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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal sense a substantial realities, presenting 
not only vvith the semblances, Imt the positive evidences >f eternal existence, 

**ttaing us to feel that the passing shadows we apeak o f belong not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. It is easy to imagine that we a» e dealing with the aV - 
•blute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but. on redaction, we discover that the only absolute anden- 
tthrlug fact» are beyond the tomb.

SPIRITUALISM AND POLITICS.

W jia t  have Politics to do with Spiritualism ? is a question 
^hicli will probably be asked by our readers. Directly, 
little; indirectly, much, is our answer. Politics have to 
do, in some way or other, with our social, moral, and 
religious existence, and however much we may, as a 
»utter of personal feeling, avoid participating in the ex
citement of political discussion, nevertheless, whether we 
Will or no, Politics confront us at every point of our 
career, and are, as it were, the very threads of the fabric 
°f social existence. It may he a matter apparently unim
portant to those who never trouble their heuds about 
Political'; affairs as to which of the parties, liberal or 
Conservative, triumph in the present General Election, but 
there can be no doubt but that the country at large must, 
in a measure, gain or lose, according to the moral and 
intellectual stamina of tko men who aro elected to make 
the laws.

Spiritualism, although its phenomena and philosophy 
have not a direct bearing on Politics, has, nevertheless, 
niuch to do with them. I f  the men who sit in Parliament 
nro inspired with thoso divine Christian principles which 
¡Spiritualism holds sacred, they will rule wisely and lov
e l y ,  and who shall say tho public will not be the gainers ? 
We know there are many bright exemplars of true States
manship to whom we can look up with hope; men who do 
™>t, it may he, believe that spirits busy themselves setting 
tables to dance, or tambourines to fly, but who believe, 
Beyertheless, in tho essentially vital principles of spiritual 
Philosophy. It is not for us to sit in judgment on the 
henest faith of any ; all we have to do is to advocate our 
'lews of Spiritualism, and when necessary, defend them 
against the attacks o f penny-a-liners and buffoons. It is 
a mere trifle whether a man believes or not in the mere 
Phenomenal part of Spiritualism, providing lie accepts its 
philosophy. The phenomena are in reality mostly useful

convincing those who do not believe in its philosophy— 
¡hat death is only another name for change—that life is 
»nniortal—and that God not only exists, but that He is 
'he eternally Just.
. Those who believe in the spiritual philosophy and not 
'a its phenomena, are certainly, in our opinion, moro useful 
members of society than those who bejieve in its pke- 
noinena and not in its philosophy. It is a failing deeply to 
m regretted in many so-called Spiritualists that they devote 
'heir entire leisure to seeking exciting phenomena, and 
aeyer give an hour’s patience to the uses which manifestly 
mloiig to them. I f  W0| ourselves, make a plaything of 

spiritualism, can we expect others who watch us at our 
P'av, and who have outgrown childhood, to care to return

to its stato of thoughtlessness. Whatsoever our hands 
findeth to do wo should do with all our might. I f  we 
have a need for spiritual communication for our soul-profit, 
let us employ the best methods to obtain tho desired com
munication. But to make use of tho divino means of 
bringing home to man a knowledge of bis destiny for 
purposes of play is, to say tho least, a paltry and wicked 
practice. Therefore, whilst we recognise tho philosophy as 
being moro useful than tho phenomena of Spiritualism, 
we by no means overestimate the one at the expense of 
the other. The phenomena to the Atheist and Materialist 
are the all in all. I f  they do not believe, how shall 
they receive the fruits of faith ?

But because certain men bold lu'gh oflico in tho State, 
and whilst holding by the philosophy, ignore tlio phenomena 
of Spiritualism ; we aro not called upon to be uncharitable 
in our estimato of them and their mission. Spiritualism 
teaches us more than uny other systom to be simply just, 
and by justice to win men to truth. Thoso who take the 
seats of learning in and out of St. Stephen’s need 
to be fully zealous in the cause of rightoousness ; in other 
words, they need to act as men conscious of tho immor
tal destiny of humanity. Without lliis consciousness they 
will fail to serve thoir kind, and evidently be tho wrong 
men in their places. In so far as the essential principles 
of life-action and soul-elevation live in tho lives of the 
leaders of the people will tlioy, call them conservative or 
liberal—names aro nothing, legislato for human advance
ment. W o have reason to believo’ tho now Parliament 
will number somo truly sterling men amongst its members 
— men of strength and courago who aro destined to “  do 
tho State somo s o r v i c o a n d  it is no common expression 
to us to say that Spiritualism is at work amongst these 
men; and although its phenomena may bo overlooked, its 
philosophy will hold sway. In fact, without the men who 
take their seats in the re-assembling Parliament really 
comprehend their mission in its divino sense, there will be 
little just or wise legislation; and if they do comprehend it in 
that 6enso, although they may shudder with horror at tlm 
name o f Spiritualism, they, will practically spread iis 
Christianising teachings. It is a source of gratification to 
us to known that Spiritualism is not confined to thoso who 
call themselves Spiritualists. It is manifesting in the 
Church, in tho Court, and in tho theatre— in fact, it 
works in our literature, and in a vory mysterious 
manner uses tho material agencies everywhere abound
ing, to aid in the development of its powers. Nor 
need wo fear, its mighty infiucnco will not bo felt in 
Parliament; everywhere there is a demand l'or honesty und 
purity, not only o f election, but of purpose in every depart
ment of life. The crying abuse of tho ego is tho shameful 
dishonesty of professional men and tradesmen in their 
dealings with othors. W e except tlio honest ones from 
these strictures* (thank God there are soxuo— would to God 
there wero moro.) Purity o f purpose must spring from a 
vital faith in purity itself. Whilst men of lax morals find 
a premium given to dishonesty, they will Btrive for the 
premium; to oliango or purify thoir purpose, a purifying
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philosophy, such as Spiritualism enforces, must ho operutivo 
upon their hearts. Electors want two things in recording 
their votes— 5rst, candidates of purity of purpose— next, 
purity of purpose themselves; then, and not till then, will 
tho abominable bribery system full to the ground.

The S p iritu a l Tim es has been doing its work in its own 
way, and, hitherto, has had little or nothing to say of 
politics as such ; but when tho subject demands attention, 
it will not, we trust, fail to do it justice. Every effort at 
social and religious elevution demands recognition, and 
deserves praise for its aims, if not for its success. When men 
serve ua in Parliament not from a vain ambition to be in 
the high places, but from a living enthusiasm in the cause 
of humanity, then wo venture to assert the vitalising truths 
of Spiritualism will divinely affect them. Then, indeed, 
will love to God and love to man be the ruling principle of 
life; and never till then can we hope to have a nation of 
honest shopkoepers, and of faithful ministers, both in tho 
Church and in the State, and necessarily pure electors and 
elected. Those who do the Stato service, by dealing justly and 
devoting themselves to truth, live, not only for f.homsclves, 
but for mankind; and such alone aro fit to sit in St. 
Stephens, or to occupy, in fact, any high position, because 
their influence, being powerful, is dangerous, if it bo not 
guided by Divine principle.

Politics are the very life of society. No man, woman, or 
child, lives removed from their influence. They mould our 
educationary institutes. They inscribe their mark upon our 
national history, and no are free or fettered, as they happen 
to affect us. Ho who would escape from them must escape 
from his kind ; for wherever man asssociates politics abide. 
They aro like tho descending shower, i'roo from tho in
fluence of wealth or pride, for they descend on tho poor and 
on tho rich; but they doubtless affect the rich differently to 
tho poor, becauso of the external differences surrounding 
both. Heaven haa been bountiful with her gifts of sun
shine and rain. So, likewise, lias she bountifully bestowed 
politics; but man, alas ! has abused her gifts, ami diverted 
them to his own selfish ends. Thus, tho introduction of 
the demon Self, makes things, in themselves good, pro
ductive of harm. It is ever necessary that a guiding 
principle of justice shall rule ; so that politics may bo used 
and neverabused, that mankind may thus rise to the altitude 
of men. To bring society to a positive acceptance of this 
truth, Spiritualism comes forth tho true herald of goodwill 
aud peace, and moving amidst the confused elements of 
social and religious disorder, is silently in some places, 
noisy in others, breaking down old abuses, and ro-in- 
ftuppirating in their stead, the donthless truths of Christi
anity. This work is slow, nevertheless it is sure, and wo 
indulge tho hope, that in a very few years a new order 
of things will prevail, in place of those which debase and 
almost kill the soul. Then wo shall learn that spiritual 
philosophy directs the politics which aro indispensable to 
social existence and well-being.

PHYSICAL M A N I F E S T A T I O N S  T H R O U G H  W I L L I A M  

H G R A 1 I O  A N D  M A R Y  E D D Y .

N o th ix o  i s  s o  m u c h  s o u g h t  a f t e r ,  a n d  e x c i t i n g  ro m u c h  in t e r e s t  
i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a s  p h y s i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ; a n d  j u s t  a t  t h is  t im e  
t h e y  s e e m  t o  b e  q u i t e  a n  a b s o r b i n g  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n .  F e e l 
i n g  d e e p l y  in t e r e s t e d  in  a l l  p h e n o m e n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p e r t a in 
i n g  t o  n e w e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  I  m a k e  i t  a  p o i n t  t o  i m p r o v e  e v e r y  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s ,  a u d  e x a m i n e  
t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  n e w l y - d e v e l o p e d  m e d iu m s .  I t  l ia s  a l r e a d y  
b e c o m e  very e v i d e n t  t h a t  w h a t  w e  a r e  y e t  t o  w ee, n s  c o m m o n  
p h e n o m e n a ,  w i l l  e c l i p s e  a l l  w e  h a v e  s e e n  ;■ t h a t  i s ,  s u p p o s i n g  
p h y s i c a l  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s  t o  in c r e a s e  in  v a r i e t y  a n d  p o w e r ,  t o r  t h e  

•  next l i v e  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  f o r  f iv e  y e a r s  p a s t ; a n d  e v e n  n o w ,  
t h e  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s ,  In  s o m e  in s t a n c e s ,  a r e  a s s u m i n g  a  c h a r a c t e r  
e q u a l  t o  a l l  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  p r e d i c a t e d  u p o n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  i n d i c a t i o n  
o r  w h a t  h a s  b e e n .

I  t h o u g h t  I  h a d  s e e n  w o n d e r f u l  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s ,  b u t  1 m u s t  
h a v e  b a d  a  f e e b le  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h o  w o n d e r f u l ,  f o r  L h a v e  l a t e l y  
w i t n e s s e d  t h a t  w h ic h  w o u l d  a s t o u n d  t h e  m o s t  s c e p t i c a l .

