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u Bpiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting

v B0t only with the semblances, hut the positive evidences of eternal existence,

yousing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual,

.::}t the material world, It is easy to imagine that we are desling with the ab-

N Ute and endnring. beoauss we associate our thoughts with the external and

dpplrently lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en-
Uring facts are bayond the tomb.

—ee

NEW EVIDENCES OF SPIRIT-POWER.

W= visited Kingston on Good Friday with the desire to
farn if any new phase of development had manifested
Uself in the little boy Turketine. His uncle, with whom
o ig residing, received us with pleasure, and at once com-
Menced detailing certain experiences which had come to the
f&mily during the past fortnight. If testimony is of any
¥alue, we are bound to place reliance on the. statements of
Mr, Champernowne, the medium’s uncle, since Mr. Pil-
bOrough and Mr. Constable, his neighbours, vouch most
Smphatically for their truthfulness. The witnesses aver
that voices have been heard, and whole figures of departed
Telatives seen. Not only this, but the invisibles have eaten,
Or absorbed, food. Whilst we all sat at dinner the little
Medium was made to write—¢ Dear father, give me an egg;
_Pn eat it!” (Mr. Champernowne says the spirit operating
18 his own child). Immediately the little fellow ran to the
Pantry and returned with an egg. Ile held the egg in his
oft hand, and, with his right one, drew the window-shutter
cl"%. and, in a second, exclaimed, ¢ They have broken it.”
® then drew back the shutter, and at once disclosed
the egg-shell crumpled into fragments, but there was
heither yolk nor white ; and the medium’s hand, with the
®Xception of an infinitesimal spot, was dry. The astounding
Quicknegs with which this was done puzzled us in no small
degros. Where was the inside of that egg® The shell
“'*}S dry, so was the boy’s hand, with the exception of that
Ninute gpot mentioned. After some exclamatory interrup-
t’.Ons from the whole party, we endeavoured to finish our
tnner, but the invisibles were disposed to give us grace
after their own fashion. A tumbler containing beer was
Placed by little Turketine on a table removed several feet
fl‘om the dining-table, the shutter was again drawn close ;
B & fow seconds light was restored, and the tumbler was
‘mpty, We examined the glass, the table, and the floor,
but no traces of damp were there! Where could the beer
P‘“’e gone? Where, we cannot say. Did the spirits drink
1t? Wo don't know; but we do know the beer was in the
8lass when the shutter was being closed, and that it was
Dot to be seen when it was drawn back again. '

of course, we thought, after two such miracles as we
8¥e described, we should have liberty to finish our dinper.

A

Not so. The shutter was again drawn, and we were told
by the medium the beer would be brought back to tho
glass. A brief pause, and the boy exclaimed—¢ Right, it's
done!” and on, giving us light, he gave us proof of tho fact.
The glass contained almost as much as it did when it was
first placed on the table. Now, we have no proof that the
spirits absorbed the beer; the supposition is, they simply
transferred it to the jug on the dinner-table, which con-
tainod beer. But as it is only a supposition on our part,
it is worth very little. Suppose they merely extracted
the beer from the glass and lodged it in the jug on the
other table, it may satisfy the mind, but the puzzle of the
ogg remains. The mind cannot find a solution for it. In
both cases there is evidence of intelligent power, but in the
case of tho beer n possible solution presents itself in the
fact that tho jug contained beer. Thers was an evident
impatience manifested by the invisibles to display evidences
of their power for the moment. The cloth was cleared,
and a séance formed at their own suggestion. Tho room
was darkened, and some manifestations of an ordinary
character were oxhibited; aftor which, the spirits wero
asked to show us some lights, and then commenced a series
of luminous appearances from the size of a sixpence to the
size of half-a-crown. These luminous stars seemed to obey
the voice of the medium, rising higher or taking certain
directions at command.

We know not how to describe this novel and beautiful
phenomenon. Its soft, bright beauty surpasses all attempts
at description. The darkness which has besn so often
alluded to by sceptics as being used for fraud in the various
mediumistic operations is self-evidently necessary to these
appearances.

E‘hese few facts we present to our readers with no view
to excite idle curiosity, but to give additional evidences of
the mighty power which is daily manifesting itself to the
world. We cannot doubt the facts which have presented
themselves so prominently before us; and we would warn
Mr. Champernowne against the too common fault of incau-
tionsness, He should sitt every phase of the phenomena
which present themselves thoroughly, and neither be over
credulous nor unduly suspicious. With respect to the
medium, we think he should not be too much taxed, but a
reasonable reliance should be placed on the puwer that
manifests itself through his organism.

Mr. Champernowne, the boy’s uncle, is an exciseman in
Kingston, a man much respected, and we thivk no one
could converse with him five minutes uI]mn the subject of
the extraordinary manifestations which have lately taken
place in his house without perceiving his thorough and
enthusiastic earnestness. We mention this that those
who read this article may know that all supposition of
trick is removed from the argument. The little boy,
hiad he the idea, of himself is incapable of perpetrating
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so complete and stupendous a hoax upon his uncle and
others.

It is very natural that the people of Kingston and tho
adiacent villages should be excited about the matter, and,
as in all ovidences of the kind, motives, not very croditablo,
should bo placed to the accountof tho uncle ; and that somo
should go so fur as to throw the onus of the whole affuir on to
the boy. Yet in the face of all this, itis gratifying to find that
Mr. Champernowna is proof against fear; ho has performed
his daty nobly, and has usserted that no amount of persecu-
tinn shall interrnpt tho manifestations. If he isonly eauntions,
and will himself wateh the proceedings at sdances, and will
allow 1o one to control them for him, we venture to predict
that little Turketine will prove to be o very useful medium.
Already he has had numerous birds singing, his coat and
waisteont have been taken off, spirits have been scen in
his presence, he writes and speaks, &c. The vorsatile
character of his manifestations 1s somowhat marked. Wo
cun only repeat that the most caroful precantions should ha
taken by the unecle to prevent the possible stultification of
the mediumship; then the rest may safely bo left to Pro-
vidence.

AN ITEM ABOUT THE DAVENPORTS.

Tir Davenports gave a private seunce ot the houso of tho
Editor of the Standard on Saturday. Tho manifostations
came off with eclaf us usnal.  Complimentary speeches wero
addressed to Dr. Ferguson, and referonce mado in thom to
the late cabinet smashing,

Iva hias loft for Paris. William, Mr, Fay, and Dr. Por.
guson, will soon follow him. Mr. Yalmer is no longor a
partner ; we belicve he has already sot sail for America.

THE MORALITY OY THE 70MES.

Mrs. Mansiarn sent the following advertiseront to the
Times—* A test seance will be given at the Spiritual
Lyceum, 14, Newman-stroet, Oxford-street, on Wednosday
evening next. Séance to commence procisely at 8 o’clock.
Admission, 58.” It was rejected, asd the bearor told that
it wonld be admitted if Mrs. Marshall would pluce the word
“Conjuring” over it. What splendid morality! Mrs.
Marshall must tell wlio to have an advertisemont insertod
in the Zimes. Burely the times are out of joint that such
o rulo should hold good.  Besides, look at the cousistency
of the leading journal : it admittod the whols of the Daven-
port advortisoments, and nover put “Conjuring” over
them! Why does thoe Zumes act fair to Americans and
unfair to an Englishwoman?  Decause it says— Wo will
have nothing to do with Spiritualism.”  We can only say, if
it had anything to do with Spiritualism, it would teach it
to respect the trutli, and to do justice; but these ure virtucs
the Temss ignores. God grant that the Church and Stato
authorities may in future look after their own virtues. Tha
Times cannot, it has lost all virtue, according to its lato
_ dictmm, but the virtne of gross materialism,

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our
correspomndents. ] .

THE SPIRITUAYL CONTROVERSY AT PRESTON,

To the Fditor of the Spiritual Timés.

Bir,~Preswming that your objeet, like mine, is the discovery
and propagation of the truth, thengh our miethods may ditfer, and
the resnlts at which we bave arrived way be ditforent, too, at
present, I veuture to hope that yon will allow me nn opportunit
of corracting an ervor which appeared in the issue of the 1ath
inst, A quotation is given frem a letter of Mr. Bullock, which
appeared it the Prestoa Guardiun, in_ which I am charged with
appropristing to mysell a theory of Hugh Miller and Coleridge.
In that extract Tam mado to say thatmy theory of reconciling
Genesla with geology is, “ that Adum got ou the top of a hill, fell
wsleep, nud dreamed a dreas or had a vision, that this dream or
visiou showed him how the world was made, &e.”

_

Inreference to the above statement, T beg to say that thisis
not my theory at all.  The dream or vision was mentioned an
described in my lecture not as my own, farther than the deserip-
tion, not to reconcile Gienesis with geology, but simply to account
for the manner of revelation.  The dream is thus introduced in
the report of my lecture in the Preston Guardien, Marvch 18, -
1865 :—

“ Adam coulid not discover. by inquiry, how the garden was
made or peopled, or ho and his partner formed,  1lis knowledge
was o matter of revelation. The method of revelation is not
given 5 bub it must have been by word or by vision. Adam,was
deseribed, by the lecturer, leaving home, &ec.”

