gaining ground previously lost.”

“ Are the ‘priests all grossly ignorant,’ as a returned missionary
recently said at a public meeting in London ?”’

“Taking as a standard the physieal sciences, and literature as found
in FEnglish universities, many of the priests are decidedly illiterate,
devoting themselves entirely to their religion. Others, again, are not
only really learned, but exceedingly shrewd and capable.”

¢ Are Buddhists naturally superstitious ?”

“ Decidedly so. They believe in omens, signs, spells, demons, pre-
monitions, and astrology. They nearly all have their horoscopes cast,
soon after birth, to know what profession or business they are best
designed for, and what their general destiny is to be. Some have them
recast frequently, that they may know what to expect each month and
day of the month.”

Gathering from this reply and other remarks that he had some con-
siderable faith in astrology, I made bold to ask—

“Have you any faith, sir, in what here in the Kast is termed
astrology *”

T have, although recently my faith has been a little shaken ; still,
I must admit that T have had wonderful things foretold me by astro-
logists, I remember that once my consulting astrologist, pointing to a
bad combination of planets on a certain day of a future month, warned
me to be cautious on that day, and remain at home. But in the multi-
plicity of legal matters the words of warning, though noted down at
the time, had entirely slipped from my memory. ... Riding in my
carriage on the afternoon of that day, the horse sprang, and 1 felt as
though a thunderbolt struck my head. I was at once insensible. The
horse had taken fright, and in an instant, seemingly, the carriage was
upset, and I was thrown into the ditch, severely injured, and taken
up for dead....I blamed myself, for T had been fully warned of the
unfortunate day. Facts of this and of a similar character are almost
innumerable in this country.”

“Tt is my intention, when reaching Kandy, to go still further into
the country to see the Veddahs—that tribe reported to be too low in
the scale of beings to laugh. Have you ever seen them, sir 1”7

“ Oh, yes; they are a very low, wild people—the aborigines pro-
bably—who reached this island in remote antiquity from the extreme
south of India. But of this there is no certainty, It is not true that
they ‘never langly,’ and have ‘no notion of musie.” I have seen them
laugh, and they have a knowledge of such music as corresponds to
their own wild, uncultivated natures, ... By going out to see the
Veddahs you may see something of polyandria — one woman
married to several husbands. . .. It is still practised to some
extent, and occasionally comes into the law courts in connection with
estates.” . . .

“ Are you acquainted with, or have you witnessed anything re-
lating to Spiritualism ?*’

“ If yon will define what you mean by Spiritualism, perhaps I shall
be able to answer you more intelligibly.”’

¢ Spiritualism implies a belief in the Infinite Spirit, and a conscious
intercourse with spirits—that is, the spirits of mortals called dead.”

¢Qh, if that is what you denominate Spiritualism, doubtless a great
majority of Asiatic people are Spiritualists. Tt enters in some form
into nearly all the concerns of life, seeular and religious. I could relate
many accounts of spirits returning into our midst.”

“ Will you do me the favour of puftting some of them into writing,
that I may from time to time use them ?”

T shall take great pleasure in so doing.”

The following is the first of these written statements :—

“Dr. Perrres,—My Dear Smr,—I send you the particulars of the case T
mentioned to yeu yesterday. It was a fine, clear evening, many years ago, a
day after I had gene te Negemhe to act for Mr. Jehn Selby, as distriet judge
of that place, that I jeined that gentloman at a game of ericket. We finished
our game, and were, in the dusk of the evening, coming te the Government
Heunse, where we all lived, when Mr. Selby, who was behind us, came rushing
past us, and beckoned to me to ceme fast. He was rather excited, and desired
me te be geed cnough o censult my watch and tell him the time. I did so.
He then sat dewn at my writing table, teek a sheet of note paper, and wrote
down, ¢ My wife died thirteen minutes to siz o’clock’ (menth, &e., whieh Ifergot).
This slip of paper he put into an envelope, sealed it, and got me and another
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gentleman then present to put owr signaturos to the faet therein stated. We
did so. And he then explained to us that his wife, who had been long ill in
England, had appeared to him at the timo above indicated, under the shadow
of the big Banian, and that ho had not the slightest donbt that she had died at
that hour, and that it was her spirit whieh he had seen. In consequenee of
this persuasion, Mr. Selby, who was to leavo Ceylon in a few days for England,
postponed his trip for a short time. And when the mail had arrived, a month
or more after the date above given, he showed me his private letters, and they
fully eonfirmed the predietion of his wife’s death, within a few hours, as I
remember, of the time he stated he had seen his wife nnder the tree.
“P.8,—You may make any use of theso facts. “ Javps Arwis.

¢ Colombo, Ceylon.” B f Tight
anner of Light.

NexT Monday, at 8.15 p.m., Dr. J. M. Peebles will give an address to
the Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism on his travels in
foreign countries,

Last Monday Miss Showers, the well-known non-professional
medinm, was married to Mr. Nugent James, son of Captain John James,
of Tottenham.

SpirTUALISTS in Australia do not now seem to be so far from their
friendsin England as was once the case. The splendid and popular new
direct line of steamships, The Orient, has brought Liondon within forty
days of Melbowrne, and submarine telegraphy gives facilities for hourly
communication,

SririTuaLIsM 18 LiveErpooL.~Mr. J. J. Morse, according to announce-
ment, delivered on Sunday last two eloquent inspirational lectures, on
¢ Spiritualism in the Past,’ and ““ Spintualism in the Future,” before
the members of the Liverpool Psychological Society, at their rooms in
the Camden Hotel, Camden-street.—Mr. John Priest, in connection
with the Sunday Lecture Society, is delivering a course of lectures
every Sunday evening at Meyerbeer Hall, on ‘¢ Scientific Thought in
Relation to Philosophical Subjects.” These lectures have attracted
fair audiences during the winter.—Mr. J. Coates, the mesmerist,
through a mistake of his agent, is compelled to (inish his lectures on
Saturday, the 19th inst. In the meantime he gives three entertain-
ments, for charitable purposes, under the patronage of the Mayor, Mr.
A, B. Forwood, and Mr. Coates’ masonic brethren,

SurrERING For CoNscieEnce Sixe—Mr. Henry Pride, well known
in Liverpool Spiritualistic circles, has been fined 20s. and costs for the
fourteenth time, because he cannot conscientiously permit his children
to be vaccinated. Last Monday’s Ziverpool Daily Post says:— Henry
Pride, who is constantly appearing before the county magistrates for
non-compliance with the vaccination law, was again summoned on
Saturday for neglecting to have two children vaccinated. The defendant
gaid that if action was taken against him in the future as it had been
in the past, his fines would amount to 10s. a week. The bench gave
him to understand that if he chose to break the law, he must take the
cousequences. He was fined 20s, and costs, with the alternative of
fourteen days’ imprisonment. Mr. Pride suggested that it should be
with hard labour, and the bench intimated that if he hada wish in that
dircction it could be gratified. Another person, who had also been
previously convieted, was fined in the same amount for a similar
offence.”

“TRrrrs 1§ TEE VEIL”—The new Spiritualistic book, jfés in the
Veil, containg some of the finest specimens of the literature of Spirit-
ualism, and deals chiefly with the religious and philosophical aspects of
the question. The materials at command have not nearly heen
exhausted in this book, in which also several good writers are unrepre-
gented, so another work of the same kind will probably follow at no
distant date. Rifts in the Veil contains a long original poem, ““ My
Saint,” by Florence Marryat, never previously published, It also
contains long essays on the religious aspects of Spiritualism, given
through the mediumship of “ M.A., Oxon.” Another leading feature
of the book consists in some amusing writings given through the
mediumship of Mr, James, of Brattleborough, Vermont, claimed to
have been written by the spirit of the late Charles Dickens; they
display all the genius, humour, and style of the departed novelist,
thereby furnishing strong approximate evidence of the identity of the
communicating intelligence. Several poems by Miss Burke, displaying
much ability, are included in the work. The book is handsomely got
up, and is an ornament to any drawing-room table.

Serrrroanism I8 Darstox.—On Thursday evening last week, the
ordinary monthly session of the Council of the Dalston Association of
Tnquirers into Spiritualism, was held at their rooms, 33, Sigdon-road,
Hackney Downs, London, If,, under the vice-presidency of Mrs. Corner,
The other members present were Messrs. J. Tozeland, R. A. March, R.
Pearce, and Mr. T. Blyton. ILetters of general interest were read from
Mr. Bdwin Dottridge, Mr. A. L. Elder, Miss Emily Iitz-Gerald, Mr.
H. . Irances, Herr Christian Reimers, and Mr. Samuel H. Quarmby.
Presentations, received since the previous ordinary meeting of the
Council, were laid upon the table and accepted, with a vote of thanks to
the respective donors, viz.:—Miss Kislingbury, Miss F. J. Theobald,
Mr. Wm. White, Rev. Samuel Watson, and Mr. T. Blyton. Mr. C, C.
Massey wag unanimously elected an honorary member. The framing of
the report and statement of accounts for the past year was referred to a
sub-committee. The agenda for the current month was submitted and
approved, and Miss Kislingbury’s visit, announced for the 21st instant,
was deferred, at her wish, to the 4th proximo. The Council then ad-
journed.—Mr. W. J. Colville delivered the first of two special inspira-
tional discourses, at the rooms of the Dalston Association, on Monday
evening last, with Mr. T. Blyton in the chair. The subject of the dis-
course was ““ The New Epoch,”” A number of questions was replied to
at the close of the discourse, to the satisfaction of the querists. The
subject selected for the next discourse (on the 28th instant) was *“ The
Future of Human Existence on Earth,”

SPIRITUAL INDIVIDUALS IN MATERIALISTIC FAMILIES.

SomE remarks on the above subject, inserted in an article
published in these pages about a fortnight ago, have mani-
festly, from letters we have received in relation thereto,
touched upon facts at the root of sorrow in many a home.
An individual endowed with spiritual sensitiveness, and the
absolute knowledge that the objects for which materialistic
people strive, and the motives from which they act are low
and degrading, is in a pitiful position when surrounded by
such elements in his own family. “What is the best remedy ?
Separation, say we, wherever it is possible. The various
members of a family, divided by these great principles,
cannot help their own nature and instinets; but if the one
section intolerantly tries to force the other to its own modes
of thought and action, it merely means misery to both.

A Spreirvanist residing at Hyéres, Var, France, writes that he
would be glad to hear of others in his locality, and to meet them.

Tue Mr. and Mrs, Tverett, who recently gave public entertainments
relating to Spiritualism, in this country, are now in the United States.

“ Siyop Christmas, a house in Dover-street, inhabited by a noble
ear], has been haunted. No sooner does the owner go to bed than the
wall opposite appears brilliantly lighted up, and the figure of a ghost
glares down upoen the astounded nobleman.”—Truth, Janr. 10,

Ox Sunday next, Mr, W. J. Colville will lecture at 429, Oxford-
street, London, on “ What is Salvation? Will all Men be Saved ”
Serviee at 11.15 am. At 3.15 p.m,, he will deliver an inspirational
discourse and poem on subjects chosen by the audience; he will also
lecture on Wednesday, Jan. 23rd, at 8 p.m.

#Mr. J. Coares will give a Phrenological entertainment at the
Spiritualists’ Progressive Lyceum, Sowerby Bridge, in aid of the funds
of that institution, on Saturday, the 26th inst., and on Sunday, the
27th inst., two lectures—¢ The Spiritual Outlook” and * Mesmeric
Healing.”

SmortLY we shall bring out an important new book on the phemno-
menal aspects of Spiritualism, drawn up for the special purpose of
furnishing evidence to disbelievers of the reality of the facts. It will
contain articles by Mr. William Crookes, Mr. A. R. Wallace, Mr,
Cromwell Varley, and others whose testimony is of considerable weight
with the public.

Dr. Srapz has recently been forced by the police to withdraw from
Vienna because he had no passport, and followed no recognised occu-
pation. Can he not get a passport and go back again, and cannot
Arerican Spiritualists bring pressure to bear upon the United States
minister to Austria, if an American subject has not been treated in
that country as he should be. Dr. Slade should furnish American
Spiritualists with facts upon which they can take action.

As all electricians and scientific men who know anything about
Spiritualism have testified, electricity and magnetism are not the
forces by means of which the phenomena of spirit circles are produced.
The very few of our correspondents who yet misnse the word ¢ mag-
netism ” in their communications, are requested to omit it for the
future. ¢ Mesmerism 7 does very well in place thereof, Although
Mesmer did not discover the power, everybody knows what iz meant
by ¢ Mesmerism,” and if is quite certain that magnetism will not pro-
duce the wonderful effects it is credited with by ineautious speakers
who know not what magnetism is.

Recerrion AT Dr. Seper’s.— Last Wednesday night Mrs, Speer and
Dr. Stanhope Templeman Speer, gave a reception to Spiritualistic and
other friends, at Douglas House, 8t. John’s-wood. Among those
present were Dr. George Wyld; Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood ; the Rev.
W. Stainton-Moses, M.A. ; Mr, and Mrs. William Tebb; Mras. Bar-
rowes; Miss Kate Burrowes; Mr. Algernon Joy; Miss Kislingbury ;
Mrs. Hallock; Mrs. Going ; Dr. Carter Blake; Miss Mackay; Mr. and
Mrs. Desmond Fitz-Gerald; and others. Much tasteful singing and
musie were given during the evening; also, some recitations of a refined
character by Miss Iilla Dietz.

PrysicaL Poexomena.—Mr. John Beattie, late of Bristol, writes to
The Spiritual Magazine :— ¢ About twelve years ago I and two other
gentlemen called upon a medium (a lady) in London. That person
knew no more of us than if we had dropped from the moon, We
were shown into a room where we waited by ourselves for a quarter
of an hour, giving us ample opportunity of looking at everything in it.
At length the medium came and told us to be seated ; we at random
sat round a large table, time of day 4.30, in July, two large windows
in the room wncurtained. Almost directly loud raps were heard in
the ceiling; they ran down the wall, along the floor to the table ;
I asked who was present, and it was rapped out ¢ Mother.’
Here my doubt mastered me; I could not accept it, and demanded
proof. At once was given her name—maiden name ; that was followed
by fifly questions at least from me about my family, the answers
to many of which I did not know myself, but which I found verified
afterwards. I then said, ¢ Will you tell me the last words you said to
me?’ The sentence was given at once. One of the gentlemen had a
statement made about his family, which he affirmed was not true, but
on writing to his mother he received the reply that it was true, every
word. I have said nothing about the power exerted over things in the
room, which was great. The answers came by means ontside of the
medium, and many of the questions were mental ; they clearly were not
through reading, and there was no lesitation or leading used; on the
contrary, the evidence was demonstrative,”
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE THEOSOPHISTS.

BY CHARLES CARLETON MASSEY.

Borm as a Spiritualist, and as a member of the Theo-
sophical Society, I take immediate and grave exception to
much that appears in your last two numbers under the
honoured signature of “ M. A., Oxon.” As a Spiritualist,
T demur altogether to his characterisation of the movement.
As avery ignorant pupil of my society, I nevertheless perceive
and complain that this honest and powerful writer has done
a public injustice to its teachings.

