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Spiritnalism unfolds to our internal senres substantial realities, prosonting
not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternalexintence,
CAuding us to fesl that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the abe
salute and aenduring, because we aszociate our thoughts with the external and
Apparently lasting; but. on refleation, wo discover that the only absolute and en-
Wring facts are beyond the tomh.

——

THE HOPELESS CAMPAIGN. THE PRESS
AGAINST SPIRITUALISM.

% Spiritualism will yet be a greater disturbing element in the
religious and literary world than it is at present.”—The Rev. G.
. Skinner.

Tne continued falsities propagated by tho press in this
Country against Spiritualism render it necessary to keep
& sharp eye upon its proceedings in order to resist and
destroy its prolific progeny of lies. The almost weokly
Decessity for this sort of surveillance and work of demoli-
tion has a tendency, however, to create a false impression
on the public mind ; an impression of a greater importance
attaching to the efforts of tho press than really exists. In
truth, theso endeavours on the part of a corrupt or bigotted
Dreas are of no strength or value whatever. If a doctrine
or demonstration of facts bo from God, nothing can arrost its
Progress ; if it be not from Ilim, it will, as the country-
an said to the soldier, of his non-nocessity for killing his
Snemios—*¢ It will die of itself if they let it alone.” Now,
It spito of all the efforts of press-gangs and rowdies in
18 and other countries; in spite of all the vulgar scorn
C8st by soi-disant litterateurs, and quarterly and other
Teviewers, on Spiritualism; from the moment of its re-
lewed birth in America, fifteen years ago, to this hour, it
48 held on its way, unshaken, unwavering, for over in-
@easing and for ever extending its field of action. No
Attacks, however ferocious, no slander, howsver venomous,
ho violenco, however furious, no pretended exposures,
Owevor subtly concocted for the time, have produced the
“Mallest impression upon it. On the contrary, it has gone
W a8 if not an enemy existed, as if no little or big dog of
clial barked at it. It has spread itself over the whole of
Yorth, and penetrated far into South America. It has
®nlisted in jts ranks the learned, the members of the bar
nd of the senato in the Northern States, its late lamentod
20d ghrowd Prosident being one of its most steady disci-
Ples. Tt has epread through the intelligent ranks of
*é()ex?ty in England, France, Belgium, Holland, Italy, and
Pain. It has made its appearance in Turkey, Algeria,
turmalia, and India, andis now caleulated to number
Wenty millions of proselytes—TwrnTy MiLLIONS OF PRrosk-
8 IN Frereen g'mas! That, in fact, is the answer to

all ¢alumnies, all sneers, all mob outrages. A magnificent
\BsWor ig this, truly; n magnificent fact in the world’s
“““Ory! Whenever a little dog without a eollar on his
ock o toll his name issues rabidly from some newspaper
n::"“el, be it Star, Darly Telegraph, or Illustrated Nows, to
swiy F the heels of Spiritualism, that is the whip to
tteh him back to his den with. We have only to point

these cavillers and carpers to that great spectacle of onward-
marching Spiritualism, and ssy, ¢ stop it if you can!”

It is simply because they cannot stop it that the
““dogs and sons of Belial go about the city,”” and howl
lamentably, and curse fiercely. Spiritualism is now
become so great and world-wide a fact, that no one
need for & moment trouble his head about the ‘ dogs
and sons of Belial” who assail her, It is beeause all
their cenmsures, and sneers, and predictions, which thoy
imagined could annihilate her at onoe, have slid like water
from a duck’s back, that they are more and more em-
bittered every day. Yet we know that amongst these
barkers there are a very considerable number who are
secretly Spiritualists. The office of the Z¥mes, the Zele-
graph, the Standard, and the Star, contain such, but as
has been well observed by one of us, neither those nor any
other journal can afford to avow thoir conviction till their
readers, or a majority, have done it bofore them. It has
been said, and said truly, in the Morning Post, that if tho
public were converted to Spiritualism over night, every
Journal in London, litorary and critical, would be Spiritu-
alist the next morning, and that in the face of all they
have said against it. DBread, now-a-days, is only buttered
on one side, and, therefore, those who write for their bread
can only bo on one side. 8o be it! and Spiritualism will
march on calm and victorious while they ont their bread-
and-butter and snarl, poor wrotches, over it.

There roquires a word or two saying about the Morning
Star, which has of lato distinguished and disgraced itself
by a venom against Spiritualism which has rapidly con-
densed into a perfect mania. This Star was one of the
first to open its columns to the discussion of this great
question. The Star has always been a struggling journal,
and has, thereforo, cast out its hooks to drawiin all sorts of
logs and floating rubbish to buoy it up on the stream of
publicity. It has, we understand, allured to it a great
number of Dissenting Ministers, who can beat the drum
ecclesiastic in their different woalthy and numerous cou-
gregations ; consoquently, theso sable gentry are in omui-
potent power in the samctum of the Star. Probably, these
gentlemen who arc educated and bound to preach only
cortain dogmnas, and are themselves, thorefore, slaves of
the congregation, as the Star is said to be their slave,
thought that they, under various sham names, eould
speedily demolish the whole body of Spiritualist corres-
pondents. DBut to their consternation the confliot soon
showoed a different complexion; the Spiritualists wore
armed at all points with irresistible facts, facts kuown to
thousands, and facts of the moment. The opponents took
the field with nothing but surmises, empty assumptions,
an astounding stock of ignorance, and lies too tmnssmrcnt
to darken the truth for a second. 'Tho defeat of the know-
nothings was so complete, and the peril of admitting the
truth in such torrents into the Star, and consequently into
all the congregations of these reverond Star-gazers, so
glaring that that journal precipitatoly closed the discussion,
aud announced that honceforth not another avord about
Spiritualism should ever again enter its columns. How it
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has kopt its word everybody knows. The rankling senso
of the utter and shameful defeat of the whole body of
reverond conventiclers, and of the Ster as their organ,
woull not permit them or it to rest wiscly in silence.

With tho same anxiety to scrape togother readers, the
proprietor of the Star sought to mako it interesting to
the theatre-goers, the actors and actresses, and all the body
of streot loungers. For this purpose they engaged a no-
torious player, who had been most deservedly kicked out
of the Garrick Club by Thackerny, and who, thongh hesuid
he ruponted of his insolence to that great and esteemed
writer, wns ready to insult anybody clse, at so much a
column. As this Flanewr saw the particular animosity of
the Dissenting preachers in the back-parlour as the Star,
he found it advisable policy to fling dirt, not only at Spi-
ritualism, but at every distinguished person connected
with it.

There we have the whole secret of the impotent railings and
continual Jying inventions of the Star—inventions sure to be
exposed the next day: and there we have the secret of its
emrloying the black-coated prophets of Disseut on the one hand,
and the collector of all sorts of playhouse and street filth on
the ather—the actors of the religious and the irreligious stages
hobnobbing together to bring the extremes of custom to the
Star, no doubt standing in great need of it.

Standing in need! Don’t all English journals stand in need
of such topics? The number of them is now so great, their
dimensions so enormous, that no natural and ordinary course of
events can supply the ravenous demand of exciting matter for
their readers. The American war was a wonderful godsend for
them. That suddenly ceasing, thers was imminent danger of a
collapse of our newspapers. The cholera and the cattle.discase
have helped, in some degree, to supply the deficit. For this
purpose, it is notorious to all people living in the country, every
means has been used to exaggerate and inveut the startling
details of theseevils. What these sources cannot do is sought
for in scraping together every atom of crime-—murder, infanti-
cide, suicide, adultery, robbery, and swindling, which transpires
in the obmeurest corners of the kingdom. Truly, this is “a
dainty dish to set before a king," ora people. Is it not infinitely
better to ditfuse n sound and enncbling Spiritualism amongst
the community than such a measled and eancerous mass of pes-
tiferous corruption as this1

The weekly complement of this garbage raked together in our
hebdomedal newspapers, presents a pictare of uational iufamy
such as is not to be found in the collective newspapers of the
wlole world besides, Foreign nations stand aghast at this per-

tual emblazonment of English villainies and abominations,

o Englishman can open his mouth abroad ou any instance of
immorality that he may see. * You ! ' reply the natives ; * you
talk of erime! You! Read your own newspapers, and ho
dumb. There, your own newspapers depict you as the most
debased, dissolute, debauched, and murdercus nation on earth.’
Thus it is that our virtuous newspapers, which atfeet to shudder
at Spiritualism, shudder at nothing else, however monstrous,
Like Mithidates, they live ou poisons, and propagate poison
throughout the whole coustitution of society. They make the
name of England stink in the nostrils of the whole world, and
that simply that they may batten on the wages of this iniquity.
Oh! virtuous abhorrers of Spiritualism?! 0! temporal 0!
mores! '

Renders of the Spiritual Times, bear only theae facts in your
meuiories, and you will need no further key to the malign

lances of the Star, or that sewage flung about by the Flaneur,

‘he moon sails through the sky on her serone course, uncon-
acious of the little dogs who bark at her below, and Spiritualism
goes on her way from country to country, awl from willion to
1sillion, wunconscious that there is athing enalling itself The Morning
Star, in a back lane of Fleet-street, or n dirty Flancwr in its
columns.  We who follow in the train of this ever-augmenting
power, may safely imitate lier calm indifference ; and whilst we
amuse curselves with the piteous outerivs of the men of the
prcina, we can alo feel for them, Poor souls! they must do it
to live.

