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8piritualism unfolds to our internal renses substantial realities, presenting

' 88 not only with the semblances, Imt the positive evidences .f etornal existence,

sausing us to feel that the vassing shadows we speak uf belung not to the spiritual,

but the ma-erial world. - It is ensy to imagine that we a‘e dealing with the a}-

®olute wnd enduring, beeanse we nssociate our thoughts witn the external and

Apparently lasting; but on veflection, we Ciscover that the ouly absolute and en—
ring facts are.beyond the.towh. .

——

A SHOOTING STAR AT EXETER IATLL.

Exerer Harw is famous for rhetorical displays. The Evan-
-gelical great guns make just such a noise as great guns
well-primed wvith powder make when it is ignited. Small
guns are not often lef off there. Were they, their report
‘Would be lost amid the deafening hisses of the assemblage.
t-has become the fashion to acknowledge the stars of the
Church as well as the Thoeatre; aud the Evangelical star
’heds abroad his lustre from the Exeter Iall pla{form with
a8 .much eclat as the Theatrical star from the boards of
Drury-lane. It is well that we pause before receiving all
the brilliance of the Exeter 1all luminaries as genuine star-
light—that wo assure ourselves ¢ their light so shines
ofore men that, seeing their good works, they may glorify
their Fathor which is in Heaven,” and not them—that their
light is dona _fidé—not casily oxtinguishable, and so on.

The Rev. Dr. BEdinond the other evening stood on the
Exeter IIall platform before members of the Young Men's
Christian Association and was the acknowledged ¢ star of
the evening.” His radiance shot off thus:—Many of the
manifestations could not be regarded as mere delusions of
modern Spiritualism, nor was the supposition of trick and
Juggling imposture sufficient to account for them. That
thore was a vast amount of this in exhibitions of the cha-
racter of those with which Londoners had lately been familiarised,
he made no question (the Davenports), nor did he doubt that
almost all the mere matorialistic phenomena could Do pro-
duced by clever juggling with opportunity for preparation ;
‘but this'would not nceount for all that seemed credibly at-
testod. On the othor hand, the theory of the agency of departed
-4pirits in the matter was without evidence and against it. (How
~does the Doctor prove this?) If there were spiritual
agency in it at all it could only, from the character of the
‘®ommunications, be of the Deril—(cheers)—and yet he had
felt when reading through some specimens of spiritualistic
effusion and narratives of spiritualistic phenomena, that it
Was almost an indignity to the Fend himself to ascribe
thl}m to him, except—and he wished this noted—on the
Principle that the Tempter would play with straws, if
thoreby he might hoodwink or lead astray the vanity of the
f‘)O_lis.h human soul. (Is it not a pity the Doctor gave no
Opinion of the phenomena and narratives which are outside
th_o circle of the “ some ?’) If, then, neither delusion, nor
trick, nor spiritual agency could be accepted as an expla-
Dation, What was the explanation ? le answered, as the
result of the inquiries which he had made, and which re-
*ult had not beon overthrown Liy anything meore recent,
that amidst a vast amount of fancy, imposture, jugglery,
and haply, too, of permitted Satantc deceits. (We thought

1 Devil would, as usual with Clerical opponents, find a
Welcome home with the Doetor.) There were in the midst
of those exhibitions, as in the kindred ones of mosmerism,

biology, clairvoyance and trance, indications of the discovery
of some physical power, which hercafter, whenbetter under-
stood, and known in its laws, and freed from superincum-
bent rubbish, might, like the eloctricspark, perform no unim-
portant part in the material or even mental advancement of
the race. As to the communications *¢ precious,” in the
midst of the community at present, one could not help
thinking that both the alleged Spiritual agents and their
embodied consociates might study with advantage a line in
an old Latin poem—

¢ Nec Deus intersit nisi dignus vindice nodus.'*

which might be freely translated—* Bring not a God upon
the scene unless you have something for a God to do;” or
still more freely paraphrasedin this fashion—
*Don't bring a Spirit from the world unseen
T'o rap your pate,or drum, or tambourine;

Or loosen knotted ropes from limb or wrist,
Which juggler's skill might quite as well untwist,”

(Loud laughter.)

‘We present Dr. Edmond with a paraphrase of his won-
drous pun—
(Don’t hring a'juggler to untwist a rope,
1iis spirit, like the spirit of the Pope,
Has its existence in *a world unsecn,’
And must not touch a rope or tambourine.)

But in another view thoese manifestations deserved a more
serious word. He knew not how the exhibitors now abode
by tho theory of the presence of departed spirits and their
agency in producing the varied phenomena of the ¢ strue-
ture,” but he would put the case thus regarding all such
displays. Ifthe parties themselves believed in such spiritual
interposition, and that the departed spirits of the feeble or
the ““ mighty dead” had nothing better to do than to play tricks
with knotted ropes and jingle musical tnstruments, then they

‘were much to be priied for their conceptions of a future and in-

visible state of betng. If not knowing, as atone time he saw
it stated, to what to ascribe the performances themselves,
they wero as anxious as others to make the discovery, thoy
must submit to many moro conditions than heretofore to
manifest their sincerity. (Would Dr. Edmond submit to
preach without tho ability to open his mouth, or would he
submit to read his sermon without light? What doss he
mean by submitting to moro conditions?)  If nware that all
was trick and sleight of hand, they would only avow as
much, then they might be left to try rival feats with others
of the adroit brotherhood without much interest on the part
of men who had earnest work to do.  But, if knowing that
there was nothing moro than clever jugglery in the whole
affair, any perfornters of such phenomena should econtinue
to ascribe the results to the intervention of the departed
dead, then the sooner they could be made to stand forth in
tho shame of an exposed and impudent cheat, the better for
the community and for themselves; and when stripped of
their pretensions, and proved to have bieen conscious impos-
tors, they stand befure the eye of the community, let them
bo visited with the righteous and unstinted indignation of
the world. (Cheers.) He scarcely knew a crime morg
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worthy of condign visitation, with scorn and withering re-
buke, than that which should put forth a piece of lying
trickery in the name of the dead. The pretenco was an
aifront to hoth worlds, outraging as it did the sweetest hopes
of humauity, trampling on some of tho dearest sanctities of
our naturo, and burlesquing the grandest and holiest aspi-
rations of mankind. 1le would inveke no pains or penal-
ties on the heads of such wicked libellers and caricaturists
on the awful eternity, but no amount of moral reprobation
could bo too severo. Lot men clap their hands at them and
hiss them from their place I”  (Loud applause.)

Tt will bo at onco porceived by those of our readers who
have at all studied the subject, that Dr. Edmond presented
the Young Men’s Christian Association with nothing but
the stalest platitudes made up of tho stalo erumbs of our
most ancient opponents. Yet his remarks were received
with loud cheers. Ile hLas, however, like others of his
cloth, made the not very gratifying admission that trick
and “ jugzling imposture” will not acconnt for all the mani-
fostations ; but spirit is the very last thing he will give in
to, and then it will all come from the Devil. Dr. Edmond
resombles Mr. Holyoake (barring the Devil theory) in his
style of doaling with the subject. Mr. IIolyonke and Dr.
Edmond are very dissimilar in their roligious views, but
they may certainly shake hands whon treating on Spirit-
ualism.  Supposing Dr. Edmond should find out after all
that the *¢departed spirits of the foeble and the mighty
dead” do * play tricks with knotted ropes,” &c., then he
will need to burden the whole question on tho shoulders of
the Devil.  Porhaps the “fiend” is working now, for it is
very suspicious that Dr. Edmond and Mr. Holyoake should
wall hand in hand. Tho prominent idea which strikes us
after reading the latter part of Dr. Edmond’s speech is that
he has taken it for granted the Davenports are tricksters
(and if so, they deserve stronger words than he cmploys),
and he is disposed to temper justice with mercy. But ho
has overrun hLis raco and so exhausted his strongth that he
has failed to see the mistake his hurry has caused. Why,
the Exeter Tlall speaker not having reversed the. order of
treating tho subject of the Davenports has been to them
just whitho has shown them tobe to therworld. Tf Dr.
Edmond hal not by inferenco implicated the medinms, Le
would have deserved at least respect; but to give his audi-
ence the hmpression that they are impostors without having
proved thom such, is not o display of that ¢« charity which
covereth o multitude of sins.” The theory of ‘‘somo
physical forea” is just unother form of expressing I'rofus-
sor Loomis's viow—a view, by-the-bye, we huve otten heard
expressed, hut never well defined—the deep problem of in-
tolligones boing too puzzling even fur the cleverost Solons
of scienco to sulvo,

Wo ure ploased to find that Exeter I1all has commenced
its work of opposition to our. ciuse. Now, we may safoly
predict & rumpus amongst the Evangelicals, which must
end in cansing the sabject to be made o more prominent
target than heretofore for the arrows of the pulpit. The
pross awd the plutform have set the examplo; we expect
the pulpit will not long lag behind, Bpiritualism, like a
rising sun, shels its radiance with fuller power as the day
of opposition advances, and diffuses light to tho world,
eclipsing the lustre of oven the sturs of Exoter Mall.

