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IRKBECK BANK, — Established 1851.—

29 & 80, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane, W.C,

DEPOSITS reeeived at INTEREST for stated periods or re-

payable on demand. On Current Accounts, Interest allowed

on’ the minimum monthly balances. Cheque Books supplied,
and Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issned,

The Bank undertalkes the custody of Securities of Customers,
and the Collection of Bills of Exchange, Dividends and
Coupons. Stocks and Shares purcheased and sold, and
advances made thercomn.

Office Hours from 10 till 4, excepting Saturdays, then from
10to 2. Or Mondays the Bank is open until 9 in the Evening.

A Pamphlet with full particulare, may be had on application.

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.

DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS

INTO SPIRTTUALISM.
ESTABLISHED 1870,
In alliance with the British National Associati

of Spirit

PRESIDENT.

HENRY D, JENCKEN, ESQ., MR.IL
(Barrister-at-Law, Member of Council and Honorary Secretory
of the 4 ssociation for the Reform and Codification of

. the Law of Nations.)
VICE-PRESIDENT.
AMELIA CORNER.

CouNorr,
Mr. R, Pomeroy Tredwen,
Mr, Alfred E. Lovell, Mrs. M. Theresa Wood,
Mr, Jonathan Tozeland, Mr. John Rouse,
Mr. Thomas Wilks.

HONORARY SECRETARY & TREASURER—MR, THOMAS BLYTON.
RooM8—74, NAVARINO-ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E,

MES.

Mr. Thomas Blyton,

The ohiects of this Association are to collect well-anthenticated
acts affecting Spiritualism ; to offer facilitics fo investigators; and,
by various mwecans, to induce inquiry into Spiritualism.

Ordimary experimental sdances are held weekly, on Thursday
evemngs, at 7.45 p.m. The las{Ilhursduy evening in each month is
devoted to special séances with projessional media, lectures, disouse
siong, reading of papers, or narration of experiences of investigators,

In addition to the weekly meetings and seances, Members of the
Association have the privilege of attending the public seances of
several well-kmown professional medinms on payment of reduced
fees, particulars of which can be ascertained on application to the
IHonorary Secretary ; and, also, of utilising the well-stoeked Library,
comprising numerous standard works on Spiritualism and kindred
subjects. All the linglish Spiritualist ncwspapers and magazines are
regularly suppiied to the rooms for the perusal of Members.

Copies of the prospeetus, rules and regulations, directions ¢ for
formation of circles and conduet of seances,” and library catalogue,
with any furtber information, can be obtained on application to the
Tolorary secretary.

Subscription for Ordinary Membership i—-Annual, 10s.; half-
yearly, &s.: quarterly 3s, AH subscriptions payablein advance,
The quarterly payments are due on tho last day in the months
of March, June, September, and December respsctively.

Life Membership :—~Persons approving of the purposes of
the Association, and desirous of aiding the same, can becoma
life racmbers on payment of & mirumum donation of £2 2s,

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS.
35, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, W.C.

AGENDA FOR JANUARY, 1877,

Fednesday, 3rd.—Soiree at 38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, at
p.m. Musie, Conversation and Refrosh-
ments. Open to members and friends,
Admission, 1s,
Thursday, 4th—Mr. Blackburn's Seance,
Eglinton, medium,
Friday, Sth~THouse and Offices Committee, at 6.30 p.m.

at 7.30. Mr.

" Conferenee Committee, at 7 p.m,

" Soiree Committes, at 7 pm,

. Tranee Seance, at 7.30 p.m. Mr, J. J. Morse,
medium, Tickets, 1s. each.

Tuesday, 9th-Correspondence Committee, at 5,45 pam,
" Finance Committee, at 6 p.m.
. CouNCIL MEETING, at 6 30 p.m.
Thursday, 11th~Mr, Blackburn's Seance, at 7.30 p.m. Mr,
‘W_ Eglinton, medium.
Priday, 12th—~Experimental Research Committee, at 6.30

p.m.
Monday, 15th—D13CUSSION MEETING at 8 p.m.
Friday, 19th.—Experimental Research Committes, at 6.30

p.m. .

Thursday, 25th.~Conference Committee, at 6 p.m, 1.
» Soiree Committee at 6 p.m.
” Seance Committee at 7 p.m.

The present series of BMr. Blackburn’s Seances being closed
on the 11th of this month, a course of private Seances will be
arravged for Members only, if & sufficient number should send
in their names to the Secretary, It is desirable that each
Member subscribe for a course of not less than three Seances,
Tickets, 2s. 6d, each.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

A GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS
WILL BE HGLD IN LONDON, AT

38, GREAT RUSSELL, STREET, BLOOMSBURY,
On the Tik, Sth, and 9th of February, 1877.

The following subjects are offered as suggestions for papers,
but essays on kindred subjects will also be received :—

1. The Best Tests of the Genuineness of Physical Phenomera,

2. The Scientific Aspects of Spiritualism.

3. Hag Spiritualism given any New Truths to the World?

4. The Kvidences of the Ideutity of Communicating Spirits.

5, The Relation of the Law to Public Mediums.

6. The Aims, Ends, and Uses of Modern Spiritualism.

7. The Best Mcans of Directing Attention to the Importance
of the Private Tnvestigation of Spiritvalism.

8. Spiritualism as a Religions Influence.

Al papers to be sent to the Secretary, 38, Great Russell-
street, Bloomsbury, not later than January 20th, 1877; the
papers to remain the property of the Association, subject 10
the conditions laid down in rule 37.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
SPIRITUALISTS,
SPECIAL SEANCES

A Series of THREE SPECIAL SEANCES will be held at
38, Great Russell-street, on Tuesdays, 16th, 24rd, and 30th
January.

Members desiring Tickets for the same, either for a single
Seance or for the Course, are requested to send in applications

without delay.
E. KISLINGBURY, Secretary.

OF

ARDIFF.—FREE LIBRARY of Scientific
and Spiritual Literature, 157, Bute-road, Cardiff. Ad-
dress, G. Sadler, 157, Bute-road, Crodiff.

EASTLONDON SPIRITUALINSTITUTION
15, ST. PETER’S ROAD, MILE END, E.

Inspirational addresses every Sunday evening at seven.
Admission free; voluntary contributions, Developing circles
held on Mondays st eight, application by letter. OUpen seancs
on Wednesdays at eight. Quarterly subscriptions to admit to
both eircle and seance, 3s. 6d.; for seance only, 2, 6d.

E. W, WALLIS, Managesr.

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

OFFICES—(, LOUGHBOROUGH-ROAD-NORTH, DRIXTON,

THE object of the society is to promote the study of
Psychology and Spiritualism, sud kindred subjects.

Tor information as to rules of membership, &c., &e., apply
to—

H. E. FRANCES, HoN. S5¢, !

Lately published, in two volumes, 8vo, cloth, price 28s.

PHILOSOPHICAL TREATISE on the
NATURE and CONSTI CUTION of MAN., By GREORGE
G. HARRIS, LL.D, F.8.A, Barrister-at-law, Vice-President of
the Psychological Society, and of the Anthropological Institute B
aud Author of *“The Theory of the Arts,” Civilisation con-
sidered as a Science,” &e.
- This work embraces o comprehensive and complete survey
of the nature and coostitution of man, physical, moral, and
intellectual, exhibiting, moreaver, the mutual connection and
de'p(_andencel of each branch. Toples connected with the
spirimal being, and the leading opinions on this subject,
including the nature, ossence, properiies, and mode of opers-~
tlon of the soul; the alliance between matter and spirit;
reason and instinet, their affinity and diversity, more espe~
cially, are here discussed; and a new theory is propounded of
our 1nte11ectu§,l system, as also respecting the distribution,
mode of action, diseipline, and cultivation of the mental
faculties.

Eminent authorities on cerfain of the subjects here embraced,
among them some distinguished writers on psychology, physio-
logy and natural history, foreign as well as English, have been
in correspundence with, and have been consulted by- the
author, by several of whom valuable notes. which will ba read
with much interest, on various and important controverted
points, have been contributed,

**The writer who undertakes a work like this, requires at
once a comprehensive intelieet, a widespread reating and
experience, an unprejudiced mind, and almost superhuman
industry, Al these qualities appear to be combined in Mr,
Harris,”" — Westminster Review,

“A treatise so ambitious and comprehensive in subject and
scope, demands great narural powers, immense re-earch,
patient meditation, and assimilation of the labours of otheis.
All these requisites Mr. Harris brings to his task. Iis work
proves that a searching inquiry into mau’s nature is alike
independent of two extremes, the negation of Atheism, and
theological intolerance, A perusal will lead every man of
faith to inquire more, and every man of science to believe
more.—Hour, :

“This worlk is one of considerable value, and of deep interest.
Indeed, it is somewhat difficult to lay it down when you have
ones become absorbed by its contents, ‘We moreover venture
to assert that it is impossible to read a single chapter of the
book without being siruek with the vast array of suthorities,
ancient and modern, that have heen read or consulted. the
wide and varied information sought or obtaived, and the
original thought displayed in dealing withits deeply interesting
and abstruse objects of research.”—Jokn Bull.

¢ Dr, Harris has evidently read the writings of both ancient
and moaern anthropologists and philosophers with ears; and
the work will always be valuable as indieative of deep re-
search, and a sound, though diffuse, method of treating the
subject, Every quality and style of thought are represented
by the gentlemen who have contributed to the notes, which
range from the thoughs of Mr. Gladstone and Dr, Newman to
those of Sir John Lubboek. Y= Public Opinion.

“This i & most elabnrate and learned production, and
testifies on the part of its author his immense resecarch and
great ingenuity. It 13, without the name, an Encyclopedia
of man, Ur, Harris’s work is very valuable as a great collec-
tion of faets, most of them thoroughly sifted by himself, and
many of them having been subjected to the correction of
acknowledged authorities."— Dundee Advertiser.

*‘The present work is the first attempt of the kind; and Dr,
Harris deserves praise for the origin and completion of his
most Inborious performance. In these frivolous days, such
books and such anthors are rare. Altogether, it is a produe-
tion highly creditable to the intelligance and industry of the
anthor, and one which no one interested in the suhject on
which he writes can read without profit."—Literary Worid.

“'We have probably quoted enough from this very thought-
ful and suggestive work to induce the many members of the
Institute who are interested in the psychological treatmeut of
the question, to seek pleasurs and instructivn in its pages.
Added valne is given to it by the interesting circumstance
that the proof sheets of severnl portions were submitted to
learned friends of the author—such as Sir John Lubbock, Dr.
Richardson, Dr. Newman, and many others—and have been
;nrtipthed by their comments,"—Journal of the Anthropological

nsiiiute.
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Just published, 2s. paper covers; 3s. cloth.

IFE BEYOND THE GRAVE: described by
a Spirit throogh & Writing Medium.
E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C.

EIGH SPIRITUALISTS’ ASSOCIATION

MEETING ROOM.—Any books and pamphlots relative

to Spiritualism will be thankfully recaived and duly ackvow-

ledged for the above ‘Association Room, by George F, Turner,
Brown-street, Leigh Lancashire

ANTED, A SITUATION as CLERK,

ACCOUNTANT, or MANAGER OF SIOP. Good

references ; used to the book and newspaper trade; by E. W.
Wallis, 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile-end-road, E.

EVERIDGE AND CO., Printers of Z%e

Spiritualist, FULLWOOD'S-RENTS, HOLBORN, W.C.

Respectfnlly sunounce that they execute ALL descriptions of
Printing, Estimates forwarded on application, .
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Rue de Louvain, Brussels,
Tho Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—H, E. Frances,
Esq., 22, Cowley-road, Brixton, S.W.

The Spiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth, Secretary, M. Anton
Prochaszka, Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gassc, 23,
Buda-Pesth, Hungary,

Dalston Associgbion of Enquirers into Spiritnalism. Hon. Secretary,

I Blyton. Esq., 74, Nayarino-road, Dalston, E.
The Cardiff Spiritual Society. Hon. Sec., H. C. Emery, Esq., Si.
. L Mary-street, Cardifl. S
Sociedad Espiritista Espanota, Cervantes 34, 29, Madrid, Presi-
. - dent—1l Visconde de Torres-Solanots
Sacicdad Espirita Centrat de 1a Republica Mexicana Presidente
Senor Refugio T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Amecdo, Mexico,

0

THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SPIRITUALISTS,

83, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON,

This organisation, comprising several hundred members,

has public offices. a reading-room and library, with & secretary

in attendance to reeeive visitors and answer inquiries. Seances

can be attended by recommendation from a member, Terms,
for use of library and roading-room, one guines per annur.

THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL
SOCIETY.

OrFIcE-BEARERS For MIDSUMMER, 1876.

President.—William Hitchman, Esq.,, M,D,

Vice- President.—Mr. John Ainsworth.
Secretary.—-Mr, George Browne, 42, Eastlake-strect, Everton,
Preasurer.~Mr, £dward Nock.,

Trustees,~Mr, James Wason, Mr Joseph Shepherd, Mr, John
Chapman.

Executive Committee.—Mrs, F. A, Nosworthy, Mrs, Hulley, Mrs,
Ainsworth, Miss Hilton, Dr. Hitehman, Mr. Richard Nos-
worthy, Mr. Vaughan, Mr. John Lamont, Mr, Meredith, and
Mr, john Priest. )

Auditors—~Mr, H. J. Charlton, and Mr, Vaughan.

THE object of this Association is the discovery
of truth in connection with Psychology.

The Society seeks to attain its object by the following
measures, or such of them as from time to time are found to
be practicable.

I.—By frequent meetings of its members for conference,
inguiry, instruction, mental improvement, gpiritual culture,
social intercourse, and healthful recreation,

2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, for
the purpose of developing their physical, mental, &nd spiritual
powers.

8.—By the dissemination of knowledge by means of public
discussion, lectures, reading-rooms, the press, and spirit com-
munion.

July, 1876,

TRAKGE VISITORS.—A series of original
papers, embracing Philosophy, Seience, Government,
Reiigion, Poetry, Ars, Fiction, Satire, Humour, Narrative, and
Prophecy, by the spirits of Irving, Willis, Thackeray, Byron,
Bronté, Richter, Hawthorne, 'Wesley, Humboldt, Browning,
and others. These wonderful articles were dictated through
a Ciairvoyant, while in a trance state, and are of the most
intensely interesting and enthralling nature. Cloth, 6s.
Colby and Rich, Boston, U.S, and Spirdfualist newspaper
branch office.

Published on the firgt of each month. Price Sixpence,

THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE, EDITED BY
GEORGE SEXTON, I'L.D, ete. This Magazine is the
oldest of the periodicals devoted to the cause of Spirituslism,
having now been in existence for upwards of fiftcen years.
It has from the firat taken & very high stand in the literature
of the movement, having been contributed to by men of the
greatest literary ability, and contained only such articles as
were likely to have a permanent interest.
London: Smart and Allen, London-house-yard, Paternoster«
row.

RS. OLIVE has a FREE SEANCE for
. Healing every Monday morning at 11 punctual. The
Pubhq Seances on Tuesday 7 o’clock and Fridays 3 pm.
are discontluued, but Spiritualist friends are admitted as
usual af those hours: FPrivate consultations by arrangement,
one guinea. Trance, cluirvoyance. healing, development, &c.
Lstablished seven years. Residence, 15, Ainger-Terrace, King
Henry's-road, N.W. Close to Chalk Farm Station.

R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL
- TRANCE SPEAKER, has returned to England, and
is now prepared to receive calls as usual, to lecture in London
or the provinces, All Letters to be addressed to him at
‘Warwick Cottage, 01d Ford-road, Bow, London, E,

"\{[DLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps.
].?L - At home from 12 to 5 o'clock. 173, Rue St. Honor¢,
aris,

D] R. DE CAUX, Mesmeric Healer, and

Medical Galvinist, attends upon patients at their own
regidence, or at his rooms—33, Alfred-sireet, Bedford-square,
London, W.C.

RS, KANE AT HOME Tuesdays, Thurs-

days, and Saturdays from throe to five o'clock.—34
Guildford-street, Russell-square, London, W.C.

MR. C. E. WILLIAMS,
61, LAMBS CONDUIT STREET, W.C.

At home daily from 12 till 5. On Mondsy, Thursday and
Saturday evenings from 8 o’clock, for reception of friends.
Address as above,

AN APPEAL TO SPIRITUALISTS.

R. ALDRIDGE (Heauine Mrpivm) has
been very unsuccessful in Business this last § years,
and failed about 8 months ago—since that time he has tried to
obtain employment but could not, which has rendered himself
and family quite destitute, Ile is desirous of Emigrating to
Australia by the Assisted Passage, which will ‘cost about £25,
with Qutfit and Clothing necesgary for the voyage, which he
hopes to raise by Subscription, The next Ship sailg about the
middle of January, Cast-off Clothing will be very acceptable,
there being three young children,
7, Allen-road, Stoke Newington, N, 12th Dec,, 1876,
The particulars of this case are known to Mr. J. Wilks of the
Dalston Asgociation of Inquirers into Spirituslism.

MRS. BURKE'S
BOARDING HOUSE FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
8, UPPER BEDFORD PLACE, RUSSELL SQUARE, W.C

THE long-expressed want of & metropolitan centre whers
Spiritualists visiting London can secure domestic eomforts
without the inconvenience of g public hotel, has, by the
gonerous efforts of friends of tbe Cause, led to the establish-
ment of the above Private Boarding House, It is con-
veniently located for the principal railways, and is in the
very ares of the spiritunl movement. Ity arrangements have
been designed with a special view to the requirements of
Spiritualists,

Applications should be made as far as possible in advauce,

MANAGER—DRS. A, C, BURKR

EDIUMSHIP: ITS NATURE AND
A VARIETIES.—~A Pamphlet containing useful infor-
mation for tbose who hold or who are about to hold spirit
circles in their own homes. Published at Zhe Spiritualist
newspaper branch office, 88, Gireat Russell-street, London
;Ngd Price 1d.; post free for 1}d.; or six copies post free
or 6d.

Republished from Zhe Spiritualist for July 14th,

PIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE IDENTI-
CAL WITH MODERN SPIRITUALISM, By F. J.
THEOBALD. Prics 24,
London: E. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.; W. H,
Harrison, 33, Grreat Russell-street, W.C.; F.J. Theobald,
13, St. John’s-road, Lewisham High-road, S.E.

HE TRAPPED MEDIUM; OR, THE TWO
CLEVER SCEPTICS. A pamphlet by Christian
Reimers.—This brochure contains o series of illustrations,
getting forth the exciting adventures of Professor Molecule,
F.R S, X.Y.Z,, BLG.A.8.8.,and hisassistant, Dr, Protoplaster,
in their investigation of Spiritual Phenomena, Itis an excel-
lent littte book for distribution among scientific men and dis-
believers in Spiritualism generslly. A review of it in 7%e

Just Published, Price 2a.
ALIFORNTIAN HOMES FOR EDUCATED
ENGLISHMEN. A practical suggestion for a model
colony—Congenial English society, lovely scenery, a delightful
climate, and the most fertile of soils, By Frederick A. Binney.
London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co.

" HERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, SPIRIT-
UALISM EXPLAINED., By Fredk. A. Binney.
Third Editlon, Price 3s.
LONDON ;—SIMPKIN, MARSHALL & C0,

RS. WELDON’'S ORPHANAGE.—

“Grannie’s Nursery Rhyme Book” will be published
25 soon as Mrs. Weldon has obtained 500 subscribers at s. It
will be illustrated, and will contain thirty original tunes in all
the different keys. (The words of several of them are also
original) Two sare by Ch, Gounod, also a hymn at the
beginning of the book. *Souvenir,’ Ch. Rawlings, &c., will
also contribute, but the greater number are by “Grannie "
herself. Mrs. Weldon sells everything which is given her, for
the benefit of the Orphanage. Gifts of old clothes are likewise
most aceeptable. Address, Mrs. Weldon, Tavistock Houge,
Tavistock-square, W.C.

Spirituatist newspaper says that the psmphlet displays real
genius, Price 6d.: post free, 63d. Spiritualisi newspaper
branch office.

EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’études psycho-

logiques, fondé par Allan Kardec, appears on the Ist

of every month. Price, 1 franc. Published by the Société

Anonyme, 7. Bue de Lille, Paris. Post Office orders payable
to M. Leymaxrie,

HE BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest
journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the
world! Issued wcekly, at No, 9, Montgomery-place, Boston,
Mass. Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B,
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, editor: aided by a
large corps of able writers, 1%he Banner s a first-class, eight-
paged family paper, containing forty columns of interesting
and instructive resading, embracing a literary department,
reports of spiritual-Jectures, original essays—upon Spirituali
philosophical and scientific subjects; editorial department
spirit-msssage department; contributions by the most talented
writers in the world, &c, &c. Terms of subscription, in
advance, 16s. per annum; Spirituaiist Newspaper Branch
Office, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.0,
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THE PROSEOU.TION OF DR. SLADE BY A CONSERVATIVE
' GOVERNMENT.