Unfortunately, I cannot say that I hear ¢ for the first
time ”’ that Spiritualism is chiefly or exclusively valued by
its votaries for the privilege which it is supposed to discover
of communion with departed friends. But I have always
contradicted this statement as an imputation on our intel-
ligence, and I little expected to hear it put forth on such
authority. Speaking of this faith, M.A., Oxon, says, 1t is
this which I designate ‘a cardinal dogma of our faith.’ I
will so far vary my language as to say that it is ¢4e central
fact round which the whole fabric of Spiritualism is built up.
Demolish that faith, and you have cut out from the body
the heart that gave it life. Tuke away that belief—that
plous hope, if you prefer to call it so—and you have robbed
Spiritualism of that which, in the vast majority of instances,
is its sole attraction. There remains—what? A scientific
something with which the savant may amuse himself; the
action of a force, the possibility of a transfusion of thought,
a curious questioning as to elementals and elementaries, and
the possible action of infra-human (or, as the theologian
calls them, diabolic) agencies; a body from which the soul
has been wrenched; and for which most men will care
nothing.”” And so this egotism of the affections is the core
and lheart of Spiritualism! Not the proof that the body is
not the life, not the downfall of materialism, not the founda-
tion thus laid for a purer philosophy, a truer science, and
better lives; but a demand that our dead should be given
back to us, not that we should go to them, but that they
should come to us. If I had to summarise a sentiment
which I, in common, I believe, with many who have the
interests and progress of Spiritualism at lieart, would repu-
diate, as an essential account of the movement, with all the
emphasis I can convey, and even with all the distaste which
consideration and respect for others would allow me to
express, I could not do so in language more sufficicntly de-
sceriptive than that which I have cited. It is probably true
that many Spiritualists (not, I hope, the ¢ vast majority )
care nothing for the scientific aspects of the phenomena, but
only for the suppossd privilege of intercourse with their
own departed friends, a privilege which they suppose
themselves to enjoy in utter, and often angry, rejection of
every consideration that could disturb their faith, and this
to the neglect of their own psychological education,
to the perpetnation of illusion wiihin the movement, and to
its discredit without. Much unpopularity will inevitably
be incurred in insisting upon facts which tend to impair this
cherished belief whenever it is not—as often the Theo-
sophists, at least, admit it is—well founded ; and it is not a
little annoying to find one of our ablest and most honoured
leaders using language which identifies Spiritnalism with its
most emotional and least progressive elements; for now, it
seems, that all psychological investigations and speculations
that seek to penetrate the mysteries of man’s nature, and to
exhibit other spiritual agencies, as concerned in the phe-
nomena, are incidentsl to Spwitualism. Why ? if not,
that Spiritnalism, instead of being a science, of man as a
spirit, and of the spiritual world, in which even now he lives,
and therefore subject, like other sciences, to have the
simplicity of its early conclusions corrected, is a religious
teaching which reason, observation, hypothesis, and even
the wisdom and experience of the past must not presume to
disturb. Modern Spiritualism is a thing of yesterday.
Starting up in a materialistic age, to which all the experi-
ence, all the learning, all the philosophy, all the revelations
respecting these very phenomena in the past were so much
forgotten superstition, it was embraced with enthusiasm by
multitudes who had no other conception of a spiritual universe
than that it must contain their dead, for whom they pas-
sionately yearned, Then came the Theosophists, who in the

schools of the East, where the continuity of spirit manifesta-
tions las never been broken nor the science of them
neglected, had made it their business to study the history of
the subject—a history that does not date from the Rochester
rappings. They speak with some authority therefore, and
authority is abhorrent to the Western mind. They tell us
what they think they know about these phenomena, and
about the invisible agencies that beset us. How they have
been received in America we pretty well know ; what is to
be their greeting here? ¢ Qccultism,” according to Olcott,
“1ig the deadly foe of Spiritualism, as interpreted by popular
teachers.” <1 should have thought that the mission of
Occultism was to strike at the root of the central theory of
Spiritualism, and to discourage its practice altogether.”
How such langnage can be reconciled with that of the same
writer only the week before I am at a loss to understand. 1
will quote it, leaving it to be explained in consistency with
the above, 1f possible, by one of the most logical minds
with which I am acquainted: “The Theosophist platform,
so far as concerns the subject now under notice” [the agency
in phenomena] ‘“is far more worthy of consideration.
There is much 1n it that must commend itself to one whose
prepossessions are dormant, and whose perceptions are wide
awake. So far as it goes, it seems to me to embody a true
rationale of the fact; so far ag I can comprehend it, I be-
lieve it to be worthy of all attention. I wish it had been in
the mind of my friend to state more clearly his belief in, or
acceptance of, what I may be allowed to call the pure
Spiritualist, as contradistinguished from the Occultist
theory. . . . . I could wish that he had given a more
prominent place in his review to the ¢action of pure dis-
embodied spirits,” of which he makes so little. It is there
that I find myself constrained to avow myself a Spiritualist
pur sang.” 1 think it will be agreed that from a Spiritualist
pur sang, this is a very mild declaration of deadly hostility.

In his second paper, M.A., Oxon., criticises other points
in Col. Oleott’s letter. I submit that the latter is strictly
consistent and precise in proclaiming the immortality of the
human spirit along with the doctrine of the potential im-
mortality of man. Surely, he has enforced with sufficient
distinctness the doctrine that the human spirit is not the
lower consciousness with which we identify ourselves here,
but which it is the essential teaching of Theosophy is uot
immortal. This survives, it is true, indefinitely even after
the final separation of the spirit, but in process of dissolu-
tion with the astral body. And no one, I think, would
probably recognise and lament more than Col. Olcott, that
neglect of ancient philosophy which makes it possible for a
western scholar tosay that he hears now, for the first time, the
doctrine that this divine and alone immortal spirit has to be
united in consciousness with the individual,in order that the
latter may participate in its immortality. But M.A., Oxon.,
could hardly have said this, had he read Mr. Maitland’s
book on The Soul and How it found Me, or even my review
of that book in these pages. But are Col. Olcott and M.A.,
Oxon., such poles asunder on this doctrife of potential im-
mortality, and is the latter so sure that he himself represents
the “ usually received” doctrine of human immaortality?
Let us hear him. ¢TI hanker after the old and nobler faith
that man has in him the promise and potency of immortality ;
that he may delay his realisation of his inheritance, that he
may, in rare and obstinate cases of rejection of all light, sink
into darkness amd final death, but that for the children of men
at some far distant day the darkness shall turn to light, the
potency become fruition.”” (The italics are mine.)

Again, ¢ But if by a course of preferred vice, by ingrained
preference for the ¢ earthly, sensual, devilish,” he chooses
evil and refuses good, then, by the action of the same in-
vincible law he sinks lower and lower, till beyond hope. But
these cases are few and far between.” If words have any mean-
ing, M.A., Oxon, no more than Col. Olcott, attributes to man
an inherent and inalienable immortality, If it is in man’s
nature, good, or bad, to be immortal, then no ““ingrained
preference ” can make him lose it; and this is the ¢ usually
received” doctrine. Butif not,must notimmortality, thatis to
say, life no longer precarious and probational, but assured, be
the consequence of the addition or complete union with some
being that possesses this prerogative ?  And until this union
1s effected, 1s it not more proper to say that immortality has
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to be gained than that it may be lost? For this seems the
only difference between Col. Olcott and his critic. As to
when the hope of immortality may be lost, that is not a dif-
ference in principle. If not already gained, the prize must
be striven for, and when the strife 1s abandoned the hope is
gone, the spirit lost, whether here or hereafter.

Descending ¢ from faith to works,” it is complained that
the Theosophists offer no ¢ proof” of their ¢ hypotheses,”
their clementaries and elementals. They tell us the teaching
of the great masters of occult learning and experience, from
whom they derived it; of testimony at least as abundant and
trustworthy as that of modern medinms; and they point us
to facts within our own observation more consistent with the
agency of such beings as these are described, than with any
obher theory. But we, without studying, demand from them
proofs of the results of their study, and in a love of logical
superiority, ask evidence without seeking for it where they
tell us it 1s to be found. Surely they must smile. And
perhaps they may reply, ¢ Come to our school and learn.”

Temple, January 13th, 1878,

THE DOCTRINE OF ANNIHILATION.—PERSONAT
EXPERIENCES IN MEDIUMSHIP.

DY TUE BARONESS ADELMA YOX VAY (COUNTESS WURMBRAND).

Having read Mrs. Blavatsky’s deeply interesting work,
Isis Unveiled, I desire to make a few remarks upon it. In
many things Mrs. Blavatsky has my earnest admiration
and warm sympathy ; but I cannot say I agree with her in
all she has written, and the doctrine of the annihilation of
all bad men’s souls is especially repugnant to me. My
spirit-guides have never told me anything which corroborates
the truth of this, as I consider, most dangerous doctrine.
If annihilated, where would be the punishment of sin?
Annihilation 1s no punishment to a murderer or one laden
with a bad eonscience; it is rather a solace and benefit,
What a charm it must be to lose all consciousness when
conscience is bad! No. This doctrine would rather en-
courage men who had once fallen, to farther crime, than
help them to raise themselves to a better state: and I
repeat I think it a most dangerous doctrine. I have had
communication with several spirits who in their earth-life
were murderers. They came to me begging for prayers,
and after a time praying itk me. They told me how hor-
rible were the pangs of a bad conscience ; how their bad
deeds were, in a spiritual sense, ¢ written down’ before
them, and never could be blotted out but by repentance
and penance. They said to me— Oh!if we only could be
killed—annihilated! If our individuality could but die!—
but it cannot.” The Soul once born of man must and will
live eternally, be he a Messiah or a Pariah. This doctrine
of annihilation would be worse than that of eternal hell, for
so long as a soul still lives there is some hope of rescuc;
but if it be annihilated it is lost for ever: there is no hope—
no rescue. Again, there is no justice in this doctrine, for it
takes away from us all responsibility for sin. Thus, to the
Materialist it is a welcome dogma, for he would be glad to
lose the responsibility of his sins. To such I would say-—
No one—not even the basest man--can be annihilated.
Every man is responsible for all his deeds; and after death
must give a good reckoning for them. He will see his life
before him : he will have to work and to suffer; and con-
science will be the spur to urge him onward. That very
many sinful spirits are af work in nature, doing penance
as elementaries, has often been told to us. They are spirits
trying to amend, and placed as workers in the elements for
their purification or as a punishment. Between these spirits
and the elementals of Mrs, Blavatsky there is a great dis-
tinction; for while our elementaries are spirits doing
penance for past sin, and preparing themselves for a better
state of existence, her elementals are souls which have
already lost their spirits, and will themselves, in process of
time, become annmihilated. I do not believe that soul and
spirit, once united, can ever be separated. All men are
God’s children, and each of us, being responsible for all his
actions, will live after death in a higher or lower sphere
according to his deserts. Not one soul will be lost, but
each and every one must, whether he will or no, live,
work, and suffer, purifying and ennobling himself—a living

witness to the power of the Almighty God, who, having
once erected a human soul, will never let it sink into void
and oblivion.

It is curious that in many things there is a great accord-
ance between the communications I have received and the
views taken by Mrs. Blavatsky. TFor instance, the whole
theory of “the trinne”’—spirit, soul, matter—called man.
My guides wrote the book Geist, Kraft, Stoff (Spirit, Force,
Matter) through me at the commencement of my medinm-
ship, and before I had read any of the ancient philosophers,
or any scientific book. They gave me a full system of
numbers, beginning with the A, the three first numbers,
which arc three in one—viz., God, Spirit, Force. Urlicht is
the same as the akase, or astral light. I am sure any
Theosophist or earnest Spiritualist who would study this
book would find many things corresponding to the doctrines
of Pythagoras and the Buddhists.

With regard to half-death, my guides have written to the
same effect as Mrs. Blavatsky. (1st vol., page 452.) We
have received many instructions as to how we should treat
the dead. One spirit wrote that hospitals should be erected
for receiving them, where, instead of being stretched out in
a cold room, they should be kept warm, rubbed with oil,
and treated, not as dead, but as cataleptic, until corruption
sets in: that a third of our deceased werc buried much too
quickly, before the spirit with its astral body had left its
shell ; that there often remains a perispri life in the body
which explains the nature of vampires.

Then, as to speaking statues. I have lost an uncle whom
I loved dearly. My brother-in-law, Baron Nicklos Vay,
made me a bust of this uncle, after a plaster-cast taken by
my husband, Now this bust stands in my room. I often
speak to it as if I were speaking to my dear uncle, and I
very often feel it to be like a living being. My uncle wrote
through me that as the cast was taken from his body there
were inherent, perisprit molecules in the bust, and he could
make it move and speak if I strongly wished it.

The warnings that Mrs. Blavatsky gives to all physical
mediums are wise. Such phenomena, and the laws which
govern them, still remain unexplained, and Spiritualists are
too often contented with superficial explanations. Ifor my-
self, I have a personal dislike to all physical manifestations,
not from fear, but because they make me feel ill. T look
upon a good spirit as something too high and godly to play
guitars and to fetter and unfetter mediums. Still, God
sends us these signs. Often they come unasked; so, surely
they are designed for some good purpose.

1t is singular that my guides never allowed me to evoke
spirits.  They always said: ¢ Leave those who will not
come, in peace. Those who have something to say will
come unasked.” And so it was. I never evoked a spirit;
but often received spontaneous messages of the most con-
vineing nature from departed spirits. Thus, being consulted
by a Russian gentleman, I wrote automatically iz characters
I had mwever seen before. I sent the writing to the gentleman,
and he wrote me that it was O/d Russian, which is now
geldom used.

Though I feel myself to be surrounded by good, loving
spirits, I do not appear to have much physical force in me,
for I never could get one rap or make a table turn. Several
mesmerists have tried to put me to slecp, but have never
succeeded in doing so. Still, by holding a mountain crystal
in my hand, I go into a sort of half trance, when I sce the
spirit of my angel sister, Elizabeth, who says that she lives
with me and speaks through me s my double.  Inmy visions I
have often seen elementaries, but they were almost always
beautiful and kind, Sometimes, but very seldom, I have
seen little red gnomes with long beards. )

During the twelve years that I have been curing diseases,
I have found obgession to be the affliction most easy to
abolish. Often amulets, with prayers, are sent to the
patients, and these, with daily prayer, raise, as it were, a
wall between the patient and the obsessing spirit, and bring
about the final cure.

Mrs. Blavatsky’s book should be read and studied, Tt
contains the history of magic up to the present time. Her
studies must have been Immense. I know of no woman
who has written such a deep, scientific book, and with so
much gense and wit. She unites the wisdom of a man with
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the tact of & woman. DBut, in reading her book, and also
the works of Jacolliot (which I much admire), I am always
sorry they will rob us of our Messiah, Jesus Christ, Wwhen,
in the mecantime, they believe in the Buddha and Christos
of India. If a Messiah lived in those remote times, why
could not a new sending of God’s Son have faken place
through Jesus Christ? Why take away our Christos? I
do not see the use of so doing. Jesus came. He is an
historical personage ; the founder of Christianity. If
Buddha and Christna were godly spirits, sons of God, why
not Jesus ? Has He not, by His life and by His teachings of
purity and love, proved Himself to be as good and perfect a
spirit as any? As the Buddhists adhere to Buddha, let us
then, as Christians, adhere to our Christ.
Glonobitz, Hungary, Jan. 1st, 1878.

JENCKEN'S MEDIUMSHIP.
BY HENRY D. JENOKEN, M.R.I., BARRISTER-AT-LAW.

It is now some time since I have communicated to you
what is happening at our quiet little home at Kensington.
Weare so constantly brought into contact with the myste-
rious intelligences which appear to surround us, that
possibly we may have come to the conclusion that our
narrative might prove a repetition of what had been said
before. Be this as it may, I plead guilty to a long silence,
and should not now break in upon it, but what took place
on New Year's eve was, I think, of exceptional interest.
Mrs. Jencken and myself were alone in our drawing-room,
awaiting the advent of the New Year. No sooner had the
many-tongued bells sounded from distant churches, announc-
ing the end of the old, and advent of the new year, than the
rappings came in perfect showers, sounding out in deep-toned,
sonorous accents, the farewell message to the parting friend,
the greeting to the new-born year. I counted as many as
eight or nine different distinctive ¢echoes”—as Mrs. Jencken
terms them—irom another world, each giving twelve raps.
This passed, when by raps (we were ordered to go into the
adjoining room,

T 1it a taper, and, followed by my wife, obeyed the behest,
when, lo and behold ! placed in the centre of the table we
found an urn entwined with artificial flowers. On examining
this strange gift, it proved to be an urn, such as is used on
marriage occasions, and in a perfect state of preservation.
Next to the urn a scroll of paper had been laid on the table ;
it contained direct spirit-wnting, in red crayon. This wrifing,
after rendering a long message of a strictly private character,
finally explained the nature of the gift. The urn and flowers
were those used at our wedding, now years ago. They had
been put by, locked up in a drawer, faded, crushed, and
forgotten, the urn and ornaments broken ; but had on this
oceasion, so it appears, been put together and returned to us
a new gift. We immediately proceeded to the bed-room
and examined the drawer, but its contents were gone, the
faded, partly-stained ‘paper in which urn and flowers had
been enclosed, only remaining. I must add, that no one but
ourselves, save our servants, who were in their room, fast
asleep, were in the house, our infant children being in their
cribs asleep in the nursery.

