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Spiritnalism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting
"% not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences 5f eternaloxistence,
¥ausing us'to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong notto thespiritual,
O the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah-
%olate and enduring, becauae we ageociate our thoughts with the external and
APparentlylasting: but, onreflection, we discover that the only abaolute and en—

Wringfacts are beyond the tomh,

——

SABBATARIAN FOLLY.

Tue people of England are certainly a fres people. They
van po to church and chapel, and to public-honses on the
Sunday, but they must not hear such men as Professor
Huxley, Sir John Bowring, and Dr. Carpenter, discourse
on the marvellous workings of God in naturo, or listen to
orntorins from Handel and Mendelssohn. The Sunday
Observance Society, armed with 21 Geo. IIL., has lately
brought the lectures, which were being delivered at St.
Martin’s Hall on Sunday evenings, to a dead stop. We
are not much acquainted with legal statutes, but having
heard the act of George III. road, we feel that the Sunday
observance Society have made a silly mistake.. The act in
question was framed to put down places of amusement and
“.entertainment on the Sunday, which, in the days of George
‘II1., were much in vogue, to the utter {»rofanation of the day.
How such lectures, as those lately delivered at St. Martin’s
Hall, can be classified with amusements and entertainments we
are at a loss to conceive. It saroly cannot be a profanation of
the Sunday, for Science to unfold her sacred treasures in a
reverent and simple spirit; or for Sacred Music of the
grandest character to be heard. What has been offered to
the thousands who have congregated at St. Martin’s Hall,
has been of a highly instructive and elevating character,
manifestly legal, since no law exists which prohibits such
loctures. It seems to us, therefore, that the promoters of
theso Sunday evening lectures betrayed a needless fear, in
allowing the Sunday Observance Society to bring them to
o ptand-still.  If the Act of George III., which has been
thus brought to bear upon the St. Martin’s Hall lectures,
really means what the rigid Sabbatarians assume, then all
Sunday lectures, which are not sanctioned by the orthodox,
may be brought to a close at any moment. Woe have, how-
ever, no fears on this head. The feeling already excited
n the friends of re«l civil and religious liberty, is such as
to muke it a diffieult, to say nothing of a dangerous, path
for stiff-necked zealots of act of Parlinment piety to
bursue,
Lot every man worship God as his own conscience shall
approve. It is profanation of the worst kind to force the
ips to express what the heart does not feel; and this is
'Wlmt Sabbatarian fanaticism is doing; but vain the task.
The majority of thinking people reject the form without
the spirit of true worship, and ‘stay away from the churches.
And can the churches wonder at this, when instead of pro-
tressing with the human intelleet, they sieze the weapons
of porsecution and bigotry, and call upon the State to
uphold them in their un-Christian conduct?
Christianity, pure and undefiled, has no need for the
machinery of priestcraft and statecraft. Its power -is

inherent, and its laws give freedom to conscience. Christi-
anity rejects the trammels of sect, and holds all men to be
brethren. Hence, there is no danger to Christianity in
men worshipping God as their consciences approve. Those
who are so dreadfully scared at a little Science and Sacred
Music on the Bunday, if they would only read the signs of
the times, and look back as far, only as the reign of George
the III., would, we think, hold back, lest the Frankenstein
they are creating should terrify all the life out of them.
The time is past for Englishmen to be forced against their
will, to attend church, and, indeed, the surest sign of the
decline of the church would be in its efforts to revive
the obsoleto statute which renders it penal, unless good
reason can be assigned, for being absent on Sunday from
church. A religion that needs the prop of obsolete statutes
to keop it on its legs, is not a rehigion likely to win the
respect, much legs the support of progressive souls. Ifthet
Sabbatarians will devote themselves to a careful study of
the nineteenth century, and will give the multitudes such
spiritpal milk as will sustain them, they may bring under
their bauner almost the whole world. But to invoke
George II1., and ask him to rulv England again, is a sad
evidence of their weakness and unfitness. The friends of
civil and religious liberty ought to thank them for sacrificing
themsolves thus.

Truth will triumph let who may oppose. The ({minciplos
of Christianity are more than George III., and all the
Churches. A truth is not the less sacred because it is pre-
sented in the language of science ; Handel’s music is not
the less divine because it is presented in St. Martin’s Hall.
Lot us get rid of the narrowness of Sectarianism, and hold
Truth above all things. Let us reason together on all
questions of vital interest, not sanction the resuscitation of
worn-out statutes. No man who loves Truth need fear
a discourse on Science and a little Sacred Music.

The success which has attended the Sunday ovening
lectures at St. Martin’s Hall shows that a deep thirst for
knowledge exists in the minds of multitudes, and that the
thirst cannot get satisfiod at orthodox fonts. The Founder
of Christianity has said that the Sabbath was made for
man and not man for the Sabbath; in the face of this the
rigid Babbatarian sets up Moses and George III. in the
place of Jesus, and goes on attempting to make man less
than the Sabbath. Let every denomination choose its own
ministers, and the people their own teachers. If Pro-
fessor Huxloy and Sir John Bowring and others can supply
the proper mental diet for immense numbers of people,
neither Moses nor George I111., nor the SBunday QObservance
Society, ought to have tho right to intorfere. The Sabba-
tarians, who stickle so much for Moses, and who associate
such characters as Georgo III. with him in their insane
attempts at subjugating thought, had botter be consistent
and return to tho Mosaio laws in their entirety, for they
violate them with the utmost freedom every day of their
lives. The triumph of the Sabbatarians, let us hope, is
only a temporary one. Whether the affuir of the closing
of St. Martin’s Hall on Sundays will go hofore the Queen’s
Bench or not we do not know, but we feel certain if it does
the statute, 21 George I111., will be found not to apply to such
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lectures as havo lately been deliverod at St. Martin’s Hall.
‘Whether the affair come before the Court of Queen’s Bench
or not, we truat the masses who desire the continuancoe of
such lectures will have the moral courage simply to carry
them on, and give the Sabbatarians the trouble of trying
the effect of George IIL, cap. 21, until they are fairly
worn out.

Lot us not boast of an Englishman’s freedom if his
Babbaths are to bo wrested from him by puritancal Sacte-
rianists. 'We know of but one way of settling this question,
that is, making the principle of civil and religious liberty
operative ; by doing so we get rid of all statutes of a
cramping character, and truly recognize the Christian rule
of charity, without which even Sabbatarians become as
* n tinkling eymbal and sounding brass.”

THE DAVENPORTS.

Tae Davenports and Mr. Fay have been giving séanoes in
Cork, Limerick, and Waterford. They return again to
Dublin on Monday. The Cork papers contain reports of
their séanees, giving a tolerably good outline of what takes
place at them. In another column will be found a letter
from Mr. Cooper.
AN APOLOGY.

'Lag Itk of IWight Observer published the scandal about Mr.
Fay having turned ¢ Queen’s evidence,” which appeared
in the AMorning Star and the Times. The Davenports,
through their solicitor, have demanded an apology. The
amende honourable appeared in the Iale of Wight Observer,
of February 3rd, as follows :—

In ourimpression of the 6th of January a paragraph appeared
the substance of which was copied from one of tbe London
papers to the effect that ¢ Mr, Fay, who had so cleverly assisted
them in London to gull the credulous, had turned Queen’s
evidence, and was actually engaged in New York in making
money by showing the American public how the Davenports
do their tricks, and what impostors they had been.” We, of
course, knew nothingof the writer of this paragraph, but having
been informed that it is not only untrue, but that s contradiction
has appenred in the paperalluded to, we do not for amoment hesi-
tate in expressing our regret that we should, in common with
many others, have been so misled. Our object is only fair and
legitimate comments on passing events, and that certainly with
nointentionto injure any party or individual.

SEANCE AT THE MARSHALLS.

O~ Baturday ovening last we visited the Marshalls’ again,
and had the gratification of witnessing sevoral very remark-
able phenomena. Mrs. Berry, whose magnetic power is
great, is used by the spirits as a kind of Biclogist. On
this occasion she was made to put Mr. Marshall through &
series of very ludiorous attitudes, and to cause him to exhibit
certain facial expressions, which need only to be witnessed to
boe remembered. The principal feature of the sitting was
the levitation of the table, which kept in mid-air some
two or three feet above terra firma, dancing through the
entiro tune of * Rory o’ More,” which was being played
by Mvr. Marshall. If the object of the invisibles is to
cheer the spirits of visitors on these occasions, they cer-
tainly gain it, for the freaks performed through the mediums
excite the risible faculties to a very high degreo. Mrs.
Berry will prove a good medium.

TRYING THE SPIRITS.

