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SPIRITUAL TIMES
A WEEKLY ORGAN DEVOTED TO THE FACTS, PHILOSOPHY, AND 

PRACTICAL USES OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM

W E H OLD T H A T  GOD IS OUK F A T H E R , H A N  OUR BROTH ER, IM M O R T A L IT Y  O U R  D E S T IN Y

Prove all things, hold fast that which Is good.” | "The life that now Is shapesthe life that Is to be.

SATU RDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1865. P r ic e  2d.No. 8 4 ,  V o l . II .

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
** not only with the semblances, hut the positive evidences o f  eternal existence, 
causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak o f belong not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah- 
*°!ute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but. on reflection, wo discover that the only absolute anden- 
foring faots  are beyond the tomb.

THE HOPELESS CAMPAIGN. THE PRESS 
AGAINST SPIRITUALISM.

“  S p i r i t u a l i s m  w i l l  y e t  b e  a  g r e a t e r  d i s t u r b i n g  e l e m e n t  in  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  w o r l d  t h a n  i t  is  a t  p r e s e n t .”— The Rev. 0. 
W. Skinner.

The continued falsities propagated by tho press in this 
country against Spiritualism render it necessary to keep 
a sharp eye upon its proceedings in order to resist and 
destroy itB prolific progeny o f lies. The almost weekly 
necessity for this sort o f surveillance and work of demoli
tion has a tondoncy, however, to create a false impression 
°n the public mind ; an impression of a greater importance 
attaching to the efforts of tho press than really exists. In 
truth, tlieso endeavours on the part o f a corrupt or bigotted 
press are of no strength or valuo whatever. I f  a doctrine 
or demonstration of facts bo from God, nothing can arrest its 
progress; if  it be not from Him, it will, as the country
man said to the soldier, o f his non-necessity for killing his 
onemios— “  It will die o f itself if  they let it alone.”  Now, 
jn spjto of all the efforts of press-gangs and rowdies in 
this and other countries; in spito o f all the vulgar scorn 
cast by *oi-disant litterateurs, and quarterly and other 
reviewers, on Spiritualism; from the moment of its re
newed birth in America, fifteen yoars ago, to this hour, it 
has held on its way, unshaken, unwavering, for over in
c a s in g  and for ever extending its Reid o f action. No 
attacks, however ferocious, no slander, however venomous, 
? °  violenco, howover furious, no pretended exposures, 
uowevor subtly concocted for tho time, have produced tho 
smallest impression upon it. On the contrary, it has gone 
2® as if not an enemy existed, as if no little or big dog of 
"clial barked at it. It has spread itself over the whole of 
*mth, and penetrated far into South Amoriea. It has 
aolisted in its ranks the learned, the members o f the bar 
a°d of the senato in tho Northern States, its late lamentod 
a®u shrewd President being one o f its most steady disci - 
Pies, it  spread through the intelligent ranks of 
society in England, France, Belgium, Holland, Italy, and 
^pam. it  has made its appearance in Turkey, Algoria, 
ftUstralia, and India, and“ is now calculated to number 
ft,enty millions o f proselytes— T w e n t y  M illio n s  of  P bose - 
X1-*8 in  F ift e e n  Y e ars  ! That, in fact, is tho answer to 
* calumnies, all sneers, all mob outrages. A  magnificent 

Cswer is this, truly; a magnificent fact in tho world’s 
j “ titty ! Whenever a little dog without a collar on his 

®ck to tell his name issues rabidly from some newspaper 
CRnel, bo it S lu r , D a ily  Telegraph, or Illu stra ted  News, to 

g 2P ot the heels o f Spiritualism, that is tho whip to 
ltch him back to his den with. W o have only to point

those cavillers and carpers to that great spectacle of onward- 
marching Spiritualism, and soy, “  stop it if you can!”

It is simply because they cannot stop it that the 
“  dogs and sons o f Belial go about the city,”  and howl 
lamentably, and curse fiercely. Spiritualism is now
become so great and world-wide a fact, that no one 
need for a rnomont trouble his hoad about the “  dogs 
and sons o f Belial ”  who assail her. It is because all 
their censures, and sneers, and predictions, which thoy 
imagined could annihilate her at onoe, have slid liko water 
from a duck’s back, that they are more and moro em
bittered every day. Yet wo know that amongst those 
barkers thoro are a very considerable number who are 
secretly Spiritualists. Tho olfico of tho Times, tho Tele- 
graph, the Standard, and tho S ta r , contain such, but us 
has been well observed by one of us, noithor those nor any 
other journal can afford to avow thoir conviction till their 
readers, or a majority, have douo it boforo them. It has 
been said, and said truly, in tho M orning Post, that if  tho 
public were converted to Spiritualism over night, evory 
journal in London, litorary and critical, would bo Spiritu
alist the next morning, and that in the face of all they 
have said against it. Bread, now-a-days, is only buttered 
on one side, and, therefore, thoso who write for their bread 
can only bo on one side. So be i t ! and Spiritualism will 
march on calm and victorious while thoy oat tlioir bread- 
and-butter and snarl, poor wretches, over it.

There requires a word or two saying about tho M orning  
S ta r , which has of Into distinguished and disgraced itself 
by a venom against Spiritualism which has rapidly con
densed into a perfoct mania. This S ta r  was one of the 
first to open its columns to tho discussion of this great 
question. The S ta r  has always boon a struggling journal, 
and has, therefore, cast out its hooks to drawjin all sorts of 
logs and floating rubbish to buoy it up on the stream of 
publicity. It bus, we understand, allured to it a groat 
number of Dissenting Ministers, who can beat the drum 
ecclesiastic in thoir different woalthy and numerous con
gregations ; consequently, theso sable gentry are in omni
potent power in the sanctum  o f tho S tar. Probably, these 
gentlemen who are oducated and bound to preach only 
cortain dogmas, and are themsolvos, therefore, slaves of 
the congregation, as the S ta r  is said to bo their slave, 
thought that thoy, under various shum names, could 
speedily demolish tho whole body of Spiritualist corres
pondents. But to their consternation tho conflict soon 
showed a different complexion; tho Spiritualists wore 
armed at all points with irresistiblo facts, facts known to 
thousands, and facts of the moment. Tho opponents took 
the field with nothing but surinisos, empty assumptions, 
an astounding stock of ignorance, and lies too transparent 
to darken the truth for a second. Tho defeat of the know- 
nothings was so complete, ami tho poril o f admitting tho 
truth in such torrents into tho S tar, and consequently into 
all the congregations o f these reverend S tar-gazers, so 
glaring that that journal precipitately closed tho discussion, 
and announced that honcoforth not another »word about 
Spiritualism should ever again enter its columns. How it
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l i a s  k o p t  i t s  w o r d  e v e r y b o d y  k n o w s .  T h e  r a n k l i n g  s e n s e  
o f  t h e  u t t e r  a n d  s h a m e f u l  d o f e a t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  o f  
r e v e r e n d  c o n v o n t i c l o r s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  S t a r  a s  t l i o i r  o r g a n ,  
w o u l d  n o t  p e r m i t  t h e m  o r  i t  t o  r e s t  w i s o l y  i n  s i l e n c e .

W i t h  t h e  s a m o  a n x i e t y  t o  s c r a p o  t o g o t h o r  r e a d e r s ,  t h o  
p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h o  S ta r  s o u g h t  t o  m a k o  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
t h o  t h e a t r o - g o o r s ,  t h o  a c t o r s  a n d  a c t r e s s e s ,  a n d  a l l  t h o  b o d y  
o f  s t r e e t  l o u n g e r s .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e y  e n g a g e d  a  n o 
t o r i o u s  p l a y e r ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  m o s t  d e s e r v e d l y  k i c k e d  o u t  
o f  t h o  G a r r i c k  C l u b  b y  T h a c k e r a y ,  a n d  w h o ,  t h o u g h  h o  s a i d  
h e  r e p o n t o d  o f  h i s  i n s o l e n c o  t o  t h a t  g r e a t  a n d  e s t e e m e d  
w r i t e r ,  w a s  r e u d y  t o  i n s u l t  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  a t  s o  m u c h  a  
c o l u m n .  A s  t h i s  F la n e u r  s a w  t h o  p a r t i c u l a r  a n i m o s i t y  o f  
t h o  D i s s e n t i n g  p r e a c h e r s  i n  t h o  b a c k - p a r l o u r  a s  t h o  Star, 
h e  f o u n d  i t  a d v i s a b l e  p o l i c y  t o  f l i n g  d i r t ,  n o t  o n l y  a t  S p i 
r i t u a l i s m ,  b u t  a t  e v e r y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e r s o n  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  i t .

T h e r e  w e  h a v e  t h e  w h o le  s e c r e t  o f  t h o  i m p o t e n t  r a i l in g s  a n d  
c o n t i n u a l  l y i n g  i n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  Star— i n v e n t io n s  s u r e  t o  b e  
e x p o s e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  : a n d  t h e r e  w e  h a v e  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  i t s  
e m p l o y i n g  t h e  b l a c k - c o a t e d  p r o p h e t s  o f  D i s s e u t  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , 
a n d  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p la y h o u s e  a n d  s t r e e t  f i l th  o n  
t h e  o t h e r — t h e  a c t o r s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  t h e  i r r e l i g i o u s  s ta g e s  
h o b n o b b i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  b r i n g  t h e  e x t r e m e s  o f  c u s t o m  t o  th o  
Star, n o  d o u b t  s t a n d i n g  in  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  it .

S t a n d i n g  in  n e e d  ! D o n ’ t  a l l  E n g l i s h  j o u r n a l s  s t a n d  in  n e e d  
o f  s u c h  t o p ic s  ? T h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  is  n o w  s o  g r e a t ,  t h e i r  
d i m e n s i o n s  s o  e n o r m o u s ,  t h a t  n o  n a t u r a l  a n d  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  o f  
e v e n t s  c a n  s u p p ly  t h e  r a v e n o u s  d e m a n d  o f  e x c i t i n g  m a t t e r  f o r  
t h e i r  r e a d e r s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  w a r  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  g o d s e n d  f o r  
t h e m . T h a t  s u d d e n l y  c e a s in g ,  t h e r e  w a s  i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  o f  a  
c o l l a p s e  o f  o u r  n e w s p a p e r s .  T h e  c h o le r a  a n d  t h e  c a t t l e  d is e a s e  
h a v e  h e l p e d ,  in  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  t o  s u p p l y  t h o  d e f i c i t .  F o r  th is  
p u r p o s e ,  i t  is  n o t o r i o u s  t o  a i l  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in  i h e  c o u n t r y ,  e v e r y  
m e a n s  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  n u d  i n v e u t  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e s e  e v i l s .  W h a t  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  c a n n o t  d o  is  s o u g h t  
f o r  iu  s c r a p i n g  t o g e t h e r  e v e r y  a t o m  o f  c r i m e — m u r d e r ,  i n f a n t i 
c i d e ,  s u i c i d e ,  a d u l t e r y ,  r o b b e r y ,  a n d  s w i n d l in g ,  w h ic h  t r a n s p ir e s  
i n  t h e  o b s c u r e s t  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m .  T r u l y ,  t h is  is  “ a  
d a i n t y  d i s h  t o  s e t  b e f o r e  a  k i n g , ”  o r  a  p e o p l e .  I s  i t u o t  in f in i t e ly  
b e t t e r  t o  d i f f u s e  a  s o u n d  a n d  e n n o b l i n g  S p i r i t u a l i s m  a m o n g s t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a n  s u c h  a  m e a s le d  a n d  c a n c e r o u s  m a s s  o f  p e s 
t i f e r o u s  c o r r u p t i o n  a s  t h is  1

T h e  w e e k l y  c o m p l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  g a r b a g e  r a k e d  t o g e t h e r  in  o u r  
h e b d o m e d a l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  p r e s e n t s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  n a t io n a l  in f a m y  
s u c h  n s  i s  u o t  t o  lie  f o u n d  in  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  u e w a p a p e r a  o f  t h o  
w h o le  w o r l d  b e s i d e s .  F o r e i g n  n a t io n s  s t a n d  a g h a s t  a t  t h i s  p e r 
p e t u a l  e m b l a z o n m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  v i l l a in ie s  a n d  a b o m i n a t i o n s .  
N o  E n g l i s h m a n  c a n  o p e n  b i s  m o u t h  a b r o a d  o u  a n y  i n s t a n c e  o f  
i m m o r a l i t y  t h a t  b o  m a y  s e e . “  Y o u  ! ’ ’  r e p l y  t h e  n a t i v e s  ; “  y o u  
t a l k  o f  c r im e  ! Y o u  1 H e a d  y o u r  o w n  n e w s p a p e r s ,  a n d  b e  
d u m b .  T h e r e ,  y o u r  o w n  n e w s p a p e r s  d e p i c t  y o u  a s  t h e  m o s t  
d e b a s e d ,  d i s s o l u t e ,  d e b a u c h e d ,  a m i  m u r d e r o u s  n a t i o n  o u  e a r t h .  ’ 
T h u s  i t  is  t h a t  o u r  v i r t u o u s  n e w s p a p e r s ,  w h ic h  a f f e c t  t o  s h u d d e r  
a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  s h u d d e r  a t  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  h o w e v e r  m o n s t r o u s .  
L i k e  M i t h i d a t e s ,  t h e y  l i v e  o u  p o is o n s ,  a u d  p r o p a g a t e  p o i s o n  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h e y  m a k e  th e  
n a m e  o f  E n g l a n d  s t m k  in  t h e  n o s t r i l s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  a u d  
t h a t  s im p l y  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b a t t e n  o n  t h e  w a g e s  o f  t h i s  i n i q u i t y .  
O h !  v i r t u o u s  a b h o r r e r s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  1 " O !  temporal O !  
m o r e s ! "

H e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Spiritual Times, b e a r  o n l y  t h e s e  fa c t s  in  y o u r  
m e m o r ie s ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  n o e d  n o  f u r t h e r  k e y  t o  t h e  m a l i g n

fia n c e s  o f  t h e  Star, o r  t h a t  s e w a g e  f l u n g  a b o u t  b y  t h e  Flaneur.
’h e  m o o n  s a i ls  t h r o u g h  t h e  s k y  o n  h e r  s e r o u e  c o u r s e ,  u n c o n 

s c i o u s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  d o g s  w h o  b a r k  a t  h e r  b e l o w ,  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m  
g o e s  o n  h e r  w a y  f r o m  c o u n t r y  t o  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  f r o m  m i l l i o n  t o  
m i l l i o n ,  u n c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a t h i n g  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  The M orning  
Star, iu  a  h a c k  l a n e  o f  F l e e t - s t r e e t ,  o r  a  d i r t y  Flaneur  in  i t s  
c o l u m n s .  W e  w h o  f o l l o w  in  t h e  t r a in  o f  t h i s  e v e r - a u g m e n t i n g  
p o w e r ,  m a y  s a fe ly  i m i t a t e  h e r  c a lm  i n d i f f e r e n c e  ; a n d  w h i l s t  w o  
a m u s e  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  p i t e o u s  o u t c r i e s  o f  th e  m e n  o f  t h e  
p r e s s ,  w e  c a n  a l s o  f e e l  f o r  t h e m . P o o r  s o u l s ! t h e y  m u s t  d o  i t  
t o  l i v e .