Well, let them live; fur it is very certain that they eannot
Yreveuz Spiritualiam from living, aud, what ia more, prospering,

f they would only tuke some (uivt moment over their eigars to
reconnoitre the fiekl of battle on which they huave been av long
cautionuding ; if they would eoolly look at what amount of
succens tiey have had, how many of the spiritual ary they have
killed or wounded, what s the furee of the ensmy, compured
with what it was when they first marched out ayaiust it if
they have any wisdom or power of ealeulution left, they will at
Teast find it pradent to be silent.  Better for thene men to go on
dabbling in wurder and adulteries than meddls with Spiritualism,
for this now, compared with what it was then, is a4 o anighty
semy ta u swugle batallion, It is as & mighty ank where it wus
but w rapling a royal city where it was but o group of eabins
o wildergess,  Nota msu has Gllou; vot o breach of a ludr-
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breadth has been made in her walls, by all their firing, bayonet-
ing, and bombarding ; but the power which they hoped to annt-
hilate, has expanded from a pigmy into a Titan ; from a hand-
ful of peopls, poor and simple, into a multitude equal to the
population of all England, and sufficient to people Scotland 1%
times over.

Of all the disgraceful campaigns in history, never waa there
one so disgraceful as that of the press against Spiritualism.
all the glorious eampaigns, never was there a more glorious oneé
than that of Spiritualism against the press, with all its allies of
stereotyped physical philosophers, stapid tory souls who hate
all light and movemeut, and the mass of seusualists, who recoil
from the iden of a state of retribution, as they shrink from the
teuch of fire. In truth, Spiritualism grows and strenythens o
opposition. As the tempests which assail the onk only cause it
to strike deeper its roots into the cternal rocks, and give tenfol
vigour and tenacity to its fibres, so at every 1'enewet§ assault on
Spiritualism she expands her frame, elevates her stature, et vires
acquirit eundo. e suy, therefore, not merely lot the enemies
live —let them flourish. = God grant them strength and ability
if he deny them common sense and common eyesight to see what
fools they ave, and bow they are propagating what they wish tf:
destroy, by calling all men’s attention to it. Go on, brave boys
still be the pioncers and heralds of Spiritualism! Quem Deus
vult perdere prius dementat. In your hallucination, so beneficid
to us, strike valiantly right and left. May your success be 88
great as it has been hitherto, and we shall still ery—

*“ Lny on Macduff,
And damned be Le who first cries, ¢ Hold, enough t’”

—

CORRESPONDENCE.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the upinions expressed BY
our Correspondents,

THE «SATURDAY REVIEW.”

To the Liditor of the Spiritual Times.

Yir,—~The sublime has howled ones more,  Another startling blow b
been simed at Spiritualism by the ** Superfine Review,”> and has agt?
fallen wide of its nurk, L allude to an article which embellished ¢
pages of that territic organ on the 21st Oetober, and which, I have ne
doubt, will be considered a clencher by those who imngine that all kno¥”
ledge will die with that journal. My attention was drawn to the articié
in question throngh a conversation which took place in the rending-rov
of the Mechanies’ Institution, not more than fifty miles from Lon on-
Jones and myself were the only occupants of the room, when Mr, Brow?P
entered for his morning dose of the * Times,”  Wo were sitting ut the
rewding-table; Jones was drawing his inspiration from the “Supt‘fA“,
Review,”" and I wan looking down the Flaneur's column, and won}lef‘“"
whethor an advertising medium got s well paid as o spiritual medio®):

“ Any freah news this morning, gentlemen 2 * said Brown, seating 1! ¢
self at the table, and polishing his spectucles with his sk handkerch®
preparatory to rending. in

* Yes,* replied Jones; * here's o slashing exposure of Spiritunlism !
the ¢ Saturdiy Review, if that is any news to you.”

% (Oh ! that's nothing ; they huve exposed that thing wo ofteny
Brown, taking up the #* Times,”* (lere T would remark that it see
instinctive in Brown to take up the ** Times.® I have met him i o
room frequently during the last few years, but I have never seen "h‘
take up uny other paper) * 1 know very little about the master
continued ; “but, it [ could have my will, I'd have them all locked B¥
The thing is getting quite o nuisance,”’

# [ should infer from your remarks, sir,” anid I, addressing Bro
“ that this Spiritualism has proved o serious annoyance to you. 3
usk how, and in what way 27 ’ '.:lbu'-

*“Woell, I don't exactly know in what way," returned Bmkﬂ'; .
tanatics are a nuisance to everyone,”

* But arc all Spiritualists fanaties ? "’ T asked. in

s« Well, I don't know about all. I have only heard of two or ﬂ}fe"u‘)

ingland, that cume over with Boucicault, or some one, and were tied Vi
I a cahinet, and proposed to get out by galvanism, or somethingsi oty
they were exposed, weren't they, in Devonport 7—oh | no, 1 recullee"
wero emlled the Duvenports—and they were obliged to cut the rop
and !’ e efer

* Beg pardon,” said Jones, interrnpting, * but this article does not 7€ ¢
to the Davenports in particulur, but cate up the whole fratermty h
mediams, root and branch. 1t appears that as they cannot flog ‘h‘mn.,
America, they menn to fine them as jugglers, and I think that cod
should be adupted in Lingland, What sny you ?'* lied

“ Yes, it wouldn't be a bad plan, for { hate imposition,’” F*P*"
Brown, us ho udjusted his ginsses, smoothed the newspaper, sod gl
ut its countents,

Atter o short interval of silence, Jones exclains— oFhe

* By jingo 1 there is a decp truth i thuse cloging lines, Lsten = ou
enlightenment of Americn has produced Spirttuabism, o more moﬂ“"’a K
delusion than sny that have prevailed in the Old World's darkest 88
What do you think of that, sic P " | can

= Well,” returned Brown, ** I don’t exuetly sec how enlightenme? psd
praduce ignorance or dejusion,  But | thought these 11»iriuml revivald .
died out.  Lhe *'Uimes” bas said sothing sbout them lateiy, but
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pose we shan't hear the last of this Spiritualism and Davenportism till a
better system is established for educating the lower classes.™

. ** And, in the meantime,” said 1, * don’t you think it would be a step
in the right direction if the London ¢ Spiritual Magazine' and ‘ Times®
were seized and stopped, in the same way as the Fenian organ, * The
Irish People,” was in Dublin. It would be striking at the root or main-
8prings of the delusion, would it not ? "

“ Roots, magazines, hooks ! "’ exclaimed Jones. * You don’t mean
to say, sir, that any English magazine or book could emanate from these
1gnorant impostors 1"’

“ One or two,” I replied. .

“Oh! ves,” said Brown, looking up from the ** Times,”” into which he
had ngain plunged ; ** I saw a work advertised the other day. [t was—

et me see—oh ! I know—¢ Incidents in Dr. Nicholson's Life, illustrated
by Ferguson, in connection with the Davenport cabinet’ I expect it
¥as in connection with this spirit-rapping, or mesnierism, or some other
bumbygism,”

Tt is quite evident, gentlemen," said T, rising to goafter this luminous
Picce of information, ** that for the present wemust put up with fools and
Ignornmuses.  But, if | were you, Mr. Brown, I would send a letter to
the * Times,’ suggesting, as an expeditious way of clearing off the national
flel)t, that every man who proves himself a fool or impostor by condemm
Ing a subject he in utterly ignorant of, should have the choice of being
either flogged or fined. ‘Good morning.”’

