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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
a» not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences o f eternal existence, 
•«using us to feel that the passing shadows we speak o f belong not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab­
solute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en­
during facts are beyond the tomb.

A  N ATION AL REFORM ER.

It will he remembered by our renders that Mr. Powell wrote 
a letter to the National Reformer a few weeks ago, in which, 
he asked the Reformer to prove its previous statement that 
the Brothers Davenport were “  spiritual pretenders." The 
National Reformer o f  the 24th o f September contained Mr. 
Powell’s letter, with these remarks :—

[Mr. Powell is quite right in stating that we deify reason, and 
reason compels us to pronounce all “  Spiritualism ”  as preten- 
siou, and, as a consequence, its advocates as pretenders. We 
join not in any prejudice against the Davenports, neither would 
we interfere with their performances in any unfair manner. 
All we care to do is to show, as M. Robin has shown in Paris, 
the folly of supposing the presence or the agency of “ spirits." 
We doubt not that there are many undiscovered natural laws, 
and for the very reason that they are undiscovered, we object 
to Mr. Powell's inconsistency in editing the Spiritual Times, and 
discovering that all the undiscovered laws are merely the result 
< f some fancied spiritual operation.—Ed ]

The next week the Spiritual Times contained a short 
leader, mildly informing the Reformer that Reason is not 
confined to Materialism. The same week the Reformer, in 
its Notices to Correspondents, puts forth the following :—

J. H. P o w e l l .—In the last number of the Spiritual Times you 
have printed, we see, the letter you forwarded to us, and which 
we readily inserted. In your introduction to the letter, you 
recommend the Freetliought party to use their influence to 
make the Reformer “  the advocate of truth.'' Are you not a 
little too hasty, aud rather injudicious ? The Reformer now 
does, and long has advocated truths, hut to insist that it shall 
I1« “ the advocate of truth ” is rather too exacting. Besides, in 
”uch case, what would become of the Spiritual Times ! We be­
lieve that to be an advocate of error ; and if our dictum were 
received—which as the advocate of truth it should he—you 
Would be spared the anxiety of a weekly issue. Let us tell you, 
ju the most private and confidential manner, that a Spiritualist 
is as far from truth as a drunkard is from temperance, or a 
bishop is from a Christian. Spiritualism, so called, has been a 
monstrous curse to mankind, aud those «hostrive to perpetuate 
its influence are great enemies to the human race, llow  truly 
did Mr. Maccall say iu our last numlier—“ But Spiritualism, 
that fatal phantom, came on the scene, and for more than two 
thousand years it has been frightening men into the maddest 
eXcesses. Th 3 Crusades were not a solitary delirium ; how 
many other insanities has Spiritualism engendered, to he fol­
lowed iu every instance by whatsoever is filthiest in the sensual, 
spiritualism stimulates every foul aud furious lust, and does 
hot heal the woes it pretends to heal.’’ May these words, from 
"he we know you highly esteem, have their legitimate effect 
"pon an imagination more fervid than desirable.

Tho following is a copy o f Mr. Powell's second letter 
to the Reformer:—

To the Editor of the National Reformer.
Dear Sir,—I frankly acknowledge that I was “ a little too 

hasty and rather injudicious’’ in using the definite instead of the 
indefinite article, iu my reference to the Reformer in the Spiritual 
Times of Sept. 23rd ; I therefore thank you for the correction. 
But my thanks only apply to the mistake in question. Will you 
allow me in all kindness to ask if you are not very “  hasty and 
injudicious ”  in saying, “ A  Spiritualist is as far from truth as a 
drunkard is from temperance, or a bishop is from a Christian’’ ? 
And you must forgive me for adding that my over haste and in­
judiciousness are confined to an error in grammar (and who does 
not sometimes err iu this ?), involving, at most, offence to literary 
taste, whilst your over haste and injudiciousness cause you to 
stigmatize most unjustly millions of human beings, who may bo 
as earnest as yourself, or any of the best men devoted to a defence 
of the principles you term “  Free Thought.”  The utter absence 
of charity, which should ever distinguish the well-wisher of 
mankind, which your “ over hasty aud injudicious” assertion 
betrays, convinces me that I am not likely to receive at the 
hands of the Reformer (which, by the way, according to ita 
Editor’s mode of criticism, should be A Reformer) credit either 
for sincerity or sanity. To assert that Spiritualists are as far 
from truth as a drunkard is from temperance, and a bishop is 
from a Christian, indicates, by inference, at least, that the 
Reformer values temperance more than a drunkard (which 
every one, I suppose, will say is right) and a Christian more than a 
bishop. A  new light dawns upon my otherwise bewildered 
brain. I had all along understood that the Reformer made it a 
specific work to trace most of the abuses of society to Christianity, 
(if I have made another “ over hasty and injudicious ” blunder 
I shall be glad of additional correction.) Bishops, therefore, 
according to the Reformer, are abuses chargeable upon Christianity. 
The Reformer now says, “ a bishop is (far) from a Christian.” 
Hear it, ye abused and honest believers in the spiritual I Surely 
good spirits have prompted the Reformer to this valuable admis­
sion, for spirit-promptings are as natural, aud of as frequent 
occurrence as the minutes of Eternity which we poor diminutive 
mortals christen Time.

I am not unmindful of the various differences existing in men’s 
minds regarding the word “ Spiritualist,”  and I simply claim an 
individual right to call myself one, and expect no other person’s 
opinion of what Spiritualism is, or is not, to frighten me out of my 
convictions or into “ maddest excesses.” At the same time, I am 
not so foolishly wedded to a term as to act the part of a fanatic 
in its defence. I should have no objection to be called a JRea- 
souer, if I might so far, without ignoring the Material, presume 
to reason upon matters appertaining to the Spiritual. I have 
such confidence in my Spiritualism as to unhesitatingly, and not 
over hastily, assert that there is nothing which I have been able 
to perceive unreasonable iu it. I go with all reformers in the 
direction of progress here, hut through the instrumentality of 
spirits who have communed with me beyond all reasonable 
doubt, I have arrived at the conviction that I live on—hereafiei; 
and must, whether I will or not, mould my future beyond the 
grave by my present conduct. This conviction is with me, 
therefore what boots it that Mr. Maccall, whom you rightly say 
I esteem, calls Spiritualism “ a fatal phantom,’ and adds that " it 
stimulates every foul and foolish lust, aud does not heal the 
woes it pretends to heal ’ ’ 1 Is my esteem for a man possessing 
remarkable genius, whom I esteem because lie seems to me true 
to his own ideal, and knows how to suffer rather thau ho suckled 
at the breast of orthodoxy, or at that which he designates “ a 
fatal phantom, Spiritualism'’—is my esteem for Mr. Maccall to 
close from my soul the perennial springs of Spiritual Truth, aud, 
consequently, to make me pronounce what I know' to be facta,
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fancies, or the excesses of madness ? No, sir ; I have entered 
the gladiatorial arena armoured for fight, under the generalship 
of a Truth which to n»e is not a “ fatal phantom,” but a heavenly 
deliverer ; a deliverer from cold, almost hopeless, and decaying 
Materialism on the one hand, aud God-degrading, life-paralysing 
dogmatisms on the other. You say, those who strive to “ per­
petuate (Spiritualism) are great enemies to the human race.” 
Make your vaunting true, but do not charge upon the facts and 
philosophy known as “ Modern Spiritualism ”  all the excesses of 
all the human demons in the world’s history. You applv Mr. 
Maccall's language as though you were the judge of ray soul's ideal, 
and that ideal were only a reflection of all that ¡»‘‘foul and furious.” 
I tell you, and I was never more in earnest, that you had better 
be silent than insolent, for the insolence of such a mode of deal­
ing with me is too apparent to pass notice; although, lest you 
should “  fancy ”  I am angry, I say in all sincerity, I forgive you, 
because I verily believe you know not what you do.— Yours, in 
the cause of the Truth,

J. II. P owell.

Instead of inserting the above letter, tho National Re­
former of last week, in Notices to Correspondents, says :—

J, II. P owell.—Your communication just received would not, 
we think, be sufficiently interesting to our readers to justify its 
insertion. You acknowledge, it is true, that you were “  hasty 
and injudicious," ami as you thank us for “ the correction,-’ wc 
hereby make our readers aware of your gratitude.

This is the cool way in which tho Reformer throws dust 
in tho eyas of its readers. It cannot afford, oven with all 
its boasted freedom of thought, to allow the side it con­
demns “ a fair field and no favour.” It first prints a 
calumny against the Davenports, and replies to a letter 
which it inserts, by giving Bobin the merit of doing what 
no conjuror can do, that is, exposing the modus operandi of 
tho Davenport manifestations. Tho only way we can 
account for the extreme absurdity of this mode of dealing 
with modern Spiritualists is, that the editor of the Reformer 
knows nothing whatever of the facts and philosophy of 
Spiritualism, and that having, liko a peevish child, boon 
playing with fire, lias got his fingers burnt. It does not 
appear palatable to him to let his readers see how weak he 
is, so he adopts a stratagem, and thereby gags his oppo­
nent.

Tho National Reformer, which has generally boon loud in 
its advocacy for a Free Press and a Free Platform, sots the 
very discreditable example of excluding from its columns a 
letter which might not “ interest its readers,” but which 
ought to have boon insorted in justice to tho writer, never­
theless.

We are sorry that a paper which has on several occasions 
taken a bold stand in the face of persecution, and displayed 
a spirit of inquiry worthy of imitation, should descoml to 
its present low level in its bearing towards Spiritualism. 
We hud hoped that the Reformer, whilst differing from us 
as to the cause of the phenomena wo designate spiritual, 
would have recommended its readers to undertake a scien­
tific investigation of the subjoct, and, above all, would 
have refrained from bald assertion and vulgar epithet. 
But vain our hope, It has entered the arena of eoniliet 
under the excitement of prejudice ; hence its wild, vehe­
ment statements, and (failing to be able to support them) 
its rejection of Mr. Powell’s letter. We are not amongst 
those who indulge in cant exclamations as terms of re ­
proach  to those who advocate strong opposing viows. 
Neither do we think because a newspaper displays a theo­
logical bias that it necessarily does no good in the various 
departments of science. We incline to the opinion that 
even tho Reformer has many redeeming points, and shall 
not, therefore, imitate its own bad example by calling it 
names.

