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9 p.m. Newspapers and periodicals relating to Spiritualism
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A Pamphlet With full particulars, may be had on application,

FRANCIS RAYDNSCROFT, Manager.

This Society was established in February, 1875, for the pro
motion of psychological science in all its branches. Its object
is the investigation of the forces, organic and intelligent, that
move and direct the material monh an ism of man.

THE FOURTH SESSION
Will commence on Thursday, 1st November, 1877, at 8.30 p.m.,
when the President will deliver bis usual Opening Address.
All particulars maybe obtained on application to
FRANCIS K. MUNTON, Honorary Secretary,
Willesden, N.W,

DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS
INTO SPIRITUALISM.
ESTABLISHED 1870.

In alliance with the British National Association of Spiritualists.
President.

HENRY D. JENCKEN, ESQ., M.R.I
{Barrister-at-Law, Member of Council and Honorary Secretary
of the Association, for the Reform and Codification of
tlte Law of Nations.)
Vice-President.

MRS. AMELIA

CORNER.

Council.

Mr. Thomas Blyton,
Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen,
Mr. Alfred E. Lovell,
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______
__________
Mr. John
Rouse,t
Mr. Thomas Wilks.
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Rooms—53, Sigdon Road, Dalston Lane, Dalston,
London, E,

(Close to Hackney Downs Station, Great Eastern Railway,
and five minutes’ walk of Hackney Station, North London
Railway.
The objects of this Association are to collect well-authenticated
tacts affecting Spiritualism ; to offer facilities to investigators; and,
by various means, to induce inquiry Into Spiritualism.
Ordinary experimental seances are held weekly, on Thursday
evenings, at 7.45 p.m. The last Thursday evening in each month is
devoted to special seances with professional media, lectures, discus
sions, reading of papers, or narration of experiences of investigators.
In addition to the weekly meetings and seances. Members of tlie
Association have'the privilege of attending the public seances of
several well-known professional mediums on payment of reduced
fees, particulars of which can be ascertained on application to the
Honorary Secretary • and, also, of utilising the well-stocked Library,
comprising numerous standard works on Spiritualism and kindred
subjects. All the English Spiritualist newspapers and magazines aro
regularly supmied to the rooms for the perusal of Members.
Copies of the prospectus, rules and regulations, directions “ for
ormation of circles and conduct of seance's,” and library catalogue,
with any further information, can be obtained on application to the
honorary secretary.
Subscription for Ordinary Membership .•—Annual, 10s.; halfyearly, 5s.; quarterly 3s, All subscriptions payablein advance.
The quarterly payments are due on the last day in the months
of March, June, September, and December respectively.
Life Membership:—Porsons approving of the purposes of
the Association, and desirous of aiding the same, can become
life members on payment of a minimum donation of £2 2s.
Just published, price 7s. 6d.
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being a narrative of phenomena connected with the
production of England and Islam, by Edward Maitland.

_________________ Tinsley Brothers, Publishers._______________
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SERIOUS LETTERS TO SERIOUS FRIENDS.
Price 7s. 6d.

OLD TRUTHS IN A NEW LIGHT,
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The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C.
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THE “MODEL” PRINTING- PRESS
As exhibited at the Caxton celebration), is a self-inking one
andean easily ba worked by a child of ten. Ils work will
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TO PRINT,” containing an abridged history of the art of
printing, instruction in printing, general catalogue of printing
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PEARS’ TRANSPARENT SOAP
Is an article of the nicest and most careful manufacture, and,
one of the most refreshing and agreeable of balms to the skin. ’
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The Spiriter-Forseher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary, M. Anton
Prochaszka, Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gassc, 23,
Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Dalston Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism. Hon. Secre
tary, T.Blyton, Esq., 53, Ligdon-road, Dalston-lane,
Dalston, London, E.
Cardiff Spiritual Society. Hon. Sec., Mr. A. J. Smart, 8, Guild
ford-street, Cardiff.
Sociedad Espiritista Espanola
*
Cervantes 34, 28, Madrid. Presi
dent—El Visconde de Torres-Solanot.
Socicdad'Espirita Central de la Republica Mexicana. President—
Senor Refugio T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Amedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. Presi
dent, Senor Manuel Jose Angarita.

THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS.
38, GSEA.T BUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON.
This organisation, comprising several hundred members,
has public offices, a reading-room and library, with a secretary
in attendance to receive visitors and answer inquiries. Seances
can be attended by recommendation from a member. Terms,
for use of library and reading-room, one guinea per annum.
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MR., J. W. FLETCHER,
MEDIUM

TEST

AND

CLAIRVOYANT,

2, VERNON PLACE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE.
Hours—Twelve till Five.

MR. C. E. WILLIAMS,
61, ’ LAMB’S

CONDUIT

STREET,

W.C.

On Monday, Thursday and

At home daily from 12 till 5.

Saturday evenings from 8 o’clock for reception of friends.
Address as above.

J.

R.

J.

MORSE,

INSPIRATIONAL

TRANCE SPEAKER, is prepared to receive calls as
usual, to lecture in London or the provinces. All Letters
to be addressed to him at Warwick Cottage, Old Ford-road,
Bow, London, E.

DLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps.

M
W.
E

At homo from 12 to 5 o’clock.
Paris.

173, Rue St Honord,

WALLIS, Trance Medium, desires

• engagements to deliver public or private addresses, in
London or the provinces. Address, 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile
End, London, E._____________________

/CURATIVE

MESMERISM. — PROFESSOR

ADOLPHE DIDIER,
established) attends patients
residence from 2 till 5.—10,
Kensington. His pamphlet
free.

Consulting Mesmerist (32 years
and may be consulted daily at his
Berkeley-gardens, Campden-hill,
on Curative Mesmerism, Is, post

J. COLVILLE, Inspirational Medium,

W

• delivers Orations and Poems in London or the
Provinces (on subjects chosen by the audience, if desired)
For all particulars address him at 15, Southampton-row,
London, W.C.

nV/TESMERISM,

Clairvoyance,

Galvanism,

J-VJL and Hygienic Medicine. My natural system of
treating disease gives hope of speedy cure when all othors
fail. The true secrets of Healing and Mesmerism taught
Invaluable information for Spiritualists. Three stamps for
pamphlet, &c. Professor Lionel Phelps, 34, King-street,
Huddersfield.
will be published as soon as Mrs. Weldon has obtained
500 subscribers at 5s.; to non-subscribers, 7s. Gd. Illustrated
by Richard Doyle, G. Du Maurier, Holman Hunt, Thomas
Woolnor, Van Der Heyde, R. S. Moseley, Bondi, Lennox
_______ 71, Pocock-street, Blackfriars-road, London.
Browne, Samuel Carter, W. Boucher, Faustin, Earl of Essex,
the Lord Ronald Gower, and others. A portrait of Mrs. Weldon
by J. R. Parsons; thirty original tunes, in all the different key3,
East-road, City-road, Magnetic Healer, open to en
(The words of several of them are also original.) Two aro by
gagements to start seances and to deveiope mediums.
Oh. Gounod, also a hymn at the beginning of the book.
Address—Mrs. Weldon, Tavistock House, Tavistock-square,
London.
racter and information on development consult (if by
letter enclose photo aud 10s. Gd. as fee) Mr. J. Skipsey, AshJust published, 2s. paper covers; 3s. cloth.
ington Colliery, near Morpeth, Northumberland.

RANNIE’S NURSERY RHYME ROOK

G

ISS MANCELL, Spiritual Clairvoyant,

MR. J. HAWKINS, II, Mount Pleasant,
M
SYCIIOMETRY.—For delineation of chaP

IFE BEYOND THE GRAVE: described

eaven
L
H
HERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, SPIRITW
by a Spirit through a Writing Medium.
E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C.
uaiism
EXPLAINED.
Third Edition. Price 3s.

London.-—Siucpkin,

ORKS

W

BY

By Fredk. A. Binnoy,

marshall

EDWARD

& Go.

MAITLAND.

opened;

or,

messages

FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES
IN GLORY. Given through the mediumship of F. J. Theo
bald. Part 1, price Gd.,paper cover, “Heaven Opened,” being
more advanced spirit messages. Part 2, price Gd., paper
cover, “ HeavenOpened.” The two parts bound in one volume,
Oloth is. The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.

M

R. J. COATES, the mesmerist, is about to

Tales of the Intuitions, in one volume each, uniform,
visit Ireland, calling at Belfast, Dublin, Cork, and
price 7s. Gd. I. The Pilgrim and the Shrine. II. Higher Law: a
intermediate places en route. He will undertake the treatromance.
III. By-and-By: an historical romance of the
mont of patients directly or under medical supervision; also
future. Tinsley Brothers, Publishers.—IV. Price 2s. Gd.,
give sittings for the development of clairvoyance. Persons
Jewish Literature and Modern Education; or, the Use and
desiring a visit will please write him at his address, 12, Lime
Misuse of the Bible in the Schoolroom. V. The Keys of the
street, Liverpool.______________________________________
Creeds, 5s. Trubner & Co.—VI. Price 12s., England and
BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRIT
Islam; or, the Counsel of Calaphas. A book for the times,
present and to come. Tinsley Brothers._____________________
UALISTS.

Price 7s. 6d., cloth.

lyrUSICAL BOX.—A fine Musical Box,

LvA eight-aired, and in good condition, to be RAFFLED
FOR. Thirty-two shares at half-a-crown each. A few shares
LIZZIE DOTEN. Tenth edition. This volume opens
still to be disposed of. Application to be made at once to the
with the wonderful experiences of the author, who is pecuSecretary,

38, Great Russell Street, London, W.C.
liarly gifted as a trance medium and public speaker, Her
platform labours have for a long time been unceasing, and the
AAATLP PRINTED LEAFLETS
deep religious and spiritual tone of her discourses have ex
Containing instructions
tended her influence far beyond the limit of her voice, through
the instrumentality of the press. This volume contains the
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME,
gems of the inspirational utterances, given chiefly before
With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium present, may be
public audiences, undor direct spirit influence. Several of
obtained at The Spiritualist Newspapor Brauch Office, price
them are attributed to the spirit of Edgar A. Poe. They have
the rhythmic beauty, grandeur, and imagery of his produc
300 for Is., postfree, or SOOybr Is. GcZ., post free.
tions in earth-life. The Biographical Introduction gives a
These leaflets are specially suitable
succinct account of the means by which these poems are given

OEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE. By

P

FOR

to the world. The peculiar influence which each spirit exer
cised over the medium is stated, and the unmistakable cer
tainty and significance of this higher phase of spiritual com
munion ispourtrayed. The book is a valuable addition to the
evidences in favour of spirit intercourse and of its ennobling
tendencies.—Boston, U.S : COLBY AND Rich. London Spirit
ualist Office.
______

DISTRIBUTION

AT

PUBLIC

MEETINGS,

And in localities where mediums and spirit circles are uot
numerous.
The Spiritualist says:—“ Contention about Spiritualism and
mediums should be avoided, and action substituted. The roal
strength of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts than in
clamouring about them ; the facts, therefore, should be multi
plied by the wholesale dissemination of printed information
how to form circles in the homes of private families. A pro
the Mediumship of Lizzie Doten. A companion book to
portion of those who receive the information will try experi
Poems of the Inner Life; 7s, 6d, Spiritualist Newspaper
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in tlieir own
Branch Office, London._________________________ _ ______________
homes will at once irrevocably recognise as impostors or dis
reputably unsafe guides, those newspapers and individuals
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If every
Spiritualist makes it binding upon himself to “ drop about ” or
distribute flve hundred of the leaflets, containing instructions
By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D.
how
to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will bo
One of the best books published in connection with Modern
deluged with useful information, and such a number of
Spiritualism for many years, and a standard work on the
mediumswill
spring up in private families, as to rapidly in
Eubject The author has studied the facts and phenomena for
crease the knowledge of truths calculated, to benefit in the
a lengthened period, and deals in an intelligent manner with
highest
degree
this materialistic, consequently irreligious age.”
the problems and difficulties presented.

OEMS OF PROGRESS, given through

P

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM.

In two vols, price 10s. Gd. each • postage 8d. per volume.
London: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.

qpHE MAGIC STAFF, by A. J. Davis,

JL describes the early life of the author, and his experiences
both as a mesmeric sensitive and fully developed seer. An
interesting autobiographical record differing in kind from all
tho other works by the same author ; 7s. 6d. The Spiritualist
Newspaper Branch Office, London.

HE FOOD THAT WE LIVE ON.

T

In

structive, astonishing, true. A POEM of flve hundred
lines. Composed and designed by Sir Charles Isham, Bart.
Including some Vegetarian Society fly-sheets. Price Is. Sold
for the benefit of the society, and obtainable at the Spiritualist
Newspaper Branch Office.

LANCHETTE, OR TIIE DESPAIR OF

P

SCIENCE, by EPES SARGENT. This book, by an author
of considerable ability, gives a bird’s-eye view of Modern Spirit
ualism in its Phenomenal, Histosical, aud Religious aspects.
logiques, fondfe par Allan Kardcc, appears on tho 1st
It is one of the best works ever published to give general in
of every month. Price, 1 franc. Published by the Socidtd
formation on all branches of the subject; 5s, Spiritualist
Anonyme, 7, Rue do Lille, Paris, Post-Offico orders payable

EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’etudes psycho-

R

to M, Leymario,

Newspaper Brunch Office, London-

% Jltppq aif

JL

Volume Eleven.

LONDON,

FRIDAY,

WHAT IS A TRUSTWORTHY MEDIUM?

Sometimes the expression is used even by those who know
much about Spiritualism and its phenomena—“ We should
be very careful, in the first instance, that we are dealing with
a trustworthy medium.” But it is now admitted that mediums
are mesmeric sensitives, more or less “under influence”
at seances, and that some of the trance and clairvoyant phe
nomena of Spiritualism, can be produced by the operation of
the will-power of a human being still clothed in the fleshly

robes of mortality.
If, then, mediums at seances are more or less in that
state in which the sensitives of a mesmeric operator can be
made to firmly believe that Professor Lankester or Professor
Maskelyne is their grandmother, and if they are not good
sensitives unless extremely pliant to such impressions, what
is the meaning of demanding a trustworthy medium ? Is it
not virtually asking that the individuality of the medium
shall preponderate over that of the spirits during the progress
of the manifestations ?
Take an illustration. An inquirer tells his friends that
A. B. is a splendid medium, for his (the sitter’s) departed
brother communicated through him, and gave matter-of-fact
evidence proving his identity beyond question. Another in
vestigator, however, tells how some most malicious untruths,
coupled with advice calculated to ruin him if followed, was
given to him by an alleged spirit through the mouth of the
same medium. The truth, however, is that the brother of the
first inquirer was a man noted for all kinds of untruth and
iniquity; he was a landlord, perhaps, who under the en
couragement and support of Acts of Parliament, robbed his
tenants of the proceeds of their improvements of the land by
giving them short notice to quit or to pay increased rent—a
mode of swindling so common in this country that almost
everybody can point to a practical example. The second in
quirer gets a message from the shady character already in
possession of the medium, yet gives his testimony against the
sensitive, simply because he proved pliant to spirit-power.
Does anybody ever think of demanding that the youths on
a mesmerist’s platform shall be thoroughly trustworthy,
while they cannot help performing any absurdities the per
former chooses to name ?
This problem should be fairly faced, and other problems
for consideration arise out of it. But it is illogical to de
mand in one breath that an individual shall be pliant to
mesmeric influences, and at the same time shall not be pliant.
Both Spiritualists and mediums suffer when false theories
are acted upon, so the solution of this problem would be of
value to all.
_ __ ___ _____ __
Sir Charles Isham, Bart., of Lamport Hall, Northampton, is
■writing another pamphlet on Vegetarianism, illustrated by himself.
Those interested in the subject should put themselves in communication
with them.
_
_ _
_
Mr. Blackburn, speaking of some published objections to his
utterances about Miss Wood, says:—“ I am no enemy to her or others,
unless they knowingly lend themselves to evil controls, so as to make
money; for they should know and try the spirits beforehand ; and,
if evil, get others. Our few seances here are not extraordinary, except
to those who have not seen manifestations before, and who have long
railed at my folly; but they now go to others stating their wonder.”
Healing Mediumship.—“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He hath sent
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind; to set at liberty them that are
bruised.” If this was the mission of Jesus, can His ministers have a
nobler one? Why is it that the modern successors of the seventy
ministers ordained by Him ignore these gifts and these duties ? The
gifts of healing, and of casting out unclean spirits, are most profitable as
means of propagating the gospel of truth, which is the gospel of Jesus,
as His works and those of the apostles attr^s^t.; but the clergy of the
present day not only neglect these gifts themselves, but they denounce
them when exercised by others. Are they not here amenable to the
charge that “ They profess that they know Crod, but in works they deny
Him” ?— Crowell,
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DR. SLADE IN DENMARK.
Mb. J. Simmons writes to us from Fuglsang, Denmark,