W e l l ,  l e t  t h e m  l i v e ; f o r  i t  i s  v e r y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t

rr e v e u t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  f r o m  l i v i n g ,  a n d ,  w h a t  is  m o r e ,  p r o s p e r i n g .
f  t h e y  w o u ld  o n l y  t a k e  s o m e  q u i e t  m o m e n t  o v e r  t h e i r  c i g a r s  t o  

r e c o n n o i t r e  t h e  f ie ld  o f  b a t t l e  o n  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  s o  l o n g  
c a n n o n a d in g  ; i f  t h e y  w o u ld  c o o l l y  l o o k  a t  w h a t  a m o u n t  o f  
s u c c e s s  t h e y  h a v e  h a d ,  h o w  m a u y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a r m y  t h e y  h a v e  
k i l l e d  o r  w o u n d e d ,  w h a t  is  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  e n e m y ,  c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  w h a t  i t  w a s  w h e n  t h e y  f i r s t  m a r c h e d  o u t  u g u 'i i s t  i t  ; i f  
t h e y  h a v e  a n y  w i s d o m  o r  p o w e r  o f  c a l c u l a t io n  l e f t ,  t h e y  w i l l  a t  
l e a s t  f in d  i t  p r u d e n t  t o  b e  s i l e n t .  B e t t e r  f o r  t h e s e  m e n  t o  g o  o n  
d a b b l i n g  in  m u r d e r  a n d  a d u l t e r ie s  t h a n  m e d d le  w i t h  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  
f o r  t h is  n o w ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  w h a t  i t  w a s  th e n , is  a s  a  m ig h t y  
a r m y  t o  a  s in g l e  b i l a l l i o u .  I t  is  a s  a  m ig h t y  o n k  w h e r e  i t  w a s  
b u t  a  s a p l i n g ; a  r o y a l  c i t y  w h e r e  i t  w a s  b u t  n g r o u p  o f  c a b in s  
in  a  w i ld e r n e s s .  N o t  a  m a n  b a a  f a l l c u  ;  u o t  a  b r e a c h  o f  a  h a i r 

b r e a d t h  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in  h e r  w a lla , b y  a l l  t h e i r  f i r i n g ,  b a y o n e t 
in g ,  a n d  b o m b a r d i n g ;  b u t  t h o  p o w e r  w h ic h  t h e y  h o p e d  t o  a n n i 
h i la te ,  h a s  e x p a n d e d  f r o m  a  p i g m y  i n t o  a  T i t a n  ; f r o m  a  h a n d 
fu l  o f  p e o p le ,  p o o r  a n d  s im p le ,  i n t o  a  m u l t i t u d e  e q u a l  t o  th e  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a l l  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p e o p l e  S c o t la n d  s i*  
t im e s  o v e r .

O f  a l l  t h e  d i s g r a c e f u l  c a m p a i g n s  in  h i s t o r y ,  n e v e r  w a s  th e re  
o n e  s o  d i s g r a c e f u l  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e s s  a g a i n s t  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  O f  
a ll  t h e  g l o r i o u s  c a m p a i g n s ,  n e v e r  w a s  t h e r e  a  m o r e  g l o r i o u s  o n e  
th a n  t h a t  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  a g a i n s t  t h o  { « - e s s ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  a l l i e s  o f  
s t e r e o t y p e d  p h y s i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  s t u p id  t o r y  s o u l s  w h o  h a te  
a l l  l i g h t  a m i  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h o  m a s s  o f  s e n s u a l i s t s ,  w h o  r e c o il  
f r o m  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  s ta t e  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  a s  t h e y  s h r i n k  f r o m  th e  
t o u c h  o f  f ir e . I n  t r u t h ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m  g r o w s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u  
o p p o s i t i o n .  A s  t h o  t e m p e s t s  w h ic h  a s s a il  t h e  o a k  o n l y  c a u s e  it  
t o  s t r ik e  d e e p e r  i t s  r o o t s  i n t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  r o c k s ,  a n d  g i v e  t e n fo ld  
v i g o u r  a n d  t e u a e i t y  t o  i t s  f ib r e s ,  s o  a t  e v e r y  r e n e w e d  a s s a u lt  on  
S p ir i t u a l i s m  s h e  e x p a n d s  h e r  f r a m e ,  e le v a t e s  h e r  s t a t u r e ,  et vires 
acquirit eundo. W e  s a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  m e r e l y  l e t  t h e  e n e m ie s  
l i v e  — le t  t h e m  f l o u r i s h .  G o d  g r a n t  t h e m  s t r e n g t h  a u d  a b i l i t y  
i f  h e  d e n y  t h e m  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a n d  c o m m o n  e y e s i g h t  t o  s e e  w h a t  
f o o l s  t h e y  a r e ,  a n d  b o iv  t h e y  a r e  p r o p a g a t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  w is h  t o  
d e s t r o y ,  b y  c a l l in g  a l l  m e n ’s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it .  G o  o n ,  b r a v e  b o y s  . 
s t i l l  l ie  t h e  p i o n e e r s  a n d  h e r a l d s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  ! Quern 
vult perdere prius dementat. I n  y o u r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,  s o  b e n e f ic ia l  
t o  u s , s t r ik e  v a l i a n t ly  r i g h t  a u d  le f t .  M a y  y o u r  s u c c e s s  b e  as 
g r e a t  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  h i t h e r t o ,  a n d  w e  s h a l l  s t i l l  c r y —

11 L a y  o n  M a c d u f f ,
A n d  d a m n e d  b e  h o  w h o  f i r s t  c r ie s ,  ‘  H o l d ,  e n o u g h  ! ’ ”

CORRESPONDENCE.

W e do not hold ourselves responsible fm the opinions expressed by 
our Correspondents.

THE “ SATURDAY R E VIEW .”

T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sp iritual Times.

Sir,— Tho sublime has howled one# more. Another startling blow h*s 
been aimed at Spiritualism by the "  Superfine Review,’ ’ and has «o'1'11 
fallea wide of its murk. I allude to an article which embellished 
pages of that terrific organ ou tlw 2!st October, and which, I have 110 
douht, will he considered a clencher by those who imagine that nil kn0"'* 
ledge will die with that journal. My attention was drawn to the artic1 
in question through a conversation which took place in tho renUing-r0001 
of the Mechanics’ Institution, not more than fifty miles from Londo11' 
Jones and myself were the only occupants of the room, when Mr. Bro* 
entered for his morning dose of the ‘ 'Times.”  We were sitting at 
reading-table; Jones was drawing his inspiration from the “ Superb” 
Review,’ ’ and I was looking down the Flaneur's column, nnd wonder'11» 
whether an advertising medium got as well paid as a spiritual medium- 

"  Any fresh news this morning, gentlemen ? "  mid brown, seating I'1.  ̂
self at the table, and polishing his spectacles with his silk handkercl»1, 
preparatory to reading. •

“  Yes,”  replied Jones ; “  here's a slashing exposure of Spiritualism 
the ‘ Saturday Review,’ if that is any news to you.”  .,

“ Oh! that’s nothing; they have exposed that thing so often, ’ 
Brown, taking up tho "  Time«.”  (Here I would remark that it ®.eernf e 
instinctive in Brown to take up the “  Times." I liave tnet him 1,1 I® 
room frequently during the last few years, but I have never seen 
take up any other paper.) ”  I know very little about the matter,’ 
continued; "but, if l could have my will, I ’d have them all locaed up- 
The thing is getting quite a nuisance,"

“  I should infer from your remarks, sir,”  anid I, addressing Br0*  j 
“ that this Spiritualism has proved a serious annoyance to you. 
ask how, ami iu wlmt way ? ’ ’ ’ ’ "»but

“ Well, I don’t exactly know in what way," returned Itrotrn, 
fanatics are a tiuisniice to everyone.’ ’

“  But are all Spiritualists fanatics? ”  I asked. ¡n
“  Well, I don’t know about all. I have only heard of two or * '̂6® 

England, that came over with Uoucicault, or some one, and were tied A  
ill a cabinet, ntld proposed to get out by galvanism, or something; 
they were exposed, weren’ t they, in Devonport?—oh 1 no, I recelli 
were coiled tho Davenports—and they wero obliged to cut the rop
and"------  ,refer

“  Beg pardon," said Jones, interrupting, “  but tills article docs not 1 
to tho Davenports iu particular, but cats up tho whole fraternity ,n 
mediums, root and branch. It appears that ns they cannot Hog the" 
America, they mean to fino them ns jugglers, and I think that ecu 
should ho adopted in England. Wlmt say y o u ? "

Yes, it wouldn't ho a bad plan, for f hate imposition,”  r*‘P ,c({ 
Brown, as he adjusted his glasses, smoothed the newspaper, und g”11"'
at its contents.

Alter a short interval of silonce, Jones exclaim»— , -fh®
•• By jingo I there is a deep truth m these closing lines, l.sten 

enlightenment of America has produced Spiritualism, a more ino»s ^  , 
delusion than any that have prevailed iu the Old World's darkest »■» 
What do you think of that, sir? ”  . -„a

•• Well,”  returned Brown, “ I don’t exactly see how eiillghtcmnco| ,
produce ignorance or delusion. But I thought these spiritual reviva 
died out. The ’ Times.’ lias said nothing abuut tliem lately, but l



Saturday, November 11, 18G5.] 355T H E  S P I R I T U A L  T I M E S .

po*c we shan’ t hear the last of this Spiritualism and Davenportism till a 
better system is established for educating the lower classes.”

“  And, in the meantime,”  said 1, “  don’ t you think it would be a step 
in the right direction if the London * Spiritual Magazine' and ' Times ’ 
*ere seized and stopped, in the same way as the Fenian organ, * The 
Irish People,* was in Dublin. It would be striking at the root or main
springs of the delusion, would it not ? *’

u Iloots, magazines, b o o k s !”  exclaimed Jones. “ You don’t mean 
Jo say, sir, that any English magazine or book could emanate from these 
ignorant impostors ? ”

“  One or two,”  I replied.
** Oh ! yes,” said Brown, looking up from the “  Times,”  into which he 

bad again plunged ; “  I saw a work advertised the other day. It was— 
let me see—oh ! I know—‘ Incidents in Dr. Nicholson's Life, illustrated 
by Ferguson, in connection with the Davenport cabinet-’ I expect it 
was in connection with this spirit-rapping, or mesmerism, or some other 
bumbugism.”

