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OBSERVATIONS ON “ PSYCHE,”
REVIEWING ‘T.” ON THE SPIRIT AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.

“ My philosophy aud observations teach me that the senses are funda
mentally fallacious—fallacious from first 10 last—not iu a few things 
only, but in all things. * * * That they are from without, is a sheer fal
lacy of observation, which, carried forward to its logical ultimate, is radi
cal materialism and bold atheism.” etc.

This philosophy may be perfectly clear to “ Psyche,1’ but 
my observations and experiences will not allow me to perceive 
it in the same light in which he embraces it. I take it that 
there are but two sources of knowledge available to the mind, 
one of which is from the internal and the other from the ex
ternal—that what the mind, or inward, designates as substance 
or matter, is only known as such in the external world, and is 
something in the external world, which the mind terms matter 
or substance. The man (Spirit) being encased in physical 
substance here, revolves around the center of his individual
ized earth-existence, as a satellite revolves around its primary. 
The Spirit the internal, and the physical the external, are the 
two elements in man's nature continually warring with each 
other. The Spirit is either searching out its passions or sen
timents aud studying the laws of its own organization, or seek
ing through the senses to penetrate the structure of the uni
verse without.

Again, the universe is space, and space is something, and 
something is substance. Whatever is, is substance; but sub
stance here spoken of, is not only that division of matter of 
only ^onveyed to the inward by the instrumentality of the five 
senses.

These senses have some functional duty to perform, the 
character of which man has determined ; he has used them for 
all the purposes of his individualized existence on earth, to 
convey images of the external to his interior. If they fail iu 
this, man does not understand their uses—the Great First 
Cause has made a mistake.

If these senses are productive of error, and unreliable, how 
can man prove that he exists, or has any being ? “ Psyche* 
says they are revelators. Revplators are they that make 
known that which was unknown; they reveal to the inward a 
which scientific men treat, but extends from tbe man’s highest 
conception of gross matter up to infinitude. So far only as 
finite creation can understand infinity, so far only may man 
know of matter and its attributes.

As the universe is “ all space,” the Deity, if one exists, 
must exist in “all space*; for there is not a place outside of 
“ all space” for Him to inhabit. This, “ Psyche” would term 
“radical materialism.” Not so, P., for it is not taught that 
the Spirit is consequent of a peculiar organization of matter, 
but that Spirit is the cause of the external form, and without 
it the individualized form would not be ushered into existence.

I have spoken of substance or matter in tbe common acccp- 
totiou of the term ; but recent discoveries in science set aside

many of the laws which were supposed to govern it. It is 
proven that inertia is not a character of it, and that instead of 
about sixty-four primates, there are but one or two, and that 
the atoms of the universe are redolent with life.*

All we know of life is by motion ; and wherever motion is 
manifested, there is real, absolute, objective life. Turn our 
eyes which way we will in this vast expanse around us, and 
we behold this manifestation; and if motion is the only indi
cation of life, we can behold it only through forms or atoms 
of matter. All the various properties of matter are traceable 
to motion alone. If there was no motion in the earth, there 
would be no gravitation, and no centrifugal and centripetal 
forces.

If life is manifested everywhere, there must be a self-exist
ent principle of life in matter which performs its functions in 
obedience to certain laws, which laws govern the atoms or 
forms precisely in proportion to their degree of development. 
It is known that the Spirit of man can exist in other matter 
than that which composes his physical frame ; and if the germ 
of his existence is coeval with the Great First Cause, for what 
reason shall it not be supposed that the germs of all substances 
existed in him, and will exist through all time (eternity) ?

Now, “ Psyche,” is it not shown that life and matter exist 
in the same boundaries ?

To illustrate again : The germ or seed occupies a specific 
boundary, but is not each atom of the seed possessed of vital
ity or life in this same space ? To make manifest that life, 
you surround it with suitable conditions; if the life or vitality 
is destroyed, so as not to produce its own, then another life 
seizes it which is termed change, decomposition, decay or 
death, and in this case the form or atoms take less space than 
they previously occupied. The dividing line between life and 
matter can not be distinguished, for it is connected with it by 
insensible and gentle gradations.

The substances having what we term the various properties 
of matter, belong to the class of ponderables; but even here, 
when being subjected to intense heat, they assume the state of 
gas, and these material properties are exceedingly indefinite, 
and disappear from our senses. But when we ascend to the 
class of imponderables, then do these properties almost wholly 
disappear.

But there are rarer and more attenuated emanations from 
bodies, where these material properties completely disappear. 
The material emanations of musk, the perfume of the rose, etc., 
can not bc demonstrated to hi|ve any of these properties of 
matter. Theoretical considerations will not answer the argu
ment. Life, caloric, magnetism, electricity, galvanism, light,

* Wc know that this is a hypothesis of some spcculatists, but wj 

would like to know on what authority our correspondent here assert^ 
that it has been proved.—Ed.
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etc., pervade all atoms aud bodies in the universe; and if di
mension be a property of matter, is not the existence of these 
principles ui that dimension corroborative of the idea that they 
exist in the same space ?

Again : the inward and the outward, the spiritual and the 
external, are equally expressive of the first and existing cause, 
and by no process of reasoning can we assume the inward to be 
superior to the external. Life, as has been remarked, is as 
prevalent in one department of nature as the other; and if 
spirit (matter) is of a more refined element than the external, 
it is no more than science has determined of physical matter, 
between the ponderable and rarest imponderable substances.

As the emanations of magnetism, electricity, etc., proceed 
from bodies, in many cases leaving them in foot-prints for con
secutive days, is it not reasonable to infer a loss of material 
substance, aud consequently a form or dimension constantly 
changing its extent ? If u Psyche” assumes that matter per
vading these elements is increased in space, the logical conclu
sion must be that, in giving them out, it occupies less space. 
And if forms are continually changing by their inherent life, 
then are all the so-called properties of matter reducible to 
<: motion.”

So far as atheism is concerned in this view of matter, I would 
say that tbe principle of life existing in all substance is that 
which I worship, aud no one knows any other deity or God save 
this. J. c.

Note by “ F.”—I deem it proper lo say that the writer of the above 
represents a class of thinkers on this subject which occupy one corner 
of a triangle, while “ Psyche” and myself occupy the other two corners. 
If I can not subscribe to the doctrines of44 Psyche,”! should still more 
emphatically wish not to be involved in the responsibility of those of 
“J. C.,” as set forth in this communication.

FACTS IN HUNTSVILLE, IOWA._
It will be remembered that we published on page 166 of this volume, 

an account of peculiar spiritual manifestations through the mediumship of 
Mr. Vineyard. It seems by the following farther account of the same 
medium, that some of his friends who “ serve the Lord as if the devil were 
in them,” have raised the cry of “ Devil.” which has induced Mr. Vine
yard to oppose the Spirit-influence that bad taught him to read, etc. The 
consequence is, of course, some irregularity, and the taking away from 
him of the knowledge to read which they had imparted to him. We hope 
he will yet come into spiritual and divine order, and receive its blessing* 
We insert the following from a correspondent:

Mr. Partridge: As I wrote you a few lines a few weeks 
ago in which I alluded to gome strange feats of mediumship 
by a Mr. Vineyard, perhaps you and your readers may be en
tertained by bearing how Spiritualism is progressing io this 
quarter of tbe Lord’s vineyard. Well, I am not able to send 
you any very flattering accounts, yet I am happy to be able 
to assure you that I am full of joy and hope, as I am daily 
assured of the presence of loved ones who have long since de
parted this sphere. I find my mediumship steadily increas
ing. * * * Perhaps 1 ought to say a few words more of 
Mr. Vineyard before I close. He is a young man (as I be
fore remarked) of no education at all. He can not even read, 
when in bis normal condition. He was raised within a mile 
or so of this place, by a Mr. Seybert, who has been for several 
years in the Spirit-world.

The manner in which be came to be developed as a medium 
was thus : There being several young persons in tbe family, 
and they having heard of the Spirit-rappings, it was pro
posed to form a circle, which was accordingly done. They 
were not long kept in waiting. Spirit-friends being near, 
their wishes were soon gratified. They got the raps and had 
the table tippings, and in a short time Mr. V., with several of 
his young friends were, to their great surprise, very strong 
mediums. Soon the chairs, stands, and tables, moved without 
their touching their hands to them. And thus they pro
gressed, not knowing what it was or what to do with the 
strange phenomenon. Soon Mr. V. and a young man in the 
family were controlled, and made to perform feats such as I 
spoke of in my former letter.

Finally both the young men became clairvoyant, and then 
became afraid. The friends being Methodists, told them that 
it was the devil, and advised them to quit it. They being 
wholly ignorant of the philosophy, were inclined to believe 
them (their friends), and have since been resisting their Spirit- 
friends, but not successfully. They arc both often influenced, 
much against their will. The Spirit-friends of Mr. V. pro
mised to teach him to read if he would obey them. He

obeyed them about three weeks, and learned rapidly, but sub
sequently forgot it all, as they told him he would if he diso
beyed them. Very truly I am yours, Tnos. W. Cook.

Huntsville, Madison Co., Ind.

MATERIALISM.
Wc copy the following racy article from the Pulaski Democrat. It is 

the leading editorial, and of course somebody must have warned the ed
itor to “ flee from the wrath to come.” and he seems anxious to know 
whither he shall go.

We believe it to be an “ orthodox” sentiment that mind and 
matter are widely different, in fact, so different that the terms 
are commonly used together, by way of contrast, as opposites. 
They are supposed to possess not a single thing in common; 
mind has intelligence, feeling, will, none of which are incident 
to matter, and matter, on tbe other hand, has color, size, 
weight, etc., none of which belong to mind. Matter has been 
denominated gross and base, incapable of being refined into 
the mental element, and unfit to share its destiny or assist its 
purposes, except in this mortal life. Conjunction with mat
ter is but slavery and degradation to the spirit.

Hence materialists have always been denounced by pious 
defenders of the faith ; they have been overwhelmed by mul
titude of argument and opinions, and can hardly deny that 
they are anything but infidels. Having audaciously attempted 
to cart their coarse clay into the celestial world, what could 
they expect but to be ignominiously ejected from its happy 
and ethereal realms? How far they were wrong we will not 
attempt to show ; we take it for granted that they were entirely 
so.

But we fear that, after all, our zeal against materialistic in
fidelity has not been active enough ; the devil has grown cun
ning iu modern times, and, instead of openly opposing religion, 
be puts on its garb; be professes to love God, quotes the 
Bible, preaches morality, helps build churches, is anxious for 
the salvation of souls, and, through his apparent excessive 
sanctity, comes to have a voice in settling the conditions of 
that salvation, and the orthodoxy of church creeds. He no 
longer contends that the human soul is nothing but a lump of 
dirt—he stoutly denies that dogma; but if we examine the 
religious notions of the day, we shall find that he has not re
canted, and is as strong a materialist as ever.

We have built our heaven of gold and precious stones, and 
our bell of adamant, and we have peopled them both with ma
terial beings in the full and active use of their lungs and 
limbs. We have erected a magnificent throne, and seated 
thereon a colossal form which we worship as the true God, 
while we have dug an infernal cave, and filled it with fire and 
brimstone, for the devil and his angels. And, though we have 
long and unyieldingly insisted upon the radical distinction be
tween mind and matter, and the direct opposition of their na
tures, that flesh and blood (matter) can not inherit the king
dom of God, yet we, somehow, are ready to admit that there 
is something spiritual in matter, after all; that it can and will 
undergo some refining process and come out spirit ; for do we 
not believe that our rotten bodies will be thus rectified and 
manipulated, until their spiritual essence shall assume the glo
rious spiritual forms of angels ? That they will be eliminated 
from the beef, cabbage and potatoes wherewith they may chance 
to be incorporated, and carbonized or etherealized until they 
are more dazzling and eternal than diamonds.

AVe can not say how important an error may be enfolded 
in this part of our belief, but, if infidelity is dangerous, and 
materialism is infidelity, we think we discover a dangerous 
tincture here, against whose subtle poison we can not guard 
too carefully. If materialism, visibly gross aud earthly, be 
dangerous, much more so is it when it has been so triturated 
and etherealized as to assume the semblance of a Spirit of 
light.

WHO WARNED IT TO “FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COMET’

That intolerable sectarian paper, The World's Crisis, says 
of Spiritualism : “ AVe often hear it said, * Spiritualism is dying 
out.’ AVbenever we bear such a remark, it reminds us of an 
inexperienced blind man exploring a stream from its source to 
its termination, and judging of the extent of tbe river by the 
noise of its waters. After tracing the noisy brook down the 
hillside, plunging in angry roar among the rocks, he arrives 
where large streams unite, and in their deep, silent flow, pass 
on with scarcely a murmur to the almost boundless ocean. 
AVhen at this point of bis journey, he says : ‘ This river must 
be dying out, for it makes less noise than it did when I was 
nearer its source.’ If he were not blind, he would not make 
such a remark. Thus it is with Spiritualism. In its early 
history, it might be compared to a little cur that runs aud 
barks at every passing traveler, but feared by no one ; now, 
to tbe savage bull dog that gives no warning till he has his 
victim by the throat, in bis death-grapple. It is true that 
Spiritualism is less noisy than its earlier history, but there is 1 
more policy and greater progress. The doctrines of Spiritu- ■ 
alisni arc entering into the very heart of the evangelical 
churches; while a large proportion of those outside have al
ready adopted them and entirely rejected the Bible.”

SPIRITUAL LYCEUM AND CONFERENCE.

SIXTY SIXTH SESSION.
Question ; Spirit control, its uses and abuser ; the difference (if a. y) between 

“trance,” ‘‘fascination,” “possession,” etc., and the means of relief or defense 
against injury therefrom.

This question was continued from tbe previous Conference, chiefly 
to bear Mr. Bruce’s statement of experience with evil Spirits. He 

, read the following paper :
I stated at the last Conference that if the question then 

under discussion was continued, I would agree to furnish evi
dence of the fallacy of the opinions and arguments advanced 
by Dr. Hallock in support of the ideas maintained by him of 
the non-existence of evil in any of the Spirits revisiting this 
earth.

So far as I have been able to understand the Doctor, such 
exhibitions of evil are altogether chimerical, and exist alone 
in the brain of the medium, aud are the result of early errors 
imbibed through an education under the old theology, where 
all evil is made to assume form and personality in the devil. 
I am as free from entertaining a belief of any such existences 
as the Doctor himself can possibly be, and I have been equally 
careful, iu the education of my children, that their minds 
should be stored with facts, and not opinions, unless they were 
such as could be demonstrated as truths. Hence the evidence 
I am about to give in proof of the existence of Spirits whose 
delight is in evil, was developed through the organism of 
those whose education has not been tinctured by the dogmas 
upheld by the churches.

Until the winter of 1854, myself or family knew nothing of 
modern Spiritualism except such slight accounts as were then 
given in tbe New York Herold, and which were always in 
ridicule of it as a humbug, iu which slander I must confess we 
all too readily joined.

My two youngest daughters are both writers, chiefly poetic, 
and had then written New Year’s addresses for two of the city 
papers, in which, as is the practice, all occurrences of note 
throughout the past year has to be touched upon; among tbe 
rest, Spiritualism was not forgotten, but came in for a goodly 
share of what they considered merited ridicule. Even Judge 
Edmonds came in for a share. Soon after this, a son of mine, 
then residing in New York, had been with some companions 
to a spiritual circle, and what be there witnessed so astonished 
him that on the Sunday following be came over to AVilliams- 
burgh, where I resided, and communicated what he had seen 
and heard to his sisters, who, on tbe recital, were as much as
tonished as be had been, as they could not account for the 
phenomena on any known laws of which they had any knowl
edge. Perplexed to find no solution to this apparent mystery, 
they soon agreed between them to test tbe truth of what their 
brother related, in their own persons. They accordingly took 
a small table and sat down opposite each other, laying their 
hands flat on tbe table, as their brother informed them he saw 
done. They bad not sat to exceed half an hour, before the 
younger sister became affected, her bands trembling and jerk
ing. It was concluded that the elder one should ask tbe ques
tions, and tbe younger play the medium.

The first question asked was, if there were any Spirits pres
ent, to let tbe table indicate by rising three times. The table 
at once, and contrary to all expectation, rose three times as 
directed, and frightened them not a little; but still they bad 
no idea Spirits had aught to do with it.

The next question was, If tbe Spirit of our dog lt Tiger” is 
present (a favorite dog who died a short time previously,) let 
the table indicate as before. To this question there was no 
response, the table remaining still. If any other Spirit is 
present, let the table indicate by raising three times as before. 
The table at once obeyed, or I should say the power control- 
ing it caused it to obey. If the Spirit present can let us 
know who it is by writing its name, let tbe table indicate as 
before, which was at once obeyed. Pen, ink and paper being 
then furnished the medium, tbe name “ Mary Ann Bruce*’ was 
written through her. This was a daughter-in-law of mine, 
who had died of yellow fever in New Orleans some years be
fore. The medium then commenced to slap her hand on the 
table, indicative of joy that communication had been made. 
Then she played a tune on the table, imitating the piano, 
which tune was a favorite with this daughter-in-law, but which 
neither of my own daughters ever played.

The Spirit, apparently anxious her identity should not be 
doubted, then commenced, through the hand of the medium, 
to draw with great rapidity. AVhen the drawing was finished, 
the medium presented the drawing to her sister, who said, 
“ AVhy, that looks like our old house !” (This was a house I 
had built and lived in at Jersey City.) “ Yes,” it was at 
once written, “ God bless it; the happiest days of my life were 
spent there.”

This and a great many other Spirits communicated through 
this medium. The other sister had not been as yet at all 
affected ; but one evening, while conversing with me—she one 
side of tbe fire-place, and I on tbe opposite—she suddenly 
screamed out, u Oh ! some monstrous thing has hold of me!” 
Ou looking at her, I saw her right arm extended, she to ap
pearance resisting with all her might, and screaming. After 
what bad transpired (though there was nothing sufficiently 
convincing to me as yet), and being anxious to learn more, I
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told my daughter to let the power have its way till we learned 
what it wanted. She did so, aud it pulled her to the table 
which stood in tbe center of the room, on which were writing 
materials. She seized a pen. and wrote the name, “ Madame 
Darusmont, Frances Wright tbat was.”

This Spirit continued with that daughter for six weeks, and 
while she remained our house was a perfect heaven, so far as 
earth-homos can be made to resemble such. During this time 
she wrote through my daughter matter enough to have tilled 
a large volume, and of a character superior to any Spirit-writ
ing I have since seen. This Spirit would notallow my daugh
ter to visit any public assemblies, such as churches, theaters 
or the like ; would go with her to the picture gallery in Broad
way, aud would point out to her tbe beauties or defects of each 
picture. One afternoon she brought to me the Spirits of my 
mother, who died when I was but three years of age; my 
father, two brothers and sister; my stepmother, with her son 
and daughter, with an aunt, sister to my mother, each one of 
whom wrote a communication to me. But what was most 
singular, my wife, who was present, and who knew nothing of 
Spiritualism but what came through her daughters at this 
time, had the gift of seeing the Spirits, and saw all those I 
have named together at this time. My wife said their busts 
alone were visible; all else was enveloped, as it appeared, in 
a cloud. Frances Wright introduced each one by name. 
There was one in the group that seemed most anxious to com
municate, noticed by my wife, who said to me, “Mr. Bruce, 
I do believe here is your aunt Nelly”; when the Spirit at 
once nodded assent to its truth, though my wife had never 
seen ber in life. When my second eldest brother came, I was 
much affected, as through a misunderstanding we had, our last 
parting was in ill-feeling, which 1 much and deeply regretted, 
and I'burst into tears while his communication was being 
written through my youngest daughter.

Many of these Spirits bad left this sphere many years be
fore my daughters were born, particularly my eldest brother, 
whom they had never heard me speak of, and of whom I have 
not the faintest recollection myself, he having left Scotland 
soon after my mother’s death, and went to Calcutta, in India, 
where he remained. His communication was signed “ Charles 
Bruce, of Calcutta,” whom tbe medium never before heard of. 
This, together with the contents of each communication, 
proved sufficient to upset my skepticism, and brought me to 
be a believer in immortality, which I had not been for more 
than thirty years ; and I think you will agree with me that 
the evidence was sufficient. At all events, I am satisfied 
with it.

For several weeks, many Spirits came to my youngest 
daughter, and wrote through her. One Spirit came from 
Charleston, S. C., and wished her to write for him to his bro
ther in St. Louis. The letter was written by him through 
her organism and sent as directed, with a note explanatory. 
It reached the brother, who wrote back to the medium, stating 
the hand-writing was exactly that of his brother, but that the 
middle name was wrong. Another Spirit came, purporting 
to be a James Harrison, who kept the Northern Hotel, foot of 
Cortlandt-street, in New York, and wished permission towrite 
a letter to bis wife at Bergen Hill, N. J. The letter was 
written as before, with a note explanatory of how it came, and 
mailed by me to the address the Spirit gave.

On the following day a Spirit calling itself the same James 
Harrison, came and said that the letter of tbe previous day 
had been misdirected and would never reach his family, and 
he was anxious to have another written, to which consent was 
again given. The second letter commenced similar to the 
first, but soon changed in tbe language till it began to swear, 
when tbo medium dropped the pen, and inquired of me if I 
had known James Harrison. I answered I had no personal 
acquaintance, and knew him by sight only. She asked me if 
I knew what religion he was of. I answered, I believed Pres
byterian. She then showed me what had been written, and 
asked if I thought James Harrison would use such language. 
I said I did not think be would. Frances Wright, whose 
Spirit was still with my other daughter, bad told her there 
were what she termed dark Spirits who would deceive and 
were prone to evil; but that if they were strictly questioned 
in the name of God, if they were what they represented them
selves to be, they would tell the truth. She put the question, 
“ In the name of God, are you James Harrison?” Thc an
swer was, “No, I am a damned old murderer.” Frances 
Wright called out, “ Gibbs, the pirate.” “ Yes, I am Gibbs the 
pirate, and there is Wamsley under the table” (a colored man 
executed with him). Some joking passed between Gibbs and 
myself at this time, in which he told of his early days. His 
parents were strict Methodists, he said, and were severe on 
him; he said he could go the praying part well enough, but 
could not stand the canting. Gibbs showed no disposition to 
be vicious till one evening the medium be came to, and I, 
were going to bold a circle at the house of one of the editors 
of the Sunday Dispatch. When the circle was formed, Gibbs 
soon showed himself by writing, answering all questions put 
by thc editor, gave the names of all the vessels he sailed, oven 
down to the last, commenced to tell where he had buried 
money (in this he was stopped by the medium), previously 
having promised to reform under the instructions of the me
dium, for whom he professed great respect. He said she was

so kind and pure, and agreed tbat tbe money he spoke of as 
having buried, should be applied to charitable purposes; she 
would not allow him to tell where it was then, as in nine 
months from tbat time he agreed to come back elevated far 
above the plane he was then on.

At last the circle broke up ; my daughter and I went home 
congratulating ourselves on being instrumental in raising the 
hopes and aspirations of a fellow-Spirit to pursue a more 
heavenward course than he had yet trod. I had not been in bed 
above an hour when I was called up to go for the doctor, my 
daughter having been taken very ill. When the doctor came 
she was from her feet up as cold as ice, and to all appearances 
dying. The doctor bad her feet put in water scalding hot, 
and it was long before she showed signs of improvement. She 
did get better of tbat spell after a while, so that tbe doctor 
could leave. Gibbs, the villian, told her tbe next day tbat it 
was he who put her in that state, and be put her in similar 
states a number of times before she finally got rid of him.

Although I could greatly add to the number of such facts, 
lest I should tresspass on your time to the exclusion of others, 
I will confine myself to the relation of one fact more, then 
from the whole form a summary of evidence in support of my 
own theory, aud refuting that of Doctor Hallock.

