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JUDGE EDMONDS ON SPIRITUALISM.—NO. IL

MEDIUMSHIP.

We give, this week, the second of the series of interesting commu-
nications on Spiritualism, which Judge Edmonds is now publishing
in the Tribune.

Sir : T shall devote this and the next paper to medinmship
and the circles—the chief instrumentalities of spiritual inter-
course, And I remark—

First. That the manifestation of the Spirit-power seems to
be generally conneeted with the living human form. T say gen-
erally ; because there seem to be some cases where the phe-
nomena do not require to he, or arc not, connected solely with the
person. ITaunted houses arc of that kind. So are cases of
inanimate ohjects moving in the absence of any person. And
the brute creation are sometimes affected. The devils’ entering
the herd of swing, and Dalaam’s ass sering the angel before
his rider did, are instances of this. So I am informed of a
case where a fieree watch-dog spw a Spirit at the same moment
his master did, and fled affrighted.  And in the “Sceress of
Prevorst,” it is said : “ A black terrier that was in the house
was always aware of the presence of the Spirit, and kept howl-
ing 1o his master ; neither would he lie alone at night.”

These, however, are exceptions to the rule” that the living
human form is necessary to the intercourse.

Sceond. The existence of the mediumistic power is the result
of physienl rather than of mental or moral organization.

~What that peeuliarity of oreanism is, 1 confess Lo

and vet it was different.

strong in a stupid, stolid person. It does not depend upon
age, DOr upon sex, nor upon color ; nor upon climate or local-
ity, nor upon condition ; for rich and poor, high and low, edu-
cated and ignorant, married and single, male and female, young
and old, white and black, are alike developed as mediums.
And my marvel is that men of science, instead of acting like
scared children, do not look into it like men of sense, and find
out what it is that is thus strangely affecting all classes.
Surely, it may as well be discovered as many other things con-
nected with man, which were once as profound mysteries as
this is. Its existence in our midst can not he ignored any lon-
ger, nor will thinking people be much longer satisfied with gen-
cral denunciations of its delusive or demoniacal nature. And
science owes it to mankind to meet the question, not with self-

complacent sneers—

The Atheist’s lnugh ’s a poor exchange
For a society otfended—

but with careful, judicious investization. In France, it meets
with such sensible treatment. But among the savans of Amer-
iea, with the exception of Prof. Hare and Prof. Mapes, it is
received as the appearance of a comet was in the days of my
childhood among frightened boys—with anything but philoso-
phic calmness.

Third. Mediumship is capable of being improved by culture.

I have known physical mediumship to hegin with faint and
almost inaudible rappings, and end with loud, clear and distinct
sounds ; to begin with a slight motion of a table, and after a
while find itself amid a riotous movement of inanimate ohjects.
I have known the mental kind to begin with writing mere
“pot-hooks and hangers ” and ummeaning characters, and ere
long to write with ease and distinetness ; to begin with seeing
a faint, shadowy form, and end with so distinet a vision of the
Spirit as to he able to identify the person ; to begin with a
confused pereeption of something-to he communicated, and
progress to the point of receiving thought clearly and distinctly
from this unsecn intelligence.

It seems to De like other of our attributes—like our power
to read, write or cypher—to paiut or
to us as part of our nature, and capable of heing made availa-
ble by culture.

I found it so in my own case. The first sizns of mediumship
in me came when I was alone in my library, and in the form of
an ippression on my mind. It might he called imagination,

watehed it with a good deal of interest. I discovered that 1
had nothing te de with it, but to be a passive recipient of a
train of thought, imparted to me from a source outside of or
beyond myself : that is, the thoughts did not originate in my

intelligence.
My “next step was to hehold a

like a moving panorama, and not mercly a mental impression §
I seemed to see, though T know 1
organs of sight.  And it was remarkable that the intelligence
that was dealing with me, presented the picture more or less
rapidly, as it discovered I bad taken in its details ; and after
going through with it once thus deliberately, it presented it to
me a second time, but more rapidly, evidently for the purpose
of so imptessing it on my memory that I conld narrate it.

My next step was to see an individual Spirit, that of an old
friend who had been dead six or eight years. I was in my
room at work, not thinking of him, and suddenly I saw him
sitting by my side, near cnough for me to touch him. I per
ceived that I could exchange thoughts with him, for, in answer
to my question, he told me why he had come.

