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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities ; it presents us not only with tho semblances, but with tlie positive evidences of 
eternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows wo speak o f belong not to tho Spiritual, but to tho Matorial world. It is 

easy to imagine that we are dealing with tho absolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with tho external and 
apparently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only ahsoluto and enduring facts are beyond the tomb.
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“  T h e  life  th a t  n o w  is  sh ap es th e  life  th a t  is  to  h e .”  
“  P rov e  a ll  th in g s , h o ld  fa s t  th a t  w h ic h  is  g o o d .”

{¡intinti Cintfs.
S A T U R D A Y , J A N U A R Y  28, 1865.

THE IN AU G U RAL SOIREE OF THE SPIRITUAL 
LYCEUM.

Sunday, January 22nd, was to us a day of marked interest. 
It was the day we inaugurated an institution which, we hope 
Will prove a centre of spiritual life, 'from whence will 
radiate truths of the highest and holiest character. The 
assemblage that gathered around us was an attentive and 
earnest one. W e had our hall full to overflowing. Some 
came from the east, some from the west, some from the north, 
some from the south, and some from very long distances. It 
is satisfactory to us in every way to recognise the .fact that 
the inaugural gathering o f Sunday was a thorough and 
complete success. Judging from present data, we 
are justified in auguring a successful future ; hut we 
do not look for future fruit without the necessary conditions 
of hardy toil, and conflict with stern difficulties. We hope 
We are prepared for this, and believe we need only 
persevere to find the “  true shekinah ” — the “  philosopher’s 
stone ”  o f truth. We shall reproduce, for the benefit of our 
readers, the various speeches as far as possible as they were 
delivered.

One point, which we urged in our speech, we wish 
particularly to urge here, viz. the yearly subscription, which 
is placed at one guinea per year as the minimum. 
W e sincerely trust not only that friends able to avail 
themselves of the advantages of the Lyceum, but those 
at a distance, who have the cause of Spiritualism at heart, 
will render all the aid they can. The following letter 
seems to us to contain the true sentiment which should 
guide Spiritualists in this matter. It is not a very praiseworthy 
spirit which would dictate the withholding of pecuniary aid for 
a sacred and most useful purpose because the advantages of 
the institution maybe out of the personal reach o f Spiritualists 
at a distance.

Green Hill, Worcester.
Dear Sir,—  Jan. 14, 1865.

I  beg to forward One Guinea as an annual subscription 
to the Spiritual Lyceum. Although not able to avail myself 
personally of the advantages of the Lyceum, yet I think the 
good work so nobly began by Mr Cooper, and for which he 
has my thanks, as well as the thanks of many more, and I 
pray for the prosperity and success o f the institute, because I

think it will be for the benefit of mankind in general, and for 
Spiritualism in particular. Hoping you are well, and in good 
spirits, I remain, yours truly,

To Mr J. H. Powell. S. W i l k s .

The Ch a ik m a n , Mr R. Cooper, the proprietor o f the 
Spiritual Times, said— It gives me much pleasure to see so 
many friends here on this occasion, which I  trust may be 
regarded as an auspicious occasion, a red-letter day, in the 
annals of Spiritualism, being I believe the first public gather­
ing of Spiritualists in England. During the past week I  have 
been making a tour with our friends the Davenport Brothers, 
and it is a matter of satisfaction to me to have a place to come 
to after the labours and anxieties o f the week, and I  trust 
that feelings of a similar kind may exist in the minds of 
Spiritualists, in knowing that there is a home provided for 
the cause we have at heart— that Spiritualism now has a 
“ local habitation,”  as well as “ a name.”  Hitherto our 
cause, in spite of many and varied obstacles, has made 
progress in the world by individual effort only ; but there is 
much work to do, an immense amount o f prejudice to over­
come, and it appears to me that co-operative effort, which is 
the characteristic of the present day, should be brought to 
bear in this matter, in promulgating this great truth. It 
cannot be that this new light which is now dawning on the 
world should be hid under a bushel; and seeing that Providence 
works by human means in accomplishing its purpose, I con­
ceive it to be the duty of us all, when we have found out this 
great truth for ourselves, to make it known to others. Co­
operative effort must be better than mere individual effort. 
Facts are our weapons. In our united strength we may go 
forth and conquer the world. These facts are now capable 
o f public demonstration: they are being publicly
demonstrated, and the world stands amazed. At present the 
popular impression with regard to the Davenport manifes­
tations is, that they are the result of clever jugglery, but 
as soon as this delusion is dispelled the excitement may, and 
no doubt will, be intense, and the reaction very great. It 
seems to me that what is now wanted is, that lecturers should 
go forth, following in the track o f the Davenports, to strike 
the iron while it is hot— to adduce evidence in favour of the 
reality of the manifestations, and meet objections with regard 
to them. The phenomena are thought by some to be unworthy 
the purpose claimed for them ; the acts to be beneath the 
dignity of spirits; but this is not the first time that things 
foolish and simple in man’s estimation have been employed 
to confound the wise man’s wisdom. We read in sacred story 
how Goliath met his death at the hands of a shepherd boy. 
We have now two Davids in the field who will overthrow a 
mightier giant than Goliath. The fabric which our scientific 
men have been, during the past two centuries, rearing— the 
fabric o f false philosophies and proud materialistic assump­
tions, making nature God, and ignoring all spiritual exist­
ences, is destined to give way before the manifestations of 
these two young men, and nothing can stay it.
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S o lo  fr o m  th o  “  M e s s ia h ,”  “  B u t  t l io u  d id s t  n o t  le a v e  h is  s o u l in  
h e l l . ” — M is s  F a n n y  H a ld a n e .

R e v .  J . M . Kita .1i, b e in g  e n tra n c e d , u tte re d  th o  f o l lo w in g  p r a y e r —  
O  t h o u  w h o  d w o llo s t  in  th o  h e a v e n s  a b o v e , w h o  r u lc th  in  th o  e a rth  
b e n e a th , w h o s o  p a te r n a l e y o  r e s te th  u p o n  a ll t h y  cre a tu re s , w h o se  
s p ir it  p e rv a d e th  a ll m a tte r , b e fo r e  T h e e , w ith  h u m b le  re v e re n c e , w e  
b o w ,  a n d  u n to  T h o o  d o  w o  lo o k  fo r  d iv in e  b le s s in g  w h ilo  w o  c o n so c r a to  
th is  ¡d a c e  t o  th o  u t te ra n ce  o f  th o  fr e e s t  a n d  h ig h e s t  th o u g h ts  o f  th is  
p ro s o n t  a g o ; b le s s in g  T h o o  th a t  th o u  h a st  p u t  i t  in to  th o  l io a r t  o f  an  
ea rn e s t , n o b le , a n d  ca p a b le  o n e  to  d e v o te  h is  t im e , h is  ta le n ts , a n d  h is  
m e a n s  to  th is  la u d a b le  p u rp o se . ( )u r  F a th e r , g iv o  th o u  h im  th o  w is d o m  
th a t  h o  m a y  n e e d , th a t  h o  m a y  u se  w is e ly  th o  m o a n s  w h ic h  a re  a t h is  
c o m m a n d , a n d  b e  to  th is  p e o p le  a  d is s e m in a to r  o f  sp ir itu a l l i fe , a n d  
l o v e ,  a n d  t r u t h ; c a l l in g  o f f  th o  m in d s  o f  T h y  ch ild r e n  fr o m  th o  g ro ss e r  
m a te r ia lit ie s , a n d  l i f t in g  u p  th o ir  t h o u g h ts  a n d  a ffe ct io n s  to  th o  th in g s  
w h ic h  a re  sp ir itu a l a n d  e v e r la s tin g . E n a b le  h im , a n d  th o se  w h o  sh a ll 
g a t h e r  a b o u t  h im , to  b o  in s tru m e n ta l in  m a r r y in g  a g lo r io u s  s p ir itu a lity  
t o  a  p ra c t ica l  s e c u la r i t y ; s o  th a t  th o se  tw o , l ik o  h u sb a n d  a n d  w ifo , 
s h a ll  b o  o n o , w o i-k in g  to g e th e r  fo r  th o  u p l i f t in g  o f  th o  h u m a n  ra c o  ; 
b r in g in g  m a n  to  a  c le a re r  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th o  re la tio n s  w h ic h  h o  b oa rs  to  
T h e e ,  w h ic h  h o  s h o u ld  b e a r  to  th o s o  a ro u n d  h im , a n d  to  b e lio v c r s  w h o  
a r o  h is  w h ile  in  th is  m o r ta l  fo rm . O u r  F a th o r , w o  th a n k  T h o o  fo r  th o  
r o c e n t  e x h ib i t io n  p re se n te d  to  th o  p o o p lo  o f  th is  g r o a t  c i t y  w ith in  th o  
la s t  fe w  m o n th s . W o  ca l l  u p o n  o u r  so u l, a n d  a ll th a t  is  w ith in  us, to  
b le s s  T h e e , a n d  m a y  w o  im p r o v e  th ese  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  b in d  u p  th e  
b r o k e n  h e a rt , t o  c o m fo r t  th o  s o r r o w in g  a n d  th o  a fflic te d , a n d  t o  le a d  
m e n  fr o m  th o  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  th o  g r a v o  to  th a t  fa ir e r  a n d  b e tto r  la n d  
w h e r o  g e n o ro u s  fru its  a n d  l lo w o rs  f o r  o v e r  g r o w  a n d  u n fo ld . M a y  th o  
p o o r  a n d  th e  w e a k , as w e l l  as th e  in te l l ig e n t  a n d  th o  n o b le , h a v o  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  l io ro  o f  o f fe r in g  th o  th o u g h ts  w h ic h  m a y  b o  g r o w in g  in  
th e ir  m in d s , th a t , l ik o  b ro th e rs , t h e y  m a y  in te r c h a n g e  th e ir  v a r io u s  
o p in io n s , a n d  soo , a n d  k n o w , a n d  e n jo y  th o  l ig h t . H e lp  u s , h o ly  
F a th e r , t o  fo o l  th a t  w h a to v o r  t r u th  c o n c e r n s  a n  in d iv id u a l  m a n  
c o n c e r n s  th e  w h o le  h u m a n  r a c e ,

“  T h a t  a ll  a ro  p a rts  o f  o n o  s tu p e n d o u s  w h o le ,
W h o s e  b o d y  N a tu r e  is , a n d  G o d  th o  s o u l .”

P la c e d  as w o  a ro  in  th is  fa v o u r a b lo  p o s it io n , l io lp  u s  to  m a in ta in  
p u r i t y  o f  l i fe  w it h  fr e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h , a n d  b o ld n e s s  th a t  sh a ll  e n a b le  us 
t o  u t te r  t r u th , t h o u g h  i t  m a y  b o  in  a d v a n ce  o f  a ll  t im e , a n d  b o  r e a d y , 
i f  n e e d  b e , l ik e  S o cra te s  o f  o ld , t o  ta k e  th o  h e m lo c k  o r  t o  a sce n d  th o  
c ro ss . F o r g e t t in g  m o r e  te r re s tr ia l  th in g s , s ta n d in g  u p o n  th o  lo f ty  
p in n a c le  o f  C h r is t ia n  t r u th , m a y  w e  be  e n a b le d  to  h a te  e v e n  fa th o r  a n d  
m o th e r , a n d  w ifo  a n d  c h ild r e n , a n d  h o u se  a n d  la n d s , th a t  w o  m a y  
s e e k  f ir s t  o f  a ll  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  H is  r ig h to o u sn o ss . C o n s e ­
c r a t in g  th is  p la c o  to  th oso  im p o r ta n t  s o rv ice s , m a y  th e re  b o  h e a rts  th a t  
s h a ll  s y m p a th is e  w ith  o u r  fr ie n d  a n d  b r o th e r , a n d  m a y  t h e y  p la c o  
w it h in  h is  r o a c h  th o  m a to r ia l m oa n s  th a t  h o  m a y  n o o d , th a t  h o  m a y  
fo o d  th o  p e o p le  w ith  th a t  s p ir itu a l b ro a d  w h ic h  is  c o m in g  so  f r e e ly  
f r o m  th e  w o r ld s  a b o v e . A n d  m a y  th o s o  w h o  m a y  h a v o  c o m e  h e re  t o ­
n ig h t  t o  r e v ile , a n d  la u g h , a n d  s co ff, g o  h o m o  to  p r a y , fo o l in g  th a t  a  
w o r k  h a s  b e g u n  in  th is  c i t y  n o t  s o o n  t o  s t o p ; th a t  i t  s h a ll sp re a d  fr o m  
th is , t h o  la rg e s t , th o  r ic h e s t , th o  m o s t  in f lu e n t ia l c i t y  in  th e  w o r ld , t o  
th o  m o s t  d is ta n t  p a rts  o f  th e  e a rth , s o  th a t  a l l  o v e r  th is  p la n e t  th o ro  
s h a ll  b o  p e a ce  a u d  h a r m o n y — n a t io n  l in k in g  it s e l f  w ith  n a t io n , h e a r t  
w i t h  h e a rt , s o u l  w ith  s o u l : a n d  th a t  in  o t h e r  p la n e ts , a n d  th o  fa r  d is ­
ta n t  w o r ld s  th e  r o g e n e r a t iv o  tv ork  w h ic h  is  g o in g  o n  h e r e  m a y  ca u so  
t h e  v e r y  a n g e ls  o f  h e a v e n  t o  r e jo ic e  w ith  j o y  u n sp e a k a b le  a n d  fu l l  o f  
g l o r y .  O , o u r  F a th e r , g iv e  u s  th o  h u m il i t y  w h ic h  w o  n o o d . G iv e  us 
th o s e  y e a r s  o f  l ig h t  a n d  o f  lo v e  w it h  w h ic h  th o  fo o b lo  m a n  is  s tr o n g , 
a n d  w ith o u t  w h ic h  th o  s t r o n g  m a n  is  fo e b lo  ; a n d  a t  th o  c o m m e n c e ­
m e n t  o f  th is  y e a r  m a y  w o  fo o l  th a t  th e r e  h a s  b o o n  a  w o r k  co m m e n ce d , 
n o t  o n l y  in  th is  e d if ic e , b u t  in  o u r  o w n  h e a rts , w h ic h  sh a ll  b o  to  th o  
g l o r y  o t  G o d ,  th o  r e d e m p tio n  o f  m a n , t h e  s a n ct if ica t io n  o f  o u r  ra ce  j 
a n d  m a y  w o  l i f t  u p  o u r  b a n n e r , a n d  in s c r ib o  u p o n  it  “ L ib e r t y , 
J u s t ie o , F r a t e r n it y ,”  a n d  m a y  th o s o  w h o  s h a ll  g a th o r  a b o u t  i t  fin d  
th a t  p e a ce  w h ic h  th o  w o r ld  n o v o r  g a v e , a n d  w h ic h  th o  w o r ld  h a th  n o  
p o w o r  t o  ta k e  a w a y .