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  M ay 3 1 s t , !  v i s i t e d  t h e  h o m o  o f  t h e  E d d y  
f a m i l y ,  in  C h i t t e n d e n ,  V t .  I a r r i v e d  in  t im e  t o  p a r t a k e  o f  a  
s u t i* t a n t ia l  f a r m e r  s  d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  m e d iu m s .  D u r i n g  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  1 v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e m , w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  e n g a g e d  a t  
t h e i r  l a b o u r — t h e y  a r e  f a r m e r s ,  a n d  d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  h e  a f r a id  o f  
w o r k .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t w o  g e n t l e m e n ,  s c e p t i c s ,  a u d  r e s i d e n t s  o f

t h e  t o w n ,  c a m e  in  t o  w i t n e s s ,  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  t h e  m a n i fe s t a t io n s ,  
u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

1 h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  p e r s o n s ,  o n l y ,  in  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e  la r g e  fa r m 
h o u s e  k i t c h e n  w a s  d a r k e n e d ,  a n d  t h e  in s t r u m e n t s  p la c e d  u p o n  
a  t a b le  o n  o n e  s id e  o f  th e  r o o m .  W e  w e r e ,  a f t e r  e x a m i n i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h o u s e  c a r e f u l l y  s e a t e d  in  a  c i r c le  a r o u n d  
t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  m e d iu m s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h o  c i r c le  s e p a r a t e ly ,  
t w o  o f  t h e m  j o i n i n g  h a n d s  w it h  m o , t h e  o t h e r  o n e  j o i n e d  h a n d s  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  g e n t l e m e n ,  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  ¡ c i r c l e  j u s t  la r g e  
e n o u g h  t o  s u r r o u n d  t h e  t a b le .  I n s t e a d  o f  s in g i n g ,  w e  a l l  k e p t  
u p  a  l i v e l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  p o s s i b le  c h a n c e  f o r  a n y  
o n e  t o  d e c e i v e ,  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n .  T h e  
l i g h t  b e i n g  p u t  o u t ,  a l m o s t  in s t a n t a n e o u s l y  t h e  m u s ic a l  in s t r u 
m e n t s ,  s e v e r a l  in  n u m b e r ,  w e r e  p l a y e d  u p o n ,  a n d  c a r r ie d  a ll 
a b o u t  t h o  r o o m  ; t h e  c l o c k ,  w h ic h  s t o o d  t w e l v e  f e e t  f r o m  th e  
c i r c le ,  w a s  s t r u c k ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  s t r i k i n g  u n t i l  t h e  w e i g h t  ru n  
d o w n .  A  p a i l  o f  w a t e r  w a s  b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  c lo s e t ,  a  d is t a n c e  
o f  f i f t e e n  f e e t ,  a n d  p l a c e d  iu  t h e  s c e p t i c  s la p  o p p o s i t e  m e .  A  
la r g o  d o g  t h a t  w a s  in  t h o  r o o m ,  e n j o y i n g  s le e p ,  w a s  t a k e n  u p  
a n d  b r u s h e d  a r o u n d  in  t h e  c i r c le ,  a n d  a g a i n s t  o u r  f a c e s .  O u  
t h o  l i g h t  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d ,  w e  f o u n d  t h e  d o g  s t a n d i n g  o n  th e  
ta l i le  in  f r o n t  o f  u s . A g a i n  r e s u m i n g  o u r  p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  th e  
l i g h t  p u t  o u t ,  i t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  t h e  l i o u s e  w a s  b e i n g  t o r n  t o  p ie c e s . 
A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a  h o m e - m a d e  l o u n g e ,  w e i g h i n g  f o r t y  o r  
f i f t y  p o u n d s ,  w a s  b r o u g h t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  le a s t  n o i s e ,  f r o m  a  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  r o o m ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  t w e l v e  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  c i r c l e ,  a n d  o n e  
e n d  o f  i t  p l a c e d  o n  m y  h e a d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o n  t h e  h e a d  o f  »  
g e n t l e m a n  o p p o s i t e  m e  ; a n d  t h e n  i t  w a s  r e m o v e d  a n d  le ft  
s t a n d i n g  o n  e n d  b e h in d  m o . F i n a l ly ,  a m i d s t  a  g e n e r a l  c o n f u s i o a  
o f  b e l l  r i n g i n g ,  d r u m m i n g ,  v i o l i n  p l a y i n g ,  t in  p a n  r a t t l i n g ,  d is h e s  
c l a t t e r i n g ,  d o o r s  s la m m i n g ,  p o u n d i n g ,  k n o c k i n g  a n d  h o u se  
j a r r i n g ,  a  l i g h t  w a s  s t r u c k ,  a n d  w e  f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  s u r r o u n d e d  
w i t h  a  l i t t l e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  u te n s ils -

I t  w a s  n o  v e r y  l a u g h a b l e  m a t t e r ,  f o r  e i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  s i t t in g  
w i t l i  j o i n e d  h a n d s — a f t e r  k n o w i n g  b y  p r e v io u s  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  o t h e r s  in  t h e  l i o u s e — t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  a r t ic l e 8 
f r o m  g a r r e t  t o  c e l l a r ,  w e r o  f l y i n g  p r o m i s c u o u s l y  a r o u n d  th e ir  
h e a d s  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  h a d e  f a i r  t o  in t e r f e r e  w i t h  their 
p h y s i c a l  s a fe t y .  D u r i n g  t h is  t im e  w e  w e r e  a l l  in  c i r c l e ,  w ith  
j o i n e d  h a n d s ,  c o n s t a n t ly  c o n v e r s i n g ,  i f  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  o f  tb *  
c i r c le ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f ,  c a n  p la c e  a n y  c o n f id e n c e  in  o u r  s e n se s , 
t h e n  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p o s s s ib le  c h a n c e  f o r  d e c e p t io n -

I t  w a s  t h e n  p r o p o s e d  t o  s i t  o n  t h e  c a b i n e t -p l a n .  A n  e m p ty  
b e d r o o m  w a s  s e le c t e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  H o r a t io  
a n d  M a r y  E d d y  w e r o  p la c e d  in  t h e  r o o m  m id  s e c u r e l y  t ie d  to  
c h a ir s .  A  d o o r  w i t h  a  d i a m o n d - s h a p e d  a p e r t u r e  w a s  t h e n  set 
u p  in  t h e  d o o r  f r a m e ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  h a n d s  a n d  a r m s  w ere  
s e e n  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r s ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  v e r y  
la r g e  a n d  b l a c k ,  w i t h  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  v e r y  r a g g e d  re<* 
f la n n e l  s h i r t  s le e v e  o n  i t — t o  a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s  a  v e r i t a b le  A f r i c a n ’ * 
a r m .  A  c o p p e r - c o l o u r e d  a r m , a n il  a  v e r y  la r g e  c o p p e r  c o lo u r e d  
f o o t  w e r e  s h o w n .  O n  o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  i n s t a n t ly ,  w e  f o u n d  th e  
m e d iu m s  j u s t  a s  w e  h a d  l e f t  t h e m ,  s e c u r e l y  t ie d  t o  t h e  ch a ir* -  
A h s o o n  a s  w e  c l o s e d  t h e  d o o r ,  a n  I n d i a n  f a c e ,  w i t h  h is  h ea d  
d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  f e a t h e r s ,  a p p e a r e d  l it  t h e  a p e r t u r e ,  l o o k in g  
m i l d l y  u p o n  u s . I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  *  
n i c e ly  f o r m e d ,  d e l i c a t e  a r m ,  o v e r  w h ic h  w a s  a  la c e  s le e v e  a n d  *  
b r a c e l e t ,  a n d  o n  t h e  f in g e r s  s e v e r a l  r i n g s .  T h i s  a r m  w a s  h e ld  
in  s i g h t  l o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  u s  t o  r e a l i s e  i t s  t a n g i b i l i t y .  'I d *  
m e d iu m s  w e r e  a g a in  e x a m i n e d ,  a n d  f o u n d  t i e d  a s  b e fo re «  
U p o n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  m e d iu m ’ s  g a r m e n t s ,  it  w a s  n o t i c e d  t l ,!vl 
M a r y  w o r e  a  d e la in e  d r e s s ,  w i t h  c l o s e - f i t t i n g  s le e v e s , ’ a n d  
j e w e l r y  u p o n  e i t h e r  h a n d  ; a n d  n e i t h e r  h a d  a n y  r o d  f la n n « 1 
a b o u t  th e m .

O n c e  m o r e  w e  c l o s e d  t h e  d o o r s ,  w h e n  h a n d s  a n d  a r m s ,  farg® 
a n d  a l s o  v e r y  s m a l l ,  m a d e  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a n d  w e  e x c h a n g e d  
g r a s p  w i t h  t h e  h a n d s .  T h e n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a n  o l d  l a d y  a p p e a r e d *  
w i t h  a n  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  r u f l l e d b o r d e r  c a p  o n  t h o  h e a d ,  a n d  * *  
h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f e e l i n g  t h o  fa c e , h a i r ,  a n d  c a p  ; b l i t  a l l  w e r® 
s o  a s t o n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h l y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  f a c e ,  t h a t  n o ° *  
f e l t  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  t o u c h  i t .  I m m e d i a t e l y  t h o  m e d iu m s  w e l*  
e x a m i n e d ,  a n d  s t i l l  f o u n d  t ie d .  W e  h a d  b a r e l y  s h u t  t h e  d q * T 
a n d  t u r n e d  f r o m  i t ,  b e f o r e  w e  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  o j i e n  i t  
a n d ,  d o i n g  s o ,  f o u n d  t h e  m e d iu m s  u n t i e d .  T h e  t h i r d  m e » » 11**1'  
W i l l i a m ,  a l l  t h i s  t im e  s a t  n e a r  t h e  d o o r ,  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  
r o o m  in  w h ic h  H o r a t i o  a m i  M a r y  w e r o  t ie d  t o  t h e i r  c h » |(*T 
T h e r e  w a s  n o  c h a n c e  f o r  a n y  c o l l u s io n .  1 h a v e  n e v e r  w i t n e 8*^ 
m a n i fe s t a t i o n s  e q u a l  t o  t h e s o .  I  h a v e  e x a m i n e d  t h e  r o o m «  __ 
m y  e n t i r e  s a t i s f a c t io n ,  a n d  h a v e  s t u d i e d  t l i o  n le d iu n iB , a n d  c ^ 1 
f u l l y  r e f l e c t e d  u p o n  w h a t  I  s a w  a n d  b e a r d  ; a n d  h a v e  a l s o  
a i d e r e d  c a u t i o u s l y  a l l  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  r * fa t ' 
p o s i t i o n s ,  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r e s e n t ; a n d  I  m u s t  ^  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  K d d y s  t o  b e  e q u a l ,  i f  n o t  s u p e r i o r ,  t o  a n y  l iK 'd iu 1® 
f o r  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s  in  t h e  c a b i n e t  o r  in  t h e  d a r k  c i r c le .

