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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senres substantial realities, presenting
8 not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternal existence,
®ausing us'to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,
St the material world, It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ah~
Wlnte and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and
ADparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en—

Uring facts are boyond the tomb.

S
—

SPIRITUALISM IN BIRMINGHAM AND
NOTTINGHAM.

Bemve invited to deliver a lecture in Nottingham, and to
8pend a few days at the house of a friend to the cause, we
ad opportunities of witnessing some manifestations, and
Observing the state of the provincial mindand the medium-
ship of mediums with whom we came in contact. Cn our
¥ay we called at Birmingham, and ascertained that Mrs.
Marshall had given a couple of séances there, but that the
8cribes and ink-pharisees, who had been doing duty for
the press had, as is usual in such cases, denounced her as a
“cheat,” and, as is still usual, charged upon Spiritualism
all her so-termed failures, ridiculous rappings, &c., &c. The
gentlemen who were justrumental in getting Mrs. Marshall
to Birmingham say, that her first séance was not so good or
% wonderful as they had witnessed at hor house in
sondon, but her second séance, which she gave on account
of her first not being so successful as she desired, was
2 vory good one, and that several hardy sceptics were
obliged to confess themselves puzzled. Lotters and articles
ave appeared in tho principal Birmingham papers, and
tousiderable excitement prevails in that town. All this
looks well; the mind of the metallic men of Birming-
am is made to ring with no insignificant sound. What
the result will be time will show. But, as far us the pross
18 concerned, it has fought like a partizan against Mrs.
Marshall and Spiritualism, but has neither injured the one
bor the other.
At one of the sittings a clergyman and his wife were
Eresent; the gentleman grew strangely surprised at what
6 saw, and might have been convinced of the genuinencss
. of what he saw, but for the suspicious dimensions of the
ledium’s crinoline. What could be done in the way of
18 conversion while his suspicion lurked there ? At length,
Unable to account for the phenomena upon any hypothesis
ut one made up of crinoline, or, at least, nesding the
®rinoline for a clask, he very politely asked Mrs. Marshall
If she would allow his wife to examine her crinoline.
Whether Mrs. Marshall blushed or not we did not think to
Inquire, but she assented to the trying ceremony ; accord-
Ingly, all the gentlemen left tho room. What followed we
ave not heard, only that the clergyman was informed by
U8 wife that Mrs. Marshall’s crinoline gave no explana-
tion of the phenomena. Of course, the clergyman apolo-

gfsﬂd and the sfance procceded. The Birmingham papers
int at the crinoline hypothesis, but do not know how
®ompletely it has been exploded. The old style of re-
@imination and literary jargon make up the anti articles
In the Birmingham papers. It appears to us there are
More ¢ Brummagoem counterfeits” on the press than there
&ro amongst Spirttualists. One thing is solf-evident—the

counterfeits of the press at DBirmingham in this late
Marshall affair would not be so likely to pass through an
examination of their motives as Mrs. Marshall has done of
her erinoline. Let them think of this and blush for their
audacity in dealing with persons and questions they know
as much as a door-nail about.

Nottingham is embosomed in rare scenexy, and ought to
be free from stocking-weaving poverty and theclogical
prejudice. 'We wandered by the ever memorable Clifton
Grove immortalised in Kirke White’s verse, and reflected
on the ‘*¢everlasting,” as we lost all thought of the fog
and bricks of London beside the Trent flowing with gentle
laziness beneath the burnishing sun. But our work is not
here to describe nature’s varied beauties, but things related
to Spiritualism in its developing aspects.

Our readers will recollect that we published an account
of some extraordinary physical manifestations which took
place at the house of Mr. Ilenry Smith, of Nottingham.
At that gentleman’s house we were entertained by him and
his wife, who is & drawing medium. A séunce was specially
arranged for our benefit, at which we marked several very
noteworthy facts. In the first place—the medium, William
T., is a French-polisher, between twenty and twenty-
four years of age; he is not an unintelligent, but certainly
not a learned man. Trom all we could ascertain, we should
not hesitate to aflirm that it would be an impossibility for
him, from his own knowledge, to pour forth such floods of
intellectual beauty as came from his lips while entranced.

Mr. Bmith has roceived from a spirit the following
prayers for opening and closing his séences—

“ Almighty and unsearchable God, who alone knoweth the
hidden secrets of the spirit-life—we, Thy humble servants, do ask
that through the communion of Thy celestial angels, thou wilt
condescend to impart unto us mortals whatever may be useful
in this life and in the life hereafter. This we ask in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.—dmen.”

“ Almighty God, eternal Creator of all things, we, Thine
earthly servants, thank Thes for the blessings bestowed upon
us this night. Grant, O Lord, that they may not be given in
vain ; but that our souls may be filled with Thy goodness, so as
to wean our affections from the false allurements of sin, and the
vain follies of this world ; that we, with freer and purer spirits,
may turn sur thoughts to Thee, with the hopeof life everlasting
in that glorious kingdom of heaven. Almighty Father, may
Thy grace and the peaco of Christ remain with us now and for
ever,—dmen.™

The séances are conducted almost in silence, no disputa-
tions of the visitors being allowed to disturb in any way
the necessary conditions. Sometimes Mr. Smith mag-
netises William, the medium, into the sleep himself, at
others the spirits perform that office; on the occasion we
were present Mr. Smith put tho medium to sleep. After a
fow minutes he began to speak slowly, allowing us to
report in long-hund what he said. e gave us a discourse
in verse, then under another influence addressed us on the
Origin of Evil, Free Will, &c. A lengthened and inter-
esting discussion between the Spirit and Mr. Bmith ensued,
aud the séanvs closed. The medium was clairvoyante; he
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described several spirits whilst entranced. They appear to
him holding scrolls in their hands, from which he reads the
discourses he delivers. A short-hand reporter is generally
in attendance at these séences. We saw some beautiful
comuuunications which came from the spirit-world, some
of which we hope shortly to publish.

On the morning of the day of the lecture we visited a
working-man Spiritualist, named Turner. Aftor o general
conversation, a Mr. Iadfield, a local Primitive Wesleyan

reacher, who has, within the last fortnight or three weeks,
Eeguu to develope as a medium, offered some slight objee-
tions to certain views of ours on Providence, Christ, and
Man’s Responsibility and Future Destiny. 1lo sat down to
the table, more in jest, we imagine, than earnest, when it
began to tilt. The alphaboet being called over, there
was spelt out—*Go to the lecturo to-night, and we will try
to give yon some new light to your darkencd understand-
ing, It may not come all at once; but the time will arrive
when you will see more clearly.  William Hadfiold.”

The local preacher smiled, und said the name belonged
to his spirit-father. Wo were then callod to the table by
tho spirit communieating, and immediatoly received the
following through the alphabet—* Dear friend, we would
advise you not to soar too high this evening; the greater
portion of the audience cannot compreheud your meaning.
Give them little this time and more noxt.” Whether the
local preacher profited by his spirit-futher’s advice and our
lecture or not wo have no means of knowing, but hewas one of
the most attentive of a very attentive audience. The advice
to us seemed reasonable, therefore wo endeavoured to act
upon it.  Amongst numerous communications given at Mr.
Turner’s table wo think the following worth preservation.
They wore given to two Secularists who have, at ditforent
times, sought and found, we should say, more in them than
any arguments on the side of doubt can account for—*I
am your father,” says the spirit to Mr. R., o well known
Becularist, and a mun holding a responsible position in
Nottingham, “I am delighted to see you here again. I do
hope you will be led to see these things s thoy really arve.
I endoavour to impress you with the all-importunt subject
of Tmmortality. You must not be surprised when I tell
you that I watch around you, and through my inluenco

uu have been kept from many temptations.  You know it
s true, 1 ho’pu you will examine and read and search for
the truth.  You must become a child of God, aud not fear
the scorn of the world; for all will have to know, soon or
lute, the truth of this. Would that 1 had thought of these
things more when in the flesh. God bless you, my boy.
Good-bye.”” To Mr. I, another Nottingham Boeenlarist,
Lis supposed spirit-father said—‘“ L am glad to meot you
again. Do, oh, do give up your un-Christiun and unholy
sentiments. By so doing you will escape much sufforing.
Will you—will you? DBe advised by one who is ever near
you and anxious for your oternal welfure. Oh, think of
theso things, and may God bless you is the sincero prayer
o! your father.”