During the time the Spirit of Gibbs continued to afflict my 
daughter in various ways, cursing her in language far worse 
than ever she heard uttered by human tongue, because she re
fused to give herself up fully to his control, be having posses
sion of her physical only—ber mind she held possession of her
self. She was so tormented one night that I had to seek the 
aid of a friend living some distance, to come and try what 
effect demagnetizing her would produce—this gentleman being 
an old friend of both Dr. Gram and Dr. Curtis, in whose com
pany he had seen various phenomena analogous to this. By 
his aid she was relieved, and although he believed thc Spirits 
to be demons, he talked to Gibbs, and solicited him to leave 
my daughter and take him, as it would be more fitting, than 
tormenting a poor weak girl. My daughter was greatly re
lieved at this time, for thc Spirit accepting the invitation of 
the gentleman, left her and took him : but he did not know it 
till he got out of doors on his way home, when the Spirit 
commenced on him a tirade of the most horrible curses, to 
which he replied in the same strain. So they kept it up for a 
dozen blocks or more till he arrived home and was eating his 
supper, still keeping up the firing on both sides, till Gibbs ac
knowledged himself beat, and left. He said Gibbs appeared 
to walk along side of him on bis way home while this battle 
of curses continued. The Spirit returned to my daughter 
and acted as before, sometimes leaving her for my son in the 
city, who was au engineer, and made use of him iu his work. 
Sometimes he would go to my eldest daughter, then iu Wash
ington, whom he said he liked, she was so pleasant; but it is 
singular he tormented none but the youngest.

The Spirit of Frances Wright said to my other daughter 
there was no power in existence capable of driving ber away, 
fears having been expressed this might take place; and take 
place it did, and was succeeded by a Spirit, if anything, worse 
than Gibbs, who even excelled him iu his modes of torture.

Here were these two afflicted ones, the Spirits having all 
control of their bodies to abuse them as they chose, for two 
weeks or more, they being unable to lie in their beds, but sat 
up in arm-chairs with some person continually demagnetizing 
or trying to take the magnetic influence off them. They were 
relieved at last through tbe aid of a physician, but they say 
chiefly through prayer to God. Need it be wondered at that 
they formed tbe idea that all the Spirits that now come to 
mortals are demoniac, assuming such angelic attributes as the 
one personating Frances Wright, only the more easily to pos
sess them to destroy them ? To this conclusion my daughters 
came, and as soon as they were well enough, they both threw 
themselves into the bosom of Mother Church Episcopal, where 
they still remain.

This proof I here present, of the existence of evil disposed 
Spirits, but who were once in human form on this earth, and not 
devils with horns and tails, as theology pictures them. I can
not conceive of any existence whose character and propensity 
for evil could cxcell that of too many of the inhabitants of 
this world at the present day. Is it reasonable to suppose, 
when they reach the other life with all those evils that ad
hered to them in this, that any very sudden change for the, 
better is likely to occur ?

I think 1 have shown that such Spirits will lie; that they 
will steal, swear, aud use the worst of language; tbat they 
can take possession of some persons without their consent; 
that they can abuse their physical frames as they will, aud if 
allowed possession of the mind, can drive them mad.

The history of Spiritualism for the last ten years confirms 
all I have said, while the views and opinions in oposition. held 
and maintained by Doctor Hallock, rest on mere hypothesis, 
unsupported by a solitary fact, and like the “ baseless fabric of 
a vision, dissolves, leaving not a wreck behind.”

Hr. Gray thinks Mr. Bruce and his friends draw their conclusions 
too hastily. It is known that a medium may be impressed with the 
states and sentiments of persons present in the flesh, and thc degree 
of trance necessary for such transfer is not to be determined by the 
mere superficial appearance of the subject. In support of this state

ment, he cited the fact that subjects are hallucinated and made to 
believe a cane is a snake, or anything else, real or unreal, when they 
appear to be in their normal state of mind and body, and talk ra
tionally on other subjects. Neither does it always require that the 
positive state or sentiment should be manifested externally, or ut
tered, in order for it to be dramatized in the medium or trance subject. 
He happened to know some of the parties connected with Mr. Bruce's 
case. His daughters are mediums. The gentleman who demagnet
ized the medium, is Mr. B?s son-in-law, and he was intimate with, 
and sympathized with, the late Dr. Curtis, who for several years 
was under the persuasion that evil Spirits surrounded him, and spoke 
with him in vexatious and profane terms, and be answered them 
back in a similar manner ; and this warfare was continually kept up. 
Dr. Curtis was constantly in the persuasion that evil Spirits were 
about him, and tbat he must keep up the unceasing attitude of war
fare against them. This theory and these sentiments were trans
ferred to his sympathizing friend, who, in turn, may have transferred 
them to the daughters of Mr. Bruee, and may have been dramatized 
in them, in the nervous results and strange speeches detailed by Mr. 
Bruce as coming from evil Spirits. His theory of this, and all cases 
of this kind, is not disturbed by the fact that the gentleman who 
may have induced these convictions and the resulting states in the 
medium, was sent for, and brought her out of them; as this may 
have occurred by the man coming to himself without being imme
diately conscious of the fact. Yet, seeing his own state dramatized 
in the medium, the energies of his normal state are aroused for the 
time being, and when this took place, his subject was relieved, of 
course. As he came more into order, and into a comparatively nor
mal instead of abnormal state, a corresponding sphere would flow 
out from him.

Dr. Gray cited a case which had come under his personal treat
ment : A young man became hallucinated with the idea of devils and 
evil Spirits ; that they spoke with him, and interfered with his work ; 
he occasionally burst out in awful profanity, and thought Spirits 
made him tbus talk. The Doctor allowed the young man to believe, 
for thc time being, that he thought Spirits did really obsess and 
trouble him, and he commenced to talk with what the diseased sub
ject said was the Spirit talking through him. He told the Spirit he 
had better leave him ; that he was injuring the young man's healthr 
and it might kill him, etc. He thought his own apparent sympathy 
with the hallucination, and his saying it might result in death, 
aroused the patient’s fears of death, which overbalanced his persua
sions and fears of Spirits, and a consequent change of state took 
place, and the subject was relieved.

Dr. Gray said that all cases which bad come to his knowledge, 
which were relied on as evidences of evil Spirits, were more ration
ally accounted for by the supposition of a transfer of states, mes
meric influences, or other laws and influences known to man ; amj 
before he could accept the idea that Spirits are profane, immoral, or’

! that they seek to injure mortals, he must bave^good evidence, not 
i only of the presence of Spirits, but of tbe absence of hysteria, of 
mesmeric transfers of earthly states, and of all similar mundane 
psycho-dynamic forces that are capable of causing such phenomena- ' 

When Spirits have written communications, separate and apart 
from any human being, they are invariably full of love and good-will 
to mortals. There never bad been anything so written to his know
ledge tbat was at all evil ; neither had he ever known Spirits to do 
any man injury.

The medium, in every case, is subject to the psycho-positive mind, 
whether that is in the natural or spiritual world. Hence man must

I be careful in his investigations, and only accept as true whatsoever 
will bear the test of analogy, and commends itself to the unbiased 
and intuitive perceptions, and the diviner states aud sentiments of 
our being. Adjourned, c. p.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of the Friends of Human Progress.
Thc Ohio yearly meeting of thc Friends of Human Progress, will 

hold its next meeting at Fairmount, four miles south of Alliance, 
Ohio, commencing October 1st, and to continue probably for three 
days.

Without regard to creeds, confessions of faith, sects, Orthodoxy or 
Infidelity, caste, sex. color or condition, enemies’as well ns friends of 
Beligious, Moral and Intellectual Progress, are invited to meet and 
co-operate together for the welfare and development of mankind. 
Several speakers have already expressed their intention to be present.

Rachel Wihnery. 1 , 
Fairmount, 1859. Isaac'Prescott, [ Gew.

Michigan Yearly Meeting of Friends of Progress,
At Ann Arbor. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. SeptemUT 23, 24. 

and 25, commencing nt 10 o’clock, a. m. Not a meeting of a wet. 
Let many meet, from far and near, for three days, of candid thought 
and well-ordered free speech, that we may know belter how to aid the 
rule of Wisdom, Justice, and Love ; how to gain that health of spirit 
and body so needed for the advent of “ react* on earth, and good will 
among men.” Able shakers will be present, und ii is confidently ex
pected the occasion will be one of interest and importance. Gome ! 
Orthodox and Heterodox, Spiritualists and Materialists. Strangers 
wishing homes, will call on the Committee below named : \V ashing- 
ton Weeks, Robert Glurier. Dr. Kellogg, A. Widenmunn. T. Tulsi- 
pher, J. Sprague.
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REV. E. H. CHAPIN’S DISCOURSE,
Delivered on Sunday Morning. Sept. 18,1859.

“ For the law of the spirit of lite in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.”—Romans 8 : 2.

It may be asserted, as a general proposition, that things rise in the 
scale of being in proportion to their inward and voluntary force. 
Thus the masses of inorganic matter in the world around us, are the 
unresisting subjects of chemical and mechanical powers. Wind and 
weather, the constituent elements of air and water, wear away the 
stones, decompose tbe rocks, and even the mountain is removed out 
of its place. But the moment we pass into the region of organized 
existences, we detect the presence of an interior principle of life which 
to a greater or less degree modifies, resists and controls these exter
nal agents.

In the realm of organized being, we enter step by step, as it were, 
into a strips of organizations, each marked by a more profound in
wardness, and a more positive exercise of voluntary force. It is 
hardly necessary for my present purpose to trace out this law in de
tail. I merely allude to the fact that in crossing over from the min
eral to the vegetable kingdom, for instance, from the lump of granite 
to the grass blade, or the violet; we detect this difference, that while, 
as I have just observed, the one is the unresisting subject of me
chanical or chemical forces, the other has developed an inward power 
of resistance and of application, making use for the purpose of its 
own being of these external agents ; nor will the plant be entirely 
under their control, like the clod, or the stone, until it parts with 
this mysterious inward element, and becomes once more a fragment 
of the inorganic world.

In the region of animal existence, again, we detect a still higher 
development of inward force, and a distinct movement of voluntary 
life. But to touch at once the point at which I wish to arrive, it is 
in man of all other creatures that we find the deepest inwardness of 
life, and the most complete power of inward organization. In him 
we behold the image or type of that life which is above nature, and 
without which the works of nature could not be, for inorganic mat
ter has no intelligent life in itself. In man we find the type and 
image of a life which controls and shapes these blind and unresisting 
masses, which arrays them in order, and which stamps them with the 
impress of thoughts and ideas. And here, I remark, in this inward 
organism which distinguishes man from all other creatures, is at once 
the theatre of his greatness and his abasement; here blend the splen
dor and the awfulness of his free-will and his immortal capacity. 
Compounded of all these elements of being—in his flesh a brother to 
the clod and the stone, sharing in a mysterious vitality with the plant 
and the flower ; kindred in his appetites to the brute that perishes; 
hi him there is a knowledge of good and evil; in him there is a power 
of right and wrong ; in one word, there is a moral consciousness 
which separates him from all other earthly beings, and allies him 
with the hidden realities of spiritual existence, knowledge and will; 
a knowledge of moral distinctions ; a will to obey or disobey the 
right; a will to serve or resist the wrong. By what other peculiar
ity does man so transcend the limit of mere earthly and mortal 
things? In what other point of view does he present such a pro
found and absorbing interest? His are the power and the privilege 
of a spiritual organism which is the highest and the only true Life ; 
his are the power and the peril of a moral disintegration and abase
ment which is the most dreadful, which is the only real death.

My hearers, this was the point of interest upon which the great 
Apostle who wrote this Epistle to the Romans fixed his eyes. To 
him all other objects of interest on the earth stood secondary ; they 
were absorbed and lost in this. He saw in all men—in every man, 
a spiritual arena to which this outer and visible world was a tran
sient frame-work; he beheld there powers, conflicts, possibilities in 
comparison with which the hosts of earthly strife were but specters, 
and the crowns of empire grew dim ’ The revelation of the truth in 
Christ Jesus had reversed for him the object glass through which 
men ordinarily look upon things. To him the objects of this world 
were faint und small; the realities of eternity and of the soul were 
near and substantial. It was in this mood that he wrote this won
drous epistle. Let us by no means regard this letter to the early 
Christians at Rome as a mere discussion of transient topics, of the 
wants of that primitive age ; or an attempt to adjust a dispute be
tween Jews and Gentiles, written in one sense to them both ; to men 
of Gentile origin and Jewish ideas. It was written to aud for that 
common humanity which in Jew or Gentile is all comprehended.

The great idea which runs through this Epistle is of a Law, to 
which both Jew and Gentile were, and to which every man is, sub
ject ; and of a deliverance, which Jew and Gentile needed, and 
which all men must have. It is in vain to halt upon precise defini
tion and scientific methods in reading this document. Paul was not 
writing a scientific essay or a philosophical treatise ; he was pouring 
out his own earnest thoughts. His words, as Luther said, were “ live 
words ;” they had “ hands and feet;” they took the changing colors 
Of his thought; they shifted and rolled from this side to that in the 
circle of his comprehensive argument. But you can not fix them in

precise definitions, as you would a treatise in our modern times, or a 
philosophical treatise in any time. ’

Take, for instance, this one word, Law. Now, as we read this 
Epistle to the Romans, we find it continually changing its meaning— 
now implying this thing, now that. In some instances it means the 
law of Moses, and in other instances it means the moral law. We 
must not suppose, let me observe by the way, that in the mind of the 
Apostle Paul, or of any devout Jew of that time, there had been an 
actual separation between .the moral and the Mosaic law. Mosaic 
law comprehends both the moral and the ceremonial. But some
times, as the Apostle states it, it means for us the Mosaic, and some
times the moral law ; yet whatever it may mean, for the time being, 
it has one comprehensive aud substantial meaning, under all its 
terms, applicable to ourselves aud to all men—it means a law that 
convinces of sin—it means a law that makes us conscious of sin. 
And here is the force aud terror of the law. For, as the Apostle 
argues in one part of this Epistle, where the law is not, there is no 
transgression—there is no sin. We impute no sin to the child or 
idiot, who knows no law; the law creates a sense of sin—the law 
makes us conscious of sin—the law is the intense fire which brings 
out the hidden writing on the blank consciousness of man until he 
sees the hideousness of his sin, and knows the moral standard against 
which he has transgressed.

But, as I said before, this must be an imaginary instance, except 
in the case of a child or idiot; lor, as Paul goes on to argue, all 
men, whether Jew or Gentile, had some sort of a law—had a moral 
and conscious law, or had that consciousness of sin which the law 
awakens. More than this, as we look further at this term law, in 
the argument of the Apostle, we find it to be a law which men were, 
and which men are, powerless to fulfill. The Mosaic law could not 
be complied with in its completeness and its exactitude by the Jew; 
for does not one of the Apostles say, “ It was a yoke which neither 
we nor our fathers could bear?” The requisites ot the law, both 
moral and ceremonial, exceeded the strength of the Jew; and, as
suredly, we know the Gentile did not comply with that law, dimly 
and imperfectly as it may have been apprehended, which was writ
ten upon tbe tables of the human heart. If you read the first chap
ter of Romans, you read a general description of the Gentile world— 
showing, 1 repeat, that neither Jew nor Gentile did, or could, fulfill 
the law which was laid upon them, whether it came in the reve
lation to Moses, or from the natural revelation of conscience to the 
heart.

Then again, as we look at this term law, we find it spoken of as 
though it were in itself sin, and the strength of sin ; and then, again, 
the Apostle says, the law is good. Then again, he seems to speak 
of sin as something outside of himself, and says, it is no longer him, 
but sin that dwelleth within him. Now, I repeat, here are inex
tricable difficulties : if you sit down and try, with only the aid of 
cold scientific study, to analyze the meaning of the'Apostle, and 
shape that meaning in sharp and crystaline words of logic, or sci
ence, or theology; aud yet, at the same time, if you read the 
Apostle's argument as it flows along, every man feels the essential 
truth of what the Apostle says, knows what it means, and bknows 
it to be true.

Why, my hearers, our deepest emotions, our most intimate and 
secret sentiments, we cannot analyze them ; it is impossible to do it. 
We cannot fix them with any definite terms, or explain them. Let 
the mother attempt to analyze her love for her child, or, do you un
dertake to analyze your love for any one, and say how you will 
classify it or explain it. How much you will find in the purest love 
that is selfish ; how much of our best things are earthly and imper
fect still. Let any one undertake to explain the deepest emotions 
of a devout heart in its communion with God, in its experiences with 
Christ, and the explanation eludes his power ; it is too subtle and 
delicate to be expressed in words, and if we undertake to state it in 
precise terms, it would be inconsistent and illogical; and yet each 
heart knows its meaning. Our best things, if we could analyze them, 
have ingrained imperfections, and even in our worst things there is 
something which appeals to the good, nay, which more or less strives 
and resists the evil. We cannot put into a cold statement of scien
tific terms the deepest and most subtle emotions of the human heart. 
So, 1 say, there is in every man a c mseiousness of this law of which 
Paul speaks, though its precise definition may be difficult. Yet it is a 
law whose requirements are not attained to ; and, there is a con. 
sciousness of a conflict within us, more or less intense and persistent. 
What the Apostle means we all apprehend ; how to take his defini
tions in every instance we may not know. Or, if there are minds 
which have no such conception by their own experience, who have 
never had such a struggle, who cannot tell what the Apostle means 
by the law of sin and death, who have no interior lexicon by which 
to interpret the Apostle’s meaning, we can hardly expect to find such 
men in Christian communities. It must be in some remote, dark 
laud of heathenism, it must be in some stage of low barbarism, we 
find men who are never awakened to the consciousness of a moral 
law ; yet, if you will look even there closely and carefully, you will 
find this peculiar characteristic of moral consciousness which sepa

rates man from all other beings; you will find it prevailing even 
there. And if. even in Christian communities, there are those to 
whom these words of tbe Apostle are unmeaning, who cannot fathom 
their depths, who cannot apply their significance, it must be those 
who are living in a state of very superficial apathy in this world. 
Yet even these must be, at times, more or less awakened to a sense 
of their condition, and upon them, at times, the Apostle’s meaning 
glimmers; or else they are those who have fallen into a stupor of 
sensual absorption ; and this is a state which they have brought 
upon themselves—-mark it, which they have brought upon them
selves, not without resistance.

I suppose it is a sad truth that it is easier for a man to descend in 
evil than to rise iu goodness. Nevertheless it is not easv for a man 
to take the first positive step in evil; there is that in him which calls 
him back ; there is a witness of this law within, which appeals to him 
I believe when he is fallen and lost, and the fountains of good seem 
utterly sealed up, there is tbe voice of that law, faint though it may 
be, in his heart, speaking to him still.

“ The law of siu and death I” it may be called so, because it awakes 
us to a sense of our sins, and to a conviction of our powerlessness in 
sin : or it may be called a law of sin and death, considered as a riling 
principle in our souls, set over against the good, that appeals to us 
there—a principle that impels us to disobey the good. I repeat, 
although we can not explain the term, yet every time the Apostle 
uses it, it expresses a meaning which every man can interpret by his 
own experience and his own heart. It may be. however, that we are 
not troubled to explain the term ; but to explain the fact that the 
Apostle sets forth, we may ask, why has this been permitted * Why 
has a law been written on tables of stone, and handed down through 
the terrors and sublimities of Mount Sinai, or written in mvsterious 
consciousness on the human heart ? Why has this law been univer
sally published for man to obey, and yet man has been >’• circum
stanced as not to be able to obey it ? I might answer this question 
by saying it is a speculative problem, which by no means removes 
tbe practical fact. There are a great many questions of this kind in 
the world. People trouble themselves with questions, and yet after 
all that which thev have to do with is the fact. Thev mav ask, for • • •
instance, how you can reconcile freewill with God’s sovereignty ; but 
never trouble themselves to exercise their free will in obeying 
God’s sovereignty, and thus waste in speculation the power which 
God has given them to act. Though it may be a problem that God 
has given a law which man is unable to obey, it does not alter the 
fact that there is a law, that there always has been a law. which man 
has not obeyed. But what if we say that this state of things was 
permitted, in order that, the absolute need of man being demonstrated, 
the great result of freedom and deliverance might be made more plain 
and sure.

Suppose we say, God is making an experiment with man. to see 
how far he could work out his own salvation. How can man be 
brought to know God until he knows himself? How cau he know 
how much the Almightv will do for him until he knows how much, 
or rather how little, be can do for his own good ? Must he not go 
to the extent of his orbit, by his own force, before he feels the at
traction of the central sun? So God gives man a law that he may 
work out for himself the experiment of being, that he may <" how far 
he could go. He gave to the Jew a positive law. a revelation written 
on tables of stone, containing the essence of that same moral law which 
he gave to the Gentile, written on the fleshly tablets of the heart: and 
when both J cw and Gentile had fully attest al the fact that tbe law could 
not be fully carrial out aud obeyed by them, then both Jew and Gen
tile were precisely in that state that they could appreciate the love in 
that deliverance which comes in the spirit of life in Christ Je<u^ This 
is the Apostle’s argument, and this is the Apostle’s demonstm‘iun : <»od 
includes them all in unbelief—the Jew trial by the Ma<a:e ’aw. the 
Gentile tried by the natural law. Why; that he might have mercy 
upon all, and that they might turn away from the vain attempt to fulfill 
mere impossibilities. This is that spirit of life which is rvve iled thresh 
Christ Jesus: this is the demonstration. 1 repeat, which Paul makes, 
and which applies to all men. Is there not such a law as that to which 
the Apostle refers here ? 1 appeal to the heart and couseh n. ■’ of every 
man who hears me : Is there not within yourselves a conviction, re
ceived, it may be through the revealed word and tho ordinary cachings 
of Christianity, or received through natural instinct, no iu- r bow? 
Is there not within yourselves a consciousness of a rule of rkht. a rule 
of true goodness, which you ought to obey? Ho you not h* 1 that you 
are not a being of mere disheveled impulses, to d • what you a ill. but a 
being bound together by a moral obligation which you have the pover 
to fulfill or not to fulfill, but which you are none the le^s vn.pk.Dcady 
required to fulfill ?

Every man will answer : “ I fwl such a law and obl'ga’-or a- that; 
I loci that I am not a creature pineal here to go where I w .'I but made 
to m< ve in the orbit of moral oblLmtion." Then com-s up the ques
tion : ■ Have you obeyed that law ? Have you completely lu’tflled each 
aud exery claim it makes upon you ?" Conscience a-ks : “ Ho ya ^tand 
before God to-day in the light of a perfat obedience ? W hy. *ome 
man nay say : “ I have violatai no outward act ; 1 have kept all out’ 
ward requirements.” Some may stand in the poatiun of the young man
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in the Gospel who said : “ I have kept all these things from my youth 
up.” There may be none before me, though I can hardly think so— 
but there may be none before me who have ever done wrong by an overt 
act. an act that their fellow-men could accuse them of. They have lived 
honestly, have been fair in all their dealings, have fulfilled all their 
promises, and kept all things square, and they stand unimpeachable by 
human slander and unattackable by human law. But now, my friends, 
look at the matter a moment, and bring the law to bear upon it. It 
shines clear through your overt act, and pierces down and strikes upon 
ground of motive. What has been the motive by which this public 
conduct has been discharged ? What has been the motive by which 
these overt acts have been committed ? For I am admitting a great 
deal when I admit that every man has fulfilled all the overt duties ; 
there is really no man who does stand in that position. But even sup
pose there are such men, the law, I repeat, shines through the overt act 
into the motive. And what has been the prime impulse from which 
you acted in all this? What has been the spring and ground of your 
action ? Ilas it been such as you are willing to lay bare before the 
Almighty, and say, under the pure and infinite Eyejliat searches the 
depths of the human heart and pierces them through, “ We are clean 
before Thee; our motive has been one of perfect purity, and holiness, 
and rectitude?*’ The law requires that; you can not budge an inch 
from the requirements of the law ; it goes deeper than all the laws of 
men enacted upon tbe statute-book ; it requires rectitude of motive and 
rightness of affection.