Next, I beheld Spirit-scenes, which I was told were the ac-
tual, living realities of the Spirit-world, scenes in which individ-
uals and numbers were moving, acting, thinking, as we do in
this life, and conveying to me a vivid idea of life in the next
stage of existence.

During all these steps of pregress, 1 could converse with the
Spirits whom I saw, as casily as I could talk with any living
mortal, and I held discussions and arguments with them as 1
have with mortals. ~ ‘

Aly daughter, who bad long resisted the belief, one day re-

quested to witness a manifestation, and 1 sought an interview
with her mother, in order to bring it about advantageously.
The Spirit came to me, ad I communed with ker for half an
hour.  We reasoned together as in life, discusseA.various =uz-
aestions, and concerted & plan. '
Tt will hardly do to say this was nnumn.x*ﬁ"" inme; for the
plan thus concerted was, after a lapse of 4 few weeks, wurried
out without my intervemtion. A fenaale, a stranger {o Lwth
mother aud daughter, wax hropett to my house frem o distant
city, and throngh her “1,;], entranced and unconsclous, was
finished to my d pprhu-r ,-\ p.lmnrf injunction of her mother,
which death had mt\.rx,; . 1 two years before.

Nor will it do to s } e ux a mere reflex g
the living, for = * % ; )

.

for it was very like the process of huilding castles in the air,

Tt wasg nrocentine ta me.sance

hadd 1 Tand.

did not see with my usua: -

a scene presented to my vs‘*(

s
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theater of Ciod’s manifested existence, where is the limit of
his presence, or the concentred glory of his radiance? Surely
not within the comprehension of those atoms which but com-
pose the outer and remoter organs of his iufinite forn.  As
the grosser fibers in cach distant member of man’s body are
each suseeptible to the more subtle eliminations of the govern-
ing power or mind on which they attend ; as these are actuated
and controlled by, and as they betoken the existence of, mind,
and yet must advance up the aisles of progressive refinement
until they become assimilated to the glorious refinement of
spiritual particles, before they can enter that galaxy of light
as appreciative and reciprocative observers of that effulgence;
as this advancement is visibly due elsewhere in the economy
of nature before a state of proximity to the ultimate is ob-
tained—how much more absolute the demand for gross spirit-
ual atoms to he advanced in measure infinitely beyond mun-
dane conception, before assimilation to the spiritual nature of
the lufinite—the souree of spirituality, purity and wisdom—
can cuvelop those atoms in the halo of celestial effulgence in
the atmospliere of infinitude.

Askest thou, then, « In what consists the difference ?  Sinee
every atom is pervaded and permeated by Deity, are not all
equally God-like?” True, all are pervaded by that bond of
union which unites them as one—one to the attractions or as-
cending impulses, which are laws of the Divine will—but n-
nwmerable atoms in degree of advancement, in aseension, in gra-
dation. As an atom by ascending becomes fit to develop suc-
cessive manifestations, claborating different principles to view,
.50 a spiritual ascent grasps and unfolds to view, successively,
the wisdom of the Infinite——the glorious presence of the great
Jehovah. It is revealment of his laws—assimilation to the
principles of his nature. As each is unfolded in this wise, he
s more of God, because he demonstrates, comprehends, con-
tains, and is a fuller development, of those prineiples which
are emanations of Deity, as rays are emanations of the sun.

Thou askest, “ When shall man see the Father face to
face ?' I ask thee, when shall that viand become a sparkling
thought ?  Aim at the highest ultimate thou art capable of
conceiving. When that is attainable, thou wilt sce the battle-
ments of higher spheres ever brightening in thy expanding
vision; on these fix thy eye till others, towering far above,
shall break upon thy mind’s perception.

On the highest spire of cternal years thou shalt not gaze
through time’s beclouded atmosphere ; yet is given enough to
swell the soul in rapturous ecstacies with that thrilling re-
sponse which is 2 consciousness of attainable fruition.

A SPIRIT PERSONATION.
Prorpuersrowy, Warresioe Co., Iut., Barch 16, 1859.

Mr. Partripge : In accordance with a request made by you
some weceks sinee, for individuals to send you facts of spiritual
manifestations, I write the following, and you can do with iv
as you think best.

