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Bpiritualism unfolds to our internal senzes substantial realities, presenting
%8 not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternalexiste ce,
®auzing us to fasl that the passing shadows we speak of belong notto the spiritual,
%4 the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah-
salute and euduring. because we associate our thoughts with the axternal and
ABparentlylasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute anden-
‘llmz fasts are beyond the tomb,

e

THE SOTHERN LIBEL.

Tne public has learnt that the mistake of copying a libel-
lous paragraph from an American newspaper, reflecting
upon the private character of Mr. Sothern, the actor, for-
merly of Barnum’s Museum and the New York Miracle
Circle, has been apologised for, regretted, lamented, and
finally punished with exemplary, though not quite satis-
factory, severity. Mr. Cooper, utterly unconscious that any
offence had been committed, was dragged in custody from
Dublin to London, and kept three nights in durance vile.”
Mr. Coleman has paid a fine of fifty pounds to Her Ma-
Jesty, for which sum our gracious Sovereign is indebted to
Mr. Sothern and the New York Sunday Times; and finally,
Mr. Sothern, like a late eminent statesman, went out of
court ‘“ without a stain on his character,” so far as this
country is concerned, and he has only to prosecute and
punish the New York journal, to stand clear of the slightest
stain in both hemispheres.

How a respectable, conservative, long-established New
York journal could have permitted itself to publish so
gross an attack upon the private character of a gentleman
of Mr. Sothern’s public position and private virtues, passes
our comprehension; and if the mere blunder and inad-
vertance of copying the paragraph here merits a fine of
fifty pounds, what must be the punishment awarded in New
York to the original slanderer ?

It was in no case at all necessary to bring into question
Mr. Sothern’s private character and domestic life. IHis
connection with the real or supposed manifestations of
Spiritualism was all with which we had any business. But
unjustifiable and inexcusable as it was to copy, and much
more to originate the portion of the New York paragraph
complained of, its purport has been needlessly exaggorated.
It did not charge Afr. Sothern with the commission of & rape.
-The libel, bad enough at the best, was that he kad made a
sensation by admitting, as foolish and unscrupulous men
sometimes do, that he had committed some impropriety.
It does not follow in such cases that the admission is true
~probably it is not. When a man boasts of an offence
-against morality, it is charitable, and generally safe, to
presume that he is guilty only of a mwean and absurd
vanity. If Mr. Sothern had even madesuch an admission,
it would be casy to prove that he had done so. The defend-
ant would not be required to show that the admission was
truthful, and the justification would be complete. But as
Mr. Sothern has sworn that he never mado such a boast
or sensational admission, and there is no proof before us
that he ever did, we are bound in charity and in justica to

hold him completely exonerated from a charge, most base

and malicious in its origin, and, as we fully admit, repre-
hensible in its reproduction.

Such personalities have no place in the discussion of
facts. Character affects only the credibility of a witness,
not the nature of a fact. Mr. Sothern, and his supporters
in his war on Spiritualism, which he has rather absurdly
added to his roles of ¢*“ Lord Dundreary” and ‘¢ Brother
Sam,” have charged some hundreds of persons with being
impostors, knaves, and swindlers, and many thousands, in-
cluding some of the most eminent and distinguished per-
sonages in Europe and America, with being fools or mad-
men, and two-thirds of the newspapers in England echo
this charge—this wholesale libel upon the character and
capacity of thousands of persons, as honest and as inte]li-
gont as my Lord Dundreary. This is tho real case before
the public, compared with which, what Mr. Douglas Stuart
did or said some years ago at New York is a matter of very
trifling consequence.

Is there a conspiracy extending over two hemispleres,
to deceive mankind, finding its dupes by millions in every
class of society ? And are the only wise people in the
world the Iditors of the Merning Star, the “f“laneux‘s,”
Mr. Sothern, and similar enlighteners of publie opinion ?

= }

PHENOMENALISM.

Tue facts of spirit-power which are becoming rapidly re-
cognised, even in sceptical England, bear with them
evidences which are means of salvation to some minds—
salvation from gross Materialism and hopeless Atheism ;
whilst to others they seem but the means of amusement.
The converts to the strango phenomena which are exhibited
in the modern séance are not all necessarily believers in
Spiritualism. The word Spiritualism, ‘to us, conveys a
religious idea, which lifts the soul, standing on the broad
basis of the phenomena, far into the ‘“world of the
unknown,” only unknown to those who have never ventured
to explore it. Spiritualism has both phenomenal and
philosophical phases. It is a temple built of eternal facts,
externally, phenomenal; internally, philosophical. It is
the grandest and most comprehensive system of ethics the
world has ever seen. No proscriptive rights of property or
creed can keop its wide doors closed against the Purs,
whether they be of patrician or plebeia_n origin. AsEmma
Hardinge expresses it—it comes ¢ to widen the church doors
to admit humauity.” ] ‘

Spiritualism is not & golitary plant growing up in some
desert, but a mighty forest stretching iteelf wherever
human beings congrogate.

Diversity of opinion, but one central truth, exists
among Spiritualists. All seo this truth according to the
sight they have; but all do not agree, neither is it
necessary for them to agres on the various questions
that branch out of it. This central truth is the reality
of Spirit seen in its manifestations, Of course the mani-
festations of Spirit will be accepted by different minda
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in different ways. But this does not complicate the one
plain fact of spirit action.

Phenomena are indispensible to Spiritualism; but
Phenomenslism is paganism, or the idolitry of form. If
the facts of the Spirit-Circle have no other effect than to
offer a man table tippings, rappings, and other exciting
evidences of spirit-power, they stop short in their mission.

The devotee of the séznecs may be none the better for his
acquaintance with its facts, but that is his fault. Te may
become a mere Phenomenalist, and as such should be
treated. A Bpiritualist proper, is a man whose life koeps
on the track of his beliet. He acts nobly as he conceives
nobly. A Phenomenalist proper, gets all the excitement
he can out of the novelties of the séance, and craves for
more, but only to gratify his increasing appetite for the
marvellous. Who does not see the great gulf between
Phenomenalism and Spiritualism. Itis a duty we owe to
ourselves to point out the distinction betweon the two. On
all hands we get evidences of the tendency of the observer
of many of the rough physical manifestations to sink into
a worshipper of them, to become, in fact, a Phenomenalist.
This accounts for most of the wicked things done in the
name of Spiritualism, by wrongly named Spiritualists;
and it teaches us more than anything, the necessity of
some name, like Phenomenalists being”given to distin-
guish such from Spiritualists. Not one word have we
to say against physical or mental, low or high phenomena
as such ; all have thoir uses in the great work of Spiritu-
alism, The danger of Phenomenalism lurks in the
beart of the student rather than in the conditions of the
phenomena. If seckers after mere facts have no higher
agpirations than to be tickled and amused, and are not
sookers after holiness, how can it be expected that spiritual
things will possess for them Divine truths ?

Seek and ye shall find, knock and the door of everlasting
Truth will be opened by angel hands. Refuse to seek, how
shall ye find ? %ecline to knock, how shall yo gain entrance
to the beautiful Temple of Spiritualism ? Xvery day brings
us nearer the necessity for somo distinguishing name by
which the mere novelty-hunter may be known, in order
that Spiritualists may bo saved the unjust suspicion of
being participators in the guilt which occasionally mars
those who belong to the class we term Phenomenalists
We aro not unmindful of the patent fact that all of us,
howevor much we may be advanced in tho philosophy of
1S\]piritualisrn, come far short of the glory of the Trux Lire.

evertheless, it is not justice to sweep the dirt from the
doorsteps of Phenomenalists on to the doorsteps of tho
Spiritualists. If spirit phenomena do no more for a man
than afford him novel means of excitement, they have
for him no saving grace, and aro as undecipherable as
dead hieroglyphs. As Spiritualists, it behoves us to
recognise the one grand lesson taught by Spiritualism, that
we must live as we would die, and dare death for the
Truth, or suffering will be inevitable. The mere recognition
of o set of formularies without the practical uses of the
Christian truths hidden beneath them is of no avail; it
is in fuct idolitry. If Spiritualism, like Phenomeénalism,
had no religious vitality, it would be of little conse-
quence under which banner of the two we chose to maych.
But wo thank God Spiritualism offers the Christian re-
ligion, pure and undefiled, as the perfect law of man’y
religious life; but it does not doctrinalise it, or tumn
it in any degree from its universal course. The more the
religion of Christ issimplified the more beautiful it becomes
and the more adapted to humanity.

