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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting
us not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternalexistence,
causing us'to foel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah-
solute and enduring, because we associnte our thoughts with the external and
Apparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en-
during facts are beyond the tomb.

EDUCATION.

—

Pennars no subject has been more discussed than that of
Education. It has been the pet theme of pigmy sectarians
and giant philoso,phers. Educate—Educate, is everywhere
the cry; and, lo! schools spring up on all hands, and the
work of Education is carried on.

Nearly all agree that Education is & necessity of our
social existence; that, in fact, without it, our children
would turn out, if diamonds at all, very rough ones, while
the chances would remain of their becoming very common-
place stones. There is little or no dispute relative to the
necessity of Education, but the Zind of Education which
shall be nationalized is the ‘ bone of contention’ with
most of those who hold the subject at heart. Hence, much
valuable time is misused in wrangling, and many people
suffer as a consequence. It is reasonable enough to sup-
pose that people who are knees-deep in theology should cry
aloud for Education, and as loudly demand that it shall be
passed through their dogmatic sieves, or the people shall have
‘““none on’t;” but then, seeing that Education is unnaturally
strained in that way, and the people get lessof it than they
otherwise would do, it seems equally reasonable to ask the
creedist to allow the schoolmaster freedom from all doctrinal
shackles in ordor that Education may be a vital indepen-
dent power in the State.

Bet whilst we argue for secular, we do not ignore roli-
gious Education. We should be sorry to see schools
established where the soul’s best interests would be unre-
garded; but we see a vast differenco between teaching
children to read and write and sum, apart from special
doctrines, upon which the sects of Christendom are at war,
and teaching them these things with an unsectarian regard
for the *pure and undefiled.” The human learner is not
u simple machine which can be satisfied with Cocker, Euclid,
and Lindley Murray ; there must be provision made for the
spiritual part of him; this may be done, it is true, in the
pulpit, but it will scarcely have the effect intended, without
% busis is made in the pupil's heart for the reception of
pulpit teachings. There is danger if the youth is made
to understand that he is to get his A, B, ¢, &ec., from
the schoolmaster, and the whole of his religion from the
pulpit, of the pulpit exercising a doctrinal, instead of a
religious, influence over him. And it should not be over-
looked that it is this fear which keeps so many good men
from sanctioning any national system of Education, but a
Purely secular one, because under the present ecclesiastical
regime were a system founded upon any but a purely
secular basis to be adopted, the schoolmaster would simply
be the echo of the parson, and theology would, as it does

now in all the sect-schools, inoculate the souls of our youth.
To avoid this we prefer a purely secular to a system, as
at present, mixed with orthodox dogmatism. But we have
faith in the might of Truth, and cannot help seeing that
the world is losing its veneration for time-old dogmas, and
gradually beginning to appreciate the Truth apart from its
accossories.

The time will come when the world generally will recog-
nize the importance of giving full and free life to Education
without the slightest fear for the nltimate issues of Truth.

The parents, especially the mother, have the first work
of Education to perform. If they have true ideas, and
will only be dutiful to Truth, their children will go forth
to school bearing with them seeds which will spring up
into life, and be a source of perennial joy to them, that is,
if the school master be not a dogmatist, and he performs
his own duty legitimately.

Education is the foundation-stone of a man’s moral and
intellectual superstructure. It gives grace and dignity to
his whole being; without it the very animal might claim
to be his superior. But the word has a broader meaning
than is generally supposed. Every man, more or less, is
both & learner and a teacher; he receives, without asking,
instruction from others, and, without desiring, imparts in-
formation.

A man may know no word of Latin, or scarcely be able
to spell a single word in his mother-tongue, and yet he
may morally and spiritually be educated to a refined dogres.
Bocrates has said— He that makes his son worthy of
ostoem by giving him a liberal education has a far better
title to his obedience and duty than he that gives a large
estate without it.”” But much more valuable than that
which the world calls “a liberal education” are the heart-
felt principles that make a man, as if by instinet, avoid the
ways of vice, and walk firmly in those of virtue; the
worldly estate which can only be valued by gold may ruin
rather than benefit & man, whilst tho estate, that is above
all price, of moral beauty, which a man may possess without
being educated in the accepted sense, is a possession no
“liberal education ” in all that is taught in the schools,
apart from ethics, can supply. We hold, however, that
othics have a Christian sigmificance, and should be inculeated
by all who teach—Dby parents, schoolmasters, and ministers.
Scholastic Education alone cannot improve the moral con-
dition of the State; it appeals only to the mechanical and
intellectual part of us, and is calculated to give the Reason
license, but not to subdue the passions and transfigure Life.
But, in reality, no system of Education, secular or mixed,
can be adopted which wholly ignores the lessons of ethics.
Heroes are the pictures of history, and in some way or
other they will inspire the student, and his heart will link
itself to them, not altogether on account of tho vast intellec-
tual attainments they displayed, but their moral life. Thus
thedeeds of a Howard will win their love, whilst those of a
Napoleon will only excite their wonder. In this we have
an evidence that ethics are immortal, and that in spite of
all our puny efforts at raising pyramids of creeds, the
moral heroism of man shines forth even from thé remote
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past, as if to assert tho deathless majesty of Truth. We
are thankful that this i3 so; and are thankful, likewise,
that Education enables the mind to communo with the
groat and good of the ages, and to feel the ulmighty su-
promacy of true nobleness.

The universe is one vast school-house, with the over-
arching tirmament of stars, the grand broad sea, the
everlnsting hills, tho tenants of the air, the beau-
tiful flowers, and everything, however small or great, for
teachors, Truly, man i3 nobly endowed that all things
should be made to ministor instruction to him. Yet how
many men heed them not, and feel little or no impulse to
work out their salvation from ignorance and vice, which
tascinate them with serpent-like powers,

All of us are learning, but are we really learning that
which will fit us for the present and the futuro? It not,
wo had better begin at once to unlearn all that is useless,
and learn only that which is requisite tu our happiness here
and hereaftor.

The sects have long enough divided the human mind,
and kept their fullowers in leading-strings, subordinating
Wealth und Education to their purposes; and who does
not mourn the sad immoral condition of society at the

- present hour? Something is wrong, or the world would
bo better. We charge the sects before the bar of Com-
mon Sense, and challenge them to show that they are not
culpable for the state of things wo doplore, through striv-
ing for the supremacy in teaching dogmas, which are only
the dry husks of faith.

Liducate-—Educate—but be sure you do not trammel the
minds of those who learn with rituals that are more
useloss than dead leaves; lot the youth be free to receive
the lights of knowledgo, but bo careful to instruct thom
in the first principlos of ethics, that they may inow how
to improve morally, as well as intellectually. Really thers
is much unnecessary zoal bestowed in making converts to
particular sects, and whilst this is allowable in ministors
who doubtless might profitably learn bettor), it is ossen-
tially a bad practice in schoolmasters. Truth is as universal
as hight; it 8 no respector of persons or sects; it all mon
aimed to be simply truthful, they would betray « moral
power no mere soct can supply. Edueation, like Truth,
should be universal, and would be so, if the sectists could
be persuaded to confine their operations to the pulpit. Pity
it is that the human mind should be overrun by the weeds
of sectarianism, aud, in consequence, that little or no reom
should boe left for the growth of healthful, thought-flowers,
thut men should be so deep down in theology, that they
are lost to the glories of Puradiso—the Paradise of un-
fottered Truth. Kducato—Iducate, but make men by
causing them to realize the inalienable liberty of thought
and the sternal Jifoof Truth whichradiatesuboveall sectaviun-
ism, and is tho sun of spiritual existence. Iducate —Kducate,
with Truth in view, and then wman will frow, in order that
he may dispense the blessings of knowledge ubroad, and
be ficted for truse citizenship,  Whilst, therefore, we would
aid any wise system of National Secular lducation, we
hope we huve mads it clear, that we do not comprehoud the
possibility of ignoring ethics therefrom, whilst we mark the
fuct, that such a system would abrogate theology, which to
our thinking, would be not the least of the good things
that would flow to us from it.

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old, he will not depart from it, says Solomon, und a wise
sphorism it is; but people fall into the error of thinking,

at the early teachings of the parents ure the solo teachings
the child rocoives. It is not so, the positive intlucnces of
aociety constantly act and re-act on childrun; and as thoy
grow old, thoy are attracted more or less by one intluonce or
another—sometimes, alas! to the destruction of its purents’
most pious teachings. Yet it is, nevortheless, necessary
that such morul lights shall be set burning in tho child’s
‘mmﬁlu, us shall illumine its path through the davk ways of
earthly existouce, aud such is legitimatoly part of the work

of kEdueation.

_ Protestantism, tuo, is the waork of a prophet, the prophet-work of the

sistecath contury, the first stroke of honest dewmolitios to an ancient
thing grown fulse and idolatrous; preparatory afar off to 4 new thing,
which shall be true and authentically Divine. Carryey.

MODERN PROPHECY—KOSSUTH.