Nince this little incident of the news-room, I have rcad the slashing
article for myself, and it appears to me, sir, that the writer on the staff of
this review to whom is assigned the task of attacking and abusing Spirit-
ualisin and its advocates, is either ill paid for his work, and doeg: not care

) display any amount of sound logic, or even common sense, in dealing
with his subject, or is utterly incompetent to do so.  We expect when a
8mart, clever, superficial—1 mean superfine—writer talks about Spirit-
ualism being a degrading superstition und a monstrous delusion, § say
We expect him to prove himself conversant with its uses as well as its
huges, If I never read the * Saturday Review,” should I be justified in
Pronouncing it as an organ devoted to vulgar sureasim and phullow rea-~
‘Oqing. because row and then a windy, vaporous, abusive article appears,
which the conductor is obliged to throw in, in order to make up wexg!')t ?
« * We have heard lately, with considerable satisfaction,” says the writer,

that a so-called spintaal medium was convicted by an American court
of law for juggling without a license,” &c., &e. ** We should infer from
A perusal of advertisemnents in the ¢ Banner of Light,’ that the business of
Medium is much and profitably pursued, and, without desiring to have
Tecourse to the extreme measures of the early Puritans, we should hope
that the modern revenue officers will be vigilant and severe, so that if the
Pretenders are not flogged they may be fined.” Oh, Jenkens! Jenkens!
l,'hnuhl think vour jov must have becn intense on hczuing_this little
Plece of Spiritualistic news, for it opened up another opportunity for one
oF your masterly attacks on the degrading superstition, and, I'll be bound
to say, in your virtuous indignation you scorned the idea of remuneration,
aud you would have all mediums flogged or fined. When will you learn,

enkens, that a man can ne more help being a mediam than he can pre.
Yent the sun shining, and that 1t is through such instruments God has
Uamined the world, and will continue to illumine it, despite the rabig
invectives of all the sapient reviewers in Christendom. It would be
8 waste of time and space to follow this Soloa in his quotations from
ectures delivered by certain American Spiritualists, and h.is extricts
om advertisements in the * Banner of Light " which he considers offen-
Mve and objectionable. Admitting such to be the case, it says nothing
88 to the truth or falsity of the question at issue. Men wh_o measure a
truth hy jrg perversions are always catching at straws, and in the same
Yay as'infidelity and scepticism will hunt down and gloat over a tipsy
2nd licentious person, so this oracle vainly imagines he has extinguished
Spiritualism, with all its august manifestations, by holding up an objec-
lonable advertisement. W hy does this man run to an American news-
giaper for his weapons of attack and information ? Surely there is suffi-
we,"‘ testimony at home, if prejudice has not destroyed. !nu power of

eighing evidence, 1o convince him that Spiritualism is something
:';0'? than & monstrous delusion. But this literary Jenkens, in his

98ing remarks, is bound to acknowledge one signiticant fuct, Like Mr.

Ottague Tigg, who, in diving for his dirty shirt collar, succeeded in

*inging up a string, so he, in diving for a lie, brings up a truth, for he
:g-"' * The ignorance of Eurepe leaves many of it people pagans, but
18 enlightennient of America has produced Spiritualism.”™ Verily, the

ance of Europe has left one living illustration of paganism.  You

Ver spoke a truer word, Jenkena; and the sooner you aceept the teach-
2% of many of America's deepest thinkers and ripest scholars, who have
v €ome enlightened by (iod's spiritual truths, the better will it Le for
YOUMElf and the * Satarday Review." The crass ignorance these wind-

81 diuplay who Houat un the surface of English literatare, is worse than
L"aanism, for the moat benichted savage is at times conicious of the

Peration und effects of spiritun] causstion. These reviewers, and the
T8 of the geese who are nlways quacking about monstrous delusions,
Fem uteerly ignoraat of what Spirituahsm really is. They imagine that
" 13 4 something which commenced with table-turning and rapping, and
T0 Unconncious that it ¢xisted before cver the earth was, und that by it
p;:]."““, and from its source draw our ing;.‘imlions. Scarcely a greut
T osupher, poet, puinter, sculptor, or musician has ever lived who was
Vo, Conscious of drawing his inspiration from the spuitual world.
ordsworth sings—

* Descend, prophetic spirit, that inspir'st
The human soul of universal earth,
Dreaming on thipgs to come ; and dost possess
A metropalitan temple in the hearts
Of mighty poets! Upan me bestow
A gifi of genuine insight.”
If Spiritualism, in its modern phases of manifestation, produces such

e !
Eeutlom as the poet Harns has given to the world, we can afford to
*Pense with a few objectionable advertisenents or unmesning raps, if

such there be, although these, in God’s providence, may serve Iis
solemn ends; and while the * Saturday Review ' is swept away with the
garbage of the world, the inspired works of Harris, such as the ¢ Epic of
the Starry tleavens and * Lyric of the Golden Age,” will live in the
hearts of the people for ever,

We do not expect men to become converts to Spiritualism without
exercising caution, common sense, and intelligent investigation. Neither
do we suppose that men who have become the slaves of a materinlistic
superstition, will readily open their eyes to the light of these spiritual
truths which God has flashed in upon the world in these later times; hut
we do expect and demand, as members of a civilized community, that
gentlemanly courtesy should characterize all journalistic attacks upon ua
or our belief, rather than scurrilous abuse and insolence, which are now the
substitute for honcst argument and logical consistency, and a disgrace to
the literature of England.—Yours,

Tnomas Covrr.

November 2, 1865,

THE DAVENPORTS AT ST. CI1.OUD.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

*The Davenport Brothers performed at St. Cloud on Saturday, in the
presence of the Emperor, Empress, I'rince Imperial, and all the court.
On Sunday Robert Houdin, their scientifie rival, was likewise summoned
to the palace. Ile initiated the court into the mysterious maneuvres of
his predecessors with such success that both their imperial majesties
thanked himn for having unveiled this piece of charlatanism,”’

Will the Editor of the * Spiritual Times  inform his subscribers if the
ahove is another Editorial lie ?

When will our newspapers become the mecans of teaching on these
subjects? Few at the present day, says a great wiiter, believe at all in
the existence of spirits, still less that anyone can have intercourse with
them. Few believe in the reality of a life after death, the learned
especially, who stick in words and terms. That all spirits and angels
have been men is a great fact, nowhere disproved by the Bible. On the
contrarv, man was ro created as to be capable of conversing with spirits
and angels, and this was really the case in the most ancient times.” This
apen intercourse between men and spirits was closed, when, in course of
time, men immersed themselves in worldly and corporeal things; hence
it is that in our day, by withdrawing from corporeal and gross habits, the
way is opened again, and spirits and angels of a particulir character serve
as means of communication.—Y ours respectfully,

T. GarviNer.

Liverpool, November 3, 1865,

[We must have somathing more than the above to convince
ua that the latter portion of it is anything more than a vile
fabrication. The press said the Davenports were exposed in
Paris, and the French people would have no more of theni. The
press said they had gone to Germany only a day or two before
their appearance at St. Clond. And yet the fact is, the Brothers
are still in Paris, drawing good houses. Is it reasonable to
suppose the Emperor will permit them to continue their séances if
Houdin, or any other conjuror had ““ unveiled this piece of char-
latanism.” Some of the papers give Robin, and not Houdin,
the credit of having received the thanks of the Emperor for
“initiating the court into the mysterious manceuvres,” 1t is
evident ¢ some one has blundered.”—ZEp. 8. T.}

B e cr—————ae et o rmeetet i VoLt e b et

SUPERSTITION.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,—8ir Walter Scott, in his letters on Demonology, &e.,
generally discountenanced ¢ superstitious stories,” yet secveral
curious events oceurred within his own knowledge. One of thess
happened at Abbotsford in the month of April, 1818. *Qu the
night of the 28th,” he wrote to his friend Terry, “we were
awaked by a violent noise, like drawing heavy boards along the
new part of the house. I fancied something had fullen, and
thought no more about it. This was about two in the morning
Last night, at the same witching hour, the very same noise
occurred. Mrs, 8. is rather timbersome, so up got 1, with
Beardie's broadsword under my arm, but nothing was out of
order, neither can I discover what occasioned the disturbance.
On the morning that Mr. Terry received the foregoing letter in
Loudon, Mr. Willinm Erskine breakfasted with him, and the
chief subject of their conversation was the sudden death of Mr.
George Bullock, the London upholsterer of Scott, who waa
employed in fitting up Abboutsford, and who died, as nearly ns
could be ascertained, at the very hour when Scolt was roused
from his sleep as above-mentioned,

The late Mr. George Coombe expressed his belief to the effect
that Sir W. Scott had a rare q\mlity of brain, which conferred
upon him his remarkable memory ; and it would appear that in
early life he was a seor, Mra. Churnside, a friend of his family,
related that * he was nceustomed to tell the visions which he had
when lying alone ou the floor or sofs, when kept from going to
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church on a Sunday by ill health.,” She adds, ‘I could not help
being Lighly delighted with his description of the glories he had
seen, his misty and sublime sketches of the regions above, which
he tiad visited in his trance. The exprossion of his face changed
greatly while he was thinking of these things, and showed a
deep mtenseness of feeling, as if he were awed even by his own
recital. This good lady attributed his gift of scership to super-
stition, and Scott himself, on hearing of the lamentable suicide
uf Lord Castlereagh, attributed to “aberration of mind ” Lord
C.’s account of his interview with the * radiant child " in Ire-
land, early in life. Waking in the night, the embers on the
hearth, according to Lord C., blazed up, and a child stepped
from among them upon the floor, It ndvanced, assuming the
appearance of a giant, with a wound on the brow. Lord C. con-
fronted this strange and unexpected apparition, when it retreated
gradually, and the original childlike form becamo invisible
amongst the embers,

It appeared from the statement of a member of the family, in
whose house this vision oceured, that it was well known as a
legend, and considered to be a good omen. I have heard a
similar story told, as attested by several witnesses, respecting a
house in the north of England, still preserved.