Tug following little bit of Spiritualism I think will interest
many readers of the Spiritual Times ; it is taken from a short
treatise of artificiul memory, written in Latin' by Jacob Col-
iuneus, aud published so long ago as 1515, and is valuable as
showing that a belief in evil spirits prevailed at that time
ataony the learned,  After stating the manuer in which memory,
the fuealry by whichman makes progress in the sciences, may be
steensthened, the author says “Sometimes sho becomes un-
steudy through heing hart by the mouth of a rat ; xhe fails and is
saacely tu be raized up  again, by sudden | fuar.  After
awhile oblivious clouds take cuptive the stricken mind ; its
slain testimionies depart with a trembling step.” The follow-
ing Is tie Latinof wiich the aboveis atranslation :—¢ Soriceo
imtabilis nonnungne laditar ore, Bxeidit ac subito vix relevanda
metn, Nabila mox ietam capiunt oblivin . montem. Afuziunt
tropido pignurn eossa gruda.”

T.E.D.

WILLIAM M. FAY AS A MEDIUM.

Last night, in Mr. Ilenderson’s Rooms, Prince of Wales
Theatre, Liverpool, Mr. Fay held a séance alone, i.e., unaided
by any other medium; of which thefollowing is a faithful
report from the Deily Post of that city,—

“Priy Davenvorr Broraers.—The pablic demonstrations ot
these remarkuble persons in Liverpool have been preceded Ly a
private séance, which was rendered the more remarkable from
the fuct that neither of them performed in it, the whole res-
wonsibility of the sitting being undertaken by their colleague,

Ir, Fay. The séunce took place in a private house, and amongst
those present were My, I1. J. Byron, thé dramatist and novelist,
My, Sorrell, of the London Morning Herald, Mr. Ilenderson of
the Prince of Wales Theatre, Mr. J. IL Nightingale, Mr. ‘I'. .
Hughes, Mr. L. J. Sefton, Mr', II. W. Pearson, Mr. L. Brough,
Mr. Baneroft, Mr. Hare, M, IL. ITime, and Mr. 1. 1. Tussell,
besides several ladies.  Theé Davenport party were represented
by Mre. Palimer, their agent, and Dr. Ferguson, who did the
speaking portion of the *entertainment” in a very gentle-
manly mauner, The oceasion was one of remarkable interest
froni the fact that it was the first time for two years that Mr.
I'ay had sat alone; and the chances of coufederacy were, by his
operating solus, consideralily reduced. So far as the writer of
this notico can judge, everyone who could be suspected of aiding
in the demonstrations was debarved from doing so by being in
contact with ana holding the hands of other persons whom it
wag imposaible could bein league with the exhibitors. Whatever
may be-the secret of the manifestations they are undoubtedly
amongst the most wonderful things ever witnessed, and every
person present at this séunce confessed that it was wholly im-
possible to explain the oceurrence in such conditions, and an
unprepared roem, of the phenomena which were witnessed - The
floating about of guitars and a tambourine, the strings being
strummed and the tambourine struck tho while, was rendered
perlectly evident to sense by the frequent concussion of instru-
ments with various persons in the circle.  Many, in various parts
of Lhe circle, experienced almost simultancous seizures of the
knees by hands. The most general excitement however, was
created by the removal of Mr. Fay’s cont while his hands were
tied and the roposenle 15 which feat wus immediately followed
Ly his becoming invested in the coat of 'a gentleman of the party,
the rope being still tight and the seal still nulnvoken,  As a con-
clding test, Mr. Fay sat in the centre with Mr. Nightingale aud
a gentleman of the Daily Post, while Messrs, Ferguson and
Palmer were Lheldby gentlemen of undoubted faith, A guitar
then whizzed around and came inte continued contact with the
three, while Mr. Fay’s hands and feet touched those of the two
gentlemen who sat with him, No deseription can cause in a
vearler the utterly dutubfounded condition which these feats pro-
duce upon those who actually witness them. Every one present
at the remarkable sfance we have thus briefly sketched felt that,
whatever might be the case with the ropo-tying, no explanation
hitherto publishéd bad bfforded any clue to the remarkable
wonders of the darksittings, The Tiverpool publie in general,
however, will hnve an opportunity tonight and during the week

of testing their ingenuity upon phenomena which we confess.

have hitherto baflled us.”

It is but justice to Mr, Fay to remark, that no one conneeted
with the reflection of these evidences in England is more sin-
cerely and honestly devoted to the strange and highly responsible
work devolving on such gifted men than he. IHe is ever at his
post, modestly, yet unyieldingly, ready for all occasions that
arise, aud where many shrink before the opposition of prejudice,
lie takes his unpretending position, to command in tho-end the

respect of all who witness impartially the wonders that attend -
him. There are many very marvellous things related of Mr.

Fay's mediumship that do not oceur so as to command public
attention, For example,—in a hilliard room, not long sinee, the
proprietor asked M. Vay if the maunifestations might not be

had there 7 Mr. Fuy responded, they coulld darken the room -

and try.  This was done, when all present holding each other's
hands, were mado to Liear a game played by invisible hands, the
balls moving as under the direction of expert players, aud the
game counted. The lights relit confirmed all that was heard in
the dark, and, of course, all were dumb-founded ! The writer
of this, from a enreful observation of Mr. Fay, is satisfied, that
through him, evidences of spirit-power enn he given equal to
any witnessed in the presence of any medinm befire the publie,
e deserved all that has been said in his praise ; and time, I
think, will show that no one is bLetter adapted in any way, to
the great movement of this age, in the unmistakable demonstra-
tions of physical power, from unseen hands, than Mre, Fay.
Liverpool, Feb. 14th, 1855, . AX OBsERVER.
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THE OUTBURST OF PAGAN SPIRITUALISM IN MADA-
“ GASCAR WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT TIHE ASSASSINATION
O* RADAMA IL

In No. 216 of n French Roman Catholic work. entitled *La Propaga-

' tion de la Foi,” (September, 1361), we meet with the following singular

: account of spiritual phenomena on a mighty scale, which, it appears,

preceded the recent revelution in Madagascar. The details of this revolu-

: tion will be fresh in our readers’ minds, together with the endcavours of
: Radama to introduce Christian usages amongst his subjects.

« Before relating the tragical end of Radama IL.,”” observes a writer
in*La Propagation de la Foi,” “it is needful to recall another fact
which has scarcely made a greater noise than the former, and which has
had two hundred thousand persons as witnesses;'’ it may, indeed, be
regarded as the prelude or avant-courier of the attack made upon the
unfortunate prince. This fact is the Ramanenjana

But what is the Ramanenjana ? you ask.

This word, expressive of lension, designates a singular malady which
shewed itself first in the south of Frane. There was knowledge of it
at Tananarive already a month previously, At first a vague rumour
circulated amongst the people regarding it. It was said that vast troops
of men and women attacked by a mysterious atfection were going up
towards the capital from the south in order to speak to the king on the
part of. his defunct mother. : It was said that these troops progressed by
short days’ journeys, camping each evening in the villages, and increasing

-in numbers by the recruits made upon the way.

" No one, however, imagined that the Ramanenjana was near to the
“city, when suddenly it made its appearance there a few days before
- Paim-Sunday.

Here-is what has been written to us on this subject : —

“ At the moment when we still helieved Ramanenjana, or Ramina be,
as it is called, was far from us, it has burst forth amongst us like a bomb-
shell. .We hear everywhere in the city of convulsions and convulsion-
naires. Their number is caleulated to be ten thousand. They are
encamped, at the present tim-, at Machamasina, a champs de mars,
situated at the foot of the capital, ‘Jhe uprear made is so great that we
are prevented from sleeping, you may imagine that the noise must be great,
when, from. the distance of a league it reaches us and troubles our repose.

“ On Shrove-Tuesday a grand review was to be held at Soanerana.
When the drums beat the * rappel,’ more than a thousand soldiers quitted
the ranks and commenced dancing the Ramanenjana. It was to no
purpose that the officers shouted, stormed, menaced, the review could
aot take place,

“““This malady acts especially upon the nerves, and cxercises there
such ¢ pression,” that it soon eauses convulsions and hallueination which
it ig ditficult to account for simply from a scientific point of view.

¢ Those who are attacked at tirst suffer from violant pains in the head,
in the nape of the neck, and then in the stomach. At the end of a little
time convulsions commence. It is at this point that the -patients begin
to speak with the Dead; they see the Queen Ranavalana, Radama the
first, Andrian, Ampoinémérnia, and other spirits of the departed, who
speak to them and give them various commissions.

* The Ramanenjana appears to be especially deputed by old Rana-
valona to signify to Radoma that he must return to the old state of
things, that he must cause prayer to cease, must send away the whites,

- must forbid the presence of swine within the holy city ; otherwise great
misfortunes would menace liim, and she would renounce him as herson.