On returning to the drawing-room the bells in the base-
ment hall began to ring. 1 immediately went below,
examined the bells, and noticed that two had been moved,
not, however, those communicating with the street, but the
drawing-room and nursery bells. To make certain, I asked
(mentally) that the ringing might be repeated. This was at
once done. But to test whether an intelligence guided the
ringing, I asked first for alternate ringing, then for three
times, then five,andeven seven times; toeachof theserequests
the ringing responded consistently. All this was as ghost-
like as the most ardent Spiritunalist could have desired ; the
shuddering feeling of half awe, half curiosity, being intensified
by the sound of a footstep right up to the landing on which
my wife and myself were standing. This closed our New
Year’s eve,

As T have broken silence, I will give you another incident
of interest, which occurred some months ago. A friend of
our family, a well-known West-end physician, had coaxed
Mrs. Jencken to obtain my reluctant consent to have two or
three sittings, He desired, above all things, to have answers

i

to questions contained in writing carefully sealed up in a
letter. We, that is Mrs. Jencken, myself, and Dr. ——, ac-
cordingly met ; the letter was placed on the table; after a
pause, by raps Dr. —— was requested to hold it under the
table ; no sooner done than he felt a hand take it from him.
On its being returned by the same unseen power, the huge
envelope of the letter was found to be literally covered with
writing, categorically answering the written questions en-
closed within. At my request Dr. —— very obligingly,
after first carefully examining the seal and fastenings of the
packet, opened the letter, and allowed me to compare the
questions and answers. The replies were most complete.
As the document in question was private, I cannot give its
contents, and, in fact, only record what has happened, be-
cause I am well aware that many of Mrs., Jencken’s friends
will read iwith interest, that through her mediumship a
direct proof had been given of the power of reading and
correctly answering that which she had no means of know-
ing, and under the strictest test conditions.
Kensington, London, 7th January, 1878.

THE “BLLL TEST”
MANIFESTATIONS BY SPIRIT POWER INSIDE A NAILED BOX.

For some time past the Research Committee of the British
National Association of Spiritualists, composed of profes-
sional and other gentlemen, under the presidency of Mr.
Desmond Fitz-Gerald, M.S, Tel.E., has been sitting patiently
at many séances for the development of the power to produce
manifestations inside a nailed box placed near a medium.
The box is nailed to the inside of a cabinet, and has no
opening whatever inside the cabinet. It has an opening
outside, in full view of the ohservers, but a board is screwed
over that opening.

Inside the box is an ordinary electro-magnet with its
armature, and the depression of the armature completes an
electrical circuit, and causes an electrical bell to ring in the
usual way. The object to be achieved was, that the spirits
should pass power enough through the wood to depress the
armature. The connecting wires to the electrical apparatus
are all outside the cabinet, and in full view. Inside the
cabinet with the medium, there is nothing but the smooth
wooden outside of the box,

Under these conditions, the bell has been made to ring at
will, at the two last sfances held in the presence of the
Research Committee. More force than necessary to depress
the armature was used inside the box, for a spring was
strained, and an electro-magnet disarranged.

Thus this valuable manifestation takes its place among the
best attested of the phenomena of Spiritualism, and is a rich
reward to those who waited so patiently to obtain it, Mr.
LEglinton was the medium.

Philosophically considered, there is nothing new in the
manifestation, for it was known before that, as in slate-
writing manifestations, spirits could move solid objects
inside closed spaces. But although there was no “research ”’
in the committee sitting as a developing circle, and although
no new knowledge has been gained by the successful result,
it paves the way to research. If a little curtain is suspended
over the opening of the box outside the cabinet, can the
spirits materialisc a hand in the box, and show it ?  If so, it
will be the first instance of the observed materialisation of a
hand, with solid.wood everywhere between the hand and
the medinm, What are the conditions of temperature inside
the box during the production of the manifestations ?

The Research Committee has mounted a cabinet on a
weighing machine, to ascertain what change in the weight
of a medium takes place while various manifestations are
going on. Thig should bring new knowledge.

Tae ‘‘ Fox sisters,” through whom the manifestations of modern
Spiritualism first began in America, are now in London, and their
power is as strong as ever. Last Sunday,at South Kensington, we
heard raps loud enough to be audible in the passage outside the closed
door of the room, through the mediumship of Mrs. H. D. Jencken

" (Kate Fox).

Mr. Huen Krymer, editor of the Revista Espiritista, published in
Chili, is about to make a thorough study of the rise and progress of
Spiritualism in England, for the information of his South American
readers, and to this end has sent for a complete set of The Spiritualist,
beginning in 1869,
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orresponuence.

[Great freedom is given to correspondents,who sometimes expressopinions diametrically opposed
to those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ;
copees should be kept by the wrilers.]

M. GUSTAVE DE VEH'S ACCOUNT OF A SEANCE.

81n,—1I will try to give you an outline of a séance with Dr. Monek,
held on the evening of the 28th Dec. First of all, it is important to
observe, that I found myself at the beginning alone with Mr. Colley
and his friend, whose name I do not know, and that we thres joined in
searching every corner of the two rooms (front drawing-room, and,
towards the back, Dr. Monck’s bed-room). We did not leave 2 chair,
table, or cupboard unsearched ; we glued pieces of paper on the doors
and the windows, making pencil-marks over the papers, so that it
would have been impossible to shift them without our discovering the
trick: Dr, Monck and Mr. and Mrs. Cranstoun entered, nearly ten
minutes after we had thus completely guarded ourselves against all
deceit. I had my suspicions, which were rather fortified by the circum-
stance that Dr, Monck never suceeeded in getting these materialisations
any where else than in his own apartments.* Still, I had resolved to
give him the fairest possible trial.

The first part of the evening passed without anything whatever
occurring, and I began to feel discouraged; but the second part fully
repaid us for the disappointment of the beginning:

The gaslight was sufficiently good to enable us to see all the faces,
and even their expressions. My attention became doubly sharp when
Dr. Monck placed himself before the fatal curtain that separated the
two rooms. Why has he put up that abominable curtain? Butmy
expectation was gratified when I saw (three gas flames were burning at
half light) a rather foggy cloud forming itself before Dr. Monck’s feet.
That cloud slowly took the form of a young girl, and grew up as high as
Dr. Monck’s chest; then, shrinking from the light of the fire, which
flared up, she stood for a few seconds on the left side of the medium,
then came nearer to the round table where I sat with the four other

ersons.

P I was not more than three or four feet distant from the figure, which
allowed us to touch her hands and arms. I saw the eyes move. All at
once the fire flared up once more, when the figure shrank back, and
diminished in size till she seemed crouching on the floor, leaning on
one hand, and following with her eyes the movements of Dr. Monck,
with a look of curiosity. The latter had laid hold of the tongs, and
in endeavouring to lower the fire contrived to make it flare up, from
time to time, higher than before. From that moment my memory is
not quite clear about the form, only I recollect distinctly seeing it rise a
little from the ground, lean against the medium’s knees, and by degrees
become absorbed in him. I am certain that she did not move away
from him. Then there was an interval of talking and exclamation.
Then Samuel (as they told me) was controlling Dr, Monck, and in that
disagreeable voice of his he told us he would show us something more,
and—Dr. Monck stood again before that curtain! Before his feet there
was again a foggy cloud; it grew higher, expanded in breadth, and
there stood a figure half a lead higher than the medium, who then
spoke in his normal voice, and was, apparently, perfectly conscious.

I am unable to narrate in their order all the incidents that now hap-
pened ; but I can say, if necessary upon oath, that they were over-
whelming. As to the figure, at first I tookit for a living man. Why?
Well, because of the fatal curtain! I could not help it. Dut I saw
him take up with one hand, between thumb and first finger, the heavy
musical box (which I, rather a strong man, could not easily lift with
both hands), and saw him hold it in that mauner by one end, then
balance the box on his right arm, and with his left wind it up. Then
he showed us his naleed feet, not broader than half the sheet of paper I
am now writing on, They were about two inches broad,and five or six
inches long. I felt that they were icy cold, but higher up, towards the
rather rough calf, they grew by degrees warmer. Then lie took my
arm, walked round the room with me, warmed his hands at the fire-
place with me, took my hat, looked at it with a kind of wonder, and, at
a sign from me, put it on my head. When I saluted him by taking it
off, he made me a salaam as I had seen it done hundreds of times in the
Orient. A plate of biscuits stood on a side-table; he presented it to us,
himself took a biscuit, ate it, and Dr, Monck spat it out. I thought he
might as well have left that experiment alone, as any two could perform
thattrick. He laid down on the sofa, sat up, and invited me by gesture
to sit down next to him. Inthe meantime Dr. Monck had gone down-
stairs, to accompany the gentleman whom I did not know to the front-
door, the form remaining, and still walking and sitting with us. When
Dr. Monck returned,the form took a piece of coal out of the fireplace,
and at the same instant the medium cried out—* Oh! what have I in my
hand? A piece of coal !’ and the hands of the form were empty.

As well as I can judge, after all the precautionary measures I had
taken with Mz, Colley, I firmly believe that all was right; and the
finishing stroke of the séance did really send for a time all suspicions to
the winds. I tell you that at the end the form leant (within two or
three feet from us, the gas lighted as befors) against Dr. Monck, and,
becoming rather misty, worked himself into the medium by degrees,
and was gone.

Must I add, that Mr, Colley and I again examined our precautionary
measures, and found all the pieces of paper and lines of peneil intact:
So ended this memorable evening, and here is my signature as a proof
that I am most firmly convineed to have really witnessed all I have told
you. GUsTAVE D1 VEH.

Grosvenor Hotel, Victoria Station, London.

[Mr. De Veh’s foot-note to one part of his letter is of exceptional interest as

* This has been contradicted sinee I wrote this by Mrs. Cransioun, who assures me that
they have ohiained the sight of Mahedi in their house,
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to these séunces, which have been hold in such stringent privacy on Dr, Monck’s
premises. Does that foot-note mean that an ordinary materialisation was
soon on Mr. Cranstoun’s premises? Or has Mr. Cranstoun seen enough to
cextify that on his premises two living men, one of them temporarily ma-

terialised, were walking about as freely as doscribed in the above letter, and
in a strong light 2—Ep.]

PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Str,~As one of those present at the séunce with Mr. Eglinton last
evening, allow me to supplement the official account which Dr. Carter-
Blake will doubtless give in your columns. I do not know whether the
sitbing was an average one as to the success and strength of the mani-
festations, as it is the second physical séance I have attended, and the
first with Mr. Eglinton; but, undoubtedly, the manifestation of
exterior forces being at work was to my mind satisfactorily shown. I
use the words “ exterior forces’ in the sense of being external to the
natural and bodily powers of the medium and circle ; the question as
to whether the phenomena witnessed had their origin in the will of any
particular disembodied spirit, or in the will power of the medium or
circle, must of course be left to the judgment of those whose knowledge
of the occult qualifies them to give an opinion. Mr, Eglinton was
firmly secured by his coat sleeves being sewn at the wrists behind his
back, some of the stitches being passed through the seam of the coat at
the small of the back (a point I particularly noticed). The coat or
jacket was a tightly fitting one, with three or four buttons (which were
buttoned), and at the top fastening in front the coat was also sewed
together, thus apparently precluding the possibility of the medium slip-
ping his arms from the sleeves, Mr. Iiglinton was then tied by the
arms to the back of a chair, and by his legs to the legs of the chair,
which was placed rather in front than inside the cabinet. The curtains
were draped so as to show his knees, on which were placed the fairy
bells with a bell trumpet and ring. Very soon after the gas had been
lowered, yet not so low, but that most, if not all, could see distinetly ;
the voice of “ Joey” was heard speaking; raps were heard, hands
moved the small articles on the fairy bells, which were resting in full
view on the medium’s knees ; a book which was placed there opened
and shut, was taken inside the cabinet, as were also the fairy bells,
which, while inside, were loudly twanged. One of the medium’s cufs
was thrown outside, and afterwards upon being placed upon the
medium’s knees was taken inside by a hand and replaced., One or two
genilemen pufting their hands through the curtains, but above the
medium’s head, distinetly felt the touches of scme fingers passing over
their own. Joey also allowed all the sitters, immediately after a mani-
festation had taken place, to enter the cabinet, and observe the fasten-
ings of the medium, which was done, when he was found precisely in
the same state as when secured ; nor at the close of the séance was any
thread or fastening broken, nor could I see any symptoms of a strain at
any part of the places where the medium was sewed or tied. When the
séance was concluded a Mr. Kane (who must pardon me if I do not
spell his name right) requested to be secured in the same way as Mr.
Eglinton, which was done (by the same lady who had done the previous
sewing), but not nearly in so secure a manner as when Mr. Iglinton
was made fast. Firstly, Mr. Kane wore a frock coat, of which the
sleeves appeared looser than the medium’s, and the stitches, instead of
being put through his coat at the small of the back, were sewn an inch
or two down his coat tails; his coat was also not sewn in front. The
tyings to the chair were done very loosely and carelessly. When
the curtaing were draped over him he managed with great visible
twisting and straining to move the fairy bells, which had been placed
on his knees, and to show a hand red with the effort, close to his side.
When Mr. Kane was examined it was found that he had broken the
fastenings behind, that the tapes were all strained, and his coat-sleeve
partly up his arm, himself being very red, and panting with the effort.
Me, Kane afterwards admitted that he could not have done anything
had he been secured like Mr. Eglinton, I send you this account as an
unprejudiced observer, and because I think mediums who submit to such
handling as Mr. Eglinton does for the benefit of inquirers, deserve the
thanks and protection of all those who are interested in the investiga-
tion of the spiritual phenomena attending humanity.

Cuartes Lowe, M.B,N,A.S.

Thursday, January 10th, 1878.

DREAM OR NO DREAM,

Str,—The sage-fesmme who attended my wife in her first confinement
was an excellent type of a Lancashire woman. Neat in dress, civil in
manners, kind in face, and thoroughly good at heart, she left an im-
pression on our minds that is always pleasant to revive. The whole
neighbourhood benefited by her good offices, She was always in
request, and many were her good deeds, acts of unsolicited kindness,
benevolence that anticipated all demands, services that asked for no
recompense. It was not surprising that Betty Ogden was beloved by
all who knew her. A quiet, unostentations piety animated her in the
discharge of duties which agked for no praise and sought no reward.
The speech of such a woman was like her character—single, direct,
unhesitating,. No disorder of the simple truth produced by morbid
introspection or reasoning after the event ever troubled the accuracy of
her statements. Yonr readers may, therefore, confidently rely on the
authenticity of the following story told by her to my wife., She
herself seemed to attach no extraordinary importance to it as anything
very remarkable. It was one of her experiences ; nothing more. As
a Christian she felt she had good reasons for believing in a future
existence, and was not bewildered by any cross lights of scepticism on
the main point, and assuredly never thought of questioning the cer-
tainty of her recollections; neither did any one who knew her,

She had been left a widow with several children. In course of time
these married, and made their way in the world. One alone remained,
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{lie youngest boy, who, when he was about fourteen years old, fell sick,
and finally died of consumption. During his illness, which was long
and tedious, she of conrse did everything that a woman in her circum-
stances could do, and displayed to the last the untiring patience and
love of the true mother. The demand on that love and | patience grew
greater towards the close of the boy’s life, when the weariness of long
confinement to his bed made the vigils of his sleeplessness a heavy
burden to her. What sleep she obtained was snatched at intervals, or
else taken in the daytime on the bed by the invalid’s side. One after-
noon, a few weeks before the child’s death, she lay down beside him
with a strict injunction to be called if he wanted anything. The boy,
who was wide awake when she fell asleep, let her slumber on for an
hour or more, when he voused her. It was simply to render some
common. service, such as shifting his pillow or giving him to drink.
His voice and touch startled her “from a vivid and somewhat disagree-
able dream. She fancied that, still reclining on the couch, not yet
having fallen asleep, she saw her husband come to the side of the bed
on wlnch her boy was lying, and stand for some time motionless,
regarding him with mild but earnest eyes, the look of which was more
pa,thetxc and affectionate than sad. She, fancying with the usual strange
confusion of the dream mind, that her husband had committed some
crime, and that the officers ofJustlce were already on his traces—and
yeb she wondered how that could be, since he was already dead !—at
once addressed him, urgently bidding him run upstairs into the attics,
and find some place of concealment. She was astonished at receiving
no reply, and while she was pondering his silence, heard the call which
awoke her. Although her dream had made a great impression on her
mind and, so to ﬂpeak, haunted her, she nevertheless refrained from
speaking of it to the child. Nor wonld she probably ever have done
go—for she took the vision as the sign of his impending death—had he
not suddenly remarked : .