B u t  l i t t l e  lia s  b e e n  s a id  in  t h e  lia m u r  a b o u t  t h e s e  m e d ia ‘ I1’ ’ 
T h e y  e x p r e s s  a  p e r f e c t  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  b e  t e s t e d  b y  t y i n g )  *l0 l0 f  
i n g  s o m e t h i n g  in  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  h a v i n g  t h e  k n o t s  s c a le d ,  o r  
t l io  o r d i n a r y  m o d e s  o f  t e s t i n g ,  a s  in  t h e  c a s e  o t  t h e  B r o t h 1’  ̂
D a v e n p o r t .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  w h a t , n o w  t a k e s  p l a c e  in  t h e  p iy a e iw  
o f  t h e s e  p o w e r f u l  m e d ia ,  w h a t  m a y  w o  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  1 »  1 
f u t u r o  ? u u d  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  m o s t  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  la b o u r e r *
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f o r  t h e  w o r k ,  t h e  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s ,  t a k in g  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  
in s t r u m e n t a l i t y ,  s h o u ld  b e  f a i r l y  k e p t  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e .  A  
g e n t le m a n , w h o  is  a  n e a r  n e i g h b o u r  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a n d  a  b i t t e r  
o p p o n e n t  t o  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  s t a t e d  t o  m e  
“ t h a t  t h e  E d d y s  w e r e  a  g o o d ,  h o n e s t ,  r e l i a b l e  f a m i l y . ’ ’

T h e  s p i r i t s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  m e d iu m s , s t a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s o o n  
• h ow  f a c e s  a s  r e a d i ly  a s  t h e y  n o w  d o  t h e  b a n d s .  T h e  “  s m a r t ”  
o n e s  m a y  g e t  u p  im i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  c la im  t o  s h o w  “ h o w  i t  is  d o n e  
b u t  I  a m  d i s p o s e d  t o  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e ,  a t  
•he n e c e s s a r y  t im e ,  w i l l  g i v e  s u c h  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s  a s  w i l l  s o  e n 
fe e b le  a l l  a t t e m p t s  a t  i m i t a t io n  a s  t o  m a k e  t h e m  a b o r t i v e .  L e t  
n s  h a v e  t h e  t r u t h ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  c la im s  o f  p h y s i c a l  
[n e d iu m s  s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o r  n o t  ; b u t  w h e n  e x a m i n i n g  a n d  t e s t -  
” i g  t h e m , l e t  u s  a l l  t r e a t  t h e m  c a n d i d l y  a n d  f a i r l y .  I  h o p e  s u c h  
'w ill b e  t h e  c a s e  w h e n  t h e s e  m e d iu m s  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  
a g a in . G i v e  t h e m  a  t h o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  w i l l  b e a r  it .

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  r i g h t  w i l l  p r e v a i l ,  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  triumph, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  a n t a g o n i s t i c  in f lu e n c e s .  A n d  I  
h o p e  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o f e s s o r s  w i l l  t r y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  u s , w h o  
W e  s e e k in g  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t r u t h ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  s t i r r in g ,  
"’artling. a n d  a s t o u n d i n g  m o d e r n  w o n d e r s ,  if t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r o 
duced by d i s e m b o d ie d  s p i r i t s .  J. I I .  R andai.i,.

Hardwick, V t . ,  J u n e  1 3 , 1 8 6 5 .
Banner o f  L ight.

.T E A R  I I I L L A I R K .

(Continuedfrom. Page  2 2 2  )
*1« the 26th December, Monsieurs Vincent, Rertlielot, and Ard, re
assembled at T.e Brian, to talk over the marvellous occurrences of the 
-tth, recorded in our last number. Monsieur V' it it approached a small 
•able to take up some of the writings given through Ilillaire’s medium- 
"hip, when a loud detonation was hear I, and u bright spark alighted on 
’ he table. Thev all thought, at first, that these were the result of some 
accident, that the children had dropped a sspiib, or that Monsieur Vitit 
had put his foot on some inflammable object ; but wishing to be sure 
’ hat such was the case, they fired off several percussion caps, pistols, and 
even guns, but no sound produced was at all similar to the first; nnd 
•hose present began to think it must he a new spiritual manifestation. 
1’he communications were read and copied, and the dinner hour having 
arrived, everybody seated themselves round the table, and eat with good 
appetite, except ilillaire. who, feeling himself still under spiritual in- 
haenee, expressed a general discomfort, and was at last so restless ns to he 
"hli*ed to retire and seek fresh air. Hardly was he gone when n second 
‘•"plosion, similar to the first, was heard ; and also followed In a bright 
"hark, which appeared by the side of Oscar Vitit, the youngest child in 
•he house ; hut, this time, the spark, distinctly visible to all, glided along 
’ he floor, to the small round table nt the other side of the room, and there 
"Atiished 1 The spectators tried in vain to discover a reason for this new 
Phenomenon. Ono remark is noteworthy ; “  That, in the first instance, 
•he sound and spark proceeded from the side of Monsieur Vitit, the 
°bie»t person present ; while, in the second case, they arose from that 
of Oscar, the youngest person in the house. This occurence was speedily 
followed hv others yet more astounding ; nnd many repor.s spread in the 
"eighbourhood—one, that the old mill of l.e Rrlon was the head-quarters 
of the devil nnd his angels ; and another, that the Vitit family was ever 
"•mounded bv pure and good spirits. Our readers may judge for tliem- 
"•‘ ivea which of these statements was correct.

On the Hist December, Ilillaire. while in spiritual rapport, saw around 
him all the spirits who were in the habit o f visiting the family of A it it, 
* hose hospitality he has been enjoying for s-nne weeks past. Amongst 
u her written communications were these words :—

Lear children" if vou are good and prepare yourselves hv prayer, to
morrow vou shall receive your N>w Year's Oifts.

But slight attention was paid to this remark, and New Year's Day 
Passed without Ilillaire feeling any spirituil imp'ession When he was 
Ruing to bed, however, he found on his counterpane three sugar plums, 
*61 perfectly alike, and placed at the distance of a foot apart. Monsieur 
°nd Madame Vitit took possession of one each, on Ilillaire s assurance 
•hat thev were intended for them, and determined to keep them most 
«urefully. When the first moment of enthusiasm was over, they began 
•° regret that the children of the house had been forgotten by the spirits, 
and no presents provided for them ; hut soon they were again satisfied, 
*br when the children retired to rest they discovered two sugar plums on 
•kc pillows. All now, with grateful hearts, sought their couches, except 
Monsieur Vitit, who had been suffering for some time from severe 
“ *hnm, and was unable to lie down, hut always passed the night sitting 

I an arm-chair near the stove. About one o'clock, a m., Madame Vitit 
i M t impressed to get up, and soon found that Hillaire was in an ecstatic 
l "tate ; and the invalidj from his chair, could also perceive him. Hillaire 
i **>xeil a pencil and paper, nnd wrote—
; Attention, my friends, the time is at hand.

instantly, as jt were, a perfect shower ot hailstones descended, and by 
i the feeble light of the night lamp, thev could see that the kitchen floor 
;**» covered with little balls. Madame Vitit procured a candle, and 
“ 'ey found thvt small sugar piuins of the most brilliant colour had been 
¡i’ ned upon them. They picked them up, counted and recounted them. 
T»ere were in all eighty, Ilillaire, still asleep suddenly exclaimed 

•»odinelle ! (a pet name for Madame Vitit), your mother is over there 
*n .hftt little corridor. Cfo to her; she has five more in her hand, and is 
nuuiiig signs to you to go and fetch them.

*U<iunie Vitit went with ft candle to the spot named* and found four
•hoie augar plums, which she put with the others.

Hillaire then awoke, and was much surprised to find himself in the 
k’tqhen, and eagerly demanded nn account of* what had happened.  ̂ For 
"'•‘ae time lie could not believe what they told him, and thought it was

a bad joke. He was at length convinced that it was not so, and afteT 
tasting the sugar plums, which were pronounced excellent, they all 
retired to rest.

A few days afterwards, as Madame Vitit was sweeping out the little 
corridor, where Hillaire had raid her mother Btood, she found another 
sugar plum, evidently the fifth which Hillaire had seen on that occasion. 
It was different from any of the others, nnd resembled a small nut in 
colour and shape.

CH RISTIA N  SPIRITU ALISM .

“ If asked what I conceive to be the tendency nnd highest development 
of nn orderly Christian Spiritualism in its relation to the individual, I 
should say, that first grounding men, as it does, in the belief and know
ledge of a spirit, wot Id and nn immortal life, it seeks by the development 
and ripening of whatever is best and highest in our nature, in aspiration, 
m endurance, in action, in all the divinely appointed uses of our earthly 
existence, to bring us, as far as the limitations of our finite nature will 
peimit, into union and communion with God, the Father of spirits; that 
He may be one in us, and we in Ilim, God over all,nnd through all, and 
in us all. To the open soul, ns Theodore Parker remarks, * There Is a 
coutinual penteeostalinspiration.’ ‘ It is not given to a few men, in the 
infancy of mankind, to monopolise inspiration and bar God oat of the 
soul. You and I are not bom in the dotage and decay of the world. 
The stars are beautiful as in their prime ; ‘ the most ancient heavens are 
fresh and strong ; the bird merry as ever at its clear heart. God is still 
everywhere in nature, nt the line, the pole, in a mountain or a moss. 
Wherever a heart heats with love; where faith and reason litter their 
oracles there, also, is God, as formerly in the heart of seers and prophets. 
Neither Gerizim nor Jerusalem, nor the soil that Jesus blessed, is so holy 
as the good man's heart; nothing so full of God. Tile world is close to 
tile body ; God closer to the soul, not only without, but within, for the 
all-pervading current flows into each. The clear sky bends over each 
man, little or great; let him uncover his head, there is nothing between 
him and infinite space. So the ocean of God encircles all men; uncover 
the soul o f its sensuality, selfishness, and sin, there is nothing between it 
nnd God, who flows into the man as light into the air. Certain a» the 
open eye drinks in the light, do the pure in he it see God, and he that 
lives truly feels Him as a presence not to be put by.'

"  Spiritualism may be approached by different roads, but this is the 
one end to which a divine Spiritualism ever tends. With one foot planted 
m the convictions, and the other (irmly fixed [in the affections and the 
will, it stands erect; its eyes toward heaven, its forcimad lralhod in 
celestial dews, it bids men, through a divine Hie, to realise the divine 
destiny for which God created them. Yes, just ns man ‘  lives truly’ and 
' uncovers the soul of its sensuality, selfishness, and sin;' does he find 
that ‘ there is nothing between it nnd God.’ * Hereby know we that we 
dwell in Him, and lie  in us, because He hath given us of his Spirit.” — 
The Two Worlds.

T H E  P R E S S  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

T h e  P r e s s  l ia s  h i t h e r t o  c u t  a  v e r y  s o r r y  f i g u r e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
S p i r i t u a l i s m .  I t  t h o u g h t  t o  p u t  d o w n  t h e  n e w  f a i t h  h y  b a n t e r  
a n d  r i d i c u l e ,  a n d  p a t t i n g  t h o  c o n ju r e r s  o n  t h e  b a c k ,  h u t  o v e n  i t s  
t r e m e n d o u s  p o w e r  p r o v e d  u t t e r l y  i m p o t e n t ; in  f a c t  t h e  o p p o s i 
t io n  it  m a n i fe s t l y  t e n d e d  r a t h e r  t o  p r o m o t e  S p i r i t u a l i s m  t h a n  
t o  i n j u r e  it .  S u c h  is  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  t r u t h .