A LETTER FROM MR. GLADSTONE.

Tue following letter was read at the meecting of the
Spiritualists’ Defence Committee last Monday :—

Hawarden, January Gth, 1877,

Sip,—I am precluded by a general rule from signing the memorial
ou have sent me, but I am as yet wholly ignorant of the grounds on
which the Government can have arrived at a decision that the country
ghall become the prosecutor of Dr. Slade. The decision is to me &
surprising one, but I reserve any opinion.

Your faithful and obedient,

A, Joy, Esq. W, . GLADSTONE.

The three following objections show that the expenditure
of large sums of the public money in prosecuting Dr, Slade
will not result in the settlement of any question ‘of public
interest :—

A. The case is that a Fellow of the Royal Society asserts that he
has been cheated out of a sovereign by a conjuring trick practised upon
him recently by Dr. Slade. This very small alleged private griev-
ance, whether well-founded or the raverse, involves no public question,
and does not justify the expenditure at law of large sums of the money
of British taxpayers, Spiritualists included.

B. If the whole question could be heard, and the point decided
whether Dr. Slade is o habitual impostor or not, the ground for prose-
cution would be broader, and Spiritualists more satisfied, but the police
magistrate decided that the vast body of evidence of educated and
intellectual men who had had séences with Dr, Slade was irrelevant,
and that the whole case should be decided solely on the evidence and
amateur experiences of the prosecutor and his solitary witness. Hven
if the whole question whether Dr. Slade is a habitual impostor could be
heard at law, the points at issue are of a purely scientific nature, and a
court of law is not a proper tribunal to pronounce a decision thereupon.

C. It has been ‘said that the Government should step in because
the prosecutor finds himself opposed single-handed to a coalition. But
if one man tries to get another locked up in prison, on the strength of a
solitary alleged experience, at variance with the experiences of great
numbers of critical and intelligent persons—nearly the whole of whose
evidence has been refused a hearing at law—he should be allowed to
take the consequences of such a serious step, and the Government
should not endorse or adopt the censurable mistake.

The original prosecution was founded upon animus against
Spiritualism, whicli it would not be conducive to the honour
or dignity of the Giovernment to endorse, because in letters
to the 7%mes the prosecutor said that the Dritish Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science had been ¢de-
graded ” by taking into consideration the subject of Spirit-
nalism, and that a medium ought to be treated like a
¢ delusive wild beast.”

Great prejudice was created in thelminds of casual readers
of the newspapers by the prolonged attempts of the pro-
secution to prove that Dr. Slade used a trick table, which
he himself voluntarily produced in Court as evidence in
his favour. As the magistrate who tried the case can bear
witness, the evidence of those who made it proved that it
was not a trick table. They deposed that they made it
how they pleased, with the exception that it was ordered
to be made of ash instead of deal, to resist rough usage,
and had one brackct under each leaf instead of the usual
two, thus presenting fewer movable parts to be objected
to by suspicious observers, They further testified that it
had not been altered since it left their premises. Dr.
Slade uses also tables in ordinary use, and furniture,
slates and pencils suddenly provided in other houses than
his own.

At the séance with the Princess Louise he had no tables or
slates of his own, neither had he at the séances with the
‘Research Committee of the National Association of Spirit-
ualists, reported upon another page.

The case is further prejudiced by the real phenomena being
of an unbelievable character to those who have not witnessed
the same. But the evidence on this head of the few witnesses
for Dr. Slade whom alone the magistrate at Bow-street would
hear, was unrescrvedly pronounced by him to be ‘over-

. strong enough to hang every man in London.

whelming.” If evidence were given in a murder case,
analogous in quality and quantity to that in readiness fo
prove the general genuinencss of the strange phenomena
which take place in the presence of Dr. Slade, it would be
Moreover,
these and other psychological phenomena are not confined to
Dr. Slade, but have developed in large numbers of private
families in Great Britain and other parts of the world, and
have formed the foundations of a new science which now pos-
sesses a variety of influential organisations, and a score or
two of periodicals, some of them established from fifteen to
twenty years. The literature upon the subject in the library
of the National Association of Spiritualists amounts to
hundreds of volumes, some of them written by the Hon.
Robert Dale Owen, Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S. (Editor of
the Quarterly Jowrnal of Science), Mr. A. R. Wallace, Mr.
Gerald Massey, and other standard authors ; moreover, the
reality of some of the objective phenomena has been admitted
by the late Archbishop Whately, the late Professor de
Morgan (president of the Mathematical Society of :London),
the late Lord Brougham, and the late Napoleon IIL., as well
as by a long array of eminent men and women now living.
Therefore the whole subject is one for scientific investigation,
and a court of law full of persons totally unacquainted
with psychology is not a proper tribunal to decide upon
the facts.

The Vagrancy Act was not intended to apply to alleged
offences not in existence at the time the Act was passed;
further, the said Act was intended for the protection of

- credulous and ignorant persons from fortune-tellers; it was

not intended to apply to the St. Petersburg Secientific Com-
mittee, to Dr. Carpenter, to Mr. Serjeant Cox, to Mr. A. R.
Wallace, to the editors of the London daily newspapers, or
to any of the persons to whom Dr. Slade offered to sub-
mit the phenomena for examination ; these, and the wealthy
and intellectual people who went to Dr. Slade (always
without any solicitation on his part), were well able to pro-
tect themselves ; they went to him to find out what they
could, as in going to a conjuring exhibition, and not a soul
can be placed in the witness-box to say that he has been
cheated by a conjuring trick while paying the fee under the
belief that he had been communicating with spirits. Is this
a case calling for the expenditure at law of large grants of
the money of heavily burdened British taxpayers ?

If, as the friends of the defendant believe, this is a case
of ephemeral human opposition to the eternal and repro-
ducible phenomena of naturc, the whole prosecution is one
which feeds the prejudices of the multitude against a new
truth, a truth which is opposed just as railways and gas
were once opposed from the platform of popular ignorance,
and the Government cannot take up the prosecution without
staining the historical honour and character of the nation,
just as the escutcheon of another nation has been stained
beyond possibility of redemption, because it is the country
which imprisoned Galileo. If the Government has gone
too far to be able to retreat, we would call attention to the
evil which has resulted from taking up an expensive prose-
cution on ex parte statements, which are always very conclu-
sive until the other side is heard. Did the prosecutor in his

.alleged desire to promote the public interests, inform the

Lords of the Treasury that the Spiritualistic view of the
prosecution, as printed over and over again in our journals
1s that this is another Galileo case, which cannot be pro-
ceeded with without the sacrifice of historical and national
reputations ?  Did he or his agents point out that in taking
up his petty private grievance such serious issues were
publicly announced to be involved, or did he in his zeal for
the public welfare urge them onward without pointing out
how the historical honour of the nation might be implicated
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by the adoption of his solicitations. The Lords of the
Treasury shonld not have taken such a serious step on ez
parte statements, and should have had an opportunity of
examining whether they ran the risk of seeing their names
displayed in the fature chronicles of this country, in the same
manner that the names of those who prosecnted Galileo now
stand before the world, It is a matter which affects each of

them personally. -

B ety s
DITTL I r R RIS Se T RS F R R R

A STORY OF A HAUNIED HOUSE,

EY F, Jd. THEOB;}LD.

I aM sure your readers will be interested in the following
account of hauntings. :

I can vouch for the entire truth of the whole statement.
The young lady to whom the events happened related them
to me herself, and as far as possible, I have used her own
words as she described the details to me. For obvious
reasons it would not be wise to publish the address of this
house, but I may say that it was at one time inhabited by a
man who held a high position in socicty, but is unfortunately
noted in history for his atrocities, and especially during his
residence on the premises now under notice. )

It iz beautifully situated, within a few hours’ railway
Jjourney from London. _ L

I should say that my friend is not a Spiritualist, al-
though, without her own knowledge, she must be a medium.

The following is the narrative :—

¢ One cold winter’s night I awoke, and to my great sur-
prise I found there was bright fire-light in the room. I sat
up in bed and noticed that the ordinary grate was not to be
seen, but in its place appeared an old-fashioned open hearth
upon which was blazing a splendid fire, the light of which
filled the room and had woke me up. I saw a small strip of
carpet laid down in the front of the fire, but there was no
fender. When we went to bed there had been a large
fender, but no carpet, and no fire.

¢ Ay T looked with astonishment, I particularly remarked
a bright pair of brass fire-dogs, with very curious and pretty
twisted fire-irons resting upon them. By the side of the
fire was a beautifully carved oak arm-chair, made with a
square seat, the point- of which was in front, and a rounded
back. It was such a chair as was used two hundred years
ago. In this chair was sitting an old man ; he was resting
his elbow on the arm of the chair, and with his hand sup-
porting his head ; he was looking directly towards me, with
an intent, sad gaze.

“He was dressed in the style of the olden times—two
hundred years ago—with knee breeches and stockings. I
noticed curiously the flicker of the fire, as it was reflected in
his bright knee and shoe buckles.

“I woke my sister, who was sleeping with me, saying,
¢ Do you not see that old man sitting by the fire?” She sat
up by my side, but saw nothing, and advised me to ¢ Go to
sleep,” advice she acted upon herself, but I lay down and
shut my eyes for a time, then sat up, and again saw the
scene I have described, and watched it for some little time,
for T was not in the least frightened, not even at the sight
of the old man, and I often wish I had spoken to him. At
last I lay down and went to sleep. On awaking in the
morning, my sister asked me what I had been talking about
in the night, fully admitting that when I awoke her I was

wyself most fully awake, and not in a dreaming condition. -

‘We had been living in the house about two months when
this occurred, and we found that 1t was known throughout
the town to be haunted. We lived there nearly two years,
and during the whole time were annoyed by mysterions
knockings and noises, but the ‘White Lady’ did not show
herself until just as we were leaving. My father and mother
had already returned home, sending me, with my younger
sister, and a young housemaid to finish the packing up.

“ On the Saturday evening my sister and I went out,
leaving the servant to cord some boxes, and put the rooms
in order; we did not return until past ten o’clock, when, to
our surprise, we found the servant sitting in the hall with
the front door open., She began to cry on seeing us, saying
she had been much frightened. She told us that after we
had gone out, and she had changed her dress, as she was
coming out of her room, which opened on to the front stair-

case, she thought she saw me coming up-stairs, only I had
changed my dress, and had on a long white one; she
exclaimed, ¢ Oh ! Miss A——, you are never going out, just
now, in your best white dress?’

¢ By the time she had said this, the figure was close up to
her, then she saw it was a woman, dressed in a long trailing
gown of some white material, but she could not distingnish
any face. The figure stopped when quite close to her, and
suddenly she thought what it really was—the ghost !—upon
which, with a scream, she sprang over the flowing train, ran
down into the hall, and had been sitting by the open door.ever
since. She had scen the figure walk into the drawing-room.

“The girl was so much alarmed that T told her she could
make up a bed for herself in the room that I, with my
sister, was occupying. It was the bedroom where I saw the
old man by the fire. That night passed quietly, but the
next night a strange thing happened. We were very late ;
it was past twelve before we all three retired to our room.
You will understand that there was no one else in the house
but our three selves. As the door would not latch securely,
I placed before it, to keep it shut, a chair, with a heap of
things upon it. The servant and my sister were in bed. I wag
standing by the dressing table, when suddenly the door was
pushed open so violently that the chair was thrown out into
the middle of the room. I turned round sharply, and there
saw, standing in the doorway, the tall figure of a woman in
a long white dress, such as had been described by the servant.
The sudden opening of the door had so terrified both the
servant and my sister, that I was compelled to give my at-
tention to calming both of them down. I did not tell them
what T had seen, as T would not frichten them more. I
should add that when the figure went away, the door was
drawn to again. ~ |

“Some few minutes passed before I had quieted my
sister. I then lighted a night light, and put out the candle,
preparatory to getting into bed myself. To my surprise I
saw, when the room was thus darkened, that there was a
bright seam of light all round the door, which would not
close tightly. I went and opened the door, and found the
whole passage illuminated by this white light, as light as
day, but I saw no more of the figure. This frightened me
dreadfully, but I could only jump into bed, and feel glad it
was our Jast night in that house.

“T gshould say that for many years that room had been
nailed up, as unfit for occupation, on account of the haunt-
ing; it had not been very long unfastened when we went to
stay there.”

18, St. John’s-road, Lewisham,

MIR. BLACKBURN'S SEANCES.
BY WILLIAM NEWTON, F.R.G.S.

O~ Thursday, the 4th inst., Dr, C, Carter Blake conducted
a séance of the above series at the rooms of the British
National Association of Spiritualists; Mr. Eglinton was
again the medium employed.

Tleven observers were present, and the whole of the pro-
ceedings were conducted in gas-light.

Upon instructions in ““Joey’s” voice from the cabinet,
in which the medinm had been placed, Mr. Eglinton’s hands
were sewn behind his back by means of strong thread
uniting his shivt sleeves (his coat having been dispensed
with), while his wrists were also secured with tape, tied
firmiy in hard knots. As usual, his knees and legs were
visible, protruding between the curtains of the cabinet, and
across hig knees was laid the ¢“fairy bells,” the strings of
which were soon heard sounding under a pressure apparently
of fingers through the substance of the curtain. Fingers
were protruded freely, and a closed match-box laid upon the
“fairy bells’” was taken in by a right hand and returned
open, with a small candle attached exposed to view. It
was again taken into the cabinet, and upon request ¢ Joey”
struck a light a few inches above the floor, and nof on i :
the light was visible through the curtain. A snuff-box was
also taken in and returned open : the two parts of a sliding
cigar case (Dr. Blake’s Venezuelan petaca) were returned
separately : the medinm’s watch and chain, purse, and pocket
handkerchief were placed outside the cabinet, but were again
taken within, the purse, as was afterwards found, being
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replaced in his pocket; also the watch, with the chain
hanging loose. ) )

During a great portion of the time, the medium under-
went strong convulsive movements, and was heard to sigh
deeply, and “ Joey” having assured us that the power was
exhausted, an examination of the medium was made, when
it was found that a loose end of the tape from the wrist had
been knotted to the back rail of the chair, while, with the
exception of a single thread which had become detached
from the shirt sleeves, the whole of the fastenings remained
intact, and had to be severed with a knife.

This séance was considered most satisfactory, as well on
account of the variety of the manifestations as of the cer-
tainty that the medium’s hands remained as they were first
placed.

T agree entirely with the above statement of fact.
C. CArTER BLAKE.
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THE APPARITION OF MAJOR BLOMBERG.
1o the Editor of « The Spiritualist.”

Sir,—Mrs. De Morgan’s interesting narrative of the
apparition of Major Blomberg varies somewhat from the
other published records; and, as a matter of satisfaction, it
may be well to point out how such stories get altered.

I send you herewith the original narrative from Horace
Welby’s Signs before Death. Note the variations :—

Early in the American war, Major Blomberg, the father of Dr. Blom-
berg, was expected to join his regiment, which was at the time on service
in the Island of Dominica. His period of absence had expired, and his
brother officers eagerly anticipating his return, as vessel after vessel
arrived from England without conveying the looked-for passenger,
declared one to another, “ Well, at all events, he must come in the next.”
His presence in the island now became indispensable, and the governor,
impatient of so long an absence, was on the point of writing a remon-
strance on the subject to the authorities in England, when, as he was
gitting at night in his study with his secretary, and remarking on the
conduct of the absentee with no very favourable or lenient expressions,
a step was heard to sscend the stairs, and walk along the passage
without. “Who can it be?”” exclaimed the governor, ¢ intrnding at so
late an hour.” ¢TIt is Blomberg's step,” replied the secretary. *‘The
very man himself,” said the governor; for, as he spoke, the door opened,
and Major Blomberg stood before them. The major advanced towards
the table at which the gentlemen were sitting, and flung himself into a
chair opposite the governor. There was something hurrie(_i in his
manner, a forgetfulness of all the ordinary forms of greeting, and
abruptly saying, “I must converse with you alone,” he gave a sign for
the secretary to retreat. - The sign was obeyed. There was an air of
conscious superiority about the manner of the visitor that admitted no
dispute, ¢ On your return to England,” he continued, as soon as the
apartment was cleared of the objectionable witness, * on your return to
England you will go to a farm house, near the village of ——, in
Dorsetshire ; you will there find two children; they are mine; the oiff-
spring and the orphans of my secret marriage. Be 2 guardian to those
parentless infants, To prove their legitimacy, and their consequent
right to my property, you must demand of the woman with whom they
are placed at nurse, the red morocco case which was committed to her
charge. Open it; it contains the necessary papers. Adieu! you will
see no more.”’ Major Blomberg instantly withdrew. The governor of
Domipica, surprised at the commission, at the abrupt entrance, and the
abrupt departure, rang the bell to desire some of his household to follow
the major and request his return. None had seen him enter ; none had
witnessed his exit. It was strange! it was passing strange! There
soon after arrived intelligence that Major Blomberg had embarled on
board 4 vessel for Dominica, which had been dismasted in a storm at
sen, and was supposed to have subsequently sunk about the time in which
the figure had appeared to the governor and his secretary, as she was
never more heard of.

All that Major Blomberg had communicated was carefully stamped in
the memory of his friend. On his return to ¥ngland, which occurred in
a few months after the apparition above described had been seen by the
governor, he immediately hastened to the village in Dorsetshire, and to
the house in which the children were resident.

He found them ; he asked for the case; it was immediately surren-
dered. The legitimacy and the claims of the orphans of Blomberg were
established, and they were admitted to the enjoyment of their rights
without any controversy or dispute.

This tale was related to the late Queen Charlotte, and so deeply inte-
rested her, that she immediately adopted the son as the objeet of her
peculiar eare and favour. e was brought to Windsor, and educated
with her eldest son, afterwards George IV., of whom he was through
life the favourite, the companion, and the friend,

(1.) “Tarly in the American war ” is fixed at 1765-70,

(2.) “The Governor ” is named as ‘‘ Colonel Stewart.”

(8.) Major Blomberg, in Mrs. De Morgan’s nairative, is
a passenger to Dominica with Colonel Stewart, becomes inti-
mate with him, and dies shortly after landing. On a

- suggested caused his perdition.
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certain night, not fixed, Colonel Stewart is in bded, Mr.
Minchin occupying the same room, when the apparition
presents itself. ‘

In the the old story of Welby, ¢ the Governor” ig
¢ gitting at night in his study with his secretary, when the
step is heard ascending the stairs, and Blomberg appears.”

(4.) In Mrs. De Morgan’s version, he approaches the side
of the bed where the Colonel lay, and tells him of his
marriage with “a young woman in Ireland,” and of one
child, the offspring of it. In Welby’s narrative, the appa-
rition “ advances to the table,” orders the secretary out of
the room, is hurried in manner, ¢ forgetful of the ordinary
forms of greeting.” Ie directs the Governor to go to ““a
farm-house near the village of in Dorsetshire,” where
he will find two children, the ‘¢ offspring and the orphans of
my secret marriage.” He also speaks of a red morocco case
containing the papers necessary to prove their legitimacy.

(5.) In Mrs. De Morgan’s version, Mr. Minchin hears and
attests all this. In the other, the Governor is alone, his
mysterious visitor vanishes, the Governor rings the bell and
fails to trace him, ¢ None had seen him enter; none had
witnessed his exit.” Soon after intelligence is received that
¢ Major Blomberg had embarked on board a vessel for
Domitnica, which had been dismasted in a storm, and was
supposed to have subsequently sunk about the time in which
the figure appeared.”

(6.) Welby relates, moreover, a circumstantial account of
the visit of Colonel Stewart to Dorsetshire, the interview
with the nurse, the finding of the morocco case, and the
admissions of the orphans to their rights without any contro-
versy or dispute.

Mrs. De Morgan, on the contrary, gives us details of a
trial at law, in which Mr. Minchin’s attested testimony was
produced, and Colonel Stewart’s evidence is sworn on oath,

I presume these narratives refer to the same facts. If so,
it is very singular to us how, without discrepance which is
positively detrimental, variations have crept into the
records, Mrs, De Morgan’s narrative is far more circum-
stantial than Welby’s. Does she know of, or has she seen
that to which I have referred? Was Colonel Stewart actu-
ally Governor of Dominica ? M. A. Oxon.

