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TH E

SPIRITUAL TIMES
A WEEKLY ORGAN FOR THE PROMOTION OF SPIRITUAL AND

PROGRESSIVE TOPICS,

A REGISTER OF PASSING SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA, AND A MISCELLANY
OF SPIRITUAL LITERATURE.

Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities ; it presents us not only with the semblances, but with the positive evidences of 
eternal existence, causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the Spiritual, but to the Material world. It is 

easy to imagine that we are dealing with the absolute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting, but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and enduring facts are beyond the tomb.
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“  The life that now  is  shapes the life that is  to be .”  
“  Prove a ll things, hold fast that w hioh is  good .”

Clje Jlp intinti Cinus.
S A T U R D A Y , J U L Y  16, 1864.

T H E  B ITT E E  CUP.
W e  listened to a very able sermon from the lips o f the 

R ev Thomas T. Lynch, a few Sundays ago, in his chapel 
Hampstead Eoad, London. A t the conclusion o f  his 
sermon the rev. gentleman illustrated Ids remarks by re
ferring to a cup made o f  quassia wood sold by chemists, 
Which gives a bitter taste to the water poured into it. 
Persons in ignorance o f the peculiar virtues o f this cup 
would necessarily suppose that the bitter taste is derived 
from the water and not from the cup. Thus with religion, 
it had to be drank out o f sectarian cups, and its supposed 
bitterness belonged to the cups, and not to religion. This 
illustration struck us as being an apt one— and moreover, 
another evidence o f  the general fact o f mediumistic 
idiosyncrasies—

"  The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweot will be the flower.”

Rut in the case o f religious truths the bitterness is not in 
the bud so much as in the nature o f the medium, or cup, 
m  which they are presented. W e  are individually consti
tuted for progression, hence we none o f us are perfect. W e 
are all, more or less, bitter cups, and do what we may 
We can but stamp our individuality on our works ; or in 
other words, give colour or taste to the ideas within us. 
The nearer we arrive at perfection the purer will be the 
truths which we diffuse. I f  this idea be allowed to hold 
Possession o f us, we shall see at a glance that being bitter 
°Ups we must impart, without our own wills, a bitter taste 
to the drink we present from ourselves, whether that drink 
bo o f a materialistic or spiritualistic character. It  behoves 
UOi therefore, to recognise our natural condition, and not 
deal out blame ad libitum to our fellows, without we first 
discover that they are blameable for being true to their 
°W n moral instincts, or that we, ourselves, are quite sure

are perfect. The highest moral and spiritual culture 
ftro taught by  the highest moral and spiritual teachers. 
Narrow views inculcate narrow lessons, and the learners 
become dwarfed. The Eev. C. H . Spurgeon, when he 
illuminated the understandings o f his flock with his modi. ^

bottle image— “  The apple in the bottle,”  entertained 
evidently an opposite notion to the Eev. Thomas T. Lynch, 
when he referred to “ The Bitter Cup.”  Nothing like 
illustrations can carry truths to the mind, hence the 
popularity o f  those who are good illustrators. “  The Bitter 
Cup ”  image conveys to us a natural idea in a natural 
manner, but the “ Bottled A p p le ”  imago gives us an 
unnatural idea in an unnatural manner. The bitter cup 
possesses inherent bitterness and imparts its own nature to 
the drink. The bottled apple is out o f its element—  
“  cribbed, cabined, and confined,”  in the compass o f a 
glass, straight-necked bottle, and must necessarily ba 
stunted in its growth. The Eev. Mr Lynch used his 
illustration to shew that Christianity, which is not sectarian 
theology, was not responsible for the bottled prejudices o f  
sects or sectaries. The Eev. Mr Spurgeon used his illus
tration to show that religious growth, which according to 
his view must be sectarian, may be profitably circumscribed 
and cramped within compass o f his own bottled creed. 
W hat a marked distinction characterises the opinions o f  
the two preachers! Eor ourselves, we say, let nature, 
religion, and humanity, have room. Confine an idea within, 
a bottle and it will be worthless. But understanding that 
it will bo coloured by the peculiar media through which it 
exhibits itself, we would give it scope for exercise. The 
Eev. Mr Lynch evidently designed to caution us against 
mistaking theology for Christianity, or the bottled spas- ■ 
modic creeds o f men for the simple, perfect, and intelligent 
teachings o f Christ. The Eev. Mr Spurgeon bottled up his 
zeal for use to sanction the narrow doctrines o f creed. His 
illustration could have no other aim, for what more like an 
apple in a bottle is a soul in the harness o f dogma ?

Contracted ideas o f truth must necessarily make Pharisees 
o f men whom they authorise. It  is the mission o f  real 
religion to give expansion to the aspirations and freedom 
to the zeal o f its devotees. “ The bitter cu p ”  may exist, 
but that is no reason why we should drink out o f it, except 
for medicinal purposes; so may apples be nurtured in a 
bottle, but that is no reason why genius, intellect, and 
reason, should be contracted by a contracted creed. Y et in 
a sense we are all “ bitter cups”  and “ bottled apples;”  we 
give to our fellows the truth as it flows through us, and we 
have all our limitations— education and progress are at 
work influencing us more or less ; the commerce o f opinion 
and the discussion o f principles; the intercommunion o f 
race with race, and the connecting links o f correspondence, 

.onging to the steam engine and the electric wire, have
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a l l  a  l e v e l l i n g  a n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  e f f e c t .  T l i e y  l e v e l  c l a s s  d i s 

t i n c t i o n s  a n d  g e n e r a l i s e  t h o u g h t ; t h e y  l e v e l  n a t i o n a l  p r e 

j u d i c e s  a n d  g i v e  v i t a l i t y  t o  f r e e d o m .  W i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  “  t h e  

b i t t e r  c u p  ”  w o  c a n  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  t r u e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l i f e -  

p r o g r e s s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  k n o w  t h a t  b e i n g  i n f a l l i b l e  a n d  o f  

d i v e r s e  c r e e d ,  w e  m ust  p o s s e s s  p r o c l i v i t i e s — i n d i v i d u a l  

q u a l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  m a y  e i t h e r  g i v e  a n  e v i l  o r  g o o d  s t i m u l u s  t o  

o u r  a c t i o n s .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  “  b o t t l e d  a p p l o  ”  i d e a  w o  h a v e  

l e s s  s y m p a t h y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  c o n t r a c t i o n  a n d  w a s  
u s e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  a n d  o n e - s i d e d  v i e w s .  

S c h o o l s  a n d  c h u r c h e s  m a y  b e  e r e c t e d  b u t  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  

o u g h t  t o  r o a c h  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  b r i c k  w a l l s .  

T e a c h  c h i l d r e n  t o  r e a d ,  s i n g ,  a n d  p r a y ,  b u t  l e t  t h e i r  

r e a d i n g s  b e  f u l l ,  n o t  o f  t h e o l o g y ,  b u t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b r o a d  

a n d  u n i v e r s a l  i n  i t s  t e a c h i n g — t h e i r  s o n g s  w i t h  i d e a s  t h a t  

r i s e  t o  h e a v e n — t h e i r  p r a y e r s  w i t h  f a i t h  a n d  e v e r l a s t i n g  

t r u t h .  I f  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  r a g g e d  g a r m e n t s  o f  c r o o d  

a r o  c o n s i d e r e d  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  C h r i s t ,  b o t t l e d  p h i l o s o 

p h i e s  w i l l  t r i u m p h ,  m a k i n g  f a i t h ’ s  “  b i t t e r ,  c u p  b i t t e r  

i n d e e d .  W e  s e e  t h e  t r u t h  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  “ b i t t e r  c u p ”  w i t h  r e a d i n e s s ,  a n d  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  i t  
t e a c h e s  u s  t o  w a t c h  o u r s e l v e s  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  l e s t  w e  p a s s  
c u r r e n t  t h e  s p u r i o u s  f o r  t h e  g e n u i n e ,  o r  g i v e  q u a l i t i e s  t o  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h e y  d o  n o t  p o s s e s s .  L i k e w i s e  i t  t e a c h e s  u s  t o  
r e c o g n i s e  b r o t h e r h o o d  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  a n d  l e a r n  
t h a t  C h a r i t y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r a c e s ,  w h i c h  a  m i l l i o n  
C a n o v a s  c o u l d  n e v e r  f a i t h f u l l y  i m a g e  i n  s t a t u a r y .  C h r i s t i 
a n i t y  b r o a d e n s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  e n l a r g e s  t h e  h e a r t .  I t  
r e c o g n i s e s  a l l  m e n  a s  b r e t l i r e n — c h i l d r e n  o f  o n e  G o d -  
F a t h e r ,  a n d  i s  t h u s  c a t h o l i c  i n  i t s  e l e m e n t .  I t  l i a s  l i v e d  
t h r o u g h  a g e s  o f  w a r ,  a n d  m a l i c e ,  a n d  s e c t a r i a n  a n i m o s i t y ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  a n d  c a n n o t  d i e .  T h e  
b i t t e r  c u p s  o f  t h e o l o g y  h a v e  g i v e n  a  f a l s e  f l a v o u r  t o  i t s  
d i v i n e  t e a c h i n g s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  C l i r i s t i a n   ̂ p h i l o s o p h y  
s u r v i v e s ,  l i k e  a  m e t e o r  s h e d d i n g  a  r a d i a n c e  i n  t l i o  d a r k ,  
d u l l  s k y  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  a n d  d o g m a t i s m .  
W h e r e v e r  m o n  h a v e  b o o n  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  t h e  c u p  
t h a n  t h e  w i n o ,  t h e  l a t t e r  h a s  a p p o a r o d  t o  p o s s e s s  o n l y  h a l f  
v i r t u e .  W h e n e v e r  m e n  h a v e  c l u n g  t o  o b s e r v a n c e  w i t h  
t e n a c i t y  t h e y  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  p a i d  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h i c h  h a d  f o r  i t s  f o u n d e r  t h o  s o n  o f  a  
c a r p e n t e r ,  a n d  f o r  i t s  d i s c i p l e s  i g n o r a n t  a n d  p o o r  f i s h e r m e n .  
T h e  b i t t e r  c u p s  o f  o b s e r v a n c e  a r o  n u m e r o u s  e n o u g h ,  a n d  s o  
l o n g  a s  m o n  r u s h  t o  d r i n k  r e l i g i o n  f r o m  t h e m  t h e y  w i l l  i m 
b i b e  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  f o r m  a n d  p r e j u d i c e .  T h r o u g h o u t  s o c i e t y  
“  b i t t e r  c u p s  ”  a r e  s e e n  i n  t h e  m o d e s  o f  c u s t o m  a n d  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  c a s t e .  E e s p o c t a b l e  p e o p l e  t u r n  t h e i r  n o s e s  u p  
a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  n o b l e s  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  p h i l a n t h r o p y  i f  t h e y  
h a p p e n  t o  b e  l o w l y  o n e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .  I s  i t  n o t  a  
p i t y  t h a t  a  b a n k e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r  s h o u l d  b o  u n d o r  t h o  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  g e n i u s  a n d  m o r a l  g r e a t n e s s  m  a  p o o r  
h a l f - s t a r v e d  o v e r w o r k e d  s e a m s t r e s s ,  w h o s o  b i t t e r e s t  c u p  i s  
c o l d  n e g l e c t  ?  I s  i t  n o t  a  g l o r i o u s  p r o o f  o f  n a t i o n a l  w i s d o m  
a n d  e l e v a t i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c a n n o t  s u c c e e d  i f  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a t o r s  w o r s h i p  n o t  m a m m o n ,  b y  c l i n g i n g  t o  

. a r i s t o c r a t i c  p a t r o n a g e ?  I s  n o t  a  m a n ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o o  o f t e n  
g a u g e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e n e s s  o f  h i s  e x t e r n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  o r  t h e  
f i g u r e s  i n  h i s  b a n k i n g  b o o k ,  w h i l s t  s t e r l i n g  m e r i t  s t r u g g l e s  
f o r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  a  g a r r e t  a n d  d i e s  f o r  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t ?  
W h o s e  o p i n i o n s  h a v e  t h o  m o s t  w e i g h t  w i t h  t h o  m u l t i t u d e ,  
t h e y  w h o  s p e a k  t h o  s i m p l e  t r u t h  o r  t h e y  w h o  h o l d  t h o  h i g h  
p o s i t i o n s  ?  V e r i l y  t h e r e  a r o  “  b i t t e r  c u p s  ”  o u t s i d e  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n s i d e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e o l o g y .  C l i r i s t  i n  h i s  g r e a t  
a g o n y  p r a y e d  t o  H i s  F a t h e r  t o  l e t  t h e  bitter cup  o f  a n g u i s h  
p a s s  f r o m  h i m ,  a n d  h o w  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  o f  s u f l e r i n g ,  i m 
p o v e r i s h e d ,  p e r s e c u t e d  b e i n g s  i n  t h o  d a y s  o f  t h e i r  d e e p  
a g o n y  h a v o  p r a y e d  t h a t  their “  b i t t e r  c u p s  ”  m a y  p a s s  

f r o m  t h e m  ?
T h e r e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  b i t t e r  c u p s  i n  t h e o l o g y  o r  _ s o c i o l o g y ,  

b u t  t h e r e  a r o  a l s o  b i t t e r  e u p B  i n  a r t .  T h e  m e d i o c r i t i e s  o f  
a r t  a r e  a s p i r i n g  t o  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s ; y e t  h o w  m n j o s t i c a l l y  
d o  t h o  g o d s  l o o k  d o w n  f r o m  t h e i r  O l y m p i a n  h e i g h t s  u p o n  
t h e m ,  a n d  w i t h  w h a t  s u b l i m e  d i s d a i n  d o  t h e y  f r o w n  u p o n  
t h e m ?  O f  c o u r s e  t h e  m i d d l e  o r  b o t t o m  r o u n d s  o f  t h o  l a d d o r  
o f  f a m e  a r e  o f  n o  u s e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a s c e n d e d  a n d  a r e  
r e s t i n g  s e c u r e  o n  t h e  h i g h  c o r n e r  s t o n o s  o f  t h o  a r t  t o m p l o .  
T h e  o l d  s e l f i s h  p r i n c i p l e  r u l e s  h e r e — u s e  t h e  m e a n s  t o  r a i s e  
y o u r s e l f  b u t  d e n y  t h e m  t o  o t h e r s .  B u t  i s  i t  n o t  t h o  c u s t o m  ?  
‘C r i t i c s ,  S h y l o c k - l i k e ,  p r e p u r o  t h e i r  k n i v e s  t o  c u t  a w a y  t h o

f l e s h  o f  m e d i o c r i t y ,  h a n d i n g  t o  i t  t h e  b i t t e r  c u p  o f  d i s d a i n .  
O n e  w o u l d  a l m o s t  t h i n k  t h o  s t a r s  i n  h e a v e n  s h o u l d  b e  
e x t i n g u i s h e d  s i n c e  t h e  m o o n  g i v e s  f u l l e s t  l i g h t ,  a n d  a p p e a r s  
t o  o c c u p y  m o r e  s p a c e  t h a n  a  g a l a x y  o f  s t a r s  ?  L e t  u s  l o o k  
t o  i t ,  t h a t  w e  m a k e  n o  o n e ’ s  b i t t e r  c u p  m o r e  b i t t o r ,  a n d  t h a t  
w o  a l l o w  n o t  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  c u p  t o  b e  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h o  d r i n k ,  l e s t  w o  s w a l l o w  t h e o l o g y  a n d  c a l l  
i t  C h r i s t i a n i t y — c a s t e ,  a n d  c a l l  i t  g o o d n e s s ,  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  o r  
C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e .  A  s t u d y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p h i l o s o p h y  w i l l  g o  
f a r  t o  b r e a k  u p  m a n y  o f  t h e  “  b i t t o r  c u p s  ”  w o  h a v o  a l l u d e d  
t o .  A l r o o d y  w e  o b s e r v e  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h o  t i m e s  f a v o u r a b l e .  
S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  t h o  g r e a t  I c o n o c l a s t ,  i s  a m o n g  t h e  P a g a n  
i m a g o s ,  a n d  l o  ! h o  i s  b r e a k i n g  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e i r  f r a g m e n t s  
w i l l  s o o n ,  l i k e  a n c i o n t  P o m p e i i ,  b e  b u r i e d  i n  t h o  debris  o f  
d e s t r u c t i o n .