Then, again, often when you have resisted the wrong, you may have 
disliked the law against wrong. Have you descended to that depth? 
Or have you a higher sense than that of servile obedience ? Arc your 
affections all flowing the right way ? Perhaps there are those who will 
say as much as the Apostle did. that they mean to do right. And sup
pose it is so, still I think such a man will find, as the law shines deeper 
aud deeper into the recesses of his nature, and lights up every cranny 
of his heart and every nook of his affections, that while he is striving to 
do good sin has been present with him. The law says thou shall do 
this thing. It makes no allowance for weakness, for your poor frailty. 
There it stands, with its sharp and awful positiveness : thou shall do 
this, thou shall not do that. Hold up the law before your whole life, 
inward as well as outward, and’tell me if there is within you the con
viction of sin, and if in even your best actions you do not feel a con
scious struggle of evil. Just in proportion as you have tried to do good, 
to live a higher and purer life, that struggle has been most intense. 
Who are the warriors who feel called to strain every muscle on this 
battle-field of moral conflict, around which apostles are ranged and non 
which angels look? Not the bad men, not the men of lust and sensu
ality, not those who dwell with the husks and the swine, not your Pu
ritanical pharisees and smooth hypocrites, those men upon whom you 
can not find an overt flaw or speck. But your pure, aspiring, sensitive 
souls, that try to do their best, that pray to do their best, who have 
struggled upward, who have dealt thundering blows upon sin, who have 
fallen upon tbeir knees, with the crests of their helmets battered down. 
Those men who fight most intensely in this spiritual conflict have really 
done the most. Ah I don’t you suppose such men feel deliverance when 
the truth comes to them ?

You are not called upon to do the things that are right and pure 
without any allowance for your weakness, or to rest simply in the 
rigorous literalism of the law. Your motives, your affection, your 
effort. GM accepts, through the mercy that is in Christ Jesus. 0 I 
surely, like a voice through the captive’s prison-door—like tbe trum
pet of tbe resurrection—to such souls come the Apostle’s words: 
“Ths law of the spirit of life iu Christ Jesus hath made us free from 
the law of sin and death.”

If you pierce to the meaning of these words, upon what moral 
ground are you standing ? Now, I repeat, some men cannot understand 
these words. They have fallen, perhaps, into a state of spiritual 
stunor. If so, I ask you to consider what a condition that is, so to 
live and so to be, as to have no consciousness of moral obligation, 
no ideal of rectitude, no conception of something higher—something 
beautiful and good dawning upon the murky horizon of our world. 
To become the sodden drunkard, the libertine encrusted with base
ness. and to live merely in the sweep of appetites, and at the beck of 
every temptation, what kind of a state do you call that? I say it is 
death. It is not death to have the body crumble back to earth, and 
to dissolve in kindly elements, to moulder to dust, “ aud may be turn 
to daisies in the grave/’ But it is death to have the soul paralyzed, 
to have its inner light quenched, to have its faculties blasted—that 
is death. Blindness! Is it blindness merely not to see with the 
outward eye? Was .Milton blind when he saw the cherubim and 
the brightness of the vail before the face of God, and saw all the 
glories of the spiritual world roll in their brightness before him? 
Deaf ? Is it deaf not merely to hear the sounds of the outer world, 
when inner harmonies cheer you, and voices of memory, and. above 
all, God'.- approval, and the words “ Well done, good and faithful 
servant / ’ it is deaf and blind—it is death itself—-to have our 
moral nature utterly disheveled, and wasting away.

If there arc any iu this condition, you know what a deliverance 
they need from the law of sin and death. But I trust men are not 
in this condition ; but very many are in a state of superficial apathy.

They are resting upon tbe simple fact, that they are as good as tbeir 
neighbors ; they keep up to the level of respectability ; they rise as 
society rises round about them. There is no human law that can 
impeach them. Yes ; but are there not other claims than human 
law? Are there not claims of a law which is summed up in these 
words : “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbor as thyself?” Now, try your entire life by this simple 
claim : “Thou shalt love the Lord with all thy heart, and thy neigh
bor as thyself?” Have you done it? Cary it into all the recesses 
of your affections, into all the crannies of your motives, into all your 
secret as well as public actions. Try by that test, and then see if 
you do not have a consciousness of being slain, so to speak, by the 
law.

Now, a man may be awakened, so that he becomes thus conscious. 
I say “ awakened ;” for there is a meaning in these old words. A 
man may be awakened to this consciousness of his moral and spirit
ual guilt and incongruity. Various instrumentalities will do this. 
Sometimes affliction does it, as the sharp plowshare breaks up the 
bard-beaten surface of life, and he begins to feel his soul—to feel 
the solemn depths of his life. The plummet of God’s dispensations 
goes sounding through those depths, and convinces him of a reality 
which hn •' —— r-n t -f. . rx-- o—, OV4.*VV «*«VO, UUC3 LUIS, UHM, 
sometimes, it is the goodness of God—the goodness of God, in some 
full flow of blessing, bursts upon us. In some way, living as we have 
been, in superficial apathy, the law is brought to bear upon us— 
that is, the law Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and thy neighbor 
as thyself. We see how much we have fallen short of this law, and 
how weakly and poorly we have lived. Men sometimes endeavor to 
cast off the pressure of this conviction, and sometimes they may en
deavor to satisfy the claims of the law upon them by ordinances; 
they seem to think that, by fulfilling a certain round of ceremonial 
duties, the claims of the law may be discharged ; for there is as 
much of the ceremonial now as there was in Jewish times. People 
really suppose that, by carrying out certain ordinances, they dis
charge the claims of this law.

Then again, others will charge their guilt upon fate—they go back 
to the region of speculation—-they say, I am made so and so. I am 
a child of circumstances, a tool of fortune, and can do nothing dif
ferent, while all the time their conscience rebukes them for that idea. 
No man ever was practically a fatalist I Man can not throw upon 
fate the consequences of his sin. There is a terrific feeling of self— 
a sense of personality that wakes us in this conception of disobedi
ence to acknowledge the claims of the law. On every man’s soul 
takes place what was called by another of those old words, “ law
work ;” and it is this terrible law-work which makes him feel his 
wickedness and impotence in sin.

But now comes in this faith-element, to which the apostle al
ludes just as much as he does to the law-element. Here comes in the 
conviction of God’s mercy as revealed to us through Jesus Christ; 
the conviction that we are accepted, not for what we do, but for 
what we are—accepted as children that have come, conscious of our 
weakness—conscious of our guilt, having nothing to excuse ourselves 
with before God, but casting ourselves upon bis mercy with full re
liance. Christ came to show the will of the Father, and to convince 
us that any one, though a child of Adam, is also a child of God, 
and would be accepted by him in his cry for mercy. That was what 
Christ came to reveal—when that is comprehended wc comprehend 
that spirit of life in Christ Jesus, and are delivered from the law of 
sin and death. Then, though sin is with us, we feel that God is with 
us too, and then striving to do our best, though conscious of our 
weakness, we trust to that infinite mercy which is revealed through 
Christ.

Now, my friends, this, I think, is an unfolding of the Apostle’s 
argument, written to the Roman Church. It is a truth to apply to 
ourselves, and not to be buried up under that old phraseology. Oh ’ 
I wish we had a new terminology ! I think the great want of our 
time is a new religious terminology. The old idea stands, however ; 
and often, under erroneous doctrines, men are moved to righteous
ness because of the vitality in the substance of the things which the 
false statements cover; while better systems of doctrine have some
times left out old truths because of the objectionable terminology. 
If we could take hold of tbe truth in the Apostle’s statement here, 
and put it in fresh every-day language, we should feel more its power 
and its applicability.

Every man is conscious of a law, and is also conscious of a failure 
to obey that law ; what he needs, is to trust to the mercy of God 
revealed through Christ Jesus ; and when he surrenders to him his 
heart and soul, he feels that the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has de
livered him from the law of sin and death.

Here arc the conditions. In the first place, this, you see. is an in
ward power ; it is the spirit of life in Christ Jesus that makes us free 
from the law of sin and death. It is not an outward act ; and man 
does not come into relations with God, in a Christian sense, who be
gins simply a reformation ; who begins to lop off some bad habit. 
Who has been a drunkard, for instance, and who undertakes to be
come a sober man. It is easier to turn from evil in the whole, than 
by sections. Tbe only way in which wc can utterly lop off all bad

habits is to have the spirit of life within us. Everything we do, we 
do as an entirety ; we do it with the whole man ; your right band 
does not sin, and your left hand retrain innocent of it; your lips 
do not sin, and your heart remain pure; therefore, when you turn 
away from sin there must be a spirit within you that shall purify and 
sanctify your hearts, lips, and hands—a secret and invisible force. 
This is the law of nature. Out of some secret, invisible life the 
grass grows, the streams run, the stars shine, the great world blos
soms and man lives. A secret and invisible spiritual life impels all 
true outward action and true Christian development.

Here is a fact which we should admit, though it may be sometim £ 
involved with false and morbid conceptions—the whole man will change, 
very likely at once. We say that men can not be made perfect at once, 
and that is very true; but the whole man may be changed at once. 
Wc must acknowledge that there is this capacity in man. whatever 
criticism we may have to pass upon revival movements. God works 
in various ways; sometimes be may work in the whirlwind or the storm, 
or he works in the sunshine. I do not feel that I am obliged to go with 
the drift of the current in all exciting movements, if I feel that God 
will visit me by the calm and silent influences of his Spirit. There are 
whole denominations of Christians that are wrought upon only by tbe 
ordinary, silent operations of God ; and will you call them col^UflAT.' 
B^w/ff'youfonTh^oT&Y fia^ in those who are 
moved only by great excitennnt ?

There is this truth in the matter—the whole man may be changed 
at once. You cannot tell the power of a single thought. O there is 
the wonder of man. and no other being but man has this power of sud
den turning, of resolution and inward change. A thought of home 
made the prodigal son a penitent; a thought of freedom makes tbe 
weak man mighty; the peril of a child may impel an obscure man to 
leap into the flames and pluck it out, and by that heroic act be has be
come a hero, nnd is a changed man.

Oh, the power of a single thought! It is an inward power ; Ujis 
a spirit, and not a mere outward act or inode of performance.

Again, the power to which the Apostle alludes here is positive 
power—‘’The spirit of life in Christ Jesus.”

Now freedom is not mere deliverance from power or restraint. A 
great many have this crude idea : We are free, and therefore we can 
do as we please. The Apostle guards against this in his epistle, writ
ing to his brethren net to make liberty a cloak for licentiousness. 
Freedom is a positive power, a tendency to the right way—it is not a 
mere deliverance from bondage or penalty.

How often do you see a young man boasting of his freedom, and 
getting shamefully drunk as an expression of this freedom ? He is 
free to make a brute of himself, and free to become a nuisance to the 
community, but refusing to take any moral stand and make any 
strong resolution that will truly render him free. How often do you 
see a nation boasting of its freedom—upon parchment ? how often do 
you see a nation which holds up the stars aud stripes as a signal of 
universal liberty, and keeps them fluttering to the music of the 
chains below—proclaiming liberty by the mouth of Fourth-of July 
cannon, and emphasizing it with whip-marks of blue and crimson ?

What is the idea of freedom ? Not mere deliverance from restraint. 
We have thejglorious freedom to level down, and we have the mean
ness not to dare to level up. That is not freedom. Despotism in th j 
individual, is one man doing as he pleases with millions of people; 
and the despotic of nations, is a nation doing as it pleases, w ithout 
any regard to right or wrong. Freedom is a positive development— 
it is a spirit of life.

Finally, this inward condition is a voluntary state. We are made 
free by the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Our will is gladly 
surrendered to him—has become one with him. This is the condi
tion of all the spiritual life. God requires that we love and trust him 
freely, spontaneously. of our own will. Indeed, love is possible upon 
no other terms. God does not say. *‘I command you to love me.” 
I do not believe that love can be forced into existence, even by the 
prospect of penal fire. Love can never be forced into existence.

Try it yourself. Let a father say to his son, “ Love me, or I will 
whip you within an inch of your life.” How much will that son 
love him ? But let him do a father’s work, let him live a father's 
life, and show a father’s tenderness, and the son can not help loving 
him, any more than you can help a stone’s coming to earth by the 
force of attraction.

That is the only way in which God works upon our will—it is by 
attraction, by the revelation of his goodness through Jesus Christ, 
that touches our affections and becomes the spring of all lift1 within 
us. The affections constitute the primal and fon tai life of man. 
“ Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also,” and if your 
treasure is in the richness and goodness of God. yuur heart will be 
there. Christianity is not tbe state of deliverance from a penalty, 
though men sometimes seem to think. How can we praise God enough 
for delivering us from everlasting punishment ’. and their thanksgiv
ing is a shiver with terror at the evil from which they haw escaped. 
Christianity is a deliverance from a slate of sin itself, li all we care 
for is the deliverance from the penalty, why do not some ask the 
question, as Paul suggested, “ If grace abound, why not continue in 
sin, go on sinning? the more you sin, the more God s grace will 
abound.” What is Paul’s answer * “ Know ye not that ye are dead to 
sin ?” No man ever rose to a state of grace, and to that condition 
which Paul speaks of as having •• the spirit of Hie in Christ Jesus,” 
who was not dead to sin. Not that he could not sin, but that he did 
not make sin the object of his affection*. AU do sin, and all will sin, 
so long as we have this poor, weak human nature ; but a mnn has 
grasped a wry crude idea of Christian life, who rejoices that he has 
been saved from (be penalty of sin, rather than from sin itself.

It is n voluntary stale, in which we are dead to sin but alive to 
Christ. Thus you see what is the inward and voluntary force by 
which man attains the highest state of his being. It is the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus which mnketh us free from the law of mi and 
death. This subject is no abstraction, no mere question of primitive 
times; it is not Paul writing a letter to a little Christian community 
at Rome. BV are in this consciousness of sin. and it is imjHntant that 
we be delivered—not from all chance of sin, fur while we are in the 
flesh we shall sin : not from all inq^rfections ; but that we may be 
delivered from nil low uf sin and that we may be brought to a life of 
communion with God--what we want is thL ! We need deliverance 
from sin. Cast yourself upon the divine mercy, and y >u will experi
ence the spirit of life in Christ Jesus our Lord. To you. tu me. to all 
of us, these words of the A|x>stle come : God grant that to you. to 
me and to nil of us the experiences of the Apostle may be a personal 
reality !
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THE REVIVAL IN IRELAND.
Within tbe last five or six months, a most extraordinary 

IrcLTnT^fu^^^ has ^ecn *n Pr0£ress *u the north of , .^-.— _ ^--------- -- _ r. .-^_-— _ , ,
pouring of spiritual influences that we deem it a fit matter of 
notation in these columns, with such reflections as may serve 
to elucidate its significance, and if possible to exhibit a pro
minent and common law which governs this and all similar 
phenomena.

As all printed accounts concur in showing, tbe origin of this 
work was not in any preconcerted action on tbe part of tbe 
clergy or other influential persons in the churches, but it com
menced with a few obscure laymen scattered here and there, 
and was at first confined for the most part to private bouses. 
These persons prayed, in private, and in their little, obscure 
public assemblages, for an out-pouring of the Spirit upon the 
churches, and a general refreshing. For a time their heart
yearnings seemed to meet with no response, but they perse
vered, until finally a spirit of deep religious interest and zeal 
seemed to fall simultaneously upon several of the churches, 
and the revival fairly began.

Like the great religious awakening in this country in 1857 
and 1858, this was characterized in a very marked degree, not 
only by tbe absence of clerical machination, but by the oblite
ration of sectarian distinctions, and tbe union of all denom
inations, both ministers and laity, in tbe great work. Minis
ters of tbe Church of England, who a few months previously, 
would not have condescended to join iu worship with dissenters, 
now freely co-operated with Presbyterians, Methodists and 
Baptists. A Bishop of the Established Church presided at 
one of the large and united meetings, and in bis address ut
tered sentiments of the broadest Christian charity for all. 
Asperities, jealousies and unkindly feelings were done away, 
and in their stead an uncommon mutual love pervaded all 
classes. This is a feature of tbe affair which certainly must 
be regarded in a favorable light by all true lovers of their 
race, even though other developments of it should be looked 
upon as mere ebullitions of fanaticism.

The psychological and spiritual phenomena manifested were 
sometimes of an extraordinary character. Not only at the 
public meetings (which are described as being generally’ free 
from, rant and undue excitement), but at private houses, 
and even in the streets and fields, persons previously indiffer
ent would sometimes be suddenly siezed with the intensest 
mental agonies, would fall and lie fur hours iu a speechless 
and trance-like state, alternately expressing in their counte
nances tbe varying emotions of despair and joy, and would 
finally awake with shouts and songs of joy at having been de
livered from impending perdition. Tbe following vivid de
scription of some of these phenomena (which tbe writer says 
are but examples of common occurrence) we extract from a 
sketch of the history of the revival furnished by a Dublin 
correspondent, to the New York Chronicle:

*’ In the vestry room/says a spectator/' we beheld a scene which it 
would be impossible to forget, and equally impossible to describe. The 
apartment was filled with persons of both sexes, who had been borne 
from the church under the most excruciating agonies of strong convic
tion ; some of them in a fainting state, some prostrate and moaning 
heavily,some shuddering in every muscle from mental excitement, which 
they found it impossible to restrain, some calling on the name of tho 
Lord Jesus, some ejaculating prayers for grace and faith, and others 
crying aloud in frenzied supplication for Heaven's mercy. In one cor
ner of the room we observed a gray-lieaded old man trembling in every 
limb, and regardless of all around him, fervently and audibly imploring 
God to pardon his manifold transgressions for the K’decmer s sake. A 
buy some fourteen wars of age was writhing in fearful agony on the 
floor, calling imv:>antlv fur mercy and for deliverance from the cxi>ected

torments of an anticipated hell • 0 Saviour of sinners,* he exclaimed.
4 deliver me from the horrible pit 1 0 Jesus of Nazareth, set my feet
upon the rock!’

“ In another part of the room a young man was reclining, in a state 
of stupor, in the arms of a more aged supporter, who was earnestly la
boring to tranquillize his mind with words of Gospel consolation?'

Take another example:
“ In one of these circles we noticed a case of terrible severity—one in 

which visions of unspeakable horror must have been pictured to the 
imagination of the unhappy sufferer. A young woman lay extended at 
full length, her eyes closed, her hands clasped and elevated, and her body 
curved in a spasm so violent that it appeared to rest, arch-like, upon her 
heels and the back portion of her head. In that position she lay, with
out speech or motion, for several minutes. Suddenly she uttered a ter
rific scream, and tore handfuls of hair from her uncovered head. Ex
tending her open bands in a repelling attitude of the most appalling ter
ror. she exclaimed :4 0 that fearful pit I Lord Jesus, save me 1 I am 
a sinner, a most unworthy sinner, but 0 Lord, take him away I take 
him away! O Uhrist, come quickly I O Saviour of sinners, remove 
him from my sight!’ During this paroxysm three men were hardly able 
to hold her. She extended her arms on cither side, clutching spasmod
ically at the grass, shuddering with terror, and shrieking from some fan
ciful inward visions?-'

The following is another. I t is narrated by Dr. Carson, a medical 
|^in of some eminence, a calm. Christian, philosophical man. the son of

“A poor child about seven or eight years of age came lo my huu>c 
one night at a late hour, and asked to sec Mrs. C.. who had gone to 
her bed-room. The interview was readily granted. The child became 
affected. Iler imploring and heart-rending cries for mercy—for she 
said she was a sinner on the brink of hell—were so absolutely distress
ing that I had to leave the house for a time, as I could not bear to lis
ten to the melancholy tones of her infant voice. The expression of deep 
despair and sincerity on her countenance could not be imitated by Iho 
best actor I ever saw ou the stage. It was a dreadful scene. In a few 
hours the poor child got the most perfect relief, and her countenance 
appeared almost superhuman with delight. She began to pray, and her 
prayer would have melted the heart of a rock. It\vas so powerful, so 
fluent, so accurate, so intense, and so full of thought, that it almost looked 
like an inspiration in a child so young. 1 am sure the scene will never 
leave the eyes uf those who witnessed it.”

A writer in the London Patriot savs:
11Most of the persons who have been ’struck? that I have seen, ap

peared as if they were iu a placid mesmeric sleep; but one, a fine, ro
bust young woman, was apparently in great mental agony for a con
siderable time, with intervals of rest, during which her countenance 
lighted up as if she were beholding some beautiful vision, and she kept 
stretching out her arms as if in wrapt communication with some invisi
ble being.”

From the time tbe revival could be pronounced fairly begun, 
it spread like wildfire from town to town and from city to city, 
until it had extended over all tho northern part of Ireland, and 
to some parts of Wales and Scotland, and at the last accounts 
it was still spreading. Wherever it made its appearance, its 
presence was characterized by a deep sense of an overbrooding 
and unseen influence, impressing tbe minds of the people to for
sake, if need be, all other things, and attend to tbe affairs of 
their souls. The churches and other places of worship would, 
therefore, often be thronged even at the hours ordinarily appro
priated to secular business; and on one occasion it was esti
mated that there were from thirty to forty thousand persons 
assembled for worship in the Botanic Gardens at Belfast.

The practical effects of this outpouring are stated to have 
been of a highly satisfactory character. Not only did tbe spirit 
of sectarian partisanship everywhere recede, before it, giving 
place to the most genial mutual charity and love, but public 
vice of all kinds appeared to feel its rebuking power, and was 
in an obvious degree superseded by a better state of order and 
morals. Rum shops were closed, tipplers became sober, blas
phemers ceased from their oaths and imprecations, liceneious 
persons became pure, and abandoned prostitutes were reclaimed 
to the paths of virtue.

Such are the general facts as represented in the reports that 
have from time to time been published. Certain physical and 
mental features that are prominent in this phenomenon, leave 
no doubt in our minds that it is a tremendous and widely ex
tended spiritual manifestation in tome sense of that term. The 
physical convulsions that seized upon the limbs of the subjects, 
the trances in which they fell, the “ placid mesmeric sleep” to 
which their states while entranced were compared, tbe visions 
which they appeared to have, their apparent struggling with in
visible and malign influences, and their gestures and expressions 
of countenance as if subsequently visited, delivered aud com
forted by kind angels—all these phenomena are exactly similar 
to many which have been unmistakably traced to a spiritual
source, especially within tho last ten years, and which, in some | $.n^. ru^ for ^
of their forms, arc still of almost daily occurrence at the circles
of Spiritualists and so-called mediums. There is no doubt, 
therefore, of a veritable, spiritual reality in these things, and 
ince the results appear to have been on the whole good, we do 
not feel authorized to doubt that it is a divine reality; but

there are certain considerations connected with the affair which 
may be instructive to all parties, if properly understood, and 
we take this occasion, therefore, to make the following sugges
tions :

It is a law well established by modern spiritual dt mon-tra
tions, that a manifestation of spiritual power and intelligence 
will always be characterized, in some degree, by the menial 
peculiarities of the medium through which it is given ; nd this 
is so whether the medium is an individual or the general sphere 
of a circle, of a congregation, of a neighborhood, or of a whole 
community. We see in this principle an explanation of the 
fact that this Irish revival, as has been the case, so far as we 
know, with all similar spiritual outpourings as affecting maAes 
of people, was exactly responsive, in its main phenomena, to 
tbe mental states and proclivities of tbe people to which it 
came. The people in that country are all staunch believers in 
certain cardinal dogmas of theology—have all been trained to 
fear hell—not as a condition of suffering which they necessarily 
bring upon themselves in consequence of a life of evil, hat as 
Hie award of *L« retributive justice of a Being who is alleged 
to be anyry with them, in the gross and literal sens, of that 
term. Supposing this impression to be wrong, it w<»ubi have 
been impossible, according to this general spiritual law, fur it
to have baen corrected, at least to a very great extent, b\ Jt ct
influx from the other world, seeing that that influx would be 
immediately absorbed and diluted by an over-mastering sphere 
of general mentality in the community. There could m hcu, by 
the descent of such a power, only be a general quickening and 
excitation of those germs of thought and emotion thn* were 
already in tbe minds of the people, aud in their outward mani
festation the prevailing religious belief of the countrv would 
necessarily be represented. But had the inhabitants of that 
country been generally Universalists or Quakers, or Sv? Jea- 
borgians, although an influence equally powerful may have been 
poured out upon them, its external manifestations would have 
been entirely different, and always, in some marked degree, 
characteristic of the religious faith of its recipients.

