{Registered for Transmission Abroad.]

S S
(/2 z'/ /Z’z 7oe &

The Spiritual Times, Saturday, January 21, 1863,

THE

SPIRITUAL TIMES

A WEEKLY ORGAN FOR

THE PROMOTION

OF SPIRITUAL AND

PROGRESSIVE TOPICS,

A REGISTER OF PASSING SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA,

OF SPIRITUAL

AND A MISCELLANY
LITERATURE.

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities; it presents us not only with the semblances, but with the positive evidences of

eternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to tho Spiritual, but to the Material world.

It is

easy to imagine that we are dealing with the absolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and
apperently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and enduring facts arc beyond the tomb.
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MR, G. J. HOLYOAKE AND THE DAVENPORTS.

The Davenports have set the scientific and the literary
savans in a maze. They cannot find their way out; all they
can do is to question and assume, or to give in at once and
confess themselves outwitted. Amongst the various articles
which have appeared in the different papers on the Daven-
ports and their doings, or, to speak properly, the doings of
the agencies that act in their presence, few are written with
more apparent temperateness and skill than the one we this
week quote from the pen of Mr G. J. Holyouke, from the
Newcastle Daily Chroniele.

_ Believing Mr Holyoake without hope in a future
life, yet with candour and courage—candour to relate a fact
truly, and courage to maintain it in the face of danger, if
need be, we determined to invite him to sit with us at a
seauce which took place at the Hanover-squarc Rooms. After
witnessing the cabinet and dark seances twice, he wrote his
paper, which, for his sake and the benefit of our readers, who
may think it a clencher to Spiritualism, we beg to analyse.

Passing over the introduction, which does not convey the
exact trutl.x, although it is a little smart, we come to the
manilestations ds witnessed by Mr Holyoake, and quite agree
with him in his conclusion, that unless the Davenports can be
proved to be jugglers, &e., *“it is a violation of the strictness
of speech to call them such.” In this Mr Holyoake displays
more judgment and courtesy—to say nothing of justice—
than any other opponent to the spiritual hypothesis we know
of. Here, in the first part of his article, the writer starts
well, leading us to expect that the measure he metes to others
he will certainly mete to himself; but is it so 7 Certainly
not. He talks of this “ pretended Spiritualism,” which, in
away, proves him to be a *spiritual know-nothing:” and as
he does not know that the manifestations of Spiritualism are
Prefensions, he ought not to *¢ think it fair to say it.” If Mr
Holyoake admit that it is a violation of the strictness of
language to call the Davenports * clever,” or *“jugglers,” &c.,
to be consistent he ought not to call Spiritualists * pre-
tenders,” which is implied in the language he employs; or if
he do,_ as he has done, ke 1s bound to show by what contrivance
the thing is_done.” Speaking of the Davenports, and admit-
ting that they have “baffled everybody for a time,”? our
oquacious critic, says, ‘True, they surrounded themselves

with conditions which precluded personal investigation.”
This is not a fact; every fair test was applied even in Mr
Holyoake's presence. He ¢ himself” was allowed to * investi-
gate 75 he was taken by us to the cabinet, and desired to
theroughly inspect it,  He did so, gettihg inside and scating
himself on one of the seats occupied generally by the brothers.
He expressed himself quite satisfied with the mechanism of
the box, At thé,dark seancs, he was called from the
audience by Dr Ferguson to ““investigate” the sealed knots
round the wrists of Mr Fay. And had he possessed gkill in
“tying ” he knows he might have tied one of the mediums.
To say that they surround themselves with conditions which
preclude personal investigation, when such opportunities
were afforded him, is manifestly unfair. Mr Holyoake knows
that a committeeman went into the cabinet with the me-
diums; but then he objects to his hands being fastened by
the “inevitable Mr Fay” to their limbs. But whilst his
hands are in contact with the Brothers, he cannot be sur-
rounded with conditions precluding *“ personal investigation.”
If they were to rise, which they must do to reach the aperture
or to place a tambourine on the top of the committeeman’s
head, Mr Holyoake had opportunity of knowing they could
not do so without detection.  To talk about conditions pre-
cluding personal investization under such eircumstances: is
“a violation of the strictness of speech:” Why is.it neces-
sary to tie the hands of the gentleman who sits in"i‘h;: cabinet
between the Brothers to their persons? oW

1. Because the Davenports have no guarfrifRe. that som
spiteful sceptic at some time or other, will'nid¥, excited by
his indomituble prejudices, use violence upon their persons
of a greater or less extent.

2, Because the individual who sits with them shall not
have liberty to throw his arms about whilst the instruments
are flying, lest he should knock them violently against the
mediums.

3. Because the audience should not be at liberty even to

‘sugpect that hands which appear at the aperture belong

either to the mediums or to the committeeman.

These are a few rcasons, we think, Mr Holyoake ought to
be the last person in the world to overlook. 'The Indian
jugglers arc alluded to as affording evidence, because their
marvels are as wonderful as the Daveuports’ seances, that
what is done through the Brothers is non-spiritual. But, by
what process of logic does Mr Holyouke arrive at the origin
of what are termed ¢ Indian juggleries?’ 1ay it not be
that spirits aid the Indian Exhivitor,in the same way as they
aid the Davenports and Mr Fay? FPerhaps Mr Holyoake
may say he is not satisfied with *‘may-be”’s in the matter;
that he wust Zomw. Well, be it so; for our part we only
hope he will know ; then we are certain he will never give us
a second edition of the article we are reviewing. ‘

There is more humour than truth in saying—*‘‘no one
can prudently look after the phosphorised fiddles, forif he
does he gets a ferocious bang in the eye or upon the nose,

and in this state the circle are asked to give an opinion as to
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whether it is human or spiritual agency at work.,” We can
say, having sat in the majority of seances that have taken
place at the Hanover.square Rooms, that we always look
after the phosphorised fiddles, and never once have we been
made to feel their progress. That others have we are well
aware ; but we have rcason to belicve that all damages to
beautiful Roman noses result not from ferocity on the part of
the acting agent or agency, but from a violation on the
part of onc or more of the company of the strictness of con-
ditions.  This charge of ferociousness implies intelligence,
which Mr Holyoake in another place cannot see has anything
to do with the manifestations. But surely the *“strictness of
language ” ought not to be thus violated. If Mr Holyoake
cannot, aceording to the * strictness of language,” qualify
dead matter with active, intelligent ferociousness, to use the
term, he must imply an intelligence of some kind or other.
How, then, does he reconcile, according to ¢‘ the strictness of
language,” the incongruity of repudiating terms which imply
¢ jugglery,” &c., and then implying not only *jugglery,” but
cruelty in his own term—*‘ferociovs”? Lither the agents
must be human or spiritual, we say. (Although Dr Ferguson
does not, as Mr Holyoake says, ‘‘ask the circle to give an
opinion as to whether it is human or spiritual agency at
work.”) It haman, then either there must be in man’s or-
ganism powers which infinitely transcend all our accredited
knowledge of man’s nature, which powers act without the
necessary cxercise of his will, and in a manner, too, which
betrays very often intelligence beyond his own consciousness,
and power beyond his own strength—or there must be con-
federates, If the former, Mr Holyoake does not well to
banter, but should, like a philosopher, proceed to new ex-
periences in the same direction. If the latter, then no terms
of *jugglery,”” “imposition,” * mountebankism,” &ec., are
strong enough to convey, “according to the strictness of
language,” with full force, the awful character of the mediums.

We cannot find space to devote as much attention to other
portions of Mr Holyoake’s article, as we should like. Like
an intellectual Cagliostro, he plays fantastic tricks with the
dictionary, and seems to us to descend to the level of low
thoughts more than he does to ascend to the Heaven of high
hopes. He writes like one who claims to be * Sir Oracle,”
but he sits on low ground, and cannot see the extent of view
before him.  He needs elevating, then he will observe with
better effect. He does with Spiritualism what opponents of
Secularism have so often done to his annoyance, presented its
worst side nppermost. Mr Holyoake is unfortunate; he
begins by informing_us he is a gentleman, and will not call
names; although he would ¢ call out” the agent that banged
the instrument against his daughter. But having joked by
way of giving relish to his strictures he has lost himselfin his
own * strictness of language” and eaid that which had he not
joked he never could have said. o

Mesmerism he accepts as a miracle of “intelligence and
mercy,” and knows its workings are by human agency. But
it seems to us rather a convenicnce to assert this because we
Fnow that the manifestations of Mesmerisim cannot be proved
to result solely from human agency. But what shall we say
to Mr Holyoake's knowledge of the mysteries of mesmerism,
(when he is told by Dr Ferguson, that, if hie were to puncture
with a stillet the hands as they appeared at the aperture, one
or both of the mediums, would suffer pain,) saying, it gave
him the idea that the Davenports were at the bottom of the
manifestation, and the personal physical causo of it, whatever ot
might be?”’ Dr Ferguson gave him a reason, which, had he
been well initiated in magnetic psychology or mesmerism, he
must have understood. Had he fully known the silent wonders
which magnetic laws produce, he could nut have failed to
recognise the reasonablencss of the Doctor’s statement that a
law of sympathy magretically conrects the hands seen at
the aperture with the tied hands of the mediums. We could
anderstand Mr Iolyoake’s ide¢ had he said nothing of
mesmerism. But having made a scapegoat of that science to
rid himself of Spiritualism, we think he should be prepared to
accept statements which mesmerism makes clear.

