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A VISIT TO YORKSHIRE.

In this article the pompous Wx must give place to the 7,
which, under certain circumstances, becomes necessarily the
proper letter of the spirit of the facts to be related. Well,
to start definitely, without further preliminary, I may say, I
left the pent-up wilderness of bricks, London, by the Great
Northern Railway, for Richmond, on Saturday morning, Dec.
24th, ona talking tour. In the railway carriage, I got into
conversation with three gentlemen. After some ordinary
converse, as {o the coldness of the morning, &ec. Isaid to one of
them, ¢ The Davenport manifestations are exating con-
siderable interest! Have youseenthem?” e smiled, and
replied, *‘ I have no desire, The newspapers have sickened
me of their puzzling tricks.”— You have not seen them,
and yet you charge them with jugglery. "This is unfair,
First, ascertain for yourself whether they are genuine or not
before you pronounce them one or the other.”” «“Oh!’ he
repl{ed, whilst_ great interest was depicted in the countenances
of. his companions, “ We know well enough they are clever
trlcks.ters ;. Professor Anderson has settled that for them.”
At this point, one of the other gentlemen said, turning to
me, *“ You don’t pretend to say, sir, that you believe spirits
have anything whatever to do with the Davenport mys-
teries?” I replied, quickly, < That is just my position ; and
with your permission, I shall gladly give evidences to satisfy
you, if possible, that the spivitual hypothesis is the only sat-
isfactory one. In fact, that legerdemain and all the other
alleged causes involve the mind in greater difficulties.” I
then detailed the various facts in my memory which have
sprung out of the operations of the conjurors, and compared
their assumed ezposes—their * Brummagem Counterfeits,’’
with the genuine mediums. Many questions were put by
my companions, all of which I answered without reserve.
The result was, that more than half of a tedious Jjourney was
passed pleasantly, and my listeners yielded all opposition,
confessing that they could notdefend their positions, Wken
I reached Richmond, at ten o’clock at night, I made the best
of my way to the house of Mr G. Armitage, who nad kindly
arranged to entertain me. I.found him a retired, affable,
intelligent personage ; a vegetarian and a teetotaler of some
years’ standing. We were not long in melting the ice of
strangeness, Psychology and Spiritualism were subjects

very dear to him, consequently I was pleased to begin
with them. The next day he kindly introduced me to
some friends of his—teetotal missionaries, whom I was
disposed to spiritualise, for I had several conversations
with them upon the subject. They listened intently, asked
many questions, and assured me that they should give the
subject attention.

My lectures in Richmond were delivered before small but
very attentive audiences, patronised by the Mayor, and
several of the leading men of the town. At another place,
not a hundred miles from Richmond, I lectured on Mes-
merism and Spiritualism to a very crowded audience in con-
nection with a church Sunday-school, the Rev. — K
occupying the chair. At this place I mesmerised a goodly
number of persons, male and female, some of them being
the children of the clergyman. Great excitement prevailed
in the neighbourhood, and various curious facts need mention,
Miss K., daughter of the clergyman, had only been
home from Ireland a few days previous to my arrival. When
I sat at dinner, she excused herself from sitting at the table,
fearing I might influence her magnetically. In the afternoon,
however, she sat with me at a small round table, and we
elicited communications. I said, “S8hall I magnetise Miss
K.?” The table gave three knocks. Miss K. immediately
consented, and, in less than five minutes, was rendered
Clairvoyante. Her father said she had lost her box on her
way from Ireland; would I kindly see if I could cause her
tofind it?> I did so. She said she saw her box at Dar-
lington station, and read the address, omitting, as 1 after-
wards learned, oue or two words, On another occasion I had
to rise early in the morning to accompany Mr K. to Rich-
mond. We were sitting at the table. Mrs K. said, * Will
the spirits kindly wake us in time by sending this boy ¥’
(pointing to a little boy about seven years old.) The answer
was in the affirmative. In the morning I learned from the
lips of the boy’s mother that he came to her in his sleep, at
five o’clock, and aroused her; but he had declared, on being
awakened afterwards, that he had no consciousness of having
left his bed. Mr K., one of his sons, and myself started for
Richmond. On the way, the clergyman called at a post
office, and obtained some letters. He opened one, and read
to me. It was from the station-master at Darlington, and
informed us that Miss K.'s box had arrived there, and was
forwarded toBarnard Castle. Here was proof at least that
the clairvoyante had spoken truly as to the whereabouts of
her box. At Richmond, on this occasion, I met with a
gentleman, the owner of some mines. He urged very strong
objections to all psychologic, mesmeric, and spiritual phe-
nomena. We had a very vigorous debate for quite two hours,
which ended in my opponent yielding a portion of his ground,
and paying me a compliment by saying that he never before
met a man who had so ably and successfully combatted his
views. He cameto the Town Hall to hear me lecture that
night, and seemed to take a deep interest in the proceedings.
The next day we were favoured by a Mr Solomon Wise, a

hardy peasant, who has managed, by ycars ¢f hard labour
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and thrift, to possess a few cottages and a horse and cart,
with a ride in his trap. I mention his name with pleasure,
because I learn that he has lately offered to purchase a couple
of cottages at Gilling, where he lives, for the express purpose
of turning them into a reading room for the benefit of his
neighbours. This Mr Solomon Wise has the misfortunc to
be a little deaf, so that he loses half the words uttered in his
presence. Whilst we were riding along he broke a length-
encd silence by saving, “ It strikes me, sir, if all the world
were spiritual, men would be afraid to injure their fellow
men,” ¢ Very true, Solomon,” 1 replied, much pleased to
find in this apparently ignorant peasant a true Spiritualist.
When we arrived at the parsonage, we heard that Mies K.
had received a letter from Ircland, which confirmed the
reality of her clairvoyance. The box had not been addressed
by herself, but by the lady who had written to her. The
omigsion of one or two words by the clairvoyante may result
from the direction only being partially plain to her.

I gave three lectures to Mr K.’s parishioners, all of which
were listened to with the most intense interest, with more
than average intelligence. But I did not please everybody.
One man said to some of his neighbours that ¢ the Devil
had come amongst them.” Another, who came to one of
the lecturcs, mounted the platform with a very sceptical
certainty that I should not affect him, and if so I had not
affected any of the persons whom I had psychologised. This
worthy gentleman, however, was caught, and was worked
into one of my most ludicrous subjects. The next day,
when he found himself away from my influence, he got under
the influence of a very thorough Wesleyan, who persuaded
him that the influence of Satan had been upon him, and that
there was no way but praying for that influence to be taken
away ; accordingly, the two together prayed, I doubt not,
most earnestly that the power of myself (the Devil) might be
for ever destroyed. I had received intimation from Mr
Armitage and Mr Wise that they might possibly
drive over to the parsonage, and convey me to Barnard
Castle on the Sunday, as therc was to be a tea party in cele-
bration of the new year. On Saturday, new year’s night,
I attended church, and heard Mr X. preach, who, by the
way, assures me that he always trusts to spirit-aid both for
his text and sermon. Thus the old ycar died, the bells
struck, and the service ended. T was the first to rcach the
house, as I had been informed that it was a custom in York-
shire for the stranger to be welcomed first on a new year’s
morn, and a right hearty new year’s welcome I received from
Mrs K. and those of her family who had not gone to *the
watch.”  Before retiring to bed a sitting was proposed.
The little table ambled towards me, the alphabet was called
over, and the following signalled—You will bs welcoms at
Barnard Castle. 1 was not thinking of Barnard Castle at the
time. I said, ¢ Will Solomon and Mr Armitage come for
me?”—“Yes.” ¢ Will you say the time I may expect
them ?"-—* A quarter-past eleven!” The morning dawned
upon us with a beautiful promise of sunshine. About eleven
o'clock one of Mr K.’s sons came down stairs, complaining of
pains all over him, and general sickness. I placed him on
the sofs, gave him some long passes, and got him to sleep,
T then told his mother to wrap him up, and take care nothing
disturbed himn ; that I should leave him whilst I came from
chureh, and that when he awoke, which would not be till
then, he would be quite well, and free from pain. A few
minutes later on, Mr Solomon Wise and Mr Armitage
drove up. Tlooked at my watch ; it was three minutes over
« quarter-past eleven. In the afternoon I found myself in
company with the two Richmond friends on the road to
Barnard Castle. We had a pleasant, but cold ride, and
arrived just in time for the tea. The place of meeting was a
very pleasant room, which had formerly been used asa
Wesleyan Chapel, and preached in by John Wesley. Itis
now used by some earnest Unitarians. 1 had not sat at the
table long before Mr Lee came to me; and telling me that
their regulur speaker on whom they relied for their best
speech was ill, requested me to lecture on Spirilualism. 1
readily consented, and had, for the first time in my life, a
pulpit for my rostrum. The congregation paid the most
marked attention to me, and at the end I was thanked by Mr
Lee, at whose house we stayed the night.

Space will not allow me to give other intcresting par-
ticulars. My lecturing, or talking tour closed at York, where
T met some carnest friends to the cause. My lecture there,

as at other places, was listened to with marked interest. At
its close, I had to defend my positions, and did so without
compromise or consciousness of weakness. I found the
fricnds with whom I came in contact, rough, earnest, in-
telligent, and advanced ; and, from my small experience,
conclude that Spiritualism will readily have a welcome in
Yorkshire, if it be only presented with throughness, and kept
free from sectarianism. I hope I have started some few on
the road of inquiry; if so, I feel my visit to the North of
Yorkshire will not have been in vain.

