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SPIRITUAL TIMES
A W EEKLY ORGAN DEVOTED TO THE FACTS, PHILOSOPHY, AND  

PRACTICAL USES OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

W E HOLD TH AT GOD IS OUR FATH ER, M A N  OUR BROTHER, IM M O R T A LIT Y  OUR D E S T IN Y .

Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.” | "  The life that now is shapes the life that Is to be.”

tt°. 55, Y o l . I I . SA T U R D A Y , A P R IL  22, 1865. P rice 2d.

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences o f eternal existence, 

'»Using us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual, 
^  the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab- 
‘nute and enduring, beoause we associate our thoughts with the external and 

jJ’PW’ently lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en- 
«nng facts are beyond the tomb.

N E W  EVID EN CES OF SPIR IT -PO W E R .

visited Kingston on Good Friday with the desire to 
jearn if  any new phase o f development had manifested 
'teelf in the little boy Turketine. His uncle, with whom 
h® is residing, received us with pleasure, and at once com­
menced detailing certain experiences which had come to the 
family during the past fortnight. I f  testimony is o f any 
Value, we are bound to place reliance on the. statements o f 

Champernowne, the medium’s uncle, since Hr. Pil- 
W ou gli and Mr. Constable, his neighbours, vouch most 
erbphntically for their truthfulness. The witnesses aver 
that voices have been heard, and whole figures o f  departed 
lelatives seen. Not only this, but the invisibles have eaten, 
°r absorbed, food. W hilst we all sat at dinner the little 
tedium  was made to write— “  Dear father, give me an egg;

eat i t !”  (Air. Champernowne says the spirit operating 
19 his own child). Immediately the little fellow ran to the 
l’antry and returned with an egg. l ie  held the egg in his 
bft hand, and, with his right one, drew the window-shutter 
°h>se, and, in a second, exclaimed, “  They have broken it .”  
^® then drew back the shutter, and at once disclosed 
fhe egg-shell crumpled into fragments, but there was 
Either yolk nor w hite; and the medium’ s hand, with the 
®Xception o f  an infinitesimal spot, was dry. The astounding 
Thickness with which this was done puzzled us in no small 
'b&ree. W here was the inside o f that e g g ?  The shell 
v̂as dry, so was the hoy’s hand, with the exception o f that 

n»nute spot mentioned. After some exclamatory interrup- 
bons from the whole party, we endeavoured to finish our 
^ n e r ,  but the invisibles were disposed to give us grace 
*fter their own fashion. A  tumbler containing beer was 
Placed by little Turketine on a table removed several feet 
I*0®  the dining-table, the shutter was again drawn close ; 
ln ® few seconds light was restored, and the tumbler was 
®®pty. W e  examined the glass, the table, and the floor, 
“ Ut no traces o f damp were there! W here could the beer 
^ave gone ? W here, we cannot say. Did the spirits drink

 ̂ W e  don’t know ; but we do know the beer was in the 
glass when the shutter was being closed, and that it was 
n°t to be seen when it was drawn book again.

Of course, we thought, after two such miracles as we 
have described, we should have liberty to finish our dinner.

Not so. The shutter was again drawn, and we wero told 
by the medium the beer would bo brought back to tho 
glass. A  brief pause, and the boy exclaimed— “  Right, it’s 
done!”  and on, giving us light, he gave us proof o f tho fact. 
Tho glass contained almost as much as it did when it was 
first placed on tho table. Now, we have no proof that tho 
spirits absorbed the beer; the supposition is, they simply 
transferred it to the ju g  on the dinner-tablo, which con­
tained beer. But as it is only a supposition on our part, 
it is worth very little. Suppose they merely extracted 
the beer from the glass and lodged it in tho jug  on the 
other table, it may satisfy the mind, but the puzzle o f  tho 
egg remains. The mind cannot find a solution for it. In 
both cases there is evidence o f intelligent power, but in the 
case o f tho beer a possible solution presents itself in the 
fact that tho ju g  contained beer. There was an evident 
impatience manifested by the invisibles to display evidences 
o f  their power for the moment. The cloth was cleared, 
and a seance formed at their own suggestion. Tho room 
was darkened, and some manifestations o f an ordinary 
character were exhibited; after which, the spirits were 
asked to show us some lights, and then commenced a series 
o f luminous appearances from the size o f a sixpence to the 
size o f half-a-crown. These luminous stars seemed to obey 
the voice of the medium, rising higher or taking certain 
directions at command.

W e know not how to doscribe this novel and beautiful 
phenomenon. Its soft, bright beauty surpasses all attempts 
at description. The darkness which has been so often 
alluded to by sceptics as being used for fraud in the various 
mediumistic operations is self-evidently necessary to these 
appearances.

These few facts we present to our readers with no view 
to excite idle curiosity, but to give additional evidences o f 
the mighty power which is daily manifesting itself to the 
world. W e cannot doubt the facts which have presented 
themselves so prominently before u s ; and we would warn 
Mr. Champernowne against the too common fault o f incau- 
tiousness. He should sift every phase o f the phenomena 
which present themselves thoroughly, and neither be over 
credulous nor unduly suspicious. W ith respect to the 
medium, we think he should not be too much taxed, but a 
reasonable reliance should be placed on the power that 
manifests itself through his organism.

Mr. Champernowne, the boy ’s uncle, is an exciseman in 
Kingston, a man much respected, and we think no one 
could converse with him five minutes upon the subject o f 
the extraordinary manifestations winch have lately taken 
place in his house without peroeiving his thorough and 
enthusiastic earnestness. W e mention this that those 
who read this article may know that all supposition o f 
trick is removed from the argument,. The little boy, 
had he the idea, o f himself is incapable o f perpetrating
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so complete and stupendous a hoax upon his undo and 
others.

It is very natural that tho people o f  Kingston and tho 
adjacent villages should bo excited about tho matter, and, 
as in all ovidouces o f tho kind, motives, not very eroditablo, 
should bo placed to the account o f tho uncle ; and that somo 
should go so far as to throw tho onus o f tho whole affair on to 
tho boy. Yet, in tho face o f all this, it is gratifying to find that 
Mr. (.'hampornowuo is proof against foar; ho has performed 
his duty nobly, and has assorted that no amount o f persecu­
tion shall interrupt tho manifestations. I fh o  is only cautious, 
and will himself watch tho proceedings at seances, and will 
allow no one to control them for him, wo venture to predict 
that little Turketine will prove to be a very useful medium. 
Already he lias had numerous birds singing, his coat and 
waistcoat have been taken off, spirits have been seen in 
his presence, he writes and speaks, &e. The versatile 
character o f  his manifestations is somewhat marked. W o 
can only repeat that the most careful precautions should ho 
takou by the undo to provent tho possible stultification of 
tho mediumship; then the rest may safely bo left to Pro­
vidence.

A N  ITEM  ABOUT TIIE  DAVENPORTS.

T h e  Davenports gave a private seance at tho house o f  tho 
Editor o f tho Sta nd a rd  on Saturday. Tho manifestations 
came off with eclat as usual. Complimentary speeches wero 
addressed to Dr. Ferguson, and reference made in them to 
the lato cabinet smashing.

Ira has left for Paris. W illiam, Mr. Fay, and Dr. F er­
guson, will soon follow him. Mr. Palmer is no longer a 
partner ; wo believe he has already sot sail for Amorica.

T H E  M O R A LITY  OF TH E  T I M E S .

Mas. M aksiialu sent tho following advertisement to the 
T im es— “ A  test seance will be given at the Spiritual 
Lyceum, 1-1, Nowman-street, Oxford-stroot, on Wednesday 
evening next. Seance  to commence precisely at 8 o ’clock. 
Admission, 5s.”  It was rejected, awl the hearer told that 
it would be admitted if  Mrs. Marshall would ¡dace tho word 
“ Conjuring”  over it. W hat splendid morality! Mrs. 
Marshall must tell ir lio to have an advertisement insortod 
in the Timex. Surely the times are out o f joint that such 
a rule should hold good. Besidos, look at tho consistency 
o f tho leading journal: it admitted the whole o f tho Daven­
port advertisements, and never put “ Conjuring”  over 
them! W hy does tho Timex act fair to Americans and 
unfair to an Englishwoman? Because it says— “  W o will 
have nothing to do with Spiritualism.”  W e can only say, if 
it had anything to do with Spiritualism, it would touch it 
to respect tho truth, and to do justice; hut those are virtues 
tho Times  ignores. God grant that the Church and State 
authorities may in future look after thoir own virtues. Tho 
Times  cannot, it has lost all virtue, according to its late 
dictum, but the virtue o f gross materialism.

CORRESPONDENCE.
[ W e  (lo  n o t  h o ld  o u r « ! » «  resp on s ib le  fo r  th e  o p in io n s  exp ressed  by  ou r 

co r re sp o n d e n t* .]

T H E  S P I R I T U A L  C O N T R O V E R S Y  A T  P R E S T O N .

T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sp iritua l Times.

S i r , — P r e s u m i n g  t h a t  y o u r  o b je c t ,  l i k e  m in e ,  is  t h o  d i s c o v e r y  
a n d  p r o j ia g a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h o u g h  o u r  m e t h o d s  m a y  d i f f e r ,  a n d  
t h e  r e s u l t s  a t  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  m a y  b o  d i f f e r e n t ,  t o o ,  a t  
p r e s e n t ,  I  v e n t u r e  t o  h o p e  t h a t  y o n  w i l l  a l l o w  m e n u  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  c o r r e c t i n g  a n  e r r o r  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  iti t h o  i s s u e  o f  t h e  l f i t l i  
i n s i .  A  ( ju o t a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  o f  M r .  B u l l o c k ,  w h ic h  
a p p e a r e d  m  t h e  Preston Guardian, iu  w h ic h  I  a m  c h a r g e d  w i t h  
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t o  m y s e l f  a  t h e o r y  o f  H u g h  M i l l e r  a n d  C o l e r i d g e ,  
l a  t h a t  e x t r a c t  I  a m  m a d e  t o  s a y  t h a t  m y  t h e o r y  o f  r e c o n c i l i n g  
G e n e s i s  w i t h  g e o l o g y  is , “  t h a t  A d a m  g o t  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  a  h i l l ,  f e l l  
a s l e e p ,  a n d  d r e a m e d  a  d r e a m  o r  h a i l  a  v i s io n ,  t h a t  th is  d r e a m  o r  
v i s i o n  s h o w e d  h im  h o w  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  m a d e ,  d ie .”

