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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
U* not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences >f eternal existence  ̂
°ausiug us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab- 
»olute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute anil en
during facts are beyond the tomb.

C IVILISA TIO N — ITS SU PREM E CRIM IN ALS.

I f anything can prove the utter feebleness o f the existing 
religious institutions, with all their dismal dogmas and out
side formularies, wo think the constantly increasing list o f 
murderers can. W ho can contemplate the subject o f crime 
as it presents itsolf in this century o f civilisation, with its 
churches, chapels, schools, missionaries, Bibles, prisons, 
workhouses, gm-palaces, and gallows, and not shudder at 
the picture ? W e have philanthropists, noble institutions, 
and marvellous displayals o f true heroism ; but Caleraft, 
after all, is the busiest State functionary. l ie  is nevor 
idle, and his important businoss never at a discount. He 
is the terror o f the age, yet is he rewarded with the 
world’s thanks; for does ho not draw the bolt which opens 
the door o f eternity to murdorers o f every- grade, thus 
ridding society o f its “  supreme criminals;?”  But, alas, 
why do these criminals increase ? Are they necessary to 
a truo Christian Civilisation? Caleraft has surely made 
examples enough o f the supremo criminals to teach us the 
moral value o f hangings. W e cannot fail to be sensible o f 
the brutal lessons taught by the gallows, and wo look in 
vain for any diminution o f the yearly average of murderers 
through tho examples he makes. W e have long grown 
familiar with the ordinary visits o f chaplains to tho con
demned, and their results— dying confessions, and belief in 
4 ¡Saviour’s pardon—just before the fatal bolt is drawn. 
All this, as a matter o f outside varnish, has its effect upon 
the world, doubtless, and pooplo learn to parrot forth 
morbid expressions o f satisfaction, that the prisoners, after 
«11, repentod, and gained pardon, possibly beforo yield
ing up themselves to the official mercies o f Caleraft; 
.«nd so tliosG hanging affairs give place to others, and tho 
old scenes with variations, o f course, are re-enacted. To us 
there is something exceedingly sickoning in the dogmatic 
teachings which load the criminal to suppose that a life o f 
tearful wickodness and torriblo crime can bo baptised and 
Durifiod in the Saviour's blood, on tho gallows, whore the 
act is opened by the chaplain and closed by the hangman. 
Whilst such an alluring dogma is inculcated, is it reason
able to anticipate a reduction in tho list of'murderers ? 
What man but one who loves virtue and truth, for their 
mvn sakes, will halt at wickedness and crime, whilst ho can 
hold by the comforting assurance that a dying confession 
mid a penitontial prayer or two will ensure him a place with 
the brightest examples o f goodness in the many mansions 
° f  bliss ? No wonder our prisons arc full o f thioves and 
vagabonds—that our convict-ships carry their heavy freight
age o f human renugados to our prison colonies, and that tho 
•’Xpert hangman not only keeps in practice at the pinioning 
and bolt practico himself, but that ho needs assistance at

times, that the law’s mandates may be strictly obeyed as to 
time and placo wlioro the suprome criminals aro to drop 
into eternity. W e write this article fully aware o f the 
grave objections which aro commonly urged in favour of 
tho murderers being properly attended by their spiritual 
advisers, &c. But whilst wo feel that human nature would 
be outraged were wo to prohibit the condemned, who truly 
dosire the chaplain’s sacred services, from this privilege, we 
feel that human nature is most terribly outraged by tho 
doctrines so commonly taught being palmed upon the 
wrotched culprits. I f  hangings are intended as examples 
to torrify evil-doers, the teachings o f modern theology, as 
applied to tho criminal, cannot bo expected to have no effect 
upon society. Tako, as an illustration o f the marvellous 
beauty o f modern theological teaching, Dr. Pritchard, whoso 
life has just been forfeited. H e had received a thorough 
schooling in 'orthodoxy, and, as was shown in his two con
fessions, knew how to tell the most atrooious lies, and, as a 
last piece o f cool calculation, to enact the part o f  a pious 
hypocrite. He had slowly and scientifically murdered his 
wife, having, too quickly for his purposo, murdered her 
mother. H e was tried, tlgj charges being proved against 
him, and condemned to doifth. He then wrote a con
fession, in which he denied having poisQ^d his mother- 
in-law ; but his confession was not belie,yogi which, by tho 
way, was spiced with orthodox oant phrases. Again bo 
confessed, declaring that his former confession was not truo, 
and that lie, and lie alone, was guilty o f tho two murders. 
In his second confession there is a supply o f the orthodox ele
ment o f contrition, &o., but that has not savodlum, though 
doubtless be thought it would. Now, how any sudden 
confession, supposing it be truthful, is to regenerate, in the 
twinkling o f an eye, a soul like Dr. Pritchard’s, who, ac
cording to his own two confessions, was living a life o f sin 
— cohabiting with his servant, drinking whiskey to excess, 
and murdering, by degrees, liis own wife and her mother 
— is a problem wo should like our orthodox Divines to 
solve. To say the least, a belief in such a regeneration is 
sure to tend to a laxity o f morals, and to act as a counterpoise 
to all self effort, necossnrily weakening responsibility, and 
making tho soul a receptacle for selfish desires. W e nood, 
as a peoplo, more o f the vital truth and less o f the formal 
and deceptive. I f  theology bo allowed to supplant Christ
ianity all tho lengthened train o f evils which theology 
fosters, will keep stubborn root in tho soil o f  Life, and it 
can be no causo for wonder that wo maintain a “ Pagan 
sham ”  for a vital reality, mid, as a consequence, criminals 
increase. So long as self-effort in the way o f Life-purifica
tion is ignored mankind will need the not very satisfactory 
props o f theology, and as they loan against them, will find 
to their deep regret that tlioy are no real support in the 
hour o f weakness. I f  our iinmenso machinery o f schools, 
churches, prisons, and gallows fail to decrease, but, on the 
contrary, increase our criminal forces, it is high time some 
regenerating power should bo introduced in order that we 
may live in tho light o f righteousness and peace.

Spiritualism comes to us with no Sinai thunders o f A l
mighty Wrath, but with holy, hallowed whispors o f A l-
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mighty Love. It toadies us to recognise the true, and to 
eschew the falso, in every form and creed. It gives us 
not only a certain assuranoo o f immortal oxistanco, but a 
knowledge that our inheritance in the halls o f immortality 
depends, not simply on our faith, but our actions here ; 
hence we learn that external forms cannot savo tiro soul, 
and consequently only tlioso who win the crown can wear it.

Spiritualism comes to us and proves the existence o f dis
embodied spirits, and presents the murder-disposed with 
examples far moro effectual tor good than tlioso presented 
by the Hangman. It shows that the murderer is haunted by 
his victim, and that he must continue to suffer remorse 
until ho has sufficiently expiated his offence, thus proving 
that no mere avowal o f guilt and feeling o f repentance at 
the last moment on tho scaffold can atone for the guilt 
that lies heavily upon his soul. Thus a Divine principle of 
compensation rules, and our reason is saved tho monstrous 
necessity o f accepting tho idea that n dying repentance fits a 
wretched criminal who lias, through a long life o f guilt, 
earned for himself a criminal’s doom, to occupy a position 
with tho noblest and purest o f spirits gone before. God 
forbid that wo should betray tho slightest feeling o f vindic- 
tivoness towards any poor guilty wrotoli who goos to his 
account from the scaffold. His sins having “  found him 
out,”  will work an inevitable judgment upon him, and so 
will the sins o f all. W e have no pleasure in his distress, 
but wo feel that the sooner wo teach our children and 
society at largo the utter impossibility o f escaping tho con
sequences o f sin, the sooner shall wo roach tho points whero 
murder an l crime o f every description will bo on tho 
decrease. W o need no other argument to convineo us of 
the necessity for Spiritualism to be made known than that 
afforded by our criminal lists, which present us with a 
frightful feature o f our civilisation.

SP IR IT-K N O C K IN G .

We were present at a fiance on Friday, July 21. at Mr. Broad's, Buye
va tor, when we listen' d to some extremely loud knocking* of n spiritual 
character. We do not remember to have heard an\thing louder or more 
distinct at the Marshalls. The knocking* were alleged to come from a 
Spirit who could not approach the table, on account, as it said, o f its 
criminal character, it having when in the body committed murder by 
poisoning. W e had nil been talking of Dr. Pritchard, tbs Glasgow 
poisoner.

Mi«s E mma ITab.di.vgk sets sail from America on the 5th of August for 
England. We sincerely trust she may be favoured with good audiences. 
W e are pleased she is coming amongst us, and shall do our best to aid 
her.

ON O R G A N IZA TIO N .

An Address by T homas BrkvioK, Author of The Two Worlds. 
Delivered at the Spiritual Lyceum.

Under the name of Organisation, we have these two evenings been 
engaged in considering two distinct questions, which may, indeed, nntur- 
ally run the one into the other, but which have no necessary connection ; 
and which for present purpose* it will, perhaps, ho most convenient to 
consider separately.

First, then, it is suggested that some kind of Organization he formed to 
sustain, and render more efficient, the wotk curried on in this place, and 
for which this Spiritual Lyceum is instituted :—to lighten the responsi
bilities of its proprietor and the labours of its manuger. To any wise 
concerted action of this kind — to the formation of n committee 
—  especially of a committee appointed by the general bony 
o f subscribers, and which would thus have something of a repre
sentative chnrttcter— to a committee of reasonable men, in general 
agreement, to manage the regular delivery of lectures, the Issue of tracts, 
to make this place as neat and orderly, and attractive, and useful ns 
possible :—to this I see no reasonable objection, and it tuny possibly do 
good service.

But behind this, there has been shadowed forth, more or less distinctly, 
by almost every speaker, tbe idea of a more comprehensive Union—a 
general Organization of Spiritualists into a distinct body—a Society 
according to some, a Church according to otheis, lor the better defence 
and diffusion of tbe principles we hold.

I do not think tile tpiestiuu is, nt present, at nil ripe for practical 
decision even in tho judgment o f  those who deem such a plan in itself 
advisable i but it is now mooted, not fur the first time, and more than one 
abortive attempt has, to my knowledge, already been made in tilts direc
tion. U u shall doubtless hear o f such projects again and »gain, unit it is 
therefore, well to try and form n clear and tight judgment herein, for 
right thinking in this, ns hi most matter*, is necessary to right doing, or

to wise abstention, if that course should, on the whole, lie deemed best. 
We should not waste power in futile, or impracticable, or even very 
doubtful action where there is so much urgent and unquestionably useful 
work immediately before us ; and in which.mon of thought and men of 
action, are alike needed.