We speak not merely the language of theory, and without 
tbe support of facts. People of the most widely different 
phases of religious belief have been subject to equally power
ful spiritual influences, whose manifestations have invariably 
accorded with their respective creeds. We might cite numer
ous illustrative examples, but wc leave these, for the present, 
with those who are familiar with the spiritual history of th?
past, aud to whom such examples will not fail 
abundance. We wish, now, simply to elicit the j

First : A descent of spiritual influence, in how 
a manner, upon any class of people, and bow? ver 
tations may seemingly assent to the theolog/11

to occur in
K; >iHi - •

A ; t Vhcd 
its di-v i

that people, does not necessarily prove those opinio^ u; Lc 
correct. Hence.

Secondly: The known and demonstrable errors M a *y per
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experienced at any time, the sensible operation .. spirDDl d 
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sanction should after all be nothing more than our cad preju
dices or predisposition* quickened into life by a / h'Pul 
stimulus which, owing to our perverseness, or th* imp- rf ctim 
of our moral and intellectual receptivity, is inu.ipabh ui t ; ?b 
ing us anything definitely and corn etly.

Finally, whatever good and truth may have been pr.*:- c ?y 
engermed in the prevailing rvlicious opinions of t' *-■ *”L ru
Irish people, these have no doubt but ' i-nw ?-/) 

and some pt»/h\e mor 
u f cm. of which they 
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by this spiritual outpouring, 
have doubtless been added f 
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DIRECT WRITINGS BY SPIRITS.
In numerous instances, and in the presence of different me

diums, in different parts of this country, writings have been pro
duced by Spirits without moving the medium's hand, or using 
any visible or mundane agency for their production. Some
times these writings would be executed on paper inclosed in a 
trunk or a drawer, or held closely against the under side of a 
table so as not to admit of the movement of a pen or pencil be
tween it and the table; and in one instance Dr. Edward Fow
ler, of this city, actually saw several apparitions writing in dif
ferent languages unknown to himself, of which writings not only 
fac similes but the originals are preserved to this day. This 
phenomenon has, in various forms, occurred in France within 
the last two or three years, and we learn that a volume has 
been produced consisting of communications made in this way 
through the mediumship of Baron Guldenstubbd and his sister. 
Two exemplifications of this kind of phenomena have recently 
occurred in Paris, as witnessed by P. F. Mathieu (formerly a 
pharmaceutist of the armies), in the presence of Mlle. Huet. 
Mons. Mathieu has given a detailed account of the affair in a 
recent number of the fetw Spiritualise (tome 2d; Ge livrai- 
son), from which we translate.

Mons. 'Mathieu addresses his communication to the members 
of the Academy of Sciences, and after some introductory' re
marks, in which he rallies them on their late very laughable at
tempt to explain the Spirit rappings by referring them to the 
snapping of certain muscles of the medium, he proceeds to the 
statement as follows :

The first case happened on the 13th of June last, on Whit
sunday. About 2 o’clock in the afternoon, I entered the 
church Notre-Dame-des-Ticloire^ place des Pelits-Peres, in 
Paris, having on my arm Mdlle. Huet, and in my portfolio a 
sheet of letter-paper folded in four. * * * Having entered 
the church, we separated. Mdlle. Huet took the holy water 
to sign herself, and went and sat at the base of the nave, to 
the right, and near a chapel dedicated to St. Joseph. Pres
ently I seated myself on a chair behind her. I then took from 
my portfolio the sheet of letter-paper folded in four, of which 
I have spoken. I had taken it that morning, among several 
others, from my bureau (I am a bureaucrate). It had on it 
a printed head—that of the administration to which I belong. 
I am very certain that it had not previously received a clan
destine preparation. * * * I passed it to Mdlle. Huet, who 
placed it immediately, still folded in four, on a step of the 
chapel. Leaning a little to the right, she hold the ends of her 
fingers upon the sheet for about a minute, her glove remaining 
on her hand, while she recited a short prayer of which the 
Spu’it, a few days previously, had written out the form by her 
Land. That done, she withdrew the letter and returned it to 
me. I hastened to open it, not without some anxiety, and 
what was not my stupefaction in perceiving the word “ foC 
(faith) traced as with a pencil on one of the inner leaves ! * *

I requested Mlle. Huet to have the kindness to repeat the 
experiment; she consented, and replaced the sheet of paper, 
readjusted in its folds by myself, on the step of tbe chapel, 
where she held it again for some instants. Soon with a re
newed ardor, a renewed anxiety, and I will add, a new stupe
faction, I unfolded the sheet, and beheld the word “ DieiC 
(God) traced on another interior leaf of the paper, opposite 
the first. That was still not enough, apparently, for my ardent 
curiosity, for I demanded a third experiment from Mlle. Huet, 
asking her this time to place the sheet simply on her knee, 
which she did. placing her hand upon it. Shortly afterward 
I found the proposition “ en” (in) traced on the exterior of 
the paper, on the side which touched her knee. The letters 
were not so black as those of the preceding words, but they 
were well formed. Unfolding entirely the sheet of paper [so 
as to expose the whole side to view], I saw that the three 
words successively obtained, " foi en Dien” (faith in God) 
were traced at a certain distance the one from the other, as a 
right angle on the second side of tbe fourth page.

The second time was on Wednesday, the 29th of June. 
Mdlle. Huet had obligingly consented to repeat the experiment 
of the 13th of June. Wc went together, near the hour of five 
in the evening, to the Church Notre-Damc-dc-Lorette, and we 
seated ourselves in the base of the nave, to the right, before a 
chapel near the baptismal fonts. I had brought a sheet of let
ter paper similar to the preceding. Things passed in the same 
manner as before, and it is to be understood that I surrounded 
the experiment with the same precautions. As for the result, 
it was a little different. A sign that resembled a cross, then 
the word “ Dievf then the word “ courage ” were successively 
traced (this time again as with a pencil) on different parts of 
the paper. The two words were larger and more vigorously 
written than in the experiments of June 13th. By a curious 
particularity, I discovered at another place a third word, half 
traced in small characters nearly illegible, but which appeared 
to be the same word “ courage,” afterward written so legibly, as 1

if an invisible agent who had not been able to do any better,had ; call has heretofore appeared 
caused himself to be replaced iu his effort by one more capable.

Mons. Mathieu subsequently states that during these seve
ral experiments he did not lose sight, for one instant, either of 
the hand of tbe medium or of the paper.

in our columns, and we need not 
insert it here.

Mrs. Andrew Jackson Davis, as Chairman of the Business 
Committee, reported as follows :

EFFORT or THE Br«!NE» COMMiTTEE
1. The Philanthropic Convention will hold three sessions 

per day. to wit : commencing at half-past 9 o’clock a. k., 2 
o’clock, y. m., and at seven o’clock, evening.

2. Each session to open with music, by the Troy Harmonists, 
to be followed by a speech, limited in time only by tbe discre
tion of the speaker, each initial speaker to be engaged by the 
Business Committee.

3. After tbe delivery of the opening speech, each subsequent 
speaker will be regulated in time by a twenty minutes rule. 
This will give every speaker an opportunity to be heard once, 
or more.

4. If tbe Convention wishes to extend any speaker’s time 
beyond twenty minutes, it may be done through the chairman.

5. In this Convention man’s voice on all questions will be 
counted equal to woman’s.

6. It is proposed to abolish the custom of drafting, and in
sisting upon the adoption of resolutions—instead whereof all 
tbe speakers are requested to crystallize the pith of their lead
ing speech in the form of a resolution, and read it.

7. But all resolutions touching tbe necessary business of the 
Convention, will be offered for action and adoption.

8. All sessions will be perfectly free to the public, except 
the evening sessions, when the small fee of one dime will be 
taken at the door, to cover the expenses of the Convention.

Adopted, unanimously-.
The President then said :
Friends of Progress—I respond to your call as chairman 

of this first Philanthropic Convention of American Reformers, 
but yet not without distrusting my capacity to preside over 
your deliberations with that ability aud dignified bearing that 
some other members of this body might do ; but nevertheless, 
with your forbearance and kind regards, I will accept the po
sition with which you have honored me, and shall expect, and 
no doubt receive, your co-operation in preserving good order, 
which is the first law of God.

With tbe many marked intelligences which I see depicted 
in the countenances of this audience, we have tbe best possible 
guarantee that your deliberations will be characterized with 
that unanimity and harmony which the importance of our posi
tion demands.

We claim to be reformers, and in order that we may be such 
in fact, it is, in my judgment, of the utmost importance that 
all your speeches and remarks be tempered with mildness and 
charity towards those who still adhere to their early erroneous 
teachings.

In order to reform the world, we must take mankind first 
as they are, aud lead them along by tbe tender cords of love 
step by step, just as the child must first learn his A B C’s be
fore he can comprehend the more profound sciences of mathe
matics and astronomy.

If we attempt to inforce the practical working of our re
formatory ideas to fact upon society, faster than they are pre
pared to receive and be benefited by them, there will be a re
action that will defeat for a time tbe operation of the noble and 
elevating principles which wc cherish.

That there is vast room and much need of a great reform 
among the inhabitants of the earth, both physically, morally 
and theologically, no one will pretend to deny, and that there 
should be a great diversity of opinions in reference to tbe best 
and most speedy means to be used to accomplish that end, is 
not strange, when we consider the great diversity there is in 
the organism of man, which is the cause of such diversity of 
minds.

But the benefit to be derived from your efforts will undoubt
edly be crowned with the most favorable results, by avoiding 
all extremes, and temper your deliberations with wisdom aud 
forbearance.

With these few remarks allow me to offer a sentiment :
The First Anniversary of the Philanthropic Convention of American 

Reformers, convened in Buffalo. Septcmter 16th. 1859 : May its delibera
tions be so tempered with truth, love and wisdom that ail sects, and the 
universal World of Man. will ever revert to its doings as a polar star to 
lead them onward and upward to a more harmonious and perfect brother
hood.

The Troy Harmonists, consisting of two gentlemen and two 
ladies, then came forward and sang, " Now in smiles we meet 
again," in a very sweet and effective manner.

It was announced by the President that Andrew Jackson 
Davis would deliver the address.

[Owing to the lateness of the hour at which this first install
ment of the Convention report was received, we are unable to 
give more than the extracts from the opinions addressed by 
A. J. Davis, which here follow. After some introductory and 
general remarks, Mr. D. proceeds :]

What is a Free Convention? A Free Convention, Sir. is the 
mouth-piece of human liberty. In the absence of freedom of intelli
gent speech all our other rights are in jeopardy. So long as the 
opponents of any movement designed to affect public interests are

The Significant Finger-
We arc often cheered on by kindly testimonials like the 

following, but we are sometimes grieved to find no attention 
is paid to our pointing finger to “ Time up.” Ou tbe con
trary, in a seemingly indifferent silence, our weekly visits arc 
chilled and discontinued. It seems to us that if our patrons 
could know of our worldly sacrifices, and of our earnest en
deavor to do them and the world good, and to unfold tbe 
blessings which are proffered in this new dispensation, they 
would not withdraw their support and leave us languishing by 
the way side, or to travel on and explore without them the 
new field of observation and thought into which we have en
tered.

Mr.'Partridge : I have received two numbers of your paper on 
which were a few pencil marks. The last, September 10, was cha
racterized by a little hand pointing significantly to "Time up.” 
Well, thought J. let it remain so until November? then I can read 
with more leisure Then, looking at the hand again, it appeared (to 
me) beckoning for help in a good cause. This led to reflection. In 
a moment looming to view, I beheld the sharp shooting editor. Tbe 
Conference, with the crystaline wisdom of Hallock, the flint hammer 
of Gould, and many others in that, to me, interesting department, 
whose company I have learned to prize most dearly—to go on with
out them two months is more sacrifice than can well be afforded. So 
here is another dollar. Please send the first number of September, 
etc. —_ n’ c*G’

Free Conventions.
It seems to be pretty strongly indicated that there are mighty 

thoughts pent up under the frowns of priestcraft, State craft, 
and policy craft, which can not be held in much longer. These 
thoughts are considered heretical by popular conservatism, aud 
hence Free Conventions are demanded through which to give 
them expression. The consequence is, the large minds and small 
minds, the one-idea minds and the comprehensive minds, come 
together to relieve themselves of their burden of thought at 
Free Conventions. Hence we may expect that some crude and 
some grand thoughts will be uttered. From the nature of tbe 
case, it may be expected that the tone of such conventions will 
be aggressive, reformatory, and revolutionary. This will at 
least have an influence to make others think, and will be one of 
the means by which human progress will be accelerated. There 
is generally enough in such conventions to furnish subjects to 
those disposed to ridicule and turn the whole to evil account: 
but the sterner integrity and truer philanthropy in humanity 
will take a more philosophical view of them. The broader 
minds, aud the more earnest for reform, will see with pleasure 
this yearning for truth and progress, and will gladly cast the 
mantle of charity over imperfections and errors ever connected 
even with such magnificent endeavors.

THE PHILANTHROPIC CONVENTION.
The Convention was called to order at twenty minutes after 

ten o'clock this morning, 16th inst., by Andrew Jackson Davis. 
He said, as Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, ap
pointed at Utica, he called the Convention to order, and nomi
nated Nelson W. Clark, of Clarksville, Mich., as President of 
the Convention. Mr. Clark took the Chair.

Mr. Giles B. Stebbins, of Ann Arbor, Mich., was nominated 
and elected as Secretary. Mrs. A. J. Davis nominated Mrs. 
Bond, of Lockport, as Assistant Secretary. Carried.

Mr. Lyman Curtis, of Utica, was nominated as Treasurer. 
Carried.

Mr. C. 0. Poole nominated a Business Committee, and named 
Andrew Jackson Davis, Mrs. 11. T. Hallock, Mrs. Amy Post, 
of New York, William Denton, Cleveland, O.,E. A. Maynard, 
Buffalo, N. Y. Moved that a committee of three be appointed 
to nominate a Business Committee, and that such committee 
be named by the Chair. Carried.

The Chair appointed as such committee C. 0. Poole, Ste
phen S. Foster, Mrs. IL T. Hallock.

The committee then retired to nominate a Business Com
mittee. Returned, and announced the names of Mrs. Mary L. 
Davis as Chairman, C. 0. Poole, Parker Pillsbury, Mrs. R. T. 
Hallock, aud William Denton, as the Business Committee, 
The names were submitted to the Convention, and accepted 
unanimously.

The President then read the call of the Convention. This
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obliged to listen to its advocacy in silence, so long will error, injus
tice, and dogmatism reign triumphant over the destinies of the Anglo- 
Saxon race. Paul, the tent-muKer. and apostle to the Gentiles, said, 
* Let your women keep silence in the churches.” Behold the thous
ands of good mothers who, more intelligent than Paul touching wo
man's nature*, yet obey his dogmatic injunction! Where is the in
dependence of these women? Are they fit to be the mothers of An- 
glo-Saxon children ? Priests may leach the total defilement of baby's 
hearts—the integral depravity aud eternal damnation of our darling 
infants yet unsprinkled—but no Christian mother must murmur a 
protest against the horrible theory. The New York legislature 
may enact a law to benefit man everywhere, and woman nowhere ; 
but let the oppressed speak out a positive remonstrance, and what 
thee ? She is crucified on the cross of ridicule ; one shaft whereof 
is the pulpit, the other the press. Her pious sisters affect to blush 
at such awful symptoms of “ strong-mindedness.’’ And the minister

• shudders all through his masculine constitution when reading the ac
count in his '• respectaWe paper.”

But. Sir, do you suppose that any true lover of moral right will 
submit in pusillanimous silence? Ii is spiritually impossible so long 
as there is a God living in the life of man! The oppressed seek to 
speak to the congregation. But the policeman or sexton carry the 
o&mders beyond the walls of the church. They next write an ar
ticle of remonstrance and explanation for the popular journal which 
everybody reads. But the editor, whose wife and daughters attend 
the best place of public worship, refuses to print it. The opposition 
paper accepts, however ; but who reads it? Only those who “earn 
their bread by the sweat of their brow”—the “democracy” of the 
country in the true sense of that much misused term—the dirty and 
sprawling ‘‘roots” of the great proud social tree—the unwashed and 
bad-smelling “ feet” of the body politic and spiritual. Who cares 
for “the mud sills” of proud aristocracy? The editor of the best 
paper don’t; neither does the priest, nor the enthroned politician. 
“‘The poor heard him gladly!” They read with honest indignation. 
'The consuming fire of Reform is kindled on the altar of many a heart. 
The instinct of Progress is touched. Every true and right minded 
man feels the supremacy of mind over the might of money. Of 
vthis the peaceful development of the Anglo Saxon family is a demon
stration. 'rhe triumphant reign of righteousness is longed for on 
earth. Tho invisible hosts of heavenly spheres stimulate the long- 
Jog, and drop coals office to burn up the works of injustice and cr- 
rar. A Government administering impartial liberty, and capable of 
dispensing equal happiness, is the ideal burden of every infidel s as- 
pindion.

And what next? The pious Pilate and the legal Herod—the 
■Church aud the State—combine against the aggressive march of 
Humanity. The mental war is declared. Austrians and Bonapart- 

•isIa, in pulpits and behind the press, cripple and deceive the pro
gressives. What follows this discovery ? A Free Convention is 
called, not of leaders in established orders, as at Zurich, but of the 
Kossuths, the Mazzinis, the Garibaldis in the army of Progress. 
They suy that right doing pre-supposes right knowing and right 
feeling. They investigate the cause and cure of Selfishness. Intem- 
perauce, Slavery of all kinds, and War. The history of humanity 
is seen to be a history of legalized injustice and of ecclesiastical 
oppression. The Conventionists wax warm in the contemplation of 
evils so monstrous. They have been shut out of pulpits, but the 
masculine monopolizers of them are invited to take part in our de
liberations. The mandates of unlimited freedom and progress issue 
from the earnest speakers. They impeach and arraign the doctrines 
aud defenders of the Bible as fearlessly as Jesus denounced the su
perstitions and disciples of ancient Judaism. Different minds and 
temperaments, with different feelings and imperfect opinions, will 
demonstrate differently from the platform. The incidental tumult is 
sometimes painful, 1 confess, but. Sir. it is natural and magnani
mously honest. Hearing only the discord, which is many times 
wholly external, the impatient and ungenerous spectator turns away, 
and reviles as he walks.

1 am explaining, Sir—giving the philosophy and utility of Free 
Conventions. Truth, fact, eloquence, reason, irradiate from the 
summit of these gatherings. The speakers Hash the fire of 
truth into the secret places ot error and injustice Many per- 
gons get their first sentiments of liberty at a Convention for Anti
Slavery. Martin Luther was a Free Conventionist. By the light
ning of his protest the people made the discovery that human reason 
was answerable, not to priests, but that priests are answerable to 
human reason. The New York Tribune, would regret this, no 
doubt, since it publishes the sermon for Gerrit Smith only under the 
•contemptuous caption of “Advertisement.” The Covenanters of 
Scotland, the Huguenots of France, the Puritans of England, George 
Fox, Calvin, Luther, Jesus, Anaxagoras, Socrates, all these were 
Free Conventionists, but they stiffened and grew dogmatic under the 
pressure of repressive powers emanating from the privileged classes.

* * * * * * *
I am aware, Sir, that there are good men and good women who be

hove from the bottom of their hearts that the Church system is the 
most philanthropic and important to mankind. Let me employ a few 
figures in this connection, in order to reveal the fatal mistake of those 
ao believing. According to the census of 1855 it appears that the 
amount of church property in the State of New York is $31.480,000. 
Ministers’ salaries amount to $2,100,000 per annum.^ Interest on the 
church property per year, at 7 nor cent., would increase the annual 
expense of four million six hundred thousand dollars, all to preach the 
gosjad of bigotry and superstition, with nowand then a word from the 
teachings of “ the meek and lowly.” The American Bible Society 
has expended $5,000,000 in the short period of two and thirty years. ( 
Its receipts in one year amounted to four hundred thousand dollars! 
And these dollars are gatherings, not of rich men, but of those who 
earn their bread by the sweat of their brow.”

it is estimated that if the Bibles circulated by the American Bible 
Society were spread out on a plane surface and computed by square 
measure, they would extend more than eighty miles : by solid or 
cubic measure they would make more than I5li solid cords; and 
Uu*sc cords, if piled one upon another, would reach higher than the 
ppire of Trinity Church in New York, and higher than the Falls of 
Niagara. The entire issue of the thirty-seven years, (the age of the 
Society,) would cover more than forty acres of good land with bibles

and testaments ! And these expensive publications do cover more 
than forty acres of aching hearts, and with the 30.000 ministers and 
500 commentaries pik'd on, the whole weight is five hundred thousand 
times heavier than the Car of Juggernaut. But none of these 
churches are open to the Anti-Slavery or Temperance lecturers, un
less such lecturers are first ascertained to be sound in the cardinal 
points of dismal orthodoxy ! And yet scarcely one of these expensive 
edifices is used more than one-seventh of the time.

Again, Sir. look at the American Tract Society. Tn one year it 
distributed 3.334.920 tracts in Boston, at a cost of $7 9 983 46. In 
the same year the New York Society expended nearly $1.000.000 for 
home and foreign purposes. Its distributed tracts in English, French, 
German, Dutch, Danish, Swedish. Norwegian. Italian. Hungarian, 
and Welsh—“and it did not print one single line, nor whisper a 
single word against the great national sin of slavery!” And there 
arc Christians who profess themselves religious, who take the Lord’s 
supper in the name of Christ and God, and who own their fellow-men 
as slaves and property. There are, it is estimated. 80.000 slaves 
owned by Presbyterians, 225.000 by Baptists, and 250.000 more by 
Methodists—in all 000,000 sons of God owned and worked in slavery, 
by men who oppose Free Conventions, and who proclaim loudly for 
the gospel of the meek and lowly !

Now, Sir. what might be accomplished for the suffering Humanity 
with these millions u on millions of hard-earned dollars. I will not 
stop to consider. What splendid school-houses; what spacious nnd 
elegant temples dedicated to science and truth ; what gorgeous crys
tal palaces of mechanics and art; what complete public libraries ; 
what wise and beautiful homes for the vagrant poor: what salaries 
paid to efficient and harmonious teachers of the young ; what con
venient and healthful plans of inevitable amusement; what curative 
asylums for the deaf, dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, idle from disease, 
and the drunkard ! What publication houses we might have for 
books and papers on Science, Art and Religion ! * * *

But, Sir. the day of Free Conventions has dawned We rebel, 
and proclaim our rebellion. “If that be treason make the most of 
it.” Reformers are God’s unsalaried vicegerents: the'noisy, but 
necessary heralds of “ better times for humanity.” They nre progres
sive like the school of Socrates, and aggressive like the first apostles 
of the meek and lowly. Science, Art, Theology, Religion. Spiritu
ality, have received, as they will receive, fresh fire from the inspira
tions of agitators and so-called infidels. Free speech conventions are 
the thunder and lightning- -social volcanos inevitable to Democratic 
and Anglo-Saxon countries—-by which the stagnant atmosphere of 
mind is agitated and purified. Where the cloud of ignorance is the 
heaviest, there will Heaven’s angelic fire focalize and burn, and there 
will the storm be most prolonged and appalling to the timid. 
Wherever priestcraft and statecraft are biggest and most inhuman. 
(here will the angels of Heaven become the allies of earth’s true Re
formers, and from them will bc discharged the heaviest moral ar
tillery.

