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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses subatantial realities, presenting
ws not ouly with the semblaunces, hut the positive evidences ,f eternal existence,
eausing us to feol that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,
bat the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah«
wsalute and enduring. because we associate our thonghts with the external and
apparently lasting; but. on reflecrion, we discover that the only absolute and en-
during favts are beyond the tomh,

“LAYING ON OF HANDS.”

It is very amusing to hear the patronizing tone of per-
sons who, having made up their minds on the subject
of Spiritualism, declare that it is all Mesmerism, in order
to rid themselves of a logical difficulty, especially when
those persons know nothing of Mesmerism. There is
no fact more patent than this, that Mesmerism had to
withstand years of intense, bitter antagonism directed
against it by the great M.D.’s and D.D.’s of the age.

en of learning and position everywhere denounced it as
& material tmposssbility. It was oonsidered an evidence
of imbecility or gross charlatanism for any person to assert
that, under the eflects of Mesmerism, clairvoyance could
be manifested, cures effected, or surgical operations safely
performed without the patient experiencing the slightest
pain from the operation. The scientific Materialists de-
olared the thing impossiblo a thousand times. The surgeon
relied on chloroform which sometimes became fatally admin-
istered. The physician reposed confidence iu drugs, which
sometimos, perhaps often, killed more patients than they
oured. Now and again somo advanced mind, impatient of
control by the rigid routine of the medical schuols, broke
the fotters in which, for years, they had proscribed, and
lo! Esdaile, Elliotson, Ashburner, and others, one by one,
became outlawed, as it were, from the legitimate profession
for substituting Mesmerism for medicine. To repeat the
history of the past struggles which only a few English
medical men were destined to maintain, through the ignor-
ance and prejudico of orthodox practitioners, would be
a task scarcely necessary. It is too well known, in fact,
to need repeating; but it opportunely teaches a lesson
to those clever opponents who are constantly denounc-
ing Bpiritualism, whilst they ride Mesmerism as a kind
of hobby-horse. It was eaid by the most approved
medical practitioners, that it was impossible to extract
& tumour, or amputate a limb, under any amount of
mesmeric or nervo-vital influence. Yet Dr. Elliotson in
England, and Dr. Esdaile in India, actually made the
*“fmposnible” thing possible. They not only proved that
sensation could be deadoned by ¢ passes,’ but that diseases
of long standing, which had been pronouncad incurable,
eould be cured by them. 8till the imperturbable orthodox
medical fraternity remained stolidly unconvinced. But

is was not the end. Dr. Elliotson lost & most lucrative
bractice, and not only this, he was necessitated to combat
Wisropresentations and imputations. We do not believe
any class of men, without it be the clergy, are so s}ow to move
out of establi: hed puths as the doctors. They are indubitably
dogmatic Besides, all inuovations, of the nature of Elliot-
%ou’s, stand so strongly opposed to their interests, that we

are not surprised at the antagonistic and cruel treatment
which was (Fisplayed towards the pioneers of Mesmerism. It
is, however, gratifying to learn that the Mesmeric Infirmary,
of 26, Weymouth-street, is progressing with its cures; and
that every fresh report issued by its Committee proves the
fact that so-termed ¢ incurables’ can be cured by a process
as simple as it is beautiful.

In London wo have many noble institutions, and not the
least to be acknowledged are the hospitals and infirmaries
established for the poor ; they are, all of them, monuments
of real Christian charity (we speak of their use, not abuse.)
But the question arises when we read the words—* Hos
pital,” or “Home for Incurables,” Have the true means of
cure in all cases been applied? We have no hesitation in
snying they have not. The reason is obvious. The orthodox
system of Therapeutics being considerod final, the doctors
exhaust their s{{)ill and drugs in vain, and the result is,
they pronounce incurable thoso patieuts whose maladies
defy tfxeir prescriptions.

Experience has taught all who have diligently pursued
Mesmerism, and applied it therapeutically, that various
‘“incurable ” cases can be cured. With this knowledge,
it behoves them to make known the fact that Nature has,
within her exhaustless arcanum, a remedy for many so-
called incurable cases—and that remedy is simply Mes-
merism.  But what is Mesmerism ? Wae think, « child of
Spiritualism. How else can Clairvoyance be accounted
for? how elso the marvellous cures effected by a touch?
Dr. Newton in America, at the present day, is astounding
the Americans with his extraordinary cures produced by
the * Layiug on of hands,” ¢ without money and without
price.”” Mr. I'radelle, of the Mesmeric Infirmary in London,
without exaggeration, could n tale unfold relative to the
patients who have been benetitted by Mesmerism, which
would put to the blush a legion of learned doctors,

Wo had the pleasure, when visiting the infirmary lately,
of conversing with the venerable Dr. Elliotson, and it waa
not a little gratifying to us to listen to his relations of the
marvels of Bpiritnalistn, which had occurred in his own
experionco. he said he used to seufl’ at religion, and hold
the Bible in low esteem. Now he reads it everyday, and finds
therein parallel phenomena to those occurting in modern
days. Lhe fact of Dr. Elliotson becoming n Spiritualist,
may have little weight with those who regarded his early
mesmeric carcer with suspicion; but to those who have
been blessed with the saving evidences of a reasomable
faith in the spiritual it is a fact to be regarded with pride.
No more bitter opponent to Modern Spiritualismn existed
than Dr. Elliotson. In the pages of the Zoist will be found
strictures from him the most unfuair and inconsistent on the,
to him, then hateful subject. Yet there was no doubt of his
sincerity. e stood towards Spiritualism as the orthodox
doctors stood towards Mesmerism; hence his inconsis.
tency. Now a pleasing chunge hes come over his Ma-
terialism; he is no longer a scoffer, but a simple-minded
believer, If no other fact, in the way of spiritual mira-
cles could be presonted, than that of Dr. Elliotson's con-
version, it would be enough to convince us of its power,
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We have briefly glanced at the subject of Mesmerism,
alluding in a special manner to Dr. Elliotson and the
Mesmeric Infirmary, becauss we believe the work being
done under the doctor’s direction therein is a holy work.
The time is not far distant when this old world shall be
turned dizzy by the startling eflocts of Spiritualism, which
not only atfords us Moesmerism to cure disease of body,
but Philosophy and Religion to eradicate diseass of soul.
Wae are certain there only needs more faith on tho part of
our mediums ; not faith in superstition, but in the power
of God, and the uses of Spiritualism; and a willing sacri-
fico of selfish feelings which stand oppused to pure spi-
ritual influx. Depend upon it, we shall never apply the
proc ss of * Laying on of hands” to its full issues, until
we are less self-sufficient, and more roliant on the Good
Spirit who gives us life and light,

THE COLCHESTER CASE AGAIN.

Tne English papers aro rejoicing over tho decision on the
late Colchestor caso. It is assertod that Colchester paid o
fine, with costs, amounting to 473 dollars, and that in the
eye of the law he is a jugeler. Perhaps he is ono. It
80, it does not affect Spiritualiam one iota. Judge Hall,
in his address to the jury at Buffalo, said, “The most
obvious way of denling with mediums would be to put
them upon oath,” or words signifying as much. Wao have
little regard for those who swear, thorefore we object to
oaths, and believe them almost wholly ineffectual. But
should mediums be called upon to swear they are medinms,
will it alter the fact that they are such? Certainly not.
It would be as sensible to ask a man to swear that ho was
not & woman, or a physician to swear that he was not a
leech, although he called himself one. Mediums need
have little dread of the oath; they may take ten thousand
and lose no particle of mediumship in conserquence.

If conjurors call themselves mediums they will bo very
likely to support the deception on oath, for what we have
seen of many of thom we don’t think they would much
mind the respgnsibility of sw.aring to deccive, since de-
ception is their trade.

REMARKS ON THE WONDERFUL
SUPERNATURAL.