PSR AR A S A Y S SIS e el

THE PROSECUTION OF GALILEO.

By the treaty of Campo Formio, or, in fact, before the
treaty was signed, Napoleon Bonaparte forced the Pope to
accord him about one million pounds, one hundred pictures,
and five hundred manuscripts. Among the manuscripts
carried off was the Prosecution of Galileo, which, after the
removal from the Vatican to Paris, was pronounced by the
historian Denina as without importance. Notwithstanding
this, Napoleon ordered its translation, bat, strange to say,
the translation was never completed. During the first years
of the Restoration, active negotiations were carried on with
the view of getting the French king to restore the manuscript
in question, but his most Christian majesty refused. The
Court of Rome could persuade neither Louis the Eighteenth,
the sceptic, nor Charles the Tenth, the despot, to part with
the spoil which had been seized by Bonaparte, notwith-
standing the ulterior pains and penalties attaching to the
crime of keeping back church property. But what was
refused by the Bourbons was accorded by Louis Philippe,
and the manuscript, after remaining in France about half a
century, was sent back to Rome, and was handed by the
unfortunate Rossi to Pius IX, It was at once restored to
the secret archives of the Vatican. A short time ago, to the
astonishment of the world, Dominic Berti was permitted to
take a copy of the original documents, and these he has just
published. And most interesting is the account which the
Italian writer gives of ¢ starry Galileo and his woes,” of his
talent, his grace, and his wit, and how he was féted and
caressed at Rome and IFlorence until he began to speak of
the system of Copernicus, and to demonstrate the movement
of the earth. His discovery of the satellites of Jupiter had
been hailed with delight, but the inference their movements
The astronomer was first
attacked by a Dominican preacher at Florence, who accused
him of throwing doubt on the authenticity of the miracle
performed by Joshua. Galileo replied that the Holy
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Scriptures could not err, but that they should not be literally
interpreted. Another Dominican, called Nicholas Lorini,
then denounced Galileo to the Holy Office, and the closest
watch was kept on his words and acts by the Inquisition.
He went to Rome in the hope of being able to prove his
innocence, and of being allowed to continue his pursuits
without interference. The Holy Office, however, unani-
mously declared it to be an absurd heresy to pretend that
the sun is motionless, and that the earth turns, and the Pope
directed Cardinal Bellarmini to inform Galileo that he must
no more teach the doctrine condemned, or he would be thrown
into prison. Galileo promised to obey. He was received by
the Pope, and was treated with kindness. He was neither
punished nor molested.

Not Jong after this a new Pontiff was elected—Urban
VIIL., of the House of Barbarini. He was a Florentine as
well as Galileo, and a lover of letters. Galileo had six long
audiences with the Pope, but what passed between them is
not known. The astronomer now thought himself at liberty
to write his Dialogue, in which the system of Copernicus,
without being defended, was expounded. The Pontiff had
no sooner received a copy of this work than he showed him-
self violently irritated, and but for the supplications of the
Tuscan ambassador he would have at once sent him before
the Holy Office. As it was, a commission was charged
to examine the ¢ Dialogues,” and shortly afterwards the
Inquisitor of Florence delivered Gtalileo a formal order to
appear before the dreaded tribunal alluded to above. Gali-
leo, who was then seventy ycars of age, and ill, implored pity.
The Grand Duke of Tuscany interceded in his behalf, The
Pope would hear of no delay. He gave orders that the
culprit should be seized and brought to Rome in chains, if
he was able to support the journey. Galileo, half dead,
reached Rome in January, 1633, and in April he was
interrogated by the Holy Office. ~For ten months he sup-
ported, in anguish of mind, the threats and ill-treatment to
which he.was subjected, and then he confessed that he had
gone too far in advocating the system of Copernicus. He
wag called upon to give a more explicit denial of the truth
of what he had advanced, or the judges were to proceed to
a rigorous examination, which, in the language of the Holy
Office, means ‘ torture.” It is urged, but not by Signor
Berti, that Galileo was actually tortured, and that the docu-
ment giving a description of the scene was suppressed at
the suggestion of M. Gluizot (a Protestant) and Rossi. On
the other hand it is asserted that when the Pope directed a
rigorous cxamination, if it could be supported, he knew
very well that Galileo could not support torture, and that
torbure would not be inflicted. It is clear, however, from
what Signor Berti says, that the Pontiff showed neither
compassion nor indulgence toward his old friend. Even
after his adjuration, Galileo was kept in a state of semi-
confinement, and was only permitted to see a few friends.
He went blind—then died.-—The Scotsman.

P e B T~

A TRANCE ADMDRESS BY MR. MORSE.

Lasr Friday night Mr. J. J. Morse delivered a trance address at the
rooms of the British National Association of Spiritualists, at 38, Great
Russell-street, London, under the presidency of Mr. Desmond Fitz-
Gerald, M.S.Tel.F,

Mr. Morse gradually passed into the trance state. The external
symptoms were that for about three minutes his eyes were closed ; he
shuddered and breathed heavily now and then as he sat upon his chair;
then his head fell bacls ; gradually he rose, made two or three passes
over his forehead with his hands, and addressed the meeting stand-
ing up.

The communicating intelligence said: We only ask you to attach
such importanee to our words as they may naturally require ; you will
receive simply the opinion of one person, and what is said sfands or
falls wpon its own merits. We wish to speak to you to-night of
“Spiritualism: its Present Position and its Future Prospects.”” The
position in the future will not be that of to-day, for it has not yet
reached its fulness of development. Within the ranks of Spiritualists
is dlver‘smy of opinion ; some think that it cannot become a religion,
and claim that it is only a science ; others say that it must be one of
the philosophies of the ages ; of the making of such philosophies there
has been no end, and they have usually resulted in making the past
and future of man more doubtful than they were before. We would
advise you to adopt the simplest and best method of gaining a know-
ledge of every subject upon earth,—that is to say, devete yourselves to
observation and to experiment. Some speak of Spiritualism as a force
which is raising the world upwards ; but many whe dold this view
have rather miscalculated the means by which this raising of the human
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race is to be effected, for they do not see how analysis and observation
of facts can assist in the amelioration of the world, yet to the creed of
Spiritualism there is but one key—the key of knowledge. Hereit.may
be said that we are preaching utilitarianism. We preach rational
research into the circumstances of the human spirit, embodied or dis~
embodied ; a mere sentimental belief in Spiritualism would be of no
permanent use to the human race, and would be twisted to and fro with
every passing doctrine. The present position of Spiritualism seems to
be anything but enviable, since attempts are being made everywhere
to discredit its facts ; but if’ the adversaries could succeed in throwing
all Spiritualism into the shade, and in overthrowing all its experiences,
a similar course would next be adopted with all other religious systems,
for people will gravely question whether ancient records, written by
those whom they never knew, stand upon a firmer foundation than the
modern experiences of those with whom they are now living. What is
Spiritualism ? It appears to have many distinct issues, each of which
is claimed by its believers to cover the whole ground, whereas each and
all are more or less true without any one of them eovering the whole.
It is either true that the manifestations are produced by disembodied
beings, as claimed, or it is not true ; if true, the fact is the foundation of
all Spiritualism; if untrue, then the position is most unenviable, and
you have been supporting that which cannot stand investigation. We
do not admit the latter position, but assert that these manifestations
are produced by departed human beings. But if the departed can pro-
duce the manifestations, we claim that it is equally possible that the
selfsame spirit, while embodied in the mortal form, can put forth some
foreshadowings of what the disembodied spirit may do, We see no
evidence of Spiritualism being a coherent moral reform, although many
Spiritualists are trying to make it so; neither is it a coherent seience,
for who has made it so 7 It is not a coherent system of philosophy as
yet. Why? It appeals largely to people whose sympathies are large,
and who like to revel in the idea that spirits are constantly smiling
around them ; they cannot turn to the cold stern facts, and to the study
of the methods by which the results are accomplished ; they cannot
criticise ; they are like persons who gaze at a beautiful picture, but
cannot understand the means by which the artist has produced such a
pleasing result ; yetif the artist had not studied the means, the beau-’
tiful picture before the eye of the observer would never have had an
existence. You will say that we present a doleful picture of Spiritual-
ism. -Many have worked hard towards the building up of true know-
ledge by the best method which could possibly be pursued, for they
firmly and perseveringly follow one line of investigation, that
of establishing the facts beyond mistake. If the facts are there, their
elaboration into laws and philosophy is certain in the future, so all
labour in this direction confers such substantial benefit on the fature
of Spiritualism that the action of the workers deserves the truest
praise. But you must bear in mind that you are dealing with a class
of beings who are intelligent, who have affections and hopes, and you
cannot do less than to treat them as respectfully as you would those
whom you meet in this mortal life, for they are trying to help you to
heap np rich legacies for humanity. At present the chief aim of
Spiritualism is to demonstrate the fact of human immortality. Some-
times you pause in your labours to ask what are our conditions and
our states. These are common sense questions, and when you are
satistied with the identity of spirits you accept their testimony.
Already Spiritualism has done sufficient to demonstrate human im-
mortality, but now it has to keep and to extend its position, and it can
best do this by subjecting itself to the fullest and freest criticism that
can be brought to bear upon it in any way; opposition always in-
creases its life and vitality. Universal acceptance would stifle it. The
public have always becn behind the age, and sneered at those who
promulgated new truths, but never yet has a truth been born into the
world which could afford to rest before it had reached its point.
‘Who are the proper people to extend the question of Spiritualism ?
The general public # You might as well ask a little ehild to explain
the motions of the heavenly bodies. The best persons are those who
are inclined to psychological research, chiefly those Spiritualists who
bear in mind that they must put the factsin such a form that they can be
thoroughly tested and repeated. Two or three things well established,
and which can always be reproduced, are worth more than many
marvels imperfectly attested, although, at the same time, we would
not protest against wonders in spirit circles ; nevertheless, their reality
should be tested before they are recited to others. Spiritualists should
remember that at test séances they are not, as a rule, testing the
honesty of the medium, but the reality of the phenomena, and this
should be impressed upon the sensitive, otherwise mental dis-
turbance is caused which interferes with the resulls ; he should
understand that the investigation does mnot apply to himself,
but to the facts that appear in consequence of his presence ; every-
thing should be done to keep his mind perfectly tranquil.
Always exercise the clearest and sharpest criticism, because from
such criticism there is everything to gain and nothing to lose. We
rather oppose the idea of the erection of Spiritualism into a new
religions system ; it had better not enter into the fray with the
religious sects which are quarrelling among themselves, and trying to
pull each other down. Let every Spiritualist try to live as noble a
life as he can, but not to form a new creed, or to narrow the great
facts down to small issues. There is plenty of evidence that departed
human beings interfere occasionally with the affairs of human life.

. We do not say that every manifestation has its origin in the next

world, for the human spirit hias powers of its own. If there has ever
been a communication from our world, there must be some possibility
of communication between the two states of existence without the
intervention of miracle. 'We have never seen a miracle performed,
and doubt whether a miracle has ever been witnessed at all. If rela-
tions between the two worlds exist, the Almighty Power has provided
the necessary means of communication, and spirits veturn as a matter



Jan. 12, 1877.

of course. Instead of death being the end of all things, it but marks
the point at which the natural enters the realns of the spiritual, and
nothing supernatural or miraculous is involved in the transition. Will
Spiritualism ever become a proud science? Will philosophy, with its
golden glory, ever light np the pages of its history ? Why not? If
1t is founded upon facts it possesses everything which is necessary for
the building up of a science. If the facts led you nowhere they would
be useless, but every fact has its use in being, and our simple facts
reach out from the terrestrial kingdom into the spiritual world, so
inevitably in the future shall you see and understand the science of
Spiritualism. In those days, instead of the phenomena being
fugitive, the conditions under which they oceur will be under-
stood, and obedience to the laws of their production will bring
the desired results; there is no reason why the facts of
Spiritualism should not be reduced to practical purposes as much as
those of electricity ; you will one day master all its prineiples, and
settle them for humanity for ever. If Spiritualism stayed its hand
there, it would have done good service to the world and reared
a proud monument to the energy and the ability of its fol-
lowers : but it will not end there, for the intelligences who show
you these things will not stay their hamnds, and homanity will raize
the natural cry, What are your conditions{—what arve the circum-
stances of your life and state ? So different are our conditions that it
is almost impossible to explain them to you at present with the means
at our command. In the coming time you will not only ask as to the
conditions of our life, but for an explanation of moral and religious
questions, 'We see plainly what reforms will best fit you to enter our
state, and as we impart this knowledge, moral and religious changes
will gradually be brought about. We think not that we can give you
any much better moral or religions code than you could get without
Spiritualism, for you must remember that for long ages there have been
few changes in the fundamental moral teachings underlying all forms
of religion. We may claim to speak with a certain force, we may be
able to help you to clear away clouds, and to pull down barriers which
stand before the grand truths of immortality ; but if we attempted to
preach a new morality, we think the result would be but a gigantie
failure. Religious ideas have not been created by new phases of
thought in any era of the world’s history, but the present ideas of
morality which the world entertains will have to pass through great
modifications, indeed they are doing so now, and have been changing
rapidly for the last half century. We tell you that in the spheres above
there i3 eternal progression, and that in the future Spiritualism will
take its position as a science, a religion, and a philosophy, but it will
be neither of these separately. It will be a scientific religion and a
religious philosophy, an interpreter of the facts of the being and nature
of every human soul.

Mr, Morse then passed under another influence, from whom a second
address was received, shortly after which the meeting broke up.

SPIRITUALISM IN DALSTON.

SIXTI ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF TIE DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS
INTO SPIRILTUALISM,

Ox Thursday, last week, the sixth anniversary of the Dalston
Association was held at its rooms, 74, Navarino-road, Dalston, 1.,
under the presideney of Mr. G. R. Tapp, There was a large attend-
ance of members and friends.

Mr. Thomas Blyton, the Honorary Secretary, read letters of con-
gratulation from various friends, including one from Mrs. Elgie
Corner (Florence Cook), dated Shanghai, November 12th, in the course
of which she said—¢ Spiritualism is progressing out here; I have
given several séances, and some figures appeared. There is some sort
of Spiritualismn among the Chinese, but they will not admit
‘Elopians’ (Europeans). They are a queer lot ; very superstitious;
and, as a rule, the greatest liars and thieves in existence. I get on
with them very well—(Laughter)—and am honoured with the title of
¢ No bobbery mississe,” China is not such a bad place, but I expect
my old friends will say I am very much altered, as I never care to go
out.”’

Mr. Blyton next read letters from the Rev. F. R. Young, of
Swindon, Mrs. Bassett, and Dr, George Sexton, Ile further an-
nounced gifts to the Association from Mr. Charles Blackburn, of Man-
chester, and Mr, Thomas Grant, of Maidstone.

The Chairman said that the Association might congratulate itself
upon having reached the sixth year of its existence, and that it had
never been in a more flourishing condition than at present ; this was
due to the energy of some of the members, more especially that of Mr.
Thomas Blyton, whom he did not want to flatter, for they all knew
that he merely spoke the truth.

Miss Thompson then gave a solo on the piano.

Mr. Thomas Shorter said that at the present time Spiritualism was
in a critical position, but the very fact of the present prosecutions
proved that the movement had made considerable strides, and that
it had passed the stage of contemptuous toleration, when those who
had failed in argument had resorted to the clumsy expedient of trying
to put it down by law, Ie sympathised with all persons who had
been unjustly accused, and who might fall vietims to popular
ignorance. He would not speak against physical mediums, for they
were very useful, but if any prosecution tended to put a stop to any
imposture so much the better; at the same time, 1t was their duty
to stand by those whom they believed to be improperly attacked.
No harm to the movement would be done if Spiritualism hereafter
should have to be investigated in the home cirele, rather than in the
room of the public medium, for private circles were by far the most
useful to the movement.

Miss Edith Cook then sang ‘Robin Adair,” after which Mr.
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Tredwen recited a poem entitled *Midnight Adoration, and Miss
Sparey sang “ Gone Home,” The words of the latter song were from
oue of Miss Lizzie Doten’s trance poems, and had been set to music
by Mr. Robert Cooper, in America.

Adter a few words from Miss Kislingbury, Miss Cook played a solo
upon the piano.

Mr. T. Blyton said: On the 15th September, 1870, about a dozen
ladies and gentlemen met at these rooms, when it was thought thiat the
alleged phenomena of Spiritualism should form the subject of systematic
investigation, that if true they might be demonstrated, This association
was accordingly formed, and since its establishment a large number of
intelligent investigators has been enrolled as members. In celebrating
this evening the sixth anniversary, it may be well to consider briefly
what has been the result of the investigation under the auspices of tho
asgociation, during the past six years, The plan of working has been,
as you are aware, that of the observatiou of such results as have been
evolved at the weekly experimental séances without the presence of
professional media, by the study of the published records of other
investigators, by occasionally engaging the services of professional
media for the observation of snch manifestations as they may obtain under
the best test conditions possible, and by soliciting from members reports
of any manifestations observed by them in their private home s5.nces.
The result has been such as to corroborate in the main the tact that
many of the phenomena are due to some other than human agency,
while in some instances the evidence is very strong in support of their
claim that they originate with the spirits of departed human beings.
Careful observation tends, in my individual opinion, to show that much
which transpires in séances is due to the psychological influences of the
sitters; as, for instance, at some recent séances of the Association a
member has stated that he sees things which, from his description
thereof, apparently appertain to, and are representative of, some acts on
the part of the sitters, either at the time of the séance, or at some
previous period. From this it would appear as if our ordinary
actions are, in some mysterious manner, indelibly impressed upon
our swrroundings so as to be seen by some sensitives, in whom
cortain faculties may at times be abnormally developed. Some
of our fellow-members have wisely held séances in the seclusion of their
private homes, and to one of these I am personally deeply indebted for
opportunities of regular observation of the development of an advanced
phase of mediumship ; I refer here to what are called *¢ form manifesta-
tions.” This probably is one of the most perplexing phases of phenomena
as yet developed in this country. That the form of the medium and the
“ gpirit form * are separate and distinct I have had good evidence; But
to what extent, if any, the intelligent principle of the medium takes an
unconscious part in the manifestation, it is not possible for me to say
now. The *spirit form ™ asserts that the manifestation is produced by
temporarily withdrawing from the medium the elements for constituting
the “form,” and the life principle is, as it were, transferred, so that the
body of the medium is nearly lifeless. I have, however, noticed that on
touching the form of the medium, while the “ spirit form ” stood on ono
side, that the medium would move in an uneasy manner, showing that
vital action was not entirely suspended. I will not, however, take up
your time by further allusions to my own experiences, but would urge
upon my fellow-members the value of home circles, in which the most
satisfactory evidence of the genuineness of the phenomena is obtain-
able, and the conditions for development of the faculty of mediumship
are more suitable than at public séances. I trust the members of this
Association may, as a body, agree with me in thinking that we have
cause for congratulation at the results already obtained; inasmuch as,
notwithstanding the misrepresentation and abuse so freely bestowed
upon those who are courageous enough to espouse unpopular facts, we
have obtained by experience a knowledge of the subject sufficient to
corroborate the published records of many other investigators. It is,
therefore, to be hoped that further experiences may help to make clear
those points which, at present, are obscure, and, by studying the nature
of the faculty of mediumship more carefally, we shall attain to a
truer appreciation of the subject of Spiritualism. In conclusion, I
venture to express a hope, as one of your officers, that each member of
the Association will continue to take the active interest in its welfare
which alone has insured its prosperous career up to the present time,
and by which its future usefulness and prosperity may be assured.
Algo that, according to our individual convietions, we may assist to our
utmost the efforts of those who, especially at the present time, are
striving to uphold the freedom and privilege of investigation into
psychological subjects against the combined action of those parties who
attribute the whole of the phenomena to imposture.

After a song from Mr. Thomas Dawburn, Mr, J. J. Morse made a
few remarks on the efficient way in which the Dalston Society was
managed, and Mme. Ourry favoured the company with some music.
Mr. Morse next gave a trance address, and Master Donald Cook sang
 Come, Birdie, Come,” accompanied on the piano by his sister, Miss
Kate Cook. Mr. Charles Dawbarn then made a few remarks, after
which Miss Maltby gave a selection from Lucrezia Borgia, and the
meeting broke up.

Oun knowledge of the nature of spiritaal beings, and of out own in-
tellectual constitution, may be as perfect ag our knowledge of material
ohjects, inasmuch as in both cases we are acquainted with neither of
them as regards their essential nature, but only with the operations they
are undergoing or capable of producing.—Ilarris’s Treatise on Mun.