Our readers will, we think, fail to seo the devil in such
comunuuications as theso.  Wo saw, likowise, « gontleman,
Mr, B., who is made to draw in a promising manner, but,
uufortanately, ho is at times Cisheurtoned by the iden of
the lowness of the spirit that comes to him. e says he
knew uothing of drawing himsclf, which fact woighs, at
least, in_favour of the genuine character of his spiritual
fruit and flowers.  Our lecture was roported in three Not-
tingham daily papors, The following, clipped from thoe
Eypress, shows, at loast, that evory paper does not go out
of its wuy tu nbuse the subject vr its advocatos—

LECTURE ON SPIRITUALISM.
Tre lecturer began by remarking that of all the wars with which the
world had been siflicted, none had been more severe than those which
hud attended the struggle to establish intellectual frecdom; and Spirit-
ualism had met with as much antsgonism us any other subject he
knewof. Therefore it could not be taken up or advocated by persons
who were not prepared to do battle in defending it.  He invited any
perions who differed from himn, or required infurmation, to put ques-
tions 1o him at the end of bis remarks ; and he also requested those
present to seserve all their opposition amd prejud.ces until the close of
the lectire.  te did not beheve his mssion wan to make converts, but
only to dehose to certain incontravertible facts, and teach the philosaphy
which might be deduced from those facts, Mesmerism was denounced
some yenrs ago by thove whe knew nothing about it ns the grossest
humbug; and similur remarks had been made about Spiritnalism,  But
all tie asked for was a patient exumwation of facts, and a careul study

2

of the experiences which he should lay before them. Spiritualism had
ity origin some sixteen or seventeen years ago in America, and now there
were in that country four or five millions of earnest believers, beaides
more than a million in Europe. 'There were also hundreds of thousands
in London and the provinces who believed in the manifestations made,
but did not choose or liketo say so. Nince he had been in Nottingham
he had attended sdances, ard had discovered that there were a number
of persons who had munifestations, and who were convinced that there
must be some cause, although they knew not what.  As to the question
of such waunifestations being the result of trickery, he contended that if
one clear case of extraordinary manifestation were made out, in which the
persons concerned were known to he thoroughly honest, the theory of
trickery must be given up ; and then, nothing but the theory of Spirit-
ualism was left a3 a means of explanation. He also contended that,
inasmuch as many salutary changes had been wade in the course of men's
lives by means of the wurniugs given by spirits, Spiritualism ruust take
credit for having done some good in the world. Spiritualism was that
which connected the soul with Deity, and although table-turning was
not Spiritualism, it was a4 part of it. Some kind of apiritual mani-
festations had been going on since the world hegan, and formed the sub-
ject matter of the Bible from Genesis to Revelations. What he con-
tended was that similar spiritnal manifestations were continued now ; so
that even scepties, who did not helieve in the Bible, might, by believing
in §piritualism, find that the time had conse when even thev might be
saved, The lecturer then went on to defend the Davenport Brothers
trom all the charges of trickery brought against them ; to declare thav
they had no confederates, and to positively assert that their manifests-
tions must be the result of Spiritaalism.  Ile also complained that the
press of the kingdom had treated the Davenports in an unfair manner,
and, while saying much against them, had admitted very Littie evidence
in their favour.  The lecturer also argued that insanity was often the
result of Spiritualism. and when insanity doctors understood Spiritualism
better, they would better understand  the causes und cure of insanity.
Objections were also taken to the arguments brought forward by Professors
FFaraday, Brewster, and Pepper.  The greater portion of the lecture was
taken up by the recital of revelations alleged to have been made by
persons  who, at the time, were under spiritual influences.  The
“ philosophy™ of Spiritualism was represented to consist of these
priuciples (we are putting them in an abstract form): That there is no
such thing as everlasting damnation, although temporary punishment in
another world dues follow upon sin in this,and in exact propoition to the
amount of that sin ; that the omnipresence of the Deity renders the exist-
enco of the devil impossible as alogical fact; that the Jaw which governs
the world is u luw of progress, which makes every man a law unto him-
self, and carries him up from one stage to another umil he arrives at
“ perfeet love —that is absolute perfection.  Discussion being invited,
some voung mun entered juto a protest against the doctrines aid dowi,
but hig apeech was untortunately more diductic thun argumentative,

-

REVIEWS.
(I'irst Notice.)

Supra-Mundane Facts in the Life of the Rev. Jesse Babcock
Ferguson, M. 4., LI.D. Dditod by T. L. Nicuors, M.D.
Ton Shillings, Post Freo. Spiritual Lycoum, 14, Now-
man-stroet, Oxford-stroet, W.

Frw who have had the privilego of listening to tho mas-
terly eloquence of Mr, Ferguson will fail to feel intensly
interested in his careor.  lis connection with the Brothers
Davonport, in England, has had the effect of intensifying
the interest in their muanifostutions.  The hook wo are
roviewing contains some ustonishing revelations of Provi-
dential or spiritual interposition. If we mistake not, the
spiritual experiences horcin described will set inquiry on
the gus vire, aud give a [resh impotus to metaphysical and
psychical roseurch. The incroase of buoks of this charecter
must afford an antidote to the poison of Matorialism. We
cannot do butter than present tho following extraots, from
tho ¢ Biographical Sketch ” of Mr. Ferguson, with which
the editor has judiciously precoded the extraordinary
spiritual and deoply philosophical experiences which make
up the book,

Jrsse Bancoox Frravsoy was born in the city of Philadelphia,
Stato of Pennsylvania, United States of Ameriea January 19,
1819, His father, Rohert French Ferguson, was of Seottish
descent, amd his mother, Hannab Champlain Babeock, of English.
His grandmother, on the father’s side, was of the Quaker family
of French, among the early settlers of New Jersey, whils he was
counected on the mothers side with the Babeocks and Cham-
plains of Rhode Dsland, mingling thus Scotch and English, Puri-
tan and Quaker.

Though born in Philadelphin, Mr, Ferguson was taken in bi3
childhoud to the Valley of Virginia, better known in Knglan i a3
the Valloy of the Shenandoah, n fertile and beautiful region be-
tween the Blue Ridge and the maiu chain of the Alleghanies,
since 8o ruthlessly desolated by its northern inviders. His
father residad near Winchester, of Inte so often oceupied in turn
hy hostile armies. At the age of elevon he was placed ut Fair
View Academy, sud afier three wouths' attendance, was e
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lected by the principal as his usher or assistant, and by diligent
study, was able to keep so much in advance of the entire school
as to be qualified to teach the branches he was studying, to the
Batisfaction and admiration of the principal and his patrons.

It has often been remarked that the most zealous and success-
ful teachers are those who keep just in advance of their pupils,
and the succesa of young Ferguson was 8o great, and the charae-
ter he established, both intellectual and moral, so remarkable,
that it soon opened for him another sphere of usefuluess of a still
nore extmor(sinury character.

At that day there were wild valleys of the Alleghanies, where
the settlers had preceded the preacher and schoolmaster, and re-
ligion and education had been alike neglected. The Presbyterian

issionary Society of Shenandoah and Frederick counties having
established amission in one of these regions, wished also to open
a school, for which they required a teacher, and young Ferguson,
Dow a boy of thirteen, was considered the best qualitied and most
Suitable person that could be selected for that situation. With
the consent of his father, a firm, religions man, he entered upon

is duties, and opened the school inalog house, one end of which
Wwas separated trom the rest by a thin partition, and oceupied by
a shoemaker ; an arrangement the young teacher did not under-
stand at the time, but which was intended to be of service in
¢ase of any difficulty with some of his older and rougher pupils.

o such difficulty occurred. The boy of thirteen, of his own
volition, opened his schiool every morning with an extempore
brayer, and by his kindness and dignity wou the love and respect
of all his pupils, among whom were young men and wowen of
twenty, to whom he tuught the alphabet and first rudiments of
arping,  So successful was this school of the backwoods, that
the county trustees paid most of its expenses, and the magis-
trates sent the young teacher a gratifying testimonial and pecu-
Diary reward.

At the age of fourteen, young Ferguson met with a severe dis-
appointment. Ilis elder brothers had been educated at William
and Mary College, one of the oldest educational establishments
W Virginia, and he had expeected, in due time, to take his turn
33 a student. But some pecuniary reverses having overtaken
118 father, he was told that he must abandon his ambition to
Require a classical education, and learn some trade :“at
WYould ensure him a living. Vhe lad and his mother fouua it
‘ard to yield to this decision. An American hoy, with a love
of learning and liverature, and an ambition for distinction, and
Yet obliged to learn a trade, chouses that one which offers him
the readiest means of mental improvement and advavecement,
and becomes, like Franklin, a printer.  Youug Ferguson made
this ehioice, and went alone to Winchester, the principal town of

1t repion, offered himself as an apprentice in the printing office
of the Republican newspaper, and was accepted, receiving from
the firgt sufficient wages for his support.