For whatever conclusion we mnv arrive at, it seems that this question 
is not one that should very long occupy us, or hold a paramount place in 
our regard. It belongs to altogether a lower plane of thought, and is 
diverting our nt'.entioii to topics of meaner range. It deals with means 
lather than ends ; the mccbuoic.il lather ilmn the dynamic ; the external in 
place of the internal ; with methods not with principles. This, of course, 
is not used as mi argument against Organization, but oolv against our 
allowing its consideration to encroach too far on the time and attention 
which might lie given, l think, more profitably, to higher things.

Examples of successful Organization are daily before us. Railways. 
Telegraphs, Gas and Water supplv. Postal delivery, tiro among its most 
striking instances ; and the thought could hardly fail to suggest itself— 
Would not Organization he a power in the hands of Spiritualists, and 
should not they avail themselves of it to promote what they believe to he 
a great and salutary troth ? Ah ! therein lies the important destruction. 
The associations referred to as examples are formed, not to promote truth, 
hut to make money. Their basis is necessarily commercial, their motive- 
power, tbe love of gain ; our end and means alike must lie different. If we 
mean to work to advance the recognition of n truth we must count not to gain, 
but to lose : we must appeal not to selfish, but to self-denying motives.
A Joint-Stock company may do very well for a Bunk, or a Brewery, 
or a Cotton Manufactory ; but a Joint-Stock Company with Limited 
Liability for the Promotion of Spiritualism, would, l am afraid, turn out 
a very had speculation. 1 could not recommend anyone to take stock in 
it: it would stand no cluince in competition with the elegant simplicity 
of Three-per-cents, or tho Post Office Savings Bunk.

Hilt another class of examples is cited —that of the Churches. It i* 
said,—look at the Cathedrals and Chapels they have built, the Mission
aries they have sent abroad, the funds they have raised to carry out their 
several objects. Well, this class of instances I admit is more io point, 
as having not a commercial, but n moral basis ; moreover, the pritieiple 
has been applied in them a length of time, under a variety of circum
stances, and with such aids from experience us to give it a fair, I had 
almost said, an exhaustive trial. What are the results? Well, i” 
certain respects, 1 admit they have achieved great results. Raised funds- 
Yes. The Tteasury of the Chinches might, have bought the fec-simpl® 
of the habitable globe. But have they made the nations practically 
Christian? Let the National Debts of Christendom, contracted chiefly 
for wais between so-cullcd Christian nations, answer. Let Europe, 
armed to the teeth, and racking the ingenuity of science to perfect >t5 
instruments of human slaughter, answer. Let the long and fear tt> daily 
calendar of crime,—let slavery so long practised, and not vet wholly 
blotted out from Christian civilisation, answer. It 1ms built gorgeous 
churches. — Y es; but where it has Imd longest sway, men in greatest 
numbers have ceased to worship, and oil are aliens to the faith. 1| 
has stimulated education.— Yes ; hut Irovv has it narrowed and sectarian'^®“ 
it! 1 low does it, even now, hero in England, stand in the wav el 11 
broad, comprehensive National Education ! it lias spread Christianity.— 
Yes ; but how fearfully has it corrupted and p-'iverted i t ! Could I no* 
(ullv enter into the quest! m, it would lie necessary too. to carefully d:s* 
criminate between the foreign elements—the outside civilisation that h*® 
grown tip beside ecclesiastical Organization, and the influences which 
such Organization has itself exercised. 1 know no more striking exninpb' 
of the disastrous influence of Organization, especially to the eaose it ws® 
invoked to aid, than this which lias been cited in its tnvour. It ilister' 
leaches any lesson, it teaches this:—that, as a rule, the earliest period 0 
a Chinch is its best and purest. Whin united by deep convictions #0“ 
earnest faith— when leje. ting outward bonds, with organization, it a1'.''' 
not lixod. hut light mni clast.e, then, it is most expansive and exalted- 
When must free, then its influence for good is tbe most potent. 'D1® 
great Religions of the world—from Abralium or Zoroa-ter downward*- 
whence did they originate? From Organization? N o: hut in B1'* 
depths ot tho individual Boul.und their greatest enemy has ever been ra‘ 
Keelesiusticnl Organization of tho time. To go back no farther than in 
Christian faith—Christ exercised Ills ministry in the temple, and on t- 
mount, in the synagogue, and by tho way side. He proclaimed Id 
Fatherhood of God, niul preached of the Kingdom of lleaven. DJ 
magnetism of Ilia pure and loving nature and Divine Life ultra- ted ‘ 
Him nttectioriKto souls who followed Him even unto death i bur lie  foundv 
no visible church, instituted no formal subscription to Articles of Fa'1-' 
built up no priestly hierarchy ; hut lie  condemned and reproached 
priesthood for their corruption and hypocrisy. W e have a ere' 
called “ Thu Apostles Creed," hut every scholar knows it was » 
written till many years after their death. The essential part ot - 
teachings, ns they themselves regarded it, was the proclamation—n " ' ,, 
opinions, but of facts. They preached “ Jesus and tlie Resurrection-j 
They testified to ilia divine life and wonderful works— the 
muhifestntions of a Divine order which they had witnessed j and in 1 
faith they went forth to Martyrdom and Victory ; hut the beginning 
tho Church, as nil Organization, was tho beginning of discord. * j 
Jewish' Christians and tho Gentile converts quarrelled about rites " ,
cemnoitic*. U [ i UHti t in  »  v i u  u i v i n e t r i Y  v o  i u v j u u u * a m *  t o u t  ^

Finer to tho face ; and, as in all Organizations, there sprung “ P I’L 'j  
spirit and party feuds. Borne were of Paul, and some of Apollo*, „ 
some of Cephas. The infant Chinch was nearly wrecked at tbe ^ 
tbe breakers of Organization. Boon sects multiplied, and with > ■_
jealousy, and strife, and bitterness, and hatred. They quaff® jj,,, 
they anathematized, they forged, they fought; aye, even 
sacred place the. blood of the priest flowed around the * 1 ^  
and when, at length, from these conflicting Organzintio«* ug 
emerged triumphant and supreme, O what a long and 
career of crime and infamy it wrought ou t! Jlow did enthroned» ^  
emit torture and slay, and trample with its cloven hoof on fr*ietr 1̂ 
and conscience, and all that- men hold sacred, and while lli,ulTin’ t.i;J 
authority , claiming to be as God upon earth,and to hold the keysol He-
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selling indulgences for sin, and itself such a mass of moral corruption and 
rottenness that outraged Immunity could no longer bear the pollution, 
and the Reformation poured, like a river, through the foul Augean stable 
of the Church.

Next, and .'side by side, with the old eeclesiasticism, now shorn of its 
limbs, and with its claws and teeth drawn, the experiment was tried of 
independent National Church Organization. How has it succeeded ? I 
need refer only to our own country, and remind you that here, but little 
more than three centuries ago, it burnt Romanists and Anabaptists, it 
cut off Puritans ears, it established its Protestant Inquisition —the Star 
Chamber, and those who would not bow down to worship the golden 
idol which the king had set up, were compelled to seek in the New 
World, a home where they might'worship Cod according to their con
sciences.

And they, too, these hunted, pilloried Puritans, unwarned by their own 
fitter experience, must set up their Organization, and inflict on others 
the persecution from which themselves had fled. They had been chastised 
*ith whips for their nonconformity, and now they had the power, they 
chastised Quakers and others with scorpions for their nonconformity to 
them. The Quakers, to their credit be it said, have not been a persecuting 
body, hut even they have felt the cramping, deadening effect ot Organiza
tion. George Pox was a man whose noble soul burned against every form of 
oppression, be was eminently a spiritual medium. He, and others o f  the 
early Friends, bad frequent manifestations of spiritual power, and were 
conscious of spiritual inspiration. They spoke much of “ the light with- 
m," and at their meetings thev “  waited for the S p i r i t h u t  in their 
Organization, faith soon hardened into formula. They retained the old 
phrases, but not their spirit. They became a dull decorous body, and 
having very little soul left the pioportinns of the. body have dwindled 
too, and they have been driven lo take counsel o f prize-essayists as to the 
causes of the sad declension in their numbers and influence

One other instance, the last with which I shall trouble you. Sweden- 
tmrg was one of the greatest men of the eighteenth century, and perhaps, 
the most remarkable of modern mediums. For more than twenty years, 
ft« he avows, he was in constant communication with the World ot Spirits. 
For part of this lime he kept a Diary of these experiences— fully as 
«trange as any in our own day. Ilis narratives and teachings are in 
themselves a library. Rut he founded no Church, and seems never 
to have contemplated doing so. Some of his followers, however, 1e>s 
'rise, organized themselves into a Church, which they called the "N ew  
‘Jerusalem.”  Well, this is not yet half a century old, and already, not 
only h is it degenerated into one of the most narrow and illiberal of 
tbc s -cts, hut the ruling section ofthesect, has become the most virulent 
u,‘d hitter of the opponents and revilers of Spiritualism, though its truth 
'V''H so abundantly illustrated by the eminent man whose name— but not 
pilose spiiit—they have adopted ; and the Court nt Chancery has actually 
tad to he invoked to settle the differences of the "  New Jerusalem;”  the 

hnrd Justice lifting up Ids hands and exclaiming with astonishment,
’ A»e those men Christians ?”

i he truth is, that Organization is the poor human substitute for deep 
Conviction tml earnest faith. For the strength of a Divine impulse and 
|li»b!e iuspira'ion, we club together our several weaknesses, thinking that 
by adding them up we »lull find in the total what is not to he found in 
Us several constituents.

It is “ More life, and fuller that we want;" and in its place we are 
uttered n sorry piece of mechanism. When the Promethean Hie hums 
*‘iw upon the altar of our hearts, or is altogether extinguished, we hope to 
evolve the spark that shall relume its light by some trick of parry, some 
friction or device of Organization. Organization is it sign, not of strength, 
but of weakness. Organiziat.nn is circumscription. If you organize to 
promote certain views and principles, you must begin hv defining them. 
Definition is limitation It shuts out those who cannot accept it. It 
hiils to satisfy those who 'hiak it falls short of, or goes beyond, the mark 
ut which they would aim. It thus becomes exclusive and sectarian ; 
ftud here I must protest against the declaration that has been made, that 
S'lntuaiists are already a sect. That is not true, hut it would become 
8o, it a general Organization, of the kind referred to, was adopted. A 

is a body separated, seetod, cr cut off by its own act from the general 
community, society, or church, to which it belonged, 
p ” pintualism, as a principle, is an element of not only aft forms of 
Christian faith, but of all Religions, and is even held by many who profess

definite religious faith. Jt belongs to Humanity,—it is no more s«-c- 
lurid« than light, electricity, or gravitation. As phenomena, its facts 
*** 'he subject of observation, evidence, and experiment; those who 
l bgige in their investigitnm can no more lie considered a sect than ca i 
^benusts or iutrnnntners he so regarded. The one class of researches re- 
,;‘te primarily to the phvsicnl world, the other class of reseaiches relate 
i*«uiiarily to the spiritual world. That is the whole difference. We all 

how absurd and mischievous it would ha to form a sect or Church of 
Astronomers, with thirty nine or any other number o f articles ofnstrono- 
Jbtc faith ; but it seems we have not yet all got lo see that it would he at 

equally absurd and mischievous to form a sect or Church of tipirit- 
b'dists us o f Astrono ners.

it is rejoined that the evils 1 have pointed out as flowing from Organi- 
*‘ftion, are only it* abu* s. Well, I think it must be confessed that if I 
I lVe made a pretty large- induction, it is at least based not on petty, iao- 
jated experiences, but on a broad survey of Ecclesiastical History ; and it 

been made in reply to the appeal to the churches as a precedent and 
Rumple. “ The abuse of Organization." Weil, it is against the abuse 
1 lfU l contend; and 1 hoid that it is abused whenever it is applied to 
Pbrpo e* foreign to its proper sphere. That sphere, as it seems to me, is 
|lle arrangement and administration o f the external and tt e physical. It 
18 ‘«gittrnaie when applied to affairs of business: it is not legitimate when 
applied to affairs ot conscience Organize lo build a place of meeting, if 
you want one; hut if you propose to organize to build a creed, or to impo e 
°be, | cry— Hold there, you have no business with that!”

