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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
US not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences )f eternal existence, 
ta ’isiug us to feel that the passing shadows we apeak of belong not to the spiritual, 
out the material world. It is easy to imagine that we a» e dealing with the ab­
solute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently Lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en­
during facts are beyond the tomb.

NOTICE.

T iie  Editor of the S p ir itu a l Times, by the advice of 
several of his friends and supporters, has consented to 
attend a meeting to be held at the Lyceum Hall, on the 
first floor, 14, Newman Street, Oxford Street, W ., on Thurs­
day evening next, Sept. 20th., the chair to be taken at 8 
o’clock. The subscribers, and all who desire to soe the 
paper moro extensively circulated, and more than ever, rep­
resentative o f English Spiritualism, are respectfully invited.

‘ ‘ LIGHT, MORE LIGHT. ”

T h is  expression of Goothe has been repeated through 
the centuries. “  Light, moro light!”  the soul of humanity 
awakens in the darkness of ignorance, where superstition, 
tyranny, and wrong, like turnkeys, hold the keys that lock 
the fetters upon the limbs o f thought.

Gradually as the ages have rolled along, the light of 
Wisdom has sent its divine rays-into tho almost impenet­
rable darkness of the soul’s prison, and the strong desire 
for lreedom has possessed it, and it lias cried in agony for 
“ Light, more light!” A  new existence, beautiful as the 
rising sun, opens before the imprisoned miud the moment 
the rays of the Everlasting Truth pierce tho dense gloom of 
Ignorance. What fetters, what monstrosities, tyrannies, 
or organized conspiracies, can avail to keep the soul in 
darkness, after it has fairly caught a glimpse of the new 
heavenly existence, dimly perceivod by a few rays of intel­
lectual and spiritual light!

Like stars, human beings differ. One star differeth from 
another in glory, yet they are all moro or less glorified, 
more or less gifted with the power to shine in the firmament. 
A  glow-worm is a mite in comparison with the moon, never­
theless, its lustre is as divine and beautiful. So with 
human beings when light is given them from on high, 
they let their “  light shine before men,”  and truly “  glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven.”  As stars differ, so men 
differ in the power to reflect their lustre.

“  Light, more light!”  is the text of the gospel of freedom. 
The heroes and martyrs of all time, in one form or other, 
have preachod from it. The world owes its progress to the 
illuminating power of “  Light, moro light!”  which has been 
the cry of the past, of the present, and will be the cry 
o f tho future. As the soul o f humanity ascends the 
spiritual laddor and realizes more and moro of Paradise, 
it must cry for “ Light, more ligh t! ”

Eternal Progression means light, inexhaustable light. 
Annihilation wero preferable to perpetual darkness. No

theological hell could bo more uninviting. W e rejoice to 
know that our Heavenly Father gives us day as well as 
night. It is our own fault if we walk not in the radiance 
of day, for we are assured that all are His children, all are 
born to the inheritance of Immortal Life. W hy then need 
any of us hide our faces from tho sun and curse the fate 
that robs us of light? W e can all look for day, even 
as tho night passes; but alas! how many of us elongate 
the night, and grow to lovo darkness rather than light!

There is no human tyrant that can fetter the soul. It is 
tpiite a mistake to suppose there is. A man,s soul can be 
as tree when the body is in fetters as when it is unchained 
and unconfined by stone walls. Cannot a fettorod slave 
bless God and realize the blessing of God which Ho over 
bestows on all who bless Him, rogardloss of position, croed, 
or colour? Wo forget that “ tilings are not what they 
seem,”  and estimate wrongly in consequence. Take tho 
man with a “  conscience void of offence,”  and persecute 
him ; can all the scientific modes of torture combined, 
make his soul confess itself a liar or coward ? Let the 
recurds of tho world’s martyrs attost tho soul’s independ­
ence in this particular at least.

The imprisoned and fettered are not tho only slaves. 
Doubtless tliero are more slaves who are called by the 
world respectable freemen. They have the liberty to sin 
the more aud enslave their own souls, which is a serfdom a 
few years of the earth life may not suffice to end. As an 
illustration of the power of soul, or its reception of spiritual 
light, wo are reminded, not for tho first time, of the story 
of Protagoras and tho laughing philosopher, Democritus. 
Protagoras was a common porter, yet ho was a philosopher. 
His condition did not rob him of genius. He was engaged 
carrying a heavy bundle of slicks, when he was met by 
Democritus, who seeing tho sticks arrayed ia geometrical 
order by the porter, expressed his surprise, and prevailed 
upon Protagoras to undo the bundle, which he did at once, 
proving to Democritus that even a poor Greek porter had 
a soul gifted with genius. “ God moves in a mysterious 
way,”  as in the case of Protagoras, He raises out of the 
dust of conditions the precious ore of Truth, aud makes the 
poorest peasant rich with the wealth of Intellect.

“ Light, more light!”  for the churches. “ Light, moro 
light!” for the states. “  Light more light!”  for tiie peoples. 
All need it, all degenerate without it. Give us light, ye 
favoured of the world, ye who have learning, time, and 
talent! Neither your wealth nor your knowledge belongs 
solely to yourselves. Ye were born for higher purposes 
than those belonging to the gratification of self. W o arc 
thankful for the measure ol light already ours, but we 
need moro. Poverty aud crime, wealth and selfishness, 
hardened hypocrisy, aud cruel despotism, go hand in hand. 
The foes of light surround us on all hands. They occupy 
our pulpits, sit in our habitations, and direct the formation 
of the characters of the young. They place themselves in 
tho way o f intellectual, social, domestic, and spiritual 
reform. Turn which way we will, we are shewn the rush- 
light of some Spurgeon or other, and aro expected to see 
no further. But the darkness is impenetrable with all the
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rushlight» in Christendom. The light of God which can 
never become extinguished, illumining every darkened 
soul willing to receive it, is alono the “ light of life,”  the 
light which can dispel the thick spiritual darkness. 
“  Light, more light 1”  this is the deathless demand of man. 
A demand which faggots, prisons, and all the inhumanities 
of the ages, could never suppress; because it is a demand 
consonant with man’s nature, tho satisfying of which 
brings him noarer and nearer to his Maker.

Spiritualism, that divine teacher which commenced its 
mission on earth “  from the beginning,”  but which priests 
o f all creeds, and professors of the acknowledged sciences, 
havo ignorantly assailed, vainly essaying to trample it 
under their feet, takes up the beautiful expression— “  Light, 
more light!”  and the world moves still, we trust a little 
faster, towards the “  Better Life,”  where peace, harmony 
and freedom prevail.

Spiritualism is no painted doll of fashion, elaborated in 
gew-gaws to set the world agapo with admiration, but a 
regular equipped warrior, lighting for light, and the 
world’s redemption. To bo a Spiritualist, therefore, one 

’must bo prepared to follow a sturdy general, one who lights 
to conquer, and conquers for humanity. Darkness is au 
indispensable condition of Nature. So is light. But mental 
darkness befits only the mentally blind.

“  Light, more light!”  the patriot cries,
“  Light, more light! "  tho vniceful day replies.

Light for the soul to see the way 
That leads to Love's eternal dav.

BLIND TOM.

B l in d  T om is following the fashionable world out of 
town. He has been to Hastings, Eastbourne, Tunbridge 
Wells, Southampton, and a host of other towns. W e havo 
had a second opportunity, under more favourable circum­
stances than the first, o f listening to Tom’s marvellous per­
formance, and wo confess ourself ‘ mysteriously mystified.’ 
Fortune favoured us. We wore on our way to Eastbourne, 
and met Tom at I ’olegate, who was under the care of Mr. 
W . Howard, the gentleman who introduces him to tho 
audience. We shook hands with Tom, aud sat in tho same 
carriage with him. Presently the train started, and Tom 
placed his hands over his ears and twisted his body about in 
the most grotesque mannor. W e afterwards understood 
that ho is always thus influenced, or psychologised, by the 
noise of tho engine. Ho is certainly an oddity, calling 
himself Professor Wheels, Professor Axles, and Professor 
Buffer. At -tho hotel ho caused no little amusement by 
helping himself plentifully to sugar. W o aro told on 
authority, but ought, not to tell it to others, that Tom 
actually took thirteen lumps of sugar to one cup of tea. 
Idiotic or not, ho likes sweets.

At the Assembly Rooms he commenced his entertainment 
by playing on tho pianoforte a Greek march, gave a selection 
from the opera o f II Trovatore, and sang “ Rocked in the 
Cradle o f the Deep.”  He next played the “ Fisher’s 
Hornpipe”  with tho right hand, “  Yankee Doodle ”  with 
tho lof t, and sang, “  Early in tho Morning,”  at ono spell; a 
feat we should say, not an easy ono for tho most accomplish - 
od pianist. Thalborg’s “  Home, Sweet Home,”  a favourite 
with Tom, was exquisitoly rendered by him, and highly 
appreciated by his audienco. Tho groat test of Tom’s 
wouderful power of imitation, memory, or reproduction, 
(we should say mediumship,) was given with perfect success. 
A  gentleman, named Beeeroft, mounted the platform, 
and played an original pioco, which Tom instantly 
reproduced. It is the ability to reproduce the most difficult 
music after onco hearing it, that makes Tom a living 
wonder. W e do not believe that tho most practised 
musician could acquire tho gift.