AND 'THE

This nrticle, which we have tranalated from a French work,
will perhiaps suffice to show that there is something more than
i generully believed to exist in the teaching of Hpiritualism. It
is only by opening little by little the multifarious folds of this
doctrine, that we trust to be able to help them that choose to
be enlightened,

Though the word * acience ” Lias been, and is, repeatedly used
in relation with Spiritualism, we think that “ doetrine ” would
be more appropriate, It should ever be remembered that
science is human, while doctrine is divine ; or, in other words,
that the former exclusively serves to enlighten the intellect,
whereaa the latter cultivates the soul.  For that reason we
trust the new light brought to bear on the real purpose of
Bpiritanlism will tind less opposition than it has hit{lertu been
its lot to meet with ju this land of free diseussion, sound judg-
ment, and fair play.

et e

Lr faith in apirita and their manifestations wers a private con-
ception, the result of a system, it might, with soms appearance
of rea<on, Lo suspected of being detusory ; but who wiil he able
to tell us why it should be found so strongly reoted amongst
saciont as well as moderu populations, and in all the books of
known religions 1 Bomo critic say that it is becauss man has
always been fowl of what is wonderful.  But what do they eall
wonderful 1 That which is supernatural. And what do’ they
understand by supernatursl ! That which is coutrary to the
laws of nuture 7 Are they, then, so conversaut with those laws
as 1o feel capabls of assigning a limit to the power of God 1
Be it mo! But then they must prove that the existence of
spirits and their manifestations are adverse to nature's law ; that,
in fact, there is no such existence ; and, moreover, that it caunot
be in accordunce with any of those laws. Now, follow the
wpiritunl doetrine, and see if it does not possess all the foatures
of & wost wdnnrable law.  'The power of thiuking isan attribute
of the apirit; the possibility of acting en mutter, of mnking an

impression on the senses, and thence of transmitting thoughts,
are altogether simple consequences of the physiolugical counsti-
tation ; there is, thereforo, nothing supernatural in this fact.
People say, we admit that a spirit can 1ift up a table, and keep
it in space without point of contact, which fact is contrary
to the laws of gravitation, DBut, let us ask, has nature spoken
her Inst word 1 Who would have said, when experiments had
not yet proved the ascentional power of certain gases, that a
heavy machiue, loaded with many men, would have overcome
the force of attraction T Was not that wonderful,supernatural,
and, for the masses, diabolical 7 [Ie who would have proposed
a century ago to send a wmessage five hundred miles off, and
receive an anawer in a few minutes, woull have been thought a
lupatic ; and, if he had accomplished the feat, it would have
been said that the devil was at his orders, since in those days it
was thought that no one but Satan could go so fast, Could not
an unknown fluid have the property, in particular circumstances,
of counterbalancing the effect of gravity, as the hydrogen coun-
tevacts the weight of the balloon 1 This i3 a comparison, not an
assimilation, and we merely mention it to show, hy means of
an analogy, that the feat ia not physically impossible ; for it is
only when scientitic men proceeded by assimilation in the obser-
vation of the phenomeuna that they misled themselves, But the
fact does nevertheless exist, and cannot be denied.  Tn our mind,
liowever, there is nothing supernatural ; which is all we can say,
for the moment, at least.

If tae fact be authenticnted, some persons say, then we
will believe in it, and, moreover nccept tae explanation suvgested
on your part, viz, the action of an unknown fluid. But who
can prove the inturvention of spirits 1 This, and only this, can
we call wonderful, supernatural.

A long demonstration would be necessary, and it would be
out of plice here ; however, we may i a few words state it is
theoretically founded on the principle that every intelligent
effect must have an intelligent cause ; and, practically, on the
obxervation that, ag spiritual phenomena have shuwn themselvea
to have been planned with intelligence, so they must spring from
a greater power than that of matter,  Farthermore, that as this
intelligence is independent of witnesses. it necessarily fullows
that such intelligence springs from other external enuses; and,
lastly, as the action is not to be seen, the effecy must necessarily
be due to an iuvisible ageney. 'Thus, after mauy ohservations,
it was acknowledged that this invisible agency, to whom the
name of spirit has been given, is nothing else than the soul of
hime who haa lived corporally, of him who has dropped bis
tangible body, retaining a mere ethereal envelope, which
in sormal comditions is not to be seen, Ilere, then,is the
~implest expression of facts generally considered supernatural.
The existenco of invisible beings once ascertained, their action
on matter vesults from the nature of the tlaidical principle, and it
necessarily is an intelligent action,since death has nifected nothing
more than the flesh,  This is the key of all phenomenn wrongly
ealled supernatural.  Phe existenes of spirits is, then, not a pre-
conceived system, an imaginary hypothesis ; it is the result of
obwervation, nnd the naturnl consequence of the existence of the
soul and its attributes.  Let those who think themselves able
to give a more rational solution to thess intelligent performances
—eapocinlly if they can give a reason for all tacts—let them, we
say, do it, and then a disenssion on the merit of each will be of
soine use.

For persons who will look upou matter as the only power of
nature, all that which i3 not explained by the laws of matter is
wonderful or supernatural ; for them wounder is synounimous
with superstition, At this rate, religion found -d on the existence
of an immaterinl principle, would be a tissuo of ruperstitions ;
they do not dare to say so aload, but tr.ey whisper it wuong ons
another, and they think they have saved appearances if they
ndmit that a veligion of some sort is necessary fur the masses,
and to keep children quiet.  Now, we must either ndmit the
trath of religion or decluve its fulsehood ; then, if it be true,
suvely it i3 so for every oue; and, if fulse, it cannot be better
for the ignorant than for the enlightened.

Thoxe who nceuse Spiritualism on aceonut of its wonders, taks
their stand on a material principle, beeause, by denying all
oxtra material effuct, they thercby deny the existence of the
goul, Fathom their thoughts, as well as the meaning of their
words, and you will find this principle repentodly expres-sed
under the spacions exterior of rational philosophy.  If you ask
thom boldly whether they possess a soul, they may not dare to
suy uo, but will answer that they do not know, or they are not
certain about it. By calling supernatural everything that ema-
nates from the oxistence of the soul, they are cuusw}uent with
themselves, bucanss as long ny they reject the cause they eannot
admit the effeets ; hence their prejudiced opinion, and their un-
fitneas to judge Spiritualism correctly, beenuse thoy commence
by repudiating whatsoever is not matter. By admitting the
effects which are the eousequence of the oxistence of the soul, it
must not be believed that we aceept all things qualified as won-
derful ; we are not the chawpions of dreamers, of adepts to al
Utopias, of all systematio eccentricitios,  Only those who have
no knowledge of Spiritaalism can think so ; but our adversaries

;
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do not trouble themselves about it; the necessity of having a
knowledge of what they talk aliout is the Jeast of their thoughts.
According to their notions anything marvellous is absurd ; and
a8 Spiritualism rests on wonderful facts, Spiritualism is absurd.
Their verdict is without appeal. The scientific inquiries insti-
tuted with regard to the Convulsiounaires de St. Medar, the
Camisards des Cevennes, or the Nuns of Loudun, are bronght
forward as irrefutable arguments, because they reached at their
foundation fraud and deceit ; but do they mean to say that those
impositions are the Gospel of Spiritualism 7 Have its partizans
ever deuied that charlatanismi has sometimes taken advantage
of certain facts, while imagination has invented others, and
fanaticism exaggerated a great many ! Spiritualism is no more
answerable for the extravagances committed in its name, than
true science is for the errors of ignorance or true religion for
the excesses of bigotry. Many critics decide about Spiritualism
on fairy tales and popular legends, which are mere fictions, It
would be the same if we were ty pass our opinion on history,
without taking any better evidence than that furnished by
historical novels or tragedies.

In elementary logic 1t is necessary to be well acquainted with
the thing in discussion, and the statements of a critic can be of
Do value so long as he speaks without mastering his subject.
Only then can his opinion, even when erroneous, be taken into
consideration ; but of what weight could its reasouning be, if it
referred to matters unknown to him 1 The true critic must show
not only erudition, but a thorough knowledge of the subject he
treats of, a right judgment, and impartiality enough to disregard
any temptation ; were it not g0, a common fiddler might claim
the right of passing a verdict on Rossini, and a mere pencil-
holder that of censuring the divine Raphael.

Spiritualism, then, does not aceept all the facts called wonder-
ful or superuatural ; it, ou the contrary, shows the ahsurdity of
K great mumber of these facts, and the ridicule of certain idens
which, properly speaking. constitute the very essence ot super-
stition, It is true that many things admitted by Spiritualism
will appear to the incredulous as manifest proofs of superstition,
Be it so it they so plense, Lut then let us discuss those points and
nothing more, since no ohjections can be raised against the
others. But where are the boundaries of Spiritualism?
When shall we attain its limits] To such questions we
must “auswer thus: Read, and you will know. Science
is only acquired by dint of time and study, and as Spiritualism
in in itxelf a seience connected with the most important questions
of philosophy, social order, and morality, we must not expect to
learn it in & few hours. 1t would be as childish to insist upon
viewirg Spiritualism ouly in the sphere of table-turning. as to
pretend seeing the marvels of physical sciences in the amusing

erformances of modern toys. For anyone willing to lovk
Eeyuml the surface of things, it is not by fnours. but by months
and years that e must couut the time necessary to master all
the arcana concealed in our subject. 1t is ensy, then to conceive
what amount of knowledge is possessed by them who take upon
themselves to decide, nerely because they have assisted once or
twice at some experiments, in many cases for the mere sake of fun,
They will say, perhaps, that it is impossible for them to give
the necessary time to that study. Very well, nobody compels
them to do so; but when people have no time to study
and learn, they must not meddle and tatk about what they do
not know, and still less pretend to criticize if they will not be
accused of levity. The higher iz one's scientitic position, the
less pardenable it is to treat with jocosity au unknown subject.

We must beg to conclude wiih the following propositions :—

L= All spiritual phenomena have as a prineiple the existence
of the moul, its fact of outliving the body, and its manifesta-
tions. :

2. These phenomena being founded on one of nature's laws,
are neither wonderful nor superuatural; in the common sense of
these words.

