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SATAN’S SIR ORACLE.

‘ 'Fhe Rev, E. Nangle is at it again. He seems never more
:l‘cllghted than when he can abuse the apostles of Spiritualism,
There is no half-measure policy in him and very little mercy.
He i3 the great Sir Oracle of Satan; talk about the
poor Pope! why ? the Roman spiritual ruler sinks iato insig-
nificance compared with Nangle’s assumptive dictatorial,
discreditable impiety of judgment. “Judge not, lest ye be
judged,” is a text he does not believe in; perhaps he thinks
it is a translator’s interpolation. Be that as it may, Le has
got the evangelical spasms. Pray kind reader, promise us
you will not imitate his bad graces before we point them out.
The Rev. K. Nangle, as most spiritualists know, issued a
tract. against Spiritualism, which has caused a semsation in
certa.x'n quarters. In this tract he details a few personal
t.'.fpemences which, we conceive, shew that he, or some friend of
his, got into conversation at a seance with a spirit, (a lying one
of course) “ who, on being catechised, confessed himself to be
the devil.” Upon this voluntary confession hangs the whole
tale. Mr. Nangle believed the spirit (the devil), wrote his
tract and set the pious of his own church in a furor. Isit
not straflge that a clergyman should so far trust the devil
as to believe him ?  In doing so he must give old Nick credit
for some honesty. Our opinion is, if the lying spirit had said
he was the angel Gabriel, Mr. Nangle would then have dis-
credited his statement. Thusit appez;.rs that the rev. gentleman
got the answer he wanted, and out came his tract. It is an
old saying, “birds of a feather flock together.» We think it
apropos to this case.  Nangle and the devil meeting and

conversing together musf evinee their mutual tastes. C
The Achill Missionary Herald for April, contains a tirade
of satanic abuse of Mr. Howitt and oursclves, which we think
only Satan's Sir Oracle cowld fulminate. Let it be henceforth
known, that the Rev. E. Nangle, having conversed by
})‘l'oxy with the devil, and having found him honesé,
c:: l"1(:1(1191'1::11.(en to serve him instead of the Saviour. There
no mistaking this fact on reading the article in The

Aehill Missionary Herald. It is said that the father of lies

¢ . ) .
luoted seripture. So does Mr. Nangle ; in that case the tw

alike. It will be remembered by some of our readers that
Mr. William Howitt addressed a long letter to Mr. J. H.
Powell in praise of his work  Spiritualism, its Facts and
Phases.” In that letter the writer gave a homcepathic dose
%o the Lewes “ defenders of the Faith,” who, *hooted, yelled,
and made a riot” at Mr. Cooper's lecture in that town.
The Rev. K. Nangle quotes the principal part of Mr. Howitt’s
letter, and then proceeds to do the devil's bidding by distorting
and strangling the text, and furiously denouncing Mr.
Howitt, and we, of the Spiritual Times. Listen—Mr.
Howitt in his letber to Mr. Powell says, * the best that can
be said of modern theology, as sold and taught by the clergy
who purchase the right to sell it is, that it is An Enormous
Humbug!”  Satan’s Sir Oracle, Nangle, retorts—*2Jr.
Howitt denounces every phasc of Christianity as an Lnormous
Humbug.” Here is a ripe specimen of genuine Christian
practice, to substitute wilfully, the word Christianity for
theology. Oh, Mr. Nangle! Mr. N angle! it is time you turned
from the error of your ways, and becoming penitent forbore to
deal out further scandal. Mr. Howitt wrote against theology,
not Christianity. Will Mr. Nangle say that theology is
Christianity ? If so, then what evangelical bickerings, shams
and shames, will need to be adopted in the place of the
simple and lovable doctrines free irom formalism, which Clirist
propounded !

Mr. Howitt does not denounce every phase of Christiaaity
nor even every phase of theology. He qualifies his words by
introducing * as sold and taught by the clerqy who purchase
the right to sell it»  And is it not an enonaous humbug to
call the bartering of Church livings Christianity 7 No other
country in the world save England, can be charged with dis-
posing of the right to preach to the sons of men under the
auctioneer’s hammer. The most fitting person to take up the
cross of Faith, according to modern Church custom, is not he
whose soul is rich in the knowledge of Christ, but he who can
offer the most of his worldly riches for a living. While
this disgraceful practice of buying and selling Church livings
is in vogue, who can say that phase of modern theology is not
an Enormous Humbug? v

Several quotations from the Spiritual Times are contained
in the article in question. A letter signed ** An Atheist” s
quoted. Mention is made of another correspondent whom
Mr. Nangle accuses of  blaspheming the deity of our Lord.”
Mr. Hovitt is'said to address his letter *“ to a brother necra-
mancer”” Mr. R. Cooper is likewise pronounced “a necro-
mancer,” and Mr. Howitt is finally credited with all the
wgtult” with which *“he asks us to supplement the loly
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Mr. Nangle does not care to see both sides; it would not
perhaps suit his purpose. Why does he not say that the
Spiritual Times opens its columns to a full and free discussion
of spiritunl themes; and that neither its Editor nor Mr.
Howitt can be held responsible for the special opinions of the
writers. There i3 almost as much justice in tacking the
opinions of correspondents to our paper, on.to the sleeve of
Mr. Howitt, as there would be in pinning the Satanie
extravagances of Mr. Nangle on to the sleeve of the
Bishop of London. A more fullsome exhibition of igno-
rant vanity, clothed in cvangelical garbage, than this article of
Satan’s Sir Oracle, we scarcely think it possible to display,
If the Rev. Bditor of the Achill Missionary Herald can dis-
play nothing more than assumptive bombast and t'urioxfs
insult, it is a sad thing for the Christian faith that he is
& recognised missionary.  We ghould like to ascertain, if
possible, how many clergymen of the Church of lngland
would be bold evough to aceept Mr. Nangle as their repre-
scutative.  He says his ¢ exposure of Spiritualism is regarded
by its disciples with evident uncasiness.”

Here he errs. We never knew a single intelligent spiritual-
ist who was disposed to uneasiness from a perusal of it. We
never knew one who did not consider its teachings ridiculous.
For our own part our ** uneasiness” was such as to induce us
to advertise it for the author in the columns of the Spiritual
Dimes. Why nced we fear or feel uneasy? Mr. Nangle's
exposure, according to his own confession, grew oub of his
interview with the devil. Had it been with one of the angels
e wight possibly have grown a little uneasy ; as it is we
have so long been taught to look upon Satan as being the
embodiment of eraftiness, and from Mr. Nangle's own writings
have been brought to the conviction that, although he may
make u tolerable companion for ¢ the old gentleman,” he is
o mateh for him, as his wretchedly poor exposure of the truth
proves, we thercfore feel no shadow of uneasiness. - We heg
to introduce, by way of dessert, the following rhymes, which
we composed on an oceasion when we might have been caught
laughing at Mr. Nangle's interview with old Nick:

The Devil is saddled with all that is true,

Aud the Devil knows well it i3 not bhis duy;

But the stiff-starclied pursons, like Nungle of Skreen,
With a jealous regard for thoir clotl, I wéen,

Have ull of o sudden discovered the facts—

Which prove that spirits, withous paying their tax,
Discourse about Scripture, and rites of the Church,
Aud leave thoe slock clergy at home on their perch.
But lest the bold spirits should save a fuw souls,

By proving that death is a path to the goals

Where sinner and saint have their portions at last,~
"The pursons shout “ Devil” with a furious blust,—
Aund Nick, the old serpent! with conrtesy free,
Accepts the proud homage, and ehucklos with glee,
As he thinks of the apes in surplice and gown,
Whe would force on Ais head the Christian’s bright crown.
Now, fearing to favor the Devil myzelf,
I'lL just say o word that is true of the elf.