We think it bad taste, on the part of any writer applying
vile names to spirits either in cr out of the flesh. It may
aratify the vulgar, but it is to say the least, * aviolation of the
strictness of language.””  All Mr Holyoake has given usin the
way of “chaff 7 is soon blown off, und that takes up the
greatey portion of his ground.  What he gives in the shape of
argument, may be put in a nutshell, and replied to with easc.

His own account of the Davenports 1s one whichrelates some
extraordinary facts—he tells us very sagely, are impossible to
explain, and equally impossible to believe. 'We don’t believe
this; over and over again explanations founded on reason and
philosophy have been given. And belief in them is not an
impossibility. In fact, many millions witness that they are
not impossible of belief. The whole spirit of the article is
one of assumption and banter, but yet here and theie we are
compelled to admire the skill and to trust the sincerity of the
writer. Butif ever a sceptic allowed forgone conclusions to
weigh against new facts, Mr Holyoake has done so. View
his article from what point we may we see the priest beneath
his robes.

Every manifestation he witnessed at the Hanover-square
rooms, was as much a manifcstation of intelligence as the
article hehas written, althongh differing in degree and purpose.
How he can ignore “confederacy,” and yet by inference assume
its existence 1s a puzzle we should like him to solve.

We would fain believe, our critic has fallen into the too
common error of being too quick in giving judgement ; that
he will yet come to sce that the lower manifestations, like the
rounds of aladder, lead to the higher in spiritualism as in
materialism. If Mr Holyoake does not witness the higher
phenomena, he is certainly not in a position to give a verdict
in the ¢ all important case of Spiritualism.”

J. II. PoweLL.

THE DAVENPORTS' LAST SEANCE,

On Saturday the last of the present series of seances was
given at the Hanover-square Rooms. Dr Ferguson delivered
an address, which, for force of argument and correctness of
illustration, could scarcely be surpassed. He told his listeners
that the Davenports had already given about 200 public and
private scances in England, and the man did not live who
could honestly say he had detected the slightest fraud or
trick. He thought it no violation of truth to say that the
seances had taken place in the presence of some of the
acutest and cleverest intellects in this country, and he was
proud to say that he felt a conscious satisfaction at that
moment of having performed a sacred duty regardless alike of
pecuniary or personal considerations.

Respecting the Conjurors, he said he was not an advocate
for betting, nevertheless he would suggest that a Rope-tying
Company should be formed, whose mission it should be to tie
the mediums, without stopping the circulation of the blood.
If any of them succeeded in tieing them go that they were
not loosencd without their own active agency, £2000 on their
part and £500 on the part of the rope-tyers, were to be the
stakes.

In addition to this, we may say, a gentleman we know will
stake £10,000 to £500 that the Davenports are not proved,
by a committee appointed for the purpose, to trick or use
their own active agency in the production of the manifesta~
tions. This gentleman will give a month for the investiga-
tion. 'We print this to show the confidence men of betting
proclivities Lave in the mediums. For ourselves, we hope
no betting will take place, because we agree with Dr Fergu-
son, that betting is not the way to settle scientific questions.
Besides we believe it positively immoral.

LECTURE

AT BRIGITON.

On TFriday, the 18th, Mr Cooper delivered a lecture at the
Town Hall, Brighton, on *Spiritualism and the Davenports.”
Owing to the boisterous state of the weather the audience was
not large. The lecture, however, was listened to with marked
attention and no opposition was manifested.  The object of
the lecturer was to establish the integrity of the Davenports
and the spiritual origin of their manifestations.

o

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM.

Noricr !'—The Inaugural Soiree will take place at the
Lycoum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street, on Sunday
evening, Jan. 22nd, 1865. Addresses by Dr. J. B.
Ferguson, Mr J. M. Spear, and other gentlemen, inter-
spersed with seloctions of sacred music. Doors open at
half-past six. Admission free to the friends of Spiritualism,

T —
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“LET THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD OUR GOD BE
UPON TUS.”

Yes, He will bring His beauty forth
In light, and living bloom,

Then all the gaudy glarc of pride
Shall sink into the tomb ;

And heart and life, in overy line

And attitude bo made divine,

The beauty of the lily blonm
Shall yet its roots discloso!
Man yet shall sce them planted deep,
In God’s own heart repose;
Man yet shall know that love hath power
To make his life a lily flower.

A lily flower in spotless wealth,
Of God's own beauty clad,
A richer robe than Solomon
In all his glory had,—
Tngemmed with jewels of living thought,
From the great heart of Love outwrought.

Then Love shall crown all human life
‘With blooms of deathless peace,

And all the care that cankers hearts
Forevermore shall cease;

Yor Love inherits Nuture's wealth,®

And bathes itself in God’s own health,

And man no more shall stoop to toil,
Bent down by servile chain,

But lovingly he'll tend the flowers
Of Eden once again ;

Rostored to more than primeval bliss,

Uncareful as the lily is.

For He who comes to crush the ill
By Satan’s falsehood wrought,
Contamns within Himself the life
Of God'sleternal thought,—
Contains within Himself the power
T'o make our world a lily flower.

Oh ! even now His Spirit's breath
Brings Eden on its wing,

And even now we wake to hear
The Sons of Morning sing;

Now angel choirs descondfagain

With joyful news to watching men.

His Life—It is the lily flower
That spheres all lesser bloom,
Our lives,—the viewloss particles
That float in his perfume;
From Him they gain their all of worth,
And bear his fragrance to the earth.
B.H.F.

e e ————— . N

APPARITION IN A WILL CASE.
(From * Visits from the World of Spirits,” 1791.)
(Concluded from our last.)

.

After some days, and within the time limited by the proposal of
the spectre, the doctor went down accordingly into Somersetshire,
and finding the gentlemans house very readily, by the direction,
knocked at the door, and asked if he was at home ; and after being
told he was, and the servants informing their master it was a
clergyman, the gentleman came to the door, and very courteously
jnvited him in.

After the doctor had beentheresome time,he observed the gentle-
man received him with unexpected civility, though a stranger, and
without business. They entered upon many friendly discourses,
and the doctor pretended to have heard much of the family, (asso
indeed he had) and of bis grandfather ; from whom, sir, says he,
I perceive the estate more immediately descends to yourself.

Aye, says the gentleman, and shook his head, my father died
young, and my grandfather has left things so confused, that for
want of one principal writing, which s uot yet come to hand, I
have met with a great deal of trouble from a couple of cousins, my
grandfather’s brother’s children who have put me to very great
expenses about it. And with that the doctor seemed a 1little in-
quisitive,

But I hope you have got over it, sir 1 says he.

No truly, says the gentleman, to be so open with you, we shall
never get quite over it, unless we can find this old deed: which
ht«_)twever, I hope we shall find, for I intend to make a general search
after it.

I wish with all my heart you may find it, sir, says the doctor.

I don’t doubt but we shall ; I had a strange dream about it last
night, says the gentleman.

A dream about the writing ! says the doctor, I hope it was that
you should find it then.

I dreamed, says the other, that a strange gentleman came to me
that I had never seen in my life, and helped me to look for it.

T don’t know but that you ure the man.

1 should be very glad to be the man, I'm sure, says the doctor.

Nay, says the gentleman,you may be the man to help me to look
after it.

Aye, sir, says the docter, I may help you to Jook after it indeed,
and L'l do that with all iy heart ; but' ] would much rather be
the man that should help you to find it : Pray when do you intend
to search ?

To-orrow, says the gentleman, I have appomted to do it.

Bat, says the doctor, in what manner do you intend to search ?

Why, replies the geutleman, 'tis all our opinions that my grand-
father was so very much concerned to preserve this writing, and
had so much jealousy that some that were about him would take it
from him if they could, that he hid it in some secret place; and I
am resolved to pull half the house down but I'll find it, if it is
above ground.

Truly, says the doctor, he may have hid it, so that you may pull
the whole house down before you find it, and perhaps not then.
I have known such things utterly lost by the very care taken to
preserve them.

1f it was made of something the fire would not destroy, says the
gentleman, I would burn the house down, but I would find it.

I suppose you have searched all the old gentleman’s chests and
trunks and coffers over and over, says the doctor.

Aye, says the gentleman, and turned them all inside outward,
and there they lay in a heap up in a great loft, or garret, with
nothing in them ; nay, we knocked three or four of them in pieces
to search for private drawers, and then I burnt them for anger,
though they were fine old cypress chests that cost money enough
when they were in fashion.

I am sorry you burnt them, says the doctor.

Nay, says the gentleman, I did not burn a scrap of them till
they were all split to pieces, and it was not possible there could be
anything there.

This made the doctor a little easy, for he began to be surprised
when he told him he had split some of them, and burnt them.