3. Many facts are thought supernatural only becanse their
origin 18 unknown. Spiritualism, by assigning them a cause,
Urings them within the pale of natural phenomena.

4. Many of the facts qualified as supernatural are shown by
Spiritualism as impossible, and by it considered as super-
slitions.

* 8. Though Spiritualism is ready to acknowledge a certain
degreo of truth 1t some of the most popular notions, it does uot
accept the responsibility of fantastical stories sugpested by
worbid imaginstions. .

6. To judge on facts not admitted by Spiritualism, is a mark
of ignorance, and no value is to be nttached to such an opinion,

‘7. The explanation of the facts admitted by Spiritualism,
their causes, and their mortal consequences, coustitute a real
science, requiring a serious perseverjug study,

8. No oue ean be thought a sincere critic of Spiritualism but
he who has studied it with the patience aud perseverance of a
conscientious obzerver ; one who knows on this matter as much
a8 the most enlightened adept ; who derives his knowledge from
other sources than novels, one to whom no fact can be oppored
without his being acquainted with it; who refutes not werely
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by degenations, hut by means of peremptory arguments, and
can, in short, assign more logical causes to the effects which so
frequently come under our notice.

Such a critic, we are happy to say, has not yet been dis-
covered.

COMMTUNICATION.

O~ going home one day, I happened to come across a splendid
tree covered with golden fruits. At this sightI could not resist
the temptation of taking some home to my father. The tree
was high, and gave me great trouble ; eventually, however, I
succeeded, and, with my load of fruits, was able to go home-
wards radiant with joy. When, fresh of my triumph, I had
displayed my fruits before my father, what was my astonishment
to hear him latghingly say, **See the results of ignorance !
How often is not some such want of knowledge the main cause
of the sterility that attends our work ! Tlese fruits, my dear
boy, are sour. With more wisdom thou would'st not have taken
so much trouble, knowing that a wild and uncultivated tree
produces nothing that can be considered fit for man.”

Moved to anger by these remarks, I seized my father’s axe,
and was on the point of rushing back to the traitorous tree,
when my father stopped me and added, “ Pause before condemn-
ing, and see whether it be possible to amend its nature. Let us
try to graft this plant. Then, should our endeavours prove of
no avail, it will be time enough to cut it down, and remove it
from the spot it uselessly occupies. Remember, my son, that
knowledge should precede judgment, and the spirit of improve-
ment that of destruction.” ’

This, friends, is what my father said.

SOCIAL SCIENCE.—~THE ORGANIZATION OF LABOUR
CONSIDERED AS TIIE TRUE BASIS OF THE
' SOCIAL ORGANISM.

THERE i3 a large namber of men in our country who are interested in
fuestions of socinl progress und :mprovemert. The reforms which have
agitated the minds of the people for the last thitty years, haveexcited  in
many, an ardert desire for the estublishment of a true order of society on
the earth, and for the socinl elevation of the humsn race. They would
like to engage in, or aid in some way,a work that would promote the
attainments oftheir great ends. The question is to know what to do,
and how to begin, The problem of social re-organization is a rare and
complex one. If they who undertake it do not begin rightly—begin at
the beginning—and conduct their operations wisely they will fail,

After much experience and study, we do not hesitate to afirm that the

true, practical commencement of a sucial re-organization—or rather of
* Organization, * for society is as yet in veality unorganized, and in
an incoheront, transitional state—is in the ORGANIZATION OF LaBOUR,
. Labour—or to speak of it in its concrete form, praductive industry, with
its various branches of agriculture, manufiactures, ete,~—is the foundation of
the social system. 1f the foundation is not rightly laid, if it is falscly con~
stiuted, the superstructure will be false. Thegreat problem to besolved,
the prior work to be done, by men who would accomplish something
positive and practicable for the elevation of their race, is to organize labour
on seientific principles und 4 basis of justice.

We present the plan of an enterprise which will test, and we believe,
will solve this great problem, It is an industrial enterprise, based on the
prineiple of associution, in which labour will be organized in
accordance with nature’slawa of Organization. While the enterprise has
for its object the demonstration of a great truth, it will offer to those who
engage in it a broad and noble field of action, and scope for exercise of
the higher faculties of the mind.

Before explaining the nature of the enterprise, we will explain briefly
what labour is, and the functions which it performs in the sociul world,
The render will then better undersiand the supreme importance of its
Organization, and the value of the enterprise wihch has that desire in
view,

Labour is the physical activity of man, directed under the control of
thought to the creation of the means and instrumentalitics necessarvy to
his materinl existence, huppiness, greatness and power. 1t is the li"ing
force, the vis viva in man applied to the accomplishment of that part of
his destiny on earth which depends on material or industrial creations
What can he more important than to organize this great and primary
foice to which the proper dircction and application of all the forces and
the Life in nature ure subject 2

As to the functions which labour performsin the social world, we wili
sum up the leading ones under the following hends 1

First. Labouris the sole source of wealth., adam Smith, in his great
work on the wealth of nat.ons, first procluimed clearly in 1776 this truth,
Since then, it has been held by all poiitical economists  This truth
appears however, self-evident, when we define in what wealth consists
und how it is produced.  Wealth consisty in all those things which are
necessaly to, or promote man's physical wants and comforts, his material
greatness and power,  Now 1t is labour wnich creutes them all, It
labour which clears, cultivates and beautifies the earth, which is his nbode ;
which erects his editices, produces his foad and clothing, rears and tames
his flocks and herds, conatructs his means of convevance, works mines
unud their metals, manufactures his implements and wachinery, printa his
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books, in shart, creates the totality of material things, which are indis-
pensable to his well being, in which we cali wealth,

Second. Labour is the primary source of health and of physical
development. Continual exercise and movement are, as is known, the
conditions of a normal state for all higher animal organisms. It is only
under a system of ATTRACTIVE INDUsTRY—which will be one of the results
of its scientific Organization—that humanity will attain to integral health,
and a natural state of longevity, which is something over a century; the
longevity of the human race isinour false societies, ahout thirty-three

a

Third, Labour furnishes the conditions of man’s intellectual and
moral development ; that is, the material means necessary to education
and exercise of the arts and sciences.

Fourth. Labour is the material basis of the social system, the founda-
tion on which the whole social superstructure rests. ~ As it furnishes to
man wealth, heaith, and the means of education, it is evident that no true
social order can exist if these conditions are wanting.

We could lay down other propositions, but these are sufficient to
demonstrate the importance of organizing labour, for the great results
which labour can secure to man, can only he secured in their fulness by
its scientific Organization.

Labour is at presant unorganized, or imperfectly organized; it is in a
rude and incoherent state ; its exercise is difficult, repalsive and brutal-
ising, its product is small,

The condition of labour engenders & majority of the evils which exist in
society, and which are falsely attributed to other causes, such as the
imperfection or depravity of man, his fall, &e. It entails on the masses
poverty with its cares and anx ieties, or sinka them into ignorance, as it
absorbs them in physical toil, and leaves them without the means of
mental culture ; it enslaves the mind and hody, the spiritual to the
material, and degrades man's moral and intellectual nature ; it gives rise
to unjust laws and institutions, such as slavery, the wages aystem,
privileges and monopalies, by which the intelligent and cunning oppress
the ignorant multitude and plunder them of the fruit of their labou: ; it
creates general distrust and discord in society by the devices and frauds
which are practised for the purpose of gain; it drives men of ambition, talent,
and capaaity from productive industry, and induces them to engage in the
unproductive pur~uits and professions which live on labour, and in which
they ohtain wealth without the toil Pruducing it itfafllicts indirectly the
rich with dehility and disease, as it leads them to puss their lives in
idleness ; it impels members of the lower classes to resort to drunkenness,
to forget their sufferings, or to crime, to obtain the means of existence,
which labour often does not supply ; it excites a contempt for work, and
renders idle ease respectable, giving to society a false tone, which vitiates
its whole tendency and apirit.

A true Organiaution of labour or of productive industry can alone
temedy these evils.  Let us see what it will effect,

It will praniey 1¥pUsSTRY, and BENDRR 1T ATTRACTIYE, and will induce
all to engage voluntarily in it and become producers ; it will thus secure
the possession of universal REALTH and universal weALTH, which are the
two primary conditions of human happiness ; it will lead to the abolition
of unjust laws and institutions, by which the minority live without labour
on the toil of the masses, for which industry is rendered attractive, no one
will wish to remain idle, and to chent others out of the fruit of their labour 3
it will enlist the talent, enterprise and energy of society in industry, as
they are now enlisted in commerce, banking, politics, etc, and will give to
industry a gigartic development; it will supply the materisl means
necessary to education; it will free the mind from slavery to matter by
creating wealth in sbundance, to satisfy all the physical wants. and by
proper muterial armngements in society ; it will lead to unity of interest
and sction, and will establish the reign of real and practical liherty in the
social world, for there can be no real liherty for the labouring clasmes, so
long as they are forced to spend their lives in repulsive toil ; it will give
a tone to society that will render industry honourable, and idieness
dishonourahle, and will establish new standards of respectability and
social position ; and, lastly, it will open to umbition and genius—when
the sytsem shall be univerualized —~avenues to fitme and fortune,

Tt 18 to teat practically this great problem ofthe O:ganization of labour
that we propess the undertaking we have mn view. If a body of enter-
prising and intelligent men coulid be interested in the work—a hundred
even with a cupital of, from 2, 000 to 5, 000 dollurs ench~~the enterprise
could be begun, and if wisely munaged, carried through with brilliant
success, leading to results of uniooked for importance.