What wo have said hitherto on tho press generally h is 
been said in defence of our own glorious principles. Wlmt 
we have said relating to the Reformer has been said like­
wise in a defensive vein. We have no ambition to appear 
in the columns of tho Reformer;  that is a matter of no 
importance to us. But wo shall, as far as ability and 
strength will admit, advocate truth apart from cither policy 
or personality. If tho Reformer can teach us anything, 
either in the way of Grammar or Eeason, wo shall wil­
lingly express our gratitude. We cannot at present sny 
that an equal willingness to learn from us manifests itself 
in the conduct of tho Reformer. Wo think it quito con­
vincing of tho weakness of an opponent when ho finds it

convenient to hunt for grammatical blunders, and failing to 
present argumouts, makes bald, barofaeed assertions, and 
calls nainos.

Tho Reformer, which claims to possess a tolerably largo 
share of Eoason, has token this weak position. How will 
it defend it ? If tho facts are against its dictum, oven 
though it bo a, National Reformer, it cannot logically continue 
tho war. But it could, in a manly inannor, say that it had 
boon “ hasty and injudicious,” and was sorry for it, pro­
mising to bo more guarded in its manner of attacking 
opponents in future. But no; this would wound the self- 
sufficient mind which dictated tho assumptions and asper­
sions with which we lmvo boon dealing. Hence, does not 
the roador seo tho motive for tho last notice to Mr. Powell ?

After all, we do not soe that wo could reasonably expect 
better treatment at tho hands of tho Reformer, which holds 
all “ Spiritualism to ho protonsion, and its advocates pre­
tenders.” With such an idoa predominant, how can we 
expect even freedom of expression in dofonco of the alleged 
“ pretension” in tho columns of the advocate of a “ free 
press and a froo platform?” The thing is absurd. The 
National Reformer is the organ of a body of men and 
women who pride themselves on tho strength of opinions 
they say aro foundod on lieason. Lot them rejoice at the 
solemn fact that the opinions wo think founded on lieason 
applied to Spiritualism have boon ignored by their own 
organ ! One of tho most valuable lessons an editor cau 
learn is to allow his prejudices and predilections to have no 
weight in his judgment of what is legitimately due to his 
correspondents. And this lesson, which is hard to learn, 
must ho learnt before ever a paper can rightfully hold its 
titlo to “ Iioformer ” Tho old regime of Imperialism, com­
bined with Despotism, blights tho very lifo of England's 
Free Press, and even tho National Reformer, which lots 
earned for itself tho roputation of risking social status, and 
even legal persecution, for tho sake of “ Boform,” boars 
upon its face tho same banoful blight. It can afford to be 
liberal to orthodox opponents, wlioso position is oasily 
assailed, because, witli its own readers, at least, its argu­
ments will have weight on account of tho inherent force of 
Eeason. But when unorthodox Spiritualists enter the 
field unsupported by prevailing theological dogmas, it 
finds it easier to suppress than to insert a letter, lest it 
should not “ interest its readers,” who, by the inherent 
force of Eeason, might bo induood to pronounce a verdict 
antagonistic to itsolf.

THE ANGEL FLIGHT.

White, white were tho Angel's wings.
As it hover'll o’er the child; —

The child it dreamed of unseen things,
And its brow was culm and mild.

Snow-white wero the Angel’s wings,
Its eyes were nil unknown blue,

And. shone with the love that ever clings 
To tho holy and tho true.

Gold-tipp’d were the Angels’ wings,
A halo was round its head,

That shone like a many waving rings 
As it stood by the infant’s tied.

Fluttering were the Angel's wings 
As if ready fur a flight,—

A flight that ever to children brings 
The cloudless morn of light I

Calmer waved tho Angel’s wings 
As tho mother kiss’d her boh,—

As if Bho would burst her poor heart-strings—
Though h it glory had near begun I

Motionless wero tho Angel’s wings 
As tho mother knelt in prayer —

And prayed to Him who ever brings 
Solace to sorrow and care.

Expanded wero I he snowy wings—
All flowing the golden hair—

The blue eyes upturn’d, and murmurings 
Of music were in the air.

Waving were tho Angel's wings,
And triumphant were its eyes,—

And many a Seraph in Heaven Hings 
As tw o  Angels cleave the skies I

E d w in  E ddisos.
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SPIR ITU A LISM — SPIR IT-R A PPIN G .

(From an old number of the “  Weekly Dispatch.")
T h e r e  is a profound practical scepticism at the bottom of the minds of 
the most orthodox people. Even Catholic priests do not believe enough 
in the right way. In fact, a “  living faith ’’ in the substantial elementnry 
principles of religion is the rarest commodity of our day and generation 
The mind of the million has been led away from religion to theology— 
from the substance of faith to the shadows of mythology—until “  the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God’ ’ has been depraved and metamor­
phosed into a sort of logical Paganism. If nien substantially realized to 
their conceptions the fact that“  Man is born in the image of his Maker,” 
that at the first he is “ only a little lower than the angels, and is crowned 
with glory and honour; ” that in the sight of the common Father of All 
the least and greatest of us are the same, and all are “  precious; ” that 
we are in very deed all equal, all of one blood, all heirs of the same 
deathless inheritance ; that none of us shall ever die, but in Him shall 
‘ live and move, and have our being,” on and on, for ever and ever; why 
should men be so awe-struck at ghosts ; or think death so mysterious; or 
bo so surprised at, and incredulous of “ great marvels;" or think it neces­
sary to have recourse to that universal, spiritual solvent, the Devil, for 
every wonder we cannot account for; or alarmed at portents and appari­
tions- or think it so impossible that the spiritual should commune and 
mingle with the real world, the metaphysical with the physical ? Every 
pebble dropped into the ocean agitates and alters it in its degree to the 
very uttermost parts of the earth. The human faculty of tradition, of 
transfusion of ideas, of using signs of thought, palpable images of the 
soul in words and books, and works, practically transmits the life and 
spirit of every man in his degree to all men. Their thoughts are, in fact, 
their souls in action present to us; for the soul is without substance, and 
we can make it present to us only in its manifestations, perhaps, for we 
know not. only through a “ spiritual body.”  We believe that Adam is 
immortal, that his Maker “ breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and he became a living soul.” Pray where has he been these 
six thousand years? Fast asleep? Neither dead nor alive? Is 
this progression, is this immortality? Is this world only a school 
for the "text in this sense, that here is the waking day, and there 
we go to bed and snore ? If the resurrection of Christ be the 
symbol of our own, why do we not reason the analogy out, and know 
that all who havedied live and think and-feel,and huve a local habitation 
and a name ? Wliat is a spirit but a man who has thrown off the 
encumbrance of his flesh and blood? what is a man but a spirit in its 
clothes? A ghost, an apparition, a disembodied spirit! Why, what 
else is that than the multitudinous sea of life I breast every day in 
Cheapside or on London-bridge ? What more is it? what other is it? 
Why should it inspire me with mysterious awe? why should 1 be afraid 
of it, “  being a thing immortal as itself? ” What is death but a flitting 
to the next town; rejoining the society of those who have gone before me, 
leaving that of those who come after ? “  Why should it seem a thing in­
credible among you that one should rise from the dead ? ’ ’ He has but 
been to sco his father and mother, and comes to look upon his children, 
perhaps to watch over them, invisibly guide them, “  comfort them.”

We have never seen a table turned, heard a spirit rap, felt a hand 
pinch, listened while, without apparent agency, an accordion “  discoursed 
most eloquent music.’’ The silly, impossible, altogether disingenuous and 
stupid solutions of these phenomena, hitherto attempted by Faraday,
“ Once a Week,” and others, only convince us of the trite apuorism 
that no yob em ou cfie is so omnivorous in his credulity as the man who 
believes Hint there is nothing to be believed. Our especial desire has 
been to place and keep ourselves in the position of our readers in this 
discussion ; to treat it purely dialectically, and with reference to the 
credibilityof human testimony. We have never entertained for one moment 
the idea ih&t the Author of Nature ever tolerated any violaiton ol it; that 
the order of the universe was ever interrupted or suspended ; that the 
laws of causation are ever interrupted. It docs not, in our view, in the 
least follow that, because phenomena are eccentric and unaccountable, 
that, th re fore, they are supernatural ; or that, because a man docs what 
no other man has done, therefore he is preterhuman. The distinction 
which has been raised between a general and a special Providence, is 
really purely gratuitous. The God who ordains the one ordains the 
other. Where is the difference? He “ upholds all things by the word 
of His power; " l ie  said, “ Be light 1 ’ ’ and light was. He numbers 
the hairs of our heads, and marks the fall of the sparrow; and it is 
totally unphilosophical, and nothing but a mere theological assumption, 
to pretend that lie lias two ways of governing tile world, one by winding 
it up, and setting it to go by itself, withuut more interposition on Ills 
part; another bv slopping the pendulum, turning back the hands, and 
striking twelve when the index marks six. As to lltat orthodox D u es  ex  
m a ch im t, the Devil, who is made perpetually to turn the whole arrange­
ments of the Creator w ith erth in s, who, it is alleged, has been out- 
gencinlling the Almighty ever since he bamboozled Eve into eating an 
•pple, and is too many tor him now, wo leave the enjoyment of Belief 
in his personality to those whose orthodoxy comes the nearest to his 
spirit.

