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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
US not only with the semblances, but the positiyo evidences j t  eternal existence 
eausiug us to feel that the passing shadow s we speak of belong not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab
solute and enduring, because wo associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en
during facts are beyond the tomb.

A CALVINISMO SHOT AT SPIRITUALISM.

c W hen will our ministers learn eliarity ? t Are the terrible 
lessons of intolerance, as taught by history, to avail n.>- 

■; thing ? Are we ever to have Pagan shams and wretched 
dogmas of eternal woe substituted for Religion ? Are anathe- 

f: mas ever to he the consequences of honesty of thought
iy and freedom of expression? Is the name of Christ ever 

to be the stock-in-trade of evangelical pietists, who take it 
r ^ n  vain in ah dost every act of their lives—who not only 

swear by it, hut curse by it, defame by it, lie by it, and so 
on, to the end of the sad chapter of moral obliquity ? We 
fear these dreadful things will endure, so long as formalism 
and anti-Christ, in the character of cant, are acknow
ledged supreme by the living acts of Churchmen and 
Dissenters ot all grades. Who is to decide when Doctors 
of Divinity ditfer? and who is to cry “ Forbear” when 
Doctors of Divinity utter their blasphemous imprecations 
in tho name of Christ against the devout people who differ 
from them ? Surely clerical madness can roach no- further 
climax than to deal in the diabolical heresios of priestly 
intolerance.

As an example of tho kind of pious madness to which wo 
allude, wo beg to bring from obscurity a Leicester Calvinist 
preacher, the Rev. Win. Garrard, a name not very great 
in theology, and one, without he sees the error of his ways, 
Hot likely to do Religion much service. This Rev. gentle- 
raan belongs to the Nangle school of opponents to ¡Spirit
ualism, but has dono less than Nangle, even in the way of 
cleverness. He treats the. subject as one to whom tho 
seerots of all hearts are open. There is no modesty in his 
.«tanner, but there is its opposite— much disgusting bold
ness. lie treats his readers to a page or turn of reckless, 
impudent assumptions, all in the name of Christ. A small 
»«•act, “ Leicester Gospel Essays, No. 4,” contains Mr. 
Garrard’s fulminations against Spiritualism “ With all 
Ds conscience and (both) eyes nskow,” this Rev. defender 
of orthodoxy writes— “ That which is called a medium, or 
clairvoyant, is au earthly image of old Adam, dead in tres
passes and sins, the very dupe of Satan to deeoivo others,
‘ Deceiving and being deceived.’ ” What a piece of pious 
impudence this ! Can any of our readers inform us whore 
Mr. Garrard obtained his information ? Did some devil 
irom the lower spheres make use of him as a medium to 
convoy this piece of wondrous intelligence to tho world 
through the medium of the “ Leicester Gospel Essays?” 
R so, then ho has himself “ fallen from grace” in haying 
dealings with tho dead, and certainly he is as much “ dead 

, m trespasses and sins ” ns those whom he condemns.
| Again, “ That which is called Spiritualism, conver.-ing

with departed spirits through a crystal sphere, a medium, 
or so-called clairvoyant, may rather bo called devilism invok
ing devils, and consulting devils.” Wo have looked care
fully over Mr. Garrard’s tract, and cannot discover a single 
sentence in which we can perceive that tho author has the 
slightest knowledge of Spiritualism. He sums up all he 
knows in tho singlo word “ Devil,” and imagines himself 
wise, no doubt. Where his instincts naturally lead there 
he is to bo found. Having his “ eyos askew,” tho object 
he observes looks awTy; hut lacking modesty, he fails to 
trace the appearance, to his own defective vision. Surely he 
must have a more than ordinary affinity for the devil than 
most people; he talks quite like an outspoken, honest man ; 
if “ murder will out,” suroly sorcery will; ,and if over 
man was guilty of that great sin', ho is; for his soul was in 
his work, or ho could not have forgotten both charity and 
modesty at tho same time. __ .

Not a word about angels. Mr. Garrard seems to lmvo 
no affinity for them, and being honest, does not mention 
them in the treatment of his subject. Devils are tho beings 
ho most delights to talk about, and wo must needs take 
him as ho is, or not at all.

Wo have, however, quite a different view of Spiritualism 
to that put forth in tho “ Leicester Gospel Essays,” and 
can honestly assert that its teachings have had tho effect of 
healing tho conscionce-wounds of millions of people who 
were groping along in tho mire of dead theology. Its 
modiums and clairvoyants have beon the instruments of 
convincing, not only Atheists and sturdy sceptics of all 
grades, hut pulpit materialists ns well, of the Immortality 
of the soul. It has, more than all tho sytems of theology 
[nit together, shown man his real soul-condition, and made 
him aware that no socrots are hidden, oven in his own soul, 
from the invisibles. Ilonoo, where Spiritualism has worked 
a proper change in his heart, he has discovered tho patent 
fact that his “ sins will surely find him out;” and as 
William Howitt expressos it, that “ No deathbed hocus 
pocus will transform a sinner into a saint," but that “ a 
whole life of crime or sensuality boro will require a whole 
life of penitence and purgation” hereafter. If Mr. 
Garrard would wisely bestow half the time honestly pur
suing the truth ho has done pursuing tho devil, ho might 
loarn something of tho charity which belongs to tho 
spiritual philosophy, and ho iu a condition for repentance; 
for, surely, if man ever needod ropentaneo for misjudging 
his follow creatures, this Leicester minister does; and until 
ho shall seek ropentaneo, for his wholesale anathematising, 
wo fear very much for him. If Spiritualism did no moio 
than prove to us that such men as Mr. Garrard are many 
leagues from Jesus, who spoke words of peace, gentleness, 
and charity, it. Mould bo worthy our acceptance. But M'o 
are grateful to know that ¡Spiritualism gives us a clearer 
atmosphere than theology— that, in reality, it proves tho 
falso character of priestly pharisoeism and pietistic cant— 
holding tho life, and not the imagined faith, or pageant 
formularies of worship, as the only true tost of Religion. 
It lifts the soul abovo the dead, decaying materials of 
worship, to the living, over-progressive spiritual realms,
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where the soul can truly feel that “ God is a Spirit,” and 
can really “ worship Him in spirit and in truth.” It teaches 
us that Divine Love flows from the Father, not only to His 
child, Mr. Garrard, but to the mediums and clairvoyants, 
whom he so brutally, though honestly, condomns to tho 
continued society of dovils. Bad, indeod, would bo tho 
condition of humanity, both here and hereaftor, •tfero God 
the monster Mi-. Garrard and others picturo Him. But 
thanks to Spiritualism, wo have sacred assurance, that all 
the horrifying doctrines of priests cannot disturb, that God 
is a God of Infinite Love, a Father we can cling to without 
terror, but with a child-like confidence in His afFectionato 
regard, not only for us, but for all His children. But wo can 
understand some clerical authority, such ns Mr. Garrard, 
crying out, “  A h ! but He is a Just God, and Ho must 
punish the transgressor.” What, eternally, with devils?” 
if  so, woe to humanity. Spiritualism recognisos, as one 
of tho most useful of its doctrines, that Justice is the ruling 
attribute of God, and in that Justice we see salvation; 
verily the ovil-doer shall pay tho penalty of his misdeeds, 
and shall not escape by any theological process of praying 
and singing. The sin committed must bo atoned for by 
the sinner. Teach him the contrary, and you practically 
set a premium on sin. If a proof of this is needed, lot it 
come from the increasing murderers and criminals of all 
tho varied grades of sin which blacken the fair pagos of 
civilisation.

Wo have given theology a very long trial, and our daily 
experiences teach us that it is continually being weighod 
in the balance of truth and found wanting. Yet we cling 
to it as drowning men are said to cling to straws.

Spiritualism comes, bringing with it hope for humanity 
— pure and undefiled Christianity; and how do our modern 
pulpiteers receive it? They say of it as tho Jews said of 
Christ, that it hath a devil; or in the language of Mr. 
Garrard, that it “ is consulting with devils.” By their 
“ fruits” wo are taught to know spirits in and out of tho 
flesh. Daro we presume to judge when we aro told to 
“ Judge not lest we bo judged if we did so, how would 
Mr. Garrard appear in tho court of Human Justice ? But ho 
himself has failed to remember this injunction, and has gone 
on judging with a vengeance. Notonlyhave tho Spiritualists 
been assailed by Mr. Garrard’s honest anathemas, but the 
Roman Catholics are beaten with a still heavier vengeaneo 
by this devout member of tho Protestant Church, who finds 
“ anti-Christ ” in their “  deopor and more delusive ” teach
ings. But wo must leave the Catholics to defend them
selves. Hoar Mr. Garrard again—

“ M u c h  o f  t h i s  w i t c h e r y  a n d  d e l u s i o n  c a l l e d  Spiritualism  h a d  
b e e n  b r o u g h t  h e r e  f r o m  A m e r ic a ,  b y  S a t a n 's  a g e n t s ,  a n d  I  m u s t  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  la t e  u n p a r a l le le d  s la u g h t e r  t h e r e ,  h a t h  b e e n  a  
s ig n a l  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  G o d  u p o n  t h a t  n a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a b o m i n a b l e  
w i c k e d n e s s e s ,  in  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  t o o  d i s g u s t i n g  t o  b e  w r i t t e n .1' 

O n e  f e e ls  w h i l e  r e a d i n g  M r .  G a r r a r d 's  w o r d s ,  t h a t  h e  m u s t  e i t h e r  
b e  in  S a t a n 's  C o u n c i l  C h a m b e r s ,  o r  in  t h o  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a n  e a v e s 
d r o p p e r  o b t a i n  h is  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s in c e  h e  a l w a y s  s p e a k s  w i t h  s u c h  
a u t h o r i t y .  H e  d o e s  n o t  s a y  h e  is  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  s o  a n d  s o  is  t h e  
r e s u l t ; b u t  h e  b o l d l y  a s s e r t s  ( t h a t  is  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  d e v i l ) ,  
t h a t  i t  is s o  a n d  s o .  A f t e r  a l l  w e  a r e  n o t  d i s p o s e d  t o  b e l ie v e  
t h a t  M r .  G a r r a r d  h a s  a c t u a l l y  s a t  in  c o u n c i l  w i t h  “  O l d  N i c k  
o r  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n i n g  h is  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y ,  
b e c a u s e  w e  s e e  v e r y  p l a i n l y  t h a t  t h e  m a n  is  a  c h i p  o f  t h e  o ld  
b l o c k  o f  T h e o l o g y ,  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  l e t  o u t  o f  l e a d i n g  s t r in g s ,  
l i e  s p e a k s  a s  h is  c r e e d  d i r e c t s ,  a n d  h is  c o n s c i e n c e  a p p r o v e s  ; b u t  
w h a t  a  s h a m e  i t  i s  t h a t  s u c h  a  n a t u r a l l y  d i s i n g e n u o u s  p r e a c h e r  
s h o u l d  h a v e  h e e n  m a d e  t o  s w a l l o w  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  h is  c r e e d ,  a n d  
s h o u l d  fe e l  n o u e  t h e  w o r s e  f o r  t h e  h u g e  d o s e  ! IL is  a p p e t i t e ,  e v e n  
t h e n ,  i t  s e e m s , w a s  n o t  a p p e a s e d ,  f o r  h e  h a s  s in c e  g l u t t o n o u s l y  
f i l l e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  h o s t s  o f  d e v i l s ”  non consecratus.