We propuse a practical experiment on a comparatively small scale on
a tract of Jand, Jems in extent than a tewnship, and with a few hundred
persons.  The Organization of Iubour can be tried on this seale, a8 weil
as if made on & whole country, anid its great and heneficent reaults clenrly
demonstruted.  We believe thut if a single succssful experiment would
be made, and the effvcts which a scientiic Orzanization of lahour would
produce were exhibited to the waild, it would bo srruck with astonishment
at the sight of an industrial system thut would ereate attraction and
enthusiaam in labour, sicure the posseasion of wenith to the extent of
superfiuity, and estublish concord aud unity in all interests und in all the
industnal operations of socicty.

We have ofien seen in history great results spring from amall causes,
Tha invention of the spinning jenny and power-loom has revolutionized
the manufacturing system of the world.  Fhe invention of the cotton gin
i the beginning of the century, gave an immense impetus to the cotton
ealture, and wi h it to the spread of slavery, which in turn led to the
mighty slave power that engendered 4 civil war, the most terrible n
hatory. The iden of Ntepbenson of placing a steam-carringe, on a tram-
road giving rise to the ratlwuy system, has changed the travel, and to
some extent the social intercourse of the world, In like manner, we
believe that a single example of a trae Organization of indus'ry and of
the pelations of these engnged in it, would lead to a fundamental and
beneficent ehange i our whals industrial, eommercial, and comtiniug
systems, which are radically fulse and demand a padiest reform, and
would luy the foundation « £ the elevation of the Inbouring clusses ur the
masees of mankind,~-Religis- Philvsophical Journal.

T

MARION’S GRAVE.*
Br J. H. PoweLL.

In a grave-vard near the Wye,
Where ripe, ruddy apples grow ;

While the over-arching sky
Sun-eyed smiled on all below,

Near an ivied, ancient wall,
Where a sapling’s branches wave,
And the grasses green and tall,
Decorate my Marion’s grave—

I, her pilgrim parent, stood,
After half a acore of years ;
And my mind in memory’s mood,
Gave my eyes no ready tears.

All the past, since she was here,
In her body pure and frail—
All her gentlo graces dear,
And her features thin and pale—

All my hopes and anxious fears,
Daily watehings and caressings —
All her mother’s painfu! tears
Mixed with Love's pure choicest blessings—

All—like loving spirits came,
From the sanctum of the yenrs,
Whisp'ring Marion's hallow’d name,
And I shed no ready tears—

For 1 felt her presence blessing—
And her kisses as of old ;

While the zephyrs aniled earressing,
And the grave was touched with gold.

Buried *neath a tiny mound,
Where the satin grasses wave,
And no tablet marks the ground ;-
There I found my cherub’s grave.

And [ loved the sacred scene,
Sanctified hy all that’s true,

Decked by Summer’s luscious sheen !
Bathed in Morning’s glistening dow !

And T stood heside her grave,

While the zephyrs toyed with flowers,
Where the emerald grasses wave,

And sweet music charms the hours—

Saving—Marion | angel heauty !
Thou, my child, who knew no guile
(uide me in the wavs of Duty,
Where no shameless sins defile.

Often in Tifo's woakest season,
When the lights of Duty waned,

And my soul was dead to Reason,
And my lave of Truth was feigned,

T have felt thy angel hand

Stay my footsteps —Guardian Sonl !
And my feet have trod the land

Lending towards Life's heuvenward go

In a grave vard near the We,
Where the rocks in pride arise :

In a grave yard wheroe the eye
Grocts the verdure with surprise;

There I stond by Marion's grave,
Like a pilgrim at a shrine,

Where the soft green grasses wave,
With a feeling all divine,

m——
SPIRITS RENDERING EXTRACTS FROM SHAKSPEARK

— e .

Mu. E. H. Eddy, the medium who has been holding séances here
this summer, is atill engaged. astonishing sceptics and promul-

ating the truth of spirit-communion. New tests mark his
5evolopmeut. Spirits materialize voeal orgaus, and spesk
audibly to the naudience, J. W. Booth frequently rendering
extracts from Shakapenre, oceupying five and ten minutea for
their recitation. All this taking place while the medium has hs
mouth filled with water, discliarging it after the speaking
ceases.

The spirita pass round the room rattling castanets, thrumming
the guitar, singing, slapping tho ceiling with hands, tracing theit
names with & peucil on carls, ealling every porson in the cirylc’
by name, and offering uther tests, conclusivo evideuce of spirits
ability to return to carth and manifest.  Mr. Eddy is doin;i‘go(ul
amony inquiring minds, and stemming the tide of orthodox
opposition.—Banner of Light.

J—

Tstbner & Co, 69:

* From * Life Incidents aud Poctic Pictures.”
Paternoster-row, London,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by
eur Correspondents.

CRITICS AND REVIEWERS.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Dear Sir.—The majority of readers are like sheep. under and In more
aspects and respects than one. Beau Window, or Beau Brummell, or
some other beau sets a ridiculous fashion, and the human lambkins
follow. Any Tomnoddy writes a review in what is termed a respectable
publication, and the human sheep, without troubling themselves to think
for themselves, or ask questions, accept the dictum or opinion there
expressed as Gospel truth. . .

efore such an opinien is received, the following questions should sug-
gest themsclves. Was the review hought; and, if so, how ! By money;
by the amenities of trade; or was the favourahble review granted as a gift
of personal friendship? Was the hostile review the result of personal or
literary apite? Who was the man who reviewed ? What amount of
brains had he? what of common sense ? In fact, who and what is that
anonymous man, and what his powers? Where a reviewer quotes pas-
sages which justify the hostile review, we are enabled to judge for our-
selves whether his judgment is right or wrong., But when he merely
poop-poohs & book on his own assertion—a book which a reader of the
review knows to be of sterling worth, then we are led to ask who is this
literary jackanapes that sits 1n judgment upon his superiors? in the same
way thut we might ask who are the conceitedlv dull writers of sensational
articles 7 Who are these nameless men?  \What brilliant and immaortal
works have they produced to illuminate a wondering and awe-struck
world? We know nothing of them or their works. Even where reasons
have to be given, any ordinary literary animal thinks himself competent
to dissect, to pull to pieces, or to praise. But if reviews have so degene-
rated as to be but mere dogmatical ussertions as to the merit or demerit
of # work, why that lenrned pig, whos: sides have, no doubt, been years
ago converted into hacon (tough bacon, ton, 1 opine), could have been a
reviewer, even had he not opened or read a page of the work he reviewed —
a practice that obtains, T believe, with human reviewers now, The ass
that is said to have spoken, could. no doubt, have reviewed as well as
some of the asses and false prophets of to-day.

The publication known as * Public Opinion™ has its own superb
reviewer, and it is his wont tosay of a work, ** Depart into darkness; thou
art not worthy.” To another, ** Go forth into the world; the sunshine
of our favour is upon thee.” Would that he had been one of the re-
viewers of the * llours of Idleness”® No; he would have escaped. If
1 were to aim at our Chinese friend Chang's head, I should miss the
little Hobgoblin (or whatever is s name) at Chang’s side, Byron shoot-
ing at Jefireys would miss pigmy reviewers such as our day has produced.
I wish to bring under the s otice of your readers two exquisite reviews
from the pen of this omniscient and immacalate genius, whose lucabrations
adorn the pages of ** Public Opinion,” but in doing so it 18 only fair to
say that this periodical (P, 0.) has only recently taken to reviewing, and
its reviewer may have only just acquired the green goose feathers. 'T'hese
reviews shine in the number of Octoher 14, in the year of grace, 1865.

Many of your readers have probably read Dr, Ferguson’s ** Supramun-
dane Facts,” edited by T. L. Nichols, M.D.  Let me premise that many
witlings have made it their study, and it has become the fashion to nidi-
eule Spinitualism, of which they probably know as little as they do of
the convolutions and capacity {or, rather, want of capacity) of their own
witless brains. Now, the reviewer, in adding his quota to the general
bray—to the fushionable * B.-Haw !’ became likewise in fashion, and
tickled, no doubt, his own long ears, as he did also the long ears of the
other Jerusalem-ponies of literature,

He does not quote Messrs, Nichols or Ferguson, but the mentally and
irtellectunlly grund little man, finds in Dr. Ferguson but a showman, and
dismisses his and Dr. Nichols's joint work as a * book full of ridiculous
stories,” which % may please those persons wha are indifferent Lo sense
and facts.’* After wiiting that clencher, our reviewer would probably
walk into the Strand out of his little street, with his hands stuck into his
white waistcont pockets, and after regarding with natural admiration the
patent-leather boots which encased his feet and ten toes, would perhaps
turn into Simpeon®s and have his chop and subsequent vigar.  Hadn't he
enlightened tha world 2 and hadu't he exposed humbugs ? and didn't he
deserve his chop ?  Yes, he did deserve a chop, but it was a chap which
would have lessened those appendages which adorn the brethren ridden
by little girls and boys on Ctapham Common und Blackheath on ordinary
duys, and by reviewers on Sundays.