Truth is a harmonious whole, not an antagonistic system
of disintegrated parts. All truth is sacred ; and is related
to the Infinite. That which is true on Sunday is none the
leas true on Monday; neithor timo, place, nor circumstance
can chango its inherent character. Truth, therefore, as it
belongs to all religious and secular things, has an unitive
character, and can never be destroyed however much it may
be despised, slandered, and persecuted. When a man is
roady to risk all he possesses, or expects to possess, sooner
than part with the Truth, he is in a condition of mind that
bribery cannot taint nor martyrdom degrade. 1ois, in fact,
the best exumplo of a Spirituslist who makes his life the
index of his faith, Tho seekers after holiness, not the

~seekers after novel excitement, are the Spiritualist men and

women ; tho Christians who count it gain to lose all the
world can offer to lure them from heavon.

Tho phenomena of the spirit-circle havo been of infinite
sorvice to millions, and are destined in God’s good provi-
dence to be of service to millions upon millions more ; they
lhave struck terror into the soul of the erime-stained, and
caused him to seel repentence by amending his life. They
have brought ‘“ Life and Tmmortality to light” for Mate-
rialists and Atheists, and when properly active, have
sweotened the bitter cup of many a lonesome mourner
who, having seen the dear one of her heart depart, had
thought, it may be, that she would never ses him more,
because to her he was no more. The phenomena of the
spirit-circlo have done this and more, yet the danger of
Phenomenalism exists, and we need to be guarded against
its worst consequences. If wo sit for amusement we shall
doubtless obtainit. If we sit for instruction and soul-pro-
fit, that will doubtless come to us likewise. We have to
choose for ourselves whether Spiritualism shall be to us &
vital redeoming power, or a body without a soul. If we will
not harken how shall we hear oven the thunders of the
Sinai of Spiritualism? Tt is our duty to seek if we would
find the Truth—to knoek if we would enter its divine Tem-
ple. Werejoice to know that Spiritualism cannot suffer in
the least by the follies of Phenomenalists or the assaults of
opponents. It is ever grand in its solemn progross townrds
Freedom ; it is the Hercules of humanity, full of divine
strength.

Wo rejoice to know that mere hervditary descent or
courtly preference availeth not in the kingdom of Truth—
that Spiritualism offers its posts of honour only to the de-
serving ; and that no man can deserve them who does not
strive for them. Thus the anomalies of the world which
give it may be a kingdom to a knave and crown the.hero
of a battle, who has been fighting for plunder as the
mightiest of victors, will have no law of primogeniture or
entail to sanction their right to occupy exalted positions in
tho spirit-world. Tt is this divinely just promise of Spirit-
ualism which terrifies one half the investigators who
romain in the ranks of Phenomenalism. They have so
long been taught to value estate, title, birth, &e., that they
cling to them tightly with one hand whilst they turn over
the leaves of the book of Spiritualism with the other.

“ Love to God and love to man, Al men are brethren. A
new commandment give I unto you that ye love one another.”
this is the teaching of Christ, the acme of religion, and
the key by which we unlock the Temple of Spiritualism.

‘We have distinguishied botween I1’henomenalism and
Spiritualism, but we havo recognized the value of its
phenomena as well as its philosophy ; true men accopt both
and come under the banner of Spiritualism. Those who
do not aro greatly unfit on account of their passion for
some pet earthly idol—somo ¢ blockish god of acreage” or
gold.  'We allude, of course, to those who, having entered
the list of investigators, remain fixed ,to the phenomena
with the force of gravity.

por

COMPLIMENTARY PRESENTATION AND SOIREE
TO MR. J. H. POWELL.

Tuzr committoe have much pleasure in announcing that the
Presentation nnd Soiréo, already sunounced in the ¢ Spirit-
ual Times,” will take placo at Westbourne Ilall, West-
bourne-grove, Bayswater, on Thursday evening, March
22nd ; doors open at half-past seven. Chair to be taken
at eight. Tickets, 8s., 2s., and 1s. ¥ull particulars in
private circulars to bo obtained of Mr. Thomas Brevior,
and at the Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-
stroet, W.

Contributions for the Purse already recoived are acknow-
ledged in the private circulars. Others may be sent to
Mr. Brevior, 8, Great Ormond-street, Queen’s-square, W.C.
Post-offico Orders paysble at Lamb’s-Oonduit-street post-
office.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinionsexpressed by
our Correspondents,

THE DOCTRINE OF RE-INCARNATION.
(Concluded from page 62.)

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
Sunday, September 27, 1863,

In the evening T read fro-n M. Kardee (Rivail’s). Book of Spirits, p.
76, 77, as follows, in English : —

Are all our hodily existences gone through upon this earth P—Nat
all, but in the different worlds. This below is neither the first
nor the last, and it is one of the most material, one of those most
removed from perfection.

R.—This, I think, is not right. Many go through the world but
once, und man can as well complete his task on the earth as anywhere.
Noris the earth less perfect than the other worlds. All aspire, as I
said before, to the same place, All have equal opportunities to arrive
there. The different character of man is the cause of many of the
changes the soul undergoes. It is often, in mercy, embodied where
Passions and inelinations comhine with circumstances, bring forth good
and thus hecome virtues ; whereas, in another body, and other circum-
Mances, these very qualities might be the cause of great evil, and thus
become erimes. Do you understand ?

Q.—Yes, | understand. [ continued :—Would
huppy to remain spirits ?

R— No.no! One would be stationary in that cise, and one desires to
advance towards God.

. Q.—Can spirits after having been incarnated in other worlds, be so
In this, without ever having appeared here ?

R.—Yes! as you may be in others. All worlds correspond (fous les
mondes sont solidaires) that which is not accomplished in one, is so in
another, In reference to the first part of this question, this, I think, is
not correct, as man advances in the spirit world.

I continued to read from Kardec. p. 79 :~—

Q.— Have the beings inhabiting other worlds bodics like ours?

R.—Unquestionably they have bodies, hecause it is necessary that
the spirit should be clothed with matter to act upon matter; but this
covering is more or less material, according to the degree of purity at
which the spirits have arrived, and that constitutes the difference in the
worlds through which we have to pass; for with one father are many
Mmansions, and besides many degrees. Some know this, and are conscious
of it upon earth, and others are quite different. I think too much is
said about this, Bodies are the sume envelopes to the soul till man
enters the spirit world, and, of course, they are chemically assimilated
to the utmosphere of the world they inbabit,

it not bhe more

Sunday, October 4, 1863.

Q.—In cases of Re-incarnation does the spirit immediately pass into a
new body, or does it spend any period in the spirit-world ? .

R.—It mostly passes into a new body, as the state of infancy is almost
a state of oblivien, except when a spirit or great mind returns to fulfil
some special mission.

Q.—DBut in cases where there is an interval, what becomes of the
spirit ?

R.—1It is then in the spirit-world, near the earth, but this is seldom,

Q.—Doues it then possess cognizance of its former state ?

R.—Not always. Many unimportant lives would be as one.

Q.—Can a spirit choose whether to be re-incarnated or not ?

R,—No.

Q.—What is the occupation of a spirit in the inter?al of Re-incar-
nation ?

R.—This is what happens very rarely, and they may be said to have
none,

Q.—In that condition can apirits visit other earths and planets ?

R.—No, 1t is almost a dormant state,

Q.—When does Re-incarnation cease, and a spirit leave the earth
for ever?

R.—~When the soul is fit to receive the purifving instructions of the
spirits of higher spheres. Do you not often meet on earth with persons
who are of such dull minds that they cannot enter irto anything worse
than the idea of eating, drinking, und sleeping. Such require a second
life on carth, to ripen the mind, not as a punishment.

There was a pause, us I did not know what to ask.

R.—Many when they leave the earth have the full mind, but have
not made good use of their talents. These suffer 1 the spirit-world;
indeed they bring their suffering and punishment with them.

Q.—Therefore, to them Re-incarnation is a blessing?

R.—Yes. :

Q.~—The spirit communieating with M. Kardee, Mr. Dixon, and
others. constantly request to be prayed for. Is there anyJetlicacy in
prayer for the dead ?

R.—The desire of the spirit to be prayed for is 4 sign that it is anxious
to make an effort to rise from its Jow state; but unless the desire be

sincere, no good would atise from it. The spirit may also feel a sense of

it unworthiness to address the Almighty, which perhaps induces it to
scek even a mortal as 8 mediator; but you must not think that any
mortai can assist anyone who has left the earth, Your, or man’s, work
is in your own world, not this, Enough is hefore you to do, to ensure
Your own salvation, if you do it, and everyoue may assist muny of their
tellow creatures. .