«ut it is urged that there is no danger that Spiri'uaUsls in the Nine- 
e*mth Century would ever be guilty of such acts as have been practiced

past limes. Wtdl, I have no fear that even should they degenerate 
11110 a *ect, they (or, indeed, any sect in Christendom) would revive the \

fagot and the thumb-screw, or even the milder forms of direct persecution ; 
but there are other evils inherent in every organization for promotion of a 
faith, from which they could not so easily escape, or, indeed, as I think, 
escape at aU. A lady who has spoken in favour of ( irganization warned us, 
nevertheless, of four dangers to lie apprehended from it—namely, Cupidity, 
Ambition, Jealousy, and Prejudice ;—a forniidablcybur-hcadcd Cerberus 
to guard the gate. IJut apart from these dangers, it requires no prophe
tic eye to see other breakers immediately ahead. In America, one party 
of Spiritualists has found it necessary to call themselves “  Christian 
Spiritualists,’ ’ to distinguish them from another, and, apparently, the pre
dominant party, which may be considered as not only non-Christian,but, 
to a great extent, if [ may so without giving offence, as onri-Christian ; or 
it may be defined affirmatively us Pagan and Pantheistic. As to moral 
evil, one section, at least, of this party holds that there is no such thing,— 
that "  \\ hatever is, is Right,” —that what we call evil is only a lower 
form of good,—that sensuality and every other form of what we have been 
accustomed to call Sin, is but the green fruit which, by the mere process 
of the suns, must ripen into absolute holiness and perfect purity,—that 
the depraved debauchee, unrepentant, foul with the rottenness of three
score years, shall, from this centre, when he enters the Spirit-world, by 
mere living on—by a law of natural progression, develop into perfect 
angelhood, no less than if he had been the most humble, self-denying 
over of his kind.

Again, a large body of Spiritualists in France and on the Continent of 
Europe, insist on the ancient doctrine of the transmigration—or, as it is 
now phrased—re-incarnation of souls. According to this theory, the 
babe whom the Christian mother to-day presses lovingly to her bosom, 
may- be inhabited by the spirit which yesterday emerged from the gal
lows, its hands red with a brother's blood. And even without taking so 
extreme a case as this, still, in every instance, the identity of the spirit 
being lost and merged in successive incarnations, all the tender associa
tions, the sweet memories, the bright hopes and consolations, which 
Christian Spiritualism teaches us find their full satisfaction in the Here
after, are, in this view, remorselessly swept away. To me, these theories 
arc simply absurd and blasphemous. I cannot too strongly express my 
detestation of them. Another speaker, on the contrary, lias asserted that 
those who entertain these vagaries (as I deem them) are the “ liberal 
and advanced Spiritualists.”  Well, you see the difference is radical and 
fundamental. It does not admit ofreconcilemei t Rut however pained I 
and those who think with me may be at these views, we are not compro
mised by them in public estimation, or, at all events, only remotely and 
indirectly. Nor are others held responsible for any specialties of opinion 
we may hold which may be obnoxious to them. Rut, if there were an 
Organization claiming to represent Spiritualism, how, I ask could it deal 
with these, and. perhaps, other fundamental differences ' it could not re
present both aide»; and if it adopted either, it would simply represent a fac
tion, and would unwarrantably assume the common name, if, for the sake 
of peace, it ignored these differences, both parties would have to suppress 
their convictions, and might be justly charged with making Truth subordin
ate to Expediency. It it adopted what is called a free platform, in which 
these questions should be open to free discussion, then you would soon have 
division, party, sect, antagonism ; and as it is the tendency of human 
nature to insist on points of distinction arid difference, rather than 
on tlfose of agreement, the points in controversy would acquire an in
creasing prominence and importance in the eyes of the disputants, and so 
the very object of the Organization would be defeated ; instead of being 
instrumental in extending a common truth, its time and energies would 
lie consumed in internal and internecine strife.

Life is the cause, not the product of organisation. No statue, either in 
snow or marble, though the genius of Michael Angelo or of Fhidias be 
employed in its construction, can be made capable of thought or affection. 
Rut where there is a principle of Life, it attracts to itself suitable eondi 
tions and element«, and builds up a suitable organism or instrument 
through which it can perform appropriate functions. In proportion to 
the depth, and fulness, and quality of the life, will be the organic out
growth. This is the prime distinction between natural organizations and 
those of human contrivance. The one is a growth from a principle and 
centre of Life : the other is altogether a manufactured article. We see 
a type of the latter in the old history, or myth. Men say now, as they 
said then, “ Goto, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 
readi unto heaven but soon dissensions arise, their language is con
founded. they understand not one another 's speed» j and they leave off to 
build the city, and are themselves scattered abroad on the face of all the 
eaith. That is an epitome of the course and results of Organization. 
Truly, the name of that city is called Bubtl. Again, the human Organi
zation is ruled by a central sovereign will, governing all its members; but 
if, when the rigid foot proposed a motion, the lett one mov\d an amend
ment ; if there was one party of the head, another party of the heart, ami 
another o the stomach, and ho supreme Ego to rule with authority these 
disorderly members, l (if Jcould in that case speak of an 1) should ted 
strongly inclined to jump out of my “  organization,”  and run away from 
it as fast as possible.

1 do not by these remarks mean to assert what has been called “  the 
sovereignty of the individual,*’ for though that is a doctrine true in one 
sense, it is only a segment of a circle or truth, not itself a circle. In some 
minds it is a noble protest against conventionalism and the tyranny ol 
numbers, and an assertion of the r.ghts ofthesoul; in other mind*, how
ever, it is simply the assertion of self-will, of inordinate egotism ; and 
would, carried to its logical ultimate, be simply disintegration «i d 
universal anarchy. The true relation of the individual to society is, how
ever, an old and very deep question, into which it would not now ho 
possible to enter. I have already indicated what I deem to be their seve
ral spheres, and have only further alludui to the much talked of prin
ciple of individual sovereignity, to guard myself against being supposed to 
accept it absolutely, without limit or qualification.

On this point I will add only ore remark. Providence woiks from 
forms to ultimate»—from seed "to fruit—from centre to circumference. 
Trace back some mighty river to its head, and you will find it a moun
tain spring; trace back through the ages some great stream of thought 
und you will find it originate m a single mind. l»lami»m is Mahomet;
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Judaism is Moses: the Protestant Reformation is Luther. Talk of the 
power of Organization ! why there is more power in the Divine impulse, 
the righteous indignation, the o’ermastering Faith in the soul of a Luther, 
than in all the complex organization of Papal Rome, though perfected by 
the skill of centuries. Spiritualism, in its modern phase (for in itself, it 
is us old as Humanity), had its birth or germinal centre in an obscure 
family in a small village, and every step of its development, so far, at 
least, as this country is concerned (and I believe it is equally true of other 
lands), has been mainly due to individual thought and enterprise. The 
idea—whether of a cheap periodical among our busy artisans of the 
North, ora metropolitan Magazine, or a weekly Journal, or a Lyceum, 
or the manifestation of spiritual agency through medinmship,—each and 
all have had their beginning in, and been chiefly outwrought through, 
some one mind or person ; others have been attracted, have formed a 
friendly group, have sustained the work, and aided its development and 
extension. This is the natural order : call it, if you will, co-operation. 
It is spontaneous, voluntary, free. Each aids in that direction which 
most fully commends itself to his judgment, and just so far and so long as 
he is willing and able to do so. There is in this little or no waste of 
power, no needless friction, no contention concerning dogma, no obliga
tion or responsibility, which is not voluntarily assumed and maintained.

What, now, is Organization ? Take the most perfect form of organzsu- 
tion—a well-disciplined army. It is a power which no human force can 
successfully resist save by an organization similar to its own. And why ? 
Because it is simply a machine, under the supreme direction and control 
o f  a single mind. The soldier, as such, has no individual will, no power 
of independent action ; he is simply a piston, a wheel, or. it may be, but 
a cog in the wheel, of the great machine. Were each soldier to form his 
own plans, and act according to his own judgment, the army would he 
powerless, or, in military phrase, demoralised; it would cease to be an 
army, and would, be but a military rabble. Again, the most perfect 
moral organization that the world has perhaps seen has been that of the 
Jesuits. Kings have trembled before it ; the Vatican itself has been 
alarmed at its power. What has been the secret of its strength ? Im
plicit obedience—unconditional submission to authority—the entire 
surrender of every faculty and purpose to tho requirements of the Order 
and its chiefs. No wonder it was formidable. Would you have the 
power of Organization I Well, you may : but you must pay the price for 
it. That price is— Liukrtv ! Nothing less. Jf you admit freedom into 
your Organisation, just to the extent that you do so you impair its 
efficiency. They are the opposite poles of the magnet. Vou may have 
your money, or you may have your cake; take your choice, but you can
not have both.

I do not say that there are not some things more urgent even than 
Freedom ¡—concerning which it is reasonable, and right, and even neces
sary, that we should forego it. Something of this is implied in the very 
existence of society. We delegate to Parliament the power of the purse, 
the protection of life and property, the administration of justice ; but 
Faith and Conscience are a domain beyond the policeman's heat; into 
which no State, Synod, Ciiurch, Convocation, or Organization, underanv 
name whatever, has any right or business to intrude.