T h e  L o n d o n  p r e s s  is , f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  q u i e t  o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  n o w .  W h y  is  t h i s  1 T h e r e  is  n o t  a  p a p e r  o f  a n y  
a c c o u n t  b u t  h a s  o n  i t s  s t a f f  s o m e  w r i t e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  
o f  t i i e  r e a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  m a n i fe s t a t i o n s .  T h i s  is  t h e  e a s e  e v e n  
w i t h  t h e  S t a r ,  w h ic h ,  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  F l a n e u r  t o  g i v e  f o r t h  
l i i »  s i l l y  a n d  s la n d e r o u s  u t t e r a n c e s ,  h a s  a s s u m e d  a n  u n e n v i a b le  
p r o m i n e n c y .  T h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p r e s s  d o e s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m 't o  
b e  c o n v i n c e d  y e t .  T h e r e  i s  a n  o b v i o u s  g r e e d  e x h i b i t e d  t o  r e t a i l  
a n y  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  s c a n d a l  t h a t  w i l l  t e l l  a g a i n s t  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  T h e  
L a s t  S u s s e x  New s , a  r e s p e c t a b l e  a n d  w e l l  c o n d u c t e d  j o u r n a l ,  
r e i t e r a t e s  t h e  s c a n d a l  o f  M r .  l l o m o ,  t h a t  t h e  D a v e n p o r t s  a r e  
h u m b u g s ,  w i t h  e v i d e n t  g u s t o ,  a n d  a d d s  t h a t  i t  w a s  a h v a y a  o f  
t h a t  o p i n i o n  ; in  f a c t  t h a t  n o n e  b u t  t h e  L o n d o n e r s  e v e r  t h o u g h t  
t i ie  c o n t r a r y .  A f t e r  t h u s  p l u m i n g  i t s e l f  o n  i t s  s u p e r i o r  s a g a c ^ y ,  
i t  g o e s  o n  t o  s a y : —  ’ '

•• Hy the live, we ought to mention tba' Mr. Cooper is the proprietor o f  
the S pimtual T jmks, ami it really is quite astonishing.'»mb ' wjr.it 
tenacity he sticks to his text. In another cnlunm wo i/>sert a long tetter, 
wrtiten by some contributor to the periodical in question, and purporting 
to be a ‘ Spiritual Communication from Wilkes Hootin' Anything more 
monstrous or nUuut, never could have been published. Wilkes Booth'# 
‘ spirit’ winds up his communication with a request that he may* be 
supplied with a ‘ glass o f water to calm the thirst that demura'him. 
Whether this moderate request was complied with, and, if -o, whether 
the ‘ spirit1 drank the water, the writer does not state. We should say 
the writer himself must certainly have imbibed something stronger than 
water before he penned these lines. It is to be regretted that Ur. 
Cooper is thus carried away with hi» ‘ spiritual’ notions, but, judging 
from the success which attended the Davenport performances, we should 
say that Mr. Cooper is fat more likely in London to gain converts to 
his cause, than he will lie in the country.”

Which ia the roost “ monstrous aud absurd 1" We leave oue 
readers to determine. '



228 [Saturday, July 2 2 ,18fli.T HE S P I R I T U A L  TI MES.

P E E P I N G  A N D  M U T T E R I N G ; O R ,  W H O  A R E  T H E  

S I N N E R S  1

B r  W il l ia m  H o w it t .

“  When they »ay unto you, ‘ Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, 
and unto wizards that peep and mutter; should m>t a people seek unto 
their God ? For the living unto the dead."'—Isaiah viii., ID.

“  And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a
man that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath Day..........................And all
the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with 
■tones, and he died: as the Lord commaudeth.” —Numbers xv., ,'S2, 3O'.

“ Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them.”  
— Deut. xxvii., 26.

‘ •Thou, hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye, and 
then shall thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.”  
— Matt. vii. S.

T hebe a r e  c e r t a in  b e w i l d e r e d  in d iv id u a ls ,  c h ie f l y  c o u n t r y  c l e r g y 
m e n  a n d  o l d  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  a m o n g s t  “  t h e  s i l l y  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  
l e d  c a p t i v e ”  b y  t h e m , w h o  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  d r e a m in g  t h a t  t h e y  
a n d  w o  a r e  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  J e w i s h  la w , t h o u g h  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  
t h e y  c o m p l a c e n t l y  c o n s u m e  s w i n e s  f le s h  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  h a m , 
b a c o n ,  o r  s a v o u r y  s a u s a g e s  a t  b r e a k f a s t ,  a n d  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  a t  
d i n n e r  d e v o u r i n g  t h in g s  s t r a n g l e d — n a m e ly ,  f o w l s .  T h e s e  s i n 
n e r s  a g a in s t  t h e i r  o w n  c r e e d  a r e ,  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  p o i n t 
i n g  in  h o l y  h o r r o r  a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  w h o ,  t h e y  s a y ,  “ s e e k  t o  
t h e m  t h a t  h a v e  f a m i l ia r  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  u n t o  w i z a r d s  t h a t  p e e p  a n d  
m u t t e r . ”  I t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  o b l i g i n g  o f  th e s e  g o o d  S a m a r i t a n s  t o  
l e t  n s  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e s e  p e e p i n g  a n d  m u t t e i i n g  w i z a r d s  a r e  t o  
b e  f o u n d ,  f o r  t h o u g h  l  h a v e  b e e n  a  S p i r i t u a l i s t  t h e s e  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  
a n d  i n  d a i l y  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  m u c h  l o n g e r  s t a n d 
i n g ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  a  s i g h t  o f  t h e s e  p e e p i n g  T o m s  
o f  w i z a r d i s m ,  n o r  t o  f in d  o u t  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s . B u t  w h e n  I  a m  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  la w  a s  a  c o d e  n o w  in  f o r c e  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  
in  t h is  o r  a n y  o t h e r  k i n g d o m ,  I  c a n n o t  r e p r e s s  m y  a s t o n is h m e n t  
o n  l o o k i n g  r o u n d  m e , t o  f in d  n o t  t h is  l a w ,  b u t  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  
b r e a c h  a n d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  f u l l y  a s  m u c h  a m o n g s t  t h e  
p r e t e n d e d  s t i c k l e r s  f o r  it ,  a s  a m o n g s t  a l l  o t h e r  c la s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y .  
I t  i s  w o r t h  w h i l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  a  t im e  w h e n  t h e r e  is  s o  m u c h  t a lk  
o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  t o  l o o k  a  l i t t l e  a t  t h i s  o d d e s t  o f  a l l  h u l l u c i n a -  
tions, in  t h o s e  w h o  c o m p l a i n  o f  t h e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a n d  m o r t a l  
« i n s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .

T h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  a  g o o d  s im p le  s o u l  o f  t h i s  t a n g l e - b r a in e d  s c h o o l  
s e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t e  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Evening Standard, w h o  
in s e r t e d  i t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  v i t a l  m o m e n t  t o  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  h is  
r e a d e r s  ;—

S P I R I T U A L I S M .

To THE EmTOB.
Sir.— Of late the (object of Spit it uni ism hns not come prominently be

fore the minds of the public, ami it is not, perhaps, generally known that 
many Christian men and women—people, too, of high mental ami moral 
attainment«, are swayed in their action» by its insiduous, ensnaring in
fluence. Husbands hold communion, or'fnncy they hold communion, 
with the «pints of their departed wivesj fathers fancy their childtun are 
hovering near them; wives ask the opinion of their lost husbands on 
every subject o f moment; and these invisible agents aru denominated 
familiar spirit»! Sir, I can keep silence no longer while such delusion is 
going on, and in searching my Bible I find so many texts which seem to 
point aguirst this, that l  will add no more, but simply give a few pas
sages, which seem to aim at this sad state o f mind :—

SI Sam. xii., 2.1 —“  But now he is dead, rvlierefure should I fast ? Can 
I bring him hack again ? I »hail go to him, but he shall not return to 
me.”

Leviticus xix., 81.—“  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, 
neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them t I am the Lord your 
God.”

Leviticus xxii., 27.—“ A man also, or woman, that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely he put to death t they shall stone 
them with stones, their blood shall be upon them.”

1 Chron, x., 13.—“  So Saul died for his transgression, which he had 
committed against the Lord—which he kept not; and also for asking 
counsel o f one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it."

14.—' ' And inquired not of the Lord; therefore Ho slew him, and 
turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse.”

These are only a lew of the many passages which occur in the Word 
of God, and I hope you will think them sufficiently applicable to allow 
of your insertion in your journal,— I am, &c., R ustics.

I n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  R u s t i c *  a  l i t t l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f r o m  t o w n ,  I  
d r o p p e d  i n t o  t h e  e d i t o r  s  l e t t e r - b o x  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t  o n  h e r  
i n n o c e n t  l i t t l e  b i l l e t ; b u t  a s  e d i t o r s  m u c h  p r e f e r  p r i n t i n g  « t a le  
p l a t i t u d e s  a g a i n s t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  t o  f u r n i s h i n g  a n y  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a 
t i o n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e i r  r e a d e r s ,  t h e  d o c u m e n t  n e v e r  s a w  t h e  
l i g h t ,  s o  fa r  a s  I  k n t ? w , f o r  I  n e v e r  s e e  t h i s  Evening Standard  o f  
J u d a i s m .

To the Editor o f  the Eysstso Stan daiui.

Sir,—  V friend has drawn my attention to a letter signed "  Rustic«,”  in

your impression of Wednesday last. Rustic« is in great trouble on ac
count of the breaches oftlio Mosaic law by Spiritualists. The texts 
which she quotes, and which she thinks binding upon us, because they 
are in the Jewish law, ate quite correct as far as they go ; but if Rustics 
imagines that we here in England, in 1863. are living under the Jewish 
law, 1 am bound to add to her trouble by bringing to her knowledge a 
number of other breaches of it. For, if we are to he Jews and not Chris
tiana, we must take the Jewish law altogether. It is not a law which 
allows of picking and choosing—cutting a cudgel out of its wood to break 
our neighbour's head, and leaving another because it would break our 
own. One of the most striking characteristics of this law is, that it de
mands a total acceptance of it and obedience to it. Hero I quote forthe 
benefit of Rustic«, and all such ardent Israelites, the concluding words of 
Moses himself, after having recapitulated the entire provisions of this code.
“  Cursed be It that confirmeth not all the words ot this law to do them.” 
— Deut. xxii., 26.

Now, as I take it, from the name she has assumed, that Rustic« is a 
lady living in the country, and that site is no doubt a grave matron, 
having a husband, a troop of active lads, and a number of men and maid
servants—in fact, that site is living ¡is the lady of some go id country 
house; I will point out to her what site has to do to show us that she is 
honest and in earnest, and how, in short, site most act to get rid of her 
sorrows over the breaches of the Jewish law. And, in doing this, she 
must excuse me using some very plain words, because, as site is a zealous 
stickler for the Jewish law, and, therefore, undoubtedly has it read daily 
in her family, this phraseology must be very familiar to her, and by no 
means offensive to her cars polite.

Well, then, what she lias to do is to semi at once for the family surgeon, 
and have her hiiBband, her hoys, and all her man servants immediately 
subjected to the greatest of Jewish rites. This rite is perfectly indispen- 
sible under tlio Jewish law, both in Jews and Gentiles. Every servant 
and “ stranger within the gates,”  is bound to submit to it. Let Rustic« 
turn for proofs of this to Genesis xvii., 10, and to the rest of that chapter.