In conclusion Mr. President, let me urge the conviction of my soul 
that a Free Convention is a Divine Providence in the order of pro
gress. Without rebellion there is no improvement. Judaism is au 
advance on Polytheism, Christianity upon Judaism. Protestantism 
upon Romanism, and Protestantism is the broad way to all progress 
and unlimited development. The people have blindly followed the 
beck of priests for ages ; but a Free Convention symbols forth the 
day, red and blushing with fruit, when priests shall follow’ “ the peo
ple !” Hitherto religion has led and embarrassed both art and science ; 
but science and art, the children of wisdom, shall ere long lead and 
exalt religion. Good men and good women, therefore, who oppose 
conventions and reforms, should think reasonably of the thousands 
of good men and good women who attend and defend them ; for at 
heart all the races and families of mankind are “ eternal friends.*’ 
stimulated by the same necessities, full of like hopes, of fellow sym
pathy, love of truth, spirituality, immortality, and all are heirs of 
e q u a 1 p r og res s. ________________________

THE PHILOSOPHY OF EATING.
In 1844. a French soldier was forced to quit the service because he 

could not overcome his violent repugnance and disgust towards animal 
food. Dr. Prout knew a person on w hom mutton acted as poison. “ He 
could not cat mutton in any form. The peculiarity was supposed to be 
owing to caprice, but the mutton was repeatedly disguised, and given 
to him unknown, but uniformly with the same result of producing vio
lent vomiting and diarrhoea. And from the severity of the effects, 
which were, in fact, those of a virulent poison, there can be little doubt 
that if the use of mutton had been persisted in, it would soon have des
troyed the life of the individual.*’ Dr. Pereira, who quotes this passage, 
adds : “ I know a gentleman who has repeatedly had an attack of in
digestion after the use of roast mutton.*’ Some persons, it is known, 
cannot take coffee without vomiting ; others are thrown into a general 
inflammation, if they eat cherries or gooseberries. Hahn relates of 
himself that seven or eight strawberries would produce convulsions in 
him. Tissot says, he could never swallow’ sugar without vomiting. 
Many persons are unable to eat eggs; and cakes or puddings, having 
eggs in their composition, produce serious disturbances in such persons, 
if thev are induced to eat them under false assurances.

We add to the above, that we know’ a lady on whom a teaspoonful 
of boiled rice, or rice cooked in any form, will operate in about three 
minutes, more powerfully than any medicine known: producing symp
toms of collapsed state of cholera.

Mrs. E. J. French, Recovered.
The numerous friends wno called professionally upon Mrs. French 

during her severe and protracted illness, will be glad to learn that 
she basso far recovered as to resume her practice. All morbid con
ditions of the human organism delineated and prescribed for. Her 
friends nnd the public generally nre invited to call as heretofore, at 
her residence, 8 Fourth-avenue, N. Y., near the Cooper Institute.

Dr. Lcewendahl’s Tour West,
Dr. Lo wendnhl, the well known magnetic physician (formerly of 

Brooklyn), whose healing powers are acknowledged to be wonderful, 
i" making a tour West. He will be in Ypsilanti from 20th to “Oth 
Sept. ; Ann Arbor. 1st to loth Oct. ; Battle (’reek. 16th to 30th Oct. ; 
Chicago. 1st to 14th Nov. ; Springfield, loth to 30th Nov. ; and in 
St. Louis from 1st to 15th Dee. His Post-office address during that 
time will bu care of Mr. H M. Higgins, 15 Lake-street, Chicago. Ill

[The Evening Sermons of Kev Hkkkt Ward Bm bee are r^rtw’ ^^ P^bH hed in 
the Tklsgbafh and }*ksa<vbb every lueaday bAtt ibe Sunday of their delivery ]

REV. H. W. BEECHER’S DISCOURSE.
DKijvKRm at nimncrM Crcru. huoaxirw, Svxday Fvcnw;, Skft 1R 1^59

■‘After th ui manner pray ye: -our Father which art in haar^n ’ Matthtw S 
part of 9th verse.

This is the key-not* of prayer. When one has said • Father to 
God, he has entered upon that new realm which the Gospel has di*- 
covered to earth. There is a cry of want—there is a culprit’s plead
ing. and the cowering attitude of weak oom. and deprecating divine 
wrath—none of these are prayer. Prayer b a child's other, and can 
be performed only with a child's feeling: it is a filial offering, and 
toward a father, and whatever in the spirit of love and a- children 
we desire to present to God. that is prayer. It is a paternal listening 
and a filial pleading that constitutes it on both m-Ivs, the divine and 
the human. On the one side is benignity, love, sympathy and grace 
to help; on the other side, a confiding trust, a yearning bae, a 
child's rest in a father's pity and goodness— tbv-e arc eh m-Ms. 
There are some things clear enough while they are left simply as 
facts or impulses, but which become obscure the moment you apply 
an intellectual analysis to them—a prayer is one of those; nothing 
seems simpler, or more natural, or more necessary--and jet how 
many are there who pa«s from childhood to mature age, who don’t 
come to that period in which they begin to think, and in which 
thinking does not begin to unsettle their confidence in prayer ’

If you examine from a philosophical stand-point, it is its t with 
difficulties, some of which may be cleared off by a It t'er kn./wb -go 
byand-by, but some of which probably never will be cleared <<:i until 
we stand where we shall know all things. If one follow- the nmb 
of their heart, it seems perfectly natural to pray, for prayer is natu
ral. spontaneous and universal ; there never was a people ignorant of 
it, nor a religion which did not inculcate it. and 1 had almost e l 
there never was a man who did not sometimes feel thr ntui an I J'.- 
sire. It is the nature of the human soul at certain times to lift d-rlf 
up toward something superior, in the attitude of supplication od tre
ceiving. The uncultivated desire express itself in a ru b manner, 
but tlere is good there, though without instruction ; fire, when ..i-t 
kindled, smokes, but even the smoke go.-s upward, and a** tbe sun he 
makes way for the flame, which goes bright and ch ar limbing up
ward to the sky—so prayer is as smoke in low and rude ages and un
cultured natures, but grows purer and flame-like as the Gospel pours 
upon the heart divine instruction ; but even in its lowest forms it 
rises heavenward.

Now if you subject it to the question of analysis and intellect, you 
will do much to limit its freedom, while you will not gain any equiv
alent for what you lose. I do not mean that prayer is a subject w hich 
must not be discussed by the understanding—you may augment its 
sphere, take many difficulties away from it, and add many strength! 
to it; but when you attempt to investigate to the root the nature of 
it, its relation to the divine government, there is an analysis and 
an investigation of it which shall take away almost the liberty itself 
of praying. But it may be said, Are we to pursue a course w Inch can 
not bear investigation ? are we to pray, and yet make no intellectual 
examination of it, as we are informed by our religious teachers this 
would lead us to doubt ? arc we to do that habitually which will not 
bear the examination of man's understanding ? Yes. you are, or else 
you are to go oat of life: for the largest part of th-* things wc do 
are done without a preliminary investigation or understanding, and 
in spite of subsequent investigations, as will appear in the svpnL

If an intellectual analysis were to exhaud the subject ; if onr re
search were able to lift this subject entirely and completely into light, 
and give us rich truths : then certainly apply to it investigation aud 
follow reason : but if we arc able only to investigate tar enough into 
the subject to unseat, and not far enough beyond that to settle again 
on a new basis—if. by an investigation, we only succeed in uodeter- 
mining our feelings without informing our judgnunt. thin such a 
partial investigation it is not wi?e to exercise or follow.

Men do not make the distinction there is betwein following tbe 
truth when it is clearly made out by reason, and following reason 
whether it is based on truth or not. There is a great deal of talk 
about reason in this world, by men of the most unreasonable kind 
There is a great deal of pride, and philosophy, and rant in it. arid 
men wag their heads and talk about abstaining fn-in superstition 
and following town. Now. there never was a w ill-o' the wisp that 
led men into more bogs and quagmire* than mere 5*j*m following 
reason simply ns reason. Thr truth is to br fallowed, and following 
reason is just ns absurd ns to follow any other faculty. The wb<4r of 
human life justifies our following our wishes, out fi l ling*. < ur neces
sities untrammrled. rather tluin to be petrified by phT's '’Tic.d spe
culations, nnd cease’ to pray. For. as I haw said, bv Lu thr largest 
part, by far the best part of human life is thr result E fil ling rather 
than of judgment, and ads ice, and analysis

Can the child tell why it lovis its father and mother, and must 
! the child stop lox ing until it is able to follow its ua*on. und till 

why it docs so? Can the child ti ll why it lows its lather in onr way. 
and its mother in another way: the futhvi out of dooj*. where 
strength is required, and the mother in doors, when it is hurt, vi sick. 

! and nerds love aud sympathy ' I hr child lech it, and follows kxl- 
I ing; and if you question it. it < in not give you a read m. mu can it. 

by any probing, establish its i.mdiKt by an investigation. Aud are 
you prepared to say, the child dors not do better than to follow iu 
reason * There is a reason, but the feeling* have found out the fact 
long before the intellect has found out the reason. Can those who
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follow love not feel the elements of this divine enthusiasm, or shall 
we declare that no man shall be caught up to this transfiguration 
until be is deliberately analyzed, and has come to a deliberate judg
ment upon the reasons for it ? Is this the way of the world, to think 
first, and then love, or to love first, and then find out why ?

Does not many a good business man know that in many of the 
most successful things of his life, his impulses act first? He is shot 
forth like an arrow to thc vtry center of the target of success; the 
reasons lag behind and come after. If you ask him, he shall tell you, 
“ I never follow my first Hash of feeling that I am not right, and 
never in anything do I regret it afterward.” And it is so ; there is 
often a luminous intuition in men’s business instincts that is better 
than the cold deduction of their reason. Every artist, worthy tbe 
name of artist, knows that his intuition is better often than reason ; 
it comes long before it. When the vision comes from which he em
bodies these, in colors or sound, if he be an artist in sound, he can 
not tell. Whence it comes, and whither it goes, he can not tell ; he 
can not tell why he expresses himself by such and such methods or 
mode of working ; he can simply tell that he knows one thing—it is 
always safe to follow wbat is called inspiration ; that is to say, the 
scintillation of a highly excited feeling.

We do not undervalue reason ; but when we come to the nobler 
feelings of our mind, there are rights and prerogatives, God-ordained, 
which are just ns sacred ns any of the prerogatives of reason. Love, 
faith, hope, conscience and reverence, do not disdain reason because 
they refuse to follow it in that sphere in which they themselves are 
their best guide, for every one of these feelings springs up und flies by 
a way that reason never knew. The best things we have found out 
in our lives were those things which we felt first, and thought after
ward ; the best part of our thinking, indeed, is to take the crude 
ore as it is turned out from the emotions, and find out what of gold 
there is enclosed in it. And yet we hear men reasoning as if there 
were nothing else in the mind but reason. Let them so reason who 
choose, but I honor intuition, and think it to be in social life what it 
ought to be in the highest realm of a religious life. We often do 
things which feelings prompt us to do, and which reason is not able 
to interpret or analyze.

How much soul is there in the religious feelings of those who are 
devoid of feeling, and who coldly criticize only to destroy, and who 
love it not, but rather hate ? When men attempt to set aside the lov
ing prayer, when they attempt by cold philosophical speculations to 
turn you from this apathy, do not suppose you are advancing toward 
philosophy in listening to them ; this is philosophy falsely so-called. 
If there is anything in you which says “ Father” toward God, let no 
man take your birthright from you ; follow your feelings, and you 
will find that your feelings are a thousand times truer to the truth 
than the philosopher’s reasonings.

What, then, is the simple statement of truth upon which prayer 
stands?

First. There are two possible views of God. The one—and it is a 
Scriptural view—makes him a Being who, with all his transcendent 
greatness, is entirely accessible to every one, without regard to moral 
character; accessible alike to the weak and the strong, by the good 
and by the bad : a Being that exists iu such sympathy with his crea
tures that he knows them and all the ways by which they can be 
reached, and can be made to experience like feelings, and through 
faith can be reached by their hearts. This is the Scriptural view of 
God.

There is another view, which professes to he drawn from Scripture, 
but is nothing but a philosophical view of God—a view that removes 
God, without giving him an increased state of dignity, so far beyond 
the sun, moon, and stars, so far behind the bulwarks of all govern
ment and of law, that he is not easily to be found, and is not supposed 
to be easily reached by the feelings of his creatures. There are those 
who, to all intents and purposes, arrive at the impression of the divine 
nature of God as a Being of such transcendent purity, of such holi
ness, of such dignity and nobleness, and who is lifted so far above all 
human weakness and wickedness, that man can not attain unto him. 
It is supposed that men are making the universe strong by making 
Go 1 great and strong in this way. God teaches ns to bow down, and 
bring our greatness down to earth ; that is the direction in which 
manhood grows, and God-hood grows in the same direction. They 
say God must be one that can not be supposed to have too familiar 
commerce with all those ways that belong to men of tbe world, and 
are to perish in our perishing. Which of these views do you choose ? 
The one that makes God a loving, sympathetic, and easily accessible 
Being, or the one that makes him a Divine Being, remote and not 
easily accessible ? Which do you take, the God of thc Bible, whoso 
name is “ Father,” or the God of the philosopher, whose name is 
‘•Governor of thc Eni verse ?” There is a name of God that touches 
every heart and makes it ring, and there is a name of God that touches 
no heart, or if it does, only leaves it cold and frigid.

When God is pleased to appropriate to himself the name of Father, 
it is not out of compliment, it is not because that title comes nearly 
to representing it without representing it at all. There are a great 
many persons who say tbat when God says he is a Father, of course 
we are not to take it that he is a Father as we arc to our children. I 
reply that iu all those respects in which weare imperfect in father
hood, and in all those respects in which wc lose by reason of selfish
ness and personal pride, in those respects God is not a Father like our
selves ; but he takes that nature, and he takes tbat attribute of father
hood, and lifts it until all its proportions are infinite. Those quali
ties which in us glow and twinkle like spangles, those things tbat

make us a father in our worldly relations, God takes those peculiar 
attributes and passes upon them the proportions of tbe infinite, and 
lift# them up and says : “ In tbat proportion am I a Father.” It is in 
this view that God is a l ather to us.

There are also two views uf God’s power to help ; tbe one teaches 
that God has organized the world that he might use it, tbat he made 
H on purpose to be used for the bringing up of bis children, just as a 
cradle is made to rock a child in ; it is not made for kneading bread, 
and not made fora thousand other things—certainly not for an adult’s 
sleeping place—but it is just made for rocking children. As a school- 
house is a very poor burn, and would be a very poor dormitory, but 
very good for a school-house, so God made the world tbat he might 
take care of his creatures ; and all those things which are called the 
laws of nature are but so many appliances and powers that God has 
put into this great world, that, using them, he might educate his chil
dren, und lift them from their naturally low estate and bring them 
back to their normal condition. That is one view, that God made 
the world to use, and that he does use it.

There is another view, which tenches that God has established this 
world, fixed its nature, appointed the laws that are to perform all the 
functions, and then having done this, leaves thc world to execute his 
behests, and never interferes with it; as though when I take my 
horse out of the stable, and harness him, that then driving him is 
interfering with him and his nature. I do not interfere with his equine 
nature; I use it. God docs not interfere with natural laws; he uses 
them. As if when a man goes to make anything out of timber, stone, 
or iron, and takes these laws of nature and uses them for his own 
special purpose, it is interfering with natural laws because he uses 
those natural laws. There are a great many persons who say that 
God made natural laws to do everything in the world, and then lets 
them alone.

There are those two theories. One says, God built the world as a 
house, and that he is master of the house ; the other says, that God 
built the world as a house, and then locked himself out of it. Which 
of these two do you believe ? One of them is, as if a man should 
erect a mansion, meaning to convey thither bis family—that he should 
appoint regular hours for all things—should have a band of trained 
servants, and give them, their regular routine of duties—appoint 
them their hours for rising und retiring, and the times for the morn
ing meal, for dinner, and for supper; and then, after he had once 
appointed their regular routine, he should find that be had no longer 
any liberty to check them or control them, and as if one of them 
should say, when he attempted it, “ We are your servants, but we 
have our duties appointed to us, und we do not step one step either 
to the right or left”—and so the man should find himself in the new 
house, with all his servants, but unable to command them ; and so 
the man is really without servants, or rather they are his masters to 
all intents and purposes in their own department.

And this is about the idea which a great many philosophers have 
in regard to God in the natural world. He has appointed the na
tural world, and said to the sun, “Shine you there!’’ and to the 
moon and stars, “ Do you give light here 1” and to the air and wa
ter, “ Do you go there, those are your duties !’’ and to the stones and 
the earth, “ These are the duties you are to perform !*’ And after he 
has impressed his will on all these natural laws, it is said, “ God can 
not interfere with the laws of nature, and though they are his ser
vants, thejT have theiy commands, and he has no power to stop them 
or turn them aside.

The other view represents God as having built this world, and ap
pointed all things in it their regular duties, but if he pleases, he 
says to this one, u Go, and he goeth,” and to that one, “ Come, and 
he cometh.’’ Which of these two views are in your judgment the 
most worthy of belief ? This one which makes God a mere spectator 
of these things, but having no power except to preserve them in thc 
course which he bos ordained, or the other, in which he is repre
sented as having made the earth, and still controlling it with ple
nary power ? We behold the earth as being quick and sensitive to the 
divine laws on every side, although it is not necessary that light 
should be turned into darkness, or systems thrown out of their 
courses. It is not because he has not the power to change them, but 
because he can perform his will without changing them. What are 
called natural laws, are philosopher's bugbears, and God’s very will
ing servants, and our helpers.

The Christian view of God makes him a being who can be ap
proached, entreated, and moved by importunity ; it clothes him, in 
other words, with feelings like our own. Now, if there be one thing 
that is characteristic of man, it is that power wc have of working 
upon his feelings. This is supposed by sunie to be because we are so 
weak ; but it is not, it is because we are so strong. The implacable, 
the hard-to-be-moved man, that man is by just so much less than the 
true man, as he is imperative and impenetrable ; but that man 
whose heart is most accessible, and who can, by presentation and rea
son, be most affected—whose heart can be made to flow out with 
evidences of feeling most easily—that man comes the nearest to our 
ideal, and certainly to God’s ideal, of true manhood. The idea of 
change in the divine mind is an approach towards a wreck and ruin 
of the divine character. Our impression of him is as unchangeable— 
as unchangeable in character, and not varying—and God is held up 
to us, stiff iron, and not flexible with affection. Not so does the 
Bible teach, and not so does my heart teach. One of the divinest 
and must ecstatic views of God is, that vast as are the movements of 
his nature—deep and strong as are the currents of his feeling—yet 
God is a being so divine that the tears of a child fall upon his heart

and change bis feelings. The cry of weakness and ignorance, a&£ 
the cry of guilt, come to the cars of the Lord God of babaoth. Ant? 
not in vain, for God hears, feels, and sympathizes—he is God becauM 
he can, aud would be less than God if be could not.

’The philosophical idea of a perfect God—with everything thought 
out—all his purposes settled—all things mapped, charted and laid 
out—there can be no change in tbe revolutions of this eternal xa»- 
chine, and there is no use in lifting our hands with im pl oration*. 
’The philosophic idea of God is terrific—certainly to those with a 
yearning and sympathizing nature. Wbat would you think of A 
earthly father, so perfect that his children could never have any
thing in common with him —who was too wise to descend to their 
infantile folly—who felt too deeply ever to have sympathy with their 
childish feelings—a father who had no Jove for the rude, imperfect 
ways of his children ? He might as well be carved out of marble, or 
be might as well be a Maclzel's automaton, and with turned crank 
und wound-up spring, mark out all his duties to his family, as to ba 
such a father us that.

Is it not he who knows how to come down to the little child and 
become as one of them—who knows how to fulfill the condition! of 
fatherhood—who, out of the infinite depths of feeling, knows how to 
enter into the hopes and fears of his trembling child—to frolic with 
them, to laugh with them, and weep with them if need be—to be
come in every way so nearly alike that the child, nestling in tbe 
father's bosom, regards the father as nothing, only a better chtM 
than itself. Doesnot a man grow in thatdirection in all true beauty, 
dignity and grandeur ? It is the very substance of fatherhood I Ad< 
does that man go down or up in your estimation ? If a man should . 
act in his family as theologists have taught us God acts in his king 
dom, you would not associate with him. If a man should undertake 
to carry his head, his heart, his life in the same petrified way in 
which theologians have taught us God works in bis government, no 
man would want such a neighbor or such a friend, and certainly ne 
child would want such a father. It would be impossible, organised, 
as we are, to live with him.

And we do not get over the difficulty by saying it is our depravity 
which makes us feel so ; it is their God that makes us feel so. They 
have misinterpreted God, and maligned him, and set before us their 
infernal ideal, and because we disown it, they say we disown God. 
We tear away the rubbish that we may behold God, who stands ike 
father of heaven and earth, and who made me—not tbat he might 
forget me, but that he might hold me in tenderness and everlasting 
recollection ; and to him my plaint and my joy, my laugh of glad
ness or my wail of sorrow, are more important than the visible, m^ 
terial fabric of all the stars tbat swim in ether. One creature, thougk 
the lowest on earth, is worth more to God than the whole frame-work 
of creation. Destroy my pictures, my books and my furniture—bum 
down my dwelling itself, but spare my child I For all that I haveoa 
earth is not equivalent to its life. Take the things which are called 
valuable by men, and heap them up until the gold becomes as bigK 
as thc pyramids of Egypt, and it would not be worth the sand around 
their base in comparison to tbe life of my child.

God feels this in an infinite measure, and that is the God to whom 
we are told to pray—that loving, sympathizing, yearning God ; tbat 
is the God to whom we pray. Let them reason as they please, my 
heart is a better prophet than their reasoning. Because I feel my 
weakness, I will lift up myself in prayer to God—because I feel lone
some and desolate, I will seek for company in God—because I find 
myself erring, and needing a guide, I will lift up my prayer to God/, 
and he will be my guide as well as my God—because I know I am 
subject to desires and wants for my good or my harm, I will pray to 
God day by day to lead me in the way everlasting—because do one 
can know the secrets of my heart, I will go to God with my troubles 
—because I do not know the way down toward death, which it the 
way to eternal life, therefore I will commit my soul to God, and sayr 
“ Thou wilt keep what I have committed to thine hand until the ap
pointed day.”

Christian brethren, I will not dwell upon the sequences of this view of 
God. Follow your better teachings in your better moods, and you: nsw 
will hesitate for a single moment on the subject of prayer. You will feel 
what every one was made to feel, that prayer belongs inevitably to that 
condition of weakness and dependence which we sustain toward God, wb®* 
stands in the relation of an everlasting supply of strength, goodness, and 
perfectness ; feeling that God stands above the world as the sun stands 
above the earth ; not to despotize over it. but to cherish it. and bring forth 
the lowest things of the soil up to the light of life. So God stands in tbe 
heavens, not that he may seem superior to our wants, but that he awry 
nourish us and shield us, and that we may come to him in the spiritof tbe 
word of God, and say, “ Our Father.”

What more can we say than that? That word itself throws open tbe ■ 
gates, and I hear it sounding through time—sounding through eternity y 
and I behold him that sits upon the throne, his face not clothed with thun
der, and his eye no longer burning with lightning—that one word - Fa
ther” clothes him with love and mercy ; and with all my wants—with all 
my sorrow—with all my sin, repented of or half repented of—I bow down 
before his feet, and say : •• My Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come and thy will be done.” I am his child the mo
ment I have said that my salvation stands secure ; and life everlasting 
only waits my tardy steps, and I walk in his presence thereafter, acknow
ledged. crowned, saved. May God so teach every one of us to piny zb 
this life, that prayer shall change to praise and expectation to glorious fboh- 
ition in his presence.
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SKEPTICISM REMOVED.
Mr. Editor—Dear Sir: Iu the year 1853. my attention 

was first directed to tbe “ spiritual manifestations/’ only to 
give them a cursory glance and lay them aside as utterly false 
and soul-destroying.