Well, says the doctor, if I cannot do you any service in your
search, I'll come to see you again to-morrow, and wait upon you
during it with my best good wishes.

Nay, says the gentleman, I don’t design to part with you, since
you are so kind to offer me your help ; you shall stag all night
then, and be at the first of it.

The doctor had now gained his point so far us to make himself
acquainted and desirable in the house ; and to have a kind of
intimacy ; so that though he made as if he would go, he did not
want many intreaties to muke him stay ; therefore he consented to
lay in the house all night.

A little before evening, tle gentleman asked him to take a walk

in the park ; but he put it off with a jest. I had rather, sir, said
he, smiling, you'd let me see this fine old mansion house, that is to
be demolished to-morrow. Methinks I'd fain see the house once,
before you pull it down,
. With all my heart, says the gentleman. Su he took him
immediately upstairs, shewed him all the best npartments, and all
his fine furniture and pictures. And coming to the head of the
stair-case where they came up, offered to go down again.

But, sir, says the doctor, shall we not go up higher ?

There is nothing there, said he, but garrets and old lofts full of
rubbish, and a place to go out in the turret, and the clock-house.

O, let me see it all, now we are going, says the doctor, I love to
see the old lofty towers and turrets, the magnificence of our an-
cestors, though they are out of fashion now. Pray let us. see all
now.

Why, 'twill tire you, says the gentleman.

No, no, says the doctor, if it don’t tire you that have seen it so
often, it won't tire me, I assure you, Praylet us go up. Soaway
the gentleman goes, and the doctor after him,

After they had rambled over the wild part of this large house, I
need not describe, he passed by a great room, the door of which
was open, aud in it & great deal of lumber.~And what place is
is this, pray 7 says the doctor, but not offering to go in.

O, that's the room, says the gentleman, softly, because there
was a servant attending them, that's the room I told you of, where
all the rubbish lay, the chests, coffers, and trunks; look there, see
how they are piled up one upon another almost to the ceiling,

With this the doctor goes and looks about him; for this was the
place he was directed to, and which he went to see. Ile was notin
the room two minutes but he found everything, just as the spectre
in London had described. e went directly to the pile he had
been told of, and fixed his eye upon the very chest with the old
rusty lock upon it, with the key in it, which would neither turn
round nor come out.

On my word, sir, says the doctor, you have taken pains enough,
if you have rummaged all the drawers,chests,and coffers,and every
thing that may have been in them,

Indeed, sir, says the gentleman, I have emptied every onme of
them myself, and over all the old musty writings one by one.
With some help indeed : but they every one passed through my
hand, and under my eye. .

Well, sir, says the doctor, I see you have been in earnest, and [
find the thing is of great consequence to you; I have a strauge
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fancy come into my head this very moment ; will you gratify my

curiosity with opening and emptying one small chest or cofter that
I bave cast my eye upon 1 There may be nothing in it ; you are

satisfied, I believe that I was never here before, yet I have a

strange notion there are some private places in it, which you have

?ot fsuud ~~perhaps there may be nothing in them when they are
ound.

The gentleman looking at the chest, said, smiling, I remember
opening it very well. And turning to his servant, Will, says he,
don’s you remewmber that chest? Yes, sir, says Will, very well, [
remewmber you were 80 weary you sat down upon the chest when
every thing was out of it; you clapped down the lid and sat down,
and sent we to my lady to Lring you a dram of citron. You suid
you was ready to faint.

Well, sir, 'tis ouly a fancy of mine, and very likely to have
nothing in it.

No matter for that, says the gentleman, you shall see it turned
bottom up again hefore your face, and 80 you shall all the rest, if
you do but speak the word. '

Well, sir, says the doctor, if you will oblige me with this one I
will trouble you no farther.

Immediately the gentleman causes the cofter to be dragged out
and opened. For it could not be locked, the key would neither
lock it uor unlock it. When the papers were all out, the doctor
tursing his face another way, as if he would look among the
papers, but taking little or no notice of the chest, stooped down,
and as if supporting himself with his cane, strikes his cane iuto

. his chest, but snatched it out again hastily, as if it had been a
mistake, and turning to the chest, he claps the lid of it down, and
sits down upon it, as if he was weary too,

Iowever he tukes an opportunity to speak to the gentleman
softly, tu send away his man, & moment. For I would speak a
word or two with you, sir, says he, out of his hearing. Aud Jthen,
recollecting himself continued aloud, cannot you send for a
hammer and a chisel ?

Yes, sir, says the gentleman.
chisel,

As soon as Will was gone, Now, sir, says he, let me say o bold
word to you. I have found your writing. I have found your grand
deed of settlement—I'll lay you a hundred guineas I have it in
this coffer.

"'he gentleman takes up the lid again, handles the chest, looks
over every part of it, but could sece nothing. He is confounded
and amazed ! What do you mean says he to the doctor, you
have no unusual art I hope, no conjuring in hand, here is nothing
but an empty coffer.

Not I, upon my word, says the doctor. I am no magician, no
cu&ning man, I abhor it. I tell you again the writing is in this
coffer.

The gentleman knocks, and calls as if he was frighted, for his
man with the hammer,but the doctor sat composed again upon the
lid of the coffer. At lJust up comes the man with the hammerand
chisel, and the doctor goes to work with the chest, knocks upon
the flat of the bottom : Hark! says he, dou’t you hearit, sir?
don't you hear it plainly 1

Hear what ? says the gontleman.
indeed.

Why the chest has a double bottom, sir, a false bottom, says
the doctor. Don’t you hear it sound hollow ?

In o word, they immediately split the inner bottom open, and
there lay the parchment spread abroad flat on the whole breadth
of the bottom of the trunk, as a quire of paper is laid on the tlat
of a drawer,

1t is impossible for me to deseribe the joy and surprise of the
gentleman, and soon after of the whole family, for the gentleman
sent for his lady, and two of his daughters, up into the garret
among all the rubbish, to see not the writing ouly, but the place
where it was found and the manner how.

You may easily suppose the doctor was caressed with un-
comuwon civilities in the family, and sent up (after about a week’s
stay) in the gentleman's own coach to London. I donot remember
‘whethier he disclosed the secret to the gentleman or no; I mean
the secret of the upparition, by which the place where the writing
was to be found was discovered to him, and who obliged him to
come down and find it; I say, I do not remember that part,
neithier is it materinl. - As far as I have had the story related, so
far 1 have handed it forward, and T huve the truth of it aflirmed
in such a manuer that 1 caunot doubt it.

Go, Will, fetch a hammer and

I don’t understand you,

s

Srrrer Renwerox.—All would reign with Cheist, but would not
“suffer with him.  Many would ouly hear of Christ’s dying for sin, of
his Leing crucified for them; but to hear their dying to sin, and their
own corrupt will, of their being erueifled with him, and suffering their
wills to be resigned to that of their Father as Christ’s was ; to Liear of
making an entire oblation of themselves to God ; this is a hard saying,
few wili hear it: it is very unpleasing to flesh and Dblood; it is too
gpiritual a gospel for the carnal mind to relish,~-Dr Wonrinycrox,

THE PUBLIC PERFORMANCES OF THE DEAD:

OR, THE DARK DAVENPORT SEANCES.

There was & time when the dead were supposed to lie still in
their graves. This is a delusion. Two young adventurous
Americans have come among us to expose this mistake. The dead
are activo and enterprising. The Davenports have picked up a
profitable ncquaintance with them. Instead of acting the reserved
part of shy ghests flitting among kindred moonbeams, the dead
ure caught, carried about, and made a public show of. Mr Palmer
farmsthiemand Dr Ferguson introduces them to a London audience.
The grave is not morose, Jou may make friends with the inmates.
Death is no longer the King of Terrors ; he turns out to be a
showman, with an eye to business matters. At least such is the
aspect under which modern spiritualism presents him.

If President Davis and General Lee had both paid their expected
visit to London, they could not have caused more correspondence
in the press than have the Davenport Brothers. These two per-
turbing young men were accompanied by Dr Ferguson. This
gentleman bears an unfortunate name. In the days of Garibaldi’s
late visit the public heard too much of Dr Ferguson and many
thought the redoubtable doctor was come agnin. This was nob
the case for Dr (Fay) Werguson hails from Nashville, and the
whole party are understood to be a detachment of the * Southern
Chivalry,” and this has been against them again, as the Northern
part of the press were disposed to repudiate them on that account.
It happened that the biographer of the Davenports and chief ad-
vocate of the manifestations was Dr Nicholls, a well- known
Copperhead author, and this further lent a Southern colouring to
the spiritual band.

When these spiritual pioneors first made their appearance
in London, they were very coy ns to the mission with which they
assumed themsolves to be charged, The Davenports were as dark
a8 their geances. For some time they represented themselves as
spiritual know-nothings. They were silent as to their personal
communications with the bushrangers on the boundaries of another
world. At last it was avowed they were the mediums of spiritual
manifestations, when they were well rewarded for their audacity
of the amugement, by the London press staring at themn with all
its eyes; and no wonder, for their pretensions amounted to the
following startling prepositions :—

Firat, that if Christianity is found unsatisfactory to any minds
as to the evidence of another life, it ia not so serious a matter ad
it might be, for the Davenport Brothers are prepared to supple-
ment the defect.