”  It is quite evident, gentlemen/’ said I, rising to go after this luminous 
piece of information, “ that for the present we must put up with fools and 
ignoramuses. But, if 1 were you, Hr. Brown, I would send a letter to 
the ‘ Times,' suggesting, as an expeditious way of clearing off the national 
debt, that every man who proves himself a fool or impostor by condemn 
*ng a subject he is utterlv ignorant of, should have the choice of being 
filler flogged or fined. Good morning/*

>N'nce this little incident of the news-room, I have read the slashing 
article for myself, and it appears to me, sir, that the writer on the staff of 
Ibis review to whom is assigned the task of attacking and abusing Spirit- 
Ualism and its advocates, is either ill paid for hi» work, and does not care 
to display any amount of sound logic, or even common sense, in dealing 
with his subject, or is utterly incompetent to do so. We expect when a 
AQiart, clever, superficial— 1 mean superfine— writer talks about Spirit
ualism being a degrading superstition and a monstrous delusion, I say 

expect him to prove himself conversant with its uses as well as its 
ahuaes. I f  I never read the '* Saturday Review/’ should I he justified in 
Pronouncing it as an organ devoted to vulgar sarcasm and shallow rea- 
•°ning, because row aud then a windvj vaporous, abusive article appears, 
*bich the conductor is obliged to throw in, in ordei to make up weight ? 
u “  We have heard lately, with considerable satisfaction/* say8 the writer,
1 that a so-called spiritual medium was convicted by an American court 

°I law for juggling without a license,”  &c., Ac. “  W e should infer from 
A perusal of advertisements in the * Banner of Light,* that the business of 
^©dium is much and profitably pursued, and, without desiring to have 
recourse to the extreme measures of the early Puritans, we should hope 
Ibat the modern revenue officers will be vigilant and severe, so that it the 
pretenders are not flogged they may be fined/’ Oh, Jenkens ! Jenkens ! 
I*hou!d think your joy must have been intense on hearing this little 
Piece of Spiritualistic news, for it opened up another opportunity lor one 
J**your masterly attacks on the degrading superstition, and, I ’ll be bound 
t* say, hi your virtuous indignation you scorned the idea ot remuneration, 

you would have all mediums flogged or fined. When will you learn, 
denkens, that a man can no more help being a medium than he can pre- 
J^nt the sun shining, and that it is through such instruments God has 
!‘ ‘ urmned the world, and will continue to illumine it, despite the rabid 
*AVectivcs of nil the sapient reviewers in Christendom. It would be 
A waste of time and space to follow this Solon in his quotations from 
lectures delivered by certain American Spiritualists, and his extracts 
.°*n advertisements in the “  Banner of Light ”  which he considers often- 

*iVc and objectionable. Admitting such to be the case, it says nothing 
to the truth or falsity o f the question at issue. Men who measure a 

ruth hy its perversions are always catching at straws, and in the same 
^Ay as infidelity and scepticism will hunt down and gloat over a tipsy 
And licentious person, so this oracle vainly imagines he has extinguished 

pifitualism, with till its August manifestations, by holding up an objec- 
l°nable advertisement. Whv does this man run to an American news- 

Pftper for his weapons of attack and information ? Surely there is suffi- 
*ent testimony at home, if prejudice has not destroyed his power of 
'eighing evidence, to convince him that Spiritualism is something 
0ry than a monstrous delusion. But this literary Jenkens, in his 
osing remarks, is bound to acknowledge one significant fact. Like Mr. 
outague Tigg, who, in diving for his dirty shirt collar, succeeded in 

tinging up a string, so he, in diving for a lie, brings up a truth, for he 
7??** “  The ignorance of Europe leaves many of its people pagans, but 
j * enlightenment o f America has produced Spiritualism.”  Verily, the 

of Europe has left one living illustration of paganism. You 
r*Ve* spoke a truer word, Jenkens; and the sooner you accept the teach- 
I 3* of many of America's deepest thinkers and ripest scholars, who have 
7*c0tne enlightened bv God’s spiritual truths, the better will it be for 

and the ** Saturday Review.”  The crass ignorance these wind- 
7*3* display who float on the surface of English literature, is worse than 
FAganism, for the most heniuhted savage is at times conscious of the 
pt'rstion and effects o f spiritual causation. These reviewers, and the 

of the geese who are always quacking about monstrous delusions, 
utterly ignorant o f what Spiritualism really is. They imagine that 

14 a something which commenced with table-turning and rapping, and 
r® unconscious that it existed before ever the earth was, and that by it 

mid from its source draw our inspirations. Scarcely a gicut 
Philosopher, poet, painter, sculptor, or musician has ever lived who was 

fonscion* of drawing his inspiration from the spiritual world. 
°rdsworth sing*—

”  Descend, prophetic spirit, that inspirit 
The human soul o f universal earth,
Dreaming on thiggs to com e; and dost possess 
A metropolitan temple in the hearts 
Of mighty poets! Upon me bestow 
A gift of genuine insight/*

If Spiritualism, in its modern phases of manifestation, produces such 
.Actions as the poet Harris has given to the world, we can afford to 
‘•pense with a few objectionable adtertisement* or unmeaning raps, if

such there be, although these, in God’s providence, may serve His 
solemn ends; and while the “  Saturday Review’ ’ is swept away with the 
garbage of the world, the inspired works of Harris, such as the “  Epic of 
the Starry Heavens ”  and “  Lyric of the Golden Age,”  will live in the 
hearts of the people for ever.

We do not expect men to become converts to Spiritualism without 
exercising caution, common sense, and intelligent investigation. Neither 
do we suppose that men who have become the slaves of a materialistic 
superstition, will readily open their eyes to the light of these spiritual 
truths which God has flashed in upon the world in these later times; hut 
we do expect and demand, as members of u civilized community, that 
gentlemanly courtesy should characterize all journalistic attacks upon us 
or our belief, rather than scurrilous abuse and insolence, which are now the 
substitute for honest argument and logical consistency, and a disgrace to 
the literature of England.— Yours,

T h o m a s  C o u r t .
November 2, 1865.

T E E  D A V E N P O R T S  A T  S T . C L O U D .

T o  tho E d itor  o f  th e Spiritual Times.
“ The Davenport Brothers performed ut St. Cloud on Saturday, in the 

presence of the Emperor, Empress, Prince Imperial, and all the court. 
On Sunday Robert Iloudin, their scientific rival, was likewise summoned 
to the palace. He initiated the court, into the mysterious manœuvres of 
his predecessors with such success that both their imperial majesties 
thanked him for having unveiled this piece of charlatanism.’ ’

W ill the Editor of the “  Spiritual Times ”  inform his subscribers if tbe 
above is another Editorial lie ?

When will our newspapers become the means of teaching on these 
subjects ? Few at the present day, says a great writer, believe at all in 
the existence of spirits, still less that anyone can have intercourse with 
them. Few believe in the reality of a life after death, the learned 
especially, who stick in words and terms. That all spirits and angels 
have been men is a great fact, nowhere disproved by the Bible. On the 
contrary, man was so created as to be capable of conversing with spirits 
nnd angels, and this was really tbe case in the most ancient times. This 
open intercourse betwoen men nnd spirits was closed, when, in coarse of 
time, men immersed themselves in worldly and corporeal things; hence 
it is that in our day, by withdrawing from corporeal and gross habits, the 
way is opened ngain, and spirits and angels of a particular character serve 
as means of communication.— Yours respectfully,

T. G ahdinkk.
Liverpool, November 3, 18GS.

[ W e  m u s t  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  a b o v e  t o  c o n v i n c e  
u s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  i t  i s  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  v i l e  
f a b r i c a t i o n .  T h e  p r e s s  s a id  t h e  D a v e n p o r t s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  in  
P a r i s ,  a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  p e o p l e  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  m o r e  o f  t h e m . T h e  
p r e s s  s a id  t h e y  h a d  g o n e  t o  G e r m a n y  o n l y  a  d a y  o r  t w o  b e f o r e  
t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  S t .  G lo u d . A n d  y e t  t h e  f a c t  i s ,  t h e  B r o t h e r s  
a r e  s t i l l  in  P a r i s ,  d r a w i n g  g o o d  h o u s e s .  I s  i t  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  
s u p p o s e  t h e  E m p e r o r  w i l l  p e r m i t  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  seances i f  
I l o u d i n ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c o n j u r o r  h a d  “  u n v e i l e d  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  c h a r 
l a t a n i s m .”  S o m e  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  g i v e  R o b i n ,  a n d  n o t  I l o u d i n ,  
t h e  c r e d i t  o f  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  t h o  t h a n k s  o f  t i l e  E m p e r o r  f o r  
“ i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  c o u r t  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r io u s  m a n o e u v r e s . ”  I t  is  
e v i d e n t  “ s o m e  o n e  l ia s  b l u n d e r e d . ” — E d . S .  T . ]

S U P E R S T I T I O N .

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
S i r ,— S ir  W a l t e r  S c o t t ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  o n  D e m o n o l o g y ,  & c . ,  

g e n e r a l l y  d i s c o u n t e n a n c e d  “  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  s t o r i e s , "  y e t  s e v e r a l  
c u r i o u s  e v e n t s  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  h is  o w n  k n o w l e d g e .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  
h a p p e n e d  a t  A b b o t s f o r d  in  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l ,  1 8 1 8 . “  O n  t h e  
n i g h t  o f  t h e  2 8 t h , ”  l ie  w r o t e  t o  h is  f r i e n d  T e r r y ,  “ w e  w e r e  
a w a k e d  b y  a  v i o l e n t  n o i s e ,  l i k e  d r a w i n g  h e a v y  b o a r d s  a l o n g  t h e  
n e w  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  I  f a n c i e d  s o m e t h i n g  h a d  f a l l e n ,  a n d  
t h o u g h t  n o  m o r e  a b o u t  it .  T h is  w a s  a b o u t  t w o  in  t h e  m o r n i n g  
L a s t  n i g h t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  w i t c h i n g  h o u r ,  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  n o is e  
o c c u r r e d .  M r s .  S . is  r a t h e r  t im b e r s o m e ,  s o  u p  g o t  I , w i t h  
B e a r d i e ’a b r o a d s w o r d  u n d e r  m y  a r m , b u t  n o t h i n g  w a s  o u t  o f  
o r d e r ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  I  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  
O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t i ia t  M r .  T e r r y  r e c e iv e d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  l e t t e r  in  
L o n d o n ,  M r . W i l l i a m  E r s k i n e  b r e a k f a s t e d  w i t h  h im , n n d  th e  
c h i e f  s u b je c t  o f  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  t h e  s u d d e n  d e a t h  o f  M  r . 
G e o r g e  B u l l o c k ,  t h e  L o n d o n  u p h o l s t e r e r  o f  S c o t t ,  w h o  w a s  
e m p l o y e d  in  f i t t i n g  u p  A b b o t s f o r d ,  a u d  w h o  d i e d ,  a s  n e a r l y  a s  
c o u i d  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  at the very hour w h e n  S c o t t  w a s  r o u s e d  
f r o m  h is  s l e e p  o s  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d .

T h e  la t e  A ir .  G e o r g e  C o o m b e  e x p r e s s e d  h is  b e l i e f  t o  t b e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  S i r  W .  S c o t t  h a d  a  r a r e  q u a l i t y  o f  b r a in ,  w h ic h  c o n f e r r e d  
u p o n  h im  h is  r e m a r k a b le  m e m o r y  ; a n d  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  in  
e a r l y  l i f e  h e  w a s  a  s e e r .  M r s .  O h u r n s h ie ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  f a m i l y ,  
r e l a t e d  t h a t  ”  h e  w a s  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  v i s i o n s  w h ic h  l ie  h a d  
w h e n  l y i n g  a l o n e  o u  t h e  f l o o r  o r  s o fa ,  w h e n  k e p t  f r o m  g o i n g  t o
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c h u r c h  o n  a  S u n d a y  b y  i l l  h e a l t h . "  S h e  a d d s ,  “  I  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  
b e i n g  h i g h l y  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o r i e s  h e  h a d  
s e e n ,  h is  m is t y  a n d  s u b l i m e  s k e t c h o s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n s  a b o v e ,  w h ic h  
h e  h a d  v i s i t e d  in  h is  t r a n c e .  T h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h is  f a c e  c h a n g e d  
g r e a t l y  w h i l e  h e  w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  a n d  s h o w e d  a  
d e e p  in t e n s e n e s s  o f  f e e l i n g ,  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  a w e d  e v e n  b y  h is  o w n  
r e c i t a l .  T h i s  g o o d  l a d y  a t t r i b u t e d  h is  g i f t  o f  s e e r s h ip  t o  s u p e r 
s t i t i o n ,  a n d  S c o t t  h im s e l f ,  o n  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  l a m e n t a b l e  s u i c id e  
o f  L o r d  C a s t le r e a g h ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  “  a b e r r a t i o n  o f  m i n d ’ ’  L o r d
C . ’ s  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  “  r a d i a n t  c h i l d  "  in  I r e 
la n d , e a r l y  in  l i f e .  W a k i n g  in  t h e  n i g h t ,  t h e  e m b e r s  o n  t h e  
h e a r t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L o r d  6 ., b l a z e d  u p ,  a n d  a  c h i l d  s t e p p e d  
f r o m  a m o n g  t h e m  u p o n  t h e  f l o o r .  I t  a d v a n c e d ,  a s s u m i n g  t h o  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  g i a n t ,  w i t h  a  w o u n d  o n  t h e  b r o w .  L o r d  G . c o n 
f r o n t e d  t h is  s t r a n g e  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  a p p a r i t i o n ,  w h e n  i t  r e t r e a t e d  
g r a d u a l l y ,  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h i l d l i k e  f o r m  b e c a m e  i n v is i b l e  
a m o n g s t  t h e  e m b e r s .

I t  a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  in  
w h o s e  h o u s e  t h is  v i s i o n  o c c u r e d ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  a s  a  
l e g e n d ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  g o o d  o m e n .  I  h a v e  h e a r d  a  
s im i l a r  s t o r y  t o l d ,  a s  a t t e s t e d  b y  B e v e ra l w i t n e s s e s ,  r e s p e c t in g  a  
h o u s e  in  t h e  n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d .

B y  s o m e  s i n g u l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a  g h o s t  s t o r y ,  w h i c h  e m a n a t e d  
o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  l ) r .  J o h n s o n 's  “  M is s  S e w a r d , ’ ’  h a s  b e e n  t a e k e d  
o n  t o  t h e  W a v e r l e y  N o v e l s .  C a n  a n y  o f  y o u r  r e a d e r s  g i v e  m e  
t h e  original o f  t h e  “  O l d  l a d y  in  t h e  s a c q u e  ”  1 I f  s o ,  I  s h a l l  b o  
g r a t e f u l .— Y o u r s  o b e d i e n t l y ,

Christo hier Cooke.
L o n d o n ,  O c t .  3 0 , 1 8 6 5 .