He always was crafty, at least wo aro told,

He delights to entice stray sheep to his fold.
Now I wonder if Nick iy playing a trick,

3y teaching the parsons to call him “a brick,”
And give him the merit of doing the things,
That the angels applaud on their heavenly wings;
Thut u doubls old game may be won in a trice,

By Satan, the crafty ! whe, ot over nice
As to menns he employs to win st hiz sport,
Would just as ason cheat in the chureh as thoe court,
Or in homes of people who =it round a table,
To talk with the spirits that come when they're able.
Perhaps, 4 [ think,—mind, it's only my thought,—
The monarch of sin had found out u nowght,
By secking for numbers of those who belisve,
At tubles where spirits that come to deceive,
Are compell'd to depart, that 2rue ones may teuch,
That gouduess is priceless, and Chrdst i3 in reach ;
Perhaps, as I think, the old crafty-one found,
By cheating the parsons he’d guin better ground,
finee they would bo sure ta full inte his trap,
Aud preach aguinst Truth with a reckless mishap,

Man's Spiritual Nature.

It is the spiritual nature which man possesses that thinks; and it
would be better if theve were more thinking and less talking in the
world.  When a very young man I had this sound advice given wme
in regard to public speaking :—1st. Take care you have something to
say bofore you get up. 2ndly. Then, when you have said it, sit dow.
Buat to resume my argument on the brain, After the battle of Corunua,
in Span, in 1809, when the celebrated Sir John Moore lost his life,
the English, as usual, gathered their wounded into the ships to take
them home to be nursed and eaved for; but before they got out of the
bay orders came to divide the ileet, part were to go to Inudia and part
return home ; so of course the wounded soldiers had many of thomn
to bo removed out of the Indian-bound ships into those that werve
going to England. Towards night, a3 they were sailing along, oue
poor main was discovered on a wrong ship, now on its way to ludia.
Poor fellow! he had received a sad wound in tho hsad, and was
quite anconscious, After landing him in India, as they could not tell
who he was, e was shipped here and shipped there, and finally sent
back to Iingland.  Afrer upwards of two years conseiousness bemn fo
returtn,  And what do you think his Best words were?  * How has
the battle gone? have tho Inglish won?” and such like questions.
All through his life that man could never remember what took piace
during those two years; but the ovents of his childhood and youth, up
to the very moment Lo was wounded, were still perfectly fresh in Lis
memory. People have been known to bein a trance for five days.
Where was the soul duving that season of forgetfulness? Wy it
soparated from the budy ?  No; the soul was in existonce, though not
inaction, 1 can remcmber the day L was two years old.  \We were
living in Exoter. It was my birthday last sunday. Fifty-seven years
ago Inst Sunday [ fell into a long narvow stream, which the Exefer
people curiously call the Take, aad was flonted down this strean a
mile before they rescund e, How is it L can remamber so long ¥ The
brain I liad then has been entively reuewed and changed every seven
years sinco then. Thisisa law of lifo. *“Oh,"” says the matorialist,
“if you had not henrd and repented this, that, and the other, vou
could not remember.”  Wore you ever in the company of two old men
who had been companions in boyheod, but who had never ween cach
other from their school-days till now ; how they talk of old times, and
recall to each other's minds things that had laid- by, completely fir.
gotten, but now remembured perfoetly well.  How dolighted you ave
when you discover a new trath iu your readings.  How carefully you
store 1t up for future use.  Where do you put it; in your material
body ?  Certainly not, No one could ever prove how soul and body
wore united. It is said, the brain and nerves tie the body and soul
together: but move than this wo do not know, If the Lvain be dis.
cased, tho suul is still there, but imperfectly manifested. Lunacy may
ariso from divers cuuses,  Instances have occurred in our asylumy, in
whiclt o post.mortem examination has discovered no discase whatever
of the brain,  Suppose I stand talking to a friend at the door of a
country coltage. 1 see ancther friend in tho distance coming up the
road, whom 1 very much wish to have n little conversation with when
ho reachios me.  Bye.and-by I look down the rond for him again, but
find he is ont of sight, lie must have turned down ths lane, | run.
back into the cottage parlour, to sso through the window Low far he
has gono; but 1o oue is in the lane but a little deformod man. 1 look
agnin through another puneof glass, and seo a long crovked giant
through another, and his nose nearly renches liis knees! Al it must
ho my friend after all, but the glass in this window is o had that 1
coul.(l not recognize him. No move can the soul look perfuctly through
an imperfoct Lody, Who likes to gaze nt tho heaveus throush a
damagoed telescope P Take a piano by & first-rate makor, witl S])](‘?l\“xl
case and good interior works, but a fow of the wires have somcehow
become loose ; can you play well npon it? No more can tho soul play
well upon a damaged or discased brain,  Iave animals soulsp  \Wol]
a horse thinks, dog thiuks; thore is somio thinking principles h;
greator or less dogroo in all animals.  Call it brain, soul, instiaet, or
what you please. — “Oly,” says tho materiolists, “if man bhas a sonl
animals have souls; if he lives sgain, so will all they.” No; 1 nu;
not to live ngain merely becanse I'havo a soul.  God only has immor-
tality, and he gives it o man.  Animals cannot obey nor break moral
laws. Nor do they progvess. Twook at bees at work in their Live;
they are the grandest mathematiciang in the world, their cells holil the
most in the smallest space, are made with tho smallest quantily ol
material, and aro of the strongest and firmest kind of formation, in
proportion to their weight and bulk, of anything in the world, The’
virgin bee brings howe virgin honey, and a different kind of honev
every journoy, and four other boes Lielp to unload it, and. deposit its
troasuro.  Buat time would fail me to tell you of the wonders of the
beshive, of the wasp’s nest; of the spider’s web and nest; but they
have been tho sams through sll genorations, No progross, no im.
provements, and one species never loarn the habits of another.  Look
at tho gorilla, the 1most intelligent of the lower antmals. 1t is wonder.
fully fond of warming itself at any bit of fire the uatives may lenve,
but it hias not the senso to pub on o stivk to keop the blaze alive, Did
you ever know aun animnl disoover or fuvont anything for the bonofit
of hiy apecies 2 The first argument from veason for man’s futuve stato
is his power to progress.  Nothing in the world ean stop luman pro-
gress. Buppose that melancholy dream people tell us of should eome
trus—supipose the Now Zealandsr one day in the distant future should
coms here and mourn over the ruins and desolation of Tondon!
Well, the world will still bo progressing : they will have higher states
of eivilization in New Zealand, or Australia, or elsewhere.  Think of
tho numberless inventions nnd discoveries of mon within the last twa
hundred years. Look at gas, A Seotchman, named Murdock dis.
covered tho use of gas. A Gorman took up the ides, and got per.
mission to light up Pall Mall with gns.  Of course ho was loaded with
sncors and jeers for professing to light up Loudon with gold smoke,
as they callod it. 'Well, the poor German ruined himsolf with his
speculation, and died a disappwinted, broken-hearted man. Dut to
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this day we profit by his loss; and who would be without gas? Go
and ask some of our West-end people if they would like to go back to
the use of tallow candles. *No,” they would say, “more light is
what we want.” Human progress is a tide which returns not-—nothing
can stay it. Inan old book, about two hundred years before Christ, the
writer says we ought to lay hold of the power of steam. It was not,
howerver, till the middle of the last century that man saw steam
governed, and made Lis servant. And now we perform by it the
work of four hundred millions of men. Talk of the electric cable
being & failure—never! One effort has failed, and so may another
and another ; but the time will come when the electvic wire shall bind
the whole world together. You eannot satinte man with knowledgo;
the more he knows the more he wants to know. The great Humboldt,
when ninety years of age, was still thirsting after knowledge, as in his
younger days, Has God made all these faculties and aspirations to
bo buried in the grave for ever? But the strongest argument for
man’s future state is his moral nature. What is man’s moral nature ?
It is his abiding consciousness that wrong, vice, and guilt of every
kind deserve punishment ; and whatever is virituous and good deserves
reward.  Duty is the most important word in the dictionary. N'eglcct
of it, and all wrong doing, brings remorse. Animals never suffer re-
morse, beeause they have no moral natura. But is vico always pun.
ished, and is virtue vrewarded in this world? Noj; and when we seeo
that froquently the very contrary is the case, wo (:eol_ that there must
be a just judgment for us in the future; that this is only a state of
probation, God's govermment just begun.—Froi @ Lecture by Thomas
Cooper,

Spirit -upon Spirit.
PART THE SEVENTIL
On Sunday evening, the 6th of March, the conference was resumed,

and after the ordinary preliminary questions the perusal of Judge
Edmonds’ book was continued :—

Section Ten, Sunday, April 21¢k, 1833.