Becond, the general suppositioqr of Christendom that the dead
are not dead and await the resurrection—is a British mistake.
The dead are not dead : some of them are in personal communica-
tion with the two American Davenports and Mr Fay.

Third, that the belief in another life need no loager be a matéer
of faith. The Davenport Brothers can show that to be a matter
of demonstration, For the matter of a guinea the public can see
the dead at work, can hear them pulling ropes like sailors, and
witness their hands ringing bells like distracted showmen.

No wonder Uncle Sam calculated he should astonish those
'ternal Britishers when he came to London with this astounding
programame, and to do the dear, industrious, enterprising, go-a-
head old Unecle justice, he succeeded.

'The Davenport Brothers are small, quiet, rather slim, dreamy
persons.  Mr I'ay is not slim, but has a wilful-looking dreaminess
about him.  Dr Ferguson is not dreamy at all.  The two brothers
are rather prepossessing in their manners. Dr Ferguson gave the
impression to those who had the advantage of knowing him
personally, of being a sincere kind of gentleman, really believing
in the spiritual part of the proceedings he conducted. By his
courtesy and that of the editor of the Seiriruar Timns, I had
the opportunity of witnessing two light and two durk seances. I
decline to call the proceedings ¢ perforinances,” as that implies
the manifestations were got up, and as I don’t know that, I do not
deem it fair to say it. For tho same reason I avoid saying that what
I witnessed was very “clever,” for that implies a trick, and as{ am not
prepared to prove that, it would be a violation of the strictness of
speech to use such a term. To call them “jugglers™ or ¢ clever
mountebanks ” or ¢ gkilful neeromancers ”’ seems to me guite unjustifi-
able terms,  Those who have used such language are bound to show
by what contrivance fthe thing is done.  Nobody is said to have
gucceeded in this until last weelt.  No professional conjurors had until
then imitated the most important features of the phenomena which
these notable friends of the dead displayed. I had publicly offered me
opportunitics of examining the condition of Mr Fay, the most power-
ful of the operators, and I did not see¢ the explanation of what I
witnossed : nor has any explanation yet been given through the press
which would enable the public to account satisfactorily for what has
occurred. "The supposition that spivits do it I don’t believe for a
moment.  DBut the credit certainly belongs to this party of having
hatfed everybody for a time to find ont the Davenports’ seeret. True,
they surrounded themselves with conditions which precluded personal
investiyation; still, within those conditions they exhibited actions both
new and notable. The wardrobe looking box which they use clearly
contained themselves. In the dim light in which the box was scen,
the naked eye could but imperfectly discern objects presented at the
aperture or half-open doors. I used o powerful glass to assist me in
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discerning what took place. When the men were bound, hands were
instantly projected forward, and instantly when the lights were
thrown on, the men were found in the position in which they were
bound. Instrumeunts were thrown out of the hole in the door, hands
were seen ringing a muffin bell, the Davenports could not reach the
hole without getting up, and if, in the short time in which these acts
were done they got their hands at liberty and replaced them, it was
an act of muscular activity amounting almost to a miracle. Whether
the instruments were thrown out with their tecth, or by whatever
personal means, the cbility displayed was cqually surprising.
Supposing Mr Fay to have taken his own coat off, and replaced his
hands in the sealed cords, it was still a miracle of adroitness which
would have made hih an apostle among the Jews for ever. Whether
these acts were skilful conjuring, the audience were not in a, condition
to tell. Indian jugglers, we have it upon the best of testimony, do
things s0 marvellous that the strongest men shudder to witness them,
and the wisest men utterly fail to explain them. 'The present Maha-
ragh Dhuleep Singh astonishes you in this way like a true Oriental
Davenport Brother. He amuses his own tenantry in England in this
way. For myself I don’t feel justified in rushing into the hypothesis
of spiritual ageney until my knowledge assures me that the operations
are not accompanied by human agency. The conditions the Davenport
Brothers impose prevent anyone giving an opinion as to the kind of
agency which is really at work. The moment a stranger goes into the
cabinet with the brothers the inevitable Mr Fay appears upon the
scene, and ties the unlucky investigator to the limbs of the brethren,
so0 that he cannot make any movement,and shuts him upinthe dark, so
that he cannot see, Lven in this helpless state his mere presence
always has the eifect of nearly arresting the phenomena.,  The violins
are seen with faintness, the bells are still, and the trumipet is mute,
In the dark seance the spectators sit like a circle of fools. They are
made to join hands so that they can touch nothing : they are put in
total darkness so that they can sce nothing: and when the flying
fiddles are phosphorised no one can prudently look after them, for if
he holds up his head he gots a ferocious bang in the eye or upon the
nose, and in this imbecile state the circle are askedtogive anopinionns
towhether it is human or spiritual agency at work, Investigationisout
of the question. It is impossible to explain and equally impossible to
believe. :

It is now reported that Herr Tolmaque has actually succeeded in

-producing all the “manifestations,” including the flight of the coat,
without any aid from the spirits at all ; so that the Davenport and
Fay labours prove nothing as yet it Herr Tolmaque can estublish his
points to the satistuaction of the committee, whom Mr Palmer, ina well-
written, and temperate challenge, proposes to submit the rival Tol-
maque and Davenport claims.  Stukes of the  Manifestation Mateh
are fixed at £100 a side,

Passing now to another view of the question, where one may speak
of performances without imputation, we have to consider the monstrous
proposition that, after the silence, modesty, and reserve of centuries,
the spirit world has mnade up its mind to appear in publie, for the
special benefit of two young Yankees; and to give public Performances
of the dead by advertisement and appointment. The public are asked
to believe that Me Palmmer, an American speculator, has actually
farmed out our grandfathers for exhibition. The “intelligencies” whom
Dr Ferguson shows off must be quite aware of the usesto which their
activity is being put, and must have consented to attend, by arrange-
ment, and go through their supernatural paces. We knew our Ameri-
can cousins had a wrinkle or two, but the idea of making a show of
the Dead is certainly the most advanced * Yankee notion” out. If
spiritualism be not true this is a surprising step, and if it be true, it is
still more surprising,

Viewing the matter, therefore, as spiritual phenomena, taking it on
the ground on which the Davenports put it, these “manifestations”
are very uncomfortable things. Dr Ferguson said * they were done
by a power manifestly guided by iutelligence”” I thought very
differently. A gentleman who sat next to vue to myself, had his fine
Roman nose furocmusly'bruken, and the blood ran down his face, and
(t]l;({‘lr‘l ltlltlgr\'_xloloncello :vlnch did it wus thrown three ‘times against my
< cutlzled mlmlg, tr]:neh::x_\u; lxlor Whif:,ll I should have felt bound to 'lmvc
Jaws of ohvilizatin m(g lg:encc:, had it been amenable to the ordinary
orolock. tho o ‘irits .whbn certain nights in the week, prcclsely‘ at elgl_lt
Way v i’lhoutgn e (:)\fre no dlqubt strangers to Lom‘]on, find their
and as soon as t(llxa ho\l:f:e isa p% 1ce]nmn, o over Square Hooms ;
oporate They ar S ‘m{L e“t 1y enter the cabinet and begin to

ate. y are certainly “ broken to harness,” for they are
'puuctua! to the minute, and very hard they work until ten o'clock.
-ljhe.cabmet, whicli is made of oak, and cleverly panuelled and hinged,
is said to have been dictated by themselves. [f so, the spirits have

%{ﬁ‘er‘l‘,gg:‘m;g kn;)yk:igg ofb the .carpcll}tgring business. From their
descriptim)g’it iI’e,‘ ying, tambourine playing, and other acts of that

» 1t 18 impossible to regard them other than us disembedied
necromancers, who, dismissed for incompeteney when in the flesh, are
still endeavouring to improve their talents, Y¥or, regarded as persons
operating upon the brothers, and not on their own wccount. they are
very sorry hands with very low tastos. At times they ur’e'quick ;
generally they arc slow ; and they do not perform a single cultivmcd,
mstructl_ve oruseful act. They have neither sympathy nor kinduess’

Tor service in them.  Their hands and arms are ugly, and they s)mkc;
‘them like fools. A Frankenstein sort of arm, with sprawling fingers
and bony elbow, isthrust out. The spirits excite neither sympathiy nor
respect, and you feel ns though you would rather not know them.
they are a burlesque upon all that is sacred or hopetul in another life,
and you cannot fancy why sach frantie, coarse, and incoherent crea-
tures, should be the first who are permitted publicly to break aver the
silent boundaries of another world. ‘They appear to belong to the
class of spiritual ticket-of-leave men.

T asked Mr Ira Davenport to tell me upon his honour that he took
1o personul part in the production of the phenomena.

Ile didn’t answer, but appeared to acquiesce. . .

T asked him if he were not conscious wiile the manifestations were
going on.

He answered that he was.

I said *conscious of what 2"

He replied of something about him. .