Such were the conversations held upon the subject of Re-incarnation
with my spirit friend S. J. (whose initials you know), in the year 1863,
Of course, to those at all acquainted with Druidical traditions and belief,
I need not say that this idea of Re-incarnation isa doctrine held by
those ancient priests. M. Rivail, who has assumed the name of Allan
Kardec, his name, he says, in his former earthly state as an inhabitant
of Brittany, the last stronghold of the Druids in Gaul, was not unlikely
to resume the doctrines of the race whence he supposes himself to have
sprung. I had the pleasure of an interview with him in November 1861,
at Paris, and found him a very unpretending, plecasant man, by no means,
I should think, disposed to favour the re-introduction of felons and
murderers, either of soul or body, among us. It is also worthy of notice
that such Re-incarnations are not assumed by this school, always to take
place upon this earth.

I now proceed to the practical consideration of the letter of T. E. P.
in your number of the 10th current. The spirit, formerly a clergyman,
who gave the previous replies, is now present, and I have read the letter
to him and requested his opinion upon the arguments it contains.

Friday, February 9, 1866,

R.—There are very harsh points in it. Because parents sin, is it to
be supposed that God refuses a soul to the innocent offspring ; or if
parents neglect baptism is it the fault of the child ? It isnow time
when these doctrinal ideas must give way to reason. Is there any point
you wish to remark upon?

Q.—I am more anxious for your opinion.

He wrote in a * me"” between *you wish” and “ to."

Q.—1 should be very glad to hear anything you have to say upon it,

R.—Name the points, as I did not esteem the letter worthy much
notice.

Q.—Derhaps I had better read the letter I have written with your
former replies, and then you might say somethiag upon the Doctrine of
Re-incarnation altogether.

R.—If more is to be said, I will.

Q.—Will you stop me when you wish to make a remark ?

R.—Yes,

I then read my letter to the words, “ All cannot agree,” where I have
placed two parallel lines,

Note by 8. J.—IHas not the sou! gone through the purifying of death ?

I continued to read to “the unseen world ™

Note by S. J.—Very good. No mortal must dare to judge beyond
the grave,

I read to the word ““transeript, when 8. .J. again stopped me.

Note by 8. J.—Your reasoning is sound and charitable.

Q.~T am sorry you somewhat stigmatize the jother letter, but I feel
bound to take down your words, and trust the writer will not be angry.

R.—1 think if you will read it again you will see the prejudice in it,

I will now read the former responses, I did so to the words ** the
earth.”’

R.—1I do not think more can be said,

This is all that has passed between myeelf and 8. J. upon the subject
of the two letters, If any specific questions on the subject are said to
me in wiiting, [ shall have great pleasure in placing them before the
spirits with whom | occasionally communicate, but as those spirits are
entities whom I can only influence to reply by politeness, of course I
cannot pledge myself to the nature of the answers I may obtain ; nor do
I'in all cases agree with the opinions expressed by spirits, where they
clash with evident general principles.~I am, dear sir, very traly yours,

Kenrera R. H. MackENnziz.

Chiswick. February 9, 1866.

SPIRIT-COMMUNICATIONS—No, 10.

. February 15, 1864.

Q.—Can yon teach me further upon the subject of the undeveloped
sphere, and, also, upon the different other spheres ?

S.——The sphere of undevelopment is, so to speak, a vast plain. Each
spirit first entering that sphere, and, as I told you, bringing Lis awn sur-
roundings, thereby carries out God’s way of compelling each undeveloped
one to choose his own path unbinsed. Each one then finds the utter
insufficiency of his hitherto all too absorbing interests to feed the apirit.
life, or to work out his own salvation. Those who yearn towards
higher things of their own will, cast off their sinful earthly belongings
and seek after the pure regions of the higher sphere; and having cast
aside all self-sufliciency, and liecome clothed in the garments of humility,
are trained even as little children, by the God-spirits, and gradually
drawn higher and higher. Gradually as their spirit-life develops in
purity, and the various carth-changings are cast aside, as useless Lusks,
do they become clothed in the spiritual baedy, and thereby attain to
the home prepared for those who love God; but think not that this
work is always rapid. Constantly docs it so happen that the earth-
spirit who has neglected his privileges of earth, has so much to learn, so
much to unlearn, that his spirit writhes in the just punishment wrought
upon Limself by his own acts, and neglect of God-laws ot enrth, Sin
brings its own punizhment; but, on the other hand, the undeseloped
spirit, whose will tuvns to evil, draws towards nli such, and goes onto his
own destruction, as 1 have told you my child. 'Y'he spheres belong to
the varied stages of development, from the dark to the lowest blackness
and uothingness, on the one hand, and from the dim twilight glimmer of
the undeveloped uspiring spirit-land, to the bright pure holiness and
light—the presence of the Divinity, the life, the CGiod of all. Ever
remember these words, “ Lo Whomsoever much is given, of him much is
required ;' and that earthly opportunities can never be neglected with
impunity. Leave off.

8.—~Many of your Spiritualists should rather be called * Spiritists,”
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as thev forget that the highest, holiest,and only true end of all these lower
manifestations, valuable only, as steps to lead to higher deVeInnmentB.
to purer regions. But the eurnest truthful Spiritualists will elimb to
the heights, and leave the vale of darkness and ignorance, searching after
light and life, my child. Thus may it be with you all., Oh, seek ever
to show the purer and holier influences of Spiritualism, Let your light
shine before men.

November 7, 186+,

Seek living truths, my child. Spiritualism is the work of God.
Fear not. (30 on in the spirit of prayer, then all must be well.  Faintly
must the echoes fall from our spirit-home through the din of the busy
world, and the deadening evil that reigny around. But we are legion,
and greater i3 Ile that is for us, than all that is against us, Oh, my
child, open your heart and soul, and whole spirit to uy.  Then can we
more and mure breathe into your inner life the breath of life—the spirit
breath of heaven—which must help to strengthen you. even bodily.
Mediumship, that is unmixed good, and which is rarely attainable cannot
be hurtful.  Those whom you call wonderful mediums, on account ot the
materialistic manifestations given through them, are not necessarily of a
high order of mediumship, my child, as all such material mamfesta-
tions and workings are almost always wrought by the lower sphere of
spirit-lite, the influence of which, upon the bodily frame, is ofctimes very
hurtful ; or if not directly hurtful, is the reverse of healing. I do not
mean by this expression to let you think that such mediumy have alwivs
been of low degree of piety. No, my child. Many of our woufle}'r‘ul
mediums have been of a high Christian character ; but the mre Spirit-
ualism advances, the less will the ontward woils be sought after, oud
the more will the spirit-life be cultivated, and opened to the view ol
spiritual, in contra~distinction from material, manitestations,

8t. Leonards-on-sea, ¥.J. T,

TIREE NIGHTS IN THE POLICE CLLL.

I am about to give, or rather attempt to give, a simple account
of my premature and unexpected return from Dublin, and my
incarceration in the police cell ; and had I the practised haud
of the writer of “A Night in a Wurkhouse,” my expericuce
might be as interesting to the public as that world-kuown
narrative. Lacking this ability, a narrative of the following
fucts will doubtless be read with interest by wy friends, inde-
pendent of any sympathy they may have for the principal actor
in the thres nights’ drama. The hero of the Casual Ward was
an amateur. My sufferings, though not like bis, self-imposed,
were equally unmerited :—

At the instance of Mr. Sothern I was arrested by a police
officer at the conclusion of a Davenport séance, at the Dublin
Rotunda—fortunately the last but one in Dublin. 1 proceeded
with the officer to the hotel to collect my luggage, where I took
some ten. I was next conveyed ina cab toa Police Station.
This was about eleven o'clock at night. Ieve [ was conducted
into a white-washed room, on the side of which were dvors with
little grated openings. This I afterwards discovered to bo cells,
in which offeuders are temporally contined. 'Chere was a fire
in the room, at each side of which wery forms, on which sat two
or three policemen. The tirst object that arrested my attention
on entering this place was a woman's face at the barred open-
ing of one of the cells. 'L'his face was of an ashy paleuesy, and
made grimaces, and uttered very hideous noises. In a little
time the utterunces became articulated, aud an appeal to be let
out for warmth was clearly heard, and persistively repeated.
At first the appeal was met by a threat to exclude the light if
she did not leave off ; but after the application becams Imore
moderate, she was promised a tive minutes’ warmth at the fire,
The bolts were drawn, the deor opened, and out came a fine
young woman, very dirtily dressed, who at ouce proceeded to
take off her shoes and stockings, and dry them by the fire,
After sitting & few minutes she was told she had been there
long enough, nnd was again locked in the cell, when after a
few remonstrances and complaints she ‘became quiet. In the
room were two benches, on one of which lay a poor miserable
object, in the form of a man, to whom I shall presontly vefer,
It was intimated that I could lie down on the other, Tdid so,
making use of my portmauteau for a pillow. 1 had not been
reclining long, when the Brothers Davenport called in to take
another farewell,  Allusion was made to their incarceration in
Oswego Gaol, and they gave an account of the cpening of the
prison doors by the spirits. This naturally excited the atten-
tiou of the big policemen (they were all over six feet, and
appesred to b selacted for their size, like the body guard of
Frederick the Great), and I need not say they looked very
incredulous. The Davenports also said that their prison was
much worss place, that they hud to suspend their bed by ropes
frow the ceiling to keep clear of vermin. The Brothers also
spoke of the Kinduness of friends, the number of visits they
received, the quantity of good things they had brought thew,
that altogether they Bomewhat regretted wheu the term of
imprisonment had expired. This visit euded, 1 luy down again,
and got into a doze, when a fresh arrival disturbed my partial
slumbers, [t was a woman, or what was ecalled a woman, in a
dreadful state of intoxication. She wantedl to go to the fire,
Her wish was opposed, and she made an effort to go there by