“ Another effect of these hallucinations is, that the greater portion
of the persons subjected to their influences, . imagine thewn-
selves to be carrying burdens after the dead ; this one believes that he

- 18 bearing a packet of soap, another a copper, another a mattress, another
fire-arms, another keys, services of plate. &c.

“These ghosts must travel at a truly hellish speed since the unfor-
tunates who follow have the greatest difficulty in the world to keep
up with them, although they always run at full speed. No sooner do
they reccive the commission from the ghostly world than they begin to
Mamp with their feet, to cry aloud, to beseech for merey, moving their
hands and arms, shaking the ends of the ¢lamba’ or piece of cloth which
Crosses their bodies. Then they dart forward, shouting, dancing, leaping,
and agitating themselves convulsively. Their most ordinary cry is
* Ekala I’ and another, * Izahay maikia’—¢ we are in haste !’ Generally
& great crowd accompanies them, singing. clapping their hands and
beating a drum, This is, theysay, in order to increase their excitement,
and hasten their crisis, as one sees the experienced rider give his wild
courser the rein, and instead of seeking to restrain him, on thecontrary, press

im on by voice and spur until the steed, trembling beneath the hand
%hich leads him, breathless and covered with foam, ends by stopping of

18 own accord, utterly exhausted.

“ Although this malady especially attacks slaves, it, nevertheless, spares
0 rank. Thus a son of Radama and of Marie, his concubine, was
cen suddenly to become a prey to these hallucinations of the Raman-
€njana, and he commenced shouting, dancing, running like the rest. At
the first moment of alarm the king himselfset off in pursuit of his son;
but in his precipitate career, having slightly wounded his leg, a hiorse was
ordered to be kept saddled and bridled for him in case of fature need.

** The course pursued by these possessed erowds is never very decided.
Once, propelied by I know not what irreristable force, they spread them-
Selves over the country, now on one side, now on another. Befare the
h?‘y weck they hastened to the tombs where they danced and offered a
Piece of money.

* But on Palm-Sunday, singular coincident | a new fashion seized them,
and this was to go into the lower part of the towvn and cut a sugar cane;
this they brought back in triumph upon their shoulders and placed upon
the stone sacred to Mahamasin in honour of Ranavolona. There they
danced and agitated themselves with all their usual couvulsions. After
this they removed the cane and the piece of money, and returned from
t @ stone, leaping and dancing as they had gone thither,

* One of the possessed carried a bottlo filled with water upon his head,

to drink from and sprinkle himself from by the way, and it is surprising
to relate that, spite of his movements and convulsive evolutions, the
bottle remained in equilibrium, you would have said that it must have
been nailed and sealed to his scull.

We have just learned that a new fancy has seized them, which is that
they require every one to pull off their hats when they see the dancers
pass by,

“ Woe to all whorefuse to ohey this injunction, howsoever absurd it may
he. Already more than one struggle has resulted, which poor Radama
had hoped to avert by imposing o fine of 150 francs upon the refractory.
In order not to infringe this new roval command, the greater number of
the white population have determined to go out bare headed. One of our
fathers found himself exposed to a still more grave attack ; this was nothing
less than making him pull off his cassock, The Ramaninjana pretended
that the colour of black blinds they. Iortunately the father escaped
and re.entered Lis house without heing obliged to appear in his shirt,

“The attacks of these convultionaires are not continuous, Various of
them having made their grimaces before the sacred stone ; it is upon
this stone that the heir to the throne is mounted and presented to the
people,—threw themselves into the water, then returned tranquilly te
repose themselves till attacked by a new crisis. Others at times fall
exhausted upon the ronds and public places, there sleep and wake up
cured. Some, however, remain ill several days before they are entirely
freed from the disease. With others the evilis more tenacious and will
last nearly a fortnight.

“During the attack, the patients recognise no one. They do not
willingly reply to questions addressed to them, After the attack, if any-
thing is remembered, it is vaguely and as an occurrencein a dream.

* One somewhat remarkable circumstance is that in the midst of their
evolution, the hands and feet of the patients remain cold as ice, whilst the
rest of their body is bathed in perspiration, and their heads are asif
boiling.

“ Now what may he the origin of this singular malady ? Ilere every
one has a variety of opinions ; many attribute it to the Devil,as he has
already revealed himselfin turning and answering tables, &c. Thus few
persons wished to salute his diabolic majesty, and many have resigned
themselves quietly to walking bare headed.”

SPIRIT LOVE.

(Written for the Spiritual Times.)

By Apan Isaacs MENKEN.
" Where shines the star of thy destiny ?
Sweet spirit love ;
No longer o’er the azure sea,
It floateth on in majesty ;
Quenched is its light in eternity,
Dreaming above.

‘Where sounds the harp of thy minstrelsy
Gifted one ?

Are wlian strains now sung by thee 1

Is gpherical music thy harmony ?

With seraph souls, oh, canst thou be,
Tu the world unknown ?

Ob, say in thy clime still dost thou weep ?
Child of song ?
Doth earthly love thy heart yet steep,
In its dreomy waves, as pure, as deep,
As erst did o’er my spirit sweep
In joy along ?

My soul waits by the boundless sea
For thy voice, love !
No longer o’er the emerald lea
Thy lute-tones swell so light and free ;
And the night bird chants a dirge for thee,
My stricken dove.

Had earth no ties to bind thee here,
That thou should seek a brighter sphere?
I list thy answering voice to hear,
My spirit love.
The boundless sea in silence sleeps
And with mournful moaning weeps,
Thou art above!

THE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM FORTHCOMING
BENEFIT.

Tre Davenports and Mr, Fay have kindly consented to give
their usual cabinet and dark séances for the benefit of the
Spiritual Lyceum. The exhibitions are to take place in
Cambridge Iall, Nowman-street, Oxford-strect, on Satur-
day, March 4th, 1865. TFurther particulars will be shortly
announced. ,
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A CHURCH-YARD SCENE.

We have received the following from the Rev. K., whose
daughter’s clairvoyant-powers wo deseribed in our * visit to
Yorkshire.” I'rosh and, perhaps, more curious evidences of
spirit-faet are here presented. Mr. K. isa clergyman of the
Istablished Church; one who has already felt the cold, cal-
lous hand of cloth-persecution, owingto his boldness inspeak-
ing God’s truth, as revealed to him by modern Spiritualism.

It is because of this shameful fuct we feel it a duty we owe
to his large family, if not to himself, to withhold his name.
We hope shortly to present our readers with his  spiritual
expriences.”

On Sunday, the 15th January, I left the parsonage and
entered the church to put on my surplice as the funeral of
J——R was nigh at hand, and my danghter- Anne Jane
wes standing at the parlour window looking out for tho funeral.
Bhortly afterwards the funeral arrived, and all having' gone into
the church, my daughter saw a mau half kueeling with his head
bent, as if praying iu the air between the entrance door of the
tower and the door of the church, about the tinre when I woulil
be offering up my private prayer before commencing the service
in the chureh, and outside the poreh door she saw, as it were,
an archway of heals, while we were singing the 39th Psalm of
Kemble's compilation, ‘Lhere were some little boys belonging
to the parish playing in the churchyard, and peeping in at the
church door ; but there were a number of spivits full size stand-
ing about the door, andas one of the little boys was about to
peep in the church door, he seemed to her to put his head right
through the body of one of these spirits. and ‘there was a fine
large looking spirit of & man standing there also ; and when he
eaw the boys playing, he loocked down on them with n fixed,
steady gaze, and shortly afterwards the boys went away, as if
the spirit had willed them to depart. These spirits seemed to
disappear, aml other eight came and shewed her their faces, one
after another. Then she suw an elderly man appearing as n
clergyman, with a white eravat tied in a peculiar style, the ends
hanging down, with a large full beard. He seemed to glide
down from the ceuntre-of the tower, nue-there nlso appenred a
man and woman standing together above the church door look-
ing at her ; then there appeared a very fine full-sized man with
very long hair banging on his shoulders standing at the corner
of the door, but gbove it, and after looking at him forsome time,
there adpeared in his arms a most beautiful: little boy, about
thres yeurs of age, with light curly hair, nicely purted on the
right side, and just then the closing iymn began, and before I
came out, as [ always come out first to hewl the funeral to the
grave, there appeared the spirit of the dead person quite sallow
walking above the ground, aud immediately afterwards [ came,
the spirit preceded me qu‘t’. way to the grave, and then disap-
peared : the coffin was borne behind me, and the widow, leaning
ou her brother's arm behind that ; but my.danghtersaw a spivit
arm through her's, along with her Lrother at the samo time, aas
ifuupmrbing her. Winle we drew near the grave, she then saw
a great mist over all our. heads, which gradually resolved (itself
into a great crowd of spirits, all standing over our heads, with
the appearance of something jn a coffin-Lke form supported be-
tween them all,  This wenton for n.time, when she sawsthree
other apirits gliding along right through the air, still near the
earth, until they juined the crowd-of spivits, when immediately
one of thuse surrounding the coffii-like form rose a great deal
higher in app arance than any of the others, and this remained
until the s:rvice was endud ;. then she saw them all gather into
a group juit as I was about to move from the grave, and they
followed we to near the church door, and then vanished.