Beyond the confines of our spheres, away far off' in tl)e.il_limitable dis-
tance of space, far beyond the comprehension even of spivit, we are told
is the place where spirit is manifested tangibly. 1t is in this locality,
surrounded by the evidences of that power which is capable of creating
every thing which has life, or which is. inanimate, Now we are told
thoe glory, the beauty of this sphere, is beyond the comprehension of
spirit ; that the full flow of spirit is curbed by no material barriers,
but gushes forth in one spontaneous stream of love and wisdom : that
the land is delightful, becanse here all the laws of God work together
80 harmoniously that every spirit thought is in unison: that all tHe
affections, desives, will.power, and the action of the spirit are controlled
by the earnest wish to do every thing according to the will and the
law of the great scurce: that spirit, free from material bonds, is
manifest as spirit, as an intelligence, seizing from every object around
the very germ of thought before its utterance ; that here, too, does the
spiviteoncentration emanate, and is sent throughout the earth to control
the evil direction which material connection produces. We are told,
too, that there is speciality in spirit, that each one retains the peculiar
attributes of his nature, so changed by progression, so nltcl:ecl by its
upward course, that it has become a god itsolf, gifted with an in.
telligence which is eapable of exercising the influence just mentioned.
Now, that the spirit in its passage through the spheres retains intact
the connections formed on eavth, I believe does prove true in many,
vory many cases. As the magnet nttracts some minerals to itself, and
always points in due direction, so does the spirit attract thoso whose
feelings and sentiments correspond when on earth, and, like the maguet,
it always retains them; for the soul, when freed from the grosser
perts of its worldly connection, is the more ready to retain and de-
velope those ideas which first opened to its comprehension when in the
form, and especially, too, the affections. ‘ .

Now, distinctly and directly to answer your question, I can say that
when there sre affections formed on earth, death itself does not change
or alter them, but when separated, the soul in the spheres developes
move extensively the love it first recognized on earth, apd is druwp to
meet the spirit for whom that love was formed, when it is ushered into
- the spheres. '

If, then, all their affinitics correspond, and they are likely to do so, if
there is a basis formed on carth, they will go hand in hand through all
the transitions of spirit life, together loving and being loved, togethor
aspiring, together progressing, until thoy shall have passed beyond
those spheres, and enter the glorious mansions of what may be called

caven.

But they scarce lose their material organization, sublimated, it is
true, by every ascending step as they rise in the circle of their progress,
till at last materiality is swallowed up in spirituality, and they cither
become incorporated in the whole of the first cause, or exist as I have
said.

R. This is well answered. Each one keeps his or her individuality,
but as all earthly materiality is lost, and as the spirit muet be puvified
beforo it enjoys blessedness, and as heavenly love is the great purifier,
80 will the spirit scek out those loved on carth, and as the love in
each spirit is a divine love, it must necessarily increase the sympathy
between them, and ever incresse until the supreme happiness is at-
tained, which consists of love to all, and wisdom to comprohend the
works of the Creator, and the immensity of the universe. No idea or
thonght of sex will remain—all will be angels, but, as I have said,
none will lose their individuality, and all will remember as much as
they desiro of the mortal world. Stop a little.

Q. While we stop, T will propose a question which perhaps you
will answer when we go on. With reference to seeking out those loved
on earth—supposing any one truly loved on carth—would his or her
spirit seck out the beloved person, though that person might have ceased
to love the other: or never returnied his or her affection ?

R. You know that the spirit of the one who did not return the
love ou earth, would, in passing into the real life, receive, or rather
imbibe a portion of divine love, and, if worthy of the love of the other
spirit, & sympathy must arvise between thew. If not yet worthy, the
other spirit would most probably labour for the purification and pro-
gression of the loved one, und find much happiness in so doing. Do
not many good persuus on carth find much happiness on earth by
succouring and instrueting the puor and ignovant, although they often
meet with ingratitude ?  IHere, it is different, as time must bring forth
love and purity. ‘

This terminated the conference of the Gth of March, so far as the
writer feels it his duty to pubiish, other matters of a private or differens
nature forming the remainder of that evening's discussion.

On the 13th of Maveh the perusal was resumed, as follows :—

The next question T (Tudge E.) asked was this, “Tn the course of
my investigation of this matter 1 obtained the idea that man consisted
of three things, which I ealled body, soul, snd spiril. Is that the
same a5 what you deseribe as body, life, and spirit 7 the life being the
connoction betweeu the other two?  And if so, whence did I derive
the idea, and is it correct ¥ It was answered ;—-

There is no peculiar furce in sayiug “ hody. life, and spirit,” for the
body is merely the constituents of the machine, formed and fashioned
to hold the spirit, and moved and impelled by the vital power o life.,
You are right,

“These three being one, we know what becomes of one—the body.
We aro now instructed by you as to what hecomes of another—the
soul.  Wow pray, what becomes of the third—the life or vital
principle P’ Tt was writien ;—

Can you toll what becomes of the light of tho sun when davkness
covers the earth?  Can you tell what becomes of the light of that star
that wanders year after year through the fathomless pathway of space,
and after the lapse of thousands of years at last reaches this carth, and
is rocognized by your eye ?  Learn this, that materiality is never lost,
and never will be, and when the animal constituents lose the prineiple
which sets them in motion, they agaih spring up new-developed by the
inherent properties of their own nature.  They exist as the result of |
their own combination, and never die.

R. Tho vital spivit or life must ever remain, or how could a soul
exist ? Tt would be making mnan really dead for ever to suppose any
thing else. As to materiality, the earthly body does decay ; man will
not be clogged with it in his happier state. Do not men see that all
matter returns to supply again what is required hy future generations.
Even the corruption of matter is a means in the Lands of the great
Creator, of refinement and provision for posterity. '

Asa long disenssion avess hetween the writer and the spirit com.
mentator upon the next section, it is deferved tiil next week.
. K. 1. I AL
May 15th, 1464,
(To be continued.)

-CXorrespoudence,

[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of correspondents.’

Mediumship.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

Sir,—What strange diffcrences there ave among professed mediums |
What is the cause of them ?  They arise from two causes; fivst, original
and constitutional differencesinthe medivs: and sccond,thereare great
differences among the controling agents,  Mediums very often realizo
one or more spirits who order and control all they do; and many
mediums are never in dircet conununication with any other but thelr
familiars : but where it is necossary to introduce other spirits, as in
the sdances of public mediums, the guardian spirits of the medium are
still in attendance, and scom to supeviutend the whole of the pro.
ceedings. Private mediums are often unacquainted with themr
guardians, and thoy don’t know they have any in particular: while
some are a3 cognizant of their spirit friends as they ever were of their
earthly parentage, and, probably, this is the most enlightened way for
all.  To know exnctly what any one’s mediumship is worth, it is not
sufficient to know tho person, or have proof of some physieal manifes.
tations: there must be proof of the high condition of the controlling
agent. A scape-grace might astonish the uninstructed through a gaod
medium ; and, indeed, there are astounding manifostations done by
personages not over dignified in the spirit world, and we think that
such mediums should exercise their own individuality more, ax.d aspive
to a higher controlling power.

There need be no obfuscation abont the qualities required for good
mediumship; for phrenology foreshadows what the brain is capable of,
and we think there.is nothing wanted, but a large efipty head to begin
with. Unfortunately, that is difficult to find, and that is the great



60 THE SPIRITUAL TIMES.

difficulty in the way of our savans and men of erudition. Reallearning
is no detriment to mediumship; but learning is not all real, and much
of a scholastic education consists in learning the false ideas embodied
in creeds, which were cradled in councils, and forced upon the world
by the authority of lights that have long since gone out. Beforo any
one makes an attempt at becoming o medium, he should ask himself this
question; am 1 a free man? No man is free whu is bound by a single
idea, which has not been proven to his own consciousness. All learning
of creeds is binding the soul in manacles adverse to liberty, which
unfits it for spiritual mediumship. Whoever disputes this may try
the other way, but he will find it a long way round to the same
point, viz., an abandonment of all the creeds of the world.