On the the 6th of Mareh, 1859, Mrs. Mary Booth came to
my house to spend a few hours, and by request of my wife we
formed a circle, without expecting anything more than com-
mon manifestations. My wife Jgskeptical. In about five min-
utes the medium, Mrs. B,, wa?%ecply influenced, and her right
arm hecame/perfectly rigid. The Spirit influencing her seemed
to have a deep and sympathetic fecling for every membher of
my family. My wife then asked if she could receive some man-
ifestations that would be evidence to her. 'The influence then
seemed to leave the medium ; hut in about two minutes she
was influenced by an entirely different intelligence. Iler lower
limbs were thrown out with her feet resting on the floor. My
wife tried to hend her heels, but could not, they being perfectly
stif. About this time, my wife asked some question, and the
medium commenced talking with her, and in the sume manner,
as she says, that her sister used to talk. The modiwn then
had the phthisic violently, and she complained about a sore
and pain on the left side of her hack. At this time my wife
comimcenced shedding tears, and declared it was the Spirit of
her sister that was influencing the medium; that she could not
doubt, and that there was truth in it which was new to her.

Abigail Rose, my wife’s sister, was horn with stiff knee, and
she was troubled with a bad sore on the left side of her back;
she was also troubled with the phthisic severely—was a perfect
cripple, and as helpless as an infant.  Iler Spirit left the form,
Feb. 4, 1846, at the age of sixtcen years, in the town of Lim-

AX

ington, Me. There was no possible way for Mrs, 13, to know
anything about her. Mrs. B. has lived in the West many
vears, and knew nothing about my wife or folks. My wife
says she never told Mrs. B. that she had such a sister.  The
matter appears very plain to my mind. It was a truc and
pure spiritual manifestation. Yours traly, c. EMERY.

SPIRITUAL LYCECH AND CONFERENCE,
FORTY-FIFTII SESSION.
$AME QUESTION CONTISUED.
{Dr. Gould’s Paper. Condensed.—Ep.}

The legitimate intention of all law is the dispensation of justice
and prevention of crime, and none but ignorant or wicked men ever
enact or administer laws in a spirit of revenge. Ilence, 1 protfest
against the claim of our friends, that their systemn should be preferred,
because it adopts the more humane policy of merely restraining, with-
out punishing. Whatever penalties that are most snccessful in the
prevention of crime are, without doubt, the true ones to be adopted,
and with the iznorant and immature, moral suasion should never be
left untricd. But our friend Hallock says, that the doetrine of non-
resistunce taught by Jesus in the fifth chapter of Matthew, is a full in-
dorsement of his system, and irreconcilably opposed to punishment
or cocrcion under all circumstances. I readily concede to him the
credit of pitting against us a doetrine more difficult to reconcile with
other parts of scripture, than perhaps any other doctrine ever taught
by Jesug. This is a doctrine which has long perplexed theologians.

My position is, that nineteen-twenticths of the Old andj New Tes
tament seers approbate the use of law and the punishment of crime ;
and if in the fifth chapier of Matthew Jesus does not, then the weight
of evidence is against his teaching as found in said chapter—on the
same principle that if one witness in 2 cowrt of justice should testify
in the affirmative, and ninety-nine witnesses of cqual credibility should
testify in the negative, the testimony of the ninety-nine would surely
neutralize and nullify the testimony of the opposite one. But I as-
sume that Jesus distinetly recognized the existence of crime other than
that of ignorance. In the twenty-third chapter of Matthew Jesus
pronounced the scribes and pharisees to be hypoerites eight times in
succession, closing his appeal with this Tartarian denunciation : « Even
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within yeare full of
hypocrisy and inigquity. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers
ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can you escape the damnation
of hell 7 Now, is it probable that he would have used such langnage
toward persons whose exceptional conduet was the result of igmor-
ance? The cascneeds no argument ; reason and comnmon sense declare
that he would not—history and observation declare that such lan-
guage is never employed by tutors toward pupils, nor by parents
toward children, where ignorance is the foundation of error. I con-
ceive that Jesus did recognize the existence of crime, and it follows
as’a natural sequence, that if, as friend Hallock says, he opposed pun-
ishment on the groundof its injustice, than his teaching is inconsistent
and contradictory, and his indorsement of friend Hallock's theory is of
no value. I hold that forty-nine out of the fifty Bible spiritual seers
did recognise the existence of crime and the justice of punishment.