Tuene is abundane evidence that true prophets belong to no particular
ayge, nation, or race. ‘The prophetic spivit, in its divinest moods, was
never locked up ander or over the alturs of any one religion or seet, It
has not been solely the llebrew's possession.  Wide as the halntable
globe, wherever man has existed —oulightened, civilizad, or savage even,
—God hasrevealed Himself among innumerahle other wavs, hy imparting
to some of his enrth-children the spirit of prophecy-—n portion of Hisown
divine prescience, whereby mankind have heen permitted glimpses into
the future—permitted to enjov a something ot that omniscience which,
from creition’s heginning, saw to its end, and eversees, as though all time
und eternity were an ever present Now, Much of the waorld’s most
precious knowledge has come from prophetic lips—from God-inspired
souls, chosen here und there in all lands and ages—great revealments of
the YET To BE, unperceived, undreamed by the mass of mankind, but
written in the souls of prophets, and thus made manifest to the world.
And far back as history can trace earth’s record, mankind have accepted
and reverenced prophetic souls ; if not in their own lands and lifetimes,
yet somowhere and at some time accepted and reverenced them. Gad
does not, in this great measure, impart Ilis Spirit to perish and die out,
like seed cast in unfruitful ground.

‘I'he prophetic spirit is given for adivine purpose—not to fail, hut to be
surely accomplished. Often the lesson af prophecy is spurned uatil its
fullilment, but it is not, thercfore, lost.  Men and nations ure not repeat-
edly truly warned without becoming wiser, larger faithed, and more
respeetful townrd the humuan oracles of God.  The prophet may be stoned
but the prophecy iives and mankind may neglocet their common record—
mnay forget whatever of their current history—but they seldom or never
lose sig t of whutever propheey relates to their good or ill,  Many true
prophets have won, perhaps, no more than the fame of wise men,
remarkable men, or snges,  Much of tiue prophecy, that has worked out
its good, has been written down as strange foresight, striking coincidence,
or fortunate prediction, ‘the Divine 8pirit moves in the souls of his
children in more ways to teach, and warn, and guide, and more con-
stuntly and familiarly thun mankind have believed or been conscious of—
hence much that is clear prophecy to the highly inspired soul, has passed
to the cred.t of saperior common knowledge and only the great reveal-
ments have been generally aceredited as the special interposition of
Heaven,

More than this, the scct and creed men have, in the name of one
religion or another, nspired to be the custodians of the prophets and of
prophecy, and whatever divine light shone through the human soul nway
from their slturs, hus heen banned and hattled us impious fancy, sorcery,
or the work ot the * cvil one. ™ In the name of religdion many prophets
—ah ! muny devout, true prophets—hnve heen stoned.  T'heir blood hay
crimgoned the sacrificial altars of the * chureh, *  01d Calileo, whose
revelations were u prophicey of a universal belief to come, nnd which has
come ; and Frier Bacon, moved hy the 8pirit of God to widen the bound-
aries of men’s knoaledge, and who saw, like Worcester, through
dik centuries, chariots eoursing the earth without steeds, and ships
cleaving the seas without wind or tide, and man traversing the uir, without
wings—these and many more noble souls, woen by therr prophecy the
Chureh's hun and scowrge.  But their prophecies are fulfilled, and the
prophets are not forgotten,

Aud in our day, umong “others of less note,”” the great soul of
Kossuth, equaling in pruseienco the noblest of the Church's ** canonized, ™
und expanding to grasp not only the Present but the Future, bus a3 truly
and divinely uttered propheey as ever did Jeremiah or lsainh, More
remarkably, perhaps, for he bas prophesied for his own day and generation
—has prophiesied to live and behold the fulfilment, nad not cast his
luminous vision vaguely into the future, imitatng the ecquivoeal oracle,
whose prophecy might beinterpreted this way or that, leaving the question
of its fulfiliment a muatter of argument or doubt. 1t scems to us that, if
God over inspired man to speak to 11id age or to the nges—to lesson with
the clearest wisdom, touunded on the record of the past, or with that spirit
of prophecy which, in its prescience, seems to spurn the groping puth of
common knowledge, and with divine certainty grasp the tuture and lay it
bare, Kossuth has been thus inspired. A loftier, purer, and sublimer
soul moves not nmong men, heing of them. With the deep spirituahity
of his nature, ns munifested in ull his thoughts and deeds, sinee he
appeared beforo thy world, our readers are too fumilinr to require proot
from us. Nor need we, nor will we, gather up the golden threads of
propheey he has woven in the weh of his various specehes to the world.
They glenm there with ineffuceable swplendour; in tender light often,
sometimes in w sad light, but ever with u light shining and pointing, like
the > cloud and pillur " of the Israclites, a brighter und better day tor
humanity—a hetier day on earth, and a broader and brighter day in the
Spicit-lund, '

Bt there is something specinl-—~something so pointed and direct of
Kossutl nsn prophet—that we can not puss by it.  Wa allude to the
prophecy uttered in his specch at Glasgow, sume months ago. s
spirit, yearning over prostrate, s -rrowing nations, broke forth in that
speech, and ho prophesied to England and the world, that the prou
allinnce armed aguinst Russia coutd not triumph while its goal was but
the propping of uld deapotisms, and not the freedom of easlaved peopless
He prophesied that the grent fleets and armies would fail; st the
steppes of the Crimos would become the sepulehres of Briton and Frank,
ere victory should erown the lfoned and eugled flugs ; that of all the brave
souls sent, up to tha hour, from Aibiow's shore, to war to a wlse end,
and not one in tive would ever return.  Many believed his wordy, %
even the hewrt of throned power trombled at the propheey ; but the
athance kept on its way. A few monuths have elapsed, and every line ¢
the prophecy is lfilled,  The allinnce is bafled—mote than four out ¢/
five of * Englands braves " have tudlen—eleven thousand widows, brooditg
over their semi-orphans und desolate homes, wail aloud in comfinmatio?
ofthe prophet.  Much,indeed, yot remains to be fulfilled, for the pmpl“:‘
said, if we may transpose his utterance to something of Scripturo 8y
* Verily, God hus spoken unto me, His prophet, saying, ¢ This war huve
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I visited upon Europe to punish her national sins and crimes; to shake
her thrones and ill her kings with terror; and behold, it shall not cease
until justice is done unto my peoples—until liherty is restored to Poland.
and Hungary, and Italy—lands wherein I desire peace, freedom and
rightecusness to flourish.  Declare unto the banded men—the warriors
and kings—these my words, for I am the Lord thy God, and their God,
and I will cause justice to be done.”

‘This part of the prophecy remains to be fultilled. Let us watch the
issue.  Kossuth has not, as vet, failed to prove himself a true prophet.
Well might such a soul, as its external vision saw on English walls—in
the midst of a great ovation to the orator aud prophet—the names of his
country's martyrs, behold them pass in solemn spiritual procession before
him. But enough. We trust in God that Kossuth may live to see the
uttermost tittle of his propheey fulfilled—live to triumph and rejoice with
the liberated nations, and to pour his burning prophecies broader and
deeper upon the world’s beart, Orator, sage, statesman—and warrior,
perchance, in davs to come— Kossuth is not least significant and glorious
us a prophet,  And all things are a prophecy—time, history, human
uspiration—all point on and up, teaching man more and more of hiy
spiritual being and power; nore and more of his afhinity with the
spiritual world and with God, and more and more that it 1s not wrong
and violence, hut love, and wisdom, and truth, that are to reconquer
Paradise on carth, and bring to living man the felicities of Heaven.—
Seir1TUaL TELEGRAPH.

EXTRACT FROM A WORK PUBLISHED BY J. PER-
CEVAL, ESQ, IN 1840.

Havine proceeded thus far, I must now again interrupt the
Diary to approach the more difficrut, and, in a scientific point of
view, the most important part of this work. 8o difficuly, that I
acknowledge that I have hitherto shrunk from, and feel unequal
to the task ; and I suspect that this has been a great cause of
my delay in Lringing it to a conclusion. 1 began about this
time (April 17 to May, 1832) to declare that I was of sound
mind ; 1 will endeavour to explain how 1 became so, and to
show, at the same time, the origin and nature of those delusions
under which 1 laboured, and under which I was destroyed. In
doing so [ shalt make known spiritnal or mental phenomena
which will hardly, I am afraid, find credit, but 1 bear testimony
to them with an honest and wpright beart, striving only to
expre s myself accurately, and to report faithfully what I have
experiencod.  They who give credit to me will find, perhaps, the
fuundation of a new systen of metaphysical and moral faith and
practice. My first and ehief difficulty will be so to order my
deas as to be intelligible; ny second, so to describe what I
have witnessed as not to be turned into ridicule. I fear 1 mny
fail in the first, for even the memory of the past is very painful
to me, much more to dwell upon and arrange the ideas that
present themselves to me. I am conscious, too, that [ am
exposing my own follies and my duluess of apprehension.