I l i s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  is  s e e n  in  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w h ic h  
im p l i e s  t h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a d  it s  o r i g i n  in  A m e r ic a .  I f  h e  w i l l  
r e a d  M r .  H o  w i l t 's  “ H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S u p e r n a t u r a l , ’ ' b e  w i l l  s e e  
b o w  w i d e  h e  is  o f  t h e  m a r k .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  is  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  
B ib l e ,  o r  t h e  b o o k  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  !>een w r i t t e n  b y  i n s p i r e d  m e n . 
I t  is  o n l y  t h e  f o r m  o f  i t s  m a n i fe s t a t io n s  a d a p t i n g  i t s e l f  t o  c l im a t e  
a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h ic h  a t t r a c t s  t h e  e y e s  
o f  s u p e r f i c ia l  o b s e r v e r s .  H a d  w e  s p a c e  w e  c o u ld  e a s i l y  p r o v e  t o  
M r .  G a r r a r d  t h a t  h e  m u s t  e i t h e r  h i m s e l f  a c c e p t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  o r  
c l o s e  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  B ib l e ,  w h ic h  is  i t s  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  a s  
r e g a r d s  e v e n  i t s  p h e n o m e n a l  p h a s e s .  R e s p e c t i n g  t h e  '* u n 
p a r a l l e l e d  s la u g h t e r - ' w h ic h  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  in  A m e r i c a ,  t h e r e  is  
n o  d i s p u t e  b u t  t h a t  i t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  “  w ic k e d n e s s e s  butV M  r. 
G a r r a r d ’s  r e m a r k s  i m p l i c a t e  S p i r i t u a l i s m  a s  t h o  p r im a l  c a u s e  o f

‘ ‘ t h e  s la u g h t e r . ”  W h a t  o f  s la v e r y ,  a m b i t io n ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  t r a in  
o f  e v i l s  t h a t  f l o w  t h e r e f r o m ?  W i l l  M r .  G a r r a r d  t e l l  u s  h o w  
m u c h  t h e o l o g y ,  a s  t a u g h t  b y  h im s e l f ,  a id e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  th a t  
f r i g h t f u l  w a r ?  T r u l y  t h e  a b o m i n a t i o n s  la id  u n ju s t ly  t o  th e  
c h a r g e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  b y  t h is  L e i c e s t e r  l u m i n a r y ,  a r e  s c a r c e ly  
m o r e  d e s p i c a b l e  t h a n  h is  i m p u d e n t  a s s u m p t i o n s  a m i  u n c h a r i t a b le  
a s s e r t io n s ,  l i e  h a s  q u o t e d  a  f e w  t e x t s  t o  “  h e a v e ”  a t  u s , w h ic h  
a r e  n e i t h e r  m i l l s t o n e s  n o r  b u l le t s  ; s o  w e  n e e d  h a v e  l i t t l e  fe a r  
o f  b e i n g  b r u i s e d  ; b u t  w h ic h ,  t a k e n  in  t h e i r  l i t e r a l  s e n s e , t e a c h  
u s  n o t  t o  g i v e  h e e d  t o  s e d u c i n g  s p i r i t s  a n d  d o c t r i n e s  o f  d e v i ls ,  
w h ic h  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  d e s i r in g  t o  “  t r y  t h e  s p i r i t s , ”  
fa i l  t o  d o  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  ‘ ‘  E v i l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ”  a n d  e v i l  s p i r i t s  c o r r u p t  g o o d  m a im e r s .  H e a v e n  
s a v e  u s  f r o m  t h e  c o r r u p t  t e a c h i n g s  o f  M r .  G a r r a r d ,

IN STITU TION S AND SOULS.

M a s  is greater than institutions. The latter are but temporary in their 
purpose, to serve un urgent and present need, having no living root i» 
spiritual life and no lasting lease of existence among men. They are 
variable and vanishing. We need hut look buck over our own history to 
see it. What satisfied people one hundred years ago—and in the life oi 
a human soul one hundred years is no more than a single day— will by 
no means satisfy them now. A  creed does not hold men together now as 
it used to do -, hence men look around them and declare that all things 
are come to vinos and confusion. Men who agree to throw away creeds, 
aro at open variance in their estimate of politics ; and those who think 
they quite agree on political opinions and views, are sharply opposed on 
their religious creed and subscription. There is an indiscriminate break
ing up i what we used to think settled and established, is nothing of the 
kind, but elastic ns the nir, fitting itself to the changing necessities of 
souls in a state of development.

W e put no faith in what they call the inspiration and sacredness of 
mi institution, let it he called by whatever name. It is but a means, at 
best; a medium, an instrument, n stair to step upon that we may get up 
still higher. We never regarded it ns the proprietors regard their 
wonderful machinery at the Waltlmm factory, which turns out watches 
exactly like one another of exactly the same size and style and quality 
of subordinate pieces, made to keep exactly the same time, and never to 
produce individual variations. The soul of mnn is something too noble 
and fine, too mysterious and indescribable, to be put into the machinery 
of one of ihese institutions ns you would pour kernels of corn in between 
millstones, to be ground out into fine men! for the use of one just ns much 
as another. Neither is an institution a powerful something tnat incap
able of prescribing for us the law of life, of dictating to us wlmt we shall 
spiritually ent and drink, and of keeping us in a sort o f nursery, where 
we are to bo e nldled and cosseted to the end of our days. .Manmade 
institutions, and ho only. They are for an end, a purpose ; hut no malt 
can impart to them enough of power, of authority, and of spirituality, to 
ntiiko them answer for all time, or for all m'Mi, They are merely tem
porary and for convenience i conventional, in the original sense of that 
word which means only the coming together ; that is to say, the object 
had in their construction is to aid in bringing souls into closer and truer 
relation.

But when we are taught that we sin if we do not stop anti do reverence 
to the machine which hits been put together only for our convenience, 
we lire instructed to practice nothing less than idolatry. It is the same 
thing ns the Persian saving his prayers bv machinery ; the Catholic’ 
counting his heads and falling down before tile images of tho saints,- and 
the Hindoo worshipping his ugly little idols of wood and stone. Idolatry' 
is idolatry still, no matter in what country it is practised, or wlmt actual 
form it takes ; the proof of it is to he found in the spirit with which 
tho devotion is carried on. One man worships riches, though lj* 
attends upon a Christian church regularly. Another worships his ambi
tion, which is a blind sort of brazen deity his imagination has set up 
before him, and his standing in the religious societies, will not remove 
from his character the stigma of idolatry. Very little true freedom Is 
there practised, at most; and chiefly because men’s spiritual eyes are 
glued together by the manipulations of teachers whose education >n 
turn has only been in the everlastingly blind mysteries of superstition.

This day in which we live is witnessing countless break-ups and over
turns. Political parties are not more in a chaotic state than are the 
parties that subscribe to creeds. Ecclesiastical machinery is getting to 
ho considered less inspired, and fat less stable than it used to bo. The 
Churches have been insensibly led into fierce conflict of politics, until they’ 
(eel the fearful g-ouiul swell now, and find themselves unable to escape 
fiom its power. The spirit of discussion is as active to-d y among them 
on mntteis of form and faith, ns it ever was between the North and South 
on the subject of slavery and free institutions. Some of the Churche* 
have hoped to keep out of tho maelstrom by having nothing to say*Pj*j 
or con., while the roaring debate was going on ; but they unexpected!' 
discover that thoir very abstemiousness lias called more attention to them 
than it they lmd, at the first, plunged into the thickest of the tight- 
I hey find there is no rest for their feet in this era of reorganization a®“ , 
reforming i that they must come furwaid and lend a hand on behalf 
the souls they assume to train and keep ; that they do not live in the d a f  
ages of the world, when nobody is responsible, and no work is going ft'- 
but in the bright light of an era which searches every corner nnd ei»t'n- 
of human life and human belief, to clear up doubt and drive out error, 
expound tlie title latvs of the universe, and bring the children into 
close-t possible relation with the Father .

Hence, when these ecclesiastical conveniences—ns an excellent write 
styles them—-have become inconvenient, we are to seek to break»'1' 
them lather than to perpetuate them, or tie ottmdves up with “ !el, 
destiny. As the same writer titlv expresses it. mending nnd eiiH'in'me 
them are all in vain. They ere worn-out instruments, mid not only 
out, hut obsolete, like the old wooden ploughs. Our task is, simply 1
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rescue from them the ideas and uses which these institut'ons once served, 
hut which they now only disguise and hinder. And let that he the last 
of them. It may be. and as we are constituted, it naturally will be, that 
association will long keep alive the affection we have felt for these past 
conveniences which time and events require us to give up ; hut we need 
feel no special regret at that. It is no more of a pang than the tree feels 
when it is transplanted ; and the better soil, air, nourishment, and sur
roundings repay a thuus mil-fold the cost of what seems a present 
sacrifice.

The true way to tako life, if we would really enjoy it most, is to court 
und covet these changes. Let the mind he kept open to the New, no 
blatter through what quarter or instrumentality it comes. Let us 
challenge the morning by being up before it, and going forth to meet it. 
Let us welcome all new-born thoughts, open our minds to all fresh and 
noble ideas, hold out our hands to the influences of all high spiritual 
visitations, and resolve to build up and expand and strengthen these souls 
of ours, though all the institutions and customs of mere convenience 
about us, crumble and disappear as last as they are put to personal use. 
Nothing but the soul is perpetual. There is no eternity for the inven
tions by the aid of which it grows.— Banner o f  Light.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  D A V E N P O R T  B R O T H E R S .

D ear B anner,— T w o  m o n t h s  h a v e  n o w  e la p s e d  s in c e  w e  l e f t  
E n g l a n d ,  w h e r e  w e  t o u n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  l a b o u r s  
w i t h o u t  e x p o s i n g  o u r  l i v e s  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  a t  t h e  h a n d s  
o f  o r g a n i z e d  C a b i n e t  s m a s h in g  m o b s .  A n d  f in d in g ,  a f t e r  m a k in g  
t h e  e x p e r im e n t ,  t h a t  w e  h a d  a s  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  l o o k  f o r  j u s t i c e  
f r o m  t h e  l a w f u l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  w e  h a d  f r o m  E n g l i s h  m o b s ,  w e  
c o n c l u d e d  t o  le a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  m o b o c r a c y  w a s  r e s o r t e d  
to . a n d  b r u t e  f o r c e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  a g a in s t  u s . a s  t h e  o n l y  
e f f e c t u a l  m e t h o d  o f  o p p o s i n g  f a c t s  w h ic h  h a d  c r e a t e d  t h e  m o s t  
in t e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  in  E n g l a n d  b u t  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  
E u r o p e ,  a n d  w h ic h  h a d  s t o o d  t h e  s e v e r e s t  t e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s a v a n s  
° f  E n g l a n d  c o u l d  im p o s e ,  w h ic h  h a d .c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  
E a r a d a y ,  a n d  e f f e c t u a l l y  s i l e n c e d  t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  m u s t  
s k i l f u l  m a g ic ia n s ,  w h ic h  h a d  s h a k e n  t h e  s c e p t i c i s m  o f  t h e  m o s t  
o b s t i n a t e ,  a n d  f o r c e d  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m e n  
o f  E n g la n d , a f t e r  l o n g  a n d  s e v e r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  a c k n o w 
le d g m e n t  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  fa c t s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p h e n o 
m e n a  o c c u r r i n g  in  o u r  p r e s e n c e .

I t  is  n o w  t w o  m o n t h s  s in c e  o u r  a r r i v a l  in  F r a n c e ,  d u r i n g  w h ic h  
t im e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  v a i n l y  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  o b t a i n  a  G o v e r n m e n t  
1 'e r m it  t o  g i v e  seances t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  l i t e r a r y  m e n  o f  P a r is .  
■And t h e  r e s u l t  is , t h a t  a f t e r  b e i n g  h e ld  in  s u s p e n s e  f o r  t w o  
b m n t l i s ,  w e  c a n  g e t u e i t h e r  a  p e r m i t  n o r  r e fu s a l .  H u t w h a t  c a n  
) 'e  e x p e c t e d  o f  a  G o v e r n m e n t  in  a  la n d  w h e r e  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m

u n k n o w n  1— w h e r e  n o  g a t h e r i n g s ,  r e l i g i o u s  o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  a r e  
a l l o w e d  w i t h o u t  a  p e r m i t  f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e ,  s a n c t io n e d  b y  C a t h o l i c  
p r ie s t s  ? B u t  w e  d o  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  h e  t h w a r t e d  b y  r e l i g i o u s  in 
t o le r a n c e ,  a n d  s u p e r s t i t o u s  b i g o t r y .  W e  h a v e  h e , n  v i s i t e d  b y  a  
b u m lt e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  m o s t  in f lu e n t ia l  m e n  o f  t h e  e m p ir e ,  w h o  
a r e  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y ,  w e  s h a l l ,  in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  s u c c e e d  
lb  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  o u r  d e s ig n s  s o o n e r  o r  la t e r .  W e r e  w e  m e r e  
j u g g l e r s ,  w e  w o u ld  m e e t  w it h  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  F o r  
'G i i l e  A n d e r s o n  a n d  o t h e r  j u g g l e r s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e a p  a  p le n t i  
h tl h a r v e s t  b y  t h e i r  m is e r a b l e  i m i t a t i o n s  in  E n g la n d ,  w e  a r e  
b la b b e d  f r o m  t o w n  t o  t o w n ,  o u r  p r o p e r t y  d e s t r o y e d ,  a n d  o u r  
l iv e s  im p e r i l l e d .  A n d  h e r e  in  F r a n c o ,  w h i le  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
' '« f u s e s  u s  p e r m is s io n  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  g e n u i n e ,  p e r m is s io n s  a r e  
f r e e ly  g i v e n  t o  I l o u d i n ,  R o b i n ,  a n d  o t h e r  j u g g l e r s ,  t o  p r e s e n t  
jk e  c o u n t e r f e i t .  B u t  b e l i e v i n g  in  t h e  fin a l t r i u m p h  o f  o u r  c a u s e , 
' I  is  o u r  i n t e n t io n  t o  p e r s e v e r e  in  t h e  w o r k  in  w h ic h  w e  a r e  
e n g a g e d .— A s  o v e r  y o u r s ,  I ra E . D avenport,

W m . I I .  D avenport.
P e t i t  C h a t e a u ,  G e n n e v i l l e r s ,  A s n i e r s ,

P a r i s ,  J u n e  2 3 , 1 8G 5 . Banner o f  L ight.