K.

REVIEW.

The Renlity of “Spirits and the Marpellous Phenomenon of their
Direct Writings; Demonstrated by Baron L. De Guldeustubbe.
Paris—A. Franck 67, Rue Richlieu.

This is one of the mast marvellons-books of the -age, proving
a3 it does by a series of careful experiments, not only the exis-
tanes ufa spiritual world, but also direet manifestations from the
beings thereof, without the slightest jutermedinte agency, If
ought eonbl eonvinee the obatinate materialist, blinded by his
owi cowreeit, it would be the oceular demonstration of the mar-
vellous phenomenon recorded in this volume. No man should
allow Lis mind to be so eucrusterd by Matevialism, as to render
igniterly inenpable of inquiry and proot.  In fact such n - mind
shacklod by chaing in its earthly dungeon, shus up from the
beautivs of this grand old world, dead to ull spiritual existence is
unable to pereeiven life beyond its present narrow aud limited
Lowuie,

“ Muterislism has thrown. its death-pall over the whole civil
ized world.  Knowledge has usurp the throne of Wisdom ; aud

even religion itself is fast werging into a thing of forms and
ceremounies, without the regenerating spirvit of life which raises
man from the mere animal, intoan immortal being ouly a little-
lower than the angels.”

The manifestations of spiritual beings from beyond the grave,
so ably deseribed in this volume will fall like sunshine upon the -
darkness, which at present envelopes this material age, causing
the greatest scientific seepties to pereeive that matter is not that
ommipotent power with which they have invested it, but only the
meve vehicle or mediam of spirit itself.  Enquiry and proof upon
this subject must and, will do their work, and in spite of the-
ridicule with which they are assailed. Truth, like light, cannot
be hid under a bushel. Tt must-and will roam through the -
world and light up every object it falls upon.. The scientific men
of this age are totally uulit to investigate the world of mind.
Spirit iy of too ethereal a nature for them to grasp. The clod
of earth, water,and the various guses are their kingdow, but the
soul which animates them is far beyond their ken. Their eyes
ure darkened to spiritual light. Prejudices, or scientifie super-
stition has befogged their ‘mental hemisphere, through which
they perceive but tho distorted object of spiritual things ; every
thing, except that which ean be hawdled, or possessed through
the crucible of what théy call common sense is therefore ignored.
The region of the ocenlt sciences istothem a domain unknown.
Imagination, the highest of our mentul faculties, a will o’-the-wisp
whicli leads men astray and plunges thom headlong into a quag-
mire of thought., Whatis imagination? Whatis thought 7 Wlho
canexplain § Are they net the higher faculties-or atbributes of
the soul itself?  Which, clogged here by Materialism, canuot
perfornt its true fanctions in the majority of minds. But lock
at this faéulty in our greatest poet ; ddes it not counstitute in him -
that rich mine of wisdom with which he has flooded the
whole civilized world.  Science is not wisdom, it is only a kuow-
ledge of the materials which compose this earth; buf wisdom
comes from another source—the two differ as wuch as matter
and spirit. ' What can rude matter know of the mind which -
mouh}s it?  And how can a man then whose whole life has been
spent in material enquiries be able to grapple with immaterial
onest Wisdom opens the gates of her brilliant world of light to
far different men, to those who have cousecrated their whole
lives: in enlightening the spirit rather than the mind ; devout
men who beliove in such a thing as faith, aud in the eflicacy of
prayer:  SocHa man is'the- autlior-of tlie Look under review,
Baron Guldenstubbé, who has rendered it the receptacle of the
Spirvitualism of all nations and all ages.  Space will notallow us -
to give more than amere glance ut the contents of this remark-
able volume, which, however, is rendered o comparatively easy
task. by translating the excellent summary at the end of the
boek..

Part the first contains Spiritualism of antiquity ; Spiritualism
sincer the Advent of Christ; Direct Writing of the Decalogue by
God 3 Mystevious Writings at the Ionst of Belshuzzar ; Speakiug.
Statue of Memnon ; Haunted and Fatidical Places ; Itvst Phenonie
enon of Direct 8pirit-Writing, proved by the Author During the-
month of August, 1856, Fac-similes of.the. Diroct Writing of
Spirita.

‘Ihe contents of the second part are : General RemarksCon-
cerning the Sucred Traditions of. Antiquity; Celestial Hierarehy,
according to the Chinese Traditions ; Celestinl Hierarchy, ac~
cording to the Ancient Persians; . Invisible Beings, aceording to
the Great Thinkers, of the Huwan Soul ; Immoriality 5 Eternity ;
and the Soul's Pre-existence. The Lithereal Body ; The Terres-
trinl Body of Death ; Tvansmigration ; Final Deliverance ; Wor-
ship of the Pitris or Manes of Ancestors ; Tutelage of the Spirits, .
according to the 'Sacred Traditions of Chinn; Inspiration ;
itxtacy of the Indians; Mystical Extacy of the Chinese and
Persians ; Conclusion.

The reader will exclaim, and justly so, what mental food for a
thoughtful mind ! But we must leave the learned portion of the
work to-detail the startling discovery of the direct writing of
thespirits, which is ofso novel and so0 highly intevesting a nature
that we should be doing an injustice to our veaders and to the
causc of Spiritnalism by omitting it.  We therefore proceed to
give as close a transhation of the original as our language
will admit of.  The important facts demonstrated and narrated.
by the author are of o nature so highly intellectual that they:
will at onee dispel the.oft repented objertions urged against Spirit-
uslism, viz., that all the manifestations from Spirit land are of so
frivoldus a charncter as totally .to ignove their supernatural
origin. The work is well written and is a casket of precions
thoughts of inestimable valne, worthy of being treasured in the
mental chamber of all deop thinking and religious men, crenting,
w4 it ddoes, upon subjects not only of the highest iuterest in this
life, but also in that which is to come,

Discovery of the Direct Writing of Spirits.  August 1st, 1856

* In the same hour came forth fingers of o man's hand, und wrote over
against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wails of the Kking's
palace, nnd the king saw the part of the hand that wrate, —Davign v, 5.

The author has made many experiments with tables, with his
honoruble friend, Count d'Ourches, a man .well versed in mAagie -
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and the oceult sciences. Little by little we succeeded in putting

tables in motion without touching them. Count d’Ourches has

even been able to raise them without the slightest contact. The

author has also made tables run about with great swiftness

without either touching them, or the formation of the magnetic

circle. He has produced similar results by the vibration of the

chords of a piano.  This phenomenon was obtained in the pre-

sence of C'ounts de Szaporg and d’Ourches on the 20th of January,

1856. All these phenomena truly revealed the reality of certain oc-

cult forces ; but these facts did not sufficiently demonstrate therenl and
substantial existence of invisible intelligences, independent of our

will and of our imagnation, the power of which, it is true, has|
inordinately increased in our days. Ience comes the reproach |
addressed to the American Spiritualists of having but insignifi-

cant and vague communications from the world of spirits, who

manifest themselves only by certain mysterious raps, and by the

vibration of sounds. There is in effoct but-one direct pheno-

menon at once intelligent and maleriel, independent of our will, and

of our imayination, such as the direct writing of the spirits, which

we have neither evoked nor invoked, which can serve as irre-

Jragable proof of the reality of the supernatural world.

The author being always in searclt of an intelligent and
palpable proof of the substantial reality of the supernatural
world, 8o as to be alle to demunstrate, by irrefragable facts, the
immortality of the soul, has never ceased addressing fervent
Prayers to the Loud, that he would vouchsafe to indicate to man
an infallible means of strengthening faith in the soul’s immor-
tality, that eternal foundation of religion itself. The Lord,
whose mercy is infinite, has copiously heard this feeble prayer.

On a beautiful day, the st of August, 1856, an idea crossed
the author’s mind, to-try if the spirits could write directly with-
out the intermediate agency of ¢ medium. Kunowing the direct
and marvellous writing of the Decalogue, according to Moses -
and the equally-direct and mysterious writing during the feast
of Belshazzar, according to Daniel ; having also heard of the
modern mysteries of Stratford, in America, where certain and
intelligible characters had been found traced upon some pieces
of paper, and which did not appear to have come from the
mediums, the anthor desived to prove the reality of .a pheno-
menon whose range, if it existed, would be immense.

He- therefore placed a sheet of white letter paper, tégether
With n pencil, in-a-box, which he locked and put the key in lis
Pocket, without acquainting: any one ‘of the experiment he had
made For twelve]days he waited in vain without finding the
loast trace of a pencil upon the paper, but what was his asronish-
ment, on the following day, the 13th of August, 1836, in obser-
ving certain mysterious characters upou the paper, Ilerepeated
the same experiment ten times during this ever memorable day,
in placing, at the expiration of ten miuntes [fresh pieces of white
paper in the same box. The experimeuts were, each time,
crowned with success.