SInViug adopted at an early age the opinion that the religion
of Jerus Christ was a true religion, I resolved to look to the
New Testameut aloue for a knowledge of the doctrines of that
religion; and 1 was confirmed in my purpose by the suspicion
which arose (from comparing the conduet and expressions of
suciety with the standard of faith and practice contained in the
Seriptures), that the style and tone, the thought and practice of
modern Christians were not correct. At the same time, being
aware of great and repeated faults in my own conduet, and being,
us 1 thought, unuble to find in my own mind any sense of the
tear ov love of God, of the reulity of heaven or of hell, and par-
ticularly uny fear of death, buv fancying that my lite was nov
regulated by any such ideas, § was unable to decide whether I
might not be mistakes in my suspiciou, seeing or imagining that
otliera 1 condemned lived so mueh more regularly than I did,
and with so much more propriety, and having to censure all
whom [ respected. Continually accusing myself of being with-
out faith, and of being full of insincerity, | suffered extremely ;
for who was I, that 1 should find fault with others? Yet the
Neripture to which I clung seemed to condemn both them and
e,

In those Scriptures Ifound the promise of miraculous gifts by
the Holy Spirit to those who had faith, and 1 could not agree
with the received opinion of the Church, or adwit that there
was any reason why those gifts should not be now received, but
want of faith ; and in the habit of Churchmen not to lelieve
that they were any longer possible, or to be expected, I saw
excellent reasons for their not appearing. as they were gifts to
faith and nou to unbelief, 1 do not now allow that I was wrong
In this view of Christian doctrine, for though I acknowledge
it is written that gifts of tongues and of prophecies should fall,
when that which is perfect should come, yet let e ask an
sober and unprejudiced man, is the present divided and degraded
#tate of the Christian Church n state of perfection? or does he
Suppose that the bare establishment of Christianity is that per-
fection allnded to by the apostle?

I used then with great tervency to apply to our present wants

that heautiful prayer, * O Lord, we have heard with our ears,

bud our futhers have declared unto us, the noble works that |
wou did st in their days, and in the old tiue before them. O
td, arise, Lelp us, aud deliver us fur thine honour.”

At the commencement of the year 1830, I was proceeding to
the Continent on a visit to one of my brothers, who was at
Ghent. It so happened that I was very anxious whether I
should eross from Margate to Ostend, or go to Dover to join a
friend, and from thence with him through Calaisand Dunkerque
to Belgium. T was alone in the coach on my way to Canter-
bary, and I knelt down for guidance, unable to determine for
myself, and I prayed in an agony the Lord's prayer. Whilst
praying, I saw a vision of three countenances in travelling caps,
whicl succeeded one another. At the appearance of the third
of these countenances I shuddered with inorror; but my mind
became troubled ; I was astonished ; I seem to doubt at which
I had shuddered ; I became disturbed, and it seemed to me that
in consequence of my being so puzzled and doubting, the vision
was taken away.* I resumed my seat in the coach, wondering
and stilled. I resolved at length, when I left the coach at Can-
terbury, to go by Margate. I gotinto the coach at night; we
were delayed a great deal by the snow, and when daylight came
I saw in the coach with me two young men with travelling eaps
such as I had seen in my vision, and the features of one of these
young men, who was a German, were exceedingly fair, mild,
and regular, with yellow hair, such as I had seen in the vision.
I was puzzled, when seeing the vision, to know whether I had
shuddered at the sight of this young man, or at the sight of
another; and I had thought to myself, ¢ Can there be any evil
in one so beautiful 7” And again I suspected I'had offended
the Almighty by supposing there could be evil in him. When
I made acquaintance with my young fellow-traveller, I found
that he was a well-disposed honest young Calvinist, who, though
young, had thought seriously. I looked among the other tra-
vellers by the coach for the third cap. No one wore anything
resembling it ; but after I had descended in the morning to the
cabin of the steamer, a very strange and singular man came
down, and 1 recognised on his head the other cap I had seen in
the vision, This geutleman, from the moment he entered,
made use of the most horrid oaths, scarcely opening his lips
without one, until 1 ventured to reprove him, and, after a short
argument, he gave up making use of them, for he was a gentle-
man, and we were on good terms afterwards. 1 was subse-
quently informed that he had been of unsound mind, Ile was
certainly very wild.

L bave an impression that I saw, on another oceasion, a similar
vision of which 1 do not recollect the particulars. 1 remember
well. however, when on the point of leaving the army, and un-
certain whether T would go to study at Dablin or at Oxford,
being at my mother’s house, I knelt down in my room, and
prayed fervently to be directed rightly, I then saw, in a vision,
a friend of one of my brothers whom I had known at lHarrow
School, sitting in a library with book-cases in it, in an arm-
chair, at a table, and dressed in the cap and gown of the Uni-
versity, opposite to a fire-place, which was toward my left hand
between us, and with whom I appeared to be cunversing, and
who, during the conversation we were holding together, got up
from liis chair, and crossed before the fire-place to refer to a
large fulio volume, which he took out of the Look-case on that
side of the fireplace. I said to myself, * Good Ged! that
is H—-—, only his hair appears to be darker than it was
at Harvow.”  Upon my arvival at Oxford, T found that this
gentleman was nt Brazenose College, and having gone one day
to have certuin points connscted with the University oath
explained to me, 1 found him sitting exactly as I had foreseen
in the vision, und made the observation to myselt that his hair
appeared darker than wlhen he was at school ; upon which, if [
recollect right, I suddenly remembered the vision, and [ becare
troubled, not knowing how to proceed, or how to direct the con
versation, in the course of which he referred to a book, indeed.
but to a quarto, not a folic volume. 1 have since questioned
in my own mind whether this discrepancy between what I had
foreseen aund what bhad come to pass did not arise from my
trouble of mind and disobedience to the spirit which should
have guided me in my conversation ;t for it appears to me from
experience that the Almighty can indeed foreshow future events
that may happen, but that the fulfilment of the details, or even
of the vision itself may in some cases depend on the will and
conduet of him to w{wm it has been manifested ;3 for it is
evident, if any man should foresee that he should arrive at
certain place, and sce and do there certain things, if it is at all
left to his will to have those things fulfilled, he may thwart the
counsels of Divine Providence by immediately leaving or passing
through that place. The prophecies concerning Jesus, if they
are true, could never have been fulfilled unless His will had
worked with that of the Almighty. For this reason alao, it may
be that the prophecies are generally so obscure, kuowu ouly by
their fulfilment, viz., to obviate the power which man possesses
of thwarting the designs of Providence.

There are many persous who esteem thenselves very clever

* Compare lsainh xax. 13, xxxii. 17, 18,
1 Pralwiiv, 4; xlvie 10, lsainh xxx. 7,
§ 1 Kiogs xiii. 9§, 19, Jomh i. 8. Numbers xil. 12, 20, 21, 82,
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and very philosophical, who will be inclined to shut this hook
and turn upon their heel at having such trifles laid before them;
but to thess persons I would observe that such conduct is not
sound, or consistent with a truly philosophical spirit; and if
they will examine themselves, perhaps they will find that the
spirit in which they walk, think, write, and converse, is either a
spirit of irony and cynicism, designed to prove the faith and
understanding of others, or a spirit resolved to reject all evidences
concerning phenomena of the human mind with which they are
personally unacquainted ; as if the blind were torefuse to believe
that there was such a thing as seeing, the deaf that there was
aunything like sound. Now, I,too, am, I hope,a philosopher, not
in conduct, perhaps, but in inquiry after knowledge ; and I know
it is folly absolutely to reject those evidences to a fact which are
to he found dispersed throughout all ancient histories, and which
are given also by modern authors, showing that, whether by
divination or by inspiration—that is, whether by divine permis-
sion or by divine appointment~-certain men have been enabled
to foretel or foresce future events. I esteem those persons very
unphilesophical who, sitting down to inquire into the nature
and nttrigutes of Gad, or, as they would rather hear, of the
powers of the human mind, resclutely shut their ears to the
representations of others, and to the testimony of antiquity,
respecting qualities unknown to them; in the same manner [
should think myself deserving of much ridicule if I were to deter-
mine beforehind to reject all the information which I might find
in the traditions of the Chinese, the kHindoos, and the Kgyptians,
and to adapt all their chronology to the system of the Jewish
and Christian Church. Surely,as in the one case, when we find
three countries so distinet and distant from one another as
China, Indis, and Egypt, possessing each & history whose origin
is, and, if the facts ge true, must be, antedated to the deluge
mauy years, if not generatiouns ; it is more reasonable to suppose
that Moses may have been in error, or may be misunderstood,
than to sit down and compress the events of centuries into the
lapso of one generation, and reject what we cannot reconcile
with our chronological table as fabulous; so, when we find
writers of all nations and all religions, from Moses and Homer
almost to our own times, bearing witness to the foretelling of
future events, it is more reasonable to suppose that such a faculty
is inherent in man, and to seek out the rules of an obsolete acience,
than to dismiss all these records from our minda as fanciful and
untrue,