I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t ,  I  b e g  t o  s a y  t h a t  th is  is 
n o t  m y  t h e o r y  a t  a l l .  T h e  d r e a m  o r  v i s i o n  w a s  m e n t io n e d  and  
d e s c r i b e d  in  m y  l e c t u r e  n o t  a s  m y  o w n ,  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  d e s c r i p ­
t io n ,  n o t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  G e n e s is  w i t h  g e o l o g y ,  b u t  s i m p l y  t o  a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  r e v e l a t i o n .  T h e  d r e a m  is  t h u s  i n t r o d u c e d  in 
t h e  r e p o r t  o f  m y  l e c t u r e  iu  t h o  Preston Guardian, M a r c h  18. 
1 8 0 0  : —

“  A d a m  c o u ld  n o t  d i s c o v e r ,  b y  i n q u i r y ,  h o w  t h e  g a r d e n  w as 
m a d e  o r  p e o p l e d ,  o r  lie  a n d  h is  p a r t n e r  f o r m e d .  I l i s  k n o w le d g e  
w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  r e v e l a t i o n .  T h e  m e t h o d  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  is  n o t  
g i v e n  ; b u t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  b y  w o r d  o r  b y  v i s i o n .  A d a m ,w a s  
d e s c r i b e d ,  b y  t h e  l e c t u r e r ,  l e a v i n g  h o m e ,  & c . ' ’

T h o  id e a  o f  a  v i s i o n  a s  t h e  m e a n s  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  I  d i d  n o t  p r e ­
t e n d  t o  b e  o r i g i n a l l y  m in e ,  a n d  t h e  id e a  is  i t s e l f  s o  s im p l e ,  t h a t  it 
w o u ld  s u g g e s t  i t s e l f  t o  a l m o s t  e v e r y  r e a d e r  o f  t h e  B ib l e .  1 d id  
n o t  s a y  t h e  i d e a  b e l o n g e d  t o  H u g h  M i l l e r  o r  C o l e r i d g e ,  in a s ­
m u c h  a s  I  k n o w  i t  h a d  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  a g e s  b e f o r e ,  a n d  h a s  l )e ?n 
m e n t io n e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  a  s c o r e  o f  w r i t e r s  b e s i d e  M i l l e r ,  s in ce  
C o le r i d g e ,  in  E n g la n d  a n d  in  G e r m a n y  a s  a n y  o t h e r  s im p l e  or  
c o m m o n  id e a , w i t h o u t  a n y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n .  M y  t h e o r y  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  w h ic h  w a s  b e f o r e  M r .  B u l l o c k 's  e y e » ,  B  
t h u s  g i v e n , —

‘ * T h e  l e c t u r e r  p r o c e e d e d  t o  s ta t e  a n d  e x a m i n e  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  
D r .  P y e  S m it h .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  t h e o r y  w h i c h  h a r m o n is e d  
w ith , s c i e n c e ,  h u t  a s  D r ,  P y e  S m it h  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a v e n  a n d  
t h e  e a r t h  in  t h o  f i r s t  v e r s e  w e r e  t o  b o  t a k e n  in  t h e i r  m o s t  u n ­
l i m i t e d  s e n s e ,  a n d  in  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h e y  w e r e  
t a k e n  t o  s i g n i f y  a  l i m i t e d  l o c a l i t y  ; l ie  ( M r .  L e w i s )  r e j e c t e d  th is  
t h e o r y  a l s o .  H e  w o u l d  n o w  e x p l a i n  a  t h e o r y  o f  h is  o w n ,  w h ic h  
w a s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  l a s t . . . H e  t o o k  t h e  w o r d  “ h e a v e n ’ ’ 
a l l  t h r o u g h  t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  a i r  a s  d e f i n e d  in  t h e  8 t h  v e r s e .  . . . T h e  
e a r t h  m e n t io n e d  b y  M o s e s  w a s  t h e  la n d  w h ic h  a f t e r w a r d s  b e ­
c a m e  t h o  s c o n e  o f  E d e n . The first chapter in Genesis did not refer 
in any way to the origin o f  the universe. The Bible was a book for  
man and about man. The narrative referred simply to the creation 
o f Adam  and Eve, the preparation o f  Eden fo r  their abode, and the 
form ation o f  the domestic animals and plants.”  I f  t h e  r e p o r t e r  h a d  
a d d e d  t h a t  I  took the word '‘day ”  to signify not twenty-four hours< 
as Dr. Pye Smith, nor a period o f unlimited extent, as Currier mid 
H ugh M iller, but a short period, my theory would have been fairly  
stated. I  h a v e  r e a d  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  t h e  s u b je c t ,  a n d  h a v e  
n o t  m e t  w i t h  a n y  t h e o r y  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  h e r e  g i v e n .  I t  m a y  
n o t  b o  a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  o t h e r s  a s  i t  is  t o  m e . I  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  
i t s  m e r i t ,  h u t ,  ¿m o d  o r  h a d , it is mine, I  s h a l l  c h e e r f u l l y  g i v e  u p  
m y  c la im  t o  i t  i f f  f in d  i t  p u b l i s h e d  p r e v i o u s l y  b y  a n y  o t h e r  
a u t h o r .

I  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  y o u r  c o u r t e s y  a n d  l o v e  o f  t r u t h  w i l l  
p e r m i t  t h is  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m is t a k e  p u b l i s h e d  in  y o i i r  la s t ,  t o  
a p p e a r  b e fo r e  y o u r  in t e l l i g e n t  r e a d e r s .  I f  m y  b e l i e f  iu  m o d e r n  
S p ir i t u a l i s m  h a s  a  n a r r o w e r  l i m i t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  s o m o  o t h e r s ,  th a t  
is  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  a  t h e o r y  o f  r e c o n c i l i n g  S c r i p t u r e  w i t h  s c ie n c e  
s h o u l d  l ie  p a lm e d  u p o n  m e , which is not mine, a n d  t h a t  my own 
theory should- be suppressed. H o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m y  
g r i e v a n c e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  a n  a p o l o g y  f o r  m y  w is h  t o  t r e s p a s s  
u p o n  y o u r  s p a c e  a n d  k in d n e s s .

I  a m , y o u r s  t r u l y ,
A ccrington, 18 April, 1805. E van  L e w i s .

A notuku cabinet and (lark seance, a la  Davenport, has bec» 
produced lately at tho Freo Trade Hall, Manchester. Tho 
following, from a correspondent, will present somo idea of 
tho bungling maimer in which tho manifestations o f tho 
Brothers are imitated : —

T o  th e  E d i t o r  o f  t h o  Sp iritua l Times.

8>ir,— T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  w a s  t h e  r e a l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  a n d  
a  v e r y  n u m e r o u s  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  a u d i e n c e  t h e r e  w a s .  T h e  
C a b i n e t  b a d  n o  d o n s  w h a t e v e r .  T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t y i n g  w o *  
e f f e c t e d  a s  u s u a l  ; Im t t h e  p e r f o r m e r s  q u i c k l y  r e l e a s e d  t h e m s e lv e » »  
a n d  d i d  a l l  t h e  k i c k i n g  o f  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  r i n g i n g  o f  b e l ls ,  & c>  
See , w h ic h  a p p e a r e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  e x p l a n a t io n ,  t o  b e  v e r y  s a t i s fa c ­
t o r y  t o  t h e  w h o le  a m ] ¡u n c o .  B u t ,  a s  t o  t h e  d a r k  séance p a r t ,  it 
w a s  t h e  m o s t  t r a s h y  a t t e m p t  a t  i m i t a t i n g  t h e  D a v e n p o r t s  I  e v e r  
c p u ld  w i t n e s s ,  a n d  i t s  e x p l a n a t io n  t h o  m o st , f o o l i s h  e v e r  h e a r d ' '  
th e  f l o a t i n g  o f  t h e  in s t r u m e n t s  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  o n e  m a D 
g e t t i n g  o n  t h o  s h o u l d e r s  o f  t h o  o t h e r ,  a n d  f l o u r i s h i n g  t h e  g u i t ftI" 
in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  s t a t in g  i t s  h e i g h t  to appear m u c h  g r e a t e r  w h e n  
in  d a r k n e s s ,  s o  that, t h e r e f o r e ,  w a s  a n  o p t i c a l  i l l u s i o n — t h e  fly iu t f 
c o a t  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  t ie d  m a n  s l i p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  r o p e » , 
a n d  q u i c k l y  d o f f i n g  h is  c o a t  a m i t o s s i n g  i t  a n y w h e r e .  T o  t h « se 
w h o  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  b o t h  s id e s  o f  t h is  s u b je c t ,  l ik e  m y s e l f ,  I  p r o ­
n o u n c e  t h is  p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  t h e  F r e e  T r a d e  H a l l  t o  h e  t h e  m û »4 
f u t i l e  a t t e m p t  a t  s o l v i n g  t h e  D a v e n p o r t  p h e n o m e n a  I  e v e r  c o u ld  
c o n c e i v e  b y  M a n c h e s t e r  m e n .  T h e  p e r f o r m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  k n o *  
iu  t h e i r  h e a r t s  i t  is  n o  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  tiw ®  
a l o n e  w i l l  s h o w  i t . — R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s ,

1 4 th  A p r i l ,  1 8 0 5 . C , J lL A O te u n * -
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TESTIMONY TO MRS. MARSHALL.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.
Sir,—Having been one of Mrs. Marshall’s first friends, I feel 

touch gratified with the notice you have taken of her power. I 
Save an account ofa séance with her and her niece in the Spiritual 
telegraph, October 15th, 1858, which brought her into notice and 
induced a great number of those zealous Spiritualists who after­
wards became her patrons, to visit her When nearly all were 
ogainst her, I fought for her integrity, and was at last 
gratified by hearing recantations from those who had publicly 
aud privately denounced her as an impostor. Many Spirit­
ualists who denounced her, relented—the Lord having shown 
them the truth by increasing her power ten-fold. When I first 
plaited her the rappings were the only manifestations ; but by 
degrees her powers were developed, and after a short time 
I had the pleasure of witnessing in full light the tightening of 
knots in pocket handkerchiefs, winch were thrown into person's 
aP3 ; night after night the guitu- was played in correct tune, 

aud with the greatest feeling, while held under the table by my- 
8idf and various visitors.