Whatever there may he in this spirit-rapping, table-turning, deviation 
from the apparent regidity of the luv of gravitation, we ussume, therefore, 
to be in conformity with the real uniformity of sequence. It would occur 
at «11 times, and in all places, under the same circumstances.  ̂It would 
manifest itself through all persons having the same natural gifts; or, if 
you will, the same spuitu.il gifts, which are natural, as congenital as the 
complexion or the constitution. There is nothing preterhuman about 
the phenomena, whatever they are; there is nothing miraculous ; nothing 
is or ever was miraculous; nothing that would not occur tor ever under 
the same sequence of antecedents The Algerines think Houdin miracu­
lous. We have discovered his secrets, and know him to be but a con­
juror. It has been the tailing of tools in alt ages to disbelieve whatever 
they could not acto nt tor. Even David Hume look it tor granted 
that whatever did not quadrate with his experience never happened; as-

sumed, with most unphilosophical precipitation, that everything that was 
marvellous must be false. If Aristotle or I’ liny bad been told that Mr. 
Green, with two corpulent companions, with heavy sand-bags, provisions, 
and philosophical instillments mounted high up into the clouds, sailed 
along the air, rose and fell nt pleasure, and defied the inexorable law of 
gravitation, they would have utterly disbelieved it. Would it have been 
the less true or natural ? A reperusal of “  Hume’s Essay on Miracles ’ ’ 
ou g h t to be very instructive to his stolid successors. To prove the utter 
incredibility of human testimony in attestation of that which contradicts 
what lie assumed to be uniform experience, he singles out the case of the 
Emperor Vespasian, whom Tacitus, Suetonius, and other eminent men, 
declare cured a man of blindness by bis spittle, and a lame man by the 
touch of his foot. He also dwells upon the fact that thousands of the 
most enlightened and least superstitions men in France attested the 
curing of Hickness, deafness, and blindness upon the tomb of the Abbé 
Paris, “ with whose sanctity the people were so long deluded.”  Hume 
jumps p e r  su ltu m  to the conclusion that these results could have been 
realized only by a miracle, and that, as miracles never happened, the 
witnesses must have been either impostors or dupes. He never conceived 
of a m ez zo  term in e ; be could not come by so very Bimple a solution of 
the mystery ns that the phenomena might be true, without being preter­
natural. But w e  have lived to discover the law which governs these phe­
nomena, and to find that by mesmeric passes, by force of belief, and 
the nervous agency of the imagination, these cures might be perfectly 
accounted for from natural causes, which may, indeed, be Been in full 
operation daily in every large city, and yearly at the sacred wells in 
Ireland, and are called into requisition hy physicians, ns addenda to their 
dispensary. Tacitus, Suetonius, the witnesses to the wonders of the 
Jansenist then, saw  what they describe. They were n o t impostors or 
dupes. To the people of their time, the womleis appeared to be supir- 
human; to David Hume, the half-thinker, they seemed incredible by 
the greatest amount of human testimony. According to the scientific 
attainment and proficiency in intelligence of the time, these were, per­
haps, excusable, if nut very philosophical, conclusions; but they were 
totally unsound, and gratuitously presumptuous. The circumstances 
d id  happen ; the witnesses did not lie; there was nothing miraculous in 
the matter.

It is strange how stupidity repeats itself. Gaping fools insist upon it, 
after all the revelations of li ¡story and science have prepared mankind by 
ten thousand examples to find that “ truth is Btranger than fiction,’’ that 
whatever they cannot account lor must be miraculous; and that, ns 
miracles have ceased, nothing that is marvellous lias ever happened. A 
goose that quacks in the “  Lancet,” finding that his hlumlerbuss misses 
lire, takes the usual alternative of trying to knock down truth and 
fracture inquiry with the butt-end. There is not, for example, a better 
authenticated phenomenon in physiology than what is called clairvoyance, 
so far as human testimony can vouch lor an) thing. It was conclusively 
established by the Report of tlio French Acudeiny of the 21st and 28th 
of June, 1831, composed oftlio most eminent physiologists and natural 
philosophers of their time, and has been witnessed by thousands since. 
By what law it acts is still undiscovered. What the conditions are 
essential to its development, we are as yet imperfectly informed. But 
nobody but an idiot would attempt to overbear all reasoning on the 
subject bv maintaining that no person ever saw without eyes, else they 
would be'sure to decipher the number of Sir Philip Crumpton’s note 
enveloped at the Dublin Bank. If there be any truth in the second 
sight attributed to Spiritualism, this learned Theban contends, Home will 
let m e see it. Why doesn't it tell people whether their speculation will 
he lucky for hulf-a-crown ? There can be no truth in a n y  manifestations, 
because every medium fails to keep on a lw a ys manifesting. Why 
doesn’t Mrs. Marshall become a police-inspector, if she cun get spirits to 
he communicative at a séa n ce  1 Mr. Howitt is a liar in all he says, else 
lie would at once reveal the Rond murder! And this in a periodical 
pretending to science, to Wakley philosophy, and Finsbury refinement. 
These arc just the sort of coarse-minded natures who have in nil ages 
persecuted truth and clung to absurdity; who have disbelieved every 
wonder they could not comprehend; who nre so „destitute of 
observation, so deficient in knowledge, so utterly unteaehable 
and unobservant, that their minds have no preparatory excogitation, 
to tram them to accept the probability of new phenomena. They would 
have argued that blindness and lameness were never cured by faith in 
the patient and mesmeric power in the Emperor, because Vespasian did 
not cure every disease in the whole Roman Empire. They would have 
contended that all the witnesses to the sanitive wonders wrought nt the 
tomb of the Alibi Paris were knaves and dupes, because they could do 
nothing of the sort in Cripplegute Graveyard or Norwood Cemetery, or 
at the grave of the Rev. Alexander Fletcher. The logic is not new. 
The rabble of Jerusalem jeered the Messiah with the self-same
dialectics_“ He has saved others, himself he cannot save.’’ Because of
men’s unbelief Christ would do no miracles; your “  Lancet "  logicians 
would call the latter the sure sign that there were none, and that t'.o 
Devil and the Pharisees were very much in ihe right.

The “ Lancet” stupidities proceed on the assumption that the mani­
festations described are preternatural gifts, entirely at the command of 
those who indicate them, and producible by cnutalion of which they per­
fectly know and understand the series, sequence, and principle. No 
wonder tlint ever occurred in connection with human agency might nut 
be disproved by such logic. If one somnambulist can read with the pit 
of hia stomach, or sec into a box with his eyes blindfolded, why »re not 
a ll somnambulists clairvoyant ? If the telegraph can woik across the 
Mediterranean, or carry messages up the Red Sen, why can’t it fly neruss 
the Atlantic ? The plain answer is, Nobody knows. Because the laws 
and principles of ph i sics which regulate the phenomena, are not under­
stood, even by those who develop them, they do not comprehend why 
they reveal themselves ut some times and not nt others. "  One thing l 
know, whereas once 1 was blind, now I see.”  Ve must w a it upon 
Nature, reverently listen to what she chooses to tell us, and in the way 
she chooses to utter it ; deal with the facts that nre manifested, without 
ignoring them because others are not manifested. VVe must be glad to 
learn her lessons on the conditions she chooses to prescribe, thankful
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to accept such insight into her arcana as sho vouchsafes to  grant. O ur 
minds must be open and ready to receive facts when they are creditably 
attested, and for their own sake, without prejudice and presum ption. 
W hen  Newton saw the apple fall, he asked, why did it not rise? I f  we 
w ould  attain to his knowledge, wo will keep our intelligence equally 
divested o f  foregone conclusions.

W e  thought that Bacon had long since exploded a priori objections to 
the verity o f  attested facts. “  M an, the servant and interpreter o f  
nature, does and understands as much as his observations on the order o f  
nature permit him, and neither knows nor is capable o f  m ore.”  I le r  
miracles burst upon us with every new day ; why should we wonder at 
and doubt the lesser marvels o f  a medium ? T he law which hound the 
needle to the pole existed when G od  made the earth e lip tic ; Adam 
would have thought it incredible or m iracu lous; the crew o f  Colum bus 
»aw magic in its dovarication ; the Chinese knew it for centuries after 
Europe was dodging along the shore for want o f  it. The law o f  gravita­
tion had comm anded the order o f  the spheres since ever they had 
“  pealed their first notes to  sound the march o f  tim e; "  yet it had to wait 
for N ewton to reveal, and i f  he had kept it to  him self, and predicted by 
it the phenom ena o f  the planets, who w ould  have hesitated to reverence 
him as a prop h et '/ T h e  principle o f  the balloon , the photograph, the 
steam engine, the telegraph, was in action at the C reation : we have had 
to wait for 6000 years to unfold their secrets. W h o  a hundred years ago 
would have thought that air through pipes could give us light and heat; 
that we could  procure flame by instantaneous friction, or k ill at six miles, 
or  draw portraits and landscapes, absolute reflexes o f  life, by a m oment’ s 
glance o f  the sun ? M y thought takes the spinal colum n for its telegraph 
wire, and signals my foot to walk. T w o souls dwell 3,000 m iles apart, 
they never saw, they knew nothing o f each other, to each other they are 
only thoughts that cannot even make themselves m utually manifest, 
except through a material m edium. T h e  Atlantic cable is their spinal 
c o lu m n ; they calm ly s|>eak through tho roaring sea, the fathomless 
deeps, an eighth part o f  the “  thick rotundity o ’ the w orld ." Had David 
H um e been told  this fact, without being made acquainted with the 
scientific econom y which produced it, would he not have ridiculed the 
attestors o f  it as puerile im postors? W e  know the law which, in an 
instant, sends the lightning speech three thousand miles from hand to 
hand, have we yet discovered the law which sends tho thought to the 
hand at tho one end, and the eye and ear to the thought at the other 
end ? T he telegraph is tho medium o f  those t w o ; the body is the 
medium  whereby each soul manifests itself to every other. Are not im ­
m ortal creatures spiritual bein gs; i f  our souls are spiritual, and never 
die, where is tho im probability that the souls o f  the departed, by a 
norm al law, by & principle o f  the ordinnry operation o f  nature, should 
telegraph to us as we do to our limbs ? Are we asked w hy, if  this be so, 
it has never been observed from the Creation until now ? T he answer is 
easy. A ll ages have asserted its existence; our instincts involuntarily 
favour tho belief, even in Bpite o f  the dogmatism o f  the understanding ; 
but i f  we had not the intuitive feelings, even the express declarations, o f  
every people in all ages, in affirmation o f  spiritual com m union with the 
living, the alleged discovery keeps com pany with the sun-picture and 
the telegraph, which might have worked m illions o f  years ago, but have 
on ly  been m ade manifest within the lives o f  the present generation.

P iety is shocked that we should have challenged com parison in testi­
m ony to sensuous observation, to  visible scientific facts, o f  the witnesses 
to the wonders o f  the N ew  Testament, with those to mesmerism, table­
turning, and the marvels o f  Mr. H om e. “  N ot to speak it profanely,”  
were the A posticsaud the first Christians more than im m ortal, their souls 
m ore than spirits, their parentage higher than that o f  oiir com m on 
C reator?  Are our contemporaries less the children o f  G od , m ore finite, 
m ore grossly material, crudely physical, less m etaphysical, than tho dis­
c ip les?  A re they not infinitely better educated, m ore scientific, less 
credulous, and m ore observing ? W e  arc assured that the age o f  miracles 
is past. J f there ever were miracles, where is tho pretence in reason or 
revelation for saying when they began, or when, where, or whether they 
have ended ? On the contrary, the p ’ainest canons o f  dialectics lead to 
the inference that what has happened will happen, and that tho past 
existence o f  a fact justifies ihe expectation o f  its future reappearance.