“ Mother, I have seen my father.”

& Nonsenbe, lad,” she rephed “thou’st been dreaming.”

“Nay,” he answered, ‘“ all the time you were sleemng I never once
closed my eyes. He came to the bedside and looked at me, but never
said a word. I saw him as plain as I see yon chest o’ drawers.”

Not long after the boy died. To the last he would never acknow-
ledge that “the vision he had seen was the mockery of a dream. He
wags a truthful boy, and moreover knew that his case was hopeless. Of
course, he may have been surprised by sleep, and the apparition have
been solely one of the imaginations of the couch., But this he strongly
denied, and his mother never doubted his word. Take it how we will,
the circumstance is worthy of record. Supposing the boy really

dreamt the same dream at the same time with his mother, we have

here the statement of a problem wh1ch the spectator sought to solve
by the principle of the ** brain-wave.” But if the boy were awake—
and I see no reason to believe otherwise—the brain-wave theory is
only tenable on the admission that the wave had washed over the
mortal bar, and, in some mysterious way, simultaneously affected both
the waking aud  the sleeping mind. I am rather disposed to adopt
this solution,

'We can scarcely think that there was any more substance in the
figure seen by the boy than in that beheld by the mother. ~What each
saw, they saw with the eyes of memory,’in the vesture and look of cld
tnnes But something must have excited that memory ; something
must have made the imagination cast forth from itself that prolectmn
of its image in bodily shape, We know how mind affects mind here.
‘Why should its influences die on the threshold of the grave? We
Christians, who believe in ministering spirits, are very illogical, it
seems to me, in lesolutely entrenching ourselves behind the barriers of
utter incredulity in regard to a case so well authenticated as the one
before us. Did all intercommunication between the world of sense
and spirit cease exactly eighteen centuries ago ?

Some of your Oldham readers may be 1nte1ested to learn that the
good woman, whomn my wifc so loved and respected, lived, and
perhaps still lives, at Moorside, near that town, CLDRICUS

TUE INFLUENCE OF TN LIVES Or TPROFESSED RELIGIONISTS.

Sin,— Lutchmee and Dilloo, a story of West Indian Life, by
Edward Jenkins,” concludes with the following scene :—

Dilloo, a Hindu coolie, is dying. *The Reverend Adolpus Telfer,”
a clergymen of the Church of England, * touched by the evident near-
ness of the departing soul to the dark postern of death . . . tried in
simple language to tell the dying man of . . . a Saviour, J esus Christ,
whohad opened the gates from death to hfe, from pain to bliss.

«“The coolie listened, impassive, silent. He held Lutchmee’s (his wife)
hand tightly in his own. The moments flew by. Lutchmee watched
the ebbing, dribbling life,

« ¢ See, D11100, cried the missionary, stirred to earnestness, ¢ there is
good and life ready for you even now. DBelieve in Jesus Christ—trust
your soul to Him!’

“¢No!’ cried the dying coolie, loudly, almost fiercely, and with un-
conscious, but terribly pointed, satire, as hie half raised his body. ‘No!

no! Jesu Kriss Massa Drummond’s God—Massa Marston’s God—all
Inglees’ God. No God for coolie!’

. ¢ And turning his face away from the Christian, the coohe breathed
out his soul into the bosom of the Unknown God.” . Jov.

THEOTOGICAL OPINIONS.

Sir,—The very interesting and suggestive paper of Dr. George Wyld,
entitled ‘‘Man as a Spnlt and Splrltual Phenomena as Produced by
the Spirits of the Tiving,” which appearin your issue of December 14th,
lias been attenlively read by the Theosophists of New York, It is
encouraging to us that the views of our society, as enunciated by
myself, in a crude and imperfect manner, in your number of the 7th
inst., should in any degree commend themselves to such thoughtful
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critics as Dr, Wyld. The interpretation which he places upon my
averment that ¢ we Theosophists of the inner ring adhere to the
Oriental religious plulosophles as better guides to happmess than the
Christian t]LGOZOgj, is pertectly correct. The teachings ascribed to
Jesus, and the theology of the so-called Christian Chureli, have, in
my judgment, no mutual resemblance. In fact, I am acquainted withno
religions system less Christ-like than Chustm.mty Certainly, no
heathen religion so thoroughly substitutes words for deeds, exacts so
little of self-earned merit, as the necessary condition for future progress
and beatitude. No Christian priest or layman holds, or can hold, Jesus
of Nazareth in higher respect than a sincere Theosophist. We regard
this lofty initiate of Egypto-Indian Esoterism with no less reverence
for His holy life and teachings than Sakya-Muni and Christna. Bat
around the veal personage of J udea we recognise the same mythological
numbers as that which Indian theology has ‘created about the true men
of Mathura and Kapila-Vastu. Madame Blavatsky lhas shown the
identity of doctrine’ taught. by the three, and equally, the intimate
resemblance between the mythical biographies composed for them by
their respective theological propagandists., There can be no ‘ higher
religion and morality” than that which was probably taught by Jesus,
for He taught the sublime religion of ancient India, Were there but a
meagre percentaﬂe of nominal Christians showing by their daily life
and conversation that they relied upon the self-same methods as He to
‘“ gain eternal life,” and avoid losing their souls (psuché), assuredly no
Theosophist would reproach Christian theology, as he now safely may,
with fostering sin, and pushing humanity down to moral ruin. We
want no system that puts a premium upon self-indulgence and self-
bratalisation, by promising a death-bed condonation for a career of vice
by men in cassocks or frocks, who too often are viler inwardly than the
penitent they shrive.

Theosophists profoundly respsct the religious convictions of the
sincere of every creed, and unreservedly admit that each embraces
many within its communion whom angels will joyfully welcome, DBat,
as philosophical students, we separate the individual saint from his
ancestral theology ; and viewing all veligious systems, and thcir 1esults,
with calm impartiality, we are forced to reiterate the idea expressed in
my letter, that esoteric Brahmanism, Buddhism, Parsism, and other
Eastern religions, philosophies are better guides to happiness, here and
hereafter, than that travesty upon the doctrines of Christ, called
Christian theology.

I hope these remarks may not be viewed as untimely, I really think
they are not. Your Canon I'arrar, and our American clergy of various
denominations, are at this moment repudiating the dogma of a blazing
Hell. Your press and ours teem with discussions of the subject. Lay
editors of influential secular journals challenge the clergymen to pro-
nounce their honest convictions. Many have complied, “and manfully
denounced the doctrine of eternal damnation, except for a few elect, as
cruel, even blasphemous., The world moves. And now, if there is no
hiell, what becomes of the dogma of atonement? The corner-stone of
Chrlstmmty rests upon molten lava—its doom is upborne by the
Miltonic fiend.

Depend upon it, if theoloo'y abandons its personal devil, and its pit
of eternal torment, it will not be long before the people of Europe will
ask the people of Asia to point them to the hard but safe path which
leads to eternal happiness. Hesry 8. Orcort.

New York, December 27th, 1877.

THE VIEWS OF TIIE THEOSOPHISTS,

Sin,—The letter of *“ M.A., Oxon,” must win the admiration of all
Spiritualists, on account of the manifold light which it presents, in a
kind of kaleidoscopic form, Whether the Isis which he unveils is akin
to the Goddess of Nature; is perhaps a bifrontine manifestation of
Janus; or a multiform presentation of a poly-analystic simulacrum of
'.L‘ruth. I shall not attempt to discuss.

¢ M.A., Oxon.,” demands ‘ evidence, or proof.”

Such evidence would, I humbly contend, be either inductive or
deductive. If the former, it must either rest on intuition before, or
general evidence after the fact. If the latter, it may rest on either
¢ theosophical ”’ grounds, or on some other d\oyo¢ condition.

As a humble reader of Madame Blavatsky’s book (which the imper-
feet nature of my habitual studies must prevent me from compre-
hending), T think I have seen ecxamples chosen from each of these four
sources of information.

Tirstly, the intuitional conceptions are apparently arranged according
to scientific method, whatever the conclusions of the authoress may be.
Some versed in Blahmamstxc work may consider that slie has gone
quite as far with regard to the pwjas as any could venture. If E. Sellon
went further, Moore and Inman accomplished less.

Secondly, the weight of the evidence with regard to the events which
Madame Blavatsky alleges to have taken place in Thibet, must be
tested by the counter—ewdence, if any, which a sceptic mlght aceu-
mulate.

Thirdly, as fo the value of the superadded knowledge which
“theosophy” gives. It would be obviously unfair for an ignorant
“cowen” to give an opinion. At present we have only to deal with
the evidence that the Theosophists assert that they possess certain
knowledge, and the means of using it, for purposes which they may
conceive to be good. Kither they are crazy, or this power is real.
The same canons of fair criticism should be applied to them as to
any description of witness:

TFourthly, if some of the sensations leading to a deductive line of
argument, are true or false, they are also dAoyor, or unconditioned.
Some of these may be tra,nscendental, some may be false; but all are
equally beyond the range of criticism. If an ordinary nis/ prius mind
were to attempt to evolve any conditions or criteria of truth from what
is, or at least claims to be, beyond all eriteria, nothing but a hopeless
state of confusion can arise.
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Asit is therefore impossible to test the theosophical conclusions by the
canons of scientific evidence, we have no right to weigh the Theosophists
(of whom I am not one) by our own balance.

‘What we have to thank them for, is the proof that some at least of
the phenomena which have been credited to the action of departed spirits,
and even sometimes to departed souls, are really dus to an occasional
act of the ¢ medium’s ” own power, by the exercise of his own will, and
are, in fact, mere repetitions of himself. If no other good than this had
been done by the Theosophical Society, we might thank them heartily
for having % cut out the core” of Spiritualism. We have also to thank
them for the expression of opinions in quarters which would have been
deaf to the voice of the metaphysician, although that expression has
perhaps not thrown much light on the underlying problems of Life and
Mind. As a writer in the Pall Mall Guzette some years ago said—

“ The fundamental problem which debated now for ages,
TIs still attacked and still unsolved by all our modern sages;
Ts, it an effort I may make, a simple form to throw it in,
Just what we know. and why we know, and what’s the way we know it in.”’

C. CARTER BLAXE.

S1r,—As I have recently had the privilege of much personal converse
with the leaders of the Theosophical Society in New York, I shall be
glad if you will allow me space to reply to some of the points raised by
“ M.A., Oxon.,” in his paper on “The Views of the Theosophists.” I
do so in all humility, because I am but a novice, a recent student of
these subjects, and am, doubtless, much less informed on many points
connected with them than the author of the above paper. Neverthe~
less, to use his own apt simile, though I am not the rose, I Zave lived
near it.

First, let me say that I do not see anything new in the doctrine of
potential immortality, What else is meant by St. Paul when he insists
that we must wn our salvation; that we must rise from death unto life ;
that we must strive after immortality? If we already have it, why
labour, strive, and fight for it? ‘We may be born with this potentiality,
but we have to make our calling and election sure. The Theosoph says
that the spiritual light comes to us at about the age of seven years;
well, the exact time is a detail. The Church recognises it as a grace,
a something superadded in baptism ; hence her insistance on the neces-
gity of that rite at the earliest possible age. IFor this reason baptism is
a gacrament, and not merely a symbol, even in the Protestant Church.
It is the supreme moment at which the earthly-born lump of matter,
containing already its etherialised portion, or astral soul ensheathed
within it, becomes, as the Church has it, “a child of God, and an in-
heritor of the kingdom of heaven.”

Then, does not the union of the human soul with the Divine spirit, as
get forth by the Theosophists, suggest the real significance of the * I
and my Iather are one’ of Christ? and of the expressions, ‘‘make
me one with Thee, O Lord,” < dwell Thou in my heart,”’ ‘¢ descend into
my soul,” ¢ depart not from Thy servant, O Thou God of my salvation,”
of the pious believer ¥ What else is that oneness with God, that union
with Christ, which is the primary end and aim of the Christian
veligion? That * faith” which is first essential before ¢ works” can
become an effectual factor in the Christian life? Conversely, as to the
doctrine of possible annihilation, If immortality can be won, it ean
also be not won, Z.e., lost. And as “M.A., Oxon.” asks for the Gospel
I will refer him to the parable of the gheep and the goats.—Matt. xxv.
31-46.

Again, I see in the Theosophist teaching no subversion of the old
tripartite division, viz.:—Body, the physical or outward man; Soul,
the spirit-body of the Spiritualist, perisprit of the Spiritist, astral soul
of the occultist; and Spirit, the Divine Light, the over-shadowing, at
times indwelling God, whose preserce, even in the Jewish Temple, was
symbolised by a luminous cloud which rested over the Ark of the
Covenant.

That which, to my anderstanding, is the most misleading, and calcu-
lated to produce the most erroneous ideas, is the term, ¢ spirit, my spirit.
Spirit is and remains one; indivisible, eternal, unchangeable, even as
all light that illumines our earth is one, proceeding always from the
same source, though there may be one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon.

I hope ““M.A., Oxon.,” will forgive me for saying that he has not
shown his accustomed patience and care in dealing with the views of the
Theosophists. I say this advisedly, for we look to him as a teacher and
leader, and his words are as an oracle to the listening crowd of Spirit-
ualisty in Fngland and America. Therefore, it is the more to be re-
grotted that he finds himself unable to stand as an interpreter and a
reconciler between the Theosophists and the Spiritualists, and that
he ig forced instead to widen the breach already begun, and which
is, after all, more imaginary than real,

For what is the point at issue between “M.A., Oxon,” and the
Theosophists? Both admit that there are various agencies at work in
the production of the phenomena of Spiritualism ; they differ only as
to the rank they assign to each agency. The following illustrates my
meaning, at least approximately :—

THE THEOSOPHISTS. “M.A., Oxow.”
1. Will-power, hamaa souls, dou- | 1. The good departed.
bles.
2. Elementaries (low-class beings) | 2 Elementaries (low-class beings).
and elementals.
3. The good departed.

3. Will-power, human souls, dou-
bles.

Probably neither would agree as to the exact order of the above, but
that, again, is a detail. If there is any truth in the geuneral proposi-
tion, is it worth while for Theosophists and Spiritualists to divide on
the question of rank or degree ?

“M.A., Oxon.,” asks for finalities. ITe wants things laid down on
“ exact lines of demonstration,” But surely at the present stage of our

inquiry this is to be deprecated. I thought that the one good result of
our nineteenth-century training was the learning to hold our jndgment
in suspense, and not to hasten to conclusions. The Theosophists have
furnished us with an exposition of the teachings of the old philosophies
in matters spiritual. 'We are grateful to them, and we will consider
their theories at our leisure. But we do not want them to do all our
thinking for us; we will see how much of those theories we can assimi-
late, after testing them by our own facts, and we can then, if necessary,
re-arrange our own categories. Speaking personally, I for one am able
to see many things, not in Spiritualism only, but in religion and morals,
much more clearly by the light of theosophical teachings ; and I trust
that no prejudices will be roused by the present diseussion which may
prevent others from deriving a similar benefit, The shortest road to a
clear understanding is the study of Mme, Blavatsky’s book Isis
Unveiled, in which what I have designated the Theosophist teachings
may be found enshrined. Eyminy KisLiNenury.

Str,—Mr. Fitzgerald has, by reducing elementals to an equation,
demolished one of the beliefs of the theosophists, but he hasnot alluded
to the other statements made by Colonel Olcott.

If these statements can be substantiated, and are not mere vague
speculations, they are the most important that have appeared in the
pages of The Spiritualist during the three years I have taken it.