Oct. 12th, 1877.
We arrived here on the night of the 4th, and are the guests
of Mr. Neergaard, who is very much interested in Spiritualism.
He is examining the subject very closely. Since we have
been here he has had from one ' to three sittings a day, and
has invited quite a number of his friends, some from Copen
hagen, men of science, also two clergymen who live in this
vicinity. Mr. Neergaard takes The Spiritualist regularly.
We hope to leave here in the early part of next week, either
for Copenhagen or Berlin—I think the latter place. M.
Aksakof writes that he would like ns to be in St. Petersburg
about Nov. 15th. Last evening, while Mr. Neergaard was
having a sitting, the keys of the' piano were struck a number
of times: the piano was nearly ten feet from the table at
which the sitting was taking place.
A FALSE COMMUNICATION.
Probably no public medium in New England is more generally re
spected and considered to be above trickiness by Spiritualists, than
J. Fraak Baxtee. Therr lias not been, a ww^isp^ee oo a su^spicious circum
stance to weaken the universal cukfidrkce in hcp honesty. Mr. Baxter
is not one who advertises to give private scetcngs to individuals,
although he has frequently done so. His forte is to lecture, and
eitera in the midst of it or at the close, names, dates, and circumptakcep are akkuukced puaeuaecog to be connected with some prrsuop
who “ have passed through the change called death.” Whether the
audience was large or small, these “ tests ” were invariably recognised
to the aggregate, it is said, of many thousands.
Last week, Sprmgfirld’s papers ankuukcrd the fact that a wellknown public character, a negro, whose death had been falsely
chronicled in 1875, and never denied, but who is yet living, came
“ ellrruu^li ” Mr. Baxter, at the Spcritualctes’ camp mrrtikg, Lake
Pleasant, Montague, engendering a dispute in the audience as to
whether he was dead or alive. A telegraphic inquiry rlccceed the
response that he had not passed through the hands of an undertaker.
The sceptic would naturally say, as has often been said, though never,
as in the present instance, with a show of proof, that Mr. Baxter ob
tained this ckformaecon from the newspapers ; and were there not other
evidence in favour of his mediumship, the more impartial Secaieualcses
might lean to this opinion. That he has given, however, names, dates,
and facts that never could have been gleaned in this manner, many
can testify, and no doubt can exist that he is a trustworthy medium;
consequmtly he is entitled to a hearing, and the philosophy of the
makcfestaeiuks must be examined, to ascertain if any reasonable ex
planation of ehip circumstance can be offered. On the morning of the
day that the “ teeS ” was given, when Mr. Baxter came on eelr plat
form, he did say, “ Attica, my guide, has warned me to be careful to
day, but I don't know what she means.” This, in itself, is quite re
markable, for he is not in the habit of making similar remarks.
“ Attica,” since the uccurrekce, explained that Mr. Baxter had been
overworked, and was therefore negative to any influence; she saw
danger terratekikg, but did not know in what shape it might appear ;
she gave him warning ; “ the singing of a comic negro song attracted
mischcevuup spirits, one of whom made the cummukccsecon teae
caused the trouble.” The explanation is consistent with the prcociplep
of the .secrceual philosophy ; and the views of the sceptic are also
reasonable, except when the character of the man is taken cneu cooscderatiok. So, too, io the light of the teachings of Spcaceualism, the
result is what might be pustiblr at a gathering like that at Lake
Pleasant the present year. Every other test almost holds a public
medium, as the signs indicate at least fifty or seventy-five; while some
of them are genuine, and ladies and gentlemen as well, there are also
io the camp many exposed frauds and doubtful characters. If Spirit
ualists do not observe the teachings of their own philosophy, aod guard
their mediums from all unfavourable conditions, and if mediums can
not learo the lesson constantly being taught them that they cannot
ester every influence without being affected, it must sot be a matter of
surprise that the critical observers detect that which will bear other
aod as reatooable cneerprrtaeioos adverse to Spiritualism as any that
cao be advanced to defend it.—Boston Sunday Herald, Aug. 26i/t.
At the future, soirees of the National Association of Spcrceualctes, a
small portion of the time will be devoted to public speaking oo matters
of ckterrst cukorcted with Secactualism, but not sufficient time will be
so uccupced to destroy the social character of the gatherings.
■
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HARRIET MARTINEAU’S SENSATIONS UNDER THE
MESMERIC INFLUENCE.
The following particulars are extracted from a scarce book,
long out of print, Harriet Martineau’s Letters on Mesmerism ;
Moxon: London, 1845:—
On Saturday, June 22nd, Mr. Spencer Hall and my
medical friend came as arranged, at my worst hour of the
day, between the expiration of one opiate and the taking of
another. By an accident, the gentlemen were rather in a
hurry—a circumstance unfavourable to a first experiment.
But result enough was obtained to encourage a further trial,
though it was of a nature entirely unanticipated by me. I
had no other idea than that I should either drop asleep or
feel nothing. I did not drop asleep, and I did feel some
thing very strange. Various passes were tried by Mr. Hall ;
the first that appeared effectual, and the most so for some
time after, were passes over the head, made from behind—■
passes from the forehead to the back of the head, and a little
way down the spine. A very short time after these were
tried, and twenty minutes from the beginning of the seance,
I became sensible of an extraordinary appearance, most
unexpected, and wholly unlike anything I had ever conceived
of. Something seemed to diffuse itself through the atmo
sphere—not like smoke, nor steam, nor haze—but most like
a clear twilight, closing in from the windows and down from
the ceiling, and in which one object after another melted
away, till scarcely anything was left visible before my wideopen eyes. First, the outlines of all objects were blurred ;
then a bust, standing on a pedestal in a strong light, melted
quite away ; then the opposite bust; then the table with its
gay cover; then the floor and the ceiling, till one small
picture, high up on the opposite wall, only remained visible
•—like a patch of phosphoric light. I feared to move my
eyes, lest the singular appearance should vanish; and I cried
out, “0! deepen it! deepen it!” supposing this the precursor
of the sleep. It could not be deepened, however ; and when I
glanced aside from the luminous point, I found that I need
not fear the return of objects to their ordinary appearance
while the passes were continued. The busts reappeared,
ghost-like, in the dim atmosphere, like faint shadows,
except that their outlines, and the parts in the highest relief,
burned with the same phosphoric light. The features of
one, an Isis with bent head, seemed to be illumined by a fire
on the floor, though this bust has its back to the windows.
Wherever I glanced, all outlines were dressed in this beau
tiful light; and so they have been, at every seance, without
exception, to this day; though the appearance has rather
given way to drowsiness since I left off opiates entirely.
This appearance continued during the remaining twenty
minutes before the gentlemen were obliged to leave me.
The other effects produced were, first, heat, oppression and
sickness, and, for a few hours after, disordered stomach ;
followed, in the course of the evening, by a feeling of
lightness and relief, in which I thought I could hardly be
mistaken.
On occasions of a perfectly new experience, however,
scepticism and self-distrust are very strong. I was aware
of this beforehand, and also, of course, of the common
sneer—that mesmeric effects are “ all imagination.” When
the singular appearances presented themselves, I thought to
myself, “Now, shall I ever believe that this was all fancy ?
When it is gone, and when people laugh, shall I ever doubt
having seen what is now as distinct to my waking eyes as
the rolling waves of yonder sea, or the faces round my
sofa ? ” I did a little doubt it in the course of the evening :
I had some misgivings even so soon as that; and yet more
the next morning, when it appeared like a dream.
Great was the comfort, therefore, of recognising the ap
pearances on the second afternoon. “ Now,” thought I,
“ can I again doubt? ” I did, more faintly ; but, before a
week was over, I was certain of the fidelity of my own
senses in regard to this, and more.
There was no other agreeable experience on this second
afternoon. Mr. Hall was exhausted and unwell, from having
mesmerised many patients ; and I was more oppressed and
disordered than on the preceding day, and the disorder con
tinued for a longer time; but again, towards night, I felt
refreshed and relieved. How much of my ease was to be
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attributed to mesmerism, and how much to my accustomed
opiate, there was no saying, in the then uncertain state of
my mind.
The next day, however, left no doubt. Mr. Hall was pre
vented by illness from coming over, too late to let me know.
Unwilling to take my opiate while in expectation of his
arrival, and too wretched to do without some resource, I
rang for my maid, and asked whether she had any objection
to attempt what she saw Mr. Hall do the day before. With
the greatest alacrity she complied. Within one minute the
twilight and phosphoric lights appeared; and in two or
three more, a delicious sensation of ease spread through me
—a cool comfort, before which all pain and distress gave
way, oosing out, as it were, at the soles of my feet. During
that hour, and almost the whole evening, I could no more
help exclaiming with pleasure than a person in torture cry
ing out with pain. I became hungiy, and ate with relish for
the first time for five years. There was no heat, oppression,
or sickness during the seance, nor any disorder afterwards.
During the whole evening, instead of the lazy, hot ease of
opiates, under which pain is felt to lie in wait, I experienced
something of the indescribable sensation of health, which I
had quite lost and forgotten. I walked about my rooms,
and was gay and talkative. Something of this relief re
mained till the next morning; and then there was no
reaction. I was no worse than usual; and perhaps rather
better.
Nothing is to me more unquestionable and more striking
about this influence than the absence of all reaction. Its
highest exhilaration is followed, not by depression or ex
haustion, but by a further renovation. From the first hour
to the present, I have never fallen back a single step.
Every point gained has been steadily held. Improved
composure of nerve and spirits has followed upon every
mesmeric exhilaration. I have been spared all the weak
nesses of convalescence, and carried through all the usually
formidable enterprises of return from deep disease to health
with a steadiness and tranquillity astonishing to all witnesses.
At this time, before venturing to speak of my health as
established, I believe myself more firm in nerve, more calm
and steady in mind and spirits than at any time of my life
before. So much, in consideration of the natural and com
mon fear of the mesmeric influence as pernicious excitement
—as a kind of intoxication.
When Mr. Hall saw how congenial was the influence of
this new mesmerist, he advised our going on by ourselves,
which we did till the 6th of September. I owe much to Mr.
Hall for his disinterested zeal and kindness. He did for me
all he could; and it was much to make a beginning, and put
us in the way of proceeding.
I next procured, for guidance, Deleuze’s Instruction
Pratique sur le Magnetisme Animal. Out of this I directed
my maid; and for some weeks we went on pretty well.
Finding my appetite and digestion sufficiently improved, I
left off tonics, and also the medicine which I had taken for
two years and four months, in obedience to my doctor’s hope
of affecting the disease—though the eminent physician who
saw me before that time declared that he had “tried it in an
infinite number of such cases, and never knew it avail.” I
never felt the want of these medicines, nor of others which
I afterwards discontinued. From the first week in August
I took no medicines but opiates, and these I was gradually
reducing. These particulars are mentioned to show how
early in the experiment mesmerism became my sole reliance.
On four days, scattered through six weeks, our seance
was prevented by visitors.or other accidents. On these four
days, the old distress and pain recurred; but never on the
days when I was mesmerised.
From the middle of August (after I had discontinued all
medicines but opiates), the departure of the worst pains and
oppressions of my disease made me suspect that the com
plaint itself—the incurable, hopeless disease of so many
years—was reached ; and now I first began to glance towards
the thought of recovery. In two or three weeks more, it
became certain that I was not deceived, and the radical
amendment has since gone on without intermission.
Another thing, however, was also becoming clear ; that
more aid was necessary. My maid did for me whatever,
under my own instructions, good-will and affection could do;
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but the patience and strenuous purpose required in a case of
such long and deep-seated disease can only be looked for in an
educated person, so familiar with the practice of mesmerism
as to be able to keep a steady eye on the end through all
delays and doubtful incidents. And it is also important, if
not necessary, that the predominance of will should be in the
mesmerist, not the patient. The offices of an untrained
servant may avail perfectly in a short case—for the removal
of sudden pain, or a brief illness—but, from the subordi
nation being in the wrong party, we found ourselves coming
to a stand.
_
This difficulty was abolished by the kindness and
sagacity of Mr. Atkinson, who had been . my adviser through
out. He explained my- position to a friend of his—a lady,
the widow of a clergyman, deeply and practically interested
in mesmerism—possessed of great mesmeric power, and of
those high qualities of mind and heart which fortify and
sanctify its influence. In pure zeal and benevolence this
lady came to me, and has been with me ever since. When
I found myself able to repose on the knowledge and power
(mental and moral) of my mesmerist, the last impediments
to my progress were cleared away, and I improved accord
ingly.
_
Under her hands the visual appearances and other imme
diate sensations were much the same as before; but the
experience of recovery was more rapid. I can describe it
only by saying that I felt as if my life were fed from day to
day. The vital force ' infused or induced was as clear and
certain as the strength given by food to those who are faint
from hunger. I am careful to avoid theorising at present on
a subject which has not yet furnished me with a sufficiency of
facts ; but it can hardly be called theorising to say (while
silent as to the nature of the agency) that the principle of
life itself—that principle which is antagonistic to disease—
appears to be fortified by the mesmeric influence ; and thus
far we may account for mesmerism being no specific, but
successful through the widest range of diseases that are not
hereditary, and have not caused disorganisation. No
mistake about mesmerism is more prevalent than the sup
position that it can avail only in nervous diseases. The
numerous cases recorded of cure of rheumatism, dropsy,
cancer, and the whole class of tumours—cases as distinct
and almost as numerous as those of cure of paralysis,
epilepsy, and other diseases of the brain and nerves, must
make any inquirer cautious of limiting his anticipations and
experiments by any theory of exclusive action on the nervous
system. Whether mesmerism, and, indeed, any influence
whatever, acts exclusively through the nervous system is
another question.
_
A few days after the arrival of my kind mesmerist I had
my foot on the grass for the first time for four years and a
half. I went down to the little garden under my windows.
I never before was in the open air, after an illness of merely
a week or two, without feeling more or less overpowered;
but now, under the open sky, after four years and a half spent
between bed and a sofa, I felt no faintness, exhaustion, or
nervousness of any kind. I was somewhat haunted for a
day or two by the stalks of the grass, which I had not seen
growing for so long (for, well supplied as I had been with
flowers, rich and rare, I had seen no grass, except from my
windows) ; but at the time, I was as self-possessed as any
walker in the place. In a day or two I walked round the
garden, then down the lane, then to the haven, and so on,
till now, in two months, five miles are no fatigue to me.
At first, the evidences of the extent of the disease were so
clear as to make me think that I had never before fully under
stood how ill I had been. They disappeared one by one ;
and now I feel nothing of them.
The same fortifying influence carried me through the
greatest effort of all—the final severance from opiates.
What that struggle is, can be conceived only by those who
have experienced, or watched it with solicitude in a case of
desperate dependence on them for years. No previous reduc
tion can bridge over the chasm which separates an opiated
from the _ natural state. I see in my own experience a con
soling promise for the diseased, and also for the intemperate,
who may desire to regain a natural condition, but might
fail through bodily suffering. Where the mesmeric sleep
can be induced, the transition may be made comparatively