A long night of anxious .doubt and gloomy dread had set
tled down with awful weight upon my whole moral and reli
gious being. From youth, even in my happiest hours, I was 
constantly haunted with the idea of sinking back into non
entity—fearful that the present life would be the only one I 
should ever enjoy. The varied changes of nature told me in 
plain and thrilling language that I must pass through a series 
of mutations, till finally I should find my way to the lonely 
graveyard—the final resting-place of unhappy humanity. The 
vast world of animated nature passed away, and I saw them 
no more. I had no actual knowledge of whither the}’ had 
gone, nor did I know that they had still a separate and con
scious existence. Is there any rational and individual life for 
man after gloomy death has done his fatal work ? or does he 
sink back to a state of utter and everlasting unconsciousness, 
as do the inferior animals ? If man continues to exist, what 
are tbe conditions of his life—happiness or misery ? and how 
long, and on what, does each depend ? These were important 
questions, which perpetually harassed and perplexed my mind 
at every turn. To none of them, however, bad Orthodoxy 
with all its learning ever been able to return me a really satis
factory reply.

In this state of mind, I again turned my attention to the 
subject of modern Spiritualism, but not with the remotest 
idea of ever becoming a convert to its doctrines, but rather 
thinking that, as I had some knowledge of phrenology, mes
merism and psychology, I might at least settle the question to 
my own satisfaction, and be tbe means of rescuing some of my 
friends from tbe a terrible delusion” into which they bad fallen. 
I argued long and faithfully against some of its main positions 
and distinctive features. I read tbe Telegraph, the “ Age 
of Progress,” the works of Dods, Davis, Mattison, Hare, and 
others, on both sides of the question, till at last I was reluc
tantly forced to the conclusion that if history is at all reliable 
—if human evidence is of any value in establishing the truth 
—there must be some wonderful and undeniable facts as a 
foundation on which rests this greatest wonder of the nine

teenth CCD :ljv.
But still I wished to see for myself some of these pheno

mena. A suitable opportunity having presented itself, I visited 
Toronto and Buffalo for the purpose of witnessing some of 
these strange manifestations, which had so long occupied my 
thoughts. The result of my investigations at Mrs. Swain’s, 
in the latter city, I have already in an imperfect manner laid 
before the readers of the Telegraph. One or two tests still 
remain to be related, and then I shall have done my duty as 
a witness.

In the afternoon of July 5, 1857, I called upon E. V. Wil
son, then of Toronto, but now of Boston. To him I was an 
entire stranger. During tbe course of our conversation, ■with
out any appearance of trance, muscular contortion or abstrac
tion of mind on his part, he stopped a moment, and then said: 
“ You have lost a sister ; I see her standing by your side. I 
saw her as soon as you entered the room, but did not mention 
it She seems greatly interested in your welfare. She ap
pears to be about 18 or 19 years of age, and passed to tbe 
Spirit-land fifteen years ago. In appearance she is somewhat 
like you, with a broader and higher forehead, rounder and 
more regular features, pouting lips,” and much more that I 
do not remember so distinctly. Uis description of her per
sonal appearance was very accurate, and everything he said 
about her was correct, as far as I knew.

Shortly afterward I left Mr. Wilson’s and called upon Mrs. 
French, also an entire stranger to me. During a subsequent 

clairvoyant diagnosis of my physical and mental con
dition, her attention was attracted by the Spirit of my sister, 
and she gave almost exactly tbe same description of her ap
pearance as Mr. Wilson had done. Neither of them could 
tell me her name, though I asked them both, and of course it 
was before my mind at tbe time. This proves that they did 
not get their information by reading my mind.

My mother, who has never been iu a u circle” in her life, 
and who still religiously believes it is wrong “ to call up and 
disturb the Spirits of the dead,” but who nevertheless possesses

the power of seeing Spirits of various degrees of development, 
has repeatedly told me that she has seen her daughter, who 
died so young, and expresses some surprise at the fact that she 
is no longer a child, but a young woman, with all the features 
of her early childhood so distinctly marked that she knows her 
at once.

Now, here are three persons, at different times and places, 
and under different circumstances, with no possible motive to 
distort the truth, voluntarily giving their unanimous testi
mony as to the conscious existence of my sister as a happy, 
sympathizing and progressive Spirit; and the question is, Do 
they testify to the truth, or are they deceived ? If her exist
ence is not a fixed fact, there is nothing true or real in the 
universe ; and before our law courts nothing can be proved by 
any amount of evidence. To me there remains no doubt now 
that I shall continue to live after the change called death, 
which is no more dreadful and appalling than laying aside a 
worn-out garment for which I have no longer any use.

Yours fraternally, J. B. Dixon.
Colborne, C. IK, Sept. 9, 1859.

CASE OF HEALING-.
Poughkeesie, N. Y., 1859.

Mr. Partridge : Being a stranger to your readers and an 
unbeliever in modern Spiritualism, you will pardon me for ask
ing the privilege of a space in your columns for a brief state
ment of a cure performed in my family, through Dr. Acker, a 
healing medium of this place. A short time since my wife’s 
health was failing very fast, and finding no relief from her 
physician, I began to think unless something was done soon, 
she would not recover. Having known a number of wonder
ful cures effected through Dr. Acker, I was induced to send 
for him in the case of my wife. He came to my house, and 
after examining her, assured me he could help ber if I were 
willing to adopt his method of treatment. I readily assented, 
when, much to my surprise, she began to improve. She en
joys much better health now than for some time previous. As 
it is important to the sick that this singular power should be 
known, I would add that I have bad little or no faith that 
Spirits bad anything to do with it. If I bad such faith, I 
might account for the many wonderful cures supposed to be 
traceable to this source.

Tbe most strange thing of all is that a process so simple 
and an influence so extraordinary for tbe relief of suffering, 
should be so little known, while there arc so many suffering 
from the ills of life in almost every community. How much 
longer the force of education will keep back the light dimly 
shadowing forth, is more than can be determined. The man
ner in which this practice affects the physical condition of the 
system will commend itself to tbe afflicted, while the extraor
dinary success of Dr. Acker in Poughkeppsie justifies me in 
recomending him to your readers and the public generally.

John W. Shields.

ORIGIN OF THE SOUL.
It is demanded—the origin of the soul, When does it begin 

to exist ? If by soul is meant spirit, life, intelligence, God— 
one or all these—the answer is easy. It is a self-evident pro
position that something must have always been—not been cre
ated—not made—must be self-existent. If soul, spirit, or 
God, be that self-existence, its beginning is not conceivable. 
The long-cherished idea that “ God” creates souls to occupy 
bodies, is sheer assumption. We have no knowledge that it is 
the province of spirit to create; we have never experienced 
any such ability. But we daily take cognizance of what ap
pears to be the primal office-work of spirit—manifestation 
through forms—and all these manifestations are good, bad or 
indifferent, according to our stand-points of observation, and 
the forms through which we take note of them. All that we 
know of this, or any other mode of existence, evinces this as 
tbe essential of all that is—manifestation. Indeed wc can have 
no conception of God, soul, or spirit, only as we give it activity 
through form. That “ soul,” as manifested in the human 
form, is subject to a law of growth, can not be argued as an 
evidence of its “beginning to exist” in that organism. For, 
if progression, development, growth, are found to bo the very 
esse of spirit per se, its grade of manifestation in any con
ceivable condition is all that can be predicated of it while 
thus conditioned. It is doubtless true that the “soul” of 
man is never other than itself, yet it is also true that its power 
to show itself is never the same, always changing. The 
form it at r.ny moment presents, has very little to do with its 
essential life. Spiritualist.

Henry, III.

PSYCHE’S PROGRESS,
OR, THE WAY OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH.

, BY GEORGE STEARNS.

Part Second—Crossing the Hirer. 
Man will never come to see 
What immortals are to be— 
Never find beatitude 
Equal to his future good. 
For the Soul, progressing still, 
Can but take its present fill. 
As its sphere unfolds to view, 
Waxing beautifully new. 
Yet he comes to realize 
That a Spirit never dies;
Finds tbe good that seemed to perish 

Heretofore,
All bis own that he can cherish. 

Evermore.
Here’s the anodyne of doubt 
Which will drive the devil out; 
Here’s the antidote of death 
Many purchase with their breath ; 
Here’s a talisman for bliss 
Which the dying can not miss, 
Though they heed no loving wraith 
Peering through the clouds of faith. 
Ere they pass the vail of sense 
Hiding human complements: 
Though they ridicule the chrisms 

Of the Church,
And ignore the syllogisms 

Of research.
When a mortal finds that Soul 
Is of earthly life the goal, 
When a stoic infidel.
Or believer dreading hell, 
Or despairing suicide, 
Plunged in Jordan’s darkling tide, 
Finds himself again, not dead, 
But like Jonah vomited 
Safely on the other shore.
He can doubt of life no more.
Then the spell of mortal seeming 

Fully breaks.
And, as one who has been dreaming. 

1 Psyche wakes.
Death is very like that whale 
Of the precious Hebrew tale. 
Answering to human wish 
Better than becomes a fish. 
Death indeed has such a maw 
As no person ever saw. 
He will swallow all the good 
We for error have eschewed ; 
But the whole of it will heave. 
Just when we its worth conceive. 
In his gorging every sinner

Secs the grave;
Yet his aim is not a dinner. 

But to save.
Were it possible to bind 
An immortal, growing mind ; 
Could a man be made to stay 
In his little house of clay. 
While unending ages roll 
Over his progressing soul; 
Though his body young abide, 
Ever healthful, and supplied 
With the largest gifts of sense 
God in Nature can dispense ; 
Would he always keep his relish 

For such food ?
Or develop into hellish 

Solitude ?
As a man with appetite 
Seeks the table with delight;' 
First with eating gratified, 
Then completely satisfied ; 
Alter which to pansier lust 
Sickens pleasure to disgust ; 
So. if an immortal could 
Be content with sensuous good. 
Love of earth would quaff ite fill. 
And repletion gender ill ; 
Sense would lose all animation 

But of pain,
Soul for cheated aspiration 

Grow a chain.

Life were longing Psyche’s tomb. 
Man is now in Nature's womb; 
Death is our deliverer 
From this living sepulchre.
What we call denth-piugs on earth, 
Arc the throes of Spirit birth. 
When wc write an epitaph.
Wiser angels look aud laugh ; 
For we mortals s« vm to mourn 
(Inly that a soul is born. 
Could we look through human fol!) 

As Buy do.
We should lose our melancholy, 

And laugh too.
West Acton, Ma^.
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SKEPTICISM REMOVED.
Mr. Editor—Dear Sir: In the year 1853, my attention 

was first directed to the “ spiritual manifestations,” only to 
give them a cursory glance and lay them aside as utterly false 
and soul-destroying.

A long night of anxious doubt and gloomy dread had set
tled down with awful weight upon my whole moral and reli
gious being. From youth, even in my happiest hours, I was 
constantly haunted with the idea of sinking back into non
entity—fearful that the present life would be the only one I 
should ever enjoy. The varied changes of nature told me in 
plain and thrilling language that I must pass through a scries 
of mutations, till finally I should find my way to the lonely 
graveyard—the final resting-place of unhappy humanity. The 
vast world of animated nature passed away, and I saw them 
no more. I had no actual knowledge of whither they had 
gone, nor did I know that they had still a separate and con
scious existence. Is there any rational and individual life for 
man after gloomy death has done his fatal work ? or does he 
sink back to a state of utter aud everlasting unconsciousness, 
as do the inferior animals ? If man continues to exist, what 
are the conditions of his life—happiness or misery ? and how 
long, and on what, does each depend ? These were important 
questions, which perpetually harassed and perplexed my mind 
at every turn. To none of them, however, bad Orthodoxy 
with all its learning ever been able to return me a really satis
factory reply.

Iu this state of mind, 1 again turned my attention to the 
subject of modern Spiritualism, but not with the remotest 
idea of ever becoming a convert to its doctrines, but rather 
thinking that, as I bad some knowledge of phrenology, mes
merism and psychology, I might at least settle the question to 
my own satisfaction, and be the means of rescuing some of my 
friends from the “ terrible delusion” into which they had fallen. 
I argued long and faithfully against some of its main positions 
and distinctive features. I read the Telegraph, the “ Age 
of Progress/’ the works of Dods, Davis, Mattison, Hare, and 
others, on both sides of the question, till at last I was reluc
tantly forced to the conclusion that if history is at all reliable 
—if human evidence is of any value in establishing the truth 
—there must be some wonderful and undeniable fads as a 
foundation on which rests this greatest wonder of the nine

teenth ccii tu}.
But still I wished to see for myself some of these pheno

mena. A suitable opportunity having presented itself, I visited 
Toronto and Buffalo for the purpose of witnessing some of 
these strange manifestations, which had so long occupied my 
thoughts. The result of my investigations at Mrs. Swain’s, 
in the latter city, I have already in au imperfect manner laid 
before the readers of the Telegraph. One or two tests still 
remain to be related, and then I shall have done my duty as 
a witness.

In the afternoon of July 5, 1857, I called upon E. V. Wil
son, then of Toronto, but now of Boston. To him 1 was an 
entire stranger. During the course of our conversation, with
out any appearance of trance, muscular contortion or abstrac
tion of mind on his part, he stopped a moment, and then said: 
“ You have lost a sister ; 1 see her standing by your side. I 
saw her as soon as you entered the room, but did not mention 
it. She seems greatly interested in your welfare. She ap
pears to be about 18 or 19 years of age, aud passed to the 
Spirit-land fifteen years ago. In appearance she is somewhat 
like you, with a broader and higher forehead, rouuder and 
more regular features, pouting lips,” and much more that I 
do not remember so distinctly. Il is description of her per
sonal appearance was very accurate, and everything he said 
about her was correct, as far as I knew.

Shortly afterward I left Mr. Wilson’s and called upon Mrs. 
French, also an entire stranger to me. During a subsequent 

clairvoyant diagnosis of my physical and mental con
dition, her attention was attracted by the Spirit of my sister, 
and she gave almost exactly the same description of her ap
pearance as Mr. Wilson had done. Neither of them could 
tell me her name, though I asked them both, nnd of course it 
was before my mind at the time. This proves that they did 
not get tbeir information by reading my mind.

My mother, who has never been in a “circle” in her life, 
and who still religiously believes it is wrong “ to call up and 
disturb the Spirits of the dead,” but who nevertheless possesses

the power of seeing Spirits of various degrees of development, 
has repeatedly told me that she has seen her daughter, who 
died so young, and expresses some surprise at the fact that she 
is no longer a child, but a young woman, with all the features 
of her early childhood so distinctly marked that she knows her 
at once.

Now, here are three persons, at different times and places, 
and under different circumstances, with no possible motive to 
distort the truth, voluntarily giving their unanimous testi
mony as to the conscious existence of my sister as a happy, 
sympathizing and progressive Spirit; and the question is, Do 
they testify to the truth, or are they deceived ? If her exist
ence is not a fixed fact, there is nothing true or real in tbe 
universe ; and before our law courts nothing can be proved by 
any amount of evidence. To me there remains no doubt now 
that I shall continue to live after the change called death, 
which is no more dreadful and appalling than laying aside a 
worn-out garment for which I have no longer any use.

Yours fraternally, J. B. Dixon.
Colborne, a IK, Sept. 9, 1859.

CASE OF HEALING.
Poughkeesie, N. Y., 1859.

Mn. Partridge : Being a stranger to your readers and an 
unbeliever in modern Spiritualism, you will pardon me for ask
ing the privilege of a space iu your columns for a brief state
ment of a cure performed in my family, through Dr. Acker, a 
healing medium of this place. A short time since my wife’s 
health was failing very fast, and finding no relief from her 
physician, I began to think unless something was done soon, 
she would not recover. Having known a number of wonder
ful cures effected through Dr. Acker, I was induced to send 
for him in the case of my wife. lie came to my house, and 
after examining her, assured me he could help her if I were 
willing to adopt his method of treatment. I readily assented, 
when, much to my surprise, she began to improve. She en
joys much better health now than for some time previous. As 
it is important to the sick that this singular power should be 
known, I would add that I have had little or no faith that 
Spirits had anything to do with it. If I had such faith, I 
might account for the many wonderful cures supposed to be 
traceable to this source.

The most strange thing of all is that a process so simple 
and an influence so extraordinary for the relief of suffering, 
should be so little known, while there are so many suffering 
from the ills of life in almost every community. How much 
longer the force of education will keep back the light dimly 
shadowing forth, is more than can be determined. The man- 
nor in which this practice a fleets the physical condition of the 
system will commend itself to the afflicted, while the extraor
dinary success of Dr. Acker in Poughkcppsie justifies me in 
recomending him to your readers and tbe public generally.

John W. Shields.

ORIGIN OF THE SOUL.
It is demanded—the origin of the soul, When does it begin 

to exist ? If by soul is meant spirit, life, intelligence, God— 
one or all these—the answer is easy. It is a self-evident pro
position that something must have always been—not been cre
ated—not made—must be self-existent. If soul, spirit, or 
God, be that self-existence, its beginning is not conceivable. 
The long-cherished idea that “ God” creates souls to occupy 
bodies, is sheer assumption. Wc have no knowledge that it is 
the province of spirit to create; wc have never experienced 
any such ability. But we daily take cognizance of what ap
pears to be the primal office-work of spirit—-manifestation 
through forms—and all these manifestations arc good, bad or 
indifferent, according to our stand-points of observation, and 
the forms through which we take note of them. All that we 
know of this, or any other mode of existence, evinces this as 
the essential of all that is—manifestation. Indeed wc can have 
no conception of God, soul, or spirit, only as we give it activity 
through form. That “ soul,” as manifested in the human 
form, is subject to a law of growth, can not bo argued ns an 
evidence of its “ beginning to exist” in that organism. For, 
if progression, development, growth, are found to bo the very 
esse of spirit per sef its grade of manifestation in any con
ceivable condition is all that can be predicated of it while 
thus conditioned. It is doubtless true that the “ soul” of 
man is never other than itself, yet it is also true that its power 
to show itself is never the same, always changing. The 
form it at r.ny moment presents, has very little to do with its 
essential life. Spiritualist.

Henry, III.

PSYCHE'S PROGRESS,
OR, THE WAY OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH.

BY GEORGE STEARNS.

Part Second—Crossing the Piter. 
Man will never come to see 
What immortals are to be— 
Never find beatitude 
Equal to his future good. 
For the Soul, progressing still, 
Can but take its present fill, 
As its sphere unfolds to view, 
Waxing beautifully new. 
Yet he comes to realize 
That a Spirit never dies ;
Finds the good that seemed to perish 

Heretofore,
All his own that he can cherish, 

Evermore.
Here’s the anodyne of doubt 
Which will drive the devil out; 
Here’s the antidote of death 
Many purchase with their breath ; 
Here’s a talisman for bliss 
Which the dying can not miss, 
Though they heed no loving wraith 
Peering through the clouds of faith, 
Ere they pass the vail of sense 
Hiding human complements;
Though they ridicule the chrisms 

Of the Church,
And ignore the syllogisms 

Of research.
When a mortal finds that Soul 
Is of earthly life the goal, 
When a stoic infidel, 
Or believer dreading hell, 
Or despairing suicide, 
Plunged in Jordan's darkling tide, 
Finds himself again, not dead, 
But like Jonah vomited 
Safely on the other shore. 
He can doubt of life no more. 
Then the spell of mortal seeming 

Fully breaks,
And, as one who has been dreaming. 

1 Psyche wakes.
Death is very like that whale 
Of the precious Hebrew tale, 
Answering to human wish 
Better than becomes a fish. 
Death indeed has such a maw 
As no person ever saw. 
He will swallow all the good 
We for error have eschewed ; 
But the whole of it will heave. 
Just when we its worth conceive. 
In his gorging every sinner

Sees the grave;
Yet his aim is not a dinner, 

But to save.
Were it possible to bind 
An immortal, growing mind ; 
Could a man be made to stay 
In his little house of clay. 
While unending ages roll 
Over his progressing soul; 
Though his body young abide, 
Ever healthful, and supplied 
With the largest gifts of sense 
God in Nature can dispense ; 
Would he always keep his relish 

For such food ?
Or develop into hellish 

Solitude ?
As a man with appetite 
Seeks the table with delight p 
First with eating gratified, 
Then completely satisfied ; 
After which to pamper lust 
Sickens pleasure to disgust ; 
So, if an immortal could 
Be content with sensuous good, 
Love of earth would quaff its fill, 
And repletion gender ill ; 
Sense would lose all animation 

But of pain, 
Soul for cheated aspiration 

Crow a chain.
Life were longing Psyche's tomb. 
Man is now in Nature’s womb ; 
Death is our deliverer 
From this living sepulchre.
What we call death-pangs on earth, 
Are the thro*** of Spirit-birth. 
When wc write an epitaph.
Wiser angels look and laugh ; 
For we mortals seem to niuurn 
Only that a soul is born. 
Could we look through human folly.

As they do, 
Wo should lose our mehificholy, 

And laugh too.
West Acton, Mass.
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WEEKLY ITEMS AND GLEANINGS.
Fatal Shooting Casualty.—Coroner Jackman yesterday held an 

inquest at a house on the corner of Macdougal-strout and Ludlow-place 
(Houston-street). upon the body of Edward Philips, a lad 16 years of 
age, who was fatally shot on the 12th insL Deceased was gunning in 
Bergen county, N. J., and in attempting to scale a fence with gun in 
hand, by some mismanagement it was discharged, the shot taking effect 
in his abdomen, doubtless causing instant death. The lad was alone 
at the time of the accident, and no one was aware of it till the follow
ing morning.

Accident on the Harlem Railroad.—At about half-past seven 
o’clock on Wednesday evening, a gentleman named Hugh Carrol!, 
while attempting to cross the track of the Harlem Railroad in a 
wagon, was run into by the engine of one of the New-Haven trains. 
He was thrown from the wagon, breaking his leg aud otherwise in
juring him. The conductor stopped his train, took the man on board, 
and sent him to Bellevue Hospital.

Balloon Ascension.—Mr. S. AI. Brooks, of St. Louis, ascended 
in his balloon comet on Thursday, Sept. 15, from the Fair Grounds, in 
Oswego, at G o’clock, p. m., and descended eleven miles east at 6:20 
p. m. Five thousand people witnessed the ascension. Mr. Brooks 
will make an ascension from Ithaca on Friday, 23d.

The Rochester Democrat has the following dispatch relative to 
Shields, who was going to attempt a Sam Fateh jumping feat at Ni
agara Falls : “ Shields, iu company with a young man named Andrew 
Frank, went in a boat to the scene of the intended exploit, fur the pur
pose of making some explorations. Shields divested himself of his 
clothing, and swam from the shore to the middle of the river, to ascer
tain the strength mid direction of the currents that prevail, and had 
proceeded some distance when he was caught in a whirlpool, from 
which he could not extricate himself. He called for Frank to bring 
the boat, but before he could be reached, the unfortunate man was cn- 
gulphed, and his late companion saw him no more. The body had not 
been found when our informant left Suspension Bridge lust evening.”

GRAMMAR IN RHYME.