.Sir. Howard tukl tho audience, that on ono occasion, a 
gentleman brought a musical box, and expressed himself 
quite satisfied that Tom could not imitate it on the Piano. 
But Tom did imitate it. We were favoured with a repet­
ition of it.

Tom’s entertainment is not confined to tho piano. IIo 
sometimes repeats whole speeches which ho has at various 
times heard delivered. On this occasion, we were favoured 
with part of the Lord’s prayer iu Latin, then in Greek.

“  The Dutch woman and the hand-organ,”  was a humourous 
piece, which gave Tom an opportunity of displaying his 
powers of mimicry, both by the piano and voice.

We have no spaco to speak of other parts of Tom’s pro­
gramme for the evening. W e however, feel glad to record 
our testimony to Tom’s great genius. As may be expected, 
Blind Tom is looked upon by many of the wiseacres as a 
humbug, and so tbo matter for them ends. But wo feel 
assured if Mr. Howard can keep heart only for a few 
months, Tom’s fame must widen to such a degree, as to make 
it unfashionnblo not to witness his performance.

We havo not tho slightest doubt of Tom’s mediumship. 
Ho is exquisitely sensitive to alii sound, and may be said to 
be mostly in an abnormal condition. As to his idiotcy, we 
can scarcely form an opinion from the short acquaintance 
we have had with him. He does very absurd things at 
times, and is quite child-like in his manner at cithers. Pys- 
chologists, Phrenologists, Physiognomists, and Physiolog­
ists, may all study him to advantage.

“ A REFUTATION OF MODERN SPIR ITU A LISM ?”

A t  last “  the coming man ”  has come. It was to be ex­
pected that the Spiritualists would not long bo able to 
maintain their arms untarnished, without somo Goliath, 
full of ‘ reason and faith ’ of a certain quality, emerging from 
a Chelsea fog, and, in one encounter, routing and forever 
silencing them. To drop metaphor, John Henry Elliot, a 
name, wo suppose, unknown to fame, has lately read an 
essay, bearing tho abovo title, before tho Chelsea Branch of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, and ‘ by request ’ has 
actually rushed into print with it. With, or without, John 
Henry Elliott’s permission, wo shall briefly consider a few 
“ trifles light as air,”  containodin this 10 paged tract.

Tho “ refutation”  opens with an admission, that con­
scientious “ assertors”  of “ unpopular opinion,”  oven 
“ pernicious”  Spiritualists, should have “ toloration, nay, 
fair consideration and respect,”  concedod to thorn. Thus 
well begins, but worse remains bohiud. John Henry Elliot 
has a mind, and such a mind 1 Ho talks of “  Reason,”  and 
tho laws of Nature, re-echoing tho storiotypod alaphabet o f 
opposition with “ good grace, aud unreserved heartiness.”  
Could a parrot do more ? Let us confess his aptness at once, 
and proceed. In a “  kindly spirit,”  John Henry Elliot 
asks the “ honest” Spirituulists “  to ro-consider the basis 
of their boliof,”  and “  raiso tho question whether it is well 
te ignoro tho experience of tho agos, and tho distinct 
teachings of our own reason, because some inexplicable 
phenomena present themselves, incapable with our existing 
knowledge of a natural explanation.”  What splendid 
logic for a member of a Young Men’s Christian Association 
to havo published by “ request” ! Spiritualists aro asked 
to re-consider— that is to reason upon— what is pronounced 
“ inexplicable.”  W ho told John Henry Elliot that Spirit­
ualists “ ignore tho experience of tho ages and the distinot 
teachings o f our reason ”  ? W e wonder that tho Chelsea 
Branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association were not 
asliamod to “ request”  the publication of suoh a libel on 
Spiritualists. The sword cuts the other way. Spiritualists 
base their philosophy upon the experience o f the ages, and 
tho distinct teachings of reason, and make it a standard 
objection, that such superficial and unenlightened oppon­
ents as John Henry Elliot, will forever ignore tho experience 
of tho ages, and talk against Spiritualism with so little 
reason.

John Henry Elliot finds it difficult to treat, or even hear 
of “  tho higher manifestations without a flush of anger or 
shame, that any intelligent creature could accept as truth, 
such debasing and puorile viows of the disembodied state.”  
A few adjectives, if they fail to strengthen tho prose or tho 
argument, serve to excite strong feelings of approval 
from a regular orthodox assemblage. W e almost fancy we 
can seo the flush, not o f “ anger or shame,”  but of pride, 
as Jolm Henry Elliot “ brought down tho house”  he was 
addressing, as the words, “ dobasing ”  and “ puerile”  fell 
from his inspired lips. After this tho reader may suppose 
ho drew breath. In the print a now paragraph follows 
almost immediately, ■which loads us to that conclusion, 
especially its the convenient adjectives which we may 
charitably suppose, with Christian young men betoken
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■“  common sense,”  o f  winch John Henry Elliot is not at all 
■deficient, for his new paragraph opens with, “  Let us try to 
get a plain common sense idea of the thing to he discussed.'” 
And he gets it, after describing the ordinary spirit phenom­
ena, thus :— “ A l l  o f  which are iei/ond cr opposed to what we 
•know o f  the ordinary operations o f  N a tu re .” What then, of the 
•«¡traordinary operations of Nature? John Ilenry Elliot, 
what a splendid mind is yours! W e advise the Young 
Men’s Christian Association to treasure you ; by-and-by, 
.you may be as a shining light to them ! “  Opposed to what 
we know of the ordinary laws of nature,” and so you 
-denounce the views of Spiritualists as “ debasing and 
.puerile,”  because they are based upon phenomena (that 
-are ‘.i opposed to what we know o f the ordinary laws of 
.Nature.”  Poor young man! you seem to have lost your 
•appetite for adjectives here.

Had you not better continued in the-old style of decla­
mation ? But possibly you mean to deliver another essay 
•bofore .the Chelsea Christian Association, and -secure 
your fame by defining what you, who talk so much about 
it, know of Nature. A  little modesty is becoming in so 
young a man. Pray, -in future, talk less, and think more. 
The laws of Nature are an enigma no man has yet been 
able to solve. Poor young man ! we feel for you. W hy 
did you not get some kind scholar to revise your essay. In 
•one breath you tell us what are “ opposed to what we 
know of the ordinary laws of Nature,”  when you knew 
nothing about i t ; whilst in another breath, you aim to sink 

••the whole question of Spiritualism in “  the vast unexplored 
-field of natural laws, and powers of which we know so little.”  
Logic forever! a horse chestnut is aclieetnut horse.”  John 
Henry Elliot draws another breath, and although he has 

-stated the views of Spiritualists to be “  debasing and 
puorile,”  “  admits the fa c ts  that are testified to, without 
believing in Spiritualism.”  We ought to be grateful to 
him for this admission, at least as much as creatuios whose 
veiws are “  debasingand puerile ”  can bo.

John Henry Elliot draws many breaths before he eon- 
•clud.es, and ends as he began, having brought no single 
■argument forward that has not been fruitlessly urged by 
his intellectual superiors, a thousand times. Spiritualism 
to-day, as in all ages, places its hand on the great heart of 
mankind, which must cease to beat ore Spiritualism can 

< cease (to be.
Our space is too limited to deal seriatim  with John 

Ilenry Elliot’s statements and mis-etatements. Spiritualism 
•as John Henry Elliot comprehends it, is certainly a hodge­
podge almost as bad as the hodge-podge of dogmas sub­
scribed to by John Henry Elliot and his unreasoning fellow- 
-pilgrims. He talks of the “ pernicious teachings”  of 
.Spiritualism, aud is silent about the blasphemous teachings 
•of Theology which consign all souls o f every condition of 
moral worth, who fail to swallow.the pill of .Dogmatism, 
to perpetual “  weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth” 
•in hell. What “  lying spirits ”  can paraded the pernieious 
-character of such a darkenod belief? And yet he who ean 
-denounce a philosophy which he cannot comprehend, must 
rest on tho dogma of perpetual hell for unbelief, or the 

.-applause would have been faint indeed, when he let out the 
secrets of his soul before the Chelsea branch o f  .the 

•“ Young Men’s Christian Association.”
Upon the question of Ileasou aud Faith, John Henry 

Elliot.is exceedingly obscure Reassures the Young Men’s 
‘-Christian Association at Chelsea, that Spiritualists act in 
« direct opposition to Reason, and thereby assumes Reason to 
•be supremo. But, alas! what “ a .falling off is there”  
-when he says:— “ Christians aceept the-statements of the 
Bible through faith in the-book, and its Divine authority,

• and could not believe the miracles to be true  were they not 
communicated by the word of God.”  No Reason required 
here evidently, and John Henry Elliot oan --see >no reason 
for it. Faith without a reason for it other than-“ .I  believe.” 
W hy? “  Because I  do believe,”  is what Jolm Henry Elliot 
claims for himself. But poor spiritualists! how he lashes 

iyoo. for lacking, not-Faith but Reaeun.

-THE .BROTHERS DAVENPORT.