W ill you bear with me, friends, when I affirm my conviction that much 
o f tins craving for organization is hut a sad indication that we have not 
sufficient taith in God; that wo do not trust Him and the power o f His 
truth, for all truth is His. That was a great saying of Augustine—" God 
is patitnt, because Eternal.’ ’ His works ripen slowly, lmt surely ; and 
they proportional! ly endure. How many centuries of nges had tile stars 
looked down upon our earth, ere this wild, weltering chaos had become a 
blooming Cosmos, fit for the habitation of man ! But we, with our short 
span ofearthly life, are impatient of results We cannot plough the soil, and 
deposit the seed, and trust the kindly heavens lor rain, and dew, ami sun
shine to ripen, in due season, the golden giain ; we cannot trustfully sav 
with the poet—“ Be gracious, Heaven ! for now

Laborious matt lias done hit part.”
W e are impatient for the harvest ; we must put our spades into the 
earth, and turn over the mould, and lay bare the roots to see that it is 
actually growing. Friends, this Is wrong. We have nothing to do with 
results. They are not at our disposal. .So long as we work in this spirit, 
wc are indeed sure of one harvest—a plentiful crop of sorrows, and dis
appointments, and discontents. Let us be thankful that we are privileged 
to do the duty that lies i i mediately beiore us, satisfied of this, that no 
true word was ever spoken, no true deed ever done, in vain j that the 
truit will all he gathered in in the harvests of Eternity.

But if ever men had reason to complain in this respect, surely, 
friends, it is not we. The spiritual evidences given to tins generation 
have created a faith which already ivell-nigh girdles the earth. That it 
has spread so far, and struck its roots so deep, is, I think, mainly to lie 
attributed to the fact that it has been free,—that, like the sunshine or 
the viewless winds, it has relused to be imprisoned,or to be yoked to the 
chariot-wheels of party or of cteed.

I, however, recognise another and a noble element in the impulse to 
organization. It is, in great measure, an expression of that yeanling for 
sympathy and association which, however misdirected, is itself a Divine 
instinct, tile basis of all family and social relations ; binding mind to 
mind, nod heart to heart ; leading us to feel the claims of dear kinship 
in our common Immunity, even in its lowest types; -niil which, trails 
vending all bounds of time, space, and muiulune conditions, makes us one 
with tile whole spiritual Universe of God.

And here 1 tecl that Spiritualism is eminently a strength and consola
tion. We are not dependent on external and visible supports. If faith
ful to our best selves ; working cut our highest conceptions of tile True 
and the Good, tve come into the fellowship ot all, whether of this or past 
age«, who are like-minded,— we breathe the atmosphere of their sym
pathy, are quickened by tlteir in ptra'.ion, strengthened by their associa
tion, and aided by tlteir loving, though it may he invisihle help. We are 
feilovv-metubers o f that true Holy Catholic Church whu.-o members tire 
God's humble, loyal,obedient children, ofevervage, and c.imv.aud creed.

f Although we print Mr. iirevioi's lengthened article, we by no means 
endorse the view» ho hat put forth.—Ko. Af. 7.j

EMMA IIARDINGE’S FAREWELL TO IIER AMERICAN 
FRIENDS.

Faut Second.

From the Banner of Light.

Let the readers who followed mo to the house of this lady, where, 
according to my friend’s promise, I was to be “ developed right 
away,’’ imagine a person totally ignorant of the meaning of this 
phrase, finding herself in a room full of strangers, in vague anti
cipation of some mild kind of surgical operation, by which a 
rational being, in a perfectly natural state of existence, was sud
denly to be converted into a modern prototype of the woman of 
Endor. Awaiting my mysterious fate with direful misgivings, 
I was suddenly addressed by the lady medium—to whom, by my 
own request, I had no introduction, aud from whose notice I had 
seduously shrank away—with the words, “ Come here and sit 
with me ; you area great medium.” Obedient to her command
ing gestures, I seated myself at the magic table, when the lady 
began rubbing my hands with considerable energy, but explain
ing all the while that I wore a silk dress. Why I should not do 
so was more than I could devine ; hut before I could even ar
range a question in words to this effect, a strange, misty sensa
tion came over me, which so completely obscured my faculties 
that an endeavour to recal who I was, and where, only ended in 
convincing me that I was a highly respectable old gentleman, in 
whiclt character I gave what I was afterwards informed were 
some remarkable personating tests of spirit identity to several 
strangers in the room. To recapitulate the events aud sensations 
of that evening— the first of my test mediumistie experience — 
would bo neither possible nor profitable. It is enough to record 
that the touch of Mrs. Kellogg’s hand appeared like a magician’s 
wand, illuminating the latent fires of magnetic power, which, 
once enkindled, ever after burned in the steady light of mediuro- 
istic gifts.

During the three hours' seance of that evening, it was found 
that I could give tests of spirit identity by personations, impres
sions, writing and automatic movements of my fingers over the 
alphabet. All present seemed illicit more interested in this sud
den aud unexpected development than myself, its subject, who, 
to confess the truth, was so bewildered with my own marvellous 
performances, besides being half the time lost in the identity of 
the spirits who were influencing me, that I was far more dis
posed to question my own identity, than that of any of the spirits 
I was said to represent.

The experience of most investigators in tho spiritual philo
sophy lias shown that no tests aro thoroughly convincing to in
dividual minds, which are not addressed to tho individual's own 
knowledge and reason ; lienee all I did by way of convincing 
others that night, would have failed to impress myself with ary 
other belief titan that of an unnatural and foreign influence upon 
mo, lmd not some of the tests been addressed to myself in auto
matic writing, which, though produced by my own hand—being 
writLen upside down, aud requiring to be field up to the light 
perusal-convinced me my own mind was not the originator of 
the sentences. One of these contained simply ttiese words— 
” Tom’’—“ Find a great sea snake !”  ,

The name of an only and idolized brother was iiere written, 
aud with it the last words I ever heard him utter on earth I 
namely, a charge that I —a singer—would find for him the word* 
of an old sea song, of which ho was passionately fond, and which 
lie had begged mo to learn to sing for his gratification. 
spoke this sentence as lie was departing on his last earthly voy
age, from which ho never came hack again. These utterances 
tho lost sailor boy were forgotten in the last whirlwind of griet 
for ltis death, far, far at sea, which swallowed up all minor de
tails, until, after an absence often years, what l lutd been tang'”  
to believe the impassable gulf of eternity, stood revealed hetoje 
mo as a bridge, on which stood my beloved anil lost, smilingly 
repeating that sentence—too trifling to have been preserved j” 
the sulomti archives of the memories of death, and too sure*? 
identical with the precious dead to bo repeated by any hut h** 
own very self. .

In scornful unbelief of the power I was investigating, I |l,lj, 
said to my conductor, before entering the circle room, R.“ f 
you toil me of Spiritualism ho true, and they sneeded in making 
mo one of these wonderful mediums, f will return to Engkl11' 
and make my fortune.’’ ,

Lato it» the evening, automatic writing, through my own haU1̂  
purporting to come from my spirit-faUter, assured me 1 w»» 
line medium; that f must use my gifts, as such, for tilts betlt' 
of the world, but—repeating my own careless words—that s( 
far from using those gifts to make my fortune, i was never 1 
take fee or reward for mediumship, nor would the spirit 
imimcalingji’cleusii me from tho strong coir rul iu which I 
held, until I made [dodges before the witnesses then pres®*1 j 
first, that I would devote my gifts to tho service of others ; 11,11 
next, that 1 would not take gif’, or reward for the same.
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As this was not the custom of my hostess, and certainly was 
far from my own views in the matter, this charge could have 
been no emanition from either her mind, or my own. And in 
justice to the many self sacrificing mediums who have resigned 
other and more lucrative employments to give their services to 
the public in return for fees so modest, that they, too, often fail 
to supply the wants of those who demand them, I must here 
add, that the objection of my spirit friends to taking pay for 
Diediumship, was special to my own case. It seemed they per
ceived in me the capacity to exercise many forms of mediumship, 
all of which they desired should simply be used as means to pre
pare me for a lecturer—a destiny which I should then have con
templated with so much disgust, that if apprised of it, I should, 
in all probability, have ceased my investigations at once. But 
though the reasons were not then given me, I have since learned 
to appreciate the excellence and wisdom of the advice.

By not becoming a professional medium, I neither felt anxiety 
to please my sitters, nor temptation to impose, when the power 
failed me. Besides this, I passed through many phases too 
rapidly to be available as a stereotyped test medium for any 
special gift, and thus I bad the happiness of doing good, and con
ferring spiritual light upon those who sought me, besides gain
ing a vast range of experience and unfettered practice, which has 
been, and still is, of incalculable use to me as a teacher of the 
spiritual philosophy. All this I can now perceive “ face to 
face though then, I may truly say, I could only “ see as in a 
glass darkly.”

Returning from this, my first mediumistic séance, a review of 
the memoranda furnished me of the circle convinced me I had 
been acting under some foreign influence, but by no means of 
the fact that the cause was supermundane. A  full acceptation 
of this belief involved the abandonment of opinions and pre
judices too deeply rooted to be readily conquered ; besides, in 
nty condition of semi-conscious control, I could not exercise the 
dear judgment which was retained by the observer; hence I 
returned a medium, but not a Spiritualist.

I had been advised by Mrs. Kellogg to procure an alphabet, 
and continue to sit, at stated periods, for practice and develop
ment. This 1 promised to do ; but not finding the requisite 
leisure during the following day, my convictions of the spiritual 
origin of my previous night’s performances waxed weaker aud 
Weaker with the lapse of every hour.

I mentioned, in a former paper, that I had come to this 
country in the steamship Pacific—one of the Collins line. Ever 
since my arrival in America, I had maintained a kindly inter
course with some of the officials of the ship, between whom and 
myself little offices of friendship were exchanged every time she 
came into port. The ship Pacific was due on the memorable 
day when I became developed as a medium, to wit, on Tuesday, 
February 19th, 1856.

On Wednesday I went down to the wharf in the hope of 
receiving a little package that was to be sent me from England, 
in charge of the storekeeper—an officer between whom my 
mother and myself the most kindly acquaintance had been kept 
Up ever since our landing.

The ship had not arrived, and no tidings were received of her ; 
but as she was only due some thirty hours—the season rendered 
it likely that winter storms would occasion the delay of even some 
days—no anxiety was felt in consequence. I mentioned the 
circumstance to my mother ; buf beyond a slight expression of 
*egret, neither of us commented on the matter.