{any of your readers have, no doubt, thought the above work well
written, singularly earnest, and seemingly truthful, and relating to subjects
and ultimate conaequences compared with which the lights nnd giories
and the grandeur of this world are but ns nuthing. Now, readers of the
“Bpiritual ‘Times,” would you like to learn what lm‘lngp !rx.lghll!\m the
aforesaid reviewer, who sees nothing but humbug in .bp\muu_hsta and
8pititunlism, who is of more renown than William Howitt, who is greater
than Dr. Nichols, does really delight in? does really, with nll. his sond,
and capacity, and instinct, and reason, all his lhought_and its parent
brain, admire? 1 will tell you. It is the work entitled, * Artemus
Ward (His Travels) ameng the Mormons.” . o

He * gindly welcomes another book ** from Ward—the kn,wred spirit
Ward, Me will *be glad to sce Mr. Ward in England " (1 wonder
whether he will invite Ward to make a trio of Christmas geese!) Now
I'may be wanting in that powsr to discern merit whicn is vested in
Artemus’s friend, but I cannot, forthe life of me, imagine what a sensible
Wan can see 1o admire in the following trash, which he quotes from
Attemus's book, und which fills hi« sublime brain, and over which he

the reviewer) holds his sides. for fear the gas it (Artemus’s book) had
®evolyed should cause an explosion of the reviewer's body.

I can imagine him on the banks of the Mersey even now, waiting to
receive and welcome Artemus, as the dove was welcomed of old, Kven
now can I, in imagination, see him bestriding his long-ear’d steed on the
banks or landing-stage of that dear old Mersey river.

*The following is headed * Harvard College,” and happily displays
A. Ward's unique facetiousness :—

¢ I'his celebrated institootion of learnin’ is pleasantly situated in the
bar-room of Parker's, in School-street, and has poopils from all over the
country.

% I had a letter yes'd'y, by the way, from our mootunl son, Artemus, jr.,
who is at Bowdoin College, in Maine. He writes that he is a Bowdoin
Arab. & isit cum to this? Is this boy, as I nurtered with a Parent’s
care into his Childhood’s lLiour—is he goin’ to be a Grate American
humourist?  Alars! [ fear it is too troo. Why didn’t I bind him out
to the Patent Travellin’ Vegerable Pill Man, as was struck with his ap.
pearance at our last County Fair, & wanted him to go with him and be
a Pillist?  Ar, these Boys—they little know how the old folks worrit
about ’em. But my father he never had no occasion to worrit about me.
You know, Betsy, that when 1 fust commenced my career as o moral
exhibition with a six-legged cat and a Bass drum, [ was only a simple
peasant child—skarce 15 Summers had flow'd over my youthful hed.
But I had summind of my own. My father understood this. * Go,"” he
said, - go, my son, and hog the public! (he ment,** knock *em,” hut the
old man was allus a little given to slang). I put his withered han’
tremblingly onto my hed, and went sadly into the house. I thought 1
saw tears tricklin’ down his venerable chin, but it might have been
tobacker jooce. IHe chaw'd.”

W hat sensible writer, after reading this extract, would care to have the
opinion of u reviewer? With the assurance of my distinguished considera-
tion to our friend the reviewer, and the other reviewers who are wont
to display the long ear, or, it may be, hold out the open purse, 1 remain,
yours, &c.,

Eowix Eppison,

THE WHY’S-ACRES OF THHE PRESENT DAY.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,— I very seldom converse on the subject of Spiritualism for several
reasons, amongst others, because I am not personally acquainted with
many spiritaalists, and among my own family and fricnds, though many
of the phenomena are admitted to be probably true, there is a general
dislike to the subject as unorthadox and a mistrust of the phenomens
us, if not originating from an absolutely evil spirit, at least calculated te
do evil, by unsettling men's opinions, and leading weak persons at least
into error. I am myself also conscious from experience, that however
beautiful and clear and beneficent these phenomena often are,they are
sometimes also, very perplexing and may lead to great error and danger,
and therefore considering the knowledge which I have of them, as a
merciful gift and a truth, Tam fearful of abusing that truth by commu-
nicating it indiscrimately to others, whose minds or moral and nervous
sensibilities may be unprepared to receive the truth, or to cxercise a
sound judgment uponit. But besides this, the subject is to my feelings,
not only of a wonderful, but of an affecting and tender nature, which
one who has experience of its truth, should rather ponder over in
his own heart, or allude to amongst fellow believers, or his itimate
iriends, than divulge and betray to the scoffs of the vulgar Auneurs, or,
as the Latin poet Horace says, the * profanum vulgus ™ of his age. 1
180 am inclined to think that it should not be mentioned without a
cartain degree of reverence and solemnity, and not in 4 familiar tone,
though in this opinion I may be in error, anc my mind is generally so
much distracted by private atfairs, by the politics and news of the day, by
the vexatious examination of Dr. Colenso’s miaute eriticisms upon the
Hebrew Scriptures, by the study of Bunson's laborious and profound
researches into the history of Ancient Egypt, and by the ocoasional
heart-aching nppeals for advice and assistance from victims of ovr -
iniquitous Lunacy Law system, that I am too much bewildered and
agitated to address myselt to this subject with the proper time and
equanimity which I consider that it requires.

Amongst a few of my acquaintances, however, who are aware of my
opinions, and who good-humauredly rally me upon them, especially when
I meet them atter some infallible article has appeared on the subject in
the * Star * or * Evening Standard,’’ or some calumny has been reported
of the Davenports, which [ find people ready always immediately to
accept us gospel, without waiting tor nny refutation or explanation ; I de
occasionally assert and defend my opinions when 1 find that I am usually
met with questions—why should God Almighty, either by ILis own power
or by spints, employ such agents as Mrs, Marshall and the Davenports,
and do such trivial and ridiculous things as lifi tables, spell out words by
r.pping, carry instruments through the air, and throw a trumpet and
vther things out of the hole of a door? Having been taught myself by s
lung and painful experience, not to ground my fuith on received opinions
and’ prejudices, but to study facts, as far as 1 can without prejudice, and
having ascertained facts, to reason, if possible, from them, and, if not, te
wait trustfuliv till other facts throw n light on those the certuinty of
which is already acquired, which is, in fuct, the a, B, ¢ of philosophy and
science ; 1 receive these intersuptions with the disgust similar to that
which an accompiished classical tutor might feel in having to teach the
accidence of mammar 1o n pupil whilst reading a beautitul passage in
Virgil.  Itisin vain that Lreply that [ am not gifted with their onmi-
seience, and thus cannot tell either why the Almighty or the spirits
should not do so, nny more than with certainty and comprehensively why
He should ; any more than 1 can answer why He chose the Helrew nation
as the sole depositary of the truth of Monotheism amongst the ancients,
uud such a perverse, cruel, and odious nation; or why He chose a Socrates
among the Greeks, or the adopted child of a Jewish carpenter in Galilee
to give light to our understandings, but that one effect of these paitry,
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miserable. and trivial manifestations had been the conversion of the minds
of Atheists and Materialists to the acknowledgement of the existence of
a Divine Being. and to faith in a future state after death, which appeared
to me to he an object worthy of such or even sillier means. T am still
assailed by these repented whys. Why could not the spirits advise
the membhers of the Stock Exchange in their bargains? Why cannot
they name the winner of the Derby?  Why could they not reveal the
fate of Captain Franklin and his crew at the North Pole? Why were
they all silent during the war in the Crimea ? and the like. At last, the
other day, tired of these senseless observations, in which men, whilst pre-
tending to candid inquiries after truth, and to be seeking conviction of
facts, are really only taxing and asking questions of their own ignorance.
I replied to a young friend that I say he wayg evidently one of the why's-
acres of the present day, and just a reader of a calibre suited to the pro-
ductions of Flaneur, Lucifer, or the ** Morning Star,” and the ** Pall-Mall
Gazette,” or the writings of other half informed and prejudiced sceptics,
who rush pell mell in where angels fear to tread. As a little well-
deserved ridicule often has more effect in silencing or in bringing to a
sound course uf reason the snapping pretensions of scientiolist cura (1
use the word not so much in insolence as in joke, hecause cur is the Latin
for why), T venture to offer these remarks for the pages of the * Spiritual
Timew.-—1 remain, your obedient servant,
Jouxn PERCEVAL.
London, Oct. 16, 1865.