By some singnlar srrangement, a ghost story, which emagnated
originally from Dr. Johnson's ¢ Miss Seward,™ has been tacked
on to the Waverley Novels. Can any of your readers give me
the original of the “ Old lady in the sacque* 1 If so, I shall be
grateful.—Yours obediently,

Curisrorner CoORE.

Tondon, Oct. 30, 1865,

LETTER TO THE REV. W, KER.

Rev, Sir,—With very great interest I read your work ou
* Everlasting Punishment,” &e,, and especially that part of it
where yon refer to your own experiences in spiritual manifesta-
tiona. :

During a econsiderable period I have been investigating that
matter, and have read nearly all the standard works relating
thereto, and those, also, to which you have referred in your
notes, as leading you to conclusions on the subject.

At the commencement of my inquiries, I was also led to form
unfavourable opinious, from the naturs of some of the communi-
cations ; which at various times opposed and denied what must
be received as the great leading and fundamental principles of
Christianity, Am?' not only from such had I arrived at those
conclugions, but also from the tendency to similar errors and
heresies, which I percsived originated in a great measure from
spiritual teachings, ns exemplified to some extent by the writings
of Jundge Edmonds, and more fully by those of the late Professor
Hare and others, and also hy the pantheistical writings of
Auldrew Jackson Davig, and the Delstical doctrines so unequi-
voenlly expounded by the Banner of Light newspaper, the lead-
ing organ of that section of 8piritualists in America.

On such premises as I have stated, serious misgivings arose,
and I had almost arrived at the conclusion that the whole of
the spiritual phenomena of the day was of Satanic origin.

With such Joubts and uncertainties I was for n considerable
time perplexed, but T began at Iast to discover that it did not
follow nau an essential necessity that because falsities and errurs
existed, all should be so.,

Like the experiences you have described as taking place with
vourself, being all of the most “ Christian, Seriptural, and loving
character,” such have been our experiences also, with few excep-
tions, the following being n sample of the goneral character of
those we have received, such as—*Search the Beriptures ; they
make wise unto salvation.” * You must depend on the Scri‘r
tures first.,”  © Believe in Jesus,”  *Jeaus, the way, the truth,
and life.””  “Love all men” “ Forget not the poor.” © Forgive
your enemies.”  And, in reply to & Protestant clergyman, the
following was written :—* (Give your heart to God ; be righteous,
temperate, honest; love your neighbour ss yourself; trust in
Christ ; this is what forms trus religion.”

Froni these communieations we do not find the intelligences
drawing or directing to themselves, but ouly to the Seriptures,
88 this source for spiritual enlightenment ; and the general tenor
being in accordance not only with the teachings of the Bible, but
with our own intnitions of trua and genuine religion.

Under sach cireumstances, how can it be inferred that those
eommuuieationa contd emanate from n demoniacul mource. We
might as well come to similar eonclusiona in reference Lo the
teachings propounded in the Christian Churches, and what
means have we to kuow the quality of the tree but by the fruit
it produces. Or eonkd we inagioe that from the unween world
Natan bus become un expounder of the highest morality, love,
sl benevolence ; upholding the testimony and anthority of the
Berwptures, and the supremacy of Christ.  Surely we may say
with tha sacred writings, if Satan Le divided agatust himself,
how eau bis kingdow stand ?

I cannot understand, therefore, why the writings of quondam
Unitarians, Pantheists, Atheists, and Deists, some of whom had
Leen converted to a belief in u supreme intelligence and a,
spiritual existence, and who framed and expounded their views
very much in accordanece with their preconceived ideas, and who
were, no doubt, in communication with an order of beings pos-
sessing similar affinities, why such should have outbalanced the
favourable testimony adduced of the “ Christian, Scriptural, and
loviug character—of your own experiences, together with similar
evidence by many of the most learned and enlightened of your
own countrymen, and that such should have led you to the con-
clusion, in the face of that testimony, that all spiritual manifes-
tations are of Satanic origin.

Iam {et an investigator in this most wonderful subject, that
spiritual beings cun and do communicate with mortals on earth,
and its nature and aims.  And I am open to conviction in refer-
ence thereto, on good and reasonable grounds ; but I must say,
from the testimony of facts, coming from the most truthful and
reliable sources, from private experiences, which are scarcely or
ever published or made known to the world, from your own
very valuable testiinony, also showing that good, of the most
Christian and moral character, is to be found by those who seek
it aright—{from such it appears unreasonable to set aside such
weighty testimony in favour, and receive that only as satisfac-
tory and conclusive which shows that evil is also mixed up, and
on such evidence come to the conclusion you have arrived at.

To me, and perhaps millions of others, the subject of Spirit-
ualism is one of the deepest and most vital importance, in refer-
ence to the right understanding of its origin and its aims. But
so far I feel thankful for the great privilege I enjoy in having 8
tangible and reasonable praof of the existence of a spiritual
state, and the confirnation from theuce of the great fundamental
prineiples of Chriatianit{ ; but, at tho same time it is well that
the phenomenashould always be watched and investigated in all
their developments, and errors and fulsities oxposed whenever and
wherever they exist; but to avoid a premature condemnation
on one-sided teatimony of an agency which is undoubtedly and
decidedly the enemy of the infidel philosophies of the age, and
which is'so well calculated to keep alive a faith in a spiritual
existence.

Should you kindly favour me with any further information
you may have acquired in referencoe to that subjeet since the
publieation of your very interesting work, which may throw
more light on the matter, you will confer a favour on—Yours,
very obediently,

Epwix 8. Lauper

To the Rev. W, Ker, Tipton.

32, Westmorland street, Dublin, Oct. 30, 1865,

CIRCULAR.

The Spiritunlists of Durlington have issued the following—
* Qur Religion is Love, tis tho noblest and purest—
And our Temple the Universo widest and surest,”

It is the apirit that quickoneth—the flesh profiteth nothing,”

Ar Darlington, on the twenty-sixth day of July, 1665, was
inaugurated the First Convontion of the above-nam
socioty.

T Puworean Onsuers wo have in view, are, as an asso-
oiation, to meet once a year, or oftenor, if it Lo deemed
desirable, for the purpose of social communion, inter-
chango of sentimont or opinion; to record und catalogu®
our united oxporiences, and the progress which Spirtu-
alism is making in and around us; to devise means for
propagating and diffusing among our follow men an
women the principles and soul-saving truths of this divin®
philosophy, by the distribution of thoe bost tracts and books
wo havo upon tho subjoct, and tho delivery throughout the
kingdom of lecturos by porsons of approved charactor an
ability.

Tut; SecoNp (Gexurar CoNvention is appointed by
common consent, to be held on a duy to be nawed horeafter
in the last wook of July, 1866, in the town of Newcastle-
ou-Tyno ; duo uotico of which will bo givon, and to, which
all spiritual frionds aro respeetfully and enrnestly invited.

ALL Seirrtuanists aro most affectionatoly solicited 0
juin our association, by the simple and eagy process O
forwarding their names and addresses to the undersigned
Secrotary ; and donations, subscriptions, (the ¢ Sinews ©
War,”) or books (curringe free), to our Treasurer, Mr.
Josoph Dixon, of Bondgate, Darlington, who will thank-
fully receive and acknowledge the same.

Tue Present Prosiorers have no other objects or end
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in view, so far as they aro individually concerned, but tho
eternal welfare of mankind, the glory of God, in the most
enlarged scnse of the expression, and socially, morally, and
religiously, the regeneration, sanctification, and rodemp-
tion of the whole Iluman Family.

By authority, Dr. Hver Sr. Cramr McLrob,
Nuvwecastle, September, 1865. Sccrotary.

N.B.~Enquirers are kindly informed concerning o few
of those things which Spiritualism teaches : —

1. That the spirit is the real man, tho body only its
physical envelopment during this initiatory, or eaterpillar
state of man’s existonce. That, as a caterpillar, passing
through the chrysolid state, puts forth the perfect form an

all the limbs of the butterily, which naturalists toll us were

all wrapped up in the caterpillar; so, the spirit stepping
out of the body, stands revealed to the spiritual-worl
a perfoct man, or woman—perfect in all the powers and
members of man. That he steps into no shadowy, or sky,
region, but into an actual world, with its woods, rivers,

een fields, mountains, cities and various employments of

ife, as on earth, but in a more vivid and real status.

2. That there is no such thing as death; it is but a name
8iven to the issue of the soul from the body. ¢ That
Wwhich thou sowest is not that body which shall be. There
18 a natural, and there is a spiritual body " (8t. Paul).
The spirit-man is perfect spirit-man, and goes to his placo
1n the “ many mansions,” and here, in the body, men and
women choose, for themselves, by their conduct genorally,
the “mansion ” they would prefer, and to which they will
assuredly go—By preference. This point will be botter
Understood by those who choose to study and enlargo their

nowledge of spiritual matters.