The idea of a vision as the means of revelution T did not pre-
tend to be originally mine, and the idea is itself so simple, that it
would suggest itself toalmost every reader of the Bible. T did
not say the idea belonged to Ilugh \tiller or Coleridge, inas-
much as [ know it had been suggested ares hefors, and has been
mentioned by more than a seore of writers beside Miller, sinee
Joleridge, in Bngland amd in Germany as any other simple of
common idea, withoub any reforense to its origin, My theory
aceording to the report which was before Mr., Bullock’s eyes, 13
thus given,—

“The lecturer proceeded to state and examine the theory of
Dr. Pye Smith. 'This was the only theory which harmonised
with seience, but as Dr, Pye Smith assumed that the heaven an
the earth in tho first verse were to be taken in their most un-
limited sense, and inthe vemainder of the narrative they were
taken to signify a limited locality ; he (Mr. Lewis) rejected thi3
theory also. 1Te would now explain a theory of his own, whiel
way slightly different from the last.. . ITe took the word “heaven’
all through to signify the air as defined in the 8th verse. ., .. The
oarth mentioned by Moses was the land which afterwards be-
came thae scone of Kiden,  The first chapter in Genesis did not refer
i any way to the origin of the wniverse.  The Bible was a book for
mar. aad about man.  The nurrvative referred simply to the ereation
of ddam and Bve, the preparation of Eden for their abode, and the
Jormation of the domestic animals and plunts.”  If the reporter hat
added that I took the word “day > to signify not twenty-four hours.
as Dr. Pye Smith, nor a period of unlimited extent, as Currier an
[ugh Miller, but a shori period, my theory would have been fairly
stated. 1 have read very extensively on the subject, and have
not met with any theory such as the one heve given. 1t may
not be as satisfactory to others as itis to me. I say nothing o
its merit, but, good or bad, it isimine, I shall cheerfully give up
my elaim to'it if I find it published previously by any other
auathor,

L have confidence that your courtesy and love of truth will
permit this correction of the mistake published in your last, to
appear before your intelligent veaders.  If my belief in moderd
Spiritualism has a bacrower limit than that of some others, that
i3 no veason why a theory of reconciling Seripture with seience
should he palmed upon we, whick is not mine, and that my ows
theary should be suppressed. 1loping thut the nature of my
grievanee will be accopted as an apology for my wish to trespass
upon your spaco and kindness,

[ am, yours truly,
Evax Lewrs.

o~

Accrington, 18 April, 1805,

Avoritr eabinot and dark sdunce, @ lo Davenport, has boen
produced lately at the I'ree Trade Ilall, Manchester. The
following, from a correspondent, will present sorne idea of
tho bungling manner in which the manifestations of the
Brothers are imitated : —

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,~This part of the performance was the roal attraction, and
a very numerous and respectable awdience there was. 'The
Unbinet had no dons whatever. The process of tying wa$
effected as usual ; but the performers quickly released themselves
andd did all the kicking of instruments and ringing of bells, &¢»
&e., which appeared, after the explanation, to bu very satisfier
tory to the whole audicuce. But, as to the dark séance part, it
was the most trashy attempt at imitating the Davenports I ever
could witness, and its explanation the most toolish ever heard—
the floating of the instruments being represented by one mad
gotting on tho shoulders of tho other, nnd tlourishing the guits?
in all divections, stating its height fo appear much greater when
in darkness, so that, therefore, was an optical illusion—~the flyivg
cont being represented by the tied man slipping out of the ropes
and quickly dofting his coat and tossing it anywhere, To these
who have witnessed both sides of this subject, like myself, T pro-
nouuce this performanco at the Free Trade Iall to bo the most
futile atbompt at solving the Duvenport phenomena I ever coul
conceive by Manchester men, The performers themselves know
i their hearts it is no solution of this spiritunl subjeet, and time
alone will show it.— Respectiully yours,

Lath April, 1865. C. Bracrpunx.
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TESTIMONY TO MRS. MARSHALL.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Si!‘,—-Hn.ving been one of Mrs. Marshall's first friends, I feel
Much gratified with the notice you have taken of her power. I
8ave an account ofa sfance with her and her nisceinthe Spiritual
f’elegra k, October 15th, 1858, which brought her into notice and
Induced a great number of those zealous Spiritualists who after-
Wards became her patrons,to visit ler When nearly all were
8gainst her, I fought for her integrity, and was at last
8ratified Ly hearing recantations from those who had publicly
ad privately denounced her as an impostor. Many Spirit-
Ualists who denounced her, relented—the Tord having shown

1em the truth by increasing her power ten-fold. When I first
Visited her the rappings were the only manifestations ; but by

egrees her powers were developed, and after a short time
1ad the pleasure of witnessing in full light the tightening of
‘hots in pocket handkerchiefs, which were thrown into person’s
2p3; night after night the guit r was played in correct tune,
aud witl) the greatest feeling, while held under the table by my-
%lf and various visitors.

T have a collection of spirit writings, obtained on glass rubbed
With wet paint. Some most bLeautiful writing. ‘The glass was
Napt‘-d at the feet of the medium, and in general immediately
Written upon. [ suggested this method of writing because at
t 18 time all other methodshad failed—the medinnm's power not

®lng strong enough to get writing with a pencil. In the pre-
Sence of perhaps a dozen persons [ have seen the spirit-haund
tome up from the end of a large table and ring a bell, and I,
23 well as others, have touched the hand, and been patted by
1t many have been made to start in the greatest affright from
the table, while others were soothed by the touch of some de-
l:‘lrted child or friend. While the labours of other mediums
ave been restricted to a class, Mre, Marshall has been the
Nedium for the many; numerous Spiritualists in London have
en made such by seeing the extraordinary manifestations
through Ler mediunship.
Nt .am a mcdiurr_n ltl)'self; my powers are various, but I am
an ld strougs physical medinm, o m
m‘ _the spirits tell me that I have the power of bringing out
edlumthip in others; which would seem to he the case, tor the
H:‘r." first person—alady- 1 sat down with here. proved very
M oone of the most powerful mediums [ ever saw, and has
€D the means of converting scoves in this eity, where, as in
) {l(}on at one time, Spirttualisni was my shame in erowds, my
r’mf"«lr_y })l:hl(', and where, as in London too, I wasalmost hunted
of society for it. Thank God. times are fast changing, and
¢ chariot of truth is rolling onward, nHt crushing fanaties, not
elve the car of the Indian idol, but the h:}l\l l.xe:u-tctl scepties at
ery turn of its wheels. Those who drive it by the grace of

o and through the love of Jesus Christ, will reap their re-

Yard in due time.
hen I was in Londoen fighting the battle of truth, the spirits
¥rote out ¢ the Lord will reward you,” and he has rewarded me
;é“ln with wealth or wox:l«lly _honom', but \yith_‘p«}\w:ers \.vhich eX-
8 - all 1 could have imagined, and which Spiritnalists would
“rcely helieve if T were to tell them. Jesus Christ cautioned
sll:i’r‘}postlea and told them not torejoice in their power over the
N 3, and 1 never speak of mine but I lose st!'vngth. [ am
e ter reluctant, therefore, to enter into particulars, unless
Wately ton confirmed Spiritualist.
g]adow,sir, to return to Mrs. Marshall, Theg to say that I am
like to see uotice taken of her power by an influential paper
for tl)'Om's. _Bhe has power todo all that Spiritualists can desire
any ]\f: conviction of the sceptic and the dlsse}x‘nnzmon of truth,
bleg ’:ts, and will do, wonders in that way. That she may be
oy sed with lealth, and yourself too, in order that yon wayv

Uointly and separately continue the grent work, is the wish

your sincere well-wijler.

. Winraken,

k‘[‘vt} have received a couple of diagrams of the kunotted hand-

~erehict alluded to.  We shall be glad toshew them to tricuds
¢rested. —LEp. 8. T.

\\\\_g ]

SECTARIANISM.

rThe very essence of Sectarianism is inhumanity. [ty voices
m;’ groans from the body of him whom it Las broken and
Teed. Ita word is “unity” still; but it is the unity of a

1 . . . s
Ve, a section, a party, a denomination ; the ground of it is

‘.h::l““ 43 barrenness itself--being an uassent, not of the heart to
of; _I‘Pmclpk_-s. tut of the head to epeculative tenets 5 the bond
18 exceedingly attenuated, for it is outward attachment to the
Oft:;k{-; the spirit of it is dg’y and technical—sometimes bitter —
Part; ngoted, 1t uses (.10(‘..3 feir, liberal worlgl. ax & field for
o (;;ntx ,warfare, and raises the play of pheu.k»gxc::lr argument to
Whie lg'.un;y of an alworbing interest in life. The ovject for
is g 1t unity is constituted, and the end for which it 1y used,
¢ building up of a duving, or the extending of a denomina-

1 am a peculiar ~eeine wedium,
o~ b

v

tion, or the aggrandizement of a party, or the supremacy of a
school, or the filling up of a treasury from the hard earnings of
the people, to be emptied again for services by which humanity,
in its vital, social interests, is not likely to be benefited. It is
a barren and desolating Spirit. Nowhere does it touch a con-
trolling principle of human existence ; nowhere does it
grasp a profound truth of human nature ; nowherce does it fall
in with a de2p law of human life ; nowliere does it reach any
plane of thoueht or sentiment or conviction, which can sub-
stitute a unity beneath diversity for that poor fiction of unity
in diversity. It sucks up the vitality of men, and wastes it on
metaphysies, it drains the resources of thought, of feeling, of senti-
ment, of purpose, of soul and spirit-wealth, and squanders them
on figments and nonentities; it would make the iudustry
of a country subservient tothe whining of theologians ; it would
make commerce an instrument for transporting away its own
wealth, to be poured out,in vain missionary enterprises, on the
sands of Africa or the steppes of Asia ; it would combine the
forces of civilisation to introduce in remote climes the same dis-
sensions it keeps alive at home ; and it does all this piously, in the
name of the Christ,and with honest professions of devotion to
Him aud His cause.—The Friend of Progress.

SPIRITUALISM AND MESMERISM.