As soon as her husband has recovered from the effects of this rite. Rus
tic«, will, of course, desire to see him inferior to none of the Patriarchs 
in all Hebrew customs, and site will, therefore, have to look out for three 
or four additional wives for him ami bring them home, and as many fair 
handmaids for concubines. For the propriety of this she must consult 
the history of the Patriarchs generally.

But having now made a very gootl Jew, and a most exemplary Patri
arch of her husband, Rustic« will find that site has not brought by any 
meatiH the whole of this most exacting law into operation. Leviticus 
xvii., 10, U, will start up, and inform her that every man who has eaten 
flesh witli tlio blood in it, must be cut olf from his people; and as in this 
un-Israelitish nation no mart can have reached manhood, nor even boy
hood, without eating black puddings, fowls that have had their necks 
wrung, instead of their throats cut, and hares strangled in nooses by 
poachers, instead of being shot. Rusticu will have nothing for it but to 
muster all the sturdy clowns of her parish, and make them haul away her 
husband, her sons, and her men-servants to the village green, and there 
■‘ cut them elf from their people,”  by the Mosaic mode of stoning them 
to death.

llut Kustiea, as the vindicator of the Mosaic law, cannot stop here. 
This law is equally derisive against nil who have gathered sticks on a 
Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath.— Numb, xv., 12 to 16. Rusttea will, 
therefore, have to assemble nil the old women who have been guilty ot 
the deadly sin of gathering sticks on a Saturday. Site will have no pos
sible escape from this, for tire texts referred to are most peremptory on 
tile subject, uiul relate the summary infliction of tire sentence on a man 
caught in the fact.

Having despatched nil tlio old women and a good many children of the 
parish for gathering sticks, she will have then to ileal witli the “  presump' 
times peisuns”  there. Numb, xv., 30, “  Tlio soul that doetli aiigiu pre
sumptuously (whether lie he horn in the land ora stranger), the same re- 
proacheth tlio Lord : and that soul shall bo cut olf from among his 
people.’ ' Tlie next verso says, lie “ shall he utterly cut off." By the 
time she 1ms dispatched the presumptuous—and I  am afraid she w ill find 
the number great, unless her parish he much more humble-minded than 
parishes in general—she would have the blasphemers and cursers on her 
hands, and they must nil ire put to death,— Lev. xiv., II, 16. All the*« 
being added to the gory stone-heap, the disobedient to parents, and those 
whose parents said they were gluttjiis or drunkards will have to be stone*1 
too.— Deut. xxi, 18, 20, zl.

By this time Rustic« will have brought her family nnd her parish to » 
tolerably pretty pass in currying out the Mosaic law—nay, if she insist on 
its orderly execution, l doubt «lie will not have left n single soul, man, 
woman, or child alive, for “ the stiff-necked and uncircumcised genera
tion,”  the eaters of black puddings, of strangled hares, of hens and pul
lets witli twisted necks, the gatherers of sticks on u Saturday, the cursers 
and disobedient, the drunkards and gluttons, make so formidable a por
tion of ordinary population, that tlio man who escapes Rustica's zeal for 
tiie Mosaic law must be more than mortal.

lint, as long before the consummation of this catnstrophe— the result of 
an attempt to inaugurate the Jewish code in this Gentile country— Rus
tic« would herself be arrested, tried, and condemned for mitnifo'd capital 
olfctices against English law, and would tie on tlio way to the gallows, no 
doubt the good chaplain would inform her of another book besides the 
Old Testament, a hook called the New Testament, a new and very differ
ent law culled Christianity, winch Rustic«, living in some very rustic 
place, seems never to huvo hoard of, or if sho have, does not happen to 
mention.— Yours,

Highgate, June 5. W i l l ia m  H o w m

T h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  B r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  la w ,  b y  th o se  
w h o  a r e  a r r a i g n in g  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t «  f o r  a  s in g l e  b r e a c h  o f  it, a r e  
t r a g i c  e n o u g h  in  a l l  c o n s c i e n c e ,  h u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a  t i t h e  o f  t h e  
b r e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e s e  s t i c k l e r s  f o r  t h e  la w  tiro  p e r p e t r a t i n g  o n  i t  
e v e r y  d a y  a n d  e v e r y  h o u r  o f  t h e  d a y .  T h e y  t e l l  u s  t h a t  i t  m u s t



[Saturday, July 2 2 ,18G5. T H E  S P I R I T U A L  T I M E S 229

^  kept because God decreed it. and Christ fulfilled it. True, 
decreed it for the Jews, and Christ as a Jew  fulfilled it to 

«6  letter ; hut, that done. H e promulgated a new law for Ilis  
“I8ciples) which is oppo-ed toto ccelo to the old Mosaic law. A nd 
“ 'a termination o f  the Mosaic law Moses him self foretold—tel- 

,!®8 the Israelitesthat God would raise them up another prophet 
**e unto him, unto whom they were to hearken.— Dent, xvlii., 
A  And Christ confirmed this great fact o f the limited term of 
7® Mosaic law, saying, “  The law and the prophets were until 

only. I have shown, both in the controversy with Mr. 
kite, in the Spiritual Telegraph, in the History o f  the Sii! er- 

*tural, and in this magazine, in the most recent article on the 
faculty o f the critical press, how fully and expressly Christ 

*oolishe.l the law against “ seeking to the dead how impossible 
for H im  to establish Christianity without doing it. But

Çkrist abolished that law generally
unity

and his great disciple, St.
declared that it was a yoke not to be imposed on the Gen 

t ®«> because it was a yoke which neither their (the Jew ’s} 
«tuera, nor they, he said, "  were able to hear. ’— Acts xv., 10.
, And who are they, in any Christian country, w ho do profess 
j® bear the yoke o f this law ? W ho are they who are notbreak- 

this law everywhere every’ hour, and in every possible man- 
erl This law, it is said, is divided in 'o  two portions, the eere- 
onial and the moral law ; but the truth is, every atom o f  the 

p®aaic law is moral law to the Jews : for that which is deadly 
f  its breach is moral in its maintenance ; and the declaration o f 
Jjoses already quoted makes every iota o f  the law moral, 

Ur8ed be he who confirms not all the words o f  this law to do them.' 
fro,

H e, therefore, who sets him self up to select and except
K?® this law subjects him self to a curse which nothing but the 
.A 'fie  aegis o f  the Saviour protects him from, who has extracted 
, e everlasting and unchangeable moral law trom the ceremonial 

o f Judaism, and by that law alone we are bound. Let the 
.hsticas and their clerical advisers search the Gospel, and find a 
.^gle sentence there which forbids us to receive the visits o f  our 
„"Parted friends and o f  our guardiau angels, or for ever after let 

bold their peace.
H We are bound by the Jewish law in any one particular be- 

" I ' l  the express law o f Christ delivered in the Gospels, we are, 
i l  have shown, bound by all ; and what a set o f wholesale 
j*»ti8gre8sors we must be. We have no ark, no daily sacrifice. 

rnt offering, peace offering, wave offering, or any other sort o f 
*r*ng, but that o f  a pure and grateful heart. W e have no 

Jppe-gouts, we eat hares, rabbits, tortoises, eels, and numerous 
things forbidden. W e have no cher tbim in our te iples, 

curtains o f  fine twined linen o f  blue, and purple, and scarlet, 
.c o v e r in g s  o f  ram-skins dyed red, and o f badger-skins for our 
jj^rnacles. The lamps o f  sacred oil, and incense, and boards o f 

Httim wood, the ephod, the breast plate, the Urim and Thum- 
’ ci, and a thousand other things are all wanting amongst us."fini
klch, i f  the Mosaic law is yet valid, it is a deadly’ sin to be with- 

J j- Instead o f  going to Sir CYesswoll Cresswell for divorc ■, any 
•ducky husband is bound to hand to his suspected wife a cup of 

a ,® Water o f  jealousy. Every clergyman who does not wear 
‘••ges on his garment, and on the fringe a ribbon o f  blue, is a 

s p in a l .  In the omission o f  a host o f  institutions o f  feasts and 
tli ’ ,le 'v nioons> and means o f  cleansing from uncleauness, ot 
j  * Rfeat rite o f  circumcision, we are desperately wicked, if the 
WiJud* law is yet in force. Every man who does not marry the 
¡U !■ *  ° f  his brother who has died childless, and raise a family 
Out V 'ame’ is an especial wretch. Every woman who marries 
pt the pale o f  her own kindred is equally culpable, and her 
jw pccty j8 t0 j)e taken from her and given to her relatives But, 
Uni P8’ ’ n the matter o f  art are we the most monstrous and 

»crsal delinquents a jainst G od's laws, if Kustica’s notion be 
lilt Ct- " Thou shah not make thee any graven image, or any 
curth688 uuytbing that is in heaven above, or that is iu the 
v_ g beneath, or that is in the waters under the earth.’’— Deut.

A t  is to becom e o f  all the nations o f  the earth ? They art 
to SlVen up to the most unlimited violation o f  this law. Sculp- 
^ . ’.puiuters, engravers, printers, photographers, carvers in wood 
6Ve 1U 8toue> potters and calico-printers, men and women o f almost 
s A y  mechanical art under heaven, are living 
rjuic " '

in the most
the n  "'1 coutem pt and violation o f  this section o f  the law, and 
„ .Catholics are still more guilty o f  bowing down to those images 
*ho’ 88 kh'otestants contend, worshipping them. Our houses and 
tji lls.aro crammed with the uulioly images, our walls blush with 
t A  P'ctorial desecrations, our public >quares and most grand 
•»Oat 3 >̂ear the most public testimony to our violation o f  G od ’s 
pr- 1 Positive commands ; and the very persons, those Catholic 
f4j,.8ts, and country clergy and good old ladies who pin their 
tlie'* ° U tbeir sleeves, are living in polluted houses, and carry on 
df ‘r persons, in their brooches, their lockets, their figured 
tj, *®e.s> their beloved photographic albums, these abominatious, 

juipious breaches o f  the Biblical ordinances, 
p^ A 'baps ° f  all the redactiones ad absurditm tliis is the greatest, 
kunn wko are living in daily contem pt o f  the M osaic law in a 
'Hii'k ^ points, a score o f  which are o f  the deadliest die, and for 
the v II1'8 *aw «ays there can lie no compensation, are charging 

«piritualista with its breach in one instance—that o f  going to

wizards, and in having familiar spirits. Y e t  nobody has ever 
seen a genuine wizard, or has desired to have communication 
with a spirit more wickedly familiar than that o f his own father 
or mother, sister or brother. And all the while the new law. 
given to supersede tliis impossible law -a ll the while this more 
gracious and compassionate law of Christ, they would quietly 
suffer to sleep and he ignored. But it is Christianity and not 
Judaism— a barbarous code enacted for a semi-barbarous race and 
time—which we Spiritualists alone accept and obey. i f  our 
enemies convict us o f  one crime on the Old Testament, they can
not do it without convicting themselves o f  a dozen, all as deci
dedly pronounced worthy o f death by the law to which they 
appeal.