T h o  s p e a k e r  th e n  p r o c e e d e d :— M o d o r n  S p ir itu a lism  is  o n o  o f  th o  
m a r k e d  e v e n ts  o f  th e  p re s e n t  d a y . I t  h a d  to  m a k e  its  d o e p  im p re ss  
u p o n  t h o  in te lle c tu a l, m o r a l, r e l ig io u s , a n d  s o c ia l  m in d . M a n  is  t o  
c o m e  t o  k n o w  th a t  h e  is  n o t  o n l y  a  n a tu ra l, n o t  o n ly  a  r e l ig io u s , b u t  a  
sp ir itu a l b e i n g ; th a t  th e re  is  n o t  o n l y  a n  o u te r  a n d  v is ib lo  w o r ld , a  
ta n g ib le  w o r ld , a  w o r ld  th a t  ca n  b o  se e n  u n d  fe lt , b u t  th e re  is  a n  in n e r , 
a n  in v is ib le , a n d  a  fin e r  w o r ld  th a n  th a t  r e c o g n iz e d  o v o n  b y  th o  m ic r o ­
s c o p ic  e y e — th a t th o ro  is  a n  in v is ib le  u n d  fin e r  w o r ld  w h ic h  n e c o ss a r ily  
a c t  u p o n  th o  lo w e r  a n d  g r o ss e r  w o r ld , s u b ju g a te  th o  n a tu ra l p a ss io n s  
o f  m a n  a n d  b r in g  e v e r y  t h o u g h t  in to  c a p t iv ity , e v e n  t o  th o  o b e d ie n c e  
o f  im p a r t ia l  a n d  u n iv e rs a l lo v e . T h o  w o a p o n s  w h ic h  S p ir itu a lis m  b a th  
p u t  in to  th o  h a n d s  o f  m a n  a ro  n o t  ca rn a l ; th e y  a ro  sp ir itu a l— “ m ig h t y  
th r o u g h  G o d  t o  th e  p u l l in g  d o w n  o f  s tr o n g h o ld s ,”  ca s t in g  d o w n  im a g i­
n a t io n  a n d  e v e r y t h in g  th a t  o x a lts  i t s o l f  a g a in s t  th o  k n o w lo d g o  o f  G o d , 
a n d  b r in g in g  e v e r y  t h o u g h t  in to  c a p t iv ity , e v e n  to  th o  a c k n o w le d g e ­
m e n t  o f  th o s e  g r a n d  p r in c ip le s  u n fo ld e d  b y  th o  h u m a n  m in d  b y  J e su s  
th o  L o r d .  S p ir itu a lism  co m e s , th e n , a t  th o  o p p o r tu n e  m o m o n t  w h e n  
th o u s a n d s  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  G o d ; w h o n  t h o y  a ro  s to o p e d  in  a  d a rk  a n d  
g r o s s  m a te r ia l i ty , w h e n  t h o y  h a v o  l i t t le  o r  n o  r e a liz in g  t h o u g h t  o f  a 
s p ir itu a l, a n d , a b o v e  a ll, a  p ro g r e s s iv e  w o r ld . I t  c o m e s  t o  m a n  w h o n  
t h e  c h u r c h  t re m b le s  b e fo r e  G o d . D o  y e  fe a r  th a t  th e  G o d  w h o  h a th  
m a d o  m a n  w i l l  p lu n g o  h im  in to  th e  a b y s s  o f  d a rk n e s s , w h o r o  th o ro  is  
n o  r e p r ie v e , w h e re  e v e n  lo v o  i t s e l f  scorns t o  b o  e x t in g u is h e d , a n d  m a n  
h a th  n o  h o p e  o f  r e d e m p tio n  th e re fro m  P I t  c o m e s  to  m a n  in  th is  a g o , 
w h e n  in s te a d  o f  w o r s h ip p in g  th e  o n e  l iv in g  a n d  e v e r la s t in g  F a th o r , i t  
w o r s h ip s  d a ily , a t  lea st , s ix  d a y s  in  th o  w e e k — “ th o  A lm ig h t y  D o l la r .”  
M o n  seo  a  d o l la r  t h e y  ca n  g r a s p , b u t  t h o y  c a n n o t  see  a n d  r e c o g n is e  
s p ir itu a l tru th . I t  c o m o s  t o  m a n  w ith  g r e a t  p u r p o s e s ; i t  c o m e s  to  
r e d e e m , r e g e n e ra te , a n d  s a n c t ify  th e  p e o p le  o f  th is  o a r th  ; i t  c o m e s  to  
u n fo ld  u n iv e rs a l a n d  im m o r ta l p r in c ip le s  ; i t  c o m e s  to  d o v e lo p o  n a tu ra l 
a n d  e a s y  m e th o d s  o f  a c t i o n ; i t  c o m e s  t o  c a l l  o u t  p e rs o n s  w h o  sh a ll b e

e m b o d im e n ts  o f  th oso  m e th o d s , a n d  w h o  s h a ll i llu s tra te  th ese  p r in c ip le s . 
I t  h a s , th e n , a  g r a n d  u n ita r y  a n d  c o -o p e r a t iv o  p u rp o se  ; a n d  it  seek s  
to  d o  th ese  th in g s  b y  th o  u se  o f  d iv in e  w e a p o n s , w h ic h  a ro  l ig h t  a n d  
lo v e , i t  u n fo ld s  its  sh oo t , a n d  s a y s  to  th o  b itto re s t  o p p o s e r , “  C o m o  
h e r o , a n d  u so  y o u r  p e n  ; s a y  th o  v ile s t  t h in g  y o u  ca n  o f  th is  n o w  l ig h t  
a n d  w o  w e lc o m e  y o u  ; tre a t  y o u ,  n o t  as a  fo o , b u t  a f r ie n d .”  I t  ca n  
a ffo rd  to  s a y  t o  th o  s ce p t ic , w h o  h a s  n o  G o d , n o  p r o g r e s s iv e  l i f e ,  a u d  
n o  s p ir itu a l w o r ld , “  T r e a t  u s  w it l i  y o u r  sn oers  a n d  c o n te m p t  i f  y o u  l ik o  
th u s  to  d o , w e  w il l  s t i l l  fo o l th a t  y o u  a ro  a  b r o th e r . Y o u  m a y  b e  a n  
h o n e s t  m a n , t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  n o t  h a v e  seen  a ll th o  l ig h t ,  a n d  th o  
lu r k in g  e n jo y m e n t  o f  a ll  th o  lo v o  w h ic h  h a v o  c o m e  in to  u s  fr o m  th o  
w o r ld s  a b o v o .”  S ta n d in g  h e r e , t.lion, f o r  th o  t r u th , b e l ie v in g  th a t  a  
w a ll  o f  liro  is  ro u n d  a b o u t  u s  ; b e l ie v in g  th a t  w o  ca n  b o  le d , as in  th o  
p a st , b y  a  c lo u d  b y  d a y  a n d  a p illa r  o f  f ir o  b y  n ig h t , w o  h a v e  n o t h in g  
to  fea r. W o  s ta n d  h e ro  t o -n ig h t , th e n , in  th is  g r e a t  c i t y ,  s p e a k in g  
th r o u g h  v a r ie d  in s tr u m e n ta lit ie s , h o p in g  th a t  th r o u g h  h a p p y  c o ­
o p e ra t io n  th e re  m a y  g o  o u t  fr o m  th is  p la c o  t ru th  a n d  lo v o  a n d  sp ir itu a l 
l ig h t , w h ic h  sh a ll p o rv a d o  a ll th is  k in g d o m , a n d  w h ic h  sh a ll m a k o  i t  
in d e e d  a  u n ite d  k in g d o m . W o  fo o l  th a t  n o w  is  th e  t iin o  to  w o r k , th a t  
th is  la b o u r  h a s  b e e n  b e g a n  in  w is d o m , th a t  p e rso n s  h a v e  b e e n  ca lle d  
h e r o  f r o m  th o  d is ta n t  c o u n t r y  o v e r  th o  seas, th a t  p e rs o n s  w i l l  g o  fr o m  
h e re  a cro ss  th o  s to r m y  A t la n t ic ,  a n d  p re a ch  th e re  th o  m o r e  s o lid  a n d  
s u b sta n tia l t ru th  w h ic h  h a s  b o o n  b o r n  a u d  g o n e ra te d  in  th o  m o th e r  
c o u n t r y  ; so  th a t  o n c o  m o r e  th e re  s h a ll b o  a  u n io n . T h o  c h ild r e n  o f  
th o  y o u n g  n a t io n  s h a ll c o m o  a n d  s it  a t  th o  fe e t  o f  th e  m o t h e r ; sh o  
sh a ll w e lc o m e  t h e m ; sh o  s h a ll  g iv o  th orn  n u tr it io n , a n d  s tr e n g th , a n d  
s o lid a r ity , a n d  h u m a n ity , a n d  p h ila n th r o p y , w h ic h  th o  y o u n g e r  n a t io n s  
h a v o  n o t  y e t  g o n e ra to d . I t  is  f o r  th is  p u rp o s e  th a t  w o  a ro  h e ro , t o  
sp e a k  a n d  to  a c t , w ith  th e  e x p e c ta t io n  th a t  w h a t  is  d o n e  h e r e  t o - n ig h t  
w i l l  b o  ro a d  w ith  j o y  in  d iffe re n t  p a rts  o f  th is  p la n e t , w ith  th o  e x ­
p e c ta t io n  th a t  th o  t im e  w i l l  c o m o  w h o n  th o  la w  o f  l o v o  s h a ll b o  w r it t e n  
u p o n  e v e r y  h e a rt , a n d  w h e n  o n o  n e ig h b o u r  sh a ll  n o t  b o  c a l le d  u p o n  t o  
to u ch  a n o th e r , s a y in g  “  K n o w  th o  L o rd , fo r  a ll  sh a ll  k n o w  h im  fr o m  
th e  le a st  o v e n  u n to  th o  g r e a te s t .”  (C h e o rs .)

S o lo  fr o m  th o  “  M e s s ia h ,”  “  H o  s h a ll  fe e d  h is  d o c k  l ik o  a  s h e p h e rd .”  
— M a s te r  I I .  S m ith .