The York Ilerald of Saturday has the following, which is
but a brief resume of my lecture and the discussion which
took place after it at York :~—

The lecturer, in introducing himself to his hearers,
remarked that he stood before them 2 confirmed spiri-
tualist, though some years ago he had lectured agaiast the subject
and had at one time thought that if anything could be absurd it
was spiritualism. 1Ile, however, had subsequently been taken to a
French medium-—a French lady—and he shortly after ceased
lecturing against the question. Mr Powell detailed the circum-
stances attending his conversion to spiritualism, and then alluded
to individual as well as general experiments in table turning, and
the discovery he and his friends had made of a lady who wasa
medium, and with whom they got some wonderful manifestations.
The lecturer adduced several interesting instances, of the veracity
of which he assured his audience, in support of spiritualism, one
of these being that of a little girl, who knew nothing whatever of
the subject, having produced a fac-simile of her grandmother’s
signature, who had departed life thirty-four years previously.
The production of manifestations were not always successful, but
if persevered in they generally resulted in some measure of success.
Ilo did not expect.that people would accept the facts of spiri-
tualism without o great deal of hard work, but he believed it was
gaining ground daily, and more especially among the literary and
upper classes of society. The arguments in favour of it were
founded not only on fact, but they carried with them philosophy
aswell. Mr Powell then warmly supported his belief in spiritualism,
and added that in America millions were convinced of its truth.
The lecturer next alluded to the opposition which had been given
to the subject by Professors Faraday and Pepper, and Sir D.
Brewster, and attempted to show what he considered the fallacy
of their conclusions.  In noticing the manifestations of the
“ Davenport Brothers,” who have created so much attention in the
metropolis, Mr Powell remarked that he knew a great deal about
the young men; he went to their seances whenever he liked;
and he contended that during the eleven years they had been
before the public not one trick or any species of deception had
been proved against them. Having made some strictures on the
behaviour of the representatives of the London press at one of
these seances, ho proceeded to notice Professor Anderson, the
“ Wizard of the North,” and his proffered wager of £1,000 with
respect to spirit-rapping. Mr Powell spoke of Mr G. J. Holyoake,
whom he took to witness *the Davenport Brothers,” because he
believed he was candid, and would say what he thought, and Mr
Ilolyoake had remarked, after witnessing them, that he was quite
satisfiod that they were genuine. The lecturer then alluded to
the uses and abuses of spiritualism, observing that it proved to
him incontestibly the immortality of the soul. It taught them
that to do a wrong act was to bring upon themselves punishment,
and that it was impossible to do a good act without that act
bringing its own reward. It taught them that death had only
an existence in name, and that we must progress not only here
but beyond the grave. Spiritualism was founded ow the one
principle of love; it taught them that the life that now is shapes
the life that is to be.  He also invited any individual to question
him on the subject of the lecture. Several parties entered into
discussion with the lecturer, one of whom rematked that mes-
merism was an old subject, and that the lecture they had heard
was nothing but an epitomo of what had appeared in the news-

apers ; whilst another wished to know what connection there was

etwen mesmerism and spiritualism, and whether the lecturer
could give any exhibition of Spiritual manifestations to those
R/x['esent. As to any “manifestations” being produced at that time,

Ar Powell acknowledged his inability to produce them, but added
that he believed mesmerism was the a, b, ¢, of spiritualism. Ile
did not believe any man understood mesmerism who did not
believe in spiritualism. In answer to the interrogative how it
was that *“mediums " were required in “ spiritual manifestations,”
My Powell remarked the question is as unreasonable as to ask why
one skin is white and another black, or that the nose of one man
is longer than that of another. He only knew there were hun- .
dreds and thousands of ““mediums,” andif they investigated further
they would, as Byron had said, become the more * mysteriously
mystified.” He referred to a case of clairvoyance which had Jjust
taken place in the North-Riding, in which a lady had been able to
trace and recover a missing box from the railway authorities, and
said it was not for people who knew nothing of the subject to-
dogmatise, but to investigate,

J¢ H. PowELL.
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L[/Fe o not hold ourselves vesponsible for the opintons of correspondents.]

LORD BROUGHAM AND SPIRITUALISM,
(To the Editor of the ** Spiritual Times.”)

Sir,—Your correspondent Mr C. Cooke, the other day, who always
writes with great good sense, mado some rcmarks upon this subject.
"There is probably a cause for Lord Brougham'’s conduct in making an
attack on Spiritualism at two succcssive annual meetings of social
science. Many years ago, it is well known. Lord Brougham in
company with gir David Brewster and others, had a seance at Cox’s
Hotel, Jermyn Strect. It is equally now familiar to all readers that
Sir David, though much astonished and declaring that what he saw
upset the philosophy of fifty years, as soon as these declarations of his
got abroad and were ridiculed, ate them up rapidly, and said, ¢ the
table sccmed to him to rise!” This seceming to rise has been admi-
rably treated by the Rev. Dr. Maitland, Librarian of Salisbury
Cathedral, who says we aro told, that scientific men are your only men
to {'udgo of facts, and here, he says, is one who did not know when a
table rose under his own nose, whother it roso or not. Ho could only
aver it seemed to rise.

Well, amidst the controversy which arose on Sir David’s prevari-
«cation, Lord Brougham said to Mr Cox, “ What is all this noise about
Sir David ?* “What is it about?’ replied that excellent and
undaunted Spiritualist, Mr Cox; “it is that Sir David says the tablo
did not rise from the floor at the seanco at which both you and I were
present.  Your lordship knows well enough that it rose.” « Oh,”
replied Brougham, promptly and rapidly, * 1t rose, certainly it rose.”

Beyond this Tord Brougham till latoly has been prudent enough to
keep hig tongue in his head on Spirifualism, though it has always
waggoed pretty frecly on almost all subjects. But Mr Cox having now
left this scene, it may be that his lordship fecls rclieved of one witness
to his acknowledgement of the facts of Spiritualism, as there has lately
been an attempt on tho part of Mr Hastings to deny that Lord
Lyndhurst believed in Spiritualism. Now, either Lord Lyndhurst
firmly believed at one time in the facts of Spiritualism as witnessed at
his own house, or Mr Home has often stated unhesitatingly what was
not true.  For I as well as many others have heard him say that at a
seance at Lord Lyndhurst’s, very striking phenomena took place, at
which his lordship expressed both great amazement and delight, and
asking for an example of spirit-power, a drawing-room table was lifted
into tho air and brought down again with such force us to break off the
foot. 1f Lord Lyndhurst afterwards denied this he was not the man 1
take him to have been, cither for shrewdness or honesty.

But as to Lord Brougham there may be another motive for his recont
assaults on Spiritualism. It is well known that Sir David Brewster
threatened the Messrs Longmans with an action for libel on account of
tho reference in Home's “ 1ncidents of my Life,” to the repeated charges
against Sir David Brewster of endeavouring to plagiarise the invention
of Buffon’s Dioptric Lenz, Stephenson’s Polygonal Lenz for
Lighthouses, and Professor Whoatstone's Stereoscope. They declined
to continue the publication of this work unless Mr Home removed
from it these references to Sir David’s alleged exploits. Mr Home
refused on the ground that these exposures had long been made public
by such men as Dr Carpenter, of University College, in a public
locture ; by Professor Wheatstone in the Times, and by Arago both in
the Awnales de Chemie and in the complete edition of his own works.
That Sir David had repeatodly threatoned to bring an action for libol
against one or moroe of these distinguished men, but had been too wise
to do it. In his second edition Mr Home not only continued the
account of these alleged plagiaries, but dared Sir David to an action
by repeated advertisements of the book hoaded Home v. Browster.”
At the same time Mr Ilome gave the full references to tho charges
of 8ir David by Arago, Wheatstone, and Carpenter. It is sufficient to
say that such action on the part of Sir David has never been brought.

Sir David’s buggul_mo having failed to silence Mr Home, he adopted
another plan. A his opening of the term at the University of Edin-
burgh, Sir David mado for two years at least, a bitter onslaught on
bpmtua_hsm.. As this failed to produce any effect, either in favour of
Sir Davidor in arresting for an hour the onward course of Spiritualism,
it has been shrewdly suggested that he has prevailed on Lord
l}rpqg‘ha!n, as an old friend, to become his scape-goat by dragging
Spiritualism annually and irrelevantly into Social Science, Nothing
but the effect of very advanced years could havo induced the master-
mind of Brougham to degrade itself by so absurd snd out-of-place an
exhibition. He says “we,” the social scientifics, ¢ hold to the
Christian faith.”” Wo are glad to hear it—there have been shrowd
queries  whether his lordship did hold to that faith at all,
But if he doe§ so does Spiritualism, and this ghould bo no reason
for his abusu}g it. The Spiritualists, he says, deal in visions;
80 I rather think did all the leading characters of the history his
lordsl'up now cxpresses his belief in and veneration for. There is no
book in the world which abounds 8o much in visions as the Bible, and
Lord Brougham in ridiculing visions and believers in them ridicules
God who sent thom to most of the patriarchs and apostles, and also
ridicules Abraham, Ezckiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Danicl, J. oseph, the
reputed father of Christ, St. Peter, St. Paul, and 8t, John, with his
sublime vision of the apocalypse. Is it by this unworthy snecring
that Lord Brougham manifests his recontly professed adherence to
Christianity } .