The Committee appointed to assist Mr. Cooper  nnd Mr. 
Lowell in the more efficient working of the Spiritual 
Lyceum, &c., have issued the following manifesto :—

T H E  L O N D O N  S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M  A N D  I T S  
O B J E C T S .

T u b  L o n d o n  S p i r i t u a l  L y c e u m ,  1 4 , N e w m a n - s t r e e t ,  O x f o r d -  
8 lr e e t ,  W . ,  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  in  J a n u a r y ,  18(15. W i t h  a  s t e a d y ,  
J f il f -B a c r if ic in g  s p i r i t  o f  d e v o t i o n ,  r a r e l y  s e e n , R o b e r t  C o o p e r ,  
E scp , i t s  f o u n d e r ,  h a s  h i t h e r t o  s u s t a in e d  t h e  a l m o s t  e n t i r e  
h e i g h t  o f  t h e  h e a v y  l ia b i l i t i e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  i t ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  
* °tU e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p o u n d s .  I t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h o ld  
t h e  p r i n c ip l e s  o f  C h r is t ia n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  t o  s t a n d  o n  o n e  s id e  
W ith o u t  a d m i r i n g  t h e  h e r o i c  s e l f - d e v o t i o n  o f  M r .  C o o p e r  ; h u t  
J b o re  t h a n  a d m i r a t i o n  w a s  n e e d e d  ; h e n c e  a  n u m b e r  o f  g e n t l e m e n  
« a v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  f o r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a  c o m m it t e e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  
M r .  C o o p e r 's  a p p r o v a l ,  a n d  u p o n  t h e  p r i n c ip l e  t h a t  c o - o p e r a t e d  
f f f o r t  c a n  e f f e c t  o b je c t s  w h ic h  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  a lo n e  m u s t i n e v i t -  
a h ly  fa i l  t o  e f f e c t ,  w e  h a v e  in  a l l  s in c e r i t y  s e t  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  
j^ o r k .  T o  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  r e a d  t h is  w h o  h a v e  h a d  e v i d e n c e s  o f  
itu iu o r ta l  e x i s t e n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d iu m  o f  s p i r i t - m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  ;

t h e r e  n e e d s  n o  a r g u m e n t  t o  p r o v e  t h e  u t i l i t y ,  n a y ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y ,  
o f  s o m e  o r g a n i z e d  s y s t e m  o f  d i f f u s i n g  t h e  l i g h t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  
a b r o a d ,  s o  t h a t  o t h e r s ,  w h o  m a y  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  
M a t e r i a l i s m ,  w h o s e  s o u ls ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  m o u r n f u l  c o n d i t i o n s  b y  
w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d ,  a r e  d e a d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  m a y  h e  
e n a b l e d  t o  s e e  t h e  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  a  
s t i m u l a t e d  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  in  G o d ’ s  D i v i n e  p l a n  t h e r e  is  r e 
d e m p t i o n  f o r  a l l ,  a n d  e t e r n a l  c o n d e m n a t i o n  f o r  n o n e  ; b u t  t o  
t h o s e  w h o  a im  a t  T r u e  L i f e ,  w h o  h a v e  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ’ s  
h e r e a f t e r ,  o l h e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h ic h  fa i t h  m a y  s u p p l y ,  w h o  m is t a k e  
a n d  m is - s t a t e  t h e  fa c t s  a n d  t e a c h i n g s  o f  m o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  i t  
w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o f f e r  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t 
u a l i s t i c  t e a c h i n g s  a s  t h e y  h a v e ,  in  a n  e s p e c ia l  m a n n e r ,  a p p e a le d  
t o  u s :—

1 st . A l l  o f  u s , u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e c l u d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
d e c e p t i o n  o f  a n y  k i n d ,  h a v e  in  v a r i o u s  w a y s  < h e l d  c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  m e s s a g e s  f r o m ,  s p i r i t s .  B e 
s id e s  t h i s ,  s o m e  o f  u s  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  p h e n o m e n a  o f  a  
s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  t h e  s p e c ia l  
m is s io n  o f  s t a g g e r i n g  t h e  o t h e r w is e  s e t t l e d  c o n v i c t i o n s  o f  
s c ie n t i f i c  M a t e r a l i s t s .  M a n y  o f  u s  c a n  h e a r  g r a t e f u l  t e s t i m o n y  
t o  t h e  n e v e r - t o - b e - f o r g o t t e n  f a c t — t h a t  s u c h  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s  h a v e  
r e d e e m e d  o u r  s o u ls  f r o m  t h e  p a r a ly s i n g  t h r a l d o m ‘ o f  A t h e i s t i c  o r  
M a t e r i a l i s t i c  t e a c h in g s .  W e  c o u l d  f i l l  h o o k s ,  d i d  w e  g i v e  a l l  
o u r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s .  W e  a s s e r t  o u r  s o le m n  c o n 
v i c t i o n s  t h a t  w h a t  w e  s t a t e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  is  a b s o l u t e l y  
t r u e  ; a n d  b e i n g  s a t is f ie d , n o t  f r o m  o n e  o r  t w o  s i t t i n g s  a t  
c i r c le s  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p r i v a t e  m e d iu m s ,  h u t  f r o m  m a n y  
m o n t h s ,  in  s o m e  c a s e s  y e a r s ,  o f  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h a t  i f ,  o n  
t h e  o c c a s i o n s  w e  w i t n e s s e d  s p i r i t - m a u i f e s t a t i o u s ,  w e  w e r e ,  a s  
s o m e  o f  o u r  o p p o n e n t s  s a y .  u n d e r  s o m e  o c c u l t  p s y c h o l o g i c  i n 
f lu e n c e ,  w e  a r e  s o  n o w ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s o  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  m o m e n t  
o f  o u r  w a k e f u l  e x i s t e n c e .  A s  p h e n o m e n a  s im p l y ,  t h e s e  t i l in g s  
a r e  w  m d e r f u l  ; h u t  w e r e  t h e r e  n o  b e a u t i f u l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  a  b e n e 
f i c e n t  a n d  h o l y  c h a r a c t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e m , w e  
s h o u l d  n o t  l a b o u r  a  d a y  in  t h e  c a u s e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  w e  fe e l  
s u r e  M r .  C o o p e r  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t h e  Spiritual 'limes a n d  
o p e n e d  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  L y c e u m .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  u o t  o n l y  b y  i t s  
p h i l o s o p h y  a s s e r t s ,  h u t  b y  i t s  p h e n o m e n a  p r o v e s ,

1 s t — T h a t  d e a t h  is  o n l y  a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  c h a n g e .  T h a t  t h e  
b o d y  o n l y  g o e s  d o w n  t o  d u s t ,  w h i l s t  i t s  t e n a n t  o r  s p i r i t  l i v e s  t o  
fu l f i l  n e w  d e s t in ie s .

2 n d — T h a t  E t e r n a l  P r o g r e s s i o n  is  t h e  g r e a t  la w  o f  G o d  ; c o n 
s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e  e v i l  t h a t  m e n  d o  f iv e s  w i t h  t h e m  h e r e a f t e r ,  u n t i l  
t h e i r  s p i r i t s  h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  r e p e n t e d ,  a n d  b e c a m e  p u r i f i e d  b y  
t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  s u f f e r i n g  ; w h i l s t  t h e  g o o d  t h e y  d o  is  not, a s  
S h a k s p e a r e  s a y s ,  b u r i e d  in  t h e i r  g r a v e s , "  h u t  g i v e s  t h e m  t h e  
p o w e r  t o  a s p i r e  n e a r e r  t o  G o d .

3 r d — T h a t  m e r e  F a i t h ,  w i t h o u t  S e l f - e f f o r t ,  in  t h e  w a y  o f  L i f e -  
p u r i f i c a t io n ,  is  d e c e p t i v e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  s p i r i t  
r e a l is e s  h a p p in e s s  o r  m is e r y  a c c o r d i n g  n o t  t o  i t s  b e l ie f ,  h u t  i t s  l i fe . 
W e  a r e  t h u s  t a u g h t  t h a t  t  ie  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  L i f e  a r e  i n e v i t a b le ,  
a n d  t h a t  r e w a r d  f o l l o w s  V i r t u e  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  V i c e  w i t h  a n  u n 
e r r i n g  c e r t a i n t y .

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c la u s e s  in  t h e  c h a r t e r  
o f  H u m a n  L i f e .  W h e n  m e n  n o t  s im p l y  t h i n k ,  b u t  fcnou' t h i s ,  
w e  f e e l  t h e y  w i l l  f in d  a  s t r o n g e r  p r e v e n t iv e  o f  c r im e  t h a n  a l l  t h e  
g i b b e t s ,  p r i s o n s ,  a n d  f a ls e  t h e o l o g i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  o f  m o d e r n  s o c i e t y  
p u t  t o g e th e r .^  W e  h a v e  o n l v  g l a n c e d  a t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a u d  p h i l o 
s o p h i c a l  b e a r i n g s  o f  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  ; y e t  w e  f e e l  t h a t  
m e  h a v e  d o n e  s u f f i c i e n t  1 o  in s p i r e  t h e  t r u e  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  w i t h  
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a id  a  w o r k  s o  e x a l t e d  a s  t h a t  o f f e r e d  in  t h e  s e r v i c e  
o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

M r .  C o o p e r  h a s  d o n e  h is  p a r t  n o b l y .  H e  l ia s  p l a c e d  a  w e e k l y  
s p i r i t u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m o d i o u s  p r e m is e s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  
t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  A l l  t h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e n d e r  t h e s e  i n s t i t u 
t io n s  e f f e c t i v e  is  — m o n e y .  W e  t h e r e f o r e  e a r n e s t ly  a p p e a l  t o
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m e a n s ,  w h o  d e e m  o u r  w o r k  w o r t h y ,  t o  a id .u s ,  
t h a t  M r .  C o o p e r  m a y  n o t  lie p e r m i t t e d  l o n g e r  t o  h e a r  h e a v y  r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  ■' e n o u g h  t o  s in k  a  r o y a l  m e r c h a n t  d o w n , ' ’ a n d  t h a t  
t h e  o b je c t s  o f  t h e  L y c e u m , in  s u p p l y i n g  h o o k s ,  le c t u r e s ,  t r a c t s ,  
a n d  m e d iu m s ,  m a y  b e  f u l l y  a n d  u s e f u l ly  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  t h e  c o m 
m it t e e .  ( S i g n e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e )

H enry N orman L ivermore, Chairman, Pro. Tent.
Hi, Moreton-plaee, Belgrave-road, Pim lico.

C o m m u n ic a t i o n s  a u d  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  H e n r y  
N o r m a n  L i v e r m o r e ,  S p i r i t u a l  L y c e u m ,  1 4 . N e w m a u - s t . ,  O x f o r d -  
s t r e e t ,  W .  A l l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  h e  d u l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d .

P o s t - O f f i c e  O r d e r s  p a y a b le  a t  R a t h  h o n e  p la c e ,  O x f o r d - s t r e e t .

I  am  perfectly satisfied that phenomena, such as you describe, 
are genuine, and this from what I have seen and heard on 
evidence which I cannot doubt. vYimt they arise from I canuot 
tell. The physical phenomena which you describe are beyond all 
explanation ; hut still there may he physical forces we know- 
nothing of. The mental phenomena are vastly- more difficult. 
There must be, so far as we can see. some unseen intelligence 
rnix«d up in the matter. Spirit or no spirit, there is, at least, a 
reading of one mind by something out of that mind.