T h o  R e v  D r  F E iio trso N .— I  d o  n o t  k n o w  b y  w h a t  n a m e  to  a d d re ss  
y o u . S h a ll  I ca l l  y o u  “ S p i r i t u a l i s t s ? ”  T l io  d e s ig n a t io n , p e r h a p s , 
is  t o o  g e n e ra l, t o o  l i t t le  u n d e rs to o d  to  g iv e  d e fin ite n e ss  o r  c h a r a c te r  to  
th e  a u d ie n ce  w h ic h  I  ud d ress. W i l l  y o u  b e l ie v e  m e  s in ce re  w h e n  I  
a d d ress  y o u  as  “  fr ie n d s ,” — 1“  m y  fr ie n d s ,”  fo r  s u c h  I  e s teem  a ll  th ose  
w h o  m a y  in  a n y  d e g re e  r e c o g n is e  th e  in tu it iv e  im p re ss  o f  d iv in i t y  u p o n  
th e  s o u l o f  m a n  u n iv e r s a l ly , a n d  w h o  in  a n y  m e a su re  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
th e ir  m in d s  t o  b e a r  u p o n  th e  e v id e n c e s  w h ic h  e v e r y w h e r e  ch a r a c te r is e  
th a t  im p r e s s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  e n t ir e  p r o g r e s s  o f  h u m a n ity . A n d  u p o n  
w h a t  sh a ll I  a d d ress  y o u ?  I  c o m e  to  y o u ,  as i t  w e r e , t ra v e l-s ta in e d . 
I  c o m o  to  y o u  fr o m  th e  tu m u lt  a n d  tu r m o il  o f  a c tu a l li fe  j I  c o m e  f r o m  
th e  m id s t  o f  th e  s trea m  o f  h u m a n  c o n flic t ,  n n d  o f  c o u rs e  c a n n o t  b u t 
h ea r s o m e  o f  th o  e v id e n c e s  o f  th is  c o n ta c t  a lik e  u p o n  m y  t h o u g h t  a n d  
u p o n  m y  e x p re ss io n . W i l l  y o u  b e a r  w ith  th o se  ? B u t  h a v in g  th e s e  
e v id e n c e s  u p o n  m e , I  d o  n o t  h es ita te  t o  e n te r  a t  o n c e , so  fa r  ns m a y  b e , 
in to  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  o n o  g r e a t  q u o s tio n . T h a t  q u e s t io n  I  w i l l  n o w  
p ro p o u n d . W h a t  d o  w e  m ea n  b y  “  sp ir itu a l e v id e n c e s  ”  b o r n  to  th is  
g e n e ra tio n  ?  W h a t  d o  w e  m e a n  b y  “  S p ir itu a lism  ?  ”  A h ,  th e re  is  
s t i l l  a  d e e p e r  q u e s tio n  th a n  th a t— W h a t  d o  w e  m e a n  b y  “  s p ir it  P ”  
A  w o r d  u p o n  e v e r y  l ip — h a c k n e y e d , as i t  w e r e , in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  u s a g e , 
le a v in g  its  im p r e ss  u p o n  th e  e n t ir e  l ite ra tu re  o f  th e  w o r ld . W h a t  d o  
w e , m ea n  as E n g lis h m e n , (a n d  I  u se  n o t  th e  w o r d  in  a n a t io n a l  s e n se ) b u t  
w h a t  d o  w e , us s p e a k in g  th e  E n g l ig h  la n g u a g e , m e a n  w h e n  w e  s a y , 
s p ir it , sp ir itu a l, o r  S p ir itu a lism  P A s  a n  “  i s m ”  I  h a v e  n o  r e s p e c t  
fo r  it ,  n o n e  w h a te v e r . A n d  w h y  ? B e ca u s e , w e r e  w e  e n a b le d  o n l y  
t o  in tr o d u c e  in to  th is  a g e  a  n e w  “  is m ,”  th a t  w o u ld  b o  o n ly  a d d in g  
a n o th e r  t o  th e  m u ltitu d in o u s  sects  w h ic h  d iv id e  th e  g r e a t  fa m ily  o f  
m a n ; c o n te n d in g  h ero  a n d  th e re  fo r  s o m e  se lfish  in te re s t , o r  s o m e  
fin ite  c o n c e p t io n  o f  D i v i n i t y ; u p o n  w h ic h , r e a l ly  n o t  s o  m u c h  t o  
re a lis e  th e ir  o w n  b ir th r ig h t  in  a  u n iv e rs a l D iv in it y ,  as  t o  e x p e n d  th e  
p o w e r  o f  th e ir  r e a liz a t io n  u p o n  s o m e  s u p p o se d  to  b e  le ss  fa v o u r e d  
r e c ip ie n t  o f  a  c o m m o n  b o u n ty , d e s ig n a te d  b y  s o m e  o th e r  n a m e . B u t  
w h e n  y o u  sa y  “  s p ir it ,”  o r  “  s p ir itu a l,”  a n d  re p re s e n t  a n y  m a n  n o  
m a tte r  w h a t  h is  a tta in m e n ts , p r  la c k  o f  a tta in m e n ts , a s  b e in g  a  r e c i ­
p ie n t , h a v in g  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  is  a  s p ir it  o f  s p ir it , a n d  c o n ­
s e q u e n t ly  h e ir  t o  a  b ir th r ig h t  o f  u n lim ite d  p ro g re s s  in  b ir th , in  fe e l in g , 
in  e m o tio n , in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h is  n a tu re , th e  u n is o n  o f  th a t  n a tu r e  
w ith  th o  in fin ite  a ss o c ia tio n s  o f  th e  universe beyond; th e  w o r d  c o m ­
m a n d s  m y  d e e p e st  r e v e r e n c e , a n d  th o u g h  its  e v id e n c e  w e r e  p re s e n te d  
in  a  c o t  o r  a  h o v e l ,  in  a  c e l la r  o r  in  a  g a r r e t , I  w o u ld  r e g a r d  th is  a lta r  
a s  th e  a lta r  o f  th e  l iv in g  G o d . (H e a r .)  T h e n  p e r m it  m e  w ith  th is  b r ie f  
d e s ig n a tio n , w h ic h  I  w o u ld  l o v e  t o  e la b o r a te  b e ca u s e  i t  w o u ld  lea d  t o  
th e  m o s t  p r a c t ic a l  r e s u lt s — p e r m i t 'm e  t o  a s k  a  fu r th e r  q u e s t io n  : 
W h a t  is  th o  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  w o r ld , p r o p e r ly  e s t im a te d , w ith  r e g a r d  
t o  s p ir itu a l e v id e n c e s  in  th is  d a y  ? A n d  i f  y o u  w il l  b e a r  w ith  m e, I  
w i l l  a n s w e r  i t  in  th re e  d ire c t io n s  ; firs t, th e o lo g ic a l ly . A n d  w h a t  d o  
y o u  m e a n  b y  th e o lo g y  ?  I t s  n a tu ra l m e a n in g , th e  s c ie n ce  o f  D iv in it y ,  
th e  sc ie n ce  o f  G o d ; o f  c o u r s e , n o t  a  d e f in it iv e  s c ie n ce , i t  n e v e r  ca n  b e  
th a t. W h y  c a n  i t  n e v e r  b e  a  d e fin it iv e  s c ie n ce  ? B e ca u se  its  p a r ­
t ic u la r  te rm s  c a r r y  an id e a  th a t  d o e s  n o t  a l lo w  o f  d e fin ity  o r  l im it .  
W h e n  y o u  sa y  G o d , i f  y o u  m e a n  a n y th in g , y o u  m e a n  th e  u n lim ite d , 
y o u  m e a n  th o  u n m e a s u re d , y o u  m o a n  th e  im m e a su ra b le . T h e n  m y  
b r o th e r ’ s c o n c e p t io n  is  liis  le g it im a te  r ig h t , a n d  w ith  th e  sa m e  
re a so n  m y  c o n c e p t io n  is  m y  le g it im a te  r ig h t . I n  th e  v e r y  t h o u g h t  
o f  th e  u n lim ite d  y o u  h a v e  th e  b a s is  o f  w h a t  y o u  h e a r  s u n g  in  e v e r y  
in s p ire d  s o n g  o f  a ll  a g es , ca l l  th e m  re l ig io u s  o r  n o t ; th a t  w h ic h  y o u  
see  s o u g h t  a fte r  in  uU th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  re se a rch e s  o f  c iv il iz a t io n  ; 
th a t  w h ic h  y o u  see  g l im m e r in g  b e fo r e  th e  s ig h t  o f  e v e r y  m a n  w h o  
r e a l ly  m a k es  o r  t r ie s  t o  m a k e  s c ie n t if ic  d is c o v e r ie s . A n d  w h a t  is  i t  ?  
T h o  r ig h t  o f  e v e r y  m a n  in  th e  M a g n a  C h a rta  o f  E n g la n d . Y 'e s , 
th a t  m a y  b o , b u t  fa r  b e y o n d  th a t , in  th e  in s titu t io n s  o f  m y  o w n  
c o u n tr y , in  a n y  c r e e d  o f  th o  c a t h o l ic  c h u r c h , o r  a m o n g s t  th e  p r o te s -  
ta n t  s e c ts , y o u  see  th e  r ig h t  o f  m a n , u n d e r  G o d , t o  t h in k  fre e , a n d
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a c t  t o r  h im se lf . (H e a r , h e a r .)  A n d  th e  m o m e n t  y o u  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
m a n  t o  th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th a t  p r in c ip le  y o u  h a v e  es ta b lis h e d  th e  b as is  
U pon  w h ic h  a ll t h o u g h t  m a y  h a v e  e x p r e s s io n , u p o n  w h ic h  a ll fe e lin g  
m a y  h a v e  its  le g it im a te  e x e r c is e . A n d  th e  q u e s tio n  th a t  w i l l  th e n  
a r ise  w ith  g o v e r n m e n ts , w ith  c o m m o n s , w ith  ly c e u m s , p e r c h a n c e  in  a 
y e a r  i f  n o t  s o o n e r , w i l l  b e , h o w  m a y  I  (w h o e v e r  th a t  I  m a y  b e )  h a v e  
th e  fre e  e x e r c is e  o f  m y  in b o r n  r ig h t  t o  th in k , fe e l, a n d  r e c e iv e  th e  
e v id e n c e  o f  D iv in i t y  a n d  n o t  tre sp a ss  u p o n  th e  r ig h t  o f  m y  b r o th e r  ? 
T h is  q u e s t io n  th en  b r in g s  u s  t o  e x a m in e — a n d  w it l i  th a t  I  w il l  e lo s e  
th is  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  m y  th o u g h t— th is , th a t  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  r e c o g n is e d  
s p ir it  as  u n iv e rs a l, a s  D iv in it y ,  a s  G o d , as im m o r ta l it y — w o r d s  are  
n o th in g , fo r  n o  w o r d  ca rr ie s  th e  fu l l  id e a — w h e n  y o u  h a v e  r e c o g n is e d  
s p ir it  as u n iv e r s a l, th a t  m o m e n t , th o u g h  y o u  m a y  n o t  k n o w  i t ,  y o u  
h a v e  en te re d  u p o n  a  r e c o g n it io n  th a t  w il l  u lt im a te ly  s h o w  y o u  th a t 
e v e r y  m a n ’ s r ig h ts  a re  m y  r ig h ts , a n d  m y  r ig h ts  a re  e v e r y  m a n ’ s r ig h ts . 
(C h e e r s .) T h e  a tta in m e n t  o f  th a t  r e c o g n it io n  is  th e  p r o b le m  o f  g o v e r n ­
m e n t . A l l  h o n o u r  t o  its  s u c ce s s , h o w e v e r  m e a g re  th a t  m a y  b e  ! T h e  
a tta in m e n t  o f  th a t  r e c o g n it io n  is  th e  o ffice  o f  a ll  s c ie n t if ic  e x p lo r e r s . 
W h e t h e r  i t  b e  th e  m u s c le , th e  s in e w , th e  b o n e , th e  r o c k ,  o r  th e  to r -  
q u o is e , th a t  i t  e x a m in e s , i t  ten d s  u lt im a te ly  t o  th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  
fa c t  th a t  in  th e  u n iv e rs a lity  o f  D iv in it y ,  y o u  h a v e  th e  u n iv e r s a l it y  o f  
h u m a n ity , o f  d iv in e  r ig h t— n o t  th e  d iv in e  r ig h t  o f  a m a n  o r  o f  a  se t o f  
m e n , b u t  o f  th e  d iv in e  r ig h t  o f  m a n  u n iv e rs a l in  G o d  o r  n a tu re  e te rn a l. 
N o w  w h a t  e v id e n c e  h a v e  S p ir itu a lis ts  o f  L o n d o n  o r  A m e r ic a , o r  o f  a n y  
c o u n t r y  th a t  th e ir  r e c o g n it io n s  a re  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  i t s  u n iv e rs a l 
la w s ?  P a u s e , a n d  le t  m e  b r ie f ly  te ll  y o u . W h a te v e r  co n tr o v e rs ie s  
m a y  h a v e  a r ise n  in  t h e o lo g y , fo r  th a t  is  th e  p o in t  n o w  
— w h a te v e r  d iv is io n s  o r  s u b -d iv is io n s  m a y  h a v e  m a r k e d  th e  
c a r c i r  o f  d iffe re n t  se c t io n s  o r  s cc t io n a lit ie s  o f  u n iv e rs a l 
h u m a n ity , o n o  t i l in g  is  c le a r , th a t  th e re  is  n o t  a  lite r a tu r o  th a t  h a s  
c o m e  d o w n  to  th is  a g o , h o w o v o r  fr a g m e n ta r y  o r  im p e r fe c t  i t  m a y  b o  
c o n s id e re d , b u t  w h a t  h « s  th is  in e ffa ce a b le , in e x t in g u is h a b le  m a r k  o f  
s p ir it  e v id e n c e s  u p o n  it , a n d  a ll  o v e r  i t — n o t  o n e  1 T a k e  fr o m  y o u r  
B ib le  th o  id ea  o f  sp ir itu a l c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  s o -c a lle d  d e a d  m e n  
a n d  l iv in g  m o n ,, a n d  y o u  h a v e  th e  b a r re n e s t  s k e le to n  th a t  o v e r  w as  
p re s e n te d  as in te l le c tu a l  f o o d  to  m a n . T h e r o  a re  129 in s ta n c e s  in  th o  
O ld  T e s ta m e n t  o f  sp ir itu a l m a n ife s ta t io n s , a n d  in  th o  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  
th e ro  a r c  s im ila r  e v id e n c e s . N o  m a tte r  w h a t  c o n tr o v e rs ie s  m a y  h a v e  
a r is e n  as t o  th is  d o g m a , th a t  d o c t r in e , o r  th o  o th e r  o rd in a n c e  th a t  m a y , 
f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g , h a v o  e n g a g e d  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  J e w s , ¡Sam aritans, 
o r  C h r is tia n s , th e re  is  th e  fa c t . T h u s  i t  tra ck s  th e  a g es . M u s t  I  
s to p  t o  p r o v e  th is  ? I  b e l ie v e  I  w ill . O n a  fa c t  is  as g o o d  as f i f t y  as a 
p r o o f .  “ A n g e l s ”  a ro  th e  n u m es  g iv e n  t o  sp ir its  in  th o  I l o b r o w  
lite r a tu r e . N o w , h o w  d o  w o  k n o w  t h e y  w e r e  o n c e  m e n  in  th o  f le s h ?  
A n s w e r , t h e y  a ro  d e s c r ib e d  a s  “  m e n t h o y  a re  a d d re sse d  as  “  m o n .”  
T a k o  a  s in g le  p r o o f . W h e n  I s r a e l  w as  to  h o  d e liv e r e d  fr ijm  l ’ l i ilis t in o  
b o n d a g e  b y  a  g ia n t  c a l le d  S a m s o n , h is  b ir th  w a s  p re s ig n ifio d  b y  a 
b e in g  w h o m  h is  m o th e r  ca l le d  a n  “  a n g e l ,”  w h o m  h is  fa th e r  
c a l le d  a  “  m a n ,”  w h o m  t h e y  t o g e th e r  ca l le d  “  G o d . ’ ’ I s  th a t  so  ? 
L i t e r a l ly  t ru e . D o  y o u  d o u b t  i t ?  H e a d  t h o  1 3 th  ch a p te r  
o f  J u d g e s . N o w , is  th e r o  n o  c o n tr a d ic t io n  in  t h a t ?  T h o  m a n  
w a s  a  m a n  in  th o  in fin ite , a n d  n o t  n o c e ss a r ily  a  m a n  in  th o  
l im it e d  c o n fin e m e n t  o f  s ix  o r  fo u r  fe e t , a s  th o  ca so  m a y  be . “  A n  
angel," s a id  th e  w o m a n , “ a p p e a re d , a n d  t o ld  m o  s o -a n d -s o .”  H e r  
h u s b a n d  w e n t  w ith  h e r , a n d  h o  sa id , “  I t  is  a  man— th o  man s p o k e  to  
m o .”  G o  y o u  in t o  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a n d  th o  m a tte r  in  d isp u te  is 
s e tt lo d . I  sh a ll  ta k o  t w o  in s ta n ce s  a t  th o  h a p -h a z a r d  o f  m e m o r y . 
C o r n e liu s , a  G e n t ilo , b e in g  th o  m a n  s e le c te d  as th e  r e c ip ie n t  o f  
P e n t ic o s ta l  b a p t ism , s a w  a  man in  w h ite  r a im e n t— d o  n o t  fo r g o t  th a t—  
a n d  h e  s p o k o  t o  h im  a n d  h e  g a v o  h im  s p e c ific  d ir e c t io n s , as s p o c ific  a s  
a n y t h in g  th a t  o v e r  y o u  g i v o ;  so  s p e c ific  as  to  d e s ig n a te  th o  p re c is e  
p la c o  w h e r e  th o  m a n  l iv e d , w h e r e  th o  m e d iu m  w a s  h o  w is h e d  to  b o  
b r o u g h t  t o . H is  n a m o  w a s  S im o n , a  ta n n e r , w h o  l iv e d  in  J o p p a , b y  
t h o  sea  s id e . N o w , w h e n  I 'e t e r  c o m e s  t o  g iv o  h is  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  fu lf i l ­
m e n t  o f  th o  v is io n , g r a n te d  t o  th is  m a n  C o rn e liu s  a n d  t o  h im s e lf , h o  
s a y s  “  A n  angel a p p e a r e d  u n to  C o rn e liu s .”  C an  y o u  h a v e  c le a re r  
e v id e n c e  P O n e  o th e r  s e tt le s  i t  fo r  e v o r . W h e n  th a t  m o s t  s ig n ifica n t  
b o o k  o f  sp ir itu a l v is io n s  ca lle d  R e v e la t io n s , w ith  w h ic h  m e n  h a v e  
w r a n g le d  fo r  h u n d re d s  o f  y e a rs , w h e n  th a t  b o o k  w a s  g iv e n  w ith  a ll  its  
g r a n d  p a n o r a m ic  im a g e r y  o f  th e  r ise  a n d  fa ll  o f  g o v e r n m e n ts , a n d  J o h n  
fa lls  d o w n  t o  w o r s h ip ; “  S e e  y o u  d o  i t  n o t ,”  s a y s  th o  v o ic e ,  th e  a n g e l ,  
t h e  s p ir it  th a t  s p o k e . W o r d s  a re  n o t h in g , a g a in  ; d o  y o u  see  ? W h y  
n o t  ? “ I  a m  o f  y o u r  b re th re n , th o  p ro p h e ts  ; w o r s h ip  G o d .”  T h e n , 
f r o m  E d e n  t o  P a tm o s , f r o m  t h e  b la z in g  s w o r d  o f  th o  fa b le d  g o t o  t o  th o  
lo n e ly  r o c k  o f  th o  e x i le  o f  P a tm o s , y o u  h a v e  th o  in te r l in in g  a n d  
in e ffa co a b lo  m a r k s  o f  th o  g r a n d e s t  fa c t  th a t  e v e r  a rre s te d  th e  a t te n t io n  
o f  m o r ta ls , n a m e ly , th a t  th o u g h  a  m a n  d ies  h e  l iv e s , a n d  l iv e s  n o t  in  
n o n e n t it y  o f  b e in g , n o t  in  a b s o r p t io n  o f  n o th in g n e s s , n o t  in  s o m e  fa r -  
o f f  se lfish  h e a v e n , w h e re  h e  m ig h t  s in g  p sa lm s  o f  p ra ise ,— I lo a v e n  
fo r b id  th o  a b u se  o f  s u ch  l a n g u a g o ! — b u t  l iv e s  t o  b re a th o  a  h ig h e r  lo v e , 
a p u r e r  a im , a  n o b le r  e n d e a v o u r  th a n  e v e r  a c tu a te d  h im  in  t h e  h o lie s t  
m o m e n ts  th a t  o v e r  d e v o lv e d  u p o n  h im  h o r o , e ith e r  as  a  p r o p h e t , p r ie s t, 
c i t iz e n , s ta tesm a n , k in g , o r  h u m b lo s t  s la v e . (C h o e r s .)  I  d r o p  th o  
th e o lo g y '. S c ie n c e  is  m y  n e x t  t h o u g h t , a n d  I  w i l l  n o t  b u r d e n  y o u  lioro . 
M y  p u rp o s e  is  s im p ly  t o  g iv e  y o u ,  as i t  w e r e , o n e  g r o a t  t e n d e n c y  in  
e a c h ; t o  s h o w  y o u  th o  g r a n d  p o s it io n  y o u  o c c u p y  t o -d a y  i f  y o u  
a p p r e c ia te  th o  s p ir itu a l e v id e n c e s  b o m  to  th is  a g o . W h a t  is  th o  
s c ie n c e  o f  th o  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  ? o r , ra th e r , in  w h a t  is  i t  d is t in ­
g u is h e d  fr o m  t h o  s c ie n co  o f  a n y  o th e r  c e n tu r y , o r  e v e n  f r o m  th o  s u p ­
p o s e d  s c ie n co , th o  c o n c e p t io n  o f  s c ie n c e , o f  a n y  o t h e r  c e n tu r y '?  I  
w i l l  t o l l  y o u  in  a  s in g lo  th o u g h t . T h e  a n c ie n t  id o a — n o t  v e r y  s c ie n ­
t if ic — o f  a n y t h in g  b ig  o r  g r e a t  w a s  p o w e r . I f  a  m a n  s a w  a  g r e a t  w a y  
b e y o n d  h is  b re th re n  i t  w a s  a  r e a s o n  fo r  m a k in g  h im  a  k in g . M o u n ­
ta in s  o f  G o d . M e r c y  e x c e e d in g ly  g r e a t  w a s  G o d ’ s m e r c y '; g o o d n e s s  
e x c e e d in g ly  g r e a t  w a s  G o d ’ s g o o d n e s s — a  v e r y  g o o d  d e s ig n a tio n . 
T h o  id e a  th a t  w a s  p r o m in e n t  in  m u c h  o f  th o  c iv il is a t io n  th a t  h a s  lo f t  its  
m o n u m e n ts  in  th e  w o r ld  w a s  th e  id e a  o f  b u lk  f o r  p o w e r . W h a t  has 
th e  p a st  h a l f  c e n tu r y  d o n e  P I t  h a s  d e m o n stra te d  th a t  th e  very ' o p p o ­
s ite  is  th e  fa c t — th a t  b u lk  is  g r o ssn e ss  o f  m a te r ia l, th a t  th o  su b tle