But we deny all appeal to the Old Testament, except on mat
ter o f historical evidence. W e assert that the law o f the New 
Testament is full and perfect. By tint, and that alone, Chris
tians can stand ; by that, and that alone, can they be judged. 
Y ou r talk with awe-uplifted hands, ami raised eyebrows o f 
feigned terror, about familiar spirit.;, and people that peep and 
mutter, is just so mucli trash and trum pery iu the presence o f 
the great and precious law o f  Christ—the law o f  reason and 
liberty. By that law lie who wilfully seeks to devils or wilfully 
acts with devils, or men no better than devils in any way, con 
demns himself not on any express clause in the Christian code, 
hut because lie knows and feels that the love o f  God and the 
purity o f  soul required o f him cannot consist with anything that 
is essentially evil. That was the noble self action and self-re
sponsibility which Christ inaugurated and established. Though 
a Jew, and asserting that He came to fulfil the law, yet in this 
liberty worthy o f G od and worthy o f  man He broke the Jewish 
law in its contracted renderings right and left— he repealed the 
law o f  retaliation— the eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, system. 
H e filled the High Priests, and Scribes, and Pharisees with ter
ror at H is doings. H e broke the Sabbath by wandering through 
the fields witli His disciples, and allowing them to gather their 
neighbours’ corn and eat it. H e vindicated the right on the 
Sabbath to perform cures, to look after your sheep and cattle, 
spite o f  the words o f  Moses, that whoever on that day did any
thing whatever, even lighting a fire in his house on the severest 
day in winter, should he put to death.— Exodus xxxv., 2, 3, T o  
show His view o f tliis matter, He sat down on Sabbath days with 
Ilis  disciples, when invited by publicans and sinners, to  well- 
cooked dinners, which employed not only fires, hut all sorts o f  
domestic labour on that day ; H e plainly stated that the Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. In the country 
and under the law where it was death to eat blood, H o  told H is 
disciples that they should both eat H is flesh and drink His blood, 
a saying so appalling that many Jews, we are told, left Him im 
mediately and ceased any more to follow H im .

Such is the Captain o f  our Salvation ; such is the liberty with 
which He has made us free. Accepting and embracing with sa- 
ured earnestness all the moral law which our Saviour has extracted 
from the old laws o f  Moses and o f Nature, and which H e has 
purified from the savage severities which are necessary only for 
men whose half-savage nature could he restrained by  nothing 
less mechanical and rigid, we, with all Christians, do homage to 
the law o f holiness in the heart, o f  purity in the life, aud o f 'th a t 
intellectual liberty which walks not by the letter o f  prescription, 
hut by the spirit o f  truth and o f a conscience void of offence to 
wards God and man A s  to the mere bogus o f  “  wizards that 
peep and mutter,’ ’ or any other antiquated and beggarly elements 
o f a past and finished dispensation meant for men who, like chil
dren, required nurses and go-carts to keep them from  continually 
tumbling, we freely leavo them to those who think them better 
than “  that liberty wherewith Christ has made us freo." St. 
Paul proclaims the very same doctrine as Moses : that if  you put 
yourselves under the Jewish law you are “  debtor to do the whole 
law. Christ," he adds, “ is become o f none effect unto you. who
soever of you are justified by the law ; yo are fallen from grace ." 
— Gal. v., 3, 4. The question, then, tor us is, not about peeping» 
and muttering», but whether we choose to be under the law, aud 

fallen from grace.”  I t  is very curious and significant that 
whilst the Commandments under Moses are ten, and are thus 
emblazoned in our Christian churches, the Commandments o f  
Christ are really but five.— Matt, xiv., 18,3!). A nd these five 
Ho again reduced to tw o— to love God and our neighbours, aud 
on these tw o H e doclared, “  H ang all the law and the prophets.”  
M att, xxii., 40.

This, then, is our answer to all the references to the old law . 
W o prefer the option placed before us by St. Paul, and abandon, 
that law to all who desire to be fallen from  Grace.”  W e leave 
our old schoolmast m, the Law, as we have left all our other 
schoolmasters, w ho ruled us when “  we were under tutors and 
governors until the time appointed o f  the father.”  I t  was o u r  
‘ schoolmaster,”  says Paul, “ only to bring ns to Christ,’ 1 " th a t  

we might receive the adoption o f  sons.’ ’— Gal. iv ., 5. H ow  little- 
must thoso who would condem n Spiritualist» by the old la w , 
have read or understood the new law ; when they would bring 
the sons and heirs o f  Christ again into the bondage o f  servants 
and under a yoke which even thoso on whom it was im posed 
could not bear, “ neither they nor their fathers.’ ’
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The worldly wisdom of the foolish man 
Is like a sieve that doth alone retain 

The grosser substance of the worthless bran :
But thou, my soul, let thy brave thoughts disdain 

So eonrte a purchase: oh ! be thou my fan
To purge the chaff, and keep the winnowed grain ;

Hake clean thy thoughts, and dress thy mixed desires:
Thou art heaven's tasker, and thy God requires 
The purest of thv Hour, as well as of thy fires.

Let grace conduct thee to the paths of peace,
And wisdom bless the soul’s unblemished ways;

No matter, then, how short or long’s the lease,
Whose date determines thy self-numbered days:

No need to care for fame or wealth’s increase.
Nor Mars his palm, nor high Apollo’s lays.

Lord, if Thy gracious bounty please to fill 
The floor of my desires, and teach me still 
To dress and choose the corn ; take those the chaff that will,

—  Spiritual M agazine. Quarle's Emblems.

BOOK NOTICE.

OUR ETERNAL HOMES.»

B r  T h o m a s  B b e v i o h .

A rnouOHTPua inquiry Into the Scripture revelations concemingman’s spirit
ual nature and destiny, ami one profoundly interesting, not only to every 
Christian mind, but to all who arc impressed with the disproportion be
tween man’s capacities and opportunities, or who have had ils considera
tion impressed upon them by separation from those who are gone into the 
world of light, but who, though lost to sight, have not faded from their 
memory nor their love Even though our actual knowledge of the 
Spiritual world may not be enlarged by our investigations, yet the forma- 
turn of nobler and worthier conceptions cannot fail to operate beneficially 
both on the intellect and the heart. And surely the idea of Heaven ns 
H ome is such a conception. It  gives us the assurance of Peace, o f Rest, 
of reunion with nil to whom our hearts are the most deeply attached, with 

all our affections purified and enlarged in thescope of their operations, and 
strengthened by mutual ami loving service. Even,J/ere, though often 
weighed upon with heaviness, and rarely entering, and but for brief 
periods, into the higher potencies and principles of our nature, life is still 
a joy, and in the assurance that death gives to the spirit its full enfran
chisement, we have tho culmination of that joy. We look forward to that 
second chapter of our book of life to supplement the first, to supply its 
needful compensations, and solve some, at least, of its dark problems.'

Such inquiries as this by a Bible Student are useful, if only that they 
direct the mind from the outward, the visible, and the seeming, to the 
inward, the invisible, and the real. Weareso engrossed with buying,and 
selling, and marrying, and feasting, and getting on in the world,—with 
the things we see, and smell, and handle, that we are apt to regard thesa 
a« alone real, nr, at least, as the only certainties of which wo need take 
any account. And yet our own consciousness and daily life might teach 
that the experience» of the invisible soul—its joy and sorrow, peace and 
remorse, contentment and heart-break, are far more deep an I real than 
anything of mere external circumstance. The signs of our spirithn! acti- 
vitv'are made visible in the bodilv frame. Sudden joy utid grief have 
alike proved fatal. Pear has blanched the hair, and Faith has wrought 
its miracles of healing,

Nor is the invisible Spirit-world fur from us, us we are too apt to think, 
as is evidenced in the visions of the clairvoyant and the dying, ami here 
and there, in the strange, myvtie experiences which occur in biography, 
«•specially of the pious and simple-minded ■, to say nothing of those ex- 
pencnces and phenomena now familiar to so many among us, and which 
we regret to find our author so unduly depreciates. Truly the Angel-world, 
though invisible to the eye of flesh, is ever about us, and it is this fact 
which gives the key to many of the clear perceptions, and noble purposes, 
and fur reaching intuitions, and lustrous gleams and glances o f thought 
that visit us in our quiet hours of contemplation, and litt up the lap of the 
onvIc, revealing the clear and whirling path to the Delectable Mountains. 
This tins been the inspiration of the artist, the poot, the inventor, the 
philanthropist, the reformer ; and has been the secret strength of the 
martyr souls—of tiie men whom the persecuting band of priestcraft and 
tyranny have driven from the world, to wander in mountain-fastness, and 
forest, “  destitute, afflicted, tormented, o f whom the world was not 
w o r t h y , t h e  prophets and the saviour* of their race.

Heaven is a state of holiness and peace! it is within tho soul, and 
emneth not witli outward observation. In the words of Ohanning, it ‘‘ is 
the freed and sanctified mind, enjoying God through accord.nice with His 
attributes, multiplying its bonds and sympathies with excellent beings, 
potting forth noble powers, and ministering in union with the enlightened 
and holy , to the happiness and virtue of tho universe.”  We may—per
haps R would be more correct to say we m.u,t—begin to experience 
Heaven here, if its realisation is to be completed hereafter. And, us are 
mir states, so will then be our surroundings ; the objects of vision will be 
ibe symbols of the soul—its affections and thoughts ; those who are to us 
in« dearest, will then be the nearest also, drawn by the irresistible ut- 
iruction o f spiritual affinities! ami every faculty and aspiration will find 
its corresponding object and gratification. Death is but the Gate of Life, 
me passage from the body's prison, the re-connection of the broken links 
of affection, the re-establishment, in its larger as well as in its more 
»fecial sense, o f the fa m ily ; and thus, in the many mansions of the 
lather, shall wo realise the good things prepared for us in Gun Etkiinai. 
H ome».

* U u u  K i k r x a l  Ilonas. U *  a B i b l e  Sxudbst. London: 1'itrm m , 
20, I’aternoster-row.

“ D IC K E Y .”

To the Editor of the Spiritual Tim es.

“  While ivy and holly grow green,
And a stone upon Camb’s Moss is seen,
I will never leave this place."

Saying of the Spirit D ickkv..

Dear Sir.— At the house of Mr. Dixon, farmer, Tunstead M ilton , near 
Chiipelerlefrith, Derbyshire, is to be seen a portion of a human skull, tb*’ 
mortal remains of one Dichky (original name supposed to be D ickinson )

This piece of mortality lias been three times buried and pravers rWJ, 
over it in the usual wav—once, I believe, bv the present incumbent of 
Chapelerlefrith, the Rev. Air. Hall i again at Toxteth, and also at Bu*' 
ton. The Furies, so to speak, were immediately upon its burial let loo»« 
at Tunstead Milton Farm (more commonly called Dickbv’s Farm), an< 
it had always to he disinterred, and placed hack in one of the rooms »* 
home.

