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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting
W not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternal existence,
Causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,
but ths material world. It ia easy to imagine that wo are dealing with the ah-
Solute and enduring, because we nssociate our thoughts with the external and
Apparently laating; but. on reflection, we discover that the ouly absolute and en~

during facts are beyond the tomh.
—

INSANITY.—No. 1.

Wit a sad sight it is to see a human being, once the
Possessor of high intellectual powers, demented—lost to
the common realisations of life-~his mental equilibrium
entirely destroyed. Yet such unfortunates in thousands

! our lunatic asylums. Time and the physician’s art are
employed sometimes with beneficial results, but often with
lo seeming benefit to the patient. The records of lunacy
throughout the world are a standing rebuke to medical
8cience, because it seeks no remedy outsido the long-tried
Systems of treatment which rarely succeed. Hamlet is
82id to have had “method in his madness;’ but it appears
that most of the methods of curing lunacy proceed from
Something akin to madness; at any rate, the psychological
tanges of insanity appear to be overlooked, and consequently
the wrong remedy is often applied. )

The spirit of conservatism holds nowhere more authority
than in the modical schools. * When doetors differ who
shall decide 2’ has become an axiom of logic, but unfor-
tunately the differences of the doctors are circumseribed to
Certain fundamental medical formularies ; if it were not so,
the differences of the doctors might lead to very important
Tesults, The clorgyman is free to preach any doctrine
Which affects no vital principlo of his creed. The lawyer
IS free to deal justly by his client, but if justice demand
the truth, and’it Lappens that the lawyer places more
Teliance on his fee than on truth, the chances are, that
truth will go to the wall and justice will indeed be blinded
2 the dust he is sure to throw into her eyes. The doctor
3 free to leave certnin fundamentalisms alone and talk
about, the spocific gualities of drugs, and so on; but the
Inoment he takes a bold stand in the face of existing for-
Mularies, that moment he becomes a mark for the arrows
Ol persocution. If any one doubts this statement, lot him
%arn how heroically Dr. Elliotson stepped from the ortho-
Ox platform of therapeutics to apply the vital, ever-
foothing remedial agoncy of Mesmerism to cases where
‘\1101)athy had signally failed. IIad Dr. Elliotson cared
es8 for truth than for self, he might, at this hour, have
1eld ¢ne of the highest positions as a purely allopathic
Iractitioner. But fortunately for Mesmerism, he allowed
& truth to triumph which has already wrought miracles on

e lame, the deaf, and the blind.

We do not desire to say harsh things of medical gentle-
Men, but whilst the medical schools keep up a routino of
Culture which precludes the freest exereise of the mind,

re must necessarily be a devotion to that which is con-
Ventional instead of that only which is true. Dr. Elliotson,
Curing his latter years, has, in a very special degree, burne
the brunt of a contlict where the “ powers that be” were
4gainst him. They (the profession) had to dv one of two

things—admit Mesmerism into the hospitals, or exclude
the Mesmerist—they kindly did the latter; then it was
whispered abroad that Dr. Iilliotson wasnot to be considered
in the list of what, in common parlance, is termed ¢ re-
spectablo . practitioners.” Of course, no one thought of
doing other than whispering this; and, of course, the Doctor
was forsaken by mumbors of his former patients, and per-
secuted by foul-mouthed slander. Ie was, in faet, a
member of a profession who had lost caste. We instance
this to illustrate the patent fact that all innovation on
established systems meets with the most thorough and
determinad opposition from those who are interested in
maintaining things as thoy aro; and tho evil of this is,
that human lives are continually endangered by medieal
conventionalists,

We are not unmindful of the danger of the other ex-
treme which, when abused, leads to the most thorough
quackery. But the existence of quackery is no reason for
the continuance of a practice which has proved itself inade-
quate—as that has, for example, in our lunatic asylums. The
causes of disease must be understood, or all treatment, no
matter how ancient its origin, must be simply speculative.
Alany cases of insanity are, doubtless, beyond the physi-
cian’s skill ; some are produced by physical causes; some
aro hereditary; whilst others, and these aro a very large
class, are purely produced by psychological or spiritual
influences, and are easy of cure, providing the producing
causes aro understood.

Most Spiritualists have facts in their experience which
will support the statement, that under psychological or
spiritunl influences persons are made to appear insane.
In the first developments of trance-mediumship, such ap-
parently tnsene movements of the budy, and gestures and
utterances are observed ; that it would be no ditlicult matter
for the relatives of the medinms,so disposed, to obtain certi-
ficates of lunacy, signed by wedical men of high position.
But whero the cause is comprehended by those who surround
the eutranced, there is not the slightest cause for fear ; but,

‘on the contrary, a confidence which rejects the straight-

jacket and the stringent conduct of kespers, and the con-
finement of the asylum.

Grant that & number of cases are incurable, owing to
fracture of the skull or hereditary disease, still the evi-
dences of possession, or vbsession, which are daily witnessed,
prove that a very large number of cases countined in tho
ssylums which cannot possibly be cured under the treat-
ment therein received, may be cured by attention to the
simplest methods possible, if the asylum and all its para-
phernalin of jackets and keepers wero deserted for the
freedom of the domicile. If spirits can possess, or ohsess,
rorsons, and their friends are frightened to the doctor, and
}ua is psychologised by the awful necessity of the humatic
asylum, where Spiritualism forms no theme for the study of
the physician, how is it possible that such cases can be
properly treated? It is a matter of common oxperience
amongst those who study Spiritualism that spirits possess,
or obsess mediums, and it never need cause alarm where
the pers m possessed or obsessed, knows the fact ; but where
posaession, or vbsession, is not understood by the patient,
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Lie believes himself insane, and, in reality, acts insanely.
The moust susceptible beings have the power to prevent
either spirit or mortal influencing them if they only have
the will—that is, if they froe the consequences and exer-
cise resistunce, DBut where the bmin is in a negative,
unvesisting condition, any positive influence, spiritual orv
material, may affeet it. This toaches the necessity of
watchfulness and positiveness of character.  Onco over-
comne the individuality, and you destroy the prerogutive of
manhood.  Under the influence of spirits, the powers of
the mind are nut necossarily overbalunced, but they may
#ither be suspended or exercised by theu.

By ignoring Mesmerisin the orthodox medical schools
have shut out from the hospitals a mightier curative agent
than all their drugs; and by ignoring Spirvitualism, the
mother of Mesmerism, the lunacy physicians shut out that
which contains the only solution to the problem of the
majority of cases which have defied ell their learning,
straight-juckets, und confinement, in the bargain,

“(an medicine minister to o mind diseascd ?” if not,
can straight-juckets and oftentimes great cruelty, dispossess
a person of a spirit or its influenco? Neither cruelty
nor kinduess cau do so; but knowledge alone—that is
what is requisite hoth to the physicinn and tho pitient.
When will the subject of insavity, in its psychological
aspects, recoive the scientific attention it demands?  When
it does, 1he student will no longer ignore either Mesmerism
or Spiritualism, but will be willing, nay, desirous of ascer-
taining where the cure lies, and how it can be applied.

We know gentlemen who have been for years confined in
lunatic asyluius whose individual wrongs cry to Heaven
and humanity for redress to those who are still groaning
fur release and find it not, because the authorities over
them are grossly ignorant of the true mode of cure; and,
what is worse, wanifest a determined opposition to all
knowledge which is expanded beyond the wulls of their
asylums.

MR. EVANS LEWIS AND MR. BULLOCK.

We notice Mr. Lewis’s Jotter to us to say that, on reading
it and reforring to the reports of the controversy betwixt
him and Mr. Bullock in the Preston Cuardian, we are
yuite clenr that we have neither misunderstood either of
the disputants, nor done Mr. Lewis any injustice. Mr.
Lewis committed himself in his lecture at Blackburn ina
munnor that he would bo very glad now to get out of, but
the thing isnot to be done. Mr. Lewis, in his letter to us,
takes care not to give his words as reported from his leeture,
but selects just sufficient of them to mnke a plausible cuso
to those who do not know all that has passed in this eon-
troversy. In his lecture he distinctly referred to several
theories of creation as explaining the Book of Genosis, and
reconciling science and the Bible. From all those he says
he differs, and then adds, * Now I will give you n theory
of my own, which explains everything.” This theory is
the theory of the Book of Genesis, or, ut lenst, the chapters
relative to the creation, being a vision. Now, Mr. Bullock
has shown that this theory of u vision was promulgated by
Coleridge and exemplified by Hugh Miller, muking it s
direct plagiarism by Mr. Lowis, A very awkward oxposure.
Mr. Bullock has, in a lotter writton since our last notice,
given the facts most completely, and shown that Mr. Lewis,
while charging others with being inaccurate thinkers, starts
oif in one sentence with saying that he “slightly disagreos”
with Dr, Pyo Smith’s theory, and ended the sentence by
saying that he * disagrees with it altogoether.” Mr. Lowis
taukes earo to omit, in his quotation in our last, this latter
assertion of “ditlering altogether.” In fact, it wus too
tender a subject to be atated fully. ITad My, Lewis dome
89, ho would have had nething whatever to say. Tho truth
is, that knowing nothing whatevoer of the vast mass of
ovidouce now accumulated on the subject of Spiritualism,
he hus rashly rushed before the public as its antagonist,
and fias mot, as he was sure to do, with a -fall,  Mr, Bul-
lock, in his very able defenco of the question, has not left
him a single rag of reason, or oven of plansibility, and tho
tone in which Mr. Lowis addressos us shows that he is now
“a sadder and o wiser man’’ than he wos when ho entered
ou this most unequul contest. If he will dismiss hLis pre-