P rofessor 1)e M organ.
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E M M A  H A R D I N G E ’ S  F A R E W E L L  T O  H E R  A M E R I C A N  

F R I E N D S .

Paut T hir d .

F r o m  t h e  Banner o f  L ight.
“ Emma, y o u  m u s t  g o  o u t  a n i l  l e c t u r e  ! ”  S u c h  w e r e  t h e  w o r d s  
t h a t  c o n s t a n t l y  a s s a i l e d  m y  e a r s  f r o m  e v e r y  p e r s o n  a n d  s o u r c e ,  
t o  w i t :  in s p i r e d  m e d iu m s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s t r a n g e r s ,  v i s i t o r s  a t  m y  
c i r c l e s ,  a n d  o r d i n a r y  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  ; a n d  t h is  i r r u p t i o n  o f  c o i n 
c i d e n t  a d v i c e  w a s  p o u r e d  u p o n  m e  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  m y  
o w n  w is h e s ,  i n  a n t a g o n is m  t o  m y  c h e r i s h e d  o p i n i o n s  a n d  E n g l is h  
p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  w o m o n 's  s p e a k i n g  in  p u b l i c ,  a n d  d e t e r m in e d  
s p i r i t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  f ia t .  I  c a n  h a r d l y  n o w  r e 
m e m b e r  h o w  t h e  “  h a t e f u l ”  p r o p o s i t i o n  w a s  f i r s t  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
m e ,  u n t i l  “  E m m a , y o u  m u s t  g o  o u t  a n d  l e c t u r e ”  s e e m e d  t o  b e  
t h e i r  c a n t  p h r a s e .  T h e  p h a s e s  o f  t e s t  m e d iu m s h i p  w h i c h  I  h a d  
b e e n  i u d u s t r i o u s l y  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l ly  p r a c t i s i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
e i g h t e e n  m o u t h s  a l lu d e d  t o — s t r a n g e  t h o u g h  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  
m e ,  a s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  d i s e m b o d i e d  h u m a n  s o u ls  
— w e r e  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  a b n o r m a l  t o  m y  y o u t h f u l  e x p e r ie n c e s .  
T h e  r e v i e w  o f  m y  p a s t  l i f e  c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  a l l  i t s  p r o b l e m a t i 
c a l  s t r a n g e n e s s e s  w e r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  in  t h e  f a c t  o f  m y  e v o r  
h a v i n g  b e e n  b y  n a t u r e  a  “  m e d iu m ” — t h a t  I  h a d  a l w a y s  p o s 
s e s s e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  s e e in g  s p i r i t s ,  b e a r i n g  v o i c e s ,  d r e a m in g  
d r e a m s , " u t t e r i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s  p r o p h e c ie s ,  b e h o l d i n g  v i s i o n s  in  
t h e  p i c t u r e d  a i r ,  a n d ,  in  m y  s in g u l a r  “  w e i r d  y o u t h , ’ ’ a n d  “  w i t e h -  
l i k e ’ ’ c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h a t  l  w a s  a  r e a l  b o r n  * m e d iu m .”  A l l  t h i s  
I  h a d  g r o w n  t o  b e l i e v e  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e  a s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  m u c h  
t h a t  t o  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  f r i e n d s  h a d  b e e n  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  in  m y  
c h a r a c t e r  ; b u t  t h is  i d e a  o f  a  lady  l e c t u r i n g ,  o r ,  I  s h o u l d  s a y ,  in  
m o r e  s t r i c t  A m e r i c a n  v e r n a c u l a r ,  a  woman, w a s  a l t o g e t h e r  t o o  
s h o c k i n g  t o  m y  E n g l i s h  p r e j u d i c e s  t o  b o  e n d u r e d ,  e v e n  f o r  t h e  
s a k e  o f  t h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  w h i c h ,w i t h  e a c h  d a y 's  f r e s h  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  i t s  t r u t h  a n d  b e a u t y ,  I  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  l o v e  d e v o t e d l y ,  a n d  
f o r  w h ic h  l  h a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  g r e a t  p e c u n i a r y  a n d  s o c i a l  s a c r i 
f i c e s .

I n  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  t i t l e  o f “  l a d y ”  is  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  p e r s o n s  w h o ,  
b y  b i r t h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a r e  in  c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  w h e r e  
t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n *  a r e  o f  a  “  l a d y  l i k e ”  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h i le  t h e  t e r m  
'* w o m a n ”  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i e d ,  n o t  b y  w a y  o f  r e p r o a c h ,  b u t  
m e r e l y  in  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  l a b o u r i n g  
c la s s e s  o f  t h e  s e x .  I n  A m e r i c a  i t  is  o t h e r w is e  : t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  
a s p i r e s  t o  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  y o u r  c o o k ,  h o u s e m a id ,  o r  l a u n 
d r e s s ,  i s  “  t h e  l a d y , ”  w h i l s t  t h e  m is t r e s s ,  e m p l o y e r ,  o r  r e a l l y  
e d u c a t e d  f e m a l e  is  “  t h e  w o m a n .”  A f t e r  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s o m e w h a t  r e p u l s i v e  p r o c e s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  t h e s e  n i c e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  
I  d e t e r m in e d  t h a t  a n  E n g l i s h  " l a d y ”  c o u l d  n o t  b o  a n  A m e r i c a n  
“  w o m a n ” , a m i  t h a t  I  w o u l d  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  w e i r d  b o n d s  t h a t  
h e l d  m e — b o n d s  t h a t ,  w h e n s o e v e r  I  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  m y  
n a t i v e  la u d  a n d  “  p r o p e r  s p h e r e , ”  r e s t r a in e d  m e  w i t h  s o m e  m y s -  
I c r io u a  o b s t a c l e s ,  a n d  t h a t  b r e a k  t h is  s p e l l  I  would, s o m e h o w  ; 
t h e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  r e m a iu e d  w a s ,  t h e  w a y . I  f o r e s a w  t h a t  
i f  I  c o n t i n u e d  a m o n g s t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  t h e i r  s t r a n g e ,  m a g n e t i c  
in f l u e n c e  o v e r  m e , a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  t h e  e c s t a t i c  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t -  
c i r c l e s  I  w a s  h o l d i n g  a n d  a t t e n d i n g ,  w o u l d ,  s o o n e r  o r  la t e r ,  s u b 
j u g a t e  a n y  s h a d o w  o f  w i l t  I  h a d  l e f t ,  a n d  h a v e  m e  o u t  in  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  “ s t r o n g - m i n d e d  w o m a n ”  o n  t h e i r  p l a t f o r m s ,  
w h e t h e r  I  w o u l d  o r  n o .  I a t  l e n g t h  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  I  n e i t h e r  
o u g h t  o r  c o u l d  b r e a k  a w a y  f r o m  t h o s o  m y s t i c s  s u d d e n l y .  T o  
e f f e c t  m y  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  g r a d u a l l y  a m i  n a t u r a l l y ,  I  r e s o l v e d  t o  
p u t  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in  t h e  p a p e r ,  o f f e r i n g  w h a t  I  k n e w  t o  b e  
v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  a s  “  a  m u s ic a l  g o v e r n e s s  in  a  f a m i l y , ”  w h e r e  m y  
o w n  a n d  m y  m o t h e r 's  b o a r d  w o u l d  b e  r e c e iv e d  in  l i e u  o f  c o m 
p e n s a t i o n ,  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  I  s h a l l  b r e a k  u p  t h is  o d i o u s  
s p e l l ,  b e  e m p lo y e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n d i g n i t y  o f  s e r v i c e  ( a s  1 w o u l d  
r e c e i v e  n o  s a l a r y ) ,  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  l  r e c o v e r  m y  s e l f - p o s s e s s io n  
b y  a b s e u e «  f r o m  t h e s e  m a g i c i a n s ,  a u d  c a lm n e s s  o b t a i n e d  b y  o r d i 
n a r y  e m p lo y m e n t s ,  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  s e l f  w i l l  q u i e t l y  r e t u r n  h o m e  
t o  d e c e n t  l i f e  a n d  r a t io n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  o n c e  m o r e .

M y  s c h e m e ,  e v e n  n o w ,  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  p l a n n e d ,  
a m i  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  o b j e c t  I h a d  in  v i e w ,  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  s o m e  
o t h e r  p e r s o n  th a n  m y s e l f  s h o u l d  h  v o  c a r r ie d  i t  o u t .  H o w  fa r  
I  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  p e c u l i a r  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  m a d e  m o  i n s t r u m e n t a l  
in  o u t w o r k i n g  t h e  d e s t i n y  1 h a d  t o  fu l f i l ,  m a y  b e  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I n s te a d  o f  c a r r y i n g  m y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  
N o w  Y 'o r k  d a i l y  p a p e r s  f o r  i n s e r t io n ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  [ 'r e s e n t i n g  
i t  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sp iritual Telegraph, t h e  v e r y  s u r e s t  c h a n n e l  
in  w h ic h  1 m i g h t  e x p e c t  t o  r u n  i n t o  t h e  a r m s  o f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i c e  
f r o m ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d e m o n s  I f e a r e d .  I c a n n o t  n o w  a c c o u n t  f o r  
t h e  f a t a l i t y  t h a t  t o o k  m e  t h e r e ' ;  i t  is  e n o u g h  t h a t  t h i t h e r  1 w e n t ,  
p r e s e n t e d  m y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  A ir .  S , B . B rit  t a n ,  w h o ,  l i f t e r  
g l a n c i n g  o v e r  i t ,  l o o k e d  s t e a d i ly  a t  m e , s a y i n g ,  “ T h i s  n o t i c e  is  
f o r  y o u r s e l f ; w h y  in  t h e  w o r l d ,  E m m a , d o  y o u  t a k e  s u c h  a  s t e p  
a s  t h is  l D o  b e  p e r s u a d e d ,  a n d  g o  o u t  a m t  l e c t u r e , ”  & c ., & c . 
W h i l s t  h a t i n g  fa ls e h o o d  in  e v e r y  s h a p e ,  t h e  d e s j i e r a t i o n  o f  m y  
c a s e  h a d  t o  b e  m e t ,  a n d  1 l o l d l y  d e c l a r e d  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w a s  
“ f o r  a  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e , ”  a n d  m u s t  a p jm n r . A s  f o r  m y s e l f ,  o f  
c o u r s e  I  w a s  a  m e d iu m , a u d  d i d  n o t  n e e d  s u c h  a d v i c e .

M y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  p r o d u c e d  m e  t h r e e  o f f e r s  o f  m a r r i a g e  f r o m  
g e n t l e m e n  in  s e a r c h  o f  “  a f f in i t ie s ,”  f i v e  o r  s i x  c h a n c e s  o f  t a k in g  
f u l l  c h a r g e  o f  “  l i t t l e  f a m i l i e s , ”  n u m b e r i n g  n o t  o v e r  t w e l v e  
s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  a  s p r i n k l i n g  o f  o t h e r  e q u a l ly  a t t r a c t i v e  p o s i 
t io n s .  A lm o s t  in  d e s p a ir ,  I l i a d  r e s o l v e d  t o  g i v e  u p  h o p e  in  t h i s  
q u a r t e r ,  w h e n  I  r e c e iv e d  a  c a l l  f r o m  a  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  d e s i r e d  t o  
s e c u r e  m y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  m y  m o t h e r 's  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  f o r  h is  y o u n g  
w i f e ,  w h o  r e s id e d  in  a  l o n e l y  c o u n t r y  v i l l a g e ,  a n d  w a s  in  w a n t  
b o t h  o f  m u s ic a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s o c i e t y .  T h e  p r o s p e c t s  s e e m e d  
a g r e e a b le ,  th e  g e n t l e m a n  v e r y  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  f r i e n d l y  ; a l l  p r e 
l i m i n a r i e s  b e g a n  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e m s e lv e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  w h e n  m y  
v i s i t e r  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  w h o le  s c h e m e  b y  r e m a r k i n g ,  “  B y - t h e - b y e ,  
M is s  I l a r d i n g a ,  a r e  y o u  n o t  a  m e d iu m  1”  I  s t a m m e r e d  o u t  
s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  s l i g h t  k n o w l e d g e  I  h a d  o n  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  S p i r i t 
u a l is m , a d d i n g  t h a t  “  I  d e s i r e d  t o  d e v o t e  m y  t im e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  
in  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a n d  r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  
m a t t e r . ”  M y  v i s i t o r  w a s  s u r p r i s e d .  F r o m  t h e  f a c t  o f  m y  a d 
v e r t i s e m e n t  a p p e a r in g  in  a  s p i r i t u a l  p a p e r ,  h e  t h o u g h t  I  m u s t  b e  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  c a u s e — “ A n y  f o o l  b u t  m y s e l f  m i g h t  h a v e  
k n o w n  t h a t , ”  1  m e n t a l l y  e j a c u l a t e d — b e s id e s ,  l ie  a d d e d  h e  w a s  
n o  m e d iu m , y e t  r e c e i v e d  s t r o n g  im p r e s s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e s e  p o i n t e d  
t o  m e  a n d  m y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a s  c o r n in g  f r o m  a  v e r y  r e m a r k a b le  
m e d iu m .