. YA

force, which was resisted by the great policemen, who without
any parleying, each taking hold of an arm, dragged her to the
cell, and closed the door against lher, as she vainly essayed to
force her way out as it was being closed, Then began a storm
of human rage such as I had never heard before, and could not
have conceived possible. The iron door was frantically struck
by the closed fists of the desperate wreteh in her vain etfort, A
continuous howl, a mixture of rage and despair, through which
an oceasional articulate word could be heard, was kept up.
Presently the wild howling relapsed into articulate cursing.
She swore by all the saints in heaven and devils in hell. TFor
five minutes, at least, her objurgations were made in the
name of the Holy Ghost. * Let me out to warm myself. Give
me a ha'porth of fire. My mother never brought we up to be a
—-——. If a woman comes here with fine clothes, you do not
treat her so. If it was not for sueh as me you would not have
such a good coat on your back.” Such were the kind of utter-
ances she gave forth, as soon as her rage allowed her to speak,
to all of which the policemen were perfectly indifferent. They
took but little notice of her, except to say now and then
as they paced the room, * You shall have a ha'porth of fire when
you are quiet.” They said but little, knowing from experience
that anything they could say wonld not avail in arresting the
torrent of mad passious, but would only stimulate it. At one -
time she was threatened with having the little barred window
closed up, so as to render the cell dark, This threat succeeded
for a time in quelling the froutic noise, but a fresh outbreak
caused the threat to be pat in force, and increased for a time
the wreteh’s crios and cnrses. I feel sure that had they
allowed the poor creature to sit a short time by the fire, when
she first came in, this dreadful scene would lLave been avoided.
In process of time the noise ceused and once more asking for a
“ha'porth of tive,” she was allowed to come out and warm her-
self.  And then was brought in a poor okl woman., What her
offence was did not transpive. Probably she was homeless.
Sie was conducted to a cell without uttering a word or murmer.
‘There were some more arrivals not ealling for special notice.
About four o'clock, ns I lay on my bench, I found the man
who oceupied the othier bench  Lad avisen and was seated by the
fire adjasting his rags, one of the women lovking through the
bars volunteering to render him assistance with a needle, I
looked up andsaw he was a elose-cropped, bullet headed vagrant,
who, from his appearance, had not been long out of prison, He
was ealled by‘tne policemon » Paddy,” and judging from the
conversation, appeared to be a “ character,” and * well known
to the police ;" one of those waifs and strays of society, whose
life is pussed between the gaol, the workhouse, and the public-
house. Ile was seated among his custodians telling them tales ;
and as soon as he had tinished one, was asked to “give us
another tale, Paddy.” I arose and was addressed by Paddy as
* Doctor,” and was asked my advice for his swelled throut.
At half-past five my policeman, in plain clothes, made his
appearance, and announced that it was time to start, I had
no other preparation to make than to put on my hat and take
up my portmantean, nnd was at his disposal: I thanked the
police for the nights lodging they had atforded me, bade them
“Gouod morning " and was taken in a cab to the railway
station, and thenee to the steamn boat at Kingston. The morn-
ing was cold, the wind was biting, and the sca rough. During
the passage my custodian came to me in my prostrate condition
aul charitably administered a little Lrandy. e was a good-
natured, simiple-minded man, and behaved very well to me ; and
I understand he reported that 1 had behaved very well to him.
Weo were conveyed per Holylhead to London, nearly 300 miles,
in six hours, and arrived at our destination (the Police-station,
in John-street, ldgeware-road), about seven. lere my name
and address and oifence were entered in a book, and [ was con-
ducted to a cell similar to those I had seen in Duablin. There
were three of these cells in a row, with a passage along the
front, the middle one of the three being allotted to e, 1t was
a place about eight feet long by six feet bread, built of brick,
with a saw-dust covered floor. It was fitted with a broad seat
running along the back and one side, ending in a water-closet.
‘This was the only furniture it contained. In the centre of the
door was a little opening covered by a perforated piece of metal
arranged to slide up and down, A gas-light from the passage
shione through the holes of this window, by the light ot which
I was enabled to read ; but todo so 1 had to sl:ift the paper, so
as to cause the light to run along the lines, 'This reading under
difficulties was at length removed by the Inspector ordering
the slide to be let down. About ten i lay down for the night
on my hard bed, but it was not long before I was disturbed by
the uuloeking of doors, and the flashing of a bull's-eys lantern,
and by the inquiry if all was right, to which 1 had to answer.
This process was gone through every hour of the night, and
wouh{ be anything but pleasant to a sound sleeper.” There
were two or three fresh arrivals during the night, which were
attended by some noise, but nothing like I had experienced in
Dublin, 1 was sssured that I had been greatly tavoured, as
it was the quietest Suturduy night they hnd bad for a long while.
[ dreaded, more than anything, having another prisoner put



Sadurday, March 10, 1868.)

THE SPIRITUAL

[

TIMES.

in my cell. Early in the morning I heard » man’s voice and a

¥'s in the cell on my right, and a considerable moaning on
my left. About eight o'clock I was informed that I could have
what I liked brought from a neighbouring coffee house, but
Dothing stronger than tea, and 1 ordered my breakfast accord-
Ingly, My neighbours were also asked wkether they wauted
any breakfast. IIad they any money? The man said he had
ourpence, and ordered provisions to the full amount. He was
advised not to spend all at once as it was a long time till to-
morrow morning. He decided, after some deliberation, on spend-
Ing only three pence. 'The boy said he had also tourpeuce, and
would like a cup of coffes and four slices of bread and butter.
The policeman was astonished at such a large supply being
wanted for so small a boy. The boy, however, said he would
8pend his fourpence all at once. “ Well, growing boys do want
as much to eat as men,” was the answer; but the growing boy
8ot nothing more till the next day. He asked for alittle baccer,
and was told that birch would be more suitable for him,

In the course of the day I managed to ascertain that my
neighbours on my right were a man and two boys. The man
was in for begging, and th2 boys for exhibiting white mice.
Their cunversation showed them to be professional beggars. In
the other cell were three women, whose offence was drunken-
ness. All the first part of this Sunday (it wys a glorious Sun-
day as I could see by a stream of sunlight that shot across the

assage, and ounce actually found its way into my cell), I heard
ut little of my female neighbours; they had not recovered
from their last night's debauch—an occasional yawn was all I
heard of them. They were asked if they wanted anything to
eat.  They said they had no money, and were consequently
Wwithout food till the next morning, when they were provided
with some. Oune of the police was a pious charaeter; he ad-
linistered a little advice to the prisoners, remiuding them
where the broad road led to, and expressed his sorvow that they
still persisted in walking in it. 1le was evidently » member of
some little Zion, and judging from his familiarity with Serip-
ture, and the readiness with which he met every argument
with a text, I have no doubt he oceasionally officiated as preacher
to the congregation of which he was a member, We got iuto
conversation ahout Spiritnalism, bus everything I advanced was
met with a text. Ilowever, I succeeded in interesting him,and he
was anxious for further information. I also spoke to cne of
the inspectors on the subject.

At noon Mr. W, came to consult and console. His visit was
like the gleam of suulight that had Lefore entered wy cell,

In the afternoon the fumales, having revived, began to talk
among themselves. and at length opened up a conversation with
the prisoners on the other side of me. Presently I was saluted
with the familiar sound of raps onmy wall, and was asked what I
was in for? As [ had but a dim idea of it, I could not give
them much information. The ¢ jolly beggars” now began sing-
ing, and in this way passed an lour or so merrily. The man
was evidently a jovial companion, who could entertain his pot-
house friends with a good song when called upon. His favourite
song was “'I'he Low-back’d Car.” The boys also sung, and
were well-up in the popular songs of the day. “Good-bye
Sweetheart” and “ llere we are Again (not an inappropriate
one) were the style of songs they delighted in; and when they
were tired of singing, or had exhausted their reperfoire, would
whistle the * Mabel Waltz" and other popular melodies. One
of the boys had an excellent idea of music, and with proper
attention would.make a good musician. I must do my com-
panions in distress the justice to say, that I never heard any-
thing immoral or censurable while 1 had the pleasure of their
BSociety. .