Tur Scientific and Literary Review says that Dr. Collyer’s pamphlet
on the Slade prosecution, *like all productions from the pen of Dr.
Collyer, is clear and forcible; and certainly what he states with regard
to Slade and his so-called spirit-writing should cause everybody to
pause and give the matter further consideration before they venture to
decide that Slade is a mere juggler and impostor.”
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS,
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL,

Last Tuesday night, at the usual monthly meeting of the Council of the
British National Association of Spiritualists, Mr. Alex. Calder presided,
and the other members present were Mr. Morell Theobald, the Rev. W.
'W. Newbould, Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, Mrs. Wiseman, Mr. Desmond
Titz-Gerald, Mr. C. C, Massey, Mrs. Wood, Mr. R. Pearce, Mr. E. T.
Bennett, Mr. W. H. Coffin, Mr. Dawson Rogers, Miss Houghton, and
Mr. R. Pomeroy Tredwen.

TFighteen new members were elected.

Mr, C. C. Massey proposed that Dr, George Wyld should be invited
1o become a vice-president of the society, and spoke highly of the valu-
able public work Dr. Wyld had done for Spiritualism,

This was seconded by Mr, Fitz-Gerald, supported by Mr. W. H,
Coffin, and passed unanimously.

Five resignations of membership were reported.

Presents to the library by Mr. C. C. Massey and Mr. 8. C. Hall were
acknowledged with thanks.

The Secretary read an offer of £50 a year for the use as private
apartments of two of the rooms of the Association. The Council re-
solved that it was ‘ not prepared at the present time to entertain a pro-
position for letting any of the rooms.”

A short discussion then took place about the making of improvements
in two of the rooms of the Association. The matter wos referred to a
committee,

The question of the method of presentation of the memorial from the
Council to the Home Secretary about the Slade prosecution was left to
the discretion of the President,

= SRLLTE T

Mrs. Hoxywoob is at Cannes,

Tus Rev. H. R. Hawers will preach next Sunday morning at St.
James's Hall on “ Sunday Worship and Sunday Recreations.” The
service begins at eleven o’clock.

Prosecurion or Mgr. Maskpryne—~—Messrs. Munton and Morris,
solicitors to Dr. Slade, have commenced proceedings in the High Court
of Justice against Mr. Maskelyne, the conjuror, for alleged slander.

The Spiritualist is published every Thursday evening in London, con-
sequently it should be obtainable of newsvendors in all parts of the
United Kingdom by Saturday at latest. Subscribers’ copies are posted
from 88, Great Russell-street, every Thursday,

A Barr.—Last Tuesday night a ball took place at 8, Upper Bedford-
place, at which many Spiritualists were present, including Dr. Slade
and his American companions. The arrangements were of an elegant
nature, and the company separated at 8.30 a.m.

Privare Trararricars.—On Tuesday last week, several Spiritualistic
and other friends gave a private theatrical entertainment at 8, Upper
Bedford-place. The performers displayed considerable ability, and
kept the interest of the observers fully alive throughout both the pieces,
The first was No, 1 Round the Corner. “Mr, Flipper,” Mr. Walter
Ker; ‘“Mr. Nobbler,” Mr. Hugh Cowper., The second picce selected
was 4 Kiss in the Dark, *Mr. Pettibone,” Mr. Walter Ker; “Mrs.
Pettibone,” Miss Slade ; “ Frank Falhorn,” Mr. Hngh Cowper ; ¢ Mary”
(a_servant), Miss Simmonds; * Unknown Female,” Miss Burke.

Mz. J. J. MorsE I¥ THE Provinces.—On Sunday last Mr, Morse
delivered two trance addresses in the Old Freemasons’ Hall, Newcastle-
on-Tyne: the one in the afternoon was upon * Spiritualism not a
Superstition,” and in the evening the subject was “The Spiritual
‘World : its Origin and Nature.”” Both Jectures were ably treated, and
aflorded pleasure to good audiences. Mr. H. A, Kersey presided. On
Monday evening Mr, Morse delivered a brief trance address. The
remainder of the evening was devoted to answering questions from the
audience. On Sunday next, in the same Hall, Mr. Morse will attend
the quarterly meeting of the North of England Conference Committee,
at 2.30 p.m., aud at 7 p.m. will deliver a trance address. His other
engagementsare: Liverpool, January 21; Birmingham, January 28, 30,
aud February 1; Glasgow, February 11.

SeruTvALISTIC SoIREE.—The usual monthly soirée of the National
Association of Spiritualists was held at 88, Great Russell-street, London,
on Wednesday, the 8rd inst. The chief feature of the evening was a
recitation of Albéry’s unpublished poem of Joan of Arc in Prison, by
Mrs. Ross-Church (Florence Marryat). The deep dramatic feeling of
the Maid of Orleans when repelling the accusation of witcheraft was
admirably expressed by Mrs. Ross-Church, who seemed to sympathise
with every subtle turn of thought and sentiment in the captive heroine.
Later in the evening Mrs. Ross-Church sang Sullivan’s touching
¢ Distant Shore,” which proved that her musical powers are not second
to those of dramatic recitation. Mrs. Limpus sang with great taste
Gounod’s Oz voulez-vous aller? and Miss Slade and Miss Simmonds also
added to the entertainment of the evening by excellent pianoforte per-
formances. There was a thin attendance.

A Musicar Provigy.—There is a little fellow of our acquaintance in
this city, not yet {ive years of age, who has recently developed a musical
talent that is really surprising. Without any instruction whatever, he
can play any simple tune on the piano, which he may have heard
whistled or played by anyone else. Some of the tunes which he per-
forms are *‘ Yankee Doodle,” ¢ Tell Aunt Rhoda,” ¢ 01d Hundredth,” and
others. His mother the other day was rocking the baby to sleep, and
homming the tune of ¢ Greenville,” when he at once sat down to the
piano and played it correctly, The other day he attended the funeral of
one of his relatives, where they had singing as one of the exercises.
Upon returning home he played the tune which was sung without diffi-
culty. He has good time, and whenever he makes the slightest error,
immediately corrects it himself without any prompting. It is indeed a

remarkable case that one so young, and who until recently has never °

taken any interest in musie, should exhibit such proficiency.—Cape dnn
(Muss.) ddvertiser,

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS,

DR. SLADE’'S POWERS CRITICALLY EXAMINED BY THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE,

Dr. SpADE recently agreed that he would submit his
medial powers for one evening to the observation of the
Research Committee of the National Association of Spirit-
ualists, on their premises, at 88, Great Russell-street, and
use none of his own tables, chairs, slates, or pencils, He
gave the sittings on the 15th December last, admitting two
at a time to the séance-room, experience having shown that
the presence of more weakens the results. The following

are the reports:—
REPORT OF MR. DESMOXND FITZ-GERALD, M.S.TEL.E., AND MR. J. W. GRAY, C.E.

We sat down to an ordinary deal, double-flap, Pembroke
table. Dr. Slade sat with a flap to right and left, but side-
ways, 5o that his legs did not pass under the table. Mr.
Fitz-Gerald sat on his right, opposite the flap, and Mr.
Gray opposite to Dr. Slade. All joined hands on the top
of the table, and at about the middle thereof. Raps, and
even blows, were then almost immediately heard and felt
beneath the table, these being sufficiently strong to cause
the table to vibrate distinetly ; and in this way was affirma-
tively answered the question, ¢ Will youwrite > Dr. Slade
then bit off a small piece of pencil, and placed it on a slate,
the frame of which bore a mark, so that the slate could not
be turned over without detection. The slate was then passed
several times partially under the table and withdrawn by
Dr. Slade, who held it by one corner, his other hand joining
that of the other sitters on the top of the table. At no time
wag the slate in such a position that the writing could by any
possibility have been done by Dr. Slade. After a few of these
movements of the slate, and whilst it was partially visible,
and apparently close against the table, both Dr. Slade’s
hands being full in view, a sound as of writing on the slate
was distinetly heard, and then, after it had moved three
times against the table (to indicate that the writing was
finished), the slate was withdrawn, and writing was found
thereon, extending right across the slate lengthwise.

The next experiment was with a folding slate, which had
been bought by Mr. Fitz-Gerald for the purpose. A crumb
of peneil having been placed on one leaf of the slate, and
the other leaf folded over it, Dr. Slade took hold of the
closed slate between the thumb and forefinger of the right
hand, and placed his other hand on those of the other sitters
on the top of the table. The slate was then passed several
times beneath the table for the fraction of a second, and was
then held by Dr. Slade above the table, in which position
writing was distinetly heard on it, Mr. Fitz-Gerald placing
his ear close to the slate to make guite sure of this fact.
On the slate being then opened writing was found on onc
leaf thereof, the words being: ‘““He 1s not a developing
medium,” this being evidently in reply to a remark made by
Dr. Slade, a minute or so before, that Mr. Gray was a strong
medium, The slates being then removed from the table, we
placed our hands on the latter, and Dr. Slade asked that it
might be raised. After being strongly tilted once or twice,
it was suddenly raised from the floor, and turned over above
our heads, The latter movement was so sudden, however,
that the exact conditions immediately before it occurred had
not been noted. It was therefore suggested that the experi-
ment should be tried whether the table could be made to
rise slowly and vertically whilst under careful observation.
The request that it should do so was immediately acceded to.
The medium placed one foot right away from the table, so
that it was well in view of the sitters, and the other foot he
placed beneath one of Mr. Fitz-Gerald’s, while all hands
were joined on the top of the table. It then, and under the
clogest observation, rose twice about six inches from the
ground, the top remairing perfectly horizontal during the
movements. Thus ended a most satisfactory séance.

(Signed) Jouxy Wu. GRav.,

I fully concur in the above account.
Drsnoxp G. Frrz-GeRALD.
REPORT OF MR, W. H. COFFIN AND MR, H. WITUALL.

Dr. Slade having kindly volunteered to give séances to
the various members of the Experimental Research Comu-



Jan. 12, 1877.

THE SPIRITUALIST. i9 -

mittee, T had the pleasure, in company with Mr. W. H.

Coffin, of having a sitting.

We took our seats at an ordinary deal Pembroke table
which had been specially provided by one of the members of
our committee. The manifestations were rather feeble, but
once whilst the slate was being held partially under the table,
by Dr. Slade, it was apparently acted upon by an exterior
force and pressed tightly against the flap, and whilst in that
position the sonnd of writing was heard, and when the slate
was removed, a short sentence was found written upon the
upper side. This manifestation occurred in such a way as to
convince us of the genuineness of the phenomenon. After
this the table was bodily lifted, but hardly under sufficiently
good test conditions to be a conclusive proof of a force out-
side of ourselves. H. WirsALL.

The slate was several times written upon on the upper sur-
face, while held by Dr. Slade under the table, with his right
hand thumb uppermost, his left being on the table.

_His thumb and portion of right hand were always visible,
and on several occasions, a great portion of the slate was in
view, while it was held very close to the under surface of the
table. W. H. Corrix.

REPORT OF MR. GEORGE KING AND DR. CARTER BLAKE.

Dr. Slade having kindly volunteered to give a séance to
the members of the Experimental Research Committee, we
assembled to meet him this evening. We gathered in the
large séance room, and while waiting proceeded with the
routine business of the committee.
Dr. Slade arrived and sat for a little, chatting with us. He
said that he could not that evening sit with more thdan two
at a time, and as there were about eight of us, we drew
lots for the order of precedence. My lot fell to be in the
third couple, and my partner was Dr. Carter Blake. The
previous sitters were with the medium about twenty minutes,
and experienced somestrong physical manifestations,for when
Dr. C. Blake and I entered the small séance room, we found
that one globe of the gaselier had been broken, we were
told by the table having been violently tossed up into
the air.

Dr. Slade, Dr. Blake, and I sat down at a small and very
rough table belonging to Dr. Carter Blake. My companions
sat facing each other at opposite sides of the table, and T
sat between them at the medium’s right, and thus, as he
always held the slate in his right hand when he placed it
under the table, I had every opportunity of closely observ-
ing him. We used two slates, supplied by a member of
the committee, one an ordinary school slate, the other a
folding book-slate. We had a number of very short mes-
sages, sometimes on one slatc, sometimes on the other,
obtained in the way which has been so often described.
Usually the slates were completely hidden under the table,
and thus the séance was not so conclusive as the private one
I had had with the same medium a week or two before. I
observed a mark on the school slate, which, or these occa-
sions when the slate was not passed entirely out of sight,
enabled me to say positively that the writing was
done on the upper side of the slate, and not on the under.
One little circumstance seems to me very remarkable, and I
am astonished that attention has not been more forcibly
called to it, in accounts of séances with Dr. Slade [ Note A].
The crumb of pencil invariably remains at the point where
it stops after writing the message, forming a perfect con-
tinuation of the last stroke of the last letter. This fact,
trifling in itself, to my mind goes far to prove that the
message had been written with that identical piece of peneil,
and on the upper side of the slate. I do not see how other-
wise the medium could place it in position with such
mathematical accuracy. It may also be thought worthy of
vecord that the style of the handwriting was very dissimilar
from that of the message I had received at the private
séance above referred to, and that the intelligence purporting
to communicate was different also. [ Note 3.]

Dr. Slade afterwards took an ordinary blacklead pencil,

abont six inches in length, and laid it on the slate above a -

half sheet of note paper which I had supplied. He passed
them under the table, when the pencil appeared to drop on
" the ground. We immediately looked for it, but could no-
where find it.  Dr. Slade then passed the slate with a crumb

s

At ‘about seven o’clock -

of slate pencil on it under the table, and asked where the
black-lead pencil had been put. The written answer was
¢ On the top of the door,”” and on the top of the door Dr
Blake found it. The door was about ten feet from where
we sat, and none of us had stirred from our chairs from the
moment of entering the room. The incident was a curious
one; but as I had not the means of identifying the pencil,
and had not searched the top of the door before beginning
the séance it does not carry very great weight. [Note C.]
Geo. Kixa.

Note A.~Attention has beon often drawn fo this point in communications
which have appeared in The Spivitualist newspaper.—C. C. B.

Note B.—The handwriting was dissimilar from that of ¢ Allie,” * Pheehe,”
and purported to be that of **Owossoo.”—C. C. B.

Note C.—The pencil found by me on the lintel of the door was identified
by me by certain marks as the same pcneil placed by Dr. Slade on the paper,
and subsequently dropped. It ought to be stated that my own chair was
dragged from beneath me by a force acting on the other side of the room to
that on which Dr. Slade sat; and that I was forcibly touched on the shoulder
under like conditions. With these additions, I coinecide in Mr, G. King's
reports—C, CARTER BLAKE.

REPORT3 OI'" MR, T. H., EDMAND3 AND MR. R. HANNAH, M.R.I.

Dr. Slade attended the meeting of the Research Committee,
and after a short interval was shown into the front séance
room, where he received the members by twos. Mr. R.
Hannah and I were the last to enter. We found Dr. Slade
standing by a common deal table, which, with the three
chairs to be occupied by us, was detached by an interval of
eight or ten feet from' the other articles in the room. I re-
ceived the slates which were used, one a double folding and
the other a common school slate, from the members who had
entered immediately preceding Mr. Hannah and myself, and
took them into the séance room. On the common slate a
short message was written whilst it was partially under the
table. I then expressed a wish that something might be
written in my pocket book, which I handed to Dr. Slade
with a small bit of my own pencil (blue). We were informed
that a trial would be made to give us a message, Dr. Slade
held the pocket book over the table open and in full view,
then dropped the bit of pencil on the open leaf, then turned
over the half cover so as to close the book, except so far as
wag prevented by Dr. Slade’s thumb being at one corner
holding the book. In about a minute, without any action
or movement by Dr. Slade, writing was heard to be in pro-
gress, the whole book being still in sight, as also were both
hands of Dr. Slade, one only being used to hold the book, and
a wmessage was written.

A small plece of pencil was then placed on one side of
the double slate and the other side closed over it ; the closed
slate was then held for an instant by Dr. Slade partly under
the table, but at Mr. Hannah’s suggestion it was put on the
top of the table, and pressed down with the tips of Dr. Slade’s
fingers and thumb. When the slate was brought np and
placed on the top of the table, Dr. Slade opened it to show
that it was then free from writing. Almost instantly writ-
ing was heard, and on opening the slate a sentence was found
to be written which was preserved and attested by Mr.
Hannah and myself by our signatures on the frame of the
slate, and the slate handed to Mr. Fitz-Grerald, to whom it
belonged. Mr. Hannah is of opinion that no more satis-
factory conditions could be required as proof that Dr. Slade
had no active part in producing the writings, than were
afforded by these two experiments with the pocket book and
the slate, and I concur with him entirely.

T. H. EpMANDS.

A series of sittings was given by Dr. Slade to the Re-
search Committee at 38, Great Russell-street, on the 15th
December. Hewas shown into the front séance room, where
he received the members by twos.

Mr. Edmands and I were the last to enter, and we found
Dr. Slade standing by a bare table, which—with the three
chairs to be occupied by us—was detached by an interval ol
eight or ten feet from the other articles in the room.

Mr. Edmands took into the room the slates to be experis
mented upon—one a double-folding and the other a commou
school slate.

On this common slate a short message was written whilst
it was partially under the table. Mr. Edmands then ex-
pressed a wish that something might be written in his
pocket-book. A very small portion of prepared lead was
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placed upon it, and Dr. Slade held it, quite open, in sight,
but partly covered by the corner of the flap of the table.
In about a minute the book seemed to shut without any
action on the part of Dr. Slade, and writing was heard to
be in progress, the whole book being then in sight, as also
were both of Dr. Slade’s hands. _

A small piece of pencil was then placed on one side of
the double slate, and the other side closed down over it.
The closed slate was then held for an instant by Dr. Slade,
partly under the table, but at my suggestion he put it on
the top of the table, and pressed it down with the tips of
his fingers and thumb. Almost instantly writing was heard,
and on opening the slate a sentence was found which was
preserved, and afterwards attested by Mr. Hdmands and
myself signing our names on the frame.

T do not think more satisfactory conditions could be re-
quired as proof that Dr. Slade had no active part in pro-
ducing the writing than were afforded by these two experi-
ments—with the pocket-book and the folding slate.

An incident attracted my notice during the sitting which
I may be allowed to mention, ag it bears on a part of the
evidence given in the prosecution, where it was said that
Dr. Slade adopted the rather uncouth mode of biting off
bits of pencil in order that he might have some pretext for
the noise made by “clearing his throat.” The only time
during the sitting Dr. Slade indulged in this ¢ knack’ was
when holding the pocket-book open partly under the table.
He had not hitherto bitten a penecil at all, as the sentence
on the common slate was written with a largish piece, which
had been on the table. The knack seemed spasmodic, or as
indicating that he might be in very slight degree in the
state which is called ‘“under control.” Besides these
writings certain unimportant movements of the table oc-
curred. R. HaxNAR.
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SONGS OF THE CIRCILE,

ko. 11.

B the grave of her I love, ‘
_ In the autumn gloom, I wahder !
Pule and wan the sky above,

In doepest grief, I muse and ponder.
Oh! the cold, the lifeless clay.
Mocking voices scem to say—

“ Murky night ends fairest day,

Hven love must pass away.”

By the grave of her I love,
In the smiling spring, I wander:
Blue and bright the sky above.
See, the sun shines gaily yonder !
And my heart is light to day,
For I hear her spirit say—
“ After darkest night comes day,
Love can never pass away.”

By the graves of those we love,
Let us often muse and ponder :
Lifting longing oyes above,
" Filled with awe, and thankful wonder ;
Knowing that, in this, our day,
Dear ones, gone before, can say—
¢ Love shall nevor pass away,
Death—not lovo-—has passed away!”
. E W,

A PRINTER’S POEM.

An 8 A now I mean to write,
2 you, sweet K T J,

The girl without a |,
The belle of U T K,

I 1derif you got the 1
I wrote to you B 4

I sailed in the RX. D A,
& sent by L N Moore.

My M T head will scarce conceive
1 calm I D A bright, '

But § T miles from you I must
M A~ this chance to write.

& lst, should NEN VU,
B ¥ Z, mind it not

If any friondship show, B sure
They shall not be forgot,

From virtue never D V 8,
Hor influcnce B 9
Alike induces 10derness
Or 40tude divine,—Banner of Liyht.

dorresponvence.

[Great freedom is given fo correspondents, who sotetimes express opinions diametrically opposed
to thoseof thisjournal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ; copics
should be kept by the writers.]