I think when a man has got thus far, he may safely commit himself
to come into magnetic rapport with the spirits, and he is likely to
have communion with a high order. What should he do? Nothing
very particular ; the wind will blow as it listeth, when aman is born of
the spirit. 'The only thing to be avoided is not to be born of those
spirits that talk nousense and sentimental platitudes about things
scarcely above the sphere of theearth they have left: but what will bring
the spirits ? Nothing, they always come to the man that is not ereed
bound, either by infidelity or christianity or something of the sort,
They come to us when we are in a condition of receptivity, and not
partakers of the spirit of the world. Tt does not depend upon faith,
Liope, and charity, whether they come or not ; it depends upon honesty,
and freedom from charlatanism. Circles should be free from restraint,
and a forced gravity ; cheerfulness and good humor being essential for
the equalization of the magnetic currents. Whercas, a pure magne-
tism is not genorated, through some physiological debility, the mani.
festations are most likely to be defective. All depressing influences of
the mind are hurtful to good mediumship.

Many people have an idea that there is some method to be observed,
but bolieve health and harmony include all that is needed ; ifso, the
scientific conditions aresoon disposed of. 'We don’t need laboratories
and philosophical apparatus, but the living laboratory must be in good
order for the generation of the subtle element by which the spiritual
operations are performed. 'Thisis a legitimato field for the men of
science, in which they might be rowarded with discoveries of greaf
importance to the world. But don’t let them begin prematuroly, for
the subject is too important to be dealt with as they would treat an
anatomical subject. Much, very much, can be said of the influence of
one mind upoun another; but circles should be passive, harmonious,
and expectant, and then let the spirits come as they came at the day
of Pentocost, if they will; and if they won't, let them remain away as
they did the day before. All uncasinessis projudicial, and must be
avoided to the end of tho chapter. The spirits won’t come. Won't
they ? Porhaps they have not beon invited, But probably you don’t
know how to invito the spirits, That is not a formality, for the circlo
won't be complete till they come, and the invitation must be frank and
unqualified. If they cannot ses, they cannot hear when you make
your invitation, .

When, what aro called spiritual manifestations of a special order,
don’t take place; let the circle be resolved into » school for learning
clairvoyance, automatic writing and drawing, and many other gifts
and arts of that description, which there is nobody scarcely unable
to do that will fairly try, All are spirits, and the other spivits don’t
like to comoe sometimes whero thero is so much ignorance of the easy
arts I have referred to. This is the most potent and aftractive invita-
tion you can give to the spirits.

A G,

Spiritualism versus Orthodoxy.

THIRD AKTICLE.
FUTURE PUNISIHMENTS AND REWARDS.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

8ir,—Having laid before your readers, in the first article, the
primitive prineiples of true Spiritualism,~—free reason and non-infalli-
hility, and soeondly, theSonship of the Son, and the Supreme Divinity
of Jesus the Christ, I proceed in the third place to point out tho
teachings of Spiritunlisn on Future Punishment.  Before going into
the theories of Spiritualism, I will just cursorily glance at the moro
storn theories of orthodoxy based on infallibilities and supernatural
revelations given by prophets and scers who claimed to teach the
«Word of God.” First and foremost we have the cruel, dark, ve-
vengeful, and berbarous theories of the Jewish theocracy, based on the
idea of present pusishment in this life. 1In the Pontateuch and Jewish
economy the penalty of death ia given for the most trivial offence and
act of disobedience and transgression against the Jewish laws and
Mosie code, while loopholes sre made by which the Jewish slave
awner can escape the just penalty of his villainy and cruelty, See
Kxodus xxi, 20, 3L, Very little 18 stated concerning the punishment
of the future life, all is in the present, God fights for His people,
stops the course of nature and throws largoe stones down from IHeaven
to kill his enemies, and the enemies of Israel.  Rebels go down slive
" into the pit (sheol). But there is no evidence given of their efornal
punizhment.  The wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the
nations that forget God. Thou shalt beat him with a rod, and shall
doliver his soul from holl (sheol).  There are only five texts that dis.
tinetly and directly teach punishment in ““Sheol ™ in the Old Testa-
went, snd thess do not litorally tonch eternal conscious punishment,
Nee Campbell, Whitby, and Macknight, as authorities. The fire of
(Jchonna is referred to in Teniah lxvi; 24, as taken from the burning
dead carcases or corpses of men, It i¢ here the waquenchable fire is
spoken of, and aleo the never dying worm. Butit isall in the present

world. Daniel xiii, 2, refers to the degraded condition of the Jews,
in language that some construo to refer to future punishment, but itis
obvious a strict examination of the text will show that it refers to the
future coming dispensation in the Gospels in Christ Jesus, and not
future eternal torments. We cannot {ind that the Jews directly tanght
the doctrine of eternal punishment as it is taught by modern theolo-
gians in orthodox creeds.  There is no foundation for the theory in
the Old Testament. In the Now Tostament, texts may be quoted as
Matthew v, 22: Whosoover shall say thou fool! shall be in danger of
Gehenna or hell-five.  Dr, Adam Clarke tells us that this refers to
punishment of burning alive in the flesh, not eternal torment in the
spirit life ; the valley of the Son of Alinom was set apart for this kind
of punishment, hence it was called Gehenna. We have Matthew xv,
40 to 42, xvi, 26, xviii, 9, xxii, 13, xxv, 30 and 41,—all these texts
and others in the other CGrospels are brought forward in the support of
the orthodox doctrine of eterual torments. flhey prove no such
dogma, they only teach that punishment must certainly follow all sin
and transgroession, that God’s righteousness and holiness will everlast.
ingly and for ever continue to oppose and punish sin for an (aion) age
of punishment ; how long no one can say for the wicked, and of an
age of endless life for the righteousness of the rightcous and just men
made perfect.

This view of the New Testament doctrine of punishment is sup.
ported by Dr. Adam Clarke, Dr. Campbell, and othors.  Whenever
the word everlasting occurs, its signification must be determined by
the subject to which it is applied. If it stands in connection or union
with Gtod and His attributes or life, it would be proper to understand
the meaniug as of endless duration; but if it stands in connection
with destruction, or punishment, or death, we are justified by the
current scripture teaching, and tho nature of the Divine Being, in
such conuection, to understand such texts in a limited sense. The
Scriptures teach in plain language that God is love, that Ilc is kind
oven to the evil and unthankful, that e will not keep His anger for
ever, that His tender mercies are over all His works, that 1le returncth
not his anger for ever, because he delightoth in mercy, aud will not
contond for ever.  All these declarations are contrary to the doctrine
that God will punish for ever and over (aoin) and (diom).  The doe-
trine of etornal torments is incompatible with Seripture, reason,
nature, and all the instinets and affoctions of the human mind. It has
created the greatest of all distress in the minds of the good and the
pious who have believed in it. No moral goodness, no religious power,
or holy joy, can possibly arise from such a God.-dishonouring and God
degrading doctrine as this dogma of eternal torment. Criminals in
gonoral believe init. Itisthe sourceand cause of much persecution and
blind intolerance. Mankind cven burned bodies to save souls
from cternal fire and torment., Catholics and Protestants are alike
mado wretched and miserable by this dark dogma of endless conscious
misery and punishment. It is morally a nuisance in the church and
the world, and they do religion some sorvice who help to get this /a-
cubus from the shoulders of humanity. Spiritualism is not froe from
these gloomy and false dogmas. 'We have religious leaders in abun.
dance, teaching infallible creeds, with cternal punishment as the
penalty of non-acceptance of their Shibboleth. These transition seers
and leaders, down to the great Emmanuel 8wedenborg, have all taught
oternal punishment of sin and sinners, and the endless devotion of
the misery of tho ovil spirits in the hell or the spheres. This dark
dogma las been the bludgeon with which each prophet of infalli.
bility has sought to compel submission to his divine mission and
authority. To doubt the teaching of any leader of this class is to
incur the penalty of eternal punishment,