That evening, just as my mother and myself were about to 
retire for the night, a sudden and unusual chill crept over me, 
uud an irresistible impression possessed my mind that a spirit 
had come into our presence. A sensation as if water was stream- 
mg over me, accompanied the icy chilliness I experienced, aud 
a feeling of. indescribable terror possessed my whole being. I 
begged my mother to light up every lamp we had at hand ; then 
to open the door, that the proximity of people in the house, out- 
aide our room, might aid to dissipate the horror that seemed to 
Pervade the very air. At last, at my mother's suggestion, I con
sented to sit at the table, with the alphabet we had provided 
turned from me aud toward her, so that she could follow the 
involuntary movements of my finger, which some power seemed 
to guide in pointing out the letters. In this way was rapidly 
spelled out “  Philip Smith, ship Pacific. ’

As that was the name of the store-keeper for whom I had been 
°nly that very day inquiring, our curiosity and interest was now 
considerably excited. For a few moments this mode of manifes- 
totion ceased, and to my horror, I distinctly felt an icy cold 
band lay hold of my arm, then, distinctly aud visibly to my 
mother’s eyes, something pulled my hair, which was hanging in 
long curls ; all the while the coldness of the air increasing so 
painfully that the apartment seemed porvaded by Arctic breezes. 
After a while, my own convulsed hand was moved tremblingly, 
but very rapidly, to spell out, “  My dear Emma—I have come 
to tell you I an! dead. The ship Pacific is lost, and all on board 
b«ve perished ; she and her crew will never be heard from 
more.”

1 need not remind my readers that this statement, though 
’»ado within too short a time from the day when she was due to

permit of the least anxiety to be felt on her account, was strictly 
verified by subsequent results. The ship Pacific aud her ill- 
fated crew were never heard from more ; aud despite the indig
nant threats of prosecution that the owners made against the 
“ impostors” who dared to predict her loss on the faith of spirit
ual communications, which both myself and others, to whom I 
named the facts, did not scruple to repeat, Philip Smith, and 
some few of his fellow sufferers, in their messages from the 
harbour which happily sheltered their enfranchised spirits, were 
the only revelators that ever lifted the awful veil of doom from 
their ocean grave. From this time, and during a period of 
eighteen mouths, 1 sat constantly, for all who sought my services, 
as a test medium for a great variety of manifestations. These 
followed in rapid succession, each one practising my whole frame 
in a striking and powerful manner. I frequently saw spirits 
with great distinctness, describing them with accuracy, and con
versing with them as I did with my fellow mortals. I wrote in 
various ways automatically, and by impression, spoke in various 
conditions of trance and semi-consciousness ; became a psycho- 
metrist, partly clairvoyant, and occasionally a physician. In 
fact with the exception of boisterous physical manifestations, 
or that which I coveted beyond all else—a medium for raps—it 
is impossible to name a phase ot mediumship through which I 
did not pass, and in which I was not fully and powerfully 
exercised.

My experiences during this period were sufficient to fill 
volumes, aud will not, in this sketch, admit of even a brief des
cription. I visited almost every medium Icoiild hear o f ; sat in 
circles morning, noon, and night; pursued my investigations in 
garrets, cellars, saloons, and public halls ; was now lifted up in 
ecstacy, now depressed with misery, harrassed by doubts, con
fused by contradictions, repulsed by lies, mistakes and decep
tions. But amidst it all there was the one great cardinal fact, 
that spirits disembodied could communicate to earth, aud that 
spirits still embodied could and do act magnetically upon each 
other—appear, at times, in distant places, aud frequently give 
communications, with as much accuracy and test circumstance, 
as spirits from the other world. No phase of the spiritual 
phenomena ever more sorely perplexed me than this communi- 
tion with the spirits of the living. From what source, or by 
what law, such manifestations are made, I cannot now pretend 
to discuss. My own experience, confirmed by many others, 
bears ample testimony to the affirmative of this fact. And so 
frequently did I find that the spirits of persons still on earth 
were seen by me, described, aud gave manifestations, as if they 
were still aud actually in the spirit-world, that I was often 
doubtful of tlie fact, and sometimes disposed to attribute the 
entire phenomena of Spiritualism to the same cause ; but in such 
hours of sceptism, some revelations, so clearly identical with the 
departed, and none but them, or some bright and beautiful 
evidences of true, genuine communication from the angel-world, 
invariably reassured me as to the inviolate aud fundamental fact, 
that the disembodied soul of man can and does communicate 
from spheres beyond the grave.

That there is a vast field of untrodden science, in which the 
human soul, while still an inhabitant of its mortal prison-house, 
is the agent and instrument, I have full aud conclusive testi
mony. For many months 1 communicated by mental telegraph, 
according to precoueerted arrangement, with my friend, Mrs. E. 
J. French, a resident of New York City, whilst she was at home, 
and 1 absent on distant travel; and these experiments were 
made in the presence of, and witnessed by scores of persons still 
living. On ten different occasions, whilst I was engaged in 
lecturing, I have been seen and described accurately in all miuu- 
tim of dress and appearance by strange mediums who had never 
seen me, and who were resident hundreds of miles away from 
my place of abode. Sometimes, I am told, a phantom Emma 
llardinge has entered a circle, and given communications highly’ 
graphic of that remarkable personage, and all this without any 
knowledge of her own, or volition on her part. In short, the 
mysteries of mind are infinite, and the earnest aud industrious 
student will find himself on the verge of a new world, and stand
ing on the very threshold of a new era, when he enters upon 
the investigation of the marvels of the science of mind.

Another of ,the specialties of this mediumistic life, was the 
muss of revelation which the spirit-circle brought to light con
cerning the nature, cause, and effect of crime. Fearful have 
been the disclosures made through this source concerning the 
causes of death recorded by the physician, in the shape ot disease, 
but witnessed of by them, not unfreqnently, as murder, and just 
as often negligence, ignorance, mistake, and every coueeiv file 
form of crime. Ueeds, which the actors fondly thought were 
buried in the tomb, and laid away in the dim archives ot eternity, 
have risen up. in all their glaring deformity, to confront the 
secret criminal in the very presence of the victim and accusing- 
angel. Other scenes, too, varied these dreary records ot crime. 
Bear loved ones re-united—bereaved hearts sent away in all the 
ecstacy of re-union—precious little children, deemed as lights 
uutimelv quenched, or buds of promise nipped in tlio bitter 
frosts of death ere the vital spark had made it a conscious soul— 
all these beloved aud ministering baud of angels crowded arouud
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l t iy  a l t a r - l i k e  t a b l e ,  c o n v e r t i n g  m y  h u m b l e  c i r c l e - r o o m  i n t o  a  
l i v i n g  c h u r c h  o f  a  l i v i n g  r e l i g i o n .

T h e  c o u r t s  o f  ju s t i c e ,  t o o ,  a r e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  ; a n d  m a n y  a p i e c e  
o f  u n lo o k e d  f o r  t e s t i m o n y ,  m a n y  a  s t r a n g e  w i t n e s s ,  a n d  s in g u l a r  
“  c h a n c e  o f  h a p h a z a r d ”  d i s c lo s u r e ,  o w e s  i t s  m o m e n t o u s  a n d  
t i m e l y  a p p e a r a n c e  in  t h e  s m o k y  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  la w , t o  t h e  
p r o m p t i n g s  a n d  h in t s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - c i r c l e .  B le s s e d  s p i r i t - c i r c le  ! 
1 h a v e  s e e n  t h e  b l in d  e y e s  o p e n e d ,  t h e  c r i p p l e d  l i m b s  m a d e  
s t r a i g h t ,  t h e  b r o k e n  h e a r t s  h o u n d  u p ,  t h e  c r im in a l  c o n v e r t e d ,  a n d  
t h e  g u i l t y  s t a r t l e d  f r o m  t h e  p a t h  o f  s e c r e t  c r im e  b y  t h e  r e v e l a 
t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - c i r c l e  ; a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h e  w h o le  t im e  t h a t  I  
w a s  t h u s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  m in i s t e r  t o  o t h e r s ,  m y  o w n  c a r e e r  w a s  a  
m a r v e l  o f  s p i r i t  g u i d a n c e  a n d  i n f lu e n c e  t o  m y s e l f .

B y  t h e  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  o f  m y  in v is i b l e  f r i e n d s ,  I  e n t i r e l y  w i t h 
d r e w  f r o m  t h e  s ta g e ,  c o n c e r t ,  a n d  r e a d i n g - r o o m ,  a s  a  p u b l i c  p e r 
f o r m e r ,  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  l a c k  o f  t h i s  s o u r c e  o f  r e m u 
n e r a t i o n  b y  g i v i n g  m u s ic  le s s o n s . T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  f o u n d  a  fa r  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  t h a n  1 h a d  i m a g in e d .  I  h a d  m y s e l f  b e e n  a  
p r o f i c i e n t  in  m u s ic ,  a n d  1 f o u n d ,  w i t h  a  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  r e n d e r e d  
p a in f u l l y  a c u t e  b y  a  f i r s t - c la s s  m u s ic a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  y e t  m o r e  
s o  b y  t h e  in s p ir a t io n  f r o m  t h e  s p h e r e s  w h ic h  m u s ic a l  s p i r i t s  o c 
c a s io n a l l y  p o u r e d  u p o n  m e , t h a t  t h e  t a s k  o f  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
t o t a l l y  u n in s p ir e d  w i t h  t h e  “  r u d i m e n t s ” — t h e  o n l y  b r a n c h  w h ic h  
o f f e r e d  i t s e l f  t o  s o  o b n o x i o u s  a  p e r s o n  a s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  s p i r i t -  
m e d iu m -  w a s  i r k s o m e  b e y o n d  e n d u r a n c e .  N o w  a n d  t h e n  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o c c u r r e d  o f  g i v i n g  in s t r u c t i o n s  m o r e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  m y  t a s t e  ; b u t  n o  s o o n e r  d i d  t h e  f a c t  l e a k  o u t  t h a t  I  w a s  
“ a  m e d i u m , "  t h a n  m y  p u p i l s  f le d  f r o m  m e  a s  f r o m  a  p e s t i l e n c e .  
F r ie n d s  g r e w  c o l d ,  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  s h r u g g e d  t h e i r  s h o u ld e r s ,  a n d  
p i t i e d  a n d  p r o p h e s i e d  "  lu n a t i c  a s y lu m s  a n d  b e g g a r y . ’ ’

M y  o w n  b e s t  in t e r e s t s ,  m e a n s ,  a n d  p o s i t i o n ,  d e p e n d e d  o n  m y  
r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d  ; b u t  n o w  b y  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  s t i l l  m o r e  b y  
w o n d e r f u l l y  c u n n i n g  l i t t l e  s c h e m e s ,  m y  f a i t h f u l  in v is i b l e s  k e p t  
m e  o n ,  s t e a d i ly ,  z e a l o u s l y  p u r s u i n g  m y  c a r e e r  a s  a  t e s t  m e d iu m , 
a n d  a n  in d e f a t i g a b l e  s t u d e n t  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  t h o u g h  o f t e n  
b r i n g i n g  m e  t o  t h e  v e r y  v e r g e  o f  d e s p e r a t e  r e s o l v e  a u d  t h e  h is t  
d o l la r ,  n e v e r  l e a v i n g  m o  t h e r e ,  b u t  t e n d e r l y  l e a d i n g  m o  b a c k ,  
w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  o b v i o u s l y  a r r a n g e d  e f f o r t s ,  t o  h o p e  a n d  t e m p o r a r y  
p r o s p e r i t y  a g a in .  M e a n t i m e  L r e c a l  w it h  a s t o n i s h m e n t  t h e  
c h a n g e s  t h a t  a r e  i m p e r c e p t ib l y  b e i n g  w r o u g h t  in  m y  o p i n i o n s ,  
h a b i t s ,  a n d  m a n n e r * .  T h e  g a y  a n d  f a s h io n a b le  g i r l ,  e d u c a t e d  
a m o n g s t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c la s s e s  o f  E u r o p e ,  e n a m o u r e d  o f  F r e n c h  
s o c i e t y ,  a n d  F r e n c h  l i fe  a n d  c u s t o m s ,  im b u e d  b y  b o t h  a s s o c i a 
t io n s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a n  u n m i t i g a t e d  d i s l i k e  ' o f  ‘ ‘ c o m 
m o n  p e o p l e ' '  a n d  “ c o m m o n  w a v s ’ — w a s  b e c o m i n g  c o n 
v e r t e d  i n t o  a  t h o u g h t f u l  w o m a n ,  a  s t e a d y  r e f o r m e r ,  m e t a p h y s i c a l  
t h i n k e r ,  a n d  d e v o t e d  R e p u b l i c a n .