!  have a collection of spirit writings, obtained on glass rubbed 
with wet paint. Some most beautiful writing. The glass was 
1'laced at the feet of the medium, and in general immediately 
Written upon. I suggested this method of writing because at 
this time all other methodshad failed—the medium's power not 
being strong enough to get writing with a pencil. In the pre­
face of perhaps a dozen persons I have seen the spirit-hand 
c°rne up from the end of a large table and ring a bell, and I, 

well as others, have touched the hand, and been patted by 
’t: many have been made to start in the greatest affright from 
l|le table, while others were soothed by the touch of some de­
lated child or friend. While the labours of other mediums 
"ave been restricted to a class, Mrs. Marshall has been the 
Jbedium for the many; numerous Spiritualists in London have 
T®eu made such by seeing the extraordinary manifestations 
1 “Vough her mediumship.

tion, or the aggrandizement of a party, or the supremacy of a 
school, or the filling up ofa treasury from the hard earnings of 
the people, to be emptied again for services by which humanity, 
in its vital, social interests, is not likely to be benefited. It is 
a barren and desolating Spirit. Nowhere does it touch a con­
trolling principle of human existence ; nowhere does it 
grasp a profouud truth of human nature ; nowhere does it fall 
in with a deep law of human life ; nowhere does it reach any 
plane of thonaht or sentiment or conviction, which can sub­
stitute a unity beneath diversity for that poor fiction of unity 
in diversity. It sucks up the vitality of men, and wastes it on 
metaphysics, it drains the resources of thought, of feeling, of senti­
ment, of purpose, of soul and spirit-wealth, and squanders them 
on figments and nonentities ; it would make the industry 
ofa country subservient to the whining of theologians ; it would 
make commerce an instrument for transporting away its own 

l wealth, to be poured out, in vain missionary enterprises, on the 
sands of Africa or the steppes of Asia ; it would combine the 
forces of civilisation to introduce in remote climes the same dis­
sensions it keeps alive at home ; and it does all this piously, in the 
name of the Christ, and with honest professions of devotion to 
Him aud Ilis cause.—The Friend of Progress.

SPIRITUALISM AND MESMERISM.

“  In the. beginning of this year, I had occasion to go to a circle, 
about a mile from Dudley. It was a very cold night, and 1 
caught cold in the left side of my face, which pained me very 
much. I got home as quick as possible and went, to bed : it got 
a little better, and I went to sleep. At twelve o'clock I was 
awoke by the rain ; and soon after I heard, as it appeared to mo, 
some one whispering the following words in my ear, “ You tell 
people to ask for  what they want.” 'Well, thought I, what does 
this mean 1 1 Ask fo r  what you want' I suppose it means that
I should pray inwardly to the Father of all goodness that He 
would relieve me from this pain. I did so. aud then another 
whisper came, saying, ‘ Pass your hand down the aide of your

ain ceased.
. . . .  - . my eldest daughter, who generally has bad

, ,. e spirits teH me that i  have the power of bringing out j c:iii” ]>t cold, and it settled inker face and gave her a
‘eaiurnahip in others; which would seem to be the ease, tor the i .................

Vei'.v first person—a lady- 1 sat dow n with here, proved very 
?0,,n one of the most powerful mediums I ever saw, and has

tin! am a nie(lium m-vself i mJ powers are various, but 1 am ; faeo a few times,’— which T  did, and the pain 
i !l strong physical medium l am a peculiar >mn? medium, 1 <. Siucu the above, my eldest daughter, who g,

t.IJO L'tcnito toll rvxxx +L«if T ltd \to flirt tiAWid' i\t iiidiwrmir nut i » «.* i . i i t •. . .1 • i /•

.'een the means of converting scores in this city, where, as m 
"bjidon at one time, Spiritualism was my shame in crowds, my 
binary pride, and where, ns in London too, I was almost hunted 

but of society for it.
Hi

Thank God. times U'e fast changing, and
,.'i‘ chariot of truth is rolling onward, n >t crushing fanatics, not 

the car of the Indian idol, but the hardhearted sceptics at
*v«ry turn of its wheels. Those who

great deal of pain : ' here appeared <*n the side of her lace a hard 
substance, about the size of a small egg. I felt very sorry for 
her, and I thought l would try to relieve her by making a few 
passes to remove the pain ; and, while doing so, 1 felt a tingling 
at the tips of my lingers, as though I was drawing the pain out. 
The thought came into my mind that I would sooner have it 
myself than she should be afflicted with it, for she had enough 
with her regular complaint, and I was better able to bear it than 
her. That instant I felt a pain in my face,and a substance began

^°d and through the love of .Tesus Christ, will reap their re- 
'Var<l in due time.

"rhen I was in London fighting the battle of truth, the spirits 
''d'ote out “  the Lord will reward you," and he has rewarded me 
''Hot with wealth or worldly honour, but with powers which ox- 
ee‘l all I could have imagined, and which Spiritualists would 
ctli’cely believe if I were to tell them. Jesus Christ cautioned 
la apostles and told them not to rejoice in their power over the 
Drits, and 1 never speak of mine hut I lose strength. I 

„apier reluctant, therefore, to enter into particulars, unless

drive it ny the grace of tl, i'urm itself, which, in the morning, l found to be as large as
j hers, though the pain was not so bad. My daughter's pain in- 
jstantly left her, and the substance was gone befoie the following 
i night from both of us.
j On the 4th of March last she had been having a vapour 
: bath, and for fear she should get uncovered after she got to bed, 
I sat in the room with her to watch. I took up the Julvcator, a 

| spiritual work which 1 had, a day or two previous, received 
\ from London, While 1 was looking at it, a voice, in a whisper, 

R l n  j told me to make a few passes over my daughter's face. I won-
pr: . :  --•■•vtaut, therefore, to enter into particulars, unless r-e(1 at this, for I was not a mesmerist, and should not know

vg'tely to a confirmed Spiritualist. I what to do if she should go into the mesmeric sleep ; when the
n] > 8*r> return to Mrs. Marshall, I beg to say that I am : roive eame again, and said, ‘ Co and make the passes.’ 1 instantly 
f  to see notice taken of her power by an influential paper j „be.yed the invisible agent, aud commenced making the passes 
for She has power to do all that Spiritualists can desire j ()Ver head and face, when, to my great surLriae, she closed
_ r the conviction of the sceptic and the dissemination of truth, ; - ’ ■ ■ ' • . . . .  .
od has, ;uu] -will do, wonders in that way. That she may be 
cssed with health, and yourself too. in order that you may 

/ ’"Jointly and separately continue the great work, is the wish 
1 your sincere well-wisher.

II. AVh itak i .i:.

, I 've  have received a couple of diagrams of the knotted hand- j answered by three more raps, meaning Yes. I then as 
'c*reliiet* aJHuled to. IVe shall be glad to shew them to liieiids . wished to communicate to mo through the alphabet,! 
"'crested.—Ed. 8’. 7’.] 1 raps came, meaning No. I looked towards the table, w<

SECTARIANISM.
Tl,

are
Pierced'

e very essence of Sectarianism is inhumanity. Its voices 
groans from the body of him whom it has broken and

her eyes and went to sleep. 1 soon lost sight oi her face, for she 
was enveloped in the nervo vital fluid, and while I was looking 
at the fluid, 1 saw on the pillow, by her side, a shadow, the form 
of a head and shoulders of a man or woman, and as soon as my 
eyes rested upon it, passed over my daughter and I lost it. In­
stantly three laps came on a table, about a yard or so from me. 
1 then asked if it was a Spirit that made those raps, and it

ked if it 
and two 
mderiig

what to do next. Presently 1 felt as though I was going to fall 
through the floor ; then the clock in the room struck four times 
aud stopped, although the time by the same clock was twenty 
minutes past eleven. This, to mo, was very strange, for it ap­
peared to me as though the Spirit passed from my daughter to 
the table, and from the table, through me. to the clock, to con­
vince me that it was spirit power. I then went to my daughtercj . I t s  word is “ unity”  still; but it is the unity of a , 

j l<l 'le> a section, a party, a denomination; the ground of it is : and found her Btill asleep (for, to tell you the truth, I began to be 
v i l l u s  barrenness itself—being an assent, not of the heart to I alarmed.) I had heard of reverse passes, therefore 1 made a 

Principles, but of tlie head to speculative teuets ; the bond j few, and she awoke, to my great delight, tor I was afraid 1 could 
11 is exceedingly attenuated, for it is outward attachment, to the i not wake her. I asked her if she hud heard the raps <tc., but 

;  the spirit o f it is dry and technical—sometimes bitter -  j she said she had not heard them, lor she had been asleep. This 
» “ igoted. It uses God’s feir, liberal world, as a field for j proved to me a connection between Mesmerism and Spiritualism, 
y t,3a,i warfare, and raises the play of theological argument to and I am satisfied that there is some great meaning attached tu 
/liic! Uily au absorbing interest in life. The in ject for this, but. 1 have not learned wlmt it is. T, Duhnt.i,.— The British
i» *?” its unity is constituted, and the end for which it is used, ; Spiritual Telegraph. 

16 building up of a ci..vmu, or the extending of a denomina- ] Dudley,
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A  L E C T U R E ,

By the A uthor o f  The Two Worlds, 
in  Review of a Course of Lectures on Spiritualism, at South-Place, 

Chapel, Finsbury,

By the R ev. M. D. Co:*w a y .

Delivered at the Spiritual/Lyceum, April 2nd.

T ub Chapel, South-Place, Finsbury, will long be held in grateful remem­
brance by many minds as the scene of the pulpit ministrations of W il­
liam Johnson Fox, one of the best and clearest thinkers, and most accom­
plished orators of this or indeed of any age. He laboured for many 
years, and with eminent success, to show that the freest thought could 
co-exist with the deepest faith ; that not only was religion not incom­
patible with the advancement and elevation of mankind, but that, di­
vested of the trappings and rust which bad gathered around it, it was an 
essential element of human progress; and ho delighted to trace its bear­
ings in literature, philosophy, science, art, freedom, social economy, and 
whatever tended to advance the best interests of humanity. That Chapel 
was, therefore, a place of worship, and something more—a Spiritual 
Lyceum, for the cultivation of the spiritual nature in harmonious co-opera­
tion with the reflective and reasoning faculties. The congregation 
assembling there have been accustomed to a variety of topics, a breadth of 
treatment, and an absence of conventionality; and have so acquired a 
degree of mental independence, and admit in their pulpit a degree of 
freedom, conspicuous even among tho churches of Unitarian or liberal 
Christianity. Perhaps in no other church in tho metropolis, or, indeed, 
in England, could a chapter from tho New Testament have been followed 
by a reading from Voltaire, after tho fashion of Mr. Comvay on last Sun­
day morning. This congregation was, therefore, in some respects, one of 
the fittest to entertain the discussion of a subject everywhere 
spoken against, as, if true to their own professions and general 
practice, they would consider it, on its own independent evidences, un­
affected by the obloquy and clamour of the press and other misleaders of 
public opinion.