We give the conclusion of Mr. Eddison’s letter on ¢ Tryin

the Spirits,” but we by no means agree with him in all he
has put forth. In accordance with our usual oustom, we
allow correspondents, within reasonable limits, to express
their views. But the subject Mr. Fddison has chosen is
one of such importance that we do not think it well to lot
it pass without a foew comments. We quite agree with him
that Spiritualists should satisfy themsclves fully of facts
before acceptinig evidence on the subject of Spiritualism ;
but we totally differ from him in supposing that as a rule
they do not. Our acquaintance witg Spiritnalists, which
is not small, gives us the impression that they as a rule
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are as careful of obtaining unmistakeable proofs hefore
accepting phenomensa us genuine, as men and women can
be. Butthe trying of the spirits is a process of individual
oxperience. Mr. Howitt, for instance, has stated that he
finds no deceiving spirits will say the Lord’s Prayer,
and “Amen” with it. Mr. Eddison thinks he may be
deceived.

Mr. Howitt has had some eight years’ or more experience,
and has well carned his title to authority in the matter.
Mr. Eddison has only lately began the subject, and in our
opinion is necessarily crude in his manner of treating it.

ad he waited a year or two patiently ‘‘ trying the spirits’
without levity, and with a sufficient degree of humility,
we feel persuaded he would have blotted out some portions
of his letters. The fact is lying spirits out of the flesh
were lying spirits in the flesh, and they will ever ap roach
those who will encourage them. But there are many
things to comsider before we place communications, that
to us appear false, to the account of tho spirits. It is
necessary that we do not deceive ourselves in the con-
ditions forming the circle; and further, that we do not,
under any pretext, ask the spirits trivial questions. If we
do so, and it be true that lke attracts like, what can we
expect but spirits of alow order to befool us? The old
idea about the devil transforming himself into an angel of
light, and deceiving by inspiring to all that is holy, simply
makes the devil do the angels’ work, if we, who sit, will use
our judgment and accept all that is good, and eschew all
that is evil. It is sickening to hear people croak about the
devil in the way they do. One would think the devil had
turned saint. 'Tho very knowledge that lying spirits come
to all who will encourage them, even without the better
knowledge that angels come to all who will encourage them,
is useful, and gives Spiritualism a high influence for good ;
because none but fools would voluntarily submit themaselves
to the machinations of devils.

The question asked by Mr. Eddison, as to the spirits being
trusted in the choice of a doctor or the making of a will,
belongs purely to the mundane sphere. It gives the Spirit-
ualist an idea that Mr. Eddison would use thie spirits mostly
for mere selfish purposes. Why has man mental powers,
if they are not for him to use for himself in such mat-
ters?  Spirits would doubtless in certain circumstances,
advise for the best in cases of will-making or doctor-
choosing; but surely Mr. Fddison should have some
brighter conception of the mission of spirits to this earth,
and see loftier uses for them than will-making and doctor-

| choosing ?

‘We feel sure that our friend who possesses a keen insight
of human nature, and who has good capacities for weighing
evidence, will yet use them to more advantage than he has
dono in his last communication. Some of our readers may
866 other points to touch upon. We have neither time nor
space for more at present.

THE PAI MARIRE.

Ir would appear that the Government have issued instruc:

tions to the officers of the native department to furnish reports
explanatory of the origin and history of the Pai Marire delusion:
Mr., Paris, of Waitara notoriety, has sent in his quota of
intelligence, which hus been published. It may interest some
of your readers. Itis an undoubted fact that this superatition
took its rise in the provinee of Taranaki, and as Mr. Paris has
for years been familiar with the Ngatiawa and Ngatirnanw
tribes, the information he furnishes may be relied on. .

“The Maori account of the origin of the Pai Marire, as signi-
fying the name of their new religion,is singularly an
superstitiously associated with tho wreck of the Lord Worsley:
Horopapera Te Ua, the originator, is a Taranaki native. an
was for years a- teacher (kai karakia,) On the occasion of the
Lord Worsley being wrecked, he tried very hard to induce the
tribe not to interfere with the wreck further than to render
assistance, and desired them to allow us free access to the
wrack ; but having been opposed by the tribe he was said t°
have taken their stubborn opposition very much to hearts
and went wrong in his mind in consequence thereof.

“A few weeks after the wreck of the Lord Worsleyr
Horopapera Te Un came from the Taranaki distriet, with
another native teacher, named Totaia, to Poutoko, Ropat?
Ngrongomate's place, where he sent for me. 1 went to thems
and had & long conversation with them, Totaia was a stronf
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Kingite. and wanted peace on their own terms which required con-
siderable concessions on the part of the Government. Horopapera
wantad peace, and would consent to any terms the Government
might propose. e said he was a Government man, and did
not want a Maori king, and on being crossed by Totaia, he
became very much excited and showed unmistakable signs of
Insanity and madness. Nothing would satisfy him but for me
to walk a circle with him, and during the whole time we
were doing 80, ha was repeating the words, ¢ Atua Pai Marire,

ohou i te rongo Pai Marire, Tihanga Pai Marire, mahi Pai
Marire’ At that time nothing had been said of a new religion

y that uame, and the tribe regarded Horopapera as a madman,
and kept watch over him. .

“ A short time after this he used violence towards the wife of
Te Meihn (Big Jack), and in retaliation Te Meiha punished Te

a severely, by beating him,and tied him hand aud foot.

rom this time the superstitious part of the tradition, as regards
their Pai Marire, commenced. FHoropapera states that the
Archangel Michael and the Archangel Gabriel, together with
an innumerable host of ministering spirits, came ashore from
the Lord Worsley, and that whilst he was tied hand and foot, as
before mentioned, the angel Gabriel appeared before him the

rst ‘time, and told him to release himself from his bonds,
Which, with the slightest effort he did. That on Meiha seeing

im released, he again seized himand chained him, and put a
lock upon the chain. That Te Ua then said, * What is this to
me ? and with the slightest effort again burst asunder the
chain, and every link broken and scattered upan the ground,

oropapera set at liberty, the spectators began to say among
themselves, ‘Can he have done this of his own strength, or is it
8ome supernatural influence ? and from that time they began to
beafraid of him. Te Ua then went to his own place in upper
laranaki, and on a certain day he was in his own house, and
fell asleep, and was in a trance, whena great light descended
fl‘_Om Heaven, and a voice called to him, *to rise und stand on

is feet,” when he saw a great multitude of every race upoo
earth, A voice then said to him, ¢ Horopapera, go out of your
house, take your son and kill him.’ f{oropa.pera. took his
®on and twisted his legs until the bones broke in several places.
A voies then cried ‘Iloropapera, spare your son.’

“The angel Gabriel then said ‘Take your sou and wash him
with water.' Tle took his son to a river ealled Wairau (in the
Upper Taranaki district), and washed him, and the leg was
Textored whole as the other. The anget Gabriel then said to
himi, ¢ Go back to your house, and erecta new aiu.’ Horopapera
lnguired of the angel what a niu was., The angel replied ‘A post.’
Horopapera inquired for what purpose. The angel replied,

Work for you for the acquirement of the language of all
Taces upon the earth.’ Horopapera inquired of the angel who
Waa to impart to him the gift of languages. The angel replied
‘The spirit of (od passing with the winds will teach you.' The
angel added, ‘as the winds of heaven proceed to all quarters of
the globe, 8o from the niu proceeded all the different forms of
Teligion upon earth.’ The angel Gabriel then sang the following

yun i—
*** Gabriel's song of love to his people, standing naked.
¢ Motu Hawke,
God Pai Marire, God Pai Marire, rire rire, .
God the son Pai Marire, God the son Pai Marire, rire

rire.
God the IToly Ghost Pai Marire, God the Holy Ghost Pai
Marire, rire rire.
Glory be to thee, O Jehovah, in this world.
And the Throne ! and the Throne ! and the Throne !'
*“This js all T know of the origin of the Pai Marire, which no
oubt was set on foot by Horopapera Te Ua. The hymn of the
angel is now used in their daily religious service, and the sign
o the descent of the Holy Ghost urpon any of them is a cold
Shivering at the time they are performing the circle-marching
Yound the niu. After the cold shivering has passed off, they are
spired with the gift of languages, soine of which I have heard
Attempted ; a perfectly unintelligible jargon to themselves and
n‘:.Others—-sometimes may be heard a word of Maori inter-
1xed,
“Ttis due to Horopapera to state that, from every report
Which I hear of him, he constantly urges the insurgents to
lscontinue aggressive movements and to sue for peace, but on

¥hat conditions I have never heard.” .
Morning Star,

S —
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SPIRIT-COMMUNICATIONS—No. 6.

January 21, 1865,
Q.—1n vesterday's message you use the term * Spirits of the spirit-
*orld."  Joes this denote a distinetion from any other epirits ?
ths;‘Yes. The inhabitants of the planets are spirits, inasmuch as
b ¢ir bodies not being so grossly materiahzed. b_v _ev11 as your earth.
‘-od“”" are, they are (unlike you), alive with spmt-llfg. and'hve in cone
ihug) open communion with us, even as your earih inhabitants would

have done but for the fall. But they, after the translation to our world
of spirits,(which, with them, is as death to you), are never deputed to
the particular office of guardianship over any of your earth.