S P I R I T  M E S S A G E .

S h e l ls  o f  w is d o m  o p e n  t o  t h e  s u n  o f  c e le s t ia l  t r u t h ,  a n d  th o s e  
w h o  d i l i g e n t l y  s e e k  s h a l l  f i n d .  T h o  s h e l l  is  o f t e n  h a r d ,  a n d  
f i r m ly  c lo s e d ,  im p e r v io u s  t o  a l l  a ir  o r  l i g h t ; l e t  t h o  s u n  o f  c e l e s t i a l  
w is d o m  b u t  s h e d  t h e  e f f u l g e n c e  o f  h is  r a y s  t h e r e o n ,  a n d  t h e  
s h e l l  o p e n e t h  t o  d r in k  i n  t h o  r a y s  o f  w a r m t h  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  
E v e n  a s  t h e  f lo w e r  e x p a n d s  b y  d a y  t o  t h e  s u n , s o  t h o  le a v e s  a n d  
r o o t s  b y  n i g h t  d r in k  in  t h e  d e w , a n d  t h e  p l a n t  is  a l ik e  n o u r is h e d  
a n d  d e v e lo p e d  b y  t h e  s u n  a n d  t h e  d e w . S o  d o e s  a  m a n  d r in k  in  
t r u e  w is d o m  f r o m  G o d  i f  h e  s in c e r e l y  s e e k  i t ,  a n d  g r o w  in  
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  in  g r a c e .  S o  d o e s  h e  a ls o  e x p a n d  in  t h e  l o v e  a n d  
k in d n e s s  o f  h is  C r e a t o r ;  e v e n  a s  a  l e a f ,  h o  i m b ib e s  l o v e ,  t r u t h ,  a n d  
t e n d e r n e s s  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l  le a r n in g .  T h e  in n e r  m in d  o f  m a n  is  l ik e  
t h e  f ib r e  o f  a  l e a f ,  d e l i c a t e  y e t  f i r m , o a s i ly  b e n t  a n d  im p r e s s e d ,  
p l ia b l e  y e t  e la s t i c .  K e e p  y o u r  in n e r  m in d  p u r e  a n d  f r e e  f r o m  
d o u b t ,  a n d  l e t  i t  d r i n k  in  t h o  d e w s  o f  c e l e s t i a l  w is d o m  s lo w ly ,  
s t e a d i ly  a b s o r b in g  i t  in t o  e v e r y  p o r e ,  e v e n  a s  a  p l a n t  i m b ib e s  t h e  
m o is t u r o  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t e m  a n d  le a f .  R e a d  
s t e a d i ly ,  t h i n k ,  a n d  r e f l e c t ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  h o n e y  
f r o m  t h e  c o m b .  K n o w l e d g e  c a n n o t  b o  a c q u i r e d  i n  h a s t e ; t h e  
b r a in  o f  m a n  is  l i k e  t h o  d i g e s t i v e  o r g a n s  o f  t h o  b o d y ,  a l l  m u s t  b e  
g e n t l o  a n d  g r a d u a l ,  o r  t h o  b o d y  c a n  d e r iv e  n o  n o u r is h m e n t  f r o m  
t h e  f o o d ,  o r  t h e  b r a in  f r o m  s t u d y .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  in  e a r n e s t  w i l l  
p e n e t r a t e  a l l  v e i l s  o f  s e e m in g  m y s t e r y ,  a n d  r e a c h  t h e  b o o k  o f  
t r u t h .  G o d  is  a  G o d  o f  w is d o m  a n d  l o v e ,  n o t  o f  p u n is h m e n t  a n d  
m y s t e r y ; t h o  a l le g o r i e s  a n d  t y p e s  a r o  a l l  p l a i n  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  
s in c e r e l y  a n d  t r u t h f u l l y  s e a r c h  f o r  t h o  k e y .  O u r  S a v i o u r  w e l c o m e d  
l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  a ls o  t h a n k e d  H is  F a t h e r  f o r  revealing the truth 
t o  b a b e s  a n d  s u c k l i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  w is o  a n d  p r u d e n t .  I t  is  
m a n ’ s p r id e  t h a t  b l in d s  h i m ,  m a n ’ s o w n  v a n i t y  a n d  c o n c e i t  p r e v e n t  
h i m  s e e in g  t h a t  w h ic h  is  p l a i n  a n d  s im p le  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  r u n  t o  
r e a d .  F a r e w e l l .  G iv e n  t h r o u g h  t h o  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  L otus.

'  T H E  F U T U R E .

F o u n d e d  u p o n  t h o  c l o u d y  d a r k ,
G o d  b u i ld s  a  p a la c e  b r i g h t ,

A n d  m a n y  w a t c h i n g  s p i r i t s  m a r k  
I t s  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  d e l ig h t .

B u t  t h in n e s t  m is t s  o f  c u r t a i n i n g  t im e  
C o n c e a l  f r o m  m a n  t h e  s i g h t ;

A l t h o u g h  t h e  l o f t y  p i l la r s  a r e  
O f  c o r u s c a t i n g  l i g h t .

S o  m a n y  a n d  so  f a i r  a s  t h o s e  
T h a t  f i l l  t h e  n o r t h e r n  n i g h t ,

U p s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  h o r iz o n ’s  v e r g e ,
E v e n  t o  t h e  z e n i t h ’ s h e i g h t ;

A n d  t h is  s h a l l  b e  t h e  h o m o  o f  m a n ,
W h e n  i t  is  f in is h e d  q u i t e ,

I f  t h a t  h e  n o w  e n d u r e  a n d  w o r k ,
So spending life aright.— R ev . T homas T. L ynch.

S p i r i t  P a i n t i n g s  a n d  S p i r i t  W r i t i n g s .— W e  la t o ly  p a id  a  v is it  t o  
M r  B . C o le m a n ’, a n d  h a d  th o  p lo a s u r o  o f  in s p e c t in g  h is  n u m e r o u s  
s p ir it  p a in t in g s  a n d  w r it in g s . W o  sa w  th o  o r ig in a ls  o f  th o s e  p r e 
s e n te d  in  h is  w o l l - k n o w n  w o r k  “  S p ir itu a lism  in  A m e r ic a .”  M r  C o le 
m a n  is  o n e  o f  th o  o ld o s t  a n d  m o s t  e a m o s t  o f  E n g l is h  s p ir it u a l is t s ; h o  
h a s  f o r  t w e lv e  y o a r s  d o v o to d  h is  a t t e n t io n  t o  t h o  s u b je c t , v is i t in g  
A m e r ic a  f o r  t h o  o x p re ss  p u rp o s o  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n . H i s  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
h a v e  b o o n  fa v o u r a b le , a n d  h o  h a s  o r id o n t ly  m a d e  g o o d  u se  o f  th orn . 
T o  a tto m p t  a  fu l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th o s e  v a r io u s  p a in t in g s  a n d  w r it in g s  
w o u ld  o c c u p y  m o r o  sp a ce  th a n  w o  c a n  a ffo rd . W o  w i l l  b r ie f ly  s a y  
th a t  m o s t  o f  th e m  w e r o  d ir e c t , p r o d u c o d  b y  th e  s p ir it s  w it h o u t  th e  h a n d  
o f  t h o  m e d iu m . F u l l  p a r t ic u la r s  o f  M r  C o le m a n ’ s  s p ir it  p a in t in g s  a n d  
w r it in g s  m a y  b o  g lo a n e d  fr o m  h is  w o r k  (P i tm a n .)  T w o  von ^  e x q u is ite  
im ita t io n s  o f  A m o r ic a n  flo w e rs  t h r o u g h  t h o  h a n d  o f  M r s  M a p o s , p a r 
t ic u la r ly  a t t ra c te d  o u r  a d m ira t io n  ; t h e y  a re  s o  e x q u is i t e ly  o x e c u te d  
th a t  w o  im a g in o  n o  m o ro  a r t is t  o o u ld  e q u a l th e m . M r  C o lo m a n  h a s  
n o t  o n l y  g r a t if ie d  h im s o l f  b y  s o o u r in g  th o s e  m a r v e llo u s  w o r k s , 
b u t  b y  d o in g  s o  h o  h a s  l ik o w is o  s e c u r e d  e x t r a o r d in a r y  fa c t s  fo r  
sp ir itu a lis ts .
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M R  C O L E M A N  O N  S P I R I T U A L S .

M r  B e n ja m i n  C o le m a n , w h o s e  in t e r e s t i n g  r e c o r d  o f  “  p a s s in g  
e v e n ts  ”  a p p e a r s  m o n t h l y  i n  t h e  “  Sp ir itua l Magazine , ”  h a s  
w r i t t e n  f o u r  le t t e r s  i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  S c o t c h  p a p e r s ,  a l l  
d e f e n d i n g  S p ir i t u a l i s m  f r o m  e i t h e r  t h e  a p p r o v e d  c h a r g e  o f  
C h a r la t a n is m  o n  M r  C o n k l in ,  o r  t h e  p u e r i l e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  i t  b y  M r  
P a t e r s o n .  W o  h a v e  o n l y  s p a c e  f o r  o n e  o f  M r  C o le m a n ’ s l e t t e r s ,  
w h ic h  w e  s e le c t  in  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a in s  
s o m e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w o r t h  n o t i n g .

T o  t h e  E d i t o r  or “  T iie M o r n i n g  J o u r n a l . ”

“ I t  is  t ru e  th a t  ra p p in g s  w e r e  h e a rd  in  a b u n d a n c e , a n d  w h e n  w e  
r o s e  f r o m  th e  ta b le , th e  ta b le  a p p e a r e d  t o  r is e  f r o m  th e  g r o u n d . T h is  
I  d o  n o t  a tt e m p t  t o  e x p la in .” — Extract from a letter addressed by S ir  
David Brewster to Benjamin Coleman.

Sir ,— T h e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  S p ir itu a lis m  in  G la s g o w  h a v in g  re t ir e d  fr o m  
th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o r ig in a te d  b y  M r  P a te r s o n ’ s  p a m p h le t , I  a m  in d u c e d , 
in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  s e v e ra l le tte r s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  a d d re ss e d  to  m e  fr o m  
s e r io u s  in q u ire rs , t o  a s k  y o u r  p e r m is s io n  to  r e p ly  t o  th e ir  q u e s t io n s  as 
s h o r t ly  a s  I  ca n .

I n  th e  fir s t  p la c e  I  m a y  s ta te  th a t  I  a m  n o t  a  m e d iu m , a n d  th e  
p r in c ip a l  e v id e n c e  w h ic h  b r o u g h t  m e  t o  b e l ie v e  in  S p ir itu a lis m  w a s  
n o t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  o r  p a id  m e d iu m s . I  a m , a s  is  k n o w n  to  
s e v e ra l a cq u a in ta n ce s  in  G la s g o w , e n g a g e d  in  c o m m e r c ia l  p u r s u it s  in  
th e  c i t y ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  I  d o  n o t  w r it e  fo r  e m o lu m e n t. I  u p h o ld  
s p ir itu a lism , b e ca u s e  a fte r  y e a r s  o f  c lo s e  in v e s t ig a t io n  I  h a v e  sa tis fied  
m y s e l f  th a t  it  is  a  g r e a t  t r u th , a n d  I  h a v e  seen  m o s t  e x c e l le n t  re s u lts  
f o l lo w  i t s  te a c h in g s .

I  h a v e  th e re fo re  n o  in te re s t  in  d is s e m in a t in g  th a t  w h ic h  I  a t  le a s t  
d o  n o t  believe to  b e  tru e .

E le v e n  y e a rs  a g o  I  w a s  a  s tr a n g e r  t o  th e  w h o le  s u b je c t ; I  h a d  n o t  
u n t i l  th e n  h e a r d  o f  S p ir itu a lis m  b u t  in  th e  m o s t  ca s u a l w a y , a n d  I  h a d  
n o  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  e x c e p t  w h a t  I  sa w  in  
p a ra g ra p h s  e x t r a c te d  f r o m  A m e r ic a n  p a p e rs , a n d  I  w a s  c o n s e q u e n t ly  
a t  th a t  t im e  as l itt le  q u a lif ie d  to  p r o n o u n c e  fo r  o r  a g a in s t  S p ir itu a lis m  
a s  a re  th e  g e n tle m e n  o f  G la s g o w  w h o  h a v e  r e c e n t ly  s t ig m a t is e d  i t  o s  a  
“  m is c h ie v o u s , d e g r a d in g  d e lu s io n .”

. W h e n  a t  le n g th  I  w a s  in v it e d  b y  a  n e ig h b o u r  t o  j o i n  h is  fa m ily  
c i r c le  t o  w itn e s s  f o r  m y s e l f  th e  r e a lity  o f  c e r ta in  m a n ife s ta t io n s  ca lle d  
s p ir itu a l, I  w e n t  n o t  to  d is c o v e r  a  t r i c k  b y  w h ic h , i f  s o  m a n y  h a d  b e e n  
d e ce iv e d , I  c o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  e s c a p e , b u t  t o  p a s s iv e ly  o b s e r v e — t o  
c o m p ly  w ith  th e  c o n d it io n s  im p o s t d — a n d  t o  e x e r c is e  m y  b e s t  in t e l l i 
g e n c e  o n  w h a te v e r  m ig h t  tra n s p ir e .