NATURE'S PROVIDENCES.

To my Friends in England.—The index-finger of some strange
mysterious Fate invites us on to attaivments aud resultz no
standard of fuith and action can measare or define, What
means the busy clamour of the day—the many songsters of an
hour? Is not the world repaid with these strange and mys-
terious echoes, that come cluthed in the garb of mauy ages?
What are they in the aggregate but Nature’s providences and
power directing and superintending humanity at large, the
offspring and creature of a Divine parentage. Look we
either to the north or the south. to the east or the west, and
our attention absorbs the samae life-like and familiar features
that have greeted man from time immemorial. The substance
of all the past in there, not bere{t of its intrinsic powers, but
changed in its external form. God, Humanity, and the Devil
are fighting in their threefold guise ; the latter as some great
imaginary balance wheel in ereation, established for the purpose
of dividing out God's immense estate into equalizing proportions.
Such, at least, is the idea which takes possession of distempered
minds.

I cannot recognize the least struggle between right and
wrong. There is no war carried on between good and evil.
Nature, in her gradutions, recognizes in the muost orderly and
harmonious manner these disentegrnted essences, with their
departments, and I affirm there is no conflict, The change in
the social state ; the revolting wrinkles wrought upon the hoary
visage of Time, are but as Lubbles floating on tho surface of
mighty waters, beneath whose depth the evidences of Immortality
lie buried. The physical and the mentul are the same—two
distinet and invaluable agencies for the promotion of the highest
interests of Gud's bounty of providences; are the same to-day
that they weve yeaterday, and will 5o remain for time immemorial,
Confine not, my friemds, your highest aspivations aund thoughts
to these contrasts, for they are merely eddying currents oun the
surfuce, that disturb not the great depths in which is concealed
our all. They give to us not the highest offerings from the
great storehouss of supreme wisdom. They flatter false hopes
and vain ideas of ouvselves and others. The throbbings of
society’s pulse to-day are but as the commen tluctuations pro-
duced by some unseen, and may be unknown agency, which
I‘(fm Luild up from a common wreck thie Eternal Rights of

an.

Allow me to ask, where is written the destiny of a nation? Tt
is encared in the undeveloped evidences of that mysteriouy
power which has wrought every change. Where lie the sacred
uterests of humanity T in a divine sense, [ mean. Is it in the
attempts to adjust and pacify the turbulent elements of physical
organization or disorgsuization? Not s0. Innate essences of
power in all this ix the great, refreshing well spring to which our
thiret is iuvited. We have embraced skeletons so lung that life
wow grovels in the pit as it we could fed only on dead carcasses,
it is time we had left them.  We should be no longer children.
Let us cast aside these glittering baubles.  As men let us relax
onr hold ou this bouy structure, and plunge with what energy
weo have into the living tide, and be beuefitted. It Binot impor-
tant, neither in it beneticial to discuss old forma and customs, to
examiue one gniment after anothier shed from Theology’s palsied
limbs, But we shonld open our souls, und breathe the elemenn
of inspiration, the xame whieh shed its mautle ot glory upon the
sacred shrines of Justice and Divine Humanity in the past,
When this is doi e, we are no longer inactive. We stay not as
loiterers by the wayside, and the gifts of inspired wednnnship
are no longer mers toys with which to while away the tedium of

a desert lifo.  Memuentoes of an All-wise Providouce are at our I

disposal, and the highest hope and promise are offered us. It is
not the policy to draw unhappy contrasts, Nature developed in
man, in the most crude slate of existence, a recognition of this.
Dut, upon the other hand, it is much the Lest to disentegrate in
theory, and aggregate in practical results. We must learn the
nature and importance of those relative agencies and depen-
dencies of power which form the unbroken chain of counections
between the great mental and physiesl world,  An ulinost uni-
versal fault is in not appreciating this justly and as fully as we
should.  Nuught being insignificant, let us reason upon an
study what our manifest inconsistency still calls the lowest, We
must study the root if we would know the fruit, T see nothing
unsubstantial, or even intangible in a true philosophy ; nothing.
[t is not necess.iry to draw man’s attention to the brute creation
heneath him to convinee him of the difference between himeelf
and the brute. It is not necessary to furnish him with a photo-
graph of his own features to convince him of the resemblance
he bears to the llotteutot. Ilis physical characteristics are
plain and unmistakeable. e not only feels the resemblance and
sees it, but intuitively he knows it. The reasoning process,
linked in all its graspings of images and ideas, is at once dispensed
with through this intuition. Our superiority is at once estab-
lished, and our individual dignity unassailable, Why, then.
are there thess distinctions in nature in man 1 Have they come
as some grand physical entertainment, to greet our vision and
please our fancies, and lift us above the drear monotony of life 1
Not. so ; it servesa higher purpose than this. It points us to an
invaluable truth, irexhaustible in resources and utterances,
which we must ¢ver realize and feel for ever, It informns us o
an existing alliance, firmly establishing connections with that
interior world of which the physical is but the type ; extending
to us the highest privileges which we could possibly claim from
n divine inheritance ; the bounty of inspiration, not measure
by conventionnlities, not contained in formularies. !ts song has
been chanted in lyric verse and Thought's prose for ages.
While engaged in this train of reflections, ideas that are common
to the specalative and practical mind and attention become at-
tractive, with more interest to what we denominate the common
phases and conditions of lite,  We recognize to sonie extent, even
in the wost trifling (as viewed from the external point), the
ministerings of that self-same Providence that sanctified our
rights and blessed each result and effort.

Say to the world for me; you can seek me not only in the full
glory of the forthcoming day at noon, but when the sun declines
and the earth’s shadows linger. God's providences must now
be manifested in the night-time of your adversities, for at such
a tima you can reject them not.  That Providence in spiritual
administering shall serve you as it served the children of Israel.
It =hall go before you as a mighty pillar of fire in the darkness.
Remain taithful, and it deserts you not when your eye gnzes on
the fields of Elysium from afar off. It is not some adventurous
interloper coming for the purpose of destruction, It promises a
fultillment, a righteons fulfillment, and I make no assumption

when 1 say it will be full and everlasting, fraught not with those

Utopian idens which are ephemeral, and come but as the dis-
tempered nnswers of & misused brain, but visiting your hearth-
stone in the garb of citizen, stranger, friend, counsellor, inviting
aud promoting your contidence, and enlisting the most noble
efforts of your mental nature.

I would whisper pence in the hearts of all who call me friend.
It comes only from the inner breathings of a true, hurmonial
life.  That life is seldom free to act, but 1ts impulses, ever free to
fluw, are often clogged from our very infancy. Could nature be
true to its birth, man would appreciate his immortal existence,
and his conceptious expand to a degree of power of which now
he realizes nothing. T cunnotexpress to you the joy with which
T Lehold consecutively the risings and expansions of the hope
we nre made to bear. The one tlluminates the other’s develop-
ment, until they become emblazoned as ever-living mementoes
of a God in man.  The unfolding to view of the brilliant worlds
above, are emblematical of the lofty ideas and unlimited good he
iy yet to realize. Then let us live and breathe in kindred
harmony with the divive influences that minister at our altars,
aud permit the lofty imjulses emanating from our inner nature
to teach obedience. Lot us shake from the mind the shackles
that have corroded its vitnlity. and thut have bound our race in
misery and ignorance, Let us be truthfully sincere. ‘Lhisis the
innermost actor or agent governing all actions, Nay, it is &
spiritual gift and n guide. It will elevate all our faculties, and
kindle them to vitality in our brother, and we will cote to
know of i who for ever says, “ I will pour out intu all divine
iuspiration.”

Wishing is not all. Candour is what civilized man lacks, and
'tis an obstacle that must be overcome. For a candid man
receiveth ever that which befitteth him for a happy career, Our
enuse is gradually unfolding its truthiul purpose. Can we hurry
its advance ¥ Yes ; by remaining true and uniting within onr-
selves, ‘The dawning of n day is upon us, that will vrinz gl
ness and truth to our family circles, that will open s free channe
for the divine emauationa of an cutflowing mind. Though far
away and involved in most trying social aud natioual couditious,
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I still feel that I live with you under one wise and merciful
adminstration, and governed by the same principles of nature.
The consciousness of an eternal country and a united manhood,
will give us the natural ties of a mutual sympathy, inherited
from instinet, and destined to grow thronghout eternity, In it
I would bless you all and be blessed.
J. B. Frrauson.
Mount Hope, Teunessee, Sept. 21, 1865.