B e f o r e  I  c o u l d  r e p l y  t o  t h is  e m b a r r a s s in g  s p e e c h ,  t h e  d o o r  
o p e n e d ,  a u d  i n y  f r i e n d  w i t h  w h o m  I  w a s  t h e n  b o a r d i n g ,  M r s .  E .  
J .  F r e n c h ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  r o o m  f u l l y  e n t r a n c e d .  W a l k i n g  u p  t o  m y  
v i s i t o r ,  s h e  a d d r e s s e d  h i m  b y  n a m e , a n d  t h o u g h  a  t o t a l  s t r a n g e r  
t o  h im , a n d  e n t i r e l y  u n a w a r e  o f  h i s  b u s in e s s  w i t h  m e , o r  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  o u r  i n t e r v i e w ,  s h e  a d d r e s s e d  h im  a s  i f  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
w h o le  s u b je c t ,  b a d o  h im  r e t u r n  t o  T r o y ,  n e a r  w h ic h  h e  r e s i d e d ,  
r e q u e s t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S p i r i t u a l  L e c t u r e s  t o  s e n d  m e  a n  i n 
v i t a t i o n  t o  s p e a k  o n  t h o i r  p l a t f o r m ,  w i n d i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  a s s u r 
a n c e  t h a t  b y  s o  d o i n g  h o  w o u l d  b e  o b e d i e n t  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  w is e , 
b e n e f i c e n t ,  a n d  p o w e r f u l  s p i r i t s ,  w h o  h a d  d e s t i n e d  m e  f o r  g r e a t  
u s e s  w h ic h  I  w a s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  e v a d e .

M y  v i s i t o r  w a s  d e l i g h t e d ,  a u d  t o o  m u c h  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  m e -  
d iu t n is t i c  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  t o  b o  in  t h e  l e a s t  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s  coup 
d'etat. A s  f o r  m o , I  f o u n d  t h a t  i n y  f a m o u s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  h a d  
b e e n  s w e e p i n g  a n d  g a r n i s h i n g  m y  h o u s e  f r e e  o f  o n e  d e v i l  o n l y  
t o  p r e p a r e  i t  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  s e v e n  d e v i l s  w o r s e  t h a n  t h e  
f o r m e r .  I  h a d  c u t  o p e n  a  w a y  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  h a l f - a - d o z e n  s p i r i t 
u a l  f o e s ,  a n d  fa l l e n  u p o n  a n  a r m y .

M r s .  F r e n c h , a u d  h e r  n e w a l l y ,  G e n e r a l  B u l l a r d ,  o f  W a t e r f o r d ,
N . Y . ,  w e r e  a  h o s t , a g a i n s t  w h o m  I  w a s  p o w e r le s s .  T h e  G e n e r a l  
s a id  t h e  T r o y  p l a t f o r m  w a s  v e r y  s e le c t  ; t h a t  n o n e  b u t  f ir s t - c la s s  
s p e a k e r s  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  e n g n g e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  c h a n c e  
i f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  dr but o f  a n  u n 
t r i e d  s p e a k e r ; b u t  b e  w o u l d  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  i t ,  a u d  in  c a s e  o f  
f a i l u r e ,  s e c u r e  m e  ”  s c o r e s  o f  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . ”  M r s .  F r e n c h  
k n e w  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  c o n s e n t .  I  w a s  s u r e ,  i f  t h e  s a id  
C o m m i t t e e  w e r e  c o m m o n l y  s a n e ,  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  ; a n d  o f  t h i s  I  
w a s  s o  c o n f id e n t ,  t h a t  L c o n c l u d e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b y  t h e  p r o m i s e  
t h a t  i f  t h e  s a id  C o m m i t t e e  w e r e  f o o l s  e n o u g h  t o  i n v i t o  m e  o n  
s u c h  a  r i s k ,  1 w o u l d  a d d  a n o t h e r  f o o l  t o  t h e  c r o w d  b y  a c c e p t i n g  
t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  T h r e e  d a y s  la t e r ,  M r s .  F r e n c h  a g a in  e n t e r e d  m y  
r o o m  w i t h  a n  u n o p e n e d  l o t t o r  in  h e r  h a n d , w h i c h  t h e  p o s t m a n  
h a d  j u s t  l e f t .  B e f o r e  L c o u l d  b r e a k  t h e  e n v e l o p e ,  s h e  i n f o r m e d  
m e , in  t h e  t r a n c e  s t a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  a  c o r d i a l  i n v i 
t a t i o n  f o r  m o  t o  s p e a k  a t  T r o y ,  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S u n d a y .  S h e  
g a v o  s e v e r a l  s e n t e n c e s  in  t h e  l e t t e r  w o r d  f o r  w o r d ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  
w r i t t e n ,  a n d  t h e n  d i c t a t e d  a n  a n s w e r  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  o n  m y  p a r t , 
w h ic h  I w r o t e  a n d  m a i le d  a l m o s t  w i t h i n  te u  m in u t e s  o f  t h e  r e 
c e i p t  o f  t h e  T r o y  l e t t e r ,  a n d  q u i t e  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  I  h a d  a  v e r y  
t h o r o u g h  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  w h e r e  I  w a s ,  a u d  w h a t  I  w a s  d o in g -  
W h e n  t h is  d e s i r a b l e  k n o w l e d g e  d i d  d a w n  u p o n  m e , I  f o u n d  1 
w a s  c o m m i t t e d  b e y o n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e t r e a t .  T h i s  w a s  'I o n -  
d a y .  O n  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  S u n d a y ,  J u l y  5 t h ,  1 8 5 7 , t h e  d e e d  w a s  t o  
he a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  a n d  I ,  t h a t  h a d  n e v e r  s p o k e n  a n  u n s t u d ie d  
w o r d  in  p u b l i c  in  in y  l i f e ,  o r ,  in d e e d ,  in  p r i v a t e  c i r c l e s  e i t h e r —  
e x c e p t  in  s u c h  a  s t a t e  o f  s o m i - t r a n c e  a s  l e f t  m o  n o  c a p a c i t y  to  
j u d g e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  m y  s p e e c h — I, t h e  s c o r n f u l  d e n u n c i a t o r  o f  
a l l  s u c h  e x h i b i t i o n s  in  o t h e r s ,  w a s  t o  g o  o n  a  p u b l i c  p l a t f o r m  a n d  
s p e a k  o n  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  o c c a s i o n s  ; a b o u t  w h a t  I  k n e w  n o th in g »  
a u d  h o w  I  k n e w  n o t .  R a c k e d  w i t h  s e l f - r e p r o a c h  a n d  a n t i c i p a 
t io n  o f  d i s g r a c e ,  I a t  la s t  s e t  t o  w o r k  t o  w r i t e  a  d i s c o u r s e  f o r  o n e  
o f  t h o s o  o c c a s i o n s .  T h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  o c c u p i e d  m o  u u t i l  W e d 
n e s d a y  m o r n i n g .  A t  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  o n e  o f  m y  f a m i l i a r  s p ir it s ,  
a d d r e s s i n g  m e , a s  u s u a l ,  i n  a  f o r m  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  c r o s s - e x a m i n a 
t io n ,  t o  w h ic h  m y  g u i d e s  c o n s t a n t ly  s u b je c t  m o , a s k e d —

W h a t  is  E m m a  c o v e r i n g  s o  m u c h  w h i t e  p a p e r  w i t h  black 
s c r a t c h e s  f o r  1— I  a m  w r i t i n g  t h e  l e c t u r e  y o u  w a n t  m e  t o  m a k e  
f o r  y o u ,  I r e p l i e d .

F o r  w h o m , E m m a  ?— F o r  s p i r it s ,  I  a n s w e r e d  s u l k i ly  ; s in c e  
y o u  w i l l  h a v e  i t  s o .

•Spirits w i l l  n o t  l e t  E m m a  r e a d  l e c t u r e s ,  w a s  t h e  r e j o i n d e r .  S h e  
w i l l  s p e a k ,  n o t  r e a d ,  f o r  s p i r i t s .—  1 c a n n o t  s p e a k , I pleaded, 1 h a v e  
n o t  c o u r a g e  ; f  d a r e  n o t  ; 1 m u s t  r e a d .

W e  s h a l l  t a k e  a w a y  y o u r  e y e s ig h t . ,  w a s  t h e  c o o l  a n s w e r .  .
A nd I kiiEw, from eighteen m ouths’ complete experience °* 

their jKiwer and promise*, that they would and could do this-
A  n e w  t h o u g h t  s t r u c k  iu e . I n e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  remonstrate.



Saturday, August 12,1865.] T HE  S P I R I T U A L  T I ME S . 25a

I do not now, never did, find that the spirits 1 can best trust 
®ver change. I would study my lecture. I had a very large 
apartment I used for a musical academy and choice meeting- 
room. Up and down this I paced unceasingly until late on 
Thursday night. I did not make much headway, for somehow 
I seemed to h ive lost the faculty of memorising ; but thought I 
could at least recollect the leading points I had written of one 
lecture, whilst tor the second I had already determined I would 
lie taken seriously ill, or commit suicide.

About eleven o'clock on Friday morning, as I was pacing my 
Apartment for the final rehearsal of my part, th e  v o ic e  de
manded—

Why does Emma wear out her shoes in traversing this apart
ment 1 And how many more miles is Emma going to walk 
here ?—I am trying to study this stuff, I answered, since 1 may 
Dot read it.

We shall take away your memory, was the satisfactory re
sponse.

And then followed an assurance that if I would trust to 
spirits, and by their counsel work for the world, never put in a 
newspaper puff, never write to solicit an engagement, but be 
faithful to them and the truth, they, would inspire and guard, 
and care for me ; that they had led me on through all the varied 
And romantic incidents of a very strange life, from my cradle up 
fo this point; that my peculiar education, occupations, associa
tions, and misfortunes, had all been links in the chain that fet
tered me to that hour. Promises followed, unnecessary here to 
transcribe. Suffice it to say, every year, month, day, and hour 
of my subsequent life has witnessed some part of their fulfilment.

It must be remembered, however, that I did not enter into my 
Part of the compact then and there. In fact I was fairly aghast 
at the desperation of my position, and demanded the lapse of the 
fearful trial Sunday before I dared say, “ I can trust the 
epirits.1’

(T o  be con clu d ed  in  o u r  n e x t .)

JEAN H ILLA IR E .

( C onclu ded  fro m  Page  239.)

In February, 1864, Monsieur Auguste Bez passing, through the depart
ment of Charente Inféviure, went round by Le Brion on purpose to see 
Hillaire, who promised hint a stance. Everything was proceeding as 
Usual, and Hillaire had announced three spirits ; Catherine Begeon, M. 
“ ez’a mother, Felicia, before mentioned, and St. Bernard, who seems 
especially^ protect the spiritual society of St. Jean d’ Angelv.

Catherine Begeon held n ring in her hand, and the two other spirits 
"  ere concentrating all their power upon her. Suddenly, with one bound, 
'he medium sprang upon the table, stretched forth his hand, and received 
'he longed-for ring ; it lay on the palm of his hand, visible to every one. 
After a few minutes he let it fall upon the table, but it seemed fixed to 
'he table, and did not roll, asunder other conditions it must have done. 
The ring was now passed round, and proved, on examination, to be made 
°f very solid gold. Hillaire, in the meantime, inquired of the spirits 
"bother it was material, or whether it would vanish as suddenly as it had 
nome. He was impressed to write these words—

This ring is for you, dear Hillaire, and may you keep it all your Ufo.— 
Catherine Begeon.

Having expressed thanks tor the special grace vouchsafed to him, the 
Jbedium asked which finger he should wear the ring on ; and the third 
unger of the left hand was selected. It was found to be ¡much too large, 
And would have fallen off the thumb, even. Several of the sceptical 
Spectators said—

This time the spirits have surely made a mistake ; thev dfd not measure 
exactly.