183

easy. It appears, however, that opiates are a great hindrance
to the production of the sleep ; but, even so, the mesmeric
influence is an inestimable help, as I can testify. I gave all
my opiates to my mesmerist, desiring her not to let me have
any on any entreaty; and during the day I scarcely felt the
want of them. Her mesmerising kept me up; and, much
more, it intercepted the distress—obviated the accumulation
of miseries under which the unaided sufferer is apt to sink.
It enabled me . to encounter every night afresh—acting as it
does in cases of insanity, where it is all-important to sus
pend the peculiar irritation—to banish the haunting idea.
What further aid I derived in this last struggle from mes
merism in another 'form, I shall mention when I detail the
other case with which my own became implicated, and in
which, to myself at least, the interest of my own has com
pletely merged.
It will be supposed that during the whole experiment
I longed to enjoy the mesmeric sleep, and was on the watch
for some of the wonders which I knew to be common. The
sleep never came; and, except the great marvel of restored
health, I have experienced less of the wonders than I have
observed in another. Some curious particulars are, however,
worth noting.
The first very striking circumstance to me, a novice,
though familiar enough to the practised, was the power of
my mesmerist’s volitions without any co-operation on my
part. One very warm morning in August, when everybody
else was oppressed with heat, I was shivering a little under
the mesmeric influence of my maid—‘the influence in those
days causing the sensation of cold currents running through
me from head to foot. “ This cold will not do for you, ma’am,”
said M. “ 0 !” said I, “ it is fresh, and I do not mind it
and immediately my mind went off to something else. In a
few minutes I was surprised by a feeling as of warm water
trickling through the channels of the late cold. In reply to
my observation, that I was warm now, M. said, “Yes, ma’am,
that is what I am doing, ” By inquiry and observation, it be
came clear to me that her influence was, generally speaking,
composing, just in proportion to her power of willing that it
should be so. When I afterwards saw, in the case I shall
relate, how the volition of the mesmerist caused immediate
waking from the deepest sleep, and a supposition that the
same glass of water was now wine—now porter, &c., I be
came too much familiarised with the effect to be as much
astonished as many of my readers will doubtless be.
Another striking instance occurred in one of the earliest
of my walks. My mesmerist and I had reached a headland
nearly half a mile from home, and were resting there, when
she proposed to mesmerise me a little—partly to refresh me
for our return, and partly to see whether any effect would be
produced in a new place, and while a fresh breeze was blow
ing. She merely laid her hand on my forehead, and, in a
minute or two the usual appearances came, assuming a
strange air of novelty from the scene in which I was. After
the blurring of the outlines, which made all objects more
dim than the dull grey day had already made them, the
phosphoric lights appeared, glorifying every rock and head
land, the horizon, and all the vessels in sight. One of the
dirtiest and meanest of the steam tugs in the port was passing
at the time, and it was all dressed in heavenly radiance—the
last object that any imagination would select as an element
of a vision. Then, and often before or since, did it occur to
me that if I had been a pious and very ignorant Catholic, I
could not have escaped the persuasion that I had seen
heavenly visions. Every glorified object before my open
eyes would have been a revelation; and my mesmerist, with
the white halo round her head, and the illuminated profile,
would have been a saint or an angel.
Sometimes the induced darkening has been so great, that
I have seriously inquired whether the lamp was not out,
when a few movements of the head convinced me that it was
burning as brightly as ever. As the muscular power oozes
away under the mesmeric influence, a strange inexplicable
feeling ensues of the frame becoming transparent and ductile.
My head has often appeared to be drawn out, to change its
form according to the traction of my mesmerist; and an in
describable and exceeding] y agreeable sensation of transparency
and lightness, through a part or the whole of the frame, has
followed. Then begins the moaning, of which so much has
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been made, as an indication of pain. I have often moaned,
and much oftener have been disposed to do so, when the sensa
tions have been the most tranquil and agreeable. At such
times, my mesmerist has struggled not to disturb me by a
laugh, when I have murmured, with a serious tone, “ Here
are my hands, but they have no arms to themil 0 dear I
what shall I do? here is none of me left I” the intellect and
moral powers being all the while at their strongest. Between
this condition and the mesmeric sleep there is a state, tran
sient and rare, of which I have had experience, but of which
I intend to give no account. A somnambule calls it a
glimmering of the lights of somnambulism and clairvoyance.
To me there appears nothing like glimmering in it. The
ideas that I have snatched from it, and now retain, are, of all
ideas which ever visited me, the most lucid and impressive.
It may be well that they are incommunicable—partly from
their nature and relations, and partly from their unfitness
for translation into mere words. I will only say that the
condition is one of no “ nervous excitement,” as far as
experience and outward indications can be taken as a test.
Such a state of repose, of calm translucent intellectuality, I
had never conceived of; and no reaction followed, no excite
ment but that which is natural to every one who finds him
self in possession of a great new idea.
Before leaving the narrative of my own case for that
of another, widely different, I put in a claim for my expe
riment being considered rational. It surely was so, not only
on account of my previous knowledge of facts, and of my
hopelessness from any other resource, but on grounds which
other sufferers may share with me, on the ground that
though the science of medicine may be exhausted in any
particular case, it does not follow that curative means are
exhausted ; on the ground of the ignorance of all men of
the nature and extent of the reparative power which lies
under our hand, and which is vaguely indicated by the term
“ Nature ; ” on the ground of the ignorance of all men re
garding the very structure, and much more, the functions
of the nervous system; and on the broad ultimate ground
of our total ignorance of the principle of life—of what it is,
and where it resides, and whether it can be reached, and in
any way beneficially affected by a voluntary application of
human energy.
It seemed to me rational to seek a way to refreshment
first, and then to health, amidst this wilderness of igno
rances, rather than to lie perishing in their depths. The
event seems to prove it so. The story appears to me to
speak for itself. If it does not assert itself to all—if any
should, as is common in cases of restoration by mesmerism
—try to account for the result by any means but those
which are obvious, supposing a host of moral impossibilities
rather than admit a plain new fact, I have no concern with
such objectors or objections.
In a case of blindness cured, once upon a time, and
cavilled at and denied, from hostility to the means, an
answer was given which we are wont to consider suffi
ciently satisfactory: “ One thing I know, that whereas I
was blind, now I see.” Those who could dispute the fact
after this must be left to their doubts. They could, it is
true, cast out their restored brother; but they could not
impair his joy in his new blessing, nor despoil him of his
far higher privileges of belief in and allegiance to his bene
factor. Thus, whenever, under the Providence which leads
on our race to knowledge and power, any new blessing of
healing arises, it is little to one who enjoys it what disputes
are caused among observers. To him, the privilege is clear
and substantial. Physically, having been diseased, he is
now well. Intellectually, having been blind, he now sees.
Eor the wisest this is enough. And for those of a some
what lower order, who have a restless craving for human
sympathy in their recovered relish of life, there is almost
a certainty that somewhere near them there exist hearts
susceptible of simple faith in the unexplored powers of
nature, and minds capable of an ingenious recognition of
plain facts, though they be new, and must wait for a theo
retical solution.
Whoever says to me, “ Think as I do, or God will damn you,” will
soon say, “Think as I do, or I will kill you.” Let us beseech God to
soften these savaw hearts, and inspire in all His children sentiments of
brotherhood,— Voltaire,
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A SPIRITUALISTIC FUNERAL.

South Portsmouth, Rhode Island, on the 12th day of
September, 1877, Gertrude Minturn, daughter of Thomas R.
and the late Francis M. Hazard, in the thirty-fifth year of
her age, passed to the higher life.
Possessed of an expansive and highly cultivated intellect,
and a superabounding wealth of sympathy and tenderness
that embraced in its never-ceasing flow all of God’s creatures,
whether of the human or brute creation, whose sufferings
she ever strove to relieve to the full extent her available
means and feeble bodily strength would permit, the frail
tenement, shattered at last under the unequal strain, gave
way, and broke the mystic cord that bound it to life; while
the glad soul winged its way to the joyous home that, under
the kind providence of the Almighty Father, has been pre
pared for her by her departed mother and sisters in the
heavenly spirit-land.
The funeral took place at Vaucluse. The only services
performed were the reading by her brother of passages from
the twenty-third Psalm and thirteenth and fourteenth
chapters of John ; and, at the grave, the following beautiful
lines by Mrs. Browning, closing with the Lord’s Prayer,
repeated by a cousin of the deceased :
At

I

.

Of all the thoughts of God that are
Borne inward unto souls afar,
Along the Psalmist’s music deep,
Now tell me if there any is
For gift or grace, surpassing this :
“ He giveth His beloved sleep ? ”
What would we give to our beloved ?
The hero’s heart to be unmoved,
The poet’s star-tuned harp, to sweep,
The patriot’s voice, to teach and rouse,
The monarch’s crown, to light the brows.
“ He giveth His beloved sleep.”
What do we give to our beloved ?
A little faith, all undisproved,
A little dust, to over-weep,
And bitter memories, to make
The whole earth blasted for our sake.
“He giveth His beloved sleep.”
“ Sleep soft, beloved I ” we sometimes say,
But have no tune to charm away
Sad dreams that through the eyelids creep;
But never doleful dream again
Shall break the happy slumber, when
“ He giveth His beloved sleep.”
O earth, so full of dreary noises!
O men, with wailing in your voices 1
O delved gold, the wailer’s heap!
0 strife, O curse, that o’er it fall I
God makes a silence through you all,
And “givethHis beloved sleep.”
His dews drop mutely on the hill,
His cloud above it sailetli still,
Though on its slope men sow and reap;
More softly than the dew is shed,
Or cloud is floated overhead,
“ He giveth His beloved sleep.”
Yea ! men may wonder while they scan
A living, thinking, feeling man,
Confirmed in such a rest to keep;
But angels say, and through the word
I think their happy smile is heard,
“lie giveth His beloved sleep.”
For me, my heart that erst did go
Most like a tired child at a show,
That sees through tears the jugglers leap—
Would now its wearied vision close,
Would childlike on His love repose,
Who “ giveth His beloved sleep 1 ”
And, friends, dear friends, when it shall be
That this low breath is gone from me,
And round my bier ye come to weep,
Let one, most loving of you all,
Say, “ Not a tear must o’er her fall—
‘ He giveth His beloved sleep.”

Mr. Thomas R. Hazard writes to the Nwmgansett Times,
Wakefield, Rhode Island, May 11th :—On March 31st, 1877,
I held what is called a seance with Mrs. Katie B. Robinson,
No. 2,123, Brandywine-street, Philadelphia, who has long
been in the field plying her beautiful medial gift. Among
many other spirit friends, my recently departed daughter
took control of the organs of the entranced prophetess,
and said:—■
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Oh, God is good, my own dear father ; God is good; He taketh home :
the weary spirit which has suffered long in its physical body. In His
beautiful world of light and love He hath a home for all who have suf- )
fered; and in every home, dear father, we find union and love.
Tell my dear sisters and brother that Fanny lives beyond the grave,
(
and will ever come to guide them and love them as dearly as when in
life she walked by their side.
(
Oh, my father, how I thank you for your kindness and love to me ; (
and when your work is done we all, with mothers and sisters, will meet j
in love. Dear father, I now know that pure Spiritualism is beautiful, <
and in talking with the dear ones in spirit-life we recognise that your
views in relation to it are right.
j
They tell me that this is the anniversary of “ Modern Spiritualism,” j
and how happy I am with mother, Anna, and the loved ones, to greet
you in this way on this day. I will come again, but oh, father, as I
look upon the spirit-world its climate is beautiful and fair, the flowers I
are always blooming there, and friends and kindred unite in love. Truly, j
father, I have found a sweet home above.
/

In conclusion, let me say that I have had, within the past
■six weeks, several communications from my spirit daughter,
through different mediums, similar in character to the above.
On two occasions, at private residences, she materialised
her full form, on one occasion taking me by the hand and
sitting down beside me on a sofa for a short time. On
another occasion she walked by my side some yards with my
arm in hers, and as she was about to retire, threw her arms
about my neck and tenderly kissed my lips more than once.
As of old, some one may query, “ Can these things be ? ”
I answer: “ Yes, they are so.”—Banner of Light.

MATTER AND SPIRIT.

Columbi, Ceylon, Aug. 12th, 1877.

The Mesmeutsino or Animals.—The Dalston Association of In
quirers into Spiritualism has determined to follow the example of the
British National Association of Spiritualists, by affording increased
facilities for debating various points of interest to investigators into
Spiritualism and kindred subjects. It announces the first of its Monday
evening discussion meetings for the 5th of November next, on which
occasion Mr, William H. Harrison will read a paper on “ Experiments
on the Mesmerising of Animals.” Members and visitors who intend to
be present are desired to “try home experiments on cats, dogs, horses,
or any other animals,” so as to be prepared to take part in the subse
quent proceedings. Practical mesmerists are cordially invited to attend,
and participate in the business of the meeting.—T. Blyton, lion. Sec.

Matter and Consciousness be two sides of one and the
same medal, two products of one and the same force,
differentiated by conditions as yet unknown to us, as Herbert
Spencer affirms they are, may not this view, taken in con
nection with the doctrine of the conservation and correlation
of forces, throw some light on certain obscure facts of
psychology ? I allude to the strange but undoubted effect
of asceticism, and the decrease of mere animal and fleshly
vigour producing an increased power of the higher and
occult forces of the soul, as instanced by the ascetics of
ancient and modern India and Egypt, and of mediceval
Christendom, as well as by a class of corporeally weak
and diseased persons, such as the Seeress of Prevorst, and
numerous similar somnambulists, ecstatics, and others.
May not this simultaneous weakening of matter and
strengthening of spirit take place in strict conformity to
the law of the correlation of forces ; and in all these cases
may not exactly that amount of force which disappears as
matter reappear as the occult forces of the soul ? May not
the material imponderable forces set free in the bodies of
mediums by the states of sleep and trance reappear, and be
made use of by spirits, in producing the “ Form manifesta
tions,” as in the interesting case with Dr. Monck, so well
described in the last Spiritualist by Mr. Colley ?
I am not aware that this view of matter and spirit has as
yet been presented to the readers of The Spiritualist, and I
allude to it in the hope that some one better acquainted with
the subject than I am, may be able to throw some light
upon it.
Professor Tyndall, in his interesting lecture given the
other day, seems to be thoroughly aware of the gulf as yet
impassable by scientific methods or instruments between
matter and consciousness, and is evidently on the look-out
for the missing link in the chain which would unite them
together. If he were candid or truth-seeking enough to
read the Spiritualistic literature, or to experiment himself,
he might find what he is seeking for in the spiritual body, the
Linga Sharira of the ancient Hindus, the existence of which,
it seems to me, has been proved by so many well authenti
cated cases of apparitions, doppelgangers, and visions of
clairvoyants. The Seeress of Prevorst, in her extraordinary
revelations about the spiritual body, calls it the Nerven- Geist,
or nerve-spirit, and affirms it to be the bond or link which
brings mind and body in connection with the outer world,
and which remains with the soul after death, and forms the
outer husk or body with which it then clothes itself. Some
physiologists, I believe, particularly since Reichenbach’s ex
periments, admit that there is some scientific evidence for
the existence of some such body or force; and Petinger
says : “ The nerve fluid is neither oil nor water, nor air nor
fire, but a thing intermediate between soul and body.” This
is that “ inner man” of whom Tyndall speaks, who receives
and answers the messages sent by the nerves, and whose
existence he almost admits to be necessary in order to ex
plain the fact of consciousness.
Spiritualists, having abundant evidence of the existence
of this interior Being, will scarcely be content, as Dr.
Tyndall wishes humanity to be, with f making our souls a
poetic rendering of a phenomenon which refuses the yoke of
ordinary mechanical laws.” If he be satisfied in his “ hours
of clearness and vigour” with such poetry, let him, but we
shall prefer to hold fast to facts, proving the existence of
this soul incorporated within our fleshly organism.
In the beautiful and celebrated Vedantic philosophical
poem, Atma
-bodha,
*
or “ Knowledge of the Soul,” which, if
I recollect right, has been translated by Professor Roer, and
part of which has been versified by Professor Monier
Williams, occurs this passage :—
If