CAN SPIRITS PASS THROUGH WALLS?

e

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,—Colenso will have it that the hare does not ruminate, but scores
of peop'e have veen it ruminate; Professor Owen will have it that toads
cannot live excluded from the air, but a thousand times have they been
found alive embedded 1n rocks. Mr. . Harris will have it that sprits
cannot pass thraugh walls, but a thousand times have they been seen
doing 80, ¥acts are stubborn things, and must go before theories,

However, as facts are of no use with some people, I will enter a little
into the theory which supports my view. In the first place, I beg to
represent to Mr Harris that it is quite impossible to conceive the mind,
soul, or spirit to be composed of myriads of concreting particles, but,
quite the contrary, it must he admitted to be a simple particle, for every-
thing composed ef particles is divisible, and whatever is divisible is
- perishahle; but the soul is not perishable, and, therefore, not composed
of particles. Now, this being settled, we have only to do with one par-
ticle, and that, T maintain, muy possess elasticity nearly as great as the
-particles of w vay of light, I say nearly as great, because spirits do not
1equire the same elasticity, and Nature does nothing in vain. To get a
free conception of the elasticity of light, let any one make a pinhole in a
sheet of paper, and hold the eye close to it, and he may see a whole
landscape through the aperture. But the light from perhaps miles of
landseape must be compressed sufficiently to pass through the pivhole
before it can impinge upon the retina, and expand and transmit the forms
and colours unimpaired, which have just passed an inconceivable degree
of compression. Now, every ray of light is comp-sed of particles, anu it
thercfore, the ravs have been compressed, every particle of which that
ray is composed must have sustained the same process, and have come
out unimpaired, 13 did the entire ray.  ‘Fre mind of man cannot grasp
the:c inexplicable things, yet they may be true notwithstanding, and the
laws which produce them are immutable.  Infthe same way, every par-
ticle of light which passes through glass gets through unimpaired. Then
Why cannot that simpie particle which constitutes the mind pass through
glass likewise, or, indeed, tnrough stone walls, which are far more porous
than gluss 1 remain, sir, yours respectiully,

H. Wnaitaker,

Glasgow, Oct, 18, 1865.

Do O S S s

AN EXPLANATION.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,— You will much oblige me by inserting in your next number this
expression of my regret at seeing in your last my letter of August 28.

When I wrote it [ had given up all .dea of the appearance of the
account of the Vision of Heary . in the * Spiritual Magazine,” since
inserted in the ** Spiritual Times,”

You were out of town on both occasions of my calling at Newman-
atre~t. and thus inndvertently the error was no doubt commizted.

Thanking the Editor of the * Maguzine ™ for his courtesy on former
occasions, and trusting that this mistake will not prevent the msertion of
any further com:nunications of mine in the * Magazine,"—1I remain, sir,
Your most vbedient servant,

Tuos. SUERRATT.
9, Westmoreland-place, Bayswater, Oct. 16, 1865,

AN EXTRAORDINARY NARRATION.

THe following interesting and singular information i3 given with regard
to the death of Lord trancis Douglas, who met with his death at the
Matterhorn (says the * Court Journal )i~

* During the halt which tock place, one of the guides, says an account,
stated that he was ¢ frightened,”  What really passed was, that the guide
ta whom Lord Francis was attached said, ¢ Gentiemen, there 13 great
reason to fenr that wo may not be able to effect our descent without an
uccident ; therefore, lot each of us think about his soul’ Then Mr.

fudson touk out his Bible and read; Lord Francis went apart from the
ethers, and remained in silence and meditation for a whole hour. On the
same day the Marchioness of Queenshury was in her garden in the Isle
of Wight, She was working and praying, according to her usual custom,
All at once she experienced a sudden revulsion of the heart; she thought
she felt that her son was in danger, and she uttered a fervent prayer to
his Angel Guardian to protect him. For three days the impression
temained on her mind that Lord Francis was dying by famine. The
tame duy u domestic had a vision, in which she saw the young man
cavered with wounds, and in the last stage of manition. 1t was remarkable
that, whilst the remains ot the other travellers were found, nothing of
«ord Francis could be recovered except his boots, which were unlaced,
8% if he had thrown them down the precipice.  What was the fute of the
¥Young man? Could he have fullen down a crevasse, and there have
Perished of hunger?™

SOMETHING ABOUT DREAMS.

Uxper the head, ¢ Opinions on Dreams,” Mr. Seafield gives us
much and varied information, culled from ancient and modern
authors. Democritus, and after him, Epicurus and Tueretius,
accounted for dreams by supposing that the simulacra, or images
of corporeal beings are coustantly floating in the atmosphere,
and attack the sonl in the hours of repose. Plato considered
dreams as emanations from the Divinity. Aristotle thought
that every outward scene makes a conscious or unconscious im-
pression upon the human soul, and these, being recognized by
the mind in sleep, give rise to visions and phantasies. Zeno held
the study of dreams to be essential 1o self-kuowledge. Posei-
donius, the stoic, taught thit men are warned by dreaws in
three different ways; first, by the dreams in which the mind,
from its own likeness to the Deity, looks forward into futurity ;
second, by those in which the mind is affected by the countless
immortal spirits that abound in the air, and which arve all
stamped with certain signs of trath ; and, third, by those dreams
in which the gods themselves commune with mortals, Strabo
held the understanding to be more sensitive in drenms than at
other times. Herophilus maiutained that dreams divinely
inspired came by unecessity ; and that natural dveains arose from
the soul forminyg an image and representation of what is good
and advantageous to it; and Epeitetus advised that dreams
should never be related. on the ground that, although the telling
might be pleasant enough to the dreamer, the persons liscenin;{
might not take interest in hearing them. Plutarch attache

much importance to dreams, and is said to have regulated his
lite and conduct,and even governed his judgment and philosophy,
according to the instruction delivered to him when his body was
ut rest,  Porphyry referred dreams to the agency of a good or
bad demon. Lucian, in his © City of Dreaming,” introduces his
readers to dreams that are all deceivers, Galen prescribad in
accordance with the intelligence conveyed by dreams, and records
cases in which this treatiment was successtul, as weh as where a
hopeless malady was symbolized and predicted in a dream.
Tertullian seems to have imagined, like Sancho Panza, that a
great deal was to be said on both sides, for while he says dreams
may be attributed to the ageney of demons, he is careful to
explain that, although they are wostly vain, ineflicient, and tur-
bulent, full of mocking and imparity, some ars honest and agree-
able, and, moreover, that many dreams procead from God. Lac-
tantios is even more decided as to the divine origin of dreams ;
and Cyprian atficing that he was instrucred in a dream to wix
water with wine in the Eucharist. St. Basil recommends those
upon whom dre.ams make undue impression, to rest sitistied with
Scripture. Thomas Aquinas argues that, as it is not unlawful
to apply to God for instruction, and that as instruction has been
given by God in dreaus, it is irrational to deny anything so well
sffirmed by general experience as that dreams gwve indications
of future events, and that it is lawfual to interpret them. Martin
Luther says, * Let not any think the Devil ia now dend, nor yet
asleep : as Ile that keepeth Isvael, so hie that hateth Israel never
slumbereth or sleepeth. And while he hates e is readiest to
hart, and may occasion many harms by evil dreams, Yea, we
are day and night beset by millions of devils. When we walk
abroad, sit at our board, lie in our bed, legions of devils are
round about us, ready to fling whole hell into our hearts.”
Many old diviues ave quoted to the same effect, some insisting
that it is the duty of the Christian to pray for and encourage
good dreams. Dr, Johnson's atfecting prayer may be quoted
here, as proving his own belief in the spirits of the departed
visiting the living in their drenms, It was headed, * April 26th,
1732, being after twelve at night of the 25th,” and ran as
follows :—* O Lord, Governor of heaven and earth, in whose
hands are embodied and departed spirits, if Thou hast ordained
the souls of the dead to miuister to the living, and appointed my
departed wife to have a care of me, grant that I may enjoy the
effects of her attention and ministration, whether exercised by
appearance, impulses, dreams, or in any other manner agreeable
to ‘Lhy goverument. Forgive my presumption, enlighten my
ignoranee, and, however meaner ageuts are employed, grant me
tho blessed influences of Thy Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.,” Buswell adds : ** What actually followed upoun this
most interesting piece of devotion by Johnson, we are unot in-
formed ; but I, whom it has pleased God to atfliet in a similar
sanner ” (he, too, had lost his wite) “ to that which occasioned
it, have certain experience of benignant communication by
dreams.”—Temple Bar Magazine, October, 1865,

A WARNING.

(An Extract from the Morning Advertiser, August 31, 1865.)

A rensox entirely ignorant of the Greek lauguage was cautioned
in three distinet words to leave his house. Lle had them trane-
lated, and obeyed the injunction. The following night the
house fell to the ground. :
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

ConresponNpeNTswill pleaseto write legibly on
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as
possible, Ifthis rule is not observed we may
be compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions,

Our readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c. We wish to
give us many facts as our space will admit,
Correspondents should allow their names und
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from all suspicion,

Received, with thanks, for the Lyceum, from
the Countess Paulett, £1 0s. 0d.

Mr. W. Tebh, 24, Park-road, Dalston, N,E.,
has uuthorized us to state thut he has on hand
a number of copies of the **S8piritunl Maga-
zine,” 'T'racts, &c., which he will gladly pre-
sent to persons forwarding the price of trans-
mission through the post.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER.
TISEMENTS.
Two lines and under, 2u.; every additional
line, 3d.; areduction for a series.