T h e  resu lts  o f  th a t  fir s t  seance w e r e  s u ffic ie n t  t o  s a t is fy  m e  th a t  
fr o m  w h a te v e r  ca u s e — s p ir it -p o w e r  b e in g  th e  la s t  t o  w h ic h  I  w a s  in 
c l in e d  t o  a tt r ib u te  th e m — th e re  w a s  something m o r e  in  th e  m a n ife s ta 
t io n s  th a n  I  c o u ld  r e a s o n a b ly  a c c o u n t  fo r  b y  a n y  t h e o r y  th a t  I  c o u ld  
s u g g e s t . A s  1  b e l ie v e d  th a t  I  w a s  in  th e  fu ll  p o s s e s s io n  o f  m y  sen ses  
I  c o u ld  n o t  d o u b t  th e ir  e v id e n c e . I  h a d  s t i l l  le ss  rea son  to  s u s p e c t  
im p o s tu r e  o f  a n y  k in d  fr o m  th o s e  a b o u t  m e ,  e v e n  i f  I  h a d  n o t  h a d  th e  
fh lle s t  o p p o r t u n it y  o f  te s t in g  th e  r e a l ity  o f  th o s e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  w h ic h  
W ere d ir e c te d  t o  m e  p e r s o n a lly .

I  d o  n o t  s to p  to  r e la te  w h a t  o c c u r r e d  o n  th a t  o c c a s io n , b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  
a lr e a d y  p la c e d  th e  fa c t s  o n  r e c o r d  m o r e  th a n  o n c e  ; a n d  t o  d e ta il  h a l f  
o f  w h a t  I  s a w  th e n , a n d  s in ce , w o u ld  f i l l  a  g o o d ly  s iz e d  v o l u m e ; a n d  
fu r th e r , i f  th is  s u b je c t  s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  t o  c r e a te  a n  in te re s t  in  y o u r  
C ity , a n d  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  b e  d e e m e d  o f  a n y  v a lu e , I  m a y  t a k e  a n  e a r ly  
o p p o r t u n it y  o f  m e e t in g  s o m e  o f  y o u r  d o u b te r s  a n d  in q u ir e r s , e ith e r  
h e re  o r  th e r e , a n d  in  a  f r ie n d ly  s p ir it  t r y  t o  o v e r c o m e  th e ir  s ce p t ic is m . 
S u ffic e  i t  t o  s a y  in  th e  m e a n tim e  th a t  I  h a v e  w itn e s s e d , b o th  in  E n g 
la n d  a n d  A m e r ic a ,  s o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  s p ir itu a l p h e n o m e n a  
e v e r  r e c o r d e d  in  m o d e r n  t im e s  ; a n d , f in d in g  n o  o t h e r  e x p la n a t io n  t o  
m eet  th e  fa c t s , th e  c o n v ic t io n  b e c a m e  ir re s is t ib le  th a t  th e y  w e r e  p r o 
d u ce d  b y  th e  a g e n c y  o f  s p ir its , a n d  in  m o s t  ca ses , f r o m  th e  p e c u l ia r  in 
t e ll ig e n c e  c o n v e y e d , th a t  t h e y  w e r e  th e  s p ir its  o f  d e p a r te d  p e rs o n s  w h o  
h a d  l iv e d  a m o n g s t  u s . W i t h  m y  p re s e n t  e x p e r ie n c e , l o o k in g  b a c k , I  
o n ly  w o n d e r  w h y  I  s h o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  d o u b te d  i t ,  fo r  in  c o m m o n  w it h  
th e  te a c h in g  o f  a ll  C h u r c h e s , I  a lw a y s  b e lie v e d  th a t  w e  w e r e  su rro u n d e d  
o y  s p ir its , a n d  th a t  th e  B ib le ,  w h ic h  i s  f i l le d  w ith  p r e c is e ly  s im ila r  
m a n ife s ta t io n s , w a s  a  t r u e  r e c o r d . I  w a s , in  fa c t ,  i n  th a t  c o n d it io n  o f  
m in d  in  w h ic h  th e  m a ss  o f  p r o fe s s in g  C h r is t ia n s  fin d  th e m s e lv e s . I  
r e c e iv e d  th e  B ib le  as I  w a s  ta u g h t  t o  d o — o n  s im p le  fa ith , a n d  th o u g h  
s ta g g e re d  w ith  s o m e  o f  th o s e  r e m a r k a b le  e v e n ts  r e c o r d e d  as h a p p e n in g  
m  t h e  a p o s t o l ic  a g e , I  w a s  n o t  d isp o s e d  t o  q u a rre l  w ith  w h a t  I  d id  n o t  
fim te  re a lis e  n o r  u n d e rs ta n d . B u t  n o w , h a v in g  w itn e s s e d  s p ir it  m a n ife s 
ta t io n s  a lm o s t  e q u a l t o  a n y t h in g  re c o r d e d  in  th a t  sa c re d  v o lu m e , I  re a d  
Jt w ith  m y  e y e s  o p e n e d , a n d  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  h a v e  a  lu r k in g  d o u b t  o f  its  
h is to r ic a l  tru th .

I  d o  n o t ,  h o w e v e r , b e l ie v e  th a t  th e s e  m a r v e ls  w e r e  a n d  a re  e f fe c te d  
t y  a  s u sp e n s io n  o f  n a tu re ’ s  la w s . I t  is  u se le ss  fo r  o n e  c la s s  o f  m e n  to  
r id ic u le  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y , a n d  a n o th e r  t o  a tt e m p t  s c ie n t if ic a l ly  t o  p r o v e  
th e  im p o s s ib i l it y  o f  p o n d e r o u s  s u b s ta n ce s  r is in g  a g a in s t  th e  la w  o f  
R ra v ita tio n . I  h a v e  seen  h u m a n  b e in g s  f lo a t , a n d  ch a ir s  a n d  ta b le s , t o o , 
w ith ou t v is ib le  a g e n c y .  I f  th is  is  t r u e , th e n  i t  is  c e r ta in  th a t  th e r e  
m u st  b e  s o m e  fo r c e  s u p e r io r  t o  th e  o r d in a r i ly  r e c o g n is e d  n a tu r a l la w s , 
h o d  th a t  I  s a y  is  sp ir it .

T h e  w h o le  s u b je c t ,  h o w e v e r , is  f o r  t o o  e x p a n s iv e  t o  b e  t r e a te d  in  th e  
“ P a ce  o f  a  le t t e r , e v e n  i f  I  w e r e  th e  f itte s t  p e r s o n  to  a tt e m p t  i t ,  w h ic h  
a  k n o w  I  a m  n o t . B u t  a s  S p ir itu a lism  a n d  its  p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  b e e n  
P r o m in e n t ly  d is c u s s e d  s o  r e c e n t ly  in  y o u r  c i t y ,  a n d  th e re  a p 
p ea rs  s o  m u c h  in te re s t  e x c ite d  b y  th a t  d is c u s s io n , I  a m  a n x io u s  th a t  
noBe w h o  a r e  s e e k in g  f o r  m o r e  l ig h t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  le d  a w a y  fr o m  its  
n v e s t ig a t io n , e ith e r  b y  th e  r e lig io u s  s c r u p le s  o f  o n e  c la s s  o f  o p p o n e n ts , 

" h o  a d m it  t h e  r e a l ity  o f  th o s e  s u p e r -m u n d a n e  a g e n c ie s , b u t  th in k  
Am o f  S a ta n ic  o r ig in , o r  b y  a n o th e r  t o ta l ly  o p p o s ite  c la s s — th e  s c ie n 

t if ic  m a te r ia lis t— w h o  c a n n o t  b e l ie v e  in  a n y  la w  u n k n o w n  t o  h im , a n d , 
le a s t  o f  a l l  in  s p ir it , w h ic h  t o  h is  r e a s o n in g  h a s  n o  e x is te n ce .

O n e  a d v a n ta g e  th a t  S p ir itu a lisn i h a s— a p a r t  f r o m  th e  la r g e  a m o u n t  
o f  te s t im o n y — is  th a t  i t  is  c a p a b le  o f  th e  fu lle s t  d e m o n s tra t io n  ; a n d  I ,  
th e re fo re , ea rn e s t ly  in v it e  a ll h o n e s t  s e a r ch e rs  a fte r  t ru th  to  te s t  i t  fo r  
th e m se lv e s , o f fe r in g , in  a n y  w a y  th a t  I  ca n , t o  a ss ist  th e m  in  th e ir  i n 
v e s t ig a t io n , a n d  to  s h o w n  th e m  a  v a r ie t y  o f  e v id e n c e , w h ic h  I  h a v e  ¡11 
m y  p o s s e s s io n .— I  a m , S ir , y o u r  o b e d ie n t  so rv a n t ,

L o n d o n , J u n e  30, 1804. B enj. Coleman.

W H A T  W A S  I T  1

T h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  “  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p a r t ie s  c o n c e r n e d , ”  
is  in s e r t e d  in  t h o  “  iZ'/ie B a n n e r  of L ig h t ,"  th e  w r it e r  b e i n g  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r in c ip a l  a c t o r ,  f o r  w h o s e  t r u t h fu ln e s s  I  d o  
n o t  h e s i ta t e  t o  v o u c h .

I t  w a s  a  b r i g h t  m o o n l i g h t  n i g h t  in  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 4 5  t h a t  D r
G . M --------- , t h e n  a b o u t  f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  a  m a n  o f  i r o n  n e r v e ,  a n d  a
s c o f fe r  a t  a l l  s u p e r n a t u r a l is m , w a s  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  f r o m  a  p r o 
fe s s io n a l  v i s i t  u p o n  a  s ic k  n e i g h b o u r ;  a n d ,  a s  t h e  r o a d s  w e r e  
m u d d y ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n c e  le s s  a c r o s s  t h e  l o t s ,  h e  w a s  t r u d g i n g  
a l o n g  o n  f o o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s t u r e  a d jo i n i n g  t h e  r o a d .  H e  w a s  
in  p e r f e c t  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h ,  a n d  h is  t h o u g h t s  w e r e  w i t h  h is  p a t i e n t ,  
w h ic h  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m e n t a l  a b e r r a t io n ,  l i e  h a d  
r e a c h e d  t h e  r o a d  f e n c e ,  a n d  w a s  c l i m b i n g  o v e r ,  w h e n  t h e  c l a t t e r i n g  
o f  h o r s e s ’  h o o f s  f e l l  o n  h is  e a r . L o o k i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  w h e n c e  
t h e  s o u n d  p r o c e e d e d ,  h e  s a w  a  p o w e r fu l  b l a c k  h o r s e  d a s h i n g  
a l o n g  t o w a r d  h im  w i t h  f r i g h t f u l  r a p i d i t y .  U p o n  h is  b a c k  w a s  a  
y o u n g  m a n  o f  s le n d e r  f o r m ,  w h o  h a d  l o s t  a l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
m a d d e n e d  b e a s t , t h a t  w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  h u r r y in g  h i m  o n w a r d  to  a  
h o r r id  d o o m . Q u ic k  as t h o u g h t  t h e  D o c t o r  l e a p e d  f r o m  t h e  f e n c e  
a n d  s t a t io n e d  h i m s e l f  b y  t h e  r o a d ,  i n t e n d i n g  t o  g r a s p  t h e  r e in s ,  
b e a r  t h e  a n im a l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d , i f  p o s s ib le ,  s a v e  t h e  p o w e r le s s  
r i d e r  f r o m  a  f a t e  t h a t  o t h e r w is e  s e e m e d  i n e v i t a b le .  W h e n  t h e  
h o r s e  c a m e  s u f f i c i e n t ly  n e a r  h e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e iz e  t h e  b r i d le ,  b u t ,  
a s  t h o u g h  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  h e  s p r a n g  q u i c k l y  o n  o n e  
s id e ,  a n d  l e a p i n g  a  g u t t e r ,  t h e  r id e r  f e l l  h e a v i l y  t o  t h o  g r o u n d ,  h is  
h e a d  s t r ik i n g  a  l a r g e  s t o n e ,  w h ic h  b r u is e d  h is  t e m p l e  i n  a  
t e r r ib le  m a n n e r .  A t  t h is  m o m e n t  t h o  D o c t o r  r e c o g n i s o d  i n  t h e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  m a n  h is  o n l y  b r o t h e r ,  t h e n ,  a s  h e  s u p p o s e d ,  f i v e
h u n d r e d  m i le s  d i s t a n t  in  t h e  t o w n  o f  L ---------. T h e r e ,  in  t h e  c o l d ,
g r a y  m o o n l i g h t ,  la y  t h e  l i f e le s s  f o r m  o f  L e m u e l  M --------- , t h e  b l o o d
s t r e a m in g  in  a  c r im s o n  c u r r e n t  o v e r  h is  fa ir ,  p a l l i d  f e a t u r e s ,  
f r o m  t h e  g h a s t l y  w o u n d  in  h is  t e m p l e .  W i t h  a  c r y  o f  a g o n y  t h e  
D o c t o r  b e n t  o v e r  h im ,  t o  r a is e  t h e  s e n s e le s s  f o r m  in  h is  a r m s , w h e n , 
t o  h is  u t t e r  a s t o n is h m e n t ,  t h e  b o d y  f a d e d  f r o m  h is  s ig h t .  H e ,  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h o  lo s s  o f  s ig h t  m i g h t  a r is e  f r o m  a  t e m p o r a r y  
fa in tn e s s , r u b b e d  h is  e y e s  t o  c l e a r  h is  d i s o r d e r e d  v i s io n ,  a n d  
l o o k e d  a g a in .  B e h o l d ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  v i s i b l e  b u t  t h e  u s u a l  
o b je c t s  h e  h a d  p a s s e d  a  h u n d r e d  t im e s  ! H e  t u r n e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  
t h e  h o r s e ,  w h e n  l o  ! t h a t ,  t o o ,  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d .  I t  w a s  i n c o m 
p r e h e n s ib le .  H e  s e a t e d  h i m s e l f  u p o n  t h e  v e r y  s t o n e  a g a in s t  w h ic h  
t h e  a p p a r i t i o n ’ s h e a d  h a d  b e e n  d a s h e d ,  a n d  s t r o v e  t o  c o l l e c t  h is  
t h o u g h t s .  H e  r e v o l v e d  t h e  w h o le  c i r c u m s t a n c e  in  h is  m in d  ; a n d ,  
b e i n g  u n a b le  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t  b y  n a t u r a l  la w ,  h e  p l a c e d  h is  m e d i 
c i n e  c a s e  u p o n  h is  a r m , a n d  r e s u m e d  h is  h o m e w a r d  w a lk  in  a n  
a g i t a t e d  s ta t e  o f  m in d .  H e  t o ld  t h e  s t o r y  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  t h e y  
b o t h  r e s o lv e d  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  a s  i t  w o u ld  f r i g h t e n  
t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  r e n d e r  t h e m s e lv e s  o b je c t s  o f  t h e i r  in c r e d u l o u s  
n e i g h b o u r s ’  r i d i c u l e .  A n d  n o w  f o r  t h e  s e q u e l .