Mr. Conway is known to many present as an American clergyman, and 
an earnest reformer and philanthropist, who lias especially exerted him­
self, »nd made personal sacrifices, to promote the abolition of negro 
slavery. Many present had the pleasure of listening to him in this 
Lyceum a few Sundays ago, and those who did so must liavo been favour­
ably impressed with the evident sincerity and earnestness, as well as 
general uhility, which lie then evinced. When, then, a course of Lectures 
on .Spiritualism by .Mr. Conway was announced, I anticipated 
that the question would meet not only fair and eundid treatment, 
hut that it would be fully and thoroughly examined. On the whole, there 
is no reason to take exception to these lectures on tho former ground. 
Mr. Conway, according to the light he has, has shown an evident dispo­
sition to do justice to his theme, lie  treated Spiritualism with respect, 
u* deserving of most careful consideration for its social and humanitarian 
tendencies, and as the greatest spontaneous movement of heart and brain 
that hud originated with the common people since the birth of Christianity. 
This declaration, however, served only to increase my disappointment 
at the very imperfect and inadequate representation of tho subject which 
Mr. Conway in these four lectures has given. This, I think, resulted 
mainly from two causes. It soon became evident, ns these lectures pro­
ceeded, that Mr. Conway was treating the subject not only, or chiefly, for 
its own sake, but as a means of getting at something else—that he was 
applying it as a test of the faith of Christendom, and especially of the 
churches, in regard to the supernatural; and also for illustrating his own 
conceptions of the laws o f thought—of tho action and reaction of tho 
human mind in relation to nature and the supernatur.il. Now, these 
points, no doubt, «re worthy all the attention that lie has given thsrn, 
but 1 venture to suggest (especially as 1 see that Mr. Conway Is pre­
sent) that Spiritualism, hv his own admission, is a question of sufficient 
magnitude to be discussed per te on its own merits alone, without liny 
collateral issue; mid l hope that on some future mul lining occasion, 
Mr. Conway will give it his entire thought, and direct tho undivided at­
tention of his audience to its consideration.

But further, and without any disrespect to Mr. Comvay, it seemed that 
that gentleman had not a very deep or Intimate knowledge of the subject 
he had introduced ; obviously so, at least, in some of its phases. And it 
is worthy of renmrk—though, unhappily, his case in this respect is 
not a singular one— that it uas just on those [mints where, confessedly, 
he wn* least informed, that he spoke with the greatest confidence, ami 
pronounced his verdict with the most undoubting assurance.

Thus, in his first lecture, he told his hearers that lie hail been to tile 
Davenport exhibition on one occasion only, a few days previous. The 
meeting was a crowded one ; there was much excitement, and angry, 
hostile feeling. Mr, Conway had to make his own observations, with 
the *id of an opera-glass. These were certainly not very favourable con­
ditions for investigation; and It must be evident that no great weight 
could attach to any conclusion arrived at on such premises; and yet, 
with such slender ami imperfect evidence us was alone possible under 
these unfavourable circumstances, Mr. Conway i imbed to tho seat of 
judgment, and pronounced an adverse and most unqualified decision.

Of course, a man o f  Mr. Conway’s [lowers of mind could only arrive at 
such result on some ground that would he sntief.ictory and conclusive to 
t a  uwn mind at least. The consideration of the ground actually assigned 
hj^htm will lead u* si once into the heart o f Ins great difficulty m itccept- 

- nig Spiritualism—to the principle which seemed to ho involved in and 
to underlie ail his objeetions—to constitute their fundamental root and 
essence.

Mr, Conway then, assured hi» hearers that there were some statements 
which did not peed investigation, concerning which we might save our 
tiuia and labour ;— there was a certain touch-stone by which we could at 
ww« determine that certain alleged facta could not possibly ho true. 1

waited with eager expectation the announcement of this great discovery, 
for which the ages liavo waited—surely the most important ever com­
municated. He who could give the world a touch stone the application 
of which would at oneo detect the false currency that was being palmed 
upon us as the genuine coin of truth, would surely ho of all men the 
greatest benefactor of his race, llis name would shine in the intellectual 
firmament a star of the first magnitude, before whose splendour such lesser 
luminaries as Columbus and Galileo would pale their ineffectual fires. 1 
have heard of Fortunatus’s purse, of Aladdin's lamp, of Amphion's 
lyre, and of Herr Teuf'elsdrdekh’s Time-annihilating hat, but I would give 
all litose properties, if I had them, for this more magical, more miraculous 
touch-stone. And now this great gift was to he freely, unconditionally pre­
sented ; and we were at once to be put into possession of this short-cut—this 
royal road to truth. But when tho oracle had spoken, and the magic 
formula was uttered—

“  Oil, what a fall was there, my countrymen I ”
This precious touch-stone proved no bettor than a common pebble; 

the fairy gold we had been promised turned to worthless leaves.
We were told that the human mind contained within it an ideal of 

order, of fitness, of the necessary relations of things; and that whatever 
ivas contrary to this ideal was a violation of the laws of thought—an out­
rage on the human mind—and was, therefore, inconceivable, incredible, 
impossible.

Let us examine the truth of this proposition before considering the 
particular application made of it on this occasion.

No doubt it is true, and the truth is a very important one, that every 
mind, consciously or unconsciously, forms to itself a certain ideal o f the 
true, the beautiful, and the good. It is well to bring this image of the 
mind clearly and vividly within the light of our own consciousness, so that 
we may approximate ever nearer and nearer to our highest conceptions, 
and grow towards tho perfect stature of a man.

But this is very different from making our ideals the test and measure 
of truth. These fulfil none of the necessary conditions: they are not con­
sistent, absolute—“ an ever-fixed mark;”  not like the Polar Star, which 
guides mariners in every sea, hut rather like the boat whose course is 
affected by winds and tides and storms. They are variable both with in­
dividuals and communities. Geography and chronology, time, place,and 
circumstance ;—the state of society, the condition of civilisation, as well 
as individual idiosyncraeies, have much to do with their formation- 
Take, by way of illustration, one or two of those questions with which, as 
a clergyman, Mr. Conway will ho most familiar.

If (outside of a very limited area, to which I shall presently refer) our 
ideas wero a test of truth, wo should ox pile t it to be so in our conception 
of the Divinity—of tho Highest, the Absolute, the Perfect. And yet, ho»' 
far is this from tho reality ! We find in early times that the gods weie 
earth-dwellers—beings little removed from ordinary humanity;—they 
loved, they fought, they feasted, they conversed familiarly with men, 
they assembled on tho brow of lngli Olympus, they walked in the garden 
in tho cool of the evening. The earliest form of society was that of the 
Family. We have a faithful picture of this condition presented in the 
Book of Genesis. Tho patriarch was surrounded by his children and 
grandchildren, his numerous domestics, and his Hocks and herds. They 
wandered over the vast plains of Asia as fresh water and pasturage were 
needed, or circumstances required. Well, the God they worshipped— 
that is, their ideal of God—grew out of these conditions. He was a 
patriarchal Doity— a household God—the God of tho family or tribe, the 
Hod of Abraham, of Isaac, anil of Jacob. Ho dwelt with them in their 
tents: He accompanied them in their wanderings: lie  promised, as the 
reward of their obedience, the increase of their cattle, and the multipli­
cation of their posterity. As tho Family, the tribe grow and became a 
nation—their ideal el Deity expanded— He was to them a local—a 
national God—their special Protector—the God of Israel. As they 
emerged from a pastoral into an invading mid a warliko people, and came 
in conflict with surrounding nations, Jehovah to their minds became the 
Lord of Hosts—tho God of tho Armies o f Israel: He was invoked by 
their poet-warrior ns his swonl and buckler—his strong tower, and wall 
of defence—the Lord who taught his arms to war, and his fingers to 
light. As society assumed u more settled form, ns order prevailed, and 
tho supremacy of law and government was established, then the ideal of 
God was that of tho Great Lawgiver—of the Sovereign Judge— whose 
law was their delight, and in the keeping of whose statutes there was 
great reward. In the time of their adversity, when a vanquished and 
subject people, then, in the bitterness of their captivity, they cried to 
God us their Redeemer, their Deliverer who was to break every yoke, 
to restore the kingdom unto Israel, mid reign over all their enemies. And 
when One came among them with Diviner insight, in whose pure and holy 
nature was reflected nil the glories of Divinity, an ideal was presented 
transcending nil that tho popular mind had hitherto conceived. To Him, 
God was not local, partial, warlike, vindictive, to he specially worshipped 
in this mountain or in that temple: lie was tho God of the, whole, earth 
— a Spirit to he spiritually worshipped by his spiritual and reasonable 
creatures, lie  had made of one blood all nations of men, and they were 
to conceive of him under tho most endearing relation—to worship him a* 
Oua Fatiiuk.

The corresponding ideals of Heaven are equally divergent. At first. 
Heaven seems to liavo been located, not in some far-off region, but in our 
homely earth. It was placed, not in the future, but in the past ; it was 
not so much a hopo as a memory—not an anticipation, but a recollection- 
It is a fact significant in its hearings on those modern theories which re­
gard man as a development from the lower animal creation, that the 
earliest legends and traditions are not of a tinio when man roamed the 
forest, half-brother to the ape, but of a Garden of Kden, o f a Golden Age. 
when man was nearer to tho angel-world, when there was no flaw in the 
integrity of Ids nature. Primeval man was in more direct communion 
with nature, and hence tho earliest and purest ideals of lleaven were the 
reflection and exaltation of all natural beauty, untainted by sorrow, and 
unsoiled by sill—of Paradise, and Elysian fields, and Islands of the Blest, 
where Spring was robed iu immortal beauty— where flowers withered not, 
ami tho groves were of never-fading verdure, and the flowing watera wi re 
shaded Ivy the 'free of Life. Ami then, us men congregated together,
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""d society became more complex, men conceived of Heaven more as a 
«octal state—as the Holy City, New Jerusalem—with its pearly gates, 
ai»l its golden streets, and its joyous songs of the redeemed, like the 
•?Und of many waters, and its worshipping multitudes. To the Indian, 
" e»vea is a happier hunting ground, as—to to the grim Northmen of 
Europe, whose lives were spent, in feasting and in fight— Heaven, the 
'"alhalla of the Gods, was the scene of ever-renewed battle and banquet. 
*° the Turk, with his warmer climate and more sluggish and sensuous 
nalure, Heaven is a place of voluptuous enjoyment, where he will he waited 

by dark-eyed houris, and surrounded by sensual delights; while the 
.Phlegmatic but intellectual Saxon pictures forth a metaphysical, transcen- 
?®rital Heaven of contemplation, and music, and worship, and the en­
joyment of the beatific vision. Dut, it may be said, that these illus- 
uations belong to the realm of abstraction pieced out by hints and an- 
alogies, and the workings of the mind upon them and upon itself. I answer, 
‘hat for that reason they offer the best test of the principle under eon- 

ration, as they approach so nearly to the realm of the pure ideal. 
“ ut will it fare better if we test it by cases based on familiar and universal
hhservation ?