The editor of the Republican was James Gordon Brooks, apoet
and author of considerable ability, but lacking those business

bty pecessary to suceess. A year after younyg Ferguson had
tutered the office as a~ apprentice, hisemplover, who had also he-
Come his friend, failed in bus.ness. and was oblived to relinguish
the publication of the newspaper and to leave Winchester.  Be-
re doing so he released the youth from his obligations, and tel-
g him that he had already acquired sufleient knuwledge of
s trade, advised him to obtain n classical education.  But his
t.cutch-Quaker father was not to be banlked of hix determina-
‘t.“’",nnd insisted that be must complete bis knowledge of the

art preservative of all arts,” and found Lhim a situation in a
ok-printing establishment of one of s friends in Baltimore,
taryl-nd.  He had been there but a few weeks, however, when
s he.uh gave way, and he went home to endure a long, paintul,
?"d, as his friemls believed, a dangerous illness.  Afrer three
Uelths of great suffering he was able to resume his studies, but
Was supposed to be lame for life.

AL this time an elder brother— R. ¥, Ferguson—was editor of
¢ Boodstock Sentinel, and one of the most promising young
a‘“’".‘iel‘s and politicians of the Valley of Virginia. To him Jesse,
> 80un as his health was sufliciently restored, applied for n situa-
ton, ju which, by superintending the printing estanhislunent wnid

“epinyg the books, hie might sapport himself and pay for his edu
a and, whilst snstaining himself by his labour, he became
Buud Latin and Greek scholar,
nols Aving completea the course ofstudy‘he had laid out for him-
by and attained his majority, young Ferguson, seeing no suit

e S{()here for Lis ambition in Virginin, crossed the Alleghanies,
1 Hee ._his fortunes in the great West.  Before leaving Ohio. he

0 with a congeninl spirit in a clergyman, the Rev. Arthur

.h."‘chheld, of Logan county, whom he visited, and who indneed

m to open a school in the village in whien he resided.  He soon
\:-‘hc.ume distinguished as the editor ot o religious miscellany,
‘Ch_gzuned a large circulation.

rile eugaged in these labours, he marvied a daughter of Jas,
-4q., ot of the earliest emigrants from Kentucky to Ohio,

a; : : . \
1d a highly respected mwagistrate of Madison county, But he

v : : : h
‘u:?t hot destined to remain long in that uncongenial northern
ude, Many of his friends and relations in Virginia had

CTossed the Alleghapies, and found a beautiful howe iu Southern

Kentucky, and Mr. Ferguson was invited to become a missionary,
He had no regular salary, but the voluntary contributions of his
friends were not only sufficient for the support of himself and his
family, but enabled him to give relief to the helpless and desti-
tute.

When the missionary labours of these five years had resulted
in the building up of religious societies, able to support regular
pastors, Mr. Ferguson accepted a eall to Nashville, the capital
of Tennessee, which he had often visited, and where he was
highly esteemed. A new and splendid edifice was erected, with
sittings for 1,500 persons, and he became the most popular
preachier of that regi-n.

Wiile engaged in his pastoral duties, he also became the editor
of the Christian Magazine, commenced by him in Nashville, 1848,
and which, from its containing for several years many of Lis ser-
mouns, lectures and other writings, gained a very large circulation.

For eleven years Mr, Ferguson resided at Nashville, oceupying
the same pulpit with undiminished popularity and success, and
serving the publie also in many highly responsible sitnations.

The time came. however, when Mr. Ferguson recognised so
much a divergence between his own views and those held by the
majority of the society of which he had been considered a mem-
ber, that he felt it his duty to voluntarily resign the church edi-
fice erected for him to those who might have been called its
doctrinal claimants. He had advanced beyond many of his flock,
and while not ready to leave those who had heen the companions
of his progress, he would not stand in a false position towards
those who had not been able to make the same advancement.

This voluntary abandoument of a property to which he had
probably a good legal claim, disarmed all vpposition, and enabled
him to take what he considered a higher and broader position, in
which he claimed the world as his church, and all wankiod as
his brethren.

As candidate for aseat in the Legislature of 1861, Mr. Fergu-
son also gave a series of most eloquent and stirring addresses
throughout the district of which Nashville i3 the centre, which
will be found in the local newspapers of that stirring period.

When Fort Donaldson was attacked, he was cealled upon to
address the State Legislature at Nashville, and he predicted the

o ature of the fortress when his hearers believed such an event
impossible,  His predietion was fulfilled, and the enemy was at
the gates of Nashville,

The establishment of the Federal military authorities in Nash-
ville was the signal for the imprisonment of many of her best
citizens, [t was not to be expected that when so many pro-
minent men were arrested and imprisoned, he would be allowed
to escape, but he did so in a very remarkable manner, and made
his way to Canada, whence he was commissioned by his friends to
visit Knglaud, and present his views of the policy which he be-
lieved should govern the Confederate States to their commission-
ers aud their friends in Kurope.  Returning from England, and
sceking ta tind his way to Richmond, with the object of urging
his views upon the Confederate Clovernmernt, his safe transit
through the lines was unconsciously promoted by an order of
General Rosencranz for his arrest and banishinent to the Coufe-
derate States, within whose military Hnes he was safely escorted,

While at the capital of the Confederate States, where he had
the opportunity of stating his views upun the war, slavery, and
the policy of the Confederacy, Mr. Ferguson embodied some of
thiese views in a pawmphlet, entitled, “The iimes ; or, the llag
of Truce, dedicated to the Cabinets at Wasnington snd Riehmond,
Ly a White Bepubliean  (Richmond. 1865)

It would have been easy, from the materials hefore me, to have
very much extended this sketeh of the life of Mr. Ferguson, [
might have copied many eloquent and sugyestive passages from
his published sermons, essays, lectures; and political addresses,
which would have illustrated the eharacter of his miund, his
genius, and shown something of the busis of the position he has
occupied, and the popularty he has eujoyed.  Few men in
Ameriea occupied a more euviable position, were mure trusted,
or more worthy of trust, than My, Ferguson.  His testimony to
any fact within his observation or knowledge is not to be lightly
questioned.  His opinions or deductions from those facts are
entitled to as wuch respect. as his charicter miny warrant, and I
believe there wre few wien whose opinions, judged hy this stan-
dard, ave entitled to more consideration than those of Jesse Bab-
cock Ferguson.

Testimonies Concerning Slarery. by M. N. Conwar. Chapman
and Hall, Price 35 6d.

This is a delightful book ; the anthor has given to fact all the
charm of fiction. Iis early experiences as the son of a slave-
holder, the croelties perpetrated upon the blacks, the argiments
pro und con on slavery, the capacities of slaves tor freedom, aud
other suljects in connection with the question, are admirabiy
treated. Mr. Conway places himself in the vanguard and
logically and humanly d: fends the negro.  Altogethier we have
been fascinated with these ©testbuonies,” and cun cordially
recommend the work. The auttor writes with the clearvess
of a logician and the pathos of a patriot.
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SPIRIT MESSAGE.

GuaRDIAN witnesses, we most gladly and entirely confess the Cross and
Passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords, who left the glory of Ifis
Father, to die upon the Cross, that all who believe in Him, though they
were dead in sins, should live unto righteousness. Oh, we are wiiling to
write for you this day, on holy subjects, greet us lovingly, willingly we
cowme to the charge of our hearts, and to the daughter of the Lord, who
wog'd flee from the wrath to come.