I shall not guestion all the statements put forward, but confine my
remarks to the view of man as a trinity.

Man, according to the theosophists, is a trinity—body, soul, and
gpirit. The babe is born into this world a duality, and becomes a
trinity when it begins to reason, The spirit is separated from soul and
body, sometimes, before bodily death—at any rate, at bodily death—
and the soul then exists alone for an incalculable time, when it is re-
united to spirit, and exists for ever; or, on the other hand, it is
annihilated, leaving the spirit to exist for ever.

Let us put these beliefs to the test of common sense—admitting,
for the sake of argument, that the babe is born a duality. We know
that he has a fleshly body, and that he sees, feels, and thinks. Theo-
sophists will not, I suppose, admit that the fleslily body of the babe
sees, feels, and thinks, but will say that the soul does.

They must then logically admit that a dog sees, feels, and thinks ;
and, as this is nota faculty of his fleshly body, he, too, must have a soul.
Consequently, a babe before it begins to reason and a dog are similar
in this life—body and soul ; and, after bodily death, a man and a dog
are similar—soul only,

Soul they regard as sublimated matter, and to this sublimated
matter (molecules or atoms ) they annex the faculties of seeing, feel-
ing, and thinking, but deny it to gross matter.

Reason they do not, apparently, annex to matter; but on this point
there is some ambiguity in Colonel Olcott’s statement. e says the
babe becomes a trinity when it begins to reason, which must mean,
either that the spirit then joins the duality, and, having the faculty of
reason, reasons for the three; or, that reason is inherent in the soul,
and, being developed by age, the soul is thereby fitted for the union
with spirit, which takes place.

If spirit be the reasoning part of the trinity, theosophists must
admit that thought and perception are powers of the spirit; for
reasgln without perception or thought is not to be grasped by any
mind.

Once admit that the spirit has perception, thought, and reasom,
there is no necessity for annexing any of them to the soul, unless theo-
sophists hold that both spirit and sonl possess them.

The body, they say, goes into the crucible of evolution. Why not
the soul, which they consider matter? Why, in theory, do they
annihilate this sublimated matter ? and how is it aunihilated ?

They regard the spirit as immortal. I have endeavoured to show
from Colonel Olcott’s statemeunts that it reasons, perceives, and thinks,
and we may therefore reasonably conclude that the soul will not be
necessary for its well-being during eternity, although it may serve a
purpose for a time after bodily death, just as the body has in this life.

Is not the spirit the man?

Colonel Olcott will greatly oblige me by restating those views of the
theosophists upon which I have commented, as follows :—

(@) What they know based upon personal observation.

(6) What they believe on reasonable grounds—giving those grounds.

(¢) What is speculation only; also by giving a detinition of the word
¢ reason.”

I am in search of truth, and do not write in a spirit of hostility.
This will be apparent to Colonel Oleott by my endorsing his remarks
relative to will power, about which Dr. Carpenter knows very little,
although he has doubtless exercised it to a limited extent on his
mesmeric sensitives. E. W. CorLikg,

189, Queen’s-road, Dalston, London, Dec. 81, 1877,

¥ SPIRITE AND MEDIUMS.”

Sir,~~In last week’s Spiritualist Mr. William White says that it
would be easy to multiply incidents in which the mind of the mediam
plays no part in the production of phenomena. I think that the fol-
lowing incident is corroborative of Mr. White's statement :—

Several years ago I was present at a séance in the house of Mr.
Everitt, then in Penton-street. Mrs. Everitt had been entranced for a
short time, during which a sheet of paper lying on the table, and pre-
viously unwritten upon, had been closely filled with writing which
related to political events occurring in Jerusalem about the time of the
siege by Titus. The medium having been then disentranced, and the
lights raised, two gentlemen present, interested in the subject, set them-
selves to decipher the writing, which was very close and not a little
“crabbed.” During this time the conversation was general, and at a
livtle distance from the gentleman referred to, I was conversing with
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the medium on a topic having no relation whatever to that of the
written communication, and I observed that whenever a more than
usnally difficult word to read had been encountered, or a word had
been wrongly rendered, the hand of the medium immediately grasped
a pencil lying upon the table, and, upon a separate sheet of paper,
wrote the word more accurately or plainly.

The point in this incident lies in the fact that under no circumstances
could the medium have known at what word the two gentlemen had
“gtruck,” for their breakdown not unfrequently occurred during the
time that Mrs. liveritt was addressing some remark to me.

J. TraiLL TavLoR,

Nithsdalo-villa, Wood Groen, January 8th, 1878,

Si1r,—We have heard a good deal about untruthful spirits; were it
not so, Spiritualism would have been long ago held in respect through-
out the length and breadth of the land, Spirits, however, often speak
the truth, But what of our own spirits? They, according to Dr. G.
Wyld, are all liars on principle, for if it is not true, as alleged by Dr.
Wyld, that spirits external, or foreign to themselves, visit us from the
other world, I do not say exceptionally, but commonly, what stupendous
falsifications our own spirits must be, who almost always impute
spiritnal phenomena to foreign spirits, One would think that any
honest man, who knows that the first wish of his conscious cerebration
is to be truthful in all things, and who believes that it is his own spirit
which dictates this wish to his brain—the tool for making thought intelli-
gible on the material plane—must be naturally taken aback, and so he
i3, when told by the psychologist that that which he believed to be his
better self, his own spirit, the motor of his conscious, as well as his
unconscious, cerebration—and which the psychologist, paradoxically
enough, will still persist in maintaining ¢s his better self—is so very
unreliable. TFor if our own spirit is constantly telling us, in most cases
of mediumship, as it has been doing for the last thirty years, that it is
an external spirit, when it is our own spirit, then all I can say of it is
that it takes up a very disreputable position. I mever felt this so
strongly as when I perused Dr. G. Wyld’s able paper in The Spiritualist
of December 14th, where he gives much valuable advice as a medical
man and student of humanity, but where he gives us also views on
psychology which are so very contrary to appearances. Speaking of
séances, Lie says, “1 say that inasmuch as we, as spirits, know we are
present, but have no absolute proof that the spirits of the de-
parted are vpresent, the presumption is that owr spirits, known
to be present, are the operators.” It is true that Dr. Wyld
makes a scapegoat of the medium as ¢ the chief operator,”
which seems hardly fair, since all at a séance are in the same boat; the
spirits of all these are accessories, and willing partakers in the
undoubted fraud which relegates phenomena to foreign spirits, when they
are produced by our own spirits, if Dr. Wyld is right, And, really, we
should none of us be ashamed to bear our own burden. And this is the
imbroglio in which he places all Spiritualism and all religions, from the
earliest days to the present hour, with, I acknowledge, some few excep-
tions. What these exceptions may be he does not notify, and leaves ug
to guess; but I will add, subject to contradiction, that almost, if not all
modern Spiritualism, he accounts for by the action of our own spirits as
¢‘the operators;” alleging that Spiritualism is not produced by spirits
external to ourselves, or, to use his own term, “ forcign spirits.” Thus
Dr. Wyld makes our own spirits untruthful under any and every
circumstance; for if they speak a trutli, and call themselves foreign
spirits when they are our own spirits, they are still not honest, or
speaking the truth, but mingling truth with falsehood. How comes the
order of nature and nature’s God to sanction such an anomaly ag this?
This is not encouraging. But, does God do so? And the more
powerful our spirits may be, the more derogatory is this novel asper-
sion, for hitherto lying has been said to be the weapon of the weak.,

Now, as regards the power of our own spirits, I yield to none in
upholding that view ; for man is a spirit, and, what is of equal impor-
tance, a spirit is a man untrammelled with the stupefying burden of the
flesh, which, I believe, gives the spirit an immense advantage over the
man trammelled in many ways. Still, the power of man’s spirit, bur-
dened as it is,is grand in its attributes. One hasg but to see a mes-
meriser controlling his patient to be assurcd of this, The first Pitt,
making the whole House of Commons quail under his eagle eye, must
have been a sight to see. So also Napoleon on the field of battle, So
also is the beautiful picture, by Riviére, of Daniel in the lion’s den.
You see only the prophet’s back, but you know that he is dominating
the savage brutes by his spirit speaking through his eyes. The grandest
picture, however, of all, must have been Jesus, a mere peasant man to
all outward appearance, judged by His garb, driving the money-changers
out of the temple by His innate majesty. And yet we know that even
He, while encumbered by the ilesh, required ¢ strengthening” hy
‘ foreign ” spirits, And though it might not have been a common
thing for the seers among IHis disciples to view them, yet, doubtless,
angels were with Him constantly unseen by men. The mere fact of His
speaking of the vast numbers ITe had at His command, shows that He
knew the use of them. 'That He did not make use of them on that par-
ticular occasion when, we know, He asserted His power over them, and
their power to assist Him, was becaunse He did not then require them,
for e was going back to His glory, 'Who could better say ?

To me, to live, I find I seck to dis,
And sceking death, find lifo ?

What He quailed at naturally was the bodily agony He had to undergo.
We Lnow, also, that Jesus conversed with spirits, On one occasion He
invoked the spirits of Moses and Iilias to show them to favoured
disciples, so that not only Jesus saw these spirits, but He made them
visible to Peter and James and John, Was the spirit of Jesus at once
Moses and Iilias, or were they emanations from Him, or what? To
which golemn event Dx, Wyld alludes. Now, if this was the case, and

Moses and Elias were Moses and Elias, why should not Mr, Home see
spirits objectively ? Spirits surely see each other. Dr. Wyld tells us
that on one occasion Mr, Home was in a trance, and he thought he saw
a spirit, but did not. Why should he not have seen a spirit, if spirits
see each other ? For Dr. Wyld tells us, “The fact, however, is, that
our spirit, when entranced, is a departed spirit,” and yet he alleges that
Mr. Home being *“a departed spirit,” since he was ¢ entranced,” could
not see another departed spirit.

The fact, however, happens to be that seers often do see spirits much
more discriminatingly than men seemen. The countenances of emaneci-
pated spirits do not belie their feelings as men’s do, their hearts areread
by every lineament of their features; and their words do not, I believe,
more often than those of men, disguise their thoughts. Spirits, Paul
says, see ag they are seen, Dr. Wyld, somewhat forgetful, perhaps, of
the bad character he has given one’s own spirit, its want of truthfulness
again bursts out in admiration of that spirit under trance, saying,
“Man, when he becomes entranced, is not only above and beyond
matter, but he becomes the controller of matter. He reveals the hidden
angel, and demonstrates that ¢ the kingdom of heaven is within him ! ”’
And yet Dr. Wyld will not believe a simple statement of Mr, Home, at
the very time when *“ the kingdom of heaven was within him.” This looks
somewhat incongistent, I must confess. To me it seems, by Dr. Wyld’s
own description, as printed, that, first of all, Mr. Home plainly saw
the spirit of a lady friend of Dr. Wyld’s, and told him so; and then he
read Dr. Wyld’s own thoughts, that doubted his word, and he told him
of that also, when he was in that state of trance which, as Dr. Wyld
tells us himself, ¢ reveals the hidden angel, and demonstrates that the
kingdom of heaven was within him.”

Then again, he will fully concede that Mr. Watking’s slate-writing is
frequently produced by his own spirit, because he says so. Why should
we not, then, equally believe Dr. Slade when he says that his writing
is produced by external spirits ? One is loath to think that this
good, honest man’s *“ own spirit” is telling him lies afl day long, I,
for one, will not believe it. It is preposterous that such a man’s
double should be such a confrast to himself, purporting to be anybody
and everybody but what he knows himself to be, playing the stupendous
prank of personating foreign spirits, of every age and every lunguage
perpetually,

Again, when Dr. Wyld urged on that intellectual and powerful
medium, Miss Hardinge, that ‘her orations were not dictated by
departed spirits, but were the improvisation of her own partially en-
tranced and, therefore, clairvoyant spirit,”” and *‘Miss Hardinge
admitted that she believed it might often be so, at least to some extent,”
why should not Miss Hardinge’s explanation have been considered a
good and true one? Why should not Miss Hardinge’s own spirit have
guided her ¢ to some extent;” and yet, like Milton, why might not she
have also had help from external spirits 7 'Why may not she, like him,

have still—
A colostial patroness, who deigns

Her nightly visitation unimplorod,

And dictates to Aer slumbing ; or inspires

Basy her unpremeditated lay ?
‘Which last sentence may well explain Miss Hardinge’s own opinion,
that it might often be her own improvisation, or at any rate her own to
some extent. And, surely, Milton’s celestial patroness could not have
his own spirit! Milton could not have been at once masculine and
feminine.

Again, why should not Miss Hardinge, who spoke so freely, so grace-
fully, and so entirely without hesitation, be like, in one respect, to the
great Shakespeare himself, who, as his especial friend, Ben Johnson,
tells us, “never eraged a line”? Why, again, should not she have
had, like Shakespeare’s rival,

Compeers by night giving her aid ?
Or, like that same rival, and, indeed, Shakespeare himself, have been
often, entirely under spirit control ?
By spirits tanght to speak above a mortal pitch,

as Shakespeare and his rival were taught to wrife above a mortal pitch
“ by gpirits” ?

And was not Miss Hardinge’s mediumship very like that of King
Henry the Fifth, of England, to whom, Shakespeare tells ug—

Consideration, like an angel came,
Leaving his body as a paradiso
To onvelope and eontain celestial spirits ?
Not his own spirit, not even a single spirit, but “ spirits.”
Never was sueh a sudden scholor mads ;
Hear him but reason on divinity,
And, all admiring, with an inward wish
You would desiro, the king were made a prelate.
Hear him debate of eommonwealth affairs,
You would say—it hath been all in all his study.
List his diseourse of man, and you shall hoar
A fearful battle render’d you in musio;
Turn him to any eause of poliey,
The gordian knot of it he will unloose,
TFamiliar as his garter ; that, when he speaks,
The air, a ehartered liberting, is still ;
And tho mute wonder lurketh in men’s ears,
To steel his sweet and honeyed sentenees.

I need hardly add that Shakespeare puts this charming poetry, this
instructive lesson in Spiritualism, into the mouth of the Archbishop of
Canterbury., I am sure it does the Archbishop much credit, and is a
proof of his sound judgment. Hardly less so is that of the Bishop of
Ely, who gives it as his opinion that King Henry’s * contemplation "—

Grew, like the summer grass, fastost by night,
Unseen, yet cresoive in his faculty.
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Shakespeare often hewailed that in his day England was no longer
“merry Iingland;” and it will be surely bad times nowadays if
English Spiritualism should dribble away into mere psychology. But
it looks very like this to windward ; and yet I see one bright rift in the
cloging clouds, inthe heavy English mist, and especially throngh the present
London fog, which I trust, however, will not be lasting. The mist opens
in the direction of almost the whole of the Continent of Europe, but
chiefly hails from France. While, in Fngland, materialism and
psychology, it would be unjust to add, * and orthodoxy,” unite to wean
us from a belief in foreign spirits, foreign spirits are evidently flourishing
in foreign parts; for there, foreign spirits have only the materialists
against them. The orthodox then, too, may hate modern Spuritualisme,
but they do not deny the truth that external spirits visit men, I have
not yet heard of any self-acknowledged ‘¢ psychologists ” there. While
in Iingland mesmerists appear to be mostly materialists or simple
psychologists, and we are exhorted to study mesmerism in order to
learn the fallacy of Spiritualism. While we are again reminded of that
everlasting maidservant who talked good Latin, when mesmerised,
because she had heard pupils at a school hammering over, probably,
their bad Latin; and no reference is made to the lad who could always,
under mesmerism, discern and describe the diseases of patients, but
who could never prescribe a remedy unless his ““spirit doctor” was
present. While, T say, mesmerism is quoted in Ingland as inimical to
the belief in foreign spirits, we read, in the Revue Spirite of January
the following— All the members of the Parisian Mesmeric Society are
Spiritualists (Spérites), with very few exceptions. There are among
tlhiem mesmerists, healers, and mediums., All do their best to seek out
and to penetrate the sanctuary of eternal truths.” SoruTaTOR.

WHAT TRUTI IS THERE IN ASTROLOGY ?