On the following day, August 14th, the anthor made twenty
more: experiments, leaving the box open and keeping his eyes
continually upon.it. When he saw the eharacters of the words
In the Esthonian langnage, formed or engraved upon the paper
without the slightest movement of: the pencil. From this time,
secing the inutility of the pencil, the author has ceaxed placing
it upon the paper; he simply places a piece of white paper
upon the table near him, or upon the' pedestal of an ancient
8tatue, upon urns, sarchophaguses, &ec., at the Louvre, Saint

Jenis, and the Church of Saint Etienne-du-Mont  He also
Pursues the same plan in the various cemetries of Paris. The
author, however, cares very little for cemetries, as the greater
Number of spirits perfer the places in which they resided during
their earthly career, to those in which their wmortal remains
repose.

)V After proving the reality of.the phenomenon of the direct
Writing of the spirits by more than thirty repeated experi-
luents, the author s principal preaceapation was to demonstrate
the real existence of this miracle to other persons. He atjfirst
applied to his honorable friend Count d’Ourches, who, like him-
telf, has consecrated an-entive life-to the study of the occult
&Civnces and Spirvitualism. It was not until the expiration of
8iX séinces, held at the author’s residence, on the 16th of Augnst,
1856, at eleven o'clock at night; that Count d’Ourches raw, for
the first time, this wonderful phenomenon. The Count was at
first diseoncerted by the failure of our first experiments, although

e did not deubt the reality of this marvellous phenomenon,

nowing full.well that the author did not possess the gift of a
medium by weiting, as it weve, mechanically ; and he did not
attribute their nou-snccess precisely to the influence of demons:
ut he Leheved that. the malce of certain unfriendly spirits
Wished to deprive him of being an oceular witness of so evident
Amiracle. He therefore placed by the xide of the pujer intended
Lo receive the writing of the spirit, acopy of the fumous eriticism,
O‘f: the Apostle John upon the discerument of .good spirits,
E.lrsb Bpistle of St. Jolin, 4th chapter, 2nd verse :~—** Know by this
styn the Spirit of God. Erery spirit which confesses that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God.” At the end of ten minutes
“eymyathetic spivit, whose writing and signature the author
alterwards rocoguized, wrote divectly, and in the presence -of:

Count d'Ourches, the following :—*“ Je confesse Jesus en chair.”
(I confess Jesus in the flesh.) This spirit then frankly accepted
the sign, by which, ascording to St. John, we can recognize a
good spirit.  This plienomenon ought to confound all our ortho-
dox demonopogists, who believe in nothing but miracles wronght
by devils,

(To be continued’)

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE DAVENPORTS IN MANCHESTER.
To the Editor of the Spiritual Times,

Manchester, 12th February, 1865.

My dear sir,—T promised you at our last interview to give
you, as occasion would allow, some account of the progress of
the Davenport form of spiritual manifestations to the British
public. T do this with the greater pleasure, from my high sense
of your candid and diseriminative manuner of dealing with the
rarted phases of spiritual. appreach to this people, and the
interest you and your readers have evinced in the strange, and
yet effectual, demonsirations that ever attend these justly cele-
Lrated American-mediums,

After having given over two hundred public and private
séances in London, they are now, as you are aware, on their
tour through’ the provinces of the United Kingdom. Already
they have visited Brighton, St. Leonards, Hastings, Eastbourne,
Maidstone, Oxford, Canterbury, Dover, Iolkestone, Ashford,
Southsea, Aldershot Camp, Lewes, Wolverhampton, Newcastle-
on-Tyne, Bradford, Shrewsbury, and Manchester. At Manches-
ter their success has been signal, their séances here requiring the
lirgest hall in the city, capable of accommodating five thousand
persons. Indeed, it is but simple truth to say, they have been
triumphantly successful everywhere. Were they twenty men,
the demand of the public mind is such they could not fill the
engagements urgently offered. The Press, wherever they have
gone, yields lengthy columns to graphic descriptions of the
phenomena. They have not found it necessary to seek a notice
of their appearance in any place they. visit, Long articles Fre-
senting cvery diversity of estimate of. these straunge wonders,
precede, att:nd, and follow them wherever they go. The im-
pression-they leave is general,-strong and ineffaceable ; and from
a close and extended observation, anxiously but impartially
made, I am fully warrantéd in saying that impression can never
be lost in the besetting currents of popular prejudice and
materialistic denial.’

But what" will ‘most interest you and the friends of human
progress is, the manifestations become more striking as they
advanoe.” This is especially so in companies that seem drawn
together without outward conecert. Faces and entire forms of
persons have lLieen seen and attested by men and women of un-
douhted veracity. Only last night, with o full blazing fire and
a lighted candle in the room, myself and another -gentleman
(whose name is at your service), saw a full formed head ; wit-
nessed the disappearance as if by drinking of liquid in a tumbler,
amonnting to half-an-ounce or more, while various articles wore
earried to every portion of the room in full clear light. These -
evidences® came to us as unexpectedly as they were astounding.
And they show conclusively that there is a wise adaptation to
the demands which the conviction of the public, and the progress
of the nge, have developed. Indeed, sir, the facility and felicity
with which this increasing demand is met is-to me more wonder-
ful than the manifestations themselves. True, much opposition
lias been aroused. But this only serves to give interest and life
to the discussions that everywhere arise. This opposition also
defeats itself. Assuming that the phenomena were only a higher
form of legerdemain or jugalery, attention is directed to the
m's:rable imitations of tlie professors in these illnsory arts, and -
the result is, all see that there is something with the Davenports
that cannot even he imitated. The obstinate sceptic and preju-
diced denicr of the palpable facts is thus confounded in the
liouse of his friends ; that the science of enlightened and power-
ful England was compelled to eall upon jugglers to explain the
spiritual demonstrations of our times, is seen t» be as cowardly
aud ridiculous as it has proved: to be fallacious and absurd.  But
the work goes bravely on, and many have found- similar evi-
dences in 1hemselves, and even thaose who at tirst denied or
denounced, now own what they have  seen and heard” as not:
only © wonderful,” but as ¢ transcending what we can conceive
possible,” (the very words of-n. Bradford Jourual)

There is everything to encourage the nolle endeavours of such
men as yourself, your worthy and devoted friend Mr. Cooper,
and all who have sincercly recognised these evidences of epivitual
power, as the proof of man's immortal origin and destiny., It
is but the gentle dew and pattering rain on the parched earth
we now see and feel. The accwmmulating power and foree of
these evidences will sweep away every obstacle that now vainly
seeke 10 impede the onward and irresistible tide of truth and wis-
dom to all mankind,

Very faithfully yours,
OBSERVEV,

J
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« MODERN SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS,”

To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.

Sir,—In my letter which appeared in number 44 of the Spiritual Times,
allusion was made to the work of Adin Ballou under the ahove title—a
work which T had presented to Mr. Holyonke nearly twelye years ago—
and the statement was hazarded, that it would have been Impossible for
Mr. Holyoake to rise from the perusal of that work and maintain that
his representation of the facts of Spiritualism had received anything like
fair play at his hands, In confirmation of this verdict, ag well as for its
intrinsic excellenco in other respeets, I have now the pleqsure of sub-
mitting the following letter from a gentleman of high culture, whom I
should scarcely misdescribe by calling o friend of My, IHolyoake's,
and whom to know s to respect for perfuct candour angd scholarly attain-
ment. This gentleman had recently hecome interested in the assumed
spiritual phenomena, and had desired a conversation with me on the
subject. We met n fortnight ago and ppssed an evening of very deep
interest together.  Finding him open to evidence, I sent him the follow-
ing day a copy of the work in question without letting him know the re-
lationship in which 1 stood towards it, and simply desiring to have his
judgment of tha_bo«.)k after perusal. Ina few days I received the fol-
lowing communication :-—

*January 31st, 1865,

« My dear sir,—I am much indebted to you for your kindness in giving
me an opportunity of studying this little volume,” [ have read it with
great interest, and I think every candid reader of it must own, that hence-
farth he has no right to indulge in any dogmatic or derisive condemnation
of the views of the so-called * Spiritualists.’  The alleged facts of to-day
and the multitude of kindred phenomena which history brings before our
notice, are fur too conspicuous and respectable to he lightly rejected, as
self-delusions or deceptions ; and until some other hypothesiv is devised
which shall give an equally satisfactory explanation of the recorded ap-
pearences, it seems to me that the * spiritual * theory will have a fair claim
to the earnest and careful attention of ail thoughtful and scientific minds.
I, for one, have no hypothesis, by which to account for the principal fucts
recorded in this book, The ‘apncumatic® theory, mentioned in the in-
troduction, is, to my mind, utterly inadequate to meet the case ; for I
quite agree with Ar. Beecher that *automatic contingent operations
involve a self-contradiction,”

“The theory which refers us to the agency of evil spirits is not only
antecedently improbable, hut elearly disproved by the character of most
of the revelations; yet, the fact that Mr. Beecher was driven by the
logic of events to adopt this theery, isto my mind one of the strongest
possible testimonies to the genuineness of the manifestations. Suill, [
must own, that the mass of evidence adduced, varied and weighty though
it is, does not suffice to. overcome my strong opposing prejudices. I

shrink from the idea that communion with the departed is made depen-

dent on such conditions as we genetally read of in connection with those
manifeststions.  Whether this jrejudice is a weakness, a disturbing
eidolon, which Bacon would have us root out of our minds, or whether it
is & healthy protest of thesoul, | eannot determine; but certainly it i3
not sostrong as to prevent my calnnly considering the question, though
probably nothing short of personal experience of the most marked and
decisive kind would convert me into a thorough believer in ¢ Spiritual.
ism,* The judicious editor of the hook remarks that thero is much
which is repulsive to him, insome of what are presented in the volume
as unexceptionuble facts, and it appears that he would have had difli-
culty in accepting such statements had he not been to some extent pre-
pared for them by an extensive previous experience of facts, more refined
indeed, yet clearly pointing in the smne direction. It iy very probable
that, had 1 been favoured with a similar personal expericnce, my present
almost invincible repugnance would have been weakened if not contirely
removed.