Hear how comfortably the Saviour calls to thee ; * fear not, ye believe
in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions.”
In the intermediate state of spirit-land, there are many good homes pre-
pared for all who try to do my will. Be not faithless but believing. 1le
will give you faith. Did Ie not say lovingly unto Thomas, * Reach
hete thy hand and thrust it into my side.,” Blessed (Ah, glorious
promise for the Gentiles of these latter days) blessed are they who have
not seen, and vet have believed. Oh, try earnestly to comprehend the
depth and height of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. You
may, by this gift, discern His love in its full intensity ; be ready always
to endeavour to have much grace given unto you. * A certain man had
u friend who came unto him and he had no bread; he called unto his
neighbour, but he would not give unto him—but by reason of his much
asking, he arose and guve him whatsoever he wished. While the man
sought lightly, he was not relieved, but by reason of his repeated endeavours
he ohtained ail he desired. What encouragement to give to seek after
good gifts ! Desire spiritnal gifts, but chiefly that you may prophesy,
u3 that will be of use to others, and the gift of tongues is only useful to
yourself. God himself has said, * Ask and it shall be given you,’ and
it is no presumption to ask spiritual gifts, seeing He so freely giveth you all
you have wished for o fur ; and if you pray constantly, earnestly, faithfully,
for higher gifts, God will give vou all, richly to enjoy. Desire the gifts
of prophesy, of healing, and of tongues, and be sure what you ask will be
done, and you shall receive. The way of the world is, to pray lightly,
once and if their request is not granted, they think the Lord is not
pleased to grant their request, and there they leave “off asking. But did
le not in His own words, tell 1lis people to be importunate in prayer,
intwo parab'es, Theretore whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in His
name, believing, veshall receive. Nothing shall he denied to those who
ask through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever, always the meek and lowly Jesus, who went about
doing good, weeping over Jerusalem, ** Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets and stonest all those that are sent unto thee,
how often eould I have gathered your children together, as a hen doth
guther her chickens under her wing, and ye would not,” Oh, love the
t.ord, who was so loving on earth and is so loving in heaven. He has
been raised up, that he might draw all men unto Ilim, Seek ye the
Lord while He may be found, rest upon tlim while he is near, Behold,
now is the appoiated time ; behold, now is the day of salvation, Never
say ** to-morrow, if it please God, I shall do this or that,”* if it may be
done to-day, for ye know not whether there be any to-morrow. Be ye
children of the night and of the day; call earnestly * Lord help me"
while it is yet time. Behold the day cometh when ye shall eall earnestly,
and He will not hear ; then it will be two late to ery ** Lord, help me',
when the door of salvation is shut, The day is at hand, and the hours
are not long, though no mun, no, not the angels of Gad, not the Son,
but the Father knoweth the day and hour, hut all know the time and
scason, “ when the fig-tree is*green and putteth forth leaves, ye know
that summer is nigh.’’  The summer i3 very nigh and the fig tree very
green. Iave ye not heard of wars and rumours of wars, brother divided
against brother, and nation agninst nation  What iy the fearful war in
America but brother against brother? Never was any war so long, so
bitter, so unceusing, 8o relentless, and so awful.  Kindied people divided
agninst each other, thirsting for the blood that flows alike in each others
veins—the kindred armies of the Americac Continent.  Oh,if the world,
which shrinks from the never-dying news, month after month, year after
year, coming from those worse than enennes, fighting for no good cause,
making slavery a blind to darken the eyes of the world to the hideousness
of the reality, could see the troops of evil ones,arrayed in glad ranks over
the field dyed in the bloed of fellow-countrymen, and watching with
fiendish joy, the buttles which array themselves against kinsmen and
former friends, and hear off the souls in triun.ph to their well-earned
home, as one by one, they fall under the blood-stained banners of a war-
worn country ! Oh, how can they hope to save themselves from the duy
of wrath, when they brenk every law of God, und pollute Ilis holy day
with their unnatural conflict? Woe to the bloody country, shout the
willing angels, us ufur off they gaze on the seeneof desolation, und shrink
before the triumphant evil ones, who gloat over their prey. Oh, how
can you hear this in 8o cold a manner—has this no terror for you? Has
the long conflict wearied you, us it has all the world ! They are yet
human beings with immortal souls; and they are losing, not life
only, but hope, and winning for themselves misery.  Oh, Williug-
ness,* it is an awful thing to hear this without sorrow for them,
and to hear that their immortal souls are sinking, without praying to he
guided to pray aright for them, Oh, yes, the effectual forvent prayer
availeth much, and every time you pray in private prayers, und jn your
public prayers, add a fervent supplication that the souls of those who are
wurring 1n Awmverica, brother against brother, kinsman against kinsman,
may be turned to repentance, ere it be too late. Oh, do pray for them
now, and we will join in the prayer.

'That is right ; do us we tell you inall, and he sure that the prayer
that it given for the wars of others is uever lost, und will ho borne by the
angels snd luid on the altar of God

The war in Denmark was anotber awful war, without any offence;
nation ristug ngainst nation, princes and kings contimnug to overwhelm
& small country and its pious king, und none to help. * When the
wiched riseth up agninat_you, the Lord shall be thy ahield ;" end Ie
was the defence of that Christian king, and delivered him out of afl lus
troubles, yea, and made him to be mighty before all men, and his sons

® A name the guardian spirite gave to L.

and daughters to be mightily exalted in all great nations, from"a poor
humble prince the Lord exalted him to be king, and overwhelmed those
who would have taken his kingdom from him. Why not love his
worthy goodness, and it is a worthy example to princes and kings to see
his steadfast humility and trust in God. Oh, hew wonderful are the
ways of God. [Ile exalteth the humble and meek, and giveth grace unto
the lowly. Ile lifteth the beggar out of the mire, to set him upon
heap, and he pulleth down the mighty from their seat. Why boastest
thou thyself, thou mighty, and liftest up thy head ? The man who had
filled his barns said, “ Now my soul, be at ease, and take thy rest, for
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; but the Lord saith unto
him, ** Thou fool this night shall thy soul be required of thee.” Oh, let
Ingland the great nation, so proud, so wealthy, so prosperous, in land
and sea, who hath extended her dominions to the uttermost parts of the
earth, beware lest a worse thing come upon her. When she thinketh
she standeth, oh, let her take heed lest she fall; behold destruction
cometh upon her suddenly, as travail upon a woman with child, and she
shall fall, and great will be that fall.

All prophecy is from above, and will come direct to you without inter-
vention of spirits, and you will prophecy with your own lips and not
through our words, The day is at hand when God shall come from
heaven to reign upon earth, and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; the
graves shall give up the bodies of the saints that slept ; all who died in
the faith and love of God and repented them of their former sing, will
arise in that first resurrection, and will be caught up into the cloud of
witnesses.  * Secing that ye have then so great a cloud of witnesses,’
watch and pray that you may join them at that day of reckoning, not ©
Judgment, for Elijah must first come and reprove the world of righteous-
ness and of judgment, but I say unto you that Lljah is come already,
he is going to and fro, and unknown, unseen, is purifying a chosen few to
he God's people on the earth when lle cometh.  Ye cannot see him, a8
he i3 translated and a heavenly messenger, and he cannot come in human
form to be seen of men, though men believe that that was the reason he
was taken up to heaven without dying, but it was not so. No man could
live in heaven and be like unto ordinary men. Ile was translated into
a spiritual body, and that made him invisible to men. e never died, '
and his body and soul were never parted, but he was changed, as the
faithtul who are alive on the earth at the first 1esurrection, who also shall
never die, hut shall all be changed, in & moment; for ye are born in a
natural body, and ye must live in a spiritual boedy, before ye can
ascend into heaven. Jesus Clrist rose in a spiritunl bodys
and appeared to His chosen people to show them lie had risen
from the dead; and on Mount Tahor, ITe with Moses and Elijah,
appeared to Peter, James, and John; and then, when they were seen o
these three, a cloud received them out of the sight of men. This is the
spiritual body that knows no sin, no pain, no decay, no change, no
weariness, entirely new, entirely pure, quite unspotted, unblemished,
without any infirmity or any trouble, immortal and glorious, shining
with love and peace and joy, and £t to live for ever with angels and all
the host of heaven.  Strive for the first resurrection, blessed, aye blessed
are they who are made partakers of the first resurrection, Yen they
shall rise again in spiritunl bodies, leaving in the grave all the sin
infirmities and blemishes and corruptions of evil, and new-born with wings
of white glittering piuions (figurative word this,) Wings are mentioned
all through the Bible as an attribute of the most High, of the son ©
righteousness, of the archungels, of the ministering angels, and they will
be given to the blessed in their first resurrection, to fy to the cloud o
witnesses assemhled to greet their new birth.  Glory to God in the
highest, sang the seraph host, the morn that Christ was born ; glory t0
God in the highest will resound through all that ‘great cloud when the
Lord will visit His people, and o new heaven and u new carth purified
from all the pollutions of Willingness. Will you sce that when you are
tempted to say that the carth is 6,000 years old, and that it will be only
6,000 years old at the last, itis cternal, and the bodies of those who
sleep shall be more in number than the sands of the sea. The world wa#
without form, and void the world mind ; there was no blank span, there
way o world there, without form and void, and darkness was upon the
face of the enrth, the carth, remark, The earth, that was no mere
word, it was a great fact in the beginning, (what beginning?
God created the heavens and the earth: the beginning of eternity, when
heaven wan created, earth was,  Willingness, this is, indeed, a wonderful
thought! Poor sons of Adam! you think that the world was made fof
you, and that before 6,000 years ago no one ever walked upon the face v
the earth 1 It was without shape and void, and darkness was upon it
and when God said let there be light, there was light, and paradise gre¥
out of the dark earth, with flowers of henvenly dyes, and fruits good for
food 5 and the wolf and the lamb lay down together; and the lion at¥
srass; and the lion ate grass likean ass; and the holy beings wandere
through the paradise of God, hand in hand, happy and pure, without
thought of sin ; and the Lord walked in the garden at morning and even”
ing, and conversed with His ¢hildren, Do you ever meditate upon thid
the full glory of paradise ?  Read it al] entirely, and think what a glon”
ous time that must have been, when the Lord Himuelf wulked angd talke
with His chosen servants ; and when the carth shall be once more without
form and void ; after a generation has been swept away, and the goo
are caught up to the clouds, and the ¢vil are in the abade of shades, the?
the heavenly new Jerusalem shall reign, and the sun of righteousnes®
shull vise; and there will be nceded no earthly sun, for Christ is the
Light of the World, and Ilis brightness will far excced the sun ©
puradise heaming in pure brightness at noon.day ; and then the WP’
andthe lamb shall lie down together; as they fell with man, Wit
man shall they recover their first estate ; and the weaned child a hun”
dred years old shall play on the coekatrice’s den,