W e  have, we ow n, another solution o f  the enigm a. W e  do not believo 
the phenom ena now passing before us are m iracu lous; we do not believe 
those which astonished the disciples were miraelous. Both were norm al; 
in conform ity to , not in violation of, the order of nature— obedient to  the 
uniform ity o f  causation links in the chain o f  the regular sequence o f  the 
universe— exam ples o f  the ordinary operation o f  the laws o f  the Creator, 
o f  which, sim ply, m ankind hail not discoveied tho principle. Christ 
h im self tells us the Almighty is not the G od o f  the dead, hut the G od  o f 
the liv in g ; we are as m uch subjects o f  H is spiritual econom y as the 
Hebrews 1,800 years ago. W e  refuse to believe assertions without ev i­
dence  ; we decline to reject testimony merely because it vouches what is 
new or strange. It is not in the least im possible, it is not even im pro- 
liable, it is probable, reasoning from the past it is even certain, that real 
phenom ena should reveal themselves totally inexplicable by any known 
U w, apparently a violation o f  physical laws; perhaps new principles 
pregnant with m arvels to  which the fiction so f the past are prosaic. W hat 
P aul ever thought o f  making tho sun paint ? what Joseph or Elisha could  
ever converse with n friend three thousand miles across the ocean ? Talk 
o f  prophecy ! W h y , H alley predicted the very day and minute o f  tile 
appearance o f  a  com et myriads o f  m iles away, scores o f  years after lie 
was in his grave. T here is no event better authenticated in history than 
Sw edenborg 's vision o f  tlie great fire o f  Stockholm . T h o  perfectly 
ascertained facts o f  mesmerism, clairvoyance, electricity , prepare us to 
wait with reverence and candour upon the unfolding ot such phenomena 
as are attested by B ell, G u lly , and C o ih e r ; Hiid we shall never be 
ashamed to own that, as truth in all ages has owed very m uch more to 
credulity than concede« scepticism  and self-sufficient prejudice, so there 
is no  phenom enon, however m arvellous. We should  «  priori reject as im ­
possible, in the lace o f  cognate facts, and accum ulated, intelligent, and 
unexceptionable testim ony. A.

CORRESPONDENCE.

W e  do not hold ourselves responsible foi tho opinions expressed by 
our Correspondents.

T1IE NEWSPAPER WARS.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
Dear Sir,—Mr. Perceval lias, he thinks, discovered a light­

house to guide spiritual mariuors. Re he right or not, there is 
soro need of such a tiling. Tito elements aro disturbed ; why 
should the spiritual atmosphere be placid i Lions feed on men, 
and men term them ferocious brutes for so doing. Men feed on 
lambs when they can, and, could tho lambs oxpress themselves 
by word or pen, there can bo no doubt that they would regard 
men as ferocious monsters, too, who smack their lips over “ fore­
quarters ” on which the juice of tho lemon lias been squeezed. 
The vulture attacks carrion, tho eagle and the hawk their pecu­
liar prey. The inhabitants of the deep eat the smaller inhabi­
tants thereof, as bloated man eats his bloaters and red-herrings. 
Probably if a Rod Indian foil into the sea, the red-herrings 
would eat him, and like tho meal. I f Chang, the Chinese giant, 
displaced the waters of tho sea, and sank to tho coral-reefs, 
mermaids might make a meal of him, or he might delectate 
somo huge and hungry Chinese eel. Tho Times newspaper 
attempts to devour tho Morning Star, but, as there are forms of 
resistance as well as of attack, the said Star rises next morning, 
sometimes in a serene,sometimes in a troubled atmosphere. In 
the latter case, the Star’s enemies say that it is like a certain 
fish which, when pursued, stirs up tho mud to facilitate its escape 
from the Times shark. Sometimes the Star is serene in its 
setting, and then there is no notice of the fact by Telegraph. The 
Star falls foul, and in a pall-mall way of the smaller fry of the Pall- 
Mall Gazette. The Pall-Mall Gazette falls foul of the Spiritual Times; 
aud ho tho world wags on. Were it not for the clash and llint-and- 
steelism of life, of what use were life 1 Spiritualists aud 
Materialists eat oysters, and oysters, it may he, at times eat 
them, but not at tho same price. The world may be said to be 
constantly oating itself; in fact, always giving itself blows. Can 
you, therefore, aud your fellow-workers, expect to escape 1 
The Illustrated News, as it cannot see a form that you may see, or 
hear a voice that you may hear, aud so illustrate it in some 
woodcut, grins at you in words. Thero was a sayiug once that 
Parr’s Life Pills established that same News. It might be true, 
it might be false. If the former, quackery was its literary or 
quack-surgeon accoucheur; if falso, it has, like yourself, been 
maligned.

The Morning Star, through its contributor, the Flaneur (the 
great E. Y., who was “ iirokon to harness,” and whoso name it is 
to be inferred, if I read the self-satisfied allusion in this morn­
ing’s Star aright, has boon inserted by Mr. Walford in his” Meu 
of the Time ”—I dou't say time serving men—as having been 
born !—Oh, stupendous fact I—in the year 18111), tho Star, 
through E. Y. (tresh from Lord Wardenborough) describes you 
Spiritualists as fools, impostors, witehcraft-meu, jugglers, moun­
tebanks. Cobden drags Mr. Delano, as a dog would a badger, 
into the light, and forthwith the world knows that the great 
Chang of literature, the one Cluing, for there is no other Chang 
(aud the Chinese Chang is literary, too, it appears), is a gentle­
man who lives somewhere in Serjeant’s Inn, I think. The gen­
tleman who might once have passed along the streots, or dined 
off a plato of beef and mashed potatoes at Anderton’s without 
notice, now is great before men, and tho beams of the Morning 
Star illuminate him still more, until, as Mr. Babbage did with 
the organ-grinders, lie gets angry, and forthwith proceeds to 
obscure the Star witli tho fumes of his wrath. Whereupon the 
Star, which had attempted to swallow the Lyceum spirits, as 
Eee-Fo Ei l)'um wanted to swallow an Englishman, turns its 
barbed beak not only against tho literary whale of the press, 
but also against the Jounssoa (excuse the pun) who fatten ou its 
blubber inside. Tho Star blubbers, or, rathor, resents the 
attacks in this wiso, in this morning’s leader. Thus it directs 
its harpoon at tho satellites of the Printing-liouso monster :—

“ The little dogs have been barking at us pretty constantly, 
and in agreeable chorus, during tho last few days. Tho tiny 
yelps of the Pall-Mall Gazelle, the ill-mannered snarl of the 
Saturday Review, the mumbled whiue of the Globe," &e., &c.

Content yourself, Mr. Editor j you are not tho only one at­
tacked. Tho rebels attempt to scale the vault of Heaven, to 
quench the light of tho Morninr/ Star, and to surround by clouds 
of diabolic origin tho glory of its sotting. But no more of the 
Stars, for they cannot escape calumny no more than could 
Bhakspearos pure ice and chaste snow. Aud so wags tho Times, 
in its variable and many seasons, under tho awful noil of the 
great Cohden’s thitherto (that is, until Oobden’s time) unknown 
Delano. The 'limes represents the literary sun, and is, perhaps, 
amenable to gold The Evening 8tur\\a& hut its silver rays ; but 
1 respect its rays, because I believe them to bo pure. This
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w o r ld  is  c a r r ie d  o n  b y  a n ta g o n is t ic  a c t io n , a n d  a lth o u g h  th a t  
a c t io n  s o m e tim e s  r o u g h ly  u ses  us, w e  s h o u ld  n o t  r e p in e . I f  th e  
g re a t  o r g a n  o f  a  fe w  m in o r  G o v e r n m e n t  c le rk s , a n d  w h ic h  h a ils  
fro m  P a ll-M a ll, a t ta ck s  th e  Spiritual Times, d o e s  n o t  th e  Star 
a tta ck  Pall-Mall, a n d  d o e s  n o t  th e  g r e a t  l ite r a r y  g ia n t , C h a n g - 
Times, a t ta ck  th e  Start

W e r e  I  t o  m a rk  a t  b il l ia r d s  fo r  a  n ig h t, I  sh o u ld  n o t , th e r e ­
fo r e , b e  a  b i l l ia r d -m a r k e r  b y  p ro fe s s io n . I f  I  lo o k  fa v o u r a b ly  
o n  S p ir itu a lism , a n d  d e fe n d  it , it d o e s  n o t  fo l l o w  th a t  I  am  o f  
th o se  n a m ed  S p ir itu a lis ts . I  sh a ll n e v e r  b e  a S p ir itu a lis t  u n t il  
I  c a re  less  fo r  ru m p -s te a k s , s ir lo iu s , h a u n ch e s  o f  v e n is o n  a n d  
m u tto n , g r o u s e , p h e a sa n t, p a r tr id g e , a n d  o t h e r  t e m p t in g , m a te ­
r ia l th in g s  ; b u t  s t ill , as a  P e r c e v a l-S d d is o n -L ig h t h o u s e , I  ca n  
a t te m p t  t o  d e fe n d  th o se  w h o  a re  u n ju s t ly  a t ta ck e d  ; a n d , b y  th e  
l ig h th o u s e  to w e r , I  ca u  d is ce rn  th e  s h o a ls  a n d  b re a k e rs , a n d  th e  
d is tu rb e d  e le m e n ts , a n d  th e  a n g r y  sea , a n d  th e  lu r k in g  p ira te . 
W h e n  lies  a re  t o ld  o f  th e  ‘ ‘ S p ir itu a lis ts ,’ ’ I  ca u  so m e tim e s  d e te c t  
lie s  w h ich , p ira te -l ik e , a t te m p t  t o  r o b  m e n  o f  th e ir  fa ir  fa m e . 
B y  th a t  l ig h t  I  know th a t  tn e  Pall-Mall Gazette te lls  lie s . I t  
sa id  (k n o w in g ,  o f  co u rse , m y  m o tiv e s  b e t te r  th a n  I  d id  m y s e lf )  
th a t  I  w ro te  t o  y o u r  m a g a z in e  in  a n s w e r  t o  a n  in v ita t io n  to  
sen d  a c c o u n ts  o f  a p p a r it io n s , h a u n tin g s , & c. T h e r e in , fro m  
in te n t io n , o r  ig n o ra n ce , o r  v e r y  ca re lessn ess , it , t o  use  th e  
fa sh io n a b le  p h r a s e o lo g y  o f  th e  Saturday Review, t o ld  a  l ie . B u t  
h o w  c o u ld  its r e a d e rs  d e te c t  th e  lie  u n less  th e y  w e re  a ls o  r e a d e rs  
o f  th e  Spiritual 'Times ?