F o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  t h o  D o c t o r  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n  u n u s u a l  m e n t a l  
d e p r e s s io n ,  a n d ,  t o  r e l i e v e  t h is ,  h o  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  h is  b r o t h e r ,  r e 
q u e s t i n g  a n  i m m e d i a t e  r e p l y .  H e  h a d  b u t  ju s t  c o m p l e t e d  h is  l e t t e r ,  
w h e n  a  p a c k a g e  w a s  h a n d e d  h i m ,  p o s t m a r k e d  L — — , a n d  d i r e c t e d  
in  t h e  h a n d  o f  h is  b r o t h e r ’ s w i f e .  A n  i n v o lu n t a r y  s h u d d e r  
t h r i l l e d  h is  f r a m e  a s  h is  e y e  r a n  o v e r  t h e  s u p e r s c r i p t i o n ,  f o r  h e  
f e l t  h is  w o r s t  f e a r s  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d .  H e  b r o k e  t h e  s e a l ,  
a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  h is  a p p r e h e n s io n s  w e r e  b u t  t o o  t r u e  ; t h e  f r i g h t f u l  
a p p a r i t i o n  o f  t e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  w a s  a n  e x a c t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  a. 
s c e n e  w h ic h  t r a n s p ir e d  t h o  s a m e  m o r n i n g  a t  L --------- .

H i s  b r o t h e r ,  b e i n g  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h ,  h a d  b e e n  t a k i n g  a  r i d e  o f  
s o m e  d is t a n c e ,  a n d  a s  h e  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  h is  h o r s o  b e c a m e  
f r i g h t e n e d  a n d  r a n  a w a y , t h r o w in g  h i m  u p o n  a  s t o n e  b y  t h e  r o a d 
s id e ,  w h ic h  f r a c t u r e d  h is  s k u l l  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  h e  d i e d  in  a  f e w  h o u r s .

T he D avenports.—W e  h a v e  r o c e iv o d  a  lo t t e r  f r o m  A m e r ic a  
in fo r m in g  u s  th a t  th o  D a v e n p o r t  B o y s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  M r  F n r g n s o n , 
w i l l  le a v e  th o  N o w  C o u n t r y  f o r  th o  O ld  C o u n t r y  e a r ly  in  S e p to m b o r . 
W e  a re  a lso  in fo r m e d  th a t  a  M r  P a r d e r , o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  A m e r ic a n  
t r a n c e  s p e a k e rs , w i l l  s o o n  b e  w i t h  u s . M is s  L iz z ie  D o t e n ,  t r a n c e -  
m e d iu m , p ro m is e s  t o  c o m e  o v e r  n e x t  y e a r . T h u s  w o  a re  l i k o l y  t o  
h a v e  a  l i t t l o  fr e s h  l i f o  p u t  in t o  t h e  s p ir itu a l b o d y  o f  o ld  E n g la n d . T h o  
D a v e n p o r t  B o y s , w it h  h a l f  th e  su cce ss  t h e y  a re  m o o t in g  w it h  i n  t h e i r  
o w n  c o u n t r y ,  w i l l  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  se t  o u r  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e  p h ilo s o p h e r s  
a t  w o r k  d is c o v e r in g  n e w  in v o lu n t a r y  m u s c u la r  th e o r ie s , a n d  e v e n  t h e  
w iz a r d  A n d e r s o n  m a y  f in d  co l lu s io n  a n d  m e c h a n ic a l  c o n t r iv a n c e  a ids , 
a t  fa u lt  in  c o m p e t it io n  w it h  th o  s p ir its .

M r  Home is  e x p e c te d  s h o r t ly  t o  le a v e  L o n d o n  f o r  A u s tr a lia .

T o  g r o w  o ld  in  h e a v e n  is  t o  g r o w  y o u n g .
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f f l o r t e a p o n t o e n c e .
[  We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of correspondents.']

LETTER TO A FRIEND.
(on tiie death of a favourite child.)

D e a r  F r i e n d , — I  d o  in d e e d  s y m p a t h is e  w i t h  y o u  in  y o u r

in e s e n t  s o r r o w . I  h a v e  n o t  in d e e d  k n o w n  t h e  lo s s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
>ut I  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  b e r e a v e m e n t s  w h ic h  c o u l d  b e  s c a r c e l y  le s s  

p a in f u l .  T h e  o n l y  t r u e  c o n s o la t io n  I  k n o w  o f  in  t h e s e  s a d  t r ia ls  
is  o n e  to  w h ic h  m y  p e c u l i a r  c o n v i c t i o n s  g i v e  s u c h  f ir m  a s s u r a n c e , 
n a m e l y ,  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  a r o  p a r t e d  f r o m  u s  d o  n o t  c e a s e  t o  b e , —  
t h a t  t h e  s y m p a t h y  a n d  a f f e c t io n  w h ic h  c o n t i n u o  t o  f lo w  o u t  f r o m  
u s  t o  t h e m , c a n n o t  fa i l  t o  c a l l  f o r t h  in  t h e m  fe e l in g s  r e s p o n s iv e  
t o  o u r  o w u , e v e n  t h o u g h  n o  s e n s ib le  m a n i fe s t a t io n  o f  t h e m  b e  m a d e  
t o  u s . I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  u s  s o  y o u n g ,  w e  
k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d  e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  c o n t a m in a t e d  
b y  t h e  e v i l ,  o r  a f f l i c t e d  b y  t h e  s o r r o w s , o f  t h e  w o r ld  ; a n d  t h a t  
t h e y  a r c  t h e  s u b je c t s  o f  a  w is e  a n d  t e n d e r  c a r e ,  b e y o n d  th a t  
p o s s ib le  e v e n  t o  p a r e n t a l  l o v e .  T h o u g h  p a in f u l  a t  t h e  t im e ,  i t  is  
a  w is e ,  a y e ,  a n d  a  m e r c i f u l  p r o v is io n ,  w h ic h ,  a s  w e  a d v a n c e  in  
l i f e ,  t h u s  lo o s e n s  t h e  h o l d  w e  h a v e  u p o n  i t : w h i le  a t  t h e  s a m e  
t im e ,  a s  w e  p r o c e e d  o n  o u r  j o u r n e y ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  la n d  w h it h e r  
w e  a r e  b o u n d ,  a c q u ir e s  t o  u s  a u  i n c r e a s in g  a t t r a c t iv e n e s s  ; a n d  
t h a t  as t h e  h o m o  a n d  s o c i a l  c i r c le  h e r o  g r o w s  s m a l le r  a n d  
s m a l le r ,  t i l l  w e  a r e  l e f t  w e l l - n i g h  a lo n e ,  i t  t h e r e  g r o w s  la r g e r  
a n d  l a r g e r  t i l l  w e  a lm o s t  l o n g  t o  r e jo i n  i t .  I  k n o w  t h a t ,  in  t h e  
f r e s h n e s s  o f  y o u r  g r i e f ,  th e s e  c o m m o n - p la c e s  c a n  h a v e  b u t  l i t t l e  o r  
n o  e f f e c t  in  a s s u a g in g  i t  ; b u t  s t i l l  I  h o p e  t h a t  in  a f t e r t i m e  t h e y  
m a y  s u g g e s t  r e f le c t io n s  w h ic h  p o s s ib ly  m a y  n o t  b o  w i t h o u t  s o m e  
g o o d  e f f e c t .  A s s u r e  M r s  J .  t h a t  w e  c o n d o l e  w i t h  h e r  in  h e r  
p r e s e n t  b e r e a v e m e n t ,  a n d  w i t h  s in c e r e  r e s p e c t  b e l i e v e  m e ,  y o u r s  
f a i t h f u l l y ,  T h o m a s  B r e v i o r .

FALSE  A LA R M  OF TH E  CH URCH .
[ T o  th o  E d it o r  o f  t h o  S p i r i t u a l  T i m e s . ]

S i r ,— W h e n c e  a r ise s  th e  fa lse  a la r m  o f  th o  C h u r ch  ?  I f  s h e  b e  a  t ru e  
C h u r ch , th e  t ru th  w il l  m a k e  h e r  fr e e , a n d  th e re  is  n o  ca u s e  f o r  a la rm . 
O n ly  th o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  c l in g in g  t o  th e  p e r is h a b le  a n d  th e  u n d ig n ifie d  
n e e d  g iv e  h e r  a la rm . T h e  s p ir it  o f  r e l ig io n  is  C a th o l ic  o r  U n iv e r s a l  in  
i t s  n a tu re , a n d  th e re  is  l i t t le  d o u b t  b u t  th a t  a ll  s e c ts  p o sse ss  m o r e  o r  
le s 3 o f  i t s  d iv in e  p o w e r . P a g a n s , J e w s ,  M a h o m e d a n s , a n d  C h r is t ia n s , 
a l l  p o sse ss  it. A l l  in s titu t io n s  o r ig in a te d  a n d  g u id e d  b y  h u m a n  b e in g s  
m u s t  n e c e ss a r ily , o w in g  t o  m a n ’ s fin ite  ca p a c it ie s , h o ld  t o g e th e r  b y  th e  
m ix e d  ce m e n t  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l .  J u d a is m , a lth o u g h  it  s u c ce e d e d  it  d id  
n o t  d e s t r o y  P a g a n is m . C h r is t ia n ity , a lth o u g h  it  su p e rse d e d  P a g a n is m , 
h a s  n o t  a s  y e t  a b s o lu te ly  c r u sh e d  it  o u t  o f  e x is te n ce . T h e  s p ir it  
o f  r e l ig io n  p e rv a d e s  l ife , a n d  o w in g  to  i t s  p ro g r e s s iv e  n a tu re  r e -o r d e r s  
o r  b r in g s  a b o u t  ch a n g e  o r  d e v e lo p m e n t . T h e  J e w s  h a d  g r e a t  rea son  
t o  e s te e m  th e m se lv e s  m o r e  e n lig h te n e d  th a n  th e  P a g a n s , fo r  th e y  h a d  
a c q u ir e d  m u c h  fr o m  th e  E g y p t ia n s . T h e  C h r is t ia n s  h a d  g r e a t  r e a s o n s  
l ik e w is e  t o  e s te e m  th e m s e lv e s  m o r e  e n l ig h te n e d  th a n  th e  J e w s — a n d  
s o  o n .

G o d  se n d s  fo r t h  th e  m ig h t y  ir re s is t ib le  s p ir it  o f  r e fo r m  in t o  th e  
e a r th e n  v e sse ls  o f  m e n ’ s b o d ie s , “  th a t  th e  s p ir it  a n d  p o w e r  m ig h t  a p 
p e a r  a n d  b e  o f  God, a n d  n o t  o f  m a n ."  T h a t  s p ir it  c a m e  u p o n  M o s e s  
a n d  th e  P r o p h e ts , u p o n  C h r is t  a n d  u p o n  P a u l , u p o n  L u th e r  a n d  C a lv in , 
u p o n  T h e o d o r e  P a r k e r  a n d  F r a n c is  N e w n m n , u p o n  V o lt a ir e  a n d  
T h o m a s  P a in e . T h a t  la s t  o b n o x io u s  n a m e — w h y  d id  G o d ’ s sp ir it  
c o m e  o n  h im  P o r  o n  th e  F r e n c h  R e v o lu t io n  ?  A n s w e r  w h o  ch o o se s . 
D id  n o t  G o d ’ s s p ir it  p la y  in  th e  e a r th e n  v e s s e l  o f  J o h n  K n o x  a n d  
T h o m a s  C h a lm e rs , a n d  d id  n o t  C h a lm e rs  m o v e  th e  s p ir it  a n d  s t ir  to  
a c t io n  n e a r ly  f iv e -h u n d r e d  m in is te r s  o f  th e  E s ta b lis h e d  K ir k  o f  S c o t 
la n d  to  le a v e  th e ir  l iv in g s  a n d  t r u s t  t o  A lm i g h t y  P r o v id e n c e  a n d  th e  
s p ir it  o f  fr e e  m e n , w h o  w e r e  d e te rm in e d  t o  c h o o s e  th e ir  o w n  m in is te r s , 
a n d  n o t  to  a l lo w  t h a t  r ig h t  to  r e m a in  a lo n e  w ith  th e  p o ss e s so rs  o f  th e  
la n d ?  W h a t  r ig h t  h a v e  th e  p r o p r ie t o r s  o f  th e  s o il  t o  c o n tr o l  th e  r ig h t  
o f  fr e e  th o u g h t  ? T h e s e  fre e m e n  o f  S c o t la n d  s u b s c r ib e d  h u n d re d s  a n d  
th o u s a n d s  o f  p o u n d s  to  a sse r t  th e  r ig h t  o f  fre e  t h o u g h t ; a n d  w h e n  th e  
d a y  co m e s  th e y  w i l l  b e  w i l l in g  a lso  to  s u b s c r ib e  th o u s a n d s  o f  p o u n d s  
f o r  fr e e  a n d  u n fe tte re d  d o c t r in e  1 D o e s  n o t  th e  s p ir it  o f  th o  A lm ig h t y  
p l a y  in  th e  b o d ie s  o f  th e  w r ite r s  o f  th e  E s s a y s  a n d  R e v ie w s , a n d  in  th a t  
o f  th e  I i is h o p  o f  N a ta l ?  G o d ’ s B pirit le ft  th e  w o r ld  w h e n  th e  w r ite r s  
o f  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  T e s ta m e n t  fin ish ed  th e s e  b o o k s . B u t  w e r e  th e y  
fin ish e d  ? — a re  th e y  fin ish e d  t— o r  w i l l  th e y  e v e r  b e  f in ish e d  ? T h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  a lte re d , a d d e d  t o ,  a n d  s u b tr a c te d  f r o m  f o r  a g e s  p a st , a n d  
n e e d  m o r e  p h y s ic ,  fo r  th e y  a r e  s t i l l  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  d o c t o r s . W e l l ,  
a fte r  a ll, w h a t  h a v e  a ll  th ese  m e n  d o n e  t o  ca u s e  th e  C h u r c h  a n y  a la rm , 
o r  to  in d u c e  th e  c r y  th a t  th e  C h u r ch  is  in  d a n g e r  f r o m  C o lc n s o , a n d  
th e  r e fo rm e rs  o f  th is  o r  a n y  a g e  ?  H a v e  a ll  th e  m e n  I  h a v e  e n u m e 
r a te d  d o n e  an  a to m  o f  e v i l  t o  th e  C h u r c h ?  H a v e  th e y  n o t  ra th e r  d o n e  
g o o d  b y  a r o u s in g  it  f r o m  its  le th a r g y , a n d  a w a k e n in g  i t  t o  n e w  life  
a n d  v ig o u r  fo r  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  G r e a t  C re a to r , a n d  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  
h u m a n  r a c e  ?  “  M a n ’ s  c h ie f  eu d  is  t o  g lo r i fy  G o d  fo r  e v e r .”  I s  i t  w e ll  
fo r  th e  C h u r c h  t o  g o  o n  w ith o u t  r e p a ir  o r  th e  s lig h te s t  c h a n g e  ? A11 
n a tu r e  r e v o lts  a t  s u c h  a  d o c t r in e , f o r  e te rn a l l i fe  and  r e v o lu t io n  is  th e  
o r d e r  o f  a ll  th in g s . N a r r o w -m in d e d  m e n  m a y  s h u t  th e ir  e y e s  t o  th e  
t ru t li , b u t  t im e  a n d  A lm ig h t y  P r o v id e n c e  w i l l  d e c la re  it .  A l l  s p ir it  
a n d  life  a re  fr o m  th e  l iv in g  G o d . L e t  n o  o n e  fe a r  fre e  th o u g h t  a n d  
fre e  d is c u ss io n , fo r  th e y  te n d  to w a rd s  G o d . T h e  a la rm  o f  th e  C h u r c h

b e in g  in  d a n g e r  is  a  p h a n to m  o r  s c a r e -c r o w , t o  t e r r i fy  th e  ig n o r a n t . 
A l l  h is t o r y  c o n fu te s  th e  a lle g a t io n  th a t  fr e e  th in k e rs  a n d  r e fo r m e r s  
h a v e  b e e n  a n  in ju r y  to  th e  C h u r ch  ; o n  th e  c o n t r a r y  th e y  h a v e  ca u s e d  
its  p u r i f ic a t io n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  e v e r y  l ig e . I  a m , & c .,

W m . M a c f a r l a n e .