There are othera who may be disposed to turn to ridicule the
homeliness, if I may so call it, of the visions which I have
recorded. To them I would call to mind the vision of St. Peter,
when he saw all manner of flesh and fowl descending before him
in a sheet. To others who may say, ¥ But of what use were
these visiona ? they could not serve as a guidance, but only as
an assurance afterwards that the person who saw them had
been following the counsels of Divine Providence;” I would
reply that that assurance is a sourceof great peace to a troubled
mind, and this lesson may be derived from them—that in the
ordinary conduct of human life, the exercize of the understand-
ing is sufficient to direct those who are desirous to serve their
Redeemer, and they are not to look for preternatural guidance,

After these visions, which made me more disposed to listen to
the accounts which reached me, when at Oxford, of certain
miraculous gifts to individuals of the Church of Scotlund,
in the neighbourhood of Row, and Port Glasgow, in Seotland,
when I had been some time at Row, attending meotings of these
persons, a power came upon me of chanting words of Seripture,
and words of spiritual exhortation without premeditation, 1
also felt myself impelled to address persons whom I did not
know hefore, with passages of Scripturs thatrose in my memory,
On one of these occasions, without my being aware of it, one of
the party was a young lady to whom [ had promised to commu-
nicate the result of my investigation into the truth of the above
miracles. About the same time, when 1 was at the wause of
Row, one day the spirit of Mary Campbell, one of the inspired
persons in the neighbourhood, seemed to come upon me, and
directed me to leaves the room in which [ was staying, and to go
to my own room and kneel down in prayer, This was the first
time that I felt myself guided, and yielded mynself to be guided
as by a visible or palpable spirit. At the same place, and in
Diublin, possages of the Old Testament were applied to me,
which [ turned to, opaning the Bible by the direction of a spirit,
in which I was threatened with the most dreadful puaunishments,
and with madness,® if I were not fuithful to the guidances which
were given to me. Again, in Ireland, when [ was attending a
meeting in behslf of a Bible Susiety at which I had pro-
mised to apenk, my hands were guided to seek for pas
sages in the New Teatameut, which | opened in a congoecu-
tive order in support of the line of argmwent 1 desigued
fullowing. Later, in Dublin, I had warniuga of evil of another
kind, and when 1 was ill my hand was guided to write in o atyle
unusual to me, Then, also, [ often yielded my limba to be
guided by influences which came upon me, which seerned to me
hike walking in a new life, On one ceeasion particularly, after

* Jeromiah i. 17; and Deuterenomy xxviil,, particularly ver. 28, 29,

my friend, Captain II—, had rebuked me for my room being in
disorder, I was very much grieved; and, when he had left the
room, a gpirit came upon me, and in obedience to it, I began
arranging my room, and putting my clothes in order in the
wardrobe. On another occasion, whilst I was undressing to go
t> bed, T waa taught to assume graceful attitudes of different
kinds, chiefly of ndoration, and at one moment to understand
myself in spirit to be as St. John the apostle, at another as
Judas, and tlhis del)ended upon a turn of thought to me unintel-
ligible, at which [ became so alarmed and troubled that the
spirit, or influence, guiding me, seemed to vanish, and I exclaimed
or chanted sorrowfully, and by inspiration, “ Ol ! where i3 my
beloved gone 1 When I was likened to St. John the apostle,
[ saw my countenance and form in the glass fair and bright, but
when I was likened to Judas my face was dark. Whether this
arose from any internal operation of the mind, by which the
visual organs were affected, or from my face being accidentally
in the shade without my observing it, { do not know ; the first
is most probable, because aftorwards | saw the countenances of
others t}ms chango from light to dark when in the same position
rolative to me and the light ; but they appeared more black, and
I was then more weak. 1 have seen large pier-glasses in Kngland
and in France which make the reflection from them appear
black instead of fair; those who have looked into them and
noticed the fact will understand in some sort the effect of my
experience.

(To be concluded in our next.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

We do not hold ourselves responsible fur the opinions expressed by
our Correspondents,

EXPERIENCE.

To the Lditor of the Spiritual Times.

8ir,—1It has occurred to me that my experience in Spiritualism might
be useful, if added to the collected mass, which, though great, still fails
to convinee the majority of the people.

The last four months has convinced me that, if the mind is in a given
state, whatever the evidence may be, it will fail to produce conviction.
A mind fortified by prejudice and egotism is in a state not to be pene-
trated by cvidence of any kind. It is galling to minds in such a state to
be found wrong in their own eyes,  As an illustration of this,a Mr H.,
when in conversation with me upon Spiritunlism, said all evidence except
that of his own scnses would fail to convinee him.  * 14" says he, *' I
had only one question correctly answered, I should be convinced.” Well,
[ directed him to o medium, throngh whom every question he nsked was
correctly answered. The manner, time, and particulars of his father's
death were all told him § viz., that he was drowned with some more upon
u given sand bank, and at u given time, and at n given age, the latter
being unknown to himself, but was afterwards verified to be rightly given.
Of course, I hoped to find & converted man in Mr, fI.; but not
a bit of it. His mind was far above such evidence. He now wanted to
understand something about how spirits could act upon muatter, &e. In
fuct, it hin futher had stood talking before him, he would not have
believed then,

'I'he mind must be in a condition to fairly analyzo and receive rational
evidence before conviction can follow. Ilence it is that men, like the
good Dy, Elliotson, wander for long years in the gloom of Atheism, all the
while thinking they are in the light.

But to my own experience. I had been for many yenrs sceptical on
all questions connccted with a superintending Providence and spiritual
existence, until the decease of my mother, which took place in Perth,
while [ was at Lowestoft, At the exact time of her departure, I was
visited hy extreme uervous prostration and mental excitement; I never had
such before, and only once since, which was at the time of the pussing away
of u favourite brother, My mother having a great influence over me then, #
change began to take place in my mind. A good old man lent me Swe-
denborg’s * Divine Love and Wisdom," and his * T'rue Religion,” I found
these hooks met all my doubts, I rend all the books that were published
on 8piritunlism, and gleaned much evidence from such books as Fox's
s Journal,”! 1 was anxious to sce somo phenomenu. Year afler year
passed by, but no opportunity occurred for me to witness any, I was
often one of & number to try, but no results followed. Noveriheless, my
fuith increased. At length, after long waiting, the Brothers Davenport
came to Bath and Clifton, In order that I might see them twiee,
went to Bath.  Your readers are all scquainted with their phenomena.
A few months after, I was in London ; i then went with two friends to
sve Mrs, Marshall.  The gentlemen with me had never seen anything of
the kind before. We tud boen in the room about ten minutes by our-
welves whon thiee ladies and one gentleman enme in,  'Wo wero at once
told to lay our hands upon the table, In a fow minutes raps wore heard:
T'he spirits desited to communicate with me. T will give question and
answer as they oceurred :—* Who are you? ™ * Your mother.” * I
w0, tell me your name ?° * Juno Bruce.” (Let me here say in past
yenrs it was not uncommon in Scotland for married ladies to retain thelr
maiden names ; theretore no linglish person would huve answered so, but
would have given Jane B, This to me was strongevidence.) After a fow
questions as to age, time of departure, und place of burisl, all answered
correctiy, I said, * Tell me tho laxt words you said to wme 8” The words
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were at once given correctly. ¢ Have you seen my father?’ “ Yes.”
All the questions about him were correctly answered ; the answers to
some of the questions were unknown to myself. Next I and a medical
man urranged for the Marshalls to visit Clifton. Their visit was
very successfl indeed. They had four séances, each attended by about
twenty~five persons, mostly sceptics, and a few believers. The pheno-
mena were of a high physical kind. The private meetings were very won-
derful. I will only describe part of one as a good example of the rest.
Four ladies and I went at 4, p.m. Thesdanceat once commenced. The
communications were given to an old and highly-cultivated lady, The lady
said, * Tell me who you are 7'’ * Husband.” * Where were wemarried #™
Answered correctly. * What was your age ? ' Answered right. “ When
did you leave this world ?*' Answered right (and very singular). “ Tell
me your name? " * Thomas.” I suggested he should write his name,
which he signified he would do. I laid pencil and paper down at my
feet. After a time [ asked, * Have you written? " when one rap was
given inside my boot, upon one of my feet. I waited longer, when three
raps were given on my boot with the pencil. I lifted the paper up. The
old lady exclaimed, * That is my dear ——"'s signature.”* Then a gentle-
man, well known to another lady present, was called. e was very
powerful in his influence. A conversation was carried on with him as
intelligently and as correctly as if he had been present in the body. My
brother then fuintly made himself known. I was anxious to see his sig-
nature, [ pressed him to write; he said he would do so. He seemed
feeble in his signals, but familiar. After some trials and some waiting
we heard the pencil writing. I took up the paper; on it was my brother’s
name, but not in his writing, nor spelt by him. I said, “Strange; this
is written by an Irishman, because the mode of spelling the name is dif-
ferent,” ‘The lady said, *“ My friend was an Irishman ; perbaps he has
written it for your brother;”* when* Yes," was given very loudly. I said
*“Why did my brother not write?” * Becauss he had not power
enough,” I have omitted all the physical phenomena.