coneceived notions, and examine tho question witlh a cyol
tand unprejudiced mind, he will find that, in a1l his attacks
ton Spiritualism he has beon attacking tho Bible, the
fprophiets, and the wpostles, and the faith of every Christian
{Chareh, which holds all that ¥pivitualism holds, namely, that
spirite, whaether under the name of angels or ministering
spirits, over have hoen the netive and often visible agents
betwixt God and man.  No time has been without this
ministry, and i the gospel bo true, nover can el Aw to
cutl the absurdities that Myo Lewis and other rash and
unveflectivo sciolists seo in spiritial maniiestations, they
tave precisely the same that the indidels in all ages have
seen i those rocordod in the Seriptures; and they must
tstund or fall together. Nothing in Spirhualism can be 8
tenth part so absurd, seandalous, or even blasphemons in
appearance, as the Non of God lying in o manzer at Beth-
lehem, as the Creator of all things Christ is declared to bey
acting as a joiner’s apprentice for years, was to the Jews.
A prophet lying in o town streol playmg with an olld iron
pot and o parcel of puns, und saying that e was * making
a siege,” or marrving & woman of the town to show God's
will to his nation. with a hundred other such things, are
infinitely more repulsive to our ideas of the wisdom and
dignity of the Amighty's manilestations to man than uny-
thing possibly cun be in Spiritualism. The bideous super-
stition which Christianity appearcd to Taeitus and Pliny
should teach such mon as Mr. Lowis to pause a little before
casting out such charges of folly and fanaticism on Spirit-
ualists, To such men listory is written in vain. We
trust, liowaver, that Mr. Lewis has now seen a little of his
folly, and that he will in future roflect that, ¢ He that
answereth o matter before ho heareth it, it is a folly and a
shame to him.”

.

EXTRAORDINARY PHVYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS IN
NOTTINGHAM,

To the Bditor of the Spiritual Times.

Dear Sir,—I am one of those who sympathise with the Daven-
port Brothers in the adinm and reproach they are incurring by
their efforts to spread the truths of Spirituali~m, and therefore
deem it my duty to pablish the following particulars of an ex-
traordinary séance held on the night of Monday, the 3rd instant.
[ take it to he the bounden duty of all individuals, who witness
similar manifestations to those which distinguish the séances o
the Duvenport Brothers, to make the matter publicly known,
and add weight to such publication by appending their names
and nddresses.  Ifthis were done the public would be influenced,
and induced to suspend their judgment respocting the persecutec
Brothers until they had investigated Spiritualism, or personally
witnessed the phenomena associated with it.

FPor some time communications liave been received at my
house, on suceessive Sunday evenings, through a trance medium,
and amongst other subjects, physical nianifestations hiave been
treated of.  On one veension the spirit of Levi Rofting, who re-
presents himself ns inhaviting the second sphere, proffered to
show us some physical manifestations, assisted by five or six
other spirits. A dark circle was therefore formed on Thursday,
the 3J0th March, when a heavy Loo tuble was twice lifted frem
the floor as high as the gus pendant ; several of the party wers
touched by spirit hands, aml many loud raps were given, On
that oceasion a conversation arose respecting the Davenport
Brothers, and the spirits were interrogated as to whether any
person present could be bound or unbound by spirit ugency. Ap
aflirmative reply was given through the table, with an intimation
that the subject to be operated upon must be the medium through
whom former communications had been received. 1le was ac-
cordingly entranced, and the spirit of Levi Rofling said we
might bind him in any way we chose, and he should be released,
the conditions being that he shoald be left aloue in the voum, in
darkness, for a quarter of an hour.  The medium was therefore
bound to the chair by two gentlemen, and after being left the
stipuluted time, was found unbound and in s profound trauce.
the ropes lyingleoiled up at s short distauce from him. Instrue-
tions were then given, through o writing medium, that the trance
medium should be lett alone for a tew minutes, when he shoul
ho found awake, which was necordingly done.  Up to that time
lie had been perfeetly unconscious of what had taken place.

On the suceeeding Sunday cvening, several questions were
put and answered vespecting the Davenport Brothers and phy-
sical manifestations in general, in the course of which it was re-
marked that the manifestations weve produced by the aid of low
apivits ; and we were told that though we might ocensionally
oxperiment with low spirits, we were not to associnte with then
more frequently than with the higher eclasses, or the “ nesrest




TSaturday, April 29, 1863.

would become the dearest.”” 'The spirit of Levi Roffing informed
us that, at a dark circle we intended forming ou the following
evening, we might tie the medium in any way we liked—seal the
kr}ots of the ropes—-tie him to the furniture— handcuff’ him, or fasten
kim in any other way, and he should be set at liberty.

On Monday night, a number of gentlemen —principally dis-
believers in Spiritualism—were invited to our seance, and were
very much astonished by what they witnessed. At the com-
mencement, it was ascertained through the *indicator” that the
8pirit of Levi Rofing was present, in company with five other
8pirits, and we were directed to make preparations for physical
Manifestatious. The medium was hound to a woaden chair by
four of the disbelievers, and I can assure vou he was fastened in
4 very secure mauner,

eing placed over the back of the chair, and tied below the seat,
one on each side. His legs were secured to the legs of the
¢hair, and a separate vope was passed over the body, which was
bound to the chair back. The binding having been completed,
the lights were extinguished, the door locked- the key being
taken possession of by one of the scepties.  In a short time raps
Were given as a signal for re entering the room. The medium
was then discovered.in a state of unconsciousuess, perfectly free

Srom the ropes, though they were still attached to the legs of the
The medium slowly awoke, and one gentleman being

chuir,
Unronvineed of the employment of spiritual ageney. the spirits

:"Bl'e requested to assist in further manifestations. and consented
ndo s0.

vor, was tirst bonnd with a piece of ordinary roping, from ten
to fifteen vards in lenvth, 1lis hands were then tied behind him
with the pack-thread—so tightly that the marks were visible
Upon his wrists the next day—the knots in the ropes, and dif-
erent crossings, were rendered additionnlly secure by wrappings
of pack-thread. The ends of the rope were carried some dis-
tance from the medium, and attached to the legs of the furnitnre
“fthe room.  Every one being fully satisfied with the binding,
the medium was left alone, in darkness, for about ten minutes,
and was then again found perfectly free.  The spirits wefe fur-
ther consulted, and agreed to re-bind the medinm, which was the
Wwost astounding part of the proceedings.  IHe was left sitting on

a chair, in darkuess, and on the signal being given, the compauy ;
Teentered the room aud fouwd him partially bound, Wis hands!

and wews bein s at liberty.
s hands with a piece of pack thread, the ends being carvied
founmd his body nad tied to a piece of frrniture some distance
*our hing,  He was again leftalone, aud now comes the striungest
Mt of all: when the room was re-entered. he was found lying
o his back at full length on the floor, firmly bound from head
to fuot, the thremd by which hishands had, a few minutes before,
een Lound, wax entirely removed. A wapkin, which was iden-
tified as having been taken from a drawer in the room, entirelv

Enveloped his head, and his bands, whizh were erossed and re- .

wund together at the wrists. were thrust underneath the chin,
Wd there tightly secured, along with the napkin, by meanv of
the ek toread, whieh encircled the throat.  The sight was
"\l:\rming—-:md one or two of the gentlemen present were so nuch
tetritied that, had they not been restrained, they would tmuwe-
diately liwve cut the ropes, 1 wished to remove the napkin. but

Wiu forbidden by the spirita either to touch that or the bindings,

irections being given for the medium to be again left, with a
Promise that he should be set free. In about two minutes he
Was heard calling for assistance, and was found lying upon the

var in an exhausted condition, the upper part ot his body being

Fee. but the legs still hound.

Ness veturned the napkin was over hia face, though the cord had !

‘8en removed from hix neck. and his hands and arms were free.

Yuring the séance the fiveirons were thrown down with great

luree ; a bell was rung and removed from the gas pendaut, where
W hiad previously been huug; and other loud noises were heard.

Oune fact, weﬁ worthy of special notice, in that the spirits,
d“ring this séance, gave all their inatructions through a writing
Medinm, who sat in another room, &8 *“in ten minutes you will
find the medium bonnd—or in twenty minutes the bell will be
Tang.—or you may enter the room when you hear two lond raps,”
‘". of which were done to the minute. 1 know no greater test of
BDirit cornmunion than this, and that the wonderful manifesta-

ons were performed by spirit-power.

1 shall make no further comments n the manifestations, but
content myself with simply adding that all the persons present,
With one or two exceptions, were fully convinced that they were
attributable to supernatural agency. For your private aatisfac-

tion, T herewith forward the names and addresses of the wit- |

Bessen, some of whom for ohvious reasons, would object to their

Publication. Yours fuithtully,

4, Park Terrace, Nottingham. HHeNry Sairy.
——
paa . e

SPIRITUAL PREDICTION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S
DEATH.
Wx notice » prediction of President Lincoln’s death was aymbolised by
wo drops of hlood appearing on s drawing, an account of which appeared
8 the Spiruual Tines tor January 14, waken fiows the Bunner of Light.
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His arms especially were firmly bouud, !