S P IR IT U A L ISM  VER SU S O R TH O D O XY.
S a l v a t i o n  a n u  R e g e n e r a t i o n ,  R e d e m p t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t .

S ir ,— A  sories  o f  a r t ic le s  h a v o  a p p e a r e d  w e e k  a fte r  w e e k  in  th o  
Spiritual Times, b y  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t , IT  Esprit, w h ic h  a n y  p e rs o n  a t  a ll  
re a d  in  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d  m u s t  p o ru se  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  c o n ce rn .

A  fe w  w o c k s  b a c k  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  v a in ly  e n d e a v o u r e d  to  d is 
p r o v e  th e  fa c t  th a t  C h r is t  is  “  V e r y  G o d  o f  v e r y  G o d ,”  a n d  to  th a t  
e n d  m a d e  s o m e  v e r y  in g e n io u s  a n d  u n re a so n a b le  d is t o r t io n s  o f  S c r ip 
tu re  t e x t s ; a n d  h e  m a y  th in k  th a t  h o  h a s  a d m ir a b ly  s u c c e e d e d ; 
h o w e v e r , I  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  d iffe r  f r o m  h im . H o  n o w  v e n tu re s  in  a  
le t t e r  in  th o  Spiritual Times o f  J u ly  2 n d  t o  d e n y  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  C h r is t ’ s 
A to n e m e n t , a n d , b y  p e r v e r s io n s  as in g e n io u s  a n d  as u n re a so n a b le  as 
b e fo r o  seek s  to  o v e r th r o w  t lio s o  b e lie fs  w h ic h  a ro  th e  v e r y  fo u n d a t io n  o f  
th e  C h r is tia n  s y s to m , a n d  th a t  d o c t r in o  w h ic h  is  th o  v o r y  k e y s to n e  
o f  a ll , b u t  w h ic h  h o  a ssorts  is  “ in  th o  c r o e d s ,”  a n d  “ n o t  in  th o  G o s p e l  
o f  th o  D iv in e  J e s u s .”  H a d  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  m e r e ly  g iv e n  h is  
o p in io n , a n d  n o t  v e n tu r e d  t o  b r in g  S cr ip tu re  to  h is  a id  t o  s u p p o r t  h is  
v io w s , I  s h o u ld  n o v e r  h a v e  w r it t e n  a  l in o  in  r e p ly ,  b u t  w h e n  h e  
a tte m p ts  t o  s u p p o r t  b e lie fs  p u r e ly  h u m a n  b y  G o d ’ s re v e a le d  t r u th , 
g iv e n  t o  u s  b y  th e  p o n  o f  H o l y  M o n  o f  G o d  w h o  sp a k e  as t h e y  w e r e  
m o v e d  b y  th o  H o l y  G h o s t , i t  b o c o m o s  q u ite  a n o th e r  m a tto r .

Y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  e n d e a v o u rs  firs t  o f  a ll  t o  g i v o a  b ir d ’ s - e y o  v ie w  
o f  th o  o r t h o d o x  n o t io n s  “ as ta u g h t  in  t h o  p o p u la r  c r o e d s ,”  a n d  o n e  o f  
h is  g re a te s t  o b je c t io n s  t o  th o s e  o r t h o d o x  v io w s  is  th a t  t h e r o b y  G o d  is  
r e p re s e n te d  as a n  a n g r y ,  o ffe n d e d  D e i t y ; b o  th is  as i t  m a y , I  w o u ld  
a sk , w i l l  h o , h o w o v e r , d o n y  w h a t  is  so c le a r ly  m a d o  k n o w n , th a t  G o d  is  
th e  m o r a l  G o v e r n o r  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  w h o  h a s  p ro m is e d  T ow a rd s  t o  o b e d i 
e n c e  t o  h is  la w s  a n d  h a s  p r o n o u n c e d  p u n is h m o n t  u p o n  d is o b e d ie n c e  ; 
i f  s o , h o w  d o e s  h o  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  th o  w o r ld  b y  a  f lo o d , 
o r  o f  S o d o m  a n d  G o m o r r h a  b y  fire  a n d  b r im s to n e , a n d  h o w  d o e s  h e  
e x p la in  a w a y  th o s e  p a ssa g e s  in  H o ly  W r i t  w h ic h  so  c le a r ly  s ta te  th a t  
“  th o  w a g e s  o f  s in  is  d e a th  ¡ ’ ’ th a t  w o  a ro  b y  n a tu ro  “ c h ild r e n  o f  w r a t h ,”  
o r  w lio r o  w o  re a d  “  L o t  n o  m a n  d e c e iv e  y o u  w ith  v a in  w o r d s , f o r  b e 
ca u se  o f  th e s o  th in g s  c o m e t li  t h o  w r a th  o f  G o d  u p o n  th o  c h ild r e n  o f  
d is o b o d ie n c o ,”  (E p h e s ia n s  v . 6 , C o l. i i i . 6 . )  a n d  m o r e o v o r  i t  m u s t  b e , 
i f  G o d  b o  ju s t ,  a n d  K i n g  o f  K in g s  a n d  L o r d  o f  L o r d s , th a t  p u n is h m o n t  
fo r  d iso b e d io n c o  a n d  fo r  s in  m u s t  b e  v is ito d  u p o n  th o  s in n e r , a n d  
fo l lo w in g  u p o n  th is , s e e in g  w e  a re  a ll  s in n e rs  a n d  th a t  “  th e re  is  
n o n o  r ig h to o u s , n o  n o t  o n o ,”  s in n e rs  b y  n a tu re  a n d  b y  p r a c t ic e , w e  
a re  e a ch  o f  u s  o x p o s o d  t o  p u n is h m o n t , i f  th o  r ig h te o u s  la w  o f  a  ju s t  a n d  
h o l y  G o d  is  t o  b o  h o n o u r e d  a n d  u p h e ld . B u t  d o e s  i t  f o l l o w  th a t  th is  in  
a n y  w a y  p re v e n ts  th o  o t h e r  p e r fe c t io n s  o f  th o  D iv in e  c h a r a c te r  f r o m  
b e in g  e x h ib it e d  a n d  d is p la y e d  o n  m a n ’ s b e h a l f  ? C e r ta in ly  n o t ; i t  r a th e r  
m a g n ifie s  th o s e  p e r fe c t io n s  ; h e n c o  th e  g lo r io u s  p la n  o f  r e d e m p tio n  b y  
a  v ic a r io u s  s a c r if ic e , h e n c o , th o  B on d in g  o f  h is  o w n  B o n  t o  d io  f o r  (anti) 
u s  s in n e rs . T h e  ju s t ic e  o f  G o d  d o m a n d s , a n d  r ig h t ly  a n d  re a s o n a b ly  
d o m a n d s , t o o , o u r  e x c lu s io n  fr o m  e te rn a l h a p p in e ss  a n d  c o n s ig n m e n t  
t o  o t e m a l  m is e r y  b y  re a s o n  o f  o u r  s in s , b u t  G o d  in  t h o  a b u n d a n c e  o f  
H is  m e r c y  a n d  in  th o  fu ln e s s  o f  H is  lo v o , s e n t  h is  o n ly -b e g o t t e n ,  w o l l -  
b e lo v e d  S o n  t o  d ie  f o r  th e  s in n e r , a n d  in  J e su s  C h r is t  w o  “  b e h o ld  th e  
L a m b  o f  G o d  w h ic h  ta k e th  a w a y  th e  s in s  o f  th e  w o r ld .”  T h o  r e m a rk  
m a d o  b y  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  u p o n  th is  t o x t  is  v e r y  v a g u e ; e v o r y  B ib le  
s tu d e n t  k n o w s  th a t  in  th is  t e x t  a llu s io n  is  m a d o  to  th o  la m b  u n d o r  th e  
M o s a ic  d isp e n s a tio n , C h r is t  b e in g  th o  s u b s ta n ce  ty p if ie d  b y  th e  d a i ly  
o f fe r in g  o f  th o  la m b , a n d  u n d e r  th is  fig u re , w e  k n o w  h e  w a s  p ro p h e s ie d  
o f  ( I s a ia h  l i i i .  ; s ee  v .  7 )  h o  is  b r o u g h t  as a  la m b  t o  th e  s la u g h te r .

B u t  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  th o n  g o e s  o n  t o  a sse r t  th a t  th o  whole force o f  
th o  a r g u m e n t  r e s p e c t in g  C h r is t ’ s  v ic a r io u s  s a c r if ic e  tu rn s  u p o n  th e  
m e a n in g  o f  th o  w o r d  “  fo r  ”  in  th o  te x t s  in  w h ic h  C h r is t  is  s p o k e n  o f  
as d y i n g  “  f o r  u s ,”  a n d  h o  s a y s  th a t  i f  “  f o r  ”  s ig n ifie s  “  in s te a d  o f , ”  
th o  o r t h o d o x  v ie w  is  fe a s ib le . I t  is  t r u e  th a t  th e  a r g u m e n t  
d e p e n d s  in  some measure u p o n  th e  s ig n if ic a t io n  o f  th o s o  p a r t ic le s  w h ic h  
a ro  tra n s la te d  “ f o r , ”  t h o u g h  its  fo r c e  is  t o  b o  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th o  w h o le  
t e n o u r  a n d  p la in  te a c h in g  o f  th e  S c r ip tu re , a n d  n o t  f r o m  is o la te d  w o r d s ,  
a n d  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  th e n  im a g in e s  th a t  h e  h a s  g iv e n  th e  fa ta l  b lo w  
t o  th o  w h o lo  a r g u m e n t  b y  s ta t in g  th a t  (anti) t r a n s la te d  “  f o r ”  a n d  
m e a n in g  “  in s to a d  o f ”  is  n o v e r  u s e d  in  th o  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  w h e n  th o  
w r ite r s  sp e a k  o f  C h r is t  as h a v in g  d ie d  fo r  m e n , b u t  th a t  (pro o r  uper) 
a re  u se d , s ig n i fy in g  “  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  ”  o r  in  “  b e h a l f  o f . ”  T h a t  anti 
m e a n s  as h e  s ta tes , “  in s to a d  o f ”  is  c lo a r , w o  h a v e  a n  e x a m p lo  o f  its  
b e in g  so  tra n s la te d  in  M a t th e w  ii. 2 2 :— “  B u t  w h e n  h e  h e a r d  th a t  
A rc h e la u s  d id  r e ig n  in  J u d e a  in  th o  r o o m  o f  (anti) h is  fa th o r , H e r o d ,”  
b u t  th a t  th o  a ss e r t io n  w h ic h  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  m a k e s  w it h  r e fe re n ce  
t o  to x ts  s ta t in g  th a t  C h r is t  d ie d  f o r  u s  is  c o r r e c t  is  n o t  q u ite  so  c le a r , 
in  fa c t , th o  s ta te m e n t  is  in c o r r e c t .  I f  h e  tu rn s  t o  M a t th e w  x x .  2 8 , h e  
w i l l  th e re  r e a d “  E v e n  as  th e  S o n  o f  M a n  c a m e  n o t  t o  b e  m in is te re d  
u n to , b u t  t o  m in is te r , a n d  t o  g iv o  h is  l i fe  a  ra n s o m  f o r  m a n y  (anti 
potion) a n d  a lso  M a r k  x . 4 5 , w h o r e  w o  f in d  th o  sa m e  p h ra s o  re p e a te d , 
t w o  w r ite r s  g iv in g  th o  w o r d s  o f  J e su s  C h r is t  h im s e li  j a n d  a l th o u g h  
(uper) is  u s e d  (J o h n  x v .  13 .) t o  a n y  u n p r e ju d ic e d  a n d  c a n d id  m in d , 
th e r e  ca n  b e  o n l y  o n o  id o a  c o n v o y e d . “  G r e a te r  l o v e  h a th  n o  m a n  
th a n  th is , th a t  a  m a n  la y  d o w n  h is  l i fo  f o r  h is  f r ie n d s — in s te a d  o f  h is  
f r ie n d s  h a v in g  t o  la y  d o w n  th e ir s — a n d  so  1 J o h n  i i i .  16 :— “  H e r e b y  
p e r c e iv e  w o  th e  l o v o  o f  G o d ,  b e ca u s e  h o  la id  d o w n  h is  l i fo  fo r  u s .”