All Advertisements, pavable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr. J. H, Powell, Spiritual
7imes Otice, |4, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Advertistments for insertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or befure nine o’clock
on Wednesdny morning.

To Tk Tiabng.—The Spiritual Times is pub-
lished at T'en o'clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newmuan-street,
Oxfurd-st. and by Job Caudwell, 333, Strand

Coupraints have reached us that the Spirituat

. Times does not always find its way to country
subscribers. Those who have ditliculty
should send to us at the office 1+, Newman
Btreet, Oxford Street, W., and we will for-
ward it direct through the post, Subscribers
taking four copics can havethem post free,
hy remitting 8a. 84. per quarter,

FHE “SPIRITUAL TIMES® BY POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual

Times, packets will be sent direct from the Office

post free to any part of the United Kingdom,

hy remitting, in advance, as under :—

Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.
1, 3d.,or for 13, 3s.3d. 26, (s.G6d. 52 13s.
2 Sdey 4w M Bd 108640, s,
3 6o w G8.6d. 4 138.0d. ., 20s.
6, 1s. , 18804, ,, 2680 ,, 528,

Post Office Orders must be made payableto Mr.
J. H. Powell, nt the Post Office, Rathbone-pl.

FINHIE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM
14, Newman Street, Ozford Street.
‘This Institution is established for the
advancement of epiritual phenomena
and philosophy. Tt offers opportunities
for iuvestigators to collect facts and
obtain proofs of Spirit Life, It brings
togsther friends to the cause, and presents
s platform for the freest Discussion. Its
rales are such as to preclude no sectary,
whilst it aimas to esc{mw all gectarianism.
Based on the cardinnl facts of Spirit Com-
munion & Immortality, it invites,all who re-
cognise, or desire to recognise, these truths
The Lyceum has both religious and se-
cular aims,~—religions in the highest sense
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of
moulding the fature by a wise realisation
of the present and a spiritual conception
of its uses.
The growing spread of Spiritualism in
ingland renders a central institution neces-
wary to organize means to give distinetivo
life to the various methods which abound
in isolated forms all over the kingdom,
"To effect this mont desiralde object Mr. R.
Cooper has established the Lyceum, sud
earuestly solicita aid from all friends.
Many sincere nnd influentinl Bpiritualists
have already aubseribed, some fwo, others
one guinea each (the latter subscription
heing the minimum). Those who sub.
seribe one or more guineas unnually will
be entitled to the privilege of attending
all Lectures free.  Spirit Drawings
and Works of a progressive character
will be added from time to time.
Mediums of recoguised integrity and

power will be encouraged, and it is hoped
facilities may be afforded for the develop-
ment of such connected with the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation
apon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such pamphlets and distributing them.
All works of a spiritual and progressive
character can be supplied by us. Friends
will therefore kindly bearin mind this fact,
as by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceum.

We feel persnaded our work will
not be in vain, being assured amongst
the many thousands of true Spiritualists
in this country alone there are many who
will gladly aid us
ArpricaTioNs ok LecTURES wiLL RECRIVE

ATTENTION,

All communications and remittances to
be forwarded to Mr. J. II. Powell, Spirit-
ual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxford-st.

The payment of 2s. 6d. per quarter will
ad{nitparsons to Lectures and Discussions
ouly.

NOTICE.
CONFERENCE OF SPIRITU-
ALISTS, will take place at the Spiritual

Lyceum on Sunday Evening, October 22th,
1865, ut 7 o’elock,

Now rendy, In one volume, Demy 8vo.,
Past free, price 10s,
{UPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN
M THE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON ;
Including twenty years' observation of Preter-
Natural Phenomena,
Edited by T. L. Nicaows, M.D., author of
“Forty Years of Americun Life,” ** Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,”’ &e., &c.

This book contains the perronal experi-
ences of Mr. Fergudon, and his observations,
during twenty years, under favourable circum-
stances, and over a wide runge of territory, of
very remarkable phenomenn, from the most
striking physical,to the higher forms of psychi-
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer-
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, and many facts orally
related. ‘The work of the editor will be the
selection and the arrangement of the records
furnished him, and the orderly narration of
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no
work of the present time contains accounts
of more remarkuble, variel and important
phenomena thun will be found in this velume,

All orders to be sent to Mr, J. IL. Powevry,

8piritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, W.

T() MESMERISTS. — ANYONE

(Mule or Female) who is highly Clair-
voyant when Mesmerized, will greatly oblige hy
affording the Advertiser an interview, A fee
will be given. Address B. X., Post Office,
161, Sloanc-street, 8. W.

A few copies of

DIN BALLOU’'S MODERN

Spirit-Manifestations, published at

1s. 6d. May be had at the Spiritual
Lyceum. 18 euch. Postfree 1s. 2d.

This Work contains an admirable

Preface of 48 pp., and an Appendix of 32

pp- by the English Editor. :

I'rice Twopence, Post-free 'Threepence.

“ AT SPIRITUALISM HAS
TAUGHT." Reprinted from the
Spiriual Magagine, may be had at the Spiritual
Lyceum, I4, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W.
‘T'his pamphlet is one of the most vigorous
of Mr. Howilt's numerous writings on Bpiritual-
ismr. It isin every waysuitable for circulation.

1\/ I88 D. COGMAN'S SFHANCES.

Miss Cogman will hold séunces at her
residence, 22, New Road, Commercial Road, K,,
every 'Tuesday und Wednesday, from 2 p m. to
10 pom.

e e e e — e

PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND
b PIIASES, Illustrated with Personal L3-
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-\VtitinB-
by J. H. Powell.

Asan individual contribution to the genetal
mass of testimony on this grent topic of the
age, it is very valuable.— William Howill.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as he
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot de
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work. ® ® * Many persons will read Mr-
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has 1é
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.—~DPublic Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

The sum of the matter is, that if one has#
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, an
what it actunlly aims at, he will gain a better
and clearer view of it from Mr. Fowell's volum#
than from any other that has yet been publisheds
not even excepting that of the great aposti®
medium, Mr, HHome himself.—Caledonian Mer-
cury, March 12, 1864,

This is the fourth book that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, and.
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most stfl
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity
with which the suhject is presented, and the
nature of thefacts orassumptions with which it ¢
crammed from first to last. ® * * Therel
much, very much to excite thought, whether t0
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry is by
no means the contemptible thing that many
peoplo wish to consider it. It denls with nl-
leged fucts, which,if true, are astounding ; and,
it false, still they are objects of interest, and
they ought tobe disposed of.~— British Standurs
March 18th, 1864,

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., post free.

RIS

MR. AND MRS. WALLACE

beg to announce that they have taken
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-
street, for u series of Fridny Kvening Séances

-to commence at half-past 7, p.m.

Admission s,

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS.

0. 1.—-NICODEMIANS AND
TIHOMASIANS, by WitLiam HowiT?

No. 2.—3PIRITUALISM IN HARMONY

WITH SCIENCE, by Dr.)) B. Ferguso¥.

No. 3.—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF
SPIRITUALISM, by Oxe or Tues-
sELvEs. Now ready. Price Threepence.
An assortment of the above, with others, 1

EW PSALM andHYMN TUNES,
TE DEUM, and TWENTY.FOUR
ORIGINAL CLIANTS, Composed and Ar-
ranged, with voice parts complete, for the
Organ, Harmonium, and Pisno, by Ropuu?
Cuoprgi,~Price 28,3 cloth, 28, 6d.
London: Novello & Co., 69, Denn Street, Soho.
The Ilarmonies, both in invention and ar-
rangement, nre musicnl to a very high degree,
and, altogether, the work is one which can be
strongly recommended, and will he sure to mest
with approval.— Brighton Guardian

Now Ready,

In one Vol., well bound, Post free, price, 85
Trithner & Ca, 60, Paternoster-iow. .
1FI: INCIDENTS AND POETIC

PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL.

This work containa an account of the

Author's remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism

and Spirituslism, together with a judicieu
selection from his Poems.

Muay be obtained of the Author, Spirtruak

Lycrum, 14, Newman Btreet Oxtord Sireet. We

Price, 3s. 6d. DPost free, 4s,
NCIDENTS IN MY LIFE, by
D. D. HOME, nently bound. A fe¥
Copics of this admirnble Work may be had a¢
the SeimiTusL Lycrum, 14, Newman Street
Oxford Street, W.

DRINTING. — CIRCULARS,
PAMPHLETS, BOOKS, &e¢. printed

on modernts tevms, ut the Spivitual Lyceumh
14, Newniusu-street, Oxford street,  CountsYy
orders punctunlly attended to, .
Printed and Published by the Proprietol
Rosknt CooPkr, at the Bpiritual Lyeeuffs
14, Newmnnest., Oxford-st . in the Cownt¥

of Middlesex, Saturday, Oct. 21st, 1865.