Twice Hillaire took off the ring, and passed it round for general inspec- 
''°n. After replacing it on his finger he endeavoured to take it off, but 
'°und it impossible, for it had grown smaller. Everyone thought he must 
'njure his finger in his effortB to withdraw it. He then threaded his way 
through the crowd, and singling out a Monsieur Batard, exclaimed—

Ah i you who aro still so sceptical And doubtful, take it off, if you can !
. jh is person grasped his finger, and after many efforts, only succeeded 
111 breaking the skin j but the ring was ever immovable. He acknow
ledged that at the moment Hillaire approached him, he was entertaining 
t*°ubu of the medium’s veracity’, but that they were now set at rest for 
®Ve?. Hillaire, still asleep, passed into the adjoining apartment, and 

t̂urned bearing in his arms the large glass case containing the bouquet 
*nd the inscription, w'hich he had determined, before the meeting, upon 
Putting into the next mom, because he thought it ought not to be exposed 
0 general view. He now deposited it on a table where all might view it, 

‘ «ying—
The truth must not be hid.

...That same evening, after the stance had been brought to a conclusion, 
Hillaire saw the spirit o f St. Bernard. A current of some subtle fluid 
•cenied passing from his right hand to the ring, which then became 
■gnter and tighter, but as he withdrew the fluid it expanded. A ll these 

manifestations, however, exhausted the medium excessively, and his 
"ends were anxious that there should be no more stances until lie had 

Rained strength. One evening he was quietly seated with the Vitit 
aitiily around their hearth. Monsieur Bez being present, and they 
Ccrmined not to mention the spirits on Hillaire’s account ; the conversa- 

on mesmerism, and Monsieur Bez tried his powers on Hillaire, 
no speedily fell asleep, but taking up a pencil, he wrote that spirits had 
Etherised him, and not Monsieur Bez, whose mother gave the com

munication, adding, that good spirits would take charge of the medium. 
Hillaire then arose, and addressing Catherine Begeon, asked, “  Whither 
am I going, good spirit?”  and passed through the kitchen into his bed
room. He described travelling through unknown lands, passing snow 
clad mountains, had weather, terrific winds blowing the snow all round 
him ; and shivering, with a trembling voice, exclaimed—

Oil, it is too cold I
He crouched under his blankets, and for about ten minutes seemed 

suffering from great exposure to inclement atmosphere. Then gettine 
up, he said—

What town can this be. Oh, mv father, I am so cold. Who can 
understand me here P

Monsieur Bez touched Hillaire‘s hand and found it burning ; a clear 
proof that his spirit was completely separated from the body, and capable 
of very different sensations. To Monsieur Bez every word uttered by 
Hillaire had a meaning. He recognised the journey as that leading to 
his home, in a village on a mountain near the Pyrenees. At that time of 
year (February), lie knew that the cold must be intense in those parts. 
Hillaire then described a house most minutely, and said—

But what do I see in the chamber on the first floor looking on to the 
court yard ? A corpse richly dressed, and it seems to smile at me.

Monsieur Bez feared lest he was about to learn the death of some 
relative ; but Hillaire wrote—

Fear nothing, my son, this corpse is mine, Catherine Begeon,
He then described the death-bed of Monsieur Bez’s mother, which had 

taken place nine years previously. Even the last words she uttered were 
recorded—

Tell my son, Auguste, to remember his mother, and to think on these, 
her last words, “  My son, fear God, and keep His commandments.”

Hillaire described Monsieur Bez entering the room, and kissing the 
corpse, and wrote—

My son, though you knew I was really dead, yet when you saw me you 
thought I was still alive, and it was only at the moment that your lips 
touched my icy cheek, that the truth was forced upon you.

Several messages of affection were given by this spirit to her son, and 
the stance was prolonged till late, and at its close Hillaire felt excessively 
fatigued and ill. In a few days ho was obliged to take to his bed, anil 
was totally unable to eat or sleep. For nearly a month his life was 
despaired of. His ftiends assembled round him, and nursed him with the 
greatest care, he alone talking of hia recovery. One great source of dis
appointment to him was the total absence of his spirit friends. lie  con
tinued in this weak state throughout the month of March ; but one day, 
early in April, his friends had the great happiness to see him sink into a 
peaceful slumber, for he had not slept for more than thirty days ; but 
they were much alarmed when, raising himself, Hillaire begged for pencil 
and paper, and commenced writing very rapidly. They earnestly prayed 
that God would not allow the Bpirits to exhaust the invalid, but he 
exclaimed—

Fear not, this is my angel doctor come to cure me.
Ilis right hand now passed slowly over «very portion of his body, 

commencing at the crown of his head, lie  seemed listening very 
attentively to the sound produced as he tapped his body. ■ His friends 
held their breath, and were speechless with amazement, when suddenly 
loud screams hurst in upon the silence, and Hillaire waa soized with 
violent convulsions. His hand waa tapping his left side, just over the 
region of the heart. l ie  wrote—

No, I will not undertake tho whole responsibility. I require a con
sultation ; nnd added, my angel doctor has left me, and reposed quietly.

In the course of five minutes he started up, exclaiming—
He has returned.
The same scene took place, the same screams, the same contortions. 

Evidently the doctors could not agreo, and a long discussion ensued, 
audible to all, uttered by Hillaire’s lips. It lasted for twenty minutes, 
and was filled with technical expressions, nnd Latin and Greek words, 
which no one present could understand; but this discussion led to no 
results, and a third doctor had to be called. Everything passed as before ; 
but it was obvious to nil how different were the intonations and manner 
of the medium ns the different physicians spoke through him. Finally 
he wrote a prescription, and awoke much fatigued. A decoction was to 
be made of twenty different ingredients—flowers, roots, branches, leaves, 
Ac., with all the quantities prescribed to be taken several times a day 
until the patient was quite restored to health. By the end of the month 
Hillaire had regained his appetite and usual strength. Sleep refreshed 
him, and he was enabled to receive spiritual manifestations without any 
great fatigue.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Wn do not hold ourselves responsible for tho opinions expressed by 
our correspondents.

ORGANIZATION.

To the Editor of the S p iritu a l Tim es.

Sir,— I have read, with extreme interest, as I do everything emanating 
from the same well-filled and hnppily proportioned mind, Mr. Brevier's 
address on Organization in your last number; and us I find myself at 
odds with him on both the general principle and some of the details of 
his article, perhaps you will find room for a few strictures thereon, which 
I shall endeavour to compress into as narrow a compass as justice to the 
suhject will permit.

It is not often 1 find myself in disagreement with Mr. Brevior j and i 
have so much respect for his ability, and thoughtfulness, and amplitude 
of information, as well as earnest desire to do justice to whatever theme 
he considers, that 1 cannot hut with extreme diffidence present opposing



254 T H E  S P I R I T U A L  T I ME S [Saturday, August 12, 186.;.

conclusions. Nevertheless, I shall speak as freely as I believe he would 
wish me, and illustrate my respect for him by no circumlocutory deference 
of phrase, but rather by the assumption that he will understand the spirit 
and object of my remarks, and accept even the severest criticism, should 
any come, in the same genial temper in which it is delivered.

Upon the abstract question of Organization—of Organization of some 
kind, and directed to tome ends—there seems to be a pretty general 
agreement. Mr. Brevior himself, indeed, advocates “ some kind of 
Organization to sustain and render more efficient the work carried on 
in the Spiritual Lyceum :— to lighten the responsibility of its proprietor, 
and the labours of its manager;" and “ to manage the regular delivery of 
lectures, the issue of tracts, to make the place as neat, and orderly, and 
attractive, and useful as possible.’ ’ lint having done this, he adds that 
Organization of a much larger scope is contemplated—“ a general Organ
ization of Spiritualists into a distinct body—a Society according to some, 
a Church according to others, for the better defence and diffusion of the 
principles we hold and it is against this latter that he directs his most 
powerful artillery of erudition, wit and wisdom.

Sympathising extensively with him—agreeing entirelv with him. in 
fact, in all his strictures upon the evils incident to the Organizations he 
specifically alludes to— l still think that his oppositionisoveidone,—that 
evils are attributed to Organization, which are more properly referable to 
the bases and objects of the particular Organizations criticised,— that 
some of his conclusions are not fairly deducible from I is premises,—that, 
indeed, in more than one instance, the very opposite is the legitimate 
conclusion to be drawn ; and 1 believe that a middle ground can he 
reached within which, avoiding the vicious extremes of both sides, very 
beneficent objects are to he accomplished by Organization which are 
attainable by no other means.

Mr. Urevior points out the very obvious distinction between Organiza
tions for material purposes and those tor spiritual purposes; be admits 
their perfect adaptation in the one case and denies it in the other ; “  A 
joint-stock company may do very well for a bank, or a brewery, nr a 
cotton manufactory; but a joint-stock company, with limited liability, 
for the promotion of Spiritualism, would, I urn afraid, turn out a verv 
bad speculation.”  He roguishly adds, “  I could not recommend anyone 
to take stock in i t : it would stand no chance in competition with the 
elegant simplicity of the three-per-cents, or the Post Office Savings 
Iiank-

Now, it so happens that in this world, though the spiritual is capable 
of being discriminated from the material, it is never divorced from it; 
and iri many cases their union is so intimate that the attainment of the 
one involves the attainment of the other. Take, for example, the publi
cation and saleofspiritunl works, or, to confine our view to one, let assay 
the “ SPUtiTUAL Tuns.”  Could not a greater success be had, viewing it 
primarily hs a commercial speculation, were the Organization for its pro 
duction and distribution more complete than it is? Were an individual 
appointed who should make it his business to find an agent in each im
portant town in the kingdom, and such other plans taken as would 
quickly suggest themselves to an active committee, or sub committee of
publications-rwould not its success he more assured ? And with that_
its mere material result— would there not necessarily lie another, the 
result spiritual, in the propagation of the truth and all the beneficent 
issues thereof? An Organization which should earnestly lake up this 
matter, which should devote itself to ►haring the responsibility with the 
present proprietor, supplying new capi‘ al for the improvement of the 
journal, and securing its distribution, would possibly accomplish the 
double object of making it pay, and propagate the truths ol Spiritualism 
at the same time.

■ Hut if it did not pay ? Well, Mr. Urevior hns said, “  we must count 
not to gam, but to lose; wo must appeal not to selfish hut to self denting 
motives." W hv. then, should he not intite Ins friends to take stock in 
this company ? They don’ t go in to make three or any other per cents. 
They go in to do service to mankind. In this object they— I was going 
to say cannot fail—but certainly they need not contemplate failure, A 
certain amount of success cannot he denied them. Going in with pure 
intent,, and operating with wise means, tbeirsuccess may he quite beyond 
ail expectation; and may yield them a spiritual profit, compared with 
which that of the three-per-cents, or the Post-Oifice Savings Hank is 
unworthy of mention. And yet this may be done mainly by this decriod 
Organization: and, curiously enough. Organization primarily applied to 
the matt rial object o f circulating n journal !

Herein, according, to .V1r. Urevior, Organization bus its fitting purpose. 
But who does not sec that in this very thing, ns in "  managing the delivery 
of lectures,”  and “  the issue of tracts,”  would ho involved all the perni
cious consequences attributed by him to Organization of the grander 
kind, if such consequences be, as he assumes, inherent in the Organiza
tion itself, and not merely in the errors combined with it ?

Ought this not to beget the query, whether lie has not committed some 
mistake ?— whether the wrong» he denouucisare not rather the accidents 
than the necessary consequences of Organization, referable, as I have 
said, to the narrow bases and objects of the Organizations, rather than to 
1 he Organizations themselves ? Mr. Jlrevior points out the varieties of 
opinion among Spiritualists, and maintains that their existence would 
precludo united action. Ho alludes, in very strong terms, to one class of 
Spiritualists, at present mainly to be found in I’rnncu and on the Conti
nent, who hold theories which, to him, *• are simply absurd and blasphe
mous but ** another speaker, on the contrary, has asserted that those 
who entertain these vagaries are the * liberal and advanced Spiritualists ’ ’ 
and then he adds. “  You see the difference is radical ami fundamental,”  
and *’ does not admit of reconcilement ”  Therefore (this, or nothing, ap
pears to be the necessary inference, though Mr. U , in the present case, 
rather leaves it to implication than avows it by direct expression), an Or
ganization to inctude these extremes is an impossibility ; or, if n possibi
lity, it could lead to no good end,—“  the very object of the Organization 
would be defeated.”