L E T T E I Ì  T O  T H E  R E V .  W .  K E R .

L e v ,  S i r ,— W i t h  v e r y  g r e a t  in t e r e s t  I  r e a d  y o u r  w o r k  o u  
** E v e r l a s t i n g  P u n is h m e n t , ”  á te ., a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  p a r t  o f  i t  
w h e r e  y o u  r e f e r  t o  y o u r  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e »  in  s p i r i t u a l  m a n i fe s t a 
t io n s .

D u r i n g  a  c o n s i d e r a b le  p e r i o d  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h a t  
m a t t e r ,  a n d  h a v e  r e a d  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w o r k s  r e l a t i n g  
t h e r e t o ,  a n d  t h o s e ,  a ls o ,  t o  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  r e f e r r e d  in  y o u r  
n o t e s ,  a s  l e a d i n g  y o u  t o  c o n c l u s i o n s  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .

A t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  m y  in q u ir ie s ,  I  w a s  a l s o  l e d  t o  f o r m  
u n f a v o u r a b l e  o p i n i o n s ,  f r o m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h o  c o m m u n i - ; 
c a t io n s  ; w h ic h  a t  v a r i o u s  t im e s  o p p o s e d  a n d  d e n i e d  w h a t  m u s t  
b e  r e c e iv e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t  l e a d i n g  a n d  fu n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c ip l e s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  A n t i  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  s u c h  h a d  I  a r r i v e d  a t  t h o s e  
c o n c l u s i o n s ,  h u t  a l s o  f r o m  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  s im i l a r  e r r o r s  a n d  
h e r e s ie s ,  w h ic h  I  p e r c e i v e d  o r i g in a t e d  i n  a  g r e a t  m e a s u r e  f r o m  
s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h in g s ,  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  b y  t h o  w r i t iu g s  
o f  J u d g e  E d m o n d s ,  a n d  m o r e  f u l l y  b y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  
H a r e  a n d  o t h e r s ,  a n d  a l s o  b y  t h e  p a n t h e i s t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  o f  
A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  D a v is ,  a n d  t h o  D e la t io n !  d o c t r i n e s  s o  u n e q u i 
v o c a l l y  e x p o u n d e d  b y  t h e  Banner o f  lA gk t  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  l e a d 
i n g  o r g a n  o f  t h a t  s e c t io n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  i n  A m e r i c a .

O n  s u c h  p r e m is e s  a s  I  h a v e  s t a t e d ,  s e r i o u s  m i s g i v i n g s  a r o s e ,  
a n d  I  h a d  a l m o s t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h o  w h o le  o f  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h o  d a y  w a s  o f  S a t a n i c  o r i g in .

W i t h  s u c h  d o u b t s  a n d  u n c e r t a in t i e s  I  w a s  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b le  
t im e  p e r p l e x e d ,  b u t  I  b e g a n  a t  la s t  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  
f o l l o w  a s  a n  e s s e n t ia l  n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  b e c a u s e  f a ls i t ie s  a n d  e r r o r s  
e x i s t e d ,  a l l  s h o u l d  b e  s o . ;

L i k e  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  y o u  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  w i t h  
y o u r s e l f ,  b e i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  “  C h r i s t i a n ,  S c r i p t u r a l ,  a n d  l o v i n g  
c h a r a c t e r , ’ ’  s u c h  h a v e  b e e n  o n r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a l s o ,  w i t h  f e w  e x ce j> - 
t i o n s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b e i n g  a  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h o s e  w o  h a v e  r e c e iv e d ,  s u c h  a s — “ S e a r c h  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  ; t h e y  
m a k e  w is e  u n t o  s a l v a t i o n . ”  “ Y o u  m u s t  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  S c r i p 
t u r e s  f i r s t ,”  “ B e l i e v e  in  J e s n s . ”  “ J e s u s ,  t h e  w a y ,  t h e  t r u t h ,  
a n d  l i f e . ”  “  L o v e  a l l  m e n .”  “  F o r g e t  n o t  t h e  p o o r / ’ “ F o r g i v e  
y o u r  e n e m i e s . "  A n d ,  in  r e p l y  t o  a  P r o t e s t a n t  c l e r g y m a n ,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  w a s  w r i t t e n  :— “  G i v e  y o u r  h e a r t  t o  G o d ; b o  r i g h t e o u s ,  
t e m p e r a t e ,  h o n e s t ;  l o v e  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r  a s  y o u r s e l f ;  t r u s t  in  
C h r i s t ; t h i s  is  w h a t  f o r m s  t r u e  r e l i g i o n . ”

F r o m  t h e » «  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w e  d o  n o t  f in d  t h o  in t e l l i g e n c e s  
d r a w i n g  o r  d i r e c t i n g  t o  t h e m s e lv e s ,  l in t  o n l y  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
s b  Vha s o u r c e  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  e n l i g h t e n m e n t ; a n d  t h o  g e n e r a l  t e n o r  
b e i n g  in  a c c o r d a n c e  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  t h e  B ib le , b u t  
w i t h  o u r  o w n  i n t u i t i o n s  o f  t r u e  a n d  g e n u i n e  r e l i g i o n .

U n d e r  » q c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h o w  c a n  i t  h e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h o s e  
c m m iH iu ie a t io lia  c o u l d  e m a n a t e  f r o m  a  d e m o n i a c a l  s o u r c e .  W o  
m i g h t  a s  w e l l  c o m e  t o  s im i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  
t e a c h i n g s  p r o p o u n d e d  in  t h e  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  w h a t  
m e a n s  h a v e  w e  t o  k n o w  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h o  t r e e  b u t  b y  t h e  f r u i t  
it p r o d u c e s .  O r  c o u l d  w e  i m a g in e  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r ld  
S a t a n  b iw  b e c o m e  a n  e x p o u n d e r  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o r a l i t y ,  l o v e ,  
r .n d  b e n e v o l e n c e  ; u p h o l d i n g  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  a m i  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e * ,  a n d  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  C h r i s t .  S u r e l y  w o  m a y  B ay 
w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d  w r i t i n g s ,  i f  S a t a n  h e  d i v i d e d  a g a i n s t  h im s e l f ,  
h o w  c a n  h i*  k i n g d o m  s t a n d  t

I  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h y  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  q u o n d a m  
U n i t a r ia n s ,  P a n t h e i s t s ,  A t h e i s t s ,  a n d  D e i s t s ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  h a d  
b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  b e l i e f  in  a  s u p r e m e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  a  _ 
s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  w h o  f r a m e d  a n d  e x p o u n d e d  t h e i r  v ie w s  
v e r y  m u c h  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h o i r  p r e c o n c e i v e d  id e a s , a n d  w h o  
w e r e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  in  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  o f  b e i n g s  p o s 
s e s s in g  s im i l a r  a f f in i t i e s ,  w h y  s u c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  o u t b a l a n c e d  t h e  
f a v o u r a b l e  t e s t i m o n y  a d d u e o d  o f  t h e  ' ‘ C h r is t ia n ,  S c r i p t u r a l ,  a n d  
l o v i n g  c h a r a c t e r " — o f  y o u r  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s im i la r  
e v i d e n c e  b y  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  l o a r u o d  a n d  e n l i g h t e n e d  o f  y o u r  
o w n  c o u n t r y m e n ,  a n d  t h a t  s u c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  le d  y o u  t o  t h e  c o n 
c l u s i o n ,  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h a t  t e s t i m o n y ,  t h a t  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  m a n i fe s 
t a t io n s  a r o  o f  S a t a n i c  o r i g in .

I  a m  v e t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t o r  in  t h is  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  s u b je c t ,  t h a t  
s p i r i t u a l  b e i n g s  c a n  a n d  d o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t l i  m o r t a l s  o n  e a r th , 
a n d  i t s  n a t u r e  a n d  a im s . A n d  I  a m  o p e n  t o  c o n v i c t i o n  in  r e f e r 
e n c e  t h e r e t o ,  o n  g o o d  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d s  ; b u t  I  m u s t  s a y , 
f r o m  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  fa c t s ,  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  m o s t  t r u t h f u l  a n d  
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  f r o m  p r i v a t e  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  s c a r c e l y  o r  
e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  o r  m a d e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  f r o m  y o u r  ow n . 
v e r y  v a l u a b l e  t e s t i m o n y ,  a l s o  s h o w i n g  t h a t  g o o d ,  o f  t h e  m o s t  
C h r i s t i a n  a n d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  is  t o  b e  f o u n d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  
i t  a r i g h t — f r o m  s u c h  i t  a p p e a r s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s e t  a s id e  s u c h  
w e i g h t y  t e s t i m o n y  in  f a v o u r ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h a t  o n l y  a s  s a t is fa c 
t o r y  a n d  c o n c l u s i v e  w h ic h  s h o w s  t h a t  e v i l  is  a l s o  m ix e d  u p ,  a n d  
o u  s u c h  o v i d e n c e  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  y o u  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t

T o  m o ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  S p i r i t 
u a l i s m  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  d e e p e s t  a n d  m o s t  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  in  r e f e r 
e n c e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t s  o r i g i n  a n d  i t s  a im s .  B u t  
s o  f a r  I  f e e l  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  I  e n j o y  in  h a v i n g  a  
t a n g i b l e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  p r o o f  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  
s t a t e ,  a u d  t h e  c o n f ir m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e n c e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f u n d a m e n t a l  
p r i n c ip l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  ; b u t ,  a t  t h o  s a m e  t im e  i t  i s  w e l l  t h a t  
t h e  p h e n o m e n a  s h o u ld  a l w a y s  b e  w a t c h e d  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e d  in  a l l  
t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  a n d  e r r o r s  a n d  fa ls i t ie s  e x p o s e d  w h e n e v e r  a n d  
w h e r e v e r  t h e y  e x i s t  ; h u t  t o  a v o i d  a  p r e m a t u r e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  
o n  0110- s id e d  t e s t i m o n y  o f  a n  a g e n c y  w h ic h  is  u n d o u b t e d l y  a n d  
d e c i d e d l y  t h e  e n e m y  o f  t l i e  in f id e l  p h i l o s o p h ie s  o f  t h o  a g e ,  a u d  
w h ic h  is  s o  w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  k e e p  a l iv e  n  f a i t h  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l  
e x i s t e n c e .

S h o u l d  y o u  k i n d l y  f a v o u r  m e  w i t h  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
y o u  m a y  l in v e  a c q u i r e d  in  r e f e r e u c o  t o  t h a t  s u b j e c t  s in c e  th e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r k ,  w h ic h  m a y  t h r o w  
m o r e  l i g h t  o n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  y o u  w i l l  c o n f e r  a  f a v o u r  o u — Y o u r s ,  
v e r y  o b e d ie n t l y ,

Edwin S . Lauder.
T o  t h e  I t e v .  W .  K e r ,  T i p t o n .

3 2 , W e s t m o r l a n d - s t r e e t ,  D u b l i n ,  O c t .  3 0 ,  18G 5.

C I R C U L A R .

T h o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  D a r l i n g t o n  h a v e  i s s u e d  t h o  f o l l o w i n g —

“  Our lleligiou is Love, ’ tis the noblest and purest—
Ami our Temple the Uitiverso widest and surest."

'* It is tho spirit that quickoneth— tho flesh profited, nothing.”

At D a r l in g t o n ,  o n  th o  tw e n ty -s ix t h  (la y  o f  J u ly ,  1 8 6 5 , w ft* 
in a u g u r a to d  th o  F ir s t  C o n v e n t io n  o f  th o  u b o v o -n a m o d  
so c io ty .

T h e  P r in c ip a l  O ju kc ts  w o  h a v o  i n  v i o w ,  a r c ,  a s  a n  a s s o 
c i a t i o n ,  t o  m e e t  o n o o  a  y e a r ,  o r  o f t e n o r ,  i f  i t  b o  d e e m e d  
d o s i r a b l o ,  f o r  t h o  p u r p o s e  o f  s o c i a l  c o m m u n i o n ,  i n t e r 
c h a n g e  o f  s e n t i i n o n t  a t  o p i n i o n ; t o  r o c o r d  a n d  c a t a l o g i n '  
o u r  u n i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a u d  t h o  p r o g r e s s  w h i c h  S p i r i t u 
a l i s m  i s  m a k i n g  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  u s ; t o  d o v i s o  m e a n s  f o r  
p r o p a g a t i n g  a n d  d i f f u s i n g  a m o n g  o u r  f e l l o w  m e n  a n d  
w o m e n  t h o  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  s o u l - s a v i n g  t r u t h s  o f  t h i s  d i v i n e  
p h i l o s o p h y ,  b y  t h o  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h o  h o s t  t r a c t s  a n d  b o o k s  
w o  h a v o  u p o n  t h o  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  t h o  d e l i v e r y  t h r o u g h o u t  fh ®  
k i n g d o m  o f  l c o t u r o s  b y  p e r s o n s  o f  a p p r o v e d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  
a b i l i t y .

T he Second G enerat. Convention is  a p p o in te d  b y  
c o m m o n  c o n se n t, to  b o  h e ld  o n  u d a y  to b o  m im e d  hereafter 
in  th o  la st w o o k  o f  J u ly ,  I  HOC, i n  th e  to w n  o f  N e w c a s t l e *  
o u -T y n o  ; d u o  u o tio o  o f  w h i c h  w ill  b o  g iv o n , a n d  to , w h ich  
a ll s p ir i tu a l fr ie n d s  a ro  r e s p e c t fu lly  a n d  e a rn e s t ly  invited.