Bat _Spi_ritua,lism' teaches more than visions—it teaches great facts
and principles, which Lord Brougham need not go far, either from
Graftozx Stree't or Cannes, to learn. At a time whon, according to
Clarke’s “Guide to Spiritualism,” twenty millions of Spiritualists
already exist, and when it has spread over all America, and over

almost every country in Furopr, abounling in all the great cities
of France, especially in the south, where it has its numerous
journals—when it has made decp inroads into Al'gcrm, has smrt,l(}d
oven Constantinople, and travelled to Australia, it may be well for
Lord Brougham to reflect whether even his strength s cqual to
the giant that he assails. Surcly if his mathematics have taught
him anything they must have given him a lively sensc of the luw
of proportion, and the collution of forces. Is he, does he .rczl‘lly
imagine, the Ierculos for the stupendous lqboux* of .tmm'lnlntmg
Spiritualism ? Is there any wisdom in battling, not in his youth
but in his sunset, with tho impossible? Ts it not likely that
amongst twenty millions of people who have satisficd themnselves
on the evidence not simply of facts, but of years of constuntly
recurring facts, there may %e a few thousands quite as well able as
himself to form a conclusion on things seen, and rigorously
examined? In a philosophy bascd essentially on facts, let him
roflect whether there must not have been a considerable number of
facts to convince twenty millions of people? Whether these people
so convinced, boing not the ignorant and uneducated, but chiefly in
the higher and middle classes, abundantly amongst the most able,
learned, acutely reasoning and eminently gifted men, there is not a
momentum of proof which offers nothing but defeat to the most
stalwart assailant? Whether the decisions of such intellects as those
of Victor Hugo and Guizot, are not cntitled to as much respect
a8 his own ? . .

At all events, it will bo prudent for a man of his lordship's repu-
tation for sagacity and usefulness to reflect that at the age of 86, and,
therofore, not far from the frontiers of that world which is entirely
and concrotely spiritual—where they are all Spiritualists from
Almighty God on His spirit-throne—God, who is spirit and must be
worshipped in spirit and in truth, God surrounded by spirit legions too
numerous for the subtlest algebra to caleulate, down to the lowest soul
of a dofunct philosopher groping after tho sticks and straws of material
scienco in the lowest regions of spiritual ignorance—it may be wise, 1
say, not to enfer that world in the very act of ridienling its total
population, its very constitution, its life, its laws, and praetices. 1t
may not be imprudent to reflect that it can be no great honour to be
suspected even here of being put forward in his old ago in the vuin
endeavour to cast a shicld over a man who has not been able to shield
himself from the scarifying strictures of such men as Carpenter,
Wheatstone, and Arago. . .

One thing is certain that if Lord Brougham wero in that meridian
pride and strength of his facultics and cloquence as when in the
British parliament, side by side with tho generous Denman, he hurled
the indignation of the whole civilised world on tho }mud of tho mo(}orn
Caligula, ho conld not produce tho smallest impression on Spiritualism,
or check its career for a singlo hour. Men loarned und able as himself
havo tried the hazard and have fallen one after another before it.
Having cloarly God for its originator, irvepressible and ever-
springing facts for its alinent, tho destruction of _materialism, the
monster ovil of the age, aud tho restoration of faith in the gospel
for its aim, it marches steadily on its way unconscious of the sar-
casms or the falechoods of the wise of thisworld, whose combined
offorts against it aro only as the sea foam on the sides of some
gallant ship—

“ Luctantes ventos tempestatesque sonoras
Imperio premit.
If it were really unfavoured of God, he could plant a rock of
dostruction in its path, but all his winds and waves conspicuously
are with it, and it ploughs through the proudest obstacles of the
proudest and most perverted intellects, as a great West Indian
steamer through the feeblo tangles of the Saragossa grass floating
in the gulph stream—
“ Periculosum est crodere ot non credere ;_
Frgo exploranda est veritas, multum prius
Quam stulta prave judicet sentontia.”
Wirriax Howrrr.

APPARITION.
(Concluded from our last.)

May I now trespass on your kindness in permitting the following
observations as to my own views and experiences in regard to the
objects and purposcs of Spiritualism:—First, I do not believe Spiritnal-
ism has come to satisfy any sordid or worldly passion, or to make men
wealthy or independent by discovery of gold mines or materiul riches.
Such surely never was the mission of christian Spiritualism and is not
now. No doubt men may try to subvert its revealings to sordid pur-
poses, but when they do, they will recoive such roplies as by their un-
truthfulness will greatly disappoint their matenalistic expoctations.
No, I'believo the mission of spiritualists is for much higher and nobler
purposcs, and that its principal objoct at present is, as Mr Home
states, to prove to sceptics the existence of a sond and the reality of a
future state. .

From my short oxpericuce, I have invariably found, that all those
with whom I have como in contact are undor the delusive impression
that as soon a3 they get in communication with a spiril, that the in-
telligence shall know all things in Heaven and in Earth, before the
worlds were created, and since, should know all the circumstances
which have ever taken place, connected with all individualg and things,
and even be able to ascertain with corrcctness those which ave to
come. L

It is thus from such mjsconceptions that spiritual communications
become dangerous, andrx‘lx likely to mislead. 1 believe it is neither op-
posed to seripturo, nor to the knowledgo acquired by passing ovents of
a spiritual character during any age and period of the world, nor con-
trary to the teachings of Spiritualism, that in the other world as in
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this, there are any intelligences of any class and description with
whom mortals may come in contact, an(? by whom they may be in-
fluenced. T would impress in the strongest terms of which I am capa-
ble, the great necessity for those who investigato Spiritualism to any
oxtent, to be first firmly rooted and grounded in the great leading and
fundamental doctrines of christianity from which they cannot be
shaken. Not to have their lives and their actions shaped out and in-
fluencod by its diving teachings and to bo in harmony with themsclves
and all mankind. Next as to the results which Spiritualism is made
instrumental to cffect, 1 can only say, that within my own short ex-
perience T havo had the great pleasure and satisfaction of knowing in-
dividuals whoso notions and ideas wero avowedly atheisic completely
converted to belief in spirit and futurity, and more, to ecmbracs the
truths of christianity and the teaching of the seriptures, to which they
had been entircly opposed, and to state such in regard to the formor
and their changed opinions plainly and publicly before many of their
friends, and express thankfulness for the change which has been offoc-
ted in them.

In conclusion, I would say that those who investigate Spiritualism
should do so with clean hands and a pure heart, and if they seck for
information of a high moral and spiritual nature they will not be disap-
pointed.

I am Sir, yours obediontly,

E. 8. Lavben,

A FEW DIFFICULTIES SOLVED—ANSWER T0 ENQUIRER,
(To the Editor of the “Spiritual Times.”)

S, —1In your issue of December 31, an “ Enquirer ” prosents “a
fow difficultie” which oblige him ¢ to withhold full eredenco to the
doctrine of Syiritualism,” and which diflicultics, or “ objections,”’
“ho believes are shared by the vast majority of the educated people of
this country.”

If it be so 1 can only say, and I beliove it to be tho truth, that ¢ the
vast majority of the cducated peoplo of this country,” arvo in this
jnstance grossly ignorvant of ¢ the doctrine * to which theso objoctions
are urged, and of the facts by which that “ doctrine’ is sustained.

That * doctrine,” as I understand if, is that our kinsmen, friends,
and others who have passed through the chango of death, have simply
passed into another condition of existence, und aro still able, undor
suitable conditions, morc or less perfectly to communicate, in various
ways, with those stil!_ in the flesh. The “doctrine” assumes' that
they retain their idcntxti’, thut'thoy enter the spirit-world as they loft
this, minus only the bodyand its belongings., If this be so, ono must
expoct that ordinarily their communications will retain the same averago
churacter, and the samo individual idiosyncrasios they displayed on
carth. 'When, then, ¢ Enquirer” asks, ¢ How it is that the moessages
puported to be received from the spirit-world are generally of a
trifting, frivolous character?” 1, in return, ask “What is tho staple
of ordinary conversation—is it not generally of a common-place,
trifling, frivolous character?” Lot anyone test this by noting
verbatim all the conversation to which he is doomed to listen in any
single week. When he has done so I am much mistakon if he ever after
spenks of spirit messages as “ trifling or *“ frivolons” in comparison.

Of course all contersation in socioty is not of this kind; we do
sometimes, I hope often, listen to, and tako part in conversation of a
more solid and improving character, and all who have had much
oxperience in spivitual communications ean testify that they frequently
roceive from their spirit friends messagos of affection, of deep thonghf,
of earnest piety ; messages caleulated, nay certain it acted on, to mako
them wiser and better men.  If we did not send so many persons of a
¢ trifling, frivolous character” into tho other world, we should not
have so many trifling, frivolous messages back from them.