Mentally, I here wondered whether the same guardian spirit acted in
that capacity through nges, or only whilst in certain spheres. The
answer came instantly, thus :—

It is, almost unexceptionally, the disembodied spirits who have already
passed through the peculiar discipline of your earth-lifs, who receive that
office; and it is not frequent for the office of guardianship to be given to
the spirit after having attained the highest and holiest sphere of spirit-
world life. They, in their turn, are guardians and helpers to the earlier
spheres of spirit-life; but are not deputed to the earth-life guardian-
ship,  This, however, is not usually attained to, until such
time has elapsed, as to have allowed for all the immediately beloved
ones dwelling there, the children and their generations, to have passed
on from earth and joined the home ahove. So, my child, whilst progress
thus goes on, the same guardian spirit is ever the aame, through eternity ;
ever the link to draw the one guarded, higher and higher. Leave off
now,

. February 5, 1864.

The spirit of God is the breath of life, Man could not exist one
instant, were it withdrawn. Annihilation complete of the complete
humanity, the three-fold man, body, soul, and spirit, would take place.

This, we spirits believe, will be the final, and unavoidable end of the
determinately wicked mun, although it may not occur fur many ages after
leaving this, your earth.

I have told you, my child, that one of the offices of the sapirits of
heaven, is to seck out the lowest spirits, and by means of any mngle ray of
Gods spirit, capable of being reflected from them. even in spite of their
evil, dark surroundings, and long rejection of light. Whilstthis single
glenm exints, life and consequently power to rise, exists,

We endeavour to arouse the spark into a flame, and gradually to bring
them from darkness to light; but there isin the lowerspheres, the same
gradual progression downwards or inversely, to correspond to our gradual
development to the highest heaven; but the final, and the remotest
sphere of evil, produces instant annihilation, hopelessly passing (by God's
will), even beyond the spirit of God. This is too much for the finite
mind to contemplate. Leave such, my child ; but learn from this, that
frail men cannot exist without the breath of God, the Holy Spirit influ-
ence, and life-giving power.

Even as the spirit of God is a pervading influence, giving the breath
of life to man in the midst of evil, how much more purely may we
becone Glod's spirits, when separated from earth-body life and evil sur-
roundings. Qod’s spirit-life 18 our life, and it is our constant endeavour
to become the embodiments of high spirituality and goodness, love,
purity, holiness, and all heavenly attributes,

The Unitarian of earth, on entering the spirit-land, is soon taught the
total impogsibility of the earth view of one single God. ‘T'ruly is it one
God, but three in one, as the man is three in one; and Many things
figure forth the symbol of the great reality of life itsolf—the trinue God-

head, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Leave off.
St. Leonards.on-sea, F.J. T,
MANIFESTATIONS AT Mrs. CHAMBERLAIN'S
CIRCLES.

(From the Bannerof Light.)

Ox Christmas eve our family, with the addition of two or three
friends, seated ‘themselves with Mrs. A. L. Chamberlain, for
musical manifestations. On one side of the room was an open
piano, front of which was a small table with a guitar, trumpet,
and a few bells on it.  Soon the guitar was taken up, carried
all around the circle over our heads, while from its strings
proceeded such delicious sounds, (if I may be allowed the term),
that we were filled with astonishment that such harmony could
be produced upon the earth-plane. We had no music to assist
the manifestations, Sometimes the playing of the guitar was
made to sound in the distance, like a serenade from a skilful
performer. Several of our spirit-friends gave their names,
and spoke quite long sentences in an audible voice through
the trumpet.

My mother whose voice I had not heard for more than three
years, spoke long sentences with the same tons and accents that
belongeg to her while living in a body of flesh. Warm hands
were put about our heads and shoulders. One spirit-friend,
after talking through the trumpet played whole tunea upon the
piano, several parts at once. She wasa relation of our family,
and used to play upon that instrument before she left the earth-
sphere. Another friend, to identify herself, snapped her thumb
and finger all around the circle. There were many other things
done, such as loud raps, different articles carried from one to
another, the contents of our pockets abstracted, &c. &e., but for
fear of trespassing upon your columne, T will elose.

H. K. W,isHBOURN.

Middlebro,” Mass,, Jan 1, 1866..

SPIRITUAL CULTURE.

Tra best ground untilled soonest runs into rank weeds. Such
are God's children : over grown with secirity ere they are
aware, unless they be well exercised, both with God's plough of

aflictiou, aud their own industry in meditation. Be, Hatw

¥
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A NEW-YEAR'S GIFT FROM THE SPIRIT OF
“MUNA.”

DeAnr mortal friends, you have desired that some fair angel’s hand
Might trace upon these snowy sheets the beanties of its land ;
Might paint before your inner sight a panorama fair,

A vision of that Holy Life, exempt from pain and care.

I know that many cherished friends, those whom you fondly love,
Adorn alike your paths of earth and those in heaven above,,
Friends who will ever prove the same in gladness or in ill,

And who, when mortal loves shall fail, will cling more firmly still.

Yet, oh ! among the friendly hosts upon your side arrayed,

T trust that none will dearer be than your true Indian maid ;
Through many years, o’er many rocks, your life-barks she has led,
And countless blessings on your heads her spirit-hands have shed.

Ah! when across thy sky was seen the lightning’s vivid flash,

And when ahove your heads was heard the answering thunder's crash,
Could you have pierced the gauzy veil which hid this world from view,
How beautiful a scene, dear friends, would have heen oped to you.

Above your forms would you have seen loved Muna's soul of light,
Entwining round ypur brows sweet flowers of deathless colours bright,
And sprinkling in your pathsof earth the blossoms of her love,

The sparkling gems of purity, culled from the shores above.

The songster and the muse have sung of classic valleys fair,
‘Where flowers of poesy and song perfuma the ambient air ;
And where perpetual summer reigns, by fragrant zephyrs fanned,
Where not a wintry gale or frost can reach that Eden-land!

In Fancy's chambers have they walked—in corridor and aisle—
Through every mystic labyrinth, and every dark defile,

To pluck the diamond-gems of song—the radiant pearls of thought—
Which aparkled so effulgently in every secret spot.

Ah, me! the shining pearls which have their earthly pathways strown,
Poor mortals, in their ignorance, have gathered as their own ;

Have wreathed them into diadems of glorious beauty rare,

And placed them on th’ historic page, and bade them glisten there.

Oh, loving friends, our walks of life with countless gems are lined ;
Where e'er our spirit feet may tread some diamond we shall find —
Some leaf of song and poesy upon the heavenly tree,

Which our immortal hands may cull, and earthward waft to thee.

It ance was thought a yawning gulf—a deep and dark abyss—

A weil of blackness intervened between your world and this ;

That those you dearly loved on earth-—those early summoned home~—
Would never speak to you again, or to your firesides come ;

But now you feel a Bridge of Light connects your life and this,
And ’cross it angel friends can float to tell you of their bliss,
And bear to Him, our Father, kind, whose throne is everywhere,
Each aspiration of your souls, each heartfslt, fervent prayer.

Each day your breathless apirits bathe in Inspiration’s ray,

Bask in the ever-gorgeoug light of Truth’seternal day ;

Each hour, perhaps, unknown to thee, you're treading Fairy Land,
And clasping in your gentle palms a dear and loving hand.

How many sorrowing hearts have asked that some translated friend,
A testimonial of his life, a word of love, might send,

That they might know the destiny of those gone on hefore,

And realize what will be theirs on that once mystic shore,

The labyrinths of dark deepuir their tortured souls have trod,
Have wandered here and there to find the shortest route to God;
Now nearer, and now further off, their weary feet would go,
Until their frail canoes would sink beneath the waves of woe.

Now, friends come from the Summer Land, the curtain to upturn,
That they may see the firea which on heaven’s altars burn,

To dash aside the sombre veil which Error’s hand has spun,

And breathe of joys in store for them when their world’s work is done,

The question, too, has oft been asked, “Shall I my dear ones know
When Death’s bright messenger shall come to lay my hody low ?
To hear my living spirit on, where dreary night, they sav,

Ts never known to come to dim the glory of life’s day 2"

Ah! thou inquiring soul of earth, would THAT a heaven be,

1f those we love in life below we ne'er again should see;

If we could not their hearts and hands ot friendship link to ours,
And spend with them, in peace and love, eternity’s lopg houra?

Ol ! what a dreary world would be this so-called Paradise,
If we the dear and true of earth could not here recognize ;
If those who made our outer life so happy and so bright,
Could not be near to love us atill in realms of fadeless light.

¥aor rather would T bless the Power that would my soul consign
To dark annihilation's grave, than such a fate be mine ;

For heaven would be a hell indeed, were such a link of pain
Inwroughs among the shining ones of life's immeasured chain.

Ah; well we might distrust the Power who gave our spirits birth,
If life did not extend beyond the transient things of earth:

And if the friends who made our lives so beautiful and grand,
‘Wo conld not recognize when they had reached the spirit-land.