*In the beginning of this year, T had oceasiou o go to a circle,
about a mile from Dudley. It was a very cold night,and 1
caught cold in the lett side of my face, which pained me very
much. I gothome as quick as possible and went to bed: it got
a little better, and T wert to sleep. At twelve o’clock I was
awoke by the rain ; and soon after [ heard, as it appeared to me,
some one whispering the following words in my ear, ** You tell
people to ask for what they want.”  Well, thought I, what does
this mean? ¢ Ask for what youwent” [ suppose it means that
I should pray inwardly to the Father of all goodness that He
would relieve me from this pain, I did so. aud then another
" whisper enme, saying, ¢ Pass your hand down the side of your
face a few times,—which I did, and the pain ceased.

© Binee the wbove, my eldest daughter, who generally has bad
health, caught eold, and it settled in ber face and gave her a
areat denl of pain: vhere appeared an the side of her face o hard
substance, about the size of a small eggg. 1 felt very sorry for
hery and [ thouglit 1 would try to relieve her by making a few
! passes to remove the pain; and, while doing so, 1 felt a vingling
Lat the tips of my fingers, as though T was drawing the paiu out.
"Tlhe thought came into my mind that [ wounld sooner have it
“myselt than she should be afllicted with it, for she had enough
with her regular complaint, and I was better able to bear it than
Pher,  ‘That instant I felt a pain in my face,and a suhstance began
( to furm itzelf, which, in the morning, [ found to be aslarge as
i hiers, though the pain was not so bad. LMy daughters pain in-
stantly lefs her, and the substance was gone Lefwre the following
night from both of us.

I +¢On the 4th of March last she had been having a vapour
bath, and for fear she should get uncovered ufter she got to Led,
I sat in the room with her to watch. T took up the Fdueator, o
gpivitual work which I had, a day or two previous, received
i frum London, While 1 was looking at it, a voice, in a whisper,
told me to make a few passes over my daughter's face. I won-
dered at this. for 1 was not a mesmerist, and dhould not know
what to do if' sle should go into the mesmerie sleep ; when the
i voice came again, and said, ¢ Go and make the passes” 1 instantly
. obeyed the invisible agent, and commenced making the passes
lover her head and fuce, when, to my great surprise, she closed
i her eyes and went to sleep. 1 soon lost sight of her face, for she
twas cnveloped in the nervo vital fluid, and while I was looking
at the flnid, 1 saw on the pillow, by her side, a shadow, the form
rof a head and shoulders of a man or woman, and as soon as my
eyes rested upou it, passed over my danghter aud I lost it. In-
stautly three raps came on & table, ahont a yard or so from me.
(1 then asked it it was a Spirit that made those raps, and it
jauswered by three more raps, meaning Yes. [ then asked if it
_wished to communicute to me through the alphabet, and two
craps eame, meaning No. T looked towards the table, wondering
i what to do next. Presently 1 felt as though T was going to fall
through the floor ; then the clock in the room struck four times
aud stopped, although the time by the same clock was twenty
minutes past eleven. This, to me, was very strange, Tor it ap-
prared to me as though the Spirit passed from my daughter to
the table, and from the table, through me. to the clock, to con-
vince me that it was spirit power. I then went to my daughter
‘and found her still asleep (for, to tell you the teath, T began to Le
!ularmed.) I had heard of reverse passes, therefure I maden
| few, and she awoke, to my great delight, for T was afraid leould
inot wake her. T asked her if she had heard the raps &e., but
tshe said she had not heard them, for she bad been asleep, This
i proved to me a connection helween Meamerisn and Spiritualism,
‘and 1 am satisfied that there is some great meaning attachvd tu
_this, but, I have not learned what it is. T, Duxritn.— The Eritish
: Spirituel Lelegraph.
. Dadley,

-
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A LECTURE,
By the Author of The Two Worlds,
Ia Review of a Course of Lectares on Spiritualism, at South-Place,
Chapel, Finsbury,
By the Rev. M. D. Coxway.

Delivered at the Spiritual-Lyceam, April 2nd,

Tur Chapel, South-Pluce, Finsbury, will long be held in grateful remem-
brance by many minds as the scene of the pulpit ministrations of Wil-
liam Johnson Fox, one of the best and clearest thinkers, and most accom-
plished orators of this or indeed of any age. He luboured for many
years, and with eminent success, to show that the freest thought could
co-exist with the deepest faith ; that not only was religion not incom-
ratible with the advancement and elevation of mankind, but that, di-
vested of the trappings and rust which had gathered around it, it was an
essential element of human progress; and ho delighted to trace its bear-
ings in literature, philosophy, seience, art, freedom, social econnmy, and
whatever tended to advance the best interests of humanity. ‘That Chapel
was, therefore, a place of worship, and something more—a Spiritual
Lyceum, for the cultivation of the spiritual nature in harmonious co-operi-
tion with the reflective and rcasoning faculties. The congregation
assembling there have been accustomed to a variety of topics, a breadth of
treatment, and an absence of conventionality ; and have so acquired a
degree of mental independence, and admit in their pulpit a degree of
freedom, conspicuous even among the churches of Unitarian or liberal
Christianity, Perhaps in no othier church in the metropolis, or, indéed,
in kingland, could a chapter fromx the New Testament have been followed
by a reading from Voltaire, after the fashion of Mr. Conway on last Sun-
day morning., This congregation was, therefore, in some respects, one of
the fittest to  ontertain the discussion of a  subject cverywhere
spoken  against, as, if true to their own professions and general
practice, they would consider it, on its own independent evidences, un-
affected by the obloquy and clamour of the press and other misleaders of
public opinion.

Mr. Conway is known to many preseut as an American clergyman, and
an earnest reformer and philanthropist, who has especially exerted him-
relf, and made personal sacrifices, to promote the abolition of negro
slavery, Many present hnd the pleasure of listening to him in this
Lyceumn a few Sundays ago, and those who did so must have been favour-
ably impreased with the evident sincerity and earnestness, as well as
general ability, which he then evinced.  When, then, n course of Lectures
on  Npiritoalism by Mr. Conway was announced, I anticipated
that the question would meet not only fair und candid treatment,
but that it would be fully and thoroughly examined.  On the whole, there
is mo reason to take exception to these lectures on the former ground.
Mr. Conway, acenrding to the light he has, has shown an evident dispo-
sition to do justice to bis theme.  1le treated Spiritualism with respect,
as deserving of most careful consideration for its social and humaniturian
tendincies, and as the greatest spontuneous movement of heart and brain
that hud eriginated with the common people since the birth of Christianity,
"T'his declaration, however, served only to fncrease my disappointment
at the very imperfect and inadequate representution of the subject which
Mr. Conway in these four lectures has given, This, T think, resulted
niainly from two causes, It soon beeame evident, as these lectures pro-
ceeded, that Mr, Conway was trcatiu;{ the subject not only, or chiefly, for
its own sake, but a8 a means of getting at something else—that he was
applying it as a test of the faith of Christendom, and especially of the
churches, in regard to the supernatural 3 and also for illustrating his own
conceptions of the laws of thought—of the action and reaction of the
human mind in relation to nature and the supernatural.  Now, these
points, no douht, are worthy all the attention that ho has given them,
but 1 venture to suggest (especially as I see that Mr. Conway is pre-
wnt) that Spiritualisn, by his own admission, is o question of suflicient
magnitude to be discussed per g¢ on its own merity alone, without any
eollateral issue; and I hope that on some future and fitting occasion,
Mr. Conway will give it his entive thought, and direct the undivided at-
tention of his nudience to its consideration,

Bat further, and without any disrespect to Mr. Conway, it scemed that
that gentleman had not a very deep or intiniate knowledge of the subject
hie hind introduced ; obviously so, at least, in some of its phases.  And it
i= worthy of romurk-—though, unhappily, his case in this respeet is
not o singular one~that it yas just on those pointy where, coufessedly,
ke wan least informed, that he spoke with the greatest confidence, and
yrovounced his verdiet with the most undoubting assurance,

Thus, in his firet lecture, he told his hearers that Le had been to the
PDavenport exhibition on one occasion only, a few days previous, ‘The
niceting was o crowded onej there was much excitement, and angry,
Lostite feeling, Mr, Conway had to muke his own observations, with
the aid of an opera-glass, 'These were certainly not very favourable con-
ditions for investigation ; and i must be evident that no great weight
vould attach to any conclusion arrived at on such premises; and yet,
with auch slender and imperfect evldenco us was nlone possibly under
these unfuvourable circumstunces, Mr, Conway iushed to tho seat of
judgment, and pronounced an adverse and most unqualified decision.

Of vourse, o man of Mr. Conway's powers of mind could only arrive at
such resull on somie ground that would be satisfaglory und concluaive to
Lis wwnoanimd at leet, The consideration of the ground actunlly assigned
by hbn will leud ns nt onee into the heart of his great ditticulty in accept-
g $piritualism——to the principle which scemed to he invelved in and
te underlic all bis objections~to constitiite their fundamental root and
ewinen,

Mr, Conway then, assured his hearers that there were sone statements
wiich did not peed investigation, concerning which we night save our
tizig and fabous j—there was n cortain touch-stone by which we could at
snce deterwine that certain alloged facts could not poesibly be true, |

.

waited with eager expectation the announcement of this great discovery,
for which the ages have waited—surely the most important ever com-
municated. He who could give the world a touch-stone the application
of which would at once detect the false currency that was being palmed
upon us as the genuine coin of truth, would surely be of all men the
greatest benefactor of his race.  1lis name would shine in the intellectual
firmament a star of the first magnitude, before whose splendour such lesser
luminaries ag Columbns and Galileo would pale their ineffectual tires. 1
have heard of Fortunatus’s purse. of Aladdin's lamp, of Amphion’s
lyre, and of flerr Teufelsdrockh's 'Uime-unnihilating hat, but [ would give
ull htese properties, if I had them, for this more magical, more miraculous
touch-stone. And now this great gift was to be freely, unconditionally pre-
sented ; and we were at once to be put into possession of thisshort.cut—this
royal road to truth.  Dut when the oracle had spoken, and the magic
formula was uttered—
* Oh, what a fall was there, my countrymen!”