Now, if these objections have any validity nt all, it must be obvious, 
on the mere statement that they apply as forcibly to a commit tee “ to 
manage the regular delivery of lectures”  and the “  Issue of tracts,”  as they 
can do to any other Organization, even the “  more cómprele usivc union"

against which the heavy artillery of Mr. Brevior's discourse is levelled. 
If a “  free platform”  can be erected for managing the lectures and printed 
publications of the Society, and I can see no difficulty in that, surely the 
same safeguards can be taken for protecting the individual conscience in 
the larger Organization within which the committee charged with these 
duties may abide ? The only thing needful to this appears to he the 
frank and faithful acceptance and acknowledgment, on the part of every 
member, and of the whole Society, of the right of individual judgment; nay. 
I would rather sav, as implying the ethical basis and object of the So
ciety, the duty of individual judgment; since, in the fulfilment of this 
duty, the mustering of every truth which comes within the range of the 
hitman mind, every opportunity within the individual’s power ought to 
he availed of, and the general object of the Society should surely be to 
encourage and aid the free spiritual development of its members.

I. for one, cannot conceive of any opinion conscientiously entertained 
which ought to exclude an individual from such a Society. I may think 
many o f the opinions held by members, or would-be members, absurd, 
and even “  detestable but so far from that operating as a reason for 
refusing them admission, or precluding my co-operation with them.it 
would be an additional incentive towards both. Their opinions appear 
to me to be foolish. Give them the opportunity of developing them be
fore me, and either their folly may be made apparent to themselves, or 
the imperfection of my view may lie rectified. Even the doctrine of Mr. 
Brevior’s especial detestation, earnestly entertained, as it is said to be, 
by men who may be presumed to be as anxious to get at the truth as 
ourselves, why should it not be fully exposited ? It is perfectly possible 
there m -y lie n truth in it which our prejudices merely prevent us from 
seeing. If not, would not the healthy horror of the doctrine, if it be 
healthy, which some of us could not but manifest, be it>elfa reason forits 
upholders reconsidering it ? And if it be thu vagary which it is sup
posed, are wo doing our duty by its advocates ami proselytes in excluding 
them from association with those who could possibly convert them to 
higher and nobler views?

'J’ liia brings mo to the inherent vice, not of association or Organization 
in itself, hut of all associations based on creeds, ami not providing within 
themselves for change and development of opinion. All the evils which 
the censor of the various religious Organizations ot tile world has pointed 
out. are distinctly referable to this conservatism of the opinions of their 
originators, and to the mis-developed feelings of their pnrtiznns. A true 
Spiritual Society will bo as broau as humanity, and will make provision 
fur the inclusion of every thinker willing to join it. It will erect no bar- 
tier of opinion against any man. On the other hand, and by natural 
cot,sequence, it will he responsible for the opinions of nolle ; nor will its 
members lie compromised by tile opinions of each other. It should he 
a Inidv of truth seekers, not dogmatists, though no dogmatist need lie, nr 
should he. excluded, except by bis own will. I slnmld be extremely 
surprised if the particular “  Truth-seeker,’ to whoso hasty thoughts I am 
now replying. should refuse to join such a Society as this. Surely an 
Organization like this, rejecting all “ outward bonds,”  “  light and elastic” 
in nil its parts, illustrating unity of spirit amidst diversity of opinion, and 
seeking always more harmony by the union of seeming opposites, is nota 
mere dream, l.ut a possibility of the ages? It is not too soon to attempt 
it, if a clear judgment of Us basis and objects can be formed and concur
red in. 1 quite agree with Mr. Urevior, however, that right thinking in 
this matter, as in must others, is essentia! to right doing ; and I should 
deprecate auv hasty and inconsiderate action, which might beget failure. 
I.et the subject, thereto e, ho well canvassed, and let there be no misun
derstanding a- to what is going to be attempted. It is not necessary that 
vour plan shall he all realised lit once. But it is necessary that whatever 
you do shall hear relation to, nr tit least not ho inconsistent with, the 
i.irger plan which may exist, for the present, in idea merely. This, Í 
think, is giniided sufficiently by adopting thu principle of thu right and 
dutv ol individual judgmotr, fully, trmikly. ami unreservedly. Even the 
implication which would riecos-aiily be at the bottom of an Organization 
of Spiritualist» might not to bo dogmatically asserted to the exclusion of 
Materialists. The Society shoriltl court the criticisin'of even its must 
cherished faith ; and if so in its widest principle, then necessarily and 
freely so iu ull subordinate ones, and in every variety of thought concern
ing them.

Mr. Brievor asserts that the desire for Organization implies a conscious
ness of weakness, a want of vitality,anit.is not the sign of life, but rather of 
incipient decay. It may lie so, though equally it may not. lie states 
no universal and unconditional principle, but rather an individual, or if 
a general, at least, a conditional, fact. Either this, or he is inconsistent 
with himself. “  Organization,”  says he, “  ia the poor human substitute 
for deep conviction and earnest faith ”  we want more and fuller lifer 
and in its place we are offered a sorry piece of mechanism.”  Yet he 
afterwards rays, and says truly, that “  Organization is not the cause, but 
the product of life "  This is the universal principle; ho must reconcile 
it with his previous assertion. I f  the vitality be low, the Organisation 
will he weak and shortlived ; but that it is the sign of some lile is indis
putable. It may bo that those now most anxious for Organization desire 
to supplement their own weakness by the added vitality of other». B 
may be that there are not pith and enthusiasm, nrtd self-denial enough i» 
tho whole scattered flock of Spiritualists to originate and develop 
healthy, powerful Organism. This is tho fact to lie proved ; but that 
can never he done by inconsistent arguments against the principle- 
Certainly those known to me who desire some Organization, are not the 
least earnest and vital of tho hody Tho desire for Organization is at 
mice the result o f u consciousness of individual weakness, and the proof 
o f a certain degree of vital power, and of a belief that united effort wtl 1 
accomplish what individual effort cannot. How much power there >* 
will become apparent by tho final result. Hut every Organization the 
world has seen has had its origin tit vitality, not decay. Strange, that the 
very cases alluded to by Mr. Urevior, did not save him from error on this 
point. True, that every successful Organization has had its pivotal man
ís there no one among the Spiritualists who, having a superfiux of the 
principle of life in himself, will not attract others into relationship, and 
so sulisidiso their powers as to build up a suitable Organism for the accom
plishment of all thut is desirable ? Will not Mr. Cooper he the VV e»L-y
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ot' Spiritualism, and, avoiding the errors of his suggested prototype, 
evolve an Organization which shall do for Spiritualists nomething com
mensurate with what Methodism has done for Wesleynns ?

Hut, says Mr. Brevior, in allusion to the law of individual liberty, 
which is the corrective of the wrongs inflicted by all creed-bound associa
tions upon their members, “  If you admit freedom into your Organiza
tion, just to the extent that you do so, you impair its efficiency.”  That, 
I reply, depends entirely upon the objects of your Organization. Should 
Rs purpose be to make mere machine* of its members, as in the ease of an 
army—yes. But if its design be to preserve them iiee men, voluntarily 
co-operating towards such ends as their individual consciences approve, 
am} their faculties and inclinations qualify and induce them to engage in 
attaining—assuredly no. The methods of the one Organization must be 
different from those of the other. It will not, to minds hasty for results, 

to accomplish as much as the other. Yet it may really do more. 
Hut into questions of this kind I may not at present enter. All I am 
concerned to do is to negative the influence of false analogies, which can 
tend only to confuse the subject in some minds And Mr Brevior, 
besides the fallacious general analogy now partially exposed, has, con- 
trary to his wont, made confusion worse confounded, by throwing in 
several subordinate tropes aid figures, which are made to do duty for 
Arguments, hut which could only tell with individuals in a condition of 
fog wherein the relations of things were not clearly perceived. Liberty 

Organization, says he, “  Are the opposite poles of the magnet and 
then changing his figure, he adds, “  You may have your money, or you may 
have vour cake ; but you cannot have both.”  I prefer the former 
analogue to the latter. I think it is considerably more exact. But it ¡9 
far from supporting Mr. Brevior’s view of the case, and I suspect that it 
was this—perhaps unconsciously to himself—which made his mind flit to 
tt less happy, hut, for his purpose, more suitable analogy. Granted, that 
they “ .are the opposite poles of the magnet." When has Mr. B. ever 
seen the poles of the magnet divorced from each other ? A more unfor
tunate analogy for his argument could not have been hit upon. Not only 
can both be had together, but you literally cannot have the one without the 
other! Given, the magnet, the opposite poles must be there. It is for 
Us so to relate them as to produce the alternate action and reaction, whence 
progression comes. The perfect application of antagonal forces is the 
whole art of life. I am persuaded that Mr. Brevior will review his dis
course upon this subject, and give the benefit o f his fine intellect to the 
movement in favour of associated action. He sees the folly of certain 
applications which have been made of the doctrine of the “ Sovereignty 
°* the individual.”  Let him apply his mind to the resolution of the 
problem of Individual Sovereignty combined with Social Activity, and I 
doubt not, ere loijg, a scheme will be evolved which, whilst it may not 
Accomplish all that the ardent desire, will afford a clear ground of co
operative usefulness for all classes of Spiritualists, and finally present to 
the world their “ Spirit" of united Law and Liberty enshrined in a per- 
tectly fitttng, elastic, healthy and robust, though needlessly-dreaded 
' Organization."— I am. sir, yours Ac., L.

P.S.—la m  very much dissatisfied with the foregoing comments, they
imperfectly express the ideas 1 wished to develop. I can, however, 

*t the moment, do no better. Some future opportunity may be allowed 
n*e to supplement their deficiencies. L.

SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS IN NOTTINGHAM.

Confession of the Spirit  of D r. P ritchard .

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
Sir,—I have this morning read your remarks concerning Dr. 

Pritchard, in your excellent article, ou “Civilisation—its Supreme 
Criminals," and which I think every lover of trutli and justice 
must appreciate. I also noticed the article on “ Spirit-Knock- 
mg." On the night of the 2nd instant I attended a meeting of 
spiritualists, at the house of Mr. Jeddiah Hitchcock, Groat 
Alfred-street, Nottingham, whose wife is a medium through 
whom the spirits speak. Several spirits gave lengthy and in
ductive addresses to those assembled. At some meetings the 
spirits of the departed are permitted to address their friends, 
who are still in the flesh.

A spirit manifested himself who said he had terminated his 
mortal life a few days previously, in satisfying the law for the 
murder of his wife by poison. He said he was guilty of the 
Cr>me for which he had suffered, and begged of all present to 
pray for him. He seemed very dejected and conscience-stricken, 
and bis wretchedness and misery so great, that he had scarcely 
Power sufficient to raise the medium from the earth. Indeed, 
when lie first manifested himself, he seemed so afraid or ashamed 

make himself known, that evidently he would not have done 
8o> had not a higher power impelled him forward. While pome 
Were praying for him, according to his request, and one was 
asking him whether he had a ray of hope, or if any light had 
Woken in upon him as tv what was in store for him iu the future 

wife manifested herself through another medium, and 
slowly made her way to him. He was already kneeling upon 
t'le floor, but upon her approach he sank still lower ; his misery 
B®emed so great at the sight of his murdered wife, that if it were 
Possible he would have hidden himself in the earth. Ho asked 
ber why she had come there to torment him I (What greater 
devil do we need than conscience ?) The sight of his murdeied 
vmtim seemed more than he could bear. He tried to wave her 

îs band and to keep her from him, but the fond and 
affectionate spirit of his faithful wife, although the victim of his

cruelty, would not be repulsed. She pressed forward, dropped 
on her knees by his side, tried to raise him, and clasped her 
arms around him ; pressing him to her bosom, and laying her 
head on his shoulder, she wept in grief for the sufferings of her 
still beloved husband. She begged of him to speak to her, and 
told him that she still loved him, and had come there to comfort 
and pray for him. She had forgiven him, and he must ask God 
to do so. This more than human kindness—this fountain of 
love and affection opened for him in the pure heart of his wife, 
aud the concern which she manifested for him, seemed more than 
he could withstand. It heaped coals of fire upon his head, and 
added so much to his wretchedness, and misery, and remorse of 
conscience, that he could uo longer bear her presence, and he 
tried vigourously to shake her off, but without success. But 
vain were her efforts to effect a reconciliation, for although she 
again pleaded earnestly with him to speak to her, he answered 
not a word. In a short time she arose from her knees, com
plained of his unkindness, and hoped we would pray for both 
him and herself.