I  d a r e  n o t  a s k  m y  r e a d e r s  t o  f o l l o w  m o  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a r v e l s  
o f  m y  m e d iu m i s t i c  c a r e e r ,  n o r  m y  m o r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  n e w  
b i r t h  ; i t  m u s t  s u f f i c e  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  o w e  t o  E u r o p e  th e  e n d o w 
m e n t s  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p o p u l a r  a n d  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
o p i n i o n s ,  m a n n e r s ,  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  T o  A m e r i c a ,  m y  b i r t h  
i n t o  w o m a n h o o d  ; a n d  t o  t h e  b le s s e d  g o s p e l  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a l l  
l i l i l i t ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  o f  ( n o t  b e l i e f  m e r e l y )  t r u e  h a p 
p in e s s ,  c h a r i t y ,  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  l o r e  t h a t  I  p o s s e s s  ; a n d  w h e n  
l a d d  t o  t h is  a  p a r t ia l  r e a l i s a t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  p r e c i o u s  s p i r i t u a l  
g i f t s ,  w h o  w i l l  m a r v e l  w h e n  f  d e c l a r e  t h a t  p o v e r t y ,  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  
o b l o q u y ,  s o r d i d  c a r e s ,  d o u b t s ,  f e a r s , d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  a n d  a  w h o le  
a g e  o f  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e ,  f a t i g u e ,  a n d  s u f f e r i n g ,  c r o w d e d  i n t o  a  f e w  
y e a r s ’  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a r e  a ll  t o o  p o u r  a  p r i c e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  i n v a l u 
a b l e  b o o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  F r o m  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  N e w  Y o r k  
C i t y ,  w h e r e  m y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a m i  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  
t o o k  p l a c e ,  I  r e c e iv e d  t h e  w a r m e s t  t o k e n s  o f  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  
a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  I  h a d  o f f e r e d  m y  s e r v i c e s  t o  f u r n is h  t h e m  
m u s ic  a t  t h e i r  S u n d a y  m e e t i n g s  g r a t i s ,  a n d  f i n d i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  
l i k e l y  t o  q u i t  t h e m  a n d  s e e k  r e m u n e r a t i v e  e m p l o y m e n t  e ls e w h e r e ,  
t h e y  v o l u n t a r i l y  p r e s s e d  u p o n  m e  a  fa ir  s a l a r y ,  a n d  t e n d e r e d  t h e  
g r a t u i t o u s  s e r v i c e  o f  a  l a r g e  a n d  e x c e l l e n t  c h o i r  o f  v o i c e s ,  t o  b e  
p l a c e d  e n t i r e l y  a t  m y  d is p o s a l .

S o m e t i m e s  m y  c h o i r  n u m b e r e d  a s  m a n y  a s  t h i r t y  v o i c e s ,  c o m 
p o s e d  o f  y o u n g  j ie r s o n s  o f  m y  o w n  fa i t h  ; m e d i u m i s t i c ,  a n d  f u l l  
o f  in s p i r a t i o n ,  a u d  u n b o u n d e d  in  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  a n d  a f f e c t io n  f o r  
m e .  F o r  n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r *  t h is  d e l i g h t f u l  c h o r a l  s o c i e t y  r a l l ie d  
a r o u n d  m e , o n l y  b r e a k i n g  u p  a t  la s t  w i t h  m y  e n f o r c e d  d e p a r t u r e  
f r o m  N e w  Y o r k .

1 c o m p o s e d  t h e  m u s ic  o f  o u r  s e r v i c e s ,  m e t  w i t h  m y  y o u n g  
s in g e r s  t w ic e  a  w e e k  f o r  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  c a n  t r u l y  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  
a n g e ls  s a n g  w i t h  u s , a n d  t h a t  a s  m u c h  o f  h e a v e n  a s  c a n  e v e r  b e  
k n o w n  o n  e a r t h ,  o f t e n  h u r s t  f o r t h  f r o m  t h e  l ip s  o f  t h i s  d e a r  
c h o i r ,  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e  w e r e  b y  a f f e c t io n ,  m u t u a l  a d m i r a 
t io n ,  a n d  e s t e e m , a n d  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r e s e n c e  a n d  i n s p ir a t i o n  f r o m  
b e l o v e d  s p i r i t  f r i e n d s ,  w h o  c h r i s t e n e d  m y  y o u n g  s i n g e r s  •* S h o r 
i n g  S t a r s , "  a m i  l o r  w h o m  t h e y  w o u ld  o f t e n  s e le c t  a n d  c o m p o s e  
s p e c ia l  a n t h e m s  t h e y  w is h e d  p e r f > r m e d .  i  l i n g e r  o n  t h is  p a g e , 
o n e  o f  t h e  b r i g h e s t  a u d  h a p p i e s t  o f  m y  A m e r i c a n  m e m o r ie s  ; 
b u t  t i m e  a u d  s p a c e  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  in  w h ic h  m y  t o o  f lu e n t  
p e n  i s  m a n i p u l a t i n g  ; t h e s e  w a r n  m e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h is  p o r t i o n  o f  
m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  l e s t  t h e  s t i l l  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  e r a  o f  m y  l i f e  a *  a  
l e c t u r e r  s h o u l d  b e  c r o w d e d  o u t  o f  t h e  p a g e s  a l r e a d y  o v e r c h a r g e d  
w i t h  t h e  l u c u b r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e s t  m e d iu m .  M y  n e x t  a r t i c l e ,  th e n ,  
w i l l  i n v i t o  m y  r e a d e r « ’  c o m p a n y  in  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  f in a l  e r a  o f  th a t

c a r e e r ,  w h e r e  m y  o w n  w a n d e r i n g  a n d  f a l t e r i n g  f e e t  h a v e  b e e n  
g u i d e d  b y  t h a t  h o s t  “ o f  m i g h t y  d e a d , ’ ’ w h o m  t h e  o r t h o d o x ,  in  
t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e i r  S c r i p t u r e s ,  d e c l a r e  “ a r e  n o t ; ’ ’  w h o m  th e  
p i o u s  h id e  a w a y  f r o m  n s  in  th e  u n a p p r o a c h a b l e  r e a lm s  o f  a n  i m 
p o s s i b le  H e a v e n  o r  H e l l ,  o r  a y e t  m o r e  im p o s s i b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
o b l i v i o u s  c o r r u p t i o n  in  t h e  t o m b ,  b u t  w h o m  I  know  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  la m p s  t o  m y  d a r k e n e d  e y e s ,  t h e  s ta r s  o f  m y  n i g h t ,  t h e  s u n  
o f  m y  d a y ,  t h e  p i l l a r s  o f  c l o u d  a n d  l i r e  in  m y  w i l d e r n e s s ,  th e  
H e a v e n - s e n t  M o s e s ,  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  l e a d i n g  o n  t h e i r  w a y w a r d  
c h a r g e  t o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t.lio b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r  w h ic h  d i v i d e s  m e  
f r o m  t h e  p r o m i s e d  la n d , w h o r e  I  k n o w  in  g r a t e f u l  b l e s s in g  a n d  
t e n d e r e s t  r e - u n i o n  I  s h a l l  m e e t  m y  i n v is i b l e  g u i d e s  in  v i s i b l e  
g l o r y ,  m y  v e i l e d  l o v e s  in  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  m o r n i n g  w h o s e  
s u n  s h a l l  k n o w  n o  s e t t i n g .

THE CONVENTION AT DARLINGTON.

A  n k w  e p o c h  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  in  t i ie  h i s t o r y  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  in  
t h is  c o u n t y .  T h e  f i r s t  C o n v e n t i o n  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h is  m o v e 
m e n t  a m o n g s t  u s  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l ly  h e ld .  T h e  id e a  o r i g i n 
a t e d ,  a n d  w a s  t r i u m p h a n t ly  c a r r ie d  o u t ,  b y  M r .  J o h n  H o d g e ,  o f  
D a r l i n g t o n ,  a n  o l d  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  S p i r i t u a l i s t  o f  t h e  t r u e  p r o 
g r e s s i v e  s t a m p .

T h e  c a l l  f o r  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  h a d  b e e n  b e f o r e  t b e  p u b l i c  f o r  s o m e  
w e e k s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  2(>tli n i t . ,  a  g o o d l y  n u m b e r  o f  F r i e n d s  o f  
P r o g r e s s  a s s e m b le d  in  t h e  I j o w e r  l l a l l  o f  t h e  M e c h a n i c s ’  I n s t i t u 
t io n ,  D a r l i n g t o n .  M r .  a n d  M rs. S p e a r  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  f r o m  
L o n d o n ,  w i t l i  m a n y  e a r n e s t  f r i e n d s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y .  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a p e d  i t s e l f  b y  u n a n im o u s l y  v o t i n g  
M r .  H o d g e  in  t h e  c h a ir ,  a n d  b u s in e s s  c o m m e n c e d  b y  a  r i c h  a d 
d r e s s  f r o m  M r .  S p e a r ,  c o m p o s e d  u n d e r  in s p i r a t i o n a l  in f lu e n c e .  
T h r o e  i n t e r e s t i n g  S e s s io n s  w e r e  h e ld  t h a t  d a y .