T'his precious touch-stone proved no better than u common pebble;
the fairy gold we had been promised turned to worthless leaves,

We were told that the human mind contained within it an ideal of
order, of fitness, of the necessary relations of things; and that whatever
was contrary to this ideal was a violation of the laws of thought—an out-
rage on the human mind—and was, therefore, inconceivable, incredibles
impossible.

Let us examine the truth of this proposition before considering the
partieular application made of it on this ocension.

No doubt 1t i3 true, and the truth is 4 very important one, that every
mind, consciously or unconsciously, forms to itself a certain ideal of the
true, the beautiful, and the good. = It is well to bring this image of the
mind clearly and vividly within the light of our own consciousness, so that
we may approximite ever nearer and nearer to our highest conceptions,
and grow towards the perfect slature of a man,

But this is very different from making our ideals the test and measure
of truth.  These fulfil none of the necessary conditions: they are not con-
sistent, absolute—* an ever-fixed mark;” not like the Polar Star, which
guides mariners in every sea, but rather like the boat whose course i3
aftected by winds and tides and storms. They are variable both with in-
dividuals and communities. Geography and chronology, time, place, ane
circumstance ;—the state of society, the condition of civilization, as wel
as individual jdiosyneracies, have much to do with their formation.
Tuke, by way of illustration, one or two of those questions with which, as
a clergyman, Mr. Conway will be most familiar,

If (outside of u very limited ares, to which I shall presently refer) our
ideas wero a test of truth, we should expéet it to be so in our conception
of the Divinity—of the Ilighest, the Absolute, the Perfeet. And yet, how
far is this from thoreality ! We find in enrly times that the gods were
carth-dwellers—Dheings little removed from ordinary humanity ; —they
loved, they fought, they feasted, they conversed familiarly with men,
they assembled on the brow of high Olympus, they walked in the garden
in the cool of the evening.  I'he earlicst form of society was that of the
Family, Wehave a faithful picture of this condition presented in the
Book of Genesis.  The patrisreh was surrounded by his children and
grandchildren, his nnmerous domesties, and his flocks and herds, They
witndered over the vist plains of Asia a3 fresh water and pasturage were
needed, or circumstances required.  Well, the God they worshipped—
that is, their ideal of God—grew out of these conditions. Ile wasa
patriarchal Deity—a householid God—the God of the family or tribe, the
Wod of Abrahiam, of Isaae, and of Jucob., 1le dwelt with them in their
tents : Ile accompanied them in their wanderings: Ile promised, as the
reward of their obedience, the increaso of their cattle, and the multipli-
cation of their posterity,  As the Fumily, the tribe grew and became @
nation—their 1deal o1t Deity expanded—Ile was to them a local—a
national God-—their special Protector—the God of Israel, As they
emerged from n pastoral into an invading and a warlike peuple, and came
in conflict with surrounding nations, Jehovah to their minds became the
Lord of 1losts—the God of the Armies of Israel: He was invoked by
their poet-warrior as his sword and buckler—his strong tower, and wall
of defence—the Lord who taught his arms to war, and his fingers to
fight.  As society assumed @ more settled form, as order prevailed, and
the supremacy of law and government was established, then the ideal of
(iod was that of the Great Lawgiver—of the Sovercign Judge—whost
lnw was their delight, and in the keeping of whose statutes there was
great reward.  Inthe time of their adversity, when a vanquished and
suhject people, then, in the bitterness of their captivity, they cried to
God ns their Bodeemer, their Deliverer who was to break every yokes
to restore the kingdom unto Israel, und reign over all their enemies, And
when One came mmony them with Divinerinsight, in whose pure and holy
natire was reflected all the glories of Divinity, an ideal was presente
transcending all thatthe popular mind had hitherto coneeived. 'I'o tHim,
God was not loeal, partinl, warlike, vindictive, to be specially worshipped
in this mountain or in that temple: He was the God of the, whole, earth
—u Spirit to be spiritually worshipped by his spiritual and reagonable
ereatures.  Ho had made of one blood all nations of men, and they were
to conceive of him under the most endearing relation—to worship him 2
Our Pavienr,

"L'he corresponding ideals of lleaven are equally divergent. At first
Henven scems to have been located, not in some fur-oft region, but in ouf
homely carth. It was placed, not in the future, but in the past ; it was
not 80 much a hopo as & memory—not an anticipation, but a recollection-
It is & fact significant in its bearings on those modern theories which re-
gard man as a development from the lower animal creation, that the
curlicst logends and traditions are not of a time when man roamed the
forest, half-brother to the ape, but of o Garden of Eden, of a Golden Ages
when man was nearer to the angel-world, when there was no flaw in the
integrity of his nature. Primeval man was in mere direct communiod
with nature, and hence the earliest und purcst ideals of Heaven were the
refloction and exaltation of all natursl beuuty, untainted by sorrow, and
unsoiled by sit—of [aradise, and Elysian ficlds, and 1slands of the Blests
where Bpring was robed in immortal beauty-~where flowers withered nots
and the groves were of never-fading verdure, and the lowing waters weré
shaded by the Tree of Life, And then, us men congreguted togethtn
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""d_ society became more complex, men conceived of Heaven more as a
Yocial state—as the Holy City, New Jerusalem—with its pearly gates,
and ftg golden streets, and its joyous songs of the redeemed, like the
Yund of many waters, and its worshipping multitudes. Fo the Indian,
€aven iy a happier hunting ground, as—to to the grim Northmen of
rope, whose lives were spent in feasting and in fight—Ileaven, the
Walhatly of the Gods, was the scene of ever-renewed hattle and banqguet.
9 the Turk, with his warmer climate and more sluggish and sensuous
Nature, Heaven isa place of voluptuous enjoyment, where he will be waited
on by dark-cyed houris, and surrounded by sensual delights ; while the
Phlegmatic but intellectual Saxon pictures forth a metaphysical, transcen-
ntal Heaven of contemplation, and music, and worship, and the en-
Pyment of the beatific vision. But, it may be said, that these illus-
Tations belong to the realm of abstraction pieced out by hints and an-
3logies, and the workings of the mind upon them and upon itself. I answer,
nidﬂt for that reason they offer the best test of the principle under con-
eration, as they approach so nearly to the realm of the pure ideal.
Ut will it fare better if we test it by cases bused on familiur and universal
o Bervation 2
th‘,"thing ismore familiar to us than the human form. Surely then
€ ideal of beauty—beauty in form—in its highest degree, will be con-
<30, universal, admitting of no deviation ; if there be any ideal which
L & touchstone of truth, we would expect to find it here. Isitso?
b us gee, The Carib mother flattens the heads of her children that
Y may correspond with the Carih ideal of beauty-; the Chinese mother,
r:' the same reason, eripples her daughters feet, and 1 have heard it
thP_Orted that some ladies nearer home cripple the more vital partions of
Ir own hodily frame, under the same impression, that in this matter
€y are wiger than (God, and can by their own devices improve the shape
ﬂn?it He has given them. The Egyptian Indies bLlacken their eyebrows
whi ﬁ"ger-nails, our British ancestors coloured their qules, and, it is
3pered, that some relics of this custom still remain among their
Oeﬁundﬂnts. Some savage tribes bore their noses for the insertion of
"aments, and some people who are not savages, bote their cars for the
Ime Purpose. Among the Bornouese, corpulence is the test uf bca.uty.
thes Banting, if he sought to carry out his theory among the fair sex in
3 region, would be regarded as a monster. The belle of the village
€1¢ is the one who weighs the heaviest. An ideal of beauty not with-
Jut tsadvantages, as it admits of the settlement of rival claims by the
Tpartial arbitration of the nearest weighing machine.
tie, Tagain, test this theory of the ideal by its application to the prac-
1A atfuirg of life, T mentioned a few Sundaysago that when Stephenson
" talked of travelling by the locomotive at the rate of ten or twelve
(;fl aﬂ an hour, he found all the practical mind as well as all the theory
it 5 1¢ country arrayed sgainst him. It was so contrary to experience,
e ? violated ‘the existing ideal of the fitness and nature of things, that
Cog’“'lers of the greatest weight assured the Committee of the IHouse of
p“rmmons that any engineer who could propuse a scheme for su'c‘h a
decp‘me must be out of his senses, and a fit candidate for Bedlam. They
ared  the thing jmpossible and undeserving of investigation, and
Ul have digmissed it in as summary a manner as Mr. Conway dis-
1 the phenomena of the Davenport exhibition. .
th Rstend of testing alleged facts by our ideals, the true method is just
¢ converse of this, we should test the truth of our ideals by the care-
* Observation of facts. That is the true method of philosophical in-
}“’)’y and the only method of any real value, \Vhpn some friends_ot‘
thr taac Newton thought that some facts had been discovered, of which
effect would be to call in question the truth of one of his great
t}:’;:“)‘yeric.s, they were anxious to break it to him as gently as possible,
ere Ing it might cause him pain, but the great philosopher only felt in-
ins ed in what he henrd, remarking, ¢ It may be s0; t‘h.ere is no argu.
‘ﬁ'gmnst fact und experiment.”” That is just the ditference between
tey "leﬂ_lod of the Spiritualists and thut' of Mr. Conway. II.c wonld
the their facts by a pre-existing ideal in his mind of the possible and
tro Mpossible ; they, on the contrary, like Sir Isaac, refer to the arbi-
00 of fact and experiment. .
lat veracious traveller, Mr, Lemuel Gulliver, tells of an island called
uta, where philosophers are engaged in very abstruse researches, such
e"‘:‘tl‘acting moonbeams from cucumbers. It I remember rightly it is
phi ho tells us o_f a certain tailor who carried on husiness on * strictly
;cioosobhlcal principles”” e had, from the depths of his own con-
the ‘l‘:‘“ess, excogitated an ideal man, a model of pe_rfect' symmetry of
Of Juman form; and he made all his garments to fit this ideal form.
;m“c““?se, it sometimes happened that they didn't fit his actual cus-
o TS, But what of that? Ile could domonstmte.thal‘: they ought to
W 8o ; if they were not up to this ideul that was their misfortune, but it
car their business and no concern of his. .In like manner, Mr. Cpnwn'y
“:{es on the buginess of thinking on ** strictly ph'llosqphxcal principles.”
the ideals are ready made; the facts ought to fit his theory—what if
o donty  well, 1 suppose—so much the worse for the facts.
supy, t the Davenport exhibition,” said Mr. Conway, * I sawthe hund,
Ao 20sed to be a manifestation from the spirits; I saw distinctly, without
ang },gl human hand. Now, we know pf what a human hand is formed,
dy w’.‘ 13, therefore, impo-sible that spirits could have had anything to
ah,mm‘ it.” Here we perceive how a ials'e theory may be nod 'oply
of u:'ll but mischievous, as not only a hindrance to the recognition
l’icioe true character of ‘phenom‘ena, but as |}cc<xs§rlly'epgexxderxx\g sus-
Putag and Jeading to the imputation of fraud. That in this instance the im.
un d“m was unfounded, was virtually _confessed by Mr. Conway on the
in th Ay following the lecture in which it had heen advanced ; he having,
Wh;: tnterval, been appointed on the Cot'xmuttep of lnvcﬁlgupion at
the 1 ent sdance, and ut which he was abie to fully satisty himself of
(-ated""“ﬁfl&»' of the mediums. Ilad not his first conclusion becn predi-
Hate on & false theory, he would not have heen led to an inconsiderate
e 0N which subsequent experience, a few days after, made it ne-
Py 10 reall,
‘mi::gel Wwhale Point of the objection, it will on reflection be seen, dope‘nds
N ¥ on the ideal formed of the natnre of a Spirit.  What Mr. Con.
i g ideal is he did not inform us, and 1 am unahl> to divine, bu.t, it it
all lke what wetnphysical writersand theologians have put forward,
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the objection is reasonable and has great force, Metaphysicians tell us
that of spirit itself we know nothing ; but then, despite the maxim that
“nothing can come of nothing,” out of this nothing they contrive to
extract what they think to be something. The process is simple and
ingenious—a neat littlo sum in subtraction. Spirit is the converse of
body; youhave therefore only ta abstract all the qualities of body and
find your remainder, and that is Spirit. Thus body has form, colour,
extension, and is conditioned in space. Spirit, therefore, must have
neither form, colour, nor extension, and cannot occupy spuce. It be-
comes nobody and goes nowhere. What then is the remainder? Well
we are variously told that it is ““a pure essence,” a ** thinking principle,”
a *substance uncompounded and without parts,” “an unextended
indivisible monad,”” “a pure simplicity,” [ hope you may find some
satisfaction in these phrases, and in such a future as, according to the
Gospel of Metaphysics, lies before you. Tor my own part, I would as
scon join the Laputan philosopher to extract moonbeams from cucumbers
as make the attempt.  We are, however, consoled with the assurance
that when we have thus reached our lowest terms, being without parts
we are not any further divisible, and henee are indestructible. Tt must
be a great pleasure to know that when we become nonentities we cannot
be annihilated.