When * Enquirer” goes a step further and asks “ How it is that
no uscful truth has yet been enuncinted, no information valuable to
mankind elicited, no propheey with referenco to the future uttered,
which can be stated to have received fulfilment on respectable testi-
mony*” his inquiries are simply based on assumptions wholly
gratuitous and unfounded. So, also, when he tells ug ¢ that no medium
has yet been able to ascertain and stato correctly tho number of a
Bank note which had been proviously soaled up in an cnvelope,
although a considerablo reward has been offered for thoe successtul
execution of the feat,” he apparontly asswmes that this experiment
has been often tried and proved a failure. To deal with all these
agsumptions in detail would take up more of your space thun I should
{feel warranted in doing, but as the last is relating to tho bank-notc—is
the least vague and is often cited, T tako that as a specimen of the rest.

The statement in question T beliovo originated with the Christion
Observer, in o rovicw of Mesmoerism, in its No. for Fobruary, 1854,

Speaking of elairvoyance, it remarked—¢ The best test of this fraud,
(t%r it is nothing better) is that of tho challenges which have beon
given to the wholo class of clairvoyants to read the numbers upon
cortain bank-notes which have been locked up in motul boxes on the
condition of receiving these notos when so deciphered, and which havo
80 universally failed,” &e. (Page 133.)

As the learned and Rev. Dr. Maitlund was at the time this appeared
ireparing for the publication of a sccond cdition of his pamphlet on
lesmerism, not hking to ho ignorant of n mattor presumed to be

notorious, ho addressed a civil letter to tho Editor of the Christian
Glserver, requesting the reviewer to put him in the way of finding
some authority for his statement. I'his letter was never in any way
acknowledged. Presuming that others might know as much of tho
matter as the reviewer and be more communieative, Dr Maitland
then, giving his nume and address, mado inquiry publicly to the
samo effect in Noles and Queries of July 1, 1854." In his ¢ Super-
stition and Scicnce,” published 1855, Dr Maitland tolls ug—¢ Up to
this moment I have not in any way learncd anything of any bank
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note having over been locked up in a metal box, or of any bank-
noto in any box being offered to any alleged clairvoyant or any-
body clse, cithor in  oxperiments for clairvoyance or any other
purposo.”  Dr Maitland, however, at length succeeded- in hunting
to carth tho story on which tho statement rested. It scems that in
December, 1845, Sir Philip Crampton, with the view of injuring
Mosmerism, published a letter in the Mail offering a £100 bank-
note “to be paid to any person who shall by the operation of
mesmerism, describe tho particulars of the note.” ™ These particulars
aro thus stated in tho endorsemont on tho envelope contuining the
enclosure to be given to tho fortunate clairvoyant—< Lhiy envolope
contains a bank-note for £100, which will immediatoly become the
property of tho porson who without opening the cnvelopo, shall
describe in_the presonco of Philip Doyne, Esq., and Sir Philip
Crampton, Bart., evory particular of the said note—viz., the bank
from which it was issued, the date, the number, and tho signatures
attached to it, and who shall read a sentence, consisting of a few
Tnglish words plainly written, and which is contained in the same
envelope with the half note. (Signed) James Dudgeon.” As no one
appeared to claim tho note during the stipulated six months, the
envelope was opened, and found to contain—what? A £100 bank-
noto, or the half note? Nothing of the kind. What then?
Simply a blank cheque with the few English words plainly written
—“To (Jdipus alone.” 8ir Philip Crampton having thought it
good fun to substitule tho ono for the other. (Sco Zoist, April,
1852.) 'There is a littlo sequel to this discreditable hoax, appended
by Dr Llliotson, in the shape of a lotter from Mr J. D, Saunders,
of 1, Upper Portland Place, Cliffon, Bristol, in which he states
that he had occasion to mosmerize a boy who was clairvoyant, that
he set him to look after this note, tho boy said and persisted that there
was no noto, but only a cheque, and that ho thinking this was mere
nonsense, told the boy so, and waked him.

Tho sham challengo of Sir Philip Crampton had becn bruited far
and wido by the press, but to those who know the press I need not say
that the exposé of its fraudulent character by Dr Maitland and Dr
Elliotson, did not meet with equal publicity.” I have gone into this
case circumstantially, not only in answer to “ Enquirer,” but as an
illustration of how little newspaper reports aro to be trusted on subjects
of an unpopular naturoe.

T would say to “ Enquirer ”” in conclusion that if he thinks the use
of Spiritualism iy, or should be, to promote ¢ the worldly advantago of
mediums,” or of any other privileged persons, by spirits informing
them of ““the site of somoe gold mine, or the name of an investment
which spiritual forcknowledge may see as a valuablo one,” he alto-
gether mistakes its nature, and should at once give it up as a bad
speculation; but if, us ho tells us, ho “is {reo to confess” the belief ¢ is
a consoling one, and caleulated to offoct much good,” he may be en-
couragod to persevere in his inquirics, and so far as the “investment”’
of his timo in it is concerned, I trust it will prove “a valuablo ono.”

Yours, &c,, ToMas Brevion.
Jan. 3, 1865, » &% LEVIOR,

MUSICAL SPIRITS.

Sir,—Knowingtkat you are anxious to obtain any information respect-
ing Spiritualism, I will not apologise for troubling you with the fol-
lowing interesting account, which I hope you will consider worthy a
place in your valuable paper.

¢ Some short time ago, I was invited by a friend to pass the evening
at his house. As I knew he was a beliover in Spiritualism, I determined
to accopt the invitation, hoping I might either see or hear something to
amuso me, for I had no faith in anything of the sort. I accordingl
went, and found a fow persons assembled, I felt rather disappointe
when half the evoning passed off without a word having been said on
the subject of Spiritualism, but at length ono of the party began to
talk about music. In the courso of the conversation I happened to
mention the hymn ecalled “Jerusalem the Golden,” saying what a
beautiful tuno I thought it, upon which I was requested to play it, but
I excused myself having sustained a slight injury to one of my ha’nds.
‘The master of the houso regretted I was not able to play the hymn.
but as all seemed so desirous to hear it, he had little doubt but thec
the spirits would oblige the company by performing it. Hearing this
I was much pleased as I thought I should now havo something to
assure me. Mr I walked towards the piano, on which he
placed both his hands for a few seconds; the instrument remained
closed, and Mr F—— said, “ Will tho spirits play for us the air we
desiro to hear ¥ The piano gave assont by lifting up both its legs
from the floor about one inch and bringing them down again with
a heavy sound. Immodiately aftorwards wo heard the notes begin to
play the hymn distinetly, in a plaintive and touching stylo; when
about half way through I could no longer stand being-tricked and de-
coived ; 80 T rose up fastily from my seat and went owtr to the piano,
saying, “Mr I'—~—, you know you have a sclf-acting piano there.”
As I approached, the sounds became fainter, until when I stood cloge
to it, they entirely consod.  You see,” said my friend, *the spirits
will not continue to play while such an unbeliever in them stands so
near; be kind enough to resume Xour place.” I complied, and as I
did so the music began again, and what appeared the most remarkable
part of it was that it commenced exactly where it had left off, and hay-
ing finished tho hymn became silent. ~ I must own Iwas a little bit
staggored at all this, and I roquested to be allowed to examino the
piano. Idid so thoroughly, and was obliged to admit that it was precisely
the same as any other instrument of the samo description, © Well,”
said Mr F——to me, “are you convinced now?” I replied I should
feol much more convinecd if it were any other piano but yours, that
performed so wonderfully, Ilo then offered to try ono on my own
piano the following ovening. I thought this seemed a very fair pro-
position and accoptod it. 1 was pleased at the idea of having the
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chance as I hoped of refuting his notion that he posscssed a powerover
spirits, The next evening the same party assembled at my house.
Mr F—had particularly requested me not to go near my pianc during
the day. I had therefore locked the room up, and did not enter it un-
til my friends came. When we were all guiotly seated, I asked Mr
¥—-— to commence. He went to the piano, on which he placed both
his hands, in tho same way as he had placed them on his own, and in
about a minute the spirits manifested themselves by raising the two legs
nearly two inches from the floor, and then giving three distinet raps.
Mr F—— looked at me exultingly, and said, “Tho spirits, you see,
are anxious to ostablish the claim I assert of having a certain power
ovor them ; they are ready and willing to repeat the performance of
last night.” Tho piano then went through the hymn in the same
beautiful manner. I was for a few moments so awe-stricken that I
could not express my astonishment at this most startling display of
Spiritualism ; T confessed on the spot that I was a convert toit. 1low,
T ask, could I be otherwise? If secing is belioving, so in this case sure-
ly hearing is.  It, was my own piano, in my own home, and I there-
fore felt thoroughly certain, that [ could not in any way have been de-
ceived. I think, Mr Lditor, you will agree with me that this isa case
worthy of circulation. I enclose my card, and beg to subscribe myself
with all respeet &
CoNVERTED UNBELIEVER IN SPIRITUALISM.

HERR TOLMAQUE v, THE BROTHERS DAVENPORT.
[The following two letters were sent to the Morning Star, but declined.]

Sir,—llcrr Tolmaque claims to do the same things as are done in
the presence of the Brothiers Davenport and Mr Fay, but declines to
submit to the same conditions. Ile asserts, indeed, and the Flancur
supports the assertion, that he does the same things if not under the
same, under similar conditions, Why, then, does he not accept Mr
Palmer’s reiterated challenge ¢ Or, why does not the Flancur accept
it for him, and thereby carn the £100 for one of the London Charities ?