Mr Fay said he was conscious of hands being about hin.

I asked Mr Ira Davenport whether he was not very much sur-
prised when they first came to him. .

e gave a very natural answer; hesaid “hewas more than surprised,
Le was alarme:l.”  Dr Ferguson, I must do him the justice to say,
always appeared to seriously believe in the spirituality of Mr Fay's
visitors. T'he Davenports never uppeared to ¢ re at all whether they
were spirits or not. And William Davenport bobbed his head about
with a profane levity, Blake the artist, whoso wierd fancy produced
so many wondrous forms, said boldly, ¢ I assert for myself that I do
not behold the outer creation, and that it is to me hindrance and
not action, ¢ What’ it will be questioned ‘when the sun rises do you
not see a round disc of fire something like a guinea.” Oh, no, no. 1
guestion not my corporcal eye any wmore than I would question a
window concerning a sight. I look through it and not with it.” 'I.lns
is an outspoken and thorough way of putting the spiritual question.
Dr Perguson appears to belong to this school of which Mr Howitt 1s
one of the believers, and whose personal integrity is unquestionable.
But this proves nothing as to the outer world or of another world.
It is only another form of the truth that  we see nothing but that
which we bring the power of secing.”  Welknow v_ery.httle at present
of the actual physical capacity of the human organisation, Mesmerism
works miracles of intelligence as well as merey, beyond the powers of
helief of an ecarlier gencration to accept, who ascribed to divine
influence what we know to be human ageney. Whether these unhkcl_y
Davenport Brothers who are dreamy as Adah Tsanes Menken, who is
constantly at their seances, have any pceuliar powers remains yet to
be ascertained. I asked Dr Ferguson what objection there was to
punciuring with a stillet the hands as they appeared at the aperture.
He said, *if it was done the Davenports would feel it”—giving me the
idea they were at the bottom of the manifestation and the pcrs_&)nal
physical cause of it, whatever it might be. T think the new spiritual
school do much to arrest the proper study of Luman nature by con-
necting every new manifestation with a spirituul't.h.eory, which out-
rages our best feelings and the commonest probabilitics.  They make
fanatics and sceptics where with more wisdom and moderation they
would make students.

Tt is an old weakness of the human mind to be impatient of doubt,
and to account for anything new by an immediate inference that it
has a supernatural cause. No doubt many cultivated and sincere
persens are imposed upon by this frailty, and come to believe un-
willingly in spirits. . . .

Many materialists accept :his pretended spiritualism in o purely
material sense.  Many heretics, from motives of policy which I dis-
approve, countenance these cxhibitions because they tend to break up
the old petrifactions of theological opinions, aud hence many persons
consider sceptics have a tendency to extreme credulity. 1 asked the
late Rabert Owen *“how it was that so many answers received by him'
from thespirits were absurd?”  Hesaid, there were two kinds of spirits,
grey spirits and white spirits. The grey spirits lied, and the white
ones told the truth.” It was clear that ho only knew which was
which by testing their replics by expericence, which merely gave new
trouble and no new knowledge. None of the spirits have added any-
thing to our knowledge which they would be able to do if they were
spirits, No intelligent man could live in another world without
knowing something he didn’t know in this. Jonsidering how many
persons leave this world whom we are glad arc gone, it is an
uncomfortable thing to think of their coming back at discretion, b:l,n‘q-
ing our heads, stunning our ecars, and creeping into table legs, The
spirits who have pretended to come hitherto wre rather a naisance.
They remove food, break crockery ware, and do all that the houschold
cats used to do. They can eat, they can drink, they have strong
museles, and know how to behave unscemly.  If they cou'l(l be put to
work they might become useful.  We are invited te receive visitants
from Goethe's * calm pensive spirit-land,” and we are assailed by the
perilous caprices of the rowdy population of the spheres whom the
world is better without. Instead of & gate in Heaven being opened
you rather suspect that a trap-door in Purgatory has} givex_x way, and
the blacklegs have escaped. There issome comfort in betieving that
we have this world to oursclves, and that we have no one to gontend
with except living men and women.  If this world is to be infesied
with such ghosts as Dickens writes about, or as thq Chambers havo
given us such a sickening dose in Tenants at Will this year, o general
luracy will supervene among the young, the credulous, and sensitive,

Your townsman Mr Binney has told us how to make the best of
both worlds .No one, however, has told us how to live in both worlds at
once. We can't do it. 1f the denizens located in the other world
were to intrude in this and mix themsolves up in our afluirs, they
would frighten, confuse, and drive us mad. Whether there are spirits
or not in another world we do not want them here. .

When I first met Dr Ferguson he nientioned to me a cherished
name which he lad read in America in an early work of mine. Ina
letter afterwards received from himhe said:—

« My reference to a memory at our first meeting, that must be re-
garded as sacred and inviolate, grew oub of the Spontaneity of my
Soul, as I took the hand of one, it is her pleasure to recognize whyu-
ever organizations aud conditions allow. Like the sunlight breaking
from a dark cloud these recognitions come to us all 3 but I ever re-
member they are a light in darkness, and not to be measured by that
darkness. When we come to recognise the nllnqd power of ali thought,
of all memory, of all hope, the evidences of an intuitive lmpress upon
or within our nature, will no longer be regarded as hallucinations ; for
Thought will be seen as a distinet entity, indefeasible and ministran
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to the very demand we so constantly make of the unseen. All self-
communion is Spiritual Communion. All life is Divinity, and as drops
make the Oceansoeachindividualised Lovein life or death, so called, has
its part and fills it whether we recognise it or not. When, therefore, I
followed your experiences—only too much illustrative of Christian
developewrent—to where earth in its grossness of form could not
minister, in your graphic or truthful narrative, 1 counid but see the
office of the transformed sweet child dropping the dew of thought
upon the brain of her loved and honoured Father.  To express it 1
necded only to meet the Father. You will parden if pardon be
needed.”

There is delicats thought, refinement, tenderness and sincerity in
this—but I cannot understand how one who can write thus can be
otherwise than shocked or pained at the pretensions of the ¢ Cabinet,”
and its nccromantic-looking feats.  More poetry hemsinour sceular stato
than attends any of these spiritual theories. It is better to believe
with Blake.

"That a tear is an intelleetnal thing,

And a sigh is the sword of an Angel King,
And the bitter groan of & martyr's woo

Is an arrow from the Almighty’s bow.

1t is diflicult to beliove that any persons with a true respeet for the
ganctities of the grave, would comnnive at such an exhibition as the
Davenport Brothers, even, if true, in a spitit sense. 1t lowers your
idea of a futuro life, and makes it ridiculous and undesirablo, If
messeneers ever come to us from thoe Silent Iand, may we not expect
they will come with gentleness and speak with wisdom, rovealing tho
wondrous experienco of untold life; exciting no fear, effeeting no
mystery, doing no capricious, purposeless, cruel or ridiculous_thing?
such visitants would minister to those moodsof the mind which come
to all who have known sorrow—when tho heart says:—
What I possess, I see afar off lying,
And what 1 lost is—real and undying,

G. J. HorvoAxe,

——— — T m——

Corregpondence.,

[V do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinwons of correspondeits.)

THE IMPRESSIONAL ENTRANCED
A SPIRIT LECTURE.
(To the Editor of the ** Spiritual Times.”)

Dean Sir,—At the weekly circle of an carnest Spiritualist, a series
of lectures are in course of delivery on the various kinds of mediam-
ship, and at ono of which, a few weeks ago, 1 had the good fortune to
be present. I took the lecture in short-hand, and in the hope that it
may be interesting, if not to your readers gencrally, to the class of
mediums to which it more cspecially relates, I place a transcription of

it at your service. B
Yours fuithfully,

MEDIUM,

Strand, Jan. 1804, wW. P,

(iod teaches you all to be merciful. Aro you? Ile also tenches you
to be honest. Are you? Also He teaches (i'ou to bo truthful. Are
vou all thesa? Do you obey God in all His doctrines, in all the laws
‘He has laid down to you? Do you obey Him in any one of the many
laws o has laid down to you? Why not? DBecause you have not
beon told the right way. The world wus set going, but you don't
know how. Because you have not been tokl. But do you think tho
world would ever have been finished if you had sut and looked at it ?
What did God giveyou your arms, your cyes, and your other senses
for? To do His will. What did he form man’s brain for? To fear
Him that made you, and He gave you your hearts from which te love
Him,