' One person present had provided himz=elf with a quan-:
tity of pack-thread, and the medium having been laid flat upon the’

Oue of tha company firmly hound:

He stated that when conscions- .
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, REMARKABLE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES OF
A CLERGYMAN.

)

! Towarps the elose of the year 1864, we visited Yorkshire,
| being engaged to deliver some lectures on Psychology aud
! Spiritualism in that county. The Reov. K., whose remark-
“_ able spiritual experiences are here transcribed, atour request
‘placed his notes in our hands,’ desiring us to use them in
the manner we might think best. Wowere his guest for seve-
ral days, aud can vouch for the fact that he and his family
possessgreatmediumisticpowers. Wehadopportunitiesof wit-
nessing many interesting phenomena, but none so extraor-
dinary as he himsell describes to have taken place. Our
purpose here is not to detail what may be designated minor
experiences in comparison with those he experienced before
we knew him.

He is a generous-minded, earnest clergvman of the
i Established Chureh, in possession of a much smaller
rincoms than the wants of his largo {family demand. Ife
has euffered from the persecution of wmen of hLis own
cloth simply through his devotion to Spiritualism. Tt is
because he has been severcly bitten by the poison-fangs of
bigotry that we think it best to withholl his name.

We should have omitted the introductory portion of the
- Rev. X.’s notes, because in the Spiriteal Tives the questions
they deal with have often lefore been discussed, but
coming, a8 they do, from a gentleman in the Rev. K.’s
position, it seems tous bost to follow his notes as closely as we
can, deeming it possible, at least, that members of the Kstab-
lished Church may listen to the utteraunces of one of them-
selves.

INTRODUCTION.

THAT this is an age of inventions no one will deny: that it is an
age of inquiry will also be allowed ; and that it is an age of dis-
j eovery, men of all ranks in the social seals will readily admit ;
"but of all the discoveries that we have yet made. nothing comes
up to that of Spiritualism, that wonderful seience of all sciences,
which, in the twinkling of an eye, when properly looked into,
dispels the mists of ages, casts superstition, ignorance, and
bigotry to the winds, comforts the mourning heart, gives joy and
gladness to the wounded soul, briglitens the affuctions, clears the
understanding, displays to our wandering gaze the realities of
) the life that now is, and of that which i3 to come-——expands the
roul, illumines the path of life, and shines upon the portais of the
invisible world ; having one foot iu time and the other in
eternity, uniting the inhabitants of either world together, and
.as the electric telegraph wires shorten the distance of one por-
tion of the earth’s surfuce with another, so does Spiritnalism
Lring together the spirvits in the form with the spirits disem-
bodied. This wonderful science is now fast gaining ground in
this country among the thinking portion of the popnlation, as it
has in America and among the Coutineutal nations,  And what
.a blessing to hwmanity is it in such materialistic times as the
present that the beliet * that the spirits of departed men and
womnien have an existence in another sphere, mu] under certain
_conditions that they can and do manifest themselves and com-
munieate with spirits in the flesh,” is gaining ground both here
tand elsewhete ; thevefore its factsshould be looked into —its teach
inygs examined —its tendencies inguired inta--and its truths made
Cknowu.

As may be expected,there are many to be fonnd, who, throngh
ignorance ot the subject, condemn it entirely.  Some of these
lo%)jectors put it down as an imposture, and eall in question the
vetncity of its upholders, asserting thatitis all a sham from
begning to end, and get rid of it at once by the single word
“ Humbug." Others aguin, seeing that there i3 something in it,
aseribe its manifestations to various causes—mesmerism, elee-
Ltricity, and such like, although they are as ignorant of these
powers as they are of the other. Others again, having given it
a trial see in it the realityof spirit-power, and at once come to the
conclusion that it is Sutanic agency, that the actors in it are
seducing spirits, deceiving the very elect, that those who look
into such subjects are guilty of the sin of witcheraft, or having
dealings with familiar spirits, a thing reprehensible in itself, and
10 be abhorred by all good wmen.

Thus, in my opinion, the tiine has come, before it spreads any
‘farther, for the clergy, as the recognised teachers of the people,
ito give it their must serious attention. nud to search and try for
{ themselves, and for the eternal interests of those with whom
Ithey have to do. whether the spirits of our loved ones do exist in
| another sphere, and whether they can and do manifest them-
i selves and communicate with spirits in the flesh, and, if, on having
i thoroughly investigated the facts which may be brought before

them in the course of their examination, they find that Spiritual-
ism is a reality uud a Llessed truth embracing all truth, then it
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behoves them, for the good of their human brotherhood, after
diligently comparing one part with another, to put forward the
truth in a prominent manner, that all may be benefited by their
investigations, aud that true religion may prevail for the well-
being of mankind while here, and for their supreme happiness
throughout the boundless ages of the hereafter. But if after
such investigations they find that these so-called facts did not
Lear the light, then they should jrise as oue man, and by show-
ing their falsity and deception, expose the promulgators of such
heartless and diabolieal inventions, and thus eradicate the evil
before it has time to make any serious havoe in the Church ot
God, over which they huve been appointed pastors.

Certainly, no other body of men ns o class could be better
chosen for such a work, Where will you find a more learned
society of men than the clergy of the present day, whether in
scientific researches or in classic lore, in antiquarian myths or
geologic epuchs ; in fact, take them as a whole, you will not find
aunother tweuty thousand such men in the kingdom ; and then,
as their duty is to teach the truth, and as they are set apart for
that purpose, where will you find another such body of men who
can devote their time and talents to sueh a purpose | Who, then,
more fit for such a work 1}

But it may bs sail, ashas been said, that such works ave only
of the devil, and that clergymen, above all others, are called
upon to set an example to the people, and on uo account to hokd
any communion with his satanic majesty. This may all be
very well so far as it goes, but are not clergymen, ns well as lay-
men, soldiers of the Cross, and have they not perceived that
mystic sign, in token that they would fight manfully. both offen-
sive and defensive, against sin, the world, and the devil,  And
why should they not scek out their master's enemy wheresoever
he is to be found, and if they are not able to slay hin, at least to
make him flee, so that he might find no place for the sole of his
foot, and miay deceive the people no longer. But the clergy
themselves mwight say, if we were to do as you are telling us, we
should soon have our bishops and archdeacons down upon us,
and very likely receive no mercy at their hands, they being in
ignorance of the fucts and  phases of Spiritualism, and of
course would not countenance any thing of a questionable shape,
Buat 1 appeal to both bishops and arehdeacons, and all the rest
of the clergy in the church, and ask, are we not living ina free
lawd, ina free age, in n Protestaut country, in a time, too, when
tree-thiuking is the order of the day ¢ nnd if wo wish to retain
even the small hold we have over the minds of our flocks,
i it not sur duty, one and all, to put dewn ervor in every shape,
though it be as near and dear to us as a vight eye, or o right
arm, and to uphold the truth inall its beavings, the truth which
alone can muake us free, thongh it should be at the risk of losing
our best fidends, our reputation, our good name, our pesition
aind our property 1—

Though friends, and fame,and praperty may fail,
Groutis the truth, at last it must prevail,

For the elucidation of the truth we eannot be too cirenmspect,
as the progress of the age is such, that the poorest man in
the land, through cheap books, cheap newspapers and periodicals,
can uow think and renson for himself. and consequently for a
bishop or other dignitary of the Church to attempt to put
down, or tarn into ridicule anything that may be ditferent
from the teachings alrendy put forth by him, by werely
woh-pouking it, wonll be indeed o wvain thing,  Men
lregiu Bow to call in question  even the truths which
they sucked in with their mothers milk, and for which
theiv  fathers before them would willingly have yielded
their lives at the stake rather than renounce them. How
caceful then should we be in our manner of upholding
what we consider truth, or in putting down what we may deem
error, or evil inits tendencies. No longer is the ipse dixit of
any man considered sutlicient either to establish a truth or to
denounee an ervor.  No, wen now require a reason for every-
thing before they blindly nssent to its truth, and therefore we
wee the necessity of weighing well everything that can be sail
for and agniust either this or that truth in general, or 8piritual-
iwm in particular,

) that the clergy, as a body, bishops, priests, and deacons, on
whose teaching the faith of millions, and their hinppiness he:e-
after, it may be, hang, would rire up at once and neavch, inquire
into, uud closely investignte the natnre of Spicitualism, its
origin, it« claima, its teachings, nnd their ultimate tendencios ;
and if Rpirituntiom be of the devil send it to its proper placs,
ami 8o relesse from the thraldom of error and superstition the
many wouls who are already cavried away with its seeming
realties ; but if it be of God, why not ut once, after drawing
out ity great truths, announce the fact, and so entablish a systew
of trne veligion in the world which will unite men of every
country, kindred, and tougne, every denomination, wsect, and
party, and wo bring about' that glorious willeniom which
Christians of every denomination expect, when Gad's kingdom
shall bave sone upon carth, and $e alone shall veign i the
hearts of His people, and when His will shall be done upon
earthy, ¢ven s it 1s done by His angels iu heaven, and when

the whole earth shall be filled with ITis glory, even as the
waters cover the great deep.