In Modorn Spiritualism we have higher teachings and more rational
and moral theories of futuro punishment. Reason, science, and reve.
Iation blend, unite, to give us tho true view of the punishment of sin
and transgression. It 1s written on the portals of the spheres: what-
goover a man sows, that shall he rea}). It is the doctrine of the spirits
in all their toachings.  The laws of the spheres are brought to our
view, and the relation of mankind to the spheres is described to bo
eternal and unchangeable in its effects, That retribution and the law
of compensation and sulfering go hand in hand, that men are punished
for what they aro and what they know, and not for what they are not,
and cannot help. Woare told that all suffering is remedial and cura-
tive, to rostore and bring back the transgressor to the path of light
and purity ; that oll low spirits are only low spirits because they have
left the body with the carthly nature ruling, and the spiritusl natire
low and undeveloped ; that their suffering is not from a vindictive
deity, but from an allwise and even generous Heavenly Fathor, wha
chastises only to rostore and to redoem. Wo are instructed how all
sin must bo suffored for,—all wrong atoned for,—cre the sinner can
reach the realms of light. ‘There is no eseape,—all must be more or
less punished oro they con rise to higher spheres of rest and happiness.
The physical, the organie, the moral, and the spiritual liws of man’s
being are all made plain by the teachings of the higher spheves, through
tho mediums of tho 19th century.  Wo are brought face to face with
our ‘““spirit friends,” and obtain positive knowledge as to the nature
of the *future life,”” and law of punishiment in tho spheves. And is
not this a great blessing?  1s it not worth all tho other creeds put
together ?  The misor, the tyrant, the hypocrite, tho thief, the suicide,
the murderer, the whore.monger, and adulterer, have all unveiled and
laid open their statos after death, and show to us what such vices and
sins must bring on man in the life after death. It i3 not a theory, nov
a erecd, nor a dogina; it is brought before us as & stern reality, aliving
fact which cannot be repudiated nor denied. Sowing and reaping
are picturod befure us in sphere after sphore, until we arrive in those
highor realms of light, love, purity, and joy, where all is peace and
rest, where a life of never-ending progrossion awnits the glorified
spirit. MHeaven and ita besutios, harmoniss, and wisdotns, are brought
before our envaptured vision ; the wisdoms and the loves of angels
boam down upon us; and wo hear that well-known voice saying,
* Come up hither; come up hither; come up hither, ye blessed of my
Father, inhorit the mansions prepared for you from the foundation of
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the world, Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
Joy of thy Lord.”

‘That we all may soon arrive at this glorious state, is the sincere
prayer of
: Yours respectfully.

¥ ESPRIT.

Right or Wrong.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

DeaR S1i,—1 think the position assumed by Mr., Barkas is an incon-
sistent one,  He throws the onus prodandi upon the shoulders of his
oppunents, und thus cleverly shirks the whole question. 1 might go on
ad infinitum, world without end, to answer oi)jections, and at the end
we should just be in the same position as at first. 1 repeat that it is
for Mr. T, P. Barkas to give us his standard, if he has got any at all.
He will save us much time and trouble by trying to give us a standard,
as it appears that T. P. Barkas assumes superior insight to Swedenborg,
Davis, or the Hon. Judge Edmonds, Are we to take the *may-
be’s”” and ¢ perhaps’s ” of T. P. Barkas ns of more weight and autho-
vity than that of the scers themselves. I say, until Mr. Barkas can
give us u better standard than the assumption that all or nearly all the
spuits are liars and deceivers, and that the face-to-fuce vision is not to
be trusted, nor any dependence to be placed on a spirit; even though it
show itself, and give ocular proof of its identity to the seer, is false and
not correct.

Imust tell Mr. Barkas that his theory and position is an undefined
one, and fully proves the assertion made by me in my former reply, that
such & theory will overturn not only Modern Spiritualism but also the
Spiritualism of the Bible, as the laws of spirit-communication and iden-
tity are precisely the same, as the Sons of (fod are unchangesble. And
if modern seers are not to be depended upon for correct vision, then all
seership, ancient and modern, is uncertain and delusive, and there is no
real substantial proofs that any seer has ever really communicated with
the spirit he professes to have seen and talked with, 'There-can be no
distinction.

The mental condition of T. P. Barkas is that of doubting all evi-
dences, even face-to-face vision, because the low spirits have deceived
mankind ; therefore all spirits are deceivers, and there is henceforward
o trust, no confidence, to be placed in any spirit whatever, even though
it talk in a foreign tongue, and give facts known only to the person
communicating, Such a position refutes itself.

Let T. P. Barkas give me his standard of identity, and I will then
sev If our spirit friends can come up to their work, = It is absurd to say
that it is ““We ought to give the standard.”  Can not Mr. Burkas seo
that it is the duty of the person who overthrows one standard to give
us'unother in its place, otherwise we ave left in the durk as to the real
ohject of this discussion. It is an easy matter to deny and trample
under foot ocular evidence, satisfuctory to wminds as well able to judge
of these matters as friend T. 1. Barkas. It is needless for me to reply
to such assumptions without proofs. Let T. P. Barkas give us his
standard of identity, and then 1 will see if the evidence we have got
come up to the standard he has laid down. Until ho does so, I shall
not attempt any further replies to his articles, as it is a pure waste of
time and labour to reason against “may-be’s” and “perhaps’s” with-
out any definite groundwork or standard.

Yours respectfully,
JOSHUA WOOD.

I.8,—Js Mr. Mr. Barkas himself a seer? If not, how docs he know
positively that the scers are all deceived and imposed upon by false
wentities ¥

Mr. R. Cooper’s Lectures.
To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

SIR,—I have returned from my lecture-tour, which, on the
whole, has been satisfactory, snd will doubtless be the means of
drawing the attention of great numbers of persons to the subject. In
small towns there has been a difficulty in getting andiences, und in large
towns the andiences have not been large, but mainly composed of intel-
igent and first-class people.  Ou all occasions I have been courteonsly
received, aud listened to with attention, and considerable interest has
been evinced in the subject, Personal testimony goes for nothing with
some people,—their cry is “ocular demonstration,”  Objections of the
moxt puerile character have been raised. “Show mea table in motion,
says the Rev. R. Ainslie, *“aud I will very soon show you what makes it
move.,” ¢ Do you think,” says the same gentleman, “ that the Divine
Baing would permit a spirit to leave its ctherea] home to count a dozen
huts P Such is the nonsense that is expressed. Another gentleman
(modical) asks, in reference to the levitation of Mr. Home, whether he
Is to understand that in this case the laws of gravitation are rsus.
pended ? A sapient inhabitant of Ventnor proposes as a test question,
“Whether the ghost of Humlet’s father had one nose or fifteen ?
whilst the Rev, Mr. Gregoury, the rector of that town, asserts the
Phenomens to be of the Devil, and advises his dear triends” to have
Nothing to do with Spiritualism. I did not expect, when I st out, to
ligke many converts; n good test-medivin would best eftect this, My
Object was'to direet attention to the subject, and stimulate enquiry,
The leetures have been reported at some length in various influential
papers, and wmust advance the cause,

1 remain, &v,,

ROBERT COOPER.
Eastbourne, May 27, 1864,

The ‘ East Sussex News'” Measure
for Measure.

The East Sussex News, unliko the Brighton Observer, printed the
Rev. Robert Ainslie’s misrepreseniation of Mr. Powell, but did not
print Mr. Powell’s letter in defence. Tho following letter was sent to
the News, but, as was oxpectod, did not appear. So easy is it to deal
out injustice, and fail to see the policy of meteing out * measure for
measure.’’

To the EDITOR of the EAST SUSSEX NEWS.