e le m e n ts  fo r m  a n d  c o m m a n d  th a t  g ro ssn e ss . F o r  in s ta n ce , w e  ta lk  o f  
c a l o r i c ; w o  ta lk  o f  m a g n e t is m ; w e  ta lk  o f  o lo c t r ic i t y  ; p e r ch a n ce , 
w e  s h a ll f in d  t h e y  a ro  th o  sam e t h in g  in  d iffe re n t  fo rm s  o f  ra re fica t io n . 
I  k n o w  n o t  ; b u t  b o  th a t  as i t  m a y , n o  m a n  e v e r  s a w  e le c t r ic it y , b u t  
s im p ly  th e  e ffe cts  o f  i t ; a n d  n o  m a n  e v e r  h e a rd  i t ; h e  s im p ly  h e a rs  
th o  e ch o  o f  th o  e le m e n ts  r u s h in g  in to  th o  v a cu u m  w h ic h  it  h a s  cre a te d . 
T h a t  w h ic h  y o u  c a n n o t  see— d o  m a r k  m o  w e l l  h e r o — th a t  w h ic h  y o u  
c a n n o t  h ea r , th a t  w h ic h  y’ o u  c a n n o t  m e a su re , t o  w h ic h  y o u  c a n  a p p ly  
n o  ta p e lin o  o f  lo g i c — th a t  is  tho g r e a t  a tta in m e n t  o f  y o u r  s c ie n c e —  
th a t  is  th o  w h o le  o f  it , m e ta p h y s ic a l ly  v ie w e d . I  d o  n o t  m e a n  t o  s a y  
th a t  i t  is  m e a g r e — it  is  g r e a t ;  b u t  th a t  t h o u g h t  o n c e  g r a s p e d  a n d  
y 'ou  a ro  p re p a re d  fo r  th o  sp ir itu a l, b y  th e  e v id e n c e s  th a t  w o  g iv o  d a ily , 
m o n t h ly , y e a r ly ,  d e sp ito  th o  m e n  w h o  fin d  th a t  th e ir  ta b le s  cu t  su ch  
a n tics  as t o  u p s e t  th e ir  th e o r ie s . I t  is , th e n , n o t  m y  p a r t ic u la r  fo r m  
th a t  co n s t itu te s  m y  g rea tn ess  ; in  f i f ty  y e a r s ’ t im o  1  s h a ll n o t  h a v o  i t  
as I  n o w  h a v e  it . I t  is  n o t  m y  p a r t ic u la r  a ss o c ia tio n  th a t  co n s t itu te s  
m y  g re a tn e ss , b u t  i t  is  th o  m e a su re  o f  a c tu a l r e a liza t io n  in  th o  in f in ity  
o f  th o u g h t . A n d  se ien oo  d e m o n stra te s  th is , b eea u so  i t  s h o w s  u s  th a t  
th o  su b tlo  is  p o w e r fu l ,  a n d  g r o a t , a n d  m ig h t y . I s  n o t  ir o n  as m u c h  
ir o n  w h e n  it  floa ts  in  th o  w a te r , as  w h e n  it  is  c o n d e n s e d  in  th o  g r o s s  
m e ta l p la c e d  a t  th e  s m ith ’ s fo r g e  ? D o  n o t  ch e m is ts  a n d  p h y s io lo g is ts  
fin d  it  in  y o u r  b lo o d  ? N o  d o u b t  th e  g r o s s  c o n c e p t io n  is  n u tu ra l a n d  
r ig h t , n a m e ly , th a t  th o  h u g o  c o ld  s o m e th in g  w o  co n s id e r  in  th is  ca se  is  
ir o n . B u t  a  h ig h e r  t h o u g h t  w il l  s h o w  y o u  th a t  t lio r e  is  ir o n  in  th o  v o r y  
t r a c t i le  s e n s ib il ity  w it l iw h ic h  a  m a n  p lie s  t h o f in g e r t o t h e  c o ld  g r o s s  m a ss . 
A s  y o u  a sk  to  h a v o  r e c o g n it io n , y o u  aro  p re p a re d  n o  lo n g e r  t o  m o a su ro  
b y  g ro ssn e ss  ; a n d  i t  is  tru e — O h ! s h a ll I  s a y  i t  ? I  m ig h t  o fton d  a n  
h o n e s t  m a n — it  is  tru o , th a t  m u c h  o f  y o u r  r e l ig io n  is  n o t h in g  m o r o  
th a n  a  s tra t if ica t io n  o f  t lio  g r o w t h , o u t fa ll ,  a n d  d e p o s it  o f  t h o u g h t  th a t  
o n c o  w a s  l iv in g  as th o  e v id e n c e s  y o u  n o w  h a v o  o f  s p ir itu a l p re s e n ce . 
(H e a r ,  h e a r .)  B u t  I  w is h  t o  sp e a k  p r a c t ic a lly . 1 h a v o  m a d o  th is  
a llu s io n  t o  t h e o lo g y  in  n o  u n k in d n e s s  o f  fe e l in g . M e m o r y  g o e s  b a c k  
w ith  s o m e  sa d  a n d  m a n y  j o y o u s  r e m in is c e n ce s  o f  th o  m id n ig h t  ta p e r  
o v e r  w h ic h  1 t o ile d  to  r e a lis e  th a t  th e re  is  a  u n it y  o f  d iv in i t y  a m id s t  
th o  m u lt itu d in o u s  sects  th a t  d iv id o  a n d  s u b -d iv id o  th e  c o m m o n  fa m ily  
o f  m a n . T h a n k  G o d  th a t  I  fo u n d  i t !  T h e r e fo r e  I  sp e a k  w ith  n o  d is ­
r e s p e ct . I  h o n o u r , I  r e s p e c t— w h a t  ?  A  c r e e d ?  N o .  P re te n d e d  
s c ie n ce  ? N e v e r . S in c e r i t y  ? W h e r o v e r  I  f in d  i t — n o t h in g  m o ro . 
(H e a r , h o a r .)  A n d  I  t e ll  y o u  t o -d a y  th a t  th o  su m  o f  e v e r y  p re c e p t  
a n d  p r in c ip le  e v e r  u t te re d  fra m  S in a i o r  T a b o r , o r  a ll  th o  seats o f  
le a r n in g  a n d  r e l ig io n  in  th o  w o r ld  is  s im p ly  th a t— b o  a n  h o n e s t  m a n , 
a n d  u n fo ld in g  D iv in it y  w i l l  g iv e  y o u  its  e v id e n c e s  o f  l i fe , a n d  l ig h t ,  
a n d  lo v o  w h e n  a n d  w h e re  y o u  le a st  o x p e e t  th e m . I  h a v o  m a d e  th ese  
a llu s io n s  th a t  I  m a y , as i t  w e r o , d is o n cu in b e r  s o m e  m in d s , th a t  th e y  
m a y  lo o k  n o t  a fte r  h e r e d ita r y  t r a d it io n s , b u t  th a t  t h e y  m a y  lo o k  fo r  
th e m se lv e s . A n d  n o w  m a r k  y o u ,  w h e n  y o u  a p p ro a ch  t lio  e v id e n c e s  o f  
s p ir itu a l p ro s e n co  in  th is  a g o  ta k o  y o u r  o x p e r ie n e o — th o u g h  I  k n o w  
y o u  n o t , a n d  w h a t  w i l l  i t  b r iu g  to  y o u  P T h a t  y o u  n e v e r  g o t  p r e ­
c is e ly  w h a t  y o u  w a n te d  in  y o u r  l ife . Y o u  m a y  n o t  b o  w i l l in g  to  
a c k n o w le d g e  th a t , b u t  I  a m . Y o u  n e v e r  g o t  p r e c is e ly  w h a t  y o u  
w a n te d . Y o u  m a y  h a v o  ta k o n  s o m e  fr io n d , d is t in g u is h e d  in  s c ie n ce , 
in  t h e  c h u r c h , in  l ite r a tu r e , o r  in  w e a lth , in  th o  fo r g o d  ch a in s  th a t  
p e r c h a n c o  b o u n d  h is  m in d  t o  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  h o  os teem s  m o r o  th a n  
g o ld ,  a n d  h e  g o t  n o th in g . A h ! y e s  ; a n d  y o u  t h o u g h t  th o  m o d iu m  
w a s  t o  b la m e . W h y ,  th o  m o d iu m  w a s  v e r y  a n x io u s  t o  g r a t i fy  h im  
a b o v e  a ll  m o n  in  th o  w o r ld , b u t  h o  w a s  n o t  g ra t if ie d . A g a in ,  y o u  
h a v e  w itn e s s e d  s o m o  c le a r  d is p la y  o f  s p ir itu a l  p re s e n ce , a n d  y o u  h a v o  
e s t im a te d  i t  b y  s o m o  c u r r e n t  c o n v e n t io n a l  e s t im a to  o f  th o  w o r ld , a n d  
w h a t  h a s  b o o n  th o  r e s u lt  ? Y o u  h a v e  g o n e  a w a y  p r o b a b ly  a  l i t t le  
w is e r , b u t  n o t  a  g r o a t  d e a l w is o r  th a n  w h e n  y o u  e n te re d . I  m y s e l f  
s ta iu l u p o n  a  s tr a n g o  p la t fo r m  in  E n g la n d  ; a n d  I  soo  o d d  sorts  o f  
m a c h in e s  ca lle d  ta m b o r in e s , a n d  o d d  b r o k e n -b a c k e d  f id d le s  d a n c in g  
a b o u t ; a n d  w ith  tlie so  in s ig n if ica n t  a n d  co n te m p t ib le  m a te r ia ls — w ith  
n o  b o a s t in g :  l e t  m y  l i fe  p r o v e  th o  o p p o s it o — I  c a n  c o n fo u n d  th o  
w is e s t  m a n  th a t  u tte rs  th o  d ic tu m  o f  t h o o lo g y . A n d  th is  is  th o  r o a s o n  
w h y  I  a m  h e r e , k n o w in g  th a t  th a t  ro a s o n , b e fo re  G o d , is  o n o  th a t  is  
w o r th y  o f  m y  a tte n t io n . A n d  is  i t  n o t  s tr a n g e  in  th o  h ig h  n o o n  o f  
t lio  1 9 th  co n tu r y , a m id  th o  b la z o  o f  o u r  m is s io n a r y  p ro fe s s io n  a n d  o u r  
r e l ig io u s  b o a s t in g — is i t  n o t  s tr a n g o  th a t , u n h e ra ld e d , w it h  n o t h in g  
v e r y  p a r t ic u la r  in  th o ir  a p p e a r a n ce , w ith  a  f e w  o d d  m a c h in e s  l ik o  
th e se , t w o  y o u n g  m o n  s h o u ld  c o n fo u n d  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld  ? 
(C h e e r s .)  M a y  I  t e ll  y o u  th o  s e cre t  o f  i t  ? I t  is  b e ca u s e  th e  s c ie n co  
o f  th e  w o r ld  h a s  te n d e d , l ik o  p r io s tc r a ft  o f  o ld , t o  b o  sa tis fied  w ith  its  
e x is t in g  a tta in m e n ts , w h ile  N a tu re  is  a l l— fo r  e v o r  a ll, w h ils t  p r o g r o s s  
is  th e  la w — n a y , th o  h a n d — th o  r ig h t -h a n d , ( i f  I  m a y  sp e a k  w ith  a  
J e w is h  f ig u r e ) ,  th o  r ig h t -h a n d  o f  G o d  h im s e lf , w it h  w h ic h  h o  s w a y s  
th o  m ig h t y  t id e  o f  t im o  a n d  h u m a n  e n d e a v o u r . T h a t  is  th o  r o a so n  o f  
it . A n d  w o u ld  y o u  a c t  in  u n is o n  w it h  y o u r  n a tu r e  y o u  m u st  d r o p  
y o u r  c o n v e n t io n a l it y  W’h c n  y o u  w o u ld  j u d g e  o f  s p ir it . (H e a r , h e a r .)  
I f  th e re  is  o n e  t h in g  I  r e g r e t  in  th is  sp ir itu a l a g o — a n d  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  
th a t  th e re  is  a n y t h in g  I  r e g r e t  m u c h — it  is  th a t  th o  e x a m p le  o f  
S e c ta r ia n is m  is  b e fo r e  u s , m a k in g  b lo o d y  th o  v e r y  p a th  o f  h o n e s t  
h u m a n  e n d e a v o u r , s e a r c h in g  in  th e  d o p th s  a n d  h e ig h ts  f o r  th a t  w h ic h  
w o u ld  e le v a to  its  h o p e s — i f  th e ro  is  o n o  t h in g  t o  w h ic h  its  h is t o r y  
p o in ts  u s , w it h  th o  d e a th -r a tt lo  in  its  th ro a t  t o -d a y ,  w ith  th o  
se p u lch ra l a d v a n co  o f  n o  h o p o  th a t  w o u ld  b le ss  h u m a n ity , w o  c o u ld  
n o t  t h in k  f o r  o n e  m o m e n t  o f  e v o r  m a k in g  s e c ta r ia n  th is  m o v e m e n t . 
I n  th o  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th is  u n iv e rs a lity  o f  s p ir it  y o u  h a v o  y o u r  h o p e , y o u  
h a v o  th o  bas is  o f  y o u r  p ro g re ss . B u t  1 sa id  I  w o u ld  b e  p r a c t ic a l. T h is  
th o u g h t  w i l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  y o u  fr o m  o r g a n is in g . I  w il l  t e l l  y o u  w h e re  i t  
w i l l  m a k e  y o u  o rg a n ise . I t  w i l l  m a k o  y o u  o rg a n is e  u p o n  m a tte rs  
th a t  a ro  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  ta n g ib le , a n d  w i l l  h a v e  th o  sp ir itu a l 
as  th o  s o u rce  f r o m  w h e n c e  t o  d r a w  b y  d a y  o r  b y  n ig h t , f r o m  th is  
in s tr u m e n ta lity  a n d  fr o m  th a t , f r o m  th is  w h ic h  s o m e  m e n  c a l l  la w , 
a n d  fr o m  th a t  w h ic h  s o m e b o d y  e ls e  ca lls  n a tu re , a n d  w h ic h  is  h is  
s ta tu re  in  th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  l i ig h  a n d  lo w . I t  w i l l  le a v o  v o u  to  
o rg a n is e  u p o n  th e  p ra c t ica l. I  s ta n d  in  th is  r o o m  f o r  th o  firs t  t im e  
t o -n ig h t .  T h a t  is  a  p ra c t ica l  th in g . D o  y o u  w a n t  a  p la c o  t o  m e e t  in  
m y  f r ie n d s ?  O r g a n ise  o n  th u t th in g . A s  t o  th e  w h o re , th a t  is  a
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distinct point; then as to tho when. Do you wish to propagate and 
make known tho glorious privileges which you realise in tho recog­
nition of spiritual life ? The means of doing that is a practical matter 
to an Englishman, and I  assure you it is so to an American. An 
honour to the man who is working out the problem of unitary ellbr till 
this ago. Your ago is revolutionary (though you do not know it) in 
good old solid England to-day. Hut I know it— I feel it—and I tell 
you (hat the very fact that you ever witnessed the slightest shaking of 
a table that was not done by a medium, you never saw a fact ol' that 
kind that was not tho index: linger of infinite power to you and to tho 
age, that the wholo family of man will be aroused. It is as certain as 
God lives. Prepare you for i t ! I utter no prophecy in this thought; 
I ignore the name of prophet when 1 utter a thought of this character. 
It is heard in all tho breezes; it is seen in alittho movements of 
humanity—everywhere. If the spirit that touches some medium so 
that ho shall give you positive evidence, shall speak from your mother, 
who was laid away in some secret spot years ago, the same power that 
touched the mind of that medium is touching yours and every man’s. 
A  scientific man knows that to bo true, or he is not a man of science. 
I f  lie is a man of science he knows thai, truth is universal, that it is 
not limited. If you throw a bucket of water on a blazing fire ami 
extinguish it, when it is extinguished there is just as much caloric in 
the'Universe as thero was before. And so, whon wo rccogniso tho 
spiritual birth of a single thought or power made tangible, know you, 
Oh man, that it reaches to the utmost limit o f universal mind and 
matter. Ilonce, if I  were to speak technically— 1 do not like to say 
spirits, because it conveys a bad idea—I had rather say spirit all the 
time. W hy, what are men r They are intelligences in that universality 
of thought, in that universality of goodness, in that uni­
versality of power, in that universality of divinity; and 
out of tho flesh thoy havo only attained a higher per­
fection of action, and are still men and women. Whether you like it 
or not I  know no thought so delectable— I know no impulsion I  am 
under so powerful as the thought that my father (and I  speak with no 
affected sentimentality), that my mother, my brother, my friend, 
any man who has suffered with mo for a principle, who has been true 
to me when nil besides were false, still lives—lives to bless, to help. I 
go further than that— cannot help but love, and bless, and assist me, 
whether I  am under tho dregs of the street, or on tho citadel of 
popular adulation. And does any man ask cui bona of such a thought 
as that ? Does any man ask what is tho use of positivo proof of 
spiritual power in this ago ? Do you know how tho question sounds 
to mo—not that I  would not answer it P I  think I may do somo 
little towards answering it. I  would say, what ia tho use of the 
thought of immortality P Tell me, what is the uso of God ? “ W ell,” 
says one, “  that is irreverence.”  Press that question homo, and you 
will see it is the very esseneo of reverence. Your God is an isolated 
nothing; but tho Being from whom you aro made, and being made 
constantly and eternally, is a living presenco. What ia tho use, then, 
is settled at once, because tho intuition o f  man's nature boars its 
testimony. But is Spiritualism true ? W hy, it never was false. It 
has always been true. It tracks the ages. I  see its silent monuments 
as I pass through the green fields of merry England, looking askance 
through tho cold windows of your railway carriages. 1 see its silent 
monuments speak on the hill-tops of this glorious island, greater and 
grander to me than any book of English literature I  evor read; and I  
believe you havo given birth'those whose memories will bo perpetual; 
I  see its evidences in my own land, in tho denso forests, on 
tho distant prairies, down tho icy rivers that pour their 
translucent streams into tho over-absorbing gulf—evidences that 
man lias lived, and that he commenced with the invisible, stood 
entranced beneath tho all-shadowing glory of his God. And did ho 
need practical proof ? O h! my God, yes. l ie  left a sentiment, which, 
could it have been enthroned in tho litoraturo, in tho ,law, in tho 
science, in the religion, in tho policy of my beloved nation, hor 
slaughtered would not to day bo the only evidonco of her Christianity. 
Do you ask what I  moan P No child of Indian hirtli ever doubtod his 
immortality. Can you say that of Christian people P -And w hy? ho 
lived truer to nature. That is the whole of it. And is not tho Infinite 
manifest everywhere ? Can you see a singlo thing, and traco it, that 
does not lead you to the Infmito ? When I uso tho name God, I  use 
tho name that swells my bosom, not as tho dictum of a creed, not as 
tho shibboleth of a party—for what deeds have not boon performed in 
his name ?—hut I use it as a name that swells above tho attainments 
o f tho past, tho measured .joys of tho present, tho fond and devoted 
reflections that have entwined my memories, and enchanted them, us 
it were, from the skies ; it swells within mo in tho hours of darkness ; 
it [says, “ Hope never dies ; ” it says, “ I  never fail to give.” Tho 
Indian saw it, and left an evidence o f it, which makes a romance of 
history' to-day. I f  you have caught my thought it is simply this, that 
all nations, all people, all ages, all forms of civilization, havo this im­
mortal idoa. “ But they have it superstitiously,”  somo man says. 
Did the man who said that reflect that once ho was a child P Humanity 
is a child growing. Havo you no follies ? Hero is a thought, and 
though I weary you I  must trespass upon you with this, and I  have 
done. Tho chargo against Spiritualism comes in hero. W hy lias it 
crazed so many pcoplo ? This man had been dolving in tho earth after 
gold, that some medium told him was hid somewhere ; another has got 
somo new invention by which ho is going to transform men into 
angels, without going through this caterpillar state of the flesh in 
which wo are passing. The point to which I  wish to direct your at­
tention is this—tho Bpirit is not to blame for that, if there is any 
blame. Ah, no 1 Suppose wo granted that all is true. I f  you stop in 
your investigations of the spiritual impress of Divinity upon your 
nature, upon your relations to God, to society, to all that you meet, to 
all that you touch—If you stop becauso of its absurdities, I  will toll 
you what the result will be— you will pardon me, I know—your 
tendency will he a tendency to idiocy, to a dwarfing of all tho God­
like attributes of your own nature. You do not judgo thus of anything