“ One fact appears to me to stand ont very prominently in connection
with this question, namely, that a belief in * Spuritualism * is quite coh-
sistent with the possession of preat critical acumen, and high moral and
spiritunl gifis, Chapter fifteen, for instance, of this book, is a most in-
piring invitation to a diviner life, an invitation such us must meet with a
cordial and admiring response in all thoughtful men, bo they believers or
unbelievers in the * Spiritual’ hypothesis.®

% Allow me again, my dear sir, to thank you for your kindness, and
believe me to be,

Yours very truly.”

I reserve the writer's name simply because I have not his sanction for
the publication of his letter, and bhecause I do not know that he is
prepared to stand the odium of expressing an honest and candid judg-
mnent on a subject so generally tattoocd, if not scornfully ridiculed, by
bis peers. There is nnly one point ia his admirable letter in which I
desire to make a qualified remark, namely, that in which he states that
he shrinks from ** the idea that communion with the departed is made
dependent in such conditions,” &e. If he will refleet upon the case, he
will find that ** communion * i3 not, and is not stated to be, ** dependent **
on the conditions he refers to. External communications do generally
necessitate conditions which repel many sensitive minds like his own.
Bat these are only pursued for a given end, viz;—to afford demonstra-
tion to the eritical judgment of that which it is inclined to dispute.
Satisfied by demonstrutive evidence of the real existence and operative
efficiency of the departed, by evidence which does not admit of being
explained uway upou any hypothesis of ¢ delusion” or * imagination,’
the wind may dispose itself without distraction to true communion with
the depuited aside from all conditions save that of opening itac)f with
child-like trust to their aceess, Lor it is literally true, and not a mere
poetic fancy, that,

#*Thev haunt thesilence of the bronst,
Tmaginations ealm und fairy;
The memory hike a cloudless air,
The conseicnce us o sew ot rest ;|

But when the heart is full of din,
And doubt heside the portal waits,
They can but listen at the gates,
And hear the househiold jar within,”

The conditions my friend refers to, in truth, and it should never be for-
gotten in judging of the ¢ manifestations,’” arc mainly, if not entirely,
necessitated by the very spirit and opinions, which the critic brings to
bear upon the general subject of the future life. And to no class of
minds are even the ruder manifestations more essential, as tending to
widen the conception of what the future life is, than to that most sensi-
tive and reverential, but by their training conventionally narrowed class,
to which my correspondent belongs; albeit, he is cvidently at the outer
edge of it, and ready, on due evidence heing given, to take his place in
the ranks of a more catholic army of thinkers. To admnit the lower
forms of human life in the spirit-world surely does not exclude the
higher. Nothing is taken away from the nobler manifestations of mind
and heart, amidst which the refined world wish to dwell, The other
world is not. merely the holy place, or its reverse, which undeveloped
theologic spirits, both in and out of the flesh have painted it; but if
these modern manifestations are to be reccived, it presents a fair field for
the action of every human faculty and tendency. ‘I'he habit of. our
minds under the training of the schools is to restrict it too exclusively,
even among the liberally cducated, to wonder and veneration; hence,
the shock with which table-rapping and tipping, and other physical
phenomenn, however innocent in themselves, and merely telegraphic
they are, at first come upon us. A little reflection soon puts these
and all other “shecking’” things in their places, and the spirit-world
rises sercne through all, unshorn of any glory with which the human
imagination ean invest it, and, indeed, when the other phenomenu are
daly taken into account, presenting indications of glories unimagined
infinitudes beyond the reach of the grandest intellects on earth. To
think that not only may we commune with ** the departed,”” but that the
whole spiritunl universe is open to our spirits without let or hindrance ;
that we have simply to open the gates of our nature und even the King
of Glory may enter, is surely a conception from which no human being
nced ghrink, except, indeed, iu abasement for his own want of purity.
This, however, is a very different thing from shrinking at these poor
external manifestations, Perhaps, if we hadmore of the humility which,
hut for accompanying divine affetion making it bold would canse us to
shrink from the one, we might have less tendency to shrink from the
other ; we might more readily sec the divine idea m these outer things,
and hesitate before we cealled them * common and.unclewn.”

I havo made my friend’s confession a pey to.hang, perhaps, too long a
robe of dissertation upon, But the species of objections 1 have been
combatting are too common not to justify a somewhat full and explicit
reply. livery competent reuder must admit.and appreciate the candour
and ability of the letter which has atforded my text, and happy in having
the opportunity of submitting it through your columns,

1 remain, sir, yours, &e.,
ANDREW LEIGHTON,

THE BRUMMAGEM COUNFERFEIT.
(To the Editor of the Star.)

81r,— About three weeks ngo a letter headed ¢ The Davenports
Outdone at Fastbourne ” appeared in your columng, in which it
was asserted that a Mr. Dempster -had discovered- the trick of
the Davenport manifestntions. As tho introducer of the Daven-
port Brothers to Kugland, 1 wrote u letter in reply, to which you
refused insertion, Being in London at the time, I called upon
you and comylnined of your unfairness in the matter, and was
thien informed that your reason fur not inserting my letter was,
that you were satisfied that the Davenports were imposters.
Tolmague had proved them to be such by doing all they did.

On Wednesday Herr Tolmagna visited this town as “the
great opponent of the Brothers Davenport,” and I was induced.
from motives of curiosity and froni what you said, to pay. him
a visit, expecting at last to seo something “clever.” Ie began
by complimenting the Davenports on their cleverness, but
asserted they were “awful humbugs ;' and then proceeded with
his imitation of them, lle was tied by one of our Churcnwar-
dens, who, by the way, is the champion of the anti-Spiritualists
in this town, with a rope considerably larger and stiffer than
those used by the Davenports, and in an entirely differenr man-
ner to that in whicl they are generally tied, the wrists being
perfectly free. 1Ie was then placed, seated ona-chair behind »
scereen, with some instruments al his feet, which he at ouce
began to kick about. In about five minutes, havingjmanaged to
extricate one arm, he put his hand through a slit in the screen ;
with gome instruments at his feet, which he at once began to
kick about, In about five minvtes, having managed to extri-
cate an arm, he put his haud through a slitin thescreen : after
another intnrvn}, he was able to expose his other hand. He
then attempted to throw a tambourine over the screen, but in.
stead of doing so, threw it against a chandelier that hung over-
head, causing a shower of broken glass—a manifestation not in
the i):wenpm't programme. Being now free from his rope, he
wade o great noise behind the sereen and then ecoolly walked
forth, elaiming to have done all the Davenports did !

Now, T ask any one who has seen the Davenport exhibition,
whether this trumpery affair can for one moment bo placed in
competition with it, and whether it is not an act of gross dis-
honeaty or sheer stupidity, and an insult to the understanding,
to offer it as an explanation of the Davenport mysteries.-~I am,
&e., Roprrr Coorrr.