Now if Mr. Conway’s ideal of the human spirit be anything like this
I can fully appreciate his ditticulty, How can an indivisible monad
possess members, or & pure simplicity exhibit hands? This, however,
is not the ideal which Spiritualism puts forward. I believe that the only
true ideal, because it is the actual, is that presented by the eminent
spiritual seer, Swedenborg; and his statements on this head are tully
confirmed by the modern mediumship and manifestations, Swedenborg
taught that the spirit was the inner, the essential man; that it wasin the
human form ; or, rather, that we had this bodily form, because such was
the spirit form, The body being to the spirit, what the clothing is to the
body, ouly corresponding to and fitting it far more perfectly. As when
we take off our clothes weo still retain our bodily form, so when we put
off “this muddy vesture of decay,’” we stand forth in our true spiritual
body ; for, as St. Paul long since taught, * there is a natural body and
there is a spiritual body.” We are disembodied but not unembodied.
These views were advanced by Swedenborg, not merely as speculation but
from things ¢ seen and heard ”” by him in the Spirit-World, and of which he
has given us several * Memorable Relations.”

It then the Spirit be the real man, it must have the form, the members,
everything which constitutes the man; and consequently,a spirit-hand.
Is it impossible then for a Spirit to temporally clothe the hand with a
material covering 80 as to render it visible and tactual?  How this is
done, it is not now necessary to discuss, but that it is done i3 not a matter
of speculation but of observation and testimony. We have all read,and
Christiandom professes to believe the record, that in ancient times o
Spirit-hand did appeur, not to obscure and ignorant persons, but to King
Darius on his throne, surrounded by his astonishedand terrified courtiers;
aye, and the hand was seen to write, so that there was not only the Spirit-
hand, but direct Spirit-writing alse. The evidence of this phenomenon
recurring in our own times, not in one instance or with one medium alone,
is before the world, and none have been able to disprove it.  And here,
I may incidnetally remark, we may Dbegin to see the necessity of
medinmship, and of the strict observance of certain conditions which
experience shows to be necessary or fuvourable to such manifestations,
but which inconsiderate people are too apt to overlook ; for if spirits are
to manifest at all through physical chunnels, it can only be in accordance
with those laws which govern physical conditions and their corresponding
spiritual relations,

Why should not} a Spirit-hand be made sensible to vision? The
history, the religion, the traditions of all nations and times, aye, I might
say, the history and traditions of almost every family and household,
testify to the appearance not of the Spirit-hand alone, but of the entire
form.  And it the entire form of u Spirit cun be made visible, how much
more casy it must be, one would think, to make visible only a single
member of that form,

When, then, Mr, Conway tells us Spirit-manifestations are incredible,
this alone is a suflicient answer :—That it is and lhas ever been one of
the most universal faiths of mankind. It is of no use for u man to assert
that he cannot be put in the stocks when he is already there.

But let us ga a little further into this question, Spirit-manifestations
are incredible,  That is the assertion. Let us ask how’and where this
incredibility begins, I can understand that an Atheist may say, ™ Sir,
there isno Spiritual World, there are no spiritual agencies, consequently,
can be no spiritual manifestations.” Were 1 reasoning with such a per-
son, | should in substance reply :—* The argument is at least, consistent,
given the truth of the premises, and the inference undoubtedly follows.
But the truth of these premises is the point in question, and their false-
hood is proved by the very facts you impugn on the strength of your own
unfounded assumption.” But theve is no need in the present instance to
follow out this line of argument, as the Spiritual World and the immor-
tality of the soul are on both sides fully recognised, But it may help to
make the question clearer if we ask, inthe first instance, What is a Spirit?
I am now not speaking of the form, but of its interior nature, of that
which is necegsary to its conscious personal identity, Whatever differ-
cnces there may be on this point, I think we shall at least agree, that the
Spirit must possess intelligence, volition, affections.  Without these there
could be no continuous life—no conscious identity. 'The future life
would be altogether independent of the present life.  Memory is an in-
tegral part of our intelligenee, in its absence there could be no continuous
intelloctual life. How significant are the words in the parable,—* Son,
Renrupek that thou in thy lite-time,” &c,  Ah! what u joyful, and it
mauy be also, n ternble word, is that ;—ZRememéer, 1low penetrating, how
all-pervading should be the consideration, that not’alone the actions—
hut thar overy thought, every secret impulse, our temptations, our shames
ard wiumphs—all are written by ourselves in indelible charucters in the
hook of our own imumartal life.  Can then, I ask, can the tendor devoted
mother—-ready to sacririce her lite—nay, why did sacrifice her life tor her
child, daily and hourly sacrificing the ease, the comtorts, the enjoyments
—thit which to the merely gelfish natwre is the life oflite. Is it incredible
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that, when removed from that child by the ehange of death, leaving it
perchance among strangers ; is it incredible, I ask, that she should still
remember that once loved-—may we not say, still loved one? Ah! is
it not incredible (incredible I am sure it must ho to the heart of cvery
mother) that she ean ever forget it, ever cease to take an intelligent in-
terest in its welfare?

Would there exist the desire to manifest that affection? Who that
knows anything of the nature of affpction can for an instant doubt it?
Does the lover not seek to pour forth his passion 2 Does the affectionnte
child not desire to sit on the mother’s knee, and clasp its chubby arms
around her neck ? or the mother not desire that it shoald nestle in her
bosom ? Love, and the desire to manifest that love, are indeed inseparable;
But if love, and the desire to manifest love, survive death, is it, finally,
incredible that that desire should be realised 7 Weare told that tHeaven
is o place of perfect happiness; hut could there be perfect happiness if
one of one of the most legitimate-~one of the strongest and holiest de-
mands of our nature were to remain ungratified ?

And that demund is mutual, Tt has gone up from the heart of every
people and nation through all time. It has the force of n universal in.
stinct.  Only a few days ago we had the pleasure of listening, in these
tooms, to an claborate argument from Mr, Conway to prove the immor-
tality of man. e argued that wherever God had implanted an instinet
—a strong natural desire—he had provided for ity gratification.  The de-
sire, the craving, the instinct for immortality was the Divine pro-
mise and pledge of immortality, Whatever fuce there may be in
this argument, and I think it hag great force, applies, in an ahnost equal
degree, to the craving of the heart for spiritual communion,  Wha that
has loved and lost, has not longed with passiunate yearning for somo
token—some affectionate  remembrance —a word of consolation, a
look of furgiveness 2 In the agony of bereavemunt we cry —

¢ () for the touch ofa vanished hand,
And the souad of a voice that is still !’