After thisa few inquirers determined to investigate the matter carefully.
At the first sitting a young man of singular appearance, with almost a
pure nervous temperament, very thin in figure, his head large in the per-
ceptive and domestic regions, with a good moral sense, was thrown into
a strange apasmodic fit, which affected him more particularly from the
shoulders and elbows downwards. Sometimes his hand would rap upon
the table with quickness and violence, just as if propelled mecnanically
from the elbow. It was suggested to puta pencil in his hand; when
at once his hand, with the speed of thought, ran madly all over the
table. A few séances were given, when we began to suppose we saw a
word here and there. (Let me say the young man knew nothing of
Spiritualism.) We had difficulty in persuading him it would do no harm.

n Saturday, the 9th inst., we first got completely written sentences, and
on  Saturday lust, with only myself und two beside present, we got
writing quite intelligible. lle writes generally along the top, down the
end, and along the bottom up the other side, and thus until he finis! es in
the centre. The whole of the writing was instruction how to proceed,
and how to treat the medium for his health, * as he was too much taxed
for his years.”” 1 was ordered to have a séance with him by myself,
)Vitl) a little prayer, all the communications were of a good kind, exhort.
ing us to nobility of action and the sacrifice of selfishness.

Briefly, sir, I may add, Spiritualism causes me to think of continued
existence,and the fact that every activn does something towards moulding
my character, and fitting me for the society of either the good or the bad
in the next world; in fact, fitting me to be nearer Christ, or excluded
from His holy influence,~I remain, yours respectfully,

Joan BearrTie.

Clifton, Sept. 26, 1865.

——

THE GOOD OF SPIRITUALISM.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

. Sir,~—1I have never seen in any of the answers given to the question,
* What is the good of Spiritualism 2’ the fact of Spiritualism having
brmxght about the abolition of slavery in America, Yet such is the case,
for Abolitionista were, with few exceptions, Spiritualists, ns can be shown
by refurence to man y good authorities, Macmillan, in one of his numbers
Or magazines published about four years ago, has the following passage : —
** The great cause of Abolition has been mixed up and discredited by the
lstinguished causes of Spiritualism, and non-resistance, and woman's
Nghts, Tuke Lloyd Garrison, for instance, as earnest and simple-hearted
& reformer, I believe, as the world has seen ; yet the influence of a life-
ong struggle againat slavery has been multiplied by the fact that he was
alswo the avowed advocate of every one of the many *isms.’** This pas-
%age proves that Abolitionists were Spiritualists. Now, Abolitionists, by
rowing their weight into the scale, carried Lincoln’s election ; Lincoln'a
tlection brought on emaacipatinn. But he was brought in by Abolition.
8ts, who were Spiritualists, therefore Bpiritualism carried Emancipation
=Q.E.D. ’'I'his conclusion must be allowed, and is a great fact, as it
Proves one great result emanating from Spiritualism, and a practical
Nefit resulting to a large portion of the human race. I believe, too,
that the emancipation of the serfs in Russia is due to Mr. Home's visit to
thay country, tlis manifestations made the nobility and the Emperor
*eflect, and turn their thoughts to a future state, thereby increasing their
¢hantable feelings, of which emancipation was one of the consequences.
. +he tone of European potentates, too, is not what it used to be ; there
s not anything like the same arrogance about it. Napoleon's tone, in
Iarticular, is very subdued since he saw his uncle’s hand through Mr.
Ome's mediumship,
l.lere are some of the results of Spiritualism, Let the sceptics put
hel!’ houses in order, for more will assuredly follow. The Lord’s
Winistering spirits will not cease till they have swept from the face of this

beauteous world all the crime and ills that flesh is heir to, and till they
have ushered in that kingdom which Jesus taught us to pray for. In the
words of King Lear I say—

** Pent-up guilt rend your concealing eontinents,
And cry these dreadful summoner's grace.”

—Yours respectfully,

Glasgow, Oct. 2, 1865, H. Wmitiker.

AN EXPRESSION OF REGRET.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Dear Sir,—1I am surprised to find the ** Weekly Dispatch * included
among the number of our persecutors, for that paper first drew the at-
tention of myself and friends to the subject of Spiritualism.

About five years ago there appeared in it two notices on * Spiritualism
—Spirit-rapping,” excellently written, and treating the subject favourably
and candidly; the second notice I have, and will send you. From that
time we have pursued the investigation of Spiritualism with ever-increas-
ing interest and strengthening convietion of its truth, and I believe we
would not part with the knowledge we have gained during the last five
years for aught else this world could offer.—Y ours, &c.,

E.

October 2, 1865.

[We shall shortly print the * Dispatch’’ notice alluded to by our
correspondent—ED.8.T..]

A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE “STAR” THROUGH
THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES.”

To the Editor of the Star.

Sir,~-I have no doubt you look down with serene complacence upon
poor deluded Spiritualists who, not gifted aa you are with due respect for
public opinion, are led away by the Colchesters, the Marshalls, and the
Davenports, &c. The Flaneur of the Star, vexed and angry beyond
measure, calls the Davenports * Mountebanks,’” and the ditferent corres-
pondents from Paris raise shouts of delight at the supposed exposure of
their modus operandi.

Yon, too, may possibly wish the subject buried too deep for resurrec~
tion ; nevertheless it will rise again, They have oft thought to lay this
troublesome spirit, and said it had been * exposed over and over again ;"
yet it comes up again and shows new life, and like an accusing phantom
it laughs at them, and so it will laugh at your aceptical hardness until
you have the power, the privilege, or the disposition, to accept truth for
truth’s sake, and make it the supreme object of pursuit.

Pray look back upon the positive and passionate assertions of the
press regarding the Davenports, who, though no necessary part of
Spiritualism, are yet usually- endorsed by those Spiritualists who
have witnessed them, as honest mediums—~mediums for the production cf
genuine phenomena.

It has been declared again and again that their so-called phenomena
were nothing but trickery, and that all was found out. But there is a
difference between current coin and counterfeit,and though the conjurors
might imitate some part, yet that proves nothing, except that they can
imitate, perhaps, even as the magicians of Egypt imitated Moses,

It was then said that the Liverpool smashers, in smashing the Daven-
ports' cabinet, had utterly demolished them; but they found no
machinery or false hands or arms there.

Then it was said that the Tom-fool's knot beat them, and they counld
not get out of that ; but the T'om-fool's knot made no difference.

Then it was declared that, as the seats were found to be loose, the
mystery was all explained ; but here again it madeno difference whether
they were tied in a chair or in a seat.

Then it was often said they were but “sorry conjurors.” They only
said they did not claim to be conjurors at all. Then they were extraor-
dinarily * clever’ conjurors.” But their hands wers held, and the hands
of all associated with them, and yet the phenomena occurred near and
around them.

Then the * Star's” Flaneur so thoroughly exposed them; but Dr.
Nicholls showed very conclusively that the Flaneur only succecded in
exposing his own want of veracity and powers of observation.

Then the Davenports fled to Paris, and were finally smashed up
there by a civil engineer, assisted by the conjuror Robin, who wrenched a
bar of iron or wood from under the seat that was put to strengthen the
framework, and flourished it before the audience, who, thus purposely
excited, was nearly repeating the Liverpool folly : but the bar will, and
has made no more difference than the loose seats or Tom-fool's knot.

Finally it was said **the bubble was blown,” * the murder was out,”
and we may expect the Davenports to be finally and for ever ex-
tinguished ; but the fact simply was, and is, that what takes place does
not depend upon any sleight-of-hand whatever, or any got up machinery,
unless it be, perhaps. the living human frame as the repository of some
silent force,

If you ask how can you demonstrate for yourself that the Davenports
are not conjurors. I auswer very easily, if only you have the will, ** A
man convinced against his will is of the same opinion still 1s un old say-
ing, but & true one,

Hold the hands, and they can’t, whilat held, do sleight-of-hand work.
Tie them with cotton and they can’t move without breaking it. Seize
the hands or arms that are mude visible to you. They only melt away,
Prepare your own room. Have no cabinet, screen, or vught clue, save
what you please. Strip the young men if you will. Clothe them in
your own apparel, Do ought else to ensure calmness and opportunity
for investigation, and anything except brutal torture to ensnre conditions
where trickery is impossible, and you will find (at least, what has been
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found by others), hands will appear, and wausical instruments will be
sounded, and raps will he given you, just the same as it you had admitted
an unhidden and invisible guest.

To waste all this time, these years so valuable in the short measure of
our lives, in merely searching and researching, in looking and relooking
for trickery, is o poor waste of labour and opportunity. 8ir, you are on
the wrong scent.  If they are tricks, they are tricks done hy an unseen
power, not by any human bodily agency merely ; but, perhaps, hy an
unacknowledged personal power. I say perhaps, because what this
agency is we know not ; but if we follow up the inquiry intelligently we
may inow. Is it merely a power in nature manifested under certain
conditions ? 1s it some magnetic emanation made poteut by man's will ?
Bome * Odyle force’ like an invisible Sampson muking sport for us? s
it atmospheric electricity, set in motion hy some electric telegrapher?
some Mind-power, struggling with the maguetic forces of nature ?