A ll S piritualists a re  m o s t  a ll 'o o tion a to ly  solicited to 
j o i n  o u r  a s so c ia tio n , b y  th o  s im p le  a n d  e a sy  p r o c e ss  o j 
fo r w a r d in g  th e ir  n a m e s  a n d  a d d re s se s  to  th o  u n dersig n ® “  
S e c r e t a r y ;  a n d  d o n a t io n s , s u b s cr ip t io n s , ( th e  “ S in e w s  ° t  
W a r , ” ) o r  b o o k s  (c a r r ia g e  ir o o ) ,  to  o u r  T r e a s u re r , M r- 
J o s o p h  D ix o n ,  o f  D o m lg a to , D a r lin g to n , w h o  w il l  th a n k 
fu l ly  r e c e iv e  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  sa m e .

T h e  F resent  1 ‘humotehs h a v e  n o  o t h o r  o b j e c t s  o r  e n d
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in  v ie w , s o  fa r  a s  t h e y  a re  in d iv id u a l ly  c o n ce rn e d , b u t  th o  
e te r n a l w e lfa r e  o f  m a n k in d , th e  g lo r y  o f  G o d , in  th e  m o s t  
e n la r g e d  sen se  o f  th e  e x p r e s s io n , a n d  s o c ia lly , m o r a l ly , a n d  
r e lig io u s ly , th e  r e g e n e r a t io n , sa n c t if ica tio n , a n d  r e d e m p 
tion  o f  th e  w h o lo  H u m a n  F a m ily .

B y  a u th o r ity , Dn. H ca n  S r .  Clair McLeod, 
N fcw castlo , S e p te m b e r , 18G 5. S e cre ta ry .

N.B.—Enquirers are kindly informed concerning a few 
of those things which Spiritualism touches :—

1. That the spirit is tho real man, tho hody only its 
physical envelopment during this initiatory, or caterpillar 
state o f man’s existence. That, as a caterpillar, passing 
through tho chrysolid state, puts forth tho perfect form ana 
all the limbs of tho butterfly, which naturalists toll us were 
all wrapped up in the caterpillar ; so, tho spirit stepping 
out of tho body, stands revealed to the spiritual-world 
a perfoct man, or woman—perfect in all the powers and 
members of man. That he steps into no shadowy, or sky, 
region, but into an actual world, with its woods, rivers, 
green fields, mountains, cities and various employments of 
me, as on earth, but in a more vivid and real status.

2. That there is no such thing as death ; it is but a namo 
given to tho issue of the soul from the body. “  That 
yhieh thou sowest is not that body which shall bo. There 
is a natural, and there is a spiritual body ’ ’ (St. Paul). 
The spirit-man is perfect spirit-man, and goes to his placo 
>u the “  many mansions,”  and here, in tho body, men and 
v °men choose, for themselves, by their conduct generally, 
the “  mansion ”  they would prefer, and to which they wül 
assuredly go— by preference. This point will bo better 
Understood by thoso who choose to study and enlargo their 
knowledge of spiritual matters.

3. That there is no such place as Hell—as it is popularly 
Preached and understood ; but placos of PROGRESSION, 
which truly are full o f torment of various kinds—according 
tj the deed* done in the body. Tho word purgatory conveys 
the idea o f such places, where the souls o f tho abandoned 
(here) tho murderer, adultorer, seducor, the cruel, lying, 
hypocritical, &e., go to expiate their offences, and so to speak, 
«**»•» better things when they will reçoive promotion to a 
happier and higher sphere ; though what torm it may take 
to do this expiation, God only knows ! and thus it is infi
nitely preferable for us all to dospiso everything in our 
Pfesont stato, except virtue alone. Thoso who sin in igno- 
f&nco, will assuredly bo forgiven. Spiritualism teaches, 
ln this regard, a succession of spheres and stages •, a succes
ion  of regions o f abodo on the groat journey towards the 
Entrai heaven of God.

4. That there is a communion of saints and a beset- 
mont o f devils, evil spirits. “ Millions of spirits walk tho 
£&rth unsoon, both when we wake and when wo sleep ; ” 
hut thank God ! wo all have tho power to choose our own 
®°uipany ; at every hour, every moment that modiums sit 
down to a séance, there is a pressing loved of spirits. It is 
hut that Spiritualism brings or evokes them, it is that they 
are ever there, in our streets, our fields, houses, bedrooms, 
Workrooms, churches and chapels. I f  our spiritual eyes 
®uuld bo opened suddonly, it would bo a sight moro as
tounding than that which tho prophet at Samaria dis
played to tho army o f tho Syrians. This is one o f tho 
la t e s t  facts which Spiritualism teaches. It is thus that 
"  o have tho blissful communion of departed saints, and of 
®u«k saints as nevor had their nicho in any ecclosiastio 
Calendar. Saints o f our own lineage and family; saints of 
°ur early friends, departed in the youthful bloom and 
urdour of affection ; saints o f children whom wo cradlod and 
Cursed, but whom God took softly from our enfolding 
arins, and who now watch over us with tho lovo wo sent 
?dh  them, fresh dipped in tho warmest fountains o f tho

‘ vino. Saints o f elder frionds whom we knew in our 
y°uth, and whom we reverenced ; saints, by scores, for- 
•Pjtten, at tp0 momont, jn our long busy pilgrimage, but 

ho now start up, with familiar voices, and reeal lovely 
®\eniorios, making us foel how infinitely rich in lovo, and 

j*toly. spreading soul-alliance is that infinite world— 
j76re'—tliough dogs and sorcerers, and other abomin- 
klea haunt its threshold, all within lie the meosuroless 
^hy realms o f beauty and peace.

5 . N o  fe a r  o f  D o a t h — h e n c o  p u r it y  o f  l i fo  a n d  th o u g h t ,  
th o  r e s u lt  o f  th o  co n sta n t p r e se n ce  a n d  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  
a n g o l s ; th o  o b v io u s  a n d  g e n e r a l s e n s u a lity  a n d  p r o f l ig a c y  
fr o m  th o  a b s o n c e  o f  th is  co n sc io u sn e ss .

6 . A n d  F in a l ly — S p ir itu a lis m  te a c h e s  a  s y s te m  o f  r e l i 
g io u s  t r u t h s — b a s e d  u p o n  th o  G o s p o l  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t , a n d  
a fl irm o d  a fr o s h  b y  s p ir itu a l m in is tr ie s  to  th is  c o m m o n 
p la c e  a g o . I t  is  n o w  i l lu s tr a t in g  a n d  m a k in g  k n o w n  to  u s  
th e  la w s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  m a n ’ s m o n ta l a n d  s o u l l i fo  o f  
a n g e lic  a n d  s p ir i tu a l e x is te n c e s , a n d  is  o p e n in g  u p  n e w  
g lo r io u s  a n d  in te r e s t in g  r e g io n s  o f  d is c o v e r y , a n d  th a t  S p i
r itu a lis m  in  its  lo g it im a t o  a c t io n  d o e s  t l iis , w o  a p p e a l to  
th o u sa n d s  w h o  h a v e  m e n ta lly  a n d  m o r a l ly  b e n o f it to d  b y  it. 
W h y  th e n  s h o u ld  t h o  t im id  C h u r c h o s  fo a r  a n d  t r e m b le  ?  
W h y  s h o u ld  g o o d  m e n  fo a r  its  a p p r o a c h , a n d  c a l l  o u t  
“ D e m o n o lo g y !  ”  a n d  r u n  a w a y ?  I t  i3 th e  evil o n ly  w h o  
n e e d  f e a r ; a  m l b le s s e d  a r e  th o y  w h o  h o a r , soo , a n d  b e 
l ie v e  ; *  b u t  th r ic o  b le s s e d  th e y  w h o  h a v e  n o t  s e o n  a n d  y e t  
b e l ie v e . I t  s o rv e s  t o  d e v o lo p o  th o  n o r m a l c a p a b il it ie s  o f  t h e  
m in d , to  p u r ify  th o  n a tu r a l  a ffe c t io n s , t o  r a t io n a liz e  o u r  v ie w s  
o f  r e l ig io n , n a tu r e  a n d  G o d , t o  q u ic k e n  th e  s o u l ’ s  a s p ir a 
t io n s  a fte r  a  h ig h e r  l i fo , e n n o b l in g  th e  w h o le  ch a r a c te r .

7 . S p ir itu a lis m  te a c h e s  th o  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  tr u th s , w h ic h  
s h o u ld  b o  th r ic o  w e lc o m e  t o  a l l  g o o d  C h r is t ia n  so u ls . I t  
h a s  c o n v e r te d  th o u s a n d s  f r o m  g r o s s  in fid e lity . I t  w i l l  
e u ro  m il l io n s  o f  in v o lu n ta r y  s o m i-s c e p t ic is m . I t  w i l l  r o n d e r  
a  fu t u r e  e x is te n c e  real t o  th e  w h o lo  h u m a n  ra c e . I t  w i l l  
r e - in v ig o r a to  e v o r y  g r e a t  r o l ig io u s  a n d  m o r a l  tr u t h , h e r e t o 
f o r e  r o v e a lo d  t o  m a n k in d . I t  w i l l  in te n s i fy  a l l  th e  s u b 
l im e  m o t iv e s — a ll  th o  s u b lim o  fe e l in g s  th a t  u r g e  h u m a n  
n a tu r e  o n  t o  a  h e a v e n ly  d e s t in y . I t  w i l l  a d v a n c e  f r o m  
s te p  t o  s te p  o f  d e m o n s tr a t io n  t i l l  d e a th  s h a ll  b o  d is a r m e d  
o f  a l l  it s  te r ro rs . I t  w i l l  u s h e r  in  a  n e w  e r a  o f  F a it h ,  
H o p o ,  a n d  C h a r ity . I t  w i l l  b in d  u s  c lo s e r  in  lo v e  to  o n e  
a n o th o r , a n d  u lt im a te ly  b r in g  u s  a l l  h o m o  t o  th e  b o s o m  o f  
o u r  F a t h e r  a n d  o u r  G o d .

D I R E C T I O N S  H O W  E N Q U I R E R S  A R E  T O  

C O M M E N C E  T H E  S T U D Y  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

B y  A d ik  B a llo u .

1. B e  n o t  a s h a m o d , n o r  a fr a id , n o r  u n w il l in g  t o  e m 
b r a c e  tr u th  c o m e  whence o r  how i t  m a y .

2. R o s p e c t  y o u r  o w n  sen ses  a n d  ju d g m e n t  e n o u g h  t o  
tr u s t  th e m  decently.

3 . P r o e u r o  a l l  th o  r e l ia b le  te s t im o n y  y o u  c a n , in  p r in t  
a n d  o th e r w is e , c o n c e r n in g  S p ir it -M a n ife s ta t io n s , a n c ie n t  
a n d  m o d e r n , w o ig h  i t  d e l ib e r a t e ly  a t  h o m o , a n d  b o  in  n o  
h a s to  t o  e x a m in o  ca sos , u n t il  y o u  h a v e  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t ie s ;  
th e n  im p r o v o  th e m .

4 . H o ld  n o  s itt in g s  w ith  a  M e d iu m  w h o m  y o u  b e l ie v e  
m o r a l ly  c a p a b le  o f  d o c o p t io n  o r  t r ic k . Confide or refrain.

5 . H a v o  f e w  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t , a n d  n o n e  b u t  c a n d id , 
s o n s ib lo , a n d  w e l l  b e h a v o d  on e s .

6 . B e  s e r io u s , d e l ib e r a t e ,  fr a n k , a n d  u n a f fe c t e d ;  p r o p o s e  
w h a t  te s ts  y o u  p le a s o , a n d  a b s ta in  fr o m  a l l  p e t t i f o g g in g  
la w y e r is m , p e r t in a c ity , a n d  o v o r -u r g o n c y  ; b o  c o n te n t  w ith  
s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a s  c o m e  f r e o ly ,  a n d  s o t  e v e r y th in g  d o w n  
f o r  w h a t  i t  is  w o r th . Y o u  m a y  d o s ir e  m u c h , a n d  g o t  v e r y  
lit t le . K o m o m b e r  y o u  a r o  n o t  r e q u ir o d  t o  g iv e  c r e d it  f o r  
m o r o  th a n  y o u  r o ce iv o , n o r  t o  ta k e  c h a f f  f o r  w h e a t .

7 . T a k o  c a r o  n o t  to  o v e r t a x  th o  n e r v o u s  o n e r g y o f  t h e  
M e d iu m  b y  l o n g  s it t in g s , o r  u n d u e  e x c it e m e n t . K e e p  a n  
even m in d .

8. T a k e  n otes  o f  a ll  im p o r ta n t  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  in c id e n ts .
9 . A c c e p t  o r  r o je c t , o r  h o ld  in  d o u b t ,  w h a t  p u r p o r ts  t o  

c o m e  fr o m  d e p n r to d  sp ir its , f o r  w h a t  w o u ld  b e  su tfie ieu t 
re a s o n s  i f  th o  sa m e  ea m o  f r o m  s p ir its  in  th o  fle sh . T h is  
m u s t  b o  th o  s ta n d in g  ru le .

10 . T r e a t  sill p o r so n s  c o n c e r n e d — w h e th e r  d e p a r te d  o r  
« » - d e p a r t e d  s p ir its , a s  e n jo in o d  in  th o  g o ld e n  r u le , a n d  i f  
th e r e  b e  e v il ,  o v e r c o m o  i t  w ith  g o o d .  B o  u n ifo r m ly  ju s t ,  
c o n s id e r a te  a n d  k in d .