The heart pleada fur spiritual communion, reason attests its truth, and
the full tide of humun experience flowing through the ages bears on its
broaid waters the evidence of a Love that conquers Death and

¢ Springs immortal in the human breast.”

Liet us look at the objection in another aspect.  Fither the facts alleged
by spiritualists are incredible, or the general conclision they deducee from
them is so. Une orthe other it must be, 1t either. Noaw take the most
common phenomena of the current manifestations—those to which M.
Conway torz particalarly referred; the rappings withoat visible or
known agency, the movements of ponderable hodies, the cxhibition of
the ™ Spirit.hand.”  Now these things, in the first instance, are matters
of simple obsvrvation, of which the senves take coguisance, and of the
reatity of which they are lully competent to judge.  For observe, the
senses have nothivg to do with the eaw vy of phenomena,  Whether
those to which Mr. Conway referrel are cansed by museular sgeney, or
electricity, or a new force, ursp rt-power, the senves cannot, and do nog
profess to determine. 1218 beyon L their provinee,  But they can deter-
mine whether souads are heard, whether o table rises in the airg or hands
are visible.  ‘Pheir testionmy oo these pointy cannot be affected, or be
renderest unworthy of bolief, by the judgnent we form as to the azencies
conerrned in their production Do then these phenomena heesme ine.
credible only wnea we attribute them to spititund age ey 2 Or s it only
the belief in sich ageacy that isin velble? Buthere the question is no
longer ane of phenomen, but of reasonieg. Ithat i weong, polot out
where aned how, Lot ws know what is tue flaw in the argument, It is
not a quastion of eredibility, but of right reasoning, of sound logie,

Of conrae | cannot now enter into that argzument,--into the general
evideneces ot Spirituaiism, | would only, to prevent misunderstanding,
remark thut no mere sHruds or movements or sights, however eccentric
and unaccountable, would of themuelves prove a spiritual agency 3 they
might possibly furnish probabilities of the existence of a* new foree,””
bat that is all. When, however, these are combined with the qualities
of which I hiave spoken~intelligence, will, attection, the conditions of
the problem ave no longer the same, I | receive o telegram informing
me, fur instance, that Mr. Conway is about to begin @ course of lectures
at Finshury Chapel, 1 don’t attribate the message to electrieity ; or the
wires, or a4 new furce, or to same latent intelligence, evalved from tho
battery ; but to an intelligent correspondent, who emplays the telegraph
as s medinm of conunanieation, Mo the table, the raps, and other
means, are but the instrumenty, the telegraphs for spivitual communica-
tion.

1 Spiritualinm increditde from lack of evilence?  On this point V.
Conwny’s tostimony was full anl explicit,  Hedrew a parallel between
the evidenee for Beripture miracles and for the maodern manitestations.
Those occurred cighteen centurivs ngo,in « rude, unseientific age, credulons
of marvel and mreacle ; these, in our owa day —in a cultivat d, scientiiie,
eritical, waterinbistic aze s these wore atteste b by wiits, thesa, by multi-
tudes ; the witnesses of those were obscure illiterate fishoermen, not
exactly sailozs, sad Mr. Conanv, but Gnakang asonewhat unelerionl jolic)
marits, aml we have o proverh as to the eredehiy of that class of pers
sons; sone of the withesses of thess are men ot high distnetion in
htesatuce and seicure 5 the records of those were not written till naany
yeurs sfter they were safid to hase oceurred, and are of doubtful authovs
ship : these have been written at the time and place of their ocewmrence,
by living men who ennhe questtoned and cross-examined, und their evie
denve Juie the publicity of the printing press, which at the time of the
former was unknown,  Mr. Conway went un to show that the conditions
under which some of the ancient marvels took plice, were similar to thase
of wrue of the modern marveds 3 aml he made a weries of comparisons to
show that on the seore of dignity, the modern manifestations were on n
PRr with sl of those whieh the beiief ot ag s bas consecratad 5 and he
fitully declured that al'le the evidene for the aneiest miraeles wonld not
be suffiviont to sewd mansn to eison tor o day, one-fourth of the evidenes
for Spiritueli-m would warrow » oy inoseuding nmanct s the galtows,

L seitde all shls admitted evidenee, Sprovaadion s shll bneredible, 1
fear o mpust ever remain so,  The verdict should bey ot sioply as Mr

Conway urged, “ not proven,” hut, “not proveable.” Ttis not that the
evidence iy not suflicient, but that no evidence can suffice.

I intimated in the carly part of this lecture that though I could not
recognise the ideal as w tonchstone of truth, thero are certain necessary
truths  with which no other truth can confliet,—such as the truth
of the multiplication table, and of the problemns of Fuclid. Beyond the
truths of number and form, which admit of demonstration, we soon get
into debateable ground. There are, however, certain moral instincts oF
laws, corresponding, [ think, to mathematical truths, inasmuch as the
mind cannot conceive them to he otherwise.  For instance, let the mind
realise the idea that God iy Love—the Infinite Good ; that he is the Uni
versal Father, loving His children with a deeper and truer love than that
of any earthly parent,  1f then any one should attribute to 11im conduct
of which no parent, no good wan—no bid man even, would be guilty,
would not this be ny incredible, ay manifestly impossible ns that two an
two make ten, or that the definition of a triangle is identical with thato
a circle,

Again, it would violate the laws of the human mind to believe that
effects could be without causes, or be the result of causes obviously an
demonstrably inadequate to theie production,  Thus, when Mr. ConwaY
attributes the movements of tubles at séances to the involuntary piessuré
of hands upon them, it may possibly apply to some cases, but when, as haé
happened in my own experience, o delicate woman has rested only the
tips of her fingers lightly on the upper surface of a table, which has rise?
from the ground notwithstanding the utmost effort of two powerft
muscular men to keep it dewn 3 or when, again, as has also happened 36
my cxperience, and in the presence of witnesses some of whom may be
now present, it hus risen without contact, at the distanco of more than d
vard from anyone present, and has kept perfect time to a tane p]u}‘cd-
like a datem in the hand of a music master, then, to attrihute such phe~
nomena to the cause named by Mr. Conway, is to assign them to a causé
manifestly inadequate to their production, or non-existent ; it is, :\s'h"
would say, to**outrage the laws of thought,” and, is therefore **m~
credible and impossible.”  Spiritnalism violates no necessary trath o
mathematies or of morals, nor does it affirm that phenomena ocenr with*
out a cause adequate to their production. To aflirm that they aré
caused by invisible or spiritual agency, is not to say that they are un”
caused.  All canses are invisible, and we need trace them back but @
very littlo way to find that they are so. I lift this book, it is——n manifes-
tation of spiritual foree.  Yes, I'he hand that raises it is moved by the
muscles of the arm, which ard acted on by the brain and nervesi
hut what is it which acts uponthem ¥ The impelling power isnot in fh}'
body. ‘There is no movement in a eorpse: it is the indwellmg spiit
which moves and nets, And it the spirit has this power while tabernacle:
in eluy, may not tho frecd spirit have the power to move a hook, or tables
or to 1ap, or otherwise manifest its presence according to its intelligenc®
and surrounding conditions ? .

The finul corelusion of Mr, Conway was, that in Spiritualism there 1
w gmall nuelews of faets; chicfly of the mesmerie kind, but that attached
to thiv, like the tail of a cower, isa vast body of superstition,  * Sapef”
stition," that is now-n-days o terrble word; it is the bogey which
frightens grown up people—there iy, however, really no reason to be
seared by ity People simply mean by it some religious helief more com-
preficnsive, or somn practice stricter than their own.  Fvervhody thinks
rome one else superstitious, and is in turn thought so himself. . To the
Atheist, Mr. Conway is supeistitious tor believing there is a God. ile
thinks thut Dr. Cumming, for instance, is superstititious for believing 1
the mircles of the New Testument 3 and Loth think the Spiritualist
superstitions for believing that miracles, so-eatled, ocenrin the Nineteenth
century as in the First.  If there is any superstition in believing facts—
not upon mere anthority, but upon tiir evidence nnd investigation —1
for one, mn not auxions to put in a disclaimer,

But these facts are chivdy of o mesmeric character.  Well, there aré
some people who scem to think that giving a thing n name iy equivalest
to furnishing an cxplanntion.  * Why is clay sticky *’ asks a school”
boy, * Beeause it hay adhesive properties,” sagely replies the pedagogue:
The answer sounds learned, but it may be doubted if theboy is any the
wizer for it.  Of what use is it to say that the facts of Spiritualism aré
mesmerie, unless it can be shown that there is no alliance between Mes-
merim and Spintoalism —that they have no common origin—that Mes:
merism in none of its phases is the manifestation of apiritual pawer. This
Mr. Conway did not attempt, it is not therefore necessiry to enter on the
cangiderition of this point, especially as the relation of Mesmmerism ¢
Npiritunlism was the topic of fast Sundny's lecture,