What is it that gives forth this power? excepiing this, I know that it
is an intelligent power, or some power and intelligence combined. |
know, if [ know I have a hand, now writing,] that it is not the result of
either ordinary or extraordinary conjuration,

What is it then? you ask, Well, really, that is another question.
Fimt prove the fact, then we can wait for further evidence, which may be
even now, waiting at our doors.  What do vou or I know of the powers
of nature. Do you know how lightning is produced out of apparent
nothing ! how electricity is one of the silent forces of nature, and yet can
be extracted from air in quantities sufficient to burn down a city 7 Can
you tell how magnetism issues from one person and affects another
persan 7 How a clairvoyant can see external objects vithout the use of
the natural eyes?  In fact we know so little of the laws, and ageuts, and
wherefores of God and nature, that we only know th, that ** the cause
must he suflicient to preduce the effect,”

Some, knowing of certuin genuine phenomena that have undoubtedly
an intelligent source, eaull it epirit,  Perhaps you, or some, may rush to
the conclusion that you kuow all sbout spint, can tell all about its nature,
weight, and properties, where and how it lives, &¢.; und you may say it
cannot be spirit ; but let us stop a moment. Do you or [ reully know
what spirit is?  An intelligent force! What is un intelligent force?
What's in & name? A goud deal tor this power ; because it has been
called apirit, it has frightened many from investigation,ias prejudiced many
more against anything but the persisteat reiteration of tricking has
blinded the judgment to the rejeetion of what would, in any ordinary
case, be nbsolute, positive, und palpable evidence.

Do try, then, the path of fuir investigution, and you may he rewarded
as many have bven by results difirent to what they anticipated, and
rewarded by facts which they hold as true und as dear to them as their
tives.

8. Wiks.

Worcester, Sept, 26th, 18G5,

ORGANIZATION.

s

My Dear Brevior,~Firmly persuaded that on the main subject we
are sgreed, 1 will not dwell on the odds between us.  Our difference
is mostly, if not exclusvely, one of texms and is largely referable to a
certain tesacious, combative propensity, which semetines will have its
swing in even tolernbly well-regulated minds.  This iy amusingly ex-
hibited in your last letter now before me, in which, in spite of myrelf, |
am made 1o appear the partizan of an Organization = contrived and
fitted from without ! ‘The ingenuity and adroitness with which 'he
argument secms turned against me, snd our ditference 18 magnified or
tramsformed frons vue of terms to ** move than that,” is very tickling—all
the more so for me, that 1 am persunded you have no eonncivusness of
this clement of eontention having anythiug specially to do with it!

But let ue puss wll this now, Do not 1magine that 1 lose any * him
fuothold of pun.iple,” vr *siide ™ (I kecp unit ™ back again,™ because
that implies previous ebange) * into « contunion « £ the two distinet, thoueh
ullied, spheres of life and action, the physical wnd the spintual.”  Be
wssured §see all you proclaim elearly enough; und, though | muintain
their conjoint and insepurable action, I by no nicans confound the one
with the ather. 1 join mont heartily with you in *the kind of Union
anid Cooperation * which you seek, viz., ¥ that of friends who know each
ather, whose dispositions uwsimilute, whose union goes deeper than mere
argument in a parteutar opmion.”  Aye, and I go with you into the
higher implications of your succeeding words.  But, in order to provide
the menns of harmunious natures mecting each other, and distovering
their mutual sympathies, ard so falling into common work and concerted
aetjon, 1 think it is desirable that some accessible common ground should
be provided, some tree platform {to nse an expressive modern Y ankeeism),
where the bond of unjon should be lens ubsarling, the points of contact
not neceanrily 50 many, and giving opportanity for variety of combination
among individuale, Now, what could better meet this case than the
suggestion of Mr. Thowas Grant, in Inst week's number of the © Spiritunl
Times,” following your own letter 7

Mr. Grant's medintion ecems ta me to have come in jut in the nick of
time ; aud ks proposal is all the more ugrecable to we that L had w
few weeks ugo actually drawn up o pencil diaft of u woctety precisely
of the kind he indicates A Prychological Society would present the
very means desidetated,  [ts primary bond would bentelleetund sympathy,
Hut as it would be a hody of truth seekers in the relstions embrced by
ity no ererd, oF profe-sion of faith, would ke ut its bottom, It would
realize exactly what my Brst letler foreshadowed @ o sotiety devoted to
the luveatigntion of all the pheromens of Spiritualibm; the promulgation
uf the taets and opinions, and doctrines brought forth by its membens; ad
¥t wo individual would be respounsible tor anytbing bat wha he himaelf
comtributed und maintained,  The vame Paychnlogy embinces all thut is
necemary 5 and though the soowty would be mumnly composed of
Spsibualista, even the Materichats woukl) nut be exclued,

I have time at the moment to do no more than thus launch my
cordial approval of Mr Grant’s suggestion, to whom [ would tender my
persounl thanks for the courteous way in which he introduced it; and,
asking you and others to think of this matter and try to come to some
agreement upon it.—I am, my dear Brevior,

Yours very truly,

2nd Qct., 1865, L.
FRENCIH TESTIMONIES TO TIHIIE DAVENPORT
BROTITERS.

Tur following is translated from the Gazette des Etrangers,
September 16, 1865 :—

“The second séance of Messrs. Davenport and Fay took place
on Thursday evening at the Ilerz Hall, in the presence of about
eighty persons, belonging almost exclusively to good Parisian
society. Amongst them we distinguished Trince Stanislas
Ponintowski, M, Nicholas Clary, M. Alphonse Royer, M, de St.
Georges, Count Romar, &e., &e. The surprising performances
which have bLeen already detailed by our contributor, Mr. G.
Maillard, have been repeated, and the success obtained by those
gentlemen has been as unquestionable as their strangulation o
the first duy had been violent, Bpeeches and explanations have
been left aside.  Facts, only facts have been mentioned ; very
insignificant, but very extraordinary, It will be useful to add
that two gentlemen were named to carefully watch what was
going on in the mysterious cupboard. Other members, such as
M. H. de St. Ueorges, whose quick glance and dexterity are
known, had been called upon to control various important
details of the séance. The issue, however, gave general satisfac-
tion.”

The Gazette desEtrangers of the 27th inst. contains two letters;
their contents, we feel sure, will not fail to give satisfaction to
all unprejudiced minds, inasmuch as they are respectively signed
by the celebrated wizard Hamilton, and by Mr. Rhys, well
known for his skill ag & manufacturer of instruments mu?impie-
wents used for Robert Ioudin's profession. The letters we
allude to are the following ;—

“ Messrs. Davenport—~Yesterday I had the pleasure of heing
present at the séunce you gave, nnd I came away from it con-
vinced that jenlousy alone was the cause of the outery raised
against yon, The phenomena produced surpassed my expects-
tions, and your experiments were full of interest for me. I con-
sider it my duty to add that those phenomena are inexplicable,
and the more so by such persons as have thought themselves
able to guess your suppored secret, and who are, in fact, far

indeed from having discovered the truth.

“ I aminron.”

% Messrs. Davenport,—T have returned from one of your séances
quite nstonished.  As a person who has devoted many years te
the manufacture of instruments for legerdemain performances,
my statement, made with due regard to loyalty, and guided by
the knowledge long experience has given me, will, I trust, be of
some value to you,

“ As all other persons, [ was ndmitted to examine your cabinet
and instruments. 1 went througlh thut examination with the

| greatest care, but failed to diseover anything that could justify

legitimate suspicions.  From that moment 1 felt that the insiwu-
ations cast nbout you were but false and malevolent. 1 must
also declare that, your cabinet being completely isolated, all
participation in the manifestation of your phenomena by
strangers is absolutely impossible ; that the knots are made by
persons selected indiscriminately, and that the public has beev
admitted to watch them ; and 1 shall add that, under these con-
ditions, no one has evor yot produced anything similar to the
}mhenomenu 1 witnessed ; indeed, I believe it would be impossi-
ble.  If that cabinet Lind a door at the back, if the partitions
were movable, one might up to a certain point, counterfeit some ©
your mauifestations, but it would still be necessary to stand by
the very sune conditions vou carry out,and which struck m¢
more than anything else, viz, i—

“lgt, Public examination of everything you make use of

“and. Knots made by persons selected by the public a¥
hasard,

“ged, Isolation of the eabinet, and thence impossibility of any
co-operation,

“ 4th. Soundness and stability of all the pieces compusing your
enbinet,

“TLet the public ask any magician who might feel inclined 10
compete witL (yuu, to abide by these conditions, and 1 declnt®
that we would soon be nble to know the real value of those pre”
tended counterfeits, and would, instead, be happy to assist 8
your séances, 50 interesting il every respect.—With wy sincer®
congratulations, L remain,

% Ruys.