With these few observations, and by way of introduction to
the mysteries of Spiritualism, for the benefit of my reverend
brethren, 1 will state here the very simple and innocent manner
by which they may attain to all the knowledye of the spheres so
far ay their capabilities will allow them, and with that [ will
close my introductory chapter,

Let any half dozen or more of my brethren, with an equal
number, or nearly so, of their fomale friends, meet together with
a determined purpose of investigating this interesting subject,
and a sincere desire of seeking after the truth, ;und without
any lightness or trifling in their Liearts, let them sit down to 2
common table of two or three feet diameter, the top vesting on
n pedestal with three claws or fect ; let them place their hands
on the surtace of the table, keeping their minds as passive as
they can, letting no person come in or go out of the room during
the séance, and in a shovt time,say tive minutes to half an
hour, the table may begin to move, perhaps to sway backwards
and forwards, or to move in n circular divection ; or instead of
the table moving there may be knocks given. As soon as the
table begins to move, let one person ask questions (generally the
table will give forth knocks, three kuoeks for Yes, and one
knock for No ; or tho fuot of the table may rup thrice on the
ground for Yes, and once for No), and then let the speaker go
over the letters of the alphabet as follows,—A, B, G, D, B. The
knocks will be given thrice when it comes to the letter. Sup-
pose it he J, write down ¥ upon a slate or paper, and then
again connmence at A, and go on as hefore.  When you come to
the next letter other three knocks will be given, and when the
answer is fully given there will bs no more motion in the table
until another question is asked, and then an answer will be given
in like mauner, and so you may hold a conversation for hours.
This movement of the tablo and questions and answers given
thus, is considered by the Spiritualists and spirits as merely the
A, B, C of the science,

That answers may be given to questions asked, in this
manndr, L myself can vouch; and [ feel confident that
il any number of civeles were formed in the mauner stated,
that each and every such cirele would receive such state-
ments s would lead them to believe in the truth of Spirit-
unlism, Inanimate madter conld not of itself ask or anawer
questions 5 it will soon be very evident to those who try.
that theve s« dntelligence behind not perceptible to wortal
vision in its normal state, just in tho same way as the working
of thy clectric telegraph,  Wo all know that messages are sent
by it in listle or no time al over the kingdom, bug no person
would be foolish enough to say that auswers to questions or
statements of importance wera given hy the wires alone, No,
the wires are but the medivm through shich the statement
cowes, and there musthe un intelligence ut the end of the wire to give
the messoge sent.  So it ix with the table, aud when we ask whe
is the intelligeucs, we get for answer the name of some (lepax'ted
movtal, it may e o loved one, or an atter stranger —but, see for
yorrselves, and then you shall know us well as uny Spivitualist.

Muntuss anp Mreptumsie,
Tuk philosophy of Spiritualism is gradually unfolding itself day
by day, snd s it becomes more fully developed, we see more
clenrly thut it is tho scionce of all sciences—that, in fact,
all science, philosophy, and religion is built upon its structure,
Gon, s Mianry Gop Himself,

God is & Spivib—mankind are Tis offspring. * No man hath
seen God at any time.”  Man is made in the image of God ; the
essontial eloments of man's being aro derived from God. Man i3
u a‘;mt s and as matter attracts matter, 8o spiriv attracts gpirit ;
and w8 man lives in unison with the spirit-world, having an
aflinity for good or evil, so good or evil spirits are attracted to-
wards him, and according to the development of his nature, he
becomes the more suitablo for mediumship for the spirit-world.

Thus all human beings are mediums, mors or loss, and can a
be wsed as sucl, if the conditions are satisfactory ; yet that somne
are move easily intluonead than otners, by renson of their organic
structure being more highly developed, and can be used at once
by the spirits to whose control such mediums are highly suscep-
tible, is a vecogninad fact, aud these individuals we “eall, par
excellence, Mupiums,

Oftentimes n fow frionds may meet together for the express
purpose of holding w séunce, and they may sit for an hour with-
out having any kind of manifestation ; another friend drops ity
Joins tho cirele, and immediately the manifestations begin, Now,
such particular friend may bo ik Menios for such manifests”
tions,

A fiest-rate organist may be fu s room ; a number of friends
e prewent ; they wish him to give them a piece of musie, 33
thoy know him to be a good performer ; he has no instrament s
he caunot play on the tuble or chair; he may try, but there 38
no musie 5 condemn him vot becanso he eannot play ; he wants
lis fusteument 5 ha s put to the msteunent, presently he begins i
the heavonly strains pour forth—he hax got his instrament—3
i8 his mediwn. Aud w0 it is with the spirits they nreanxious W
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communicate with their beloved ones in the form ; they want a |

medium—they have got one—the conditions are satisfactory, and

they make themselves known by various and unmistakeable

Proofs, and pour joy and comfort into the souls of those loved

ones they have left behind.

Or MEDIUMS there are different kinds known—soma thirty or
orty, perhaps—among which may be named Knocking Mediums,
apping Mediums, Writing Mediums, Speaking Mediums, Musical

lediums, Drawing Mediums, Trance Mediums, Healing Medinms, ;

Clairvoyante Mediums, and many others which might be men-
1oned.

A knocking or rapping medium sits at a table with a few friends,
and in a short time messages and communications are given
t‘hl‘ough the alphabet, by means of knocks or raps, as it may be.
Sometimes the knocks are given on the walls, sometimes on the

ack of a chair, or wherever the party may desire them to be
Lven,

Some mediums can be used by the spirits in all these different
Ways, A Writing Medium sits down, and is sometimes uncon-
8clous of what he writes, until it is all over ; at other times he is
onscious just as he writes the word, I, myself, while writing
my sermons one day, got into a fit of abstraction, and, with my
Pen in my hand, sat that way for some minutes, when my hand
¥as moved off the paper in front of me, and put on another
Plece of paper beside me, and 1 found my hand moving, and the
Pen forming letters on the paper: and curiously 1 watched the
formation of each letter, wondering all the time what was
toming next ; and there a name was written out in full of a rery
ear relation, of whom I had not trought for a long time; :md/,
What was most curious in this writing, it was an exact counter-
g"‘l’t of the signature of the individual who had left this for the

Ummer Land, upwards of fourteen years previously.

I have seen a young woman, under the influence and control
O spirit who said he lost his life at Cawnpore, during the time
Otthe mutiny, write “a statement of his life, and how he has

een engaged since he went to the Invisible World,” at such a
Tite that [ knew she never could do, were she in her normal
stat‘e, with all her senses in activity,

The spirits have toll me that all that is necessary for me to

come a Writing Medium is to sit down at a table early in the
Morning, with paper before me, and pen or peneil in hand, and
81t passive for Lulf an hour, thinking of nothing, and if I am
ot iufluenced the first day to write, I sliall be sooner or later
31d perhaps to diaw nlso, This I have told to others, who have

Yed it aud proved it correct.
4 Speaking Mediums are called so because spirits apeak through
“iem—that is, they use their organs of speech, sometimes speak-
Mg in 4 Jangunage totally unknown to the medium, and sometimes
U our own tongue; sometimes clothing the thoughts of the
Spirit with the words of their own dialect or provineialism, and
other times expressing themselvesin the exaet characteristies
“Uthe controlling spirit; poetic effusions given in the exaet

V1o of the poet whose nawme is given ; orations iu prose afier the
3yle of the spirit purporting to give them—all this I have seen
3d heard, and can. therefore voucb for its truth. o
Med{uwmc Mupres are used in the same way as Writing
M iums, and are oftentimes used both as Drawing and Writing

ediums. I have seen men draw, who never knew how to draw—

Ot even the firat prineiples of the art—some of the most beauti-
owers, with foliage the most graceful, and petals the most
rfeCt; ferns of all iinds. for the most of which it would be
0?}:(1 to find a name. Sometimes the medium is conscious: at
Mee{' times perf_'eetly unconscions, I have seen the Drawing
ey tun draw with a pencil in both hands at one time, and Lbe-
® had he had also one in his mouth he could have used that too,
ney Ave jn my possession a drawing executed by a medium, but
th er finished (the medinm being called away to another part of
o

n‘; country), drawn on twenty-six sheets of foolseap, called for,

for after another, and put together with a little gum, and

Ming a most beautifully executed bouquet.
in. \me 'dmwings are executgd by the spirit, through the Dm}v-
tlf Medium, without the assistance of mortal hands, and that in
fing ‘short space of a few seconds, coloured aud exquisitely
™ shed ; the paper, two saucers of water-colours, hrushes., a
ud' le of coloured erayons, a glass of water, and some drawing
ﬂo'écils lmvin'g .l»eeu previously plnced under the table, on the
mnr:".“ Sac-simile of which drawings may be had of Mr. . Pit-
am 20, Paternoster row, the publisher (:f the Spiritual Magazine,
fut Ohthly periodieal in the interests of Spiritualism, particularly
i cTesting and well got up, and should be read by every think-
€ Man in the kingdom.
ei‘\'h"mwe Mediums “are thoso who, while sitting at the circle,
Visigr at the table'or otherwise, become entranced, and Beo
s 18 which sometimes, while in the trance state, they describe,
ioather the spirit deseribes through them, they being uncon-
£ U8, as when they come out of that state the)" know nothing
"ﬂlerms has occurred, uutil informed by some of the eircle. At
ine times while in the normal state —or, mere properly speak-
&, while conscions, they ree visions of spirits and traususctions
eh they wleseribe ns they go ulong. These Trance Mediums

see the spirits, hear them talk, and, for the time, feel as much at
home with them as if they themselves were disembodied also.
Hundreds of such visions have transpired in my own presence.