'Dtrnnra the last few -weoks these lanediums have been 
; jiving •■seances tin »the {principal ttowns «of iBolgiuiq,

and they appoar to be well satisfied with the reception they 
have everywhere met with. Antwerp is the last town they 
have visited, where they remained a week, and their success 
there has been greater than in any town in Belgium, the 
large Salle d ’ ita n n o n ie  being nightly filled with appreciat­
ive observers. There are a great many Spiritualists in 
this town (between two and .three thousand). It is also 
tho most catholic town in Belgium. The press has acted 
fairly towards the subject, and have given excellent articles, 
adopting the wise course of reporting the facts without 
attempting to account for them. Amsterdam is the next 
town proposed to he visited. Baron Holmfeld, from Ham­
burg, a volunteer in the good eause, has recently under­
taken the task o f introducing the brothers.

THE PHANTOM GAMBLER.

By P. B. R a n d o l p h .

A  few  days before Ideft Louisiana, bound on a tour through 
the East, N orth aud W est, for the purpose o f  appealing to the’ 
people for aid ,o  enable me to gratify m y highest aud only 
a m b it io n -th e  establishing o f  a high grade school for colored 
children in Louisiana, my adopted State— T became acquainted 
with Jim  Hobart, form erly one o f the most noted desperadoes 
and gam blers in the South-west. Jim  is a Texan drover c o w —  
but not under his old name. 1 met him in N ew  Iberia, a town 
on the B ayou  Teche, on the highroad for cattle from Texas, for 
the New Orleans market. I  had ju s i been bidding adieu to 
some acquaintances, who bade me G od speed in my school enter­
prise, and one o f them had said, “ Good bye, and remember 
that P . B. Randolph will ever find a friend in me.”  I  then 
hastened to the steamer, but as I set foot upon the gang plank, 
a hand was laid on my shoulder by a mau, rough to look at, clad 
as a drover, and about fifty five years old. “  A re  you the P. B. 
Randolph who held circles at M adaruePerati’s in Cluttres street, 
last winter a year ago ! ” “  Y e s .'• W ell, 1 was th e re -o n e ’
night when you spoke ami said Lincoln would get pistolled.; and 
1 had often heard o f you before. Y ou  were so surrounded by 
people that 1 cou ld ’ut speak to you ; and as I had to go  to G alv­
eston next day, why I never saw you till to day, and even then 
wasn't sure o f  you," till I heard Pieket speak your name. I'm  a 
believer in spirits. I  live, in N ew  Orleans when not on the road, 
aud am going there now. I f  you will call at -that address 
.(handing me a boardiug-house card),’.I  w ill be glad to give you a  
good supper and have a chat about matters and tilings in general, 
aud spirits in particular.'' The whistle sounded.; w e parted, 
and I went to La Fourehe, to  hold m yself in readiness to depart 
upon my mission, nor did I again meet H obart until I .run 
across him one day in the last week in June, quite accidentally, 
in C anal' street. New Orleans. 1 cheerfully accepted his in­
vitation, and together we repaired to an hotel where we enjoyed 
an excellent supper.

Readers o f - the Journal, will re me uil>er my letter about the 
Youdous, or H oodoos, ot Now Orleans—a  pack o f  the most 
devilish wretches that ever disgraced the human form. ''Yell, 
what was my astonishment when Holiart said to me, “  T believe 
in sp ir its ,! believe in Y om louism . I  have been saved from  tlie 
«allows by the f ir s t ; a n d  killed one man in a duel with bawie 
knives, and lost forty-three thousand dollars through the last. 
L isten : In <1810 I got the yellow fever so bad that nothing 
short o f a tramp to California cured it. I  went to the diggings, 
not to dig, but to open a  monte bank, big sweat a n d  roulette.; 
and the way I and m y partner raked down the dust, was a  
caution. I was com plete master o f  a pack o f  ca rd s.; n o  man 
could hdld a  caudle to me in poker, bluff, euchre or seven up.; 
and for three years 1 kept,-this up until 1 had a five-gallon keg 
packed full of'-sohd dust, sa fily  buried, .and as much m ore , in 
ready Capital. Then I went back to Son Francisco, and helped 
open a faro bank on .the .Plaza, on the very spot w here. Peter 
J o b ’s restaurant now stands.; and oil ! didn’ t we ra k e ’em  d o w n ! 
I  have known one hundred and sixty pounds o f  solid gob ! to  he 

.<won by our bank in a single u ight T h is may appear strange, 
but it is strictly true, as many o f  the men o f  ’60, '61 .and 62, 

•can nhundantly.verify. One day there eaiue a man—■stoolnd by 
one o f  our haw ks—a middle aged, m iddle-sized, lather serious 
sort o f  a fellow, who gave his name as Hank Turner. H e said 
lie. n ever played, bu t to oblige his friend, would fight the tiger 
ju st a  little—to try his teetti—that was a l l ! W ell, lie played— 
and we, contrary to general usage, let him lose. W e usually 
perm it g r e e n e y s  to win. .We did this, because w.hilo pretending 
to  light his cigar by  mine, our hawk had told me that .Hank 
Turner had over twelve hundred ounces a t the M offat's office— 
I think that's the nam e o f the A ssayer then most in .vogue i.ii: 
Friscee. »In  ...three days.Turner, lost eight, thousand dollars on 
ykff fourih<cigkt.hexwon hlLihack.&tid..thirteaa i ihQusaUd..'dt>Uw;-



204 [September 15,186G.T II  E S P I U 1 T U A  L T I M E S .

more. That success sealed his fate. H e became fevered and we 
plucked him o f his last dollar. Never, never, shall I forget the 
terrible despair that seized upon him when he toppled over the 
gulph we had led him to , and plunged headlong into ruin, utter, 
total, aud complete. The bulk o f  his money we shipped East 
in charge o f  one of his party, but although we saw him  and the 
money safe on board the ship, and saw her sail, yet we never 
laid eyes on either again, for he and it disembarked at M anzan­
illo, M exico, and so we were dished in our turn. A s for Turner, 
he cut his throat, ami we all thought, and said, that was the last 
o f  him, but by tho great Hook block ! it wasn’t, as you will see. 
After a while the people got down on us, and after hanging a 
few o f  our fraternity, they gave us due notice that the summer 
was likely to be hot— at least for u s,—and so we disbanded, and 
I went once more to the diggings. The same luck attended me, 
and the dust rolled in by  bags full. Till one night there was a 
crow d in m y shanty, and all o f  us had a fair shake o f fortune—  
the bank being about forty weight o f gold ahead. Presently all 
left, and after cocking my revolvers, I and my partner -.vent to 
bed. In a little while he was fast asleep, and I was just going 
into a doze, when there came a terrible raj» at the door. In  an 
instant l struck a light, and was reaching for a pistol when, to 
my surprise, I saw a man in the room , though how he got (hero, 
G od only knows, nor did it occur to me to ask the question. 1 
did not recollect ever having seen him before. He was dressed 
altogether better than miners usually are, and to my demand 
what he wanted, replied, ‘ Y ou r name's J im  Hobart. I ’ ve but 
little time to spare. Here's thirty-two pound o f  dust ; stake an 
equal sum. Sit down, and if  you ’re a better man than I am, 
why.we'll see. N ow  such challenges were quite common, ami 
although I was weary and had much rather have put off the 
encounter till the next night, yet the code o f  morals was such 
that a refusal on m y part would have subjected mo to the great­
est personal danger. W e sat down. I gave him ‘ ch ip s ’ to the 
amount he mentioned, and took an equal number. W e played, 
and so intensely was I wrapt that although I distinctly heard a 
third voice in the room, it never occurred to me that it was 
other than m y partner’s. M y opponent won every time. W e 
tried euchre, monte, and old sledge. It was all the same. In 
tw o hours he had pokered, bluffed, euchred and high-low jacked 
roe out o f every dollar I had in the cabin, or the whole wide 
w orld . Even my watch, boots, gam bling apparatus, shanty 
everything was lost to this mysterious player. Just before the 
last stake was won, I distinctly heard a voice say, ‘ T h ere ! I 
think he is cured, don 't you 1 ’ ‘ Y es,’ said another voice, ‘ and
well for him, too, for they mean to hang him at nine to-m orrow ! ’
L was frightened, lookeil up, and to my horror, saw three persons 
standing by the table, one o f whom was my upponeut, whom I 
now fully recognized as Hank Turner ; the second was an «old 
chum w ho bail been hung by a lynch mob in Natchez five years 
before, and the third was the first speaker— m y own dead 
father 1

“ N ow  I am no coward, but as the truth flashed on me, 1 
shrieked and sprung from my seat. In another instant my 
partner leaped to my side. The other three were gone, but not 
throiroh the door. I hurriedly explained to him that I had just 
learned that there was hanging a fo o t ; and in one hour from 
that time we Were ten miles on t e road, going as fast as  ̂ two 
fine coursers could bear us, aud the gold dust we carried. Three 
weess after that 1 heard that a m ob went to hang us at 
daybreak.