B u t  fu r th e r  th a n  th is , t h o  v o r y  id e a  o f  R e d e m p t io n  o f  n e c e s s ity  
in v o lv e s  th a t  o f  s u b s t itu t io n . W e  d e r iv e  th e  e x p r e s s io n  R e d e m p t io n  
fr o m  th e  u se  in  S c r ip tu re  o f  th o  G r e o k  lutron, w h ic h  a lw a y s  r e p re s e n ts  
in  th o  N o w  T e s ta m e n t  lutrosis o r  apolutrosis, b o th  o f  w h ic h  w o r d s  
a ro  d e s c r ip t iv e  o f  th o  a c t  o f  p r o c u r in g  th e  l ib e r a t io n  o f  a n o th e r  b y  th e  
p a y m e n t  o f  s o m o  lutron, o r  apoina, th a t  is  ra n s o m  o r  fo r fe it ,  a n a  c o n -
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s o q u e n t ly , th e  w o r d  is  u s e d  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  t o  d e n o te  th e  sta te  
o f  b e in g  r a n s o m e d  in  th is  w a y . T h e s e  w o r d s  s ig n i fy , 1st, t o  b u y  h a ck  
b y  p a y m e n t  o f  th e  p r ic e  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s o ld , o r  t o  r e d e e m  w h a t  h a s  b o o n  
d e v o te d  b y  s u b s t itu t in g  s o m e th in g  e lse  in  its  p la c e  ; so  in  M a tth e w  x x . 
28 , a n d  M a r k  x .  4 5 , b e fo r e  r e fe r r e d  t o , th is  id o a  is  a b s o lu te ly  in v o lv e d ,  
f o r  th e  w o r d  t r a n s la te d  ra n s o m  is  lulron. A n d  y o t  m o r e  d e c id e d ly  ( i f  
P layth in g  m o r e  d e c id e d  is  n e c e s s a r y ) ,  w e  re a d  1 T im . i i .  6 :— “  F o r  th e re  
is  o n e  G o d  a n d  o n e  M e d ia to r  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n , t h e  m a n  C h r is t  
J esu s , w h o  g a v e  h im s e lf  a  ra n s o m  fo r  a l l t h e  w o r d  h e r e  is  n o n e  o th e r  
th a n  antilutron, so  th a t  b y  R e d e m p t io n  m u s t  b o  u n d e r s to o d  f r o m  th e  
S cr ip tu re  t e r m  u sed , d e liv e r a n c e  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  ra n s o m .

I n  th e  p a ssa g e  q u o te d  b y  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t , T i t u s  i i . 14 :— “  w h o  
g a v e  h im s e lf  f o r  us th a t  h e  m ig h t  r e d e e m  u s  f r o m  a ll  in iq u it y ,  & c .,”  
th e  id e a  o f  o u r  b e in g  sa v e d  f r o m  t h o  p u n is h m e n t  d u e  t o  o u r  s in s  b y  
C h ris t ’ s  t e a c h in g  a n d  e x a m p le  as s ta te d  b y  D ’ E s p r it  is  n e v e r  h in te d  
at. W h o  g a v o  h im s e lf  fo r  u s , th e  o r ig in a l  is  luiroseetai eemas, m e a n in g  
th a t  h e  m ig h t  ra n s o m  u s , r e d e e m  u s  b y  p a y m e n t  o f  lulron, from  a ll  
w iq u it y ,  b e a r in g  o u t  M a t th e w  i . 21 : — “  T h o u  s h a lt  ca l l  h is  n a m o  J e su s , 
fo r  h e  s h a ll s a v e  h is  p e o p le  from their s in s ,”  n o t  in th e ir  s in s ; a n d  G a l. 
i. 4 , q u o te d  b y  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t , th o  m e a n in g  is  as c le a r  as p o s s ib le  :
“  W h o  g a v o  h im s e lf  f o r  u s  th a t  h e  m ig h t  d e l iv e r  u s  f r o m  th is  p re s e n t  
e v i l  w o r ld ,”  th a t  is , f r o m  th o  w o r ld  o f  s in , th a t , b y  th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  
h im s e lf  h e  m ig h t  d e l iv e r  u s  fr o m  s in ’ s g u i lt  a n d  fr o m  s in ’ s p o w e r ; 
s e tt in g  f o r t h  th e  g r a n d  w o r k  C h r is t  ca m e  t o  d o , v iz  to  r e s cu e  s in n ers  
fr o m  th e  d o m in io n  o f  th o  w o r ld ,  a n d  sep a ra te  th e m  u n to  G o d .

T h o  w o r k  o f  r e d e m p tio n  is  a lso  b r o u g h t  b e fo r e  u s  in  S c r ip tu r e  b y  th o  
u se  o f  a n o th e r  w o r d  e q u a lly  c le a r  a n d  s ig n if ic a n t  in  its  m e a n in g , as
G a l iii. 1 3  w e  r o a d  :__ “  C h r is t  h a th  r e d e m e d  u s  f r o m  th e  cu rso  o f  th e
la w  b e in g  m a d o  a  cu rso  f o r  u s ; ”  th o  w o r d  re n d e r e d  r e d e e m e d  is  p a r t  o f  
th e  v e r b  (agorazo) ,  a s  a lso  R e v . v .  9 , x iv .  3 -4 , a n d  re fe rs  t o  p u rch a se s  
m a d e  in  a  m a r k e t , th o  p r ic e  p a id  b e in g  re n d e r e d  b y  timec, a s  1 C o r . v i .  20 ,
"  Y e  a re  n o t  y o u r  o w n , y o  a re  b o u g h t  w i t h  a  p r ic e  ”  ( limees), th is  p r ic e  
(G a l. iii. 1 3 )  is  C h ris t  b e in g  m a d e  a  cu rse  f o r  u s , o r  as  R o m a n s  v . 8 -9 , 
“  B u t  G o d  co m m e n d c th  H is  lo v o  to w a r d s  u s , in  th a t  w h ile  w o  w e r e  y e t  
s in n ers  C h r is t  d ie d  f o r  u s , m u c h  m o r e  th e n  b e in g  n o w  ju s t i f ie d  ly  his 
Mood w e  sh a ll  b o  s a v e d  f r o m  wrath t h r o u g h  h im .”  T h e  n e x t  p a ssa g e  
a d d u ce d  b y  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  in  s u p p o r t  o f  h is  v ie w s  is  H e b r e w s  ix . 
2 6 ;— “  H e  a p p e a re d  t o  p u t  a w a y  s in  b y  th o  sa c r ific e  o f  H im s e l f ,”  a n d  
h o  e x p la in s  th is  b y  s a y in g  th a t  i t  w a s  “  s e lf-s a c r if ic e  to  p u t  a w a y  s in .”  
O n e  ca n  s c a r c e ly  c o n c e iv e  o f  a  d is t o r t io n  o f  p la in  S c r ip tu r a l la n g u a g o  
m o re  f la g ra n t  o r  u n ju s t if ia b le  th a n  th is . S u r e ly  th e  w r ite r  o f  th a t  a r 
t ic le  c a n n o t  b e  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  w h o le  d e s ig n  a n d  s co p e  o f  th is  ep is t lo , 
v i z : — t o  s h o w  h o w  fa r  s u p o r io r  th o  C h r is t ia n  d isp e n s a tio n  is  t o  th o  o ld  
M o s a ic  o n e , a n d  t o  s h o w  h o w  th a t  C h ris t  b e in g  h im s o l f  th o  s u b sta n ce  
P re fig u re d  a n d  fo re s h a d o w e d  b y  th o  J e w is h  sa c r ific e s  a n d  c e r o m o n ie s , 
s e e in g  h o  h a d  a p p e a re d  a n d  o ffe red  u p  o n e  s a c r if ic e , e v e n  h im s e lf , n o  
fu r th e r  sa c r ific o , n o  fu r th e r  s h e d d in g  o f  b lo o d ,  w it h o u t  w h ic h  th e ro  is  
n o  re m iss io n  o f  g u i lt ,  w a s  n e e d e d ; C h r is t  h im s e lf , fr o m  th o  d ig n i t y  o f  
h is  p e rs o n , t h e  p u r i t y  a n d  s p o t le ssn o ss  o f  h is  o w n  n a tu re , b o in g  su ffi
c ie n t  f o r  th e  s in s  o f  th e  w h o le  w o r ld ,  s o  th a t  th o  ju s t i c e  a n d  th e  g l o r y  
° f  G o d  m ig h t  b e  u p h e ld , a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  h is  b o u n d le s s  l o v e  a n d  
m e r c y  e x h ib it e d . A n d  i f  in  th is  t e x t  w o  a re  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th o  sa c r ific o  
o f  C h ris t  s im p ly  as s e lf-s a c r if ic e , y o u  m u s t  d o  so  th r o u g h o u t  th o  e p is t le , 
th u s  d e s t r o y in g  its  w h o le  fo r c e  a n d  m e a n in g , b u t  it  m u s t  b o  q u ite  c le a r  
to  a n y  c a n d id  m in d  th a t  s u c h  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  is  n o t  its  m e a n in g  ; i t  is  n o t  
t i e  u s u a l S c r ip tu r a l id e a  c o n v e y e d  b y  th e  u se  o f  t h o  w o r d , a n d  th r o u g h 
o u t  th o  e p is t lo , w h e n  s p e a k in g  o f  C h r is t  as a  s a c r if ic e , a n  a to n in g  s a c r ific o  
is  m e a n t  w ith o u t  a  d o u b t  (e . g .  ch a p . v i i .  2 7 ) : — “ W h o  n e e d e th  n o t  
d a ily , as  th o s o  H ig h  P r ie s ts , t o  o f fe r  u p  s a c r ific e s  firs t  l o r  h is  o w n  s in s  
a n d  th e n  f o r  th e  p e o p le ’ s, fo r  th is  h e  d id  o n c o  w h e n  he offeredup himself." 
T h e  a to n in g  s a c r if ic o  is  h e r e  r e fe r r e d  t o ,  a n d  th o  w h o le  sen se  o f  th o  
P assage f o r c e s  u s  s o  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  i t  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t. S o  E p h e s ia n s  v . 
2— “  A s  C h r is t  a lso  L a th  lo v e d  u s , a n d  h a th  g i v e n  h im s e l f  f o r  u s , an  
o ffe r in g  a n d  a  s a c r if ic e  to  G o d .”  F o r  s a c r if ic e  ( i /« (s ia « )_ is >u s o d , w h ic h  
is  th o  u s u a l w o r d  t o  d e n o te  a  p ro p e r  sa c r ific e  o r  a n  o f fe r in g  m a d e  to  
G o d  b y  k i l l in g  a n  a n im a l a n d  b u r n in g  i t  o n  a n  a lta r , d e s ig n e d  to  m a k o  
a to n e m e n t  fo r  s in  ; i t  a lw a y s  im p lie d  th e  k i l l in g  o f  a n  a n im a l as  a n  
a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  th o  s in n e r  th a t  h o  d e s e r v e d  to  d io , as  L e v it i c u s  i. 
4— “  I t  sh a ll  b e  a c ce p te d  f o r  h im  t o  m a k o  a n  a to n e m e n t  f o r  h is  s in .”  
S u ch  is  th o  p la in  m e a n in g  o f  o t h e r  t e x ts , as  H e b r e w s  x . l  2 ; a n d  th e n , 
jv h a t s ta te m e n ts  c a n  p o s s ib ly  b e  p la in e r  th a n  th o s o  co n ta in e d  in  1 P e te r  
!• 19, a n d  i i . 2 4 , as  o f  n e c e s s ity  im p ly in g  th a t  th e  w o r k  o f  C h r is t  w a s  o f  
*  s a cr ific ia l n a tu re  ; a n d  i f  th e  “  p r o o f  te x ts  ”  a re  s tu d ie d  a n d  e x p la in e d  
o y  th e  c o n te x t  a n d  b y  t h e  w h o le  to u c h in g  o f  S c r ip tu r e , th e  t r u th  th a t  
C h ris t ’ s d e a th  w a s  “  a  v ic a r io u s  d e a th ,”  a  s a c r if ic ia l, p r o p it ia to r y , e x p i 
a to r y  d e a th , m o s t  p r o m in e n t ly  c o m e s  o u t , a n d  w o u ld  b o  s o  u n d e rs to o d  
h y  a n y  p e rs o n  w h o  t o o k  u p  th e  B ib le  w it h o u t  a n y  q u a lif ic a t io n  o f  lo a r n -  
ln 6  o r  th e  l ik o , b u t  s im p ly  w it h  n o t h in g  m o r e  th a n  s a n c t if io d  c o m m o n
souse.
. M y  re m a rk s  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  l e n g t h y  t h a n  I  h a d  in te n d e d , b u t  th e  
im p o r ta n ce  o f  th e  s u b je c t  d o m a n d s  t h o  c lo s e s t  p o s s ib le  a tte n t io n , a n d  
a llo w  m e  to  a d d , C h r is t ’ s  a to n o m e n t  is  s a id  to  b e  b y  substitution, 
f ° r  h e  su ffe ro d  in  o u r  s te a d  a n d  h e  b o a rs  o u r  s in  ; a n d  i t  is  
h y  satisfaction f o r  t h e  b r o k e n  la w  is  v in d ic a te d , a n d  a l l  th o  
P urposos o f  p u n is h m e n t  a re  a n s w e re d  w i t h  h o n o u r  t o  th e  _ L a w 
g iv e r , a n d  e v e n tu a l h o lin e s s  a n d  p e r fe c t  r e g e n e r a t io n  t o  th e  C h ris tia n . 
Y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e je c ts  t h o  d o c t r in e  b e ca u s o  h o  s a y s  “  i t  c a n n o t  b e , 
rea son  c o n d e m n s  i t ,  th e  m o r a l  s e n so  re p u d ia te s  it ,  th e  sp ir itu a l n a tu ro  
reb o ls  a g a in s t  i t .”  W h o  a re  w e  th a t  w o  s h o u ld  a tte m p t  t o  s e t  u p  o u r  
)r isd o m  a n d  o u r  r e a s o n  a b o v e  G o d ’ s  r e v e a le d  tr u th , a n d  a lth o u g h  th e re  
Is n o t h in g  u n re a s o n a b le  in  th a t  t r u th , y e t  a re  w e  t o  r e je c t  a  t r u th  
re v e a le d  m o s t  u n m is ta k a b ly  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  B ib lo  b e ca u s o  w o  c a n n o t  
fa th o m  it s  m y s te r ie s  ? C o r ta in ly  n o t ; m e n  d o  n o t  a c t  so  w it h  th in g s  
W h ich  t h o y  a re  u n a b lo  t o  fa th o m  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  n a tu ro , a n d  w h o  
a re  w o  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  p re s u m e  t o  se t  a t  n o u g h t  th e  w is d o m  o f  a  l o v in g  
G o d  h e ca u so  o u r  d a r k e n e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  c a n n o t  r e a c h  i t  f  O u r  v ie w s  
? f  G o d ’ s c h a r a c te r  a re  n o t  t o  b o  fo r m e d  b y  w h a t  re a s o n  s u g g e s ts , b u t  
f y  w h a t  G o d  h a s  r e v e a le d , a n d  w h o , fo r  o n e  m o m e n t  c a n  d e n y  th a t  
w»e B ib le  r e p re s e n ts  G o d  a s  p e r fe c t  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  h o lin e s s  as in  m e r c y