Then, toiling ones, dispel your doubts, dry up your falling tears,
There’s nothing lost, but mueh is gained in this exchange of spheres ;
Know that the images enshrined in mem’ry’s star-gemmed hall,

Are peering through the ether blue in love upon you all.

How often, too, earth's ones have asked if flowers hlossom here,
As fair and redolent as those which flourish in their sphere ;

If they are subject to the law of swift and sure decay,

And like short-lived ephemera, as quickly pass away ?

The flowers which bloom in gardens fair beyond the world of strife,
Bear on their little petals there the seal of deathless life;

No chilling frosts, no wintry blasts, with their destroying powers,
Can come to blight the brilliant hues of heaven’s immortal flowers.

No pelting storms, no freezing gales, sweep o’er that golden shore—
That shore unwashed by discord’s waves, undrenched by human gore ;
There fragrant zephyrs only blow, and angry billows cease—

The only air which angels breathe is redolent of peace,

That land must be a heaven indeed, where war is never heard,

And where from seraph lips there comes no harsh, discordant word ;
Where glashing steel and cannon's fire no brother's life demand,
And where, thank God! is never seen the war-fiend’s bloody hand.

Ah! could you take one little glance behind the curtain bright,
Which separated our world of day and your dark world of night,
What a most splencid sight would burst upon your ravished eyes !
What a celestial vision fair of our unclouded skies !

You there would sec a mighty band, joined in one brotherhood,
Whose happiness in main depends on one another's good ;
Whose eftorts, ever pure and true, unitedly are given,

To lead mankind from ways of death to fadeless life in heaven.

While walking in that fairy land before you would have loomed
Ambrosial fields and grottos fair, by orange groves perfumed ;
Aspiring mountains, lowly dales, and flower-encircled hills,
Updashing fountains, sparkling lakes, and music-murmuring rills,

You would have scen immortai birds, of plumage rich and gay,
Dancing within the gorgeous light of Eden’s nightless day ;
Aud heard the warbles of their throats which floated on the air,
As each note upward rose to Him whose soul is everywhere.

The food which nourishes our life in this its second birth

1s more refined, dear onegs, than that you use upon the earth,
From every flower, from every fruit, aroma sweet we draw,
And live and move in hurmony with God's unchanging law !

Qur spirit-bodies, too, are clad, in either black or white,

In garbs of deep and and darkling hue, or robes of duzzling light ;
The more advanced a spirit is in Wisdom, Vruth, and Love,
More beautiful will be tho dress which decks its life above.

And thereare palaces most bright, mnost kingly and most grand,
Adorniag every circling sphere of that refulgent land ;

Castles whose turrets upward reach far in the aznre skies,

W hose splendours rich are only seen by our immortal eyes,

In that most radiant spirit-world, where holy joys endure,
We know no ditference between the so-called rich and poor ;
For man's life is not measured there by what he has or lacks,
But by that better rule of right—the wealth of nobls acts !

Most of the landmarks mortals draw are not here recognized ;
Each one, by reference to his deeds and moral worth is prized ;
We ask not how much wealth of goods a person hasin store,
But of the noble thoughts and deeda that he has sent before,

Thus, while engaged in worldly works, in gaining treasures vast,
Will not the earth-child strive to win those which for ever last ,
And in the princely bank of heaven a goodly sum invest,

That surely will, as ages roll, bring compound interest ?

Remember well each gen’rous deed which you perform on earth ;
Rach word in love and kindness breathed will prave of priceless worth,
Will be as precious gems atlixed to that resplendent crown

Which will adorn your spirit-brows when your earth-sun goes down.

Then, oh ! put forth your energies in your well-chosen work—
Mind not the obstacles which may within your pathway lurk ;

If yo are steadfust in the right, and stand on Wisdom’s rock,

Ye need not fear the winds or waves, or dread the tempest’s shock.

Thus I have tried, in language poor, & picture here to paint
Of my most glorious spinit-home, but oh! I know ’tis faint,
For earthly words cannot describe the glories of the land
Where dwell your parted friends of earth in one united band

Yet, plense accept this poor attempt thus to delinente
The glowing beanties of tha life beyond the mortal state ;
Your spirit-yisions may behold in }hege few lines of mine
A feeble picture of the home which will some day be thine,

Oh! may this new-fledged Bird of Time, so happily begun,
Be rich in many anoble work, until its raceis run;

That, when its terminus shall come, your lips may trly say,
« {'ve done my duty,dying year, during thy pleasant stay.”

And when thy earthly day is o'er, thy mortal work is done,

A grander, nobler, higher race your spirit-feet will run g,
Your soul, as seasons roll, will find still mightier work to do,
And spend in joy and peace the years that ure for ever new.

—Banner of Light. Muysa.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Wa do not hold ourselvesresponsible forthe opinionsexpresscd by
our Correspondents.

LETTER FROM MR. COOPER.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Dear Sir,~I am happy to inform you that we had a good time in
Cork, the sdances going off remarkably well and evidently exciting great
interest. The audience, which were most respectable, increased as we
proceeded, and throughout there was not the least symptom of turmoil,
or any unpleasantness displaved. The press treated the subject fairly,
and gave long and excellent descriptions of the séances, for the most part
wisely abstaining from the expression of any opinion as to the nature or
cause of the phenomena. The following, which is a second notice from
the Cork Daily Reporter, will serve to show how the suhject was treated
by the press in that ¢ity :—

** These performances were attended last night by a very numerous
audience, the great room of the Imperial being nearly full. The
manifestations were more surprising, and the experiments more
successful than even on former occasions. A gentleman well known
in Cork took his seat inside, and was tied to the Brothers. While
inside, the instruments played, the bells rang, and still more marvellous
fair white, delicate hands appeared at the opening. A fair, slender arm,
like alady's, was protruded once or twice to the amazement of the
audience, The gentleman, upon coming out, declared that neither he
nor either of the Brothers ever stirred. The phenomena of the dark-
ened séunce were equally extraordinary.”

Your readers will see from this. that the manifestations are somewhat
increasing in power, which is really the case. The trumpet is occasion-
ally thrown out with great force before the door is closed or the light
turned down, and | have even observed the hands in the full blaze of the
gaslight. Last night, for the first time, we had a second show of hands
and arms. In the dark seance the tambourine is frequently carried
beyond the circles to a distance of twenty or thirty feet.

We are now in Limerick. At the first s€ance there was a great deal
of ignorance, and no little rowdyism, displayed. One of the committee,
like a certain doctor at Eastbourne, wanted to tie with twine, and because
this was not allowed, he would not act at all, and another had to bo
appointed in his place. At the dark séance about a dozen of English
military oflicers came in fresh from the mess, and I anticipated a mess to
be made of the séance, but they conducted themselves, on the whole,
more as * officers and gentlemen,” than could, under the circumstances,
have been expected, and the affair went off all right.

We proceed next to Waterford, and commence again in Dublin on
Monday, at the Rotunda, on a more popular scale,

This subject brings us into contact with strange people, and affords
great insight into human character. We also receive curious letters, one
of which 1 send you as a specimen.—I am, yours faithfully,

Limerick, February 6, 1866, RoperT COOPER.

Sir,~Having been & pleased spectator on last Saturday evening, and
minutely studied the wonderfully beautiful feats performed at your séance,
I beg to ask whether it is against your rule, in any way, that scientitic
tests should be applied or mentioned, I have no desire on earth to enter
the arena in company with those who vilify because they do not compre-
hend. I do not protess to know the modus operandi of your charming
performance. [ only believe that it is possible to do all that was done
by perfectly mundane agency, and having carefully studied mesmerism,
&ec., as well as the physical sciences, I have a natural eagerness to test,
in a fair gentlemanlike way, and by'a perfectly scientific process, your feats,
At the same time, I do not consider it reasonable nor courteous to press
the matter, if you object in the least.

P.8,—Consenting to my request, I shall hasten to wait on you any
day after four o’clock.

TRYING THE SPIRITS.

(Concluded ?x:)-m page 31.)

A1 page 30, last line but one, I say, “ This I admitted to be logic.”
Logic, but very unsatisfactory logic. If spirits inform me of anything
the truth or falsehood of which I can verify, and these statements prove
to be true, I am then inclined to believe what they affirm as to the truth of
facts beyond the reach of human beings here to test unaided. But when
1 am repeatedly told by these spirits things which turn out to be fulse-
hoods, then I must conclude there is. a very prevalent habit of lying
existing amongst them. If I am told that an untruth has been vouch-
safed to me to deter me from asking frivolous questions, I look to the
pages of the * Spiritual Times and find that those who have what they
agrec to receive and recognize us good “ Familiars '’ or attendant spirits
incited to do do frivolous things without the good Familiar whose aid has
been duly invoked interfering to warn or prevent them. For instance,
in a recent number, Mr, E, (myself) was told, through the agency of a
trance medium, that spirits which told lies or mads fun of this sacred
light, Spiritualism, were evil spirits; or I think the words were—* guod
apirits will not make fun of it,” &c, and I find at page 19 the same
medium, when in the trance state, at the Marshalls’, made to dance,
not only ** grotesquely,” but ludicrously ; and again, at page 26, being
made and impelled to do so with ** more vigour.” This medium had very
properly advised me to have nothing to do with spirits which lied or
made game. Now, what was the above but making fun? If so, it was
not a good spirit, therefore I infer an evil one. Mediums are, I believe,
sometimes entranced suddenly, without preparation, warning, or solicita-
tion to the spirits. 1t this be the case and, as I think all Spiritualists

admit, evil spirits exist as a legion having influence over men, what
would be their policy if they wished to make humaun beings the instru-
ments by which they could increase the spread of evil?  Why—conceal
their designs or cover them under the cloak of seeming good until num-
bers had submitted themselves beyond redemption to their influence, and
then gradually or suddenly make them the agents of evil. Setting aside
the fact that murderers have recently—murderers hitherto supposed to
be sane—admitted or stated that they were suddonly impelled to murder
by ¢ the devil,” what may we expect it an evil spirit can so suddenly
entrance mediums almost without their knowledge, their very will being
powerless—mediums who have voluntarily and repeatedly submitted to
the evil influence ?