THE LOURDES WATER,

Siw,—In reply to “T’s”" letter in your last number, I beg to inform
him that it is possible to obtain some of the Lourdes water in England,
but that it cannot be sold, or given to anyone—still less can the genuine
Lourdes water be exported without the sanction of the authorities on
the spot. Nothing is more certain than that the sale of this fluid as a
mere drug would prevent the production of the extraordinary cures whick
result from its application to certain persons slone. The chemical pro-
perties of the water are perfectly normal,

If “T” is serious in the investigation, I recommend him to read the
fourth of the Manchester Dialogucs, by Father Harper, S.J., and then
try the water from Holywell, near Mostyn, which is nearer than Lourdes,
and of which the curative powers may be tested any day. The evidence
on this subject is so clearly summed up in this little book that I must
refer to it for the categorical statements of facts and evidence.

C, CarTER BLAKE,

MR. EGLINTON'S SEANCES, PUDLIC MEDIUMS.

Srr,—Mr. Eglinton has called my attention to a slight error in the
report of the Research Committee of the National Association, pub-
lished in No. 226 of The Spirdtualist, which I hope you will allow me
to correct. It is there stated that the committee had six séances with
Mr. Eglinton, and two with Mz, Herne, whereas the committee had four
séanees with each medium.

I have also been asked what is meant by the passage in an article in
your last issue, ‘‘ the Spiritualists’ Defence Committee should let it be
generally understood that if from this date any medium in pursuit of
gain shall place himself within reach of the law, the committee will not
help to defend him.” Perhaps you may think well to explain this
matter further. Ewmiry Kistineaury.

[We mean that if paid modiums admit people to their séances, who after-
wards bring charges at law against the said mediwms, Spiritualists shall pay
nothing to relieve them from the consequences of their own want of cars in
placing themsolves within veach of such accusers, If is a moot point whether
it would not be to the advantage of Spiritualism were thera no paid medium-
ship for the next few years, but as some very few good mediums have begun
to dovote their lives to it, these should be cared for by Spiritualists, who should
engage them to give plenty of private sgances, to which strangers may some-
times be admitted as a matter of grace and favour, but who should subscribe
nothing if paid mediums after the past warnings place themselves within
reach either of just or unjust attacks.~Ep.}

APPARITIONS AND MATERIALISATIONS.

Ste,—After reading the reports in your excellent paper of the recent
discussion upon materialisation, the question suggested itself to my mind,
Are apparitions materialisations? ~We will take, for instance, the re-
markable case reported in Z%e Spiritualist for last week, in which g
deceased officer appeared to two of his friends in a room sufficiently
light to distinguish objects plainly,” and held a long conversation with
one of them, the other one testifying that he had both heard and seen all
that took place. Was this form which appeared to these officers a
materialised form? If so, where was the * energy ” taken from ? The
identification was also here complete, and I find this to be the case with
nearly all apparitions: an apparition seldom leaves the spectators in
doubt as to its identity, whereas a$ séances ¢ spirits ” find it almost im-
possible to establish their identity. ‘Wil you, sir, or any of your able
contributors kindly take this matter up? Are apparitions materialised
spirits? If so, under what conditions does the materialisation take
place? Also, why is it that identification is so general in the one case,
and so rare in the other ?

It strikes me that studying these two phenomena—if they be two—
together may help to understand materialisations at séances better.

INQuIRER,

January Ist.

THE CADAVEROUS ODOUR APPERTAINING TO CERTAIN MATERIALISED SPIRITS.

Sir,—The singular phenomenon of a cadaverous odour attending
some spirit manifestations mentioned by Mr. Tapp (Spiritualist, vol. ix,
page 256) is not new to the ammals of Spiritualism, In Baxter’s
Certainty of the World of Spirits, an account is given of an apparition
in the house of Lieut.-Col. Bowen, in Glamorganshire, The book was
first published in 1691. I quote what follows from pages eight to sixteen
of a small reprint dated 1834 :—

Col. Bowen was a professed . atheist, and a man of dissolute life.
At the time of the apparition he was in Ireland, and his wife at their
Liouse in Gower, One night in December, 1655; she being in bed, a
person in the likeness of her husband, and just in his posture,” pre-
sented himself at her bedside. There was “a great noise, much like
the sound of a whirlwind, and a violent beating of the doors, or walls,
as if the whole house were falling to pieces.” The night following ¢ the
noise of whirlwind began again, with more violence than formerly, and
thie apparition walled in the chamber, having an insufferable stench,
like that of a putrified carcass, filling the room with a thick smoke,
smelling like sulphur, darkening the light of the fire and candle.” It
appears that  the smell of a carcass some while dead ” was observed
more than once. Some persons received blows the bruises from which
were visible the next morning. The apparition was seen several times ;
¢ it would come with a cold breath of wind, the candles burn blue and
almost out,” and with * sad smells of brimstone and powder, , . . Hig
voice hath been heard luring his hawks, a game he delights in, as also
the bells of the hawks.” ¢ Strange miserable howlings and eries were
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heard about the house ; his tread, his posture, sighing, humming, were
frequently heard in the parlour; in the daytime often the shadow of one
walking would appear upon the wall.” . .

This last passage is very curious, as it seems to imply that the object
causing the shadow was invisible.

At first it was supposed Col. Bowen was dead, but about May, 1656,
he returned to Wales, and after that the disturbances seem to have
ceased.

The story appears to be well attested. Several letters are given from
credible persons, one being from Col. Wroth Rogers, then Governor of
Hereford, and three from clergymen, from which I have extracted the
main points, L.

No precise answer to Dr. Carter Blake’s question is to be found here,
for though both the cadaverous odour and the cold wind are mentioned,
it is not positively said that they were assoctated. . .

I have a vague impression that I have seen notices of the putrid
smell elsewhere, but cannot now refer to the passages.

It is said that Mrs, Bowen was a religious woman, and shewed great
nerve under these trying circumstances. W. WHITRAT.

High-street, Hornsey, Jan. 4th, 1877.

SPIRITUALISM AND SWEDENBORGIANISM.

Smr,—As a constant reader of your journal, and as a Swedenborgian
Spiritualist, I feel much regret and surprise you should have published
Dr. Bayley’s philippic against Spiritualism, and am induced to send
you a spirit communication to my late husband, which I think suffi-
ciently corrects the erroneous views Dr. Bayley has set forth, repeated
from a lecture he formerly delivered. I hopeyou will think it advisable
to insert it in your next number, for the perusal, and, as I consider, the
benefit of your Swedenborgian and general readers.

The other extract is, I think, also valuable as bearing on the same
subject. Frawoms G. PRricHARD,

1, Bornard Villas, Upper Norwood, January 7th, 1877.

The following communication was written Sept. 25th, 1858 :—

“ The Church is now in a very different condition to its state some
ghort period ago; and now man is to become more conscious of the
reality of the spiritual world, and its connection with him and the
very principles from which he is able to act. As man becomes more
interior, communications with the spirit world will be multiplied, for
man first disunited himself from free intercourse with it by becoming
merely external, and as, by the Lord’s coniinual care to bring him to
interior states, he becomes more internal, his free intercourse with the
spiritual world will be restored.”

A Spiritual communication written through the late Mr, G. B, Prichard’s
mediumship, on the 22nd of June, 1862, after reading Dr. Bayley's
lecture on the Dangers and Unlawfulness of Communicating with
Departed Spirits, published in a series in answer to  Essays and
Reviews”

¢ Now you are yet in doubt as to genuine communication with the
gpiritual world. As the ideas of men savour of earth and time, so what
may be written will be of that kind. The Jews were forbidden to have
intercourse with spirits, because nothing of a heavenly nature could
gain access to their minds; therefore the spirits they associated with
themselves spoke of things of earth and were from beneath. The men
of this day, for the most part, are external, doubters, visionaries,
hunters after their own glory and worldly gain; therefore their commu-
nications are from low spirits, pandering to their external cravings and
luring them from the paths that the Lord has pointed out as leading to
higher aims and to eternal peace.

‘“ Now, some there are who live for heaven and tread the paths that
lead thereto; if these have communications from the spirit world, can
they be of a kind to open up the workings from below? Will you
ignore all your experiences to the contrary ? You have tried the spirits,
you have experienced feverish, exciting, and barren influences upon
your mind; you have also felt the calm, satisfying, and elevating effects
of your spirit communications from those who work for your eternal
interests : say, then, if the latter can be the-violent and forbidden
removal of that barrier which has existed between the natural and
spiritual worlds. The wise of yesterday are not the wise of to-day.
The times past are not the present time; nor are all the exigencies
of the former the exigencies of the latter. Argue not always from
the results in general, which may be the ephemeral results of
the hour, at a time when a new spiritual state is being opened,
and the spiritual world is daily gaining closer connection with,
and acquiring an increased influence upon the natural world, All
changes, both natural and spiritual, from a lower to a higher
state—from 2 state of less light to a state of inereased light—are
ever attended, as experience has ever testified, with apparent ex-
ternal injury to individuals; but it is but apparent, and, even ad-
mitted to its fullest extent, it is nothing compared to the countless
benefits that must result from the succeeding and superior state. All is
progress now; hitherto all was retrogression. Church succeeded
church, each church drawing to its close, and each church, up to the
Jewish church, being more external than its predecessor, and closing
more and more its avenues to the spirit world, till the barrier between
the two worlds became hermetically sealed, except as to the general
Jaws that prevailed of the operation of the spiritual upon the natural.
The Christian then followed, but that, though more internal than the
last, became corrupt and external, and is at this time totally dead,
except so far as the dawning of the new dispensation [New Jerusalem,
Rev. xxi. 2] may throw some light upon, and infuse some heat into, its
decrepitude, till its own glorious influences can operate from itself,
without the intervention of such an expiring medium. This church is
of anature totally different from all its predecessors. It carries not
within itself the seeds or the possibility of its dissolution, but will

increase in beauty and vitality till the end of time. Why, then, may
not the intercourse that has now obtained between the inner and
the outward world be consistent with the progress to be observed at this
day, both in natural and spiritual things? Even the members of the
new church may hug old prejudices, even as may be observed in the
consummated church, and in old and worn out systems affecting the
governments of nations, Let them observe the signs of the times, not
quick to adopt new ideas indeed unless fully tested, but yet not obstinate
to reject all things of what is understood by Spiritualism, against such
evidence as the man of wisdom will accept. Can you not look fairly at

the case? Judge from the experience you have had, and the fruits that
the future may produce.”

A SPIRIT HAXD,

S1r,—Dr. Monck being in Manchester last Tuesday (January 2nd),
I called on him at his hofel at four p.m., and after assisting him with
Lis writing, and taking tea together, at eight p.m., we went to a friend's
house in Burlington-street, but not before I took very particular notice
of Dr. Monck's appearance and dress, and the contents of a small box
and bag which I was asked by him to assist in packing, and which were
both left at the hotel.

There were eight visitors, including Dr. Monck, and two of them
strangers. 'We sat round an ordinary circular table, and were closely
packed ; we sat first in the dark, and while every hand was locked two
chairs were passed on to the arms of two of the sitters, on the contrary
gide of the table to where Dr. Monck sat; at the same time a large
heavy sofa was brought from its place, and set in a vertical position
closelbehind the medium, who was firmly held by Mr., Reimers and
myself.

Afterwards we had a light séance, in which every object was dis-
tinctly observable. A large musical box belonging to the house was
wound up inside by means of the lever, while Mr. Reimers had his
elbow on the 1id of the box, which was closed, and while holding both
hands of the medium in his. A small musical box lying on the table
was also wound up, started playing, and stopped as requested by the
sitters, no hands being near it at the time.

Now came the most exlraordinary manifestation. We had all of us
felt from time to time what appeared like the touch of a hand. I sat
next to Dr. Monck, not twelve inches between us; both his hands were
on the table, and feeling something touch me on the right side, I
looked down, and distinctly saw a white hand (rather smaller than my
own), come up between myself and Dr. Monck; in fact, it was close
under my eyes. A silkk folded umbrella was presented, and the hand
grasped it and held it two feet from the floor in a vertical position for
some seconds, and then in a slanting position at an angle of forty-five
degrees. Dr. Monck told me to take a slate which was lying on the
table, and holding it with both hands alittle above the edge of the table,
‘about six inchesaway from if, the hand came up again; Dr. Monck threw
a white handkerchief over it (to protect it from the glare of the gaslight),
when it took hold of a piece of slate pencil, and in sight of all the
sitters, wrote the words, * God bless you all, Samuel Lilly.” It then
dropped the pencil and disappeared.

Never before having had such an opportunity, the hand being close to
my body, I took very particular notice. I observed that at its first ap-
pearance it was semi-transparent, and each time after it came up it
became more and more dense, until the last time at which it wrote, it
was in appearance quite solid, and, moreover, I noticed that it was only
materialised to the wrist, below that it appeared vapoury.

This astounding phenomenon, occurring as it did close under my eyes,
dissipates for ever——at least, to my mind-—the idea of conjuring or
trickery. The evidence of an occult force or power producing this
manifestation was so complete that I felt any tests suggested by us are
of but little value in comparison with those given hy the occult force or
intelligence itself. If human testimony is of any value at all, then I
claim that the exhibition of such a phenomenon is worthy of better
treatment than the sneers of ignorance and the rancour of bigots, who
believe none but themselves, when an unwelcome truth or faet is pre-
gented to them.

The whole of the visitors signed their names, as witnesses to the fact
of the writing by the hand, which I possess, and will show to any who
wish to see it. Wirriam OxLEY.

Higher Broughton, Manchester, January Sth, 1877,

~

REMARKABLE SEANCES IN LIVERPOOL.

Srr,—Having witnessed some remarkable phenomena of a mesnieric
and psychological nature, through the instrumentality of Miss Parry,
of Spencer-street, in this town, I constructed a sort of original
cabinet in her father’s house, for the purpose of instituting a series of
experiments in the science and practice of modern Spiritualism. Every
suggestion, rule, order, condition, or regulation which I chose to pre-
seribe, from time to time, was faithfully acquiesced in, and cheerfully
obeyed, not only by the amiable medium herself, but by her parents
and friends, many of whom were present on each occasion, as believers
or sceptics. Mr. John Chapman, Mr. Manton, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Jones,
Mr. Wood, and several otlier ladies and gentlemen in this neighbour-
hood have been amongst the more regular or frequent attendants
at these beautiful and interesting séances. Lsay ““beautiful ¥ advisedly,
becanse we often required neither the aid of gas nor firelight to distin-
guish the various sitters, or the different objects and furniture in the
apartment, so brilliantly splendid and luminous were some of the
“spiritlights” (asthey were called), which notonlyilluminated the person
of Miss Parryoccasionally, but rather did they revolve around and above
us all, as seemingly conscious, intelligent, living powers, responding to
our remarks, atfirmatively and negatively, by one or three special
numerical flashes of the “lightning” of higher and better spheres,
It would occupy several columns of your valuable scientific journal
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were I merely to glance at el the striking and important facts wit-
neseed, especially by Mr. Parry’s family and myself, during the whole
of these practical studies. Taking as a fair specimen the last sitting
it was my privilege to enjoy in Spencer-street, in the presence of
cleven other witnesses (and the names, addresses, dates of meeting,
and other details I possess), I may observe that we commenced our
proceedings by singing the hymn, “ O land of bliss.”” The centre table
of the room first gradually “bowed,” as it were, to each person pre-
sent, then rose more than a foot, and remained for 57 seconds suspended
without the touch of mortals; it next slowly descended, and kept
time and tune as cleverly as could the possessor of those phrenological
organs in the best-developed head of humanity. Miss Parry was next
locked in the kind of novel wardrobe to which I have already referred,
the apertures or windows of which were entirely out of her reach,
She was placed on a seat very far back from the folding doors, and
quickly passed into a profound state of nervous coma or trance, becoming
controlled by the spirit of a younger brother, who recently departed this
life, Hisaddresschiefly related to certainsayingsand doings of astranger
in the room, which circumstances had actually transpired during that
day. The full and precise character of the details tended not a little
to disturb the equanimity of the recipient of the remarks, he exclaim-
ing, with much vigour and excitemens, ¢ Lord help us ! what ¢s coming
upon the earth? That young lady is bewitched, for every word and
deed is true.” . I then placed a violin upon the top of the cabinet
(which none but myself could possibly reach), and asked to be favoured
with a little ;mnusic, wherenpon it began to be very skilfully manipu-
lated by some invisible master-hand, evoking sounds richly and rarely
sweet, as it floated round the room. I thensaid, *“Verily, Spiritualism
is to me a thing of beauty and a joy for ever, dear spirit friends.”
And instantly I was caressed upon the face with a soft, delicate, fairy-
like hand, accompanied with three pronounced raps on the head by
means of the said violin itself. The latter instrument then literally
danced on the top of the cabinet, at the same time playing very
accurately (without a bow) the well-known tune called “The White
Cockade.” After answering various questions which I put, either in
writing upon paper, or by raps upon the ceiling, chairs, table, or the
heads of sitters, not one of which was submitted in English, but, on
the contrary, in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, French, and German,
the violin, at my own request, left the top of the wardrobe, or
cabinet, shook hands, so to speak, with me in a really demonstrative
manuer, and remained tightly fixed under my arm, to the evident
consternation and dismay of previous unbelievers. The séance was
deciared by many persons having large “ experiences of Spiritualism,”
to have been seldom, or never surpassed in perfection of proofs, since
the final phenomenon with which we were favoured was the ma-
terialised form of Miss Parry’s chief control, namely, her brother
“ Willie,”” a form that on this interesting occasion constituted a human
angelic figure, gorgeously apparelled, not only in a robe of light, but a
galaxy of stars, Wirtian Hireamay, M.D.

Liverpool, January 1st, 1877.

THE MEDITMSNIP OF DXR. SLADE.

Si8,~—7 should consider myself unfaithful to the cause of Spiritualism
(in which I firmly believe) were I to omit, in the present erisis of its
persecution, to publish my own experience of the mediumship of Dr.
Slade, and therefore request you will do me the favour to insert the fol-
lowing in your next issue of The Spiritualist.

Being intensely disgusted by the remarks under false pretences, admit-
tedly made to Dr. Slade by a young and inexperienced individual,
lamentably ignorant of the phenomena of Spiritualism, I sought the
opportunity of obtaining several sittings with him, and for this purpose
took up my residence with Mrs, Burke, at No. 8, Upper Bedford-place.
The night after my arrival, that lady was sitting for a few minutes with
Dr. Slade and his relatives, after his return from the theatre, between
11 and 12 o’clock, when he suddenly exclaimed—‘ Why, Mrs. Burke,
I see the name of John Hale written over your head, in letters of light !
Did you ever know any one of that name ?” to which Mrs. Burke replied
in the negative. She mentioned the circumstance the following morning,
at breakfast, when I said, *“ That was the name of my father!” A day
or two after this occurred Mr. and Mrs, Blezard (two entire strangers)
arrived from Lancashire, and had a sitting with Dr, Slade. These
persons had not the remotest knowledge of me or any one connected
with me. The first communication they received, and which they
naturally expected would be from some friend of their own in spirit life,
was from my father; it ran thus: My daughter is in this house;
I wish. to communicate with her.—John Hale)? This was found
written on a perfectly new slate when it was turned up—it having been
merely placed on the top of the table, before their eyes. On Mr. and
Mrs, Blezard's return from their séance theyinquired whether there was
any lady in the house whose maiden name was Hale, Of course I
replied that it was mine, and on receiving the spirit message, I at once,
in company with my friend, Mrs, Tennyson Ker (sister of the Laureate),
obeyed the request, and had a séanee with Dr. Slade, when I received
and heard written on a new slate (placed before me on the table, one of
the doctor’s hands heing placed over my two, his other on the slate), the
following communication :—

My Dear Cnio,—1I have been long anxions to come to you, and tell you T
am by you when you call for your father. Your good aunt Mary Ann is
present, also your loving sisters Mary and Fanny. We are in hope to be able
to came to you and commnunicate to yon through yonr own mediumship, and
shall, if yon will sit often for us to come. T see I have not room now to say
ull I wonld like, Belisve me, my dear child, to be your loving father

Jonx Haru. -

Mrs. Tennyson Ker also received several signed messages from her
relatives in spirit life,

I have only to add (and after several weeks residence under the same
roof as Dr. Slade and intimate acquaintance with Lim), that I believe
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him to be incapable of trickery in any form; he has no occasion for it,
being the most gifted of mediums, and he has a most delicate,‘ sensitive,
and honourable nature. C. Burtox Burrow, née HaLE.

8, Upper Bedford-place, London.

SPIRITUALISM IN CARDIFF.