P r e s id e n t , Mr, John Hodge, Darlington. T r e a s u r e r , Mr. Joseph, 
Dixon, Darlington. S e c r e t a r y , Dr. II. St. Clair McLeod, Newcasde- 
on-Tyne. C o m m it t e e ,  The Members of the First Convention.

* See Tracts on Spiritualism, by William Ilowitt (from which, tbs abut*, 
is chiefly compiled). 1‘ itmnn : London.



358 T H E  S P I R 1 T U A I [Saturday, November II, 186®-, TI MES.

G O D ’ S P R E S E N C E . *  
By J. H. Powell.

To Thee, oh Ciod ! we raise our eyes,
And humbly praise Thy name—

I'or Thou dost till the earth and skies 
With Love’s immortal (lame.

Where can we turn to ’scape Thy glance, 
O ’er distant lands and seas?

Tho’ pierced by Sin’s swift-pointed lance, 
W e bow to Thy decrees.

The morning sun—the birds that sing,
The truant zephyrs mild,

Inspired by praise, proclaim Thee King, 
With voices undefil’d.

Tho mountains, forests, rocks, and plains, 
Obey Thy regal sway ;

While changing seasons, winds, and rains, 
Thy majesty display.

Thy mercies, Lord, are like the dew, 
Shower'd upon the flowers ;

Thy goodness comes each day anew,
Like Morn’s delicious hours.

Teach us to praise Thee as we ought—
To live our life in Truth—

To know that Thou art found when sought, 
Possess’d with heavenly ruth.

Each hour we live, we feel how frail, 
Uncertain, insecure,

Are works of men—which crumble—fail, 
While Time and Death endure.

W o look around and see Thy smile,
Like sunlight everywhere—

W e feel Thy presence free from guile,
And bow in grateful prayer.

SPIRIT-M ESSAG E. No. 2. 
Through the mediumship of Jessie.

(Addressed to a Little Boy.)
I am come. Come here. “  The spirit and the voice say, come.”  It 

is to you I am come to spent this night. Tarry not, but come. The 
world would hold you back ; break from its bonds. Come forth ; break 
from the net that is being cast over you. Here are many (spirits) waiting 
to lead you onward. Resist them not, Your future welfare depends on 
your choice now. There are two paths open before you. Choose. One 
path looks full of beautiful flowers, whose fragrance is delicious. You 
would like to tread this path, but there is end to it. It looks pleasant. 
There souls beckon you onwards. But what are they ? They are the 
W ill-o ’ -the-wisps of mankind. They strew upon the path attractive 
beauties to ensnare you.

There is another paths crooked,'rugged, and full o f flints. Where 
does that path lead to? If you are dutiful, and press on, it will lead 
you to happiness. But you cannot expect to press along this narrow path 
without your feet being cut with the flints upon which you tread. But 
each cut yon receive will he, as it were, a lesson you must learn, and as 
you step over each flint, though it cut you. it nevertheless becomes the 
stepping-stone to your progress. In this path you will find many things 
displeasing to you. You may even meet serpents, but they cannot coil 
around vou unawares, ll you are cautious, and will heed them not, they 
cannot sting you. Hut in the path I described first, which to tho eye 
looks so beautiful, there venomous serpents lie hidden, ready to fascinate 
.be traveller, at the moment he is exulting in the seeming beauty around 
him. Ho beware, and press along the narrow path. Never mind the 
flints. What if the skin of your feet ge’ s cu t? Your heart will gain 
strength. You cannot tread securely this difficult path without assistance, 
therefore t ou must ask God to assist you. Step firmly, faithfully, and 
trustfully, and He will guidu yon up the narrow, flinty pathway leading 
to Himself, and you will be as a light set forth to lead others upward*.

(The medium, turning to the reporter, said)—
Your path has been biiaty. You have seen that light. I’ ray that it 

may so shine on the pathway of him that shall follow after. I’ ray in 
faith. Thete Is a bottle to fight i there must bo soldiers to fight it. Go 
forth; heed not the enemies oppressing you. But on the holy armour of 
God, and you will be secure. You are needed. You will stand forward, 
and your breastplate wifi shine brighter after the battle. Heed not the 
sneers and jeers of sceptics. They cannot dim the lustre of your breast
plate, because it is overlaid with God's love, and the more it is fought 
against, the more it wiil shine. ► < it  nothing. There never was a battle 
fought like the one coming on notv. It needs soldiers firm and true. 
Such soldiers God will provide. I would that I could speak more 
clearly, but with God’s help and blessing 1 will come again and tell you 
more.

*  From "L ife Incidents and l ’oetic I’ ictures," TrUhner and Co., 
60, I’ateinoiter-row.

A WORD FROM THE S P IR IT  OF TH EODORE PAR KE R.

T hrough the Meoiumsiiip op W. A. D anskin.

Tiiiiononi? Parker from tho morning land, brings flowers fresh with the 
dews of heaven to shed their fragrance upon the hearts and minds of men.

When I dwelt on earth my labours seemed marked out for me. To 
take down the scaffolding of superstition which had been built up around 
the temple of truth; to tear away the evils which priestly cunning had 
hung up between tho eyes of the pooplo and the one true God ; to rend 
asunder the shackles with which ignorance had hound the free thoughts of 
men. Such was my mission ; and with fearless heart and honest purpose I 
brought the energy of a strong will to the task. While thus employed, 
no angry feelings filled my breast; while I destroyed the idol, my soul 
yearned with love toward the blinded worshipper of tho fallacious god. 
Showing the itnpotency oftlio object of his adoration,displaying the hideous- 
ness of that which he deemed the perfection of loveliness, 1 led him to seek» 
more divine master, to look in brighter realms fo ra  God that ho could 
worship without fear, and approach without trembling. This was my 
work. I did not draw in the thought which some gave forth of a reopen
ing the paths hetwoen tho visible and tho unseen worlds. Uncertainty 
seemed to surround those who claimed to be its exponents ; therefore it 
did not come to mo with that force and beauty with which now it comes. 
Standing, as I do, within a home where every stream breathes music from 
its rippling eddies, where every bird grows vocal with praises to the 
Infinite One, I now feel within tho inmost centre of the fount of feeling, 
an intense desire to have all men know that the nvenues of thought are 
open wide between the dwellers of the interior and those of the external 
life.

To this fact— this great fact— for in it lies more o f beauty and grandeur 
than hath yet been conceived bv mortal, I wish to bear witness, as I this 
day impress mv thoughts upon an instrument attuned by angel fingers i I 
have listened with deep interest to themnny eulogies which have been so 
eloquently spoken; to the many loving testimonies which have been so 
freely given as to the purity of my earth-life, tile extent of my scholastic 
acquirements, the earnest ’zeal which I exhibited in every cause that 
enlisted iny sympathies ; and my soul has been exalted by the manly 
freedom, with which my dearest friends have referred to the delects, 
while they blazoned in colours all too bright, the exelleneies of my 
character. I have hovered o’er their heads, have stood within their 
homes, have mingled in their nssemblngcB, and then lmvo I felt how sub
limely grand wns that manifestation of tho teacher Jesus, when his body 
having iieen nailed upon a cross and laid in a sepulchre his spirit was 
seen in tho midst of His friends, not only giving comlort to their aflhc* 
tion, but demonstrating by His presence His great central doctrine, “  tl'e 
resurrection and the life." What joy would be mine could I walk among 
you once more, and with spirit-voice tell of the glories of tho bright land 
where now I dwell, give expression to the deep toned love 1 feel for the 
dear ones whom I have left awhile to linger on tho outer shore, and 
speak in kindly words to those who, misunderstanding my purpose, or 
failing to comprehend my views, have stood in the pulpit, or ou the pi»1' 
form, apparently my enemies. I now can foci how great a boon to human 
life and love it is, this blending of thought ucross the grave. I now can 
see, with mental vision bright and clear, that elevation of the race 
come; not through warfare, even for the holiest cause; not through con
troversial discussion even of tho most profound doctrines taught by 
theologic lore; not through scientific dogmatism ; not through claw10 
scholarship; not through historio research ; not one nor all o f these can 
draw the thoughts of man from earth. They bind him closer to h1* 
clayey idols. They hold him in their firmer grasp more closely bound 
below. They give zest and vuriety to the pursuits of the lower lif0. 
They give man consequence among his fellows, and thereby fill his ininu 
with nrrogancu and seif-osteem. Thus they hold him to the surface of 
the little globe on which ho stands, and, by the force of an immutable 
law, prevent his rising.

Attraction ever asserts its power, and tho man whose acquirements ®re 
of the earth, clings to that sphere in which they can be best displayed, 
and will be most fully understood mid rewarded. But when the influence 
of the angelio host is felt; when the avenues are widened and the 
channels lire deepened through which thought can descend from t"® 
celestial home ; when man cun feel the brenth of the loved ones wh* 
have passed from his sight like gentle zephyrs walled o’ er his brow; when 
the tones of angelic voices come like tho distant music of oEolian harp*’ 
filling the ear with sweetest melodies; when beauteous scenes of spire1'  
life do greet his quickened vision, then will the soul leap for joy. t\*e" 
will the uspirations tor the higher flow in spiral waves from the lowlies* 
child of earth to the Omnipotent Ruler of the heavens; then will man rn° 
in his divine humanity, and claim his birthright with his brethen of *n® 
skies. No longer a weary delver in the dark workshops of earth, he w1" ’ 
on wings of thought, pass into the ethereal realm, and there gather >» 
strength and vigour while contemplating the unspeakable grandeur oft»  
home which is eternal, lie  wilt then Iturn that the labours of earth ar* 
but uwnketicrs of bis dormant faculties, that tho trials of earth »re bu 
the quickeners of his intellectual powers, that tho pleasures of earth are 
but the shadowy foretaste of the joys that await him. He will then n°̂  
turn with disgust from tho materialities which surround him, hut, unrh'f' 
standing their uses,will gratefully accept whatever experiences attend hi 
earthly pilgrimage, . .

In all the past the power of Jehovah has been felt and feared; n> l l . 
coming future the love und wisdom of the Father will be seen 1111 
acknowhdged. >

While man deems his earth-life but a term o f probation, to be folio»'0 
by speedy judgment and sentence, that may consign him to endies* *n 
infernal torture, we do not wonder that he looks with dread upon q1 
judge, and with fear and trembling to tho doom which, perhaps, »*'“* 
him. Hut when rite tri.ls of eurlh nro known to be only the pritn*'. 
lessons of the immortal spirit t when, like the earthworm, which dr»*! 
nnumthment from the leaf on which it crawls, only to give vitality *?* 
beauty to thu ethereal flutteior tllut wings its way among the flower»»
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earth-life is used to bring into activity and blend into harmony all the 
many faculties with which man has been endowed, then will fear vanish; 
perfect love will be the inmate of his bosom; and, like the birdling, which, 
when ignorant of it* powers, made timid flight of limited extent, but, 
wiser grown, sonrs high into the blue empyrean, caroling songs of praise, 
his outgushing tribute to the creative power, so will man rise, with aspi
ration strong, to revel amid the golden glories of the morning land.

But not bv miraculous interposition, not by solemn rites nor gaudy 
spectacles, not by pompous ceremonials nor unmeaning professions will 
man arise. This can only come from the direct nction of divine law. 
The same force that binds man to earth-life lifts him into the heavens. 
Attraction is the unversal law of nature, and when man rests his thoughts 
above the grosser world, the magnetic currents from bis brain ascend and 
meet the flow of angelic thought which ever streams in living radiance 
from the celestial home. The brightest angel in the home of love cannot, 
however, penetrate with his thought-essence that mind whose action lies 
within the basic portion of the brain, where only lower aims are cherished, 
where the acquisitive or the sensual organs only are brought into exercise, 
the spiritual faculties of the man lie dormant, and consequently imprac
ticable to the descending influence. The law asserts its power. The 
man grows strong for the time in the sphere of his material labours, but 
the hour comes when earthly pabulum will not sustain immortal life, 
when the indwelling spirit must seek its food in other fields; then, with 
vigorous effort, it awakens the inert functions of the brain. As the newly 
aroused organs are brought into activity, scintillations, as it were, of 
light are projected into the atmosphere above the superior portions of the 
cerebral structure, and, being more subtle, more refined than the sur
rounding air. rise into the regions beyond, and there, as shining harbingers, 
*re welcomed by those who are ever prompt to impart that knowledge 
which has been transmitted to themselves. These mental emanations 
mom mortals are distinctly visible to spirits, and, like the electric spark 
which clicks into the ear of the telegraphist the wants of some distant 
one, so do these glistening thought-sparks carry to the dwellers of the 
eternal land the desire of the pilgrim below for knowledge of that home 
to whieh ho is hastening, for knowledge of that God from whose creative 
hand he came. Man lives but in his thought, and thus do angels live. 
Thought answers thought, and from the radiant heights descend tho 
currents of magnetic fire, which, falling upon the more sensitive brain, 
implant rich, gluwing images of spirit-iife. This chain once formed, 
with every link complete, is the bright Udder which the ancient Hebrew 
saw with angels passing to and fro, descending and ascending between 
the heavens und the earth ; and Jacob’s dream was but a prophecy of that 
which now is fact.

Not by miracle, not by special interposition of the Divine will, hut by 
•he unerasing action of this constituent principle of Deity, bv the force 
ot this immutable law of attraction, which is ever drawing the weaker 
unto the stronger, the lower unto the higher, and with resistless power is 
ever moulding in forms of beauty the crude material which nature oilers 
•o her God fur the adornment of that vast temple of the Infinite—illimit
able space.

V O U D O U I S M .

( F r o m  t h e  Religio-Philosophical Journal.)