elso. When hunger is tho demand of your nature, and somo person 
spreads his tablo for you, or some humblo porson in the street offers 
you sustenance,do you refuse that because that individual’s nose is not 
shaped tho same as yours P or because he does not walk or talk as you 
do, with tho last fasliionablo accent ? Certainly n ot; that would be 
absurd in the extreme. Yet in the matter which pertains more to love 
and divinity than all tho other, you stop to measure it by tho awkward 
walking, talking, or acting of those who, perchance, havo given you 
tho only reliable evidence that you over had of your immortality. In 
America (and my worthy father there will bear ino out in this state­
ment) tho thought that suppressed mo most, as I contemplated these 
unmistakeablo evidences of spiritual power, born in every house and 
neighbourhood, was that because of the supposed or real humbleness 
of their origin men wore ashamed of them. Such men spolco o f  
Christ and forgot the humbleness of the manger and tho cross. I was 
called a minister of Christ—that thought made me blush before 
thousands, and time will record the result o f that blush. But here ia 
tho point—the humility of its origin is its natural origin. W hy, it 
is not committed. “  What do you mean says one. I  mean that 
the man committed to-day to one formula of science, history, or art, 
will not receive spiritual evidences. I f  he holds that it is tho acme of 
perfection that ho has got, and that he can bottlo it up, and sell it at 
10s. a quart—(laughter)—I toll him there is that which cannot he 

, labollcd or defined ; and in tho vory fact that it cannot he defined, all 
havo the privilege of partaking of it as of tho ambient air, as of the 
starry beauty of night, as of the grandeur of tho ocean, and the 
intensified glory of a commingled universe. Despiso not, then, its 
humblo origin. Again, thought is spiritual. Elesh and blood do not 
think. “  What,”  you say, “  all thought spiritual ?”  Yes 1 “  What
the thought o f making m oney?” Yes, very spiritual. (Laughter.) 
And If you aro not careful it will show its power so much superior to 
that boasted reason and delightful affection you have for your wife 
and children as to so absorb you that you may lose them all. “  Then you 
blame mo for my money making ? ”  Pause with me, and I  will give 
you a thought that you will carry with you to your grave. Do I  
blame the fire for burning my finger when I  put it in the flame ? No- 
Why not ? Is it to blame for it ? Suppose there was an arbitrary 
Divinity such as we have worshipped that should annihilate bis own 
law, why we could not be sensibly warmed by it, we should lose more 
than we should gliin. Suppose spiritual power ceases its influx into 
man’ s brain, merely because lie violates judgment, violates affection, 
violates the impress of Divinity upon him, every hour allowing it to run 
into every conceivable excess, it will run finally into such absurdities, 
such follies, till at last the man looks over his accumulated stores as 
burdens upon his conscience, forged chains of adamantine strength, 
binding him to the gross, to the decayed, to the ephemeral, and he 
sighs for the days of his boyhood, and even poverty if  combined with 
the glorious sunshino of his spirit. The measure or condition of 
conventional association of humbleness o f origin is no measure o f  truth 
— none whatever. By rejecting falsehood and receiving the truth, 
you will see there will come with it more than the mighty wealth o f 
this great empire—there shall come with it a power stronger than 
that which holds the mountains. Do you doubt it ? God is good— 
nature divine, tending to perfectness and unity, to the blending o f  
interests, totheultimate interblendings of matureliopes, and aspirations 
of every child, so that in the recognition of spiritual evidences born 
to this generation, and marking all the movements o f this age, you 
recognise a thought which has in God's universe at last attained an 
utterance, that there is no outcast son, thero is no offcast daughter of a 
common humanity in an eternal Divinity. (Cheers.)