Ob! think often on that blessed time, lest it come upon YO
suddenly, and you fear to mect God. knowing that you are nuk®
~—that your soul has not on thu wedding garment; then shall He
suy, wherefore wert thou afraid?  And it will be no use telling the
Searcher of llearts that anyone tempted you, for lle knows bet:ef
than you what is in man, und He will drive you out of paradisé:
and place His angel at the golden gates of Jerusalem, lest uny shou!
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dtrive still to enter, when they hear the far-off sound of melody, and the
20f breezes of perfumed flowers, and the voices of angels, and sweet tunes
of harmonious love and heavenly concord are wafted over the crystal walls
tothe wilderness without, making the desolation ten times more awful,
and the Gentiles shall look from the walls of the heavenly city, and he-
old the misery of all those who have neglected so great salvation. Oh
10 ; they will be of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and will have a
full sense of God's justice and long-suffering in bearing so long with Ilis
Tebellious people. No human heart can comprehend that angels® eyes
“an look upon the sins of men, and not be harmed or made wretf:‘*.ed _by
their awfulness; but they are of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.
ey see the end, and look to that, and by the nearness or farness of thqt
~~the darkness of doom or the brightness of salvation—know how their
tharge js progressing ; and so acute is their sense, that the least thought
°rdeed is quite enough for them to know if their charge is journeying
down the dark path, or turning to the light. Ohl be very careful to
Press towards the mark of your high calling, dear L. 'We have been glad
' tell you these things, and to have you gladly listening to them, eager
hear what we tell, and not presumptuously striving after what you
May not hear. Ah! be ever thus, ready and humble, and you shall have
Tevelations that will shame the pride of the most learned, and make many
'8¢ men come t» you for the revelations that they have spent a lifetime
' discern, and have failed. Oh! take heed to rightly feel the great re-
*Ponsibility of this gift, and use it rightly, and always try to be guided by
© angel band, the ambassadors of God, and leave no spot in your heart
‘"\armed, lest Satan assail you as an angel of light, and wound your soul.
F'"ewell. awhile, dear Willingness ; take heed to spend the remainder of
e Lord's Day to His glory, and thank Him for His gift, and for per-
Mitting us to tell you such good news of Him. Your own guardian
Angels greet you friendly, and leave their glorious benediction on the soul
U peace with God and man. Amen.

[This communication was given to a young lady writing-medium, on
pl‘c’ﬂg her hand on the planchetts for the first time, Spiritualism is
ew to her.—Ebp. S. 7.]

—

THE NATURE OF PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION,
DiscussioN WITH SPIRITS.

Th’fOllowing is one of @ number of interesting conversations carried
on between the spirits of S. Smith, Levi Roffing, and myself, re-
Specting the Physical Manifestations. It will serve to show lo
what extent, and for what reasons, suck manifestations are sanc-

T“‘med by spirits in high spheres. ) ‘
he subject of Physical Manifestations has been discussed at our
¥ances. The opinions of spirits respecting them may be gathered
Jrom the following conversation, taken from my note-book :—

FROM THE SPIRIT OF B. SMITH.

I will now speak concerning the physical manifestations. I
do ot like them ; and I have told you before that the medium is
8t losing his power. I will explain to you why. 1If yon take
-‘t"aDSpareut vessel that is empty, you can see through it ; fill

With mud or impurity, and what is beyond is obscured by it.

Ut add more clear fluid uutil the impurity is washed out of it,
gu YQ’u may again see the other side. Do you understand the

re
WA“,aﬁirmative reply was given, followed by a quest'on.—Mr.

* Wishes to know whether you can suggest another medium, in

® this medium loses his power 1 .
th Pirit,—In case # It is certain to be lost for a time. When
h'e Wedium's mind was not occupied by any serious thoughts of

8 own, then we could see through it—or we could communi-
» 48 spirit can act on mind ; but not when bosiy and mind
ite ctive and in full action, can we find opportunity to act on
th et, when the higher organs of the brain are more clarified,

e2 he may become a higher medium. Last Thursday he was
enir30ced by spirits of no higher an order than his own. They

Utranced him quickly, because nearer to him ; yet they could
Ot awake him, because your influence had not been sufficiently
Moved from him at the time he was under your hands. So he

to wait until you willed him to awake. .
wh T 8.—1 have a question to ask you, if you have finished
th 2t yon had to say, and will allow me—a question respecting

¢ Physical manifestations. .
Pirit.—You may occasionally experiment with low spirits, but
Wore frequently than with higher ones, or the nearest will
0 become the dearest. The spirit of Levi Roffiing shall say a
Words to you before the medium awakes. i
todg S.~But I wih to speak to you first, if you will allow me

820 Will you answer my question ?

J’“ ~1I am prepared. ) .

the T 8—You say you do not like physical manifestations. N'ow,
iy :}‘: 18 aclass of men called materialists—men who disbelieve
Th © existence of a God ; who disbeliave ina aplr_xtual worl:l.
m?’“’ bersons ask for physical manifestations ; nothing less will
'8y them. Physical manifestations only will convince them
st ol r If we ask for physical manifes.

200

thers is a spiritual world.
1008, for the purpose of convincing such individuals of the
the ity of a spiritual state, and the existence of a God, does not
®ad to be attained justify the means ?

THE SPIRITUAL TI
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Spirit.—1I say, under some circumstances you may occasionally
experiment with low spirits ; but not more frequently than with
higher ongs.

Mr. 8.—Why did you say you did not like the lower manifes-
tations ?

Spirit.—The reason I said it was, because I knew the medium
was fast losing his power ; that he was not a physical medium
ouly when in a trance state, which is not very convineing to
sceptical minds. A trance medinm cannot become a very
powerful physical medium, as he must be entranced by low
spirits before he can produce any manifestations. Therefore I
do notlike a medium who has the power of receiving communi-
cations from a higher source than himself, to be entranced by
lower spirits, who might fill his mind with thoughts of them,
which would cause him to be more delighted with their influence
than with the influence of higher spirits.

Mr. 8.—Then you do not condemn the practice of invoking the
lower spirits, when it is for a good purpose 1

Spirit.—I do not at all condemn you for communing with
lower spirits when in your natural state, but when a medium is
entirely given up to their gnidance, it is dangerous. A man
with his reasoniug faculties fully awake, is in a position always
superior to'lower spirits, andjinay safely invoke them, though he
is liable to be tempted by them ; but a trance medium is liable
to be compelled.

Mr. 8.—I understand now. If we had a powerful physical
medium at our service, and by using him as such, could convince
materialists of a future state, by exhibiting the lower manifesta-
tions, you would not condemn it, but wounld consider the end
justified thie means.

Spirit.—No ; we could not condemn it then, for out of evil
would spring good.

Mr. 8.—Mr. W. wishes to know whether the Davenport
Brothers are assisted by low spirits ; or are their manifestations
simply the tricks of conjurors? -

Spirit.—Undoubtedly they are assisted by low spirits. I will
now leave the medium. Conclude with the concluding prayer,
after Levi Roffing has given his communication.

From the spirit of Levi Roffing.—Beloved mortals,—Do not be
prejudiced against me.  If I am not so high as the other commu-
nicants, 1 hope to be in time. I only suggested the experiment
on Thursday night as a means of convincing the medium., He
will never make a powerful physical medium, as he would have
to be entranced before we could form any affinity with the atoms
of his body. But to satisfy him, or any other mortal who is scep-
tical, I would at any time assist in producing physical mani-
festations, or in guarding the medinm from injury whilst subject
to the influence of my companions. 1 will not stay longer, as T
am aware that I oppress the medium.

Mr. 8,—Will you explain how the ropes are untied?

Spirit.—I did explain how they would be untied.

Mr. 8,—But it was not taken down. Will you repeat it ?

Spirit.—1I said I would assist the medium. I did not say we
wounlil untie the ropes, We assisted him in untying them, and he
assisted us, though unknown to himself, as we bad power over
his mind, and then over his body.

Mr. 8.—Then the spirit-power does not touch the knot of the
rope, and untie it—does it !

Spirit.—Yes ; n spirit, when it has communication with the
atows of the body, can also have aflinity with tne atoms of any-
thing that surrouuds the body, so as to relax or tighten it, or
undo any knot. .

Mr, S.—Then, if we could see the knots untied, we should
see th(; rope untwist, or untie, without any visible fingers touch-
ing it

%pirit.—YeS; and the medium, when partly released, would
assist in releasing the remaining part ; in untying the remaining
kuots and straightening the ropes,

Mr. S.—Suppose we tied one of the medium's hands fast be-
hind him, and the other before him, we suppose you would
untie one hand, and then the medium would untie the other
himself 1

Spirit.—Yes; that is my meaning.