3. That there is no such place as Hell—as it is %opulm'ly
Preached and understood; but places of PROGRESSION,
which truly are full of torment of various kinds—according
t) the deeds done ¥n the body. The word purgatory conveys
the iden of such places, whero the souls of the abandoned

ere) the murderer, adulterer, sedunecor, the cruel, lying,

Ypocritical, &e., go to expiate their offences, and so to speak,
learn Letter things when they will receive promotion to a

appier and higher sphere ; though what torm it may take
% do this expiation, God only knows! and thus it is infi-
bitely preferable for us all to despise everything in our
Present state, excopt virtus alone. Those who sin in igno-
Yance, will assuredly be forgiven. Spiritualism teaches,
In this regard, a succession of spheres and stages ; a succoes-
Yon of regions of abode on the great journey towards the
%ntral heaven of God.

4. That there is a communion of saints and a beset-
Mont of devils, evil spirits. ** Millions of spirits walk the
*arth unseen, both when we wake and when wo sleep;”

ut thank God! we all have the powor to choose our own
Sompany; at every hour, every moment that modiums sit
down to o séance, there is a pressing leveé of spirits. It is
Dot that Spiritualism brings or evokes them, it is that they
re ever there, in our streets, our fields, houses, bedrooms,
%orkrooms, churches and chapels. If our spiritual eyes
%ould be opened suddonly, it would bo a sight more as-
Yunding tﬁtm that which the prophet at Bamaria dis-
Played to the army of tho Syrians. This is one of the
Breatost facts which Spiritualism teaches. Itis thus that
%o have the blissful communion of departed saints, and of
8uch saints us nevor had their niche in any ecclosiastio
“alendar,  Saints of our own lineage and family; saints of
UUr early friends, doparted in the youthful bloom and
ardour of affection ; saints of children whom we cradled and
Qursed, hut whom God took softly from our cnfolding
Tms, and who now watch over us with the love wo sent
¥ith them, fresh dipped in the warmest fountains of the

¥ine. Baints of e}der friends whom we knew in our
Youth, and whom we reveronced; saints, by scores, for-
ROtten, at the moment,in our long busy pilgrimage, but
¥ho now start up, with familiar voices, and recal lovely

€Morigg, making us foel how infinitely rich in love, and
wld"l)"ﬁprending soul-alliance is that infinite world—
a.bl‘”'ﬁ*—t:hough dogs and sorcerers, aud other abomin-
o8 haunt its threshold, all within lie the meesureless
0y realms of beauty and poace.

5. No fear of Doath—hence purity of lifo and thought,
tho result of tho constant presence and observation of the
angels; tho obvious and general sensuality and profligacy
from the absence of this consciousness.

6. And Finally—Spiritualism teaches a system of reli-
gious truths—based upon the Gtospol of Jesus Christ, and
aflirmed afrosh by spiritual ministries to this common-
place ago. It is now illustrating and making known to us
the laws and conditions of man’s mental and soul life of
angelic and spiritual existences, and is opening up new
glorious and intoresting regions of discovery, and that Spi-
ritualism in its logitimate action does this, we appeal to
thousands who have mentally and morally benefitted by it.
Why then should the timid Churches foar and tremble ?
Why should good men fear its approach, and call out
“Demonology!” and run away? 1t is the ev? only who
need fear; and blessed are thoy who hoar, see, and be-
lieve ;* but thrice blessed they who have not seen and yet
believe. Itsorves to devolopo the normal capabilities of the
mind, to purify the natural affections, to rationalize our views
of religion, nature and God, to quicken the soul’s aspira-
tions after a higher lifs, ennobling the whole character.

7. Bpiritualism teaches the most delightful truths, which
should be thrico welcome to all good Christian souls. It
has converted thousands from gross infidelity. It will
curo millions of involuntary somi-scepticism. It will render
a future existonce real to the wholo human race. It will
re-invigorato evory great roligious and moral truth, hereto-
fore rovealed to mankind. It will intensify all the sub-
lime motives—all the sublime feelings that urge human
nature on to a heavenly destiny. It will advance from
step to step of demonstration till death shall bo disarmed
of all its torrors. It will usher in a new era of Faith,
Hope, and Charity. It will bind us closer in love to one
anothor, and ultimately bring us all home to the bosom of
our Father and our Gog.

wrmn—

DIREOTIONS HOW ENQUIRERS ARE TO
COMMENCE THE STUDY OF SPIRITUALISM.
By Apivy Barvrov.

1. Be not ashamed, nor afraid, nor unwilling to em-
braco truth come whence or kow it may.

2. Rospect your own seunses and judgment enough te
trust them deoently.

3. Procuro all the relinble testimony you can, in print
and otherwise, concerning Spirit-Manifestntions, ancient
and modern, weigh it doliberately at home, axd bo in no
hasto to examine casos, until you have good opportunities ;
then improve them.

4. Hold no sittings with a Medium whom you believe
mornlly capable of deception or trick.  Confide or refrain.

6. Havo fow persons presont, and none but eandid,
sensible, and WellI behaved ones.

6. Be serious, deliborato, frank, and unaffected ; propose
what tests you pleaso, and abstain from all pettifoggin
lawyerism, pertinacity, and ovor-urgency ; bo content wit
such developments as come froely, and sot everything down
for what it 1s worth. You may desire much, and get very
little. Remomber you aro not required to give credit for
more than you receive, nor to take chafl' for wheat.

7. Tako caro not to overtax the nervous energy of the
Modium by long sittings, or unduo excitement. Keop an
even mind.

8. Take notes of all important phonomena and incidents.

9. Accept or roject, or hold in doubt, what purports to
come from departod spirits, for what would bo sufficient
reasons if the same camo from spirits in tho flosh. This
must be the standing rule.

10, Treat all porsons concerned—whethor departed or
un-departed spirits, a8 enjoined in the golden rule, and if
there be evil, overcome- it with good. e uniformly just,
considerats and kind.

Presipent, Mr, John Hodge, Darlington. Trrasursr, Mr. Josaph
Dixon, Darlington, Srcwsrary, Dr. H. St Clair _McLeud_, Neweastle-
on-Tyne. CowMiTree, The Members of the Fimt Convention,

* See Tracts on Spiritualisim, by William Howitt (from which the abesy
is chiefly compiled). Pitman: London,
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GOD'S PRESENCE.*
By J. . PoweLL.

To Thee, oh lod | we raise our eyes,
And humbly praise Thy name—

Yor Thou dost fil] the carth and skies
With Love's immertal flame,

Where can we turn to "scape Thy glance,
O’er distant lands and seas ?

Tho' pierced by Sin’s swift-pointed lance,
We bow to Thy decrees,

The morning sun—the birds that sing,
The truant zephyrs mild,

Inspired hy praise, proclaim Thee King,
With voices undefil’d.

The mountains, forests, rocks, and pliins,
Obey Thy regal sway ;

W hile changing seasons, winds, and rains,
Thy majesty display.

‘Thy merciea, Lord, are like the dew,
Shower’d upon the flowers

Thy goodness comes each day anew,
Like Morn's delicious hours.

‘Teach us to praise Thee as we ought—
'T'o live our life in Truth—

To know that Thou art found when sought,
Possess’d with heavenly ruth.

Each hour we live, we feel how frail,
ncertain, insecure,

Are works of men—which crumble—fail,
While Time and Death endure.

We look sround and seo Thy smile,
Like sunlight everywhero—

We feel Thy presence fice from guile,
And bow in grateful prayer,

SPIRIT-MESSAGE. No. 2.
Through the mediumship of Jessix.

{Addressed to a Little Boy.)

I am come, Come here.  * The spirit and the voice sny, come,” It
is to you | am come to speak this night. Tarry not, but come. The
warld would hold you back ; break from its bonds. Come forth ; break
from the net that is being east over you. kere are many (spirits) waiting
to lead you onward, Resist them not,  Your future welfure depends on
your choice now. There are two paths open before you, Choose, One
puth looks full of beautiful flowers, whose fragrance is delicious. You
would like to tread this path, but there in end to it. [t looks pieasant,
There souls beckon you onwards. But what are they? They are the
Will-o’-the-wisps of mankind, They strew upon the path attractive
besuties to ensnare you.