a n d  lo v e  ? a n d  th o s e  w h o  s h u t  o u t  th e  fo r m e r  a n d  a d m it  o n ly  th o  la tte r , 
w o r s h ip  a  g o d  o f  th e ir  o w n  m a k in g  a n d  n o t  th e  G o d  o f  th e  B ib le . 
S u r e ly  w o  n e e d  b e w a r e , le s t  w e  j o i n  o u r se lv e s  t o  th o s e , o r  su ffe r  t h e m 
se lv e s  to  b e  tu r n e d  a w a y  b y  a n y  w h o  m a y  b o  w h a t  S t. P e t e r  d e sc r ib e s , 
2 n d  E p is t lo , ii . 1 : — “  w h o  p r iv i ly  sh a ll  b r in g  in  d a m n a b le  h e re s ie s , 
e v e n  d e n y in g  th e  L o r d  th a t  b o u g h t  th e m .”  I f  w o  ta k e  a w a y  fr o m  
re v e a le d  t r u t h  th is  d o c t r in e  o f  C h r is t ’ s  v ic a r io u s  s a c r if ic e , f o r  i t  is  in  i t  
b e y o n d  a  d o u b t , th e  g r o u n d  o f  o u r  h o p e s  o f  e te rn a l h a p p in e ss  is  g o n e , 
C h r is t , th o  R o c k  o f  A g e s ,  is  o v e r th r o w n , t h o  fu tu r o  is  d a rk , t h e  w a y  
o f  s a lv a t io n  a lto g o th o r  u n in te l l ig ib le , th e  w h o le  B ib lo  a n d  C h r is t i 
a n it y  a  p u re  e n ig m a  ; b u t  w o  w o u ld  s a y  w ith  th e  A p o s t le  — “  B e  n o t  
m o v e d  a w a y  fr o m  th o  h o p e  o f  th e  G o s p o l .”  Y o u  k n o w  h o s t , M r  
E d it o r , w h e th e r  th o  v ie w s  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  p u ts  fo r t h  a ro , as  h e  
s ta tes , th o  te a c h in g s  o f  m o d e r n  S p ir itu a lism , b u t  b e  i t  so  o r  n o t , o u r  
fa ith  in  C h r is t ’s a to n in g  s a c r ific o  is  n o t  sh a k e n , a n d  w e  m u s t  s t i l l  c o n 
t in u e  to  l o o k  a n d  p r a y  fo r  th e  h e lp  a n d  a ss is ta n ce  o f  th o  H o ly  S p ir it  
t o  g u id o  us in to  a ll  t r u th .— Y o u r s  r e s p e c t fu l ly , V k i u t .y s .

A FABLE.

Dedicated (without permission) to tho Bishops of the English Church,
Home and Colonial, and particularly to Dr Colenso, Lord Bishop of
Natal, &c.
It happened once that a squirrel sat upon the spreading 

bough of a great tree, instructing her young one how to eat 
nuts. Now the young squirrel complained of the difficulty 
he found in swallowing the nuts whole, as he was directed, 
albeit the very smallest nuts were carefully selected for his 
food. But the old squirrel assured him that it was the 
thing thus to do; and that all good squirrels swallowed their 
nuts whole. It had indeed been asserted that certain good 
and great squirrels, in former times, had said it was proper to 
crack the nut, because the nourishment was in the kernel 
and not in the husk; but though this might appear to be a 
wise saying, no one believed it now. “  Besides,” said the 
instructress, “  our teeth, as you see, are not fit to crack nuts, 
but are sof t ; which is a convincing proof that they were 
never intended for that purpose. There are some who have 
held to the tradition that nuts should be cracked, but they 
have only been laughed at for it. I have never seen it done, 
and, therefore, do not believe it to be possible.”

These instructions were much pondered on by the young 
squirrel, till he said within himself, “  There can be no harm 
in trying the experiment.”  And he did try again and again, 
but he could not crack the shells, for his teeth were as yet 
weak. His teeth, however, became stronger and stronger 
for the efforts, while those of the old squirrel still continued 
soft. Moreover he began to look around him on the great 
tree where he had been born, and he noticed that there were 
other squirrels who were fat and well liking, while his mother, 
despite all her close rules as to feeding, was thin and weak. 
So he spoke to the fat ones and asked what they ate! They 
told him—nuts ! And he answered them, “  I  live on nuts 
too, but I  find them tasteless, hard and indigestible.”  “  That 
is because you swallow them whole,”  said they, “  and do not 
even crack them. Can you imagine that the Good God would 
send us food that is not good and wholesome, and, moreover, 
pleasant to the taste, when eaten aright ? Can it be harder 
to make it pleasant than to send it ?”  “  I f  all this be true,”
said the inquirer, “ why has the nut a coat at all, and such a 
hard one ? And why does it still nourish, though swallowed 
whole ?”  And they answered him again, “  Only byexperience 
can you be convinced of the excellence of the kernel, and 
with that experience is linked the reason, t o o ; the shell 
alone is indigestible.”  And then they showed him how to 
crack the nuts; and he tried, and tasted, and did eat! And 
that which was tasteless before, became a sweet repast, full 
o f delight and richer in nourishment.— And he was happy.—  
Observer.

A  w h i t e r  in  th o  Athcmcum  h a s  lo o k e d  in to  M r  B r e v i e r s  ‘ ‘ T w o  
W o r l d s , ”  h u t  t o  v o r y  l i t t l e  p ro f it . H o  tr io s  t o  h o  s o v e ro , h u t  is  
n e ith e r  c le v e r  n o r  w i t t y .  H o w  h o  c o u ld  p u t  f o r t h  s u c h  ig n o r a n t  
r h o d o m o n ta d e  in  t h e  p la c e  o f  c r it ic is m  w e  c a n n o t  im a g in e . M r  H o p -  
w o r th  D ix o n , th o  e d ito r , c a n  k n o w  l i t t le  o f  S p ir itu a lis m , o r  h o  c o u ld  
n e v e r  h a v e  a l lo w e d  s u c h  a  r id ic u lo u s  a n d  ch ild is h  n o t ic e  t o  d is g ra ce  
th e  p a g e s  o f  h is  p a p e r . I f  t h e  Atheneeum is  t o  m a in ta in  its  h ig h  l i te 
r a r y  c h a r a c te r  w h ile  s u c h  c o n te m p t ib le  p r o d u c t io n s  as th o  n o t ic e  o f  
“  T h e  T w o  W o r l d s ”  f in d  r o o m  in  it s  p a g e s , a l l  w e  c a n  s a y  is  th a t  its  
re a d e rs  l ik e  its  e d ito r  a ro  n o t  p a r t ic u la r  t o  tr iflo s . A n y  t h ir d  c la ss  
s c h o o l -b o y  m ig h t  b e  a c c r e d ite d  w ith  a b i l i t y  e q u a l t o  th o  ta sk  a s s ig n e d  
t o  th o  w r it e r  o f  t h e  n o t ic e  in  q u e s tio n .
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T H E  D A V E N P O R T  G I R L S .

T h e  Evening Post o f  a  r e c e n t  d a te  s a y s  :—
“  T h e  D a v e n p o r t  B o y s  h a v i n g  d o n e  s o  w e l l  b y  t h e i r  r e c e n t  e x 

h i b i t i o n s ,  a r e  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  D a v e n p o r t  G ir ls ,  t w o  y o u n g  
la d ie s  w h o  i t  is  c la im e d  w i l l  d o  a l l  t h a t  t h e  B o y s  h a v e  d o n e ,  a n d  
m o r e  t o o .  T h e y  a r e  t i e d  w i t h  r o p e s  b y  t h e  ‘  s p ir it s , ’  w h o  p l a y  u p o n  
m u s ic a l  in s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  w h ilo  t h e  g i r l s  a r e  t ie d  in  a  c h a ir  t h e y  
a r e  r a is e d  u p  a n d  s a f e l y  d e p o s i t e d  o n  a  t a b le .  T h e  r o o m  is  k e p t  
i n  p r o f o u n d  d a r k n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r fo r m a n c e s .

O n e  o f  t h e  m e d iu m s  is  a s is t e r  o f  t h o  D a v e n p o r t s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
is  a  w e s t e r n  l a d y .  A t  p r i v a t e  seances r e c e n t ly  g i v e n ,  t h e i r  m a n i 
f e s t a t io n s  w e r e  v e r y  in t e r e s t in g ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  1 s p ir it s  ' w h o  
a n s w e r  t o  t h e i r  c a l l ,  t o  j u d g e  b y  t h e ir  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  c e r t a i n l y  d o  
n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  ‘  c i r c l e  o f  w is d o m . ’  T h e i r  p u b l i c  p e r fo r m a n c e s  
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  in  a  w e e k  o r  s o  a t  C o o p e r  I n s t i t u t e ,  a n d  m u s t  
a t t r a c t  a  la r g e  s h a r e  o f  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n . ”

A n  e a r -w it n e s s  o f  t h e i r  p e r fo r m a n c e s  a t  a  p r iv a t e  séance f o r  r e 
p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  th e  p r e s s , h a s  g i v e n  u s  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
a f fa ir ,  f r o m  w h ic h  w c  a r e  l e d  to  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e ir  p u b l i c  e x h i 
b i t i o n s  o r  a u d i t o r io n s  w i l l  p r o v e  m o r e  n o v e l ,  in t e r e s t i n g ,  a n d  e x 
c i t i n g  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h o  b r o t h e r s .  O n e  im p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  is  t h a t  
o f  a n  a u d ib le  v o i c e  w i t h  w h ic h  c o n v e r s a t io n s  a r e  h e ld .

W e  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ly  in d o c t r i n a t e d  i n t o  t h e  id e a  o f  t h o  s u p r e 
m a c y  o f  w o m a n  t o  c o n c e d e  w i t h o u t  p r o o f  a n y  a s s u m p t io n  o f  s u p e 
r i o r i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e d iu m s  a r e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s e x .  B u t  w e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  to  s a y  th a t  w e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  c o n v i n c e d ,  b u t  
s h a l l  b e  g l a d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h o  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  t h e  la d ie s  a b o v e -  
m e n t io n e d  is  s u p e r io r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l  B r o t h e r s .—  
Herald o f  Progress.

W ,  J .  F O X .

W e  h a v e  s a t  u n d e r  t h e  m in is t r a t io n s  o f  M r  F o x  w h e n  o u r  y o u n g  
m in d  w a s  w o e f u l l y  p e r p l e x e d  w i t h  d o u b t s  a n d  d i f f ic u l t i e s  w h ic h  
s e e m e d  t o  u s  in s u r m o u n t a b le .  I I o w  o f t e n  h a s  h is  m a s t e r ly  e l o 
q u e n c e  f a l l e n  l i k e  m a n n a  u p o n  o u r  p a r c h e d  f a i t h ,  g i v i n g  i t  r e n e w e d  
l i f e  1 W h e n  o t h e r s  in  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  p u l p i t  w e r e  t o  u s  d u l l ,  a n d  
f u l l  o f  e m p t y  s o u n d ,  h e  w a s  m a je s t i c ,  p e r s u a s iv e ,  a n d  p r o g r e s s iv e .  
T h o s e  w h o  h a d  t h e  h i g h  p r i v i l e g e  o f  l i s t e n in g  t o  M r  F o x  w i l l  
s y m p a t h is e  w i t h  u s  in  o u r  p e r p l e x i t y  a s  w e  v a i n l y  e s s a y  t o  g i v e  a  
f a i t h f u l  i d e a  o f  h is  p r e a c h i n g  p o w e r s .  H e  w a s  t h o  m o s t  a r t is t i c  
a n d  p e i f e c t  o r a t o r  w e  k n e w .  N o t  o n l y  w e r e  h is  w o r d s  a p p r o p r ia t e  
a n d  h is  u t t e r a n c e s  d e l iv e r e d  w i t h  e l o c u t i o n a r y  e x a c t i t u d e ,  b u t  h is  
v o i c e  w a s  in  i t s e l f  m u s ic  ; p r o f o u n d  t h o u g h t ,  c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  
w is e  d e d u c t i o n s  w e r e  s e e n  in  a lm o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  s a id  o r  w r o t e .  
M r  F o x  h a s  l a t e l y  l e f t  t h e  e a r t h - l i f e ,  f u l l  o f  a g e  a n d  h o n o u r s .  T h e  
g o o d  m a n ’ s  r e w a r d  is  in  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h is  la b o u r s — a n d  w e  v e n 
t u r e  t o  s a y  s u c c e s s  w a s  in  n o  m e a g r e  d e g r e e  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  t h o  
“  N o r w i c h  W e a v e r  B o y . ”  H e  h a s  p a s s e d  a w a y — m a y  t h e  s p i r i t -  
r e a lm s  w e lc o m e  h im  f o r  h is  s e r v i c o  h e r o .  W o  p r e s e n t  a n  a b s t r a c t  
f r o m  a  c o u r s e  o f  le c t u r e s  d e l iv e r e d  b y  h im  o n  “  H e a v e n  a n d  H e l l . ’*

Tho ideas ontortained of heaven and hell are not distinct or fixed 
ideas in tho human mind: but bear tho marks of tho numorous 
influences of different times, different countries, different modes and 
states of thought, and of different systems of philosophy, natural, 
mental, and m oral; they are fluctuating ideas, which havo not yet 
attained to anything like consistency; they are ideas which are 
continuafly being modified, and may be completely reversed after tho 
lapse of a few generations. Man’s first heaven was on oarth; it 
existed in the past, and not in the future; it was the golden ago of tho 
Greeks, and the paradise of tho Jews. Heaven was not then inhabited 
even by the dieties. The Divinity walked on the earth, dwelt on tho 
earth. He is described in Genesis, as walking in tho garden in the 
cool o f the day ; and the Greek deities held their conclave on mount 
Olympus. Tho opinions entertained in after times have been modified 
by the states of thought and of social arrangement which existed at 
different periods. The heaven of our Scandinavian forefathers,— 
what was it but a continuation of their mode of life,—a stato of 
barbarous warfaro and forocious conquest P Tho heaven of tho Turks 
showed another and greatly different stato o f society from that which 
had preceded i t ; in it was to be realized all tho pomp and splendour of 
the tournament. Each heaven, in succession, has had its prototypo 
on earth. In tho pastoral state of society, heaven consisted in flowing 
streams, shaded by tho troo of life. Another state of society represented 
it as a feast, a banquet. Tho Jews had this notion when they placed 
the faithful in Abraham’s bosom ; thoy reclined nearest to tho lord of 
the feast. Then heaven consisted ot everything that could afford 
physical enjoyment. Afterwards heaven became intellectual; it was 
a place of growing knowlodgo, and comprehension and acquaintunco 
with what constitutes tho physical and moral sense. Tho heaven 
which Mahomet promised his followers, was a place where God would 
reward those who had bravely fought for his prophet. Heaven was 
next represented as a region purely spiritual. The heaven of modern 
theologians is placed in an elevated position above tho earth. Tho 
inhabitants are represented as being conscious that those whom they 
tenderly loved on earth, wore enduring the most excruciating torture, 
without sueh knowledge occasioning them any painful sensations ; 
they could endure such contemplations with complacency, as they 
would not in tho least tend to lessen the amount of their own selfish 
enjoyment. When the poet attempts a description of these regions, it is 
merely a reflection of the doctrines o f tho day, tinged by the indi
vidual colouring which genius never fails to impart to its productions.