Nothing is more familiar to us than the human form. Surely then 
e Heal of beauty—beauty in form— in its highest degree, will be con- 

¡"»t, universal, admitting of no deviation ; if there be any ideal which 
• a touchstone of truth, we would expect to find it here. Is it so ?

ef Us see. The Carib mother flattens the heads of her children that 
p  may correspond with the Carib ideal o f beauty; the Chinese mother, 
r°r lbe same reason, cripples her daughters feet, and 1 have heard it 
'Potted that some ladies nearer home cripple the more vital portions of 
e,t own bodily frame, under the same impression, that in this matter 

are wiser than God, and can bv their own devices improve the shape 
a has given them. The Egyptian ladies blacken their eyebrows 
?. bnger-naHs, our British ancestors coloured their bodies, and, it is 
nispered, that some relics of this custom still remain among their 
Attendants. Some savage tribes bore their noses for the insertion of 
‘ »»Bients, and some people who are not savages, hole their ears for the 

».He purpose. Among the Bornouese, corpulence is the test of beauty. 
A - Banting, if he sought to carry out his theory among the fair sex in 
tJat region, would be regarded as a monster. The belle of the village 
/ ‘Me ¡s t[)e Qne wp0 wejg|13 the heaviest. An ideal of beauty not with- 
j “ ‘ its ad vantages, as it admits of the settlement of rival claims by the 
“'Partial arbitration of the nearest weighing machine.

Ur again, test this theory of the ideal by its application to the prae- 
nti'ans oflife. I mentioned a few Sunilaysago that when Stephenson 
talked of travelling by the locomotive at the rate of ter, or twelve 

of n an hour, ,10 found all the practical mind as well as all the theory 
jt ‘ no country arrayed against him. It was so contrary to experience, 

s? violated the existing ideal of the fitness and nature of things, that 
q 8'neers o f the greatest weight assured the Committee of the House of 

onnnons that any engineer w ho could propose a scheme for such a 
ieef086 must he out of his senses, and a fit candidate for Bedlam. They 
* u 1 tlle thing impossible and undeserving of investigation, and 
Oji“ "i have dismissed it in its summary a manner as Mr. Conway dis- 
,«8ed the phenomena of the Davenport exhibition.
*"stead of testing alleged facts by our ideals, the true method is just 

JW c°nverse of this, we should lest Use truth o f  out ideals by the care- 
v “. observation o f  facts. That is the true method of philosophical in- 

and the only method of any real value. When some friends of 
J r fsaac Newton thought that some facts had been discovered, o f which 
j. effect would be to call in question the truth of one of his great
' " I C f t V f i . ;  . 1  t . . » _ l    I. J* »e. I , ! n ,  n s  » u n t l i r  o a  n n c c i K I n

!?s

"uyeries, they were anxious to break it to him as gently as possible, 
"king it might cause him pain, but the great philosopher only tclt in- 
Ated in what he heard, remarking, It may be so; there is no argu
«gainst fact and experiment.”  That is just the difference between

(J*’Uethocl o f the Spiritualists and that of Mr. Conway. lie  would 
a  .^eir facts by a pre-existing ideal in his mind of the possible and 

.""Possible ; they, on the contrary, like Sir Isaac, refer to the arbi- 
2.°" of tact and experiment.

I _ "at veracious traveller, Mr. Lemuel Gulliver, tells of an island called 
‘ "Puta, where philosophers are engaged in very abstruse researches, such 

h ’" ‘ ^ractit'g moonbeams from cucumbers. It1 I remember rightly it is 
Ph'l °  us °fi a certa'':I tailor who carried on business on “  strictly 

tioaophieal principles.”  He had, from the depths of his own cou­
th T ne8s, excogitated an ideal man, a model o f perfect symmetry of 
0 ? "ntnan form ; and he made all his garments to fit this ideal form, 
j c°brse, it sometimes happened that they didn’t fit his actual cus- 
Uo Crs' But what of that ? lie  could demonstrate that they ought to 
v !° i if they were not up to this ideal that was their misfortune, but it 
Cflf-tlloir business and no concern of his. In like manner, Mr. Conway 
j j . tles on the business of thinking on “  strictly philosophical principles.”  
the* ‘ <*eals “ re ready made; the facts ought to fit his theory—what if 

don’ t ? Well, I suppose—so much the worse for the facts.
«im At tlie Davenport exhibition,”  said Mr. Conway, “  I saw the hand, 
<loA090<i to bea manifestation from the spirits; I saw distinctly, without 
and •l , Ii bun>*n hand. Now, we know of whata human hand is formed, 
do *•* therefore, impo-sible that spirits could have had anything to 
jjl with it.’1 Here we perceive how & false theory may be not only 
f,f but mischievous, ns not only a hindrance to the recognition 
I,: . " 6 true character of phenomena, hut as necessarily engendering sus- 

*nd leading to the imputation offrnud. That in this instance the iro* 
huroi "  Waa unfounded, was virtually confessed by Air. Conway on the 
in th ^ following the lecture in which it had been advanced; he having, 
>Ut *** 'otorvnl, been appointed on the Committee of Investigation at a 
‘ hew<5Ucnt ‘ ¿«uce, and ut which he was able to fully satisfy himself of 

"aM es  o f  the mediums. Had not his first conclusion been predi­
al^“  ° n a fal,e theory, he would not have been led to an inconsiderate 
,. e,1'ent which subsequent experience, a few days after, made it no- 

to recall.
*>ui i l'oint of the objection, it will on reflection be seen, depends
wa„, . the ideal formed of the nature of a Spirit. What Mr. Con- 
h ... * "H"! 1» he did not inform us, and 1 am unable to divine, but, if it 

Hi like what metaphysical writers and theologians have put forward,

the objection is reasonable and has great force. Metaphysicians tell us 
that of spirit itself we know nothing ; but then, despite the maxim that 
‘‘ nothingcan come of nothing,” out of this nothing they contrive to 
extract what they think to be something. The process is simple and 
ingenious—a neat little sum in subtraction. Spirit is the converso of 
body; you have therefore only to obstruct all the qualities of body and 
find your remainder, and that is Spirit. Thus body has form, colour, 
extension, and is conditioned in space. Spirit, therefore, must have 
neither form, colour, nor extension, and cannot occupy space. It be­
comes nobody and goes nowhere. What then is the remainder? Well 
we are variously told that it is “  a pure essence,”  a “  thinking principle,”  
a ' ‘ substance uneotnpounded and without parts,”  “ an unextended 
indivisible monad,”  “ a pure simplicity.”  I hope you may find some 
satisfaction in these phrases, and in such a future as, according to the 
Gospel of Metaphysics, lies before you. For my otvn part, I would as 
soon join the Laputan philosopher to extract moonbeams from cucumbers 
as make the attempt. We are, however, consoled with the assurance 
that when we have thus reached our lowest terms, being without parts 
we are not any further divisible, and hence are indestructible. It must 
be a great pleasure to know that when we become nonentities we cannot 
be annihilated.

Now if Mr. Conway’s ideal o f the human spirit be anything like this 
I can fully appreciate his difficulty. Ilow can an indivisible monad 
possess members, or a pure simplicity exhibit bands? This, however, 
is not the ideal which Spiritualism puts forward. I believe that the only 
true ideal, because it is the actual, is that presented by the eminent 
spiritual seer, Swedenborg; and his statements on this head are fully 
confirmed by the modern mediumship and manifestations, Swedenborg 
taught that the spirit was the inner, the essential man ; that it was in the 
human form ; or, rather, that we liad this bodily form, because such was 
the spirit form. The body being to the spirit, what the elpthing is to the 
body, only corresponding to and fitting it far more perfectly. As when 
we take off our clothes wo still retain our bodily form, so when we put 
off “  this muddy vesture of decay,”  we stand forth in our true spiritual 
body ; for, as St. Paul long since taught, “  there is a natural body and 
there is a spiritual body.”  We are disembodied but not unembodied. 
These views were advanced by Swedenborg, not merely as speculation but 
from things “  seen and heard ”  by him in the Spirit-World, and of which he 
lias given us several “  Memorable Relations.”

I f  then tile Spirit be the real man, it must have the form, the members, 
everything which constitutes the man; and consequently, a spirit-haml. 
Is it impossible then for a Spirit to temporally clothe the hand with a 
material covering so as to render it visible and tactual? Ilow  this is 
done, it is not now necessary to discuss, but that it is done is not a matter 
of speculation but of observation and testimony. W e have all read, and 
Christinndom professes to believo the record, that in ancient times a 
Spirit-hand did appear, not to obscure and ignorant persons, but to King 
Dnrius on his throne, surrounded by bis astonished and terrified courtiers; 
aye, and the band was seen to write, so that there was not only the Spirit- 
hand, but direct Spirit-writing also. The evidence of this phenomenon 
recurring in our own times, not in one instance or with one medium alone, 
is before the world, and nono have been able to disprove it. And here, 
I may incidnetally remark, we may begin to see the necessity of 
mediumship, and of the strict observance of certain conditions which 
experience shows to be necessary or favourable to such manifestations, 
but which ineonsidernto people are too apt to overlook; for if spirits are 
to manifest nt all through physical channels, it can only be in accordance 
with those laws which govern physical conditions and their corresponding 
spiritual relations.

Why should not] a Splrlt-haml bo made sensiblo to vision ? The 
history, the religion, the traditions of all nations and times, ayo, I might 
say, the history and traditions of almost every family and household, 
testify to the appearance not of the Spirit-hand alone, but of the entire 
form. And if the entire form of a Spirit cun lie made visible, how much 
more easy it must be, one would think, to make visible only a single 
member of that form.

When, then, Mr. Comvay tells us Spirit-manifestations are incredible, 
this alone is a sufficient answer :—That it is and has ever been one of 
the most universal faiths of mankind. It is of no use for a man to assert 
that he cannot ho put in the stocks when lie is already there.

But let us go a little further into this question. Spirit-manifestations 
are incredible. That is the assertion. Let us ask how’and where this 
incredibility begins. I can understand that an Atheist may say, “  Sir, 
there is no Spiritual World, there are no spiritual agencies, consequently, 
can bo no spiritual manifestations.’ ’ Were 1 reasoning with such a per­
son, I should in substance reply ;—“  The argument is at least, consistent, 
given the truth of the premises, and the inference undoubtedly follows. 
But the truth of these premises is the point in question, and tlieir false­
hood is proved by the very facts you impugn on the strength o f your own 
unfounded assumption.”  But there is no need in the present instance to 
follow out this line of argument, as the Spiritual World and the immor­
tality of the soul are on both sides fully recognised. But it may lielji to 
make the question clearer if we ask, in the first instance, What is a Spirit ?
I am now not speaking of the form, but of its interior nature, of that 
which is necessary to its conscious personal identity. Whatever differ­
ences there may no on this point, I think we shall ut least agree, that the 
Spirit must possess intelligence, volition, affections. Without these there 
could be no continuous life— no conscious identity. The future life 
would be altogether independent of the present life. Memory is an in­
tegral pat t of our intelligence, in its absence there could be no continuous 
intellectual life. How significant are the words in the parable,—‘ ’ Son, 
Remf.mbek that thon in thy life-time,”  Ac. Ah 1 wlmt a joyful, and it 
may lie also, a terrible word, is that;—He member. How penetrating, how 
all-pervading should he the consideration, that not’ alonetho actions— 
hut that every thought, every secret impulse, our temptations, our shames 
ar.d triumphs—all are written by ourselves in indelible characters in the 
book of our own immortal life. Can then, I ask, can the tender devoted 
mother—ready to sacrifice her life—nay, why did sacrifice her life for her 
child, daily and hourly sacrificing the ease, the comforts, the enjoyments 
— that which tu the merely selfish nature is the life oflife. Is it incredible



126 T HE S P I R I T U A L  TI MES. [ Saturday, April 22, I860.

that, when removed from that child by the change of death, leaving it 
perchance among strangers ; is it incredible, I ask, that she should still 
remember that once loved—may we not say, still loved one? A h ! is 
it not incredible (incredible I am sure it must bo to the heart of every 
mother) that she can ever forget it, ever cease to take an intelligent in­
terest in its welfare?
Would there exist the desire to manifest that affection ? Who that 
knows anything of the nature of affection can for an instant doubt i t ! 
Does the lover not seek to pour forth his passion ? Does the affectionate 
child not desire to sit on the mother's knee, and clasp its chubby arms 
around her neck ? or the mother not desire that it should nestle in her 
bosom ? Love, and the desire to manifest that love, are indeed inseparable 5 
But if love, and the desire to manifest love, survive death, is it, finally, 
incredible that that desire should he realised ? We are told that Heaven 
¡9 a place of perfect happiness; but could there be perfect happiness if 
one of one of the most legitimate—one of the strongest and holiest de­
mands of our nature were to remain ungratified ?