Sir,~1I hope the gentle hint contained in the little paragraph on page
303 in The Spirituvalist of December 28th will have the desired eflect,
and induce some of the professors of astrology to give us some proof of
truth in their * anecient art.”

Can it be possible that the writer of the letter on page 311, and signed
C. D. Jenkins, hag written it to show what truth there is in astrology ?
Or can it be possible that it comes from an earnest, educated man, such
as an astrologer must be, who puts it forth in good faith, thinking the
world will believe him ? If go, it is a failure on both points.

Every intelligent middle-aged man is fully aware that, both in North
America and in Europe, or any other country, in the winter season, all
animal life, including the human race, is more subject to disease and
death, than in the warmer months of summer and autumn, Ordinary
statistics prove it, and they also show that shipwrecks, railway accidents,
mine explosions, and dreadful fires, are more prevalent in winter than
summer, to say nothing about theatres flourishing during the pantomime
soason.

Again, take the political part of the letter. Is not every Roman
Catholic, every politician, and every intelligent man in the world ex-
pecting to hear serions news from Rome? Of course, they all are
because they know the Pope is in such a state that he must die almost
immediately.

Then about the Russians and Turks. I think it does not require
star-gazing to tell us who will probably be victorious next March, if
the war continues so long, or that evil will overshadow the Ottoman
Empire.

AIt)gain, the Sultan is to beware of the assassin, This is a very safe
prediction, for it is well known that in almost every country, at the con-
clusion of a disastrous and exhaustive war, some political fool or
religious fanatic is sure to make an attempt upon the life of the head of
the State, and too often succeeds.

Dresident Hayes, it appears, is not to be re-clected, but unfortunately
he is to have a sore throat, and become lame, which information, if I
knew his private address, I would forward to him, so that he might lay
in a stock of cough-drops and crntches in time.

In all seriousness, I wonld asls, is this astrology 2 Or was it necessary
for Mr. Jenking to consult the planets Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, the Sun
and Moon, and their relative positions, before he could pen his letter ?
If so, astrology must be a great waste of time to some people, for 1
could have written quite ag good a letter without it.

Astrologers have had & good innings of late in the columns of the
spiritual press, no doubt with much advantage to the professors; but
lest Spiritualism proper should suffer by comparison, have we not a
right, before the alliance becomes too strong, to demand its credentials
and proofs? I think so, and urge the point just as strongly as men
demand proof of the powers of our professional mediums.

If any astrologer accepts this challenge, T think a fair question for
him to answer would be to state in what week, month, or year the
Prince of Wales will ascend the XEnglish throne, and afford the same
information with regard to his son. JouN Rousk.

80, George-street, Sloane-square, London,

December 81st, 1877,

Sir,—The rule given by Claudius Ptolemy in the third book of his
Tetrabiblos, nearly eighteen centuries since, and to which I referred at
the conclusion of my last letter, is as follows:—

If either of the two luminaries be in an angle, and one of the
malefics be either in conjunction with that luminary, or else distant in
longitude from each luminary, in an exactly equal space, so0 as to form
the point of junction of two equal sides of a triangle, of which two sides
the two luminaries form the extremities; while, at the same time no
benefic star may partake in the configuration, and while the rulers of
the luminaries may be also posited in places belonging to, or controlled
by, the malefics ; the child, then horn, will not be susceptible of nurture,
but will immediately perish,” The evil planets are Mars, Saturn, and
Uranus—the last-named having been unknown to Plolemy, yet his rule

holds good just the same, in respect to Uranus, as the instance T gave
sufficiently and incontestably proves. °

_ Here, then, we have a scientific rule and a demonstrable proof of
its accaracy. I will give another instance, with your permission,
sir, and of o different nature from the last.

On the 21st December, 1869,7a medical practitioner, residing in the
north of England, gave me the times of birth of two children, which
h_e had brought into the world, and the respective moments of whose
births he had noted for the purpose of testing the truth of astrology.
The first, a girl, whom we will designate as R., was born at 7h. Sﬁom.
a.m., on the 19th Dec,, 1869, and in lat, 54° 54'N., long. 1° 24 W,
The second, a boy (W.), was born exactly at § o’clock p-m., the following
day, and in the same town. The doctor desired me to draw their
respective horoscopes, and to give him my opinion as to their chances
of life. Upon calenlation I found that at the birth of R. the sun was
in the eastern angle, the planet Saturn being elevated above the great
luminary, and in close proximity ; the evil Mars was also in the
ascendant. Themoon was in the western angle, at the full (being only
four degrees separated from the opposition), separating from the oppo-
sition of Saturn and hastening to that of Mars, while, at the same time,
she was applying to the conjunction with Uranus. Moreover, the moon,
the sun, Satarn, Uranus, and Mars, were all in close parallel delineation
to each otlier. The sun having nearly the sesquiquadrate (135 deg.
distance in longitude) of Jupiter, and the moon applying to the
sextile of the greater fortune, were the only fortunate rays in
the loroscope. Hence I declared my belief that although life
might be spared to her for a few years the child would not sur-
vive childhood. At the boy’s birth the configurations of the lumi-
naries were very similar, but neither of them was angular, and the
ascendant was free from affliction; consequently, I expressed my
opinion that the boy was much more likely to attain matarity than the
girl. About a year afterwards the doctor twitted me, in a jocular
manner, with having been mistaken, for, said he, “ Mrs. R.’s daughter
is much stronger than Mrs. W.’s son, and the latter has had delicate
health, while the former enjoyed the best of health.” However, it is
sad to have to relate, although in a scientific sense it is an interesting
fact, that in January, 1872, the little girl was attacked with measles,
and, as she was recovering from that disease, erysipelas, and subse-
quently liydrocephalus also, supervened, and she died at the age of two
years and one month. The boy, after suffering more than ons attack of
bronchitis, grew into a tall, well-developed child, and still lives. The
doctor was greatly struck with the fulfilment of my prediction, and
stated to me that after such an experience he could not doubt that there
was a very great deal of truth in astrology, and that, instead of ridi-
culing, the scientific world ought to investigate it. The student who
takes the trouble to cast those horoscopes, and compares them with the
rule T have quoted from Ptolemy, cannot fail to see that they are not
mere coincidences. They are selected out of a great number that I
possess, and consideration for your space, sir, alone prevents me from
supplementing them by others which contain a like amount of proof of
the truth of Ptolemy’s rule.

To the physician a good knowledge of the science would be of incal-
culable benefit. There canbe no doubt that the prognosis of disease
would be universally advanced by it. Hippocrates, who paid great
attention to astrology and prognosties, is reverenced to this day for his
high attainments, nevertheless, the medical gentlemen of the present
century neglect his teachings when they touch upon that tabooed science
(astrology) ; and, consequently, the science of prognosis has made but,
comparatively, little progress.

In the first volume of the Life of H.R.H, the late Prince Consort, the
time of the Prince’s birth is given, viz., 6h, a.m. of 26th August, 1819,
at Rosenau. On casting the figure of the heavens for that moment, and
for the latitude of the place of birth, 50° 18 'N., the planet Mercary will
be found in the ascendant, and in the 22nd deg. of the sign Virgo, If
we turn to Vol. I., page 18, of Zadkiel's Handbook of Astrology, we
ghall find the following deseription of a person born with Mercury well
dignified (as he is when in Virgo, which ig his exaltation and house),
and it corresponds very closely to the Prince Consort’s well-known
character : —¢ If Mercury be well dignified at the time of birth, the
person will inherit a strong, subtle imagination and retentive memory,
likely to become an excellent orator and logician, arguing with much
elogquence, and with strong powers of persuasion. He is generally given
to the attainment of all kinds of learning, an encourager of the liberal
arts, of a sharp, witty, and pleasant conversation, of an unwearied
fancy, and curious in the search of all natural and occult knowledge,
with an inclination to travel or trade into foreign countries.”” The
Prince of Wales was born at L0h. 48m. a.m. of 9th November, 1841,
and at that moment of time the planet Jupiter was rising (and in sextile
aspect to Venus). His Royal Highness is the very impersonation of a
Jjovial character, and his notorious bonhomzeis in strict keeping with the
nature and influence of his ruling planet.

By means of the planisphere the planetary positions and aspects in a
nativity are demonstrable ag truly astronomical—in short, there is
nothing in common with gipsy fortune-telling to be found in astrology.
Astronomers boast of the great charm of their science, by which they
are enabled to predict eclipses, transits, &c. ; but astrologers, who base
their predictions also upon astronomical phenomena, are too often
ridiculed for their temerity; although the reason why in the former
case the predictions are held to be ¢rue science, while in the latter case,
the astrologer's predictions are stigmatised as filse seience, is not easy
to comprehend. ALFRED J. PraRcE,

London, Janunary l4th, 1878,

. WHAT I8 THE INTELLIGENCE ?
Srr,—In reply to the query put by your correspondent, Mr. C. C.
Massey, [ may state that my eldest son, who kuew the deceased Mr.
Burt, is a good writing medium ; the second, who was present with me
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at the séance, is not mediumistic ; and I am impressional. In a rather
extensive experience with mediums in Australia, the United States, and
Britain, I have readily fallen into rapport with the mediums, with whom
I have sat, and often received a large share of the attention bestowed
on the visitors, being sometimes permitted to handle the forms when
others were not. As an illustration, I may mention a special sitting
with William Eddy, New Jersey, on a Monday forenoon, when four out
of six of the forms came to me, and I was asked up to shake hands
with them in the middle of the room, some distance from the cabinet
(where, when they passed out and in, we saw the medium reclining in
trance on a chair). One of them I recognised as a relation. Only one
form came to a friend who was with ne, but he was not permitted to
approach it; then ¢ Honto,” the Indian female, came out in full Indian
costume, and said, in a strong voice, that she had to thank me for
coming to see them ; that, as T was not afraid of spirits, they were not
afraid of me ; they could come to me and I to them easily. At this
private sitting there were with me a friend from the colony, and my
youngest son, a good trance medium, There came to us,in agood light,
four men, a child, and a female. Oune of the men was at least four
inches taller than the medium, and much thinner. The next an old
man, stout, round-shouldered, dressed as my old relative used to dress,
even to the colour of his coat. Another wasa dark, thin, haggard little
man, who seemed much disappointed when I said T did not know him.
I asked for a sign to help me to do so. He placed his hand to his chest
and drew it in, as if suffering in that part. I said that still I did not
recolleet him, but added, ¢ My friend can sometimes impress me. Will
you try to do this?” He turned into the cabinet; I went to my seat.
Before taking two steps, I felt that it was one I had known, I turned
and said, “Is that Mr. McM——17"" A shower of raps was the
response ; and when we reached a settled home in this country and
resumed our family circle, he was one of the first to control, saying,
“ You know I came to you at William Eddy’s.” This gentleman died
of asthma in Glasgow while on a visit te his old home, and was an
intimate friend. But I am making my reply too prolix; so shall only
add, like your contributor ¢“'T. J.,” that these pleasing test experiences
have come to me only at intervals, and generally when least looked for,
They have served as an anchor to keep me from drifting into all
manner of doubt. J. CARsox.

London, January 14th, 1878,

Sir,—While noting sundry ideas on the above subject in your
columns, and being myself an inquirer in general as to Spiritualism, T
am led to notice the following events which occurred last evening at the
Quebec Hall, at a public member’s séance in my presence. They occurred
in the absence of any spirit control over any so sitting.

L saw, clairvoyantly, a large flower with leaves in the centre of the
table. During the presence of the flower a dark hand (the right) was
seen to traverse the table towards a sitter, and in so doing passed by my
hands, visibly to some others as well as myself. Shortly after the left
hand followed in the same direction, both staying before a person
partially under control, and remaining some time, one on his hand, the
otber suspended in the air, as it were, a few inches. Were those a
medium’s hands, or how can their appearance be clearly explained? What
did they proceed from, if not from a disembodied spirlt? Liaymax,

SLATE-WRITING.

Sir,—Our anonymous friend “T. J.” says that I am “at sea” re-
specting the modus operandi of the writing on Slade’s slates. I am so
entirely. He has ¢ not had an opportunity of witnessing this particular
phenomenon,” but is subsequently ‘disposed to think,” and ‘‘inclined
to think” various hypotheses, Of the phenomena which he has not
seen, he divides the unknown amount by ten, and assigns to ‘‘ Allie”
nine-tenths of the phenomena, and to Allie 4 « the remaining one-
tenth, Careful and repeated observation will, no doubt, lead us to
appreciate the value of this mathemetical argument.

C. CARTER BraXE.

Sir,—I never could rightly understand why Dr. Carter Blake assumes
the possible presence of a pigmy hand, to do the writing on Slade’s
slates, The letters are formed s if by a hand of ordinary size, with
the muscular centres of motion at the usual distance from the point of
the crumb of pencil. The pencil is used, for sometimes it has been
noticed to be worn by the execution of the writing, and heard to fall or
roll when the last letter is finished. Probably an invisible hand, to
which the wood of the table is as nothing, is there, and merely the tips
of its fingers are materialised sufficiently to grasp the pencil. The
Research Committee, with a medium outside a nailed box, and spirit
hands or forces doing work inside, ought to settle these points.

W. H. Harrsox,

38, Great Russell-street, London.

THE DECEIVING SPIRIT TILORY.

Sir,—“T. J.” ghows that the mother of one and the father of another
person were described as being at a seance in person ; that the sitters
were allowed to go away with these impressions, which impressions (if
“T. J.s” after account be accurate) were false. What can we infer
from such a spirit? Ilither that it cares nothing for instructing men by
giving accurate information, or that it wilfully allowed the sitters to go
away with false impressions, which, seeing it could read their minds, it
must have known to exist. In either case the spirit is careless about
truth, and, as a consequence, not worthy of credit. Yet upon the asser-
tion of such a spirit, who has proven itself untrustworthy, ¢«T.J,”
jumps to the idea that Spiritualists must be floundering in an ocean of
doubt. How pleased some minds are with doubts ! With what avidity
they pounce upon them, even though the inspirer thereof be a foolish
spirit who takes pleasure in deceiving.

This leads me to notice the curious positions some persons take up
with regard to Spiritualism, Though humanity is floundering in the
mire of error and uncertainty, spiritual and physical; though diseases
are laughing at the doctors, crime laughing at our senators, wars and
domestic strife laughing at the so-called Christian teachers ; and the
Source of Life, and the power that sustains the universe, baffling the
so-called scientific men ; yet here we are with the key in our hands of
the door to the land of certainty. Some of us have opened that door,
and caught glorious glimpses of the harmony of the universe, and the
causes of things; yet some of us are trying to prove that we have
Spiritualism without spirits, and confounding the phenomena of mes-
merism with spiritual manifestations. Why is there not more desire to
know what spirits can tells us for our elevation, and how we can
congquer the physical and mental obstructions that bar our way to the
mastery of matter? Those who have been on the other side hundreds of
years can show us these secrets, but it is useless for them to try to edu-
cate minds unprepared to receive the seed. J. CROUCHER.

18, Overston-road, Hammersmith, Dec. 24th, 1877,

Sir,—It would appear that there are a number of men of mind,
who consider the manifestations and communications spiritualistic to
proceed only from the spirits of the mediums or others in the flesh.
It may doubtless be so sometimes, but it is to be remarked that
when sought to be tested in this respect by questions, the reply is a
statement that they are departed spirits.

Many years ago a book was published, called The Iilements of
Spiritual  Phylosophy, purporting to come from advanced departed
spirits, through R. P. Ambler, as medium. As designedly proceeding
from such spirits addressed to mankind, it treats of “The Tendency
of Materialism,” * Interior Realities,” ¢ Spiritual Intercourse,” ¢ Tvil
Spirits,” and * The Destiny of Man,” and throughout appears strik-
ingly to give evidence of emanating from spirits, and purposely in-
tended for the information and good of mankind.

There are other publications given as from departed spirits, which
supply similar evidence, just as Mrs. Tappan’s discourses supply in-
ternal evidence of being given through her from the departed ones
who professedly use her. I,

Pengo,

SPIRITUALISM AMONG TIE HINDUS.