/
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MR. J. M. PEEBLES IN CEYLON.
Mr. J. M. Peebles, in the course of a letter to Mr. Luther
Colby, of Boston, U.S., says :—
I think that yesterday was the most interesting day of
my life, and for this reason: I spent a good portion of it
at the Buddhist College—in the suburbs of Columbi, a city
of 130,000—conversing and debating with the Buddhist
priests. There were present the High Priest, and President
of the College, sixty priests in their yellow robes, and twentyfive or thirty young laymen, studying for the priesthood.
Some of these priests spoke English well. I had with me
two interpreters, one of whom had been in the employment
of the English Government. On very many points Budd
hism and Spiritualism are in perfect harmony. They all
believe in the fact of spirit-intercourse; they cast out demons
as did Jesus; believe in salvation by merit, and merit alone ;
believe in the re-births or reincarnations of human beings
till their errors or sins are all atoned for, and they believe
in Nirvana—final absorption. On this, and the origin of
the soul, and the mental constitution of the soul, we had a
warm controversy. I can only say here that I found my
match in metaphysics. Only think, when I was arguing
that soul was force, this priest pushed under my face Dr.
Lewis Buchner’s work on Matter and Force. These priests
have translated Bishop Colenso’s Work on the Pentateuch
into their native language, the Singahlese. Recently one
of these priests, the Rev. Mohattiwattey Goonananda, held
a two days’, public discussion with the Methodist mis
sionaries, and by common consent gained the victory. The
Rev. Mr. Bacon, an English clergyman, engaged as a
professor in St. Thomas College, Columbi, said that “ these
Weslcyans were not scholarly enough to meet the Buddhists
in debate; only the most clever men should be sent here as
missionaries.” I gave these priests, upon leaving them,
some forty or fifty Spiritualist and Shaker tracts, to aid
them in their debates with the sectarian Christians. Oh,
.how much good I could do toward the downfall of bigotry
:and the enlightenment of the whole world, if I only had the
funds.
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The soul inwrapped in fire-investing sheaths
Seems formed of these, and all its purity
Darkened like crystal laid on coloured cloth.
As winnowed rice is purified from husk,
So is the soul disburdened of its sheaths
By force of meditation, as by threshing.
* “Atma,” from tho same root as the German “ Athmcn,” “to breathe.” This instructive
symbolism, usod in so many languages, of describing tho soul by the process of breathing,
corresponds very curiously with tho Swcdenborgian idea of tho soul or spiritual body, even
during earth-life, being nourished by an influx-inbreathing of tho divino Ether. Some
other languages deseribo the soul by images borrowed from light, a ray of light from some
hidden sun, the “ Ameu-Ba” of the Egyptians,
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Professor Williams explains these sheaths as follows :—
With regard to the five sheaths (pancA-KosA), it must be noted that
in the Vedanta the individual soul, when separated off from the Supreme
Soul, is regarded as enclosed in a succession of cases iKbsa} which
envelope it, and, as it were, fold one over the other “ like the coats of an
onion.” The first, or innermost sheath is called the Vignuna-mayaKosA, or sheath composed of mere intellection, associated with the
organs of perception. This gives the personal soul its first conception
of individuality. The second case is called the Mano-maya, or “ sheath
composed of mind,” associated with the organs of action. This gives
the individual soul its powers of thought and judgment. The third
envelope is called Prana-maya, a “breathing sheath,” i.e., the sheath
composed of breath and the other vital airs associated with the organs
of action. The fourth case is called the Anna-maya, or “covering sup
ported by food,” i.e., the corporeal form, or gross body. A fifth case,
called Ananda-maya, or “ that composed of supreme bliss,’’ is also
named, although not admitted by all. It must be regarded as the
innermost of all, and ought, therefore, when five are enumerated, to be
placed before the Vignana-maya. Moreover, a collective totality of
subtile bodies is supposed to exist, and the soul, which is imagined to
pass through these subtile bodies like a thread, is called the Sukatman,
“ thread soul,” occasionally styled the Pranatman, and sometimes
identified with Hiranyagarbha.—Indian Wisdom, by Monier Williams,
p. 123.

These soul-sheaths appear to present a curious resemblance
to the . mysterious soul-circles, which the Seeress of Prevorst
drew, and of which she gave such curious descriptions.
If we examine the “ Life Circle” as drawn and described
by the Seeress of Prevorst, we shall find there also five
circles surrounding the spiritual essence of man. In the
middle part of the innermost circle is the seat of the spirit
(Geist), and the three circles around it form its proper realm
(Gebiet). Outside these three rings is the realm or sphere
of the soul or spiritual body (Nerven-Geist), as distinguished
by the Seeress from the pure spirit (Geist). The fifth circle
is the realm :of the material world, perceptible by the bodily
senses. (See Die Seherin von Prevorst, 1st vol. p. 219.
Stuttgard und Tubingen.)
Referring to the above five sheaths of the Hindus, it will
be seen that the fifth sheath, the Ananda-maya, “ composed
of supreme bliss,” is evidently the same as the innermost
circle of the Seeress, the seat of the pure spirit. The
Hindus, it will be seen, like her, allege it to be the inner
most sheath. This agreement in the number of circles
(five), and the innermost being the sphere of bliss, in which
the highest and most occult qualities of the spirit are
manifested is, to say the least, very curious ; for the Seeress
knew nothing of Hindu philosophy. The Zoroastrian system
also alludes to the (l spiritual body,” and calls it “ the pure
man,” unaffected in essence by the sins or shortcomings of
the earthly man.
A. J. C.
Lucerne, October 7, 1877.
SPIRITUALISM IN DALSTON.

At the ordinary monthly meeting of the Council of the Dalston
Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, held at their Rooms, 53,
Sigdon-road, Dalston-lane, London, E., on Thursday evening last week,
under the vice-presidency of Mrs. W. E. Corner, the other members of
Council present were Messrs. J. Tozeland, J. Rouse, and Tkos. Blyton.
The minutes of the last session were read and confirmed. The hun.
secretary read letters of general interest received since from Mr. H. 1).
Jencken, M.R.I., Mr. W. H. Harrison, Mr. J. W. Fletcher, Mr. W. J.
Colville, Mr. J. L. O’Sullivan, Mr. F. W. Monck, and Herr Christian
Reimers. Presentations were laid upon the table and accepted with a
cordial vote of thanks to the donors, viz., Herr Christian Reimers and
Mr. Edward Maitland. A letter from Mr. James Burns was read,
applying for subscription for a monthly supply of The Spiritual Teacher's
Calendar for distribution, which was declined. The attention of the
Council was drawn to arrangements for the winter fortnightly Monday
discussion meetings, and it was resolved that the first should be held on
Monday evening, the 5th November next, when Mr. W. H. Harrison’s
paper on “ Experiments on the Mesmerising of Animals,” would form
the subject for reading and subsequent discussion. An offer by Herr
Christian Reimers to discuss points connected with the production of
the casts of hands and feet, kindly presented by that gentleman to the
Dalston Association, was accepted for Monday evening, the 19th of
November.
The proceedings were then adjourned, and the ordinary weekly seance
afterwards took place.
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Does anybody know the address of the secretary to the Liverpool (
Psychological Society?
j
“ See to it that the tenement or house in which the spirit lives is j
clean, for when you drift to the other side of life you are not asked by )
the receivers what lies without; they ask you where is your heart? lj
where are your acts or your deeds F and we answer as best we can,”— i
Spirit Message,
i(
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MR. J. J. MORSE’S ANNIVERSARY CONVERSAZIONE.
Last Wednesday night the eighth anniversary conversazione in
] recognition of the useful work of Mr. J. J. Morse, trance medium, was
i held at the Cavendish Rooms, Hortimer-street, Regent-street, London,
1 under the chairmanship of Mr. Alexander Calder, President of the
! British National Association of Spiritualists. There was a full
attendance.
;
The President, in opening the business proceedings of the evening,
' said : Ladies and Gentlemen,—-I have been asked to take the chair, and
say a few words on the occasion of this . pleasant and cheerful gathering.
i We have met, as you are aware, to celebrate the eighth anniversary of
i the labours of one of our best inspirational speakers. Eight years ago
our friend Mr. Morse commenced his distinguished career in the ranks
j of Spiritualism, and ever since has valiantly borne its banner aloft, dis( seminating with unwearied zeal and intelligence—though with the most
j slender pecuniary gain—the truths relating to our bright and glorious
cause. Why is it bright and glorious ? I shall not presume to answer
so large a question ; but, as the miser gloats on his hoard, and the rich
} man delights in the survey of his fields, so suffer me for a moment to
j rejoice over a few of the titles to our noble possession. Spiritualism
enables us to hold and maintain with a firm grasp some of the grandest
verities affecting humanity. It furnishes a new departure in life,
raising us, despite the scornful opinion of the world, a step higher in
the scale of being. It reduces frivolity and recklessness. It teaches
the study of ourselves, and the spirit within. It frees us from that
great fault of society, the fear of death. Not unduly immersed in
I matter and present existence, it gives us a strong and abiding sense of
* the reality of life in an eternal world. It assures us of a glorious
J spiritual future. It invites us to share in a noble warfare on earth : for,
however humble and feeble, we are nevertheless the champions for the
truths of the primitive Christians. While atheism is sapping the
foundation of things sacred, and is unblushingly stalking abroad, led by
the rash hand of some men of science and of literature, it is our high
privilege ■ to combat the noxious pestilence. While the theologian stands
timid, perplexed, and well-nigh paralysed at these unholy assaults, and
the world is famishing for truth, the Spiritualist is abundantly filled.
In short, we have truly reason to rejoice, for, as each true Spiritualist
knows, a light is thrown over his path to guide him into the ways of peace.
To discourse on these and other kindred themes has now occupied a
good many past years of our friend Mr. Morse ; and on your behalf, as
well as my own, I express the fervent wish that he may long be spared,
steadily to pursue the same bright career, with ever increasing success,
satisfaction, and happiness, to himself, his relatives, his many admirers
and his friends. (Applause.)
The following recitations, songs, and selections of music were then
given:—Pianoforte solo, minuet, symphony in E flat (Mozart"), Miss
Maltby ; Song, “ Agatha ” (Franz Abt), Miss Schallelm; a recitation,
Mrs. Waite; Cavatina, “M’ appari tutt’ amor,” Marta (Flotow), Mr.
Ernest A. Tietkens; Old Welsh Song, “The Ash Grove,” Madame
Sclmcegans; Pianoforte solo, “Rondo Brillatil” (Weber), Miss Holmes ;
Recitation, “Luke” (Bret Harte), Mr.Dietz; Duet, “O that we two
were Maying” (Alice Mary Smith), Madame Schneegans and Mr. E. A.
Tietkens.
Mr. J. J. Morse, who rose amid loud applause, said :—Mr. Chairman,
ladies and gentlemen,—Permit me to claim your kind indulgence for a
few moments. What I desire to say to yon shall be presented in as few
words as possible. On such occasions as the present I look upon speech
making as something very much like a necessary evil, taxing one’s
patience while it lasts, and inspiring a sigh of relief when it is done.
However, I feel I should be failing in my duty did I not subject you to
the not unmixed blessing of my “fewwords’ to-night. The present
occasion marks the eighth anniversary of my appearance as a public
medium in connection with modern English Spiritualism. Eight years
of hard work, but so many years of useful experiences, and in the main
exciting and pleasing reminiscences. Friends I have found in plenty—
east, west, north, and south—warm hands clasp mine, and many a
fervent “ God speed” has cheered me on my way. It is said one cannot
please every one, particularly in this trial of public characters, and in
their case it is most unwise to try. I have endeavoured to be true to
myself in all that I have been engaged in, helping all, working for all,
louking at Spiritualists in the light of their being one family, caring not
so much for parties or persons, but looking rather to the cause as a whole,
and to the principles it represents. If I have erred—and some of my
friends say I have—who does not ?—I can only say I strove to do my
best. I ever feel that, as a servant of the spirits, I can best fill my place
by working for all, binding myself to none. Friends, if you will permit
me to call you such, for so I feel you are, by your presence and sym
pathy here to-night, I return you, one and all, my most hearty and
grateful thanks for your support of the object of this meeting. Believe
me when I say I shall take away the most pleasant and gratifying
recollections of to-night. I am not at all insensible to the esteem of my
fellows; on the contrary, I prize it much, and the more when I feel that
I am not obtaining it “ by false pretences or otherwise I ” I trust I may
be ever counted worthy of your regard, and that I may always be able
to stand before you with a clear consciousness of having striven for the
right. I experience to-night a peculiar obligation towards the esteemed
gentleman who has so kindly consented to preside over us. The request
that he should do so originated with my spirit-friends, and it was a most
gratifying circumstance to me when his consent to be here was made
known to me. I regret to add that owing, to purely accidental inadver
tence the name of our chairman has been omitted from the programme in
your hands, and also from the final notices convening this meeting.
Believe me, sir, no discourtesy was intended towards yourself. As
an earnest worker, as a genial gentleman, and as the head of the
British National Association of Spiritualists, Mr. Calder’s presence
here to-night confers a triple favour upon me, and I think I may safely
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add, upon all of us as well. I tender you, sir, my grateful thanks for
your kindly courtesy in presiding here to-night. (Applause.) Up
to this time we have all of us enjoyed the various vocal and instru
mental efforts of those ladies and gentlemen who have favoured us with
contributions in that direction. I may safely prophesy that your
pleasure will not abate during the execution of the second part of the
programme. I embrace the present opportunity to thank the ladies
and gentlemen who have so ably entertained us, and to whose presence
I am in so large a measure indebted for to-night’s success ; when I say
they have all volunteered their services, I think I give them the highest
praise. Where all have done so well it were invidious to particularise.
I thank them all sincerely. Friends there are whom distance has pre
vented from being here to-night, but I am assured in other regards of
their substantial interest in the purposes of this meeting. I thank
them for their practical assistance and kindly sympathy. In the
company before me are many faces I am proud to see present;
friends whose hands have warmly clasped mine; whose sympathy
again now, as often in the past, sustains and invigorates me. There
are some that are absent. The White Angel has been abroad
and, clasping their hands, has led them from earth’s distractions
to the calmness of the higher life. Others there are who are absent
whom I should have been pleased to see here to-night. And, now,
friends, I have a duty, at once imperative and pleasing, that I must
discharge. I am deeply indebted to the disinterested kindness of our
respected and valued friend, Mrs. Maltby, whose unremitting attention
and arduous labours in connection with this most pleasant meeting have
so materially contributed to its successful issue. I may venture to say
—and without the slightest suspicion of flattery either—that all who
enjoy the favour of her acquaintance esteem her for her kindly
sympathy, her warmth of heart, and her strong desire to aid all who
need assistance, of which her labours on my behalf form excellent
evidence, and for which I publicly tender her my most heartfelt thanks.
Madam, I sincerely thank you, and trust you may be spared to us for
many years to come. I desire, also, to record my thanks to the editors
of our two weekly papers, who have printed the notices convening this
meeting in their papers free of cost, and from time to time called atten
tion to it in their respective columns. It is another evidence of the
kindness the Spiritual journals have invariably manifested towards me,
and I thank them for this further mark of their consideration. Mr.
Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen, as I close let me lay aside my pro
fessional character, and stand before you as the man, rather than the
speaker. I know those who are tenacious of the dignity of the speaker
hood; for my part, I prefer the dignity of my manhood. The man first,
then the speaker ; the better the man, the more useful the worker. As
the man, then; as one with failings and virtues in common with you
all; as one who pretends nothing on account of his office as a medium;
as one who only aspires to the regard of all worthy people who consider
him deserving of it, I take my leave of you, thanking you for all you
have done now and in the past, resolving to be more worthy in the
future. As the worker I stand before the world. When I meet friends
under circumstances such as these I come before you as the man. Mr.
Chairman and friends, I thank you all sincerely, and now ask your
permission to retire. (Applause.)
The following was the concluding portion of the evening’s proceed
ings :—Pianoforte duet (Gounod), the Misses Annie and Evelyn Ward;
Recitation, Miss Ella Dietz; Vocal duet, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Ward;
Song, “ Evangeline ’’ (John Blockly), Miss Schallehn; Song, “ Esme
ralda” (Levey), Mrs. Limpus ; Song, “Good night, beloved ” (Balfe),
Mr. E. A. Tietkens; Song, “ The Old Cottage Clock ” (Molloy), Madame
Schneegans; Song, Mr. J. C. Ward; Recitation, “ The Northern
Farmer ” (Tennyson), Mr. Dietz; Finale—Duet (concertina and piano),
“ Zarnpa” (Herold), Miss A. Ward and Mr. J. C. Ward.
Where all did so well, and came voluntarily forward in support of
Mr. Morse, it would be invidious to select any performer for special
praise. Suffice it to say, that most of the real work of getting up this
entertainment fell upon Mrs. Maltby, and that everybody present was
highly pleased with the results.
Ox Sunday next Mr. J. J. Morse will deliver a trance address in the
Mill-lane Schools, Stockton-on-Tees ; subject—“ Spirit Communion:
its Value;” service at 6.30 p.m. On Monday evening, October 22,
same place, at 8, subject chosen by the audience.
Mb. Lees, of Manchester, who, some time since, discussed the subject
of Spiritualism with Mr. J. W. Mahony, at Leigh, has, in acceptance
of a general challenge thrown out by the latter gentleman, invited him,
through the columns of the Ulverston Mirror, to meet him again in a
discussion on the question. Mr. Mahony objects to its taking place at
Ulverston so soon after the recent one there, and proposes Barrow, and
prefers that Mr. Lees should be put forward by some representative
body, as at Leigh. Mr. Lees agrees to these conditions, and it now re
mains to be seen whether any public body in Barrow will bestir them
selves in the matter.
Clairvoyance.—Mr. Henly, of 429, Oxford-street, writes to us that
a meeting was held at Dr. Nicholl’s Hygienic Establishment, 429,
Oxford-street, London, on Saturday evening, October 6th, to receive a
communication from him in reference to the formation of “ a school
of clairvoyance, where sensitives may be developed free of cost, and
their services utilised afterwards for the purpose of spreading abroad
a more general knowledge of spirit-communion.” Mr. Henly says
that he is a powerful mesmerist, and believes that he can develope
clairvoyants—that he intends to sit daily with his pupils, and, so soon
as they become fairly developed, he will invite the Spiritualists first,
and afterward the general public, to attend his lectures, and witness
the facts. He purposes using clairvoyance for the diaguosing of disease ;
and he states that he has already received promises of support from
some of the medical fraternity.
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SEANCES IN MANCHESTER.
BY

CHARLES

BLACKBURN.