I t  in t r o d u ce s  th e  n a m e s  o f  c o n t r ib u t o r s  t o  y o u r  m a g a z in e , to  
a t te m p t  to  h o ld  th e m  u p  t o  r id ic u le . I t  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  th e ir  
a rg u m e n ts , fo r  th e  re a so n , i t  m a y  b e , th a t  b e t te r  E n g lish , b e t te r  
re a so n in g , ch a s te r  la n g u a g e , a  h ig h e r  s ty le  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  
e x p re ss io n , m ig h t  b e  fo u n d  in  y o u r  p a g e s  th a n  in  tn e ir s , a n d  so  
m a k e  th e  c o n tra s t  u n fa v o u ra b le  t o  th e m . T . ie y  r id ic u le ,  ( o r  
a tte m p t, ra th e r , t o  d o  bo) w r ite r s  in  y o u r  p a p e r  fo r  s ig n in g  in i ­
tia ls . W h y ,  the  s c r ib b le r  w h o  im p re sse d  w it .i  p e n  a n d  in k  th e  
r a p id  a r t ic le  t o  w h ic h  I  a llu d e , fr o m  u n d e r  a  fo o l ’s -c a p  o n  t o  h is  
fo o ls ca p , in  a c c u s in g  y o u r  c o n t r ib u to r s  o f  s h ie ld in g  th e m se lv e s  
U nder in it ia ls , f o ig e t s  th a t  h e  d a re  l.o t , o r  d o e s  n o t , s ig n  h is  
uw n  n a m e  t o  h is  o w n  a r t ic le  ! W e r e  so m e  sm a ll C o b d e n  to  d r a g  
n im  fro m  h is o t te r -h o le ,  o r  d in g y  G o v e r n m e n t -d e s k , in to  th e  l ig h t  
n f o u te r  d a y , p e rh a p s  h e  m ig h t  tu rn  o u t  t o  b e  n o t  e v e n  a  D e la n e . 
I t  seem s c le a r  t o  m e, M r . E d ito r ,  w h e n  s o  m atiy  w h a t  a re  
te rm ed  re s p e c ta b le  a n d  ■ in flu e n t ia l jo u r n a ls  d e s c e n d  fr o m  th e  
lo fty  r e g io n s  t h e y  in h a b it , a n d  fr o m  th e  g i ld e d  s a lo o n s  a n d  
g o rg e o u s  p a la ce s  w h ic h  a re  th e ir  n a tu ra l a n d  n o r m a l d w e l l in g -  
p laces, t o  a t ta ck  y o u ,  th a t  y o u  m u s t  b e  g r o w in g  in  im p o r ta n ce . 
9 n e  sm a ll  n e w s p a p e r— w as it  th e  w e a k -b r a in e d  Standard l— sa id  
it  t h o u g h t  i t — it, th e  *• g in g e r -b r e a d -b u t to n  ”  Standard— m u st  in  
o t iq u e t le  te rm  y o u  its  c o n t e m p o r a r y ! P e rh a p s  it  w a s n ’ t  th e  
Standard, b u t  d o n ’ t  g e t  s p ir itu a lly  p r o u d , M r . E d ito r ,  w h a te v e r  
th e  p a p e r  w as .

O n e  d e le c ta b le  o r g a n  a d m it te d  th a t  a m o n g s t  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n ts  w e re  m en  o f  “  so m e  e d u ca t io n .”  I  th in k  it  w a s  th e  o n e  th a t  
Bails fr o m  th e  r e g io n s  o f  P a ll-M a ll . W e r e  I  a  w o m a n , a n d  in  
p ossess ion  o f  a  fa n , I  sh o u ld  h id e  m y  b lu s h iu g  c h e c k , a n d  s a y , 
”  O h , d o n ’ t 1 ” — Y o u r s ,  & c.,

Edwin Eddisov.
O c t . 9 ,1 8 6 5 .

O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

M y D ear L  ,— I think our correspondence has attained what should be 
the end and aim o f  all controversy— the discovery o f  the points o f  agree­
ment rather than o f  those o f  difference. W ith  som e real or apparent differ­
ences, We have found a  substantial agreement on the main point in debate. 
*he proposition which called forth the address from  m e which has elicited  
io u r  friendly criticisms, was for the establishment o f  a C hu ich  or Society 
°o  the basis o f  a belief in the truth o f  Spiritualism , and for the diffusion 
°* that faith. I think we now agree that that course is not advisable.

But the suggestion o f  M r. Grant, with which y ou  concur, and invito 
**e and others to think over, and, i f  possible, com e  to an agreement 
ttP°n ; vie., the establishment o f  a Society for the scientific investigation 
o f Psychological and kindred subjects, on a similar basis to that o f  the 
"titish  Association, is altogether another matter, und one well worthy o f  
consideration. I m ay at once say that 1 sec no objection  to it in principle. 
Indeed, seven or eight years ago, a few friends associated with mo p ro­
jected u society with the very title  and objects you suggest; and, i f  1 re­
member rightly, we went so far as to draw up rules for it ,bu t, like similar 
in je c t s ,  it cam e to nought. M y only doubt is, i f  such a society be not 
"°w  premature. In this country, at a ll events, the subject does not seem 
y*f to  have taken hold o f  a sufficient number o f  educated and thoughtful 
*h>nds, who) w ould  be willing to m ake it a matter o f  earnest and patient 
tttdy, to give one reasonable ground o f  confidence in the success o f  such an 
undertaking. A t the same time it may be well to have a beginning, and I 
*peet that very shortly a beginning will be m ade by instituting in 

™ '>don a series o f  social meetings, for conversation and discussion on 
he class o f  topics referred to. Such a m odest experim ent will at least 
®*crve success, and m ay be a prelude to  further action.

**> the m eantim e, while we have the “ Spiritual T im e s ”  to  note 
b“ f 'cn t  faita and com m ent on the successive phases o f  opinion  presented 
th . Pre®* from  week to  week, we have the “ Spiritual M agazine ’ ’  for 

6 insertion o f  articles o f  permanent value, corresponding, in som e 
e»sure, to  the papers that w ould be read before Buch an association as

Mr. Grant and yourself suggest. F or six years it has served as a 
medium o f  com m unication between independent thinkers, and as a 
register o f  the principal facts and ideas among us concerning m an’ s 
spiritual nature and relations. O f  course, the plan and limits o f  a maga­
zine cannot reach all the objects which might be carried out by a society, 
but I would point out the duty o f  sustaining and making the fullest and 
best use we can o f  existing agencies, before establishing new ones. I 
know that you  will quite concur in th is; and, when the tim e is ripe for 
further developm ents, none will m ore gladly welcom e, and, to the extent 
o f  his hum ble ability , aid them, than

Y ou r  correspondent und friend,
T homas B reviok.

O ct. 7, 1865.

M A G I C  C R Y S T A L S .

T o  th e  E d it o r  o f  th e  Spiritual Times.
Sir,— In V allan cey ’s “ C ollectanea 'd e  R ebus H ibern icis,”  vol. iv., 

there is an engraving o f  tho D ruidical magical stone o f  speculation, which 
was believed to attract the logit, or spiritual fire. Quartz crystals arc 
borne, even now , by the priests o f  V an  D iem en ’ s Land, as sacred 
stones, which are religiously preserved.— (M itch e ll’s “  Australia,”  vol ii.)

T h e  crystals o f  Paracelsus, o f  Joachim  Cameraruis, and o f  D r. D ee , 
are well known. T he latter one is in the British M useum , and it re­
sembles one which was discovered some years since in a Kentish barrow, 
and probably it is a relic o f  Druidism.

A bout the year 1465 there lived at W om bw ell, in the south o f  Y o r k ­
shire, a famous crystal seer, who earned his livelihood by recovering 
stolen property. l i e  was prosecuted upon a charge o f  heresy, and 
punished for his offence. H e was ordered to walk at the head o f  a 
procession, in the Cathedral Church o f  Y o rk , with a lighted torch in 
his right hand, and a rod with his books hanging to it by a string, in 
his left hand. An inscription, ecce sortilequt, vvms to be affixed to his 
head, and a similar title was appended to his shoulders, by means o f  a 
sheet o f  paper. On his breast and back tw o other sheets were to  be 
placed, each o f  them bearing the words, “  Invocata Spiritusm ,”  In  this 
attire he recanted, and scaled the recantation by burning the book . 
H e also recanted in four o f  the Y orksh ire churches. T h e  Latin confes­
sion o f  this “ h eretic ,"  W illiam  B yg , is contained in the 13th volum e 
o f  the “  Archaeological Journal,”  pages 373-4.

In connection with buried crystals I may add in this p lace, that Bomc 
years before the golden corslet, at the “  G oblen ’s I l i l l , ”  near M old, 
was discovered, and which is now in the British Museum, an elderly 
fem ale, returning in the evening from  M old , im agined that she had seen 
a spectre cross her path, to  the m ound where the skeleton encased in 
gold was found afterwards. She stated that the spectre was large, and 
shone like the sun. T he next morning she m entioned the fact to  the 
farmer— whose workmen found the corslet in 1833. The Dean o f  St. 
Asaph was well acquainted with the seeress, and he confirm ed thisaccount 
o f  her vision.

Bishop G ibson, in his edition o f  “  Cam der’s Britannia," stated that a 
gold plate, now in the Ashm alla M useum, was found near Ballyshannon, 
in consequence o f  the song o f  a harper, a seer. H e  said that at a certain 
spot a man o f large stature lay buried, his back covered with a golden 
plate, and with golden rings on his fingers. Search was m ado, and the 
plate was discovered.