My address to-night is upon the Improssional Entrancod Medium ;
how he should be, in what state of mind, and how we can get full
possession of his body for the purposes we roquire, Many of you
think the words “mediums using a body,” sound rather strange.  You
ask, why can't they use me us woll as another body, have they not
the power ? Yes; the power is above you all, and it is God who por-
wits it to be exercised. When the spirits first uso a body the sonses
are tuken from that body, leaving its own spirit free to ronm, and it is
far uway when we are using the body. 'Lhero are, however, cortain
conditions to be attended to. 'The mind of the body should bo perfoctly
free. This is, perhaps, somewhat ditlicult, but you will find persons
who are carcless, not thinking of the world they are engaged in, but
who can give themselves frecly up to God. —On the other hand, there
are those notthinkingof their (God, but with their mindgintently fixedon
things material. Then their mind wars with the spirit, and wo cannot
get possession of their bodies ; and this is ono reason why all cannot be
mediums. It is owing to this, also, that many misdirections fromn
spirits aro roceived. Itisnot, however, the funlt of tho spirit, but itisthe
mind of the man which is not in a fit state. 1f tho mind is eloar we
then take possession of the ficulties of the bedy, and do with them ns
we think proper; then you won't beled astray | you will then hear thoe
truth ; there will be no working of the mind then. Woll, and after
some of you have heard thotruth, what do yousay ?  What have some
of you said, over and over again ?  You will not speuk for yoursclvoes,
then I will speak for you.  You exclaim, “ IFudge, nonsense! it’s the
“weakness of the mind ;" or you say, “The body is in a weak stato,
that's how it occurs.” Others say it is the body itself, or, it is no

weakness of the body, it is falschood from the lip. Would your God
allow it ? If you believe in a God, you must believe that that God
has power ; and if you beliovo in Iis power you must bolicve in the
working of tho spirit—for God is the spirit.” You have the spirit, but
you use it wrongfully. Your scnses work on the spirit; they are
jealous of it ; they overpower it and despise it. s there not jealousy
amongst yourselves 7 How many of you are jealous of an action done
by another 2 Wonld you wish to do the same thing yourselves ? then.
why not tho other be jealous of you? So it is with the spirit and the
genses. Aro you fricuds ? Do you meet as friends—with jealousy
raging in your hearts ¥ Did God call you brothers to be jealous of oneé
anothor? ~Did e give you minds to be at variance with each other?
Then why does Ho allow it ? T'o show you his power, and the evil of
what you do. Then, when you arc friends again, and all is cleared upy
you grasp each other’s hand, and feel light-hearted and happy. You
fe(g better than when yon bogan—you now know the good from the
bad.

‘Waell, thon, we are in possession of the body, ¥rom whence como
the words, say you—irom the body itself? You can all hear. You
canull sce. But you can’t all believe. But you are to belicve. Look
to yourself—(tod’'s work is for you all, The words, then, come through
the body, by the power of the spirit on the faculties of that body. Tuke,
as an illustration, a dead body, that is, a body from which tho spirit
has departed.  Can that body speak P No. Then why not the spirit
uso that body ?  Many of you haveasked such qucstions as this. 1 tell
you that it is because the facultics are gone. The faculties must be
there for the spirit to use. If they are gono the spirit cannot use that
body. God has taken away the faculties. The man is dead to the
world-—has gono to the life overlasting.

We cannot, therefore, uso the body becanso the faculties are gone.s
You ask, then why does God make idiots ? and, inyour own minds, 2
very proper question too. If God gives you the proper number of
limbs, eyes, ears, and understanding, why not to every living man an!
woman the same? Ah, why ? It is God's work. The idiotin 8
family has been formed for a purpose. If you tako the family’s life-
history from the timo that child was born, you will find that the idiot
was formed for a purpose—a purposo throughout that life-history-
Still the spirit is thero—more pure than any of yours who have the
blessings of understanding. Tho idiot knows not what death is, and
has, therofore, nothing to be afraid of. Ho knows not what God is
and, therefore, cannot go against his God, nor take His name in vain,
bocause ho has not the power. Tho idiot is better off than any ot you
here.

What is your spirit, then ? A nothing—and yet a somecthing:
Your spirit has the power of carrying on a daily toil—of curning an
existence for your body, and yet it is a nothing. Your spirit is in
yourself, and 1 the forin of yourself ; yet if that spirit is taken from
you, where is your form? And where is the spirit? No one can
sce it ; yet they can sce the largest portion of you, which now lio$
cold. I3ut the spirit, how far different! It is warmer in spiritu:\l
existence than it was in carthly clothing. 'The work that has taken
vou years to do, is now done in amoment. Your thoughts are goue.
you are dead to the world, you have done your lot, and you travel either
to the glorious spheres of light, or to the spheres of darkness. Then
what would you not give to have continucd working out your own
salvation ? But no, you have lost your opportunity, and you now
have to work it out in God’s spheres, and where you will find it much
more diflicult todo. I tell you that prayer from the heart while on
earth, has far more effoet than  when you are in the spirit spheres.
You argue that you love (od sufliciently, and that you believe in
him asa Supreme Being. At the same time, in arguing, you arguc
against God : you believe in him and yet argue about him—no
argument need be used.  Spirits are sent down to tell you and con-
firm to you what you have heard and read—to tell you that God is &
good God ; that he wishes you to love llim, to pray to Him, and Ile
will love you in return, and will answer your prayers. Let them
travel to him.

Yet, some call this mockery., Why is it mockery ? Because the
table is used ? Beeanse thereis a power in this body that he can't
help? Deeause we speak to you of God 2 Is that mockery ? Is it
mockery to lead you in the right path # Many that are on your earth
make use of the words “devilish,” ¢ devilish work.” Supposing
any of you has a foc—a worldly foe, also a friend; your friend and
foe are friends to each ether ; but on meeting on somo occasion
your foe ppeaks ill of you to your friend, and your friend, who is
attached to you, does not like it.  The result is, that those two, from
that time, part as friends. Thus two friends become focs. You
have still your friend, but the focis now against you both—this is
devilish—the Evil One is at work there.  Where are the two friends ?
They are more devilish than the foe. Why so? Because they
can't forgive that foe for what he hos said about you. Yousay, ¢ Why
should I forgive him ? he has spoken against me, has wronged me,
cruelly wronged me.” Never mind ; you must forgive him in your
spirit.  Think no wmoreof him, I’ray to God to take that fecling of
revenge from you. God is a friend to all, and has power over all.
You know not how long you have to live, nor how soon you may have
todie: yct you still go on, not thinking that God knows all, but
trying to find out this spiritual truth when it is clear to you. It is
nothing at all; itis God you have to look to. I told you in my first
lecture why the table moved, What have some of you come here
to-night for? Lo see it move without any power of your own to
move it, You want to flud out what moved it ; I told you inmy
seeond lecture what moved it. 'What power was there over your
scnses and faculties for it to be moved without your perceivingit ?
It is your own power, but in a peculiar form. Your power is worked
by a higher power, but you can't perccive it; as I told you that
the words come from the body, but the body knowsitnot. We
have full possession of this body ; we take full possession of all who
give themselves up with their minds free, thinking of nothing but
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God. Yet this body is not purer than some of you here ; you think the
body must be clean, and religion formed in the mind—must know no
evil feeling nor action—must not lie; must donothing wrong ; but
there you are mistaken, Any one of you who puts his faith in
spiritual work, who puts his trust in God, belicves truly in God,
belicving that ITe can do everything or anything, they are those we
wish for, those we can work upon. Faith is what your God requires.
Yes, you have faith, you all have faith. But what do I ask you
at the commencement ? Are you honest with that faith ? Noj; you
can’t say that you are quite sincere ; there isa doubt resting on your
mind; you can’'t clear up that doubt—you think about it, and the
more yqu think the more you doubt: yet, if you could have some
proof——. Can you do material work without first learning it ? Can
one man do the work of another? Then you have got a new life to
learn. ‘This life you learn spiritually ; the other you are being taught
materially,  You are a child once more. Tf you think more of what
you learn. you would believe more ; but we must have no doubting.
We will teach you first, and then you can place your faith honestly
and truthtully ; wishing for one thing—to serve the Lord.

That many souls have been drawn to God through this spiritual
work each and all of you know. All the world knows, because it
receives spiritual information day by day, and yet the public can’t
bring their minds to believe that (fod works these wonders.  Yet you
believe that God gave you the spirit, that God can take the spirit from
you, but you never ask yourself this question—¢ What did God give
e this spirit for #”* Think of these words; fathom out their depth.
You will know what he gave it for. So you will get to know this
spiritual work. But how? you ask. Ianswer, by impression.  Im-
pression of what? Impression of the mind; spirit influcnce on the
mind of man. You can hear that, (clapping his hands,) so can you
fecl impression, Do you ever sit down and think of what happencd
when you were young, or about words which come to your mind very
frequently without any apparcnt_effort at recollection ¥ What brings
them there ? Thought. ‘What places it in your thonghts ¢ The spirit.
‘Who sends the spirit to you ? T'he spirit above all. God sends His
messenger down to you as quick as thought to tell you what 1le wishes.
Thought is spirit and spirit is thought ; so you reccive impressions in
your worldly state. When you place your faith in God, the spirits
have power to entrance your body, and they can use it for impressions
then with much greater effect.