I am not asserting the existence of cvil apirits ; if go, I should assert a
thing in utter ignorance ; but I am assuming for argument that such do
exist, and ask what would be the result in such a case to their volunteer
mediums and others? Imagination and reason must answer, A strict
inquirer is the Spiritualists® true friend in his endeavour to discover
moral shoals and quicksands, evenjif he err as to his observations or de-
ductions, just as the pilot who at times errs in capacity or judgment is
yet the true friend to mariners navigating a sea and coast—contines far
less terrible than those surrounding spirit-land if what we read be true.
Such spiritual navigators are denounced. Shall I beso blamed if I, wishful
only to discover the truth, should in the attempt destroy some bright
illusion—some sweet and seemingly realized notion of the glorious Jand
to which let us hope we may be journeying ?

Some recent * gpirit-communications,’* through a medium residing or
sojourning at St. Leonards, give us some idea of a beautiful land other
than ours, and raise the hope in the minds of those intercsted, no doubt
that they have acquired some knowledge of the bright dwelling-place the
for-a-time lost ones inhabit—some communication and link with and to
them, but what does the communicating agent ask of us? A change in
all our pre-conceived notions of the spirit-life and state hereafter, Instead
of passing from one place to another by mere volition, as appears to be
the case in our earthly dreams, we are to believe that spirits ride on
horseback ; that the Catholics are right after all the abuse heaped upon
them in their belief in Purgatory, and in the efficacy of a David praying
for the soul of a dead son; that there is no Hell, no eternal ;punish-
ment; that repentance avails even there; that occupations are carried
on; old familiar pets exist. This may be all true, but where is the
evidence—the evidence of an unseen unknown thing? A certain class
of. spirits may linger near us who are permitted and wish to hold inter-
course with us and keep up our interest in them by fair word-pictures.
Bvil spirits may exist who, like our fiction writers, describe in enticing
language some sweet imagined world, An order of heings there may be
with all the attributes and powers ascribed to the familiars of the Spirit-
ualists, and possessing a knowledgs of passing and antecedeunt events,
personal and family history, with the power also to read the mind and
delude, but it does not follow from these facts that sthe coaanunicating
agents ave what they represent themselves to be, neither does it follow
that they areevil spirits, Asis the case with many other things, we may
speculate upon these fucts and their marvels and mysteries, but still as
regards our knowledge of their origiu, the end is but the beginning
These agencies I know do good, and advise well, but of what hurm may
they also not be capable? My opinions on these matters are not furmed,
1 merely suggest possibilities. Does any Spiritualist exist who wonld
make his will from spiritual dictation, or trom that advice choose a doctor
when ill? If not, 1t secems strange that they pin their faith as to the
future state on such teaching,

Men who are about to commit acts of wickedness who have only parrot-
fashion from human teaching learned to think of a God watching their
actions ; may not be sufficiently impressed with a conviction of the
truth of the fact to be deterred from the commission of the crime. If
they are told, through the agency of mediums, of deeds or secrets of
which alone of human beings they ure the keepers, and so come to the
knowledge that eyes unseen by them are looking on as recording wit-
nesses, then is Spiritualism for good. If men who belicve only in this
infinitismal or limited state of being as at present existing on this unit
in the mighty universe are led even to think by such means that other
states of life, other forms of being, exist; that the soul of man shall
endure so long that human language is utterly inadequate to convey even
the faintest idea of such a duration of existence,~—then is the convin-
ing agency for good, and in its goodness it will enlighten the ignorant.

A sentence or two in counclusion,

Mr. Howitt I see in your last impression, states that no “spirit” he
has had intercourse with has accompanied him in the Lord's Prayer and
said ** Amen ' which has told him a falsehood, Let me ask him:
Might not a bad spirii so pander to his early and his life beliefs as it
would aiso do to the Mahometan with his Koran? A spirit can gain
ascendency by respecting a man’s prejudices as easily us plausible man
can. What he asserts is no proof, but simply a manifestation,

Thero has heen much controversy respecting the Davenports, Setting
aside any private opinion I may entertain, 1 contend that the truth or
the untruth which attends them and their doings is utterly insignificant
in comparison with the mighty issues involved to the human mind,
—man's earthly lifeand eternal destiny arising from a proper conception
of the manitestations and tendencies of those agencies which are now
operating, Mr. Howitt states, on ﬁfteen' milli‘ons of human beings, and
iafluencing their actions here, and their beliefs regarding the world to

come, Yours, .
Eowin Lppison.

ON TUE DOCTRINE OF RE-INCARNATION.

R —

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
S1r,—As Spiritualists are, ut present, vexed nnd harassed by a party
amongst them that holds to the atrange and fmaginative belief of Re-in-
camnation, and as the belief inits practical effects has been already proved
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to be deleterious to the interests of Society, it is incumbent on the true
friends of social welfare (as all good Spiritualists ought to be), to put
down such & pernicious article of faith as soon as possible,

In contending against this dogma, it ia useless to arm ourselves with
quotations from any of the books which make up our Bible, as few reason-
ing people, since the publication of Bishop Colenso’s writings rely upon
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, any more than upon their
exclusive inspiration, No; we must justify our rejection of this absurd
tenet solely by reason, experience, and actual spiritual knowledge.

It appears to me that the old argument of the Materialists, against the
spiritual life of man, may be used with effect against the theory of Re-
incarnation. We know that man, like other animals, proceeds from a
seed germ, which is fertilized by the conjunction of the God crented
principles of male and female (wisely and philosophically, I think,
worshipped by the Hindoos in the form of the Lingam, as necessary to
human happiness, and held equally sacred by Christ.) This germ for a
long time after its commencement of zrowth and organization, must
remain without feeling ; and it can barely be supposed to be arrived at a
state of consciousness when it becomes a full-grown child, separated
from its mother, and breathing atmospheric air. The old questions, then,
of, * At what time does God put the soul into the child’s body ; whether,
as soon a8 it shows life in the womb, or when absolutely disunited from
its parent, or at what subsequent time,”’ occur, if possible, with greater
force when the child is supposed to be possessed of a soul foreign to
itself than they otherwise would.

Children. at the moment of their birth, bear features, more or less com-
pounded, of those of their parents ; and frequently even the expression of
evil dispositions, arising from their faulty constitutions, evil habits, sins or
vices ; often, indeed, the impress of hereditary disease, which dooms them
unavoidably to an early grave. Sometimes children arelthe consequences
of erime, of adulterous or other unlawful intercourse, and I would ask,
does it aceord with our natural reverence for our Creator, to suppose that
he is bound to send them souls under such circumstances., Ought not
the exhibition of life and animation manifested by such infants, some
of whaom are idiots, and some monsters, rather to be considered to proceed
from natural organization alone,

Let not my readers suppose, from the above statement, that I have
any leaning towards materinlism ; such is by no means the case. T have
always asserted the fuet of spirit-communion, and looked to the ministra-
tion and protection of good angels, as affording the only hope of salva-
tion ; but I cannot believe that all children are necessarily born to be
saved, considering that the powers of the spiritual world begin to act
upon them only after baptiam und dedication to (iod, and this appears
to have been the belief of the ancient Mexicans, and the Mythriacs or sun-
worshippers, as well as our Christian Church, who, in her baptismal
service, prays for the spiritun} regeneration of children, and returns
thanks for the supposed operation of the [loly Spirit. This spiritual
regeneration cannot well be mistaken for Re-incarnation,

Another argument against the belief in Re-incarnation appears to me
to he derived from our actual knowledge of the spiritual world. At
various circles, for a long time past, most respectahle people have
atteated their recognition, through mediums, of the voice, gait, gestures,
and handwriting, of deceased relatives, who have also brought to their
recollection forgotten facts, as « further proofof their identity. These spirits
must have carried with them, therefore, into the other world, their indi-
vidual minds, memories, and persooal characteristics ; and can we believe
that God would be so cruel us to annihilate them, and doom them to a
second death, merely to unite them to the mindless and hardly conscious
bodies of newly-born children, [ do not think, either, thut any of the
ip}ritn 80 revealing themselves, have expressed uny apprehension of such
a fate,

{ do not pretend that there is anything new or original in what I have
said above ; but I think that English Spiritualists should have a sum-
mary set before them, of ull such facts and arguments as can be brought
to bear against tho Doctrine of Re-incarnation, and having done my best
in aid of this ohject, I hope that others of your contributers will do
much better. T B P,

A COMMUNICATION FROM AMERICA.