Heuling Mediums arve those who, by the simple laying on of
hands, cure the sick, cansing the deaf to hear, the dumb to
speak, the blind to see, the lame to walk, and diseases of many
years’ standing to melt away as ice under the touch of the
red-hot iron, under the magic touch of their tingers,

There is one IHealing Medium through whose hands it is said
not less than 20,000 patients, on an average, have passed an-
nually for some years.

(70 be continued in our nert.)

SOME OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL CAUSES OF
PRETERNATURAL PHENOMENA.
A LECTURE
Delivered at the Spiritual Lyceum on Sunday evening, April, 16th, 1843,
By, J. ercevar, Esq.

CERTAIN

Waex my friend, Mr. Powell, promised you a good lecture from me, I
fear he promised you more than I may he able to give you, because from
my habits of thought I often find it difficult to express myself as con-
secutively as 1 could wish. I will, Lhowever, endeavour to the best of my
ability to discharge the undertaking. And I may add, that I do not
consider in so doing, I am conferring an obligation on Mr. Powell; on
the contrary, I consider both Mr, Cooper and Mr. Powell, in establishing
this Lyceum have conferred great obligations on myself—because, for
many years, having been subjected to certain preternatural influences, [
have desired to communicate the facts to my fellow men,  DBut my time
has been greatly occupied in efforts to reform the lunaey laws of this
country, and also at one period in trying to alleviate the cruelty of the
poor laws which were introduced in 1834, and these occupations have
prevented me very much from coming forward on this question.

I will pretace my remarks by stating that I have Deen impressed
variously by spirit-influences for the last thirty-five years in & wonderful
manner, I have been guided by them at times, at others puzzled and
leftin doubt, yet I believe always that there ways a kind purpose manifest
therein,

1 wish, while T address you that you understand that T address you as
a man who believes that he 13 a part and parcel of the Creator, whois
the Father of all spirits, and that [ am controlled by Him. [ wish not
to inspire you with the idean that I consider myself more religious than
my neighbours, Nay, I wish from my heart that I could say to you
that 1 wm as religious as most of yau are, but my experiences have been
such as to make me sceptical, and { doubt not, have led me into error
often,

The remarkable apiritual phenomena which are not only known in this
metropolia, but in France, Germany, and America, I wish you to con-
sider as nothing so extraordinary in principle as to be incredible
We all know that we live and exist—how we exist we know not ; but,
as we exist, we know that there is o first cause from which we bave alil
proceeded. That first cause, thoss who acknowledgo it, recognise
under the name of God or the Deity. Now metaphysics, or the reason-
ing of the mind, tell you that the Deity must be infinite, for i there are
two infinite beings where is the place for the secoud? 1 one being tills
infinity there is no room for a second. In the same way, arguing from
that point, there can be but one eternal and everlasting being, because if
there are two eternal and everlasting beings, there being one infinite
being, the second must also il a portion of space and destroy the infinity
of the other. That being the cnse, the Deity from which we spring is
infinite, eternal, and one God. ‘This we know is acknowledged by our
Scriptures. We know also that it is acknowledged by the Mahom-
medan and the Mussulmaun, who say, * Allah is one God, and there is
no God but him ’

The question then comes, How is it that weexist? Now, inone of the
old psalms of our church, and many preachers still follow the singing
of it, we are told to praise the Almighty,—

“ By whose creative word,
We all from nothing came.”

Now, one of the first principles of reason is that nothing can come from
nothing ; and itis evident therefore that the iden conveyed in that psalm
must be an absurdity, And if you doubt my word that such a principle
is an absurdity, [ beg you to listen to St. Paul's words, in whom most, it
not all, of you believe. In one ot his addresses either to the Corinthians
or Romans—I forget which—he says, ** We womship one Guod, out of
whom, by means of whom, and for whom the universe is made.”  Dut it
will be surprising to many of you to know that that very doctiine is sup-
ported by the writings and teachings of Orpheus and other great writers
of the heathen religion, who lived long betore St. Paul, and in ages pro-
bably before the heathen religion was contamiuated by the impurities
which afterwards disgraced it.  In the Latin schoul—you may call it the
Latin philovophy—1 tind the words, ** Jupiter (who was theiwr God), Jah,
the father.  Jupiter est quodcungue vides quocunytie moveriin.
o~ Jupiter is whatever yousee und wherever you go.” And again, Orpheas
says, * Jupiter was the tirst und he was the lust, the swift hurler of the
thunderbolt 3 Orpheus recognises him therefore as the in\'mi.hlc electne
power that hurls the thunderbost and governs the sir, Jupiter wus the
head, Jupiter was the muddle ofall things; and out ot Jupiter* all things
were made.” Why that is the very phrase St. Paul makesuse of, “ out
of whom® —* by means of whom, and unto whom all things exist.”?

Now if this is the case [ wish you to realise tnat God 1sn you and you
ave in him,  Gglisin me, L am m Him. = In Him we live and move
and have our bemg.” 1t this be so, i3 it o causs for surprise that the
Alunghty Bseng should siitl be able 1o canse the raising uf & tab'e, or
produce any othet penomenon neo chooses 2 Nor is it unreasonable to
carry tupward thus idea ot God's annupresence, to asgprithat it God is in
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all things, lle must be in these walls, this chair, and every other thing
around us, and further, that te i3 not only our great Master, not only our
great Lord, whom we fear; not only ix He our Father, our Brother, but
we find THim in every relation of life, and {ie is our great Servant,

T'his is one of the ideas | wixh to impress upon your mind this even-
ing. WReeognise the Almighty not only as your Lurd, but as your great
Servant, and be grateful to Ilim  Recognise Him also in your servants,
the animale, and the ereatures aroumd vou -recegnise THm as werving
you e them, and trying to impress thoso good principles in your minds
and hearts 5 be reluctant to deal harshly, tvrannically, improperly, to-
wird your servants, and he also reluctant to treat any suimal with
ernelty, or with a severity which is not necessary,

But still we must not carry ideas to extremes. It appears to me that
the beathen nations, whom Christinus despize, have very much more
hooured the Deity than many Christians have, by recognising tho truths
of which I am speuhing ; bat in consequence of carrying them to ox-
tremies, amd without consideration of the light which reason gives in other
respects, vou find they have been led to the most guilty extravagance as
regards morality, and the most goilty cruelty as regards the punishment
of L tellow-creatures, and also the most absurd zeal in worshipping
animals and preserving the lives of creatures.  We are to respect the ser-
vauts, the creatures, the animals, according to the light the Lord gives us,
in their proper places,

Now, the Almighty has evidently designed—for we sce it throughout
the terrestrial creation, and geology tells us the same truth —that from
aye to age nature shall be compelled to prey upon imelf. There can be
no doubt, therefore, that it is his design that men and animals should
prey upon animals lower than themseives, We are not to say we
are not to kill animals for our sustenunce ; hut when we do kill them,
let it be done with the greatest humanity possible, recognising the awful
trust which God has given to us: and when we have slain these animaly,
let us not abuse the food which God, through them, has provided uy
with, by running into excesses nnd extravagances, which would prove us
to be ungrateful for the mercies he has so accorded to us. I want to
bring this home to your minds, it the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of God
will enable me to do it because it is one thing to hear with the ear, and
anather to receive it in the heart, By hringing these simple facts howeto
your mind, you who helievein Spiritualism will no longer feel as astonished
83 you have been at the phenomeua now exhibited ; and you who doubt
Spuritualism will gee there is some reason to think that these thingy are,
sfter all, not wo incredible as they appear to he.

It is certainly the case thar piritual phenomena have been nsnally in-
termittent—they have occurred at different times and difterent scasons ;
but they have usually taken place for svme great purpose, and
have generally lusted (if you study history vou will find) for abput
B, or 1000, or 20010 years. ‘I'hey come at great epochs; and, if the
Seriptures are true, there can be no doubt that all Seripture prophecying
points to this period of time as that in which the dynasty of Jesus Christ
it to eome to somesort of termination or echange.  From my study of the
Scriptures, some vears ago, when | was mueh younger, I arrived at the
conelusion—und 1 think 1 might wager my life upon it —thut it those
prophecies mentivned in Daniel, the Revelations, and in other parts of
Neripture, are not aceomplished before the vear 1930, then those prophe-
iy ave e/ they ure no more than the prophecies of the witches in Mue-
beth, which ** palter with us in a double sense.””  They will be proved to
be absolutely fallacions.