And that demand is mutual. It has gone up from the heart of every 
people and nation through all time. It has the force of a universal in­
stinct. Only a few days ago we had the pleasure of listening, in these 
rooms, toun elaborate argument from Mr. Conway to prove the immor­
tality of man. Jle argued that wherever Cod had implanted an instinct 
—a strong natural desire—he had provided for its gratification. Thu de­
sire, the craving, the instinct for immortality was the Divine pro­
mise and pledge of immortality. Whatever f  »rce there may be in 
this argument, and I think it lues great force, applies in an almost equal 
degree, to the craving of the heart tor spiritual communion. Who that 
has loved and lost, lias not longed with passionate yearning for some 
token—some affectionate remembrance—a word of consolation, a 
look of forgiveness ? In the agony of bereavement we cry —

*• () for the touch of a vanished hand.
And the sound of a voice that is still!”

The heart pleads for spiritual communion, reason attests its truth, and 
the full tide of human experience flowing through the ages hears on its 
broad waters the evidence of a Love that conquers Death and

“  Springs immortal in the human breast.”
Let us look at the objection in another aspect. Father the facts alleged 
by spiritualists are incredible, or the general conclusion they deduce from 
them is so. One or the other it must bo, if either. Now take the most 
common phenomena of the current manifestations—those to which Mr. 
Conway more particularly referred; the rapping* without visible or 
known agency, the movements of ponderable bodies, the exhibition <>f 
the ”  Spirit.hand.”  Now these tilings, in the firsr instance, are matters 
of simple observation, of which the senses take cognisance, and of the 
reality of which they are fully competent to judge. For observe, the 
senses have nothing to do with the caues of phenomena. Whether 
those to which Mr. ( ouuay referred are consul by muscular agency, nr 
electricity, or a new force, «»rsp rt-power, the senses cannot, and do not 
profess to determine. It sa bey on 1 their province. Hut they can deter­
mine whether sound* are heird, whether a table rises in the air, or bauds 
are visible. Their testim my 01 th •’*»-„» points cannot bo affected, or be 
rendered unworthy ofbelief, by the judgment we form as to tin; agencies 
concerned in tludr production Do then th .*«».» phenomena In come in- 
crudihle only when we attribute them to «junta il age icy ? Or is it only 
the belief in Mieb agency* that is in -red.hie ? Hut liei e the question is no 
longer one of phenomena, btu o f reasoning. If that is wrong, point out 
where and how. L*t us know what is the Haw in the argument. It is 
not a question of credibility, hut of right reasoning, of sound logic.

Of courM’ I cannot now enter into that argument,--into the general 
evidences or Spiritualism, f would only, to prevent misunderstanding, 
remark that no mere s mad* or movements or sights, however eccentric 
and unaccountable, would of themselves prove a spiritual agency ; they 
might possibly furnish probabilities of iho existence of a *• new forced' 
but that is all. When, however, the«« are combined with tin* qualities 
of which I have spoken—intelligence, will, affection, the conditions of 
the problem are no longer the sum.». If I receive a telegram informing 
me, for instance, that Mr. Conway Is about to begin a course of lectures 
at Finsbury Chapel, 1 don’t attribute the message to electricity ; or the 
wires, or a new force, or to some latent intelligence, evolved from the 
battery ; but to an intelligent correspondent, * ho employs tho telegraph 
a.* his medium of communication. Ho the table, the raps, ami other 
means, arc but the instruments, the telegraphs for spiritual communica­
tion.

D Spiritualism incredible from lack of evidence? On this point Mr. 
Conway'*testimony was full mid explicit. Undrew a parallel between 
the evidence for Scripture miracles ami for the modern manifestations. 
Those occurred eighteen centuries ugo,iu a rude, unscientific ago, credulous 
of marvel and miracle ; these, in our own day -in a eullivat il,sci«.nfide, 
critical, materialistic age; lb»*«« were atu-^to l by units, tncse. by multi­
tude* ; tho withe-*» of those were obscure illiterate fi.-henmu, not 
exactly »uiioi», said Mr. (making .1 newhat uuclericul joke)
muriuva, ami we have a proverb as to the credulity of tout class of per- 
■onsj iH>n.e of the wilhes-es ./f them are men of high distinction in 
ijteralu'c and tciewe ; the record* ofltiojo were not written till many 
y««r* after they were said to have occurred, and arc of doubtful author, 
»hip ; the*«? have been written at the time ami place of their occuircuce, 
by living men who can he questioned and cross-examined, ami their evi­
dence ha< the publicity o f tho printing press, which at tho time of the 
former was unknown. Mr. Conway went on to show that the conditions 
under which some of the Ancient marvel« took place, were similar to those 
of *>,ue- o f tho modern marvels ; and he made a series of comparisons to 
»how that on the score of dignity, the modern tmimfestations were on a 
par wita *01110 ot tho?«.* which th»* belie/ otag » ha** consecrated ; and lie 
finally declared that nh'le tho evid^oc* for the ancic.it miracles would not 
he Mffttch » ’ to Mind a man to p.*i* m lor a day, one-fourth of the evidence 
fm Spiruu.d; -m WouM warrant a j r> in sending n m m t > the gallows.

If, with all ;hk admitted evidence, Spirumthmi i* still Incredible, 1 
fear it must ever remain wn The verdict *h mid bo, not »imply in Mr

Conway urged, “  not proven”  but, “  not p r o v e a b l e It is not that the 
evidence is not sufficient, but that nr> evidence can suffice.

I intimated in the early part of this lecture that though I could not 
recognise tho ideal as a touchstone of truth, thero are certain necessary 
truths with which no other truth can conflict,— such as the truth 
of the multiplication table, and of tire problems of Euclid. Bevond the 
truths of number and form, which admit of demonstration, we soon 
into debateable ground. There are, however, certain moral instincts or 
laws, corresponding, I think, to mathematical truths, inasmuch as th« 
mind cannot conceive them to ho otherwise. For instance, let the mind 
realise tho idea that God is Love—the Infinite Good ; that he is the Ur11" 
vernal Father, loving His children with a deeper and truer love than that 
of any earthly parent. I f  then any one should attribute to Him conduct 
of which no parent, no good man— no hud man even, would be guilty, 
would not this be as incredible, as manifestly impossible as that two and 
two make ten, or that the definition of a triangle is identical with that of 
a circle.

Again, it would violate the laws of the human mind to believe that 
effects could be without causes, or be the result of causes obviously and 
demonstrably inadequate to their production. Thus, when Mr. Conway 
attributes the movements of tables at seances to the involuntary piessurc 
of bands upon them, it may possibly apply to some cases, but when, ns ha3 
happened in my own experience, a delicate woman has rested only the 
tips oilier fingers lightly on the upper surface of a table, which has risen 
from tho ground notwithstanding the utmost effort of two powerful 
muscular men to keep it dewn ; or when, again, as has also happened m 
my experience, and in t he presence of witnesses some of whom may be 
now present, it has risen without contact, at the distance of more than a 
yard from anyone present, and lias kept perfect lime to a tune played, 
like a baton in the hand of a music master, then, to attribute such phe­
nomena to the cause named by Mr. Conway, is to assign them to acau** 
manifestly inadequate to their production, or non-existent; it is, as he 
would say, to kl outrage the Jaws of thought,”  and, is therefore ”  in" 
credible and impossible.” ►Spiritualism violates no necessary truth of 
mathematics or of morals, nor does it affirm that phenomena occur with- 
out a cause adequate to their production. To affirm that they ar® 
caused by invisible or spiritual agency, is not to say that they are urr 
caused. All causes are invisible, and we need trace them hack but» 
very little way to find that they are so. I lift this book, it is—a nianift*' 
tation of spiritual force. Yes. Tho hand that raises it is moved by tin* 
muscles of the arm, which art* acted on by the brain and nervt’9 * 
hut what is it which acts upon them ? The impelling power is not in th* 
body. There is no movement in a corpse: it is the indwelling sp»llf 
which move« and acts. And if the spirit has this power while tabernacled 
in clay, may not tho free«! spirit have the power to move a hook, or tabl** 
or to mp, or otherwise manifest its presence according to its intelligence* 
and Hiirnmmling conditions ?

Tho final conclusion of Mr. Conway was, that in Spiritualism there 13 
n small nucleus of facts, chiefly of the mesmeric kind, but that attached 
to this, like the tail of u comer, is a vast body of superstition. fc* Super- 
stitinu,”  that is mnv-u-da\s a terrible word; it is the bogey which 
frightens grown up people—there is, however, roallv no reason to be 
scared by ir, People simply mean by it some religious belief more com* 
prchemdvo, or sonm practice stricter than their own. Everybody think* 
Homo one else superstitious, and is in turn thought so himself. -Toth* 
Atheist, Mr. Conway is Hiipeistitious tor believing there is a God. l f e 
thinks that Dr. Gumming, for instance, is superstititious for believing in 
the miracles of the New Testament; ami hot)» think the Spiritual*8* 
superstitions for believing that miracles, so-called, occur in the N ineteenth 
century as in the First. If there is any superstition in believing facts--' 
not upon mere authority, hut upon fair evidence ami investigation — 
for one, am not anxious to put in a disclaimer.