** 1 hate never played cards since, but did things equally had. 
In isew Orleans, right around here in Marias street, 1 saw, three 
years ago, a beautiful quadroon g ir l ; and to effect my purpose, 
bribed two o f the most noted voudous to become my agents. I 
succeeded. The girl was it natural daughter o f  a celebrated 
character, who was informed o f  what I had done. One of his 
friends espoused his qua rre l; we fou g h t; l wounded la m ; lie 
died, aud it cost me forty-three thousand dollars to escape—and 
the most o f that money went to the accursed voudous, who had 
all along been using me for their owu ends. I got free o f  all my 
troubles at last ; but no temptation is strong enough to lead mo 
ffom  the straight path again, aud when I look back I feelgrate- 
ful to  G od that Spiritualism, in one form , saved m e ; and in 
another, convinced me that a life o f  perfect inuocenco is the only 
true life.’ ’ . .

Such is the narrative o f  one o f  the ways that spiritual beings 
take tu nriug us to light, truth and goodness.

I h a v e  many strange tilings for your ears, anil trust to liavo 
opj'oriuiiiUes in the W est to tell them, ami at the same time 
advance the interests o f tho freed  man’s school.— lleligio-Pkilo- 
xojthca. Journal.

C U R IO U S  D R E A M S.

Home years before the erection o f those well, known lighthouses 
called tiie Caskets, near the Isle of A lderney, an Islander 
dream ed that a ship had been wrecked near those rocks, and 
that some o f  the crew  hail saved themselves upon them. This

story he related to some o f  the Islanders, but it was ridiculed 
and dis-believed. The next night the dream was repeated, aud 
the dreamer prevailed on his companions to take a boat and go 
to the rook, where they found, and brought; to the shore three 
ship-wrecked sailors.

This circumstance, and the supposed loss o f  the Victory’ ship, 
on this rock, was alleged to be the reason fur the erecting o f 
three light houses there.

The narrator o f  the above dream or vision, as a proof o f  som e­
thing existing within men as a real principle, indojienilout of the 
material frame, related further the following circum stance, 
which, in a letter to the Editor o f tho “  Gentlemen’ s M agazine, ’ 
in 1787, he declared to be true. A  friend o f  his, o f  veracity, 
dreamed that being in W estminister Abbey, lie saw one o f the 
monuments falling, and to prevent it from com ing to the ground 
lie put his shoulder under and supported the weight till assist­
ance came to his relief. On his awaking, lie felt" a violent pain 
in his shoulder and arm, so that he was incapable o f  putting on 
his clothes without help. He did not revive for several weeks, 
having taken the water o f  bath for his restoration.

In  1791, before the drawing o f the state lottery, a little girl at 
Stondon, fixed upon the number 10,000, as a ‘ lucky’ num ber 
and recommended her aunt to select it. which she declined. It 
came up as owning the largest sum drawn.

CORRESPONDENCE.
We do nut ¡mill ourselves responsible foi tho opinions expressed by 

our Correspondents.

IRA’S DREAM.

T o the E ditor o f  the Spiritual Times.
D ear  S ir .— W hile waiting for the conveyance to take us from 

the hotel at N am ur, Ira Davenport said to me, “  Cooper, I had 
a dream about you last night, o f so vivid a character that I  con ­
tinue to realize every particular. I dreamt you  were up in a 
tree holding a large tilack serpent by  the neck, tho body o f  
which was coiled about the trunk. It was making desperate 
efforts to get free, but you held it 'tight at arm’ s length, in spite 
o f its writhing, and called on me to come and help you. 1 
said, *• 1 cannot get at you to render you any assistance.”
‘ ‘ Throw  at it,”  you teplied. “  I f  I  do, I may hit you .”  “  N ever 
mind,”  yon said * “ I  may as well be killed by a stone as by a 
snake.”  U pon this, I  g o t some larger stones, and jiroceeded to  
throw at (he serpent. The first two took but little eilect. but 
tho third hit tho serpent on the head, producing a noise like the 
splitting o f a board, and tho monster relaxed its hold, uncoiled, 
and fell dead.”  At night, after the public seance, we bail some 
conversation with the spirits, and I  asked them i f  they could 
tell us anything about Ira ’s dream. The rejily was : - - “ I t  was a 
vision, and is signiticaut.”  ‘ ‘ W ill you interpret itr” I asked. 
“ The snake is Old T iieoj.ooy, which you have got by tho neck, 
and is squirm ing aud struggling to get free ; but yo . nold on,
our blows are felling, and you will soon see it dead at your feet. ’ 
“  W hat does the first stone mean,” 1 asked. “ Our com ing to  
England ; tho rest let the future reveal. Y ou  began at Brussels 
on the anniversary o f W aterloo, and are now fighting a battle 
which will be attended with greater results than even that. Our 
mission is to uproot superstition from the earth. Superstition is 
the enemy o f  all progress. Destruction must precede recon ­
struction. W e are now getting the lever under, and shall g ive 
it a prize some day. G ood n ig h t ! we w ill see you  again.”

This was all spoken in a clear and well articulated manner, 
and is almost w ord for word, as uttered by the spirit.

I  remain, yours faithfully,
„  R o b e r t  C o o p e r .

Antwerp, Sept. Gth, 1869.

A SPIRITUAL REVEALMENT.

To the Editor o f  tho Spiritual Times.
S i r ,— 1The following sjiiritual revoalment is  from tho “ Sjiiritual 

Reasoner,” by E. 11 Lewis, M. D ., said to be given by the spirit 
o f tho plrilosojilier, John  Locke.

«  h i the darkness aud depravity o f  the human miud, it has 
not properly appreciated the reality o f  future existeuce. I t  has 
not realized the sublim ity o f an intercourse with good spirits, 
and it has not been suitably informed with relation to the truths 
which are beheld and known in the celestial world. From  this 
lamentable gloom  in which the soul has been sunk for ages, the 
race has groped with no guide but the feeble light o f  earthly
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wisdom ; and thus through a long and doleful night, the children 
o f  men have mourned and sorrowed as those w ithout hope, 
beholding no light, no sign o f  day in the clouded sky.

But in the present era the dawn is rapidly approaching. It is 
the mission o f  spirits again to bring life and im m ortality to light. 
They are sent forth as m inisteis o f faith and knowledge to 
reveal the reality and meanings o f  the spirit world, to over­
shadow the thinking souls o f  meu with the glory o f  the angelic 
presence, and to speak in deepest tones o f  love the wonders o f 
the divine creation. T o  the low ly and despised they whisper, 
and the hear; which was crushed with grie f becomes strong with 
inward hope ; whilst beneath the pow er o f the influx which 
they are pouring into the universal mind o f  humanity, the 
clouds of superstition and error will take their everlasting 
flight.

The m idnight o f  the world has passed. The light o f  dawn is 
stream ing through the shadows o f  departing gioom , and the 
w orld is awakening to its glorious destiny. The glory  o f  the 
heavenly spheres is dawning upon the earth, and the brightness 
o f  angelic wisdom is irradiating the darkened bosom o f 
humanity.

Behold ! the angels have now gained an irrisistable control 
over the w orld, and they have decided to accom plish the purpose 
w hich they have conceived. They will cover the desolated earth 
with fruits o f immortal grow th, whose life shall be breathed out 
as sweet incense unto God. Let the world listen in the future 
to the revelations o f truth, as it has exercised in the past, the 
influx o f  celestial breathings.’ 1— B. I).

F R E S H  M A R V E L S  O F S P IR IT  P O W E R .

T o the Editor o f  the Spiritual Times.
K now iug that the facts of Spiritualism and their application 

are o f tne very highest importance, I solicit the attention of 
your readers, while I.g ive a brief account of one o f the most in­
teresting and marvellous seances I was ever present at. On the 
evening o f  the 31st, August, I  visited Mrs. St. Aubin, a lady 
who doubtless soon will be well known to all your readers, as 
one of the most beautiful Clairvoyants and spiritual mediums.

You may have read o f  her in* the ‘ Zoist,’ No, 20, vol 5, Ju ly  
18-48. page 328, she was at that time a child, her name was F. 
Gorm an. There were three others beside m yself present at the 
seance. A t the table, we received by means o f the raps and oscil­
lations, many communications from m y beloved children, who 
have departed this life, all o f  which were truly marvellous, from 
the fact that Airs. St. A ubin , and all present were strangers to 
me. We then had a dark seance, and every thing I  wished for 
was granted to me. M y daughter’s spirit-hand was shown to 
us upon the table, and she wrote upon paper placed thereon, 
although the ¡pencil was upon the ground, in another part o f  the 
room. The words that were written thereon were— “  Dear 
mother, put your trust in Christ with all thine heart, H e will 
always be near you .”

The lights were truly magnificent, and a beautiful breeze was 
continually felt at the same time by all present. I then asked 
the spirit o f  my daughter to touch me, and she caught hold o f 
mo and embraced me most affectionately, and atjmy request her 
voice was beard as though proceeding from the wall, and further 
1 asked the spirit to close the door which was wide open and 
no one near it. A t  this time a light was in the room , and the 
door closed without any one touching it. I  then placed my 
bracelet upon the table, which was carried away and made to 
rattle and brought back to the table again. I  then placed 
a very heavy, long, neck-chain upon the table, and asked the 
spirit to rem ove it and put it round my neck, which was 
done, after having first byen carried up into the air and let 
down several times. There could be no deception, as no one 
was near enough to  me, and especially as a light was occa­
sionally thrown upon the chain ; and again I  requested my 
spirit daughter to play upon the piano, which was also done, and 
many other m arvellous things which I  am not permitted to 
relate.