Now, it may be said, and it hat often beeu nsked, How is it you be-
lieve the Almighty can condescend to come and teach murtals in so com-
mon, 80 vulgar a way,asby raising tables, hy rapping in tables, hy spelling
out names by alphabets, and things of that kind? But let us bear in
mind that we, as a nation professing to believe Christinn doctrines, and
as regards the gift of the Holy Spirit, that that gift was not by Jesus
limited to any age or any circle of men; but he says, * [ am with you
even unto the end of the world :"——nevertheless, we find that in this
country the very idea of a person saying he believes he is inspired—that
he thinks the Holy Spirit tells him anything, or can do any miracle
through him, sanctions his being certified as a lunatic, and aent into &
lunatic anylum, We find that the idea of the gift of the still inherent
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit in mankind, as a means ofj)reaching,
and healing, and perfortuing wonders, is almost entirely ignored by every
eliss of the Protestant Church, except the Society of Friends, vulgarly
called “ Quakers.”, That is the only class, excepting, of late years, the
fulfowers of Mr, Irving, who practically retain that belief. No wonder, then,
as the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Scripture were stated to hegiven
to fuith, und not to unbelief—nund as all the Protestant sects in Kngland
refuse to teach that you ure to helieve that that Spirit is able to act upon
you ab the present time, as it did of yore-—no wonder, | say, that it can-
not act new, [fthey believe it not, how is it thut what was given to
faith alone can be manifisted any longer? Now some, like myself, have
been from their vouth zealous on thut peint. [ recollect that the prayer
which used to please me most in onr churches, when | was n young man,
waz, 1) God, we have heard with our ears, snd our futhers have declured
unto us the noble works that Thon didstin their days, and in the old timo
betore themy, O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thine honour.”
Yot I, and some few others like me, who have believed, to & certain ex-
tent, that such a fact was possible—oven though we have since re-
ceivedd informution of it, and knowledge of it in our ewn persons, have
failed in wanifesting it before the world,  The whole world, so to say—at
least the whole Protestant world—has become deud to that truth.  Is it
sarprising, therefore, that the Almighty now, for our condemuation aud
the cond-muation of the Chureh—of the clergy and bishops of the Church
-—shauhl condescend to prove that that pow -r does exist, and to canse it
to be bulteved in, through the simple und the innocent—through those
who sre not highly religious or even orthodox people, but simple, gond
hearted members of socicty, who hiuve attended to these things in bumil-
ity, and found them to be true | do not know if | make myself clearly
understood ; Lut it sppears to me thut the Church, and the members of
the Church who profess 1o bo religious and pious, have tailed in their
fuith, or in the coumge to acknowledge their fuith | and it is not at ali
inpowsible, therefore, that the Almighty now, through the feolish things

of the earth, is putting us to shame, and reproducing that faith which
was formerly known, 1 thivk, to the carly Clhristians, and to the Jews and
to heathen natious also,

I have no doubt that God is omniscient, and consequently if he were
so diposed e coald reveal to me any fact in connection with you; but
God forbid that I should seck such information,  (The lecturer pointed
out what heconsidered Lo be dangers in conmection with his subjeet, and
proceeded thus) i-—

| wish you ‘o notice that the operation of the human mind i8
three-fold.  We all know that we have the power of observation, the
power of memory, and the power of imagination,

Now the power of observation, though we say that we observe and
know, as of ourselves, even that is under the control of the Almighty. In
walking in the streets you may pass « friend without observing him, an
it he sees you he will perhaps he angry with you for having *“cut’ him.
You may stayin a room, and it depends upon chance, you think,
whether you observe a picture or book whieh may lead you to a course
of study or of conduct, Kven that which we think most under our control
thercfore is not absolutely under our control. Tt is in the Almighty's
will whose conntenance among you I should trensure up in my memory,
whose demeanour | should notice, and from that whar train of thought
should rise to guide my speech now or my conduct hereafter,

In thesune way with regard to memory,  We all know that varies in
different persons 3 we all know memory may he considered a gift ; and,
therefore, | shall not dwell upon this subject to show you that memory
is the gitt of God,

But now we come to imagination, aud the question is, What is imagi-
nation ¥ lmagination may be divided into two kinds;~the imagina-
tion of things that are real, and the imagination of things that are false of
fanciful.  But it is by imagination that we reason for the future, and
that all onr conduct you may sny is guided for the future. Suppose 1 am
one of the generals in Ameriea, und [ have to think what [ have to do
and where 1 have to place my army the next day; I must foresee the
country | am to pass through and what I shall require.  That is a work
of the o gination.  Suppose | am a Minister of State or a preacher, and
I have to make a speech in the Honse of Commons or to preach a sermon,
L muat predgure 1o niyselfall the points which I wish to ineulcate on my
henrers —not only that, but 1 must imagine to myself whom 1 am likely
to address and what are the replies they arc likely to make to me, Only
it appears to me with regard to preachers, they preach in a great manner
in the dark.  The preacher does not know whom he is to affect, or who
will he converted by his word; and therefore, it scems to me that
preachers should rather preach with faith in (fod that what they say
should strike the heart they intend their words should pierce und pene-
trute, than from u preconsideration of the characters of their nudience.

Againy—und this is the most important hranch of imagination,—we may
suy that in u grent degree, after all, the ticld upon which religion is in-
culeated is that of imagination.  For what do we know of futurity 2 The
imagination I must remind you refers also to things past or unknown to
us us well as to things future.  Though I may hear or read of Athens of
Rowe, or of Jereminh the prophet, or of Jesus, or His apostles, 1 can
only bring them to my understauding hy imagining what sort of persond
they were, or what sort of places they were. Therefore in one sense
hmagination is connected with the pust s well as with futurity. HBut
certninly as regards futurity and religion they ure cotirely matters of
fmugination, 1 am not using the word in the sense that imagination i
not to he respected, but in the philosophical sense that we eun have no
iden of the future hut through the imaginution. 'T'o explain that more fally-
One person tells you that there is a heaven, and perhaps he tails to de-
seribe it 3 but yet he givesyou the idoa that there is a place of bliss.
How did that persun obtain that knowledge? [t could not be from
looking about in this world, snd secing this world. It must huve been
an idea impressed upon his imugination either by vision or ia some other
way by the power of the Almighty, Another porson tells you there 18
n place called hell,another purgacory. Well, who told that person 2 Who
originated or invented the iden thut such a place existed? He never sa¥
it, It has becn impresse | upon his imagination by the Spirit, or by the
will of the Almighty. When I use the word Almighty, I do so because {
attribute all facts ultimately to him ; but He may act immediately of
mediately ; and therefore when 1 make use of that term I would not havs
you suppose I am using it in derogation of the idea which attaches to
that name. What I mean is thut allrovolations come from the Almighty
by IHis direct power or by Ilis permission,

Fow then are the gifts of prophecy mentioned in Scripture? You
find in the Scriptures there were Lwo or three ways in which the imagins-
tion of the prophets was informed, and in which "the future events wer?
foretold to them, One way is, that *the Word of God came to the
prophet.” In the interesting story of little Samnuel, it is said that when
he was sleeping in the chamber next to Eli, he fancied that he heard Ell
calling him twice or three times, and as often he run to Kli to know what
was wanted. At last Jli perceived that it was not man that called him.
hat the Almighty, and then he instructed him how to answer when he wal
enlied u third time. That is one of the most common ways in which i
appeirs the prophets wero instructed in old times, becanse you scarcelf
open & chapter in the prophecies of Laninh or Jeremiah in which you do
not read this expression, * the word eame to the prophet.'’

‘That very phenomenon of which the prophets speak—I do not re-
momber just now whether the"apostles mention it or not—1I have been fof
thirty-tive years familine with ; and I may say there is hurdly s day
paxses in which 1 do uot hear w voice or spirit speak to me, some”
times to give me warning or advice, sometimes to chide me, #i
sometimes, and too often, to try my understanding or to perplex mé:
[ have known the time when I was in a state of great bodily ap
mental affliction, und then this was constantly the case. Notouly weré
words spoken in my ears as audibly as if & person were whispering
them ; but every sound about me, whether it was a bell, or whether it
was the smoke or gas coming out of a conl or fire, or whethor it w2!
the bloating of sheep, or the lowing of cattle, or the thunder fros!
heaven, or even the ticking of 8 wateh, or what is more singular, eve?

the breathing of another down his uostrils, or pny own breathing Ju¥*
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My own nostrils,—every one of these sounds was clothed with articula-
tion, conveying ideas,reproofs, corrections, menaces, or whatever it might
e, As [ recovered from the state ot bodily afliction which I was in, [
was led to consider these facts, and I then discovered that it isin the power
of _the Almighty to clothe what I call shapeless sound with shape, in-
articulate sound with articulation. And he may, if he choose,
tonvey by that means information, or rebuke or encouragement. You
read an example of that in the Scriptures, where it is said that Balaam was
spoken to by hisass, and was repoved by hisass. Now from my experience
I'no longer helieve that the ass spoke, but I believe that Balaam was made
to hear articulate sound whilst the ass was braying his inarticulate sound.
Atrick was thus played on Balaam’s imagination. You have another
example of that in the New Testament, where on the occasion, 1 think, of
Jesus Christ being baptised by John, it is said, * A voice came from
euven, saying, * ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,’
but some said it thundered.” Now I myself have been in a cricket-
field in the state of weakness of body and of mind, which I have alluded
1o, when a tremendous thunderstorm broke over us, and every crackle
and rattle of the storm spoke to me fearful menaces and dreadful im-
DPrecations, whereas a)l those around me, I have no doubt, heard nothing
but thunder. Therefore, I say. even in snch phenomenon you must be
autious what vou believe. Because a thing is preternatural or super-
Natural, or marvellons, you must not at once believe it to be true—you
Must not at once believe that it necessitates in you a certain obedience to
What it dictates, No, you are to exercise your judgment as human
eingy on all things, whether marvellous or ordinary. You have in you
uch inteliect and reasoning power as God has given you, and youare
ound to use that, and not indolently, in order to guard you from all
Misapprehension as to any enunciation of fact or of doctrine, whether it
tomey from the audible voice of man, or from inarticulate sounds clothed
With articulation, through the will of the Deity who resides in you. |