But these facts are chiefly of a mesmeric character. W ell, there ar® 
some people who seem to think that giving a thing a name is equivalent 
to furnishing an explanation. ‘ “ Why is clay sticky ?”  asks a school* 
boy, ”  Because it has adhesive properties,”  sagely replies the pedagogue* 
The answer sounds learned, hut it may he doubted if the hoy i* any the 
wiser for it. Of what use is it to say that the facts of Spiritualism artf 
mesmeric, unless it can lie shown that there is no alliance between Mes­
merism ami Spiritualism—that they have no common origin—that Me*' 
nierism in none of its phases is the manifestation of «^spiritual power. Th»* 
Mr. Gunway did not attempt, it is not therefore necessary .to enter on thc 
consideration of this point, especially as the relation of Mesmerism 
Spiritualism was the topic of last Sunday’s lecture.

Hut in connection with this brunch of his subject, Mr. Conway re* 
lated an expriionec which first led him—ten years ago, to th-* consider­
ation of Spiritualism lie  was on a visit to Boston, am! his next neigh­
bour, with whom he frequently conversed in the garden, was an intelligent 
old gentleman, and a firm believer in Spiritualism, lie  was in the habit 
of visiting a Mrs. Freeman, a melium in Boston, through whom lie be* 
lieved himself to be in constant communication with hi« departed friends* 
Believing that his neighbour wan under a delusion, ami lasting hi* tin** 
ami money, Mr. Con way remonstrated, and at length the old gentleman 
to him “  \r oil go to Mrs. Freeman and if you don’t get something satisfactory 
I ’ ll give up going there.” Mr. Conway went to Mrs. Freeman, who was puj 
into the inenmeric state, and they were left alone. ** Do you wish me*\ 
she then said, “ to visit the Spirit-World or some place on earth*
“  Do to tt.y home, and tell mo what is doing there,”  was the reply. * 
was a perfect stranger in Boston,”  said Mr. Conway, "and l was *ur# 
no one there could know anything about me.”  Mrs. Freeman the» 
gave an accurate description of Mr. Conway’s house in Virginia; hut»35 
the description might have applied also to other houses, this did not 
for much. She then described certain conversations and even!« as taking 
place, and gave the name of u gentleman there—-a name utterly unkno*« 
to Mr. Conway. '!” e whole circumstance» seemed «0 improbable th*}1 
ho abruptly closed the interview ; and wJhmi he got back he informed h li 
neighbour tlmt Mrs. Freeman bad told 1 im wlmt ho was sure emild i‘nt 
possibly he true. Tho old gentleman seemed dlacoucurted but kept hi* 
word, am] fora week «lid not go to Mr». Freeman’» ; hut at the end of ‘'J 
week* Mr. Conway received a letter trom home, rehuii.g very unexpected
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occurrences, so similar to what Mrs. Freeman had told him, including 
the very name she had mentioned—that of an entire stranger—that Mr. 
Conway felt himself bound in honour to tell his neighbour how the case 
Actually stood. “  But this,”  said Mr. Conway “ though extraordinary, 

have been only Clairvoyance or it might have been hut coincidence.”  
Clairvoyance,”  well, that is simply a statement of the fact, it is no 

®xPlanation of it. Of course there was clear seeing, but what we want to 
know is what or who was thus clear-seeing. It could not have been 
kntural vision, for Mrs. Freeman’s eyes were closed, and had they been 
“Pen ever so wide, she could not have seen what was taking place five 
hundred miles away. But there was also clear hearing for she gave an 
uccount of the conversation as well as of the ev'nts : more, there was 
Wind reading, for she gave the name of a stranger there, evidently the 
knowledge of a fnct within the consciousness of the individual. This may 
"a'’e been the development of some latent spiritual power in Mrs. Free- 
Wjm, or it may have been a spirit-friend of Mr. Conway’ s, desirous 
. his convincement, and who communicated through her organism. In 

either case, it was what I think I am justified in calling a spiritual mnni- 
““lation, certainly it was not the reading of Mr. Conway's thoughts, in 
any sense, as his only thought on the matter was, that it was all untrue.
, But “  it might have been only coincidence.’ ’ Th:s is only another 

of changes on words. Of course, it was coincidence, that is, the 
things— Mrs. Freeman's statement and the facts—were in agreement. 

**Ui» for this phrase to have any meaning as an explanation, it must be 
n̂derxtorul to mean, th it it was an un<leai<jnc(U unconnected coincidence. 
ut let any one consider the probabilities of the ease, and be will at once 

the absurdity of this explanation. As many houses as there are in 
Jjtoeriea (to go no further; so many to one are the chances against 
“ le particular one in request being selected; as many ns are the probable 
*°pic8 of conversation, so many to one me the chances against just the right 
j^e being hit ; so with the facts described; so with the name given ; and 

you have to consider these chances not only singly, but in combi­
nation. Let any one trva simple experiment, 'lake the letters o f the 
J'Phabet, and put them separately in a hag, then shake them out, and 
n°w long will it be before they so combine as to form a word—any word ; 
®r,d how much longer before they indicate a particular word; how much 
ionger before thevlorm themselves into sentences, describing a complex 
Juries of transactions ? I snot the supostition of the possibility of anything 
j!*® this so inconceivable us to violate the laws of the human mind, and 
^ » n s  Mr. Conway tells us, he incredible.

fk °me other explanations were hinted at. The raps, Mr. Conway 
nought, proceeded from bodily electricity, and which, as in the ease of 

*he fiymnotus, could he projected at will* lhit every medium for the 
iap8 knows that they cannot be projected at will—that any action wlmt- 

of the will is a disturbance of the necessary conditions of their 
Infestation, that a state of passivity is a primary comlitiun. Nor are 

^"the sounds confined, as Mr. Conway seemed to think, to a little ticking 
02*n Hke that of a watch. In the Memorial presented to the Congress 

ois country on this subject, signed hv thirteen thousand persons, it is 
ated in enumerating a ‘  variety of sounds "  that ‘ ’ at times powerful 

^Jicussions occur, not unlike distant thunder or the discharge of ar- 
tuierv,”

^Rftin, Mr. Conway considered the modern manifestations might 
P°*sibly arise from peculiarities of climate and organization. Thus, in 
^erica , where they have taken place on the largest scale, this might 
?ri*® from its cold drv atmosphere, and from the highly nervous organ- 
u *tion of the people, who, l was astonished to learn, were deficient in 
®'le. of the tissues foundin other races. Now, l am far from thinking 
f  Physical conditions have nothing to do with this subject. W e know, 
.^instance, that the marvellous faculty of second-sight is found chiefly 
n Highlands of Scotland, and other mountainous regions. Any 
^»festations through physical channels mustconioim to physical con- 

l0n*. and the laws governing their relations 
^ndhere I mnv remark that in the investigation of these conditions 

relations is a great work within its own province for science to ac 
,0rfiplish, and in which anv man qualified for the task might achieve an 
¡¡?n,°.urahle and lasting reputation. Hut that this is no solution of the

insular people, the English, as Swedenborg affirms, have a Heaven of 
their own. Perhaps, after all, Swedenborg was rigid. Ilis representation 
may have some truth in it—

“  What if Heaven ho like to Earth 
More than on Earth is thought.”

Heaven, as corresponding to man’s nature, must he a social state. 
Wlmt is the law which governs association there? What governs it 
here ? 1 speak not of association for business or convenience, hut o f
that arising from the nature of man :—for that Jaw must operate where- 
ever, and under whatever circumstances man is found. It is the law of 
sympathy—the attraction of mutual affinities. I do not say that there will 
he those prejudices and antipathies of nation and race in the Spirit-World 
which, unhappily, there is in this. God forbid ! Hut it is surely not 
unreasonable to think that Spirits will generally he in more intimate 
sympathy and association with their kinsmen and friends, and countrymen, 
and co-religionists, amt cotemporaries,—those whom they have known, 
with whom they have most in common, than with others. And this will, 
at least, in some measure, explain the law of spiritual communication; 
for those with whom they would most naturally wish to communicate on the 
earth are those who are in corresponding conditions and general agreement 
with themselves. Not uniformly so, for 1 have known “  ¿Tee-thinkers”  be­
come Christians, and Unitarians Trinitarians, whilst others again have he- 
omc Unitarians, or Swedenborgians through the arguments and represen­

tations Spirits have addressed to them ; and I have not unfrequently 
known Spirits maintain views quite contrary to those of all present, and 
which, therefore, could not have been any reflex action of their minds; 
hut the general coincidence in tone of thought in the circle and in the 
■ommumcations received by them is, I think, satisfactorily explained by 

that law of affinity to which I have referred.
On one point Mr. Conway and I fully accord. He affirmed that if the 

communications of the Spiritual-World with men could be demonstrated, 
it would be a greater boon to mankind than even the miracle of raising 
the dead to life. It would revolutionise our whole system of thought 
and philosophy. This is, I think, our ample justification in pressing this 
inquiry. It is not to minister to a craving for the marvellous, but that 
we believe it has important hearings upon the deepest questions of this 
and of all time; that it tends to establish a higher faith and a truer 
philosophy, both working in harmony, and so carrying out the designs of 
Providence in the advancement of the best, the noblest interests of 
humanity.

is proved by The fact that Spirit-manifestation and communion 
p. ? Place under the most opposite conditions of climate and ol race. T" 
J '« « .  for instance, where the people are not distinguished for any j 

leUectual activity, or for their nervous t mparament, and where they are 
.» ‘ . - fa r  as I am aware,deficient in any of the tissues they have been known 

'tw o thousand vears. And in our own insular land— with nil its damp
snt* «mske and fog, and where waistcoats are made of larger girth, the 
j*®* phenomena occur as across the Atlantic. To explain these, some 
eJeePer, more occult agency is needed than nerves, or atmosphere, or 

“c'ricity. This Mr. Conway thinks may be found in the reHex action of 
tl|lri,l; a conclusion so far hopeful that it is generally the last halting* 
ttftce of the scientific mind on the road to Spiritualism; it gravitates to 
A * ** naturally as the theological mind gravitates towards the Devil as 

°. fi»al cause of mysterious and unexplained phenomena, 
e ! “ »upport of this view. Mi. Conway dwelt on the different aspects of 
P'rituiilum ¡n America and in England. There, where there was more 

j, “ntnl freedom and greater divergency from orthodox opinion, tho 
I'lrits were heterodox ; he believed that Barker ism was the farthest point 

“ fthodoxy they had reached. Here, on the contrary, where there was 
A'Ch conscrvatism in religion, they were dccidely more evangelical. 
*p, ,nce* Were here often opened by prayer, which was never the case there. 

ni*. I  i —  ' ”  ' '  ”  ‘............ . ._ an ex a g g era tion . T h e re  is a  S p ir itu a lis t  new s-
lias been  in e x is te n ce  som e  vears, ca lle d  The lianner of

° ’>c page of every number of which is occupied with a report of 
tlj lri*'n'essages given at free irtincf» at the ollice ot that journal; and

n». ’ * nia5r remark, is
„ 4

¡Pirit
*f"nces are almost invariably opened by prayer and invocation. 