I trust none o f  your readers will allow  authority, conceit, 
habit, or the fear o f  ridicule, to make them indifferent, much 
less hostile to truth, but may they be single-hearted lovers of 
truth and wisdom, and never fancy themselves too wise and full 
o f  sense to yield  to truth at all times and from any source. I  
hope that they may all have the opportunity o f  witnessing sini- 
lar tacts to those 1 liave described.

Sep. 10th., 1806. Isabella P oget.
Totteridge, M iddlesex.

P O R T R A IT  A T  B R A H A N  C A S T L E  N. B.

There is, or  was, a picture there some years since, o f  a Lady 
Frances H erbert, who died in the year 1732.

Some years since, the owner of the castle, received a note from

a collateral relative, Lord Kenm ure, where he expressed a 
desire to see her, and to introduce him self as her relative.

l i e  came, and stated he had ¡visited Brahau Caslle, observing 
the portrait o f his great grandmother, Frances H erbert, and 
recognized her.

U pon further inquiry, he stated, that when in Flanders, m any 
years before he and his u ndo L ord N . an ecclesiastic, were 
praying, when a very venerable lady entered the room , and 
having knelt down, she gazed upon them till their prayers were 
ended, then she disappeared. Lord K , asked if  his uncle knew 
they were not alone.

“  Certainly,”  said he, “  the spirit o f  my grandm other was w ith 
us.”

That he was not annoyed or perplexed in the least. Lord K . 
said he never forgot the vision, as the air and dress o f  the figure 
were peculiar and striking. l i e  had recognized the figure again 
after sixty years interval.

4th. August, 1866, C.C.

MESSAGE DEPARTM ENT.

Under this head we shall print all spirit messages that we may 
consider worthy. Correspondents will please write legibly on one 
side only o f  the paper and abbreviate as much as possible. The 
Editor does not hold himself responsible f o r  the opinions o f  
spirits either embodied or dis-embodied.

SPIRITUAL TRUTH.

M y  D e a k  F k i e n d s ,— I  do not know whether this may not be 
the last time we may meet you here. Our dear medium has 
been much agitated ; she has had many cares, much anxiety, 
much private suffering. The trials she has had, acting upon 
her weakly frame, has been all against her ; but though she 
may be early rem oved from earth, we hope she may yet for 
some time continue with you. W e who are spirits, cannot tell 
the exact time when she may be taken from you. Y ou  will find 
it too soon whenever it may be. W e would not rem ind you o f 
this, were it not that one day you may find yourselves at a loss 
for that which now sustains you, for what will you  lest your 
soul upon, when G od shall call your spirit to its heavenly home. 
Our medium has been much misunderstood. The light was 
hid under a bushel. The time was far advanced before men and 
women would listen to her. W e, your spirit friends, would com ­
municate to you , all spiritual knowledge, but, the time is short, 
and there is much for you to do ; therefore, make the most o f  
that which is allotted to you . The many calls upon our medium 
do not allow her to give us as much time as we could wish, while 
there are earthly duties to attend to, which none (at least as 
she believes,) can accomplish but herself. There are many im­
portant com munications that we have been anxious to com m un­
icate to you wo have been compelled to forgo. You must look 
around you ; she must be taken from the scene of those cares 
and placed among friends, where we can com municate freely 
with her without being interrupted. Tim e is nothing to us to 
what it is to you. Im prove it therefore to the utm ort. , She is 
one o f God's instruments to call meu out o f  the darkness into 
his marvellous light. We have much to deliver ; the w orld is 
enveloped in darkness, error and mystery, it cannot long remain 
so. I t  would take weeks and months to communicate the 
knowledge with which we come loaded. I  beseech G od, how ­
ever, whether or n ot it shall be the last time I  shall call upon 
you, that you may give heed to those things o f  which I  have 
spoken. W hich o f you w ill say to-m orrow, “  I  will seek G od 
and return him thanks, for having sustained me until n ow .”  
Can you  be sure o f  to-m orrow  1 Oh 1 Infidel, who holds you  in 
the hollow o f  H is hand 1 W here is the man who can say, “ I  
shall live, and not die ; I  have taken council o f  G od.”  Gome 
down blessed Spirit, help and enlighten those who would cast 
tTieir burden upon Thee, d a n ’s unbelief, is the storm that is 
overwhelm ing us ; we can do no more than cast ou rse lves  upon 
H im  who is the life and the support o f man.

When thesun shines brightly, and its rays dissipate the gloom , 
we feel the warmth of its atm osphere,; but, again the shadows 
have increased, the sunbeams departed, the moou has risen, it 
w ill not return till the morrow. While the sun is shining yoa  
feel its warmth, you think not o f  i t ;  but, when it is gone you 
feel its loss. It is thus with spiritual truth. H ow  many alas ! 
have wronged, rejected, and calumniated the truth, which we 
have been able, blessed be God, to deliver through this medium. 
Those who have rejected our message, we ask G od to forgive 
them their errors, to purify their hearts, and clothe them with 
the right spirit. Y ou  are travelling on the coast o f life, you 
will be put down at a certain stage, can you  find your way to a 
blessed eternity. The words we utter, through our medium, ara
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’w e a k  a n d  i m p e r f e c t ;  w h e n  t h e y  s h a l l  s e e m  p e r f e c t ,  t h e n  w i l l  G o d ,  
t i e r  f a t h e r  a n d  h e r  f r i e n d ,  w a f t  h e r  t o  e t e r n a l  r e s t

Y o n  c a n n o t  k n o w  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d  f r o m  
t h i s  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld .  Y o n  c a n n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  th e m . 
W h e n  y o n  s h a l l  l e a v e  t h is  h o u s e  o f  c l a y ,  y o u  w h o  b e l i e v e  in  G o d ,  
a n d  h is  w o r k ,  y o u r  s o u l s  s h a l l  b e  w a f t e d  b y  p u r e  a n g e l s  f a r  a b o v e  
t h e  s k y ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  a  c r o w n  o f  i n n o c e n c e ,  o f  g l o r y ,  a n d  o f  i m ­
m o r t a l i t y , Y o u  w i l l  w o n d e r  a n d  e n q u i r e  w h y  t h e r e  is  a l l  t h i s  
t r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  o n e  t h i n g  t o  a n  > th er I T h e r e  is  s o  m u c h  t o  t e l l  
y o u ,  s o  m a n y  g r e a t  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  t r u t h s ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  a t  a  lo s s  
w h i c h  t o  u t t e r  f ir s t ,  w h ic h  t o  s e le c t  a s  o f  m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  y o u .  
T h a t  s o m e t h i n g  r e a l  is  b e y o n d  e a r t h ’s  c o n t r o l ,  a b o v e  m a n ’ s 
h e a r t  a n d  m in d ,  t h a t  is  p u r e  a n d  h o l y ,  m a y  c o m e  d o w r .  u p o n  
y o u  t o n i g h t  I  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  ; I  k u o w  
y o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  y o u r  d o u b t s .  D o u b t  o n ,  s o  l o n g  a s  y o u  
e n q u i r e ,  d o  n o t  f e a r  o r  b e  a s h a m e d  t o  a s k  G o d  t o  g u i d e  y o u ,  t o  
g o v e r n  y o u r  d o u b t s ,  y o u r  u n b e l i e f ; p r a y  f o r  y o u r  m e d iu m ,  t h a t  
i fo r  y o u r  s a k e ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  h e r  r e a s o n ,  h e r  
i n t e l l e c t ,  h e r  l i f e  m a y  b e  s p a r e d ,  i f  i t  is  o n l y  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  
-M y  s o ti, n o  e v i l  i n f lu e n c e  s h a l l  c o m e  t o  h e r  m in d ,  h e r  h e a r t ,  h e r  
i n t e l l e c t .  -O h , m y  f r i e n d s ,  i f  y o u  c a n  b e l ie v e  in  G o d ,  a s k  h im  t o  
■ s h o w e r  d o w n  i l i s  b l e s s in g s  o n  y o u r s e l v e s  a n d  h e r .  C a s t  a ll  y o u r  
b u r d e n s  u p o n  l l i m  w h o  h a s  s a id , “  C o m e  u n t o  m e  a l l  y e  t h a t  a r e  
W e a r y ,  a m i  h e a v y  l a d e n  a n d  1 w i l l  g i v e  y o u  r e s t / — Cemmunicated 
* 9  T. S.

................................................... .

HOMELY HOMILIES.

By  J. H. Powell.

N O . 2. — C H A R I T Y .

Part 2.