¢ Because,” retorts Herr Tolmaque, * Mr Palmer and his friends will
not acknowledge themsclves to be conjurors, and the phenomena to be
merely tricks of ledgerdemain’~that is, will not give up the whole point
in dispute! Modest Herr Tolmaque !

But it is asserted further that the conjuror does the same things as
the Brothers and Mr Iay do. ‘They assert they do ncthing, but are
perfectly passive instruments, and submit themselves to crucial tests
in proof. Other persons of intelligence and high moral and scientific
repute, after close examination, and after having been with them in
the cabinet, affirm the same thing. In this the Brothers and their
friends have not *‘now shifted their ground,” as their opponent statcs,
but have consistently maintained the same position from the beginning.
The Conjuror, and his confrére, the Flaneur, have with equal consis-
tency, and, assuredly, in the face of contrary evidence, with no less
effrontery, maintained their original charges—prejudgments though
they were, not only unsupported by evidence, but against the positive
testimony of men at least as qualified to judge as themselves. Eachof
them, moreover, has his own test, which, when submitted to, we areto
assume will be final: the Flaneur claims admission to the cabinet
during the performance therein : Ierr Tolmaque stipulates that only
one of the mediums shall be admitted into the dark room * chosen by
yoursclf and literary friends or contemporarics,” and that he shall
simply hold him. These conditions cornplied with, and the passivity
of the mediums thus demonstrated while the phenomena take place as
usual, our distinguished literary Free-lance and the Professor of
Ledgermain will torthwith declare themselves converts.

‘Well, and if it were all so, is the public thereby to be convineed ?
Am T to accept the evidence of individuals who start with assumptions
of roguery in men of whom they know nothing, and who for aught we
know may be as good as themselves, possibly better, and on pure
negations, maintain their assumptions, Jin defiance of weighty and
positive testimony to the contrary ? The first condition of a trust-
worthy writer in such a case is, surely, impartiality ; the capacity to
suspend judgment until proof shall have been received. The next,
that he has no moral inability to believe in the possible integrity of
untried men.  Anyone who commences with a pre-judgment of matters
of which le isobliged to confess total ignorance, does not commend
himself as possessing qualifications necessarily rendering Ais testimony
reliable.  What shall we say of one who not only does this, but does it
with insult, pertinaciously reiterates the insult, and then claims to be
treated as a gentleman of candour 2 To Mr Palmer and his friends
he says, you are “sailing under false colours.” You are mere
conjurors, and you know that I know it.  True, you assert the
contrary ; have even made aflidavit thereof ; have satisfied not a few
h.onourable men, and even & very learned committee of savans and
literary men in this metropolis, that the phenomena, however produced
are not conjuring tricks ; but I know better ; these men were simply
dupes, and you are knaves ! You are, in fact, excuse me, but I must
say it, liars and impostors ; and, wuntil you confess as much, I connot
have anything to do with you, But if you will, &e. &c.

_ Every reader of the controversy must acknowledge that this is the
simple English of both Herr Tolmaque’s and the Flancur's proposals,
and literally very little of aparody of their gentlemanly style. Now,
though it would be very condescending of Mr Palmer and his friends
to ignore these insults, and try to convert their utterers, I have
yet to learn that the public would be much served thereby. The
Spiritualists will doubtless consider that Spiritualism can better be
without them, than they can be without it. And as far as their influ-

_énce with the public, if the testimony of those who have already spoken
be incredible, the reception of theirs is at least a matter of no small
doubt. Why, for instance, should I reccive the evidence of the Flaneur,
and reject that of Mr Charles Reade, who, as the Flaneur states, has
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been in the cabinet ?  Both are equally unknown to me; and so far
as names go, the one, to me, is just as good as the other. Again, Herr
Tolmaque would not be the first conjuror who has been bafiled by the
Brothers, and foreed to confess to the presence of an intelligent, inde-
pendent power wholly above his art, comprchension, ov control; and
why should I believe the one more than the other 7 So that, though
the conjuror were, on his own conditions, converted, and though he
did “become the staunchest advocate of Spiritualism,” I doubt
extremely whetherthc outlying mass of Scepticism especially Seepticism
of the type of his own and the Flancur’s, would be very much moved
by the fact. There would not be wanting querists to mete to them
the measure they had micted to others withal, modestly insinuating
“ had they, too, not been bought with a price ?”

Very possibly this would do them no little good. It would cnable
them to realize at least how their imputations have affected other
persons, and probably lift them into a somewhat loftier atmosphere of
thought and emotion. The effect upon the public would probably
be in the inverse ratio of their own conceit; but upon themselves
even this fact might not be witheut salutary results. As fur as the
objects of the Davenports and Dr Ferguson are concerned, and all
whom I have met who have made the intimate acquaintance of these
gentlemen believe that at least one of their objects, (and that, without
doubt in the case of Dr Ferguson, the supreme object) is the propaga-
tion of truth,and of a truth in the highest degree interesting, and im-
portant to mankind ; —as far, I say, as these objects are concerned, it is
conceivable that the opposition of the Flancur and his confrére may be
of more service than their advocacy. Herr Tolmaque, in fuct seems
tobe quitealive to thissupposition ; and, though I believe he has himself
reaped far more advantage from the notoriety than he has conferred,
with the true instinet of his class he does not hesitate to withdraw
public attention from this inference, and from the fact that he might
lhiave privately accepted Mr Palmer’s challenge, by suggesting that to
be the motive of his opponent which is obviously his own. In this
case the axiom is very plainly applicable, ‘as one does himself he
suspeets his neighbours.”  Herr Tolmnaque is no doubt an adroit con-
juror ; but in morals he sometimes overreaches himself, and in this
case the public will see through his artifice.

To revert to the question of real public interest, ¢ What is the truth
concerning the Davenport manifestations ?’ it may be permitted me;to
suggest that this must bo determined by the invostigation of somewhat
more impartial minds than those of the Flaneur and Herr Tolmaque.
There seems to be some hope of this, if the ¢“board of scientific
gentlomen,” to whom Mr Palmer refers, will do their work thoroughly
and report the result. In the meantime, if your contributor and his
protégé, the conjuror, will roflect upon the fact, that phenomena
analogous in kind, though varying in degree, are alleged by hundreds
of sano men of honour, intelligence and probity, to happen in their
own houscholds, under conditions precluding tho hypothesis of
logordomain, it may tond to beget in thomsolves a state of mind,
which, whilst it does not in pair their ability to delect imposture, may
enablo them to adinit the possibility of facts cqually beyond their
oxperience, and above their comprehonsion, and, by consequence, save
them from the egregious auducity of branding men as impostors, of
whom they know comparatively nothing, simply because they aflirm
facts irroconcileable with their philosophy. If notwithstanding such
considerations, they still persist in insulting gentlemen as a preliminary
to co-operation in scicntific investigutions, let them not be surprised if
they be left outside.—1 am, sir, yours respectfully,

18t January, 1865. AxpREW LEIGHTON.

LETTER FROM THE MIESSRRS. DAVENTPORT.
(Tothe Epiron of the SPiRtruAL TiMES.)

S1i,—1It is well-known to tho readers of the “Morning Star,” that
since tho defeat of the F'laneur, in his abortive effort to convince the
public that wo are sorry mountebanks, that the columns of that paper
have been devoted to the interests of a class of charlatans and mounte-
banks who have poured forth an unmeasured torrent of abuse, which we
should not condescend to notice had not the Bditcr himsolf endorsed
their miserable imitations of fucts which he himself witnossed,&m@ dare
not deny. Tho following letter was sent to him for insertion in the
« Morning Star,” but with characteristic cowardice, and a total dis-
regard for fair play—of which Englishmen boast—contemptiblo in the
extreme, he refused its publication :—

(To the Editor of the Morning Star.)

S1r,—Permit us to state through your columns, that for tho last three
months we have been before the London public, and have engagod the
attention of many of the most distinguished men of the country who
are notod for sound judgment and great sagacity. That wo have, both
in public and private, boon subjected to the most critienl and search-
ing examinations, under circumstances most favourable for tho detec-
tion of fraud. And if any amount of unimpeachable tostimony from
clear-sighted, hard-headed practical Englishmen, could convince the
public of tho reality of our claims, there cortainly could remain no
longer any doubt. We assert, and without tho foar of successful con-
tradiction, that we have honourably and openly met all opposition, not
only from tho public at largo. but from a class of third-rate trickstora,
who, not being ablé'to grin a living by their bungling trickery, have
resorted to the contbmptible “dodge’ of traffickingin our reputation.
To their challenges and threats of exposure, we, in compliance with
the wishes of our friends, condescended to meet them under circam-
stances where théro could be no possible chance of collusion on our
part, without a complete and open exposuro in the presence of persons
of high standing, whose testimony our friends insisted could not he
doubted. The consequences were that Anderson and Tolmaque both
refused to meet us, the latter on the ridiculous plea that as long as we
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sailed under false colours he would have nothing to do with us. From
that time to the present neither of them havo taken any notice of Mr
Palmer's standing challenge. On another occasion we consented to a
private scaunce with the * Flancur,” at which he wished two pro-
fossional ropetyers to act as committee men, tho results were the
same a8 thoy always are withus, a perfect success of all the phenomena
which usually occur in our presence. And now, in conclusion, we will
say that wo will not condescend to notice further the pretensions of
men who malke it o business to prey upon our reputation.
Wo are, sir, yours &c,,
IrRA Enasrvs Davexronr,

W. H. Davenrorrt.

—

BPIRIT MESSAGES.