There is another path; crooked, rugged, and full of flints, Where
does that path lead to? If you are dutiful, and press on, it will lead
you to happiness. But you cannot expect to press along this narrow path
without your feet heing cut with the flints upon which you tread. But
each cut yon receive will he, us it were, a lesaon you must learn, and as
you step over each flint, though it eut you, it neverthelees becomes the
slepping-stone to your progress. In this path you will find many thiugs
displeasing to you, You may even meet aerpents, but they cannot coll
uround you unawares, 15 yoo are cautious, and will heed them not, they
vannot sting you.  But in the path 1 described first, which to the eye
lyoks 30 beutiful, there venomous serpents lie hidden, ready to fascinate
Jie traveller, at the moment he is ecxutting in the seeming beauty around
him, Ho bewary, and press slong the narrow path, Never mind the
flints, What If the skin of your feet ge's cut 7 Your heart will gain
strength, Yo cannot tread securely this difficult path without nesistance,
therefore you must sek God to nesist you,  Step finmly, fuithfully, and
teustfully. and He will guidv yon up the nurrow, flinty pathway leading
to Himaelf, sud you will be as a light set forth to lead others upwards,

{TLe medium, turning to the reporter, said)—

Your path has been biiaty. You have seen that light,  Pray that it
may »o shine on the pathway of him that shall follow after, Pray in
fuith,  Thete is 4 battie to Aght; there mnst Lo noldiers to fight it.  Go

forth; hesd not the encmies oppressing you.  Put on the holy armour of

God, and you will be secure,  You are needed.  You will atand forward,
and your preastplate will shine brighter atter the battle, 1leed not the
sneers and jeers of sceptics.  They cannot dim the lastre of your breast-
plate, because 1t s overlaid with God%s love, and the more it {s fought
against, the more it wiil shine.  Fear nothing.  There never wus a batile
fought like the vne eoming on poW. It needs soldiers firm and true,
Such soldiers God will proside. | would that 1 could speak more
cleutly, but with God's help and blessing 1 will come wgain and tell you
more.

* Fiom * Life Incidents and Poctic Pictures,” ‘I'riilbner and Ce.,
60, Paternoster-row,

A WORD FROM THE SPIRIT OF THEODORE PARKER.

Turoveu rue MEproMsiir or W, A. IDANSKIN.

Turovors Parker from the morning land, brings flowers fresh with the
dews of heaven to shed their fragrance upon the hearts and minds of men.

When I dwelt on carth my lahours scemed marked out for me. To
take down the scaffolding of superstition whieh had been built up around
the temple of truth; to tear away the cvils which pricstly cunning had
hung up hetween tho eyes of the people and the one true God; to rend
asunder the shackles with which ignorance had hound the free thoughts of
men, Such was my mission ; and with fearless heart and honest purpose I
brought the energy of a strong will to the task. While thus employed,
no angry feelings filled my breast ; while I destroyed the idol, my sou
yearned with lovetoward the blinded worshipper of the fallacious god.
Showing the impoteney of the object of his adoration,displaying the hideous-
ness of that which he deemed the perfection of loveliness, 1lied him to seck s
wore divine master, to look in brighter realms for a God that he could
worship without fear, and appronch without trembling, T'his was my
work. I did not draw in the thought which some gave forth of a reopen-
ing the paths hetween the visible and the unscen worlds. Uncertainty
seemed to surround those who claimed to be its exponents ; therefore it
did not come to me with that force and beauty with which now it comes.
Standing, as I do, within a heme where cvery stream breathes music from
its rippling eddies, where every bird grows voeal with praises to the
Infinite One, I now fecl within the inmost centre of the fount of feeling
an intense desire to have all men know that the avenues of thought aré
open wide between the dwellers of the interior and those of the external
life,

To this fact—this great fact—for In it lies more of beauty and grandeur
than hath yet been conceived hy mortal, I wish to bear witness, as I this
day impress my thoughts upon an instrument attuned by angel fingers; I
have listened with deep interest to the many eulogies which have been 80
eloquently spoken ; to the many loving testimonies which have been 80
frecly given as to the purity of my eurth-life, the extent of my scholastic
acqnirements, the earniest jzeal which I exhibited in every cause that
enlisted my sympathies ; and my soul has been exalted by the manly
freedom, with which my demost friends have referred to the defectdy
while they blazoned in colours all too bright, the excllencies of my
charncter. I have hovered o'er their heads, have stood within their
homes, have mingled in their nssemblages, and then have I felt how sub-
limely grand wns that manifestation of'tho tencher Jesug, when his body
having heen nailed upon o eross and laid in a sepulchre his spirit was
scen in the midst of His triends, not only giving comfort to their afflics
tion, but demaonstrating by Iis presence 11is great central doetrine, ** the
resurrection und the lite,”” What joy would be mine could I walk among
you once more, and with spirit-voico tell of the glories of the hright lan
where now I dwell, give expression to the deep-toned love 1 feel for the
dear oncs who I have left awhile to linger on the outer shore, an
speak in kindly words to those who, misunderstanding my purpose, o
failing to comprehend my views, have stood in the pulpit, or on the pist-
form, apparently my enemies.  Inow can feel how greata boon to humad
life and love it is, this blending of thought across the grave, I now ¢an
see, with mental vision bright and clear, that clevation of the race Wl
come; not through warfure, even for the holiest cause; not through con”
troversial discussion even of the most profound doetrines taught bY
theologic lore; not through scientific dogmatism ; not through classi®
scholarship ; not through historic 1esearch ; not one nor all of these ¢a%
draw the thoughts of man from earth. They bind him closer to M8
cluyey idols. ‘T'hey hold him in their firmer grasp more closely boun
below. They give zest and varicty to the pursuits of the lower life:
They give mun consequence among his fellows, and thereby fill his mi»
with arrogance and self-estcem.  'I'bus they hold him to the surface ©
the little globe on which ho stands, and, by the force of an immutable
law, prevent his rising.

Attraction ever asserts its power, and the man whose acquirements are
of the earth, clings to that sphere in which they can be hest displayets
and will be most fully understood and rewnrded. ~ But when the influencé
of the angelic host iy felt; when the avenues are widened end the
channels are deepened through which thought can descend from 1P
celostinl home ; when man can foel the breath of the loved ones Whe
have passed from his sight like gentie zephyrs wafted o’cr his brow; whed
the tones of angelic voices come like the distant music of JAolian harp%
filling the ear with sweetest melodies ; when beautcous scenes of spirit”
life do greet Tus quickened visfon, then will the soul leap for joy. then
will the uspirations tor the higher fluw in spiral waves from the lowlics!
child of earth to the Omnipotent Ruler of the heavens; then will man ns?
in his divine humanity, and claim his birthright with his brethen of ‘,h”
skics, No longer o weary delver in the dark workshops of earth, he wilh
on wings of thought, pass into the ethereal realin, and thero gathet 1V
strength and vigour while contemplating the unspeakable grandeur of!h‘.
home which is eternal,  He will then leurn that the lubours of enrth 87
hut awunkeners of hin dormant faculties, that the trinls of earth sre b“.
the quickeners of hin intellectual powers, thut the pleasures of earth "";
but the shudowy foretasto of the joys that nwait him. e will then B0
turn with disgust trom thoe muterulities which surround him, but, under
standing their uses,will gratefully neeept whatever experiences atten his
earthly pilgrimage, -

Lo alf the past the power of Jehoval has been felt and feared ; in ¢
coming future the love und wisdom of the Father will be seen #¥
acknowl dged. d

W hile man deems his onrih-lifo but a terin of probation, to be followe
by apeedy judgment and sentence, that may consign him to endiess 5".’
wfernal torture, we do not wonder that he lovks with drend upon lf:s
judge, and with fear and trembling to the doom which, perhaps, ’F“""v
fim,  But when the tri.la of earth aro known to be only the pritné’s
leasans of the immortal spirit ; when, like the curthworm, which dra®
noursghment from the leaf on which it crawls, only to give vitality #%¢
beauty to the etheresl flutteior thut wings its way anong the Howerss
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earth-life is used to bring into activity and blend into harmony all the
many faculties with which man has been endowed, then will fear vanish;
perfect love will be the inmate of his bosom; and, like the birdling, which,
when ignorant of its powers, made timid flight of limited extent, but,
Wiser grown, sonrs high into the Llue empyrean, caroling songs of praise,
his outgushing tribute to the creative power, so will man rise, with aspi-
ration strong, to revel amid the golden glories of the morning land.

But not by miraculous interposition, not by solemn rites nor gaudy
$pectacles, not by pompous ceremonials nor unmeaning professious will
nian arise.  This can only come from the direct action of divine law,
The swme force that binds man to earth-life lifts him into the heavens,
Attraction is the unversal lnw of nature, and when man rests his thoughts
above the grosser world, the magnetic currents from his brain ascend and
meet the flow of angelic thought which ever streams in living radiance
from the celestial home. The brightest angel in the home of love cavnot,
however, penetrate with his thought-essence that mind whose nction lies
within the basic portion of the brain, where only lower aims are cherished,
where the acquisitive or the sensual organs only are brought into exercise,
the spiritual faculties of the man lie dormant, and consequently imprac-
ticable to the descending influence. The law asserts its power. The
man grows strong for the time in the sphere of his material labours, but
the hour comes when earthly pabulum will not eustain immortal life,
when the indwelling spirit must seck its food in other fields; then, with
vigoraus effort, it awakenas the inert functions of the brain. As the newly
droused organs are brought into activity, scintillations, as it were, of
light are projected into the atmosphere above the superior portions of the
Cerebral structure, and, being more subtle, more refined than the sur-
roundiny air, rise into the regions beyond, and there, as shining harbingers,
are welcomed by those who are ever prompt to impart that knowledge
which has been transmitted to themselves. These mental emanations
from mortals are distinetly visible to spirits, and, like the electric spark
which clicks into the ear of the telegraphist the wants of some distant
one, 3o do these glistening thought-sparks carry to the dwellers of the
tlernal Jand the desire of the piigrim below for knowledge of that home
to which he is hastening, for knowledge of that God from whose creative

and he came. Man lives but in his thought, and thus do angels live,
Thought answers thought, and from the radiant heights descend tho
currents of mugnetic tire, which, falling upon the more sensitive brain,
Implant rich, glowing images of spitit-life. 'T'his chain once formed,
With overy fink complete, is the bright ladder which the ancient Hebrew
w with angels passing to and {ro, descending and ascending hetween
the heavens and the earth ; and Jacob’s dream was but a prophecy of that
*hich now ix fact.