IZastbourne, Feb. 0th, 1865,
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MRS. ELIZA W. FARNITAM,

TrE death of this indefatigable philanthropist and distinguished
author took place un Thursday morning, Dec, 14th, at the resi-
dence of Mr, B. F. Voorhees, in this city. Mrs., Farnham was
orn at Rensselaerville, Albany County, Nov, 17, 1815, and had
consequently just entered her fiftieth year at the time of her
death. Ier family name was Burhans, and in 1836 she was
married to Mr. Thomas J. Farnham, a traveller and writer of
considerable note. After residing for a few yearsin the State
of Iilinois, she returned to New York, devoting herself mainly
to works of benevolence and social reform. In 181% she was
appointed matron of the female department of Sing Sing State
rison, in which office her kind and judicious efforts in behalf of
the convicets were productive of the happiest effects. During her
Tesidence at Sing Sing she published her first work entitled
Life in the Prairie Land,” and edited an edition of Sampson’s
Criminal - Jurisprudence.” In 1848, she was counected with
the institution for the Blind in Boston, and in 1849 followed her
husband to California, where she remained until 1856, Upon
er return to New York in that year, she published an account
of her experience in the Golden State, entitled “ California In-
oors and Out,” and for the next two years devoted herself to
the study of medicine. In 1839, she organised a society for the
aid of emigraut women, large numbers of whom she accompanied
2t different times tothe Westand to California. The saue year
she published an autobiographical sketch called “My Larly
ays,” 'The work by which Mrs. Farnham will be chiefly re-
Membered, aud to the preparation of which she had devoted her
best labours for twenty years, entitled “The Era of Woman,”
Was published about a yearsince, and attracted not alittle atten-
tion by the originality and boldness of its views, and the vigo-
Tous jngenuity with which they were maintained. She was a
generous, noble-hearted woman, fully imbued with the spirit of
self-devotion, with strong faith in the lofty destinies of humanity,
and cherishing an ardent zeal for whatever promised to advance
its progress and elevation.—New York Daily Tribune. -

{Mrs. Farnham was a thorough and well known Spiritualist,
and brought to it all the energy, sincerity, and highest sym-
pathy of lier character. Her faith as a Spiritualist sustained herin
sickness as it had done in health, and she welcomed doath as a
friend and not as an enemy, for it was to conduct her to the
8cenes and the life that she longed for. Judge Edmonds, who
attended her funeral, says of her, “No adequate idea can be
formed of the difficulties she encountered iy life. Her domestic
relations were not happy. She has followed two or three chil-

Tento the grave, She has always been poor, and often in ab-
solute want, yetshe has never been untrue to the principles she
Sought to carry out in her intercourse with her fellow men. The
world could not knrow the extent of the good she has doune
Unless she trumpeted her owu praises, and this she has never

oue, Could you know her as I have done, you would agree
With me that she was one of the most extraordinary women of
the age.”]

S—

TESTIMONY OF SPIRIT POWER FROM JOANNA
SOUTIICOTE'S WRITINGS.

TbnaLy here insert how my mother conversed with me in 1792,

;ﬂld what followed in the eusuing year 1793, which is as fol-
OWSg 1o

€« . . . !
After the prophecies of what was coming on all nations

had been revealed to me in 1792, these words were said to me:
eave thy work and go to thy sister’s and write what I have
Tevealed to thee; for what I have put into thy mouth I will
110 wpon the earth. 1 have begun, aml I will make an end.’
us yammons [ obeyed, and the next day brought pens, ink,
and paper, and began to write what was revealed to me, as
Mmay -be -seen+in' my First Book. [n the evening as I was
going to bed, [ felt in my heart a great love fora spirit, which
I thought was nearme.- I said in alow voice to myself, Wiat
8pirit is near me, which Ifeel in my heart to love so? In a
0w whisper I was answered, ‘It is thy mother, and if thou
lzust courage to see me I will appear to thee.” I said [ had,
he said, “'This isa sign to thee.’ and gave three havd knocks
O my bed-head, and told me to exert my fortitule. T rose up
I my bed, but hearing something rustle by my bed side, all my
Tesolution failed me, and I laid down and covered over my head,
Again, in a soft whisper, these words were said, ¢ My dear child,
ou art afraid, and 1 cannot appear to thee,’ I said, * My
dear mother, I am not afraid, and rose up again; but when T
felln the hedelothes moved my fears increassil again, and she
said, ‘ Thou art afraid, and T cannot appear, but Lean converse
With thee invisibly as well as visibly, [ thenasked herif ¢ she
Was happy.” She answered, ‘Yes; Mrs, Channon and me are
h:fpp_y together in glory and rejoice to see Mrs. Minitie, Mrs.

Woolland snd you go united together. "

Danien Jones

DR. PUSEY A WITNESS FOR SPIRITUALISM.

In a sermon preaclied to the sisterhood in Osnaburg-street,
London, Dr. Pusey related this ancedote :—

“ I was passing down a somewhat erowded street in Oxford,
when I was surprised to perceive at my elbow a man whom 1
believed too ill at the time to leave his bed. e said ¢ Dr. Pusey,
I have been burning in hell the last hour for that lie I told
you! (Dr. Pusey's listeners understood of the lie, that it had
been told at the confessional, which of course would add to the
enormity of the sin.) ‘I turned round,” the Doctor went on
to say, ‘ to ask an explanation, but the people pressed upon me,
and I lost sight of the fizure of the man whé accosted me, In
great surprise, I hastened to his residence, and learnt at the
door that he had heen dead about an hour,” "—Sisterhoods in the
Church of England. By Margaret Goodman, page 25,

Wz cut the following from one of the morning papers of
Feb. 16th :—

THE-DAVENPORT BROTHERS IN LIVERPOOL.

Excrrine SoeENE—Desrruction oF ‘Tnnrr CABINET..
(By Electric Telegraph.) !
Liverroor, Wednesday Night.

At the séance given by the Brothers Davenport, in St. George's
Hall, to-night, the audience elected Mr. Cummins and Mr, Hulley
as the committee to tie the brothers. The Davenports objected
at first, but ultimately agreed. When being tied, one of the
brothers said Mr: Canumins was injuring him, and: Dr. Ferguson
(the exhibitor) cut the cord. The brother showed blood on his
wrist,  Dr. Ferguson said it was caused by the rope, but Mr.
Cummins declared Dr, Ferguson had used the knife to 'do it.
Great dissatisfaction was expressed and general uproar ensued,
during which the brothers retived. A crowd from the audience
rushed on the stage, pushed Dr. Fergusoninto the cabinet, and
then upset and broke it into a thousand pieces, which were
seized and distributed as souwvenirs. The police were entirely
useless., An indignation meeting is now holding as to the return
of the entrance money.

It is evident rowdyism has, not yet, even in free England,
soen its last days. . Howmany cabinets will need to be shat-
tered to pieces to expose the ““trick?”

We shall, doubtless, have further- details from next
number, meanwhile, a friend of the: subject which the
Davenports represent, proposes the establishment of a fund
for prosecuting the ringleaders of this cowardly.and igno-
rant rabble, and expresses his willingnoess to contribute o
guinoa towards such object.

M

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS OUTDONE,

At the Cirque Napoleon, Paris, two brothers named Bonheur,
magnetise -each other with marvellous results. A - gorgeous
d"Aubasson carpet is thrown over a raised platform, iu the
centre of which is the usual gilt table and arm c¢hair, The
brothers appear, followed by a page, exquisitely costumed,
whose rosy cheeks betray her sex.  The elder Bonheur magne-
tises the younger. The usual blindfolding by layers of cotton
and countless silk handkerchiefs next takes place. The som-
nambulist then reads visiting cards in sealed envelopes, deci-
phers minute figures concealed beneath heug)s of paper, and
tinally tells you the number engraved on the inner case of
your watch, of which vou were probably in utter ignorance till
informed thereof by this somnmmbulist’s artistic performances.
The elder Bonheur descends from his dais, and you whisper
the name of 2 well known character in his ear; the somnam-
bualist instantly rvises, walks straightway to a black board pre-
viously arranged by the fair page, and his eyes undoubtedly
Landaged, he sketehes with white chalk a cleverly-done out-
line of the personnge whose name you have given tomaguetise,
Victor Emmanuel, Trsmartine, Alexandre Dumas, - successively
appeared on the magie board and were undoubtedly well done.
Meyrebeer was the only failure ; butit will be remembered that
his expression was extremely diilienlt to seize at any time.
There was no visible communiceation between the magnetiser
and the sownambulist,

2
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TYMYHE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM

14, Newman Street, Oxford Street,
. This Institution is established for the
advancement of spiritual phenomena
and philosophy. 1t offers opportunities
for investigators to collect facts and
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings
together friends to the cause, and presents
a platform for the freest Discussion. Its
rules are such as to precluds no sectary,
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism.
Based on the cardinal facts of Spirit Com-
munion and Immortality, it invites all who
recognise, or desire to recognise, these
truths.

The Lyceum has both religious and se-
cular aims,~—religiousin the highest sense
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of
moulding the future L¥ a wise realisation
of the present and a spiritual conception
of its uses.

The growing spread of Spiritualism in
Englandrenders a centralinstitution neces-
sary to organize means to give distinctive
life to the various methods which abound
in isolatrd formns all over the kingdom.
To effect this most desirable object Mr, R,
Cooper, the Proprietor, and Mr. J. H.
Powell, the Editor, of the Spiritual Times,
have established the Lyceum. They have

ut the machinery in motion. (Mr. Cooper
searing the monetary, and Mr. Powell the
practical working, responsibilities) and
earnestly solicit aid from all friends.
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists
have already subsecribed, some two, others
one guinen each (the latter subscription
being the minimum). Those who sub.
scribe one or more guineas annually avill
be entitled to the privilege of attending
all Lectures and the Reading Room free.
The Reading Room is.open daily from
12 a.n. to 10 pum. and contains the prineipal
spiritual publications of America. France,
and England ; besides these, the first class
dailies, weeklies and quarterlies,  Spirit
Drawings and Works of a progressive
character willbe added from time to time,
Mediums of recognised integrity and
}mwer will be encouraged, and it is hoped
acilities may be atforded for the develop-
ment of such connected with the Lyceum.