O n  t h e  2 7 t h  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a s s e m b le d  a n  h o u r  e a r l i e r ,  t o  
g i v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  u s e f u l  a u d  o r i g i n a l  im p e r s  t o  b e  
r e a d  a n d  c o m m e n t e d  o n .  T h e  c h a i r  w a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  v a r io u s  
m e m b e r s  o f  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  b o t h  s e x e s ,  a n d  t h e  in t e r e s t  in c r e a s e d  
t o w a r d s  t h e  c l o s e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  “  W o m a n ’ s  I n f l u e n c e  in  
S o c i e t y ”  w a s  a b l y  d i s c u s s e d  b y  M r s .  S p e a r .  “ L i t e r a t u r e ”  a n d  
“ T h e o l o g y ”  b y  A ir . G a r d n e r ,  o f  N e w c a s t l e .  D r  M ‘ L e o d  g a v e  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  p a p e r  e m b o d y i n g  m a n y  s t r i k i n g  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  eX " 
p e r le n o e s .  M r .  B u r n s ,  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  L i b r a r y ,  L o n d o n ,  r e a d
* l o n g  p a p e r  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  p o s i t i v e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  
S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  A  p r a c t i c a l  M e s m e r i s t  w a s  in  t h e  c a m p ,  a n d  c o n 
t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  w e r e  m e s m e r i c .  T h i s  w a s  a b ly
r e l in k e d  b y  t l i o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  a n d  m u c h  l i g h t  w a s  t h r o w n  o n  th e  
s u b je c t .  M a n y  w o n d e r f u l  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  in s p ir a t io n ®  
a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  m ig g e s s t iv e  r e m a r k s ,  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  th e  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  o n  w h ic h  w o  n e e d  n o t  d w e l l  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a s  t h e y  a re  
in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  M  r . B u r n s ,  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  L i b r a r y ,  w h o  h a s  
b e e n  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t io n  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n .

A n  a s s o c ia t io n  w a s  f o r m o d  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  “  A s s o c i a 
t io n  o f  I V  ig r e s s iv e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a iu l  l * 1- 
M 'L e o d ,  N e w c a s t l e - o n  T y n e ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  S e c r e t a r y .

It is the intention of this body to encourage similar Conven
tions in other touuis throughout the county. It was a novel 
feature o f the Convention that woman took equal rank with her 
brother, man, in managing the business, and acting as officer i11 
the new association. ,

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  C o n v e n t i o n  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  a n d  r e f r e s h e d ,  a n 1 
t h e i r  s o u l s  e n l a r g e d ,  b y  t h is  n e v e r - t o - b e - f o r g o t t e n  e v e n t  ; a n d  i 
is I m p e d  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  h u m a n i t y  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  t h e i r  t r u e »  
s e n s e ,  w i l l  a r d e n t l y  i m p r o v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  
s u c c e s s f u l ly  i n a u g u r a t e d .

T H E  R E V . .1. M. S C E A U  IN  il l  R M I N’ G l l  A M.

To the Editor of the Spiritual '¡'¡men.

We have laid rpiite a feast, or revival of .Spiritualism among a ftw friend* 
here, which I think will do good to the cause. Mr. Spear left Loud1»’ 
on Saturday, July 22nd, and on his way to the Darlington Conventi” " 
(by arrangement) culled at Birmingham. On the following Sundn.v 
morning iilmut. thirty friends mot to hear him lecture, which he did in * 
clour and effective manner, in which a portion of his own wonderf“ 
history was relatod. So pleased were iris hearers, that it wish 'vtl< 
expressed to hear him again in tha evening, with which lie complied. wh*w 
a pleasant and prnlitahlo three hours were spent, Mr S. speaking twice"' 
one a prepared address, and tho other inspirational. On Monday a ,f 
friends met again for conversation and Doiinention of Character, w h i c h  latte 
weie rcmaiakhly correct, so much so ns to prove, beyond a doubt, that 
is aided by a higher power than his own both in tho Delineation otCb»r 
acler and Diagnosis of disease. Few people, I think, could converse a’1’ 
him without being interested aud made hotter by it. With so go0’ 
teacher of Spiritualism at their command, I hope some of tho nunier" 
friends of Progress scattered over tiie country will invite him to lect“ 
and converse in their different localities.— Yours truly,

Josimi Usuuaivooia
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATION' GIVEN TO MR. GEORGE
TURNER, MERCHANT, OF LEEDS, JUNE, 7, 18G5.

To the Editor of the Spiritual 'rimes.

W hen will My people hear me ? I command, and they shall 
know that I will be obeyed. I have raid, I will give power with 
My command, and My people shall see whose words shall stand : 
My word Gy thee, or those who dispute My word by thee. If 
tuan can stop the sun from going down, or stop the tide of the 
sea from flowing, or remove the pillars of heaven, or dry up the 
sea, or carry the whole earth on his hand, or dissolve the hills 
and mountains in chaos, or sink for ever the earth,—then may 
he think to contend against Me. the Lord, who speaketh by 
thee; and hinder the ful tilment of My word. But still his thoughts 
would be vain, for these to Me are as the dust ot the balance. 
If I say unto man. show Me the remote parts ot the universe, or 
ask him the bounds of heaven, or the number of my angels, and 
how they receive light at my word ; or if I demand of man to 
stand before Me, to speak in wisdom things I do not know, or 
answer words I should speak ; if he can tell how light was 
formed and darkness appeared ; or who found sight to compre
hend the light, that vision might appear ; or in what consists 
the happiness of heaven ; or how long eternity hath endured or 
will endure ; and what changes there will be in eternity ; and 
how the universe is upheld ; and on what pillars chaos stands ; 
and how they came there without Ale, the Lord or heaven and 
earth. If man can auswer Me in these few, then he may' boast 
of his wisdom ; but with Me all this would be as ignorance and 
foolishu-ss ; when I come forth with My knowledge, who ordered 
and supports ail this.' Then let man fear Me, the Lord, and bow 
to Me, that he jinny be happy. I counsel man to hear My voice, 
that he mav live and receive the Divine life, and enjoy My glory. 
So sure shall My word by thee be fulfilled, as all things are in 
My power ; so let not thy heart faint nor fear. The earth is 
Mine, and I will give it to man to enjoy, in holiness, happiness, 
and glory, wdiich none shall molest or destroy. I am the Lord 
who promises this. Now, My children in the visitation who 
fear and love Me, continue in My love ; for this inheritance is for 
you and your generation to inherit: and I will rejoice over you 
to bless with my delights, unknown to man, and pleasures that 
will endure, wdiich eye hath not seen nor ear heard: nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man yet to conceive or comprehend the 
joys of My life. Thus do I talk with My family of’ faith, that 
they may know their portions and enter into my rest: Jesus, 
your Father, Saviour, and Redeemer: and I will dwell with 
man. These things let My people know, that they may wait 
upon Me in full assurance of my love, which shall never end to 
My faithful.—Endorsed by

Daniel J ones, Bradford-on-Avon.
July 24, 1805.

A LETTER FROM MR. IIOWITT.

My Dear Sir,—I thank you for your little volume, Spiritualism ; 
its Facts and Phases. As an individual contribution to  ̂the 
general mass of testimony on this great topic of the age, it is 
very valuable. You are aware that Spiritualism extends over 
all North Ame:ica, and over all Europe from Spain to Siberia. 
That it numbers its votaries by millions, ami in all classes, in
cluding the crowned heads of nearly every Continental couutry, 
especially of the sagacious French Emperor, and, as certain 
persons very high in this couutry say, of our own beloved 
monarch. See what was said on this subject in the Memorial 
Diplomatique the other day. You are aware that Spiritualism 
possesses a whole library of literature, by men many of them of 
great name in various countries. To such men, familiarly ac
quainted with all the facts and phases of the question, eacli 
personal narrative is a fresh stone quarried for the building of 
the great Temple of Truth. Professor Hare, the great Faraday
•>f America, has observed how very ignorant even the learned 
look, when tiiey talk of things they don’t understand, in the 
presence of those who do. The people down your way are pre
cisely in this case on the subject of Spiritualism. They seem to 
think it is some new little heresy, broken out in a corner of one 
of their villages, instead of being what it is the faith and prac
tice of the roost educated and honest portion ofthe public,nearly 
all over tiie world. To hear people talk and rant, as they do in 
your neighbourhood, after it has been thoroughly investigated 
oy men ofthe highest intellects and attainments m all countries, 
and has convinced m iiiy millions, is to us old veterans one ot the 
niost lauglmble spectacles imaginable. Some denying the pheno
mena altogether, and others attributing them to the devil, re- 
minds one of a lunatic asylum, rather than a population in a 
couutry with all the educational pretences of England.

What nonsense your neighbours arc talking about consulting 
"wizards,” and “ those who peep and mutter.’’ AVhy, I have 
not only been several years a Spiritualist, and have conversed 
with scores of others who have been so much longer, and some 
of them in the very highest ranks of this couutry, a ml have been 
amongst Spiritualists abroad, and read a good cart-load of books 
on the subject, yet I have never been able to hear of, much more 
to meet with, one of these much talked of “ wizards,”  or one of 
these “ peepers and muttcrcrs.” Have any of the people who 
talk about them, seen a single specimen of those buggaboos of 
silly country ladies and interested country parsons ? If not they 
had better say something rational and probable. And they can
not do better than to begin a wiser course by reading your little 
volume, which, I can tell them, from long experience, is a per
sonal narrative of facts, and most useful and profitable facts.

When they have read that, I advise them to begin and read 
their Now Testaments a little, and compare the doctrines and 
the conduct they find there with the doctrines and the practices 
of the preseut age in this so-called Christian country, and if they 
do not think it high time there was a reform in religion, and a 
return to the religion of the Bible, not much can be said for th dr 
sagacity.

We have now been nearly 2,000 years professing the religion 
of Christ. What is the religion of Christ '! A religion of wars 
and fighting 1 Of giving and receiving flattering titles I Of 
worshipping of rank and riches, and of despising the poor ? Of 
buying ami selling in the public markets the right to preach th e 
Gospel-in other words, selling church livings ? Of love of finery 
and follies of all kinds 1 Of all kinds of sensuality, drunkenness, 
and profligacy ? A  religion that no longer believes in its own 
doctrines to be found in the Book of Common Prayer, in which 
guardian angels, and ministry of spirits, and communion of 
saints are taught ? Of disbelief of all which Christ, His Apostles, 
and the early Church taught on this subject 1 That is the noto
rious state of things of to-day, and is just as much like what 
your neighbours will find to be the religion of the New Testa
ment, if they will look there, as a black-a-moor is like an angel.

The best that cau be said of modern theology, as sold and 
taught by the clergy, who purchase the right to sell it, is, that it is 
an Enormous H umiiug, and a most scandalous libel on tho name 
of Christ, which is thus impudently assumed by a public winch 
serves Mammon with all its heart, and lives in “ the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world," which their daring sponsor’s havo 
sworn that they shall renounce. Just let your howling and 
cracker-firing neighbours* remember what was tho conduct of 
Christ and His Apostles. Did they hoot, and yell, and make a 
riot i No ; it was the other party—the persecuting Scribes, 
Pharisees, and ignorant mob. They, like the Irish priest, 
Nangle, said that Christ “ had a deviL” I f  your neighbours wilt 
look into tire mirror of the Gospel, they will see their own images 
to the life in tho noisy, yelling, and crucifying Jews. And if 
they don t like the look of themselves thus presented, I again 
tidvise them to sit down and read your “ Facts aud Phases ot 
Spiritualism,’ ' where they will havo tynore Christian conduct and 
a more vital faith pointed out to them. Of one thing let them 
be assured, that if fifteen years of persecution in America only 
ended in creating five millions of firm Spiritualists, and ten 
years of like foolisli behaviour in Europe lias produced tire like 
result, their efforts, so far from moving a single hair of Spiritual
ism, can only help to root it deeper, and give it a much wider 
publicity.— Yours faithfully, W illiam H owitt.