[ p———

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
December 27, 1865.
My Deag Sir,—[ intended writing to you long before this, and
should have done so if I had been located, or likely to be, long enough
to receive a * Spiritonl Times,” or may be an answer, for [ longto
know how vou are getting on in the Spiritual Movement ; likewlso to

know how Emma Hardinge is getting on. [ left England ahout the T

same time she arrived, I have read about her for years, and expected
to have heard her in America, but have so far been disa;{‘pointed ; but 1
believe she will he soon back again, and you must make the most you
ean of her the time she is with you. T am glad to tell you she ia very
much liked and very much talked of in this country, In New York,
Boston, Hammonton, Great Falls, und other places that [ have been,
the peuple, one and all, gpeak well of her. This was highly gratifying
to me, as T have thought so much of her mediumship myself. I believe
she has come hack to the old country to finjsh up the work that the
Davenports and other medivine have began. Khe will be able, through
her attendant augels, to answer the lceptics satiafuctorily. 1 know she
hus the well wishes of the American Spiritualists with her; and I am
satiafied that a host of spirits of the highest order are with her, to assist
in her noble endeavours to free the mingl of bigoted creedmongers from
the ignoble chuins that hind them. May the Father of all good spirits
assist her,

I have to thank our Heavenly Father and His holy angels, for their
kind protection during the voyage, and for their guidance to this haven of
rest, although, perhaps, only fora few months. 1t has heen my lot to be
sottled in a very pleusant little town with quite a considerable number of

true-hearted earnest §Spiritunlists, and a good many mediums., I
personally know six—threo of each sex. Soon after my arrival, I was
invited to a eirele, at a well-known medium's of the name of Lord, when
a lady of the name of Bidwell in the circle, and not a regular medium,
was influenced by my last wife, who passod on last November, twelve-
months, and who called Spiritualism a delusion, only a few short hours
previous to her going to the spirit-home, but who, on this occasion, was
heartily glad she could find a medium she could make herself known
through.  Soon after the medium went to sleep, she began to play with
her fingers on the table, as though she had a piano playing upon. 1 did
not notice anything particular in this, till one of my daughters, the
youngest whispered to me and said, * That is the tune of one of the
exercises my lnst mother used to play on the piano. The other two
(there were three of my daughters sitting with us), recognised the actions
and the movements of the medium as personitving their last mother,
which, I am happy to inform you, was as perfect as anyvthing could be,
She also promised to give us the particulars of her passing into spirit-life,
and her employment in that life, as soon as she could have more control
over the medium. This being the first *ime of her manifesting herself to
us through any medium, she could not speak much, but quite sufficient
to be thoronghly known and recognised by myselfand my three youngest
daughters, 1 should have liked all her friends of the Established Church
ut Dudley, to have witnessed such a meeting as this. They could not
then have denied the truthfulness of spirit communion.

A few days after, she gave my oldest daughter a similar test, through
Mrs. Thomas Foye (the regular personifying medium at the hall) On
the Sunday night following, November 26, at the Spiritusl Hall, High-
street (where the Spiritualists hold their regular meetings Sunday after-
noons and evenings?, Mrs. Foye was influenced by the children’s own
mother, who took them by the hand and spoke to them separately, the
youngest crying and sobhing bitterly, who saw by theside of the medium,
as she said, the shadow of her own mother.  Afterwards a scenc took
place that I cannot describe. Suffice it to say that the audience mostly
were in tenrs, This was another proof of the reulity of spirit-intercourse.

On the same evening, later on, a gentleman on the opposite side of the
hall deliberately got up and came over to me, and put his hand on my
hend, and in a few minutes began to speak to the andience, telling them
some of the particulars of my former life. One I will mention.

He told them I had formerly had the gift of seeing spirits, and that T
should have this gift restored.  On the same night, as soon as I got the
light put out ufter going to bed, I felt distinctly a very soft hand touch
me three times on the head, a8 much as to say “ yes, you will have this
gift restored.” 1 was thinking of the extraordinary doings of the evening
at the time, so that I was prepared for anything that might take place,
and I fully expected to have my spiritual sight restored right off, but in
this I was disappointed till the next Sunday eveniug. After the close of
the meeting, 1 had some conversation with this gentleman and others,
and I learned that the gentleman had formerly been a clairvoyant-
medium, and that they had not heard anything trom Lim for some time.
This may be the meansof bringing him amongst them again, for he is
thought a great deal of as a medium, but had not been much smongst
them of late, owing, as they thought, to his shyness for fear of being hurt
in his profession, as doctor of medicine; but I think they were mis+
taken, for the Dr. told me in going home with him, that he felt a strong
maguetic attraction on the side of the hall where [ was, which induced him
to come over, place his hand on my head, and spesk as he did; and he
thought he was going to be used by spirit friends as a medium again, for the
benefit of poor humanity, and that he says he 15 willing to do all in his
power to bring ubout the end of the Lord’s Prayer, our Father’s will on
earth as it is in heaven.

Now comes the proof of his medinmship. On the next Sunday
night, December 8rd, he came from home, not with the intention of
going to the hall, but as he was passing it he was induced to go
in, and after he had been in some time wus impressed to spenk. He went
from his seat to the other end of the room, and then turned and looked
direct towards me at the oppousite end, as thongh he waa going to speak
to m'e, but when he began he told the audience he wasgoing to say a few
words to them on the * Immortality of the Soul" and its kindred
subjects, This to me was a feast, and drew, at once, my attention tn
hl[n; and, in a few minutes, my natoral sight began to change, and my
spirituul sight to be opened, so far as to see that the Dr, had disappeared and
some good looking, well dressed coloured man in kLis place with very lang
huirreaching to his shoulders,about the Drs, own height, addressing ue,
%0 that you will see his words on the former oceasion came true about my
seeing, &c. 1 hope and sincerely hape the time will soon come that we
all shall be able to walk and talk visibly with God’s messengers on this
earth, and then we may think the time is come, spoken of so often..

The will of God being done on this earth, as it is in heaven, O hasten
the time our Heavenly Futher, is the prayer of yours in the cause of
ruth, TuoMas DurriLL.
Great Falls, New Hampshire,

United States, America.

I forgot to state that I mentioned to the audience what I had secn,
and the Doctor mnid that he wus generally influenced by an Egyptivn
physician, and that the description | had given him of the spint coin=
cided with his own.

Sva—————
e —

COMMUNICATION FROM DR. HUGII M‘LEOD OF
NEWOASTLE-ON-TYNE.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

My Dean 8ir,—I promised you, some time ago, an account of a
séance we had at my house, when certainjvery demounstrative man-
ifestations took place ; but I am,and have been, so very busy in
healing the sick, and bLattling for the truths of our heloved
philosophy down here, that 1 have delayed writing to you tilt
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now. But it will be nseless telling you of one seance, for I hold
one or more every night, and would, if I had all my own way,
hold one en permanence, so truly charmed am I with spirit-inter-
course., Suffice to say that we see the forms of our spirit friends
who come at our request, at all hours, from the homes of
eternal felicity. In short we hear koocks, raps, thumps, bangs,
crashing, hailing, showering, rustling of dresses, patling of
hands, and faces, and heads, illuminations of the most extrava-
gant character, questions and answers by the hour, disclosures
of all sorts, cheering, instructive, astonishing, startling, confound-
ing, shocking to the propriety of such persons as belong to the
school of the veneraple “Sairey Gamp,” and I don't know
what. Fenders and fireirons rattled, noizes as if hods of
mortar were cast down the chimney, spirits running helter-
skelter up and down stairs, and I do not know what besides.
The best part of my spiritnal experi-nee, however, is to tell
you that it has changed the whole couise of mf life. A slave
to superstition or falsehood of mankind, am I nolonger. lhave
quitted Fudgedom, and have begun the great pilgrimage fiom
darkness to light ! I care for nothing but God and His truth.
Considerations about money or business affect me no longer.
I shall work away, and trust to Him. If the Lord of heaven
and enrth, who, as the old book says, “owns the gold and silver,
and the cattle upon a thousand hills,” if He is insufficient, good
bye to all hope for help from any other quarter. Iam prepared
to heal the sick, my legitimate calling, or break stones by the
way side, or pick oakum, so long as I know aund feel, that under
the cirenmstances, T am doing the * will of Him that sent wme,”
If 1 don'’t get paid for my labour in the current coin of this
realm, I shall have the great draw to make hereafter ; and such
a hereafter !