U A L  T I M E S .

This was evinced in tho writings of Hesiod, Homor, Virgil, Dante, 
Milton, and Goetho. Tho hell of modern theology was the Hades of 
tho Greeks— those obscure and gloomy regions whither all persons 
were sent by tho stroke of doath. Those who survived are represented 
as lamenting the loss of their friends ; hut thoy never dreaded this 
Hades, as the Christians of after ages havo boon mado to dread it. It 
then became a place of retribution ; a plaoo where the wicked were 
separated from tho good ; a place of reward and punishment. Subse
quent times represented it as tlio oxclusivo residonco of the damned, 
whero thoy wore to ho punishod for thoir transgressions on oarth, by 
tho infliction of nover-ceasing torture. Tho notions of modern divines 
upon tho subjects of hoavon and holl are at varianco with tho laws o f 
matter and of mind. Tho resurrection o f all human bodies, not only 
those which are now oxisting, but also of tho millions which have 
passed away, is a physical impossibility ; as tho Bamo matter has boon 
used over and over again, in composing tho various living bodios 
which havo existed at different periods. Tho question of tho resurrec
tion of all human bodies, is not to ho solved by texts but by figures. 
W o need not apply any other revelation than that which the mathema
tician already possesses; tho knowledge which he has is sufficient to 
solve the problem. Tho diameter of tho earth is a known quantity ; 
the superficial oxtont is a known quantity, Thon measure the human 
framo; tako tho woiglit o f tho human frames which are now outside this 
globe; and not only of thoso, hut of all tho millions which have passed 
away; and the result of tho calculation will show, that tho quantity of 
matter of which this globe is composed is unequal tothat which would 
ho required to form tho human boiti gs which havo been on it. Tho laws 
of the mind are interfered with in thoir description of etomal torments; 
for no human framo could onduro such torments,without returning to tho 
elements ; Its speedy dissolution would ho the inevitable consequence. 
Tims it will bo seen, that the notions of these subjects are constantly 
shifting, and evidence the different states of mind at different periods. 
Yet, although men might occasionally fall back into ignorance, slavery, 
and superstition, they conformed to the great law o f progress; and i f  
there he one development which, more than another, denotes the prin
ciple o f  progress, it is in that which relates to punishment. The 
stake and the rack havo passed away, and every year witnesses some 
relaxations in our penal code: it is now admitted that the reformation 
of the criminal is the chief object of a government, and not the grati
fication of a savage vindictiveness. The whole history o f  punishment 
illustrates, most strongly, the advance o f tho human mind from 
barbarous and cruel notions. There is progression everywhere, ex
cept in theology, where no such change lias taken place. That which 
human law arrives at, is denied by the divines, to tho dispensations o f  
Providence. Humanity claims the attribute of m ercy; but the 
theologians refuse it to God. Amelioration has taken place in all 
diversities o f  human punishment; but divine punishment according 
to their descriptions, retains all its barbarity, malignity, and horror, 
Whatever else is subject to improvement, the road to hell remains 
untouched by the hand o f reformation. W o do not enquire o f the 
statesmen o f the fifteenth century, liow offenders against the law 
should be punished ; we do not set about reforming our gaols, by 
imitating the dungeons of feudalism ; we do not search tlio statutes o f  
Henry tho Eighth, to proportion punishment to gu ilt; we do not seek 
in past ages for a solution o f the principles o f punishment. In every
thing but theology, reforming or abolishing, we press onwards in the 
affairs of human law ; but we go back to barbarous times for a model 
o f divine justiee,—for our notions of divine punishment,— for our 
theory o f tlio heaven and hell, which God is said to have prepared for 
humanity.

T HE  M E D I U M S .

A N  O R IG IN A L  S P IR IT U A L  TALE.

UY J. H. POWELL.

C H A P T E R  X I I .— (Continued.)

“  I  supposes, sir, as’ow you wishes to die a ’orrible death 
o f ’ linger; tho dinner ’as been waiting for you a long 
time, and I  didn’t like to break off your ’ flections,”  said 
Mrs Bates, her cap frills trembling from tho effect o f hurry.

Mr Humphrey rose. “ W hy, Mrs Bates, what can ho 
the timo ?”

“  It  ’ as just gone four by the church, sir.”  She was 
hustling out o f tho study.

“  Stay. Has Margaret returned ?”
“  Not yet, sir. I  hopo as ’ ow tho ’ orrible young men 

about Lun’un will not in any way interfere with her,”  
turning up her eyes and throwing hack her frills. “  Lun’un 
is a den o f wickedness— a devil’s den.”

The bell rang.
“  Perhaps that is her,”  exclaimed Mr Humphrey, as he 

marched into tho dining-room.
Mrs Bates proceeded to the gate, and soon preceded to
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her kitchen the Rev. Thomas Pearman. The rev. gentleman 
gave his usual accompaniment o f squints as he did the 
amiable, and interspersed liis emotions for Mrs Bates’ 
person with stringent and pungent intonations about her 
soul. The good soul took it all kindly and even doatingly, 
for had she not the most exalted opinion o f Mr Pear- 
man’s opinions as well as his person ?

“  The devil lias been busy o f late I  fear, Mrs Bates, in 
this wicked house ; I  tremblo for you. W hat temptations 
you are surrounded w ith ! I  long for the time when I  shall 
be able to snatch you as a brand from the fire— the fire o f 
carnalism and impiety. I  have lately had many unhappy 
fom ents, and have strove in prayer for you and your 
Wicked master, but the devil seems to have power still to 
keep you in subjection, serving those who serve him.”  Mr 
Pearman took her hand as he finished and gave her some 
squints, which betokened at least as much regard for her 
body as her soul.

“  Do you think now, Mr Pearman, that I  am to blame 
for what Mr ’umphrey does ?”  inquired the housekeeper 
gazing blushingly in the minister’ s face. “  Can I  ’ elp the 
orrible spirits coming ?”

“  Mrs Bates,”  said Mr Pearman, impressively, “  I  should 
ill perform my Christian duty did I  not unhesitatingly tell 
you that you are tacitly and faithfully serving Satan by 
serving those who serve him. I f  I  would warn the fallen 
sinners who assemble at Zion Chapel, o f  the folly o f their 
Ways, how much more would I  warn one that I  love ?”  He 
gave a trio o f squints full o f  affection, and went on. “  My 
dear Mrs Bates, you are on the brink o f the bottomless pit; 
I  have a fearful sense o f the brimstone as I  speak.”  In  
addition to sundry other squints, the rev. gentleman dis
torted his nostrils to give vehemence to his figure o f speech, 
and held breath a few seconds as he impressed a kiss on 
her cheek.

'Mrs Bates ejaculated alarm at his words, but could not 
oxactly understand how he could entertain such a strong 
opinion and yet bring his lips to her cheek.

“  Mrs Bates, dear Mrs Bates, we aro all o f  us poor, weak, 
errmg worms. I  cannot plead freedom from the common 
sins o f Adam, yet although I  display my special fondness 
tor you, I  cannot at the same time nurture hopes for your 
eternal interest without warning you that you must quit 
this devil’ s den.”
t Mrs Bates’ cap frills seemed frantic. “  W h a t! leave Mr 
lunphroy! leave master ! run away from the old ’ ouse, an’ 

not be here when the pet girls come from school!”
The minister’ s face reddened, and he squinted with 

^npidity.
“ I  have said it, Mrs B ates; it is a solemn duty performed. 

■Che scriptures say we are to come out from among the 
nngodly— to avoid the ways o f the wicked, and to bo on our 
Spard against the devil, who is going about like a roaring 
hon, seeking whom he may devour.”

Mrs Bates lot fall a few tears. She was puzzled. H ow  
could she repel the direct logic o f her worshipped minister? 
?he could not, her head was at fault, not her heart. In  an 
instant the years o f service devoted to Mr Humphrey with 
Ml their most pleasing incidents, came fresh upon her 
Memory. She thought too o f  the motherless chilren, Emily 
Mid Ada, and felt strong—

“ Mr Pearman, the idea o f deserting Mr ’umphrey and 
Ms pet, darling, motherless girls is too ’ orrible. Y ou  may 
Mink me wicked, an’ a servant o f  the devil» but I  cannot 
?nd will not do it,”  and her tears flowed fast in evidence o f 

strong affections.
, ,  I* was a sad moment for the good housekeeper, who had 
jntherto yielded most readily to the wishes o f Mr Pearman, 
jMt it was a glorious one. She conquered a temptation 
.{Mt was indeed devilish, although her idol minister was 
he tempter.

The Rev. Thomas Pearman was desirous o f  changing his 
tato o f bachelorhood to one o f  m arriage; but he had no 

nceptions o f  doing so without first discovering the amount 
r®ady cash his partner would bring into the compact. 

~~-e bad long treasured a secret idea that Mrs Bates was 
Possessed o f a good round sum, but he did not exactly know 
•M’ certain. It is very true she had been a length o f  time 
p1 Me service o f Mr H um phrey; and from the fact that she 
pa<l only herself— her husband having many years ago died, 
oavmg no issue—there was every probability that such was

the case. Tho rev. lover was not contented, however, with 
probabilities in so important a matter. H o therefore de
termined to put the question point blank, but deemed it 
advisable first to test his influence over her. Finding that 
his scheme for emancipating her from the thraldom o f 
Satan was o f no avail, he wisely resolved to change his 
tactics. After a full half-hour’s silence, when the house
keeper’s tears had subsided, Mr Pearman, looking into her 
eyes, and presenting her with some tender squints, bogan—  

“  It is, my dear Mrs Bates, given unto all true Christians 
to pass through tribulation and suffering, in order that the 
gross and devilish nature that is in them may bo crucified. 
You, I  havo now proof, are one o f those Christians. H ad 
you decided, on my first suggestion, to loavo your good 
master in the hands o f Satan, it would have been wrong—  
very wrong. I  value much your Christian feelings, and 
shall feel more happy, knowing that you have only Clirist 
in your heart. N o ; stay yet a little wldle longer with him, 
in order that you may be tho humble instrument chosen by 
the Almighty to snatch him from tho hands o f the wicked 
and hellish spirits.”

Mrs Bates’ sad feelings vanished momentarily, and she 
thought the rev. gentleman a mighty preacher and a most 
holy man.

Mr Pearman, looking and squinting affectionately again 
into her eyes, said, with quite an air o f utter carelossness, 

“ Y ou have been many years in this house, have you 
n o t?”

“ Yes ;  a good number.”
“ Not much expense. Y ou  are not a woman to worship 

the vanities o f dress, and to wasto tho good gifts o f  God.”  
“ N o ;  thank God. I  am content with plain dress, an’ 

’ ave no wish to make myself a ’orrible fright with all sorts 
o ’ fripperies an’ fineries.”

Mr Pearman squinted satisfaction. “  Suppose, Mrs 
Bates, you make deposits.”

“ Lawks, Mr Pearman, what’ s them things?”
“ I  moan you don’ t keop your sovereigns in your pocket, 

because the bank gives interest.”
Mrs Bates had no notion that so good a man as Mr 

Pearman could havo any sordid view in the matter, so, with 
tho utmost confidence, she replied.

“ You see, being a lone widow, an’ ’ aving no one to care 
for but myself, an’ not wishing, when I  get old, to bo a 
’ orrible burden to anyone, I  places my earnings in the 
savings’ bank.”

“  W hich, I  suppose, are considerable,”  said Mr Pearman, 
suddenly, with a leer.

“  W ell, as for that, I  suppose, owing to the kindness o f 
Mr ’ umphrey in making me presents, I  am altogether ablo 
to lay my two ’ands on two ’undred pounds.”

“  M y dear Mrs Bates, how I  long to snatch you to my
self!”  exclaimed the minister. “  Y ou  are in danger, I  fear, 
in this devil’ s den. Let mo prevail upon you, for the sake 
o f your immortal soul, to oxcuse yourself to Mr Humphrey. 
W e will get married. Then I  shall be ever near to watch 
over you. Y ou  know not the snares and temptations in 
your way. Do, dear Mrs Bates, think o f  these things.”  

“ W hy, dearie me, M r Pearman, did you not, a little 
while ago, say that I  was an instrument chosen by the 
Almighty to snatch mastor from the ’ands o f  the wicked, 
’orrible spirits ?”

“  Did I, Mrs Bates ? n o w  could I, a minister o f Jesus, 
think ever o f such a thing. I f  I  said so, it has slipped 
from my memory, and must have been done under Satanic 
impression. O h ! Mrs Bates, we none o f  us know when 
and where the dovil enters our hearts. I  feel every day 
unhappy for your sake. Do tako warning. W ill you 
rathor stay hero, doing tho devil’ s work, than follow me 
and your Saviour ?”

(To bo continued in our next.)

T ub D avenpokt B ovs have been creating immense excitement in 
America, and havo boen subjected to alt kinds of tests. Professor 
Loomis, a sceptic to Spiritualism, has applied himself to a careful in
vestigation o f the peculiar phenomena which follow these remarkablo 
mediums. He has written several columns in the Herald o f  Progress, 
giving a faithful roport of what transpired under his own oye. 
Although ho cannot give in to spirit ho gives in to a new force, which 
appears to involve him in greater difficulties. The account is in evory 
way interesting, and a most valuablo testimony to Spiritualism, coming 
as it does from one who acknowledges himself a scoptic.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.
D ’Espkit.— Our idea of “ honour”  does not teach us that wo aro 

bound to insert all your articles before wo give room to others, 
even although they bo what you term “  Orthodox.”  Our roaders, 
we are sure, will not accuse us of unfairness either to yoursolf or 
others. Let any one of them look over tho back numbers of tho 
Spiritual Times and see if you havo not had moro space than any 
other contributor to tho correspondence columns. We privately 
wrote to request that you would withhold your last article of tho 
scries until you saw the letter this week from “ Veritas.”  W o  did 
not ask you to wait indefinitely, but only tho issue of this number 
of the paper. This it appears is a sin on our part not to be passed 
ovor. You say your articles are evidently too broad for our Journal, 
and complain bitterly that tho productions of H r William Howitt 
and Mr S. C. Hall should be preferred to yours. You aro quite 
mistaken, your “  broad ’ ’ views neither operate favourably nor un
favourably with us, neither do wo wish to appear “  orthodox ”  as 
you intimate. W e strive to steer clear of Sectarianism, and neithor 
.avour one sectarian nor another. I f  you send us your sixth articlo 
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