J. 11. Powell, Esq.

A M ATERIALISTIC AGE.

It is an undeniable fact that there is abroad, in this age of ours, n very 
great deal of Materialism. Men seem to regard themselves as intelligent 
pieces of mechanism, whose only business here is to he whut common 
sense calls as practical-minded as possible ; to hare tin eye to self in their 
every movement of existence; and, in short, to exhaust the ingenuity ot 
the soul in amass.ng whatever is m iterial and satisfying to the body. 
The mind, the soul, the spilit of mail—call it what you will—that great 
vital element, which is so mysteriously combined with, and nets upon 
nutter, is but secondary in man’s consideration; and religion, which is 
addie'Sed to it, shares no better fate. However lamentable tho fact, it 
need not lie attempted to he overlooked, that the great question, “  'V hat 
shall it profit a mail, though ho gain the whole world and lose his own 
sou!,’ ’ is by the vast majority of men never anxiously thought upon i 
uav, not even the great truth, “ ’Tis tho mind that, mikes the bony 
rich."

R ev. 1)u. Feruvson, of Tennessee, who has been preaching the sublime 
truths of Spiritualism to the people of England tor some time, and »ho 
has made a deep and lasting impression upon the public mind there, has 
just returned to this country. iVo thank him, in behalt ot the Spirit
ualists of America, for the noble work ho has performed m thus sowing 
the seed ol our beautiful philosophy in the Old W orld. W e earnestly 
pray that it mav spring up and bear fruit a thousand told,

* Banner o f  Light.

• Alluding to tlie disturbance at Mr. Cooper s lecture at Lewes. Em
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Correspondents will please to write legibly on 

one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. I f  this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com
positions.

Ooii readers will favour us by sending accounts 
o f Apparitions, Hauntings, &c. W e wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion.

Bauldy—Declined with thanks.
NOTICE,

T uosk o f our subscribers wbo arc interested in 
Spiritualism, and desirous of diffusing inform
ation on the subject amongst inquirers, can have 
some copiesof Spiritual periodical literature, 
free of chaige, by addressing Mr. W. Tebb, 24, 
Park lload, Dalston, London, N.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR A D V E R 
TISEMENTS.

Two lines and under, 2i . ; every additional 
lino, 'id.', a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr. j .  II. Powell, Spiritual 
Timet Office, 14, Newman-street, Ox ford-st. 

Advertistments for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning.

To tub T r\d it.— The Spiritual Timet is pub
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Time» Office, 14, Newtnan-streot, 
Oxfnrd-st. and by Job Cautlwell. 335, Strand 

Complaints have reached us that the Spiritual 
Timet does not always find its way to country 
subscribers. Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 14, Newman 
Street. Oxford Street, W ,, and we #111 for
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking/our copies can have them post free, 
by remitting tls< fid. per quarter,

THE “ SP IR IT U A L  T IM E S " BY POST, 
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 

Timet, packets will he sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
hy remitting, in advance, as under:—
Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.

1, 3d .,orfor Li, 3s.3d. 2«, fls.fid. 52.1:3s.
2, 3d., „  „  5s. 5d. „  lOsfld. „  21s.

(id., ,, „  Os/fid. „  I3s.0d. ., 26s.
G, Is.' ,, „  l3».0d. „  26s.Od. ,, 32s.
Post Office Orders mult be made payable to 

Mr. ,1. H. Powell, at the Post Office, liathbone- 
place.

r p i I E  S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M  
JL 14, Newman Street, Oxford Street, 

This Institution is established for the 
idvanceruent of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. It offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
a platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew ail sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal tacts of Spirit Com
munion and Immortality, it invites all who 
recognise, or desiro to recognise, these 
truths.

The Lyceum has both religious and se- 
enlar aims,—-religious in the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact ami 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its moa.

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a central institution neces
sary to organize means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
1« isolated forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. 11. 
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
one guinea each (tlio latter subscription 
being the minimum!. Those who sub
scribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures free. Spirit Drawings

and Works of a progressive character 
will be added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may be afforded for the develop
ment of such oonnoeted witli the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum.

Wo feci persuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in tiiis country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us.
A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  L k c t u i i e s  w i l l  R e c e i v e  

A t t e n t i o n .
All communications and remittances to 

be forwarded to Mr. .1. II. Powell, Spiri 
tual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxford-st.

The payment of 2s. Cd. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions
only.____________________ _______ ______

Just ready. In one volume. Demy 8vo., 
Post free, price 10s.

QURR.A-MUNDANE FACTS, IN
O  TH E  LIFE OF J. 13. FE R G U SO N ; 
Including twenty years' observation o f I’reter- 

Natural Phenomena.
Edited t>v T. L. N ichols, M.D., nutlior of 
“ Forty Years of American Life,’’ “  Biography 

of the Brothors Davenport,’ ’ &c., Ac.

This hook contains tlio personal experi
ences o f Mr. Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable eireum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, o f 
very remarkable phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. The work of the editor will he the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
tho facts, and he 1ms reason to believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will he found in tiiis volume.

All orders to be sent to Mr. J . 11. F owkll,
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newnmn-stveet, 

Oxford-street, W.

UBLIO D ISC U SSIO N  ON
"S P IR IT U A L IS M  and the C H A R 

ACTER of the M ANIFESTATIONS of 
the BROTHERS D A V E N P O R T,’ ’ between 
J ohn Hriipoki) L kno and J. II. Powell .

Full Report, price 3d., post-free, -id.
To he had of Mr. J. H. Powell, Spiritual Ly
ceum, 14, Newmnn-street, Oxford-street, W.

Job Caudwell, ¡¡35, Strand.
Price Twopence, Post-free Threepence.

W HAT SPIRITUALISM HAS
T A U O H ’IV* Reprinted from the 

Spiritual Magazine,, may be had at tho Spiritual 
Lyceum, 14, Newmnn-street, Oxford-street, \V.

'Hus pamphlet is one of the most vigorous 
of Mr. Howitt’s numerous writings on Spiritual
ism. It is iu every way suitable for circulation.

PR I N T I N G .  -  CIRCULARS,
PAM PHLETS, BOOKS, &c, printed 

on moderate terms, at the Spiritual Lyceum, 
11, Newman.street, Oxford street. Country 
orders punctual I v attended to.

Gi UIDED''AND'ASSISTED BY
T Beneficent Spirit Intelligences, J. M U R

R A Y SPEAR examines and prescribes for 
disease of Body and Mind.

He also delineates character by personal 
presence or handwriting, and sketches the 
capacities of young persons as impressions are 
given him. He will answer calls to lecture 
or to hold conversations on Spiritualism. 

Address—14(1. A i.iuny Sthf.kt, K uount' s 
Paiik, N .W . Hours from 12 to 3.

SPIRITUALISM; ITS FACTS AND
k J  PH ASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing, 
by J. II. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony on this great topic o f the 
age, it is very valuable.— William Howitt.

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work. * * * Many persons will read Mr.
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.— Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

Tho sum of the matter is, that if one has a 
ft cariosity to know what Spiritualism is, and 
wlmt it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearerview of it from Mr. Powell’s volum* 
than from any otherthathasyet been published, 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium,Sir. Home himself.— Caledonian M et' 
cury, March 12, 1884.

This is tho fourth book that has recently 
come to our bands on tile same subject, mid, 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik
ing of all tho former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and the 
nature oftliefacts or assumptions with which it l* 
crammed from first to last. * * * Theiei*
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry is by 
no means the contemptible thing that many 
peopio wish to consider it. It deals with al
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding ; aimi 
if  false, still they are objects of interest, and 
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standard 
March lllth, 1864.

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., post free,

H YD R O P A T H Y  1
PrieBsnits House, 11, Paddington Green, W. !
and Grafenherg Villa, New B a rn et, Herts. :

MR. METCALFE GIVES THE a
H YDROPATH IC TREATM ENT ■!) 

on tho Most Improved Principle«! - Invalid* - 
are received into the establishment on modern^ ¡j 
Terms. j :

See “  Journnl of Health,”  monthly, the san'.e 
medium for Hydropathy ns tho "  Lancet ”  11 1
for Allopathy.

Job,Caudwell, 335, Strand. Price 2d«

Mil  a n d  m ils . W a l l a c e

beg to announce that they have t«hei> 
tlio Lyceum Hull, 14, Newman-street, Oxford' 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Stfanet* 
to commence on Oood-Kriday, April 14ih.

Seances to commence at half-past 7, p*ro. 
Admission 1».

N E W RSALM tindllYMN TUNES- 
TE DEUM , and TW EN TY-FOlH* 

O RIG IN AL CHANTS, Composed tind Ar
ranged, with voice parts complete, for t® 
Oignn, Harmonium, and Piano, by Rons'1 
Oooi'Kli,— Price 2s.; cloth, 2s. fid,
London: Novella & Co., 69, Dean Street,Sob0,

The Harmonies, both in invention and at' 
rangement, are musical to a very high deg11*’ 
and, altogether, the work is one which can 
strongly recommended, ami will bo sure to n'f 
with approval.—Brighton Guardian

SP IR IT U A L  LYCEUM TRACTS.

I V T O -  1 .— N I C O D E M I A N S  A ^ 1’
I V  TIIO M A SIAN S.hv IVii.li.ui IlowrrJ;
No. 2.—SPIRITU ALISM  IN I I A R M O M  

W IT H  SCI ENCK. bv Dr. J. 13. F rkguso>*
No. 3.— AN APPE A L TO TH E CLEB«’ ’ , 

FOR THE INVESTIGATION 
SPIR ITU A L ISM , hv Onk on Tim»1' 
selves. Now ready. Price Threepence 

An assortment of the above, with others,

A few conies of

A D IN  B A L L O U ’ S MODRLIJ 
Spirit-Manifestations, published 11 

Is. (id. May be bad at the Spirit11*"1 
Lyceum. Is. each. Pont free Is. 2d.

Tiiis Work contains a Preface, writ“
by Mr. Andrew Leighton.
Printed and Published hv tho l ’ roprie*.1 

R oiikiit Coopkh, at the Spiritual I-ytrl 
14, i\ewnmn-st.,Oxford-st.. in the Coi j’ , 
o f Middlesex, Saturday, August 5th. Id*-'*"