T h e  “  Zoist,’ ’ for the month o f  N ovem ber, 1849, contains an interest­
ing and able article upon the subject o f  crystal, written by M r. F . 
H ock ley , which w ill repay perusal.— I am , sir, yours obediently,

L ondon, Sept. 5Uth, 1862.
ClIRISTOFHER CoOKK.

P .S .— Byg m ixed up the names o f  persons o f  note in his confession as 
confederates, or probably he would have been punished m ore severely. 
But he was not obliged to take out a license for conjuring or divining. 
T hat course has been reserved for the enlightened nineteenth century.

C . C.

V I S I O N  O F  H E N R Y  I.

T o  th e  E d it o r  o f  th e  Spiritual Times.
Sir,— Som e six months since I sent to the E ditor o f  the “  Spiritual 

M agazine”  an account o f  tho remarkable vision o f  H enry I.
As no notice has been taken o f  it, I venture to forward the narrative to 

you, and leave to your judgm ent whether it is or not worth insertion in 
the “  Spiritual T im es.”

I  cannot, however, but think that the know ledge o f  matters o f  the like 
kind, when well authenticated, ought to be circulated, as it lielps on the 
cause we all luivo at heart.— I remain, sir, yours obediently,

T hus. Shbrbat.
P .S . T he account is extracted from the Journal o f  the British Archaeo­

logical Association o f  which I am an associate, and would not have been 
entered therein without a foundation for it had existed.

T . S.
9 , W estm orland-p lace, Bayawater, August 28 , 1065.

R E M A R K A B L E  V I S I O N  O F  H E N R Y  I . O F  E N G L A N D .
T his oeeunod  to the K ing while journeying into N orm andy, and was 

com posed o f  what may bo termed three tableaux,— farmers, soldiers, and 
priests, its ob ject apparently being to reptovo the m onarch for his evil 
course o f  life ; this it is recorded to have effected.

It  is as follow s from Gupgrave’s “  C hronicle o f  England,’ ’  the phraseo­
logy only being altered to that o f  the present t im e : —
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“  S oon  after appeared unto this king m arvellous visions. First he saw 
in his sleep a  great m ultitude o f  ploughm en, with such instruments as 
they use, com e against him as though they would k ill him. T hen saw 
he a m ultitude o f  armed men, with spears and darts against him. In the 
third vision cam e prelates, with crosses and crosiers, sorely threatening 
him. The k ing  woke, rose, and took his sword in his hand, supposing it 
had been sooth. This same vision was shown to a leech. T hey called 
him G rim bald , and he warned the king as Daniel did N ebuchadnezzar, 
to redeem  his sins with alms. Moon after this he went into N orm andy, 
to ascertain i f  his daughter were with ch ild , and as he cam e from  hunting 
he desired greatly to eat a lam prey, for that meat loved he well, and 
ever it did him harm. T in s m eat caused a fever, o f  which he died. H e 
reigned thirty-five years.”

V I S I T  O F  P R I N C E  A L B E R T  F R O M  T H E  S P I R I T -W O R L D .

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
Sir,— A t the beginning o f  last year I  was almost daily in com m unication 

with the spirit-w orld. O n one occasion I said to m y principal com ­
m unicant, “  D o  you  see the great men who have lived on the earth ?”  
“ y e s . ”  “ H ave you seen S h a k e s p e a r e “ N o . ' ’ H ave you seen 
M endelsshon “ N o . "  “ H ave you seen Prince A lbert ?”  “ Y es, 
frequ ently .’ ’ C ould  you  bring him h e re ? ’ ’  “ I will try .”  T h e  next 
day I enquired as to  the probability o f  a visit from Prince A lbert, and was 
inform ed he had consented to com e and would he present at half-past 
eleven the follow ing morning. W e accordingly assembled at the appointed 
tim e, and were at once in com m unication with our spirit-friends, who said 
“  Prince Albert is com ing in five m inutes, so be ready for him .”  1 said, 
we will sing his Christmas H ym n. I m ay observe that we were in the 
)iabit o f  having music at our stances, which we found greatly to  facilitate 
the manifestations. So, on the Prince being announced, we com m enced 
the hym n alluded to, ami he at once began to b e lt  tim e 
with a stick which was resting against the wall beside the harm onium . 
T he hymn finished, the Prince w rote these words.

“  It is very kind o f  you  alt to  learn it to sing to me ; you did it very 
nicely  indeed. Albkrt o r  S a x e -C oihhuih a n d  G o t h a  died at 
WINDSOR CiSTLE Mr I ¡161.’ ’

A t the conclusion o f  this writing, the large dining-room  table, at which 
m y daughter (th e  m edium ) was sitting, was raised at one end. This was 
a phenom enon I had never before witnessed, never having elicited  table 
movem ents without resting our hands on the su rface ; hut in this case 
the table was covered w ith a cloth and not a hand had touched it. I 
have since seen this table,which weighs about a hundred-weight, raised in 
the air bv spirit power. I next proposed som e m ore singing, and 
observed that l  had com posed a Christmas H ym n. T he Prince asked 
us to sing it hut wished los own to he sung again first. This request wus 
com plied  with, and on the com pletion o f  my hym n, the words “ It is 
w orth y ”  were written. W e  then sang a p iece from M ozart, 
which happened to be on the instrument, to which the Prince 
beat the time with the ability of a Costa. I then asked “ Are 
you  often with the Q u e e n ? ’ *• Y es, very o f t e n ”  “  Are you 
pleased at the birth o f  a Prince ? ”  at wl ich gieat delight was manifested.

A fter a few remarks concerning Spiritualism, in which the Prince e x ­
pressed him self greatly interested, and w hich he said, would he pretty 
generally believed in five tears, the Interview terminated. I need not 
»ay that n  afforded us all great gratification. At a  stance the follow ing 
day, allusion was m ode to these proceedings, and the words, “  W e  were 
very pleased he ciuno to  sec y o u ,”  were rapped out.

1  rem ain, yours faithfully,
Eastbourne, O ct. 9, 16G5. R oubrt C ootbk .

EXTRACT FROM A WORK BY J. PERCEVAL, ESQ. 
Published by M r. Effingham W ilson, R oyal E xchange, HHO.

(Concluded from our last.)
Only a short timó before I was coufined to my bed, I began to 
hear voices, at first only dose to my ear, afterwards in my head, 
or as if some one was w hispering in my ear, or iu various parts 
of the room. These voices £ obeyed, or endeavoured to obey, 
and believed almost implicitly; especially after my mind was 
entirely deranged ; I understood them to bo the words of the 
Lord or of His Spirits. Afterwards, w hen I was very faint and 
ill, I saw visions of various kinds, the countenances of my friends 
and relations, now white, now red, as if in flames ; venerable 
countenances witli flowing locks and silvery beards; the pale 
hand and arm of death stretched over me, and processions, 
beautifully delineated, like those of the ancient pagans,

Those voices commanded me to do, and made me believe, a 
number of false and terrible things. I threw myself out of bed; 
1 tried to twist my neck ; I struggled with my keepers. When 
l came to Dr. Fox’s 1 threw myself over a style, absolutely head 
over heels, wrestled with the keepers to get a violent fall, asked 
them to strangle me, endeavoured to suffocate myself on my 
pillow. &e., threw myself flat on my face dowu steep slopes and 
upon the gravel walk, called after people a» my mother, brothers, 
ami sisters, and cried out a number of sentences, usually in 
verse, as 1 heard them prompted to m e; iu short, for a whole 
year I scarcely utteied a syllable, or did a single act, but from 
inspiration ; though I now know that scarcely one oí the things 
£ said, or one of the things l did, was I intended to perform.

During this year, abo, I heard very beautiful voices singing 
to me iu th« most touching manner; and on ono occasion 1 
heard the sounds of the rattle lowing, and o f other beasts iu the

fields, convey articulate sentences to me, as it is written of 
Balaam. On another I was threatened terribly by the thunder 
in heaven : in short, nearly all sounds that I heard were clothed 
with articulation. I saw also visions, and on the same day that 
I heard the cattle addressing me, on looking up into heaven, as 
I was leaving Dr. Fox’s premises, I saw a beautiful vision of the 
Lord descending with all IIia saints. During the same year, I 
also saw the faces of persons who approached me, clothed with 
the features of my nearest relations and earliest acquaintance, 
so that I called out their names, and could have sworn, but for 
the immediate change of countenance, that my friends had been 
there. As they weie walking at some distance their stature 
also changed.

I recollect that even at the height of my delusions I refused 
to obey these voices on several occasions, when by obeying them 
I was afraid of taking the life of my attendants ; for instance, I 
was often desired to push a man named Hobbs backwards into 
an empty bath, but 1 was afraid to do it, lest I should injure 
him. I also often, through disappointment and rage, through 
fatigue ami despair of comprehending them, rebelled against them, 
and refused to do anything, choosing melancholy, sulkiness, and 
inactivity, or my own will. On another occasion, being desired 
to throw myself over a steep precipice near the river Avon, 
with the promise that, if I did so, I should be in heavenly places, 
or immediately at home, I refused to do sc, for fear of death, and 
retired from the edge of the precipice to avoid the temptation ; 
but this last was uot till after repeated experiments of other 
kinds had proved to me that 1 might lie deluded. For 1 was 
cured at last, and only cured of each of these delusions respect­
ing throwing myself about, &e., &c., by the experience that the 
promises attendant upon cacli of them were false. YVheu 1 
had fairly performed what I was commanded, and found that 1 
remained as I was, 1 desisted from trying it with any sincerity, 
and soon left it off.

I was tempted to do these things very often from hearing the 
voices tell me that my fellow-piisoners were suffering for me, 
and that if I did so-and-so I should relieve them ; but at last I 
was warned that a change would take place in my situation, and
when the voices one day said to me, “ M r .------ia suffering or
suffocating for you,” another, or the same voice, added, “ to think 
of, or to reflect on, with shame anil contrition, too,”  or words of 
that kind ; than my miiul began to have peace, and I began to 
breathe again. I knew 1 had been deceived, and when any 
voice came to order me to do anything, 1 conceived it my duty 
to wait and hear if that order was explained ami followed by 
another, and, indeed, l often rejected the voice altogether ; and 
thus I became of a sudileti, from a dangerous lunatic, a mere 
imbecile, half-witted, though wretched being ; anil this was the 
first stage of my recovery.