Mr. 8S—If you have the power of untying one knot, un-
assisted by the medium, why can you not untie the whole of
them 1

Spirit.—We could do so—only the other is a quicker way.
We did on Tuesday night, untie the whole of the kuots, as the
medium was too deeply entranced; his position was never
shifted, nor a limb stirred. 1 was only explaining what T said
on Thursday night, before the experimeuts begun, 1 then said
we would assist.

Mr. 8.-1 may tell you, that however high and good the ‘com-
munications from the higher spirits may have been the lower
spirits have done more than they have to convince us of the
truth of Spiritualism, ) R

Spirit.—I am thankful for that. I am aware of the power of
low spirits, yet I cun also agree with what the bigher spirits say,
that if lower spirits convince sceptics, they may also make
mediums of them and lead them turther from the right course
than if they had uever been aware of the spirit-life.
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somememens

Mr, 8,—Can you explain to us how it is that darkness, or a
negative state, is necessary to the production of the Davenport
phenomena ¥

Spirit.—Can you not explain why plants throw off mgore odour
in the dark than in the light ?

Mr. 8.—Yes ; because darkness is a negitive state—there is
an absence of the material matter, sunlight.

Spirit.—Part of the force which is expelled from plants in the
night-time is what surrounds us, and keeps us from advancing
to the higher spberes. Suulight would distress us, as we have
to gather all the phosploric force we can around us to produace
the physical manifestations, and sunlight would tend to dissi-
pate it.

Mr. 8.—Will you give us instructions how to proceed to-
morrow night, May we put flour in the medinm's hands, and
seal the rope, as a test 1 Will you tell us the conditions to-
morrow night

Spirit.—I would rather the medium were not entranced by
you previous to being entranced by us.

Mr, 8.—Will you give us the instructions to-morrow night
through the indieator ?

Spirit.—I will tell you now. Do not be mistaken any more
in what our promise was. We said we would assist, not untie
him. We did untie Lim on Thursday evening, though it greatly
distres-ed him, as he was thrown into a deeper state than was
requisite. Fle is not a physical medium—he is a trance
medinm ; and the manifestations produced by the Davenports
can only be produced by true physical mediums, who can com-
mune with spirits while in their natural state, I have ouly to
say, tie the medium in any manner you may think fit—seal the
knots of the rope—tie him to the walls—handeutf him—or fasten
him in any way ; but we will not guarantes to do more than
assist, That was the promise, and we will not be compeiled to
go beyond it. If left alone, the signal for his awaking shall be
three distinet knocks in some part of the room: then may you
enter ; and if it has been possible to entrance the medium—
which it will be to-morrow—you will find him awake, in his
patural state, as you left him, his bonds shall he loosened.

Mr. 8.—Then you would not allow us to form a durk circle,
and atand round him ?

Spirit.—Not at present,

Mr. 8.—~8hall you be able to play any musical instrument,
ring a bell, or anything of that kind ¢

Spirit.—You may Teave a bell in the room out of the
medium’s reach, 1f we ean, we will stir it; though we will
tiot promise. Do not seek too much at once. Though we could
do it, we might distress the medium, as he is a trance medium,
and we should be wholly npon his mind, which, by any very
powerful manifestations, might be injured. Do not wish us to
mjure the medinm'’s mind, merely to gratify your curiosity, or to
fulfil your desires of convincing any sceptic,

Mr. 8. Can these mavifestations of spirit power only be pro-
duced through a medinm ] Can you not of yourselves euter a
room and move the furniture, ae. |

Spirit,—They can only be produced by some connecting link.
There are laws and there are bounds which keep us from
mingling with the morwl world, If it were not so, mortals
could not exist; there are circumstances which permit us to
break through the bonds which eonfine us to our sphere and
enable us to produce manifestations where there are no
mediams,

THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 4th: FROM THE
SPIRIT OF 3. 8.

Spirit.—I wish tn speak of the propoved physical manifesta.
tions, T will uot assist you in any physical manifestations pro-
duced through Wiiliam's mediamship. You may think it
strange. I am aware that it might convinee some sceptics, and
gain believers in the spirit-life ; yet proofs are becoming move
plentifol, nad occurring under wore favourable eonditions for
them to be convineed ; so that it I8 not requisite for us to
maunifest ourselves t rough a medivm when it would injurve him.
As the medinm advances in knowledge, the higher portious of
hiis brain beemne more lhninated by that knowledge ; so will
he natneally progress nearcr towards us—and be repaid for
the time that the brain bas been cut off from communication
with us, Hexney Smnu.

4, I'ark-terrace, Nottingham,

HEALING BY TOUCH.

pr—

Dr. Newton, the great healer, was in Cleaveland, Ohio. Sanday,
Veb, 26th. and from s votice given vut at the morning lecture,
reesived the desf. the blind, and the lame, frow halfopast two to
five veluck, to whom he administered the healing power *» with-
vut money and without price.””  To one boy whowm Lie healad of
“w st koee and lamenens, requiring two erutehes to hobble aboug,
he gave tive dollars,  Truly this 1+ a wonderfal wan.  Why do
1ok the people sce that the days of Chriabs Dispensation are ab

hand. = Frogressive dge.

PROGRESSIVE LIFE.

Ereryan Father! all-pervading God !

My soul struck speecliless by I'hy chastening rod,
Subdu'd by sacred sorrow, yearns towards Thee,

In dumb contrition struggles to be free—

Free from the hondage of perplexing strifo—

I'ree from the doubts that haunt the walks of life—
Free from the false in every form and creed—

Free as Thyself from meanuess, pride, and greed.
She struggles with a too impatient will

T'o soar to Thee from all the powers of 111,

Teach me, Great I'ather, lessons of Thy love,

And bid my spirit, like a peaceful dove,

Wing upward towards the firmament of Being,
Where Love's celestial orb glows pure—

And the soul’s eye gains power of sense und seeing,
Where Time and sin cannot endure,

But, Father, teach me first to know ‘I'hy Will,

And battle bravely ’gainst the slaves of 111,

This lower world, and this fair body frail,
ITave uses, Father, for Thy child.

The rustling corn, when heaten by the flail,
Starts from its car in freedom wild —

And like that corn, my hidden spirit grows,

And gainy its freedom by Life's flail-like blows.

Created by Thy fiat we are here
To learn to live in Love’s immortal sphere.
Endowed with reason, we are horn to feel
T'he precious pleasnres that Thy works reveal,
The burning sun—the birds that il the air
With liguid songs of praise and prayer—
The flowers® rich perfume borne upon the breeze —
The laughing streamlets, and the leafy trees—
The ocean’s epic grandeur—mountaing vast—
The caternct—the comet—havoce's blast—
‘The kindly summer’s rain—the thunder's crash—
The moon, its lunar light—the lightning®s flash—
The four-faced Year, and Nuture's changeless laws—
The eauses of effects—effects of Cause;
All, all proclaim Progressive Life to man—
A Life that is not compass'd by * a span,”
Teach me to feel. O Father, kind,
o Whate'er hefall me, Thou art near ;
Then may 1 bear Life's adverse wind,
Without a sad complaining tear.
Teach me to kuow the false from true,
That 1 may wholly live to "Phee;
And as 1 know, oh, nuay 1 do,
Till my imprison’d soul is free.
Fternal Father, if 1 err
‘Vhrough false instruction, give me light ;
If I am blind, O God, furhear
T'o leave me to my mental night,

I pray Thee, Father, grant me sight
T sre the winding walks of creed;
Oh, make me see by living light
The tleavenward ways of holy deed.
My soul aspires to God the more she breasts Life’s warves,
Iter cager hopes ascend from sorrow's sudden’d graves.
Father, how wonderrul Thy ways ! Thy love, how dee !
My spirit mounts to T'hee—-in death there is no sleep,
This eneth is but w passage to the Spirit-Spheres ;
Thus body but the shell that lusts some three-score years !

May 20th, 1864, J. i, Powxe
o?

A ITORRID DOCTRINE.

A father in Wisconsin recently murdered his two echildren, be-
cause, as he says, he expected to go to hell himselt, but he
wished to have his children saved, by Jdying before they ahoult
come to years of accountability, 'This man gave evidence of lné
sincerity, . Ile evidently believed the doctrine of hits Church, 8%
deserves the symwpathy of all Christians,  But who can hclw'o
that a religion which leads to such horrid results can be th
ruligion of a loving Ifatherin heaven ! The Apoestlesiys © 'llwt';
is great joy and peace in believing,”—that is in believing ¢
truth— helieving the true religion of Christ. The doctrine ‘;
endloss misery ; then, cannot be the truth, for it destroys all pau"e
and drives its sincere believers to jnsanity aod murder.
thank God that there are but {ew real betievers in the hm‘f‘a
sentiment of endless woe ! Bt many profess it and uphoid tba
preeaching of it, while they see these murderous effects of such
doetrine, CGlod in merey grant that the time muy soon GU“‘H
wlien that most borrid doctrine of heathenism may pass frof
the world, 1t has cursed the world long enough,  God % dis
honoured by such a faith,  Mauy children have been murdt‘l‘e,’
by loving pareats to save them from such o doom. © God lu
love,” ad Christ is the Saviour of all men, Belicve thisand J¥
will find greav ¢ juy und peaco.”-- Munford’s Maguzine.
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REMARKABLE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES OF
A CLERGYMAN.