A printing press is now in operation
npon the premises for printing of the
Spiritual Tones nnd Tracts and Pamphlets
on spiritual topics. Iriends desirous of
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may
aid the cause materially by purchasing
such pampllets and distributing  them.
All works of a spiritual and progressive
character ean be supplied by us.  Friends
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact,
a8 by purchasing their books of us they
aid the Lyceum.

We feel pursnaded our work will
not be in .vain, being assurved amongst
the many thousands of true Spiritualists
in this country alone there are many who
will gladly aid s,

Arericatioxs ro Lucrunes wint Recerve
ATTENTION,

All communieations aud remittances to
be forwarded to Mr. J. II. Powell,
Spintual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street,
Oxfurd Street,

The payment of 23, Gd. per quarter will
admit persons to Lectures aud Discussions
only,

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM.

Sunday Frening Lectures or Conversational
Meetings, &c. at 7, p.m.

Sunday Morning Scrmens, by the Rev, J,
M. 8praun, oa Sunduy Morning next, Febru-
ary 19th, to commence at half-past eleven.

———

Bubject:—Ancient and Modern Reveln-
tion,

MAMBRIDGE HALL, 14, NI'W-
MAN -STREET, Oxford-street.  On
MONDAY, F¥chruary 20th, 1865, Mr. R.
Coorenr, Proprictor of the * Spiritual Times,”
will deliver & LECTURL at the above lall.
Subject :—* Spirit - Manifestations.”  Doors
open at half-past seven, to commence ateight,
Front Seats 1s., Back Seats Gd.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

ConresponpENTS will please to write legibly on
one side of the paper only, and as coneiscly s
possible.  If this rule is not observed we may
be compelled to reject even valuable com-
positions,

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &e, We wish to
give as many facts as our space will admit,
Correspondents should allow their names und
addresses to appear; accounts of a super-
natural character should be given to the
publie free from all suspicion,

SCALLL OF CHARGES FOR ADVER-
TISKEMENTS,

Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional
line, 3d.; a reduction for a series

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may
he forwarded.to Mr, J. I1. Powell, Spiritual
Times QOtlice, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-
street.

Advertistments for insertion in the current week
must reach the Office on or hefore nine o’clock
on Wednesday morning,

To mite Tuape.~The Spiritual Times is pub-
lished .at ‘T'en o’clock on Lridny morning, at

the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman.street,
Oxford-street, and by Job Caudwell, 335,
Strand,

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES* BY POST.

To fucilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual
Times, packets will he sent divect fiom the Office
post free to any part of the United Kingdom,
hy remittiny, in advance, as under ;—

Coples. Weeks. Weceks. Wecks.
1. 3d,or for 13, 3s.3d. 20, (3.64. 52 13s.
25, w o 8w A, 10s6d. 21
3, 6d, 4 . 68,60, 13804 ., 20s.
G, 1s. ., 1340d, 06804, ,, 52s.

Post Office Orders must be made pnyable to
Mr. ). 1. Powell, atthe Post Office, 26, Oxford-
street,

List of Agents for the * Spititual Times.”
Loxpon,— 1, Pitiman, 20, Daternoster-row,

F. Marks, Broadway, Ludgate-hill.

1. Farrab, 282, Suand,

Arthu. I, Gilby, flallesville-road. Canning-town.
James Bu ns, Progressive Library, Camberwell.
Publishing Company, 147, Flect-street,

Mrs, Funnicane, 117, Aldersgate-street,
Kpinpunras,—James Mushat, 2449, High-strect.
Braprorn,~Joseph Tand,
Newcastie-ox-TyNe, Thomas P. Darkas, 49,

Girainger strecet.

Briauron,— Ahhot, Queen’s-road,
KinsstoN-on-THamrs,—Bryden.
Norrinanas,—Jeddiah Hitcheock,Alfred-street
Easrsovrne,—Mr. Applegate.

*,* We shall be glad to receive addidional

names as Agents,

Mr. and Mrs, Warracs hold Séances cvery
Sunday, Monday, and Tucsday evenings, at 7
o'elock, at 139, George's-road, Holloway,

Fep. 8vo. pp. 68, Price 44, post free.
FEW WORDS on tho PENTA-
TRUCH, Christian Spiritualism, Re-

generntion, and ather allicd  subjects hy a

Layman, London: James Burs, Progressive

Library, Camberwell,

WNTEWPSATM and HYMN TUNES,
TH DEUM, and TWENTY.FOUR

ORIGINAYL CHANTS, Composed and Ar-

vanged, witit voice parts eomplete, for the

Organ, Harmonium, and Piuno, by Ronrur

Chopen,—~Price 28,3 cloth, 35, 6d.

London: Novello & Co, 69, Dean Street, Soho.

The Huarmonies, both in invention and ar-
rangement, are musical to a very high degree
an ¢, altoxether, the work isone whieh can be
strongly reenmmended, and will e sure to meet
with approval, — Drignton Guardian.

SPIRITU ALISM; IS FACISAND
) PITASES, Tinstrate { with Personal Fx-
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing,
by J. H. Powell.

As an individual contribution to the general
mass of testimony on this great topic of the
age, it is very valuable.~— Walliam Howitt,

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he
received to queries are remarkable, and as he
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do
otherwise than advise the public to consult the
work., * * * Many persons will read Mr.
Powell's narrative with interest, for it has no
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous
language.—Public (ipinion, March 12th, 1864,

The sum of the matter is, that if one has a
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better
and clearer view of it from Mr, Powell's volume
than from any other that has yet been published,
not even excepting that of the greut apostle
medium, Mr. Llome himselt.—Caledonian Mer-
cury, March 12, 1864,

This is the fowrth book that has recently
come to our hands on the same subject, and,
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik-
ing of all the former, perhaps, fiom the brevity
with which the subject is presented, and the
nature of thefacts or assumptions with which itis
crummed from first to last, * * * Thereis
much, very much to excite thought, whether to
compel convietion, or not, The enquiry is by
no means the contemptible thing that many
people wish to consider it. 1t deals;with al-
{eged facts, which,if true, are astounding ; and,
it false, still they are objrcts of interest, and
they ought to he disposed of.— British Standard,
March 18th, 1864
FPUE TRUTHSEEKER: Contonts

for January and Fehroary 1 —
The Dend Letter und The Living Spirit of The

Book of Genesis: Lectures Ioand 11,

Dr. Pusey on Everlasting Punishment.
* Moses: Right and Bishep Colenso Wrong ™
Ancient and Modern Forms of Christian Faith.
Chapters on the Science of the Bible.
The Pope's Yneyclicle | etter.
'The Declaration of the Man of Science.
Notes hy the Way, &c.

Lrice Threepence.

London : Whitfield, Green and Son, Strand,
and C. Fox, Paternoster-row; and through all
booksellers,

TUST PUBLIsHED: DOES SPI-

RITUALISM DEMAND INVESTI-
gution ¥  Price Mourpence. By William Car-
penter. ‘Lordon: Published by F. Pitman,
20, Paternoster-row, K.C.

NIEW SONG,
'IFLI)ORAI)U. Words by Xdgar
A4 Allen Poe: Music by H. A, Rudall.
Shortly to be Published.

Metzler, & Co: London and Brighton,

T MURRAY SPEAR EXAMINES
®J o and preseribes for diseases of body and
mind, and when so impressed. delineates the
character of persons.  1e likewise reads char-
acter by letter. Fce,- a halfoguinea, at his
rooms, 146, (late 72) Albany Street, Regent's
Park. Hours from 12 to 3.

l "BALTIT

Practical Treatise,.showing how ¢ Good
Digestion waits on Appetite, and Health on
both,” By R. Cooren  To be had of all
Booksellers ; Drice 6d.

“ Mealth in Nature™ is a little book all
should read, It goes in the way of social
acience, and in common sense diction clears the
pith to health, 1t is about the cheapest book
of ¢qual usefulness we ever had the pleasure to
read.—Fuastbourne Gazette.

Muy bo had of I*. Pitman, 2", Paternoster

Row, London,

Now Ready. Is
l IVESof the BROTTIERS DAVEN.
B 4 PORT (reprinted fronthe Spiritral Times)
By J. 1. Powell. 'To be had of the Author
Post I'ree; Address—14, Newman-strect, Ox-
ford~street,

Printed and  Published by the Proprietor,
Ronerr Cooren, at the Spiritual Lyceum,
14, Newmanestreet, Oxford-street, in the
County of  Muddlesex, Saturday, Febraary
16th, 18635,