Not by miracle, not by special interposition of the Divine will, hut by
the unceusing action of this constituent principle of Deity, by the force
Ot this immutable law of attraction, which is ever drawing the wenker
unto the stronger, the lower unto the higher, and with resistless power is
¢ver moulding in forms of beauty the crude material which nature offers
to her God fur the adurnment of that vast temple of the Infinite—illimit-
able space,

VOUDOUISM,

(From the Religio-Philosophical Journal.)

Vaoupou spells, tricks, enchantments and sorceries are as preva-
leut in New Orleans aa frogs in a western morass, The thing
that goes by that name is a vestige of ancient African Fetishism
and the so-called “ disbolical ” Obi worship of the suun{ land,
and it conaists in compacts between embodied persons and other
lutelligences, invisible, but powerful, whom some wise people
assert to be the devil and his angels, but whom other people
aflirm to be disembodied human spirits ; but, whatever be the
Teal facts as to the origin of Voudouism, certain it is that moat
&stonishing things are performed by its votaries, and eflects pro-
uced, mainly of a malignant nature, of 8o wonderful a character
83 to challenge the most serious and earnest attention of the
Wisest and best in the entire community in the midst of which
s very strange antics are played.
All dark races are more or less spiritual, and the degree
thereof depends, of course, upon their moral and iuteHectual
- Culture, If a people, or person, is of plain No. 1 in point of cul-
Uvation, refinement (or grossuess), and mental power, as a
Matter of course, their or Eis spiritual affinities will correspond ;
etce it ja no wonder that the negroes have attracted to them-
Solves gpirits in unison with themselves, and whose delight it is
o deal in the black art or black magic. In New Orleans thero
Are thousands of believers in this thing, not all of whom are
¢ither coloured, iguorant, or peor, for secretly there are hundreds
of wealthy aud white, and worldly-wise men and women who do
ot seruple on the score of conscience to avail themselves of the
aid which it unquestionably affords them to carry out their
chemes, which usually lay in the direction of love, money, or
Tevenge, The Voudous have tribes or families, at the head of
ach of which there is a queen, and over all a suprems queen or
®mpress, with the latter of whom I am personally acquainted,
3ud some of whose revelations in regard to the matter 1 propose
Tecoive and tranwmit to you at an early day.

. The rationale of the whole matter is, as might bp expected,
Mmply maguetic and spiritual. B loves A, and is rejected by or
anuot approach her, whereupon B goes to a “ Boubow,” C, who

. ¥xacts al] the money that B can muster—often to the tune of

Yhousands - which being  paid, she, C, immediately calls a
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council of from ten to fifty of the fraternity, and a grand supper
and dance is forthwith on the tapis, and during that dance, or
Orgie Delphic Ridivivus, the spe{l is worked by means of which
B carries his point with A, and A finds herself suddenly beset
with the most diabolical infestations; she makes Lerself obnoxious
to all her other lovers, and it ugually ends in her utter subjuga-
tion to the will of B. Do not think I am romancing, for these
things are verifiable here by hundreda of persons, and I have
seon more than one case of its successful action with my own
eyes, and publicly lectured on it, said lecture being attended by
three of the leading Voudous of Louisiana.

Gathered round an obscurely-lighted room, in the centre of
which is a table sumptuously spread, the weird sisters dance and
whirl, slowly at first, and then faster and more furiously, as I
have often seen the dervishes do in Africa, until a wild and ter-
rible madness seizes upon them, and they lose all respect,
decency, and self-command, and a scene too abominable for
description ensues, during the whole of which they invoke the
aid of Voud—i.e. Astarte ] Dagen t Moloch 7—and they implore
whatever aid they want at his hands, In the midst of this orgie
the food on the table is often removed, as if eaten, but not by
mortal or visible consumers ; and an audible voice promises to
help them, and from that moment the victim, asleep or awake, i
continually infested, harrassed, and troubled, until longer resist-
ance is impossible, and another victim iz added to the thousands
already gone before. Spirits beset them day and night, nor can
the spells be easily shaken off.

Revenge is obtained by spells (maguetic) that look puerile, but
are really far from it.

The hell-broth of Shakspeare's Macbeth is an absolute fact to-
day in New Orleans, and nothing is more common than for those
who have offended the fraternity to find their doorsteps smeared
with some damnable compound of pepper and salt, ordure and
vinegar, snakes’ heads and live lizards, red beans and broken
needles, which are supposed to exert a baneful influence on
intended victims,

In a love or revenge case, they resort to a singular practice,
that of filling your bed or pillow with curiously-wrought wreaths
and woven rolls of feathers, bits of coffins, and dead children’s
bones (easily obtained here, where no one is buried in the ground
but in little cells above it), all of which are not only thought to,
but actually do exert a wonderfully disturbing magnetic power
over you, so great that you can scarce get a wink of sleep for
weoks together, as T know to my cost, and by my own personal
experience, Of course, these low spiritual effects can be coun-
teracted by resorting to higher sgiritu&l aid, but in no other
way. At first the victin succumbas, and visibly becomes ema-
cinted, until higher powers are invoked, whereupon he is sur-
rounded by a wall of fire, utterly impregnable to low assaults,
and impassable to the infesting forces of Astarte, or Voud.

A. H., the *“ Empress ” of the fraternity, promises to recount
her experience to me, and you shall have it ; thrilling it must
be, trus beyond a doubt. Lovers go to them, and purchase
charmed rings, which, when worn by the recipient, exert a very
Fowerful magnetic influence, through which and by which the

over is enabled to exert a strong subduing force ; nor will it do.
to lnugh at this, for it occurs here daily. More anon, .
P. B. R.
New Orleans, Sept. 4, 1865.

PROPHECY REGARDING THE FIRST FRENCH
REVOLUTION

Of Seth Darwin, a Quaker, in the Reign of Charles I, and
Author-of Many Strange and Wonderful Prophecies,

Tius fair kingdom travaileth with sore travail ; but as a woman
bringeth forth with sore pain, so are kingdoms regenerated with
toil and trouble. There must be many births among us before.
perfection cometh. For, lo! wisdom is tardy, and when she
fully comes, she shall not be long tarrying ; because when you
behold the tide at full it pauseth bat a short season, and neither
sun nor seasons stand still.  All things change ;. yea, men's
minds change more than all things, and they who are most
blind and the greatest encruies to truth, shall, amongst our pos-
terity, become the grand restorers of it. Our neighbour king-
dow of France is now at peace, but before the death of the next
hundred years she shall be in travail, and bring forth such
plagues that the like has not been known in the latter ages of
the world. Iu those days the life of man shull be valued at
naught, and men shall see truth and own it, but belie it in their
deeds ; and their band shall be upon all the world, and all the
worlit upou them ; and their fashion shall prevail over all the
wost,”

This was spoken before a magistrate, before whom he was
taken, for going naked up from the waist, into a church, It was.
committed to writing by the clerk, and a copy of it given to the
publisher by the Rev. John Wesley iu 1750,
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NOTICE.
CONFERENCE OF SPIRITU-
ALISTS, will take placeat theSpiritual

Lyccum on Sunday Evening, November 12th,

18635, at 7 o’clock.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Gorresronnrnrawill pleaseto writo legibly on
aneside of the paper only, and as concisely as
possible. Tfthis rule is not ohserved we may
be compelled to reject oven valuable com-
positions,

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &¢. We wish ta
give as many facts as our space will admit.
Correspondents should allow their names and
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from ull suspicion.

Misz Esxma Hanroiver's Address is-—Manor
House, 7, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea. At home
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 till 5.

Panties interested in Spiritualism, and wishing
tn extend information on the subject amongst
infguirers, may receire some copies of the
¢ Bpirtual Magazine," free of charge, by ad-
%reésing Mz, Tesn, 24, Park-road, Dalston,

Jonw Mursay Sprar has returned to his old
address—146, Albany-street, Regent’s-park,
where he will be glad to receive visitors, as
usual.

SCALE OF CHARGES FUR ADVER.
TISEMENTS,
Two lines and under, 24,3 every additional
‘ine, 34.; a roduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr, J. H, Powell, Spiritval
Times Office, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Adveriistinents for insertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning.