[Quoting St. Paul's remark ahout the Resurrection of Jesus—* Last of
all, He was seen by me also, as one born out of due time”—the lecturer
Buve some illustrations of visions seen by himself, in which the persons of
those known to him appeared to him, and then vanished, and supposed
% posgible that St. Paul, like himself, may have been deceived, He fur-

er warned his hearers against accepting mere hallucinations for preter-
Natural or supernatural manifestations,  Instancing appropriate similies

is argument, he continued j 2 —
I find Isainh and other prophets continually speaking of the Word of
the Lord coming to them and saying, * What seest thou?’ Forinstance,
:“ the first chapter of Jeremiah, where Jeremiah replies to the question,
b see a rod of an almand tree.’” And theanswer of the Spirit is, * Thon
st well seen ; for 1 will hasten my word to perform it.” I have seen
Visions without number. and, being familiar with them, they are no lon-
8er to me an astonishment, for I may say 1 walk day by day seeing
t\lsmns. or not, as it may be. Whgn I was in affliction. my mistake was
b;ﬂt I tlmught these vistons and voices t!mt' 1 heard, being preternatural,
. a3 | believed then, supernatural, made it incumbent upon me to obey
em, or to do something which was required of me, That made me often
2 very dangerous person, not from any malice in my mind, but beeause 1
.“l things [ was commanded which were dangerous to others—not, as |
%y, from a desire to do injury to others, but from the belief that the
Imighty commanded me, and that I was bound to obey 1lim. But as
gradually grew stronger in health, I found these ideas were sent to me
8 suggestions of thought. and not suggestions of action—at least not in
2 things. Amongst other examples, [ found that when [ wus reading,
f"&rhups, a book, a little word such as the word *to,”" or the word
e“'Pln," or the word * out,” would appear to me to be some other word,
. tirely altering the meaning of the sentence. Supposing [ was reading
oud, instend of one of those words I would read another word of about
¢ same size, and, what is more, I could see that word on the paper.
‘“l‘posin.g instead of *to’" | put *from,” instead of “out’ I put “in,”
Tecognised that I had spoken something which was not consistent with
. 8 sense of the work, but I saw the word at the time, aud the moment
ter T have seen the right word in the book.
Out }‘Ve have only space to add that Mr. Percival was listene'd to through-
tou 18 lgcture, whlgh ]asged about two hours, wnh_ marked interest. i¥e
m ched upon various faets in his own experience, which had been

08t singular, and seemed desirous of finding a ressonable hypothesis for

. phenomena which he attributed to an aetion upon the sensorium,

€ distinguished the objective from the subjective, and concluded a sug-

“8live and able lecture, which we regret not being able to give in
(t(cmc_]

e

SAD AND SINGULAR FULFILMENT OF A DREAM.

- On Wednesday last the Rev. Stephen Barclay Drury, an un-
"ered clergyman of twenty-six yeara of age, who has for
(“"}lt twelve months nacted as the Curate of Phillack and
*withian, had n converaation with the hrother of the rector of
h“’@e ])u{'iahes. Mr. Charles [ockin, and relatel.l a dream which
ine “GSCI"xhed as a very ningalar one and as having made a deep
Ipression on him, His words were :—“ I dreamt I was to be
*uried, aud I followed my coffin into the church and thence to
'€ tomb, I took ns part in the Service, and when we came to
l'al: tomb I looked iuto it and saw it was very mice. I theun
Mked the undertaker who was to be buried, and he answered,
l““-' T then said * I am not to be buried—I am not dead.
16 nndertaker then said, * I must be paid for the coffin ;* upon
uﬁim-h T awoke.” On Sunday morning and afternvon Mr. Drury
Bciated at Gwithian, and after the second Service, remained
in"'}“ the children to practice singing. Returningto his lodgings
M Gwithian at lmlf}):xsc four he waited a little, took with him
‘c'_““‘"'% a Kempis’ Christian Pattern, and set out for a walk,
Sompanied by a Newfoundlaud dog. He asked for a bit of

cord, as he might give the dog a dip, and started in his usuvally
cheerful and happy mood. In an lour and a half the dog re-
turned with the cord round his neck. Mr. Drury was never
aguin seen alive, His absence, throughout the night, oceasioned
no surprise, as he sometimes weut to, and slept at, Copperbouse,
two miles off.  On Monday morning a Gwinear niiner, in quest
of seaweed at low water, near the rocky shore of Godrevy, saw
a body in a pool seventy or eighty yards from the sen. Mr.
Drury’s gold chain was about his neek amd his watchease ; the
workings of the watch had apparently. heen knocked out by the
sean.  His book was in his coat pocket ; his hat was gone ; and
his pockets were filled with sand. The body was forty yards
from rocks about thirty feet high, and a pathway led from the
precipitous cliffs above to these rocks. There was a cut over
the right eye and in the head —such ents as, in the opinion of
experienced men, would be caused by a fall on rocks. Mr.
Drury was quite dead and stiff. An iuquest, under the County
Coroner, Johin Roscorla, Esq., was held on Tuesday, at Gwithian,
when these cirumstances were elicited, and a verdict was re-
turned of “ Found Drowned.” From the facts, however, that
Mur. Drury had never shown the least sign of depression—that
he started with the expressed intention of giving the dog a dip—
and that he was very near-sighted —the general inference is that
the unfortunate gentleman slipped on the rocks, was stunued,
tell into the water, and so casually and singularly faltilled his
strange dream of afew days previously.—Coraish Telegraph.

MESMERISM AND SPIRITUALISM.

Mg, James CArPENTER, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, writes :—*¢ After
reading the lecture which appeared in the Spiritual Times, on
¢ The Relation of Mesmerism to Spiritualism,' I was induced to
desire a friend to allow a little girl, 14 years of age, who is both
clairvoyante and ctairandient, to be mesmerised, but her guar-
dian wounld not consent, stating that there was no necessity to
mesmerise her to see visions, and telling her to sit back, which
she did.  Presently the medium turned to me and said—-*My
eyes are now fixed; 1 could not open them were you to give me
a thousand pounds.” I then inguired—* Iow do you clese your
eyes in such a manner? Answer—‘The spirit passes its haud
across my eyes und mesumerises them.’ ¢ Do you see spivits
now?  *Oh yes, there are twelve here at this moment. There
is an old lady stauding here; she is going to speak.’ The me-
dium then spoke as the spirit dietated.

“ After having been for almost an hour with her eyes closed,
she expressed a desire herself that they might be opened, and
eventually called the eat to her, and placing her hand on the
animal’s head, awoke. The reason of this was, she said, that the
cat being highly charged with magnetism, the current was di-
rected from herselfto the cat. On another evening, the girl was
mesmerised by a mesmeriser whose efforts to demesmerise her
were entirely batled, the subject laughing at him the while, and
telling him he could not wake her, but that she wouli wake at a
given time, which she did. Deeming this a good illustration of
Mr. I”owell's theory, I take the liberty of troubling you with this
note.”

LECTURES.

Ox Sunday evening last, J. H. Powell concluded the series of
Sunday evening lectures with an essay on Tennyson's * Euoch
Arden.” At its conclusion, Dr. J. B. Ferguson delivered a most
impressive speech, on * God. or the Ascending Principle in Life.”
For the preseutit is intended to discontinue the Sunday evening
lectures-

R. Coorer, Esq., delivered a lecture on “ Spiritualism and its
Teachings,” at Eastbourne, on Monday last. The attendance
was good ; but the conduct of some few was anything but good.
These latter left the room and made some disturbance outside.
The lecturer was then listened to with interest, and appeared to
afford much satisfaction.

At Kingston-on-Thames, on Thursday week, J. IT. Powell
lectured, by request, to a numerous audience, on “The Facts auld
Philosophy of Spiritualism.” The lecture was delivered amidst
continued interruptions, At its close an exciting discossion
ensued.

SPIRIT JESSAGE.

Tus following was given to Miss Cooper, on her hirthday, April
22nd, by her spirit-other :—** Mary, 45 you grow clder, may you
grow wiser aud better. Pray, dear, for the Lord s hel 1o bless, guide.
und protect. Ok, may you try and do your duty i ¢ is world well
and fuithfully. God bless you. Amen.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

CogrrespoNpENTs will please to write legibly on
one side of the paper only, and ns concisely as
possible,  Yf this rule is not observed we may
be compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions,

Ounr readers will favour us by sending aceounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &e, We wish to
give as many facts as our space will admit,
Correspondents should allow their names and
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given te the
public free from all suspicion,

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER-
TISKEMENTS.
Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional
line, 8d; a reduction for a scries.