We advise every little grammarian just entering on Murray. Brown, 
or any of the thousand grammars in use, to commit to memory the 
following easy lines, and then they never need mistake a part of
speech :

I. Three little words you often see 
Are articles—a. an, and the.

2. A Noun’s the name of any thing, 
As school or garden hoop, or string.

3. Adjectives tell the kind of Noun.
As great, small, pre tip, while or brown.

4. Instead of Nouns the pronouns stand— 
Her head, his face, your arm, my hand.

5. Verbs tell something being done— 
To read, count, sing, jump or run.

C. How things are done the Adverbs tell— 
As slowly, quickly, ill or well.

7. Conjunctions join the words together— 
As men, and women, wind or weather.

8. The preposition stands before 
A Noun, as in or through a door.

9. The Interjection shows surprise, 
As oh ! how pretty ; ah I how wise.

The whole are called Nine Parts of Speech.
Which Reading, Writing, Speaking teach.

Seizure of Counterfeit Haytien Currency.- A large lot of en-
graved bills in imitation ot Haytien currency had been seized by the 
police of Boston, on Wednesday, Sept. 14, on suspicion that they were 
intended for circulation in Hayti. The individual ordering them 
printed was not arrested, there being no treaty stipulations -warranting 
i*-

The Albany Journal states that by tlie recent decease of the Dean 
of Ripon, iu England, the Hon. J ohn Q. Wilson, of that city, becomes 
the last survivor of the party of cabin passengers who accompanied 
Robert Fulton in his first steamboat journey from New York to Al
bany.

The venerable Dr. Nott, President of Union College, Schenectady, 
N. Y., has so far recovered his health as to be able to ride out, and 
will, it is hoped, shortly return to the care of the institution which 
owes so much of its prosperity to his exertions. He is now over 80 
years of age.

Consumption Cured.—Dr. Lawson Lang, of Holyoke, has pre
scribed for pulmonary complaints and consumption for thirty years 
with remarkable success. He recommends the tying of a stick in the 
center, with a rope attached overhead, patients to take hold of the 
stick with both hands, extended, say three feet apart, and swing, bear
ing a little on the feet if desirable. This lifts the ribs, expands and 
invigorates the lungs, and sometimes cures consumption.

Milk.—The Erie Railroad alone carried to the city of New York 
milk, amounting, from July 1853 to July 1854, to 3,310,022. In 
1854-5,4,033,987. In 1855-6, 4,696,771. In 1856-7, 5.271,845. 
In 1858-9, 5,532,687 gallons.

The Great Eastern.—At a meeting at the Merchants’ Exchange 
(Norfolk. Va.,) on the 14th inst., a resolution was adopted to invite 
the Great Eastern to visit this port. The authorities of Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Richmond and Petersburg!) will, no doubt, co-operate.

The Prince of AV ales’ late tutor, Air. F. AV. Gibbs, and Sir Henry 
Holland. Physician to the Court, are in Canada, on a prospecting tour 
up the Ottawa River. It is believed that the Prince may yet arrive 
this Fall, aud their object is to ascertain the best route for him to take.

Tbe Hon James Cooper, of Pennsylvania, has written a long and 
able letter against the proposal to raise the rates of postage, and in 
favor of Protection to American Industry.

The mysterious disappearance of Air. Patton, a hardware dealer at 
Layfuyctte, Ind., was announced a month ago. It was discovered that 
he had eloped with a Aliss Putts, of Janesville, Wis., and had proba
bly gone to California. It has since come out that Aliss Potts was 
his first flame, that he was formerly engaged to be married to her, but 
the marriage was prevented by thu ellbrls of ALsS Putts' brother, who 
intercepted their letters and produced an estrangement.

Mount Vernon.—The Mount Venion Record says that the work 
of putting Mount Vernon in good condition has been fairly begun. 
Since the first uf July, workmen, under the superintendence of a com
petent gentleman, have been busily engaged in repairing outhouses, 
tracing and cleaning up the old and almost forgotten paths. The 
Record also states that 815,000 of the fourth and last installment for 
the purchase of Mount Vernon has been already paid to Air. Wash
ington, leaving only about $30,000 to be paid to complete the pur
chase.

Children Seized for Debt.—The Utica Herald tells of a singu
lar occurrence that took place on board a Central Railroad train in 
that city, last Thursday night. The captain of the night watch, hap- 
p ning to be at the railroad depot, was applied to by a man named 
Harper, to ivscu? his children from the custody of a man who had 
kidnapped them, under the pretense that Harper owed him money, 
for which reason t c had seized the children. Capt. Keiser went 
into the cars, asked the children if they desired to accompany Harper, 
to which they implied that they did, and that he was their father. 
Thereupon the officer delivered them to their father, in spite of tbe 
boisterous threats of the abductor.

Waterspout.—The Glasgow Citizen states that a waterspout fell 
with violence on the Mauchiine Hill, and that it completely flooded 
several places. Some of the* inhabitants escaped by cutting through 
the roof. Two lives were lost. The railway was covered to the depth 
of six feet.

A Dove Story.—A gentleman of this city, who has a dove cot at 
his residence at the AVest End, relates the following incident as hav
ing occurred last week. In the cot were a male and female dove and 
two squabs. The male squab having died, the elderly dove drove 
from his nest his female mate, and promoted to his bed and board the 
young female squab, pecking at and driving from his cot the female 
dove. Finally upon one occasion, when the female appeared at the 
door of the cot. the male saTed out, pecked at her, and drove her 
away. The persecuted mother flew down to a perch below, where, 
with ‘her head under her wing she remained for a short time, and 
then fell suddenly to the ground. The inmates of the house, who 
had witnessed the proceeding, immediately went out and ascertained 
that the dove was dead, but no wound was found sufficient to cause 
death. Possibly she died of a broken heart from the brutal treat
ment of her false and fickle mate.—Boston Traveller.

Longevity of the Grape Vine.—Pliny speaks of a vine which had 
existed 600 years. There are vineyards in Italy which have been in a 
flourishing state for upwards of 300 years ; and Miller states that a vine
yard 100 years old is considered young. There is a vine at Hampton 
Court, near London, of the Red Hamburgh variety, supposed to be 375 
years old. It occupies about 120 square yards. One branch measure s 
114 feet in length. It has produced in a* single season 2,200 bunches, 
averaging one pound each. A vine at Northalieraton, lately dead, about 
the same age, was even still larger. The stem near the ground, in 1785, 
measured four feet in circumference.

PERSONAL AND SPECIAL NOTICES.

Lamartine Hall, cor. 8th Avenue and 29th-street.
Regular meetings every Sunday. Alorning, preaching by 

Air. Jones; afternoon, conference or lecture; evening, circle for 
trance speakers.

Rev.

Clinton Hall.
The Spiritualists continue to meet at Clinton Hall, Astor Place, as 

usual, every Sunday at 3 o’clock, P, AL. for lectures and conference 
exercises. All are invited to attend.

Miss Hardinge’s Movements.
Miss Emma Hardinge will lecture in Columbus, Ohio. Tuesday, 

September 11th; in Cleveland, Sept. 18th; in Lyons, Mich., Sept. 
25th; in St. Louis during October, Evansville and Memphis during 
November, and New Orleans during December. Miss Hardinge re
turns to Philadelphia and the East in March, 1860. Address, No. 6 
Fourth-avenue, New York.

Mrs. Spence’s Lectures. '
M rs. Amanda M. Spence will lecture at Philadelphia, Pa., the 3d 

and 4th Sundays in Sept.; at Buffalo, N. Y., the 1st, 2d, 3d and 4th 
Sundays in October; at Worcester, Mass., the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th 
Sundays of November ; at Boston, Mass., in December, and at Prov
idence. R. I., in February. Mrs. Spence may be addressedat either of 
the above places, or at 534 Broadway, N. Y.

ft^ Spiritualistic meetings, in Oswego, arc held every Sunday af
ternoon and evening. Miss A. M. Sprague will occupy the desk dur
ing August; Mr. F. L. Walsworth during September; Rev. John 
Pierpont during October; Airs. F. O. Hugger during November; 
Mr. J. M. Rubles during December.

The Eminent Test and Spirit Healing Medicine.
Airs. Sarah R. Graham, who has lately been employed at Alunson’s 

Rooms, will be happy to receive her friends at her residence, 47 Bond 
street, during any hour, day or evening. tf

£&“ Rev. J. Baker, Spiritual Lecturer, may be addressed at Cooks
ville, Wis., by those desiring his services. tf

H^Jp Mrs. A. P. Thompson will speak in and around Troy, in the 
State of Vermont. Those who may wish her services, will please
address South Troy, Vt., till farther notice. tf

fray” Mrs. A. M. Middlebrook, (formerly Mrs. Henderson,) may be 
addressed, Bridgeport, Conn., box 422, during September.

WHOLESALE PRICE CLMEW OF PROHl'CE & MERCHANDISE.
Ashes—Dcty : 15 $ ct. ad val.
Fol, 1st sort, 1001b 
Pearl, 1st sort....

5 12%/®
5 50 I®

Bread-firn*: 15 $ ct. ad vat
Pilot, B ft 
Fino Navy 
Navy___  
Crackers .

4 '4ft 
3% ft 
2%ft 
4%ft

4

Bristles—firry : 4 ft ct. ad vaL
Amer, gray and white,.

Candles—fim : 15 ft ct.
Sperm, fl ft...................
Do. pt. K highlands.........
Do. do. J’d and M’y ....
Adamantine, City...........
Adamantine, star..........

30

40
50
50
18

Cocoa—Den*: 4 $ ct. ad val.
Marac’oin bd. lb... 
(Guayaquil in bd.... 
Para, in bond.........  
St. Domingo. in bond

13
10

Leather—(^W—^^ : 15 * rL *****

0

(3 
Cd 
Cd 
(a) 
(a>

(3 
(3 
Cd

TJX I®

Coffee—Dctv: 15 $ ct. ad vaL
Java, white, ft lb 
Bahia
Brazil....................
lAguayra.............
Maracaibo.............
St. Domingo, cash

15 /® 
10%/® 
10%ft 
12 fa) 
ll%ft 
11 fa>

Flax—Dm-: 15 ^ ct. ad vat
American, p. lb 8 (a)

50

41
51

20
18

31 
12%

8

16
12
11%
12% 
12
H%

9%

Fruit—Dm’: not d’d, 30. Dry F-« 8 $
ct. ad val.

Rais. Sn. ft % ck.. 
Rais. hch. and bx. 
Cur'nts, Ztc. ^ ft.

— fa)
2 20 /®

5 fa)
2 25

Flour—firry : 15 $ ct. ad vat
State. Superfine.............
Do. Extra..................... ..
Ohio, Ind. &HL 11. h...
Do. do. Superfine.........

Do. Extra................
Do. Round hoop....
Do. Superfine.........

Do, Extra...............
III. A: St. Louis sup & fan 

Do, Extra..... ..
Mich Wis. & Iowa extra

4 io
4 50

4 4u 
5 —

4

o 
6

50

25

5 00
South. Baltimore, super 5 30

. 5 75Do. Extra
Georgetown & Alex, sup 5 30

Do. Extra...............  6 25.. 6 25
Petersburg & Rich. sup. 5 30

Do. Extra....  
Tenn. & Georgia, sup

Do. Extra...........

6 30
5 25
6 00

© 
© 
© 
fe 
© 
@ 
© 
@ 
@ 
@ 
@ 
@ 
© 
@ 
© 
@ 
© 
@ 
@

4 60 
OU

4 GO
6 —

4
6
5

5
5
6
5

6

5

Grain—Dtty : 15 ^ ct. ad val
Wheat—O. Ind. A: III. w. 1 25

Do. winter red. 1
Do. spring 

Milwaukie club.... 
Michigan, white... 

Do. Red...

1 
1
1 
1

Tenn, and Kent, white. 1
Do. Red.............

Canada, while...............
Do. club..................

Southern, white.............
Do. Red.............

Coax—Westen! mixed.. 
Del. & Jer. yel.. 
Southern white.

Do. yellow.
Rve.................................

Oats................................
Barley.............................

Hay—
N. R. in bails, fl 100 ft.

Hemp—
Russia, cl. fl tun 
Do. outshot.......  
Manilla, fl ft...
Sisal ...................
Italian, fl tun...
Jute.....................
American dew-r . 
Do. do. Dressed.,

18

05
30

1
1

35
25
07

1 05
1 25
1 20

80
82
81
82
79
35
70

© 
<9 
6' 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
©

1 
1 
I 
1
1

1
1
1

1
1

60 ft

. .200 OOftilS 

..180 —ft—
6 % f® 
5%/®

..200 00ft

.. 80 00ft 85
..140 00ftI50
..190 00ft210

75
00
50

50
50
50
75

75

40

05

40
20
50
35
35 
15
40
25 
82
85
82
85
85
42
75

75

00

6% 
G

00 
00
00

Hides—Duty : 4 fl ct. nd vu). K- G- a»d
B. Ayres. 20a24ft fl ft. 
Do. do. gr. s. C............. 
Orinoco..........................  
San Juan........................  
Sa vanilla, etc.................  
Maracaibo, s. and d .... 
Maranh, ox, etc............. 
Matamoras....................  
P. Cab, (direct).............  
Vera Cruz......................  
Dry South.......................  
Calcutta Buff................... 
Do. Kips, fl pee............. 
Do. dry salted................. 
Black, dry......................

25 (3
13% ft 

ft23
21

16
16
21

21
16

fa) 
fa) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
Cd)

14
24 Ji
22

1
1
1

13%/®
80 ft
05 Cd
00 id

J
1

17%
23
23 
23
17 
Ji 
90 
10 
05

Honey—fiFTY : 24 ^ ct. nd vat
68 ftCuba, f* gal.... 

Cuba, (in bond) 64 ft
70
65

Hops—firry : 15 ft ct. ad val
1857, East and West
1858, East and West

5
8

(<v 
(a)

6
12

Iron—fimr: 24 ft ct. ad val. 
Pig, English, and Scotch,

fl tun........................
Bar, Frit. TVE............... 
Bur: Fw. or Hixes.........  
Bur, Am. rolled........... . 
Rar, English, refined... 
Bur, English, coin.......
Sheet. Ru^bia, 1st quidfsU Mrs. Berry, powerful rapping, moving ami writing medium, 

can be sem from 10 a. m. until 5 p. m., and from 7 o'clock until 10 । y^t^g'^
in the evening, at 84 West Twentieth-street, front room, 3d story.

.23 — 

.97 50 

.85 — 

.80 00 
.53 — 
.42 60

ftlOO 
fa) 87 
ft- 
ft 56 
f®^

ii‘*ft
3%ft

50
00
50

oo

11 •<
3’i

Oak (SI.) IX fl ft.
Oak. middle.........
Oak, heavy.............
Oak. dry hide.......  
Oak. Ohio..............
Oak. Sou. Light...
Oak. all weights ... 
Hemlock, light. ... 
Hemlock, middling 
Hemlock, heavy... 
Hemlock, damaged 
Hemlock, prime do

34
34
38
30
33
30
38
23

21
19

0 
fa) 
Ci 
(3 
(3 
Cd 
fa' 
fa

3ft

'a'
13 rd)

35 
32
35 
32
40
24 X 
i5X 
2ft
21 
14%

Lime—fivrr : io $ ct. ad val.
Rockland, common.......  — ft
Lump............................... — ft 1

IO
15

Molasses—firry : 24 ? cl. ad val.
New Orleans, ft gaL... 
Porto Rico......................  
Cuba Muscova...............  
Trinidad, Cuba...............  
Card., etc., sweet.........

38
27
2°
30
21

A 
ft 
(a) 
fa) 
(a)

35

SI

Nails—firrr: 24 p. ct. ad vat
Cut, 4d and Gd ft lb 
Wrought, American

3%ft
7 (a)

3K 
’X

Oils—Dm*: Palm, 4 ; Olive, 24 : Linseed,, 
sperm (foreign fisheries), and Whale.
or other Fish, (foreign.) 15 $ ct. od vaL

Florence, 30 fl ct.........  
Olive, 12b. b. and bx... 
Olive, in c. fl gal...........  
Palm, fl ft....................  
Linseed, cum., fl gal... 
Linseed, English...........  
Whale............................  
Do. Relined Winter.......  
Do. Relined Spring.......  
Sperm, crude................. 
Do. Winter, unbleached. 
Do. Bleached..................  
Eleph. relined, bleached 
Lard Oil, S. and W.........

— ft — 
3 70 ft) 4 15 
I - ft 1 95

»%ft ^

1
1
1

59
59
45
59
55

&

(a) 
fa) 
0

-2%ft
30 G
35 fa
76 fa
80 ft

60 
90 
tf
6?*
5ft

1*7*

»X
Provisions — firn’: Cheese, 24 ; #11 

others. 15 fl ct. ad val.
Pork, mess, V bbl 
Do. prime...........
1*>. prime mess...

14
10

90

Beef, prime mess, (tee) 18
Do.mess west’ll, rop’d.. 8 00
Do. extra repacked 
Do. country...........  
Do. prime...............  
Reef Hams...... ..

00

12 00

Cut Meats. Hams s’tip’le 
Do. Shoulders...............  
Do.Sides.dry sit'd iu c'ks 
Eng. Bacon, sh’tmid.bxs. 
Do. Long..................  
I*o. Cumberland.... 
Bacon Sides. W’n s’d cas 
Lard, prime, bbls&tces. 
Do. kegs..................  
No. 1, in bbls. A: tees... 
Do. Grease...............  
Tallow............................
J ji rd Oil........................

. 7 

. 5 

.15

00
00
00

©15 
610 
6
6 22 
fell 
fed 3 
© 8 
(^ 0

50

OO 
50 
50 
25- 
OO

„ @17 50 
8%©
I ’* ©

10 fe
9% ('t, 
8% la. 
»%@

11 (a'.
12 © 
1^ © 
/ ©

@ I

*X

«X 
ivM. 
io
5 
9X

MX 
12% 
loX
9 

10% 
OQ

Rice—Butt : 15 V cl. ad val.
Ord. to fr. fl cwt...........3 oo
Good to Prime............... 3 75

Salt—Dory : 15 ? ct. ad val.
Turk’s Is. fl bush.. . 
St. Martin’s................. 
Liverpool. Gr. fl sack 
Do. Fine......................  
Do. do. Ashton's .....

Seeds—fimr: Free.
Clover. ^ lb.................
Timothy, tee...........
Flax, American, rough

Sugars—Dm-: 24 p ct. 
st. Croix, p ft.............  
New Orleans.................. 
Cuba .Muscova...............  
Porto Rico......................  
Havana. White.............. 
Havana, B. and Y.........  
Manilla............................ 
Stuarts’ D. R. 1..............
Stuarts’do. do. E....

Stuarts’ (A)....................
Stuarts' ground ext. sup

i

78
15
35

ft 3 25
(3) 4

(3) 
fa) 
fa) 
fa) 
(3

*%ft
1 40 ftl6 

(3)

7 ^ J^ft f (3) 
^iid 
^(3) 
J%ft 
4 fa)

7 fa) »%ft 
- (a)

Tallow—Dm : 8 ^ d- ad val.
American. Tri me 10%®

Teas—Dm': 15 $ ct. ad vat
Gunpowder............... .
Hyson......................... 
Young Hyson, Mixed 
Hyson Skin...............  
Twankay....................
Ning and Oolong.... 
Powe hung....... .  
Ankui.........................  
Congou......................

28 
26
17 
10 
10
19 
19
23

(3 
ft 
(3 
(3) 
(3 
Cd 
(3> 
(3) 
fa)

Wool—nm : 24 $ ct. ad vat
A. Fax. Fleece. fl ft.. .. 
A. F. R Merino.............  
A. % and % Merino....
A. % and % Merino.... 
Sup. Pulled Co................  
No. 1 Pulled Co............. 
Extra Pulled Co.............  
IVruv. Wash.................
Valp. Unwashed...........
S. Amer. Coin. Washed.
S. Amer. E. It. Washed.
S. Amer. Cnw. W;........
S. Amer. Cord’« W.......
E. I Wash.....................  
African Unwashed.......  
All h an Washed...........  
Smyrna In washed.......  
Muyrua Washed............

56
51
45
40
40
35
60

10
10
15
9

20
18

16
14
23

ft
(a) 
(3 
(3 
(3 
(3 
fa) 

bom.
© 
© 
(a: 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
©

30

n

PM 
60

8

7X 
9
*X 
7% 

10%

ioK

40 
GO 
65 
32 
32
50 
22 
25 
28

60 
65
50 
43
45
37
52

IS 
13 
18
PM

25 
20 
IF 
2# 
1ft 
il ‘
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CHARLES PARTRIDGE’S CATALOGUE.
PUBLISHING OFFICB

No. 4283 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.
Our list rmbraces ail tho principal works devoted to Spiritual- 

fem. whether published by .ourselves or others, and will com 
prebend all works of value tliat may be issued hereafter. The 
reader’s attention is particularly invited to those named below, 
ill of which may be found at the office of the Spiritual Tele
graph. Tbe postage ou books is one cent per ounce, and two 
cents where the distance is over three thousand miles, and in all 
cases must be pre-paid. Iversons ordering books should there
fore send sufficient money to cover the price of postage.
Lyric of the Morning Land.

By Rev. Thomas L. Harris. A beautiful poem of 6,000 lines 
(253 pages) 12tno, dictated in thirty hours, printed on the 
finest paper, and elegantly bound. Price, plain muslin, 75 
tents : muslin gilt, SI; m*rocco gilt, $1 25. diaries Part
ridge, publisher.

Epic of the Starry Heaven.
By Rev. Thomas L. Harris. Spoken in 26 hours aud 16 min 
utes, while in the trance state. 210 pages, 12mo, 4,000 lines. 
Price, plain bound, 75 cents ; gilt muslin, $1. Postage, 12 
cents. Charles Partridge, publisher.

Lyric of the Golden Age. A Poem.
By Rev. Thomas L. Harris, author of “ Epic of the Starry 
Heaven” and “ Lfricofthe Morning Land.” 417 pages, 12mo. 
Price, plain boards, SI 50; gilt, $2. Postage, 20 cents. 
Charles Partridge, publisher.

ipirit-Manifestations.
By Dr. Hare. Experimental investigation of the Spirit-mani- 
iustations, demonstrating the existence of Spirits and their 
communion with mortals ; doctrines of the Spirit-world re
specting Heaven, Hell, Morality and God. Price $1 75. 
Postage, 30 cents. Charles Partridge, publisher

The Spiritual Telegraph.
Volume 1, a few copies complete, bound in a substantial 
manner. Price, $2. Charles Partridge, publisher.

The Spiritual Telegraph.
Volume V., complete. Price, $3.

The Telegraph Paper?.
Nine Volumes, 12mo, for the years 1853, ’4 and ’5, about 4.- 
500 pages, with complete index to each volume, handsomely 
bound. These books contain all tho more important articles 
from tho weekly Spiritual Telegraph, and embrace nearly all 
the important spiritual facts which have been made public 
during tho three years ending May, 1857. Tho price of these 
books is 75 cents per volume. Postage, 20 cent.-'. per volume. 
Charles Partridge, publisher.

The Shekinah, Vol. I.
By S. B. Brittan, Editor, and other writers, devoted chiefly to 
an inquiry into the spiritual nature uni relation of Man. 
Bound in muslin, price, $2; elegantly bound in morocco, let 
tered and gilt in a style suitable for a gift book, price, $3. 
Postage, 34 cents. Charles Partridge, publisher.

Volumes II. aud III.
Flahi bound in muslin. $1 50 each ; extra bound in morocco, 
handsomely gilt, $2 each. Postage, 24 cents each. Charles 
Partridge, publisher.

Britian aud Richmond’s Discussion.
400 pages, ouavo. This work contains twenty-four letters 
from each of the parties above named, embodying a great 
iiamber of facts and arguments, pro and con, designed to ii 
luctrato tho spiritual phenomena of ullages, but especially the 
modern manifestations. Price, §1. Postage. 28 cents. Charles 
Partridge, publisher.