In a list of questions awaiting the reply from the spirits wero tho
following :~—* Do our spirits actually visit the scenes of our dreams, or
is it merely impressional ?*’  Also—‘Can you e¢xplain through me
the ‘ mystic memory ?°” The following being, in one message, a
reply to both, and showing the connection between the two questions,
was given this morning, October 7th, 1864 :—

“ Mystic memory ,is one of Ythe mysterious workings of the spirit,
when disconnected from the body. It is produced in thoso peculiar
constitutions susceptible to it, by the same kind of process as the
dreams of everyday life arc produced. In dreams the spirit roves freo
of the body in its slecping state. A dreamless stato is not possible.
Although the body has no remembrance that is no proof, or rather it
is the proof, that the spirit has passed away to other scenes, moro
completely forsaking the body.  In such states somo spirits visit again
and again the same persons, whose spirits, as it were, attract thom
magnetically. "Tho spirits grow together into intimate intorcourse,
disclosing thus the secrets of the carth life. I'ruly, to bereally alono
is never known. These spirits may, and constantly do, never meet in
the body. When by a strange coincidence this does occur, then takes
place the astonishing instances of mystic memory, and man, if he but
knew the sccret of it, would lecarn how entircly spirit life can be
scparated from earth life, even whilst they are conjoinod for material
purposes. 'This is the mysterious working of clairvoyance, with this
difference : a clairvoyant requires the assistance of the magnetic fluid
of another individual, to condense, so to speak, her powers, and bring
them into utterance. With the mysteries of mystic memory, as thero
has been no attempt to bring about the condensation, inasmuch as the
process of spirit intercourse goes on during nature’ssleep, and is never
connected with outer-life, unless the body-forms meet, so the differcnce
is more in degree, or extornal appearance, than in reality,

# Spirit-life, both in conncetion with und in separation from body-
life, forms one great supernatural whole. Lot not vain man think it
in his power to solve all problems of cxistence, or even whilst in the
body to be able to fathom the workings of the supernatural that is the
very atmosphere he breathes. The drawing aside of tho dark veil, by
the aid of spirit intercourse can only in a very obscure and partial
manner teach you aught of apirit life. The earth-body, in its cloak of
earth-bound sin, must long be s hindrance almost unsuperable.
Ounly gradually will the good overpower the evil, until at last all will
come out clear and bright in the spirit life and light. T.cave off, my
child.” *

(To be Continued.)

APPARITION IN A WILL CASE.

(From * Visits from the World of Spirits,” 1791.)

The doctor was sitting alone by the fire, ecither in his study or
in his parlour, in Broad-strect, where he lived, and reading a book,
his door being fast shut and locked ; he was well assured thero
was no oue in the room but himself, when accidentally raising his
head a little, he was exceedingly surprised to see sitting in an elbow
chair at the other side of the fire place or chimney, an ancient
grave gentleman in a black velvet grown, a long wig, and looking
with a pleasing countenance towards the doctor as if going to
gpeak,

Thie doctor, as we may reasonably suppose, was greatly surprised
at the sight of him, and indeed ths sceing him as sitting in the
chair waus the most likely to be surprising ; because the doctor
knowing the door to be locked, and then seeing a man sitting in a
chair, he must immediately and at first sight conclude him to be a
spirit or apparition, or devil, call it as you will.  IIad he scen
bim come in at the door, ho might have supposed Lim to be really
a gentleman come to speak with him, and might think he had
omitted fastening the door, as he intended to hava done,

The doctor appeared in great disorder at the sight, as ho acknow-
ledged to those to whom he told the story,and from whom (says my
author) I received this account with very little remove of hands
between,

The spectre it scems began, for the doctor had not courage at
first, he said, to speak to it ; I say the spectre or apparition spoke
first, and desired the doctor not to be frightened, nor to be sur-
prised, for that he would not do him any hurt ; but that he came
to him upon a matter of great importance to an injured family,
which was in great danger of Leing ruined ; and though he (the
doctor) was a stranger to the family, yet knowiug him to be o
man of integrity, he had pitched upon him to do an act of very
great charity, as well as justice ; and that he could depend upon

im for a punctual performance,

The doctor was not at first compesed enough to receive the
introduction of the business with a due attention, but seemed
rather inclined to get out of the room if he could, and once or
twice made some attempt to knock for some of the family to come
up, at which the apparition appeared a little displeased.

But it seems he did not; for, as the doctor said, he had no
power to go out of the room if he had heen next the door, or to
knock for help if any had been at hand.

But here tho apparition seeing the doctor still in confusion,
desired him again to compose himself, for he would not do him
the least injury, or offer anything to make him uneasy; but
desired that he would give him leave to deliver the business he
came about, which when he had heard, perhaps he would sec less
cause to be surprised or apprehensive than he did now.

By this time, and by the calm way of discourse above mentioned,
the doctor recovered himgelf so much, though not with any kind
of comnposure, as to speak.

In the name ot God, says the doctor, what art thou?

I desired you would not be frightened, says the apparition to
him again; I am a stranger to you, and if Itell you my name,
you do not know it, but you may do the business without
cnquiring.

The doctor continued discomposed and uneasy, and said nothing
for some time.

The apparition spoke again to him not to be surprised, and
received only for answer the old ignorant question,

In the name of God, who art thou ?

Upon this, the spectre seemed displeased, as if the doctor had
not treated him with respect : and expostulated a little with him,
telling him he could have terrified him into a compliance, but he
chose to come calmly and quietly to him : and used some other
discourses, so civil and obliging, that by this time he began to be
a little more familiar, and at length the doctor asked.

What is it you would have with me ?

At this, the apparition, as if gratified with the question, began
his story thus:

I lived in the county of Somerset, where I left a very good
estate which my grandson enjoys at this time. Bat he is sued for
the possession by my two nephews, the sous of my younger brother.

Here he gave his own name, the name of his younger brother,
and the namcs of hig two nephews; but I am not allowed to
publish the names in this relation, nor might it be proper for
,any reasons.

The doctor then jnterrupted, apd asked him how long the
grandson had been in possession of the estate ; which he told him
was seven years, intimating that he had been so long dead.

Then he went on, and told him that his nephews would be too
hard for his grandson in the suit, and would deprive him of the
mansion-house and estate ; so that he would be in danger of being
entirely ruined, and his family reduced.

Still the doctor could not see into the matter, or what he could
do to romedy the evil that threatened the family, and therefore
asked him some questions, for now they began to be a little better
acquainted than at first,

ays the doctor, and what am I able to do in it, if the law be
against him ?

Why, says the spectre, it is not that the nephews have any
right ; but the grand deed of scttlement, being the conveyance of
the inheritance is lost : and for want of that deed they will not be
able to make out their title to the estate.

Well, says the doctor, and still what can I do in the case ?

Why, says tho spectre, if you will go down to my grandson’s
house, and take such persons with you as you can trust, I will
give you such instructions as that you shall find out the deed or
settlement, which lies concealed in a place where I put it with
my own hands, and where you shall direct my grandson to take it
out in your presence.

Bat why then cannot you direct your grandson himself to do
this ? says the doctor,

Ask me not about that, says the apparition, there are divers
reasons which you may know hereafter. I can depend upon your
honesty in it, in the meantime, and you may so dispose of matters
that you shall have your expenses paid you, and be handsomely
allowed for your trouble. ‘

After this discourse, and several other expostulations, (for the
doctor was not easily prevailed upon to go, till the specire seemed to
look angrily and even to threaten him for refusing,) he did at
last prowmise to go.

Having obtained a promiso of him, he told him he might let his
grandson know he Liad formerly conversed with his grandfather,
(but not how lately, or in what manner,) and ask to seo the house;
and that in such an upper room or loft, he should see a deal of
old lumber, old coffers, old chests, and such things as were out of
fashion now, thrown by, and piled up upon one another, to make
room for fashionable furniture, cabinets, chests of drawers, and
the like.

That, in such a particular corner, was such a certain old chest,
with an old broken lock upon it, and a key in it, which could
neither be turned in the lock, nor pulled out,

In that chest, says he, and in that place, lies the grand deed or
charter of the estate, which conveys the inheritance, and without

which the family will be turned out of doors.
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After this discourse, the doctor promised to go down into the
country and dispatch this important commission. The apparition
putting on a very pleasant and smiling aspect, thanked him, and
disappeared.

(To be Continued.)

—

NOTICE!—THE SPIRITUAL LYCLUM,
NEWMAN STREET, OXFORD STREET.

The Inaugural Soiree will take place on Sunday evening,
January 22nd, 1865. Addresses will be given by Dr. J. B.
Ferausox, Mr J. M. SpeAr, and other gentlemen, inter-
spersed with a selection of choice Vocal and Instrumental
Music. The proceedings will commence at half-past six.
Admission Free to Spiritualists.
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THE DYING SISTER.
(From the German of Christian Stolberg.)