Some of the positions attributed to me in friend Halloek's rejoinder
of last week I had previously denied or explained, and some I had not
taken, as my essay will prove.

Dr. Harvock said : Ilis motive in referring to the 5th of Matthew
for a statement of the spiritual doctrine with respect to crime and its
treatment, was not to raise a discussion, as between the precepts there
inculeated and other passages of Scripture, hecause that door leads
but to an endless wrangle; and he who enters through it in scarch of
the kingdom of truth and peace, will only find error and confusion.
ITe did not arraign Jesus hefore Paul, but he tried both Jesus and
Paul by the standard of truth as manifested fo-day. What cither
may have said that will not stand this test, is of no appreciable value ;
and it is preeisely because the doctrine eited is in perfest accord with
extsting tacts, that he had referred to it, in preference to the current
teachings of the spiritual world upon the same topic; and inasmuch
as the popular taste is in favor of a dried gospel, and is wont to turn
up its delicate nose at elernal truth, unless presented in the garb of
ancient speech. ¥ven the “ form of sonnd words” has not been able
to bring this truth to the faith of a single seet in Christendom, if we
exeept the “ Society of Friends.” The « Puritans” had not the least.
confidence in it. Tven Menry Ward Beecher greatly prefers a
“ Sharpe's rifle.”  George B. Cheever woulll not insure the State for
one hour without the gallows! William Penn, as a Christian founder
of a State, alone, of all the Christiun world, had faith enough to try
the spiritual theory. Mis example of trust in God and man stands
alone, and history has recorded it as a success—as o notable verilica-
tion of the spiritunl theory that both God and mun may be safely
trusted—as an enduring monument to the truth that a sound know-
ledge of human nature is a betler safeguard than patent rifles, and that
even States may profitably substitute the cultivation of forgivencss for
the manufucture of halters.
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Mr. Baiszaxnz : If we look into the spiritnal ovzani-— 2, w o find -
tain instinets, as they ave named, which are the motors of the
These impe! him io the performance of the uses that are in him.
cach individual has a more or less distinetly marked ruling Iove, poe
sion, power, or whatever nama may he preferred to <o~imate it 1L
raling affeetion or motor determines the specific use of 113 indivi
in the divine economy. 'This force he ean not resist any mors 1
the on and the lamb ean cease to be what fhey are.  The re
the pereeption, indecd the whole range or combination of other po
separately and collectively, are bat the -ervants of this one, which
stamps the individual and controls him, and not he it.  Were it other-
wise, the man would be a nallity, as the use of him weald 1 Jost,
Take the case of the drunkard. Drunkenness isinverfed cithusiasm
—that which in its normal activity conducts the mind into the realm
of the ideal and the heantiful-—which gives a zext to soeinl intercours.:
and the interchange of friendship and feeling.  The man can not resist
it ; it must have scope in some direction. Not understanding what i-
the proper stimulus. to its inherent activity, ke runs to the bottle and
finds in its inverted inspiration that pabulum for enthusiasm which the
master foree of his spiritual nature demands, and which e has igno-
rantly supposed to be confined to that particular substance whizh
human ingenuity has distilled from rye.

Now, man is not called upon to change his passions or instinets,
(which is an impossibility). but to purify or refine them. Their frag-
mentary, isolated, undisciplined action, leads to the results of which we -
complain. There combined and cultured activity will result in all
that we can conceive of harmony and happiness. From time imme-
morial the effort has been to bend the individual into conformity with
society—and it is a failure. When we shall be able to say to the
motor, steam, “ expand with such a pressure here, and with a given
force there,” we may be ahle to make it conform to any rickety hoiler
that a blockhead may see fit to construet, but not otherwise ; and the
same is true of the spiritual powers in man. Let the civilisers ply the
halter to their Leart's content. Such is not the work of the reformer.
When he was in Turkey, he saw by the road side a human head perched
upon the end of a pole, and rotting in the sun, as a saitable penalty paid
by its owner for a petty theft ; but this is not the scientific method or
dealing with the possessor of purloined sixpences, as he thiuks, although
the diabolical stupidity at the bottom of it has a savory sniff in the
nostrils of popular Christianity.. Give us art, give us seicuee, culture ;
give us a religion that shall at least have some grains of common sense
fn it, and man will no longer resort to the bottle or the sword, or to
licentiousness, for the gratification of his ruling loves.