To Tux Tuave.~Tho Spiritunl Times is pub-
lished at Ten o'elack on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street,
Oxnford-#t, and by Job Candwell, 338, Strand

Comerarnts have reached us that the Spiritwal
Times does not slwavs tind its way to country
subscribers. Those who have difficulty
should send to us at the office 14, Newnian
Street, Oxford Street, W,, and weo will for-
ward jt direct through the post, Subscribers
taking four copies can havethem post free,
by remitting 8s. 8d. per quarter, |

FHE “SPIRITUAL TIMES " BY POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual

Times, packets will be sent direct from the Office

post free to any part of the United Kingdom,

hy remitting, in advance, as under ;——

Copies. Woeks, Weeks. Wecks.
1, 3d.,0rfor 13, 3e.3d. 26, 6s.6d. 52 13s.
3, 5dy, w 88,84, ,, 10s8d, ,, 2is,
3, 6dy, 4 4, OmM ,, 1360d. ., 26,
6 1., 13804, 26804, ,, 525

Post Office Orders must be made payableto Mr,
J. H. Powell, atths Post Office, Rathbane-pl,

Now ready. In one volume, Demy 8ve,,
Post free, price 7s.Gd.
Q;UI’RAJ\IUNDANE FACTS, IN
YJ THE LIFE OF J1. B. FERGUSON
Including twenty years' obuervation of Preter-
Natural Phenonens,

Edited by T. L. Nicuows, M.D., suthor of
* Forty Years of Ametiean Life,” ** Bingraphy
of the Brothers Davenport,” &e., &¢.

This hook containg the personal experi-
ences of Mr Farguson. and his ohservations,
during twenty yoears, under favourable eircum.
stances, and over a wide runge of temritory, of
very remarkable pbhenomens, from the most
striking physieal, to the higher forms of paychi-
cal or spiritual, manifestationn. It will alug
presant, from the eopious recurds of Mr. Fere
guson, specimens of wisdom end hilosophy
given from the interior, and many gcts orally
related. Fhe work of the editor will he the
selection and the arrangement of the records
furnished him, and the orderly navestion of
the facts, und hs has renson to believe that no
work of the present time containe accounis
of more remarkahle, varied and important
phenomens than will be found in this volume,

All orders to be gent to Mr, J, H. Powert,

Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman street,
Oxford -street, W,

Now Ready,
In ane Vol, well hound, Post free, price, §s.
Triibner & Co., 60, Paternoster-row,

IFTE INCIDENTS AND POETIC
PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL.
This work contains an account of the
Author's remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism
and Spiritunlism, together with a judicious
selection from his Poems.
May be obtained of the Author, SpinitvaL
Lycxuw, 14, Newman Street Oxford Street, W.

————

From the Examiner.

There are some curious details in his account
of his life—~good, because genuine transeripts of
experience.

From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1865.

‘Replete with interest . . . Will be found
bothinstructiveandamusing . . . The ** Poetie
Pictures *’ contain many passages of sterling
merit,

From the Illustrated London News,

Mr. Powell’s verse is better than his prose,
Tho former is sometimes really vigorous, grace-
ful and pathetic; the latter is nearly always
loose and pretentious.

From the Morning Star.

An interesting, and, in many respects, a
mournful book. . . . Mr. Powell’s prose is very
readable.

From the Illustratod Times.
Mr. Powell is, we are inelined to think, a
thoroughly honest fellow, not without chivalry,
but decidedly without eny sense of humour,

From the Reasoner,

The book is undoubtedly a true picture of
events in the author’s carcer, and leaves the
impression of honesty and simplicity on hia
part.

From the “ [{lustrnted News of the World.”

The narrative is a sad but striking picture of
the difficuitios which besot the poor man who
attompts o literary life. Tho poems sre short,
and from the circumstances under which they are
written may be vonsidured to possess real merit,

From the ** British Standard.”

His lifo has been one of ups and downs and
locomotion—~one of prosperity and adversity—
disappointments and triumpha, He is unques-
tionably & man of geniue, considerably culti-
vated, and he possesses o lurge sinount of general
knowledge.

From the * Christian World,”

Mr. Powell, through all his trinls and heart-
struggles, has prescrved faith in God, Christ,
and Immortality ; and the drifts of this world's
sorrows have not blinded him to the sublimities
of life, Let him, by all moans, go forward in
his efforts, neither extravagantly eluted by
praise, nor depressed by dispruise, Ie may
never heeome a Poet-Laureato, but ho will wiite
true Poetry, nevertheless,

From the Spiritual Magazine,

An honest, brave heart and ardent tempera-
ment scems to have carried him  through
struggles and misfortunes under which a weaker
nature, or 4 less buoyant and hopetul disposi-
tian would have sunk. , . his hook will
interest many resders, and we hope its author
will have no reason to regret its publication.

From the News of the World,

It illustrates forcibly the difficulty experi.
enced in what is eallod “getting on in the
world,” and some of the Incidents are not a
little interesting.

From the Author of I“ l"ofly yeurs of Awmerican
JH.U. '

I have rend every line of your * Life
Incidentsy” and I like the book, so far as
I have read,—~tho prose wortion—very much
and almest entirely.  There is a simple
honesty in your description of your life ‘struggle,
which is truly pathetic, and which cannot fail to
find & wide sympathy,

From the Author af * Tangles and Tales,”

Your book will, I think, be a sucoess, if it
gets into the right quarters. It is very nicely
got up and printed, and the “Life Incidenty'* are
thronghout  highly iuteresting and  often
pathetie,
N IS8 D. COGMAN’'S SKANCES.
PR Misg Cogman will hold séances at her

resi-h-??e, 22, New Road, Commercial Road, E.,
every Taesdny and Wedueaday, from 2 p m, to

10 pom.

Price, 3s. 6d. Post free, 4a.
NCIDENTS IN MY LIFE, by
D. D. HOME, neatly bound. A fe¥
Copies of this admirable Work may be had at
the Seirirvar Lrceom, 14, Newman Street,
Oxford Streot, W,

ARLINGTON. — DR. McLEOD

of Newcastle-on-Tyne will Lecture

in the MECHANIC'S HALL on the

Evenings of November 21at and 22nd.
Subject—* Moprry SpirrTvarnism.”

MR. AND MRS. WALLACE
beg to announce that they have taken
tho Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-
street, for a serios of Friday Fvening Séanced
to commence at 8 o‘clock.
Admission 1a.

Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence.

«\\7IAT SPIRITUALISM HAS8
TAUGHT.” Reprinted from the
Spiritual Magasine, may be had at the Spintus
Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W.
This pamphlet is one of the most vigoroud
of Mr. ﬁowilt‘s numerous writings on Spiritual®
jsm. Itisin every way suitable for circulﬂ:")’“_'

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS.

0. 1.—NICODEMIANS AND
THOMASIANS, by WiLLiam How1¥T
No. 2.—SPIRITUALISM IN HARMONY
WITH SCIENCE, by Dr.J. B, Fereuso¥:
No. 3.—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION
SPIRITUALISM, by Oxe op Turd-
seLves. Now ready. Price Threepencé:
An assortment of the above, with others, I8,

JPIRITUALISM; ITS FAO'I‘SAN‘D
PIIASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-

periences, and Fac-Similos of Spirit-Writinks
by J. II, Powell. |

As an individual contribution to the gene!?
mass of testimony on this great topic of th¢
ago, it is very valuable,~ William Howitl.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers
received to quories are remarkable, and a#
is ovidently n truthful writer, we cannot 4°
otherwise thun advise the public to consult th*
work. * ® * Many persons will read M™
Powell's narrative with interest, for it has 1
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigom‘i’
language.~Pubtic Opinion, March 12th, 1864

The sam of the matter is, that if one hus &
n curiosity to know what Spiritunlism is, 81
what it actually aims at, he will gain a be"*’.
and cloarer view of it from Mr, Powoll's volum®
than from any other that has yet been publishe ;
not_even excepting that of the great apost’e
modium, Mr. Home himself.—Caledonian M7
cury, March 12, 1864, 1

This is the fourth book that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, 815
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most 807
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity
with which the sabject is presented, an stis
nature of thefacts orussumptions with wh‘mh’ is
crammed from first to lnat. ¢ * * 7T he’ew
much, very much to excite thought, whether
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry ¥ 'y
no means the contemptible thing that M i
peoplo wish to consider it. 1t deals with
loged facts, which,if true, nre astounding i “““ !
if false, still they nre ohjects of interests “r a
thoy ought to be disposed of.— British Standurds
March 18th, 1864,

T'o be had of the Author at the Lyceutle

. . Frice s, postfree. . .

Q LPHABETS FOR BEANOE&
TWOPENCE EACIH, to he had at th
Lyceum,

he
he

A fow co.i'{é's of .
DIN BALLOU'S M(mnld\{
Spirit-Manifestations, published &

1s. 6d.  May be had at the Spiritnd
Liycoum, 18 ench. Postfree ls. 2d.

This Work contains an ad.mirab"e
Preface of 48 pp., and an Appendix ©
pp- hy the Enghsh Editor.
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