In the midst of the singing the policeman enters and all is
quiet. He opens the cell and enquires if all is right, and finds
“all serene.”” He looks in upon me and then goes to the next
cell, saying, ¥ Now, then, ladies, is there anything I ean do for
you ?” © A couversation ensues; policeman retires, and I am
again saluted by raps, and awm asked a question I cannot, in
consequence of the Scotch brogue of the speaker, catch. My
neighbour, the ¥ jolly beggar,” answers. “1 do not mean you,

I mean the gentleman in the next cell” The Scotch voice pro-.

ceeded to inform me that she had ascertained what I was in for,

She was entered “drunk and disorderly,” and'l was in for “a
bad libel.” She asked me if she made much noise when she came
in, I said [ heard a great noise in the night.
- Have you been often here 1 1 asked.

Yes, a good many times, .

I wouder you don't take warning from this.

T can't help it. They treated me to some whiskey, and my
old man takes no account of me.

Does your husband know where you are ?

No, and would’'nt care if he did.

What punishment do you expect to get

That depends on who the magistrate is. Mr. Yardly let us
off with seven days. The others give us a month.

Do they give you anything to do ?

Yes, pick cakum. .

Well, I think you“pay dearly for a little pleasure. I advise
you not to do it again,

I am afraid I shall though.

She now began to question me.

Where did they take you ?

In Dublin.

Is that where you live ?

No. I have not been home for two months.

Have you a wife ? .

No ; but I have five children.

Poor things, [ hope they are taken care of.

They have to take care of themselves at present.

Do they know you are here ?

I don’t think they do.

This colloquy, which helped to beguile the time, is sufficient
to show that degraded as the poor creature was, there were
gleams of goodness in her nature,

She asked me if I had a newspaper, and if there was any parti-
cular news iu it. I looked to see if there were any murders,
robberies, or suicides, and finding nothing very striking in that
department, told her there was no news of importance. I
thought it would be of no use telling her that the Habeus Corpus
was about to be suspended.

"The remainder of the day was spent in reading, and reflecting,
and writing with a pencil a short lecture, which I now find
ditfieult to dicipher.

The night came, and the prisoners began to come in. I
dreaded every fresh arrival, lest one should be put in my cell.
Fortunately this did not occur. In the morning the beggars
grumbled among themselves about lying on each other. Not
being able to adjust thewselves, they saluted the early morn
with the songs they had sang the day before. At length the
wished for hour of ten arrived. The privoners were taken from
their cells to the courtyard, when they went through the
process-of standing in a row, and answering to their names.
[ was left in my cell. My female friend, as she passed along
the passage, looked at my window, and gave a smile of friendly
recognition, and I saw by vhat glance, that sunken and degraded
as this poor creature was, the ** woman” was still there.

I thauked the police for their kizduess to me, was conducted
in a cab to the Police Court, and soon found myselt in the
presence of the great and impartial administrator of justice, the
mazuet of the Police Court. I there henrd, for the iivst time,
and rather to my astonishment, what a bad chaiacter 1 was,
what o dreadful erime I had committed, that the libel was
concocted by me in my office, and that I was captured in
the theatre in Dublin, I was committed for trial at the Old
Bailey for an offence [ knew nothing .of till I read, in an Irish
paper, that a warrant was granted for my arrest.

I was at liberty aguin, and in tue streets of Liondon; bus
my mind was bewildered and as befogged as the black air 1
breathed. One street seemed as another to me; all seemed

alike. In the evening I heard, for the first time, Emma
IHardinge. She discoursed most eloquently on “ Mystery,” a

lit subject, for everything seemed a mystery to me, even the
kindness and consideration of so many triends. Miss Hardinge
was said to excel herself on that occasion, Of that [ know
not; Ionly know she excelled everybody else I had ever heard.
I would fain have addressed a few words to the meeting, in
return for their expression of kindness and sympathy, but could
not do 8o, my head was in a maze. I could not collect my
thoughts, and was compelled to let my silence be the expression
of my overburdencd heart.
Ropexr CooOPER.

A COMMUNICATION ON THE EXISTENCE OF
: A DEVIL.

(From the Spirit of Melior.)

The Spirit.—*“ Now there is a something which 1, even I, cannot
explain. A law that pervades all creation, A sowmething which causes
things that material nature cannot cause. A something that gives
instinet to animals, A something that will guide the bird back to its -
home. A something that will cause the food to low to the breast of
a mother afew minutes before her offspring awakes. A something
which will oft-times imprint the xnl;).resxsion of a mother’s desires on her
future offspring. Can you aceount for any of these effects by material
cruses ? No. Man is ignorant of aature's greatest secrets. But Christ
was not ignorunt of them. e Xnew that He possessed a power which
other men did not possess. Ile felt He had that power of will which
even creates, and when He was an hungred, His animal nature said, ¢ It
you have ths will-power 5 if you have a portion of the will that first
created, cause these stones to be made bread.” But will you ask, * Why
have we not the true record of Christ’s temptation transiated to us ¥
Coula the Jews, at that time, comprehend any force like that? No,
Tne nearest that they could imagine was the working of some evil spirit
—some tempter. Christ could not have explained Himself more fully
than His disciples. 1ad He done so, He would have been treated as a
later personuge, Imanuel Swedeaborg, was treated by his contemporaries,
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as a visionary, Now, there is one point you will stop at. Christ asked,
* From whence do these works proceed—from God or from Belzebub ?*
I will not stop to give you the Hebrew of Belzebub, but it is formed
from two words. Baal signifies a lord, or ruler, and zebub is what is
formed by dead flies, &c.; 8o Belzebub was the god of putrefactions.
You may ask, ¢ Why did Christ make use of that expression, as. it
almost seems to argue that [Ie believed in the existence of a power con-
trary to God ' ‘T'here is an old saying amongst you, that if you go to
Rome, you must do as they do there. Christ, though He knew better,
was obliged to favour the original belief of the Jews a little. St. Paul,
in the verse from which I have written the original Greek, scems very
near the truth, although he appears to think evil spirits can tempt more
than what they have the power to do. The original Greek may thus be
translated,—* We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities and spiritual powers in high places.’ IHow few ever read those
versesin the meaning they are intended to convey. Well, I have been
referring you to your Seriptures, yet I have not come to any definite
conclusion. But I have shown, I think, that you have no real founda-
tion, in your Scriptures, for a pérsonal Devil—no foundation that any
man who exercises his reason would rely upon. I do not wish you,
because 1 am more advanced than you, to take in all that I say, without
using your reason. I wish to cunvince, not to command, What an un-
charitable idea | to think that God, your Father in Heaven, who is con-
stantly around you, to think that Ile who desires you all to becomo as
Iimself, should create a being to frustrate IHis desires. Tlow absurd!
You would ask, * If God does not cause wickedness, who does?' "’

Mr. 8,—* Although I do not believe in the existence of a personal
Devil, still T am obliged to be believe in the existence of evil. May I
not ask, Who created that evil?*

Spirit.—* Yes ; you may ask anything. Tell me what evil can be
be tuken away from you mortals. I will strive then to show whether
good would result from the removal of that evil.”

Mr. 8,—* I there a statc in the spirit-world where there is no evil ?

Spirit.—* 1 will answer that question also by asking another Is
there a Gad 2"’

Mr. 8.—A creative process exists, but whether there is a personal
Deity, I have not been taught. Do you wish to teach that thercis a
personal Deity 2"

Spirit.—* There is one thing I should very much like to explain to
you, and I find it very difficult to make you comprehend it.  You ima-
gine distances, We, in the spirit-life, if we had no material thoughts,
ve should have no thoughts of places or distances.
apace, we should not know hut what we inhabited only one spot.”,

Mr. 8.—"You teach that God is omnipresent, and occupies all
space ?”!

Spirit.—* 1 know what you would say. If the smallest atom iwas
divided and divided again, you would make it appeuar that it was God.
1 will save you the trouble of proceeding further with your interrogations,
by showing you that I comprehend them.”

Mr, 8.—* But you have not answered the question, * Does God occupy
all space?’ Whatever is omnipresent must occupy all space.”’