Srr,—TIf you kindly insert the following notice, the Cardiff society of
Spiritualists, known by the name of “ The Cardiff Progressive Insti-
tute,” will deem it a favour to the Spiritualists of Cardiff and surrounding
districts.

The want of a central room having been long felt by Spiritualists
here, for the investigation of spiritual science and the phenomena
connected therewith, this want is now supplied by our obtaining a com-
fortable room, well situated, at 109, Frederick-street, adjoining Crock-
herb-town. It is sufficiently ecapacious to comfortably accommodate
over one hundred persons. Woe are indebted to the generosity of Mr.
Robert Haily, of Osborne Villa, Canton, and others, for having it com-
fortably and substantially furnished with every convenience.

As yet our numbers are small, considering the population of this
important town, therefore we earnestly request the co-operation and
assistance of all those in Cardiff and swrrounding districts who call
themselves Spiritualists, ag our sole desire is to cultivate a spiritualised
nature, through communion with departed friends. The society will be
most grateful for any gifts of books or pamphlets.

The principal Sunday service commences at 6.30 p.m., to which we
invite as many as the room can hold. Any further information respect-
ing the society will be most gladly given by '

Ricnarp Brooks, Secretary.

8, Victoria-street, Adam-street, Cardiff.

ABNORMAL VARIATIONS IN THE WEIGIT OF OBJECTS.

Sm,—In Dr. Carpenter's recent lecture on Spiritualism, which I have
but just read, I find him reported to have said as follows :—¢* I received
a letter not long ago from a medical man at the West Fnd, telling me of
a very singular case about an individual standing in any part of the
room, who could make a table light or heavy by a simple effort of will.”
He then goes on to say that his idea was that this must be done in a
similar manner to the way in which the professional juggler Houdin
imposed upon the Arabs. Dr. Carpenter further says he questioned his
informant, and found that ¢ the performer could stand in any part of the
room, and command the table to be light or heavy at pleasure.” He
then says that he received a letter from the brother of the above medical
gentleman, in which he soon saw how the whole thing was done, or words
to that effect.

Now, sir, as T am the performer here alluded to, will you kindly
allow me to correct this false impression.

Dr. George Wyld and his brother called upon me upon other business;
I took them up into my private room, and there let them see and fest o
genune power or force that did make a table heavy or light without any
mechanical aid whatever, and without pressure from the hands, for
this was specially tested by Dr. George Wyld, So sure did this
gentleman feel of the genuineness of the phenomenon hefore him that he
made the remark, ““ This would be just the thing for Dr. Carpenter to
see.”” Itold him then, and afterwards, that I should be pleased to see
Dr. Carpenter at my house for this purpose whenever he chose to
come, that he might come when he pleased, test the powers when he
pleased, and if he wished he might bring his own table.

Dr, Carpenter has never availed himself of this invitation, and there-
fore has no personal knowledge of us; but, on the contrary, he goes
before 2 public audience and states what I can never believe was repeated
to him, viz., “ that the performer could stand in any part of the room
and order things to be done.” This, as far as my family are concerned,
is quite false, and I can only imagine it was put in this style before his
audience to induce them to think contemptuously of the whole subject of
his lecture.

Dr. Carpenter, in concluding his lecture, says, ¢ When such phe-
nomena can be brought before scientific men I for one will be quite ready
to witness thiem,” as if no scientific men had ever seen or admitted these
facts. But the conclusion is evident; Dr. Carpenter must think other
scientific men incapable of judgment, or he is himself prevented from
receiving what half the world knows to be facts, from the influence of a
most powerful and dominant idea, that all who admit them are border-
ing on insanity. Joux Rovse,

80, Goorge-street, Sloane-squaro, Dec, 23rd, 1876,

ANOTHER BREMARKABLE SEANCE WITH DR. SLADE,

S1r,—Possibly what I am about to relate may be of interest to your
readers, especially at a time when science is running amuck, creese in
hand, upon those who unfortunately happen to be mediums, simply
because it is either too arrogant to observe or too lazy to study the mani-
festations which are daily occurring, It is needless to go into a long
history of how I became a Spirituaﬁst. I have been for some time and
still am an investigator, although I may announce myself as having
been a firm heliever in what is called Spiritualism for nearly two years.
I have seen extraordinary manifestations in all parts of the world—
Tingland, India, Australia, New Zealand, and the United States—botlt
with professional and private medinms; and did I say I was not ton-
vinced of the superfuman (not supernatural) agency of the manifesta-
tions, I should simply abnegate the senses of liearing, seeing, feeling,
and smelling, and even be compelled to shut out my powers of reason.

I happened to be in New York last October at the time the news of
the Slade prosecution reached that city. I had previously heard so mucl
of Dr. Slade’s power, that when I heard of the Lankester-Donkin
affair, thinking it possible—though not probable—Dr. Slade was 4
trickster, I made inquiries of many, both professed Spiritualists and
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those who from curiosity paid their four dollars to see something
wonderful, and, having seen’'it, never troubled their heads further in the
matter. The result of my inquiries led me to the conclusion that Dr.
Slade was no common medium, nor in any way either a common or un-
common impostor, Since my arrival in Kngland 1 have heard much of
various séances held with Dr. Slade, and have noticed that his power
and the results of manifestations differ with each and every visitor;
with some the manifestations were simply wonderful, with others not
more than I could get in my own house with members of my own family.
I therefore made up my mind to try if I could not get the spirit of a
friend who departed this life early in 1868, and whose eyes I closed in
death, to come and control Dr. Slade, and afford me a test above all
suspicion. 'With this view I have sat with a well-known medium (Mrs.
Olive) four or five times, during the week before last, and have had the
apirit of my friend controlling her on several of these occasions, Knowing
.as I do the difiiculty spirits find in controlling new mediums, I wished
to know before I went to Dr. Slade whether there was any probability
of my being able to get Dr. Slade controlled by my friend’s spirit.
Having been assured that if I tried I should in all probability be success-
ful, on Wednesday, the 3rd January, at 2 p.m., I took with me a box-slate,
hinged, and closed with hook and eye, and went to the residence of Dr.
Slade, at No. 8, Upper Bedford-place, Russell-square. I had certainly,
about six weeka ago, been introduced to Dr.-Slade, and conversed with
him for two or three minutes, but he, as far as I know, knew nothing
about me. At all events, he knew nothing of my intended visit.

After entering the room, Dr. Slade asked me to examine the table,
which I did. It is an old rickety Pembroke table; upon it no suspicion
could attach as being constructed for tricks. The table was placed with
the flap sides facing north and south. I sat on the north side, the edge
of the north flap being before me; Dr. Slade sat on the east side. Fach
of us sat, not with our feet under the table, but parallel to the side on
which we were respectively sitting ; Dr. Slade’s feet were before my eyes,
iy feet before Dr. Slade’s. The hands of both were on the top of the table.
My box slate wag on the table. 'We had not been sitting more than a
couple of minutes, when the table began tilting and jumping about.
I felt my legs touched in different parts by something. All this time
Dr. Slade’s hands were in mine on the top of the table, and his feet in
full view outside the table. I wished mentally for a communication
from my departed friend, and asked myself, *“Shall T get one?” An
answer from the table came in the shape of three raps, and a signal
which Dr, Slade said was for the slate. On this Dr. Slade took one of his
own slates, It was quite clean. ¥e put a grain of pencil on it, held it
with his right hand under the table, his otlier hand being held by mine
on the table, and in a few seconds there was written, ** We will do all
we can.” There was no name to the writing. After the lapse of a
minute or so, the table again signalled for a slate. Dr. Slade took
another and larger slate, put a piece of pencil on it, and held it in
the same manner as before under the table, our hands and feet being’in
the same position. Some force bemeath the table forced the slate out
sgainst Dr. Slade’s alleged will three or four times. He then said,
¢ Let us try the top of the table.”” He then placed the slate on the top
of the table and a small piece of pencil underneath the slate. My right
hand and Dr. Slade’s left were placed on the slate, my left and his
right on the table. I svon felt the pencil grinding away under the slate ;
in a minute or two the slate was lifted, and on it was found, written in
a very fair hand, as follows:—

“ Drar Frienn,—May the sorrows and errors of the old year pass.

away and fade from memory, and may the New Year bring to you joy
and blessing that shall give you strength to stand firm to the truth, and
be faithful to our glorious cause that is so important to the nation, are
the prayers of your spirit friends and A, W, Stapg,”

After another pause, our hands holding each other on the top of the
table, my hands and arms began moving convulsively, like the piston of
a locomotive. This to me is nothing new, when I am sitting with and
giving, as I suppose, strength to the medium; it always occurs, but it
elicited a remark from Dr. Slade that he never felt so much power.
Soon again the signal was made for the slate. This time my box slate
was taken by Dr. Slade. It had never been out of my sight or reach
from the time I entered the room. Dr. Slade put a piece of pencil be-
tween it, and held it under the table, Here again some force pushed it
out three or four times. Dr, Slade put it on the table, opened if, but
there was no trace of writing. The slate was again closed, and Dr.
Slade’s left and my right hand put on it. Almost instantaneously I felt
the grinding of some one writing under my hand. After a short time we
opened the slate, and on it was the following writing :—

“T am still your friend, and ever shall continue to be; I remember
you in life, and shall in spirit.—Ever truly, W, BB

Now here I may be allowed to state that the initials of the person
whose spirit-I invoked were W. I'. I'.; that I never mentioned name
nor initials in Dr. Slade's presence; that I got what I wished for; and
that the handwriting is, not only in my opinion, but also in that of
another friend who knew him well, wonderfully like that of W. ¥\ F.,
After this, whilst sitting at the table, Dr. Slade’s two hands in mine, my
neck shawl—which was hanging round my neck with the ends in front
untied—was drawn off my neck. My calves were pinched, my beard
was pulled, and an attempt made to lift my chair. I willed mentally
that the chain of my watch, which was in the fob of my trousers, should
be pulled, and my watch drawn out. Nothing was done, although I felt
hands fumbling about my thighs and stomach. A signal was made for
the slate: on its being passed under the table and brought to light, there
was written on it “ Can’t get into your pocket”” Oun this I drew the end
of the chain with the key attached out, so that the key was just below
my waistcoat. Almost instantaneously I felt my watch drawn from the
bottom of my fob, and had I not stopped it, the watch would have been,
out of the fob. During all this operation Dr. Slade’s hands were under
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mine, on the top of the table. I then requested the table to be lifted.
I put my feet on the left foot of Dr. Slade’s, his two hands were under
mine on the top of the table. The table was lifted bodily about four to
gix inches from the floor. As one of Dr. Slade’s feet was at liberty, I
then requested him to put both fest under mine. He did so, and the
table, notwithstanding my downward pressure, was lifted until itg top
was on a level with my chin, when suddenly it fell to the ground with
a crash. The above are the facts that occurred at my séunce on the day
above mentioned.

I have given you at foot my name and address, as it is, in my
opinion, full time that those who have the fortune or misfortune to be
convinced that these every-day movements and manifestations are not
of human force, should come boldly to the front and avow themselves at
onee as Spiritualists, and not seek refuge under the unknown X.Y.Z.,
or call themselves simply z';westzlqators, with no fixed ideas on the sub-
Ject, more especially as science in its arrogance has dared to denounce
all those through whom the manifestations have arisen as impostors, and
all those who believe in what they see, hear, or feel, as dupes and fools,

A. T.T. PerERsos,
Armewood Towers, Liymington,

—_—

A SEANCE WITIL DR, SLADE, AND COMBMENTS,

_ Si,~—When the evidence, to quote Mr, Flowers, is so ¢ overwhelm-
ing,” one is almost afraid of wearying your readers by an additional
record of Dr. Slade's perfectly convincing medinmship. But as the
prosecution may not favour me with another opportunity of giving that
testimony in the witness-box, which Mr. Lewis declarsed would be so
“essential to the ends of justice,” T must seek for additional facts the
hospitality of your columns. My séance this morning was not more
remarkable than the dozens of others which in the form of “ proofs " must
be swelling Mr. Serjeant Ballantine’s brief to portentous dimensions. But
it afforded a particularly neat littls test—juss sufficient, we will say, to
make an honest materialist reconsider his creed, or to convert an applaud-
ing audience at the Xgyptian Hall into an indignant mob, demanding
back their money at the doors. And yet I did not even get the writing
on my own slate! but on one of Slade’s, which might have been treated
with a whole laboratory full of chemicals five minutes before I saw it.
And not even when the slate was on the table! And I didn’t get a
message from a friend of whom Slade had never heard; nor, with the
exception, perhaps, of one outlandish word, and two or three symbols of,
to me, profoundly doubtful import, in any of those half-dozen ancient
and oriental languages with which, of course, this accomplished ¢ rogue
and vagabond ” 1s thoroughly familiar. All this has happened over and
over again, and my poor little narrative will seem very tame in com-
parison. Yet, as Mercutio says, ‘it is enough, it will serve.”
¢What needs the bridge much broader than the flood?

‘We are not dealing with psychic force, but with trickery, not with
Serjeant Cox or Dr. Collyer, but with Mr. J. N. Maskelyne, for of Pro-
fessor Liankester's exposition of the art of conjuring one seldom hears.

Slade sat facing the window; I had a friend of my own pro-
fession with me, who sat on his right, I opposite Slade. There
were two slates on the table, of different sizes, the smaller, which
was to be used, we examined both sides of. Slade tlien took the
slate, and did nof change it—that is to say, we did not see him do so,
And the Langham Hotel did not fall -suddenly as I was passing it an
hour ago—that is to say, I did not see it fall. There was just as mueh
possibility of the one thing happening without observation as of the
other, 'We have been told that there is “an unsuspected amount of
credulity,” and *‘ an unsuspected incapacity for observation.” The in-
capacity for observation of us two who failed to detect the change of
slate under such opportunities as Slade had for changing it, and we for
seeing him do so, I should estimate at precisely the same quantity as
the eredulity of the person who, avcepting the accuracy of my statement
of the conditions, believes that the slate nevertheless was changed.
Sucli a person has not an intelligent experience of the resources of con-
juring, but simply a boundless credulity in them. I remember the in-
dulgent smile of superiority with whiclh Mr. Maskelyne, when in the
witness-box, put aside Messrs. Lankester and Donkin’s theory of the
pencil under the finger nail, and substituted one, at least practically
conceivable, of his own. Maskelyne knew what he was talking about
—they didn’t. I have put a hypothetical case to @ man at my club, who
rather * fancies himself "’ on the subject of conjuring, but who is without
any practical acquaintance with it, and have failed to get from him an

" admission which I got from Maskelyne without a moment’s hesitation

when I put the same case to the latter. The amateur conjuror of The
Ezxaminer, whom that paper represented as able to reproduce Slade’s
phenomena, has since, we hear, disclaimed any such pretension ; but I
have not observed any recantation by his faithful disciple who
wrote Zhe Examiner article. That writer honestly and clearly
described his own experiences, couldn't of course explain
them, but fell back on his conjuror, who had apparently
then only witnessed some feeble manifestations, which, to the inexpe-
rienced in medial phenomena, are always suspicious, and could, no doubt,
often be reproduced by mere trickery. But the conjuror, it seems, goes
again, has a better séance, and sees, presumably, what the writer had
seen. And, knowing what he is about, and, possibly, with the fear of
Mr. Joy’s challenge before his eyes, he “caves in.” The writer is,
probably, still writing about the * credulity ¥ of Spiritualists, uncon-
scious of the monstrous quantity of it implied in his own scepticism.
It is a pity, for no one could read the article without acknowledging the
intellectual honesty of the writer in recording facts, in the teeth of his
own prejudices. I hope he will study conjuring practically, and then
pay Slade a few more visits, and write another article. )

But, to proceed. Then Slade tried to put the slate (on which he had
placed the usnal morsel of pencil) under, but close against, the table.
When it had got half-way, that is to say, while half of it was still
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projecting and visible, it stopped. Slade said he could get it no further;
that some force resisted him. Iis right hand held it, his thumb being
on the upper surface, and his fingers below, supporting the slate. His
other hand was, and had been from the moment he took the slate,
joined with ours on the table. Then we heard a sound, in every
respect resembling that of a slate pencil writing on a slate. Slade’s
nails are so cut down that there is no projection beyond the flesh to
gerve as an instrument for imitating this sound. And only “incapacity
for observation *” could mistake an imitation so produced for the real
thing. A man who took it for granted that the sound was thus made
might easily mistake the reality for the imitation, just as anotlier, who
took it for granted that the sound was that of writing, might easily mis-
take an imitation for the reality. The influence of intellectual states
upon the interpretation of sense impressions is a source of failing alike
for believers and for prejudiced sceptics. Moreever, supposing Slade to
have had a nail long enough, and so to have used it, simulating with
exquisite skill the currency of the pencil right across the slate, the
dotting of the i’s and the crossing of the t's, I think those flexor tendons
of the wrist (which we saw) must have told the tale. But they didn’t.
The writing, as I therefore take leave to call it, without prejudice to
any other conceivable explanations of the sound which ingenunity may
suggest, was slow and deliberate, going on for two or three minutes, and
during all the time Slade held the slate motionless, as above described.
The moment its conclusion was announced by the usual taps, and Slade
was about to withdraw the slate, I called upon my friend to observe
this action closely; as we both did. Slade drew back the slate very
slowly, and, as he did so, line after line of the written communication
became successively visible on the upper surface. There were eight
lines in all, and they hiad to be read from Slade, that is, from the middle
to the further extremity of the slate. The message was as follows :—

¢« Friends, when you arc convinced of the truthfulness of this writing, wo
shall be pleased to help your friends to communicate. This you receive
from “A. W. Spapr”

Having read the message, we handed the slate to Slade, who at once
commenced wiping out the writing with his dry fingers. Suddenly
recollecting that it would be as well to preserve it, I stopped him, got
the slate from him, and kept it. Tt is now in my possession, with the
writing a good deal smudged, but still legible. I have gone in tiresome
detail into the deseription, in order to show that the only refuge for
scepticism (apart from doubt of my veracity), is in the suggestion that
the slate was a prepared slate, with suppressed writing, timed for de-
velopment, without heat (for no hands were laid on it), during the period
of two or three minutes that it was under the table. Any chemist or
other person skilled in such processes would only have to glance at the
slate and the writing to be satisfied that this is not the case, and that it
is slate pencil writing on an undoctored slate. But we have to deal
with people who, in their ignorance, in their suspicions, and in their
inability to conceive unfamiliar facts, are to the last degree credulous
and irrational. Itwill be well, therefore, if thisslate comes in evidence,
to have some expertto examine, and, if it is desired, to test it chemically.
If our opponents had common sense in this matter, Maskelyne ought to
be laughed out of court; bat it is easy to drive him out scientifically,
and we should be prepared to do so.

T wish that all new investigators with Slade could have the problem
reduced to such simple terms. The invention of tests, when obscure
psychological conditions are in question, is seldom likely to lead to
satisfactory results. People havenotlearned to understand this. That
failure or refusal of Slade to get writing in Mr. Hutton’s locked slate
has stuck in the public throat more than anything else, asit apparently
affected the tone of Mr, Hutton’s testimony, It has been done, however,
and that it could be done again I have not the smallest doubt. But it
is also quite certain that it cannot be done “ to order,” for any person
and at any time.

Tt would be very delightful to put Mr. Hutton into the box at
Clerkenwell, to say that he had at last got the desired and decisive test.
So it would be very delightful to obtain & message in open Court from
the Assistant-Judge’s deceased grandfather, revealing family secrets;
or physical manifestations that would amount to a very importunate
“ Contempt of Court.” TUnfortunately we cannot expect these little
dramatic surprises under psychological conditions; or, rather, we have
the strongest reasons for knowing that the very circumstances which
make them so desirable malke them also most unlikely. Unfortunately,
too, our facts have got far ahead of our philosophy, and there are so
many things which the public will not believe unless they are explained.
It is not so much the ignorance as the preconceptions of mankind about
spiritual beings that throw suspicion on the evidence we have to offer
of their existence. Such investigators as Mr. Algernon Clarke, for
instance, are quite sure there must be a trick when they get messages
from fictitious persons. They take it for granted that a spirit must be
a human spirit, and, what is more, a truthful human spirit, and are
incapable of looking at evidence apart from their preconceptions.

C. C. MassEy.

Temple.

Seirit Vorces Ar A Bep or Drara.—The following is an extract
from The Lives of the Nuns of Port Royal, and refers to the death of
Genevieve, the abbess, who passed away in the spring of 1646:—“1T
do not know whether I ought to mention one incident which we noticed
when she died. . . . . The whole of the community was standing round
her bed, and we were chaunting the Subvenite, according to our custom
at such a time, A very extraordinary thing happened, which we all
noticed. It seemed to us as if other voices mingled with ours, and
joined with them in supernatural harmouy. Perhaps this may have
been merely our imagination; but we were all certain that the angels
rejoiced when they received her soul, and although our semses may
have deceived us our hearts showed us the truth.”