V u u D o tJ  .'•pells, t r i c k s ,  e n c h a n t m e n t s  a m i  s o r c e r i e s  a r e  a s  p r e v a 
le n t  in  N e w  O r le a n s  a s  f r o g s  in  a  w e s t e r n  m o r a s s .  T h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  g o e s  b y  t h a t  n a m e  is  a  v e s t ig e  o f  a n c i e n t  A f r i c a n  F e t i s h is m  
A n d  t i ie  s o - c a l l e d  “  d i a b o l i c a l ”  O b i  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  s u n n y  la u d ,  
u n d  i t  c o n s i s t s  in  c o m p a c t s  b e t w e e n  e m b o d i e d  p e r s o n s  a m i  o t h e r  
in t e l l i g e n c e s ,  in v is i b l e ,  b u t  p o w e r f u l ,  w h o m  s o m e  w is e  p e o p le  
A sse rt  t o  b e  t h e  d e v i l  a n d  h is  a n g e ls ,  b u t  w h o m  o t h e r  p e o p l e  
A ffirm  t o  l>e d i s e m b o d ie d  h u m a n  s p i r i t s ;  b u t ,  w h a t e v e r  b e  t h e  
r e Al fa c t s  a s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  Y o u d o u i s m ,  c e r t a i n  i t  is  t h a t  m o a t  
A s t o n is h in g  t h i n g s  a r e  j ie r f o r r o e d  b y  i t s  v o t a r i e s ,  a n d  e f f e c t s  p r o 
d u c e d ,  m a i n ly  o l  a  m a l i g n a n t  n a t u r e ,  o f  s o  w o n d e r f u l  a  c h a r a c t e r  
a s  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  m o s t  s e r io u s  a n d  e a r n e s t  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
w is e s t  a n d  b e s t  in  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  in  t h e  m i d s t  o f  w h ic h  
i t s  v e r y  s t r a n g e  a u t i c s  a r e  p l a y e d .

A l l  d a r k  r a c e s  a r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  s p i r i t u a l ,  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  
t h e r e o f  d e p e n d s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  u p o u  t h e i r  m o r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c u l t u r e .  I f  a  p e o p l e ,  o r  p e r s o n ,  is  o f  p l a i u  N o .  1  i n  p o i n t  o f  c u l 
t iv a t i o n ,  r e f i n e m e n t  ( o r  g r o s s n e s s ) ,  a n d  m e n t a l  p o w e r ,  a s  a  
• n a tte r  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e i r  o r  h is  s p i r i t u a l  a f f in i t i e s  w i l l  c o r r e s p o n d  ; 
u s u e e  i t  is  n o  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  n e g r o e s  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  to - t h e m -  
*® lv es  s p i r i t s  in  u n is o n  w i t h  t l i e m s e lv e s ,  a m i  w h o s e  d e l i g h t  i t  i s  
40 d e a l  in  t h e  b l a c k  a r t  o r  b l a c k  m a g ic .  I n  N e w  O r le a n s  t h e r e  
A te  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b e l i e v e r s  in  t h i s  t i l i n g ,  n o t  a l l  o f  w h o m  a r e  
c i t h e r  c o l o u r e d ,  i g n o r a n t ,  o r  p o o r ,  f o r  s e c r e t l y  t h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  

w e a l t h y  a n d  w h it e ,  a u d  w o r l d l y - w i s e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  d o  
n o t  s c r u p l e  o n  t h e  s c o r e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  t o  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  
a id  w h ic h  i t  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a f f o r d s  t h e m  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  
A ch e m e s , w h ic h  u s u a l ly  l a y  in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  l o v e ,  m o n e y ,  o r  
• c v e n g e .  T h e  V o u d o u s  h a v o  t r i b e s  o r  f a m i l i e s ,  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  
e a c h  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  is  a  q u e e n ,  a m i  o v e r  a l l  a  s u p r e m e  q u e e u  o r  
CTOjiress, w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  w h o m  I  a m  p e r s o n a l ly  a c q u a i n t e d ,  
A u d  s o m e  o f  w h o s e  r e v e l a t i o u s  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  1  p r o p o s e  
^ r e c e i v e  a n d  t r a n s m i t  t o  y o u  a t  a n  e a r l y  d i y .

. i h e  r a t io n a le  o f  t h e  w h o l e  m a t t e r  is , a s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  
A u n p ly  m a g n e t i c  a n d  s p i r i t u a l .  B  l o v e s  A ,  a n d  i s  r e j e c t e d  b y  o r  
c Antu>t a p p r o a c h  h e r ,  w h e r e u p o n  B  g o e s  t o  a  “ B o u b o u , ”  C ,  w h o  
* * ;>cts a l l  t h e  m o n e y  t h a t  B  c a n  m u s t e r — o f t e n  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  
u t o u s a u d s  — w h i c h  ta r in g  p a id ,  s h e ,  C ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  c a l l s  a

c o u n c i l  o f  f r o m  t e n  t o  f i f t y  o f  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y ,  a n d  a  g r a n d  s u p p e r  
a n d  d a n c e  is  f o r t h w i t h  o n  t h e  tapis, a m i d u r i n g  t h a t  d a n c e ,  o r  
O r g i e  D e l p h i c  I t id i v iv u s ,  t h e  s p e l l  is  w o r k e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  
B  c a r r ie s  h i s  p o i n t  w i t h  A ,  a n d  A  f in d s  h e r s e l f  s u d d e n l y  b e s e t  
w i t h  t h e  m o s t  d i a b o l i c a l  in f e s t a t i o n s ;  s h e  m a k e s  h e r s e l f  o b n o x i o u s  
t o  a l l  h e r  o t h e r  l o v e r s ,  a n d  i t  u s u a l ly  e n d s  in  h e r  u t t e r  s u b ju g a 
t i o n  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  B . D o  n o t  t h i n k  I  a m  r o m a n c i n g ,  f o r  t h e s e  
t h in g s  a r e  v e r i f i a b l e  h e r e  b y  h u n d r e d s  o f  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  1  h a v e  
s e e n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  c a s e  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  a c t i o n  w i t h  m y  o w n  
e y e s ,  a n d  p u b l i c l y  l e c t u r e d  o n  i t ,  s a id  l e c t u r e  b e i n g  .a t t e n d e d  b y  
t h r e e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  V o u d o u s  o f  L o u i s ia n a .

G a t h e r e d  r o u n d  a n  o b s c u r e l y - l i g h t e d  r o o m ,  in  t h o  c e n t r e  o f  
w h ic h  is  a  t a b l e  s u m p t u o u s l y  s p r e a d ,  t h e  w e i r d  s is t e r s  d a n c e  a n d  
w h i r l ,  s l o w l y  a t  f i r s t ,  a n d  t h e n  f a s t e r  a n d  m o r e  f u r i o u s l y ,  a s  I  
h a v e  o f t e n  s e e n  t h e  d e r v is h e s  d o  in  A f r i c a ,  u n t i l  a  w i l d  a n d  t e r 
r i b l e  m a d n e s s  s e iz e s  u p o n  t h e m , a u d  t h e y  l o s e  a l l  r e s p e c t ,  
d e c e n c y ,  a u d  s e l f - c o m m a n d ,  a n d  a  s c e n e  t o o  a b o m i n a b l e  f o r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  e n s u e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  i n v o k e  t h e  
a i d o f V o u d — i.e. A s t a r t e  ? D a g e n  ? M o l o c h ? — a u d  t h e y  i m p l o r e  
w h a t e v e r  a id  t h e y  w a n t  a t  h is  h a n d s .  I n  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h i s  o r g i e  
t h e  f o o d  o n  t h e  t a b le  i s  o f t e n  r e m o v e d ,  a s  i f  e a t e n ,  b u t  n o t  b y  
m o r t a l  o r  v i s i b l e  c o n s u m e r s  ; a n d  a n  a u d i b l e  v o i c e  p r o m i s e s  t o  
h e l p  t h e m , a n d  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  v i c t i m ,  a s le e p  o r  a w a k e ,  is  
c o n t i n u a l l y  in fe s t e d ,  h a r r a s s e d ,  a n d  t r o u b l e d ,  u n t i l  l o n g e r  r e s i s t 
a n c e  is  i m p o s s i b l e ,  a u d  a n o t h e r  v i c t i m  i s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  
a l r e a d y  g o n e  b e f o r e .  S p i r i t s  b e s e t  t h e m  d a y  a n d  n i g h t ,  n o r  c a n  
t h e  s p e l l s  b e  e a s i ly  s h a k e n  o ff .

R e v e n g e  is  o b t a i n e d  b y  s p e l l s  ( m a g u e t i c )  t h a t  look p u e r i l e ,  b u t  
a r e  r e a l l y  f a r  f r o m  it .

T h e  h e l l - b r o t h  o f  S h a k s p e a r e ’ s  Macbeth  is  a n  a b s o l u t e  f a c t  t o 
d a y  in  N e w  O r le a n s ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  is  m o r e  c o m m o n  t h a n  f o r  t h o s e  
w h o  h a v e  o f f e n d e d  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  t o  f in d  t h e i r  d o o r s t e p s  s m e a r e d  
w i t h  s o m e  d a m n a b l e  c o m p o u n d  o f  p e p p e r  a n d  s a l t ,  o r d u r e  a n d  
v i n e g a r ,  s n a k e s ’  h e a d s  a n d  l i v e  l i z a r d s ,  r e d  b e a u s  a n d  b r o k e n  
n e e d le s ,  w h i c h  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  e x e r t  a  b a n e f u l  i n f l u e n c e  o n  
i n t e n d e d  v i c t i m s .

I n  a  l o v e  o r  r e v e n g e  c a s e ,  t h e y  r e s o r t  t o  a  s in g u l a r  p r a c t i c e ,  
t h a t  o f  f i l l i u g  y o u r  b e d  o r  p i l l o w  w i t h 'c u r i o u s l y - w r o u g h t  w r e a t h s  
a n d  w o v e n  r o l l s  o f  f e a t h e r s ,  b i t s  o f  c o f f in s , a n d  d e a d  c h i l d r e n ’s 
b o n e s  ( e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d  h e r e ,  w h e r e  n o  o n e  is  b u r i e d  in  t h e  g r o u n d  
b u t  in  l i t t l e  c e l l s  a b o v e  i t ) ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  o n l y  t h o u g h t  t o ,  
b u t  a c t u a l ly  d o  e x e r t  a  w o n d e r f u l l y  d i s t u r b i n g  m a g n e t i c  p o w e r  
o v e r  y o u ,  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  y o u  c a u  s c a r c e  g e t  a  w i n k  o f  s l e e p  f o r  
w e e k s  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  I  k n o w  t o  m y  c o s t ,  a n d  b y  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e s e  l o w  s p i r i t u a l  e f f e c t s  c a u  b e  c o u n 
t e r a c t e d  b y  r e s o r t i n g  t o  h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  a id ,  b u t  i n  n o  o t h e r  
w a y .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  v i c t i m  s u c c u m b s ,  a n d  v i s i b l y  b e c o m e s  e m a 
c i a t e d ,  u n t i l  h i g h e r  p o w e r s  a r e  i n v o k e d ,  w h e r e u p o n  h e  is  s u r 
r o u n d e d  b y  a  w a l l  o f  f i r e ,  u t t e r l y  i m p r e g n a b l e  t o  l o w  a s s a u l t s ,  
a n d  i m p a s s a b le  t o  t h e  i n f e s t i n g  f o r c e s  o f  A s t a r t e ,  o r  V o u d .

A .  H . ,  t h e  “  E m p r e s s  ’ ’  o f  t h o  f r a t e r n i t y ,  p r o m i s e s  t o  r e c o u n t  
h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  m o , a n d  y o u  s h a l l  h a v e  i t ;  t h r i l l i n g  i t  m u s t  
b e ,  t r u e  b e y o n d  a  d o u b t .  L o v e r s  g o  t o  t h e m , a u d  p u r c h a s e  
c h a r m e d  r i n g s ,  w h ic h ,  w h e n  w o r n  b y  t h e  r e c ip i e n t ,  e x e r t  a  v e r y  
p o w e r f u l  m a g n e t i c  in f lu e n c e ,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  a u d  b y  w h ic h  t h e  
l o v e r  is  e n a b l e d  t o  e x e r t  a  s t r o n g  s u b d u i n g  f o r c e  ; n o r  w i l l  i t  d o - 
t o  l a u g h  a t  t h is ,  f o r  i t  o c c u r s  h e r e  d a iL y . M o r e  a n o n .

r . b . R,
N e w  O r le a n s ,  S e p t .  4 , 1 8 6 5 .

P R O P H E C Y  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  F I R S T  F R E N C H  

R E V O L U T I O N

O f  S e t h  D a r w i n ,  a  Q u a k e r ,  i n  t h o  R e i g n  o f  C h a r l e s  I , ,  a n d  
A u t h o r - o f  M a n y  S t r a n g e  a n d  W o n d e r f u l  P r o p h e c i e s .