~ Miss Cogman is ataying at my house for a day or two. She
18 a nice, plain, open-hearted good girl, and an unmistakeable
medium. She lacks that great taking essential—a good English
education —but she is but a girl, and can easily be taught.
Spirita can, if they choose, teach even English grammar, but they
do not choose to do that which ane may so easily do for himself.
It is only another way of saying, *“Roll away the stone from
the mouth of the sepulchre !"* Jesus could have rolled awny
the stone too, quite as easily as he raised the dead body of
Lazarus to life.  Oh, that we would only more truly apply these
magnificent lessons of the Holy One of Israel to ourselves.
Nevertheless, this plain and simple-hearted creature, Miss Cog-
man—Deborah she likesjto be cali)ed—-though uneducated, carries
on and about her person the true gems of spirit-power. She is
one of the great Adurarii. She is a medium. Let no one reject
her jewels, because she cannot describe them in correct language.
[ will write to you again and give you further particulars,—1I
am_ever yours truly, Hvueu M‘Leob.

Newcastle-on-Tyne, February 1, 18686.

———

ETERNAL REST.
Through the Mediumship of M. LxrxaRtE.

(From the Revue Spiritualiste.)

WHEN I quitted the material body several discourses were pro-
nounced over my pgrave, all ‘replete with the samo idea. “M
friend,” said one, ** go and enjoy eternal rest.” * Soul,"” aaid the
priest,“ repose thyself in contemplation of the Divinity ;"
“ Friend,” said a third, “ rest in peace after t;h,{l well-spent life.”
In short, the thought of eternal rest was the foundation of
each tender farewell.

Eternal rest! what did they mean by this expression ! What
is meant by those words so continually repeated as an indivi-
dual vanishes from among us, and enters the unknown state ?

You think we rest, dear friends. Oh! strange error. You
realize rest according to your views ; but look around, doss rest
exist there ? The trees are now about to shed their rich foliage,
nature seems preparing for dissolution, yet, if sought, new life
will be found beneath this apparent decay ; the sap, the flower,
the insect, and the fruit, all that will adorn and be fruitful are
being purified in this great terrestial laboratory,

This mountain, which appears eternally immovable, does not
rest ; the infinite particles of which it is composed accomplish
an immense work of amalgamation and separation, and this
slow transf rooation arouses first surprise and then admiration
in the student, who finda in all ditferent instincts and mysteries
to explore. If the bowels of the earth are thus a(gilt.ated, it is
that in that great crucible, the air we breathe, an( _the gases
which sustain all nature are prepared. Earth imitates the
millions of planets that you perceive, whose movements and
continual labour are ever obedient to the sovereign will. Their
evolutions are mathematical, and if they contain other elements
than those by means of which you exiat, be sure that those
elements labour for their purification and perfection. :

Yes ; for their perfection. This is the word of eternity, for
perfection is the aim, and for the attainment of this general
movement, so wonderful in its varieties, yet harmony in itself,
atoms, particles, sap, minerals, trees, animals, men, planets, and
spirita toil ; all their tendencies are the same, and lead to God,
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the centre of all attraction.

Since my departure from earth, my mission is not accom-
plished. I sesk and labour each day; my miud, enlarged, more
readily grass)s the directing power. [ feel improving while
usefully employed, and innumerable spirits are employed like
me in working for the future. Believe not in the doctrine of
eternal rest. Those who pronounce such words know not the
hollowness of such a ecreed. You who hear me, can you destroy
thought, or force repose upon your minds? No; mind ever
seeks and labours, and with due deference to sceptics who deny
spirit-power, it exists. We prove it, and will prove it still
better at the right time. We will teach these incredulous
disciples that man is not simply a collection of atoms, united by
accident and destroyed by the same, but we will show them
man, shining forth by the power of his free will, master of his
destinies, and labouring in this earthly Gehenna for that power
of action necessary for other existences and other trials.

“THE BOSTON LIBERATOR.”

Tue Boston Liberator, which came into existence on the eve of
our first Reform Bill, and went out of it on the eve of our second,
has seen, before the close of its five and thirty years of labour,
its gigantic task entirely performed—its work accomplished and
its purpose complete. Slavery is destroyed ; and itnow remains
for the triumphant emancipators of the freedom to train and
lift them up to the responsibilities and privileges of their new
condition—bondsmen no more, but free citizens of a free land.

William ;Lloyd Garrison, already a well-known labourer in
the cause of the enslaved unegro, bestowed upon it,in 1831, his
new year’s gift of the Liberator. He said in his opening
address, I am aware that many object to the severity of my
language ; but is there not cause for severity? I will be
as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. I will not
equivocate—I will not excuse—1I will not retreat a single inch—
and I will be heard. The apathy of the people is enough to
make every statue leap from its, pedestal, and to hasten the
resurrection of the dead. I desire to thank God that He
enables me to disregard the fear of man, and to speak His truth
in its simplicity a.n(f power.”

The first number of the Liberator newspaper was issued on
Saturday, January 1, 1831. With an old press and some
second-hand type, the paper was printed in an upper room,
which served, at first, for printing-office, counting-house, and
bed-chamber. Russell Lowell, the American poet, long ago
commemorated the enterprise of the young David, with his
stone and sling :—

In a small chamber, friendless and unseen
Toil’d o’er his types one poor unlearn'd young man ;
The place was dark, unfurnitured, and mean,
Yet here the freedom of a ruce began.
Help came, but slowly. Surely no man yet
Put lever to the heavy world with less,
What need of help? He knew how types were set:
He had a dauntless spirit—and a press.

The American Anti-Slavery Society had not then been
formed,” Garrison stood, at the beginning, well-nigh alone.
Five and thirty years have passed away, aud his work is done ;
the giant is slain ; the object of the Liberator is accomplished ;
and its existence was brought to an end with the close of the
year 1865.

“ God forbid,” exclaimed the devout Governor of South
Carolina, General M‘Duffie, in his Message of 1835, “that my
descendants in the remotest genemtion should live in any
other than a community having the institution of domestic
slavery, as it existed among the patriarchs of the primitive
church, and in all the ages of antiquity !”

In the month of April, 1864, the American Senate, by 37
voices to 6, declared for abolition, In the month of January,
1868, ita declaration was affirmed in the House of Representa-
tives by 119 to 6. Two-thirds of both Houses had concurred ;
and before the close of the year their decree was accepted by
more than the constitutional three-fourths of the States. It
thus became the law of the Republic that * neither slavery nor
iuvoluntary servitude, except as a punishment {for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, or any ‘Flace subject to their jurisdie-
tion,” and that * Congress should have power to enforce this
article of the Constitution by appropriate legislation.” And
Mr. Secretary Seward, in a proclamation embodying these
facts, formally certified, on the 18th of December (* in the year of
our Lord, 1865, and of the independance of the United States
the ninetieth”’), © that the amendment aforesaid had become
valid, to all intenta and purposes, as part of the Constitution
of the United States.”

Inexpressible must have been the joy aud thankfulness of
the veteran Garrison, when, “ with his own hands,” he * put
in type” for the Liberator, in the closing week of its existence,
“this unspeakable, cheering, and important official announce-

ment.'— Newcastle Daily Chronicle.
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RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE on
“RESPONSIBILITY " will be de-
livered at the Spiritual Lyceum,on Sunday
Evening, Feb. 11th, 1866, at 7 o’clock,
By Mr, J. H. Powzart.
Admission Free,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

®oanespoNprnTswill pluaseto write legibly on
snoside of the paper only, and as concisely as
possible. Ifthis rule is not ohserved we may
ko compelied to reject even valunble com-
positiona,

Ouan readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &¢, We wish to
£iv0 as many facts as our space will admit.
Correspondents should allow their names and
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from all suspicion.

Miss Emma TIarpinge’s Address is—Manor
House, 7, Cheyne-walk, Chelson, At home
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 till'5.

RECEIVED BY SPIRIT
INTERCOURSE,
UST PUBLISHED «THE
L HOLY BANNER OF TRUTH;”
372 Pages neatly bound in Cloth, Price 3s.
Printed and sold wholésale and retail by
William Lobley, 17, Queensgate, Bradford,
Yorkshire.  Considerable allowance made to
the Trade.
8 IT TRUE? INTERCOMMU-
NICATION DBetween the Living ‘and
the (so-called) Dead. With a Frontispiece,
“In Memoriam.” By a Working Man, May
be had at the Spiritual Lyceum~Price 1s €d.3

HE ENGLISH LEADER. A
Waekly Liheral Review,

¢ Conducivensis to Progress ineludes the
whale excellence of & government.”—J, 8,
Mux, M.P.

On January 8, 1866, {(Now Seriss). Price
Twopence. Publishing Office, 288, Strand,
London, W.C,

Price Twopence, Post-free Threepenee.
“\ HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS

TAUGHT.” Reprinted from the
Ypiritual Magaxine, may be had atthe 8piritual
Lyssum, 14, Newman-straet, Oxford-strees, W,

This pamphlet iy one of the most vigorous
of Mr. Howiit's numerous writings on Spiritual.
am. [tisin every waysuitable for cireulation-

SCALE OF CHARGES FUR ADVER.
TISEMENTS,
Two lines and under, 2s,; every ndditional
line, 34.; a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr. J. K. Powell, Spiritual
Timas Otlice, 14, Newmanestreat, Oxford-at.