— B e a u t i f u l  a r e  t h o  l e s s o n s  t a u g h t  b y  C h a r i t y .  S h e  is  t h e  g n e s t  
' o f  th e  t r u e - h e a r t e d  e v e r y w h e r e .  H e r  w h is p e r i n g s  a r e  a l l  s e r ­
m o n s ,  s a c r e d  t o  t h e  h u m a n  h e a r t ; l i k e  a  g o o d  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l ,  
s h e  w a i t s  u p o n  u s  e v e n  in  o u r  d a y s  o f  e v i l ,  r e a d y  t o  m in i s t e r  t o  
o u r  i n m o s t  n e e d s .  W h e r e v e r  s h e  m o v e s ,  t h e  a n g e l s  o f  h e a v e n  

■ a tte n d  h e r . H e r  w o r k s  a r e  a l l  r e g i s t e r e d  in  t h e  g r e a t  B o o k  o f  
L i f e ,  T h e  s e lf i s h  m a n  w h o  w a l l o w s  in  t h e  d e e p e s t  d e p t h s  o f  
s in ,  w h o  t r u l y  s o w s  t h e  w i n d  a n d  r e a p s  t h e  w h ir lw i n d  ;  h e  w h o m  
-respectable virtue s h u n s  a s  a  p e s t i l e n c e ,  C h a r i t y  a t t e n d s ,  a n d  e h  ! 
w h a t  d i v i n e  l o v e  i s  m a n i fe s t e d  in  h e r  s w e e t  t e m p e r .  T h e r e  s h e  
w a i t s  w h e r e  s in  f e t t e r s  i t s  v i c t i m ,  s e e k in g  t o  r e d e e m  h i m .  I t  

• m a y b e ,  t h a t  h e  w i l l  c u r s e  a n d  m o c k  h e r ,  h u t  i f  s o ,  C h a r i t y  w i l l  
b l e s s  t h e  m o r e  a n d  n e v e r  g r o w  w r o t h .

D o  y o u  s a y  t h e  p e a c e - l e s s o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  i m p r a c t i c a b l e ,  
a n d  p o i n t  t o  t h e  m u l t i p l i e d  f e u d s  o t 'a  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  in  p r o o f  o f  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  1 1 a n s w e r ,  b y ‘ t h i s
W e r }"  a s s e r t io n  y o u  m a k e  m o r e  d i s t a n t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i l l e n i u m . 
I f  y o u  t a k e  n o t  t h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  t r u t h ,  y o u  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  

'r e a d  l e a d i n g  t o  e r r o r  ; w h ic h  w i l l  y o u  c h o o s e  ? w i l l  y o u  b e  a s s o ­
c i a t e d  w i t h  a n g e ls  o r  d e m o n s ,  b o t h  e m b o d i e d  a n d  d is  e m b o d i e d  ? 
I f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  p r a c t i c e  C h a r i l y ,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a l l o w  t h e  w a v e s  o f  

• c ir c u n r s ta u c e  t o  d r i f t  y o u  a n y w h e r e  b u t  where t h e  a u g e l s  d e l i g h t  
t o  d w e l l .

I  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  a  t r u e  l i f e  is  r e a l l y  le a s  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  a  
l i f e  o f  s in .  B u t  i t  is  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  h e a r t  l o s i n g  h o l d  o f  its  
■ te a c h in g s , t h r o u g h  t h o  w a n t  m o s t l y  o f  e x a m p l e s ,  t h a t  i t  l e a r n s  
s o  a p t l y  t o  o p p o s e  i t s  s im p l e  a n d  e l e v a t i n g  m is s io n .  T n o s e  o f  

. y o u  w h o  m a y  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  t h e  h a b i t  o f  t e l l i n g  w h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  
■ white liet, e i t h e r  b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r  o r  in  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e ,  t h a t  

. y o u  m a y  g a i u  a  f e w  e x t r a  p a l t r y  f a r t h i n g s  in  y o u r  b a r g a i n i n g s ,  
■ can  y o u  n o t  d e c i d e  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a t  o n c e  a n d  t o re v e r -1  
A s  i t  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  t h e  p la iu  t r u t h  ? s u r e l y  n o t ! T h e  t n i & ,  
" l ik e  a  c o r k  w i l l  r is e  t o  t h e  s u r l i c e ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  y o u  p r e s s 'u t  
'd o w n  i n  y o u r  s o u l  t h e  m o m e n t  y o u  t a k e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o ff._  N o ,  
•the d i f f i c u l t y  is  n o t  in  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  in  r e a l i t y  in  - t i l l i n g  
‘ l i e s .  T r u t h  is  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  t h i n g ,  i t  t r i p s  t o  t h e  t o n g u e r e a d i l y  
■ b e ca u se  i t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  c o n c e a l .  W h i l s t  f a l s e h o o d  " h e s it a te s , 
; a n d  c a l l s  t o  i t s  a i d  c u n n i n g  l e s t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  b e t r a y e d .  T h o s e  
. w h o  a r e  in  t h o  h a b i t  o f  l y i n g ,  t o o  w e l l  k n o w  I w f f  n  l i e  n e e d s  
^ b a c k in g  u p — *‘  t h u s  b a i l  b e g in s  a n d  w o r s e  r e m a in s  b e h i u d .”  
■ A v o id  l y i n g ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  a. s t e p  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
T h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  m a y  b e  g u i l t y  o f  p e c c a d i l l o e s  o  fe rn y  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

'n o  m a t t e r  h o w  m u c h  a  y e a r  y o u  m a y  m a k e  in  h a r d  c a s h  b y  
't h e m ,  b e  d e c i d e d  t o  r i d  y o u r s e l v e s  o f  a l l  s u c h  t a x e s  u p o n  y o u r  
- c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  ire a  s t e p  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
T h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  a r e  a m b i t i o u s  f o r  worldly .p o w e r ,  a n d  w h o  
h e s i t a t e  a t  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n  i t ,  le a r n  h u m i l i t y ,  a n d  d i r e c t  y o u r  u m -  

■InlioH  iu  t h e  w a y 'o f  a l l  t r u t h ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  a  s t e p  o n  t h e  w a y  
10 ) C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h o s e  o f . y o u  w h o  - c l in g  t e n a c i o u s ly  t o  d o g m a s ,
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f o r g e t t i n g  o r  i g n o r i n g  t h e  s im p l e  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h ,  w h o  r a is e  y o u r  h e a d s  i m p e r i o u s l y  a b o v e  a l l  w h o  
a r e  n o t  o f  y o u r  o w n  s p e c i a l  p e r s u a s i o n ,  b e  r e s o l v e d  t o  f o r s a k e ,  
o r  m a k e  s u b s e r v i e n t  a t  le a s t ,  t h e  o u t e r  f o r  t h e  in n e r ,  f u l l y  r e a l i ­
z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “ a l l  m e n  a r e  b r e t h r e n ” — in  a  w o r d ,  p r a c t i c e  
C h a r i t y ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b o  a  s t e p  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

W h o  a r e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  1 u o t ^ t h o s e  s u r e l y ,  w h o  e x a l t  t h e m ­
s e lv e s ,  a n d  w h o  d e s p is e  a n d  p e r s e c u t e  t h e  p o o r — w h o  d e f a m e  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r s  o f  a l l  w h o  d o  n o t  s e e  w i t h  t h e i r  e y e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  d i c t im  o f  t h e i r  d o x y — n o t  s u r e l y  t h o s e  w h o  a t t a c h  a l l  i m ­
p o r t a n c e  t o  sect, w h ic h  is  b u t  v a r n i s h ,  a n d  n o n e  t o  h u m a n i ­
t a r ia n ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  d i v i u e  l i v i n g ,  w h ic h  is  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  
h e a l t h y  o u t s id e  t h a n  in s id e  s e c t a r ia n is m .

I  a s k — w h o  a r e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i f  t h e  h u m b l e  a s p i r a n t s  a f t e r  
t r u t l i  ; t h e  r e a c h e r s  a f t e r  h o l i n e s s  ; t h e  b e i n g s  w h o s e  s o u ls  s t r e t c h  
o u t  h a n d s  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  t o  a l l  m e n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  in f lu e n c e  
o f  C h a r i t y ,  w h ic h  a l o n e .c a n  le v e l  t h o  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  p o s i t i o n  a n d  
m a k e  h u m a n  n a t u r e  f e e l  i t s e l f  a k i n  t o  d i v i n i t y ,  a r e  n o t  1 C h a r i t y  
is  l ik e  a  d o v e ,  s e n t  t o  t h e  a r k  © f  h u m a n i t y ,  b e a r i n g  m e s s a g e s  
f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t - w o r l d  f u l l  o f  j o y .  I t  is  e v e r  a  g e n t l e  r e b u k e r  t o  
s e l f i s h n e s s ,  a n d  w h i l s t  i t  m in is t e r s  t o  T i m e  i t  w o r k s  f o r  L t e r n i t y .
I  p u r p o s e l y  a v o i d  d a b b l i n g  iu  d r y  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  b e c a u s e  I  s e e  
a l r e a d y  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  T h e o l o g i c a l  t h i n k e r s  o i  t h e  d a y ,  d o i n g  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  w o r k  w i t h  a  fa t a l  e a g e r n e s s .  I  n e v e r  y e t  k n e w  a 
h u m a n  s o u l  m u c h  i f  a n y  t h e  b e t t e r ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  m o s t  l i b e r a l l y  
i n d o c t r i n a t e d  w it h  t h e  l i k e .  O f  c o u r s e  I  h a v e  h e a r d  m e n  p r e a c h  
v e r y  l e a r n e d l y ,  a n d  h a v e  r e v e r e n t l y  f e l t  a s h a m e d  o f  m y  o w n  
i g n o r a n c e — a n d  o f t t i m e s  n o t  a  l i t t l e  a s h a m e d  o f  t h e m , f o r w a s t i n g  
t h e i r  b r i g h t  i n t e l l e c t s  in  a  w o r s e  t h a n  u s e le s s  m a z e  o f  m o o n - s h i n e .  
B u t  w h y  1 b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  s o a r e d  a b o v e  t h e  c o m m o n  s im p l i c i t y  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  m is t y  r e a lm s  ot'^ s p e c u l a t i o n .  
H e r e ,  I  h u m b l y  s u s p e c t  is  t h e i r  g r e a t  m is t a k e .  T h e  v i t a l  in  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  is not, a n d  cannot b e  s e e n ,  o r  e v e n  f e l t ,  i f  i t  b e  
w r a p p e d  -up iu  e l a b o r a t e  b a n d a g e s  o f  m e t a p h y s i c s .  T h e  s o o u e r  
t h e  w o r l d  s e e s  t h is  t h e  ¡ b e t t e r ,  T h e r e  n e e d  o n l y  e a r n e s t n e s s ,  
s in c e r i t y ,  a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e c e iv e  l i g h t  o n  t i ie  p a r t  o f  a n y  a f  
u s , t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  s a c r e d  t e m p l e  o f  D i v in e  
T r u t h .  I f  w e  o n l y  d e s i r e ,  a n d  w i l l  a d o p t  t h e  p u r e ,  u n s e c t a r ia p  
t e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s ,  i f  w e  w i l l ,  in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s e e k ,  w e  s h a l l  A n d  
t h a t  p e a c e  w h ic h  is  t h e  g i f t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  C o d .