I have Miss Cook here to show her power to my
friends. The dark sittings are most convincing, because any
one person can hold the medium alone, yet disturbances still
go on, to their amazement and amusement. A few seances
of this kind are the A B C to those who disbelieve, and are
of great use before they are allowed to see a materialisation.
Lillie, the spirit, came forth last night, led my daughter into
the cabinet, and then vanished in semi-light; the medium
was in a trance in a chair, and in a silk dress, whilst the
spirit previously had let us feel her own white cotton dress.
The cabinet was formed in a corner of my library with an
iron rod, seven feet from the floor, supporting two green
baize curtains with rings.
On another occasion myself and daughter decided to do
without the curtains, so we took them down, and placed the
medium in a large arm-chair in the corner, and turned the
gas nearly out, sitting only a yard and a half from the
medium. We continued talking to her to keep her con
scious, for ten minutes, and when we ceased, the spirit Lillie
said, in her usual small voice, “ I’ve just put my medium
into a trance, so now I can get on ; but I tried whilst she was
conscious.” I called out, “Katie, are you in a trance?”
but no reply. So we set the musical box going, and in a
few minutes, although in a dim light, we saw in front of our
knees, and about half a yard high, something white. I sup
posed it to be clothing, and shortly it elongated and became
animated to the size or thereabouts of the medium. I said,
“ Lillie, is that you ? ” She replied, “Yes, but don’t touch
me yet.” For some time she kept stroking her white clothing
downwards, and then gave my daughter and myself her hands
to feel that she was complete. She then passed us and went
and opened the door of the room a few inches, but instantly
dashed it to, owing to the great gaslight in the lobby.
I then said, “ Let me go and touch the medium.” She
replied, “Wait a minute.” I did so. She then said, “ Now
come.” I quickly rose from my seat, and, as I approached,
the form and white clothing vanished, but there in the chair
was the medium, in deep sleep ; and, as I touched her face,
and arms, and hands, she started and moaned as if in pain.
The spirit, though I could see nothing, said, “ Go and sit
down, and send Miss Blackburn to feel that the medium is
here in her usual dress.” I did so, and when we both were
comfortably seated again on our chairs, out again came the
white form, as perfect as before.
I said, “ Lillie, I must and will have more light.” She
replied, “ I don’t care myself, but it is hurtful to my medium ;
but put a little on.” So I went to the gas-tap, and with my
eyes towards the medium I awkwardly turned a lot on.
The medium instantly shrieked out; her arms and legs were
moving like windmills, and the spirit again vanished. I
turned down the light quickly, and the spirit called me to
come and take hold of both hands of the medium for a few
minutes, to sooth her. I did so ; she gradually became calm,
and the spirit said, “ Good night.” Thus ended the stance.
On the 11th October, on my daughter and Miss Cook
retiring to bed, they asked Lillie to write something during
the night; so they took a sheet of note paper, and marked it
in two places, and put it, with a pencil, in a drawer. Then,
after half an hour’s conversation in bed, Lillie spoke and
said, “ Miss Blackburn, light the gas, for I have written
something; ” they did so, and here is the message, but of no
value except as another fact:—
Again

“ To Miss Blackburn.—I have nothing to tell you, but I just write to
show you what power I have, and to thank you for your kindness to
Katie and myself. I shall give you some rough manifestations at night.
—Lillie Gordon.”
Parkfield, Didsbury, near Manchester, Oct. Hth, 1877.

Miss Ella Dietz at Brixton.—Last evening Miss Ella Dietz, of the
Theatre Royal, Haymarket, assisted by Mr. Frank Dietz, gave a very
interesting and successful “ Evening with the Poets,” at the Angell
Town Institution, Brixton. Miss Dietz possesses considerable histrionic
power, and her readings were marked by both force and intelligence.
Her selection of pieces, too, showed her to have a cultivated taste,
which the audience were not slow to appreciate. “The Lady of
Shalott” (Tennyson), “The Romaunt of the Page,” and “Mother and
Poet” (Mrs. Browning), “The Swineherd” (Hans Christian Andersen),
and three pieces by Bret Harte were given creditably,—South London
Press.
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INDEPENDENT

SLATE WRITING A
FACT.
BY EPES

DEMONSTRABLE

SARGENT.

I am here, on a brief visit, at our great American water
ing-place, to make trial of the waters and the invigorating
autumnal air.
Saratoga is deserted by its throng of
fashionable visitors, and the large hotels are closed ; but
those who want to combine fine weather with benefit from
the waters are wise, I think, in coming now.
As confirmatory of the account which I sent you last week
of the plain, irresistible proofs of independent slate writing,
which I got through Mr. C. E. Watkins on the 18th of this
month, at 46, Beach-street, Boston, I herewith send, copied I
from The Banner of Light of to-day, a brief and pithy state- I
liient of his own experiences, Sept. 14-th, 1877, with Wat- j
kins by my friend and neighbour, John Wetherbee.
Nothing could be more satisfactory than his test. He
took two fresh, newly bought slates, of his own, placed them i
together, bored holes with a gimlet through the four sides |
of the wooden rims of each, inserted twine through the ]
holes, and thus tied the slates firmly together. All this was i
done before he went to the medium. I saw the slates in
this condition. Before trying them he had placed between
the inside surfaces a small crumb of slate pencil. The
medium did not even touch or see the inside of those slates,
on which the writing came, till after the writing had been
produced. How came it there if not by some supersensible i
process?
U
A case like this, confirmed as it is by similar testimony |
from hundreds of disinterested persons, must satisfy the R
many competent witnesses in England to the phenomena
through Slade, that independent slate writing is a demon
strated fact, and that a host of Lankesters and Carpenters
cannot, by their mere theories, however clever and ingenious,
invalidate proofs which are now so abundant that none but
the bigot can deny their force and conclusiveness.
And yet what opposition these demonstrable facts have to
encounter I Our newspaper press seems determined that
they shall not even have a hearing. I wrote out a brief,
succinct account of my experiences with Watkins, proving
this wonderful fact of an intelligent power at work inde
pendently of any known visible organism or physical brain,
and sent it, signed with name and address, to one of our
leading daily newspapers. It was incontinently rejected.
The editor, it would seem, did not want his readers to know
that such facts were even credited by any number of intelli
gent persons. In his newspaper he had diligently vilified
Slade ever since the Lankester affair, and now, anything
that seemed to prove that the medium was not the “ im
pudent pretender” that the said newspaper had represented
him to be, was repudiated as unfit for its respectable
columns.
If I had sent a stack of manuscript descriptive of the i
last base ball match, or a graphic account of the Saratoga
races, how welcome my communication would have been,
and how speedily given out to the compositors ! But my
facts were of a kind to show that there are supersensuous
powers in man; that the fact of spirit existence is more
than probable; that the Haeckels, the Vogts, the Buchners,
and the Feuerbachs are in the wrong, and the “ babes and
simpletons,” who have ever regarded their departed dear ■
ones as still existing in the human form are in the right— \
and therefore my statement was rejected as unworthy to /
appear on the same sheet with records of the last game at
billiards, or a full description of the last theatrical extrava
ganza.
Well, every one to his taste, the editor will plead, pro
bably, “ It is the fault of the public—of my readers—they
don’t want any of these cock-and-bull stories about inde
pendent slate writing.”
And by such ostrich wisdom—such shutting the eyes and
the mind to stupendous and notorious facts—we are repulsed
in our attempts to give the world the benefit of a knowledge
of a great phenomenon of nature—of a subject which I agree
with Mr. Frederic Tennyson in characterising as “ the great j
subject of the age.”
i
If the gentle public are thus to be kept in leading strings 1
by the editors who dislike our facts, and would stamp them I
out, I hope that newspaper readers generally will not be J
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kept in entire ignorance of the tutelage to which they are to
be subjected. Fortunately for the truth, the army of wit
nesses is daily increasing; and as well might Messieurs, the
daily editors, attempt to reverse belief in the Copernican
system as to check the growth of belief in these demon
strable phenomena, that belong to science, and are facts of
nature which our every-day experience is verifying, and
which must soon form the materials for a new psychology
pregnant with the grand, inspiring fact of man’s inherent
immortality.
Saratoga Springs, Now York, United States of America,
Sept. 29th, 1877.

A TRANCE COMMUNICATION.
(IHEOUGII MBS.

WOODVOSDfi’s

mbdiumsiut.)

In giving forth my medial experiences, I do so from a necessity
which impels me to endeavour to be useful to others, so far as lies within
my power. I say a necessity, for active usefulness is absolutely essential
to spiritual health. If I could do no more than scrub a room, that
others might enjoy its cleanliness, it would be necessary for me to per
form even that lowly use to the best of my ability.
Ona mind cannot obtain all truth in infinite perfection. It takes
many tiles to pave a floor, and multitudinous bits are employed in ona
pattern of mosaic; therefore, truth or knowledge from the spirit-world
comes through many minds; and when, by perfect knowledge, we have
eliminated imperfections, we shall behold much of the plan followed by
Divine Wisdom in the creation of the world. To this end I present my
humble contributions, imperfect as they may be.
A stranger spirit was introduced by the guardian spirits, who we
were informed had never been incarnated. I was permitted to see him.
Let us suppose that he showed me a form to which my powers of con
ception were adequate. Whatever shape he might wear to beings like
himself, to me he appeared in a human fluidic body of exquisite mould
and fairness. The whole face was a smile; and joy, innocence, intelli
gence, and benignity beamed in the glance of his eye. As I looked, two
iridescent little pinions seemed to spring from his shoulders, and, sud
denly expanding, wrapped the whole of his form in an airy vapour of
rainbow hues.
He said to me—“ I will try to teach you something. I wish that my
coming may be a source of happiness to you. Call me when you will, I
will come. When you are sad, when your spirit sighs under the
oppressiveness of earth, then call for me. I will come and wrap you
round with joy in the fresh exhilarating breeze. I love light, life,
activity. Call me Aremel.’’
Arcmcl took an early opportunity to fulfil his promise, for very shortly
afterwards, when I sat with a friend for communion with the spirits, ho
announced himself, and, putting me in the trance, gave a long address,
whilst my friend wrote as from his dictation:—
“ At the bidding of one greater than I am I come to give you some
little instruction. I have drawn the spirit of the medium forth from her
body by the power of my will, and I have entered into her to speak
through her lips, to use her brain so far as I can, to tell you of things
which I know. Bear in mind that spiritual ideas far transcend the
power of your language to convey. Language is the effort of spirit to
convey ideas from one mind to another; but from the poverty of your
languages ideas suffer in transmission, and cannot be conveyed in their
fulness. In our state of existence thought passes from mind to mind
fully and perfectly. It would be as easy to cause the ocean to flow
through a small tube, as to give the knowledge of angels through the
mind of a mortal. No language is rich or full enough, no life is long
enough. It will not be possible for me to give more than you can receive.
I must clothe spiritual ideas in earthly language, and where I perceive
they transcend your comprehension, I must cither withhold them alto
gether, or so present them in words that they may come within tho
grasp of your mind.
“ In the first place I will endeavour to give you some idea of my
nature and state of existence. The robe of flesh I now wear, in the
body of the medium, seems to me narrow and constraining; the brain
is inadequate to the reception of my intelligence, and narrows its ex
pression. I am accustomed to expand my spirit through vast spaces,
to make myself responsive and sympathetic with myriads and myriads
of beings. I love to know of the existence of many, and to embrace and
hold much within the grasp of my comprehension and knowledge ; and
my spirit is of that universally diffusive nature that it is as easy to mo
as to a mother upon your earth to feel, know, understand, and sympathise
with the necessities, perfections or imperfections of her children. Thus
I become a sort of smaller spirit-father beneath the All-Father—a lesser
god in the angelic department over which I hold sway. There are many
employed like myself. The spirit of God entering into us and making,
us one with Himself, we are powers in that universe which has pro
ceeded from Him, and are accustomed to find our great happiness in
controlling the elements of the material world under the direction of HisMighty Spirit, which, from our perfect oneness with Him, has come tobe like our own minds. I cannot tell whether I make this great subject
plain to you ; but I will try to present to you an image. God is like the
sun—we are the rays proceeding from that sun. God is the central
fountain of life, which continually flowing forth from Himself becomesthe universe, in which we, His children, whether spirits or mortals, find
the bliss of existence. Proceeding out from Him, the divine central
fountain, these life-streams (I will call them) reach at last their final point,
and become condensed, or solidified in what you call matter, or the world
of forces. Upon this circumstantial plane are your planets—earths,