Sir,—With all due deference I must say that you can scarcely
be said to deal justly with me, by first reporting an aspersion on my
character, and then declining, on the grounds that my letter appeared
clsewhere, to give my rejoinder in some form or other. I have yet to
learn that a lotter in defence of one’s integrity, when it is publicly as.
sailed, is to be restricted to one paper. Remember, one journal alone
does not give circulation to the scandal. You can of course defeat me
editorially, but pray do not excuse yourself on such paltry grounds
from dealing out a fair measure of justice. The Rev. Robert Ainslie
deliberately assailed my reputation, and yow reported what he said
about me. Why not report what I say in defonce? It would be
simply impossible for the newspaper press of this country to act out
your policy. Public men ave constantly correcting misconceptions of
themselves in several of the London papers at one time. I hope you
are not so weak as to need the support always of the popular party.
If so, T must allow you to desl out scandal second-hand ad libitum,
and never dream ofy asking you to afford a solitary individual, like
myself, space for English fair play.

Yours, &e.,

4, Portland.place, Kastbourne, J. H, POWELL.

May 21st, 1864,

The Birth of Buddha.

To the EDITOR of the SPIRITUAL TIMES.

8tr,—The Rev. James Cordiner, who held the appointment of chap-
lain to the garrison of Columbo, from 1799 to 1804, published, in the
year 1807, & very good account of Ceylon and the Cingalese people.,
His book contains, amongst other things, a short epitome of the Budd-
hist religion, now probably nearly oxtinet in the country.,  From this I
cxtract the part relating to the birth of Buddha, faneying from the
striking resomblance it bears to that of Christ, as recorded in the Gog-
pels, that it may prove interesting to many of your readers :—

¢ All those Cingalese who have not been converted to Christianity or
Mahometanism profess the religion of Buddhs, which is found in Ceylon
in its greatest purity.

“The religion of Brahma prevailed all over Ceylon until the sixth
century before Christ, when that of Buddha was introduced.

“The Cingalese believe that Buddha descended from the celestial re-
gions, that he was miraculously conceived and born, and appearcd upon
earth as an instructor in religion and virtue, and & medistor between
God and man,

“ Sir Willinm Jones, on taking the medium of four different dates,
fixes the time of Buddha, or the ninth great incarnation of Vishuu, in
the year 1014 before the birth of Christ, or at this period (1807), 2821
years &go. .

“The Cingnlese relate that Buddha existed as a God in Heaven, and
that at the request of his companions, the other gods and Bralunins, he
consented to visit this earth in the form of a man.

“A Queen, in whose womb the wmiraculous conception took place,
dreamed an extraordinary dream, which sho related to her king. Iie,
anxious to obtain an interpretation, called together o large assemblage
of Brahming, who unanimously declared that one of the celestia! order
hind left the empyreal regions, and that the child, to be born of the
Queen, shonld appear a new deity amongst men, .

“On the day he was conceived, the earth was astonished with a blaze
of wonders. Ten thousand worlds trembled, and the brightness of-
light shone round about them. Ten thousand blind received sight.
Ten thousand dumb spake. Ten thousand deaf heard. The lame
began to walk, All the beasts and bivds, that were subdued or con-
fined, were restored to liberty. The flames of hell which blazed
through thirteon hundred and sixty thousand worlds, were completely
extinguished. The persons who suflered torments in these flames
were relieved from pain and felt as if they were plunged into a re.
freshing stream. The hungry were fed. The beasts and birds that
formerly devoured each other played together as friends.  The sick
wore cured of their diseases.  I'he hatred of men was turned into
love and friendship.  The elephauts and lions uttered sounds of joy.
The robes of the gods and Bralmins foll from off their shoulders.
Six splendid colours beamed towards different points. The wind
wafted odours. Rain fell in ten thousand worlds. * * #* ¢
trees of every kind put forth their blossom. which filled the air with
their fragrance, and fell aftorwards, like a shower of rain upon the
carth.

¢ After nine months and fifteen days the Queen was seized with the
pains of labour whilst walking in a garden; and reclining under a
tree called halgowa, covered with blossoms. She stretehed forth her
hand to lay hold of one of the branches which drooped down to meet
her, and the prince was born without spot or blemish. i

* In this manner with other particulars the birth of Buddha is re.
lated in the pogjawallia, a book of adorations in’ the Cingalese
language.

“The Buddhists believe in the existence of one supremo God, and
in a future state of rowards and punishments,”

AUTHOR OF |
“A FEW WORDS ON TIIE PEXTATEUCH.”
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THE MEDIUMS.
AN ORIGINAL SPIRITUAL TALE.
By J. II. POWELL,

—

“’Ow very curious an’ ’orribly puzzling to a poor dear
unscholarly person to be sure!” exclaimed Mrs. Bates, and
she procecded to place her hand on the girl’s shoulder, telling
her to be strong-nerved and save her tears until there was
nothing else for her to do than to shed them.  When Margarct
was quite composed, Mr. HHumphrey inquired—

“ Well, well, Margaret, this is very wonderful, who is
Johmy *John sir, is my brother,” she answered mildly.

** Pray tell me, was the advice proffered of a nature caleula-
ted to snit your brother 7’ Margaret held down her head and
said, “ He is a sad bad lad, indeed he is?”

“Then it is certain the spirit wrote under the effoct of
intelligence, tell me, is your brother very wicked ¢

“Oh, sir, don't ask me!” exclaimed Margaret, as the tears
filled her eyes, once again.

“Not if you wish it Margaret, but I should be gratified
beyond measure if you eould satisty my curiosity in the matter,
beeanse I am disposed to test the origin of these wonderful
phenomena to the very utmost.” “ Come, Margy, be a woman
an’ tell the truth; tell the truth, gal, and sheame the devil, aw
any other *orrible thing,” iuterposed the housekeeper.

* Aye, do as the good housekeeper says, shame the devil,
and be plucky, young woman,” rejoined Mr. Forbes.

“Well)" began Margaret, over-ruled, and turning to Mr.
Humphrey, “John is given to drinking and fighting, and he
cares nothing about religion, and sometunes he swears,”

“1Orrible, orrible,” exclaimed Mrs. Bates with eagerness.

“Then it is very self-evident that the agent which forced
my hand to write” reasoned Mr. Humphrey, “ was possessed
of intellect, and must have known the young man to be able
to give him such a piece of excellent advice.”  He then took
up the pause.

“ Were you thinking of your brother at the time I was
writing ¥ “ Oh, no sir, I was thinking of my poor mother,
how she lay lingering for months on her sick bed, pining
and dying for blessed food.”

“ Poor dear soul, what *errible brutes there is to "ave let 'er
wunt s0.”

Mr. Ilumphrey said he should like, if Mre. Bates did not
wind, to defer anything which might harrow up Margaret’s
tender feelings until after the seance, when he himself should
feel pleased to enter fully into the history of sorrows the girl
evidently had to recount.

“You ses Mr. Forbes,” said Mr. Humphray, after a due
Jrause,  there is corroborative evidenee here in favour of ul-
tra-mundane agencies of an independent intelligent character.
Margaret, who knows nothing about spirit existences, sits for
-the first time at the table, and 1, who know nothing about the

girl's connections, am compelled to write a message purporting .

to come from her mother.  On enquiry it is discovered that
facts bear out the truth of the communication, To account
for this on any other than a spiritual basis is to me the
greatest difficulty in the world.” X

*There is no eseape from Spiritualism, Mr. Humphrey, i
thos: who investizate it will only allow reason to guide them,”
added Mr. Forbes. who broke off by saying, “had we not
better try if tho spirit has anything else to say P

¥ Oh, certainly.  Margaret, suppose you ask your Mother
if she would like to communicate further with you

* Dear spirit of my mother, will you say something more
to me? " ihquired the girl, with more tirmness of tone than
she had before commanded,

The table gave three decisive leaps. Mr. Humphrey seized
the peneil ; in an instant it was guided across the paper, and
the singular words were written—

You iaust save John ; he is in danger. Goto him to-morrow,
or it will be Yoo late.  Farewell ! your mother.