Such was the affecting scene witnessed by many, who will not 
soon forget the lesson thus taught them. Make what use you 
think proper of this letter, and believe me, sir,

Yours sincerely
August 9, 1865. TnoMAs Taylor.

THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE.
To the Editor of the S piritual Times.

Sir,—The following extract, from the B io g ra p h y  o f  th e  E m 
p r e s s  J oseph in e, in connection with prophecy or seership, may not 
prove uninteresting. The writer says :—

“ We cau hardly neglect the record here of an incident which 
may provoke the smile of many a reader, but it was so strange an 
event that it put forth au influence upon the fancy of Josephine 
till the last day of her life. If it may seem to border upon the 
realm of superstition, it is not below the realm of history to re
cord it; for its business is to make men familiar with whatever 
swavs human fortunes. Therefore, in Josephine’s own words 
as she recorded them some years afterwards, and before their 
prophetic significance could possibly have dictated what we 
copy, she said—

“ ‘ One day, before my first marriage, in taking my morning 
walk, I observed several negro girls gathered round au old 
woman, who was telling their fortunes. When I came up the 
old sybil screamed out, and seized my hand in the greatest agi- 
tatiou. Yielding to the absurdity, I gave it to her aud said, 
‘ You discover, then, something wonderful in my destiny ? is it 
happiness or misfortune ?’ ‘ Misfortune—aud—stop; happiness, 
too. I am not permitted to render them moro clearly,’ she 
said, as she looked up towards heaven. But beginning to be 
interested, I asked, ‘ Can you tell me my futurity V ‘ Will you 
believe me, if I do speak it V ‘ Yes,’ I said, ‘ good mother, 1 
will.’ ‘ On your own head be it, then. Listen ! You will soon 
be married, but you will not be happy. You will be a widow, 
and then—then you will be Queen of France ! Some happy 
days will be yours ; but you will die in an hospital, amid civil 
commotion !’ ‘ As she finished these words,’ says Josephine,
‘ she burst away from the crowd, aud hurried as fast as her feeble 
limbs could carry her. I forbade the bystanders from troubling 
the old prophetess about this ridiculous prediction, and told the 
girls that they must never heed suth stories. I laughed at it my
self with my friends, but when my husband died ou the scaffold, 
I could uot keep this scene out of my fancy ; and though I was 
iu prison, when its fulfilment seemed less probable than ever, so 
deeply did it overshadow me, I could not feel it would uot all 
become a reality.’ "

The marvellous similarity of this prophecy of the old sybil, 
with the events which happened iu after years to Josephine, will 
strike all readers; and if, as there is no reason to disbelieve, 
there was truth iu her account of this meeting, it deserves the 
highest rank in the annals of fortune-telling.—Yours,

T h o m as  C ourt.

T H E  PRESS AG AIN .

“  Miss M f.xkkx has sailed with the Davenports to America’ ’ This is 
the latest bit of the Flaneur’s scnndal, and hits, o f course, gone the round 
of the press. We should think the public will soon lose faith in the 
“  fourth estate "  ami cease to regurd it as an authority, at any rate on 
the subject of Spiritualism, We believe Miss Menken has sailed for 
America, but the Davenports are still in Paris. How many ot the editors 
who have published this mis-statement will have the honour and honesty 
to contradict it. ? We believe, not one 1

T he Editor of the “  Southport V isitor ’ ’ quotes the account we lately 
reprinted from the “  Banner of L ight"  of the Physical Manifestations 
of theRddv Brothers, and envs- " I f  true they go far towards proving that 
Ferguson, Fay, and the Davenport Brothers were not the humbugs which 
they have been generally accounted.’ ’
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TO CORRESPON DEN TS.
CoaRKSPONDESiswill please to write legibly on 

one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. I f  this rule is not observed we may 
bo compelled to reject even valuable com
positions.

O ta  readers will favour us by sending accounts 
o f Apparitions, llauntings, 8tc, We wish to 
give as many facts us our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion.

B xuldy—Declined with thanks.
NOTICE,

T hose of our subscribers who aro interested in 
Spiritualism, and desirous of diffusing inform
ation on the subject amongst inquirers, can have 
some copies of Spiritual periodical literature, 
free of chatge, by addressing Mr. W. Tebb, 2-1, 
Park Road, Dalston, Loudon, N.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR A D V E R 
TISEMENTS.

Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional 
line, -Id.; a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr. j .  II. Powell, Spiritual 
Times Otlice, M, Newman-street, Oxford-st. 

Advertistments for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning.

To the T hau*.—-The Spiritual Times is pub
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxford-st. and by Job Caudwell, 33.5, Strand 

Com’T.itNTs have reached us that the Spiritual 
Times does not always find Its way to country 
subscriber*. Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 11, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, \V., and we will for- 
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking four copies can have them post free, 
by remitting 8s. 8d. per quarter.

TH E “ SP IR IT U A L  T IM E S " 1JY POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 

Times, packets will bo sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
hv remitting, in advance, as under:—
Copies- Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.

1, 3d., or for 13, 3s. 3d. 2ii, (ia.Cd. 52. I3s.
2, 5d„ „  „  5s, 5d. ,, 10s fid. „  21s.
.3, fid., ,, „  tis.6d. „  13s.0d. ., 20s.
ti, Is. „  „  13s.0d. „Ofis.Od. „  52s.
Post Office Order* must l>e made payable to

Mr. .1. II. Powell, at the Post Office, Rathbone- 
pbice.

m i l  B 8 F I It IT U A L LYCEUM 
J. I t, N ew m an S tr e e t , O x fo r d  S tr e e t ,  

This Institution is established for the 
.■Ivancetuent of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. It offers opportunities 
for Investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
a platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal facts of S p ir it  C om 
m union and Im m orta lity , it invites all who 
recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
t ruths.

The Lyceum lias both religious and se
cular aims,—religious in the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its uses.

'Hie growing spread of Spiritualism in
F.iiglanilrenders a central institution neces
sary to organize means to give distinctive 
life* to the various methods which abound 
-a ivilntrd forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Air. U. 
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends, 
M any sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some tw o , others 
one guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum!. Those who sub- 
xoribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
ail Lecture* free. Spirit Drawings

and Works of a progressive character 
will be added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may be afforded for the develop
ment of such connected with the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation 
upon the promises for printing of the 
S p iritu a l T im es and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kindly hear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum.

We feel persuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us.
Applications von L kctuues will R eceive 

Attention.
All communications and remittances to 

be forwarded to Mr. J. II. Powell, Spiri 
tual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxford-st.

The payment of 2s. (id. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions 
only.

Just ready. In one volume. Demy 8vo,, 
Post free, prieo Ills.

Q U PRA-M UN DAN E PACTS, IN
l o  TH E  LIFE OF J. 11. FE R G U SO N ; 
Including twenty years’ observation o f l ’retor- 

Natiiral Phenomena.
Edited by T. L. N ichols, M.D., author of 
“ Forty Years of Ameriean Life,’’ “  Biography 

of tho Brothers Davenport,’ ’ flee., Ac.

This book contains the personal experi
ences of Mr. Ferguson, am! his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum
stances, and over u wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to tho higher forms of psychi
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, tlnd many (nets orally 
related. Tho work of the editor will be the 
selection noil the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and tho orderly narration of 
tho facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena thnn will lie found in this volume.

All orders to be sent to Mr. J. 11. P o w e l l , 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, 

Oxford-street, \V,

U B L IC  D I S C U S S I O N  ~ ON
"S P IR IT U A L IS M  and the C H A R 

ACTER of the M ANIFESTATIONS of 
the BROTHERS D A V E N P O R T ,’ ’ between 
J ohn B kofoud  L kno and J. II. P o w e l l .

Full Report, price 3d., post-free, 4d.
To be lmd of Mr. J. 11. Powell, Spiritual Ly
ceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W .

Job Cnildwell, 335, Strand,
Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence.

HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS
T A U G H T ." Reprinted from the 

Spiritual Magazine, may lie lmd at the Spiritual 
Lyceum, I I, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W.

This pamphlet is ono of the most vigorous 
of Mr. Howilt’s numerous writings on Spiritual
ism. It is in every «avsuitiihlefor circulation.
I )  R 1 N T  I N G. — CIRCULARS,
1  PAM PHLETS, BOOKS, ice. printed 

on moderate teim», at the Spiritual Lyceum, 
14, Newman-street, Oxford street. Country 
orders punctually attended to.
p U I D L D A N D  ASSISTED I$Y
* T  Beneficent Spirit Intelligences, J. M UR
RAY SPEAR examines and prescribes for 
disease of Body and Mind.

He also delineates character by personal 
presence or handwriting, ami sketches the 
capacities of young persons as impression* aro 
given him. tie will answer calls to lecture 
or to hold conversations on Spiritualism.

Address— 146, Alihnv Stkeet, Reoxnt'h 
1’akk. N.W , llot:i» from 12 to 3.

S P I R I T U A L I S M ;  IT S  P A C T S  A N D
L j  PH ASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex
periences, and Fac-Simlles of Spirit-Writing, 
by J. II. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony on this great topic o f the 
age, it is very valuable.— William llowitt.

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise tho public to consult the 
work. * • * Many persons will read Mr.
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack of the marvellous Bet forth in vigorous 
language.—Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

The sum of the matter is, that if one has a 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually aims at, ho will gain a better 
and clearerview of it from Mr. Powell’s volume 
than from any other that has yet been published, 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr. Home himself.— Caledonian M e,’  
cury, March 12, 1864.

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, and, 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the suhject is presented, and the 
nature of thefacts or assumptions witli which it18 
crammed from first to last. * * * There is
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry is by 
no means tho contemptible tiling that man.' 
people wish to consider it. It denis with al
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding ; and» 
if false, still they are objects of interest, and 
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standard, 
March 18th, 1864.

To bo had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., post free.

H YD R O PA TH Y  !
l ’ riessnitz House, 11, Pnddftigton Green, W. 
and Grnfenbcrg Villa, New Barnet, Herts.

MR . M E T C A L F E  G IV E S  T I lD
IIY D ROP ATHIC TRE ATM K N 1 

on the Most Improved Principle*. Invalids 
are received into the establishment on moderate 
Terms.

¡Sue “  Journal of Health,’ ' monthly, the saml? 
medium for Hydropathy as the "L a n ce t’ IS 
for Allopathy.

Job Caudwcll, 335, Strand. Price 2d.

MR . A N D  M R S . W A L L A C E
beg to announce that they have take" 

the Lyceum Hull, 14, Newman-street, Oxford- 
street, for n series of Friday Evening Seance* 
to commence on Good-Fridny, April 14th. 

SdHiicca to commence nt half-past 7, p.»1- 
Admission Is.

NEW PSALM ondiTiM N UFUN DS-
TE PE U M , nnil T W E N T Y -F O L D  

O RIG IN AL CHANTS, Composed and Ar
ranged, with voice pnrts complete, for t"* 
Organ, Harmonium, mid Piano, by Ron*“  
OoofBit,— Price 2s.; cloth, 2s. fid.
London: Novell« & Co., lifl, Dean Street, Sol111* 

The Harmonies, both in invention and ar
rangement, are musical to a very high dcgrco 
and, altogether, the work is one which can 
strongly recommended, mid will he sure to tat'1 
with approval,—Brighton Guardian

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS- 

1 V 0 .  1.— N IC O D E M T A N S  A N D
THOM ASIANS, hv W n.utw  IIowitJ; 

No. 2 .-S P IR IT U A L IS M  IN H A R M « » ' 
W ITH  SCIENCE, bv Dr. J B. Fimni'*1,'?; 

No. 3.— AN APPE A L TO TH E CLKK<;>, 
FOR TH E INVESTIGATION n * 
SP IR ITU A L ISM , by O ne o r  T hem
se l v e s . Now ready. Price Threepence- 

An assortment of the iibovt', with others, ^

A few copies nf v
4 DIN BALLOU’S MODEL* 

iiL Spirit-Manifestations, publUĥ 'l n 
In. (id. May he had at the Spirit"*1 
Lyceum. Is. each. Post free Is.

This Work contains a Preface, writte 
)>y Mr. Andrew Leighton.
Printed nnd Published l>v the Propric'1'■ 

RotiKnx Coiu’Kti, nt the Spiritual I'>elUn’ 
14, Newtmm-st., Oxfotd-st.. in the C'” T . 
of Middlesex, Saturday. August lith . 1*’