The impressional entranced medium knows all that is spoken through
him, because his own spirit remains with the body. The words come
also with the impressions, and the body, whilo the power is on it,
can’t stop tho words—the spirit has, for the time, the greater power.
His own spirit is, as it were, crushed —has no weight or power to act.
As a proof, I can refer some of you to your last meeting, when this
body was taken. He had no power, yet his senses were there. The
power was above him; he was crushed——useless. He was in spirit
hands. 1f you camo to find out this glorious secrot, you will all be
mistaken. You came to find out the secret P Your God a secret to
you? You all know of God, therefore he is no secret. Oh, no, you
would like to sec the secret of moving the table. 'Why not know the
secret of moving tho stars ? Men of earth try to find even that out,
but they can’t. You have come hero to-night, some of you, to find out
the secret of the table moving. What sccret? It is a secret only to
those who have not God’s faith instilled into their minds, and they
will not know it until they get that faith; until they know how to
pray to God. Then you will not find it out yourself, but your God
will impress you, will show it to your hearts, when, in His goodness,
o sees fit. e has given you mightier proofs of His working day by
day, but they arc mysterics to you. He is doing this so that when
your spirits lecavo here you may be happy in your life everlasting. But
you don't sce it. One sense blinds another. You have spirits working
With you, but you give way to tho body. Lvil secms the casier ; good
secms so hard to do, so very hard ; yet, when once the faith is there,
it is the easiest, becauso there is then no evil in the mind, and because
also you better know the difteronce between good and evil.

I do not say that it is nccessary for you to go to the table, or to
attend a spiritual meeting, in order to cultivate spirituality. 1f you go
to your church und read your Bible, and do it in spirit and in truth,
it iy just tho same. Or if you don’t go to church, but read your Biblo at
home, it is just the same.” And if you neither go to church nor read
your Bible, then pray from your heart to God, it is just the same. Itis
meant that you should be happy, and love God as God loves you.
Therefore don't trouble about sects and creeds. Let all tho religions
on the earth prosper ; it is all the same in the end, and that is, love to
the Supreme Being.

Come here again, if you like. Fet your mind at work to find out all
about it. The more you seck the more you will find, As the truth
comes, s0 will faith come afterwards. Think more of your God and
pray to Ilim from your heart in silence, but at the same time meaning
in your heart what you are praying for. Look up to him as the giver
of all good. Pray to Him alike for your friends and foes, all those who
are around you, Be not greedy, think of others as well as yourself.
One word {rom the heart does more good for others than you are
aware of. IHave any of you wished to commune with friends that are
depn:ted P Sit at your table with your minds fixed on God, praying
to Him for comfort, and fear not that you will receive it.  Let not
doubts arise in your mind as to whether your table will move or not.
8it down with a free mind, and God will assist you.

If we cannot convince you by using the power that God has given
us, we tell you to pray to the Supreme Being that made you. This is
all we wish you to do. Love Him from your heart, pray to Him from
your heart; beliove in that God, and in 1is Son Jesus Christ.

God's peaco be with you all ; God’s love-light on you all. Farowell,

Kingston, January 16, 1865,

—————
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SENSATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Sir,—Tveryone, I belicve, is aware of a peculiar sensation some=
times experienced when alone; a sensation as ifone was nof alone-
What this arises from isno doubt a matter of speculation. The
doctor would probably suggest a slight derangement of the digestive
argans, or nerves ; while the Davenport Brothers, or Mr Hume, would
I opine, attribute it to the presence of unseen spirits. Of the two
opinions, T confess to a leaning to the latter ; though { am well aware
such a confession excites much ridicule among the vast majority of my
fellow countrymen, whose creed too often is, only to believe what
they see, and sometimes to disbelieve this, if it clashes with their pre-
conceived opinions. Yet, notwithstanding all the learning of the age,
notwithstanding railroads and telegraphs, it is just possible that there
are some things which escape the grasp of intellect of the sages of
socicty, and are revealed asit were to babes and sucklings.

Perhaps, therefore, there is something in spirits after all ; for some-
how or other seience seems strangely unable to disprove anything con-
nected with them, which it would evidently do if it could ; and those
who choose, therefore, have some excuse for their belief in things
supernatural ; a belief, by the bye, which has existed throughout
all ages of the world, and which, T verily believe, is shared in by all
haman beings, more or less, however they may outwardly deny it.

As for the manifestations of spirits, and the so-called s¢ances of
thesc latter times, that is quite another pair of shoes ; and 1 confess one
does not feel inclined to swallow ata gulp all the accounts which
areserved up to one, without a considerable grain of salt inter-
mixed.

Fraud is doubtless sometimes present, and imagination must play
no inconsiderable part; but still, after all allowances are made ; a
sufficient substratum seems to exist to warrant a belief ¢ that there is
something 1in lit.” To lovk back, however, I should be glad to hear
whether the sensation when alone, “of heing not alone,” is one which
has been noticed by Spiritualists, and whether an explanation of the
phenomena has been attempted.  For instance, it it supposed that we
are not always surrounded by spirits, but only sometimes; or else
wly does the sensation only occasionally occur ?

‘I'he almost universal fear of darkness, inherent in the whole human
family though more particularly felt in youth, has always scemed to
me most inexplicable, save in cennection with the unscen world ;
there being nothing per se frightful in darkness, apart from innate
associations of ideas. I should like to hear whether it is supposed
that during darkness more intimate communion between mortals and
immortals is probable, and can be assigned as an explanation ?

There is another curious scnsation to which I may allude: the
scensation that we have lived before; that this has been felt
throughout all ages I think the writings of the ancient Gireeks and
Romans sufficiently prove; not to mention the Buddist religion,
which is founded upon the conviction of succeeding births and deaths
in the same individual being. To attempt to account for this is
beyond my power ; can you obtainme any light upon the subject ?

Ench day, to my mind, proves more fully the truthof Shakspeare’s
words :

“« There arc more things in heaven and carth, Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in thy philosophy.”

And now with reference to the Davenport Brothers. Ihave
witnessed their performances in publie, twice, and have been like other
people extremely puzzled by what Isaw. Thalt in my belicf be-
tween two opinions. 1 would be glad o believe these to he spiritual
manitestations, but cannot at present; although I an unable toex-
plain by bpatural causes what I saw,

Many things in conncction with this may occur tome; and among
others may I ask, Why should spirits not be able to untie knots
instantaneously, if at all'? Is their powerlike ours limited by time?
Does one sorlof knot take them longer to untie than another ? And
how can this be when applied to material beings 2 Would the
Davenports allow themselves to be tied with the pack thread and the
knots seuled ? X

Ihope shortly to be present at o private seance, when, if they will
submit to this and some other conditions, and succeed, 1 will, for vne,
believe, And I hopo to send you the result in duz time. Mean-
while I remain, yours fuithfully,

T XQUIRER.

London, Dec 16th, 1864,

(To the Editor of the *Spiritual Times.")

Sir,—On Thursduy last I attended a meeting of friends, at Twick-
enham, and we hold o séance privately. Ono person present was 2
preaching medium, and, when entranced, gave us some wonderfnl
communications, both on theology and sclence; but it is quite im-
possible for me to say cnough to convince, for such things must be
witnossed to be appreciated. . .

I was told by the medium, in his tranco state, to write to youin
London, for the spirits have an object. . R

The medium’s name was Mr Wallaco, of Holloway, & friend of the
hostess, and having becn a spiritualist for nearly soven years, [ have
taken the liberty of writing this lettor, hoping that others may be
induced to seurch into this great truth.

Yours truly, in the truth,
Joun GrorgE PILBOROUGIH.

et .

Privi—Pride is in the front of those sius which God hates, and
is an abomination to him.........Pride is the most pernicious of
all vices : for whereas any single vice is opposite to its contrary
virtue ; uncleanness expels chastity ; covetousness, liberality =
pride like an infectious disease, taints the sound parts, corrupts
the actions of every virtue, and depraves them of their true grace
and virtue.—DRr Bares,
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

We have received several names as yearly subscribers of One Guinea
to the Spiritual Lyccum. We shall be glad to receive others, and
shall shortly publish alist of the subscribers. Those who have already
given their names will favour us by forwarding their subscriptions,
A 'I'rurn Seexir.—We are not able to answer your questions,

The article you mention was quoted by us, on the authority of the

‘Banner of Light.”

OQur readers will favour us by sending accounts of Apparitions, Hauntings
&e.  We wish to give as many fucts as our apace will admit, Corres-
pundents should allow their pames and addresses to appear; accounts
of a supernatural character should be given to the public free from all
suspicion.

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may be forwarded to MrJ, I,
Powell, Seiritvarn Tivmes Office, 335, Strand, W.C.

Advertisements for insertion in the current week must reach the Office on
or before nine o’clock on Wednesday morning,

To THE T RADE.—~The Srinirvar Times is published at Ten o'clock on
Friday morning, by Jons Cavpwrry, 330, Strand, London, W.C,

THE SPIRITUAL TIMES BY FOST.

To facilitate the obtaining of the SriaTuar Tixes, packets will be sent
direet from the Office post free to any part of the United Kingdom, by
remiitting, in advance, as under—

1 copy 3d., or for 13 weeks 3s. 34,
] 5d., 5s. 5d, "
3 6d., 65, G, "

6, ls., " 138, 0d, " 26s, 0d. v b,

Poat Oflice Orders must be mude payable to Job Caudwell, at the Strand
Post Ottice.

52 weeks 13,
2ls.
26s.