Solo—“  How beautiful aro tho foot,’’  (Handel.)—Miss Fanny 
Haldane.

Mr J. II. Powell, Editor of tho Smiutual T imes, said that, after 
tho very elaborate and beautiful address delivered by Dr. Ferguson, 
ho felt in a rather awkward position, and should not havo troubled, 
them with any remarks had it not been that ho felt he had a duty to 
perform, or certain facts to make known to them. It was well known 
that his friend Mr Cooper had been associated with him in starting 
and sustaining tho Seiiutual T imes, and also in taking and opening 
that room for tho purpose of spiritual discussion; and inasmuch as Mr 
Cooper was of rather modost mien, he thought it necessary to state 
that he (Mr Cooper) had sacrificed a very largo sum of money—much 
larger than ho ought to have done, because ho had boon earnest in the 
causo of Spiritualism. Ho was glad to find such a largo assemblage, 
and ho hoped tlioir sympathies would ho onlistcd to aid his friend Mr 
Coopor in tho work he had so nobly undertaken. They could not 
mention the name of any singlo porson who had done so much for the 
causo of Spiritualism in England, in a mere monetary sense, as Mr 
Cooper had done. Ho knew how hard it was for a man to bo con­
stantly putting his hand into his pockot and paying heavy bills, when 
sometimes, after all that had boen dono by his friend, ho had boen 
thoroughly insulted. Thoy had boen lecturing together in Sussex. 
At Lowes Mr Cooper was unceremoniously pushed off tho platform ; 
and some young men, who had been educated at tho ordinary 
acadomios, came there with sparrows, and lot them fly about tho place; 
let off crackers, which ignited ladies’ dresses, and creatod a regular 
disturbance, llo  recollected Mr Cooper endeavouring to convince a 
sceptic that ho had facts to hack him, and at that moment ho was 
pushed off a high platform. It was rather curious that before he was 
pushed off ho had placed one forefinger across tho other, and so eager was 
he, that whon ho reached tho floor thoy were in exactly the same 
position. That was one of tho best evidences of the truth of 
psychology he (Mr Fowell) ever knew. Mr Cooper not only started 
the nowspapor, but started on a lecturing tour, and ho had also taken 
upon himself to introduce the Davenport Brothers to various towns to 
give the people conviction of the truth of these manifestations. When 
the present institution was planned ho (Mr F .) proposed that thoy 
should havo yearly subscriptions of not less than a guinea. He
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thought that if they could get 200 or 250 persons to suhscribo—and 
that was not a large number to get in this England of ours—they 
might raise some £250 a year to aid them in carrying out this object. 
When ho mentioned it, several friends came forward. He would read 
the list of subscribers, and after the meeting ho should bn happy to 
enter in a book provided for that purpose tho names of any other 
friends who felt disposed to subscribe. He might further say that it 
was not their intention to introduce sectarianism into this hall. Their 
object was to get persons together to investigate tho subject. They 
did not want persons to believe as they believed. He would make 
hold, after some long experience in psychology, to assert that no man 
living, with average intellect, could possibly investigate tho manifesta­
tions of Spiritualism without coming to the conclusion that they were 
eternal facts—facts that they must admit. They had now an institu­
tion inaugurated for the express purpose of advancing Spiritualism. 
The basis of this institution was founded upon the idea that they did 
Under various conditions communicato with tho spirit world ; and that 
as a necessary consequence they proved beyond doubt the soul was 
immortal. They would now be able to call in here men of all grades, 
and of whatever creed, whether Protestant, Catholic, or materialist, to 
discuss this question ; and tho name of the institute—“  Spiritual ” — 
implied that a man who became a member of it necessarily had somo 
idea that thero was a communication taking place between tho two 
worlds. They conld all stand upon the broad basis of Immortality, 
and, being satisfied of the grand fact that we do communicate with 
spirits, diverge to any degree without disruption. Immortality was, 
as Dr Ferguson has shown, a glorious and great idea. But in his (Mr
P.’s) opinion, the first essential consideration was, what will become 
of us, not in tho illimitable remoteness of tho future, but in the next 
stage of existance ; first here on this earth—then there in the imme­
diate future. After we aro there wo shall probably find expansion of 
hope, and so on through tho cycles of Immortality. He hoped no ono 
would enter that room with a view to create disharmony : but that 
they would all endeavour to eliminate the truths of immortality. He 
thought then they would bo ablo to go ahead and do considerable good. 
Mr Powell said he would refer to one or two silly positions our scien­
tific Solons had taken, up in regard to this subject. They had all 
heard of Professor Faraday. When table-turning came into vogue he 
made a statement that those tables wore moved by “  involuntary 
muscular action.”  The Professor regarded table-turning as it occurred 
at that timo, and thought there were no other kind of manifestations 
with tables. In making this statement ho committed himself, as Dr 
Ferguson had said, to this theory—that no tablo has been moved 
Unless it were by muscular effort. Now, ho (M r P.) had seen tables 
rise in tho air without human contact; ho had seen them dancing about 
keeping timo to music, both in his own and Mr Coopor's house. Ho 
had soon tlieso things repeatedly; and, to him, tho idea of a tablo 
moving by involuntary muscular effort was absurd. The most 
ignorant of men was capable of judging whether a tablo moved by 
muscular force or not. Sir David Brewster, who, with Professor Faraday 
had done a great deal for the physical sciences, was some years ago 
invited to a seance, and when there he was asked whether tho table 
moved, and what did ho say? W hy, that “  it appeared to move.”  
W hy did ho not say the material universe appeared to exist ? Tho 
thing was utterly absurd, for a child could tell whether a table 
actually moved or not. Afterwards Professor Pepper wrote a lecturo 
which was delivered at tho Polytechnic, in which ho said that 
Spiritualism was blasphemous. One day a gentleman was present 
who askod tho lecturer whethor he knew anything about Spiritualism ? 
and ho replied that ho did not. The gentleman thon went to Mrs 
Marshall, where ho witnessed such extraordinary manifestations, 
that he went back to the Polytechnic and told Professor Pepper that 
the manifestations he had witnessed were boyond his finding out, and 
he wished tho Professor to undergo similar experiences. Professor 
Pepper replied “  I  do not wish to bo convinced.” —Mr Powell then 
made another appeal on behalf o f Spiritualism, remarking that if tho 
audienco would only help them, they would be able, ho hoped, to get 
Dr FerguBon to lecture many times yet, and he trusted that beforo 
the Davenport Brothers (whom he was glad to seo present,) left 
England, they would, with tho permission of Mr Palmer, givo a 
seanco for tho benefit of this institution. ( Cheers.)

Mr S p e a r  said that prior to obtaining that building, Mr Cooper 
had expendod a good sum of money to advance Spiritualism, namely, 
in giving lectures, and in supporting the weekly paper. Those who 
could not afford to subscribe to tho institute should do some good by 
purchasing and distributing copies of the S p i r i t u a l  T im e s .

Mr S h o r t e r  then addressed the meeting. Referring to the progress 
of Spiritualism, he said, when ho began its investigation nine years 
ago, so far as it was at that timo known in this country, it was treated 
with tho utmost scorn and contempt, as boneath discussion. Few 
believed it, or even cared to mako it a subject of inquiry; it had no 
literature, it was represented in tho periodical pross by only a penny 
monthly publication, issued in a little Yorkshire town, and edited by a 
working man, who was also its amateur printer. A ll honour to tho 
humble, but noble pioneers, who had tho courago to proclaim the facts 
of their experience in the face of ignorant reproach and ridicule! But 
what were the facts now ? There was a Spiritual Magazine, which had 
been five years in existence, and contained, he belioved, a larger body 
of facts and arguments on the question, than any single work that had 
appeared in tliis country; they had tho S p ir it u a l  T im e s  published 
weekly, and they had a growing literature of which any cause might 
well be proud. Thero were now in England somo thousands of 
believers, especially among the litorary and educated class. Among 
its advocates were men and women whose names were household words 
wherever the English languago is spoken. The subject was now dis­
cussed in almost every newspaper, magazine, and review, in the United 
Kingdom. The facts of Spiritualism, in some of its phases, wero 
before the public, and no satisfactory explanation of them other than

that of Spiritualism had yet been given; indeed, many unbelievers had 
confessed that though not Spiritualists themselves, thoso who were, had 
good reasons for being so. Mr Shorter then glanced at tho progress of 
Spiritualism in America and on the continent of Europe, where, ho 
said, to use Mr IIowitt’s simile, it was spreading like a forest on fire. 
And yet with all these world-wide facts, o f daily occurrence for the 
last fifteen years, our men of science and public instructors were 
rubbing their eyes bewildered, just waking up to tho facts as a new 
discovery, and asking, “  What does it all mean ?”  It meant many tilings, 
this among others, that tho pseudo philosophers who sought to elimi­
nate God and all spiritual forces from the universo were now confronted 
by facts which belied their theories, and formed as it were a stone wall 
against which they would only dash their heads in vain—that those 
questions relating to man’s deepest nature and future lifo which stirred 
tho hearts of men in all ages were being answered in tho most effective 
way, not by dialectics, but by facts—by tho spirits whose existence 
was questioned, entering into communication with us, and in various 
and most palpablo ways manifesting their continued presence and 
agency. That this matter should bo ridiculed by inveterate and 
professional jokers was only to bo oxpected, but ho was sorry to 
find that somo from whom better things wore expected had been 
content to mako smartness and banter do duty for more serious 
argument. Mr Shorter concluded with remarks in answer to tho 
oft-repeated question Cui bono ? contending that Spiritualism prosented life 
under now aspects and relations, and enlarged our conceptions of 
the worth and dignity of human nature.

Mr Shorter’s address was listened to with marked attention, and 
it is a matter of regret that wo aro prevented from giving a full 
report by want of space.

Tho meeting closed with tho Benediction, pronounced by Mr Spear.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.
SOME THOUGHTS REGARDING THE MILLENNIUM.

“ The manifestations now aro all upon the subject of love to our 
neighbour. Tho power now says that love alono will conquer under 
these manifestations, and that it will ro-create tho world, making the 
old young, and tho young joy fu l; that it will indeed be God’s reign 
upon earth, for God is love. Tho Bpirit says that it must be that love 
spoken of as charity in tho 13th chaptor of Corinthians, and that truly 
wo must lovo ono another as Christ loved us, which was to givo Him­
self for us. Tho spirit says that tho -Millennium will bo this reign of 
lovo, which will como in like a dissolving view beforo the old dis­
pensation has gono ou t; that wo shall all bo actors in this 
panorama, and God, tho Trinity, will bo tho sppetators, admiring His 
own work) and pronouncing it “ very good.”  Marriago of tho soul, 
says tho spirit, must prevail, since man and woman separated are but 
half-beings, resembling tho two sides of a pair o f scissors—of no use 
unless joined together. Tho two halves must be made of tried steel, 
which when joined must work into each other. Their Maker will then, 
approving of His implement, take them in His hand in order with 
them to cut out the pattern of His intended work.”

“  I  have had a beautiful droam relating to tho Millennium. I 
dreamed that I  saw our Saviour standing again upon earth, sur- 
sounded with but few followers. Ho stretebed forth his hand com­
manding tho hand of Death to como to Him through the clouds. I 
then beheld a dark skeleton hand travelling along through the dark 
sky, and as it approached our Saviour, He took a stop or two in 
advance, and threw over the hand a boautiful white wreath, which 
rested on tho wrist, and then a white voil which concealed tho fingers. 
Upon this one of His followers addressod mo, who stood trembling to 
seo that the Saviour who was to bring lifo into tho world should 
command Death to appear, and said, 1 Do you not seo that Christ is 
casting signs of joy  over tho hand of death ? ’ W ith this I  awoke, and 
reflected that these signs of joy  wero tho bridal wreath and voil. The 
power then wroto through my hand that such would be tho Millennium, 
whon death would be conquered by lovo, and the souls of both sexes 
bo united in one. » It has also been written through my hand with 
reference to our future state that our state of heart makes our place in 
tho next world, and as we are so will bo our abode.”

(To bo Continued.)

S P I R I T U A L  L Y C E U M ,

14, NEWMAN STREET, OXFORD STREET.

On Sunday evening, Jan. 29th, at half-past six, addresses 
will be delivered by the Rev. J. M. Spear, Mr Jas. Stirling 
(from Paris), and others.— Admission free.

D r . F e r g u s o n ' s B e n e f it .—W o aro pleased to inform our readers 
that the Davenport Brothers and Mr Fay, will givo a Cabinet and a 
Dark Séance for tho benefit of the Rov J. B. Ferguson, on Saturday 
afternoon, Jan. 28th, at 3 o’clock, at tho Hanover Square Rooms. 
Tickets to both séances, lOsfid: tickets to the Cabinet Séance only, 
5s. W e trust our friends will assemblo in largo numbers.

P r e s e n t  t o  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  L y c e u m .—W e havo received from Mr 
Grant, o f Maidstone, “  The Herald of Progress,”  2 vols. in one, for 
1860 and 1861; also the “  The Spiritual Telegraph,”  for 1859 and 1860. 
These volumes aro valuable, and Mr Grant has our thanks. W e 
shall be pleased to receive from other friends, books, spirit-drawings, 
&c.
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THE STA R  IN A  MAZE.
The Morning Star admitted into its columns a letter signed 

V e r a x , which, we suppose, was written by Mr Dempster, 
the legal limb, who did not know whether his own hands 
were tied to his own limbs or to the limbs of the mediums. 
It is not a surprising thing for us to find that the Star will 
only admit damaging statements against the Davenports. 
The following was sent to the Star hut was rejected. One 
side is supposed to he all very well until the opposite side is 
heard, hut the Star won’ t have an opposite side, so there is 
nothing for us but newspaper popery.

TH E  DAVENPORTS AT EASTBOURNE.

“  I  have seen p len ty  o f  these grasshopper observers w h o find e very ­
th in g  o u t .” — W m . I I o w it t .