SERVICES AT ST. JAMES'S HALL.

Lasst Sunday morning, the Rev. H. R. Haweis, whose church in
Cavendish-square is undergoing extensive repairs, gave the first of a
series of discourses at St. James’s Hall, which was well filled on the
occasion, In the course of his remarks he said, that in previous cen-
turies religion had denied the reality of the solar system, but now a
reaction had set in, and physical science was attempting to deal with
mental and moral questions, and to deny the existence of God Himself.
This was but natural reaction ; overstatement on the one side having
led to overstatement on the other, The men who taught these things
were better than their creeds; they were persons whose heads weighed
down theiy hearts, and if such men lived noble lives, it wag in spite of
their eonvictions, and not in consequence thercof, for such people had
no ground for their morality or their religion. If they told him to live
like a spiritual being, yet took away his soul and his God, what was
there to live for? Men without an immortal destiny would be like
candles upon a Christmas-tree. Further, religion would consist but of
bubbles of sentiment, without any permanency; and he would yas—
“ Take it away ! I do not wish my highest feelings to be played with.
Take it away! Why cumbereth it the ground ?” During the past
year there had been catastrophes and calamities which would almost
induce men to doubt the existence of God, were it not that some of
these were preventable by man, and that there was a moral discipline
connected with suffering. There was that within man which gave him
a peace and a power which the world could neither give nor take away ;
which made him feel that, living or dying, he was the Lord’s. These
trials made men look up to Him, and taught the sufferers that they had
but little time to dwell here below, that every human life was but as a
drop of water, although in the future, when it extended from time into
eternity, it would be as the ocean, Those who wers filled with this
hope and this conviction, could say—

My spirit shall arise again
By Him reealled to breath

Who captive lod captivity,

‘Who robbed the Gravoe of victory,
And took the sting from Death.

THE TESTIMONIAL TO ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,
TIE REPORT O THE COMMITTEE,

Tur total amount of contributions received is eight thousand one
hundred and fifty-three dollars and thirty-seven cents. (#8,153.37,) Of
this sum, six hundred and sixty-five ($665) are in promissory notes
payable to Mr. Davis in from one to ten years. Add to this expenses’
of printing, postage, etc., one hundred and nine dollars and seventy-five
cents. ($109.73.) Deducting these sums from the first amount, leaves
seven thousand three hnndred and seventy-eight dollars and sixty-two
cents ($7,378.02) net (about £1,850), which sum is securely invésted.

It will be observed that the interest on this investment will give to
Mr, Davis about $500 per annum. Irom this time forward all commu-
nications and payments should be addressed direct to him at Orange
New Jersey. ’

In closing this Birth-DayTestimonial to the author of Nature's Divine
Revelations, the committes desire to return their heartfelt thanks to all
who have so cordially responded to the call and seconded the appeal,

WirLiam Grer 7"

New York, Dec. 20th, 1876. C. 0. POOLFIzDg'ZIC’re?g;;j .

LEITER FROM A. J. DAVIS TO THE COMMITTEE AND CONTRIBUTORS.

VeRy DEAr FrIENDs,—In accepting from your hands all the money
and the notes which you have received from the contributors to the
“Testimonial Fund,” I experience a thankfulness which I cannot
embody in words. Your investment of all the available funds is in
accordance with my particular request, and meets my entire approba-
tion. 'The security is ample, and I am certain that the interest will be
promptly paid; as also would be the principal, should an emergency
arise making it necessary. °

To you, gentlemen of the committee, and to each and all of the
generous men and women who have made contributions, and sent en-
couraging words, allow me to say that I recognise in your bestowments
the beauty of spontaneous goodness and friendship; and my beloved
companion unites with me in returning to you, one and all, to strangers
and acquaintances alike, the profound gratitnde of our gladdened hearts.
The sum accumulated for and given to us—to hold up our hands, and to
fortify us in our work for human progress and happiness—is much
larger than we dared hope. Industry everywhere was depressed
business almost at a standstill, and even the exceedingly rich felt poort
Under these circumstanees, to say nothing of the many large demands
made upon believers in Spiritualism on all sides, it was not reasonable
to expect anything. And yet, the responses to the call of the committes
were immediate, sympathetic, and most generous-hearted. We did not
before imagine that we possessed so goodly an array of practical friends.
‘We feel deeply enriched by this discovery, and believe that the good of
it will live within us throughout our lives. Besides the efforts of the
committee, we remember the loving and frequent service rendered by the
editor and proprietors of the Banner of Light; also, the kindly and
earnest co-operation of the editor of the Religio- Philosophical Journal ;
as well as the words printed and spoken by our esteemed Spiritual
friends in England, Germany, Russia, and Australia. 'The result upon
ug so far is, we have been enabled to withdraw from the external
world of trade, by which for four long years we were constantly en-
thralled; and now we begin, faintly, to realise a degree of mental and
gpiritual liberty, which in due time may become fruitful. And for this
great blessing, and more especially for the good that may grow out of it
we desire to render loving gratitude to all who have united in this testi.
monial of friendship, fellowship, and trust. A, J. Davis,

Orange, N.J.,, December 20th, 1876,
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY,
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND
BIOLOGY,

Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit-

walisny, obtainable of 'W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News-
aper Branch Office, 88, Great Russoll-street, Bloomsbury,
ondon, W.C. :

[For purposes of mutual convenlonce the above office had hoon
rented on the premises of the National Association of Splrit-
ualists, but the Assoclation and Zhe Spiritualist Newspaper and

g&gﬂﬂng business are not in any way connected Wwith each

THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dalo
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Conrt of Naples. A
standard work contalning interesting jand well-authenticated
facts, proviug the reality of spirit commniunion. It nlso contains
nu claborate cssay definiing the author’s views of the relation-
<hip of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s. 6d,

FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen, An excellent book of absorb-
fng interdst, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ-
fug manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. 6d,

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committeo of
the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary,
scientific, and other professtonal men who investlgated Spirltual-
ism for two years without engaging ‘the services of any profes-
sionial medium, after which they published the report. Original
edition, 16s. ; moderately abridged edltion, 5s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT-
UALISM, by William Crogkes, F.R.8. The best work ever
published to scientifically demonatrate the reallty of some of
the physleal phenomena of Spiritual ism. &,

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by
Alfred Russell Wallace, .R.G.8. This book contains a masterly
prgument it reply to Hume's “ Essay on Miracles.” It also
vecords & large number of interesting spiritual manifestations,
and containg some of the personal expericnces of Mr. Wal-

lace. &8,

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE,
hy Epes 8argent, A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti-
cated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship

of Sﬁ)%rit,ualism to Religion and Science is also given,  5s,

CUONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey.
A brilllant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly
bound, with i}lt edges. 28

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, bry the lato J. W,
Tdmonds, Judge of the Supreme Conrt, New York, U ¥, This
ook consists of esshys on the Social, Moral, and Scientiffe
aspects of Splrititallsm. 3a, 6d.

WHIEERKE ARE THE DEAD? OR,SPIRITUALISM
RXPLAINED, by Fred. A Binncy, A practically useful work
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes-
gional and non-professional mediums, also about the periodical
and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM
IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman. Contains hnportant
facts cannected with the early movement in this country with
which The anthor was ideutified. and an aeeount of sonie of the
most remarkable of hiy {iersolml experiences. 1s. .

WHAT AM I? Vol IL, by L. W. Cox, Serjeant-at-
Taw. An introduction to Psychology. This book admits the
rcality of some of the Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism, but
argues that they are produeed by an alleged Psychic Torce,
unconsciously governed in its action by the thoughts of the
wedium or the spectators. 8s. The first volume of this hook,
which deals chiefly with Physiology, is out of print.

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev.
F. G. Lee, D.C.L. This newly-published book contains Facts
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions,
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witcheraft. The author admits the
reality of Spiritual visitations, but cousiders modern Spiritnal-

sm to be diabolical. Ie, however, gives valuable facts, pre-
viously unpublished, and printa the only authorised and com-
slete account of the Apparition seen by one of the ancestors of
ord L{ttlehon. 2 Vols, crown 8vo., 158,

WAL TIFE 1N SPIRIT LAND. Given through the
mediumship of Mrs. Maria M, King. This book professes to give
life experieuces, scenes, incidents, and eonditions illustrative of
spirit life. The preface says :—"*Experienced spirits state pro-
positions to man in the flesh as they would state them to each
other, expecting or hoping that they will not be taken for
granted because uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in
the light of all the reason and experieuce possessed by thosc
who_reccive their instructions.” bs, 6d.

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes
Sargent, This work, by an American author of aeknowledged
ability, gives an aecount of the materialisation of Splrits in
England and Awmerica during the past few years in the presence
of famons mediums, and, as a rule, before educatcd witnesscs
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work also
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology,
morals, and religlon ; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the
materialized sﬁimt Katie King, copied from a phomfmph of her
taken by Mr. Harrison by the nid of the magmesium light. 5s.

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev.
William Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability, Contents: The
Anti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age; Science and the
Supernatural; Miracles and Doetrine; Miracles and thie Be-
lieving Splrit; The Scriptures and Pneumatology ; Miracles
and ,Science: the Spirlt and the Prophets Thereof; Anti-
Sugematural Misunderstandings ; the Last Ecstatic; Matter
and Spirit; the Outburst of Spiritualism; Thoughts on Spiri-
tualism ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and
the Creative Spirit; Miragles and Iluman i\Iature: Miraelcs
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the 01d Testament; the
0ld Testament and the New; the Spirit: Jesus and the Spirit ;
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church aud the Spirit. 12mo.,
500 pp. _Cloth 10s. 6d.

ALLAN KARDEC'S #SPIRITS BOOK” (Blackwell),

7s 6.

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In
this extrpordinary book the author, who is a Professor of
Geology in Ainerica, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him
by vision events conneeted with the early lustory of geological
specimens® these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and otler
extinet animals as if living and moving before them ; tlhey like-
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals fwere
gurrounded.  The author also sent his clairvoyants {o examine
portions of different plauets, and they gave descriptions of the
Inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The
book Is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the
gensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. Tho substance
of & review of this book fu *“ The Spiritualist * was to the effect
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also
possesses sufticient Intelligence to select clairvoyants who would
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives
therefore narrows itgelf down to the question of the reliability
of ¢clairvoyance, whieh, when employed to gain information about
distant places ou earth, has been found sometimes to give ac-
curate results and somctimes inaccurate results. The review
further expresses the opinivn that if ever Interplanetary com-
munieation should be cstablished, it will be b{ means of clair-
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood
spiribual powers in man, Three Vols. 24s.; or 8s. per singlo

volume,

POLEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits
through the mediumshipof Lizzie Doten, The accusation issome-
times nade by disbelievers that spirit niessages are of altrumpery
character, but these beautiful pocms give evidence that all spirit
utteranees are not so. ‘ The Prophecy of Vala,” publishied
In this book, and professedly given by tho Spirit of Edgar Allen
Poe, is l?ether than any whieh that poet wrote during the whole
9§ 1&1; life ou carth, Best edition, gilt, 105, 6d.; cheap edition,
(N

POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through
the mediumship of Lizzie Doten, This, like the preceding worl,
is a collection of beautiful poems, 7a. 0d.

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H.
8. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. This book is dedieated to Mr.
Willlam Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russcll Wallace, The author
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York. and the
book censistg of descriptions of seances at which materialised
gpirits appeared under test conditions, in the Eresence of the
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Xddy Brothers,
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seances,
are Included in the work, 12 0d.

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS
LIFE. By Allan Putnam. 4s.

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER
WHICH HELPED THEM TO PERFORM MIGITY WORKS,
By Allan Putnam. 63,

PSALMS OF L1FE. A collection containing 150 pieces
of music, and 550 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John 8, Adama,

ha.

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. 6d. =

POEMS BY ACHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years o
public tranee spealker on Spiritual Philosophy. _ s. .

THE FUTURE LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizebeth
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. 6d.

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- |

ally through the mediumship of Mrs, Maria M. Kinﬁ 72, 6d.
THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSICAL
MAN SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle.
This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon,
and detatls the history of his subsequent development. 7s. 6d.
THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS ; OR, GENESIS
AND GEOLQGY, By William Denton, 3s.
MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Kobert Dale Owen.

33. 6d.

LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the
testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave. 5s.

AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a
viston of scenes in the Spirit Land. 33, 6d.

HEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE
BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY,
Christian spirit-messages given through the mediumship of F. J.

T, {(Part onc), 6d. .
HEAVEN OPENED, containing further doscriptions of,

and advaneed teachings from the Spirit Lund, (Part two), 6d.
HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL-

TSM, by M. P. 25, 6d. .
WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.8.; contains

experiments on Mesnerism aud arguments relating to Free Will, |

25. 6.
STI;ANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair-

voyant. 6s.
THE INNER MYSTERY. An isspirational poem.
By Lizzie Doten. _2s.
ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d.
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive

principles, 8s. 6
ASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT
WORLD. Through the mediumship of BMrs, Conant, 7s. 6d.
BIOGRAPIY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s, 6d.
CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s.
DENTON'S POEMS. 2s.
RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton,  6s, 6d.
RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton.  6s. 6d.
OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d.
BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood's
translation.) s, 6d.
SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s.
THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Teebles.

7s. 6d.

ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Pesbles. 10s.

STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM-
DULISM. 7s. 6d.

MRS. CROWE'S NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s.

MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALLSM, by Emma
{lardinge. 158, .

THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior, 12s. 6d.

GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. Aninteresting
little book. containing messages given by Spirits through the
Writing Mediumship of a Lady, s, od. X

PSYOHOLOGICAT MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and
Dr. Daniel H. Tuke. 23s.

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. 6d.

TIIE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULTU,
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the
Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon
Callaway, M D., in three parts, 12s.

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS' INVESTIGATION
INTO TIIE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
by Thomas P. Barkas.

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the
Tev. Bourchier Wrey Saville, MLA. _4s. 6d.

HESPRERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s.

ARCANA OF NATURE. Two Vols. By IIudson
Tuttle. 68, per Vol

ARCAN A BF SPTRITUALISM, by Iudson Tuttle.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson
Tuttle. 23. 6d.

P SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Colleotion of Songs for
the use of Spiritualists. 1s. Paper, 6d. .

DEMONOLOGY AND WITUHCRAYT, by Sir Walter
Seott. 6s.

S1GNS BEFORE DEATH. A Record ot Strange
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreamns, cte.  3s. 6d.

STORIBS OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2, ILISTORY
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. Gs.

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO-
BIOGRAPIY OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase.
4s. 6d.

NATURE'S LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. An Bx-
position of Spiritualism.  6s.

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com-
munications from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post.
53, 6d.

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by
J. 0. Barrett and J, DL Peebles.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION
TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 5s.

THE DEMONLACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
By Tfugh Farmer, 1765. 29, 6d.

ANIMAT, MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Con-
tains Records of Experiments relating to Mesmerism, Soummnam-
bulisim, and Clairvoyanee, and philosophical considerations con-
nected therewith. This work gamed the prize offered for com-
petition by the Milan Society - for the Encouragenut of Arts
and Sciendes, (Pub, at 7s. 6d.} 4s,;

NEW WORKS OF M. CHARLES GOUNOD.
PUBLISHED BY THE
MUSIC AND ART ASSOQCIATION,
39, Great Marlborough Street.

ON THE SEA OF GALILEE. Arranged by E. TINEL as
Pianoforte Dust and Vocal Solo. Price 6s.

LA VENEZIANA. Pianoforte Solo, 4s,

FETE DE JUPITER. Grand March, 4s.

OFFERTORIUM. For Organ, 4s.

JOAN OF ARC. French Vocal Score, 10s.

BALLAD OF THE PAGE, English and French words, 48,

Also A SERIES OF SEVEN DUETS containing the Prin-
oipal Musio, arranged hy the composer expressly for Her
Majesty the Queen and H.B.H. Princess Beatrice. Nos. 1
and 2, price %s. 6d. each. Nos. 3,4, 5, 6, and 7, price fs

sach,

ILALA, May, 1874. Words by Lord Houghton, written in
commemoration of David Livingstone, 4s, *

My True Love hath My Heart, 4s,

Chidiock Tichborne, 4s.

Go, Lovely Rose, 4s,

A Series of 12 Part Songs, 6d. each.
made to Choral Societies.

NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE
MUSIC AND ART ASSOCIATION.

MISS TREHERNE (MRS, WELDON).—The Brook, words
by Tennyson, 48. Hier au Soir, words by Victor Hugo
(English words by Mrs. Fric Baker), 4s.

ALFRE{ RAWLINGS.—Lullaby, words hy Bradwyn DBrad-
wen, 4s. Beware, words by Longfellow, 4s. Part-song,
To the Cuckoo, 6d. .

JOHN URLCH.—Bagatelle, words by T. Hood, 4s. Venetian
Parcarola, 4s. Pity tho Wives at Home (sailor song), dedi-
cated to Samuel Plimsoll, Esq., M.P,, 4s. Mazurka, 4s.

F. CLAY.—Enid’s Song. 4s, Elaine’s Song, 4s, Vivien's
Song, 4s. Guinevere's Song, 4s. Mary's Song, 48. There
is no Flock (Resignation), 4s. Sands of Dee, 4s.

HAMILTON CLARIKE.—Serenade for Pianoforte, 4s. Ditto,
arranged as a Duet for Pianoforto, 5s. Two Voices: a Song,

4s,

ALFRED CELLIER.—Flower Girl: a Song, 4s.

KJERULF.—On the Heather; Danish Melody.

Grannie’s Nursery Rhyme Quadrilles, with Pertrait of Mrs.
Weldon, arranged from Grannie's Nurgery Rhyme Book, by
Mrs. Weldon, 4s.

Subseribers’ Names received for Grannio’s Nursery Rhym»

Book—Subscribers, §3.; Non-Subscribers, 79, 6d.

Special arrangements

All the music published by the Music and Art
Association, 39, Great Marlborough-street, is sold for the
benefit of Mrs. Weldon's Orphanage,

A Ligt of Works sen! post-free on application,

THE MANAGER, MUSIC AND ART' ASSOCIATION,
9, GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET.

B Now Ready.—Filty-seventh Year,
APHAEL’'S PROPHETIC ALMANAC &
MESSENGER rOR 1877, Post free Seven Stamps; or,
with EPHERMIS, Thirteen Stamps.

London: Catty and Dobson, I, Ivy Lane, E.C,
DR. SLADE.

“«THE SPIRITUALIST” O1' SepT. 29TH CONTAINS
ALL THE EVIDENCE ON BOTH SIDES,

“7 HICH was given for and against Dr. Slade
in the Z¥mes newspaper, It containg & reprint of
the letters in the Times from Professor Lankester, F.R.8.; Dr,
H. B. Donkin; Colonel Lane Fox, president of the Anthro-
pological Institute; Dr. Carter Blake; Mr. C. C. Massey,
barrister-at-laws; Mr, J. A Clarke; NMr, A. R, Wallace,
F.R.G.8. s Mr. A, Joy, M.Inst.C.E.; Mr, G. C. Joad; Mr, Park
Harrison; Mr. Serjeant Cox; Professor Barrett, and Dr.
Siade.~21d., post free. .
‘W. H. Harrison, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.(C.

By Royal Letters Patent.
“«KRINE COSMETIC,” THE HAIR
BEAUTIFIER,

PROMOTES THE GROWTH OF THE HAIR, AND

IMPARTS TO IT A HEALTHY BRILLIANOY

IT CLEANSES THE HEAD, AND
RESTORES TO GREY HAITR ITS ORIGINAL COLOUR,
It is a Preventive of Cold in the Head, and affords a
grateful velief to Headache.

This Hair Wash will not soil the most delicate Laoe or
Cambrie. It i3 entirely free from lead and all other mineral
and noxious ingredients, a8 may be proved by chemical
analysis.

The above fact renders THE “KRINE COSMETIC" an
invaluable preparation for the Nursery as well as for the
Toilet of the Adult, superseding the use of Pomade or any
other emollient.