The following, among many, are a few of tile particulars connected w>th 
D ickey’s skull and lnnd :—

1st—The skull ¡h always placed in the inside sill o fn  window in one of 
the rooms of tho farm—bv-the-bye, n very beautiful place. On one occa
sion a fresh servant, in dusting’ the room in question, swept up P00f 
Dickey’s remains and threw them into the ash-pit. A most fearful h®* 
(spiritual) immediately began. Doors banged, windows smashed (»P‘ 
parciitlv), &e., Ac. T,;e mistress of the house at once found out the 
cause, searched for and replaced the precious materials.

2nd—The children at the farm have been known to take it — i.e-i tt,e 
skull, to school with them, in order to show their fellow-scholars ; but 
Dickey soon made known the desecration by the usual hubbub, and >r 
had to ho (etched back at once.

3rd— Last lmy-time (if I am not mistaken) two- working men agreed to 
take in the hay on the farm for a certain sum—

“ They would not sleep in the bam,
Nor yet would they in byre,’ ’

But demanded a genteel lodging in the house. The farmer said th«.f 
were welcome to Dickey’s room, if they would sleep there, at the I»®1® 
time telling them a few of the particulars. The bold fellows not o" ? 
agreed, but cracked a joke on the matter, and averred that D ickey should 
sleep with them, and to that end they placed the sacred remain» " m'er 
their pillow ! The result was, they would have lain there with Die*** 
till now, had they not been forcibly taken out of tho bed ! As soon *» 
they got out thev ran for their lives, without fulfilling their contract.

4th—Dickey is particularly fond of cattle, and if anything is wro»* 
with the live stock on tile farm, Dickey at once acquaints the po1’1"1’ 
whose duty it is to take enre of them —if in the night, by pulling •"* 
clothes off them. Ac.

filh — Dickey h is often been seen in the form of a headless worn»®' 
(It is some 2.hi years ago sineo D icker was in the body.)

These, finally, aro well-authenticated facts, and should nnv of 1 , 
friends who may read this brief notice feel an interest in the matter, 
have also time and means at their disposal for a journey to D ic KeT s 
farm and land, I shall be very glad to give them an introduction to ® 
gentleman of influence in that neighbourhood, who will “ show the"1 
round. ’— Yours very truly, lluaii St. C i.aiii AI’ L eod, ALP-

4, Brunswick-plnee, Newcnstle-on-Tvno,
July 3, 18(l.>.

VOICE OF TIIE Si’ IRIT,  AS HEARD B Y  MR. GEORGE 
TURNER, OF LEEDS, MERCHANT, SEPTEM BER 21, 180«-

M a n  of Sin,— I will make manifest, and all his ways be shown clear))'1 
and his works destroyed. Come, enter into your closets with me, whfl® 
my indignation be past and gone. For my fury none shall escape th»j 
mock and despise me, the Lord. I have created again and again l ***; 
who hath regarded me, tho Lord of host ? Therefore the nations sl'i!* 
drink of my indignation, and the earth wasted of its inhabitants, bee»u,i 
they will not hear and fear me, the I am  what I a m . I hold the unive1*? 
in my hand, and support and give life to all beings. The stream».?* 
happiness and life are with me, and I alone am the Creator of all. H1»  
in my courts of heaven ; and earth nnd hell, feel my power.

See ye men and women upon earth! nnd perceive me, to believe 
word j for I will work as a God to tho uttermost part of the earth.. . 
have borne long with evil, and striven with the deceived by my spin* ’ 
but I will no longer strive with man, but create him anew m my iinftff«’ 
the Son of God, that evil may have no power or dominion. I will rent®*®. 
Satan and the fallen angels out of the wny, that I may enjoy my heritage ’ 
man, in union of love and delight in that which I create. I am the fijj’ 
and now I am the last, to fulfil all my words and promises to man. 
throne.)» from all eternity to all eternity, and my dominion that wh|C 
cannot be destroyed.

1 have given life to beings tlint despise me. Man! hear and uni®* 
stand. Is not thy life with me, to give or withhold ? When didst to® 
breathe without my aid, or livu without my support ? Do I n it give t® 
fruits of the earth in their seasons ? I f !  withhold my bounty, what c*n* 
tlion do? Thy days soon come to nn end at my rebuke. I f  I 
“ This night thy soul is required of thee,”  is It not done; and thy ” j 
ended, though in tho midst of plenty ? What hast thou to withst*® 
against my authority, or to support thyself with, if l withhold ? Con»>“ ®.'
man, that thou art aa grass; it coineth up, and is cut down, and contio0® 
nor; yet l endure, and my years have no end. My days are from 
lasting to everlasting without end. Man! why then dost thou bo»8* 
thy strength, seeing thou art the offspring of Him who has created *” 
for His own pleasure and glory? Consider these things, and fig*1* n
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longer against me, lest niv wrath and just indignation be kindled upon 
thoe; and thou perish from the right way of my truth, and thou be found 
*®>o»gst the weeping at mv coming. Dost thou hate thy friend (my 
redeeming love) and love thy enemy, bondage of sin, torment, and misery ? 
'Jn | why will ye die, ye people of the earth. Awake thou that sleepeth, 
*nd arise from ji.c dead under the fall bv sin, and Christ shall give thee 

Behold ! I wish to be gracious, and will in no wise east out any 
mat come unto rr.e. 1 am come to give you life, and that more 
abundantly, that your joys may be full, and your happiness endure as the 
Pillars of heaven, which cannot be moved. My children fear not; 
either be ye dismayed at those that hate Me ; but tell them that their 
•arfare is accomplished if they will believe, and obey Me, their Saviour ;

W1*l vanquish and overcome, that bath the key of death and hell ; 
none shall pluck out of my hand, those who trust and believe in Me, 

‘ he Lurd. Daniel Jones.

SOUL-QUESTrONINGS.

Is it a sin to wish to die,
When Uope betrays and Courage quails?

The voices of my soul reply,
“ Only the laggard spirit fails.’ ’

Is it a sin to wish to end 
A lot of woe, a life o f fear,

When age and penury attend 
The corpse of gladness to its bier ?

Is it a sin to wish to die
While Sorrow broods o'er vanish’d dreams,

And present trouble dims the eye,
With Feeling's dewy-trickling streams?

Ah, m e! the future, like the clouds,
Precediirg Winter's fiercest storms,

The srtd and drooping eye enshrouds ;
While Doubt to Destiny conforms.

Is it a sin to pray for night;
Forsleep, the soothing balm of pain,

While day consumes with waves of light,
The charmed visions of the brain ?

Oh, Fate ! oh, Death ! ye chiefs unkind !
Bid silence reign,shut out the strife ;

The restless strife that wounds the mind ;
And saps the crusted tree of life !

Is it a sin to pray for Death,
When friends forget their sacred trust,

And lovers vow with Falsehood's breath ;
And high hopes topple down to dust!

To live and feel your life a burden;
A tax on Charity or kin!

To strive in vain for Merit’s guerdon,
Then wish to die. Is this a sin?

Is it a sin to pine for rest.
Beneath the wild flowers, and the stars,

To fail to fight for Fortune’s crest ;
Since Fortune’s crown is won with scars P 

Is it a sin to close the eyes 
On squalid Want and blear-eyed Crime,

And sigh for Death’s immortal prise,
Beyond the ringing chimes of Time ?

Is it a sin to leap the bars 
That circumscribe the world of sin ;

To cease to homage kingly Mars
While blood flows fast ’mid battle’s din ?

I ask my soul in Sorrow's name.
Is life a boon, when wailing Woe 

Wails discord in the car of Shame,,
And Strife is conqueror below ?

When Love by Lust is dragged to earth,
When l’ ity weeps as Uuile betrays.

While Virtue’s claims have little worth,
Compared with field's imperial bays,

When Honour bound by withes of Fate 
Doth sue the heedless world without j 

Is it a sin to baffle Hate,
And snuff Life’s waning taper out ?

It is a sin to break the lyre 
Whose strings wake music heavenly sweet.

It is a sin to quench the fire 
That glows with Love's eternal heat ?

It is a sin to toy with Being,
As children sport with painted toys ;

To soil the work of the All-Seeing,
And risk the loss of spirit joys.

When strong limbs fail, 'mid sad'ning t*nra ;
While Age comes bowing like a slave.

And Mind’s rare jewels, dull’d by years.
Are buried in the brain's deep cave ;

E’en then, the true man hails the doom 
That weaves ashndow oe'r his head.

And holds by Faith through webs of gloom,
TUI Faith his soul to Heaven doth wed.

'  ,.f. II. Pow ell .
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MORAL FREEDOM.

T h e r e  is a crisis in the history o f  nations, as well as o f  persons, 
that estranges, as it were, their feelings and affections, and writes 
their character for prosperity. The versatility o f  human lan
guage fails to convey the true impress of God upon the heart. 
Its mistaken evidences ; its portrayals o f  power, have deluged 
the w orld witli grief, and mantled the fair abodes o f  peace with 
unending ruin. The national marts o f civilisation has proven 
hut too truly the native impress o f  God, speaking everywhere. 
The subjugated forces o f  human thought have rebelled, and we 
behold this power encircling immensity. F or the trium phant 
trains o f  popular theory are surging to and fro beneath this 
mighty convulsion that holds H um anity in one hand and Free
dom o f Thought in the other. Beneath that Divine impress o f  a 
God which holds life and death as the subjugation o f  right and 
wrong, behold the convulsive stream o f  the soul 1 I t  responds 
beneath the light o f  day. I t  mingles with the m ighty changes 
o f  time, ami throws the discordant mantles o f  repose over the 
frailties o f a common lot.

M ust we go hack, then, and traverse the prim itive era to 
endow a soul with the consecutive lineage, that it m ay obtain a 
hope that shall inspire the dwarfed imaginings o f  those w ho hold 
God in one hand and eternity in the other 1 Is the ministering 
spirit o f  bliss and woe foreboding there, to  give life and vigour 
to the soul 1 The auspices o f  this blessed day are untold. The 
unmeasured depths o f unending wrong must realise its legitimate 
construction. N o compromise can affect the inherited right o f 
heaven : no prevailing theorem can dispense one ray o f  light 
upon the midnight darkness that shrouds the soul, only as its 
infinitesimals of precept and form make up the m ighty whole 
upon which an endless destiny is cast.— D r. J . B. F e r g u s o n .