To tho Editor of tho Morning Star.
Sir , - - As tho introducer of the Brothers Davenport “ to 

this delightful watering place,”  allow me, injustice to these 
gentlemen, briefly to reply to the letter which appeared in 
your Saturday’ s impression. Your correspondent “ Verax” ! 
is not far from the truth in his details o f the exciting scene 
between Mr Fay and Mr Dempster. But he, being like my­
self, an “ outsider,”  I  deem it quite within the bounds of pro­
bability, that my view of the whole matter is at least as good 
as his. Had Verax experienced for himself the manifestations 
which generally take place “  inside”  the cabinet, as I have 
done— he, perhaps, might be as good an authority as myself. 
Be that as it may, I beg to offer for the consideration of your 
readers the following items :—

Mr Dempster went into the cabinet and testified that he 
saw and felt Mr Fay’s hands. W e do not deny that he saw 
and felt hands; but we do deny that he saw and 
felt Mr Fay’ s hands. Over 200 persons in this country 
have testified they have seen and felt hands, and they were 
not the hands of the men fast bound in the cabinet. Mr 
Dempster’ s mind was so overpowered by his experience, that 
he spoke as a man who did not know what he was saying. 
For example, he said his own hands were fastened to his own 
limbs, which was not true, for they were fastened to Messrs 
Davenport and Fay. He said they played the fiddle with 
their feet, and admitted that he could not feel them move 
though his hands rested on their knees. Such was the incon­
sistency of his statements that his fellow committeeman, Mr 
Mockford, gave no credit whatever to them, for the reason 
that he had said no tune had been played, when asked how 
their feet could play a tune. Whereupon Mr Mockford, and 
the audience, averred that three distinct tunes had been 
played. As Mr Dempster says Mr Fay had his hands loose: 
what necessity was there for him to play the fiddle with his 
feet? When Dr Ferguson pointed out the inconsistency of 
his statements, he complained that the doctor wished to “  talk 
him down,”  although I have rarely seen a man treated so 
politely under the circumstances. A  solicitor ought to be 
better able to weigh facts and testimony than Mr Dempster 
appears to be. Well might Dr Ferguson exclaim— “ You a 
solicitor ? ” — I remain, &c.,

Eastbourne, Jan. 21,1365. Hobert Cooper.

S P I R I T  M E S S A G E S .
(Continued from No. 41.)

“  How is it in the cases of mystic memory that the recognition 
is not mutual ? ”

“  Our disembodied spirits visit your earth, and from our con­
tinual visits become acquainted with all tho doings of tho especial 
beings we guard over and watch, but you know not of it. In like 
manner the spirit of the dreamer may hover over and learn the 
actions of the being whose spirit attracts him magnetically, but 
who may not necessarily become into the same intimate knowledge 
of tho spirit of the mystic dreamer, who ofttimes is in the spirit 
■with tho one who draws him, whilst that one is in tho exercise of 
his bodily duties, and not freed by the sleep of nature. Thus has 
it happened. Those of different countries become, as it were, 
allied. The one part of the sleeping world does thus oft visit the 
other part of the globe, the inhabitants of which, during your 
night and sleep-time, are in the full play of their daily duties. 
Believe me, this is true. You ask how we can give prophetic 
dreams ? knowing it is not in our vocation to foretell the future. 
Although not in our regular vocation, inasmuch as God veils the 
future for wise purposes, it is in such cases His wise purpose to 
unveil it through us, and for that purpose may we, as it were, 
photograph the particular scene to be foretold on the mind of the

spirit o f the dreamer, so that on his awakening to daily life it will 
be to him as real as though lie had actually visited the spot, as in 
general he actually does ; but the prophetic dream, instead of 
being actual vision, is a dioramic view. M y child, leave oil.” 

Compare above with message on death and dreams, given on 
15th of May, 1804.

“  There is no moro philosophy in death than in your partaking 
of any simple meal. Tho change wrought by it, in emancipating 
the spirit from the earth-body, is delightful to the holy living. 
Frequently on the vergo o f death the inner light reveals tho 
presence of those spirits present, but the change from earth-life to 
spirit-life is frequently (imperceptible, as the gliding from wake­
fulness to nature’s sleep, the preciso instant o f which is not 
discoverable, for though pulses cease to beat that is no sign that 
the spirit has quitted possession of the body ; even though it has 
departed from the life springs. (?) Tho body, soul, and spirit 
combine to form tho living man. The spirit may be away, but the 
magnetic connection not dissolved. This happens in vivid dreams 
anil death-like trances. In tho former, the body and soul receive 
the communication o f tho spirit’s flight, during its absenco from 
the body. In tho latter, there is often too slight connection 
between the spirit and body left, for the body to retain any con­
sciousness on returning to earth-life power.”

(Here the writing stopped. I  asked, “  May I  not go on ?”— “  No, 
rest.” ) Later in the day the subject was continued thus—

“  Death to the body is thus life to the spirit and soul. The soul 
is tho spirit-body, as tho earth-body clothes the soul • and spirit. 
This accounts for the spirits o f deceased friends being seen, whilst 
few instances aro known o f the spirit o f a living body being seen. 
Such has occurred, but when it does happen the body feels 
excessive exhaustion, and it is injurious to health. Leave oft’.”  

Every few lines of the MS.S. being interspersed with a 
cross, I  once asked why they were given so frequently, the 
reply was “ Emblems of holiness and guide marks for you to believe 
what wo tell you. Evil cannot give the perfect form of the mark 
of our Saviour’s holy passion and death.’ ’

St. Leonard’s, Oct. 1864. F. J. T.

SPIRITU AL D RAW IN GS O f  N A T U R A L OBJECTS.
Tiie September number of the Spiritual Magazine for 1864, bad 

tlie pleasure of introdueing to its readers some remarkable spiritual 
phenomena, experienced by Mr Robert II. F. Rippon of Boston, 
Lincolnshire. Within the last nine months a new phase of medium- 
ship having been developed in this gentleman, tho gradual growth o f 
which we have been able to watch, I  would gladly in these pages 
give an account of this new unfolding o f spiritual power.

In March, 1864, being in London, Mr Rippon visited my father, 
spending witii him two days. It was upon this occasion that I made 
Mr Rippori’s personal acquaintance. In conversation ho casually 
observed that, for some years the power of drawing had been promised 
him by “  the spirits,”  and that should this promise ever be fulfilled 
he should consider that truly a miracle had been wrought in his 
favour, seeing that neither from nature nor education did he possess 
tho slightest power of delineation with the pencil; that lie had at 
various times made tho most futile attompts to copy entomological 
and other specimens of natural history—lie being professionally a 
a collector of Bueh specimens—but that nevertheless tliespirits promised 
him remarkable power in this, as well as in other walks of art.

Knowing from experience that the gifts o f spirit-writing and draw­
ing are not unfrequently conveyed througli mediums by “  the laying 
on of hands,”  ( I  use this expression'adviscdly, and with due reverence, 
considering these in degree as veritable“ gifts o f the Spirit,” ) I  proposed 
to lay my hand upon liis wrist while the held a pencil; and we, soliciting 
tlie gift from on High, would observe what should follow. I, myself, 
felt a strong conviction that Mr Rippon would carry home with him 
tlie gift o f drawing by spirit power. Mr Rippon’s hand soon began, 
slightly impelled by the magnetic influence, to move with the in­
voluntary motion well known to drawing and writing mediums—a 
a motion once experienced never to he forgotten—hut tlie results both 
after tlie first, second, and even third attempt, whilst Mr Rippon re­
mained in Loudon, were simply the vague, uncertain, scribble usually 
observed in the commencements of tlie development. Nevertheless, 
I felt still an earnest conviction that already the seed was sown 
which, would spring up into life. In one particular the 
results differed from my anticipations. Mr Rippon’s hand was 
moved, as will ho seen hy and by from ills own words, to copy natural, 
not spiritual, forms. Tims liis spiritual nrt-education has been com­
menced upon tho natural plane. Sir B. Coleman refers to a similar 
instance in Mrs Mapes, whom lie encountered in America. (Vide 
Spiritual Magazine, October, 1861.

When first myself experiencing tho developoment o f the spiritual 
power some years ago, I  was fully aware of the magnetic impulse 
being strongly present within the hand to guide in the delineation of 
natural objects, visible to the natural sight, as wellj as in the delinea­
tion o f spiritual objects invisible to the natural sight. Sirs W. 
Wilkinson, whose beautiful and extraordinary drawing o f spiritual 
flowers and fruits are already known to many hundred persons, and 
in whom, as in tlie case o f Mr Rippon, the artistic faculty was un­
folded by spiritual influence, without any previous intellectual study 
has, I  believe, lately executed drawings hy spirit-power from natura 

'objects. Tims in two cases the artistic education appeared to have 
commenced upon an interior plane, developing outward, whilst in Mr 
Rippon’s case it appears to be reversed—developing from the external
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towards the internal. These variations in the artistic education of 
mediums are interesting ; pointing out, as is evinced by innumerable 
other phenomena, a wonderfully wise adaptation of means to ends.

But to return to the case in point. I  will now give, in Mr Rippon’s 
own words as extracted from his lettors, a short narrative of the deve­
lopment. Of the quality of the results so far attained through his super­
natural education, I  will speak further on.

“  April 5th, 1864.—Both Mrs Rippon and myself have been seeking 
the writing and spirit-drawing power, last evening, as you may judge 
Irom enclosed specimens the figures wore anything hut pleasing. On 
Sunday afternoon several unintelligible words and forms had been 
given through our hands. .

April 9th.—Tho enclosed very crude drawings are a great improve­
ment on the little things which I  last enclosed. The power of draw- 
mg came upon me on Tuesday last (April 5th). I  know I  shall im­
prove with every trial, and hope to be able to copy anything accurately 
m a very short time ; although I  could not depict the simplest form in 
Daturo this day week. I  am astonished at the gift which I  have 
mnged for, for so many years and never had hoped to receive on earth. 
But the flowing in of the power cast out for a time much physical 
strength. I  have many other specimens by me, but less perfect than 
the enclosed. Shortly, when the power has increased, I  will draw you 
a beautiful group c f  curious insects as a littlo momonto of the gift 
having been bestowed partly through the modiumship of Mrs W . ; but 
this group shall bo in colours. At present there are great crudities, 
t am so thankful and joyous, and so is my wife about this gift. I  have 
dreamed in the past, at different times, of producing a drawing, a paint- 
mg, and a piece of statuary, and all of them most perfect. Perhaps I  
may yet be able to do all this. How kind has God been to us.”

I ’urther particulars given in a|lotter to Mrs W .—“ Often in past years 
have I  tried to draw, often have I  thought whether I could invent any 
means of obtaining pictures in order to satisfy this craving in my 
nature. But in every attempt was I  foiled; all were unsuccessful. 
Suddenly, on Tuesday night, I  felt that I  could draw. A  person came 
to see Mrs Rippon. Whilst she was present I  took a pencil and tried 
what would come. In a few moments a curious little icheneumon fly 
■Was depicted. It was very crude in appearance, but nevertheless easily 
recognizable as something beyond anything I  could do before. During 
the evening I  copied from specimens a beetle and a butterfly. Tho 
next morning I  began to feel the power increasing, and I  copied a 
Picture of an orange-tree and put in two or three insects. Still crude, 
hut improving so as to astonish myself, oach bocoming more perfect.

The first two days and a half whilst this power was flowing into mo, 
my physical strength seemed to flow out, and I  felt so weak as to be 
Unfit for anything. I  feel that every specimen will bo more perfect. 
I  know by spiritual impression that very soon landscapes, portraits, 
and all sorts of objects will bo given with ease through my hand. I  
have been almost wild with delight. I  am like a child with a new toy. 
_ May 23rd.— On Monday last I  lost the power entirely till about tea 

time, when I  began AUacus atlas from a specimen in my collection ; 
you will observe that I  have put in the colour by scales as in nature. 
Yesterday, I  again lost the powers and regained it in the ovening. M y 
Wife drew and paintod from nature a specimen, to-day, exceedingly 
Well for her first attempt, so much so indeed, that I  feel she would 
more than rival me if she were to practise. This ebbing and flowing 
of tho power is to mo very strange.

May 24th.—Pray carry to all my Spiritualist friends my best thanks 
for their kindness in sending me their most acceptable gift |of colours, 
&c. I  do earnestly hope that in return for their kindness I  may be 
really able somewhat to advance the spirital cause which we have all 
of us so near at heart; I  know it to be a holy and deeply important 
one. On the first day that I  began to paint as commanded to do by a 
spirit voice, I  was fully impressed and told my wife that I  was con­
vinced that colours would be sent me, but from whence I know not. 
I  now mention this as it may interest you.

Juno 12th.—I  feel that tho time is coming whon I  shall bo able to 
produce groups of flowers in which landscapes occur. Every time that 
I  look at a landscape painting something seems impressed upon me, 
layer upon layer, as of some strango new gift imparting this from on 
bigh. I  wonder what this feeling indicates P

Juno 18th.—I  send you with this some drawings for yourselves and my 
kind Spiritualist friends. You will see that these drawings contain my 
first efforts in tho direction of flowers. I  feel the element for great 
pictorial powers developing within me. I  feel now convinced if  only 
permitted to givo my undivided attention to the development of this 
gift that I  should soon bo ablo to produco groups of natural objects on 
a largo scale and to make lovely pictures.

June 29th.—On Monday week tho power came on mo with such 
strength that I  produced a sheet of butterflies from Japan and an 
English flower and butterfly as near perfection as I  think possible. I  
executed them for a lady in Boston. It was a littlo commission. This 
drawing has convinced several persons of the truth of Spiritualism, 
who until now wore quito sceptical. On tho following day I  lost tho 
power almost entirely, since then I  have received it again with 
fuller vigour. I  have thought much latoly about this glorious^ gift 
having been bestowed upon mo, and always the conviction foreos itself 
Upon mo that I  ought to make groat uso of it. I  now feel ablo to 
execute pictures from nature on a largo scale, with groupings of flowers, 
insects, and perhaps birds, all copied accurately from nature. Thoso 
Would probably bo worth framing. Do you think it would be possible 
for me to obtain orders for such pictures P I  have an idea for a largo 
picture, which should represent a tree of tho tropics—the trunk 
chiefly, clustered with orchids, passiflorage, and beautiful humming 
birds, insects flying around, whilst land-snails are making their way 
Up the exposed portions of the tree’s trunk. A ll the objects I  shomd 
draw and colour from nature. Could I  only obtain orders for work 
of tbis description, I  would then devote the whole of my attention to 
tho development of my new gift.

August 20th, the drawings were becoming more perfect. I am

now working upon groups of flowers, with insects crawling upon or 
flying round them. Whilst at Sleaford last week, on two occasions 
whilst painting, tho table was visibly lifted under my hands, and it 
moved several times. I  have never obsorved this before. Several 
times the phantoms of lines have been distinctly visible on tho paper 
beforo they were drawn in with the brush.”