A a‘n. >n the volume called The Educator, consisting chiefly of messages 
a great variety of subjects, given through the mediumship ot our 

With*?^u Bienil, Mr. Spear, about twenty pages at the end are occupied 
*'»n i° rni!' of P™vcr dictated by Spirits'ns suitable for various circum- 
Qr and occasions. Still, it is true tlml there is a general agreement 
„  correspondence in the communications to the character ot those to 

' UI>I they arc addressed. U mar be, said Mr. Conway, that being an

Mus. M a r s h a l l  gave another seance at the Lyceum Hall, on 
Wednesday evening. Test questions were answered with 
marvellous correctness. A  gentleman’s gold chain was placed 
near a tumbler under the table and was dropped into it. A  
lady held a pocket handkerchief firmly against the top of the 
table, which was perceptibly pulled from underneath with great 
force. Mrs. Marshall's séances are of a very satisfactory cha­
racter. To us it is a simple cause for marvel, how sceptics can 
witness the manifestations and fail to find conviction of their 
spiritual origin. We aro pleased to inform our readers that she 
will give another seance next Wednesday, admitting tho mem­
bers of tho Spiritual Lyceum at half-price. See advertisement.

THE ANGEL.

Why should’st thou fear the beautiful angel, Death 
Who waits thee at the portals of tho skies,

Ready to kiss away tho struggling breath—
Ready with gentle hand to close thine eyes ?

How many a tranquil soul has passed away,—
Fled gladly from fierce pain and pleasures dim,

To the eternal splendour of the day ;
How many a troubled heart still calls for him.

Spirits too tender for the battle here
Havo turned from life, its hopes, its fears, its charm»;

And children, shuddering at a world so drear 
Have, smiling, passed away into his arms.

He whom thou fearest will, to ease its jiaiu,
Lay his cold hand upon thy aching heart:

Will soothe the ten-el’s of thy troubled brain,
And bid the shadow of earth’s grief depart.

He will give back what neither time, nor might,
Nor passionate prayer, nor longing hope restore ;

(Dear as to lung blind eyes recovered sight) 
lie  will give back those who have gone before.

O, what wero life, if life were all ? Thine eyes 
Are blinded by their tears, or thou wouldst see

Thy treasures wait thee in the far-off skies,
And Death, thy friend, will give them all to thee,'

Household I Ford*.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.
T. Di'PPiix.— Thank» for the number of the 

“  British Spiritual Telegraph.”
Mr. Spear is expected in London »ome time 

before the month is out.
B. D-, who has occasionally contributed to. tho 

correspondence columns of the Spiritual 
Times, has made an appeal to us on behalf of 
a Spiritualist, in whom he has great confi­
dence, but who is now unfortunately involved 
in misfortune. B. D. desires to reach tho 
sympathies of those who have spare menns. 
We have no space for his letter, but shall 
gladly forward any monies that may reach us. 

CoBRKsi'O.VBEKTSwill please to write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. I f  this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com­
positions.

O tn  readers will favour us by sending accounts 
o f Apparitions, Haunting«, Stc. W e wish to 
give as many facts ns our spaco will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear i accounts of a super­
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion.

MRS. M ARSHALL will give a Sdanee at 
the Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, Ox­
ford-street, every Wednesday evening, until 
further notioo. Admission, is. Members of the 
Lyceum half-price. Tickets to be had of Mr. ,1. 
H. Powell, on the premises.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR A D V E R ­
TISEMENTS.

Two lines and under, 2 i , ; every additional 
Sine, M.i a reduction for a series.

AH Advertisements, pavable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr. I .  H. Powell, Spiritual 
Times Office. 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st. 

Advertistmonts far insertion in tho current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning.

T o  THtt Tuaus.—The Spiritual Times is pub­
lished at Ten o’clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street,, 
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwoil, 335, 
Strand.

CoMai.sifiTS have reached us that the Spiritual 
Times does not always find its way to country 
subscribers. Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office H , Newnmit 
Street. Oxford Street, W ., and we will _ for­
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking four copies can have them post free, 
by remitting !)». 8d. per quarter.

TH E  “ SPIR ITU A L T IM E S " BY POST.
To facilitate the obtaining of tho Spiritual 

Times, packets will bo sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, as under 
Copies. Weeks. Weeks. Weeks.

1. 3d., or for 13, 3s. 3d. 2fi, fis.fld. 32 13».
2. 3d., „  „  3». 3d. „  ids fid. „  2D.
3. Gd., „  „  6s. fid. „  13s.0d. 26«.
fi, 1». „  „  15».0d. „  26s.Od. „  52s.
Post Office Orders must be made payable to

Mr. J. H. Powell, at the Post Office, 2fi, Oxford- 
street. corner of Rathbonc-place.

r p T f i  s p i b i t u T T T y U e u M
J  14. Neuman Street, Oxford Street, 

Tilt* lustitution is established for the 
tdvaiicement of spiritual phenomena 
ami philosophy, It offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friend* to the cause, and presents 
» platform for the freest Discussion. Its 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it alms to eschew all sectarianism. 
Rased on the cardinal facta of Spirit Com- 
munion and Immortality, it invites all who 
recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
truths.

The Lyceum has both religious and se- 
mriar alms,—religious in the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its uses.

Tigs growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a central institution neces­
sary to organise means to give distinctive

life to the various methods which abound 
in isolated forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. R. 
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
one guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum). Those who sub­
scribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures free. Spirit Drawings 
and Works of a progressive character 
will bo added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may bo afforded for the develop­
ment of such connected with the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by us. Frionds 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum.

We feel pursuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of truo Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us.
A p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  L eotujuss w il l  R e c e iv e  

A t t e n t io n ,

All communications and remittances to 
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street.

The payment of 2s. 6d. por quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures and Discussions 
only.

In tho Press. Irt one volume, Demy five,, of 
about 450 pages, price 10s.—to Subscribers,

7s. fill.
QUPRA.-MUNDANE FACTS, IN
k j  TH E I.IFE OF J. a. FE R G U SO N ; 
Including twenty years’ observation of Preter- 

Natural Phenomena.
Edited by T. L. N ichols, M.D., author of 
“ Forty Years of American Life,” "  Biography 

of the Brothers Davenport,’ ’ &o., Ac.

This hook will contain tho personal experi­
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum-  ̂
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remnrknble phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi­
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer­
guson, specimens of wisdom mid philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related, the work of the editor will bo the 
selection nod the arrangement of tho records 
ftirnished him, and tho orderly narration of 
tho facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of tho present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied ami important 
phenomena than will be found in this volume.

Ail orders to be sent to Mr. J. H, Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman-street, 

Oxford-street, IV.

In tho Press,
DUBLIO DISCUSSION ONA "S P IR IT U A L IS M  and the C H A R ­
ACTER of the M ANIFESTATIONS of 
the BROTHEHS D A V E N P O R T,“  between 
J o h n  B e d f o r d  L kno and J. II. P o w k m ,,

Full Report, price 3d,, post-free, Id.
To be had of Mr. J, II. Powell, Spiritual Ly­
ceum. 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, W .

riUIE EDITOR OF TUE “ SFIRIT-
. J .  U A L T IM ES *' Is prepared to accept vn- 

gsgemenisto Lecture on Mesmerism or Spiritual­
ism, Address,Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W.

SPIRITUALISM; ITS FACTS AND
LA PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex­
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writingi 
by J. II. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the genera* 
mass of testimony on this great topic of the 
age, it is very valuable.— William Ilowitl.

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot d° 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work. * * * Many persons will read Mr-
Powell’s narrative with- interest, for it has n® 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorow 
language.— Publia Opinion, March 12th, I8M-

The sum of the matter is, that if one has a 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, a*“ 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s voluffl® 
than from any other that has yet been published* 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself.— Caledonian Mer" 
cury, March 12, 1864.

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, a')“ ' 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik­
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and t",8 
naturo ofthofacts or assumptions with which it Js 
crammed from first to last. • * * There »  
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not. Tho onquiry is M 
no means the contemptible thing that ma»7

0 e wish to consider it. It deals with ay 
facts, which, if true, are astounding i »n“f 
if false, still they aro objects of interest, an® 

they ought to be disposed of.— British Slander11' 
March 111th, 1864.

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum. 
Price 2s., post free.

H YD R O PA TH Y  !
Priessnitz House, 11, Paddington Green, V • 

and
Grnfenbcrg Villa, New Barnet, Herts.

MR. METCALFE GIVES THB 
H YDROPATH IC T R E A TM E ^1 

on the Most Improved Principles. Invalid8* 
are received into the establishment on moder»te 
Terms.

See “  Journal of Health," monthly, the s»n'8 
medium fur Hydropathy ns the "  Lancet" 1 
for Allopathy.

J oh Caudwell, 335, Strand. Prrce 2d. ^

LYCEUM  LECTURE^ „  
On Sunday, April 23rd, J. II, Powell, E**!' 

— "  Tennyson's ‘ Enoch Arden.” ’ Commen8 
at 7, p m. Admission Free.

M rs'. m ar sh M zU - m̂ iu B;
Removed from 10, Upper King-sty88 

to 7, IBristol-gardens, Wnrwick-road, Maid*' 
hill. Seances after 2 o'clock. Private Sdan8* 
by appointment.

AfJR . AND MRS. WALLACE 
-ivJL ' beg to announce that they have take® 
the Lyceum Halt, 14, Newman-street, Oxf0™" 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Sdance* 
to commence on Good-Fridny, April Hth. ®‘ - 

nnees to commence at half-past 7, p.m. 
Admission Is.

Jn the Press.

IM A G IN A T IO N ; OR T H E  AID  
'  of ELE CTRO -BIO LO G Y, MESMBh' 

ISM, and CLA IRVO YAN C E, familiarly8*, 
plained, with Cases for Reference. To be »» 
of the Author, T. Welton, FS.A ., or of j"  
Publisher, Job Caudwell, 335, Strand, VV.C*

Price Is,, Post free. Is. 2d.

N
' W P S A L M  a n d  H Y M N  T U N B ^ j  

TE DEUM , and TW ENTY-FOB** 
ORIG IN AL CHANTS. Composed and Ar‘  
ranged, with voice parts complete, for 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, hy Ron#* 

Cuoputi,— Price 2s.; cloth, 2s. fid.
London; Novella & Co., 69, Dean Street, S'1” ”  

Tlie Harmonies, both in invention and 11 ’ ;
rangement, are musical to a very high dcgr8 ’ 
nml, altogether, the work is one which can y i 
strongly recommended, and will lie sure to t»** 
with approval.— Brighton Guantian

Printed and Published hy the Propria1 '' 
Koukht Uoot’Eii, at the Spiritual Lyce"1 ’
14, Newmun-st.. O xford-st. in the Coin’ / 
of Middlesex. Saturday, April ’22nd. IBb*'