D. D. HOME, THE M EDIUM .

T iie New York correspondent ( “ Straws, Jr.” ) o f the “ Springfield 
Republican," writing under date of May lilth, thus flippantly drausa pen 
portrait of Mr. Home—who sailed from New York far Europe on the 
ldth, arid is to he married soon—so rumour says—to a rich Scotch 
lady:—

" I  really have had a sensation! I have heard Home, the great 
spiritual medium, read. It was a stormy night, and there was hut a hand
ful of people at Dodworth’s Hull, though Home had never before given 
a public reading in New York. The programme did not appear attrac
tive, and I had made every preparation to he disappointed, when Home 
entered the room. A change came o'er the spirit of my dream, for Homo’s 
personality alone is sufficient to absorb a physiognomist's attention for 
hours. Fancy, my dear Republican, the most diitiuyui man that you 
have seen for years, and then y ou will not have reached the plane on 
which Home stands. The man is a fascinating study. His figure is sin
gularly fine and graceful, his hands and feet beautiful, the former being 
the embodiment of artistic genius. “ Show me a man's hand, and I will 
tell you what lie is,’ ’ Lavater would say. His dressing is exquisite. Do 
you realise what it is to see a man well dressed ? It is one form of Divine 
revelation. Then Homo’s head, excellently shaped, is marvellous in ex
pression. He is o f the blonde type wi ll beautiful hair, fine teeth, agood 
mouth, snd eyes tlint really look as though they saw tilings in heaven ami 
earth not dreamed of in our philosophy. In appearance, at least, he is 
one of the illuminati. I never before saw what would he called an illu
minated face. And now how does be rend ? Beautifully, wonderfully. 
His pathos is exquisite, his humour perfect. His rending of an apostrophe 
to the • American Flag,' by one Squash, of California, in Yankee dialect, 
was great. Why the nudience did not go frantic with delight is because 
the nudience did not appreciate the genius of the reader. His rendering 
of Brownell's stirring poem on the ‘  Hartford in Mobile Hay, August 5th, 
18ti4,’ was superb. Home would make a great actor. He is grace itself, 
his manner is thoroughly refined, h s voice rich and of large compass, his 
facial expression unequalled. Home is a marvel. He is one of those 
gifted creatures that Nature makes every now and then, to show what she 
can do when in the mood. He has that personal magnetism without 
which no reader, no speaker, can hold an audience.”

E M M A  l l A R D I N G H ’ S L E C T U R E S .

T he lecture of Sunday afternoon, May 21st, on tho theme of “  A Soul in 
Search of God,’ ’ was peculiarly interesting to many, and purported to he 
the experience of a Boston minister in spirit-life. The evening discourse 
was on “  Martin Luther, ns a Spirit,”  giving a necessarily brief review of 
his career fqr the three hundred y, ars previous to lHIfi.

Miss Hardinge closed her engagement to lecture in this city lust Sunday . 
Tiro entire course was remarkable for ability and depth of research— 
bountifully supplying thought for the mind and food for the soul, and 
each lecture was delivered with an eloquence rarely equalled by female 
orators.

I f  it is possible she intends to rest, during the interim prior to her de
parture for Europe. I f  she lectures in England she will create a sensation, 
and we doubt not tho people there will gladly hear her, although it be aa 
innovation upon their custom.— Banner oj Light.
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TO CO RUES PON DENTS. 
Cou&esponoents will please to write legibly on 

one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. If this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject oven valuable com
positions.

Our readers will favour us by sending accounts 
o f Apparitions, Hauntings, ike. We wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR A D V E R 
TISEMENTS.

Two lines and under, '2j.; every additional 
line, 3d.\ a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, Spiritual 
Times 0:Hce, 11, Newmun-street, Oxford-st. 

Advortistmeuts for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning.

T o  thk T hai>b,—T he Spiritual Times is pub
lished at Ten o’ clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newmnn-street, 
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwell, 333, 
Strand.

Complaints have reached us that the Spiritual 
Timet docs not always Hud its way to country 
subscribers. Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office i 1, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, \V., and we will for
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking four copies can have them post free, 
by remitting ils. 8d. per quarter.

T H E  “ SP IR ITU A L T IM E S ”  B Y  POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 

Timet, packets will be sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, as under:—
Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.

1, 3d., or for 13, 3s. 3d. 2«. (is.(id. 62.13s.
2. 5<l., „  „  6s. 6d. „  I Os fid. „  21s.
.1, (id., ,, „  fis.fid. ,, 13s.Od. ., 2fis.
6, Is. ,, „lils.Od. ,, 2Ga.0d. ,, 52s.
Post Office Orders must be made payable to

Mr. .1.11. Powell, at the Post Office, Rathbone- 
plnce.

r n i l E  S P I R I T  U A L L Y C E U M  
JL 14, Newman Street, Oxford Street.

This Institution ig established for the 
vlvaneement of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. It offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
a platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew ail sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal facts of Spirit Com
munion and Immortality, it invites all who 
recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
truths.

The Lyceum has both religious and se
cular aims,—religious in the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, front spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its uses.

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a central institution neces
sary to organise means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
’ ■ iaolat- <1 forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. }{. 
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many sinceru and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
aue guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum). Those who aub- 
serilie one or more guineas annually will 
he entitled to the privilege of attending 
alt lecture* free. Spirit Drawings 
and Works of a progressive character 
will las added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, ami it is IiojmkI 
facilities may lie afforded for the develop
ment of such connected with tho Lyceum.

A  printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for printing o f  the 
Spiritual Times and 'Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous o f 
spreading the truths o f  Spiritualism may 
aid the cause m aterially by purchasing 
such pamphlots and distributing them. 
A ll works o f a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by  us. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing thoir books o f  us they 
aid the Lyceum.

W e feel pursttaded our w ork will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands o f  true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us.
A p p l ic a t io n s  F ou  L k c tu u e s  w il l  R e c e iv e  

A t t e n t io n .
A ll communications and remittances to 

be forwarded to J\1r. .1. II . Powell. Spiri 
tual Lyceum , 1-1, Newniau-st., O xford-st.

The payment o f 2s. Cd. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions
only-_________________________________

Just ready. In one volume, Demy 8vo., 
host free, prieo 10s.

Q  UREA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN 
0  TH E LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON ; 
Including twenty years’ observation of Prcter- 

Natural Phenomena.
Edited by T. L. N ichols, M.D., author of 
“ Forty Years of American Life,’’ “  Biography 

of tho Brothers Davenport,’ ’ &c., &c.

This hook contains the personal experi
ences of Mr. Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkably phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will nlso 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. 1 he work of the editor will bo the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will lie found in this volume.

All orders to be sent to Mr. J. II. Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, 

Oxford-street. \V. _
Now Ready,

"P U B L IC  DISCUSSION ONX  “ SPIRITU ALISM  and the C H A R 
ACTER of tho M ANIFESTATIONS of 
the BROTHEItS D A V E N P O R T,’ ’ between 
J ohn Bedford Lkno Hnd J. H. Powell.

Full Report, price 3d., post-free, 4d.
To be had of Air. J. 11. Powell, Spiritual Ly
ceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W .

Job Caudwell. 336. Strand.
Price Twopence, Post-free 'Threepence.

WH A T  S P I R I T U A L I S M  I I A 8
T A U G H T .’ ’ Reprinted from the 

Spiritual Magazine, may he hurl at the Spiritual 
Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W.

This pamphlet is one of the most vigorous 
of Mr. Howilt’s numerous writings on Spiritual
ism. It is in every way suitable for circulation.

E IN  T I NG.  — CIRCULARS^ 
PAM PH LETS, BOOKS, &c. printed 

on moderate terms, at tho Spiritual Lyceum, 
14, Newman-street, Oxford street. Country 
orders punctually attended to.

THE JHHTOR OF THE “SI’IEIT-
U A1. TIM ES ’ ' is prepared to accept en

gage moots to Lecture on Mtsiperismor Spiritual
ism. Address,Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman 
street, Oxford Street. \V.

GU JID F D  A N D  A S S I S T E D  B Y  
( Beneficent Spirit Intelligence*, J. M UR

R A Y SPEAR examines ami prescribes for 
riitteHfte of Body and Mind.

H<*< &!*<> delineate» character by personal 
prepuce or hfindwriiing, and »ketches the 
(mjnurities qf voting perrons as impressions arc 
given him. He will answer call* to lecture 
or to hold conversation» on Spiritualism. 

Addrcwi— 14(S. Ai.hanv Stukkt, ttKower’» 
Park, N.W . Hour* from 1$ to '3.

Q P I R I T U A L I S M ;  I T S  F A C T S  ANP
0  PHASES, Illustrated with Personal E*" 
periencc*, and Fuc-Similca o f Spirit-Writing 
by J. H. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the geneini 
mass of testimony on this great topic o f th* 
age, it is very valuable.— William Ifowitt.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers 
received to queries «ire remarkable, and a* 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot d° 
otherwise than advise the public to consult th* 
work. * * * Many pontons will read M*
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it ha» 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorou* 
language.— Public Opinion, March 12th, I86f-

The sum of the matter is, that if one hast 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, 
wlmt it actually aims at, he will gain a bette* 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s volutn* 
than from any other that has yet been publisher 
not even excepting that of the great »post» 
medium, Mr. Home himself.— Caledonian MeT“ 
cury, March 12,

This is the fourth book that has recent» 
come to our hand* on the same subject, a®*» 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most fitril' 
ing of all tho former, perhaps, from the breViT 
with which the subject is presented, and tU 

I nature ofthefiicts orassumptions with which1“*
1 crammed from first to last. * * * There»

much, very much to excite thought, whether •» 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry v 
no moans the contemptible thing that 
poople wish to consider it. It deals with»'

t

leged facts, which,if true, are astounding I aid.
if false, still they arc objects of interest,-I1 
they ought to be disposed of.— llritish Standx . 
March 10th, 1004.

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., past free. __
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Priessnitz Bouse, 11, Paddington Green, 4V 
and Grafenberg Villa, New Barnet, 11 rrt

MR .  M E T C A L F E  G I V E S  T l®
H YDROPATH IC TREATMENT 

on tho Most Improved Principles. Iuvim“* 
are received into the establishment on moder®f 
Terms,

See “  Journal of Health,”  monthly, the s*”* 
medium- fur Hydropathy as the “ Lancet 1 
for Allopathy.

Job Caudwell. 336, Strand. Price 2d-_
r T  A N D  M R S . W A L L A C E

beg to announce that they have ta** 
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newnmn**treet, Ox*®” ' 
street, for u series of Friday livening 
to commence on Good-Fridav, April 14th. s 

uitCes to commence at half past 7» p-01' 
Admission Is.

JustUendy.
m A N G L E S  A N D  T A L E S ;  »1  
X  ED W A 111) CHARLES M OGRIPO" 
I’riee I Os. fid. May be had at the Lyceum-

N
E W  P S A L M  a n d l l Y M N T U N E *  

TE DRUM , nnd T W E N T Y -F O "' 
O RIG IN AL CHANTS, Composed and *  
ranged, with voice parts complete, for . 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by Ho* 

Cooper,— Price 2s.; cloth, 2s. fid. M
London; Novell« & Co., (19, Dean Street, So 

The Harmonies, both In invention W“ . 
rangement, are mqsieal to a very high deg 
nnd, altogether, the work is one which car 
strongly recommended, nnd wj|l he sure to o ' 
with approval.—Hrighlon Guardian

S P IR IT U A L  LYCEUM TRAC'S-

0 .  1 .— N I C O D E M T A N 8  
THOM ASIANS, bv W illiam 

« .-S P IR IT U A L IS M  IN HARM»* 
W ITH  SCIENCE, bv I)r. J B. EkpOsô  

No. 3.— AN APPEAL TO TH E CL.IW«. 
FOR TH E INVESTIGATION 
SPIR ITU A L ISM , hv Onp. op I’m** 
selves. In the press. Price Threscnr 

An assortment of the above, with otln*.__ .
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IJ  DA VE N PO RT : By Dr. T. L- 
published at Ss. A few copies may h<h*a
the Spiritual Lyceum, at 3s. fid. __•»-
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