Buat in connection with this branch of his subject, Mr. Conway e
Juted an experience which first led him—ten years a0, to the consider-
ation of Npiritualism  He was on u visit to Boston, and his next neigh
hour, with whom hefrequently conversed in the garden, way an intelligent
old gontleman, and a firm believer in Spirituilism. e was in the hahit
af visiting a Mrs, Freeman, o me lium in Boston, through whom he be-
lieved himwetf to be in constant communication with his departed triends.
Believing that his neighbour was under n delusion, and &asting his  time
el money, Mr.Conwiy remonstrated, and at length the old gentlemun s
to him ** Yougo to Mrs, Freeman and it you don’t get something satistactory
Pl give up going there.” Mr. Conway went to Mrs, Freeman, who was pua
into the mesmeric state, and they were left alone. * Do you wish mc."
she then said, *to vist the Spirit-World or some place on earth?
“ Go to ty home, and tell me what is doing there,” was the reply,

ras o prrfect steanger in Hoston,” said Mr. Conway, “und 1 was sut®
n one there could know anything about me,” M. Freeman the?
gave an accurate deseription of Mr. Conway's house in Virginiay but 8
the deseription might have applied also to other houses, this did not 8°
formueh,  Bhe then deseribed eertain conversations and events ns takn®
plaee, and gave the name of 0 gentleman there—a name utterly unknow?
to Mr, Conway, ! e whole circumstances scemed wo improbable that
he abruptly elosed the interview 5 und when he got back he informed hi#
neighbour that M, Freeman bl told Fim what ho was sure coutd nat
possibly o true,  The old genticman scemed disconeertel bat kept h#
word, aud for o week did not go to Mrs. Freeman’s; butat the end of #
week, Mr, Conway-received a letter trom home, relating very unexpecte
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Occurrences, so similar to what Mrs. Freeman had told him, including
the very name she lind mentioned—that of an entire stranger—that Mr.
onway felt himself bound in honour to tell his neizhbour how the case
ctually stood. ¢ But this,” said Mr. Conway *‘though extraordinary,
May have heen only Clairvoyance or it might have heen but coincidence.”
Clairvoyante,™ well, that is simply a statement of the fact, it is no
®xplanation of it. Of course there was clear seeing, but what we want to
now i3 what or who was thus clear-seeing. It could not have been
Ratura} vision, for Mrs. Freeman's eyes were closed, and had they heen
open ever ro wide, she could not have scen what was taking place five
undred miles awny. I3ut there was also clear hearing for she gave an
#tcount of the conversation as well as of the evonts: more, there was
Mind reading, for she gave the name of a stranger there, evidently the
Nowledge of a fact within the conscionsness of the individual,  This may
ave heen the development of some latent spiritual power in Mrs. Free-

man! or it may have been a spirit-friend of Mr. Conway’s, desirous
of hiy convincement, aud who communicated through her organism. In
tither cage, it was what I think I am justified in calling a spiritual mani-
“Station, certainly it was not the reading of Mr. Conway's thoughts, in
ny sense, as his only thought on the matter was, that it was all untrue.
.B_l"- ‘it might have been only coincidence.”” This is only another
Tinging of changes on words.  Of course, it was coincidence, that is, the
¥0 things— Iry, Freeman's statementand the facts—were in agreement.
Uty for this phrase to have any meaning as an explanation, it must be
Understoad to mean, thit it was an undesigned, unconnected coincidence,
ut let any one consider the probubilities of the case, and he will at once
tee the absurdity of this explanation. As many houses as there ate in
Merica (to go no further) so many to one are the chances against
'¢ particular one in request being selected; as many as are the probable
OPics of conversation, so many to one are the chances ngainst just the right
One being hit ; so with the fucts deseribed; so with the name given ; and
0, you have to consider these chances not only singly, but in combi-
Pation. et any one try a simple experiment. 'Take the letters of the
MI’}\Z\bet, and put them.sep:xmtely in a bag, then shake them out, and
% long will it be before they so combine as to ferm a word—any word ;
6 how much longer before they indicatea particular word; how much
Onger hefore they form themselves into sentences, deseribing a complex
;.e"es of transactions ? Isnotthe supostition of the possibility of anything
t'}:“’ this so inconceivable as to violate the laws of the human mind, anl
U3, as Mr. Conway tells us, be incredible.
th ome other explanstions were hinted at. The raps, Mr. Conway
bught, proceeded from bodily electricity, and which, as in the case of
¢ grmuotus, could be projected at will. DBut every medium for the
e“Ps knows that they cannot be projected at will—that any action what-
Ver of the will is a disturbance of the necessary conditions of their
Bnifestation, that a state of passivity is a primary condition. Nor are
n  the sounds confined, as Mr. Conwayseemed to think, toa little ticking
;’“‘?. like that of a watch. In the Memorial presented to the Congress
18 conntry on this subject, signed by thirteen thousand persons, it is
c:,:ed in enumerating a * variety of sounds ™ that ‘at times powerful
i ecr‘;sj,lons occur, not unlike distant thunder or the discharge of ar-
Again, Mr. Conway considered the modern manifestations might
Posibly arise from peculiarities of climate and organization. Thus, in
Merica, where they have taken place on the largest scale, this might
1%e from jts cold dry atmosphere, and from the highly nervous organ-
o‘mon of the peopie, who, | was astonished to learn, were deﬁcm’nt in
t“e' of the tissues found in other races. Now, [ am far from thinking
~ha§ Physical conditions have nathing to do with this subject.  We know,

g:!‘msmnce, that the marvellous faculty of second-sight is found chiefly
the Highlands of Scotland, and other mountainous regions. Any

Manifestationg through physical channels mustcontorm to physical con-
10ns, and the laws governing their refations.

Audherc I mav remark that in the investigation of these conditions
eom rU}aLinns i u'gre_ut work within it.-! own province fur‘ science.to ac-
honp ish, and in which any man qualified for the task might achieve an

Ourable and lasting reputation.  But that this is no solution of the
tak em iy proved by the fact that Spirit-manifestation and communion
© place under the most opposite conditions of climate and of race. In

h !Ina, for justence, where the people are not distinguished for any groat
0° ectual activity, or for their nervoust- mparament, and where they are
for 'tﬂsfar as Lam aware,deficient in any of the tissues they have bee'n known
ing W0 thousand years. And in our own insular land—with all its damp
sinzke and fog, and where waistcoats are made of larger girth, the
dflle Phenomena oceur as across the Atlantic.  To explain these, some
“-Ieclze-r'- more occult ngency is needed than nerves, or atmosphere, or
sClricity, ‘T'his Mr. Conway thinks may be found in the refex action of
N:‘“d: a conclusion so far hopeful that it is generally the last halting-

e of the scientific mind on the road to Spiritnalism ; it gravitates to
‘h“ A3 naturally as the theological mind gruvitutus towards the Devil as

® final cause of mysterious and unexplained phenomenn.
spi? *upport of this view, Mi. Conway dwelt on the ditferent aspects of
mEntunlmn in Ameriea and in England.  There, where there was more
Spip: i freedom and greater divergency fron) orthodox opinion, thc

Pirity weyg heterodox ; he believed that Parkerisie was the farthest point

ot 1adoxy they had reached. 1lere, on the contrary, where there was
S° :(. tonservatism in religion, they were decidely more evangelical,
"This 9I' were here often opened by prayer, which was ne\‘:cr't?m case there,
Pape. pay remark, is an exaggeration. There i3 a b[vxfl}u;\lxst news-

'ber, which has been in existence some yeurs, called The Banner of

3;: ", one page of every number of which is occupied with 8 report of
‘he::'ml‘ssuges given at free séancgs ut the oflice of that journal; and

2 s€inces are almost invariably opened by prayer and fuvocation.
BAIN, in the volume called The Educator, consisting clue‘ﬂy of _messages
v(.“: rﬁ:'l‘ut }'arie!{ of subjeets, given through the mediumship of our
soorable friend, Mr. Spear, about twenty pages at the end are occupied

“ang, orms of prayer dictated by Spirits as suitable for various circum.
. L‘o::: and oOccasions.  Still, it 1s true that there is a general agreement

why espondence in the communications to the character of those to
W they ure uddressed, 16 may be, sud Mr, Conway, that being an
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insular people, the English, as Swedenborg affirms, have a Heaven of
their own, Perhiaps, atter all, Swedenborg was right.  1is representation
may have some trath in it—

“ What if eaven be like to Earth
More than on Earth is thought.”

Heaven, as corresponding to man’s nature, must be a social state.
Wlat is the law which governs association there? What governs it
here ? 1 speak not of association for business or convenience, but of
that arising from the nature of man:—for that Iaw must operate where-
ever, and under whatever circumstances man is found. It is the law of
sympathy—the attraction of mutualaflinities. I do notsay that there will
be those prejudices and antipathies of nation and race in the Spirit-World
which, unhappily, there is in this. God forbid! DBut it is surely not
unreasonable to think that Spirits will generally be in more intimate
sympathy and association with their kinsmen and friends,and countrymen,
and co-religionists, and cotempararies,—those whom they have known,
with whom they have most in common, than with others. And this will,
at least, in some measure, explain the law of spiritual communication ;
for those with whom they would most naturally wish to communicate on the
earth are those who arcin corresponding conditions and general agrecment
with themselves. Not uniformly so, for 1 have known * Frec-thinkers’ be-
come Christians,and Unitarians Trinitarians, whilst others again have he-
come Unitarfans, or Swedenborgians through the arguments and represen-
tations Spirits have addressed to them; and I have notunfrequently
known Spirits maintain views quite contrary to those of all present, and
which, therefore, could not have heen any reflex action of their minds;
but the general coincidence in tone of thought in the circle and in the
communications reccived by them is, I think, satisfuctorily explained by
that law of affinity to which I have referred.

On one point Mr. Conway and [ fully accord. Tic affirmed that if the
communications of the Spiritual-World with men could be demonstrated,
it would be a greater hoon to mankind than even the miracle of ruising
the dead to life. It would revolutionise our whole system of thought
and philosophy. This is, I think, our ample justification in pressing this
inquiry. Tt is not to minister to a craving for the marvellous, but that
we helieve it has important bearings upon the deepest questions of this
and of all time; that it tends to establish a higher faith and a truer
philesophy, both working in harmony, and so carrying out the designs of
Providence in the advancement of the best, the noblest interests of
humanity.