Tliis took place in the cricket season, about six months before 
the end of the year 1K11, and the consequence of it was, that 
during the day I was released from my fastenings, though 
not at night for a long time after. My limbs being more at 
liberty, having more exercise, more occupation, more amusement, 
my health and tone of mind soon made rapid advances towards 
restoration ; and though afterwards I once struck my keeper 
ami one of the patients, it was from ample provocation, and not 
from delusion or insanity. From this time, in truth, 1 needed 
nothing hut observation, and not coercion.

During the time of my greatest infirmities, 1 also called my 
keepers and others by various names, and somo by the names of 
my brothers or sisters ; some 1 addressed as my father. This 
last was cither on account of some resemblance in the features 
or in the dispositions, or on account of their ago. I also called 
the keepers by inspiration, Ilones'y, Sincerity, Simplicity, 
Joviality, &e,, according to their characters, though 1 did not 
then comprehend my own manner of address, and 1 knew not 
that I was in a madhouse; but after 1 began to recover from 
my frightful dream, to become alive to the dreadful reality of 
my position, I understood both things and persons to be really 
what they were, though not always, nor for some time ; for long 
after 1 worshipped ono of my keepers as the Lord Jesus, even * 
few weeks before my departure from Dr. Fox’s.

It is curious, and it is contrary to the theory of the doctors, 
who deprecate all excitement among their patients, that every 
dispute ami struggle I had with those controlling me, served to 
strengthen my mind and to dissipate my errors ; particularly 
that occasion on which I struck the keeper Ilobbs, upon his at­
tempting to collar mo, anil to force mo to come and be t-haved- 
1 cannot recollect accurately whether then I had already begun 
to doubt the truths of Christianity ; but I bad begun to reason 
with myself how often I bad been deceived through life *" 
adopting upon trust the opinions of others, and in following tin* 
fashions and habits of society ; and 1 determined, when 1 wa* 
released from confinement, to do nothing whatever which I could 
not prove reasonable; and. among other things, as more con­
sistent with nature and reason, I resolved to wear my beard 
and long hair. I hud no sooner come to this resolution, than 
the voices 1 used to hear taunted me with cowardice aud sû r 
serviency to those «round tuo in not putting it into instant 
execution, on account, even, of the filthy manner in which I wa*
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shaved ; and I was made to feel that I was guilty of gross in­
gratitude to my Saviour in not insisting upon my right to do 
this, in spite of any opposition that might he made to it. The 
consequence was, *hat I replied in thought to these voices, ‘‘ We 
will see if it is so,” and I was soon after engaged in a desperate 
struggle with the keepers in support of my right, in which one 
of them wilfully dislocated my thumb, ami another knelt on my 
belly, and seized my throat, to suffocate me into submission. 
My spirits were completely aroused by this affair, and I gained 
a self-confidence, anil a liberty of thought for some time lost to 
me ; the absurdity of my Saviour having desired me in such cir­
cumstances to expose myself to such disgraceful treatment was 
self-evident, and my resolution became the stronger to exercise a 
great control over myself, and cautiously and steadily to resist 
being led away again into any situation of difficulty by these 
voices. Still, however, I fancied the voices were holy, sent to 
try and to instruct me, and that I was bound to respeet and pay 
attention to them ; but I was no longer afraid of beiug led into 
any danger by obeying them, though I thought that I might 
expose myself to ridicule. For this reason I was desirous of 
being placed under observation, and1 I should voluntarily have 
•ought retirement, and have submitted to the control of a phy­
sician or clergyman, if I had then received my liberty ; and in 
this state of mind continued, in this respect, for two or three 
months afterwards. The reason of this was, that many of the 
guidances I received proved themselves by their results to be 
true and reasonable, so that I could not doubt but that they 
were benevolent and divhie ; but often, when I had submitted 
either to the directions of a voice, or to the motions of a spirit to 
a certain extent, I found myself left in the lurch, and unable to 
understand further what I was to do ; and this in circumstances 
of great embarrassment, likely to excite much laughter and as­
tonishment in those with whom I had to do. For instance, I 
have been often desired to open my mouth, and to address 
persons in different manners, and I have begun without pre­
meditation a very rational and consecutive speech, but, in a sin­
gular, and, as might be styled, original manner, but, in the midst 
of my sentence, the power has either left me, or words have 
W n  suggested contradictory of those that went before, and I have 
been deserted, gaping, speechless, or stuttering in great confu- 
Mon. Conceiving at that time that the inspirations I received 
were true, but that I misunderstood them, 1 imagined that 1 was 
fo blame, i s the voices told me l was, through affectation or 
insincerity, or want of faith ; that it was still my duty to attend 
*° what I heard ; and that if I were in quiet circumstances, and 
»1 private, I might at length discover the mystery of ray difficulty 
'U comprehending what I was to do or say ; but I judged that it 
’»as impossible to do so without many failures, and that these 
might expose me to great contempt; I was, therefore, desirous 
that these failures might not take place in public. The letters 
I wrote from Dr. Fox’s asylum will serve as another example of 
what 1 mean. I may say that every syllable of these letters 1 
•aw by illusion on the paper before I wrote them ; but many 
other sentences also appeared besides those which I chose, and 
°fteu these sentences made light of, or contradicted, what went 
before, turning me to ridicule, and that ridicule goading me to 
&t>ger and madness, and I had great labour and difficulty to 
oollect myself to seize those that were at all consecutive, or not 
*oo violent, or not too impassioned. This was extremely painful. 
My readers will find in these letters a good deal of sense and 
forcible writing, mixed with a great deal of weakness and iiube- 
«dity ; thus the inspirations and guidances I have received have 
been often good and becoming, and, therefore, I conceive, in the 
*ense in which the term is usually employed, divine: often they 
*ere defective, and much my judgment ought to have rejected, 

would have rejected in calmer circumstances. But I was in 
* roorn with other madmen, continually interrupted by the 
“otrance of one servant or another, liable to impertinent ques- 
**°ns, how I was getting on with my letters,to threats of having 
•be pen and ink taken away if I did not get on faster, and to 
“ •ve my piper snatched up to see what 1 had written, Oh! 
jjy Countrymen ! Oh ! Humanity 1 Oh 1 Christianity ?

T H E  A L L E N  B O Y  M A N I F E S T A T I O N S .

from my pocket various articles, combed my head, and patted 
my face very tenderly and lovingly.

The hand also took candy from some one’s pocket, and placed 
the same in my mouth, holding it for me to bite off a piece, then 
put the rest between my lips, by which means I could distinctly 
feel the fingers with my tongue. I heard tho drum beaten 
with a force which seemingly must have broken in the head. 
The hand would obey my mental requests as readily as though 
I'lmd spoken aloud. The manifestations were various, and some 
of them were executed very rapidly indeed, such as moving 
things into different parts of the room ; and noises were heard, 
first in one place, then in another, almost at the same moment. 
The boy was raised up out of his chair while I had hold of his 
hand.

The boy seemed unsophisticated, plain, and, I verily believe, 
truthful. And though I had been a believer for some time in 
Spiritualism, yet I confess I was surprised at what I saw and 
heard, not quite realizing that it could be so plainly demon­
strated. I have said that these circles were held in the dark, 
yet I have heard that tho hand had been seen a day or two 
previous to the date which I speak of, by truthful and reliable 
persons in every respect. The hand was seen to take up shears, 
and clip a lock of hair from another lad's head!—F. V. Powers, 
in the Banner of Light.

R E V I E W .

Love : A  selection from the best Poets, by T homas Shorter,
London : F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row.
Mr. Shorter is a diligent and careful student. He does not fail 

to bestow the necessary labour over auy literary work ho under­
takes. It is always to us a pleasure to advert to any work to 
which he attaches his name, either in the capa.'ity of Editor 
or Author. The work before us is a worthy contribution to the 
literature of Love. It not only reflects credit on the Editor, 
but on the Publisher, for the taste displayed in its production. 
The theme is one of universal significance, old and young alike, 
owe, in greater or less degree, dutiful obedience to Love. Here 
is a rare rosary of riches, most of them perfect. Alto­
gether, « e have no hesitation in saying that tho reader will find no 
other collection of Love poems of equal bulk in which the legiti­
mate gems of verse on that theme are better and more correctly 
preserved. We abominate the conventional system of fault­
finding, which is applied to good, bad, andj indifferent, alike. 
Therefore, we make no effort to discover faults ; whilst the 
beauties of the work force themselves upon us at almost every 
page. We read a id admire, and feel that our readers will have 
no cause for regret, should they invest the small sum of 3s. Cd. 
in “ Love,” which olden sages say is blind, but which sends its 
darts into the hearts of most persons with a marvellously un­
erring aim, nevertheless.

THE REY. W. K Ell’S TESTIMONY TO SPIRITUALISM.

The Rev. W. Ker, M.A., in a work just published, says
“ The writer of these pages has, for a length of time, bestowed 

great attention upon the subject, and is in a position to affirm 
with all confidence, from las own experience and repeated 
trials, that the alleged phenomena of Spiritualism are, 
for by far the most part, the products neither of 
imposture nor delusion. They are true, and that to the 
fullest extent. Nay, the marvels which he himself has 
witnessed in tho private retirement of his own homo, with 
only a few select friends, and without having even so much as 
ever seen a public medium, are in many respects fully equal to 
any of the startling narratives which have appeared in print. 
He has found that theru is an intelligence behind, or under, 
those varied manifestations, which can read our inmost thoughts,- 
can in many cases truly predict coming events ; can tell what 
may be at the moment passing in distant places ; can answer 
mental questions ; and which, in his experience, has not only 
replied correctly to those queries, but even to the secret thoughts 
and unspoken desires which gave rise to them.”

time since I read several communications in the Banner 
ooncerning the “ Allen B oy” and the manifestations made 
ll,r°ugh him. I will now relate to you what I saw of him last 
jMnter, at Glover, Vt. The circles held were in darkened rooms. 
Due evening 1 held the boy’s right hand, another gentleman 
p'd the left. Soon I visibly felt the touch of a hand upon my 

shoulder, head, face, and breast. 1 could feel the pressure 
• fiugers, and their various movements, as plainly as 1 ever felt 

J*® touch of any' person’s hand in my life. Occasionally I would 
slapped upon the shoulders, which 1 felt and heard as sensibly 

f* * ever did anything; more than thirty persons present also 
®<Urd the sounds. The hand unbuttoned my shirt bosom, took

Durino the dearth of news occasioned by the Parliamentary 
recess, the “  penny-a-liners ”  of the cheap press are driven to 
their usual work—ami very dirty work it is—of abusing Spirit­
ualism and Spiritualists. One of these ignorant scribblers, in a 
long letter, classes Spiritualism in his list of popular quackeries, 
which, of course, includes Homoeopathy and Mesmerism ; but 
there is one species of quackery to which he does not allude, 
and which is, of all others, the most contemptible and offensive— 
Niwspaper quackery. Public instructors, save tho mark ! 
Arrant impostors, rather ! Conceited Know-Nothings, who have 
the effrontery to lecture men of learning and celebrity, who have 
devoted years to the investigation of the subject. Such, however,, 
is the usual ignorance of insolence.—Spiritual Magazir.t,
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post free to any part o f  the U nited  K ingdom , 
by rem itting, in advance, as under: —
Copies. W eeks. W eeks. W eeks.