26 weeks 0s. Gd.
105, 6d.
13s, Od,

’”
"

3
"

List of Agents for the ** Spiritual Times.”
Lo~nboN,—¥, Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row,
H. Vickers, Strand.
White, ‘Femple.
Arthur ¥, Gilby, IInllesville-road, Canning-town,
James Durns, Progressive Library, Camberwell,
Publishing Company, 147, Fieet-street.
A, Plummer, 48, Thoobald’s-road, Holborn, Bloomsbury,
J. Roborts, 195, Shoreditch (opposite Great liastern Railway,
James Mushat, 249, High-street, Edinburgh,
Mrs Funicane, 119, Alderrgate-street,
BuapFonrp—J oseph Lund,
Newcasrrk-oN-TyNg,—~Thomas P, Barkas, 49, Grainger- street.
BrionToN,~Abbot, Queen’s-road,
KinosToN-oN-THAMES, —Bryden.
NortiNnouaMm.~Jeddinh Hitcheock, Alfred-street.
EastRourNe.~—Mr. Applegate,
*«* Wo shall be glad to receive additional names as Agents.
Mr and Mrs WavrLace hold Seances every Sunday, Monduy, and Tuesday
evening, at 7 o'clack, at 139, George's-rond, Hollowny.

Just Published, 230 pages, price 1s. 6d,
The Life and Doctrines of Jesus, and John the
Baptist. An answer to
RENAN,
London: Y, Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, 1.C,

A NEW VOLUME OF POEMS PREPARING FOR THE PRESS,
IIUMPHREY COLLINS, AND OTHER POEMS,.

To which is prefixed an Avronrosuruy of the Author.
HY J-H. POWLELL,
Author of Timon and other poems, &ec.
The price to Subscribers will be Five Shillings.
Friends desirous of securing copies should kindly forward their names and
addresses to the author, ¢ Spiritual Times” office, 335, Strand, W.C. us
ouly a limited number of copies will be issued.

}[eulth in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, -show-
L fug hw ** Good Digestion waits on Appetite, and Health on both.”
By R, Coorrr, ‘fo be had of all Booksellers; P'rice 6d.

" Henlth in nrtore” is a little book all should read. It goes in the way
of social scionce, and in common-sense diction clears tho path to henlth, It
is ubout the cheapeat book of equal usefuluess we have had the pleasure to

read,— Fastbourne Gazette.

¥. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row, o
1 Murray Spear has taken his former Rooms,
U046, late 72, ALBANY STREET, REGENT'S PARK, N.W,, Lon-
don, whire he will continue as heretofores to use his mediumistic powers to
examine und preseribe for diseass of body and mind ; and when so improssod
he will delinente the eharucter of persons who may favour him with a csll,
or he will read character by letter.

it in desirable to usb thexo powers, as fur as practicable, without charge ;
bu= obligations must be met—daily bread wust be had. A half-guinen is
named ax a home-feo; but they who are unable to give that sum may do
fews, and they who nre able are at liberty to do more. ~All {8 consecrated to
the service of humanity, DBusiness houra from 12 to 3 p.m,

Calls will slso be ruccived to visit the sick, or to hold private conversa
tioms on spiritusl subjects, and to give public lectures on ¢ Spiritualisu,’
an ** America and her Institutions,” and other themes of a moral, religious
anl progressive charvacter.

All Communications for the Davenports to be
addressed to Mr, H. D, I’almer, 308, Legent Street.
Now Ready, 1s,
ives of the Brothers Davenport, reprinted from
the *Seinrtear Tives,” By J. IL Powell. ‘Tvo bo had of the
Autior, Post Free; Address—14, Newman-street, Oxford-street,
J. H. Powell, author of “ Spiritualism, its Facts
and Thases,” and_Editor of the Spiritual imes,

I~ ojentn engagamants to Lecture on Spiritualism, Meamorism, &e.
Address—14, Newman-street, Oxford-stroet,

o

Just Published. Cloth, flscp. 8vo., 170 p.p., price %s., Post Free, 26 stamps.
Spiritualism : its Tacts and Phases, Illustrated

with Personal Experiences, and Fac-similes of Spirit-Writing, by J.
H. POWELL,

As an individunl contribution to the genernl mass of testimony on this
great topic of the age, itis very valuable.~IVilliam Howitt.

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he received to queries are remark-
able, and as he is evidently a truthful writer we cannot do other than advise
tho public to cousult the work.— Public Upinivs, March 12th, 1864.

May be obtained of the Author, 14, Newman-street, Oxford-street.

NEW MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS,
and Effective.
for 18 stamps,

ur Rifles are Ready! Hurrah! (a Song for
Volunteers.) Words by T. SworTeR ; Music by R. Coorer.) Easy
The Evening Star. Part Song, with voice parts complete.
The two compositions are published together, and can be had post free,
“Two first-class pieces.—Brighion Guardian,
MzeTzLER & Co., London and Brighton.

A}so by the same Composer, I'rico 2s, each.
ver the Downs (Words by J. H. Powell).—
Song and Chorus ns sung with great applause at the Phillurmonic
Hall, Islington.
Thekla’s Song (from Schiller’s Piceolomini.)
The Better Land (Words by Mrs. Hemans.)
I Have Something to Tell you To-Night, Love (Words by
T. Loker.)
The Christmas Hymn.—Solo, Duet, and Chorus.
" The above icces can be obtained at Half-price.
“ Mr. Cooper has the peculiar faculty of associating with his compositions
the very lifc and spirit of the pootry.” lHe weds the words to melodies

which add to their power, and invest them with speechful beauty.”—
Brighton Gaette,

Loudon : NoveLro & Co., 69, Dean-street, Scho.

Sccond Lidition. One Shilling, Post Free.
airvoyance, Hygienic and Medical. By Jacob
Dixon, M.1). Jaob Caudwell, 333, Strand, London, W.C,

! CI
Published every Saturday, Thirty-two Pages, Price 2d.

Pubhc Opinion, & Comprehensive Epitome of
the Pross throughout the World,

PUBLIC OPINIUN gives the Commonts of tho various leading
Journals—Dritish, Colonial, and Continental—on all important current
topics, an elaborate summary of Contemporary Events, an extensive Selec-
tion of General Miscellaneous Intelligence, and o copious variety of Liter-
ary und Popular Reading,

Tho Annual Subscription (post freo, payable in advance) is 13s. PUBLIC
OPINION is published in time for Friday evening’s post, and sold at all
Railway Boolostalis and by all Booksellers and Newsagents throughout the
Kingdom and the colonies,

Post-office Orders to be made pgynble to J. SEAMAN, Publisher and

lanager.
Office, 11, Southamptgun Street, Strand.

Job Caudwell’s list of Publications to be obtained.
through all Boolksellers or Post-free from the Publisher, 335, Strand.
London, W.C. T'ost-oflico orders to be made payable at the StrandOffice.

Clairvoyance, Hywvienic and Medical. By Jacob Dixon,-

L.S.A. Second edition. 1s.
Dealings with the Dead. By P. B. Randolph. 4s. 6d.

Llectricul Paychology (Ihilosophy of); a Coureo of | 12
Lcc.turen'. By Rov John B, Dods. With portrait of the author. 4s. 6d.-
Fascination ; or, the Philosophy of Charming. Illustrating

the Principles of Life in connection with Spirit and Matter. By John B
Newmman, M.D, Gth thousand. Wrapper, 3s.; cloth, 4s, 6d.

harmonin (The Great), being a philosophical revelation of

the Nutural, Spiritual, and Celestial Universe, By A. J. Davis, Vol
1, The Physician, 63, Vol. 2, The Teacher, Cs. {’ol. 3, The Seer, 63
Vzol.. 4, Tho Reformer, 64, Vol, 5, The Lhinker, 6s.

Magic Staff.  Life of A. J. Davis, by himself. 6s.

Mesmerism and Clairvoyance (Philosophy of). Six Lecturess-
with instructions. By John Bovee Dodds. 1s, Gd.

Mesmerism in connection with Popular Superstitions. By

J. W, Juckson, Cover, 2s.

Mesmerism (Lectures on). By J. W. Jackson, 1s. ,

Mesmerism, in its relation to Health and Disease, and th
Present State of Medicine, By W, Neilson, Esq, Cloth, 3s, 6d.

Mesmerism [ Ilandbook of ], for the Guidance and Instrue-
tion of all persons who dosire to_practise Mesmerism for the Cure of Dis-
onses, und to wlleviato the sufferings of their Fellow Creatures, with aB
account uf the Mosmeric Infirmary. By I'. Buckland, Cloth, 1s,

Mesmerism [Mighty Curative Powers of ] proved in 150 cases -
of various Discases, By Thomas Capern, Cloth, 2s,

Mesmerist (the llustrated Practical—Curative and Scientific)
by William Davey, Third edition. 2s. Coloured plates, 3s.

Here tho Student will find his guide; the sick man bis hope; the
healthy man his sensative power; the physician an important aid ; the ’
philanthropist & new field for labour; and the man of Science materials
the most sublime structure the world has over seen.
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