“Good graceons me, what 'orrible thing is about to "appen ?
‘i the 'angings at Newgate about to end, or is 8t. Paul’s to
tumble down ¥ echoed the housekeeper, tossing up her cap-
frills, and looking alarned,

* What i3 your opinion, Mr. Forbes, of all this? Do you
think there is an absolute necessity for Margaret to pay any
attention to the alarming information about her brother,”
asked Mr. Humphrey.

* Indeed I do; I have known very many wond rful things
before this come to pass throngh attending to the adviee of
the spirits, but they are not always to be relied upon,”

“ Where does your brother reside?  Margaret, tell me; |
am disposed to discover whether the spirit is a truthful on.
or not.”

“ He lives in London, sir.”

“You shall go to London at my expense, the first train
to-morrow, and find ont all particalars,”  Margaret blushe:l
gratitude, as hier modest eye caught the kind \glunce of her
master.

“ A-little music would not be amiss, Mr. Humphrey,” sail
Mr. Forbes, © it would diversily the seance. Will you try it ¥

“Oh, eertainly ;” and My, Humphrey sat down to a piano
which wids stationed close to him, a very elaborate and
antique picee of furniture. Immediately his fingers dropped
dexterously upon the keys, and one of Mozart’s yrand con-
ceptions was rchearsed.  Whilst the music was being re-
peated My, Forbes placed his nose near the top of the table,
and said, ** Now, kind spirits, keep time.” 'The table at onze
gracefully took up the key, and moved in beautiful time.

Mrs. Bates exclaimed a surprise or two ; Margaret thought
it very pleasing and wonderful, hut found her thoughts ab-
sorbed about the fate of ler brother.  As for Mr. Humphrey,
he was in extacies, and deemed the visit of Mr. Forbes to
Southampton amply compensated for in this one phenomenon,
Ho was a devotee of musie, and executed picces with taste.
He saw ab a glance that many apleasant hour could e passed
holding seances with the aid of music. e ran over several
well-laown difficult pleces from the best masters, during
which the table ambled, and twisted, and danced about ax
though it had heen endowed with life and intellect.  Every-
body marvelled but Mr. Forbes,—he took it as a matter
quite natural, and not deserving of more wonder than the
common facts of life.  Its novelty and singularity attrac-
ted the attention of Mr. IHumphrey, causing him to
say,—" Well, well, Mr. Forbes, had I been told that my
own table could beat time liko a batoon, and measure the
pauses like an artist, § should have deemed the person telling
me either a madinan or a dreamer,”

My, Jeremiah Forbes smiled, thinking the matter too sim-
ple for marked notice, * You see there are more things under
heaven thau are dreamed of in our philosophy.”

“ Indecd there are,” said the former, as he proceeded to
select another piece for rehearsal.  He struck the keys of the
piano again, but this time the table would not budge. 1lc
stoppal,—* How very singular, the table does not move;
what can he the cause P 7

“Oh!” caid the latter, “the spirits think they have had
enough; there is no forcing them.  Had you not better leave
the piano, and sit at the table again P "

Mr. Humphrey obeyed, a little disappointed at not having
his wish gratificd, but he smiled nevertheless, and remarked—
“If your mind don't rule these movements, this atfords
another strong proof that the agencies operating in these
phenomeny are of an independent distinet character.” e
100](t'4 in Mr. Forbes’ face as he addressed him,

M If my mind eould regulate the movements I should ob-
tain very inuch better manifestations than you have yet scen,
Mr. Humphrey.”

“How s0; what can be more marvellous than a table ap-
peating to comprehend the time of music P

I . . .

Oh'! that is very little to admire or marvel at. T am
somctines at seances where the tables and sofas rise off {he
ground, and remain in mid-air for several seconds,”

Mrs. Bates shifted herself rather nervously in her seat, ex-
pressing her conviction that “ the "orrible spirits must be in
league with the devil.”

Before anyone could reply to her, the spirits, disposed to
give her a shock for such an ugly assertion, gave evidence of
their power by raising Mr, Humyphrey’s table in mid-air,

Mrs. Dates was almost petrified, her cap-fiills roso indig-
nantly, and her strong nerves received a shock she would not
be likely to forget.  The table had no sooncr regained its
position on terra firma, than the heavy antique piano began
to move about with no visible assistance. This was too much
for the housekeeper.  She shricked out a few * orribles,” and
rushed from the roomn.  Margares tried to follow her, but the
poor girl could not, she was so much terrified, but turning
very white in the facs, she went off' in a swoon.

Mr. Humphrey rose and followed the housekeeper, to
cheer her, aml obtain a little water, with which he
specdily returned, and sprinkled over the girl’s face.  All was
confusion and excitement. Margaret came round in a little
time, looking very much astonished to find herself with her
master, who stood watching her with the tender eye of a
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father. She had for a time lost all memory of the past, and
scemied to come at once into a new sphere.  Mr. Jeremiah
Forbes sat very unconcerned, thinking it a bore that voung
women could not be more plucky than to faint and brealk up
interesting circles  After a few ssconds Margaret complained
about her head aching. Mr. Humphrey called Mrs. Bates,
who re-entered the room, very much flushed, saying that she
would never sit with the * "orrible” spirits again, for her poor
terves could not stand 1t.

* Come, Mrs. Bates,” said her master, in a coaxing tone,
“lot us have a little of your mesmerisin.  Marzaret’s head
aches.”

The woman lost all thoufrht of ]1erbd[‘ in an mst.mt —
“ Poor frightened gal, it is ‘orrible an’ awfil to feel one’s *ead
in splintu‘h."’-—-and she procecded to give her a fow passes or
charms.  “ Now Margy, does you fec 1 better P "as the ’orrible
pains gone P ’Ow {rit the gal looks, poor dear soul.” She
went behind her, and putting her hands over head slowly and
confidently, gave a renewal of passes, which, in a little time,
charmed aw ay every fecling of pain,

“ Thank you, Mus. B‘ltl.s, said Margare!, in a mod2st tone
of voice, and she rose and left the room, followed by the
houstLepu who felt herself important.

“That woman seems a skilful magnetist, Mr. Humphrey,”
hegan Myr. Forbes, immediately the t\vo were alone.

“She i3 indeed very successful in relieving pains in the
head. vheumaties, or gout, but she has little or no knowledge
ol the influence she possesses.”

* And few have, Mr, Humphrey. It is my opinion that
the spirits are in 1'eaht\ the charmers in this matter.”

“Do you think so? I was nos prepared to aceept that
idea, but it seems obvious.”

“Why look, Mr. Humphrey,” caid M. 1*‘011)&, with a
knowing expression of the eye, * the spirits appear in charac-
ters as various as we do.  There are some devot-d to one
thing and sowe to another. What is more likely than this :
that some curative \pmt may guard this woman, and use her
#s anedium for giving out tlu, aura or spirtual magnetisin
neeessary to the cure of cortain diseases 7

“It is a pood idea, Mr. Forbes, and I shall make it form a
portion of wy future studies. It your view be the correct
one, it will not only account for the curative powers of what
is Oalled Mesmerism, but give a key to the mysteries of
Revivalism, and the numberless cases of sudden convictions
which cause men to turn from evil and devote their lives to
the serviee of the good.”

“We are only just entering upon the threshold of spiritual
wysteries, Mr. Humplnev; but to confess the truth, I care
little about philosophies, I like best to see the phcnomena.

“But do you not feel a strong disposition to know the
cause PV

“No, in faith, not I. I find the more
things the more one may study themm.  One mystery involves
the mind in o hundred others, and so on. T think 1t far best
to make use of the facts, and leave the solution of them to
uthers,”

“ But, Mr. Forbes,” said Mr. Humphrey, * our winds are
progressive, and tharefore need fresh fizlds fHr c‘cploit Did
we rest eternallv there might be some philosophy in your
mode of treating this qub;ut but seeing that progress pre-
supposes elffort, we are responsible for the way in which we
exercise the talents given us by the Almighty.”