Advertistments for ingertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or before nine o'clock
on Wednesday morning.

To tae Travr.~The Spiriinal Times is pub-
tished at Ten o'clock on Friday moruing, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street,
Oxfurd-st. and by Job Caudwell, 338, Strand

Cowersixts have reached us that the Spiritual
Times does not always tind itaway to conntry
subscrihors. Those who have difficulty
‘shauld send to us at the office 14, Newman
Btreet, Oxford Street, W., and we will for.
ward it direct throngh the post. Suhseribers
taking four copies can have them post free,
by remitting 8¢. 84, per quarter.

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMER» BY POST.
To facilitate the abtaining of the Spiritual

Times, packets will hie sent direct from the Office

“post free to any part of the United Kingdom,

hy remitting, in advance, as under:—

Capies, Weeks.,  Weekn, Weeks,
1. dd.,orfor 13, 3034, 26, Ge.8d. §2. j3s.
2, 8d., o, ss b B NRLLY IR w 2s,
5, Gd-y “ o G364, v 130041, . 6,
6, Is. L1304, 20504, | 52,

Paoat Office Ordors must he made pavahlete My,

J.H. Powell, atthe Post Office, Rathhone-pl,

R. ). . HOME will LECTTIRE
on MODERN SPIRVIUTALISRM at

the Willis's Rooms, on Thursday, Febraary 15.

Now Ready,
In one Vol., well hound, Post free, price, 5s.
Triibner & Co., 60, Puternoster-row.

IFE INCIDENTS AND I’'OETIC

PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL.

This work containg an account of the

Author’s remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism

and S8piritualism, together with a judicious
selection from his Poemas,

May he obtained of the Author, SpiRriTUAL
Lycnum, 14, Newman Btreet Oxford Street, W,
From tho Examiner.

There aro some euriousdetails in his account
of his life—good, because genuine transcripts of
oxperienqe.

From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1885.
Replote with interest ., . Will he found
bothinstructive andamusing . . . The * Poetic
Pictures'’ sontain many passages of sterling
merit,

From the Caledonian Mercury.
From the itineraut carcer which Mr. Powsll

| has pursued, his book necossarily contains the

reeord of some s*1ange scenes, and the descrig-
tions of some singular characters, and * the

story of his life,” as told by himself, is not

without its lesson and warning. His poems
indicate fecling, truth, and earnestness.

Just vendy, Price fid. Post free, 74.
‘WORKING MAN’S VIEW OF
TENNYSON'S “ ENOCH ARDEN.”
By J. H. PoweLr.
Muy bo had at the Spiritual Lyeeum,
A spirited and closely analytical essny. The

-renders who were delighted with his former

book (and they were many), will find in this
new effort, fresh grace and strength. Mr,
Powell's criticism may ndvantageously compare
with macy more pretentious utterances of
opinion.—Lloyds News, Junuary 27.
Now ready, price 6d.,
NE PROCEEDINGS 'OF THE
Firat Convention of DI'rogressive Spirit-
ualists, recently held mt Darlington, contalining
the Papers and Flssays read, the 8peeches and
Discussions, with a Declaration of the Opinions
and T'urposes of Progressive Spiritualists, To
which is appended the most complete Catalogue
of Books on Spiritualism and Progress ever
published. This little book contains nearly 90
pages, and is the cheapest English work on
Spiritunlism. Post free for soven stamps.
J. BURNS, Progressive Library, |, Wel-
lington-road, Caniberwell, London, 8., and all
Bookascllers.

IN AID OF THE FUNDS OF THR
SPIRITUAL LYCEUM,
Shortly will be published, in Bvo, Pries 2s. 6d.
8 Com(glete Ldition of
rl\IIE BIOLOGIOAL, REVIEW;
Conducted by Kesvntn R. H. Mae-
RENLIE, Fsq., F.8.A,, F.AS.L,

'The BroLogicaL Ravirw sontaina artielen on
Spiritual Philosophy, Mesmerism, Ilomwpathy,
]’hil_osophical Astrology, Medicine, Y'oetry,
Reviews, &ok &c., by experienced wiers,
together with an entirely new Introdugtion,
comprehending a rutrospect glanee at the last
ten years of Spiritual Advancement, by the
Editor,

As only a very limited number of this work
will he issued, it is desirable for intending pur-
chasers to make an early npplication.

Published at the Spiritual Lyceum, 14,
Newman-street, London, W.€.

MRS. I, 1I. LACY.
'B/[RS. L. . LACY, Olairvoyante,

and Magnetic Physicinn, from Americn,
gives Dingnoses of Disease, and doescribes
menta] characteristics, often with marvellous
succens. At home for I'rivate Consultation—
Tuesdnys, Thursdays, und Saturdays, from 10
A, to 10 pot Terma moderate.  Rooms,
128, Albany-street, Regent's-park, N.W,
Arnmnngements entered jnto for private family
cireles,

‘ONE SHILLING.
])AROELS OF TIIE S8PIRITUAL
. LYCEUM TRACTS can now be had
ut the Lyceum, containing an assortment,

Saturday, February 10, 1866

MURRAY SPEAR is again
e prepared to examine and prescribe for
disease of body or mind, as 8pirit Intelligences
shall lead and direct him ; and he will deline-
ate the character and capacities of persons
either when they are present o1 oy tneir hand-
writing ; and he will accept invitations to hold
private conversations, or to give public ad-
dresses on the phenomena, phliosophy, and the
practical uses of Spiritualism. Business hours
from 12 to 3. Address 146, Albany-street,
Regent’s-park, N. W,

MR. AND MRS. WALLACE

beg tn announce that they have taken
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman street, Oxford-
street, for a series of Friday Hvening Séances
to commence at #§ o*clock, Admission ls.

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS.

0. 1.—-NICODEMIANS AND
THOMASIANS, by WiLLian Howirr.
No. 3,—~AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF
SPIRITUALISM, by Oxe or Thru-
sELvEs. Now ready. FPrice Threepenee.
No. 4.~ WHAT 1T 18 20 BE A SPIRITUALIST, by
Thomas Brevior,
No. 5.—~Facrs ann Stupsponn Trines, by
Robert Cooper.
No. 6.—S8riuurvavisy 1x Hanrsony witn Di-
viNE REVELATIONS, by Dr.J. B, Ferguson.
No. 7.—LerTers oN BeiriruaLism, by Wiliam
Howitt. Price Threepence.
An assortment of the above, ls.

QPIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND

PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-
periences, and Fac-8imiles of Spirit-Writing,
by J. H. Powell.

As an individurl contribution to the geneial
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable,— William Howitt.

Mr. Powsll's statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, und as he
is evidently a truthful writer, wo cannot do
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work. * ® ® Many persons will read Mr.
Poweils narrative with interest, for it has ne
laek of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.—Publio Opinion, March 12th, 1864,

The sum of the matter is, that if ene hasa
a curjosity to know what Spiritualism is, nnd
what it actually aims at, he will gujp a better
nnd clearer viow of it from Mr. Powell’s volume
than from any other that has yet heen published,
not even excepting that of the great apostle
medium, Mr, Ilome himself.—Caledonian Mer
eury, March 12, 1864,

To be had of the Author atthe Lyeeum,
Price 2s., post free.
Now readv. In one volume, Demy 8vo..

Poat free, price 7s.6d.

UPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN

THE LIFE OF J. B, FERGUSONX ;

Inoluding twenty years’ observation of Preter-
Natural Phenomena,

Tdited by T. L. Nicuows, M.D., auther of
* Forty Yenrs of American Life,” ¢ Biography
of the Brothers Duvenport,” &e., &c.

This book c¢ontains the personal experi-
enoes of Mr, Ferguson. and his observations
during twenty years, under favourable circum-
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of
very remarkable phenomena, from the mon
striking physieal, to the higher forms of psychi-
gal or apiritupl, manifestations. It will alse
present, froan the gopious records of Mr. Fer-

.| guson, specimens of wisdom and philusophy

given from the interior, and many facts orally
related. ‘Fhe work of the editor will be the
selecdion and the arrangement of the records
furnished him, und the orderly narration of
the facts, nud he has reason to helieve that no
work of the present time eontains accounts
of more vewnnrkahle, vazied and impostant
phenomena than will be found in this volume,
Allordor to Be sent to Mr. J. 1. Powsn,
Spiritual Lyecum, 14, Newinaa-strest,
Oxford-strect, W,
Printed and Published by the Proprictor,
Ronerr Coorrn, at the Spiritusl Lyceum,

M: Newmarn-st,, Oxford-st., in the County ef
Middlesex, Suturday, February 10th, 1366.