The Rationale of Spiritualism.
A pamphlet of 32 pages, containing two extemporaneous lec 
t’-H'C'idelivcred at Dodworth’s Hall on Sunday December 5, 
185S*by Rev. T. W. Higginson. Price, postage’paid, 20 cents

Nature's Divine Revelations.
By A. J. Davis. This large work, which may be considered 
the pioneer of the modern spiritual unfolding, is still in con
stant demand by the inquiring public, notwithstanding the 
numerous editions through which it has passed. It is the 
product of a series of dictations by Mr. Davis, while in the 
clairvoyant or spiritualized state, during the years 1S45 and 
1846, and iu it the subsequent and more general spiritual ma
nifestations are foreshadowed and distinctly predicted. It 
may bo said to occupy generally tho whole range of human 
thought on mundane and spiritual subjects, in a progressive, 
and. for the most part, methodical way, and by discriminat
ing minds has been found immensely fruitful of sugges
tions. Published by diaries Partridge, at the Spiritual Tel
egraph office. 125 Maiden Lane, New York. Price, $2 ; post
age, 43 cents.

A Chart.
By A. J. Davis. Exhibiting an outline of the progressive 
Instory and approaching destiny of tho race. Price, $1. 
Charles Partridge, publisher.

The Present Age and the Inner Life.
By Andrew Jackson Davis, being a sequel to Spiritual Inter
course. This is an elegant book of near 300 pages, octavo, 
illustrated. Price, SI. Postage, 23 cents. Charles Partridge, 
publisher.

The Celestial Telegraph.
By L. A. Cabagnet. Or, Secrets of the Life to Come ; where
in the existence, the form, and the occupation of tbe soul, af
ter its separation from the body, arc proved by many years* 
experiments, by the means of eight ecstatic somnambulists, 
who had eighty perceptions of thirty-six persons in tbe 
spiritual world. Price, $1. Postage, 19 cents. Charles Part- 
tridge, publisher.

Scenes in the Spirit-World ; or Life in the Spheres.
By Hudson Tuttle, Medium. Price, muslin, 50 cents ; papor, 
25 cents ; postage, 7 cents.

The Pilgrimage of Thomas Payne.
By C. Hammond. Dictated by the Spirit of Thomas Paino 
Paper, price. 50 cents ; muslin, 75 cents. Postage, 15 cents. 
Charles Partridge, publisher.

The Clairvoyant Family Physician.
By Mrs. Tuttle. Price, muslin, $1. Postage, 10 cents. Charles 
Partridge, publisher.

Voices from Spirit-Land.
By Nathan Francis White, Medium. Price, 75 cents. Post
age, 13 cents. Charles Partridge, publisher.

The Road to Spiritualism.
Being a series of Four lectures delivered by Dr. R. T. Hal
lock. at the opening of the New York Conference. Price 18 
cents ; postage, 3 cents.

The Worker and his Work.
A Discourse delivered before the Young Men’s Christian 
Union, by Dr. K. T Hallock. 24 pages. Price 6 cents.

Mystic Hours, or Spiritual Experiences.
By. Dr. G. A. Redman. Price $1 25. Postage 19 cents.

This book details the main test phenomena that haveoccured 
in the experience of one of the best known mediums.

Psalms of Life.
A Compilation of Psalms, Hymns, Chants, Anthems, etc., em
bodying the Spiritual, Progressive and Reformatory Sentiment 
of the Age. Price, 75 cants ; postage, 14 cents.

New Testament Miracles and Modern Miracles.
By J. H. Fowler. The comparative amount of evidence for 
each ; the nature of both ; testimony of a hundred witnesses. 
An Essay read before the Divinity School, Cambridge. Price, 
30 cents ; postage, 5 cents.

TIFFANY & C0-, 
550 BROADWWAY, 

/pLAIM for their entire stock, in comparison 
Vj with any other in this country, superiority for its extent, 
quality, and beauty; and farther, that their prices are as low as 
those of any other house.

They would especially enumerate
DIAMONDS AND OTHER PRECIOUS STONES, PEARLS, AND 

FINE JEWELRY.
SILVER WARE, 

Guaranteed of English Sterling (926-1900 pure), the standard 
decreed by metallurgists tbe best possible for durability and 
beauty.

watches,
Of all the best makers. (They are the only agents in New York 
for the sale of Charles Frodsham’s Watches, conceded to be the 
best pocket time pieces ever made.)

RROXZE STATUES AND VASES.

MRS. R. A. BECK, 
SPIRITUAL TEST MEDIUM, has re- 
O moved from 1C6 East Fourteenth-street to851 SIXTH AVE., 
near Twenty-second street. Single gentlemen can obtain pleas
an Lodging Rooms, furnished or unfurnished. 367

W. S. COURTNEY,
A TTORNEY and Counsellor at Law, 348

Broadway (Appletons’ Building), Room 37, third floor, 
New York.

J. B., CONKLIN,

RECEIVES visitors every day and even
ing, trom 9 a. m. to 10 p. m., at bis Rooms, 54 Great Jones 

street, three doors west of the Bowery. 370 tf

SPIRIT DRAWINGS.

THE Spirit Drawings made through the
hand of Mrs. Bradley are now on sale at 109 Greene

street. 353 tf j

THE PRESENT AGE AND INNER LIFE.

BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS.—We
havo just issued a new edition of this, one of the most re

cent, valuable and interesting of Air. Davis’ works—dealing as it 
does with the Spiritual Wonders to the present, and calculated, 
as the Author says in bis Preface, “ to meet the psychological de
mands of the time.”

CONTENTS
A Survey of Human Needs ....................................
Definition of Philosophy and Spiritualism
the External Argument.....................................................
The Spiritual Congress......................................................
Mission at High Rock Cottage.............................................
The Delegations and Exordia.............................................
The Table of Explanation.............................................
The Classification of Media.............................................
The Classification of Causes.............................................
Summary Explanations......................................................
Revelations from Pandemonium....................................

Price SI ; postage, 23 cents. Address
CHARLES PARTRIDGE,

Page.
7

29
47
82
84
97

128

oh 7
“oo

Office of the Spiritual Telegraph, 428 Broadway, N. Y.

ELECTION NOTICE.
State of New York, Office of the Secretary of State.

Albany, August 31,1859.
irpo the SHERIFF of the COUNTY of 

NEW YORK—Sir : Notice is hereby given that, at the GEN
ERAL ELECTION to be held in this ^tate on the Tuesday succeed 
ing the first Monday of November next, the following officers 
are lo be elected, to wit :

A Secretary of state, in the place of Gideon J Tucker ;
A Comptroller, in the place ot Sanford E. Church :
An Attorney-Gene; al, in the place of Lyman Treniain :
A SUte Engineer and Surveyor, in the place of Van R. Rich

mond :
A Slate Treasurer, in the place of Isaac V. Vanderpool -.
A Canal Commissioner, in the place of Charles H. Sherrill ;
An Inspector of Mate Prisons, in the place of Wesley Bailey : 
A Judge of the Court of Appeals, in the place of Alexander S. 

Johnson;
A Clerk of the Court of Appeals, in the place of Russell F. 

Hicks ;
All whose term ot office will expire on die Iasi day of Decem

ber next.
Also a Justice of the supreme Court for the First Judicial Dis

trict, in the place of James J- Roosevelt, whose term of office 
will expire on tho last day of December next.

Alsu Senators fur the fourth. Filth, bixth. and Seventh Senate 
Districts, comprising the county of New York.

COUNTY OFFICERS to Dr. ELECTED.
Seventeen Members of Assembly ;
Two Justices ol the Superior Court, in the place of John Slosscn 

and James Moncnel ;
One Judge ot the Court of Common Fleas, in the place of

Charles F. i nly ;
Une Justice of the Marine Court. in the place of All 

son.
All whose terms of office will expire on the las! - 

bur next.

A. Thomp-

av of Decem-

'Ihe attention of Inspectors of Election and (Vv.nty i.’oiiva-sers 
is directed tv chap. 271 of Laws uf ibo'J. a copy of winch is 
printed herewith, lor instructions in rceasd m tl.L.r duth • under 
said act. ''submitting to the people a law ;.utk< 'izing a loan ol 
two million five hundred thousand dol u s, to provide for the 
pavmviit of the floating debt ot thu State."

CHAPTER 271.
An Act to submit to thk People a Law AmyunziNC .’.I'-a <v 

Two Million Five Hundred Thousand D<-liars, to Pika ide h a 
the Payment of the Floating Di nr of im. M.-u ’. uak-ed A> ml 
13, 1859, TH REE-Fl J-TI IS BEING PRESENT.

The J *<fpie of the State of Neto i'ork, rrprtMdid in Suudc and As- 
sembiy, dutnact a.<follows ;
8e<tivn 1. 'ihe < ujiimis-i‘»ncrs of the Cana! Fm-d nr heiubx 

authorized to burrow on the rreditof the MMe two iiuiia u live
hundred thousand dollars, at a rate tint cxceviUm' . In । 1 r " U- 
per annum, ami ruimbursablu at -ueh period.-- a- shall Be deter

Spiritualism; its Phenomena and Significance.
An Essay read, bv invitation, before the New York Christian 
Union, by diaries Partridge, Editor of the Spiritual Tele- 
graph’: together with a report of an ensuing Discussion on .... ............................................................. .

(Published at this office.) Single : p, loan.- authorized by tin.- mt. ,-o fur us the same- ar-' applicable.
.i j । Sec. 2. The morn y realized by Mich Ioan shall be applied ox-

| chisivvly to the pay went of claims again? t the Mate not otherwise

mined by the said torn mix-loners, DM exceeding cichtecn yuan 
from the time of making such lean. Ail th.-pruvi-iou- < i law in

the subject. Pp. 66- (
copies, 12 cents ; postage, 3 cent-?. $1 per dozen. Postage,

relation to lean- made by the < oinmbHuiivi s of the Cabal luh.‘. 
and tbe issue and trannie r of certificate- of stock, shall apply

30 CM’t-.

provided for, for work done on the canals of the State, and for 
private property appropriated by the State for the use of such 
canals, and for injury to private property growing out of the con
struction of the canals, or to the payment of tbe principal and 
interest of such loan, and for no other purpose whatever.

Sec. 3. Two million five hundred thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated to be paid out of the Treasury, on the warrant of 
the Auditor of the Canal department, from tbe said moneys, 
within two years from the time when this act shall take effect, 
for Ute payment of claims against tho State, specified in tbe last

SCOTT’S HEALING INSTITUTE, 
■VO. 36 BOND-STREET, NEU-YORK 
X x one of the most convenient, btant.FiJaDc 1 ’ ahL} k-uin. n >n
the citv of New York, tight d“< rs east of Bi < <• 

JOHN St rutor.

JOHN SCOTT.
SPIRIT AND MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN.

This being ar. age when aln^t < vpreceding section, and for the interest on the loan authorized by i a{ivert5s.em^nl coiKidervc' humbu 
this act, which shah become payable prior to the receipt tot0 auvertlament is <im^^ numoL. 
ihe treasury of the first annual tax, hereinaf ter directed to be
levied and collected, for the payment of the interest and princi
pal of the Ioans authorized by this act; but any sum applied to 
pay interest as aforesaid may be refunded out of the proceeds 
of the said taxes when received into the Treasury.

Hec. 4. An annual tax is hereby imposed, and shall be levied 
and collected in the same manner as other Mate Taxes are levied 
and collected, sufficiently to pay the interest and redeem the 
principal of the loan hereby authorized, within eighteen years 
from the time of the contracting thereof. The Comptroller shall 
ascertain and determine what sum, being applied in payment of 
principal and interest, in the first year alter the tax can be col
lected xs aforesaid, and in each succeeding year thereafter, with
in the period of eighteen years from the time of contracting said 
loan, will be sufficient to pay the interest and redeem the princi
ple of said loan within said period of eighteen years : and shall 
in each year apportion tbe sum so required among the several 
counties ol this State, according to the then last corrected as
sessment rolls returned to his office, and shall give notice ofsuch 
appointment to tbe Boards of Supervisors of the respective coun
ties. It shall be the duty of the Boards of Supervisors of the 
respective counties to cause the amount so apportioned in each 
year to be levied, collected and paid to the Treasurer ol this 
State, in tho same manner as other State taxes. The money col
lected and paid into the Treasury under this section shall consti 
tute a sinking fund, to pay the interest and redeem the principal 
of the Ioan contracted pursuant to this act, and shall be sacredly 
applied to that purpose ; and if at any time the sinking fund 
shall be insufficient to comply with the requirements of this sec
tion, the Comptroller shall increase the sum thereafter to be 
levied and collected by tax in each year, so as to make the fund 
the fund adequate to the purpose aforesaid.

Sec. 5. The fourth section of this act, imposing a tax, may be 
repealed whenever the revenues of the canals, after meeting all 
present constitutional charges upon them, shall amount to 
enough to form a sinking fund sufficient to pay the interest and 
redeem the principal of all loans within the eighteen years men
tioned in the first section of this act.

Sec. 6. This act shall be submitted to the people of this State, 
at the next general election, and the votes given for its adoption 
shall be indorsed “ Constitutional Loan,” and shall be in the fol
lowing form : “For a loan of two million five hundred thousand 
dollars, to pay the floating debt of tbe State,” and “Against the 
loan of two million five hundred thousand dollars, to pay tho 
floating debt of the State.” The inspectors of the several elec
tion districts of this State shall provide a separate box, in which 
the ballots given in pursuance of this act shall be deposited. 
The ballots shall be canvassed and returned, and the result shall 
be determined and certified in the same manner as votes given 
for the office of Governor of this State. It a majority of the 
votes cast pursuant to this act shall be “For a loan of two mil
lion five hundred thousand dollars, to pay the floating debt of 
the State,” then tbe preceding sections of this act shall take ef
fect ; but if the majority of the votes so cast shall be “Against 
a loan of two million five hundred thousand dollars, to pay the 
floating debt of the State,” then tbe said sections shall not take 
eflect, but shall be inoperative.

Yours respectfully, GIDEON J. TUCKER, Secretary of State.
City and County of New York. Sheriff's Office.

New York, August 31, 1859.
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the original 

notice received by me from the Secretary of state, and now on 
file in this office. JOHN KEIXY, Sheriff.

AH the proprietors of public newspapers of the city and county 
of New York, are herewith requested to publish the above once ' 
in each week until tbe election, and cause their bills for said , 
publication to be sent to the Board of Supervisors for payment. ;

Dated New York, August 31. 1859. JOHN KELLY. Sheriff. , 
[385 St]

WM. C. HUSSEY,

FOR THE CURE OF ।
ACUTE AND CHRONIC DISEASES, 

WITHOUT THE USE OF MEDICINES.
Dyspepsia Cured in a Few Sittings.

155 GREENE STREET. N. Y.
CNE DOOR FROM HOUSTON, OFFICE HOUKS 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

“BOHEMIA
NDER AUSTRIAN DESPOTISM/ 
Ry Dr. A. M. DIGNOWHY, Texas. A new work, just 

issued from the press. 12mo. Price, 75cts.. or $1 if sent by 
mail.

This work, written as an autobiography, contains a record of 
experiences exceedingly varied and interesting—Doctor Digno- 
wity being a man of intelligence and independent thought. The I 
Doctor seems lo havo suffered a great amount of persecution, • 
growing out of his progressive tendencies. The book will be 
sent by mail, by the subscriber, on the receipt of $1.

1W tf T. 8. MFNSUN, .-.gent. 143 Fulton-strcct, N. Y.

MRS. METTLER’S
CELEBRATED CLAIRVOYANT ME-

L'lClNES.—Restorative Syrup, quarts, $2—pints, $1 ; Pul- 
m-mi.. <.l : Neutralizing Mixture. 50 cents : Dysentery Cordial, 
50 cents ; E.ixir lor Cholera, 50 cents ; Liniment, SI; Healing 
Ointment, 25 cents. For sale by

386 if T. S. MUNSON. Agent, 143 Fulton-street, N. Y'

WANTED,

BY a SPIRITUALISTIC INQUIRER, 
a permanent situation requiring more of waUhtuInes.- than 

Uu. Bis age is over fifty, and his habit- temperate. Ho is 
laiui i.ir to some extent with the sciences and politics of his age, 
am. Las practiced inedkinc and been a druggist fur sonic years. 
Would uut object to the office of male nun-c. Inquire at the 
offi: u or uddre"' “ W. ,1. Y.” through the Fost-Ofiicc. 386 tf

THE WATER-CURE
V DR O PAT 1110 IN ST 1 TU T E
>ne duo/ from bt Jolin’s Park, at 13 and 15 

hiight-sti-. <1, Nuw Yu k. R. T. Traix. M. D.. and D. A. Gorton, 
C. ;-.. Thj-tii inh- ol life rstabli.-hmclit. 365 U'

BOARDING.

Boarding humr. levy’s, 231 west 
l HI.il V-l H- iH billEIT, whore Spirituulibts ran hvu wilh 

.? nuvTt un i ocuhuihy. akU people of their own seuutntuk ■ 
______  ____ 36.Uf

HOUSE FOR SALE
I to rent, 134 \\ ust-Twelfth street, near
i".ith A\■• in • . .vc. m ? ...».ht| by Dr. ( hiq in, H i< rub 

^tu.liu. y built, win; Auva . .uiia b .-mi -Dne h< i.t, and all 
Lin h t ti imp. <>m. meins, i ei u. > ca.-y, apply loChai Iu- Parti hlgu,
42y I’KAuhuO • 384 ti.

be afflicted to write to those who In.
the Scott Healing Institute, and sditfv themselves 

. claim halt what injustice to ourseho we canid.
We have taken a large, handsome, and commo.;

thing in il. Jiap.- cf an 
< 6- sire per -1 - who may 
been relieve < r cured at

i.ai wr du rot

.. house, hr
the purpose of accommodating those who may come from a dis
tance to be treated.

Hot and Cold Water Baths in the House ; also Magnetic and 
Medicated Baths, adapted to peculiar complaints. Id tact, we have 
made every arrangement that can possibly conduo to the e< m- 
fort and permanent cure of those who are afflicted. Th. immense 
success we have met with since last January prepares us to state 
unhesitatingly that all who may plan- themselves or friends un
der our treatment, may depend ujxin great relief, if not an entire 
cure. Persons desirous of being admitted in tbe Hi. ling Insti
tute, should write a day or two in advance, so w* can le pre
pared for them.

EXAMINATIONS.
Those who may be afflicted, by writing and describing symp

toms, will be examined, disease diagnosed, and a pa« kn^o of med
icine sufficient to cure, or at least to confer such ' e •. at. that the 
patient will be fully satisfied that the continuation ol the tnat- 
meat will cure. Terms, So for examination and medicine. The 
money must in all cases accompany the letter.

JOHN SCOTT.
Read the following, and judge for yourselves :
Mrs. Jane Tilllotson, Cleveland. Ohio, cured in fourteen days ot 

falling of tho womb, by the use if Scott’s Womb Restorer. Price, 
SG. post paid.

Mr. Tatum, New York city, cured of numbness and partin I par
alysis of limbs.

Mrs. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y., cured of consumption. When 
this lady first called at the Scott Healing Institute, she was pro
nounced by her physicians incurable. She is row well and 
hearty.

Mr. Johnson, cured by one application of the banc and one box 
of Pile Salve, of chronic piles, and probably some tw o hundred 
more were cured of piles by using Scott 's File Salve.

Mrs. S. C. Burton, New Brittain. Conn., one of the worst cases 
of scrofula, cured in seven wee ks, and nearly all the sores cov
ered over with new and healthy skin. This is probably cue of 
the most astonishing cases on record.

William P. Anerston, New York city, troubled with rheuma
tism of back, hip, and knees. Afflicted for nine years. Cured in
live weeks.

Mrs. S. H. N’. x, boarded in the Scott Healing Institute,
cured in four weeks of dyspepsia, and tendency to dropsy. A 
line addressed to us will be answered, giving her full address. 
Dr Scott: Wilkes Barre. April. 27, 1858.

Sir—I find I shah want some more of yeur Cough Medicine : it 
works like a charm. My daughter was very bad with a cough 
for a long time, and I was afraid she could not Eve long. Alter 
taking oniy two bottles, she is almost well. This is great medi
cine—people are astonished at its effects. No doubt 1 .-hall be the 
means of selling a large quantity of it, here in this suction.

Send it by Hope’s Express as you did before.
My best respects, Isaac G at.

Sirs. Mulligan had been afflicted, for years, with the heart dis
ease. The physicians pronounced her incurable, and gave her 
up to die. Mrs. lister persuaded bur to < "me to t\« Mott Heal
ing Institute. Auer the third visit, she was able l" do a hard 
day’s scrubbing and washing. She is now enjoying ’ .;:• ct health. 
Shoresides No. 106 Tenth-avenue. New York city. Dr. John 
Scott only placed his hands on her thro.- Lmus.

Mrs. Smith, (late Mrs. Hall.) residing at Mr. Levy’s bearding 
house, cured ct Scarlet Fever m ten minutes.

Hundreds of other persons since the establishment < f the Scott 
Healing Institute, but space will nut admit of an enumeration. Out 
of 1.462 patients treated at the Scott He ding Institute, not one. if 
not fully cured, but what has received a remarkal u benefit. Of
fice hours from S a. x., to 6 r. m.

Addres: JOHN SCOTT, 06 Bond-street.. N; w York.

Scott’s Healing Institute—Removal.
The undersigned beg.- h ave to say to hi- patron* । ■ ’. .Lo pub

lic, that he hu.t rem-wed his uslabhshm-. nt fr.'iu 16 o 3- I omi-st. 
New York, where lie will continue to attend to th-. ; fll: tec with 
(as he hopes) his usual success. Having mat* tm\ ; ted to bis 
Institute, both in room and assistants, he is prep-..' -: • re ■ • °
patients from all parts of th-- eouutiy.

To tho Indios. particularly, be would 
eases incinentai to their >ex. with inva
rienced matron will be at all times
under my charge. JOHN

N. B. Recipes and medicine-- sent 
the country un receipt oi from live u d 
require. Ite particular. in n.dvi big. • 
County and State, in full- J. S.

in ath‘ndii<v •
■• ri l l. 3u' om 

b\ exi vss .

An expe- 
v li.hes

a-e u av

SPIRIT PREPARATIONS.
Given to John Scurr. and Pewarep ft mm at So T-at> strut.

This is a medicine of < ’
COOSTANA. (iRUUUoH REMEDY

uiDaiy
relief and cure of Bronchia! Aflt\ iH’D-; and Gn-

■y ^ the

plaint: nd as it excels all other rum-.he* :u it-
that class of disease', is d stint'd to sup-. rr <h tin
health and hope to the afflicted iLeusa’ ds. )’i a?. ’- 

FILE SALVE.
A sovereign remedy for this disease :s at la-1 fuM: 

instantaneous relief, and ( ffi u!* a [ "c !y ."uv. Mr 
tor of ihe Spii'iti.ulist, Guv, land. U.. atiM twelve y,
ing, was in less than one week . uni V b 
of instances can be referred lo uh. u th, 
lowed the use ol this ima’uitbk- n tn-- >

EYE WAH I
For weak or inflamed cy« ■> this pr. 

It never tails to give innm Mate ruU»J ; 
caused by any local a fiber on, the um 
manetit. Price, 50 cents.

SPIRIT I MRR<« ’
For Tutor. Erysipelas. Mill Rheum, 

lions of tbi .-km, an invaluable r< ri' , 
all ordinary ca-us. Trie. . il.

This salve, whv 
Dr. Suit, has d<v

0

nent and po-ithe eu.ru. in nuiti'-r L 
will be found triumplimi'} < H . .u •< 
where the jiart ittk-1 ed S opm .;:
«an net be nbta I 
are adapted to sue 
$io.

j.tl^col at y , ■ 
cuh-pUiiits, «ill i
EHHMA ilC id /

This pr»'’'!imibB! k M-iUM.ii-. 
fury rihinicdi-M, T.’>d will k--. 
v.ill , ;ti..-h I- >- J; a return <

(l

I < v 810 a pc. itou cure uif be- gu ir.u
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