F “ . il
“ 43, Boulevard Jdu Temple, an coin du Pasage Vendome.”
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CASE OF MIRACULOUS HEALING.
(Trroven GErorek Fox )

Tne following remarkable case of healing through spiritual
agency is to be met with in an interesting work just published,
and entitled, “ Lhe Fells of Swarthmore Hall,” by Maria Webb.
It is extracted from the journal of John Banks, of Wingfield
Hall, Cumberland, who was a friend of the Fells, and evidently,
like them, a follower of (teorge Fox.

* About this time (1676),” writes John Banks, ¢ a pain struck
into my shoulder, and gradually fell down into my arm and
bhand, so that I was wholly deprived of their use.  The pain
increased hoth by day and ‘night. For three months T could
neither put my clothes on nor off ; my arm had begun to wither,
1 applied to some physicians, but could not get any cure of any
of them. At last, while asleep on my bed in the night, I saw in
a vision that I was with dear George Fox, and thought 1 said to
him, * George, my faith is such that if thou seest thy way to lay
thy hand upon my shoulder, my arm and hand shall be whole
thronghout” 'This remained with me for days and nights, so
that I'felt as if the thing was a true vision, and that T must go
to George Fox, until at last, through much exercise of mind ns
& great trial of faith, I was made willing to go to him, he being
at Swarthmore, in Lancashire, where there was a great meeting,
Some time after the meeting on fast-day, I called him aside out
of the hall, and gave him a relation of ‘my dream, showing him
my hand and arm. In a short time, as we walked together
silently, he, turning about, looked upon me, and, lifting up his
hand, laid it upon my shoulder, saying, ‘ The Lord strengthen
thee, both within and withont.” I went to Thomas Lowers, of
Marsh Grange, that night, and when I was sit down to supper,
unediately, and before I was aware, my hand was lifted up to
do its office, which I could not do for long before. This struck
me with great admiration. and my heart was broken into ten-

erness before the Lord. The next day I went home with my
hand and arm restored to their former use and strength, and
without pain, The next time that George Fox and I met, he
said, * John, thou rended 1’ I answered, * Yes, very well, in a
little time.” ¢ Well, said he, * give GGod the glory I*"

A SINGLE STRING.

Some one says: * The more musie you can make on one string
the less]it will cost you to keep your fiddle strung.” The advice
islpoor economy unless the instrument be played by a master
haud. 1t takes n Paganini to make harmony from a single string.
The rvichest lives are not found among the one-idean men. When,
however, the subtle keys of the melody or thought have been
touched, genius can create from its single truth or chord that
world of weird suggestions and correspondence from which
the rhythmical harmonies are evolved. A single great idea like
the central chord in music, is a key by which the possessor un-
ravels the spiritual universe, and enters into all mysteries,

Yet, let none believe that either life or music can be perfect
upon the one-string theory. Development is the distinctive mark
of this era. Harmony is the hope of the age. How do we see
Inen whose devotion to one thought, one purpose—whose resis-
tance to one evil, hias cowpletely obscured their vision in all
other directions. These are the genuine fanatics, persous who
get so near the object aimed at that they cannot see its relations
to the other part of the universal whole. I have seen a near-
sighted man looking at a picture or statue. Forced by his in-
Ormity to get uear the object, it was utterly impossible for him
o see beyond that portion upon which his eye rested. The tout
ensemble is invisible to him, or only to be absorbed by slow and
Painful efforts.  Is not this an example of the rigid, unbending
Purist, the possesved one-idenist. The neav-sighted men, either
in physical or mental life, acquire a microscopte minuteness and
dccuracy which in some degree makes up for their deficiency of

readth and comprehensiveness of vision.  But in mental activi-
ties our pear-sighted friends are not the most agroeable persons
to have relations with  To them the object they are after, the
evil to he remedied, the patch of color or lib just before their
¢yes is the one only noble puryose of life. All who do not run
t their gronves are savagely denounced ; all who, looking be.
yond, see the soft landscape stretching away into a beautiful
Perspective ; all who see how the Divine Artist has rounded out
the statue of life into complete aud perfect proportions, and there-
Ore, cannot give more attention than properly due, to the appa-
Fent imperfection of detail ; these are denounced and derided as
Wanting earnestness, and as unworthy workers.

€t us not eschew earnestness. Let us be zealous, but at the
tame time tone our judgments by that divine charity which re-
ognizes the finiteuess of man, tho iwmperfection of his sar-
roundinga, and the controlling power of the circumstance. Fighy
We the evil with the spirit of the Crusaders, but let it be the
&vil, and ot so much the individual doers thereof, who, after all,
are likewise its victims, iL

SPIRITUALISM IN THE NORTI OF ENGLAND.

Ox Sunday last (Sept. 24) a ieeting of the Association of
Spiritualists, lately inaugurated at Darlington, was held at the
house of Dr. MeLeod, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. It is pleasant to
be enabled to state that the officers of the Association were
tnere in full ; several of the Committee were also present, and a
fair sprinkling of ladies, The gathering was a most harmonious
oue; we were, truly, very happy ; we did all our business without
a murmur of discontent, or \‘Iifference, or cross feeling, and we
separated full of faith, hope, and charity. We also had a most
interesting sdance in the evening, the particulars of which we
will not, however, trouble you with just now.

The writer of this report has very great pleasure in assuring
the Editor of the Spiritial Times that he has seldom met with
Inore earnest, self-sacrificing, loving-hearted Spiritualists than
Messrs. Hodge, Dixon, Watson, and Carpenter, There is no
mistake about their Spiritualism. Ob, for a thousand such, and
plenty of money to carry out the ohjects which, as individuals
and an association, we have in view, and the reign of terror and
error of death and sin would, by God's blessing, soon come to an
end.

Messrs, Hodge, Dixon, and Watson severally read papers, but
the principal business of the meeting was the framing and
passing of a circular, which is to be printed and distributed
forthwith.

CAN SPIRITS PASS THROUGH WALLS WITHOUT
DISORGANIZATION 1

(From the Banner of Light.)

IN the Banner of Light of Aug. 5th, I find a contribution entitled,
“ Thoughts and Theories,” by J. M. Peebles, wherein it is asked,
“Can spirits pass walls without disorganization?” Few, he
says, question the fact. T, for one, question it ; therefore, I don't
believe it a fact. DBrother P., in confirmation of his views,
quotes different authors and qualitiss of elements to prove the
inconceivably fine particles of which the human spirit is com-
posed, but forgets or neglects to inform us of the myriads on
wyriads of particles froun inconceivable sources that go to make
up the sum total of a human spirit, each of which itself could
undoubtedly pass through a wall or u bermetically-sealed box.
But when these conntless millions of particles are organized into
a glorious individualized being, the case becomes wonderfully
changed. I suppose Bro, I admits that organized spirits are
substance, and consequently occupy space ; if not, they must be
the inconceivable nothing, But if they do occupy space equal
to that of a mortal, or, rather, if they are of diminutive size, [
think they cannot pass through the pores of a door any more
than I can, comparatively speaking.

Bro. P, aft 'r summing up and showing the wonderful refine-
ment of the elemeunts of light, atmosphere, electricity, ard mag-
netism (each of which are separate distinct elements), says,
“ Spirit 13 doubtless millions of times finer still.” Agreed ; and
yet it is asked how spirits can pass walls without disorganiza-
tion! “With more propriety,” he adds, “ask how a mortal,
without disorganization, can pass banks of fog, or smoky strata
of atmosphere.” The answer to this last will truly answer the
first, regarding organizing and disorganizing. When I pass «
bauk of fog, smoke, water, or atmosphere, these elements do not
necessarily pass through me, nor I through them; they are for
the time being merely displaced for me to pass. Precisely so of
organized spirit ; the door, wall, &c., must be displaced, other-
wise they cannot pass, .

Let this be tested by the only true standard that 1 know of,
viz, Nature and Reason, and I am persuaded mentally that
Bro, Pesbles will find himselt, in this vespect, mistaken.

H. Hanrgs.

Akron, 0., Aug. 16, 1865.

iR

THE SOUL.
WHaT i3 this that stirs within,
Loving goodness, hating sin;
Always craving to be blessed,
Finding earthly things no rest ?
Naught that charma the ear or eye
Cun it hunger satisfy ;
Action restless; it would pierce
‘Through the outward universe,
What 13 it, and whither, wheace,
‘This unsiceping, secret sense;
Longing for its peace and food
In its hidden, untried good ?
"'I'is the soul—niysterious name !
tlim it seeks from whom it came;
It would, mighty God, ke Thee,

Holy, loving, happy be ! W. . Furaess.,
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CornxspoNpRNT8Will pleasoto write legibly on
oneside of the paper only, and as concisely as
possible. Ifthis rule is not observed we may
be compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions.

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, We wish to

ive as many facts as our space will admit,
Jorrespandents should allow their names and
sddresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from all suspicion,

Mr. J. M, Spear's address—is Hotel de Ia
Havana, 44, Rue de Trévise, Paris.