(Continued from page 158.)

Four nights afterwards the following : present, two danghters
"0 gons, and myself, at the table. There was spelled, William

Toves,

Do any of us know you ?—No.
hat countryman are you ?>—An African.

Spell on,

I helped to mutiny against George Fernando, my captain.
Wl. you be so kind as to ask him if he forgives me. You will
1ge me very much if you would give me the answer fo the

Ioative,

replied, I will when he comes.
Ie thanked me by repeating many knocks.
_de then, in answer to what we were speaking of to ourselves,
—

For T dare not ask him, after what I have done to him.

Again he thanked me by knocks.
ho told you that I knew George Fernando?

8aw you both conversing.
0 a little time came a spirit, and in answer to my question,
o0 are you? he spelled ont—
Jeorge Fernando.
h said, I am very glad you have come. There has been a spirit
ere speaking to me. IHis name is William Groves; do you
R0w him >— Yes.
) then read over what Groves said, and George Fernando im-
n:wl;tely answered, I freely forgive him. Will he be happy
—Yes.
Th_eu I said, My dear friend, will you be here on Thursday
evemﬂg. according to promise. to try and draw 1—I will try.
(George Fernaudo gone.)
B There was spelled ont William Groves. I told him what
he"n&ndo said  ITe spelled out, I thank you, my dear sir; you
V6 been the cause of my happiness—I am happy.
(Four spirits knocked.)
I said, Spell on. .
A nlgy spetled, John Wilkins, Thomas Tineil, David Wilberforce,
rank Stubbs, who helped to mutiny against Captain Fer-
o, have given our names to you to ask you a great favour. ,
ery well, say on, and if I can do it T will.
(Thanks, many times repeated.)

After which,
you please, my dear sir, will you be sokind as to ask our
in to forgive us. We will be much obliged to you.

8aid, T will ask your captain as soon as ever he comes here.
(Thanks again.)
Who told you to come here I—William Groves.
0 you love the Lord Jesus Christ 1—Yes.
h If You can get your captain’s forgiveness, will you then be
8PPy —Yes,
e you forgiven by Christ 1—Yes.
1y don’t you ask the captain yourselves 1—Shame.
Te there any more mutineers 1—Yes, ten more.
: Is (After a while three knocks.)
that George Fernando 1—Yes,
read over the foregoing; he replied to the question,
I O you freely forgive them all 2—Yea.
Cymay tell tiiem that 7—Yes.
W 10 was your chief mate >—Wilberforce.
n ko was your second- mate ?—Stubbs.

y thwurd.
lich wag the ringleader »— Wilberforce.
14t conntryman was he 1—An Italian,

kno:‘;’ could an ltalian have the name of Wilberforce >—I don’t

William Groves was

(The four are come—they knock impatiently.)
L four here ?—Yes,
18 caprain freely forgives you all.
s (Knocks.)
82id, and I am very glad of it.
1 {Knocks.)
o then said, David Wilberforce, don’t you go till I speak to
erf:m. ' ou were an Ttalian ; how ia it that you were called Wil-
tieg :b -1 was called Segarious at first. but my mether war-
@l ;mcmu_l time toa man named Wilberforce, and I was
uwu ter him ; ke was English. ] . .
Ves, yﬁ;.you will excuse me for asking you this question ?~Yes,

APB you

(Gond night.)
Ten apirits knocked aud spelled out

James Sranry Brysamiy Franman
v{tmxpu Dansvono ! Hurxry Beascunn
SaMuksL Fineu Puivie Ranspy
Cbm.u'r GovLnen I Joun WepsreRr
HAULE: Guapza Grorge LobsteR

We all wish you to grant us one favour, will you?
I will, if in my power.
(Thanks by knocks.)

I said, say on. There was spelled the following, exactly :—
Have the kindness to ar our captain if he really forgives us, if
you please.

I replied, T will as soon as he comes,

Are you all unhappy hecause of it p—VYes.

Will this make you happy >—Yes.

Whieli is the spokesman p—Grader.

Are you Irish ? —Yes,

(Presently George Fernando knocks.)

All the foregoing is read to him. All are freely forgiven as

before. '
(e goes.)

They come knocking. I call over their names, and tell them
all are forgiven. They thank me as before.

Anuother time they will give me the history of the mutiny—it
is now half past twelve o’clock.

Such séances as those just mentioned are curious specimens of
wliat we sometimes receive ; at other times we have had some
of the most wounderful histories of the creation and of individuals
hat have ever been heard of in this world. Sometimes my
eldest son is the medium for speaking, while in a trance state ;
at other times some young men who have been in the habit of
sitting with us, through one of whom we have had most won-
derful communications, and some of a most serious natura, pur-
porting to come from spirits departed who were well known in
the neighbourhood although not by us, and who have proved

their identity beyond a doubt to those present who knew them
while in the body.

(To be continued in our next.)

SEFING THE WIND.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,—1In a book called The Life of a Radical, by Samuel Bam-
ford—the following remarkable statement is made—(vol 2. p.
226) :—

We walked to the height of Hattersage-Grange, and there
stopped to survey the vast, solitary, yet pleasing scenes. My
wife was seated on a grassy knoll, while I stood beside her—my
back towards the sun, whose beams were mitigated by light
clouds, and my looks directed over the wold townrds the York-
shire border. *-I can see the wind,” 1 said! * What s it like,”
she said 7 “ The most beautiful thing I ever saw, and if thou
wilt come here, thou shall see it also. Look over the top of
the brown heath, with « steady eye, and see if thou cans’t
discern a remarkably bright substance—brighter than glass or
pearly water, deeply clear and lucid, swimming, not like a stream,
but like a quick spirit, up and down, aud forward, or if hurrying
to be gone!™ “ Nousense,” she said, * theve is not anything.”
“Look again—I still behold it.” ¢ There is-—theve is. -Oh !
what a beautitul thing,” “Ts that the wind,”’ she asked?
“That is the wind of heaven,” I said, “ now sweeping over the
earth, and visible. 1t is the great element of vitality, water
quickened by five, the spivit of life.”

“ We stood gazing in wonder and admiration, for still, like a
spirit-stream, it kept hnrrying past, and so we left it glittering
and sweeping away. This was on the morning of the 19th day
of May, 1821.”

The seer adds, “Reader, if you, having a good pair of eyes,
at the same season, and on a day like ours, with a mild sun and
a quick breeze out of Yorkshire, should elimb to the top of
Hattersage-Grange, and stand with thy back to the sun, Mam
Tor, visible on thy left haud, there a'so shalt thoa see the
beautiful apparition, the spivit of life, which we saw. Neither
1 nor mine ean ever forget it while memory is ours.”

Here we tind a singular instance of the invisible, or generally
it is considered to be, apparent to human eyes.

In the New Testament we are informed in one passage only,
I think, that heat followed the secing of the south wind, accord:
iug to the English  translaticn ; and Jesus, upon a certain
occasiony asked whether the people weut out to see *A reed
shaken with the wind ;” and at L,he time of the Pentecost, cloven
tongues were seen by the apostles “like fire”  in theinterview
with Nicodemus, Jesus said, “Thou hearest the sound thereof,
but cans't not tell whenee it {the wind) cometh, aud whether it
goetk,”  Neither in Seriptuve nor out of Seripture, have L seen
an aceount otherwise of seeing the wind! It has appeared to
me that this subject may ve, perhaps, interesting to some of your
readers, especiatly to those who have read Judge LEdmond's
deseription of death, which aceount should be read by every
Spiritualist, us seen by himself, Mr. Davis, and probably by
othersvers. Therefore, T send you the above-mentioned extrace
selected from n book written by a respectable mechanie, which
chiefly deseribed wordly eveunts, social and political.—Yours
obediently, CuUR1STOPHER CooKn

May 23, 1865.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

CorrrsroNDEXNTS will pleaseto write legibly on
one nide of the paper only, and as concisely as
possible. Ifthia rule is not observed we may
be compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions.

Our readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, We wish to
give a4 many facts as our space will admit,
Correspondents should allow their names and
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from all suspicion.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER-
TISEMENTS. .
Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional
ling, 3d.; a reduction for a series.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr, J. L. Powell, Spiritval
Times Othice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Advertistments for insertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or hefore nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning.