N o t  o n l y  is  C h a r i t y  s e n t  a s  a n  a n g e l  o f  m e r c y  t o  u s  w h i l s t  w e  
a r e  o n  t h is  e a r t h ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  f o l l o w  u s  i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e s  o f  s p i r i t -  
l i fe . N o t  only h a s  C o d  s e n t  r e l i g i o n  a m o n g  m e n ,  b u t  l i e  h a s  
b o u n t e o u s l y  c o m m is s io n e d  H i s  h o l y  a n g e l s  t o  c o m m u n e  w i t h  u s , 
a n d  i n s p ir e  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h o  la w  o f  B e l i g io u ,  I u  t in s ,  w e  
h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d i v i u o  m is s io n  o f  C h a r i t y .

O u r  H e a v e n l y  P a r e n t  d o e s  n o t  a s k  o f  u s  i l i s  e r r i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  
t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  b e h e s t s  o f  C h a r i t y ,  f a i l i n g  t o  d o  s o  H i m s e l f .  T h e  
g l o r i o u s  m e s s a g e s  I r o m  a n g e l - l a n d ,  t h a t  c o m e  t o  u s  iu  o u r  
w a ll  ¡ in » , a s  w e l l  a s  s l e e p i n g  m o m e n t s ,  a l l  t e a c h  t h a t  H e ,  o u r  
G o o d  le a t h e r  is  L o v e ,  a n d  t h a t  h is  b e a t i t u d e s  t u e  l i k e  H i m s e l f ,  
e t e r n a l .  W e  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  k e y  t o  t h e  m y s t e r ie s  o f  s c r i p t u r e ,  
a n d  a r e  t h u s  s t i m u l a t e d  iu  t h e  a s s u r a n c e ,  t h a t  o v e n  beyoud t h e  
g r a v e ,  w i l l  C o d  a n d  H i s  s o u  J e s u s  a n d  a l l  g o o d  m in i s t e r i n g  
s p i r i t s ,  a c t  u n d e r  t h e  h o l y  in f lu e n c e  o f  C h a r i t y - ;  s o  -th a t  t h e  
d e e p e s t  s t a i n e d  c r im i n a l ,  in  C o d ’ s  g o o d  t im e ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  p a id  
t h e  j u s t  p e n a l t y  o f  h is  m is - d e e d s ,  s h a l l  t a s t e  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  o f

INLtl 1S0
N o  s u b j e c t  s e e m s  t o  m o  m o r e  w o r t h y  r e g a r d  t h a n  t h is . B y  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  it ,  w e  l e a r n  t h e  e t e r n a l  v a lu e  o f  C n r i s i i a n i t y .  A n d  
■if w e  a r e  w i s e  w e  hIu iII n e v e r  c o n s e n t  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e  vital, f o r  
t h e  l i f e le s s  a p o l o g y  f o r  i t ,  w h ic h  is  p r e s e n t e d  in  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  
p a g a n is m  a n d  e la b o r a t e  d o c t r i n a l i s m  o f  -th e  d a y  w h ic h  a r e  o n l y  
“  a s  s o u n d i n g  b r a s s  o r  a  t i n k l i n g  c y m b a l . ”

“  C h a r i t y  s u t f e r e t h  l o n g  a n d  is  k i n d  ; C h a r i t y  e n v i e t h  n o t  ; 
C h a r i t y  -v u u u t s th  n o t  i t s e l f ,  is  n o t  p u f fe d  u p ” ’ W h o s o e v e r  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h is ,  a n d  a c c e p t s  C h a r i t y  a s  a  d i v i u o l y  a p p o in t e d  
m is s m n a r y  o f  l i f e ,  w i l l  ( t h a t  i s ,  i f  h e  lie  n o t  p u f f e d  u p , )  m a k e  h is  
l i f e  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  s e ld s h u e s s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  d e a d l y  s in s .

T h e r e  i s  a n  o l d  a d a g e ,  “ B e  j u s t  b e f o r e  y o u  a r e  g e n e r o u s , ”  
w n ic h  c a r r ie s  w i t h - i t  a  u s e f u l  h i n t .  B u t  t id e  iu  n o  w a y  i n t e r ­
r u p t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  t r u e  C h a r i t y ,  A  m a n  luis^ n o  r i g h t ,  
t o  g i v e  a w a y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a n o t h e r .  B u t  l ie  is  e n j o i n e d  t o  b e  
c h a r i t a b le  w i t h  t h a t  w h ic h  is  h is  o w n .  S i f t s  o f  m o n e y  a r e  n o t  
a l w a y s  t h e  b e s t  w e  c a n  b e s t o w .  I f  w e  c a n  s p a r e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  
g o l d  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e s ,  b y  a l l  m e a n s  l e t  u s  d o  s o ,  n a y ,  I  d o  
n o t  s e e  h o w  w e  c a n  e s c a p e  t h e  g i f t  a n d  b e  t r u l y  d u t i f u l  t o  t h e  
p r o m p t i n g s  o f  C h a r i t y .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  e x e r ­
c is e  o f  C h a r i t y ,  b e s i d e  t h o s e  d e m a n d in g  g i f t s  o f  g o l d .  A n d  m o r e ­
o v e r  t h e s e  m o s t l y  c a l l  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  f a c u l t i e s  w h ic h  a r e  o u r  
own, a n d  c a n  o n l y  b e  r e n d e r e d  i n a c t i v e  b y  s e l f i s h n e s s  o r  a n t a g ­
o n i s t i c  f e e l i n g s  t o  t h o s e  d i c t a t e d  b y  t r u e  C h a r i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  

• th ose  a b o u t  u s  i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  n o t  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  b r e a d ,  b u t  f o r  a  
l i t t l e  h u m a n  s y m p a t h y  o r  a d v i c e  ; t h o s e  w h o s e  w id e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
o f  o p i n i o n  I r o m  o u r  o w n ,  a s k  f o r  g e n t l e n e s s  ra l l ie s -  t h a n  a n g e r  a t  
o u r  h a n d s  ; t h o s e  w h o  a r e  g r o p i n g  a l o n g  d a r k  w a y s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s  
■— i n v o l v e d ,  i t  m a y  b e ,  in  s t r o n g - f o r t r e s s e s  o f  d o u b t ,  a n d  e v e n  
A t h e i s m  ; t h o s e  w h o  m is t a k e  a l l  o u r  m o s t  s in c e r e  g o o d  w is h e s  
f o r  t h e m ;  t h o s e  w h o  m is - s t a t e  o u r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  -w i l l in g l y  o r  
o t h e r w is e  ; t h o s e  w h o  m o r t a l l y  h a t e  u s  f o r  r e a s o n s  . t h e y  m ig h t  
f i u d - i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n .  A H - t h e e « - c a l l  . l o u d l y  * fo r  t h e -work-.iif
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Charity, and whilst we bestow gifts on those that need them, 
more valuable than mere gifts of money, the latter 
of which, are often given to swell out the giver’s self import­
ance, and may be very far from proceeding from Charity, 
we enlarge our own souls, for it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.

May we one and all take courage in well doing, not for the 
sake of vain glory, but for the sake of truth. May we be 
strengthened by the ever fresh realities of Divine Love. So 
that we may hold on to righteousness and win our way through 
this life, however much it may be beset by tribulation, into the 
higher mansions ot the life to come. If we have faith and will 
practice true Charity which “ suffereth long and is kind,” which 
“ envieth not,” which " vaunteth not itself and is not pulfed up.” 
We shall, I feel persuaded, take a proper step on the path of 
Christianity, which leadeth our feet to pleasant pastures where 
“ angels walk with men,” on, on, to the realms of Immortality. 
Our duty at present, brings us face to face with stubborn natures 
and strong temptations. It is the mission of the christiansoldier 
to meet these valiantly. Where there is hard fighting the true 
soldier will not run. The appollyons of earth meet us on all 
hands ; but we must fight them with different weapons to those 
in vogue. For Hate, we must use Love—lor blows, Kindness. 
These things you say are hard to do—try them. Every effort 
will encourage you. That which is from Heaven must suc­
ceed.