1, 3d-, or  for 13, 3s. 3d. id ,  bs.fid. 52. 13s. 
■J, 5d ., „  „  5s. 5d. , ,  lOs thl. „  21s.
3, tid., ,, ,,  6's. iid. ,, 13s,Oil. „  26s.
« ,  1*. „  „  13s.0d. „  Sfis.ffd. „  52s.
Post O ffice Orders m ust be m ade payable to 

Mr. J . H . P ow ell, at the Post O ffice, Ilathbone- 
p la ce .

r n H E  S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M  
JL 14, Newman Street, Oxford Street.

Thia Institution iB established for the 
advancement of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. It offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
•btaiu proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
a platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal facta of Spirit Com­
munion & Immortality, it invites,all who re- 
•ogniae, or desire to recognise, these truths

The Lyceum has both religious and se­
cular aims,—religious in the highest sense 
•f eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
tnouldiug the future by a wise realisation 
•f the present and a spiritual conception 
•f its uses.

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
Buglaml renders a centra! institution neces­
sary to orgauiie means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
ia isolated form* all over the kingdom, 
Ta effect this most desirable object Mr. R. 
Uooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many siucere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
•tie guinea each (the latter subscription 
Wing the minimum). Those who mth- 
tofibe one or more guineas annually will 
ho entitled to the privilege of attending 
all lectures free. Spirit Drawings 
and Work« of a progressive character 
will be added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped I 
facilities may be afforded for the develop-1

ment of such connected with the Lyceum.
A printing press is now in operation 

upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid tho cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can bo supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum.

We feel persuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us.
Applications poh L ectures will R eceive 

A ttention.
All communications and remittances to 

be forwarded to Mr. J. II. Powell, Spirit­
ual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxford-st.

The payment of 2s. fid. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions 
only.

NOTICE.
A CONFERENCE OP SPIRIT U-

-4 A -  A I.1 S T S , will take place at theSpiritua' 
L yceum  on Sunday Evening, O ctober 15th, 
1865, at 7 o ’clock .

N ow  ready. In one volum e, D em y 8 vo., 
Post free, price l Os.

QUPR A-MTJNDANE FACTS, IN
L J  T H E  L I F E  O F  J. 11 . F E R G U S O N ; 
Including twenty year*’ observation o f  l’ reter- 

Natural Phenomena,
Edited by T . L . N ichols, M .I ) „  author o f  
“ F orty Y ear* o f  Am erican L ife ,”  “  Biography 

ot the Brothers D avenport,’ ’ & e., A c .

This book  contnins the personal exp eri­
ences o f  M r. Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum ­
stances, and over a wide runge o f  territory, o f  
very remarkable phenom ena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms o f  psych i­
cal or spiritual, manifestations. I t  will also 
present, from the copious records o f  M r. F er- 
Ku»ont ipecimenrt o f  wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and m any facts orally 
related. T ho work o f  the editor will be the 
selection and the arrangement o f  tho records 
furnished him , and the orderly narration o f  
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work o f  tho present tim e contnins accounts 
o f  m ore rem arkable, varied and im portant 
phenom ena tlmn will he found in thia volum e. 

A ll orders to he sent to M r. J .  II. P owell, 
Spiritual L yceum , 14, Newm an-street, 

O xford -street, W .

rill IE EDITOR OF THE “ SPIR1T- 
-1 -  U A L T 1 M K S ’ ’ is prepared to a ccept en* 

gagem entsto Lecture on Mc-sinerismor Spiritual­
ism. A ddress,Spiritual L yceum , 14, Newm an 
street, O xford  S 'reet, \V.

A few copies of

A D I N  B A L L O U ’ S MODERN 
Spirit-Manifestations, published at 

1*. Gd. May he had at the Spiritual 
Lyceum. Is. each. Post free 1«. 2d.

This Work contains an admirable 
Preface of 48 pp„ and an Appendix of 32 
pp. by the English Editor.

P rice Tw opence, Post-free T hreepence.
n i T H A T  S P I R I T U A L I S M  H A S
r  v T A U G H T ."  Uvprintod from the 

Spiritual Muga* ine, may be hadat the Spiritual 
L yceu m , 14, N ew m an-street, O xford-street, W .

This pamphlet is one of tho most vigorous 
of M r, Howiit’s numerous writings on Spiritual* 
ism. It  is in every wnysuitnhle for circulation

\ f I 8 8 _  D .  C 0 0 M A N , 8 ~ S E A N C m
J j-1 ~  M iss Cogm an will hold s&mce* at her 
re»i«U*noe( 22, New Kond, Com m ercial Hoad, K.f 
every Tut?a<Uy and Wcdnefeduy, from 2 p m. to 
10 p.uj.

qPIBITUALISM; ITS FACTS AND
P H A S E S , Illustrated with Personal E x ­

periences, and F a c-S im iles  o f  S p irit-W riting , 
by J .  II. P ow ell.

As an individual contribution to the geneial 
mans o f  testim ony on this great top ic  o f  tb« 
age, it is very valuable.—  William Iloicitt,

M r. Pow ell’s statements o f  tho answers h# 
received to queries are rem arkable, and as he 
is evidently  a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the p ublic  to consu lt tht 
work. * • • M any persona will read Mr-
P ow ell’ s narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack o f  the m arvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—Public Opinion, M arch 12th, 1864.

T he sum o f  the matter is, that i f  one has a 
a curiosity to  know what Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually  aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from M r. P o w e ll’s volum e 
than from  any other that has yet been published, 
not even excepting  that o f  the great apostle 
m edium , M r. H om e h im self.—Caledonian M ff  
cury> M arch 12, 1864.

T h is  is the fourth book  that has recently  
com e to our hands on the sam e subject, and. 
whilst it is the sm allest, it  is yet the most atrik 
ing o f  all the form er, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and tha 
nature o f  thefacts or assumptions with w hich  it is 
cramm ed from  first to last. * * * T here  is 
m uch, very m uch to  excite thought, whether ta 
com pel conviction , o r  not. T h e  enquiry is by 
no means the contem ptib le thing that many 
p eop le  wish to consider it. I t  deals with a l­
leged facts, which, i f  true, are astoun d in g ; and* 
i f  false, still they are objects o f  interest, and 
they ought to he disposed o f.— Uritish Standard* 
M arch  18th, 1864.

T o  be had o f  the A uthor at the L yceu m , 
P r ice  2 s ., post free.

ME.”  AND MILS. WALLACE
b eg  to announce that they have taken 

the L yceum  lln l l ,  14, N ewm an-street, O xford- 
street, for a series o f  Friday Evening Stance* 
to com m ence at ha lf past 7 , p .m .
________________  A dm ission Is.

S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M  T R A C I 'S .

N t i
1.—NIOODEMIANS AND

T I I O M A S I A N S , by W il l ia m  H ow iT f. 
N o. 2 .— S P I R I T U A L I S M  IN  H A R M O N Y  

W I T H  S C IE N C E , bv Dr. J . B . F erg u so n - 
N o. 3 .— A N  A P P E A L  T O  T H E  C L E R G Y  

F O R  TH IS I N V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  
S P I R I T U A L I S M , by O n e  of T h em - 
s e l v e s . N ow  ready. P rice Threepene*- 

An assortment o f  the above, with others, 1».

EW PSALM ftndllYMNTUNES,
T E  D E U M , and T W E N T Y - F O U R  

O R I G I N A L  C H A N T S , C om posed and A r­
ranged, with voice parts com plete, for the 
O igan , H arm onium , and P iano, by R ooster 
C o o p e r ,— P rice 2 s . ; c lo th , 2 s. 6'd .
L ondon : N ovella  & C o., 68, Denn Street,Soho* 

T he H arm onies, both in invention and nr- 
rangem ent, are m usical to a very high degree, 
and, altogether, the work is one which can b* 
strongly recom m ended, and will he sure to meet 
with approval.—Brighton Guardian

N ow  R ead y ,
In one V o l , well hound. Post free, price, 5«- 

T ilibn er  ft C o , 60, Piiternoster-iow.

Li f e  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  p o e t i c
P I C T U R E S , by J . II. P O W E L L - 

T his work will contain an account o f  tk* 
A uthor’ s remarkable E xperiences in Mesmeri*"1 
and Spiritualism , together with a judicious 
selection from his Poem s.

M ay  be obtained o f  the Author, S p ir it u **. 
L yceum, 14, Newman ¡Street Oxford Street W -

Price, 3s. 6rf. Post free, 4».
I  NCIDENTS IN MY LIFE, by
- L  I ). I )  H O M E , nently hound. A te* 
C opies o f  this adm irable W ork may be had »4 
the S p iiiit u a i. L yceum, 14, Newm an Street. 
O xford Street, W . ___

P R IN  T 1 N 07ITbjR C ulA K &
P A M P H L E T S , B O O K S , &e. printed 

on m oderate leim s, at the Spiritual Lyceum. 
14, N ewm an-street, O xlord street. Country 
orders punctually attended to.
Printed and Published by the P ropriet“ 1' 

R obert  C o o p e r , at the Spiritual LyceiU “ » 
14, N ew m a n -st.,O x ford -st.. in the Count! 
o fU id d le .c n ,  Saturday, O ct. 14th. 1865-