Sir,—It is evident to every well-informed man that belief in spirit
communion is not local ; nor merely is it wide-spread, but absolutely
cosmopolitan. T have met not only Singhalese and Chinese Spiritual-
ists, but hundreds of Hindu Spiritualists, gifted with the powers of
conscious mediamship. And yet Mr. W. L. D. O’Grady, of New York,
informs the readers of The Spiritualist (see issue November 23rd), that
there are no Hindu Spiritualists. These are his words —* No Hindua
is a Spiribualist.” As an offset to this assertion, T present the following
extract from a letter writben me by Peary Chand Mittra, Calcutta,
September 1Jth, 1877. T have not only been in correspondence with
this Hindu gentleman for several years, but have the pleasure of hig
personal acquaintance and friendship. These are his exact words:

% Thank God my inner vision is being more and more developed, and T am
talking with spirits as with human beings. The study of Spiritualism ig
boundless ; and the more attenuated tho soul is—the more free it is from body
and the nervous system—the more we realise the nobleness of Spiritualism,”

Some of the best medinms that it has been my good fortune to know
I met in Ceylon and India. And these were not mediums ; for, indeed,
they held converse with “the Pays and Pesahsays, having their habi-
tations in the air, the water, the fire, in rocks and trees, in the clouds,
the rain, the dew, in mines and caverns.” But they were influenced &y
—-they saw objectively—and they talked with spirits that they knew
and loved wlile in their earthly bodies.

One of the best tests of spirit identity, and one of the most correct
readings of my past life that I ever received, was through the clair-
voyant mediumship of a Zamiel woman in Southern India.

J. M. Peeeres, M.D,

London, Janunary 18th, 1878,

DR. S8LADE’S V1S1T TO VIENNA.

Smr,—Dr. Slade returned to Berlin on Friday evening. He was
having good success in Vienna, and patronised by the aristocracy.
Matters were very hopeful, when the police took it upon themselves to
interferc, by summoning him to appear before the chief of their depart-
ment. Not having his passport he was required to leave. To -avoid
further trouble, he took the train for Berlin. J. SmiMoxs.

Hotel Kronprinz, Berlin, January 14th, 1878.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

F. W. (Huddersfield) writes to correet some errors, due chiefly to his indis-
tinet writing, namely, the making of 8’s like 5%. e says :—¢« There are
soveral typographical errors in my letter on “ Finding the Right Ascension
of the Midheaven,” appearing in your Dec. 21 issue. Perhaps it will be
well to prevent perplexity to your readers to point them out? Pago 298,
line 25, for ¢13h. 52m. 83s.’ read ¢18h. 82m, 83s.’; line 26, for
‘18h., blm. 288s. read ¢13h. 8lm. 288s.’; line 29, for *Robert
Crannon ’ read ¢ Right Ascension’; line 48, for ¢ for’ read ¢ from ’ ; line 47
for ¢ for’ read ¢ from.” Footnote—for ¢X 15 read ¢ X 4.” The last correc.
tion, I am afraid, is due to a slip of my own pen.”

Many letters are kept over this week from want of spaco.

SEVERAL workers in Spiritnalism in Liondon have been kind enough to furnish
us for printing some highly complimontary notices of their own doings,
written by themselves, or sometimes writien and sent by their personal
friends. Did it ever occur to them what a trustworthy journal this would
bocome did we permit its columns to be so inspired? Oucr official reports
are written only by those accredited by the journal,
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,

Representing the English and American Literature of Spirlt-
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrvison, Spirifuulist News-
paper Branch Office, 88, Great Rnssell-street, Bloomsbury,
London, W.C.

[For purposes of mutual convenienee the above office hag been
vented on the premlses of the National Association of Spirit-
uallsts, hut the Assoclation and The Spiritualist Newspaper and
pg}?hsﬁliug business are not in any way counected with cach
other.

—

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY and MODERN
SPIRITUALISM, by Hugene Crowell, M.D., of New York.
This {s & standard work on Spiritualismby a competent observer,
who, after studying its facts for many years, has drawn from
them only such eonclusions as they warrant, and who has com-
prehensively dealt with the whole subject. In two volumes,
price 103, 6d.per volume.

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A
standard work contaiuing Interesting and  well-authenticated
facts, proving the reality of spirit comniunion. It also contains
an elaborate essay defining the author's views of the relation-
ship of Spiritualiam to the Christian Church. 7s. 6d.

FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen., An exeellent book of absorb-
ing interest, replcte with well-autlienticated narratives, deserib-
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. 6d.

REPOXRT ON SPIRITUATLISM, by tho Committee of
the Dialectical Society. This cominittee consisted of liferary,
scientific, and other vrofessional men who Investigated Spiritual-
ism for two years without engaging the services of any profes-
sional medium, after which they published the report. Original
edition, 15s. ; moderately abridged edition, 6s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT-
TALISM, by William Crogkes, F.R.8. The best work ever
gubhshed to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of
lie physical phenomena of Spiritualism, S5s.

MIRACLES AND MQODERN SPIRITUALISM, by
Alfred Russell Wallace, ¥,2.G.8, Thisbook contains a masterly
argument in reply to Hume's “ Essay on Miracles,” It also
records a large number of intcresting spiritual manifegtations,
zlmd containg some of the persoual expericnces of Mr. Wal-
ace, 63,

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE,
by Epes Sargent, A book rich in descriptions of well-anthenti
eated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given.  3s.

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey.
A brilliant wel written little essay on Spirituslism. Neatly
bound, with gilt edges. 23,

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W.
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U 8. This
book consists Of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific
aspects of Spiritualism, 3s, 6d.

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binncy, A practically useful work
for inquirers, giviug general inforniation about English profes-
sional and nou-professional medinms, also about the periodieal
and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s.

THE OTHER WORLD, by the Rev. G. F.
Lee, D.C.I. This newly-published book containy Facts
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Ap%m‘itions,
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. The author adwits the
reality of Spiritusl visitations, but considers modern Spiritual-
ism to be dinbolical. Iie, however, gives valuable facts, pre-
viously unpublished, and prints the only authoriged and com-
ilete account of the Apparition seen by oue of the ancestors of

ord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., 153,

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes
Sargent. This work, by an American anthor of acknowledged
ability, gives an account of the materialisation of Spirits” in
fnriand and America during tlie past few years in the presence
of famous mediums, and, as a rule, before educated witnesses
of more or lcss literary and scientific ability. The work also
contains remarks ou the relations of the facts to theology,
morals. and religion ; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the
materialised slpirit_Knme King, copied from a photograph of her
taken by Mr, Harvison by the aid of the magnesium light. &s,

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev.
William Mountford. The author is an _acute and vigorous
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The
Anti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine; Miracles and the Be-
seving Spirit; The Seriptures and Pneumatology ; Miracles
and ;Science: the Spirit and the Proplets Thereof; Anti-
Supernatural Misnnderstandings; the Last Ecstatic; Matter
and Spirit; the Outburst of SKIJ'Ltuallsm; Thoughts on Spiri-
tualism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signg; Miracles and
the Creative Spirit; Miracles sand Fuman Nafure; Mivagles
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit ;
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the Spirit. 12mo.,
500 pp. Cloth 10s, 6d.

ALLA‘%\T KARDECS “SPIRITS! BOOK” (Blackwell).
7s 6d.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In
tlis extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of
Geology in Ameries, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
Ly vision events connected with the early history of geological
shecimens - these semsitives thus saw the Mastodon and other
extinet animals as if living and moving before them ; they like-
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwere
surronnded.  The author also sent liis clairvoyants to examine
portiong of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the
inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The
book is iliugtrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
gensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. The substance
of a review of this hook in “The Spiritualist” was to the effect;
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would
1ot cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the relability
of clairvoyauce, which, when employed to gain information about
distaut places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac-
eurate resnlts and sometimes inaccurate results. The review
further expresses the opinivn that if ever interplanetary com-
munication should be established, it will he by means of clair-
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood
spilrihual powers in man. Three Vols. 24s.; or 8. per single
volume.

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits
through the m:diumship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some-
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of atriunpery
eharacter, buf these beautifnl poems give evidence that all spirit
utterances are not so. “The Prophecy of Vala,” published
in this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen
Poe, is hetter than any which that poet wrote during the whole
5;; %1(115 life on earth, Best edition, gilt, 10s. 6d.; eheap edition,

. Harmonial Man; or, 'flxough'ts for the Age N

POFMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through
the mediumship of Idzzie Doten. This, like the preceding work,
is & collection of heautiful peems. 7s, 6d.

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER
WHICH HELPED TITEM TO PERFORM MIGHTY WORKS.
By Allan Putnam. 63

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. .
8. Oleott. Profusely illnstrated. This book is dedicated to Mr.
YWilliam Crookes and Mr. Alfred Bussell Wallace. The suthor
is a literary gentleman of hizh standing in New York, and the
book censists of descriptions of seances at which matcrialised
gpirits appeared under test conditions, in the preseuce of the
anthor and other witnesses, Pictures of the Rddy Brothers,
their homestead, and the phenomena preseuted at thelr seances,
arc ircluded in the work. “12s. 6d.

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces
(ég musie, and 560 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John 8. Adams.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Washiington A, Danskin, 45, 6d.

POEMS BY ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a
public trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s.

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. 6d.

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspirau -
ally through the mediumship of Mrs. Maria M, King. 7s. 6d,
LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the

testimony of the departed about the world beyoud the grave. 58.
HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL-
ISM, by M. P. 23, 6.
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.8.3 containg
g}gpes(tiimentg on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Fres Will
S, 6.

STR.ANGE " VISTTORS, dictated through a OClafr-
voyant., 6s.

TOR INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem.
By Lizzle Doten. 2s.

BLECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d.

DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive
principles, 55. 6d.

FLASHES OF TJGHT FROM THE SPIRIT
WORLD. Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. 6d.

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. 6d.

RADICAT, REYMES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d.

OUR PLANET, by William Denton, 7s. 6d.

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood’s
translation.) 7s. 6d.

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles.  5s.

THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. O. Barreti.
T

s 6d.
AROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s.
STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM-
BULISM. 7s. 6d.
MES. CROWE'S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.
THE TWO WORLDS, by Brovior. 12s. 6d.

GLIMPSIES OF A BRIGHTER L.AND, Aninteresting
litile book. containing messages given by Spirits through the
Writing Mediumship of a Lady. 2s. 6d.

PSYCTOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and
Dr. Daniel H. Tuke. 25s.

APPARITIONS, by Newton Croziand, 2s. 6.

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU,
giving _information about Spiritual Phenomena among the
Amazulu and othier Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon
Callaway, M D, in three parts. 12s.

OUTLINES OI' TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
by Thomas P. Barkas,

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the
Rev. Bourchier Wrey Saville, MLA. 4s. 6d.

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson
Tuttle. 2. 6d.

THE SPIRTTUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for
the use of Spiritualists. Paper, 6d.

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCIIORALT, by Sir Walter
Scott,  6s. .

SIGNS BEFORE DEATIL A Record of Strange
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, ete. 33, 6d.

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Klammarion. 6s.

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONI; OR, AUTO-
BIOgILAPIIY OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase,
4s, 6d.

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com-
muncilcntions from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post.
s, 6.

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by
J. 0. Barrett and J. M. Peebles,

T,IFE BEYOND THE GRAVE, descriked by a Spirit
through a Writing Medium. 3s.

WOREKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,

The # Poughkeensie Seer.”
Nature's Divine Revelations . . .
The Physician, Vol L. @t. Ilarmonla .

.
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The ‘Tecacher. . 1L M . .
The Seer. 5 LLL, ,, . )
The Reformer. ,, IV, " .

The Thiuker, W V. N L
Magic Staff. An Autobiograplyoi A. J. Davis .
A Stellar Key to the Summer Land . . .
‘Arabula, or Divine Guest . . . .
Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v. Tlheology. C e
‘Augwers to Ever-resurring Questions from the People .
Children's Progressive Liycetin Mannal . .
Death and the After-Life . . .

History and Philosophy of Evil .

Harbinger of Ilealth

Events m the Life of a Seer, (Memoranda.)
Philosophy of Sé)ecia.l Providence .
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion .
Penetralia; Containing Harmonial Answers
Philosophy of Spiritual Interconrse . N
e Inner Life: or, Spiric Mysteries Explained
The Temple—on Discase of Brain and Nerves

The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings N
Tale of a Pliysician ; or, Seeds and Fruits of Crime
The Diakka and their Earthly Vietims .
Conjugal Love; Truth v. Theology . . . . .
Morning Lectures . . . . . .

111
MISCELLANEQUS BOOKS

s d.
Orfental Religlons (Jolinson) . . , . 24 0

Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book,
recommended by THE SPIRITUALIST Newspaper . [3
Keys of the Creeds . , . . . . a0

Tbe Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A book containing in
. teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism 14 0
Vr‘hstor_v of American Socialisms (Noyes) . . . .18 0
The Romantic History of Buddha (Beal) . . . .12 6
Oatena of Buddhist Seriptures (Beal) . . . L1500
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen ., 7 ¢

Travels of Fah-Uian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrins, from
China to India (400 A.D. and 18 A.D.). Trmﬁlnted‘ Irgiu
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B A, Trin. Coil., Cu. Mt

Tlhe Nurscry Tales, Traditions, and Ilistories of the Zulus,

y the Rev. Heunry Callaway, M.D. In six parts

The Lifc and Teachings of Confuclus. Trans.ated into Englislf
E-gfh PI]‘;!I%YHHM‘Y Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James

age, D.D. . . N . ‘

Myths and Myfh-makers. Old Talcs and Superstitions inter 2
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske.sl\gie.r. 10

Awag-1-Hind;or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Ofticer 5

The Life and Works of Mencius. Translated inte Englisu
from the Chinege Classies, by James Legge, D.D., LLf) 12

On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) Tox-

lanation  of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism

$ 1Vl:fiimg)s;,.'I‘.mnefe b_‘?mgamb&hsr.n, ViE:laulNPhotogra(a.}phy, Yaith
ill, Origin of Life, Angcsthesia, an ervous 1

by Robert I1. Collyer, MLD. . uug%mo.n

The Dervishes: or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P. Brown
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of ‘America
at Constantinople . s . . . .1

Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North
Germany and the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. ln
three vols. . . . . . . .18

The Koran; eommonly called the Alcoran of Mahommed,
Translated into English immediately from the originat
Arabic, by George Sale . . .

SPIRIT PEOPLE.

A saentifically accurate description of Manifestations
regently produced by Spivits, and

SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER
OBSERVERS IN LONDON.

By WILLIAM H. ITARRISON.
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price 1s.; post free Is, 1d. -
38, Great Russell Street, London, W.C.

Or of M=ussrS. COLBY AND RicH, 9, Montgomery-

Boston, vs.”’ < y-sirec,
OPINIOXS OF THE PRESS,

«Ag a dispassionate scientific man, he appears to havae
investigated the subject without pre-conceived ideas, and the
result of his éxamination nas been to identify his opinfons with
thiese of Messre. Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not-
only of the absolute reality of the phenomensa, but also of
the genuineness of the communications alleged to be
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed
question of & priors objections to Mr. Harrison's opinions we
ghall not now enter. We will only say that his descriptions of
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that
he appenrs to have exbausted every rensonable test which hig
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is
rigorously logical.”—Public Opinion.

“ At the outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any
intention of proselytising or foreing his opinion down non-
Spiritualistic throats, and it is only fair to admit that the
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument and
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of tiie most dumb-
founding nature.”—London Figaro.

« Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that
table-turning and spiritual appearsnces are worthy of more
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited.”—
Morning Advertiser.