where life is carried on in the more cumbrous material of perishable
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bodies, which are the mere shells of spirit. Here there is constant
change. Things appear to your finite senses to be destroyed, but nothing
is ever lost, and one substance is being constantly transmuted into another;
for it is the activity of indestructible spirit, which finding one form of
expression on the material plane useless, takes at once another. Upon
this ultimate plane occur those extraordinary convulsions of nature
which are designed to restore disturbed equilibrium, and these are under
the direction of spirits like myself. This material plane is full of the
greatest interest to us higher ones. It is as a fulcrum upon which the
great lever—spirit—moves; it is the plane of uses; it is a field for the
exercise of what you call 'forces’—I call 'spirit,’ for all is spirit or
God. It is that point to which spirit tends to work out perfection, and
becomes the ground for the feet of spirit (if you can understand me},
upon which it treads, and from which alone it can spring back again to
God. This material plane, one might say, is the necessity of God, or
the spirit, in the outworking of the great plan of creation. It is its
body, its continent, its field of action in the complete perfection of the
ultimate, or end, for what has a beginning must have an end, an interior
an exterior, or that which contains, and serves as a kind of covering, or
protection: Nothing is lost to God, for from this last circumference to
which spirit extends He draws all back again to Himself, and His life
is continually flowing out and into the whole, preserving it in the health
ful activities of His endlessly creative Spirit. No words can convey to
you the grandeur and sublimity of the scene this material plane presents
to us, and the inexhaustible interest it excites. You would think that
to us, accustomed to the grandeur of heavenly scenes, it would be little
and insignificant; but you must remember that here, too, we see God.
We are also the appointed ministers for carrying out His work, and that
is by no means insignificant. Following out the workings of spirit per
fecting itself on the ultimate plane, tracing out the plans of the Divine
mind in creation, being inspired and filled with those plans ourselves,
burning with activity and zeal, or ineffable joy in the fullness of benefi
cent power given to us to carry out the Creator’s will, in all this we
learn what God is—the great Father who gave us being, and in whom
we live and move. And then from His very life, of which we again are
the expressions, we have the infinite happiness of helping, aiding, and
inspiring those beneath us, or who are less full of divine life. It is
with supreme,'inexpressible joy we feel the divine power go out of us to
bless and renew. I can give you in the short time allotted to me but
the smallest outline of what I would convey ; but I will try to give you
ideas, clothed in the simplest words I can command, upon which your
mind may work afterwards.
“ Life in proceeding from God, the ever out-flowing but self-filling
fountain, cannot return to Him without purification. It must return in
beings capable of conceiving divine life, pure enough to share and enjoy
it; in short, made like unto the Father. Life in proceeding from God
becomes more and more gross until it becomes the opposite, or the
reverse of the divine spring, from which it emanated, that is, it becomes
the physical or natural world. Here the indwelling spirit clotlies itself in a
variety of forms—gaseous, mineral, vegetable, and human—from the lowest
and most imperfect condition or embodiment, gradually assuming more
and more power for the expression of spirit by all the various growths
or processes through which it passes, until it reaches the human form,
the highest possible embodiment of spirit. When I use the terms
‘ life ’ or ‘ spirit ’ I mean the same tiling. The end of creation is the
heaven of angels, beings who are like unto the Father from whom they
proceeded, who are inheritors of His greatness, and to each of whom
is given as much power of beneficence as he is capable of receiving.
Spirit must take form; the human is the highest and the most perfect ;
the Divine spirit ever shows itself in heaven in the angelic human form.
The highest of angels never descend into the flesh, but are spontaneous
embodiments of the spirit of God, rendered necessary in the direction
and government of the Universe. The beneficent power of these angels
is felt to the outermost circumferences of spirit; and they infill and
sway numberless other angels, who are a little less near the divine
centre, as servants or agents in their God-appointed work. I belong to
one of these secondary groups. These mighty ones are to us the Father,
and are absorbed in Him. No eye has ever beheld, or can behold, God
as He is in Himself—the one, great, everlasting Soul—the origin of all
things, but in these divine human forms He is ever coming into the midst
of His children. These angels form the innermost and highest circle of
divine life, such as we may understand it.
“ Upon the outermost circumference of spirit, or the material plane,
are the systems of planets. Each system is under the guardianship of
a body of angels, who form One Power. Some members of this body
descend upon planets under their care, to approach nearer to the pro
gressing souls, in order to teach them of divine life ; because they are so
sunk in the flesh, that if it were not for the constant care of the higher
spirits, human beings in the flesh might come to lose all sense of God.
“ It is difficult for the human mind to conceive how many beings can,
from a condition of absolute harmony, be so infilled with the Spirit of
God as to form but One Power, which is indeed to be Sons of God.
One proceeding from this vast celestial company is equal to the whole
in divinity of nature, and, in descending upon the earth, expresses God
as well as He can be expressed to mortals. These angel-teachers ever
point the way to the Father—that is, teach mortals how to subdue the
animal nature, and obtain divinity, or the angelic nature; Upon this
subject I can now say no more.
“ I have merely given you an outlined sketch of certain spiritual
truths. _ Another time I may be able to amplify, and fill in details.
“ I will now glance at another subject, for I wish to help you to see
still more beauty in the world you inhabit. I wish to teach you to look
within all things for the spirit. I wish you to see that external forms
are but the gross representations of the beauty of the infilling spirit. It
is the nature of spirit to develope itself, and on the lowest, or outermost
plane of life, it is continually growing into new forms, and into higher
and more perfect life-experiences. Spirit permeates all nature, and the
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forms of mineral, vegetable, or animal life you see before you are the
gross external expressions of the degree of progression to which the
indwelling spirit has attained. Spirit-eyes behold the indwelling spirit,
and perceive how exactly the external shape is adapted to the wants
and necessities of its existence on the material plane. In these forms, a
wonderfully subtle and sublime wisdom is displayed, wherein we read
our Father's glorious mind. This is a vast and inexhaustible theme,
upon which much knowledge, I hope, may be given you from various
sources.
“ .As the highest external form is the human, for God takes no other
form in heaven to the eyes of His angels, so in all the lower types of
spirit embodied in various forms on the earth, there is always more or
less tendency to the human form, however unlike the external shapes
may be to your mortal sight. When you have before your eyes a beau
tiful flower, there is an imperfect little spirit, in the infancy of develop
ment, embodied in the plant from which the flower has been plucked.
From the seed-rootlet it has gradually expanded into the most perfect
expression of its soul-life in matter, and can reach no higher perfection
in that embodiment. The little imperfect spirit, as yet unconscious,
can nevertheless receive impressions, which impressions educate or
develope it a short step towards intelligence. Before advancing to a
higher embodiment the plant has ripened seeds from which other plants
like itself may spring, and thus it leaves behind it the means of higher
development to spirits lower than itself in the scale of ascension;
“ This development of spirit through repeated embodiments is the
inevitable law of life on the material plane. An immensity of happiness
is experienced in the progression through different forms ; but as there
is the reverse to every picture, vicissitudes, sorrow, and pain are also
experienced. Suffering is the grand purifier, and is an indispensable
agent in progression; but the higher the intelligence the more poignant
the suffering.
“When spirit has completed the circle from God back to God again,
when it has attained the stature of the angel, it has become, by the long
road of progression, conqueror over pain, sorrow, darkness, death; and
in this particular has grown to be like unto God.
“ Could you behold this world of matter as we do, who are behind
the veil, it would be to you a scene of fairylike enchantment, except
where poor, ignorant man, self-degraded, has surrounded himself with
deformity. It is true there is sorrow, suffering, and death ; but from
the graves of that suffering and death rises the invigorated spirit into
higher existence.
“ Remember, when you tend your pets, when you gather your
flowers, it is so much life which God has placed in your hands, over
which you have power like so many lesser gods. Let your heart, then,
go forth in loving compassion to all these smaller lives. Remember,
they are surely progressing to something higher; that you may be like
a beneficent god to them, or, on the other hand, a cruel tyrant; for by
your treatment you insensibly educate them, and aid them to reach a
higher state of existence. And if ever, of necessity, their death must
come by your hand, let it be done with gentle pity and tenderness.”
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An undertaker of Dallas, named Linskie, disinterred the remains of a
man whose family was unable to pay the funeral expenses, removed
them from the casket, and reinterred them in a pauper’s coffin. Linskie
afterwards destroyed the casket. We have not before heard of a similar
transaction. Linskie can pass up head.—Corsicana Index.
To oub Readers in New York.—In future this journal will not be
supplied to casual subscribers in New York, but to those only who take
it in regularly. Those who require its continuous supply are requested
to give their orders, accompanied by remittances, to Mr. Channing D.
Miles, 123, West 40th Street, New York, or to send their subscriptions
to one of the London offices of The Spiritualist.
The Library of the National Association of Spiritualists.—•
Several Spiritualists have promised
towards increasing the number
of books in the Lending Library of the National Association of Spirit
ualists, 38, Great Russell-street, London, but have done so on con
dition that a sum of not less than .£12 shall be contributed altogether.
Others are therefore requested to enter their names as contributors,
To those who wish to present works to the Permanent Library, we may
state that it is specially lacking in books of reference, in foreign and
English dictionaries, and in dictionaries of science, art, literature, religion, biography, dates, geography, and so on. A complete set of
Beeton’s various books of reference would be of considerable use.
Complete sets of all the spiritual periodicals which have ever been
published in Australia or America should be presented to Library for
preservation, and for the permanent use of the public. A set of the
English Spiritual Times is also wanted, likewise all the new and old
Acts of Parliament, which might be called into use for the prosecution and persecution of mediums.
“ Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism.”—Dr. Eugene
Crowell’s book with the foregoing title, is taking the lead in this country
as the chief standard work in connection with Spiritualism.- Some
Spiritualists keep it for the purpose of lending it to their friends, and
during the last London season there was more demand for it from the
Lending Library of the National Association of Spiritualists than for
any other book; the copies of it in that library were almost constantly
out, in the hands of readers. Not only is the book well written, but Dr.
Crowell has attended a great number of seances, and after first making
sure of the accuracy of his facts, has drawn from them those conclusions
only which they reasonably warrant; on this account the book com
mends itself to the scientific mind. Then, again, instead of painting
Spiritualism as Vandalism prepared to upset everything, and to tear down
the good and bad alike of the culture and religious sentiment inherited
from past ages, he presents it as primitive Christianity divested of all the
artificialities imposed upon it by man. This method tends to disarm
prejudice, and has truth as its foundation.
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be re-engaged. The great secret of success is to get a medium who
joins heartily in the plan. There should be twelve persons, including
the medium, to attend, say, a series of twelve sittings in a month (three
times a week), seven adepts (thorough Spiritualists), and four neophytes.
Should there be nothing convincing in the twelve sittings, then try again
for six more.
Every month seven other adepts might be selected with four more
neophytes. This would give us on the average, say, one hundred sittings
a year, and during that time surely some of the candidates would have
received some convincing tests. Of course your readers would receive
an offioial report, say every two weeks, of what took place. 1 hope
“ M. A. (Oxon),” and other influential Spiritualists, will think over my
desultory ideas, and try to do something. I shall be pleased to hear the
opinions of others on this subject. We must try to do something in an
official way.
Berks T. Hutchinson.

SPIRIT COMMUNION.
Out! from darkness, gloom and sadness,
And the weary, sinking hoart,
Into life and light and gladnoss
Which celestial souls impart,
From that land beyond the river,
Land of God, the Beauty-Giver.
Surely earth is but phantasmal,
Symbol of a higher state;
Matter melts to rings all plasmal,
Wo have but to search and wait
Till death rends the veil in twain,
And friends long lost bo found again.

Cape Town, South Africa, Sept. 18th, 1877.

Not even to wait—for oft at eve
The spirit-sphero is joinod with ours,
And thoso loved friends for whom we grieve
Strew our earth-path with heavenly flowers;
Wo see thorn, hear thorn, clasp thoir hand,
Sure pledgo of Love’s immortal land.

Out! from darkness, gloom and sadness,
And the weary, sinking heart,
Into light and life and gladness
Which celestial souls impart,
From that land boyond the river,
Land of God, the Beauty-Giver.
Lucerne, December, 1876.

Oct.

ASTROLOGY.

Sir,—Allow me to direct the attention of those of your readers who
have been interested in the letters under the above bead in The Spirit
ualist, to an article in the September number of the Dublin University
Magazine, entitled “ Lost Elements of Ancient Lore.” To those who
believe that spirit underlies all matter, there will be no difficulty in
believing that the earth and other planets act and react upon each other
spiritually, as physical science proves they do materially. This view of
the case is well put in a communication headed “Sympathy and
Spiritual Affinity ” in the Medium, of the 21st September, apparently
in reply to a previous communication under the same heading.
When it shall be recognised that there is a material and a spiritual side
to every science—to all knowledge an outer and inner meaning—as
astronomy, i.e., “star (mechanical) law” is the material aspect of the
science of the heavenly bodies, so may “astrology,” i.e., “star-speech,”
when properly cultivated, develope into the spiritual aspect of the same
science.
H. M.

A. J. C.

orotmpoimiuc.
[Great freedomis^icen to correspondents,who sometimes expressopinions diametrically opposed
to those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot bereturned;
copies should, be keplby thewrilers.]

Bath, October 12th, 1877.

------ ,

SPIRITUALISM IN IRELAND.

fortnightly spiritualistic meetings in dalston.
Sin,—Will you kindly grant me a small space in your columns to
invite the presence of all persons interested in the study of mesmerism,
Spiritualism, and cognate matters, at the forthcoming winter fortnightly
Monday evening discussion meetings, to be held at the Rooms of the
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, on and after the Sth
of November next until the end of April, 1878. In affording increased
facilities for debate, without interfering with the ordinary weekly Thurs
day evening seances, the Council hopes that the opportunity now pre
sented may meet with the general appreciation of the members, and that
every effort will be made to create a lively interest in the proceedings,
by the introduction of their friends and acquaintances to the meetings.
Members and others are invited to contribute original papers, reports
of individual experiences, notes of experimental research, or other
matter suitable for discussion at the forthcoming Monday evening meet
ings. Those who are willing to aid the Association in this direction
during the coming winter season, are respectfully requested to commu
nicate with the undersigned, in order that dates may be fixed as far in
advance as possible.
Thomas Blyton, Hon. Sec.
Rooms :—53, Sigdon-road, Dalston-lane, Dalston, London, E.

12th October, 1877.

-------suggestions from cape tows.

Sir,—I send you a few lines to let you know that Spiritualism pro
gresses in this part of the world. Bishop Rickards, of the Roman
Catholic Church, Graham’s Town, has been ventilating the subject by
lecturing on it. He acknowledges the facts and the power of communi
cating with spirits once in the flesh, but believes them to be the work of
Satan. This lecture roused the press to opposition, which resulted in
drawing the Bishop out in several letters, which he wrote to the papers.
It is amusing to see how fearfully sceptical people are. When I show
some people my slate-writing, with the seals on the slates intact, and
when I state the tests under which I obtained the messages, they coolly
say I must have been tricked or hallucinated, and that they would not
believe it should they see the same thing. Nothing in the world would
convince such, so the best way is to allow them to wallow in their
egotism and scepticism.
The cause in England is in a flourishing condition, and in such hands
as “ M.A. (Oxon),” Dr. Carter-Blake, Dr. Nicholls, and hosts of others
well known as advanced thinkers and educated men, it cannot fail to
progress. I should like the British National Association of Spiritualists
to secure the services of a powerful physical medium for nothing but its
own seances, and pay him, say, £250 or £300 a year to be able to live
comfortably, and to be independent altogether of the outside world. By
this means Spiritualism might be better promulgated. • It should invite
two or three influential persons, who are willing to investigate at ten
or twelve sittings, on condition that should there be nothing to convince
them during the sittings, they are not to consider the subject as
finally settled.
A sort of “Esoteric Circle” should be formed, and candidates for
admission should be introduced into the facts by passing through several
initiatory stages, the managers preparing each candidate by posting him
up previous to the sittings. There is plenty of influence at home to
secure the presence of a few leading men whose testimony would go a
good way. I will gladly give towards this object my £1 Is. a year for
five years, and think every real Spiritualist (who can afford it) will do
the same. Surely there are 300 to be found in England who will do
this. Do, Mr. Editor, think over this idea. A good medium like Dr.
Monck, Williams, or Miss Wood might be secured, for say six months
or a year, and should the person selected deserve it, he or she might then
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Sir,—I have left Kilkeel, and said adieu to my warm-hearted friend,
the solitary Spiritualist of the place, with his well-stocked library of
books. That library contains many valuable and rare books on the
occult in life and being, including Spiritualism, modern, mediaeval, and
ancient, side by side with Sir Walter Scott’s Demonology, and Howitt’s
History of the Supernatural, as well as works on mesmerism, anthro
pology, hydropathy, homoeopathy, and such-like modern heresies. This
gentleman never saw the slightest phenomenon in connection with
Spiritualism or mesmerism, yet takes an intense interest in both sub
jects, and is thoroughly read up in them pro and con. He was delighted
with the two mesmeric seances I gave, the subjects operated upon being
his brother, his two servants, and himself.
In order to get to Newcastle (Ireland), where the next railway dep6t
is, we had to ride upon a “jaunting car.” The weather was fine, and
the scenery beautiful. On one side of the road could be seen farmers
and their people busily stacking wheat and corn, and thrashing was
going on, both by machinery and by hand. Upon the other side of the
road rolled in unbroken, the waves of the Irish Sea, along a shore which
extended the whole length of our route. Half-way between Kilkeel and
Newcastle I had pointed out to me the residence of a lady whose
spirit-husband was said in the neighbourhood to visit her. She is a
well-known Spiritualist.
I find that a reverend gentleman, a Spiritualist, or who at least was
one, the former editor of an English periodical now dead for want of
Christian support, has been in this neighbourhood, and was made
fully acquainted with the above story of the ghostly visitor. He sowed
some seeds of Spiritualism whilst in the neighbourhood, which I find
even at this time have not been sown in vain. I also find good work to
have been done by the tracts and books of Mr. John Scott, of Belfast, an
agricultural implement manufacturer by busin ess, but a writing medium by
choice. This indefatigable gentleman’s pamphlets, tracts, and. books on
the subject of Spiritualism, I have met with scattered profusely through
out different parts of England, and I find he has disseminated them
with no niggard hand in this country. He must spend a fortune
in this way, for he will send a large parcel of his publications to any per
son whom he has reason to believe will honestly distribute them. I
think it is only just to acknowledge the unselfish labours of this gentle
man, who works for the love of what he esteems to be honest and true,
without the inducement of earthly fee or reward. Ballynacreedy, where I
am at present stopping, contains in the person of a humble farm labourer,
a natural healer or mesmerist in disguise. He works charms and cures
Bick people by blowing, rubbing, and passes, and is wonderfully success
ful. He reads strange books for a man in his position, and has superior
knowledge to many of his masters, the farmers. He is in great requisi
tion as a horse and cattle doctor besides.
The following story will bear investigation. Old Dr. Corry, of Belfast,
whose skill as a veterinary surgeon is of no mean order, had under his
care a horse with a broken-out fetlock, bad knees, and running sores ;
the doctor failed to make a cure in this particular instance, and the
horse, which was valued at £80 before it was taken ill, was sold by its
owner to a Mr. Samuel Johnstone, farmer, in this neighbourhood, for
thirty shillings. The aforesaid farm labourer was sent for by the
farmer, who knew him by report, to see what he could do for the horse.
He proceeded to work with a bucket of hot water and some old flannel,
and he washed the sores well, eased the pain from which the poor horse
was suffering, then “mesmerised” the places by “passes in contact.”
The inflammation subsided, the swelling became less ; every three hours
the first day was the treatment continued. Next day the horse was put
to work with the plough, but the treatment continued as before. At the
end of the week there was not a running sore to be found upon him, and
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of brass, might fall heavily upon his imprudont head. Perhaps you will
require superior permission before you shake the tree; ask for it, and it will
be granted, for I am sure tho pear is ripe. Give a hearty shake of the hand
for me to Tien-Sien-Tie, and thank him in my name for having ceased dis
coursing against the plurality of existences.' I thought he would do so, and
foretold as much. (See Spiritual Magazine for December, 1875, page 567.)
And let me remind you and him of the saying of a great Italian poet
Circumstances to meet,