Spirit.—~¢ Even so; but vou are now approaching a subject that I can-
uot explain, I believe that God is omnipresent, thongh 1 mysclf would
ask the same question that you would ask. DButuntil 1 become a portion
of that creative essence, I do not think I shall comprehend its mysteries.”

Mr, 8.—* I asked yon whether there was a place in the spirit-world
where there is no evil 7"

Spirit.—** 1 hope to reach a stete where I feel no evil.
vet passed a state where evil hus not existed.”

Mr. 8,—* Then you have not found a place in the spiritual spheres
free from evil? "

Spirit —** [ have not found a place free from what you call evil,”

Mr, §.~*¢ Then of course ) ou cannot answer my question,”

Mr. 8,—“ I am waiting for your answer to my question. Take some
particular evil ; something you imagine to be evil, and we will consider
mortals withont jt.”

Mr. 8.—~* You say that in the high sphere you have progressed to
you have found what we consider to be evil, Will you tell me what
the evil is 7"’ -

Spirit.—* In the sphere I now occupy?”

Mr, 8.—* Yes. Give me an instance of what you have found that I
consider to be evil.”

The Spirit.—* Neglect. If I neglect an opportunity of doing good
to & mortal, or to an approaching spirit, I do an evil that I repent of
afterwards, I consider neglect in this world an evil.”

Mr. 8.—* Hut with whom does the evil originate >”

Spirit.—* You are delaying the communication, and asking questions
that we could not come to any conclusion on, 1 am not God  neither
do I know Ilis seercts, I am willing and pleased to give all the know.
tedge I have obtaired ; T cannot do more.” .

Mr. B,—* Then you deny the existence of a personal Devil

Spitit.—* 1 do. I bad rather you had not interrupted me, as your
auestivms and my answers will break the thread of the communication,
Yet I do uot like to leave any of your questions unanswered. [ wus re-
marking, ere you interrupted n:e, about the uncharitubleness of suppog-
ing that God would create n devil to tempt you in this world, und tonnent
you in the next. If T acknowledged the existence of w personal Devil,
I suppose I must acknowledge his residence. 1 find more difliculty jy
communicating now, so I will eay a few words, and then leave the
medivi, I would buve eaid more, but I hope to huve another oppor-
tunity, I would say a few words to you by way of advice. Do not
think of God with feur.  If you are going to eommit a crime, and the
fear of eternal torment, which is so instilled into your mirds, prevents
you from comnitting that ciime, have you any claim on God’s love
hecause that fear has prevented you from commi‘ting it? No. Loye
tiod. He laves you; and Iie would not condemn the creatures Ile hag
crented to eternnl torment, as it would be condemning a portion of Him.
self. No Louk up to God as a Holy, Loving Father, who has the
power of seeing all your actions ; und if you should comuit 4 crime, or

I have not

It we inhabited all-

do anything that will cause the secret,hidden sting of conscience to
prick you, with a feeling of sorrow for your transgressions against your
Father’s wighes, acknowledge your fault, and seek forgiveness from Him.
Do not let the fear of eternal torment compel you, but do it from a feel-
ing of love towards God. That is the religion we wish to teach. Donot
any more imagine that God is frowning upon you. No. Ie smiles
upon you with lovingkindness, waiting till you shake off all your earthly
desires, to be embraced as a wanderer returning to his family, The
medium is ill.

I must away,

Farewell, until another Cay.”

(Concluded from our last.)

I DID NOT SAY IT WAS POSSIBLE; I ONLY
SAID 1T WAS TRUE.

Vamv-glotions men, inflated with a little smattering of
knowledge of things in general, and ‘of men in particular,
sound their penny trumpets, and wield their free and easy
lances against what they call the spiritual Jericho, but before
whose child's rattle and tumult the stupid walls will not fall
down., Sound on ye penny trumpeters of the press, wield your
free pens as literary Arabs, “ whose hands are against every
man that crosses your path in your dust-encumbered desert.
Blow on, waste breath and ink, yet still the walls will not fall
down, Try the “rams’ horns,”” and blow with all your might.
Blow on ye Flaneurs, Sotherns, Tooles of Anderson, blow on.
Wage cruel war and show no mercy. Bring down Old Bailey
law upon their heads, especially shoot down with poisoned
arrows the watchmen on the towers; for they made the people
laugh at you, and some returned hard words for your hard
words ; and some snapped their fingers in your very faces, and
said, “ Blow on till *crack o’ doom’ with your peuny whistles,
the walls will not fall down.”” Then, maddened on with wildest
cries, you rent the air, and called them rogues, and fools,
humbugs, imnbeciles. No libel this, you said, for you had tried
the trade and failed. Truth was impossible, and facts were
false, for you had acted so your part to simulate the truth, and
had now proclaimed a grand crusade against the so-called
Jericho ; but, nevertheless, the walls would not fall down, they

were 8o obstinate, such stubborn, stupid things ; but presently’

yon thought you had found a breach in the citidel—the famous
Dayvenport breach—at which you tried your whole artillery,
and gave hard knocks, and said you had knocked them down
a hundred times, breached the high walls, and beat them out
and out. DBut soine way, most unaccountably to you, but easily
accounted for by others, the walls of the spiritual temple
remain entire, and the citidel unbroken ; because the citizens
thereof knew that they had truth, facts, God, and nature, on
their side, and though they might fight in their defence
awkwardly, though they might retaliate unwisely, though they
might too rashly hurl stone for stone, and strike in the heat of
the fight too hastily, yet they said and say, * You attackers of
Spiritualism, you dealers in hard names, might be unable to
see the truth. You might be unable to appreciate it, even if
seen, and even if accepted you may, from fear of the world,
deny it with your lips, whilst your inmost heart believed it ;
for it is said of the demons, “ They blinded the eyes of those
that believed not, lest they should be converted and healed.”

O ye wild and random attackers of Spiritualism, know ye not
that which ye talk of as the crumbling old walls of Jericho, are
nothing but the outer works of individualism ; but within is the
new Jerusalem of truth, the Temple of the Lord, “the city
of man's soul,” which eannot be destroyed by man's power, but
lives on for ever. i

O yes, you cry, we believe all that, everybody believes that.
Do they ? Do they ¥ Then you believe in what you can’t give
any evidence of, no token, no demcnstration, no proof. Ah,
then, the difference between you and Spiritualists is that we

1| believe, and believe we know of an existence hereafter ; and are

anxious and willing to learn something of the nature and laws
of that existence. Whereas, you attackers of Spiritualism say
you believe so completely, that you want no evidence, and,
indeed; won't have it, unless it comes very respectably and
authoritatively clad. It must not come like the mission of the
Carpenter’s Son, who though moving for a time in a grand
miracle circle, yet was sneered at by Pharisees and the respeet-
able Scribes of the day—saying, ‘*Is not this the Carpenter’s
Son, a Nazerene,” and when they could no longer sneer Him
out, of His work Ly the wicked whisperings, “ Ie hath a devil.
[o worketh by the power of the prince of devils” Then they
cast 1im out of the synugogue, and crucified him.

Well might it te said again, “Woe unto you, Scribes and
Pharisees, ye are blind leaders of the blind, and we bid you
beware lest ye full into the diteh.,” You may say all evidence
of spiritual existence is impossible. We only say strange and
imposaible as you may think it, we know the facts are true,
imitate them as you will.  You may try to pass the counterfeit.
We know wehave the true metal—alloy iv may have—but good
curvent coin of the realm it is, however it might vary in its
“ image and superscription..”
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We will net argue now about your ideas of the possible or
impossible. We say with the sentence at the heading, “1 did
not say it was possible, I only said it was true.”