Rosebud! None of May’s daughters loveliest,
With sparkling dew of dawn upon their braw,
Treasures of odour in their stainless breast,
Attire sublime, shone half so sweet as thou.

And now, O Rose of Roses, Flower of Flowers,
Thy noble head is languishing and faint ;
Anew, thou Rosebud, in a few brief hours,
Bloomest in Eden, an immortal saint.

A cooling balm, a solace opulent,

The Tree of Life Lternal pours on thee;
And to thy pangs, soft summer airs are sent
By palms of victory; Rose, thou art free.

Each of thy tortures blossoms to a bough,
Wherewith to weave thy grand, unfading crown ;
Serenc, thou gazest, as if angels now
Were flying with this godlike garland down.
In speechless anguish, weeping, I drew near;
But thou didst smile, and thou art smiling yet;
The more thou smilest, Rose, my breast to cheer,
The kecner, O beloved, is my regret.
‘Wirrram Macearr.

I ——

REMARKABLE SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.
(¥rom the Banner of Light.)

There is living in this place an accomplished engraver, who has
latterly been somewhat a subject for the control of unseen powers,
and has for some little time past been made to write characters like
the Chinese, etc. Ilis hand mechanically writes legibly,'in the style
usual to most writing mediums of that class. He is also made to
draw pencil pictures of likenesses and landscapes, which are very
fine. Last Saturday, Sept. 24th, the artist was made to produce
a landscape drawing of about fourteen inches in length, in a little
less than twenty minutes. On Sunday morning last, he desired
to find a suitable frame in which to preserve the picture, and
noticing the one containing the picture of President Lincoln,
concluded it would answer, and he would give * Father Abraham”
a better enclosure. So the representation of the President was
removed, and the new landscape was taken up to be placed in the
frame, when there were discovered, on the white part of the sheet
Just above the drawing, two large drops of blood, (so it appeared,)
and a small spatter of the same. Ths artist tried to remove the
stains, but it is sad to find that he has been unable to doso. They
still remnined there when I saw the picture. Soon after the occur-
rence of the blood, the medium’s hand was controlled and wrote as
follows :

“ Friexp or Progress—We have given you a good test of
spirit power, by showing you in your spirit drawing a symbol of
the times—a removal of Lincoln from his present office g repre-
sented by symbol. The stains of blood you witness on your draw-
ing signify that you may look for times of blood in case another
party takes the place of your present executive,”

I have been as brief in the above narration as I well could.

L. K. Cooxrzy.

Srirrruan Sureniorrry.—The sanctified soul should be like the sun
in this, which, though it worketh upon all these inferior bodies, and
cherisheth them by light and influence, yet is not moved nor wrought
upon by them again, but keepeth its own lustre and distance; so our
spirits, being of a heavenly breed, should rule other things beneath
them, and not be ruled by them.—Siunes.

Circumstances.—If all be well within, nothing can hurt us from
without.—TAyLoR.

THE SPIRITTU

ES.

PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS.
(From the Banner of Light.)

Will you permit me, Mr Editor, to give you a few details con-
cerning & seance held at my house on the 14th of November,
through the mediumship of Miss Jeunie Lord? We were
favoured with most excellent music on violins by Messrs Watson
and Burr—music that * took the imprisoned soul and wrapped it
in Elysium.” Among others who witnessed these wonderful mani-
festations were W. P. Anderson, J. V. Mansfield, Dr Larkin, Mr
IIyde, and several ladies. The music was fully appreciated by
the spirits, who responded in a scientific manner, keoping perfect
time as these instruments were floating in the air, oceasionally
touching different persons composing the circle. No one there
who listened to the war dance performed by Black Hawk, and felt
the vibration on the floor, could doubt his power, for he gave
evidence that he at least was not an airy phantom. It would
far exceed the limits of a letter to relate all the phenomena that
occurred during the séance—rolling of barrels, and other sounds
imitated ; Dr Larkin's spectacles were taken from his head, a
handkerchief from Mrs Anderson’s pocket, and tied in a most
grotesque form j a cord placed about her neck ; n glass containing
Hlowers, brought from a shelf, was handed around ; water placed to
the lips of several persons. In presenting the glass to me, the
water was accidentallyspilled. I naturally complained of such treat-
ment. Immediately a hand, soft and palpable to the touch, wiped
my face with a cloth in the most gentle and caressing mauner.
This was repeated, and the hand laid on my head, a signal given
by my own Indian guide ; bells were rung nearly all the while,
but in good time with the music. The spirits were in high good
humour, and repeatedly called for more lively tunes, and the
earthly musicians were very obliging. A table was drawn across
the floor, all the instrumnents removed from a table devoted to
their use, and placed upon aunother beautifully arranged. All this
and more occurred, although the circle was broken by three
persons leaving the room. Altogether it was the most wonderful
and convineing wmanifestation I ever witnessed, and it seems to me
that it could not be better by any spirits, in or out of the body.
No one can wonder ab the refinement of these manifestations who
is acquainted with Miss Lord ; she is gentle, pure and good. Her
sweetness of disposition, her childlike faith in her spirit-guides
attach them to her, and their ever-watchful care over her is indeed
a blessing.

During the night, after we had retired to rest, wo were favoured
with raps and ringing of the bells,

At the close of the séauce, the spirit of Miss Sprague promised
to perform on an instrument which she described. She also con-
trolled the medium to speak poetry once in my presence.

For a few weeks past Miss Lord has been giving very fine mani-
festations at Vincentown, N. J,, at the house of Mr II. I. Budd,
a gentleman who is progressive, and a Spiritualist in theory and
practice. 1le has, in connection with another believer in the faith
purchased a church in an Orthodox neighbourhood. It will he
devoted to the use of Spiritualists. May success attend all such
reformers.  Yours for progress,—J. M. Jackson.

pra——=N

REASON.

‘We must distinguish between those things that are above Reason
and incomprehensible, and things that are against Reason and utterly
inconceivable. Some things are above reason in regard of their
transcendant excellency, or distance from us ;—the Divine Essence, the
eternal Decrees, the hypostatical unjon, are such high and glorious
objects, that it is an impossible enterprise to comprehend them; the
intellectual eye is dazzled by their overpowering light. We can
have but an imperfect knowledge of them : and there is no just cause
of wonder that supernatural revelation should speak incomprehensible
things of God. For heis a singular and admirable Being, infinitely above
the ordinary course of nature. The maxims of philosophy are not to
be extended to him. We must adore what we cannot fully understand.
But those things are against Reason, and utterly inconceivable, that
involve o contradiction and have a natural repugnancy to our under-
standings, which cannot conceive anything that is formally impossible,
and there is no such doctrine in the Christian Religion.—Dr. BaTss.

PLAINNESS OF RELIGIoN.—It is more healthful and nutritive to dig
the earth, and to eat of her fruits, than to stare upon the greatest
glories of the heavens, and live upon the beams of the sun ; so un-
satisfying a thing is rapture and transportation to thesoul; it often
distracts the faculties, but seldom does advantage piety, and is full of’
danger in the greatest of its lustre. . . . . If the person be n}udq un-
quiet, unconstant, proud, pusillanimous, of high opinion, pertinacious,
and confident in certain judgments, or desperate, it is certsin they are
temptations and illusions ; so that as 'all our duty consists in the
ways of repentance and acquisition of virtue, so there rests all our
safety, and by consequenca all our solid joys; and this is the effect of

ordinary, pious, and regular meditations.—TAYLOR.

HuMiLity.—If thou desire the love of God and man, be humble;
for thoproud heart, as it loves none but itself, so it is beloved of none
but by itself. The voice of humility is God’s musie, and thesilence of
humility is God's rhetoric. Humility enforces, where neither virtue
nor strength can prevail, nor reason.—~QUARLES.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

We have received several names as yearly subscribers of One Guinea
to the Spiritual Lyccum. ‘We shall be glad to receive others, and
sghall shortly publish alist of the subscriberg. Those who have already
given their names will favour us by forwarding their subscriptions.

Received—R.W.B. Enquirer Ruth.

Our readers will favour us by sending accounts of Apparitions, Hauntings
&e. We wish to give as many facts as our spnce will admit. Corres~
pondents should allow their names and nddresses to appear; accounts
of a supernatural character should be given to the public freo from all
suspicion.

All Advertisements, payable in advence, may be forwarded to Mr J, IL
Powell, SeIriTUAL L'1MES Oflice, 335, Strand, W.C.

Advertisements for insertion in the current week must reach the Office on
or before nine o’clock on Wednesday morning.

To Tur Tranpe.—The SerrtruaL Tives is published at Ten o'clock on

Friday morning, by Jos CavpweLL, 335, Strand, London, W.C.

THE SPIRITUAL TIMES BY POST.

To facilitate the obtairing of the Srikiruar TimEs, packets will be sent
direct from the Office post free to any part of the United Kingdom, by
remitting, in advance, as under—

1 copy 24., or for 13 wecks 3s. 34,

”» .y ' 5s. 5d, ’

68, 6d. "
6 , s, s 13s. 0d. w263, 0d, i 528,

Post Office Orders must be made payable to Job Caudwell, at the Strand
Post Office.