Mrs. MARSUALL gave another séance at the Lyceum Hall, on
Wednesday evening, Test questions were answered with
marvellous correctness. A gentleman's go'd chain was placed
near a tumbler under the table and was dropped into it. A
lady held a pocket handkerchief firmly against the top of the
table, which was perceptibly pulled from underneath with great
force. Mrs., Marshall's séances are of a very satisfactory cha-
racter. 'To us it is a simple eause for marvel, how sceptics can
witness the manifestations and fail to find convistion of their
spiritual origin.  Weare pleased to inform our readers thatshe
will give another séance next Wednesday, admitting the mem-
bers of the Spiritual Lyceum at halt-price. See advertisement.

THE ANGEL.

Why should'st thou fear the beautiful angel, Death
Who waits thee at the portals of the skies,

Ready to kiss away the struggling breath—
Ready with gentle hand to close thine eyes ?

How many a tranquil soul has passed away,—
Fled gladly from fierce pain and pleasures dim,
To the eternal splendour of the day ;
How many a troubled heavt still calls for him,

Spirits too tender for the battle here

Have turned from life, its hopes, its fears, its charme;
And children, shuddering at a world 8o drear

Have, smiling, passed away into his arms.

1fe whom thou fearest will, to ease its pain,
Lay his cold hand upon thy aching heart:

Will southe the terrors of thy troubied brain,
And bid the shadow of earth’s grief depart.

He will give back what neither time, nor might,
Nor passionate prayer, nor longing hope restore ;
(Dear as to long blind eyes recovered sight)
He will give back those who have gone before.

0, what were life, if life were all 1 Thine eyes

Ave blinded by their tears, or thou wouldst see
Thy treasures wait thee in the far-off skies,

And Death, thy friend, will give them all to thee.’

Household 1Vords.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

T. Durrsrr.—Thanks for the number of the
¢ British 8piritual Telegraph.””

Mr, Bpear is expected in London some time
before the month is out.

B. D., who has oceasionally contributed to. the
correspondence columns of the Spiritual
Times, has made an appenl to us on hehalf of
u Bpiritunlist, in whom he has great confi-
dence, hut who is now unfortunately involved
in misfortune, B. D. desires to reach the
sympathies of those who have spare means,
We have no space for his letter, but shall
gladly forward any monies that may reach us,

ConrresponpeNTs will plense to write legibly on
one side of the paper only, and us concisely as
possible. Ifthis rule is not observed we may
he compelled to veject even valuable com-
positions,

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c. We wish to
give as many facts as our spacoe will admit.
Correspondents should allow their names and
addresses to appear; nccounts of o super-
natural character should be given to the
public free from nll suspicion,

MRS, MARSHALL will give n Séance at
the Spiritual Lycoum, 14, Newman-street, Ox-
ford-street, every Wednesday evening, until
further notico. Admission, 5s. Members of the
Lyceum half-price. Tickets to be had of Mr. J.
H. Powell, on the premises.

SCALE OF CHARGES FUR ADVER-
TISEMENTS.
Two lines and under, 24,3 every additional
line, 8d.; a reduction for & series.

All Advertisements, pavable in advance, may
he forwarded to Mr, J. H. Powell, Spiritval
Times QOffice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st.

Advertistments for insertion in the current week
munt reach the Office on or hefore nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning,

To e Travg.—"1he Spiritual Times is pub-
lished at Ten o’clock on Friday morning, at
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street,
Oxfurd-street, and hy Jobh Candwell, 335,
Sunnd.

CouriaiNts have renched us that the Spiritunl
Times doss not always Hnd its way to country
aubscribers,  Those who have ditHculty
should send to us at the office 14, Newman
street, Oxford Street, W, and we will for-
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers
taking four copies cun have them post fres,
by remitting 8y, Bd, per quarter,

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES™ BY POST,

To facilitate the ohtaining of the Spiritual
Times, pnokets will be rent direct from the Office
nost free to any part of the United Kingdom,
by remitting, in advance, as under i

Copios. Weeks. Wecks. Weeks.
1. dd., or for 13, 35 84, 26, 6s.0d. 52 13s.
2, 8dy 4w Be3d. 10864, 21s
8, Bdyy u  w G&8d. 4, 13s0d4 ,, 26s
G, In L i8s04, ,,26a0d ,, A2

Post Office Orders must be made payable to
Mr. ], H. Powell, ntthe Post Offico, 26, Oxford-
atreet, corner of Rathbone«place.

FINHE SPIRITUALLYCEUM
14, Newman Street, Oxford Street,

This Ipstitution is astablished for the
wlvaucement of apiritual phenomena
and philosophy, It offers opportunitios
for investigators to colleot facts and
ahtain proots of Spirit Life. It brings
together friends to the cause, and presenta
a platform for the freeat Discussion. Its
rujes are sach ok to preclude no sectary,
whilat it nlma to eschew all sectarianiam.
Based on the eavdinal facts of Spirit Com-
munion sud Immortality, it invites nll who
recagnise, or desive to recognise, these
truthe.

The Lyceum has both religious and se-
outar uims,~roeligiousin the highest sense
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fuct and
duty from truth. Secalnr in the sense of
moulding the future by a wise realisation
of the pressut and o spiritnal coneeption
of its uses,

The growing spread of Spiritunliam in
Bugland ronders a contralinstitution neces-
sury to organize means to give distinctive

life to the various methods which abound
in isolated forms all over the kingdom.
To effect this most desirable objeet Mr, R,
Cooper has established the Lyceum, and
enrnestly solicits aid from all friends.
Many sincere nnd influential Spiritualists
have already subscribed, some two, others
one guinea each (the Iatter subscription
being the minimum). Those who sub-
scribe one or more guineas annually will
be entitled to the privilege of attending
all Lectures free. Spirit Drawings
and Works of a progressive character
will be added from time to time.
Mediums of recognised integrity and
power will be encouraged,and it is hoped
facilities may be afforded for the develop-
ment of such connected with the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation
upon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such pamphlets and distributing them.
All works of a spiritual and progressive
character can be supplied by us, Friends
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact,
as by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceum,

We feel pursuaded our work will
not be in vain, being assured amongst
the many thousands of truo Spiritualists
in this country alone there are many who
will gladly aid us.

APPLICATIONS FOR LECTURNS WILL RECRIVE
ATTENTION,

All communieations and remitiances to
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell,
Spiritual Tycenm, 14, Newman Street,
Oxford Street.

The payment of 2s. 6d. por quarter will
admit persons to Lectures and %iacussions
only.

In the Press. In ono volume, Domy 8vo,, of
ahout 450 pages, p;ice 108,~to Subscribers,
8, Gd,
gUPRA-MUNI)ANE FACTS, IN
) THE LIFE O J, B, FERGUSON;
Including twenty yours® observation of Preter-
Natural Phenomena,

Edited by T. L. Nicnors, M.D., anthor of
% Forty Years of Ameriean Life,” ** Biography
of the Brothers Davenport,” &e., &e.

This hook will contain tho porsonal experi-
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations,
during twenty yenrs, under favournble cireum-
stances, nnd over a wide runge of territory, of
vory remarkable phenomens, from tho most
striking physicsl, to the higher forms of paychi-
enl or spiritunl, manifestations. It will also
present, fram the coplous records of Mr. Fer
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy
given from the interior, nnd many tacts orally
related. Uho wark of the editor will bo the
seloction nad tha arrangemunt of the records
furnished him, and the orderly narration of
the fucts, and he has reason to believe that no
work of the present time contains accounts
of more remarknble, varied and important
phenomena than will be found in this volume,

All orders to he nent to Mr, J. [I, Powewne,

Spiritual lyeeum, 1, Newman.street,
Oxford-street, W.

In the Press,
l)UBLIO DISOUSSION ON
. SSPIRITUALISM and the CHAW-
ACTER of the MANIFESTATIONY of
the BROTIIEARS DAVENPORT,™ hetween
Jouy Brpronro Lgno and . I1. PowsLr,
Full Report, price 3d,, post-free, 4d.
Ta be bad of Mr. 4. H. Powell, Spiritual Ly-
ceum. 14, Newman-street, Oxford.street, W.

VLT BEDITOR OF TOE ¢SPIRIT-

UALTIMENY iaprepared to accept en~
gagementsto Lecture on Mesmeriam or Spivitunl-
ism.  Address, Spiritunl Lyceum, 14, Newman
Streat, Uxford Street, W,

PIRITUALISM; I'TS FACTSAN D
k) PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex-

periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing

by J. H. Powell. .

As an individual contribution to the geneml
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable.— alliam Howitl.

Mr. Powell's statcments of the answers hé
received to queries aro remarkable, and as h®
is ovidently a truthful writer, we cannot 40
otherwiso than advise the public to consuit the
work, * ® ® Many persons will rend Mr
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has n¢
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorows
language.—DPublio Opinion, March 12th, 1864

The sum of the matter is, that if one hasd
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, a8
what it actunlly aims at, he will gain a bette’
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell's volumé
than from any other that has yet been publisheds
not even oxcepting that of the great aposti®
medium, Mr, Home himself.—Caledonian Me™
cury, March 12, 1864,

This is the fourth book that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, 81%
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik-
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the hrevity
with which the sahject is presented, and th?
nature of thefacts or assumptions with which it
crammed from first to last. * * * Therel
much, very much to excite thought, whether t
compel conviction, or not. Tho enquiry i8
no means the contemptible thing that many

coplo wish to consider it. It deals withal®
eged facts, which, if true, are astounding; ar%
if false, still they arc ohjects of interest, an
they ought to be disposed of.—British Standard
March 18th, 1864.
To he had of the Author at the Lyceurn.
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