T his f a i r  k i n g d o m  t r a v a i le t lx  w i t h  s o r e  t r a v a i l ; b u t  a s  a  w o m a n  
b r i n g e t h  f o r t h  w i t h  s o r e  p a in ,  s o  a r e  k i n g d o m s  r e g e n e r a t e d  w i t h  
t o i l  a n d  t r o u b l e .  T h e r e  m u s t  b o  m a n y  b i r t h s  a m o n g  u s  b e f o r e  
p e r f e c t i o n  c o r n e t h .  F o r ,  l o !  w i s d o m  is  t a r d y ,  a n d  w h e n  sh e - 
f u l l y  c o m e s ,  s h e  s h a l l  n o t  h e  l o n g  t a r r y i n g  ; b e c a u s e  w h e n  y o u  
b e h o l d  t h e  t id e  a t  f u l l  i t  p a u s e t h  b u t  a  s h o r t  s e a s o n ,  a m i  n e i t h e r  
s u n  n o r  s e a s o n s  s t a n d  s t i l t .  A l l  t h i n g s  c h a n g e  y e a ,  m e n ’s  
m in d s  c h a n g e  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  t i l i n g s ,  a n d  t h e y  w h o  a r e  m o s t  
b l in d  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e n e m i e s  t o  t r u t h ,  s h a l l ,  a m o n g s t  o u r  p o s 
t e r i t y ,  b e c o m e  t h e  g r a n d  r e s t o r e r s  o f  i t .  O u r  n e i g h b o u r  k i n g 
d o m  o f  F r a n c e  i s  n o w  a t  p e a c e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  n e x t  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  s h e  s h a l l  b o  i n  t r a v a i l ,  a n d  b r i n g  f o r t h  s u c h  
p l a g u e s  t h a t  t h e  l i k e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  k n o w n  in  t h e  l a t t e r  a g e s  o f  
t h o  w o r l d .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  l i f e  o f  m a n  s h a l l  b e  v a l u e d  a t  
n a u g h t ,  a n d  m e u  s h a l l  s e e  t r u t h  a u d  o w n  i t ,  b u t  b e l i e  i t  iu  t h e i r  
d e e d s  ;  a n d  t h e i r  h a n d  s h a l l  b e  u p o n  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  
w o r l d  u p o u  t h e m  ; a n d  t h e i r  f a s h i o n  s h a l l  p r e v a i l  o v e r  a l l  t h e  
w e s t . ”

T h i s  w a s  s p o k o u  l i e f o r e  a  m a g i s t r a t e ,  b e f o r e  w h o m  l ie  w a s  
t a k e n ,  f o r  g o i n g  n a k e d  u p  f r o m  tire  w a is t ,  i n t o  a  c h u r c h .  I t  w a s . 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  w r i t i n g  b y  t h e  c l e r k ,  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  i t  g i v e n  t o  t h t ; 
p u b l i s h e r  b y  t h e  R e v .  J o h n .  W e s l e y  iu  1 7 5 0 ,
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N O T I C E .
A CONFERENCE OF S P IE IT U -

1 V- ALISTS, will take place at the Spiritual 
Lvceum on Sunday Evening, November 12th, 
1865, at 7 o'clock.

TO CO RUES PON DENTS.
CokukcponuEar*will pleaaoto write legibly on 

one side o f the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. I f  this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject oven valuable com
positions.

Oust readers will favour us by sending accounts 
o f  Apparitions, Haunting!, &c. W e wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear ; accounts o f a super
natural character should be given to tbo 
public free from all suspicion.

M iss  E mm* H a r b in q r ’s Address is— Manor 
House, 7, Cheyne-wnlk, Chelsea. At homo 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 till 5.

P a iit ik s  interested in Spiritualism, and wishing 
to extend information on the subject amongst 
inquirers, may receive some copies o f the 
“  Spirtusl Magazine," f r e e  o f charge, by ad
dressing Mb. T j s b ii ,  24, Park-road, Dalston,
N.K.

J u i i s  M u r r a y  S p e a r  has re tu rn ed  t o  b is  o ld  
address— 146, A lb a n y -s tre e t , l ie g e u t ’s -p a r k , 
w h ore  b e  w ill he g la d  to  r e ce iv e  v is itors , as
usual.

S C A L E  O E  C H A R G E S  F O R  A D V E R 
T I S E M E N T S ,

Two linos and under, 2». ; every additional 
line, 3d,; a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr, J, II, Powell, Spiritual 
Timet Office, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st. 

Advertistmcnts for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning.

T o  mw T hao*.—T he Spiritual Timet is pub
lished at Ton o ’ clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Timet Office, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxford-st, and by Job Caudwell, 335, Strand 

CoKPt.AtKTS hsv* reached us that the Spiritual 
Timet docs net always find its way to country 
subscribers. Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 14, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W ., and we will for
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking/our copies can have them post free, 
bv remitting fis. fid. per quarter,

THE “ S P IR IT U A L  T IM E S ”  B Y  POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 

Timet, packets will be sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part o f the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, as under :—
Copie*. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.

1, 3d„ or for 13, 3s. 3d. 2ti, fis.Od. 32.13s.
2, 5d., ,, ,, 5s. fid. ,, 10s.dd. „  21s,
3, 6d., „  „ f ix (h i. „  13s.0d. ., 26s.
ti, Is. „  ,, 13»,0d. ,,26s.Od. „  52s.

Post Office O nier« must be made pnyabfoto Mr. 
J. 11. Powell, at the Post Office, Rathbone-pl.

Now ready. In one volume, Demy 8vo,, 
Post free, price 7s.C4.

Q U PR A -M TJN E A N E  FACTS, IN  
KJ T H E  LIFE O F  J . B . F E R G U S O N ;  
Including twenty years' observation o f Preter- 

Natursl Phenomena.
Edited by T .  L, N iciiou , M author of 
“ Forty Years o f American Life,”  ** Biography 

of the Brother* D a v e n p o r t ,”  fitc ,, A c .

This book contains the personal experi
ences o f  Mr, I erguson, and fila observations, 
during twenty years, muter favourable circum- 
stances, and ever a wide range o f territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi
cal or spiritual, manifestation*. It will* also 
present, from the copious records o f Mr. Fer
guson, specimens o f wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
rclsted. The work o f  the editor will he the 
selection and the arrangement o f  the record* 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work o f  the present time contains accounts 
o f more remarkable, varied and important j 
phenomena than will be found in this volume. 

All order* to be sent to Mr. J , H. Puwxll, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, 

Oxford-street, W,

Now Heady,
In one Vo)., well bound. Post free, price, 51. 

Trfibner & Co., 60, Paternoster-row,

Li f e  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  p o e t i c
PICTU RES, by J. II. POW ELL. 

This work contains an account of the 
Author's remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism 
and Spiritualism, together with a judicious 
selection from his Poems.

May bo obtained of the Author, Spiritual 
L yc ium , 14, Newman Street Oxford Street, W.

Prom the Examiner.
There are some curious details in his account 

of his life—good, bccauso genuine transcripts of 
experience.

From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1865. 
Replete with interest . . . W ill be found 

bothinstructivoandamusing . . . The “ Poetic 
Pictures’ ’ contain many passages of sterling 
merit.

From the Illustrated London News.
Mr. Powell’s verse is better than his prose. 

Tho former is sometimes really vigorous, grace
ful and pathetic; the latter is nearly always 
loose and pretentious.

From the Morning Star.
An interesting, and, in many respects, a 

mournful book. . . . Mr. Powell’s prose is very 
readable.

From the Illustrated Times.
Mr. Powell is, we are inclined to think, a 

thoroughly honest fellow, not without chivalry, 
but decidedly without any sense of humour. 

From the lieasoner.
The book is undoubtedly a true picture of 

events in the author’s career, and leaves the 
impression of honesty and simplicity on his 
part.
From the “  Illustrated News of tho World.” 
The narrative is a sad but striking picture of 

the difficulties whioh besot tho poor man who 
attempts a literary life. Tho poems are short, 
and from tho circumstances under which they are 
written may be considered to possess real merit. 

From the •• British Standard.”
His life has been one of ups aad downs and 

locomotion—one of prosperity and adversity— 
disappointments and triumphs. He is unques
tionably a man of genius, considerably culti
vated, and he possesses a large amount of general 
knowledge.

From the “  Christian World.”
Mr. Powell, through all his trials and heart- 

struggles, has preserved faith in God, Christ, 
and Immortality ; and the drifts of this world's 
sorrows have not blinded him to the sublimities 
of life. Let him, by all means, go forward in 
his efforts, neither extravagantly elated by 
praise, nor depressed by dispraise. He may 
never become a Poet-Laureate, hut ho will write 
true Poetry, nevertheless.

From tho Spiritual Magazine.
An honest, bravo heart and ardent tempera

ment seems to have carried him through 
struggles and misfortunes under which u weaker 
nature, or a less buoyant and hopeful disposi
tion would have sunk. , . . Ills book will 
interest many readers, and we hope its author 
will have no reason to regret its publication. 

From the News of the World,
It illustrates forcibly tho difficulty experi- 

enced in what is called “ getting on in the 
world,”  and some of the Incidents are not a 
little interesting.

From the Author of '* Forty years of American 
Life. ”

I have read every line of yonr “  Life 
Incidents,”  and I like the hook,* so far as 
I have read,—the prose portion—very much 
aad almost entirely. There is a simple 
honesty in your description o f your life straggle, 
which is truly pathetic, and which cannot fail to 
find a wide sympathy.

From the Author of “ Tangles and Tales.”  
Yonr book will, I think, be a succcsb, if it 

gets into the right quarters. It is very nicely 
got up and printed, and the “ Life Incidents’ ’ are 
throughout highly interesting and often 
pathetic,

M ISS D. GOOMAN’S SEANCES.
Mira Cogman will hold seances at her 

residence, 22, New Road, Commercial Hoad, E,, 
every Tuesday ami Wednesday, from 2 p m, to 
*0 ji.m,

Price, 3s. Cd. Post free, 4«.
T N C ID E N T S  IN  M Y  LIFE, by
X  D. 0 .  HOME, neatly bound. A fc* 
Copies of this admirable Work may bo had at 
tho S pir it u a l  L ic e d Mj 14, Newman Street* 
Oxford Street, W .

Da r l i n g t o n . —  d e . M cL e o d
o f  N o w c a s t l o - o n - T y n e  w i l l  L e c t u r e  

in  t h e  M E C H A N I C ’S  H A L L  o n  th e  
E v e n i n g s  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 1 s t  a n d  2 2 n d . 
S u b je c t — “  M odern Spiritualism. ” __

ME .  A N D  M E 8 .  W A L L A C E  
beg to announce that they have takes 

the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford- 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Stances 
to commence at fl o'clock.

Admission la

Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence.
“YTTIIAT SPIEITUALI8M HAS

V V  T A U G H T .”  Reprinted from the 
Spiritual Magaxine, may be had at the Spiritual 
Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W- 

This pamphlet is one of the most vigorous 
of Mr. Howill's numerous writings on Spiritual" 
ism. It is in every way suitable for circulation-

S P IR IT U A L  LYCEUM  TRACTS-

NO. 1.— NICODEM IAN S AND
THOM ASIAN S, b y  W il l i a m  H o w it t . 

No. 2.—SPIR ITU A LISM  IN  H A R M O N ' 
W ITH  SCIENCE, by Dr. J. B. F k i i g u s o n . 

No. 3.— AN A PP E A L TO TH E C L E R G Y  
FO R  TH E IN VESTIG ATIO N  0*  
S P IR IT U A L ISM , b y  O s* o p  T i i RM- 
s e l v b s . Now ready. Price T h re e p e n ce . 

An assortment of the above, with others, 1»*

Q  EIE1TU A L IH ^ IT S E  ACTS AND 
O  PH ASES, Illustrated with Personal; E*' 
poriencos, and Fao-Simtles of Spirit-Writing« 
by J . II. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the genera* 
mass of testimony on this great topic o f the 
ago, it is very vnlunble.— William Housitt.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answer* "* 
received to queries are remarkable, and as h* 
is evidently a truthftil writer, we cannot d° 
otherwise than advise the public to consult tn* 
work. • • * Many persons will read Mr-
Powell's nnrrative with interest, for it has ll® 
lack of tho marvellous set forth in vigorou* 
language.—1‘ulilic Opinion, March 12th, I8“ <- 

The sum of the matter is, that if  one ha* * 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is ,» 11 
what it actually aims at, ho will gain a bett* 
and cloarerview of it from Mr. Powell's vol«™ 
than from any othor that haB yet been publish®“ ’ 
not even excepting that of the great apostf 
medium, Mr. Home himself.— Caledonian MeT' 
cury, March 12, 1364. ,

This is tho fourth book thut has recent 7 
come to our hands on the same subject,»1) ’ 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most stri 
ing of all the former, perhaps, from tho br«v,U 
with which the subject is presented, and » 
nature of thefacts orassumptionswith which i 
crammed from first to last. * * * 1 'heie 
much, very much to excite thought, whether 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry '* * 
no means tho contemptible thing that tm 
people wish to consider it. It deals with » 
ieged facts, which,if true, are astounding i U,V ! 
if false, still they are objects of interest, * 
they ought to be disposed of.— Brilith Stan<‘ ,,r ’ 
March 13th, 1364,

To b e  had of tho Author at the L y c e u m .
Price 2#,, poti free.

L P I T A B E T S  F O E  S E A N C E S .  
T W O P E N C E  E A C H ,  to  h e  h ad  at

.u y u e u iu ,  its. v ticu *  A U B k u c c  . .
T h i s  W o r k  c o n t a i n *  a n  a d m i r a l  

P r e f a c e  o f  4 8  p p . ,  a n d  a n  A p p e n d i x  o f  “  
p p ,  b y  t h e  E u g lm h  E d i t o r .

Printed and Published by the Proprietor 
Roiixnt C o o p i r , at tho Spiritual Lye®111” ’ 
14, Nowman-rt., Oxford-st., in the C“ » 1“ * 
of Middlesex, Saturday, Nov. 11th, IBB.*-