To vk Trabe.—The Spiritual Times is pub-
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Olfice, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwell, 333,
Strand,

CompraInTs have reached us that the Spiritual
Times does not always tind itaway to country
subscribers. Those who have difficulty
sttould send to us at the office 1+, Newman
Street, Oxford Street, W., and we will for-
ward it direct through the post.  Subseribers
taking four copics can have them post free,
by remitting 8s. 8d. per quarter.

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES™ BY POST.

To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritnal
Times, packets will he sent direct from the Oftice
post free to any part of the United Kingdom,
hv remitting, in advaunce, as under :—

Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.
1, 3d.,or for 13, 38.31. 26, 6a.6d. 52 13s.
2, 84, o, w o8 5d. ,, 10s6d. , 21s.
8, 6d., ., . 0864, , 13s0d, ., 20s.
& Is. o 13s.0d. 26504, 528,

Post Office Orders must be made payable to
Mr. ), H. Powell, at the Post Office, 26, Oxford-
atreet, corner of Rathhone-place.

FPMVHE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM
14, Newman Sireet, Oxford Street.

Thia Institution i{s established for the
sdvancement of spiritual phenomena
and philosophy. 1t offers opportunities
for investigators to collect facts and
ohtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings
together friends to the eause, and presents
a platform for the freest Discussion. lts
rules are such as to preclude no sectary,
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism.
Based on the cardinal facts of Spirit Com-
munion and Immortality, it invites all who
racognise, or desire to recognise, these
trutha, .

The Lyceum hag both religions and se-
enlar sims,—religious in the highest sense
of eliminating truth, from apirit-fact and
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of
moulding the future by a wise realisation
of the present and a spiritual conception
of its uses,

The growing spread of Spiritualism in
Kngtand renders a centralinstitution neces-
sary to organize means to give distinetive
lite to the various methods which abound
in fsolated forms all over the kingdom.
To effact this most desirable object Mr, It
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and
aarnestly solicits ald from all frienda.
Many sincere and influentisl Spirituatists
have already subscribed, some fwo, others
eue guinea each (the latter subscription
being the minimum!, Those who sub.
scribe one or more guineas annually will
be entitled to the privilege of attending
all lLectures free. Spirit Drawings
and Works of a progressive charncter
will bs added from time to time,
Mediums of recoguised integrity aud
ower will be encouraged, and it is hoped
}ucilities may be afforded for the develop-
ment of such conuected with the Lyceum.

THE SPIRITUAL TIMES.

A printing pressis now in operation
upon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topies. Iriends desirous of
spreading the truthg of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such pamphlets and distributing them.
All works of a spiritnal and progressive
character can be supplied by us, Friends
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact,
as by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceum. :

Weo feel pursuaded onr work will
not be in vain, being assured amongst
the many thousands of true Spiritualists
in this country alone there are many who
will gladly aid us.

Arrrications ok Lrcrures winn Recrive
ATTENTION,

All communieations and remittances to
be forwarded to Mr. J. IL. Powell,
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street,
Oxford Street.

The payment of 2s. 6. per guarter will
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions

only.

Just ready,

In one volume, Demy 8vo,,
Post free, price 10s,
qUPRA-MU NDANE FACTS, IN
b)) TIIE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON;
including twenty years' observation of Preter-

Natural Phenomena.
Edited by T. L. Nicnows, M.D., author of
“orty Years of American Life,” ¢ Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,’”’ &e., &ec.

This book will contain the personal experi-
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations,
during twenty years, under favourable circum-
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of
very remarkable phenomena, from the most
striling physical,to the higher forms of psychi-
cal or spiritual, manifestations. [t will also
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer-
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, and many facts orally
related.  The work of the editor will be the
selection and the arrangement of the records
furnished him, and the orderly narration of
the facts, nnd he has reason to believe that no
work of the present time contaius accounts
of moro remarkable, varied and important
phenomena than will be found in this volume,

All orders to be sent to Mr. J, H. Powery,
Spiritual Lyeeun, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, W,

Now Rendy,

'I)Um,ro DISCUSSION ON
R “SPIRITUALISM and the CHAR-
ACTER of the MANIFESTATIONS of
the BROTIHENS DAVENPORT,” between
Joux Beproun Leyo and J. H. PoweLL,

Full Report, price 3d., post-tree, 4d.
To be had of Mr. J. 1. Powell, Spiritual Ly-
ceum, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W,

Job Candwell, 335, Strand.

Prire Twopence, Post-fice Threepence,
“\, HAT SPIRITUALISM TIAS
TAUGHT.” Reprinted from the
Spirstual Magagzine, may be hadat the Spiritual
Lyceum, 14, Newmnn-street, Oxford-strect, W.
‘Thisn pamphlet is one of the most vigorous
of Mr. Howitt’s numerous writings on Spiritual-
imn, [t is in every way suitable for eirculation,
rPHE EDITOR OF THE «“SPIRIT-
UAL TIMES?™ is prepared to accept en-
gagementsto Lecture on Mesmerism or Spiritual-
ism. Address, Spiritunl Lyceum, 14, Newman
Street, Oxford Street, W,
Just Published, Extra Cloth, Prico 8s.,
JCEPTLCISM AND SPIRITUAL-
bJ) ISM: TUE EXPERIENCES OF A
SCEPTIC, - By the Authoress of * AuniLia,”
with Preface by BusIamin CoLeMaN,
London; k. Pitmun, 20, Paternoster-row, B.C.
"\/[1{ SPEAR'S RETURN 10
l 4 LONDON.—Aftor an absence of six
weeks, in Puris, pumsuing bhis  Medinmistic
Inbours, ho has this week returned to London.
His address is 146, ALBANY - STREEET, REGENT '8«
park, N.W., where he intends to resume his
usual labours.

.

JPIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND
) PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-\VritiﬂE«
by J. H. Powell.

Asan individual contribution to the geners!
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable.— William Howitt.

Mr, Powell’s statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as b¢
is evidently a truthfal writer, we cannot 40
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work, * ® ® MNany persons will read M-
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has B0
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.~D'ublic Opinion, March 12th, 1864.

The sum of the matter is, that if one has?
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, 8N
what it actually aims at, he will gain a bettef
and clearer view of it from Mr. Fowell’s volum®
than from any other that has yet been publisheds
not even excepting that of the great aposti®
medium, Mr, lHome himself.—Caledonian Mer-
cury, March 12, 1864,

"This is the fourth book that has recentiy
come to our hands on the same subject, 8¢
whilst it in the smallest, it is yet the most str¥”

ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity .

with which the subject is presented, and the
nature of thefacts or ussumptions with which it}*
crummed from first to last. * * * There®
much, very much to excite thought, whether 10
compel conviction, or not, The enquiry i8 by

no means the contemptible thing that mant

people wish to consider it. It deals with al-
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding ; #n%
if false, still they are ohjects of interest, 8%
they ought to be disposed of.——British Standard
March 18th, 1864,
To be had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., post free.

HYDROPATHY !
Priessnitz House, 11, Paddington Green, w.
and

Grafenberg Villa, New Barnet, Herts.

"R. METCALFE GIVES THE
AY HYDROPATHIC TRLEATM E.l\’r
on the Most Improved D'rinciples, Invalid®
are received into the establishment on moders®
Terms.

See “ Journal of FHealth,” monthly, the sam®
medium for Ifydropathy as the ¢ Lancet”
for Allopathy.

Job Caudwell, 335, Strand.  Price 2d.
—— - e

Just Ready.
YTANGLES AND TALES;
EDWARD CHARLES MOGRIDGE
Price 10s. 6d. May be had at the Lyceum.
e e+ e o e
M MARSHALL. —MEDIUM
L Removed from 10, Upper King-stre®
to 7, Bristol-gardens, Warwick-road, Msid%
hill.  Séances after 2 o'clock, DPrivate SéaP
by appointment.

M, AND MRS, WALLACE
l . beg to announce that they have 'ﬂk:
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxfo?
street, for a series of Friday Evening Séance!
to commence on Good-Friday, April 14th.

ances to commence at half.past 7, p.m.
Admission ls.

-

___________ —_— -_._—-fl
SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS

10. 1.—NICODEMIANS AN?
THOMASIANS, by WiiLian How!Ts
No, 2.—3PIRITUALISM IN HARMO
WITIL SCIENCE, by Dr.J. B. Fanaus®
In Packets of 25, post-free, ls.

»

e
TN W PKALM and 1IYMN TUNES,
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FO
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and 4,
ranged, with voice parts complete, fof v
Organ, Ilarmonium, and Piane, by Ro"’
Coorer,~Price 28, ; cloth, 2n. 64, »w
London: Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, 3
The Harmonien, both in invention af
rangement, are musienl to a very high bt
and, altogether, the work is one which ﬂ*”n"“
strongly recomnmended, and will be sure 40
with approval.— Brignton Quurdian —__»
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