he was well able to work, but the animal was too good for field labour.
It came to Dr. Corry's ears that the horse was better ; he came and saw
the horse, bought it again, and paid Mr. Johnstone £20 for the animal,
which cost him only thirty shillings six weeks before. Dr. Corry said that
what completely puzzled him was that after he, with all his knowledge,
medical skill, and experience had failed, how an ignorant farm labourer
could succeed, and that, too, without any medicine.
I am getting together some very interesting information concerning
“lementary spirits.” “Lementary philosophers,” that is, those who
invoke these spirits, in this part of the country, are persons who never
heard of elementary spirits, or of the Theosophical Society of New York,
or of the wonders of Ghost-land, or the visions of gnomes and elves
in Cornish mines or elsewhere, as recorded by Emma Hardinge Britten
or Catherine Woodforde. Neither have they heard of the “ diakka ” of
A. J. Davis, another now well-known visionary. As soon as I have
sifted this curious matter, I will forward the account to your paper.
Before concluding these hasty lines, I may mention a lady mesmerist
in London, who is also known in connection with the anti-vaccination
movement, has a patient here under her treatment, and as soon as she
found that the patient was not in a position to pay anything she has
generously continued her treatment, even forwarding her “ specifics ”
without charging for postage. I sincerely wish success to all healers
who work in this way, for no true healer can refuse a case simply because
the patient is poor as well as sick. Belfast is my next stopping place,
J. Coates.
Ballynacraady, Ireland.

The wise men alone
May change their mind,
When they think fit.

I expect a reply from you, either through the Banner of Light, or in any
public way you may choose. If no reply comes from you, I and all reinearnationists will take your silence as an assent to the truth of human palingenesy.—I remain, dear John and Katie, your elder brother (you know),
2, Vico del Vasto a Chlaia, Naples, 9th October, 1877.

G.

Dam ian i.

“ NEHOSHTAN ”, AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

An article by “ M. A., Oxon.,’’ in The Religio-Ph-llosophical Journal
(Chicago, September 22nd), has found a new name for Dr. Carpenter,
After pointing out the numerous scientific inaccuracies of which Mr. A.
R. Wallace has convicted Dr. Carpenter, the writer says :—
Now, what will be the effect of such an indictment as this preferred
against a man like Dr. Carpenter by one who signs at the foot of it a
name so well known and so weighty alike in influence and in respect as
that of Alfred R. Wallace ? Will Dr. Carpenter justify himself ? He
cannot; facts are against him, and have been for the last twenty years.
(So much the worse for the facts 1) Will he reply ? Not he! He will
ignore Mr. Wallace’s paper, as he has ignored many an inconvenient
fact before. Will he, then, be discredited before his scientific brethren?
Not he; they all row in the same boat, with a few notable exceptions.
When next it occurs to him to “ take up his parable ” (I can’t say to
expound his scientific conclusion) about Spiritualism, he will be the
same glorious egotist that he has always been ; he will manipulate his
arguments (or what does duty for them) with the same delicious disre
gard for all that he dislikes ; he will meander on with the same insou
ciance through the flowery meads of imagination.

-.. .... —
MESMERISM.

Sir, —The following lines, so happily expressed, were written by an
accomplished lady, more than thirty years ago, and published in the
Bev. G. Sandby’s book, Mesmerism and its Opponents, which work is
unfortunately out of print. These lines were written at a time when
Mesmerism was undergoing the same ordeal that Spiritualism is now
passing through, viz., the reproach of Satanic agency.
ON IIEAllING MESMERISM CALLED IMPIOUS.

Call not tha gift unholy; ’tis a fair—a precious thing,
That God hath granted to our hands, for gontlest minist’ring.
Did Mercy ever stoop to bless with dark unearthly spell?
Could impious power whisper peace, the soul’s deep throes to quell?
Would Evil seek to work but good—to lull the burning brain,
And linger in some scene of woe, beside the bed of pain—
To throw upon the o’er-fraught heart the blessing of repose—
Untiring watch the oye of care in healing slumber close—
.
And as the agony of grief fell 'neath the Spirit’s will,
O’er the wild billows of despair breathe tenderly—Be still ?
Speak gontly of the new-born gift, restrain tho scoff and sneer,
And think how much we may not learn as yet around us here ;
What paths there are where Faith must lead, that Knowledge cannot share
Though still we tread the devious way, and feel that truth is there.
Say, is the world so full of joy—hath each so fair a lot,
That we should scorn one bounteous gift, and, scorning, use it not,
Because the finite thought of man grasps not its hidden source ?
Do we reject the stream, because we cannot track its course?
Hath Nature, then, no mystic law we seok in vain to scan?
Can man, tho master-piece of God, trace the unerring plan
That places o’er the restless sea the bounds it cannot pass;
That gives the fragrance to the flower, the “glory to the grass? ”
Oh! Lifo with all its fitful gleams hath sorrow for its dower,
And with the wrung heart dwell the pang and many a weary hour.
Hail, then, with gladness what may soothe the aching brain to rest;
And call not impious that which brings a blessing and is blest.
The gladden’d soul re-echoes praiso where’er this power hath been ;
And what in mercy God doth give, 0 11 call not thou unclean.”
Tottenham, October, 1877.
J. James.
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And “ thrice he’ll conquer all his foes,
And thrice he’ll slay the slain.”

If a man is impervious to such censure as Mr. Wallace’s, conveyed in
such precise tones of sustained dignity and suppressed indignation, he
is a pachyderm who must be left to history. There will come a time,
and that at no far distant date, when “ educated common sense of man
kind ” will regard such treatment of facts, as Dr. C. is not ashamed to
indulge in, with amazed and not very respectful wonder. When the
historian goes back to the annals of the past, in order to throw light on
the early story of Spiritualism, he will read with indignation the record
of the manner in which the man who assumed the scientific guidance of
seekers after truth, and whose crusade war against “prepossession”
dealt, from his responsible position, with a phase of truth against which
his own rampant prepossessions were too evidently arrayed. It is to be
hoped that he will then get fairer treatment than he has meted out to
others. Till then he must go on in his current of mischief, with such
occasional interferences as those who know better than he does about
psychic subjects, can put in his way He must cling to his thrice-told
story—lecture, magazine article, book—which has doubtless served its
purpose of bringing grist to his mill, and for which no more appropriate
motto for a reviewer could be found than that which is recorded of the
brazen serpent, where Hezekiah labelled it as recorded in 2 Kings
xviii. 4: Nehoshetn (A Piece of Brass).

REINCARNATION.

Sir,—Wishing to send a letter to my spirit friends, John and Katie
King, may I hope that you will convey it to them through the columns
of your widely-read periodical P ■
Dear John and Katio, I sond you greeting. You must recollect when,
after a series of about twonty seances, we last met in London, it was at Dr.
Perrin’s, on the evening of 24th October, 1871. On that occasion I asked you,
John, whether I could rely on your being the original, the real John King,
who had been in the flesh as Sir Henry Morgan, Governor of Jamaica. Your
reply was, “ Of course I am tho real John King ; but I must tell you that
about four centuries ago I was an Italian nobleman of groat wealth and power.
When we meet again I will tell you my story.” Following the conversation, I
asked you another question which must havo disploased you, as in a stentorian
voice you exclaimed, “ Not a bit of it ! not a bit of it ! ” and abruptly left the
circle. And you, dear Katie, you cannot have forgotten that, when John had
left, you took up the thread of tho conversation, saying, “ Yes, John was an
Italian nobleman of the north of Italy, and it was on that occasion that he
knew mo, who was then a Swiss girl.” Now, John, in The Spiritualist of 28th
September last, I find that besides Sir Honry Morgan and the Italian nobleman,
you have said that you lived also in the time of Quoen Elizabeth, and wero a
friond of Sir Walter Raleigh. Wo thus learn from your lips that you have
been on this planet threo times in about threo centuries. What can that mean,
if not your threefold return into .the flesh, and that you, awaro of tho pre
judice this doctrine meets with in England, are thus trying slily to insort the
roincarnation-wodge, waiting for better times to knock it in further? lam
not placing yon on a two-honied dilemma, John, for one of the horns is so
sharp that you must perforce hug the other and tell the wholo truth. My
exporience suggests that you must be a spirit of soven or eight incarnations :
you have already spoken of three, make a clean breast of it, and toll us of
the othora. You have worked hard to toach Spiritualism to one genoration, it
is now incumbent upon you to speak Spiritism to the rising one, which is
thirsting for new truths. Let not the fate of gentle spirit Ronalds dismay
you. You recollect how he was insulted and called a fib-teller for avowing
that he was the reincarnation of a Persian Prince. No mortal who knows you
would insult you, John, lest your lively speaking-trumpet, which is now made

Mr. and Mrs. Ortnstoun will be in England next month, but will
previously visit Paris.
Sunday Morning Meetings.—Mr. W. J. Colville informs as that
he has engaged Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford-row, London, W.C., for
three Sunday mornings, October 21st, 28th, and November 4th, on
which occasions services will be held, commencing at 11.15 a.m. Mr.
Colville will each day deliver an inspirational discourse, followed by an
impromptu poem ; the listeners will be permitted to choose the sub
jects if they desire to do so. Every seat will be free, and a voluntary
collection will be made during the service. It is to be hoped Mr.
Colville will be well supported in his efforts.
Miss Kislingbury in America.—Mr. Alexander Calder has received
the following letter from Miss Kislingbury, Secretary to the National
Association of Spirituallsts:—“Albany, New York, Sept. 25 th, 1877.—
Dear Mr. Calder,—Yesterday I received the news from New York that
a telegram had arrived giving me another month’s leave of absence from
England. Since I have been travelling about, I have had no letters
forwarded, because I was afraid of missing them, but I have now ordered
them to meet me at Niagara Falls, where I hope to arrive to-morrow.
I will not, however, lose another mail, but write at once, before starting
on my journey to-day, to beg you to convey my most grateful thanks for
this favour on the part of the Council, and for my appreciation of their
kindness and consideration. I also send my best thanks to those friends
who are looking after the work in my absence, and sincerely hope that
it will not entail any undue amount of trouble or labour. I am glad to
tell you that I am feeling much stronger and better in health, and hope
to return home quite renewed. The weather has been unusually warm
and fine for the time of year ; I have only had one day’s rain since I
left New York about three weeks ago. I hope to return there by the
1st of October, when my address will be 302, West 47th Street. With
best regards to all friends, most truly yours,
Emily Kislingbury.”
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THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.
SEANCES

FOR

INQUIRERS.

Wednesday evening, the 10th inst., this scries of seances
was resumed at the Rooms of tlie British National Associa
tion of Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell-street, London, when
thirteen sitters assembled to meet Mr. C. E. Williams, as
medium.
He was placed in a chair in the cabinet, and was tied
thereto by a stranger, who had not before attended these
seances, and in such a manner that it was not possible for
him to raise his hands more than six inches. The gas was
turned down low, and the door of the cabinet closed, but no
sign was given of anything that was inexplicable. After
sitting half an hour thus, the cabinet was locked, a coal
scuttle placed against the doors, all hands joined, and
the gas put out. With these conditions, one of the paper
tubes was thrown out through the hole in the door, two
brilliant white lights were seen at this opening, and “ Peter’s”
voice was faintly heard bidding us to sing. While singing,
luminous masses of light, more or less bright, emerged from
the cabinet and dived about fantastically to the distance of
three feet from it. Peter announced that he was outside the
cabinet, which he verified by thrumming the Oxford chimes
brought from within, and which rapidly moved about in front
of the sitters, and was heard to graze the ceiling. Two
wooden rings which had been placed in the cabinet were
thrown out and were audibly knocked on the floor near the
sitters. Peter explained that he could do no more, but on a
pressing request, he showed us one more star of light of
about an inch and a half diameter. This we took as a signal
to break up, and upon lighting we found the Oxford chimes
on the top of the cabinet, and the paper tubes and rings
outside, while the medium was discovered in a state of trance,
his fastenings having been somewhat strained by the frequent convulsive movements he appeared to have undergone,
but not bearing any evidence of their having been untied.
The sitters were much interested and satisfied, and indeed
a better test could scarcely be obtained than was afforded by
the long sweeping movements of the Oxford chimes outside
the cabinet, while the medium was assuredly within it.
On
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beings, and could not have been done in any other con
ceivable way. I make this statement as strongly as I know
how, and my oath shall be attached if needed : not that the
medium is a Messiah, or even a worthy member of a
Christian church, but neither he nor any other living man
wrote a word of that communication on that slate ; and I
am as satisfied that it was the act of spirits—persons out of
the human form—as I am that I have a wife and four
children. I would be willing to be hanged, if I deserve
hanging, on as square and unmistakable evidence as I
possess of what I have above stated.
I had many communications besides the one described
with the tied slates. I will describe one which was on his
own slates, but just as good a test, for my eyes are open
and my head is level. I took his two slates, and washed them
clean, and laid one on the other, like a double slate, and held
them out at arm’s length, and three feet or more from the
medium, and he never once touched them: the bit of pencil
began to write; I had put it between the upper and under
slates; then I opened them, and on each slate was an intel
ligent communication—one from a relative and one from a
friend. Both, it will be seen, were written at the same time,
both by different spirits and on different subjects, and the
handwriting of each was very different also. It would make
this article too long to note the several other messages—
perhaps a dozen in all—that were given me in this way, so
I will merely add that this double communication, as well
as the others, was not written by any human being in the
form, and I should stultify myself if, with all my experience
in the manifestations, I did not say that I honestly believe—
in fact, honestly know—that it was done as claimed by the
spirits of the departed.