These phantoms are not unfrequently observed' by mediums, and 
load to tho suggestion of a singular hypothesis regarding tho mode by 
which the drawings are given to a certain class of mediums—those 
whoso hands arc automatically moved. I  am acquainted with a lady, 
who, one day, whilst sketching under spiritual influx, a group of 
flowors, with butterflies hovering around, suddenly, and to hor great 
surprise, perceived lying upon tho paper before her, upon a spot as yet 
untouched by tho pencil, the most delicately outlined and shaded 
butterfly, which appeared as if sketched in with sepia, the minute 
veining, spots, wings delicate as lace-work. She spoke to me of this 
wonderful appearance immediately after perceiving it, observing that 
she could scarcely believe the evidence of her own vision, and feared 
to breathe lest she should destroy the phantom, so ethereal did it ap­
pear, and that even whilst she thus observed it, her hand had been 
moved towards it, the pencil sketching tho outline of tho butterfly, 
which then gradually faded away. In my own experience, although 
frequently porceiving the odylic light falling off from my hands whilst 
drawing, in globules of palo flame, I  havo never recognised these 
phantom forms. Although a highly developed seeress, an intimate 
friend sitting by my side, has invariably seen and described tho whole 
picture which I  was about to draw, lying upon tho otherwise blank 
paper in tho most perfect beauty, formed apparently of scintillating 
coloured light—a living picture changing like a dissolving view. _ Sho 
has watched my hand impelled by tho magnetic force, automatically 
trace the outline of tho coloured picture pretty much after the manner 
of a child drawing upon a transparent slato. What arc those pictures? 
Projected thoughts from surrounding spiritual beings bocomo objective, 
according to the law referred to by Swedenborg and other seers, which 
causes all thought in the spirit-world to clothe itself in an outward 
correspondential body.

(To be continued in our next.)

THE ASPIRATION.
How long, great God, how long must I 
Immured in this dark prison lie 1 

Where at the grates and avenues of sense 
My soul must watch to have intelligence ;
Where but faint gleams of Thee salute my sight,
Like doubtful moonshine in a cloudy night.

When shall I leave this magic sphere,
And be all mind, all eye, all ear ?
How cold this clime! and yet my sense, 
Perceives e’en here thy influence.

E’en here thy strong magnetic charms I feel,
And pant and tremble like the amorous steel.
To lower good, and beauties less divine,
Sometimes my erroneous needle doth decline ;

But yet (so strong the sympathy)
It turns, and points again to Thee.
I long to see this Excellence,
Which at such distance strikes my sense.

My impatient soul struggles to disengage 
Her wings from the confinement of her cage.
Wouldst Thou, great Love, this prisoner once set free, 
How would she hasten to be linked to thee !

She’d for no angels’ conduct stay,
But fly, and love on all the way.

C o n t e m p l a t i o n .—As Daniel in his captivity did three times a 
day open his window towards Jerusalem, though far out of sight, 
when he went to God in his devotions, so may the believing soul 
in this captivity to the flesh look towards Jerusalem which is 
above. . . .  As the pretty lark doth sing most sweetly, and 
never cease hor pleasant ditty while she hovereth aloof, as if sho 
were there gazing into the glory of the sun, but is suddenly 
silenced when she falleth to the earth ; so is the fame of the soul 
most delectable and divine, while it keepeth in the views of God 
by contemplation : but, alas ! we make there too short a stay; 
down again we fall, and lay by our music.—B a x t e k .

T h e  D i v i n e  L iv e .—The divine life, to such as have an eye to 
see, will be most perceptible in the branches thereof, though to 
the natural man they will look very witheredly and contemptibly. 
These branches are three, whose names though trivial and vulgar, 
yet if rightly understood, they bear such a sense with them, that 
nothing more weighty can be produced by the tongue of men or 
seraphim : and in brief they are these, Humility, Charity, Purity ; 
which, wherever they are found, are the sure and infallible marks 
or signs ef either an unfallen angel or a regenerate soul.—Dr H. 
Mobe. ^
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W e  have received several names as yearly subscribers of One Guinea 
to the Spiritual Lyceum. W e shall be glad to receive others, and 
shall shortly publish alist of the subscribers. Those who have already 
given their names will favour us by forwarding their subscriptions.

N o t ic e .— Subscribers to the Spiriiual Lyceum should Bond thoir subscrip­
tions to Mr J. II. Powell, “  Spiritual 'limes ”  Office, 11, Newmnn-stroet, 
Oxford-street.

Received—“ The Sword of Truth.”
JesE F ii T i l l y .—Tho communication shall appear in duo oourao. Tho 

question you ask concerning manifestations may bo answered thus—ob­
tain a properly developed tipping or rapping medium and you will be Ruro 
to get intelligible answers at tho table. Imperfect results flow out of im­
perfect conditions, and t ice vena.

-Our readers will favour us by sending accounts of Apparitions, Ilauntings 
&c. We wish to give as many facts as our space will admit. Corres­
pondents should allow their names and addresses to appear; accounts 
of a supernatural character should bo given to tho public freo from all 
suspicion.

A 11 Advertisements, payable in ndvance, may be forwarded to Mr J. II. 
Powell, S f i k i t u a l  T im e s  Office, 14, Newman-street, Oxford street.

Advertisements for insertion in the current week must reach tho Office on 
or before nine o’clock on Wednesday morning.

To t h e  T r a d e .—Tho S p i r i t u a l  T im e s  is published at Ton o’clock on 
Friday morning, at tho “  Spiritual Times ”  Offico, 14, Nowman Stroot, 
Oxford Street, and by Job Caudwell, 333, Strand.

THE SPIRITUAL TIMES BY POST.
To facilitato the obtaining of tho S f i k i t u a l  T im e s , packets w ill be sent 

direct from the Offico post froo to any part of tho United Kingdom, by 
remitting, in advanco, as under—

1 copy 3d., or for 13 weeks 3s. 3d. 20 weeks Os. Od.
2 „  3d., „  3s. 5d. „  10s. Od.
3 6d., „  6s. 0-1. „  13s. Od.
0 „  Is., „  13». Od. „  20a. Od.

32 weeks 13s. 
„  21s.
„  20s.
„  52s.

Post Office Orders must be made payable to Mr J. II. Powell, at the 
Oxford Street Post Office.

L ist o f  Aqents fo r  the Spiritual T im es."
London,—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row,
H. Vickers, Strand.
White, Temple.
Arthur F. Gilby, Hallesville-road, Canning-town.
James Bums, Progressive Library, Camberwell.
Publishing Company, 147, Fleet-street.
A. Plummer, 48, Thoobald’s-road, Holborn, Bloomsbury.
J. Roberts. 195, Shoreditch (opposite Great Eastern Railway.
James Mushat, 249, High-street, Edinburgh.
Mrs Funicane, 119, Aldersgate-streot.
B eadfoud—Joseph Lund.
N ewcastle-on-T yne,—Thomas P. Barkas, 49, Graingor-stroet. 
B righton,—Abbot, Queen’s-road.
K ingston- on-T hames.—Bryden.
N ottinoiiam.—Jeddiah Hitchcock, Alfred-street.
E astbourne—Mr. Applegate.

% *  Wo shall bo glad to receive additional names as Agents.
Mr and Mrs W allace hold Seances every Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 

evening, at 7 o’clock, at 139, Georgo’s-road, Holloway.

Just Published, 230 pagos, price Is. 6d.
rphe Life and Doctrines of Jesus, and John the
X  Baptist. An answer to

RENAN.
London: F. Pitman, 20, Patomostor Row, E.C.

A  NEW  VOLUME OF POEMS PREPARING FOR THE PRESS.

Just Published. Cloth, flsep. 8vo., 170p.p., price2s., Post Free, 26 stamps.

Qpiritualism : its Facts and Phases, Illustrated
^  with Personal Experiences, and Fac-similes of Spirit-Writing1, by J.
II. POWELL.

As an individual contribution to tho general mass of testimony on this 
great topic of tho age, it is very valuable,— William Hoivilt,

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answors ho received to querios areremark- 
ahlo, and as ho is evidently a truthful writer we cannot do other than advise* 
tho public to consult tho work.—l'liblic Opinion, March 12th, 1861.

May bo obtained of tho Author, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street.

NEW MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS.
fjur Rifles are Ready ! Hurrah! la Song for
^  Volunteers.) Words by T. S h o r t e r  ; Music l>y It. C o o p e r .) Easy 

and Effective.

T he Evening Star. Part Song, with voice parts complete.
The two compositions are published together, and can bo had post free, 

for 18 stamps.
t4Two first-class pieces.—Brighton Guardian.

M e t z l e r & C o., London and Brighton.
Also by tho same Composer, Price 2s. each.

Aver tlio Downs (Words by J. H. Powell).—
Song and Chorus as sung with great applause at the Philharmonic 

Hall, Islington.
Thekla’s Song (from Schiller’ s Piccolomini.)
The Better Land (Words by Mrs. Hemans.)
I Have Something to Tell you To-Night, Love (Words hy

T. Loker.J
The Christmas Hymn.— Solo, Duet, and Chorus.

The above Pieces can bo obtuined at Ilalf-prico.
“  Mr. Cooper has tho poculiar faculty of associating with his compositions 

tho very life and spirit of the poetry. Ho weds the words to melodies 
which add to thoir power, and invest thorn with speechful beauty.” — 
Brighton Gaette.

London ; N o v k l l o  & Co., 69, Dean-street, Soho.

Second Edition. One Shilling, Post Free.

Clairvoyance, Hygienic and Medical. By Jacob
W  Dixon, M.D. Job Caudwell, 335, Strand, London, W.C.

Published every Saturday, Thirty-two I'ayes, Price id .

public Opinion, a Comprehensive Epitome of
-*• the Press throughout tho World.

PUBLIC OPINION gives tho Commonts of the various leading 
Journals—British, Colonial, and Continental—on all important current 
topics, an elaborate summary of Contemporary Events, an extensive Selec­
tion of General Miscellaneous Intelligence, and u copious variety of Liter­
ary nnd Popular Reading.

The Annual Subscription (post freo, payablo in advance) is 13s. PUBLIC 
OPINION is published in time for Friday ovoning’s post, and sold ut all 
Railway Bookstalls and by all Booksollcrs and Newsagents throughout th. 
Kingdom and the colonies.

1’oBt-offiee Orders to bo made payablo to J. SEAMAN, Publisher and 
Manager.

Office, 11, Southampton Street, Strand.

Now Ready, Is.

Lives of the Brothers Davenport, reprinted from
the “ Sf ik it u a l  T im e s .”  B y  J . I I . Powell. T o  be had of the 

Author, Post Freo; Address—14, Nowman-street, Oxford-streot.

HUM PHREY COLLINS, AND OTHER POEMS,
To which is prefixed an A utobioguphy of tho Author.

BY J. H. POWELL,
' Author of Timon and other poems, &e,

Tho price to Subscribers will be Five Shillings.
Friends desirous of securing copies should kindly forward their namos and 
addresses to tho author, “  Spiritual Times”  office, 335, Strand, W.C. as 
only a limited number of copies will be issued.

TJealth in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, show-
11- ing Inw “  Good Digestion waits on Appetite, and Health on both.”  
By R. C o o p e r . T o be had of all Booksellers; Prico 6d.

“  Health in nature”  is a little book all should read. It goes in tho way 
•f social science, and in common-sense diction clears tho path to health. It 
is about the cheapest book of equal usefulness wo have had tho pleasuro to 
read.—Eastbourne Gazette.

F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row.

J Murray Spear has taken his former Rooms,
• 146, late 72, ALBANY STREET, REGENT’ S PARK, N.W., Lon­

don where ho will continue as heretofore to uso his mediumistic powors to 
examine and prosc ribe for disease of body and mind; and when so impressed 
he will delineate tho character of persons who may favour him with a call, 
or he will read character by letter.

It is desirable to use these powers, as far as practicable, without charge ; 
but obligations must be met—daily bread must bo had. A half-guinea is 
named as a home-fee; but they who aro unablo to givo that sum may do 
less and they who aro able aro at liberty to do more. All is consecrated to 
the service of humanity. Business hours from 12 to 3 p.m.

Calls will also bo received to visit tho sick, or to hold private converse 
tions on spiritual subjects, and to givo publio lectures on “  Spiritualism,’ 
on “ America and hor Institutions,”  and other themes of a moral, religious 
and progressive character.

I Communications for the Davenports to be
addressed to Mr. H. D. Palmer, 308, Regent Street.

. H. Powell, author of “ Spiritualism, its Facts
and Phasos,”  and Editor of tho Spiritual Times,

Is open to engagements to Locture on Spiritualism, Mesmerism, &c. 
Address—14, Newman-street, Oxford-stroet.

Tob Caudwell’s list of Publications to be obtained
G  through all Booksellers or Post-free from the Publisher, 335, Strand. 
London, W.C. Post-office orders to bo made payablo at the StrandOfflco.
Clairvoyance, Hygienic and Medical. B y Jacob Dixon,

L.S.A. Second edition. Is.
Dealings with the Dead. By T. B. Randolph. 4s. 6d.
Electrical Psychology (Philosophy o f ) ;  a Course o f 112 

Lectures. By Rev John B. Dods. With portrait of tho author. 4s. 6d. 
Eascination ; or, tho Philosophy o f Charming. Illustrating 

tho Principles of Life in connection with Spirit and Matter. By John B. 
Newman, ALU. 6th thousand. Wrappor, 3s.; cloth, 4s. 6d. 

Harmonia (The Great), being a philosophical revelation of 
the Natural, Spiritual, and Celestial Universe. By A. J. Davis. Vol.
I, Tho Physician, 6s. Vol. 2, Tho Teachor, 6s. Vol. 3, Tho Seor, 6s. 
Vol. 4, The Roformor, 0s. Vol. 5, Tho Thinker, 6s.

Magic Staff. Life of A. J. Davis, by himself. 6s. 
Mesmerism and Clairvoyance (Philosophy of). Six Lectures, 

with instructions. By John Boveo Dodds. Is. 6d.
Mesmerism in connection with Popular Superstitions. By

J. W. Jackson. Covor, 2s.
Mesmerism (Lectures on). I!y J. W . Jackson. Is. 
Mesmerism [Handbook of], for the Guidance and Instruc­

tion of all poisons who dosire to praetiso Mesmerism for the Cure of Dis­
eases, and to alleviate tho sufferings of thoir Fellow Creatures, with an 
account of the Mesmeric Infirmary. By T. Auckland, Cloth. Is.

Printed at tho Strand Printing Office, and Published, for the Proprietor Mr 
JtobEUT Cooper, of EiiHtbourne, in tho County o f Sussex, by Job CaudwelL 
835, Strand, London, W.C. Saturday, January 28, 1865.