S. WiLks,

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS IN EDINBURGIL

Tur celebrated Davenport Brothers having arrived at Edinburgh
to fulfil their engagement, gave a private séance last night to

about sixty ladies and gentlemen in the large room of the |

Waterloo Hotel. The public are so familiar with, and, indeed,
mentally effected by the, numerous adverse reports which have
been given of the spiritual assumptions or necromancy of the
Davenports, that were we to characterise the whole affair as
“leather and prunella” we should be believed by a very large
clags, But the entertainment will not warrant this. Callit
magic, and you must believe Professor Aunderson, Wiljalba
Frikell, and the hundred-and-one wizards, who come and go as
“very small potatoes ” to the Davenports. Call it Spiritualism,
and you are confronted by Mr. Sothern, who says Spiritualism
is moonshine. Call it musculir contraction,and you are baffled
to explain the possibility of muscular movement accounting
for the mysterious processof a guitar floating in mid-air and
emitting sound. Call it a kind of biology and mesmerism
combined, and you are on the horns of a dilemma as to pro-
viding a reasonable explanation of the media by which the
Davenports, tied, hand, leg, and ankle, and bound to a
disinterested party, anxious to penetrate the mystery, can cause
musical instruments to float around the head of the party in
question, and fulfil his inaudible behests that one of the instru-
ments might rest on a given part of his body. This was the
case last night, and the Davenports gave every facility for the
most searching inguiry. The gentleman we have refered to
confessed that he was not conscious of vibration on the part of
the Brothers, but of a species of muscular contraction. He
had proffered a request to himself that a hand might touch his
face, and immediately a hand did so, not of flesh and blood, but
with the lifeless, attenuated impress as of parchment. From
the aperture in the cabinet five hands were protruded at once,
and while, with momentary precipitation, the cabinet was
opened, there sat the Davenports with the same unmoved,
provokingly placid faces as before a manifestation had been
made. In the circumstances, incapable as any theorist may be
to support his view with anything beyond the merest though
most plausible argument, it is enough for our purpose to regard
the entertainment purely as such, and as an entértainment to
commend it. In a city which, with pardonable pride, boasts
of possessing in Sir David Brewster the most distinguished
savant in Europe in all that relates to coguate science, it is
reasonable to hope that the secret or imposture, or whatever it
may be called, will be unravelled. It was in Edinburgh the
pretensions of the fanatical mesmerists were first exposed ; and
while we respectfully submit, the Davenports are entitled to
what they claim—an impartial and peaceful trial—we hope the
effort to penetrate the veil will be made earnestly and in good
faith., Mere ruffianism, such as was witnessed at séances in
English towns, will, we hope, never disgrace Edinburgh. The
entertainers bave the manners of geutlemen, give a highly
pleasing and suggestive couple of hours’ amusement, and what-
ever interest they may have claimed or had \claimed for them
in the land of spirits, let them now have a fair trial. They
profess to give no opinion as to the directing canses of the
phenomena, leaving the solution to others.—Caledonian Mercury.
March 3.

TEXTS
Given to Mrs. BERRY by the spirit- influence.

——n

Revelations xiv. and part of v. 15.—¢ Thrust in the sickle, and reap,

for the time is come for thee to reap, for the harvest of the earth is
M

npﬁ.evelations x. and v, 7.—* Butintheday of the voice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of Goy:l shall be fin-
ished, as He hath declared 15 Liis servants, the prophets. .

Isainh Ixii. and v. L.—** Beho.d my servant whom [ uphold.”

Revelations v. and v, 9.=* And tucy sung a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof.”

Revelations i, and v. 25,—¢ That which ye have already hold fast till
1 come.”

Revelationa xiv. and part of v, 19.— And the ange,l, thrust in his
sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth.” ]

Revelations xxi. and v, 6.~ I will give unto him that is athirst of
the fountain of life freely."

8t. John xv. and v. 16,~* Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen

u.’l
’oReve!?tions xii. and part of v. 16.—*“And the earth helped the
woman,

Revelations xii, and verses 1 and 10.—* And there appeared a great
wonder in heaven ; a woman elothed with the sun, f}’ﬂd the moon under
ber feet, and npon her head a crown of twelve stars.

“ And I heard aloud voice saying in heaven, Now i3 come salvation,
and strength, and the kingdom of our Gud, and the power of His
Christ.”

Ist Epistle of St. John iv. and verses 2 and 14.—* Hereby know ye
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh is of God.”

“ And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world,”

Acts xxvi. and v. 6.—** And now I stand and am judged for the hope
of the promise made of God unto our fathers.”

Romans vi, and v. 18.—* Being then made from sin ye bocame the
servants of righteousness.”

Romans viii. and v. 14.— For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God they are the sons of God.”

St. Luke xi. and v. 9.—¢ And I say unto you, ask, and it shall be
given unto you; seek, and ye shall find ; knoek, and it shall be opened
unto you.”

St. Luke ii. and v, 26,—* And it was revealed unto him by the Holy
Ghost.”

St. Mark xiv. and v. 62.—% And Jesus said, I am.”

St. Matthew xxi. and part of verses 21 and 22,— Verily I say unto
vou, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is
done of the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be
thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.”

¢ And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive.”’ .

Revelation xxii. and v. 3.—* And there shall be no more curse.”

Hebrews xi. and v, 11.—* Through faith also Sarn herself received
strength.”

St. Luke xxi, and v. 13.—¢ And it shall turn to you for a testimony.”

Ecclesiastes ix, and v. 7.— Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and
drink thy wine with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth thy works,”

St. Matthew xix, and v,2.—* And great multitudes followed Him and
He healed them there.”

Ezekiel x1. and v. 4.—* For to the intent that I might shew them unto
thee art thou brought hither,”

Epistle of St. James i. and v. 6.—* But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering.”

St, John viii. and v. 23,—“ And He said unto them, Ye are from
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world ; I am not of this
world.” -

Revelations i. and v. 17.—And He laid Ilis right hand on me, saying
unto me, Fear not ; I am the first and the last.”

2 Kings xix. and v. 25.— Ilast thou not heard long ago how I have
done it, and of ancient timesthat I have formed it ? now have I brought
it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous
heaps,”

St. John iv. and v, 12.—% Verily, verily I say unto you, he that be-
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.”

St. John xiv. and v, 21— He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to
him.”

1 Corinthians xii. and v. 27,—=% Now ye are the body of Christ,"and
members in particular,”

Hebrews x. and v. 24— And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works.” )

Psalm cviii, and v. 13.—* Through God we shall do valiantly”*

Ephesians vi and v. 16.—* Above all, taking the shield pf fﬂll’},l,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”

Philippians ii. and v, 6.—" Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God.” : .

Psalm Ixxvii. and v. 1.—* I cried unto God with my voice, even unto
God with my voice; and He gave ear unto me,”

Ruth i, and v. 16.—* Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and whither
thou lodgest, I will lodgo.” . N

1 Samuel iv. and v. 9.— Be strong, and quit yourselves like men.

Acts xxiii, and part of v. 11.—* Be of good cheer.””

2 Samuel xviii, and v. 4.~ What seemeth you best I willdo.”

2 Corinthians vi. and part of verses 17 and 18.—" And I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daugh-
ters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

Ezra x. and v. 4.—* Arise for this matter belongeth unto thee: we
also will be with thee: be of good courage, and do it.” ,

Job xxix, and part of v, 15,—* And feet was I to the lame.

Jeremiah xlix. and v. 14— I have heard a rumour from the Lord,
and an ambassador is sent unto the Leathen,”

Acts xxviii. and v. 20.— For this cause therefore have I called for

o ce you, and to speak with you.”

’ ?’St:n:;zl)xvi"i. and v, 57,—-“ Am'iy all this assembly shall know that the
Lord saveth not with sword and spear.’” .

2 Samnel v. amd ver, 12— And David perceived that the Lord had
established him king over Lsrael.” .

2 Samuel v, and ver. 10.—* And David went on, and grew great, and
the Lord God of hosts was with Lim.”

Ezekiel xix. and v. 4.~ The notions also heard of him.”

These are separate daily texts, extending from the beginning qf
December last to the present time, under spirit-power; the Bible is,
opened and the finger passes over the page until it rests upon the text
intended.

THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE
May bo had for the present of Mr. Scorr, Warwick Court,
Holborn, London, W.C,, to whom all Letters and Sub-
seriptions for tho year may bo sent.
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THE SPIRITUAL TIMES.

S PIRITUATL LYCEUM.—
’ Meeting as usual, on Sunday Evening
March 11, 1866, Commence at Seven p’clock,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CorrzsronprxTswill pleaseto write legibly on
aneside of the paper only,and as concisely as
possible. Ifthis rule is not observed we may
ba compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions. .

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c. We wish to
give as many facts as our space will admit.
€orrespondents should allow their names gnd
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
matural character shauld be given to the
public free from all suapicion.

Miss Ewua ITarpiNee's Address is—Manor
House, 7, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea. At‘ home
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 till 5.

RECEIVED BY SPIRIT
INTERCOURSE.

UST PUBLISHED ¢«“THE
L4 HHOLY BANNER OF TRUTIL;”
372 Pages neatly hound in Cloth. Price 3s.

Printed and sold wholesale and retail by
William Lobley, 17, Queensgate, Bradford,
Yorkshire.  Considerable allowance made to
the Trade.

NOTICE TO THE TRADE.

CHANGE of PUBLISHER.—The
Sprrrruar Tixrs is Published by Mr. F.
Farrah, 282, Strand, E.C.

YHE ENGLISH LEADER. A
Weekly Liberal Review.