Be not ashamed to acknowledge your faith before all men. 
“ Spirits of the just made perfect” look down from their heavenly 
homes upon you. Be assured that all things necessary shall be 
given to the faithful. If you fail in Charity, remember though 
you ‘‘ speak with the tongues of men and of angels ” you 
“ become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”

Think of the vanity of mere earthly baubles, the shortness of 
earthly existence. Learn that the spirit world is around you, 
that its inhabitants, urged on by Divine Charity, bring you glad 
tidings from the Lord. Know that your life will extend beyond 
the grave—that your actions here, will regulate your position 
there, then reject the voice of the Spirit, aud own no allegiance to 
Charity or Christianity if you will. That the Good Spirit may 
guard you from so fatal a decision is my most earnest prayer.

THE UNIVERSE AND ITS GOD. '

The meeting of the British Association may be regarded as the scien­
tific harvest home of the year,—the occasion when we look round and 
estimate*the additions made within the twelve months to our knowledge 
of the physical universe, and put them bv, in the shape o f ascertained 
fact, in the treasuries of the world. Mr. Grove’s opening adnress has for 
its main purpose to enable us to form an idea of the position which 
science now occupies, the ground it has traversed, the fields of investi- 

, gation on which it still casts the wistful eye of inquiry and speculation. 
It is a thoroughly modern, a thoroughly robust and manly sentiment, to 
which Mr. Grove gives expression, when he remarks that the exercise of 
the understanding is a higher delight to the educated mind than the 
mere gratification of the love of the marvellous ; but his discourse is 
from first to last a striking illustration of his succeeding words—namely 
that the man who investigates nature will never lack satisfaction for his 
love of the wonderful. The wonders which God's hand has made must 
infinitely transcend the wonders which man’s imagination can devise; 
but it is curious to observe what may be called the closeness of simili­
tude occasionally occurring between the dreams of imagination and the' 
realities of the universe. Who has ever heard, save in the literature 
of fable and of fairy-lard, o f lakes of silver or seas of mercury ? Yet it 
appeals, if we may trust the latest indications traced by scientific men 
upon the subject, that large poitions of the surlace of the moon are 
covered with molten silver or mercury, or other glittering metal in a 
condition of fluidity. Who has not thought that Swift reached the 
utmost limit ol imaginative license when he wrote of miniature men sur­
rounded by the scenery of a minature nature ? But science now tells us 
of miniature plants, Lilliputian worlds, revolving in their orbits like the 
greater globes. Not only are there asteroids of “ only three or four 
miles in diameter ’ ’— what a charming realm for one of the dispos­
sessed Serene Transparencies of Germany !— but others descend to the 
sise of “  n cannon-ball or even a pistol-bullet.”  And if, in these infant 
worlds, there existed fully-developed vegetable and animal kingdoms, 
we can only say that the marvel would not be too great for the power of 
Him with whom all magnitude, colossal or microscopic, can be nothing 
more than the form ir. which He chooses to make His power and presence 
perceptible to the finite mind.

It is a suggestive, it is utmost an awful thought, that “  the further we 
penetrate into space the more unlike to those we are acquainted with 
become the objects of our examination,— sun, planets, meteorites, earth 
similarly, though not identically, constituted, stars differing from each 
other and from our system, and nebula: more remote in space and differing 
more in their character and constitution.” We spoke of “  ascertained 
facts but the more widely our examination is extended, the more 
forcibly are we impressed with the conviction that it is only provisionally 
and with faltering tongue that we can call anything a fact in God's 
world. Even of gravitation we can say no more than that it affords the 
clue to a certain number of phenomena in our own and neighbouring 
systems. In the remote stellar spaces, “  the nebula; present more diffi­
culty, and some doubt has been expressed whether gravitation, such as 
we consider it acts with thoso bodies—at least, those exhibiting a spiral 
form— as it does with us.”  After all, the weightiest word that science

can speak to us is to remind us how little we know or even seo of the 
works of God. It is now beyond question that light is a force. Like all 
other forces it tends to exhaustion, or, to speak correctly, to be converted 
into another form of force, while in action. The light from a sun, from a 
star, becomes gradually paler and more faint as it traverses immensity : 
and there may be—who can doubt that there are?— worlds so distant 
that their light dies utterly before it reaches our locality in space, and 
that they are thus necessarily and eternally hid from us? It is ou> duty 
to rise, so far as the mind is capable of rising, to the sublimity of the 
conception thus opened up to us of the Divine power W hy should that 
part of the universe which has come within the possible compass of 
human vision be so great ns that which lies beyond it? Why should 
not that which cannot possibly bo seen by us transcend in extent that 
which we see, as much as the vision of God transcends the vision o f man ? 
Why should not this mighty and wonderful universe, stretching out in 
spaces to us inconceivably great, thronged with myriads of worlds, be 
but the last thin foam wreath on the verge of the ocean of being, the 
utmost skirt of that material garment in which the Almighty clothes 
himself? flow true as well as beautiful are the words of Mrs. Brown­
ing—

“  God Himself is the great poet 
And the real is His song 1”

But, if this is true, are we not bound to acknowledge a want in the 
address of Mr. Grove? To speak frankly, we think that the President 
of the British Association, in leading us through these outer chambers of 
God’s house, might have said more about its Owner and Maker. W e do 
not refer to Mr. Grove’s adoption of the Darwinian hypothesis of devel­
opment; though we are distinctly of the opinion that he fails to adduce 
anything like adequate proof that there have not been, at intervals in the 
history of the world, accesses of miraculous eneigy, exercises of creative 
power", by which the progress of life has been carrieil from stage to stage. 
Neither Mr. Darwin, nor Professor Huxley, nor Mr. Grove, has yet shown 
that man or nature can produce a species without aid from the Divine 
Power. But we are ready ro admit that the theory of development is not 
incompatible with reverence, and that if the Almighty had chosen that 
the entire universe should be developed from a single grain of dust the 
infinitude of His wisdom and power would have been none the less dis­
played. What we object to in Mr Grove’s discourse is the absence of a 
pervading recognition of the Creator, the want of that reverence which 
the subject ought to inspire in all rightly-constituted minds, the constant 
reference to nature and to nature’s laws as if these were agencies in them­
selves and not mere forms of the Divine energy. But it is not only for a due 
recognition of God that we look in vain in this address,— we miss in it an 
adequate recognition ot man in man's noblest attribute—mind. Let it 
not be said, that, as Mr. Grove's subject was the material universe, it 
would have been irrelevant in him to refer to the world of mind. W o 
maintain that it is only when viewed in connection with mind that the 
material universe is an ennobling or elevating study. It is by constantly 
recollecting that the mental power by which the secrets of the universe 
are explored is a more subtle, mysterious, and original force than any of 
those it discovers, that we retain the sense of human sovereignty over 
matter, and feel that the reason which investigates nature, and the con­
science which from nature points to nature’s God, confer upon man a 
greater majesty than his most splended conquests in the material uni­
verse.

Dreary, indeed, would be the consummation to which physical science 
conducts" the race if it reveals to man this universe, not as the glorious 
writing in which, on the skies of night, in the orient colours of dawn, in 
the lilies of the field the Almighty u-rites His name,— not as a sublime 
temple in which, with ten thousand symbols to excite its veneration and 
awaken it to its praise, the spirit of man may worship its God,— but as a 
tomb, the more ghastly for its glittering, in which, utter contemplating 
the material splendour for a few fleeting years, it is eternally buried. 
Better, infinitely better, than this > as  the simple, joyful reverence with 
which the monarch minstrel of Zion looked up to the heavens, the work 
of God's finger, the moon and the stars which He had ordained. Miser­
able indeed would be the exchange if,for a few mechanical comforts 
added to our lot during the poor seventy years of our sojourn here,—lor a 
somewhat superior cooking of the mess of pottage which is all the earth 
can give us at best,— we »ere to barter our sense <>f a Divine Fatherhood 
and our heritage of an immortal life. To us it appears an inconceivable 
and appalling theory that this universe should be a thing of matter only ; 
that mind should be the last and highest product of its blind development; 
that this mind should open for a moment upon the universe which pro-- 
duced it, and should then be re-engulfed by the dead, blind, ruthless 
force which had given it birth. We, o f course do not accuse Mr. Grove 
of maintaining this frightful theory ; but this is the inevitable result o f 
physical science when it does not recognise the creative power of God 
and the supreme aud inalienable majesty of mind. It was the opinion of 
Sir William Hamilton, and it is ours, that physical philosophy without 
moral and mental philosophy is an education in atheism.

“ Christian World.”

ON A TOMBSTONE AT CHELTENHAM.

Death is but an embarkation 
From this rough earthly strand, 

May it be* au emigration
To the bright and better laud.

Here we bid adieu to friends,
In time so swift and fleeting, 

There we’ll meet again our friends, 
In hallowed friendship greeting.
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