All Advertisements, pavable in advance, may
be forwarded to Mr, J. H. Powell, Spiritual
Times Otlice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Advertistiments for insertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning.

To 18 Tuave.~The Spiritual Times is pub-
lished at Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Otfice, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwell, 3335,
Strand,

CoMrraints have reached usthat the Spiritual
Times does not nlways tind ita way to country
subscribers,  Those who have difliculty
should xend to us at the office 14, Newman
Street, Oxford Street, W, and we will for.
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers
taking four copies can have them post free,
by remitting 8. 8d. per quarter,

THE *SPIRITUAL TIMES* BY POST,
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual

Times, puckets will be sent direct from the Office

post free to any part of the United Kingdom,

by remitting, in advance, as under :—

Copies. Weceks, Weeks.

1, 3d.,or for 13, 3s. 34, 26, 63.6d.

Wecks.

53, 1s.

Yoobdy w hs 5d. ,, 10s6d. ,, 2la,
30 Gy 4 4 BaGd 138040 L, 26s.
6, Is. o 1as0d, 26504, ., 52

Post Offiee Orders must he made payable to
Mr. . H. Powell, at the Post Office, 26, Oxford-
street, corner of Rathbone-place.

ML SPIRITUAL LYCEUM
A W, Newman Streel, Oxford Street,

Thiz tustitution i3 established for the
wlvaucement of spiritual  phenomena
and philosophy. It offers opportanities
for investigntors to colleet facts and
obtain proofs of Bpirit Jife. Tt brings
together friends to the eause, and predents
a platform tor the freest Discussion. Its
rules are such as to preclude no sectary,
whilst it aims to eschew all seetariunism,

Based ou the cardinal facts of Spirit Com-

munion and Immortality, it juvites all who
recognise, or desire to recognise, these
truths,

The Lyceum has both religious and se-
eular aims,—religiousin the highest sense
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and
duty from truth,
moulding the futare by n wize realisation
of the present and a spiritual conception
of it3 uses.

The growing spread of Spiritualism in
England renders ncentral institution neces-
sary to organize means to give distinetive
life to the various methods which abound
in isolated forms all over the kingdom.
"T'o effect this most desivable object Mr, R,
{ooper has established the Lyecum, and
warnestly solicita aid from all friends.
Many sincere and influential Spiritualiata
have already subseribed, some fwo, others
one guinea each (the latter subscription
being the minimumi.  Those who snb.
seribe one or more guineas annually will
be entitled to the privilege of attending
all  Lectures free. Spirit Drawinge
and Works of a progressive character
will he added from time to time,
Mediuma of recognised integrity and
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped
facilities may be atforded for the develop-
ment of such econuected with the Lyceum.

Secular iu the aense of | -

A printing pressis now in operation
upon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topies.  Kriends desirous of
spremding the truths of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such  pamphlets and distributing them.
All works of a spiritual and progressive
character can be supplied by us.  Friends
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact,
as by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceun.

We feel pursnaded our work will
not be in vain, being assured amongst
the many thousands of true Spiritualists
in this country alone there ave many who
will gladly aid us.

Arrricarions ¥or LgeTures winn Ruecerve
ATTENTION.

All communieations and remittances to
be forwarded to Mr. J. LI, Powell,
Spiritual Tyceum, 14, Newman Street,
Oxford Street.

The payment of 2s. Gd. per quarter will
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions

only.

In the Press, In one vohime, Demy 8vo,, of
ahout 450 pages, price 10s.—to Subscribers,
A

78 6.
JUPRA-MUNDANTE TFACTS, IN
3 THE LIFE OF J. B, FERGUSON ;
Including twenty years* obscrvation of Preter-
Natural Phenomena,
Edited by T, L. Nicnors, M.D., anthor of
“ Forty Years of American Life,” ¢ Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,” &e., &ec.

This book will contain tho personal experi-
ences of Mr. Perguson, and his observations,
during twenty years, under favoursble cireum-
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of
very remarkable phenomena, from the most
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi-
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer-
guson, speeimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, and many facts orally
related. ‘The work of the editor will be the
selection aad the arrangement of the records
furnished him, and the orderly narration of
the fuets, and he has reason to helieve that no
work of the present time containg accounts
of more remarkable, varied and important
phenomena than will be found in this volume,

All ordera to be sent to Mr, J, Il Powewr,

Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street,
Oxford-street, W,

In the Press,
'l)UBLIC DISCUSSION ON
o SNPIRITUALISM and the CITAR-
ACTER of the MANIFESTATIONS of
the BROTIHERS DAVENPORT,"” hetween
Joux Brproun Leno and J. H. Powkrr,
Full Report, price 3d., post-free, 4d.
To be had of Mr. J. IL. Powel), Spiritual Ly~
ceunt, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-streot, W,

TSPIRADAL LYGEUM TRACTS.

0. 1.—NICODEMIANS AND
THOMASTANS, by Wittiam Howirr,
No, 4.—8PIRITUALISM IN ITARMONY
WITH SCIENCE, by Dr. J. B, Frenavsow.
In Packets of 25, post-free, la,
FIVIE EDTTOR OF THE «8PIRIT-
UAL TIMES® is prepared to aceept ene
gagementsto Lecture on Mesmerism or Spiritunl-
inm.  Address, Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman
Street. Oxford street, W,
l l BALTH AN NATURE.—~A
4.1 Practieal Treatise, showing how “ (lood
Digestion waits on Appetite, and ealth on
both™ Ry K. Cooren Tu be had of all
Hookseters, Price Gd.

o eaith in Nature™ is a little book all
should rend, 1t goes in the way of socinl
acience, and in common sense diction clears the
path to health. 1t is ubout the cheapest book
of equal nsefulness we ever had the pleasure to
read e Fasthonrne Gazetie,

May be had of I, Pitman, 20, Paternoster

Row, Londen.

JPIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND
) PILASES, Ilustrated with Personal Ex-
periences, and Iac-Similes of Spirit-Writings
by J. 11, Powell.

As an individual contribution to the general
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable,.— IWitliam Howilt.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as he
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work., * # * Many persons will read Mr
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.—Dublic Opinion, March 12th, 1864

The sum of the matter iy, that if one has#
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, an
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better
and clearer view of it from Mr. Towell's volume
than from any other that has yet been publisheds
not even excepting that of the great apostie
medium, Mr, Home himself.—Caledonian Mer-
cury, March 12, 1864,

This is the fourth hook that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, m}d,
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik-
ing of ull the former, perhaps, from the brevity
with which the subject is presented, and the
nature of thefiucts or ussumptions with which it1®
crammed from first to last, * * * ‘T'hereld
much, very much to excite thought, whether to
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry is bY
no means the contemptible thing that many
people wish to consider it. It denls with al-
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding ; ands
it false, still they are ohjects of interest, av
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standardy
March 18th, 1864

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum.
Price 2s., post free.
HYDROPATIHY !
Priessnitz House, 11, Paddington Green, W.
and
Grafenberg Villa, New Barnet, Horts, \
‘R, METCALVE GIVES THE
4 HYDROPATHIC TREATMENI
on the Most Improved Principles. Invalides
are received into the establishthent on moderat®
Terms,

See *“ Journal of Ilealth, monthly, the samé
medium for Iydropathy as the ** Lancet” 18
for Allopathy.

Job Caudwell, 335, Strand,  Price 2d.

I IVES OF TIIE BROTIIERS
4 DAVENPORT : By Dr. T, L. Nichol#
published nt 6s. A few copies may be had 2t
the Spiritual Lyeeum, at 38, Gd.
’ RS, MARSHALL~—MEDIUM.
YA, Removed from 10, Upper King-ﬁstrt‘ﬁ‘t
to 7, 'Bristol-gardens, Warwick-rond, Muids”
hill.  Sdances after 2 o'clock, Private Sc¢anc®
by appointinent,

ST

MR. AND MRS, WALLACE
. beg to unnounce that they have take?
the Lyceum Hull, 14, Newman-strect, Oxford-
street, for o scries of Friday Evening Séances
to commence on Good-Friduy, April 14th, Se-

aunces to commence at half past 7, p.m.
Admission la.

In the Press, .
B\ASC.[NATION; OR TIIE ART
. of RLECTRO-BIOLOGY, MESMER-
ISM, and CLAIRVOYANCLE, familiarly ¥
plnined, with Cases for Reference. Lo he hat
of the Author, 1. Welton. I'8,A., or of the
Publisher, Job Caudwell, 835, Strand, W.C.

Price ls., Post free, 1s. 2d,

N
ATEW PSALM and HYMN TUNES,
l TE DEUM, and TWENTY.FOUR
ORLWIINAL CIIANTH, Composed and AT
ranged, with voice parts complete, for th®
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by Ross®T
CoorrR~Price 28.; cloth, 2. 64,

London: Novello & Co., 69, Denn Street, Sohe

The Harmonies, both in invention und a7
rangement, ure musical to a very high degre®
and, altogether, the work is one which can \*f
strongly recommended, and will be sure to met®
with approval.— Brighton Guardian

Irinted and Published by the Proprieto?
Roperr Coorin, at the Spiritual Lycew®
14, Newmnn-st., Oxford-st., in the Coun’’
of Middlesex, Saturduy, April 20th, 1863