«The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which
Mr. Harrison seemns t0 have approached the question, emi-
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful
perusal of his little boollet, we are bound to acknowledge that
the statement in his preface is fairly sustnined. He neitber
theorizes nor dogmatises, nor attemypts to make converts to
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what ho be.
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The
mode in which Mr. Harrison has discharged histask is praise-
worthy ; but what of the task itself? ‘Lo those who are un-
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so-
called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the
epirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the
gystem, the revelations contained in Spiril People will appear
startling and antecedently impogsible."—South Wales Daily
News

Limp cloth, red edges. Price 1s. 1d., post free.
W. H.HARRISON, 38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C,

NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS
Containing instructions
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,
With no Spiritualist or Professionai Medium present, may be
obtained at 7e Spiritualist Newspaper Brench Office, price
800 for 1s., post free, or 300 for 1s. Bd., post free.
These leaflots are specially suitable
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEETINGS,

And in localities where mediums and spirit circles are not
numerous,

The Spirdualist says:~—+ Contention about Spiritualism and
medinms should ba avoided, and action substituted. Thereal
strength of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts than in
clamouring about them ; the facts, therefore, should be multi-
plied by the wholesale dissemination of printed information

i A pro-
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Ylow to form eircles in the homes of private families.
portion of those who receive the information will try experi-
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in their own
hioines will as ones irrevocably recognise as impostors or dis-
reputably unsafe guides, those newspapers and individuals
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If every
Spiritualist makes it binding upon bimself to “ drop about ™ or
digtribute five hundred of the leaflets, containing instructions
how to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will be
deluged with useful information, and such a number of
mediums will spring op in private familles, as to rapidly in-
crense the knowledge of trutbs calculated to benefit in the
highest degree this materialistie, consequently irreligious age.’’

THE MAGIC STAFF, by A. J. Davis,

deseribes the enxly life of the author, and his experiences
poth as & mesmeric sensitive and fully developed seer. An
{nteresting autobiographical record differing in kind from all
the other works by the same author ; 78, 6. The Spiritualisé
Newspaper Branch Office, London.
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A HNEW ERA..

OW TO PREVENT DISEASE AND PRE-
MATURE. DEATH BY NATURAL MEANS.

LORD BEACONSFIELD justly stated the other

day that ¢ the health of the people is really the foundation
upon which all their happiness and power as a State depend.”
For the most practical mode of preventing desease and premature
death sce a large Illustrated Sheet glven with each bottle of
ENO'S FRUIT SALT. The informationis invaluable. As a
HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLIN{G, and INVIGO-
RATING BEVERAGE, or ag a gentle laxative and_touic in the
various forms of indigestioli, use ENO'S FRUIT SALT (prepared
from sound ripe fruit). It is the best preventive and eure for
Biliousness, Sick Headache, Skin Eruptions, Impure Blood,
Pimples on the Face, Giddiness, Fevers, Feverishness, Feverish
Colds, Mental Depression, Want of Appetite, Sourncss of the
gtomach, Constipation, Vomiting, Thirst, &c., and to remove the
effects of errors of eatlng and drinking.

NO’S FRUIT SALT.—*“Amongst the many
and varied medicinal discoveries of the nineteenth century
nomne, perhaps, has advanced so rapidly into public notice
as KNO'S YRUIT SALT. Comparatively unknown
some ycur ol S0 ago, this preparation, which is made
from ripe souud fruit, is now met with in every quarter
of the globe. The great merit whichis claimed for it is
that it keeps the blood pure and the system perfectly
clear, and thus takes away the groundwork of mala-
rious’ diseases so common to towns and districts which
are ill-drained. There is little donbt but that the time
will eventually come when fevers and diseases resulting
from poisoned blood will be considered as offences
against the well-being of communities at large; butsve
will, in all probability, be some while yet before it
shall have arrived at such a pitch of sanitary perfection,
Meanwhile, we cannot withhold a welcoine te any
spocific which may prove a means of preserving or restor-
ing health. The simpler the better, so long only as it is
effeciual. ENO’S FRUIT SALT has been found an
oxcellent corrective to the digestive organs, and in the
colonies, in India, and in South America, ias a largely
increasing sale. It is better by far than “nips,” and
amongst the Good Templars—a numerous community all
over the world—it 18 recogniscd not only as a refreshing
but also as a stimulating drink,”—ZLuropean Mail, Nov. I,
1877.

WHAT EVERYBODY WANTS TO
KNOW,

NO'S FRUIT SALT.—A Uentleman writes :—
“Since I have used ENO’S TRUIT SALT night and
morning, my headaches, &c., have left me, and tliis after
suffering for abhove twenty years. You should malke this
fact well known.”

FNO’S FRUIT SALT. — A Lady writes: —

Ad « Everything, medicine or food, ceased to act properly for
at least” three months before 1 commenced taking ity the
little food I corld take generally punished me or returned.
My life was one of great suffering, so that I must have
succumbed before long.”

WHAT EVERY TRAVELLING TRUNK AND HOUSEHOLD
IN TIIE WORLD OUGHT TO CONTAIN—A BOTTLE OF

ENO 'S FRUIT SALT,
AS

GENERAL LAXATIVE AND TONIC
IN THE VARIOUS FORMS OF INDIGESTION.

GUARANTEED TO BE PI}EI&ARED FROM SOUND RIPE
FRUIT.

The Fruit Salt is one of Nature’s own products. It contains all
the valuable saline constituents of Ripe Fruit in a portable,
agreeable, and simple form, and is in every respect as harmless
as the juices of fruits trom which it is obtained.

In Pimples and Blotches on the Face, Sallowness of the Skin,
and Depression of Spirits, it is most useful, for not the least of itg
recommendations 18 it resemblance to fruit in the natural way
in which it rclieves the system of effete or poisonous matter,
which, if retained, poisons ihe blood; and its advantages over
fruit is that it can be always at hand when required. Tts
preparation has been truly styled one of the trinmphs of modern
chemistry. Inhot or foreign climates it is invaluable. It allays
nervous cxcitement, and restores the nervouns system fo its
proper condition (by natural means). In the Nursery it isbeyond

praise.

ENO’S FRUIT SALT

is particularly valuable. No traveller should leave home without
a supply, for by its use the most dangerous forms of Fevars,
Blood Poisons, &c¢., are Prevented and Cured. It is, in truth, a
Family Medicine Chest in the simplest yot most potent form,
Instead of being lowering to the system, this preparation is, in
the highest degree, invigorating. Its .effec_t in relieving thirst,
giving tone to the system, and aiding digestion is most siriking,

ENO‘S FRUIT SALT (one of Nature’s own
products) keeps the blood pure, and is thus ot itself one of
e most valuable means of Xeeping the bleod free from

fevers and blood poisons, liver complaints, &e., ever
discovered. As a means of preserving and restoring
healtl), it is unequalled ; and it is, moreover, a pleasant,
retreshlng and invigorating heverage. After a patlent
and careful observation of its effects when used, I have
10 hesitation in stating that if its great value in keeping
i the body healthy were universally known, not ahquse-
hold in the land would be without it, mor a single

travelling trunk or portmanteau but would contain it—

J. 0. Exo.

ENO’S TRUIT SALT.—¢T am very much pleased
with your FRUIT SALT. 1 have fully proved its great
efficacy by its having eutirely cured me of indigestion.”—

T, Woop, Jun., Tudor-road, Canterbwry.

‘\, 7ORTHY OF NOTICE.—PALPITATION OF
THE HEART, caused by Liver Derangement and Indiges-
tion, frequently called (or mistaken for) Heart Disease:—
¢ On April 4 I purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT,
not feeling very well at the fime, and it had an effect thut
1 never anticipated when I boughtit, I hadsuffered more
or less, since the year 1841, from palpitation of the heart,
but very badly during the Jast few years. The least thing
would produce it during the day, and at night my sleep
was very much disturhed, Strange to say, after the first
dosc of FRUIT SALT, the dangerous, annoying, and
truly disagreeable symptoms of pa.lgitatlon suddenly
ceased, and have not since returned, Outof gratitude for
the benefit which I havereceived, I have recommended it
to all my friends, both in London and Yarmouth. At the
same time, I feel it a duty to state the above facts, of
which you ean make whatever use you please.—1I am,

dear sir, yeurs respectfully, “W. B, BECREDT,”

Aug. 80, 1877.—10, York-square, Commercial-road, London, E.

AUTION. — Examine each Bottle and see the
Capgule is marked “ENO'S FRUIT SALT.” Withont it
rou have been imposed on by a worthless imitation. TRADE
1A RK—Ex0's FRUIT SALT, FRUIT SALINE, OR FRUIT POWDER.
Sold by all Chemists. Price 2s. 6d. and 4s. 6d.

Agenl for Papis—PHARMACIE DE BERAL, 14, RUE DE
Sole Agenl S LA PATX, e

Just Published,
Price Seven Shillings and Sixpence, Crown 8vo, richly gilk,
THE LAZY LAYS
AND PROSE IMAGININGS,
BY - WILLIAN H, HARRISON.

An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of Poctical and Prose
Writings, Grave and Gay.

The gilt device on the cover designed by Florence Claxton and the
Author.

' CONTENTS,
Part L—Miscellaneous FPoems and Prose Writings.

1. The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the Newspaper
Editor.—3. The Song of the Iawnbroker—i. 'The Castle.—5. The
Lay of the Tat Man—6. The Doetry of Science.—7. How Hadji
Al Shacabac was Photographed. (A letter from Iladji Al Shacabac,
a gentleman who visited London on business connected with a
Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha Ben Buckram, Chief of the Col-
lege of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople.)—8, The Lay of the
Broad-Brimmed Hat.—9. 8t. Bride’s Bay.—10. -The Lay of the
Market Gardener.—11, * Tast Falls the Fventide.”—12. Onr Raven,
—13, Materialistic Religion.—13. The Lay of the Photographer.—
14. How to Double the Utility ot the Printing Press.—15. The
Song of the Mother in-Law.—16. Wirbel-bewegung.—17. *Ioor Old
Joel”—18. The Human Llive.—19. The Lay of the Mace-Bearers.—
20. A Love Song.—21. A Vision.—22. “ Under the Limnes.”—23. The
Angel of Silence.
PART 2.—Lhe Wobblejaw Ballads, by Anthony Wobbleaws.'

24. The Public Analyst.—25. General Grant’s Reception at Folke-
stone.—26. The Rifle Corps.—27. Tony’s Lament,—28. The July
Bug.—29, The Converted Carman.

QPINIOKS OF THE PRESS.
From ZThe Morning Posi.

The Morning Post, which strongly recommends the book in a
review nearly a column long, says:—* Comie literature which
honestly deserves the epithet seems to be ra}l)idly becoming a
thing of the past; consequently any writer who, like My, Harrison,
exhibits a genuine vein of humour, deserves the \Fraise of all who
are not too stupid to enjoy an innocent laugh, Not that his muse
restricts herself only to such lighter utterances ; on the contrary,
some of his poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings
of our eommon ltumanity. . . . The unfortunate Hadji’'s narrative
of his adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite
one of the funniest things that has been published for “years. ...
The hook contains quite enough to ensnre it a welcome from
whicly its tasteful agpearance will not_detract,”” The Morning
Post says of The Wobblejaw Ballads :—* No one can help laughing
at them,” and it says that the rhymes ave pitched in ¢something
like the samne key ™ as The Bon Gaultier Ballads or The Biglow
Papers, < with an appreciably successful result.”

TFrom The Cour! Jowrnal.

¢ All are of marked abtlity.... Occasionally we flnd verse of
great beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure poetic

gift.”’ )
From The Graphic.

“Those who ecan appreciate genuine, unforced humour should
not fail to read The Lazy Lays and Irose Imagmings, Written,
printed, published and reviewed by William H. Harrison (38, Great
Russcll-street), Roth the verses and the short essays are really
fnnny, and in some of the latter there is a vein of genial satire
which adds piquancy to the fun. Zhe Lay ofthe Nemﬁ)aper Liditor
is capital, if rather severe, and so is Zhe Lay of the Macebearers;
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he
went to be photographed.”

From Public Omnion,

¢ A volume of remarkably good verse. . . . Some of the metrical
legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the
meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr.
Harrison, however, knows where to plant his fun, and an accu-
rate scientific mind like hig ean make jokes with success., .. To
all who wish to read a pleasant volume magnificently got np as a
gift-book, we commend 7%he Lazy Lays.”

From The Bookselier.

“An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and
Timmorous fancies, some in versec and others in prose, and all
written with a fluent and not ungraceful pen. = The vein of
humouwr which permeates them is genuine, rich, and original, and
not at all ill-natured.”

Trom Nature.

« §clentific men and matters are in one or two cages alluded to,
and the imprint bears that the work is published ¢ A.p. 1877
(popular chronology) ; A, 5877 (Torquemada) 3 A.f. 50,800,077
(%qu]ey).’ We believe that our readers may derive a little
amuscment from a perusal of the volume.”

Trom ZThe British Journal of Pholography.

«The Lazy Lays include many admirable pieces, some of whieh
are in verse and others in prose, some scientific, others soeial, but
all of them excellent. . .. The Lazy Lays will make excellent and
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour, . .. They con-
taln nothing unrefined or in bad taste.””

Trom Zhe Dublin University Magarine,

«How Iladjl Al Shacabac, an amiable Purk, was photographed,
is well done. . . . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design.”

Trom Zhe Photographic News.

< r, W. 1. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar in
connection with plhotographic and other scientifi literature, has
considerable facilri)ty of versification, am} deals, in pleasant and
humorous mood, with many scientific tollics which are better
laughed down than gravely disputed.”

From The Scolsman.

«In Mr. W. H. Iarvison’s Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings
there i a good deal of broad humour and satiric power, with a due
foundation of solid sense.”

From The Bradford Daily Chronicle,

« Good poetical diction is displayed, Mr.Harrison has produced
a most welcome book...¢Ifow lladji al Shacabac was Photo-~
graphed,’ will be sure to make every reader roar with laughter.”

From The Dundee Daily Advertiser,
< With such a frec and easy author it is naturally to be expected
that his subjects shiould bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn-
crasy, and indced they are as free and easy as himself. . . . The
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing.
...The work is very elaborately bound in clotll and gilt.... A
gergeons design upon the cover. ... If our readers wish to en-
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very
clever and versatile member of the order.”
From The Lwerpsol Daily Courier,
¢ In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr,
William I. Ilarrison provides a gitt-hook elegant in its appear-
ance and entertaining in its contents. . .. The author is imbued
with the true spirit of humour, and amases all while offending

none. Trom The Western Datily Press (Bristol),

“ A volume from the versatile pen of Mr. W. H, Harrison, a
well-known contributor to the London and provincial press, and
editor of Zhe Spiritualsi....Many of the humorous poems re-
mind us of the Ingoldsby Legends. 1he Loy of the Photographer
The Lay of the Macebearers, and some of f('h;e Wobblejaw Ballads
would not have been unworthy of Barham himself. Some of the
shorter poems are exquisite, and there pervade the wholc a reli-
gious sentiment and poetic fecling which will make them accept-
able to most readers.”

From the dally Northern Whig (Belfagt).

«The finest thing in the book is ¢ How Hadjl Al Shacabac was
Photographed.” It is an admirable addition to our not too ex-
tensive comic literature. The story is one of which extracts
would not give an adequate idea; it is intensely humorous... .
‘Those who wish to obtain a handsome gitt-book of an amusing
nature, will find what they waus in Zhe Lazy Lays.”

From The Bristol Daily Posl.

*A curjons collection of verses and prose essays of unequal
merit. , . . The serious and_sentimental verses belong to the type
of M1s, Hemans's or L, E. L.’s productions.”

From The Kensinglon News,

It is ¢ after the manner of 13arham, Hood, Mark Twain, or any
of those merry souls who do quite as mueh good in their day and
generation as the authors of the most serious works. 7The Lays
are always original, sometimes scrious, gencrally comie, but

never volgar,”
Yrom The Malvern News.

“It ig in itself a work of itself—original, and a cast of its
author's mind. Itisa work of great power and beauty ; full of
lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in
tenderness and pathos ; sparkling with wit and humour ; and one
that may be read many times over. .. The get-up of the hook is

very handsome.”
From Zhe Folkestone News.

‘A yumber of clever sketches and i)oems, among the latter
being a series of papers cntitled The Wobblgjaw Ballads, which
appearcd in the columms of this paper a short time ago,
and which created such a furore "at the time.” [N.B, An
irate memoer 3]‘ the Lown Council officially calied the atieniion of
the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone to the burlesques in the
¢ Wobbtejaw BHallads,” but the members assembled laughed at the
matter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that he
did not mind them.] ... “It contains some very choice poems
and prose essays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an original
design of no ordinary merit on the cover.”

Obtainable, price 7s. 6d., post free, at the Publishing Office, of
W. II. HARRISON, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.
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