Sold by Chemists and Perfumers at 3s. 6d. per Bottle,
‘Wholesale and Retail by Fierp and Co, 21, Charing-cross,
London, S'W.; or of Mr. JOEN ROUSE, 80, (ieorge-street,
Sloane-gquare, 8. W,

Publinhed at 7s. 6d. Beduced to 4s,
ESMERISM, ANIMAL MAGNETISM,
and SOMNAMBULISM, with experiments and obser-
vations, also illustrative instances of analogous phenomens
oceurring spontaneously, and an appendix of corroborative

facts, by

EDWIN LEE, M.D,
Corresponding Member of the Medical Association of Prussia,
the Royal Academy of Medicine of Belgium, the medical
academies of Paris, Berlin, Munich, Brussels, Madrid, Turin,
and Florence. ’

The Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts and
Sciences, awarded the prize offered for oompetition to Dr.
Lee for the above work on mesmerism and clairvoyance.

It 1s recorded in the life of Dr. Arnold, of Rugby. that he
said:—*I should like to hear something fresh about animal
magnetism, which has always elicited my curiogity. What
our fathers have done still leaves an enormous deal for us to
do. The theory of life itsolf probably lies within our know-
ledge. 'We perceive the counection of nerves with the opera~
tions of mind, but we cannot understand a thinking, a seeing,
or & hearing nerve, Here, and in many other points there is
room for infinite discovery, to say nothing of the wonderful
phenomens of animal magnetism, which only Englishmen, with
their accustomed ignorance, are apt to langh at, but which no
one 88 yet has either thoroughly ascertained or explained.

Published by Longmans at 7s. 6d. Reduced in price to 48,
Inland Postage, 4d. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office.
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SPIRITUALISTS DETFENCE FUND.

DRr. SLADE, s stranger, from the United Statcs, on his
joarney to St. Petersburg, is, by an unfortunate sentence of s
magistrate, under condemnation to imprisonment, and pum‘s].l-
ment appropriate to & criminal is meted _out to him. This
highly-gifted sensitive, the greatest mgdnum of yhe dny in
England, is condemned to “hard lahour,” and will, in January,
1877, become the forced associate of criminals. TUnless we
adopt some effectnal means, nothing can prevent this out-
rageons calamity.

The affair is not individual, hut relates to all. The struggle
raised before the nation is between Materialism ana Spiritusl-
ism. A more important issue was never before ns. Spiritual-
jsm demonstrates, throvgh facts oceurring sround us, the
existence of a future life; while Materialism would deprive
humanity of the precious doctrine of immortality.

‘When we reflect that the proceedings aimed at Dr. Slade
are really designed more as a hlow to t}le sm:red cause of
Spiritualism than against him, shall Spirtualists stand by
and accept the verdict without remonstrance? Will they,
without appeal, suffer him, whom they consider innocent, to
be imprisoned and puniched as a felon without a struggle?
Assuredly not. Conscience heing our witness, let us perform
what we know to he right. .

The question i3 before us. According to the measure of
support so will be the power of the Commitice, and their
ability jfor action.

Donations will he thankiully received by the joint treasurers
or hy the secretary.

The Executive Committee,
ALXYANDER CALDER, 1, Hereford.
square, South Kensington, 8, W,
J. EXMORE JOXES, Enmore-park,
3

S.E.
Honorary Treasurers. 4 qpo“gyrn, M.D,, 12, Great Cum-
herland-place, W,
€. O. MASSEY.
W. 8. MOSES, M.A.
H on. Sec~A.Joy, 69, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, W.0,

SUBSCRIPTIONS. .
s, d.
The St. Petershurg Committee .. 50 0
Mr. G- C. Joad 30 0
Miss Douglas .. 25 0
*Nicodemus " .. 25 0
Mr. Alexander Calder ... 21 0
» J. N. T. Martheze 20 0
Mr. Charles Blackburn. 20 0
Qountess Caithness . 10 10
Mrs. Weldon ... 10 10
Mr, Martin Smith . 10 10
. Thomas Grant 10 10
Mr. W.Tehh . 10 10
Miss H. .. 10
Sir C. Ish: 10
Mr, A, Tod . 10
» . 10
¢ Lady Jane Grey 10
T o 10
Mr, Hensleigh Wedgwood 10

Mr, N. F. Dawe .. .
Prince Fmile von Wittgenstein
Mr. J. Enmore Jones .
» C.C.Massey .
Mrs, Makdougall Greg
. Douglas Bayley....
Oscsr von Hoffman .
Dr. George Wyld .
Mr. T. E. Partridge .
Mrs Hennings.......
Mr. N. Kilburn, jun..
s A SOy e
Dr. 8, T. Speer
Mr. A, T. T. Peterson
Mrs. H. .oavven
An American ..
Mrs. O. Bird
A v.Ho venn
Friends at Belper, per W, P, Adshead
Neowecnstle, pec H. NN, Kersey,..
Mres. Straworidge..
Mr. J. B. Stones ..
T. J.T. (colleeted) .
Mr. H. Withall
Captain James
M.A. (Oxon.).....
Mr, C. Pearson .
AMr. W, P. Adshead .
Mr. ¥, W, Percival.
Dr, J. Dixon..
Mrs. Lowe ..
Mr. and Mrs, Cranstoun .
Mr. A, R, Wallace.
4 J» O, Ferguson.
“ Digciple ” ...
Mrs, W atkins..
Mr. 1. H. Gledetanes,
Mr, Geo. Stones .
» J. Mould
Dr, K. Cook..
K.

—
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Major Menars
Mr,J. C. Ward .,
E. D. Bogers .
Morell Theobald
‘William Theobald.......
R. M. Theohald, M.D
H. N......
J. André

Anon, per C. C. Massey .
A, M. W., hy Mr. J. Burns
Mr. T. P, Barkas.

s Tucker.....
Mrs 8. Parker..
Miss Douglas Bayley ...
Mr. A. Smedley ..

»  F.Smedley ..
D *” [ Clericus)
Dr. W.M Buchanan....
Mr. St. George Stock .
C. Reimers ..
J. Walhouse..
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Spirituaiists’ Defence Fund continued.

FROM AMERICA,

The following consists of amounts advertised as received by
The Banner of Liyht newspaper, Boston, U,S,, towards the « Slade
Defence Fund,” up to the 9th Dec,, of which £264 8s, has
already heen remitted to England,

dols.
Colhy and Rich (Publishers Banner of Light)

Boston . 200,00
Epes Ssrgent, Esq., Boston ...iieiieenns . 5000
A.P. H (z Spirit).. . 2500
Mrs. Mary M. Hardy, . 2500
Henry J. Horn, N, Y. City....... N 5,00
Jefferson Cutter, Medford, Mass.. . 3,00
G, Sweet, N. Y, CitF.uuciierivenrin . 2,00
Iraac Gibbs, Springfierd, Mass. . 6,00
Harvey Howes, North Bennington, Vt. . 5,00
John A. Day, Norfolk, Mass.. 2,00
H. E. Parsons, Ashtabuls, O.. . 100,00
J. L. Donaldson, Boston, Mass.. . 500

VH.R,. . 8,00
Chas, Levy, St. s, 2,00
A. Fuller, Waldham. Mase.., 2,40
Emma Hardinge Britten, Buston 10,00
L. B. Wilson, Boston ,, 3,00
F. A, Gouald, Boston ... 10,00
G. H. Woodis, Worcester .. 2,00
‘Wm. Benson, Alhapy, N.Y. 100,00
David Appleton, Lowell, Mass, 100,00
Andrew Williams, Lawrence, Mass. 100,00
Jawes Codman, Worcester, Mass, e 100,00
Sarah Johnson, Worcester, Mass. 100,00
Dr. Josiah Jordan, Spuingtield, Mass, . 5,00
Mrs. Louisa Andrews, Springfield, Mass., 5,00
E. Crowell, M.D., Brooklyn, N.Y. . 50,00
C. M. Burrett, New Huaven, Ci.. 2,00
Geo. Stacy, Montreal, P, Q..... 2,00
A. Burford, East Liverpool, Ohio,, 2,00
M. A, Giles ee 2,00
0. Giles,...uu.. 2,00

¥ri 0 thi 2,00
W. Y., Philadelphin, P: 25,00
Joeeph Wescott, No, Castine, 2,00
Geo, W, Smith, Boston, Mass. 20,60
J. DuBois, Lverett, Pa.......... . 5,00
Mrs. A. C. Whittemore. New Boston, Ct. . 3,00
L. K. Joslin, Providence, R. I....... . 3,00
Jas, T. Walton, Terre Haute, Ind.. . 10,00
Chas P. Perot, Philadelphia, Pa. 5,00
A Friend, Spencer, Mass.. 2,00
Henry Seyberts, Philadelp . 2500
H. G, Wyte, Buffalo, N. ¥.. . 2,00
Joseph KinsoF...weeoreeess . 5,00
Mr. abd Mrs, K, P. Tucke.. . 3,00
Martin Hiscox, Providence, R. 1. . 2,00
Henry Rennan, W, Meriden, Conn. . 2,00
Henry Gildemeister, Bunker Hill, I11. 2.00
“ A Liberal,” Greenville, Me, . 3,00
H. K, Morrill...ccovnrenenienn - . 2,00
Jos, P. Hazard, Peacedale, R. T . 5,00
Dr. G.B. Brooklyn, N. Y. . 3,00
J. N.H., Peacedale, R. L. ,. . 2500
Joseph Beals, Greenfleld, Mass, . 2,00
Jas. Wilson, Bridgeport, Conn. 5,00
F. R. Baker, Topeka, Kan.. ....... 5,00
James Shackleton, Lawrence, Mass.. 2,00
F, Hinckley, Barnsiable, Mass. ... 5,00
Warren 8. Barlow, St. Johnshury, Vt.. 5,00
Frederick Schroeder, Papineau, Il1 2,50
Joseph Schroeder, ditto... 5,00
Samu.l Robinson, Swangea, N 2,00
David A. Mund;, Rahway, N, J. . 2,00
‘A Friend of the Banner” ....ccoveeies 50,00
J. W. Robios, M.D., Uxbridge, Mass 2,00
Mr, and Mrs, J. Roberts, Rush, N, Y. 2,00
J. B Angel, Red Bank, N. J. ....... 5,00
Lucy James, Danielsenville, Conn, | 6,85
Wm A. Atkins, Provincetown, Mass. 5,00
Mrs. Chas, Baluwin, Fayvlle, Mass 5,00
J. Mayo, Walitham, Mass, 2,00
A. M Gaffield, Aitt0.veeersnes 2,00
Isaac and D. W. Wright, Harvard, Mass. . 2,00
Mrs. A. L. Pratt, New Haven, Conn. ., 2,00
Samuel Smart. Willoughby, Ohio.... 2,00
Joseph Dimmock, Stonington, Conn, . 2,00
Robert Kerr Ellipwt, Live Oak, Fla, . 3,00
Jas. Lawnrence, ditto ...... 3,00
S. C. Moses, Mendota, 111 2,00
B. L. Wade, Jefferson, Ohio.. 10,00
C. R. Brooklyn, N. Y. ..... 2,00
J. T, Hamilton, Berlin, Wis. 2,00
E, Man, Litchfleld, Mich......,.. 5,00
E, Nickerson, Burton Harbour, Mich, 2,00
Calven Westover, Oxford, N. Y... 10,00
¥Friends, Charlotte, Mich. ........ 2,50
S. . N. Milletton, N. Y. ... 2,00
. R. Whitir g, New Haven, Conn, . 5,00
H.W. Ballard, Malone, N. Y. 2,00
‘W. M. C,, Phi adelphia, Pa. 5,00
B. Ellis, Plymouth, Mass.... 2,00
S. H. Austin, Syracuse, N.Y, .. 2,00
Jas. Thompson, Devonport, Ia. .. 2,00
Levi P. Benjamin. Friendship, N.Y. 2,00
Luther R. Ames, Worcester, Mass. 2,00
Ansel Edwards, New Orleans, La, . 3,00
Thomas B. Watford, Philadelphia, P: 2,00
J. L., NewJersey ... 2,00
Mrs. M, A, E, Green, W. 5,00
Dr.J. S. Loucks, Putgdam, N.Y..... 2,00
TRobert Rutherford, Rochester, N. Y. £,00
From One who Hates Persecutivn 10,00
J. D. Wheeler, Acton, Mass. ... 2,00
Henry Miller, Sacramento, Cal... 10,00
M. A. Briiton, Santa Rosa, Cal. .. 2,00
Tarvey Lyman, Springfield, Masa. 2,00
James 8. Draper, Waylaud, 2,00
Issac Snow, Boston, Mass. 5,00
C. N. Lyme, Philadelphis, Pa. 2,00
Mrs, Lavelette ..uvvieneines 5,00
Supdry persons . 1

L. Elliott, Live Oak, Fla. ...
Joseph Wiliougbby, Manchester, N.H, .
‘W, N. Choate, Jackson Mills, Mich. ..
E. J, Eempton, New Bedford, Mass,

Granville W. Lultens, M. Holly, N.J
Mrs. G. W, Keene, Lynn, Mass. ..

Mo g N S
oo e
SESBBEE

Charles Chittenden, Boston, Mass. .. . 3,00
T, T. Houghton, San Francisco, Cal. 2,00
P. A. Cornell, Central Village, Conn, 2,00
Friends, New Britain, Conn. v..ieeen 6,50
Friend of Religious Freedom, Dalton, Pa. 2,00
S. Morton, Winslow, N.J. iveeecreernean. . 2,00
Sums under two dols, (198 subscribers) ,........ 184,00

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT
HOME.

Inquirers into tho phenomena of Spiritualism should hegin
hy forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
professional medium present, Should no results he obtained
on the first occasion, try again with other sitters, One or
more persons vossessing medial powers without knowing it
are to he found in nearly every household.

Let the room he of & comfortable temperature, hut eool
rather than warme--let arrangements he made that nohody
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one
hour during the sitting of the circle.

Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, abont
the same numher of each sex. Sit round an uncovered
‘wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in contact with
its top surface. Whether the hands touch each other ornot
is ususlly of no importance. Any table will do, just large
enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The re-
moval of a hand from the tahle for a few seconds does no
harm, but when one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving
the table it sometimes, hut not always, considerahly delays the
manifestations,

Before the sitting hegins, place some pointed lead-pencils
and seme sheets of clean writing paper on the tahle, to write
down any communications that may be obtained.

People who do not like each other should not sit in the same
circle, for such & want of harmony tends to prevent manifes-
tations, except with well-developed physical mediums; it is
not yet known why. Belief or unbelief has no infiuence on
the manifestations, hut an acrid feeling against them is fre.
quently found to be & weakening influence.

Before the manifestations begin, it is well t0 engage in
general conversation or in singing, and it is hest that neither
should he of a frivolous nature.

The first symptom of the invisihle power at work is often a
feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first
manifestations will probahly he tahle tiltings or raps.

When motions of the tahle or sounds are produced freely, to
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to
the tahle as to an intelligent being, Yet him tell tbe table that
three tilts or raps mean “Yes,” one means. “No,” and two
mean * Douhtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is ‘under-
stood. If three signals he given in answer, then say, “If T
speak the letters of the slphahet slowly, will you signal every
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out & mes-
sage?” Should three signals he given, set to work on the

plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of
communication is established.

Afterwards the question should he put,  Are we sitting in the
right order to get the best manifestations?” Prohably some
memshers of the circle will then be told to change seats with
each other, and the signals will afterwards be stiengthened.
Next ask “ Who is the medium?’ When the intellizence
asserts itself to he related or known to anybody presen:, well-
chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the
statements, as the alleged spirits are found to exhihit all the
virtues and all the failings of humanity,

A medium is usually a person of an umpulsive, affectionate,
and genial nature, and very sensitive to mesmeric influences,
Mediums are of both sexes.

The hest manifestations are ohtaincd when the medium and
2]l the members of the circle are strongly hound together hy
the affections, and are thoroughly comfortable and happy.
Family circles wich no strangers present, are usually the hest,

Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms of other
forms of medinmship than tilts or raps may make their appesar-
ance, while by sitting regularly two or three times & weelk the
manifestations will 1apidly develope,

Among the varied phascs of the phenomena already ob-
served hy investigators may he noted the tollowing:—Move-
ment of physical objects, hoth with and without contact with the
sitters ; direct writing, drawing, and voices; entrancewent;
trance and ingpirational utterance ; temporary materialisae
tions ; involuntary writing ; hetling; visions; impressious
as well as many phenomena observed in the study of mesmer-
ism and clairvoyance. |

“THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER:

A Record of the Progress of the Science and Lthics o
Spiritualism.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, PRICE TWOPENCE,
ESTABLISHED IN 1869,

THE SPIRITUALIST, published weekly, is the
- oldest Newspaper counected with thie movement in the
United Kingdom, and is the recognised organ of educated Splritnal
ists in all the English-speaking countries throughout the Glohe; it
also lias an Influential hody of readers on the Continent of Burope.
The Contributors to its pages comprise most of the leading and
more experienced Spiritualists, including many eminent in the ranks
of Literature, Art, Science and the Peerage. Among those who
have published their names in connection with their communica-
tions 1u its columns are Mr. C. F. Varley, C.E., F.R.S. ;: Mr. William
Crookes, F.R.8,, Editor of the “Quarterly Journal of Science” (wlo
admits the reality of the phieromena, nut has, up to the present tlme,
expressed no decided opinion as to_their cause); Mr. Alfred R.
Wallace, President of tlie Biological Section of the British Associa-
tion for the Advancemient of Science (1876): Prince* Emile de
Sayn-Wittgensgtein (Wiesbaden): the Right 1Ion. the Countess of
Caithness : His Imperial Highness Nicholas of Russia (Duke of
Leuclitenberg); Mr. 11. G. Atkinson. .G .8, Lord Lindsay ; the
Hon. Robert Dale Owen {formerly American Ministcr at the Court
of Naples); Baron Dirckinck-Molmfeld (Holsteinf; Mr. Gerald
Massey; Le Comte de Bullet; the Hon. J. L. 0’sullivan, formerly
American Minister at the Court_of Portugal; Mr. C. C. Massey,
Barrister-at-Law; Mr, George C. Joad ; Dr. Robert Wyld; Mr. T I‘;
Barkas, F.G.8. ;: Mr. Serjeant Cox, President of the Psychologlcal
Society of Great Britain; Mr. Alexanderd Calder, President of the
British National Association of Spirtualists; the Kev. J. Tyer-
man (Australia); Mr. Epes Sargent’ (Boston. U.S.}: Sir Charles
Isham, Bart.; Mrs, Ross-Church (Florence Marryat); Mrs, Mak-
dougall Gregory; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Hussian Iinperial
Councillor, and” Chievalier of the Order of St. Stanislas (St, Peters-
burg): the Baroness Adelma Vay {Austria}; Mr. H M Dunphy,
Barrister-at-Law; C. Carter Blake, Doc, Sci., Lecturcr on Comparative
Anatomy at Westminster Flospital ; Mr, Stanhope Templeman Speer,
M.D. (Edin.); Mr. J. C. Luxmoore ; Mr. John E. Purdon, M.B. (India);
Mrs. Honywood ; Mr, Benjamin Coleman ; Mr, Charles Blackburn ;
Mr. 8t. George W. Stock, B.A, {(Oxon): Mr. James Wason; Mr. N,
Fabyan Dawe ; Herr Christian Reimers ; Mr. Wm. White (author of
the " Life of Swedenborg”); Mr. J. M. Gully, M.D.; the Rev. C.
Maurice Davies, D.D., anthor of “ Unorthodox London™; Mr. S.°C.
Hall, F.8.A.; Mr. H. D. Jencken, M.R.L, Barrister-at-Law; Mr,
Algernon Joy: Mr, D.:.I. Wilson, M.A., LL.
{Sinyrna) ; Mrs, F. A, Nosworthy ; Mr. ¥
bury : Miss A. Blackwell (Parig);: Mrs. F. Showers; Mr. J. N. 1,
Martheze; Mr. J. M. Peebles (United States); Mr. W, Lindesay
Richardson, M.D. (Australia) ; and many other ladies and gentlemen,
Annual subscription to residents in the United Kingdom, 10s. 10d.
To residents in the United States, 4 dols, 17 cents per annum. which
may be paid iu to Messrs, Calby and Rich, 9, Montﬁomery»place.
Boston, U.8,, and their receipt forwarded to W. II. Harrison,
%VgIéLlTUALIST Newspaper Office, 38, Great Russell-strect, London

Printed for the Proprietor by BEVERIDGE & Co., at the
Holborn Printing Works, Fullwood's Rents, High Holhorn,
in the Parish of $t. Andrew-ahove-Bar and $t. George
the Martyr, London, and published by E, W. ALLEYN, Ave
Maria-lane, London, E.C, :