“I have nothing to say in reply to you, ‘M., Humphrey,
but I eannot forego my right to look to facts alone, \\'Ltl‘out
puzzling my head about the mysteries involved in them.”

“Well. well, Mr. Forbes, vou do surprise me; but there is
no accounting for the differences of taste and talent, only by
concluding thev are ordained by God, for purposes of His
own, whicly we cannot comprdxmd Yet it seems tn me that
we should lose many, very mauny, of our scientitic discoveries,
which are of invaluable benefit to us, did weact in all matters
as yon do.”

% Phat may be. M r. Humphrey, but you must allow nie m\'
way in this matter,” said Mr, Forbes. ™ ¢ It 1 can throw out
a few ideas, and be the means of introducing to your notice n
faw ma.rvdlous facts, you can dive as deep as vou like into
the sea of mystery, and if you discover any mew fish or
voralites you will be rewarded for your tro: able.”

“But you are quite satisfied that the cause of these
phenomena is spiritual ?

“ Oh, quite, That has been a reltled conviction with me
for & verv long time, but I assure you I find myselt the hap-
pier by no: mystifying my brain with the thousand mystevies

b

ne studies these

.

the subject involves.” Mr. Jeremiah Forbes spoke earnestly
and good-temperedly enough, and Mr. Humphrey could not
but admire his manner, .Llfhough he felt it to be wrong of
him not to deal more with the philosophy of the subject.

It was arranged that Mr. Jeremiah orbes should make
Humphrcy Villa his place of residence as long as he felt dis-
posed, and that seances should be held occaslonallv, n order
that P(,I‘b()“dl friends and influential persons rmn-ht have the
opportunity of witnessing the manifestations. Mr Humphrey
expressed his Sdtl\fd.('tlou at all he had w1tnesbed and was not
at all disposed to think he was wrong in lookmo upon Mr.
I"orbes as a very wonderful man, Mr Forbes had N0 reason
to look upon Mr. Humphrey in any other light than that of
respect. so these two worthies sat together conversing upon
the great spmtual facts of the age, and making the time fly
on lightning wings.

CimaprtER IXL

Mr. Humphrey was true to bis word—he allowed Margaret
to go to London to see her brother, providing her w Lthnmnc\
and giving her permission, to stay a week, it she found it
cmvenient to do so.  The girl was very anxious, heing
seriously concerned about his fate, for the ~.pmt -commission
had sunk deep into her heart.  Mrs. Bates gave her a
lengthened string of virtuous maxims, warning her with all
the affection of u mother to mind whose company she kept,
because Lion lon was a very large city, full of orrible wicked-
ness and awful young men. Ma,r(v(u'et was very grat.ful, and
expressed herself bufﬁuentl\' btl'onw-nervod to allow herself to

take care of herself —a very uluwucﬂ task to be sure.  She
had been awake nearly the whole night. thinking on the won-
derful seance she had witnessed, and reo‘rcttm(r her weakness
in allowing herself to feel terrified and to swoon. She did
not feel at all disposed to follow in the wake of the houxe-
keeper, and aseribe the mysterious influence to the devil. She
believed with all her strength of faith, that her mother’s
spirit had actually hell intercourse with her, and it ever a
danghter believed her dep’utul mother had gone to Heaven,
she did ; therofore Mrs. Bates® horrible idea t)mt the mani-
fcstatxons were of the devil, was, to use that woman’s charac-
teristic adjective, horrvible indeed. Margaret appeared to be
a plain, strong girl, but the composition of her brain was ex-
tremely delicato. and her health often at fault. She had tasted
much sorrow from her cradle, and had the bitter cup so often
at her lips that its nausea almost lost its intensity of bitter-
ness. Hur father died when she was a child in arms, leaving
her mother, in delicate licalth, to provide for two children,
As vears flew by, Margavet’s brother, John, grew up into
manhood.  He wasa hnc tall, healthy Lmd but very stubborn
and much given to eompany.  The m')Uwr took in washing,
and stood for sixteen or cighteen hours daily (Sunday excepted)
at the wash-tub, feebly cnduavom-uw to support herselt and
two children, She was awoman of e u-neat loving disposition,
very abtentive to religion, and always malgncd ;md prayerful.
Bub John brought tronble upon trouble home to her, seeming
himself pcriuctly callous to her supplications and wm‘mnqa.
He got into prison,——enlisted for a soldier,—deserted,—wa
onee flogged and afterwards discharged from the service in
dlsgrau During these several seasons of sorrow the poor
mother put her tr ua’r in the Lord, and beecame sick from excess
of anxiety. Margaret was now a good-sized girl, and just
able to sympathise with her mother, and the atfectionate girt
did her ntmost to console and inspire her with hope.  Rest-
less nights and anxious days passed in numerous suceession.
The moth r was unable to stand at the wash-tub, and Mar-
garet unailed did the work for her.  Months went by ; the
good girl washed until her fingers were sore almost to the
bone, but she never complained to her mother, who was fast
journeyving to the tomb. Every thought and wish of the
mother seemed &ntu,lpated by the dauﬂhfer but there was
void in the poor woman’s heart, ncverthe]cw She prayued
ardently, with her whole strength of maternal affection. for

or son’s reformation, but, alas! either her prayers were un-
heard, or for some wise reason bevond finite comprehension,
they were unanswered. The dying mother yearned to behokt
her son, in order that she might avail herself’ of a last oppor-
tunity ta adjure him in the name of Heaven to improve his
life. ~ But even this was denied her.

(To be continued)
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Spiritualism: its Facts and Phases,

Ilustrated with Personal Fxperiences,
And  Fuae-similes of Spirit-Whriting,
BY J. H. POWELL.
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As an individual contribution to the general mass of testimony on
this great topic of the age, it is very valuable.—William IHowitt,

Mr. Powell’s statements of tho answers he roceived to queries are

emarkable, and as he is evidently a truthful writer we cannot d. other
than advise the public to cousult the work, * * ¥* AMany persins
will read Mr. Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no lack of the
marvellous set forth in vigorous langunge.—Public Opinion, March
12th, 1864. .

Mr. Powell gives an evidently honest, straightforward relation of
his experiences, showing how he became conviuced, and sustaining his
conclusions by seriptural and other argument; and relating many original
facts of the supernatural kind. There is also, in his book, the fae simile
of the handwriting of u relative of Mr. Cooper’s who has been in the
spirit-world more than thirty years; and fuc simile of her nutograph
when in the body, so that the reader can perceive at a glance-the identity
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separates the two. The fao simile of the medium’s (Mr, Cooper’s
daughter) usual handwriting is also given, and is entirely different from
the others. The work is published very cheap (2s.), und we liope it may
have a wide circulntion,—The Spiritual Magazine.

The sum of tho matter is, that if ‘one has a curiosity to know what
Bpiritualism really is, and what it actually aims at, ho will gain n better
and clearer view of it from My, Powell’s volume than from any other
that lins yot been published, not oven excepting that of the great apostle
medium, Mr. Wome himself.—Tke Caledonian Merenry, Saturday,
March 12th, 1864.
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Our Rifles are Ready! Hurrah!

A Song for Volunteers.

Words by . Suonter; Music by R. CooPEn.
(Basy and Effective.)
FIRST VERSE.

Who says we are eraven and cold,
Unworthy the land of Gur sives?

That onr hearts worship nothing hut gold
And quench’d are oar patriot fires

They lic! for our dear native lund,
Renown’d from the ages afur,

Prepared against all foes wo stand,
Our Rities ave ready ! Hurrah!
Crorus—Then up with the Rifle! Yurrah!
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The Evening Star. Iart Song, with voice parts complete. The
two compositions are published together, aud can be had post-free,
for 18 stampu.
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Mr. Cooper has the peculiar faculty of associating with his compo.
gitions the very life and spirit of the poetry. 1le weds the words tu
melodies which add to their power, and invests them with speechful
beauty.—Brighton Gazetle.
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way of socinl science, and in common sense diction clenrs the path to
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A Lady WRITING-MEDIUM, of extraordinary power,
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