26 weeks 6s. 6d, 52 weeks 13s.
108, 6d. »  2ls,

S -y 3 135, 0d. ’ 26s.

List of Agents for the * Spiritual T7mes.”
Lanpoxn,—¥F, Pitmun, 20, Paternoster-row,
H. Vickers, Strand.
‘White, Lemple.
Arthur I, Gilby, Iallesville-road, Canning-town.
James Burns, Progressive Library, Camberwell,
Publishing Company, 147, Fieet-street.
A. Plummer, 48, Theobald’s-road, Holborn, Bloomsbury.
J. Roberts, 195, Shoreditch (opposite Great liastern Railway.
James Mushat, 249, High-street, Edinburgh,
Drew. 51, Golden Loane, Barbican,
Bravrorn—Joseph Lund.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,—Thomas P, Barkns, 49, Grainger-street,
Buienron,—Abbat, Queen’s-road.
K iNosTON-0N-T HAMES,— Bryden,
NoTTINGHAM,—J eddiah Hitcheock, Alfred-streot,
EASTBOURNE,—Mr. Applegate,
*,% We shall be glad to reccive additional naimes as Agents.
Mr and Mrs WarvLace hold Seances every Sunday, Monday, and ‘Tuesday
evening, at 7 o’clock, at 139, George’s-road, Holloway.

Just Published, 230 pages, price 1s. 6d.
The Life and Doctrines of Jesus, and John the

Baptist. An answer to
RENAN.
London: F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, E.C,

A NEW VOLUME OF POEMS PREPARING FOR THE PRESS.
HUMPHREY COLLINS, AND OTHER TOEMS,

T'e which ig prefixed an AuTontoerrPuY of the Author,
BY J. M. POWELL,
Author of Timon and other poems, &ec.
The price to Subscribers will be Iive Shillings.
Friends desirous of securing copies should kindly forward their names and
addresses 4p tho author, ¢ Spiritual Times’’ office, 335, Strand, W.C. as
only a lingled number of copies will be issued.

Health. in Nature,—a Practical Treatise, show-
ing hiw * Good Digestion waits on Appetite, and Ilealth on both.”
By R. Coorer. 'To be had of all Booksellers; I’rice 6d.

“ Ilealth in nature” is a little book all should read. It goes in the wa
of socinl seience, and in common-sense diction clears the path to health, It
is about the cheapest book of equal usefulness wo have had the pleasure to

read.~— Lastbourne Gazetle.
¥. Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row.

Murray Spear has taken his former Rooms,
* 146, late 7%, ALBANY STREET, REGENT’S PARK, N.W., Lon-

don, where he will continue as heretofore to use his mediumistic powers to

examine and prescribe for discase of body and mind ; and when so Improssed
he will delineate the character of persons who inay favour him with a call,
or he will read character by letter. .

1t is desirable to use thess powers, as far as practicable, without charge ;
but obligations must be met—daily bread must bo had. A half-guinea is
named as a home-fee; but they who are unable to give that sum may do
leas, and they who are uble are at liberty to do move. "All is consecrated to
the service of humanity. Business hours from 12 to 3 p.m,

Challs will also be received to visit the sick, or to hold private conversa
tions on rpiritual subjects, and to give public lectures on ¢ Spiritualisn,’
on “ Americw and her Institutions,”’ and otlfer themes of a moral, religiyus
and progressive character.

All Communications for the Davenports to be
acdrested to My, H. D, Palmmer, 308, Regent Street,

Nearly Ready, I8, L
L'ves of the Brothers Davenport, reprinted from

the * SpeiriTvAL Tixes”” By J. I Powell.” To bo had of the
Author, Post Free; Address—14, Newman-street, Oxford-street,
J. H. Powell, author of “8piritualism, its Facts
and Phases,” and Editor of the Spiritual Times,

I8 open to engagements to Lecture on Spiritunlism, Mosmerism, &e,
Address—14, Newman-street, Oxford-streot,

: ~
Printed nt the Strand Printing Office, and Published, for the Proprietor, MF

- - o

Just Published. Cloth, flscp. 8vo., 170 p.p., price 2s., Post Free, 26 stamps.
Spiritualism : its TFacts and Phases, Illustrated

with Personal Experiences, and Fac-similos of Spirit-Writing, by J.
H. POWELL.
As an individual contribution to the general mass of testimony on this
great topic of the age, itis very valuable,—TFilliam Howitt,

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he received to queries are remark-
able, and as he is evidently a truthful writer we cannot do other than advise
tho public to consult the work.—2ublic Opinior, March 12th, 1864,

Mauy be obtained of the Author, 14, Newman-strect, Oxford-street.

NEW MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS.

ur Rifles are Ready ! Hurrah! (a Song for
Volunteers.) Words by T. SHonrTeR ; Music by . Coorer.) Easy
aud Bffective.

The Evening Star. TPart Song, with voice parts complete.
The two compositions are published together, and can be had post free,

for 18 stamps.

“#Two first-class pieces.—Brighton Guardian.
MEerzLER & Co., London and Brighton,

Also by the same Composer, I'rico 2s, each,

ver the Downs (Words by J. 1I. Powell).—

Song and Chorus as sung with great applause at the Philharmonic
Hall, Islington.

Thekla’s Song (from Schiller’s Piccolomini.)
The Better Land (Words by Mrs. Hemans.)
I {Izivcl:( Something to Tell you To-Night, Love (Words by
« Lioker,
The Chris)tmas Hymn.—Solo, Duet, and Chorus.
3% The abovo Pieces can be obtained at Half-price.

“Mr. Cooper has the peculiar faculty of associating with his compositions

the very lifo and spirit of the poetry. He weds the words to melodies

which add to their power, and invest them with speechful beauty.”—
Brighton Gaette,

London : NoveLro & Co., 69, Dean-street, Soho.
Second Edition, One Shilling, Post Free.

Clairvoyance, Hygienic and Medical.

Dixon, M.D,

By Jacob

Job Caudwell, 335, Strand, London, W.C,

Published every Saturday, Thirty-two Pages, Price 2d.
Pubhc Opinion, a Comprehensive Epitome of
the Press throughout the World.

PUBLIC OPINION gives tho Comments of the various leading
Journals—DBritish, Colonial, and Continental—on all important current
topics, an elaborate summary of Contemporary Events, an extensive Selec-
tion of General Miscellancous Intelligence, and a copious varicty of Liter-
ary and Popular Reading.

The Annual Subascription (post free, payable in advance) is 13s. PUBLIC
OPINION is published in time for Friday evening’s post, and sold at all
Railway Bookstalls and by all Booksellers and Newsagents throughout the
Kingdom and the colonics,

Tost-oflice Orders to bo made payable to J. SEAMAN, Publisher and

Manager,
Oftice, 11, Southampton Street, Strand.

Job Caudwell’s list of Publications to be obtained

through all Booksellers or Post-freo from the Publisher, 335, Strand.
London, W.C. Dost-office orders to bo made payable at the StrandOffice.

Clairvoyance, Hygienic and Medicul. By Jacob Dixon,

L.S.A. Becond edition. 1ls.
Dealings with the Dead. By P, B. Randolph. 4s. 6d.

Electrical Psychology (Philosophy of); a Course of |12
Lectures. By Rev J ohn B. Dods. With portrait of the author. 4s. 6d.
Fascination ; or, the Philosophy of Charming. Illustrating
the Principles of Life in connection with Spirit and Matter. By John B.
Newman, M.D. 6th thousand. Wrapper, 3s.; cloth, 4s, 6d.
Harmouia (The Great), being a philoscphical revelation of
the Natural, Spiritual, and Celostinl Universe. By A. J. Davis. Vol.
1, Tho Physician, 63, Vol 2, The Teacher, 6s. Vol. 3, The Scer, 6s.
Vol. 4, Tho Reformer, 6s.  Vol. 5, The Lhinker, 6s.

Magic Staff, Life of A. J. Davis, by himself. . )
Mesmerism and Clairvoyance (1I;hilosophy of). Six Lectures,
with instructions. By John Bovee Dodds, 1s, 6d.

Mesmerism in connection with Popular Superstitions.

J. W. Jackson. Cover, 29.
Mesmerism (Lectures on), By J. W. Jackson, 1.

Mesmerism, in its relation to Health and Disease, and the
Present State of Mcdicine. By W. Neilson, Esq. Cloth, 3s. 6d.

Mesmerism {Tlandbook of], for the Guidance and Instruc-
tion of all porsons who desire to practise Mesmerism for the Care of Dis-
eases, and to alleviate tho sufforings of their Fellow Creatures, with an
account of the Mesmeric Infirmary. By T. Buckland, Cloth, 1s.

Mesmerism [Mighty Curative Powers of ] proved in 150 cases
of various Discases. By Thomas Capern. Cloth, 2s,

Mesmerist (the Tilustrated Practical—Curative and Scientific)
by William Davey, Third edition. 2s. Coloured plates, 3s.

Here the Student will find his guide; the sick man his hopo; the
healthy man his sensative power; the physician an importaut aid ; the
philanthropist a new tleld for labour; and the man of Science materials,
the most sublime structure the world has ever seen.

By
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Roperr Coorkr, of Lasttourne, in the County of Sussex, by Job Caudwell-
335, Strand, London, W.C. Baturday, January 14, 1865,
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