THE CARY FAMILY AND “ THE DOUBLE.”
following instance of a double double being seen by
the assembled family is narrated in the lives of Alice and
Phoebe Cary by Mary Clemmer :—
The new house was just finished, but we had not moved
into it. There had been a violent shower; father had come
home from the field, and everybody had come in out of the
rain. I think it was about four in the afternoon when the
storm ceased, and the sun shone out. The new house stood
on the edge of a ravine, and the sun was shining full upon
it, when some one in the family called out, and asked how
Rhoda and Lucy came to be over in the new house, and the
door open. Upon this, all the rest of the family rushed to the
front door, and there, across the ravine, in the open door of
the new house, stood Rhoda, with Lucy in her arms. Some
one said, “ She must have come from the sugar camp, and
has taken shelter there with Lucy from the rain.” Upon
this another called out, “Rhoda!” but she did not answer.
While we were gazing, and talking, and calling, Rhoda her
self came down stairs, where she had left Lucy asleep, and
stood with us, while we all saw, in the full blaze of the sun,
the woman with the child in her arms slowly sink, sink,
sink, into the ground, until she disappeared from sight.
Then a great silence fell upon us all. In our hearts we all
believed it to be a warning of sorrow—of what we knew not.
When Rhoda and Lucy both died, then we knew. Rhoda
died the next autumn, Lucy a month later. Father went
directly over to the house, and out into the road, but no
human being, and not even a track could be seen. Lucy
has been seen many times since by different members of the
family, in the same house, always in a red frock, like one
she was very fond of wearing—the last time by my brother
Warren’s little boy, who came running in, saying that he
had seen “a little girl up-stairs in a red dress.” He is
dead now, and such a bright boy. Since the apparition in
the door, never for one year has our family been free from
the shadow of death. Ever since, some one of us has been
dying.
The

SLATE-WRITING PHENOMENA.
£
writes to the Banner of Light,
Boston, U.S., Sept. 29th:—
|(
I was glad to have an experience with Charles E. Wat
kins, who is staying for» short time at No. 46, Beach-street,
Boston. I will not make a long story; Mr. Watkins does \
not need it. Ilis spirit-writing in Greek with the Greek
professor at Lake Pleasant Camp-meeting, and the later
one in the Swedish language with a Swede, who told me it
was satisfactory, proves him to be a medium, and the pheno- j
menon a spiritual one.
I followed an impression I had, and bought two new slates
at a store, and had holes bored in the frames, and tied the
two slates together, and sealed the knots. The slates were
clean, and the medium never touched or saw the inside of
them. I had charge of them, and they were never out of
my sight. The room was as light as a clear afternoon sun
shining into it could make it. The tied slates lay on the
table before me and before him—not under table, but on >
the table. It took some little time, for the new slates were
not in so good mesmerically charged condition as the slates
in his common use are; but I felt as though I would like to
have the writing on the new slates, so I was patient, and
was well paid for my patience, for after a while I heard the
.atom of pencil that I had put in the slates before tying
them together beginning to write, after which I cut the
strings, and found one of the slates filled with a communi- j
cation signed by the name of a well-beloved friend and
relative who died some seven years ago.
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Now, my good reader, I know—as well as I know that the
X. X.—Those who havo had much perplexing experience in their own homos,
sun has shone to-day—-first, that, as I said, the slates were
know that thero is ono genuino' elemont of doubt in the matter, and thia
new and clean; secondly, that no one in the room or out of |
fact would greatly omphasizo your already extremely stiUng expressions.
Add your name and address to your lotter, and wo will print it.
the room (the only occupants being the medium and myself)
J. F. II.—There is no proof of spirit identity, and withholding your namo and
wrote the communication on the slate ; and, thirdly, that it
address from tho public, withdraws it from the category of authenticated
must have been done by an invisible, intelligent being or n
psychological phenomena.
Mr. John Wetherbee
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,

POEMS OF PROGRESS.

Representing the English and American Literature of Spiritaalism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury,
London, W.C.

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H.

[For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit
ualists, bnt the Association and. The Spiritualist Newspaper and
publishing business are not In any way connected with each
other.]

PRIMITIVE

CHRISTIANITY

and

MODERN

SPIRITUALISM, by Eugene Crowell. M.D., of New York.
This is a standard work on Spiritualism by a competent observer,
who, after studying its facts for many years, lias drawn from
them only such conclusions as they warrant, and who has com
prehensively dealt with the whole subject lu two volumes,
price 10s. Gd.per volume.

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A
•standard work containing interesting land. well-authenticated
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains
an elaborate essay defining the author’s views of the relation
ship of Spiritnalism to tlic Christian Church. 7s. Gd.

Given by spirits through

the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work,
is a collection of beautiful poems. 7s. Gd.

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER
WHICH HELPED THEM TO PERFORM MIGHTY WORKS.
By Allan Putnam. 6s.
S. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr.
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York, and the
book consists of descriptions of seances at which materialised
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Eddy Brothers,
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seances,
are included in the work. 12s. 6d.

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces
of music, and 650 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John S. Adams.
5s.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Washington A. Dauskin, 4s. Gd.

POEMS BY AOHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a
public trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy.

5s.

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds.

7s. Gd.

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration
ally through the mediumship of Mrs. Marfa M. King.

7s. Gd.

LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the
testimony of the departed about the world beyoud the grave. 5s.

FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL

WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb
ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. Gd.

WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.; contains

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of
the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary,
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual
ism for two years without engaging 'the services of any profes
sional medium, after which they published the report. Original
edition, 15s.; moderately abridged edition, 5s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.8.
The best work ever
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of
the physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 5s.

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly
argument in reply to Hume’s “ Essay on Miracles." It also
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations,
and contains some of the personal experiences of Mr, Wal
lace. 5s.

PLANCHETTE'; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE,
by Epes Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti
cated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship
of Spiritnalism to Religion and Science is also given. 5s.

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey.
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritnalism.
bound, with gilt edges. 2s.

Neatly

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. AV.
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S. This
book consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific
aspects of Spiritnalism. 3s. 6d.

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A Binney, A practically useful work
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes
sional and non-professional mediums, also about the periodical
and other Literature of Spiritnalism. 3s.

THE OTHER WORLD,

by

the

Rev.

G.

F.

Lee, D.O.L. This newly-published book contains Facts
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions,
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. The author artinite the
reality of Spiritual visitations, but considers modern Spiritual
ism to be diabolical. He, however, gives valuable facts, pre
viously unpublished, and prints the only authorised and com
plete account of the Apparition seen by ono of the ancestors of
Lord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo.» 15s. ,

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged
ability, gives an account of the materialisation of Spirits in
England and America during the past few years in the presence
of famous mediums, and, as a rule, before educated witnesses
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology,
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her
taken by Mr. Harrison by the aid of the magnesium light. 5s.

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev.
William Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The
Anti-Supcrnaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Bexeving Spirit; The • Scriptures aud Pnenmatology; Miracles
and ((Science: the Spirit; and the Prophets Thereof; Anti
Supernatural Misunderstandings; the Last Ecstatic; Matter
ana Spirit; the Outburst of Spiritualism; Thoughts on Spiri
tualism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; the
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit; Jcsns aud the Spirit;
Jesns and Resurrection; the Church and .the Spirit iSnio.,
500 pp. Cloth 10s. Gd.

ALLAN KARDEC’S “SPIRITS’ BOOK” (Blackwell).
7s. Gd.
THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In
this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
by vision events connected with the early history of geological
specimens • these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and other
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like
wise saw the scenes by wliich these prehistoric animals (were
surrounded.
The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the
inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by tlie
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. The substance
of a review of this book iu " The Spiritualist ” was to the effect
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the uarratives
therefore narrows itself down to tlie question of the reliability
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac
curate results and sometimes Inaccurate results. Tlie review
further expresses the opinion that if ever interplanetary com
munication should be established, it will be by means of clair
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood
spiritual powers in man. Three Vols. 21s.; or 8s. per single
volume.

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits
through the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of a'trumpery
character, but these beautiful poems give evidence that all spirit
utterances are not so. " rhe Prophecy of Vala,” published
in this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen
Poe, Is better than any which that poet wrote during the whole
of his lift on earth. Best edition, gilt, 10s. Gd.; cheap edition
7s. Gd. ,

ISM, by M. P.

2s. Gd.

experiments on Mesmerism and arguments relatiugto Free Will.
2s'. Gd.

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS
S

Oriental Religions (Johnson)
....
24
Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book,
recommended by The Spiritualist Newspaper
2
Keys of the Creeds
.
.
.
.
5
The Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A book containing in
teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism
14
History of American Socialisms (Noyes) .
. 18
The
Romantic
History of Buddha (Beal ....
------------12
Catena of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal)
.
.
.
’15
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen * 7
Travels of Fah-Hian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from
China <to India (400 a.d. and 618 a.d.). Translated from
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B.A., Trin. Coll., Cam.
. 10
The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zulus’,
by the Rev. Henry Callaway. M.D. In six parts
16
The Life and Teachings of Coufucius. Translated Into English
with Preliminary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James
Legge, D.D.
......
10
Myths and Myth-makers. Old Talcs and Superstitions inter
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10
Awas-I-Hindi; or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 5
The Life and Works of Mencius. Translated Into English
from the Chinese Classics,by James Legge, D.D,, LL.D. . 12
On Exalted States of the Nervous System; an (alleged) ExElanation of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism,
'reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photography, Faith
Will, Origin of Life. Anaesthesia, and Nervous Congestion
by Robert H. Collyer, M.D.
12
The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P. Brown
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of America
at Constantinople.
,
.
,
.
.
. i
Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North
Germany and the Netherlands, by Benjamin Thorpe. In
three vols. ...
.
18
The Koran: commonly called the Alcoran of Mahomnied.
Translated into English immediately from the original
Arabic, by George Sale .
10

voyant. Gs.
By Lizzie Doten.

An inspirational poem.

2s.

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. Gd.
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive

LIGHT

OF

FROM THE

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. 6d.
RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 6s. Gd.
OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. Gd.
BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood’s
translation.) 7s. 6d.

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s.
THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. O. Barrett.
7s. Gd.

AROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s.
STATUVOLENCE ; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM
BULISM. 7s. Gd.

MRS. CROWE’S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.
THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6d.
GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. An interesting
little book, containing messages given by Spirits through the
Writing Mediumship of a Lady. 2s. Gd.

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and
Dr. Daniel H. Tuke.

25s.

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. Gd.
THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU,
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the
Amazuln and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon
Callaway, M D., in three parts. 12s.

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
by Thomas P. Barkas.

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the
Rev. Bourchier Wrey Saville, M.A.

4s. Gd.

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. Gs.
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson
Tuttle.

2s. Gd.

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for
the use of Spiritualists. Paper, Gd.

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAFT, by Sir Walter
Scott. 6s.

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH.

A Record of Strange

Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, etc. 3s. Gd.

{STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. Gs.

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO
BIOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD’S CHILD, by Warren Chase.
48. Gd.

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com
munications from many Spirits by tho hand of Isaac Post.
6s. Gd.

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by
J. O. Barrett and J M. Peebles.

LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE, described by a Spirit
through a Writing Medium. 3s.

WORKS BT ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,
Tlie “ Poughkeepsie SeerP
Nature’s Divine Revelations
The Physiciau. Vol. I. Gt. Harmonia
The Teacher.
„ II.
„
The Seer.
„ III.
„
.,
The Reformer.
„ IV.
„ .
,
The Thinker.
„
V".
„ .
Magic Staff. An Autobiography of A J. Davis .
A Stellar Key to the Summer Land
Arabula, or Divine Guest
....
Approaching Crisis ; or, Truth v. Theology.
Answers to Ever-recurring Questions from tho People
Children’s Progressive Lyceum Manual
Death and the After-Life
....
History and Philosophy of Evil
,
Harbinger of Health .....
Ilarmonial Man; or, Thoughts for the Age
Events iu the Life of a Seer. (Memoranda.)
Philosophy of Special Providence
Free Thoughts Concerning Religion
Penetralia; Containing Ilarmonial Answers
Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse
Tlie Inner Life ; or, Spirit Mysteries Explained ,
The Temple—on Disease of Brain and Nerves .
The Fountain, with Jets of New Meanings
Tale of a Physician ; or. Seeds and Fruits of Crime
The Diakka and their Earthly Victims
Conjugal Love; Truth v. Theology .
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Simultaneously Witnessed by the Author and Other
Observers in London,
By WILLIAM H. HARRISON.
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price Is.; post free Is. Id.

SPIRIT

Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. 6d.

WORLD.

0
0
6
0
6

4 scientifically accurate description of Manifestations
recently produced by Spirits, and

principles, 5a. Gd.

FLASHES

6
0

SPIRIT PEOPLE.

STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair

THE INNER MYSTERY.

d.
0

38, Great Russell Street, London, IF. C.
Or of Messrs. Colby

and Rrcn, 9, Montgomery-strect
Boston, U.S.

Opinions of the Press.

“ As a dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have
Investigated the Bnbject without pre-conceived ideas, and the
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with
those of Messrs. Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of
the genuineness of the communications alleged to be
given by the spirits of the departed, Into the much vexed
question of d priori objections to Mr. Harrison’B opinions we
shall not now enter. We will only say that his descriptions of
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is
rigorously logical.”—Public Opinion.
“At the outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any
intention of proselytising or forcing his opinion down nonSpiritualistic throats, and it is only fair to admit that the
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument and
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumbfounding nature.”—London Figaro.
“Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are bo
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited.”—
Morning Advertiser.
“ The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which
Mr. Harrison seems to have approached the question, emi
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful
perusal of his little booklet, we arc bound to acknowledge that
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what he be
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The
mode in which Mr. Harrison has discharged histask is praise
worthy ; but what of the task itself? To those who are un
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those socalled, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the
spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the
system, the revelations contained in Spirit People will appear
startling and antecedently Impossible.”—South Wales Daily
News
Limp cloth, red edges. Price Is. Id., post free.
W, H. Harrison, 38, Great Russell Street, London, W.O.

Price 2d.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE IDEN-

TICAL WITH MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By F. J.
Theobald. This useful little pamphlet is intended to meet
a growing want among a largo number of inquirers into Spirit
nalism. It consists of a carefully selected and condensed
collection of instances of medial power and Spiritualistic phe
nomena as recorded in the Scriptures, and shows their analogy
to and connection with the manifestations now gaining such
great power throughout the world, especially among so-called
“Modern Spiritualists,”—W. H. Harrison, 38, Great Russellstreet, Bloomsbury London, W.O,
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he great question of the day.

MESMERISM AND ITS PHENOMENA,

T

How to Prevent Premature Death from Disease, or
Prevention of the Propagation of Infectious Diseases. Startling
but True.
How long are we to be left in sanitary matters at the mercy
of the ignorant and careless? The Times states that 100,000
cases annually of illness from typhoid fever alone may be set
down as preventable. Upwards of 500,000 persons have died
of this preventable diseaRo since the death of PRINCE
ALBERT THE GREAT AND GOOD. Under the Mosaic
law the nations were in a higher position in sanitary matters
than the world to-day, while their appliances were rude in
comparison to ours.

NQUESTS. —A STARTLING ARRAY OF
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HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT
HOME.

OR

ANIMAL MAGNETISM,
Py the late Wm. Gregory. M.D., F.R.S.E., .Professor of
Chemistry at Edinburgh University,
Dedicated by the Author by Permission to His Grace
the Duke of ATgylL
The second and slightly revised and abridged edition, for
its quality and size the cheapest large work ever published
in tbis country in connection with Spiritualism.
Just published, price 5s, or 5s. Cd post free; or five copies
post free for 21s. Copies may also be had bound in half
calf, with marbled edges, price 8s. Cd. per volume, post free.

19, 1877,

Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
professional medium present. Should no results be obtained
on the first occasion, try again with other sitters. One or
more persons possessing medial powers without knowing it
are to be found in nearly every household.
Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool
rather than warm—let arrangoments be made that nobody
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one
hour during the sitting of the circle.
Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about
the same number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered
wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in contact with
its top surface. Whether the hands touch each other or not
is usually of no importance.
Any table will do, just large
enough to conveniently accommodate the Bitters. The re
moval of a hand from the table for a few seconds does no
harm, but when one of tho sitters breaks the circle by leaving
the table it sometimes, but not always, considerably delays the
manifestations
Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-pencils
and some sheets of clean writing paper on the table to write
down any communications that may be obtained.
, People who do not like each other should not sit in the same
circle, for such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifes
tations, except with well-developod physical mediums; it is
not yet known why. Belief or unbelief has no influence on
the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is fre
quently found to be a weakening influence.
Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in
general conversation or in singing, and it is best that neither
Should be of a frivolous nature.
The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a
feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first
manifestations will probably be table tiltings or raps.
When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to
the table as to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table that
three tilts or raps mean “Yes,” one means “No,” and two
mean “Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 'under
stood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “ If I
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a mes
sage ? ” Should three signals be given, set to work on the
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of
communication is established.
Afterwards the question Bhould be put, “Are we sitting in the
right order to get the best manifestations ? ” Probably some
members of the circle will then be told to change seats with
each other, and the signals will afterwards be strengthened.
Next ask “Who is the medium?’’ When the intelligence
asserts itself to be related or known to anybody present, wellchosen questions should bo put to test the accuracy of the
statements, as the alleged spirits are found to exhibit all the
virtues and all the failings of humanity.
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