Receivep with thanks, from Mrs. Emma Har-
dinge, for the Spiritual Lyceum, £2.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER-
TISEMENTS.
Pwo lines and under, 2q.; every additionnl
line, 8d.; s reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, Spiritual
Times Oftice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Advertistments for insertion in the current week
must, reach the Office on or before nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning.

To tix Taivr.—~The Spiritual Times is pub-
lished at Ten o’clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-st. and by Job Caudwell, 335, Strand

CoupLaINTs have reached us that the Spiritual
Times does not always find its way to country
subscribers, Those who have difticulty
should send to us at the office 14, Newman
Btreet, Oxford Street, W, and we will for-
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers
taking four copies can havethem post free,
by remitting 8s. 84. per quarter.

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES™ BY POST,
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual

Times, packets will be sent direct from the Office

post free to any part of the United Kingdom,

b! remitting, in advunce, as under :—

Coples, Wecks. Weeks. Wecks.
1, 8d.,0r for 13, 8s.3d. 26, 6864, 52 13s.
S 5d, 4 o OonSd 10864, 2la
2, 6d, . o Oa6d. ,, 13a0d. ., 26s
6, Is. 1304, ,, 26004 ,, 52

Post Office Orders must be made payable to
Mr, 1, H, Powell, at the Post Office, Rathbone-~
place.

IMMBESPIRITUALLYCEUM
14, Newman Sireet, Ozford Street.

This Institution is established for the
sdvancement of apiritnal phenomena
and philosophy. It offers opportunities
for investigators to colleet facta and
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings
together friends to the cause, and presents
u platform for the freest Discussion. Ita
rules are such as to preclude no sectary,
whilat it alms to eschew all sectarianism,
Bazed on the cardinal facta of Spirit Com-
munion & Immortality, it invites,all who re-
coguise, or desire to recognise, these truths

The Lyceum has both religious and se-
calar aims,~religious in the highest sense
of elimioating truth, from spirit-fact and
duty from truth, 8ecular in the sense of
moulding the future by a wise realisation
of the present and a spiritual conception
of its uses,

The growing spread of Spiritualism in
Faogland renders a centralinatitution neces-
sary to organize means to give distinctive
life to the various methods which abound
in isolated forms all over the kingdom.
T'o effeet this mont desirable object Mr, R.
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and
earnestly solicits aid from all friends.
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists
have already subscribed, some two, others
wne guinea each (the latter submeription
baing the minimum), Those who sub-
seribe one or more guineas ammually will
ba entitled to the privilege of attending
all Lectures free. 8pirit Drawings
and Works of a progressive character
will be added from time to time,
AMediums of recognised integrity and
power will bs encouraged, and it is hoped

fucilities may be afforded for the develop-

THE SPIRITUAL TIMES.

ment of such

A printing press is now in operation
upon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such pamphlets and distributing them.
All works of a spiritual and progressive
character can be supplied by us. Friends
will therefore kindly bearin mind this fact,
as by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceum.

We feel persuaded our work will
not be in vain, being assured amongst
the many thousands of true Spiritualists
in this country alone there are many who
will gladly aid us.

Arrricarions rok Lecrures winy RECEIVE
ATTENTION,

All communications and remittances to
be forwarded to Mr. J..H. Powell, Spirit-
ual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxford-st.

The payment of 2s. 6d. per quarter will
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions
only.

NOTICE,

A CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS
will take place at the Spiritual Lyceum on Sun-
day Evening, October 15th, 1865, at 7 o’clock.

Now reudy. In one volume, Demy 8vo.,
Post free, price 10s.
UPRA-MUNDANE TFACTS, IN
) THE LIFE OF J. B, FERGUSON ;
Including twenty years® observation of Preter~
Natural Phenomena.
Edited by T. L. Nicnows, M.D., author of
“Forty Yenrs of American Life,” * Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,’”’ &c., &c.

This book contains the porsonal oxperi-
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations,
during twenty years, under favourable circum.
stances, and over a wide runge of territory, of
uri remarkable phenomena, from the most
striking physical,to the higher forms of psychi-
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also
present, from the copious records of Mr, Fer-
guson, apecimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, and many facta orally
related. The work of the editor will be the
selection and the arrangement of the records
furnished him, and the orderly narration of
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no
work of the present time contains accounts
of more remarkable, varied and important
phenomena than will be found in this volume.

All orders to be sent to Mr. J. H, Powery,

Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Nowman-street,
Osxford-street, W.

A RS. EMMA HARDINGE'S pro-
l sent ADDRESS in Town ia 33, Mu-
seum Street, London, W.C.

HE EDITOR OF THE “SPIRIT-
UAL TIMES" is prepared to accept en-
gngementsto Lecture on Mesmerismor Spiritual-
ism.  Address, Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newmun
street, Oxford Street, W,

A few capies of
DIN BALLOU’S MODERN
Spirit-Manifestations, published at
Is. 6d. May be had at the Spiritual
Lyceum. 1s. each. Postfree 1s. 2d.
This Work contains an admirable
Preface of 48 ;l)p., aud an Appendix of 32
pp. by the English Editor.

Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence.
«\\J HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS
TAUGHT.” Reprinted from the
Spiritual Mugasine, may be had at the Spiritual
Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-strect, W,
‘This pamphlet is one of the most vigorous
of Mr. Howiit's numerous writings on Spiritual-
isin. It isin every waysuitable for circulation

I88 D. COGMAN’S SEANCES,

Miss Cogman will hold séances nt her

residence, 22, New Road, Commercial Road, E,,

every Tuesday and Wednesduy, from 2 p.m. to
10 pm.

connected with the Lyceum.

[Saturday, October 7, 1865.

PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND
PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing,
by J. I, Powell,

As an individual contribution to the general
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
uge, it is very valunble.— William IHowitt,

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as he
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work. ® ® ¢ Many persons will rend Mr.
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has ne
lnck of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.—Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

The sum of the matter is, that if one has 8
a curiosity to know what Spiritunlism is, and
what it actunlly aims at, he will gain a better
und clearer view of it from Mr. Powell's volume
than from any other that has yet been published,
not even excepting that of the great apostle
medium, Mr,1{ome himself.—Caledonian Mer~
cury, March 12, 1864,

This is the fourth book that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, ﬂl}d'
whilst it is the smallest, it is-yet the most stn
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity
with which the subject is presented, and the
nature of thefacts orassumptions with which it 18
crammed from first to last. * * * Therets
much, very much to excite thought, whoth_er to
compel conviction, or not, The enquiry is by
no means the contemptible thing that many
peoplo wish to consider it. It deals with al-
leged facts, which,if true, are astounding ; and,
if false, still they are objects of interest, an
they onght tobe disposed of.— British Standardy
March 18th, 1864.

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum,
Price 21., post free.

n] R. AND MRS. WALLAC
beg to announce that they have taken
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-
street, for a series of Friday Evening Scances
to commence at half-past 7, p.m,
e Admission s, o
BPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS.
0. 1.—NICODEMIANS AND
THOMASIANS, by WirLiam How1T1.
No. 2.~SPIRITUALISM IN HARMONY
WITH SCIENCE, by Dr. J. B. FerausoX,
No. 3.—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF
SPIRITUALISM, by Ons or Tnes-
seLves, Now ready. Price Threepence.
An assortment of the ahove, with others, I,

NEW PSALM and HYMN TUNES,
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FOUR
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and Ar-
ranged, with voice parts complete, for the
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by RopERT
Coorrry—DPrice 28.5 cloth, 28, 6d.
London: Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, Soho-
The Marmonies, both in invention and af-
rangement, nre musical to a very high degreés
and, altogether, the work is one which can be
strongly recommended, and will be sure to meet
with approval,.— Brighton Guardian

S

In afew days, 272 pp.

Tritbner & Co , 60, Paternoster-row.
In one Vol., well bound. Post free, price, 63
IFE INCIDENTS AND POETIO
PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL.
This work will contain an account of }hf
Author's remarkahle Experiences in Mesmerisnt
and Spiritualism, together with a judicious

selection from his Pocms.

May be obtained of the Author, SpiriTUsl
Lycrum, 14, Newman Street Oxford Stﬂﬁ;}!’

Price, 34. 6d. Post free, 4s.

NCIDENTS IN MY LIFE, by
D. D HOME, neatly bound, A fe¥
Copies of this admirable Work may be bad 8¢
the Spimiruar Lyvckum, 14, Newman Streets

Oxford Street, W, .
»RINTING. — CIRCULARS,
PAMPHLETS, BOOKS, &c. printed
on moderste terms, ut the Spiritunl Lyceut:
14, Noewmun-streot, Oxford-street, Country
orders punctunlly attended to.

Printed and TPublished by the ]’rﬁ}lfif""'
Roperr C

JOGPER, at the Qpirimnl Lyceuwii,

14, Newman-st,, Oxford-st., in the Count¥
of Middlesex, Saturdny, Oct. Tth, 1866.