¢ Conduciveness to Progress includes the
whole excellence of a government.”—J. 8,
Min, M.P,

On January 6, 1866, (New Series), Price
Pwopence. Publishing Oifice, 282, Strand,
London, W.C,

Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence,
“'V HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS
TAUGHT.” Reprinted from the
Spivitnal Vagasine, may be hadat the Spiritual
Iyoeocum, 14, Newman-atreet, Oxford-street, W,
This pamphiet is one of the most vigorous
of Mr. Howiit’s numerous writings on 8piritual.
ism, Itisin every waysuitahle for ciroulation-

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER.
TISEMENTS.
Two lines and under, 2s,; every additional
lige, 3d.; areduction for a geries.

Afl Advertisements, pavable in advance, may
bo forwarded to Mr. S, H. Powell, Spirfiual
Timas Ofice, 14, Newman-streat, Oxford-st.

Advertistinents for insertion in the eurrent week
must reach the Offide on or before nine o’closk
on Wednesday morning.

To iR Tarve.~—The Spiritual Timses is pud-
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman.street,
Oxfurd-st.and by F. FARRAH, 282, Strand

Cournaints have reached us that the Spiritual
Times does not always find itsway {o country

" wuhscribers, Those who have difficulty
should send to us at the office 14, Newman
Street, Oxford Street, W., and we will for.
wérd it direct through the post. Suhseribers
taking four copies can havethem post free,
hy remitting 8s. 84, per quarter,

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES ™ BY POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual

Times, packets will ha sent direct from the Office

post freo to any part of the United Kingdom,

by remitting, in advance, as under:—

Capies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.
1, 3d.,0r for 13, 3s.3d. 26, 6u.Gd. 52. 13s.
q, 5d., w 88,54, -, 10864, » 218,
3, 6d, . o 6864, 13s0d. | 926s.
6, 1s. , w1304, 26s.0d. ,, 52,

Poat Office Orderamust be made pavahleto Mr,
J. H. Powell, atthe Post Office, Rathhone-pl.

‘A LPIABETS FOR BEANCES,
TWOPENCE EACH, to be had ut the
Lycoum,

Now Ready,

In one Vol., well bound, Post free, price, 5s.
Triibner & Co., 60, Paternoster-row.
IFE INCIDENTS AND POETIC

PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL.
This work contains an account of the

Author’s remarkable Bxperiences in Mesmerism

and Spirityalism, together with a judicieus

selection frém his Poems,

May be obtained of the Author, SririTuaL
Lyceuy, 14, Newman Street Oxford Street, W.
From the Examiner.,

There are some curious details in his account
of his life—good, because genuine transcripts of
experience.

From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1865.
Replete with interest . . , Will ho found
bothinstructiveandamusing . . . The *‘Poetic
Pictures’’ contain many passages of sterling
merit.

From the Caledonian Mercury.

Prom the itinerant career which Mr, Powell
has pursued, his book necessarily contains the
record of some strange scenes, and the descrip-
tions of some singular characters, and ** the
story of his life,’” as told by himself, is not
without its lesson and warning. His poems
indicate feeling, truth, and earnestness,

Just readv, Price fd, Post free, 7d.
‘A WORKING MAN’S VIEW OF
TENNYSON'S « ENOCH ARDEN.”
By J. L. PoweLL,
May be had at the Spiritual Lyeenm,

A spirited and closely analytical cssay, The
readers who were delighted with his former
hoak (and they were many), will find in this
new effort, fresh grace and strength. Mr.
Powell’s eriticism may advantageously compare
with mary more pretentious utterances of
opinion.—Lloyds News, January 27.

Now ready, price 6d., .
HE PROCEEDINGS OF TH
First Convention of Yrogressive Spirit-
ualists, recently held at Darlington, containing
the Papers and Eesays read, the Speeches and
Discussions, with a Declaration of the Opinions
and Purposes of Progressive Spiritualists, To
which is appended the most complete Catalogue
of Books on Spiritualism and DProgress ever
published. This little book contains nearly 90
pages, and is the cheapest English work on
Spiritualinm, Post free for seven stamps.
J. BURNS, Progressive Library, 1, Wel-
lington-road, Camberwell,” London, B., and all
Booksellers.

IN AID OF THE FUNDS OF THI
SPIRITUAL LYCEUM,
Bhortly will be published, in 8vo, Price 24 6d.
a Complets Fdition of
IMPYIOE BIOLOGIOAL RLVIEW;
Conducted by Kessrern R. I Mao-
RENZIE, Esq., F.8. A, F.A8.L.

The BroLogicat Revirw contains artieles on
Spiritunl Philosophy, Mesmerism, FHomeopathy
Philosophical  Astrology, " Medicine, Poetry,
Reviews, &c., &c., hy experienced writers,
together with an entirely new Introduction,
eomnprehending atetrospective glance at the last
ten years of Spiritual Advancement, by the
Editor,

_As only & very limited number of this work
will be issued, it is desirahle for intending pur-
chasers to make an earlv application,

Published nt the Spiritual Lyceum, 14,
Newman-gtreet, London, W.C.

MRS, L. H. LACY.
MRS. L. H. LACY, Clairvaynnte,

and Magnetic Physician, from Ancriea,
gives Diagnoses of Discase, nnd describes
mental characteristics, oftén with marvellous
success. At home for Private Consultation—
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 10
Ay, to 10 P, Terms moderate.  Rooms,
128, Albany-street, Regent's-park, N.W,
Arrangements entered into for private family
eircles.

ONE SHILLING.
DARCELS OF TIT SPIRITUAL
LYCKUM TRACTS can now ba had
st the Lyceum, contuining an asortmont.

Saturday, March 10, 1866.

MURRAY SPEAR is pre-
e pared to examine and prescribe for
disease of body or mind, as Spirit Intelligences
shall lead and direct him ; and he will deline-
ate the character and capacities of pereons
either when they are present or oy taeir hand-
writing ; and he will accept invitations to hold
private conversations, or to give public ad-
dresses on the phenomena, phliosophy, and the
praetical uses of Spiritualism. Business hours
from 12 to 3. Address 146, Albany-street,
Regent’s—park, N.W.
R. AND MRS. WALLACE
i beg to announce that they have takem
the Lyceum lfall, 14, Newman-street, (Oxford-
street, for a series of Friday Lvening Séanees
to commence at 8 o‘clock. Admission 1s.

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS.

0. 1.—NICODEMIANS AND
TIHOMASIANS, by WiLLian Howirr.
No. 3,—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF
SPIRITUALISM, by Oxk or Toaw-
sELVES. Now ready. FPrice Threepenea.
No, 4,—~\WHAT IT 1S TO BE A SPIRITUALIST, by
Thomas Brevior,
No, 5.—Facrs ana Srupponn TninNes, by
Robert Cooper.
No. 6.~Sprrituarisv 1n HarmoNY witn Dr-
VINE REVELATIONS, by Dr.J. B. Fergusoa.
No. 7.—LETTERS ON BriRITUALISM, by Willism
Howitt. Price Threepence.
An assortment of the above, 1s.

PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND

PITASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-

periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing,
by J. H. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the genesad
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable.— William Howili.

Mr. Powell’s stutements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as ke
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot de
otherwise thun advise the public to consult the
wark. ¢ ® * Many persons will read Ma.
Powells narrative with interest, for it has ne
laek of the marvellous set forth in vigorows
language.~Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

The sum of the matter is, that if one hasa
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and
what it aoctually aims at, he will gain a befter
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s vohure
than from any other that has yet been published,
not even excepting that of the great apostle
medium, Mr. Illome himself.— Caledonian Bler
aury. March 12, 1864,

To be had of the Author atthe Lyceum,
Price 2s., posi free.

Now readv. In one volume, Demy 8vo..
Post free, price 7s.6d.

UPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN

THE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUBOM ;

Inoluding twenty years® observation of Pretee-
Natural Phenomena.

Effted by T. L. Nicnows, M.D., auther of
* Forty Years of American Lifs,” ** Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,” &ec., &c.

This hook contains the personal expew-
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observatioas
during twenty years, under favourable cirenm-
stances, and over a wide range of territosy, of
very remarkable phenomenp, from the mes
striking physical, to the higher forms of payeli-
eal or spiritual, manifestations. It will atse
present, from the copious records of Mr. Pae-
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, and many facts orally
rolated. The work of the editor will be the
selection and the arrangement of the sesomds
furnished him, and the orderly narratiom eof
the facts, and he has reason to believe thet no
work of the present time eontnins aesowass
of more remarkable, varied and impestant
phenomena than will be found in this volumes,

&ll ordee to be sent to Mr. J. II. Powem,

8pirisual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, W,

Printed and Published by the Proprietos
Roprrr Coorer, at the Spiritual Lycewm,
14. Newman-st.,, Oxford-st., in the Connty ot
Middlesex, Suturday, March 10th, 1968.