Mr. FowLer: Paul has this saying— It is no more me, but sin
that dwclleth in me.” There is crime in the atmosphere we breathe.
Society exhales, and individuals inhale it. There is a psychical trans-
fer of states, to which much of right and wrong action may be re-

ferred.  Each state, in the act of transfer, naturally hegets its own
likeness. Thus the law or state of retalintion, though baptized by the
name of divine wrath or divine justice, or holy indignation. does but
procreate retalintion. It begets its own nature, not the souuding titles
men may give it. 1t is a known fact that meu have been mysteriously
moved to murder while at the foot of the gallows whereon a murderer
was suspended.  Adjourned. R. T. HALLOCK.

PERSONAL AND SPECIAL  NOTICES.

Dodworth’s next Sunday.

Mre. Emma Hardinge will lecture at Dodworth’s Academy next Sunday.
moraing and evening.

Mrs. Fannie Burbank Felton o

Will lecture in Baltimore, Md., the five Sundays of May. Friend<in
the vicinity of Baltimore, wishing to engage her services for wosk
cvenings, during her stay in that” place, will addeess Willard Barne-
Felton, box 914, Baltimore, Md.

W. C. Hussey, Healing Medium,

Has returned from his four months” tour through Ohio, Michizan.
Indiana. aud other State<, and reports many wonderfal Spirita i
festations he has seen. Mr. 11, will bo loeatad, aft e the fiest o May,
at 1535 Green-strect, two doors from  Houston-streot, whors he im:‘n.vh
to heal by the apostolic method of laying on of hands, all porsons whe
call on him for that purpose.

A Family Schoo! at Jamestown, Chautauque Co.

Where a pleasant home is furnished, and the hest discipline for
the developiment of all the facultios in pupils of all wres and }ru‘h
sexes.  Fael is led to think for himself and express his own idea,
and no tasks are assigned to be committed to memory.  The ness
year commences Monday, May 2, but pupils will be redeived at any
time.  Ferms, $4 per week, $3 per term for books and stationery, v
of library and periodicenls. 0. . Winsaroy, M. 1., Principal.

aan

Dr. Orrox agrees with the mode of treatment recommended, but
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INSANITY STATISTICS.

Diar Friexp: 1 have received from the Secretaries of State for
Ohid, Massachuseits, New Hampshire, Maine, New York and Connec-
ticut, all the back reports of insanity they could furnish, from which
T have made the following extract, which, perhaps, may in some de-
gree refute the charge so often urged, that Spiritualism is filling our
Insane Asylums : .
CAUSES OF INSANITY FOR 18568,

Relg  Sp'm Total Totals to ?68 for Relg  Sp'm Total

S j Northern Ohio. .12 3 123 4 years 23 21 549
= - Southern Ohio.. 7 3 116 1 7 2 116
C |Central Ohio~...24 8% 172 10 « 200  18* 1939
Total Ohio ..... 43 8 411 229 41 2604

g ( Northampton .. 1 1 228 1« 1 1 298
2 + Taunton....... 9 3 223 5 46 15 1112
= { Worcester . ... - 2 307 10 ¢ 120 25 2694
Total Mass.....10 6 758 167 41 4034
New Hampshire .... 3 - 76 3 « 18 7 268
Maine ............. 12 3 126 AR 16 7 270
New York. No statement for 1858 3 « 3 - 762
Connecticut ¢ “ “ou 10 « 78 14 1502
Totals ......... 6 17 1371 516 110 9430
Massachusetts for 25 years ending 1858............ 299 25 516

*Various excitements.

TLis abstract has been made with great care.  Itis accurate, except-
ing that in Central Ohio. There being no column for Spiritualism, I
have put the item “ various excitements’” to that score.

—Spiritual Age. I am your brother, JINO. MAYHEW.

What have the good people who resort to the insanity-
scareerow, to say to these figures? Not one quarter us many
Spiritualists of the modern school have become insane during
the excitement attending the introduction of modern Spiritual-
ism, as there have of the old school. But the question arises,
What school prepared these people to become lunatics?  This
can not certainly be charged to modern Spiritualism, for this
is only about ten years old, And these insane people are gene-
rally from thirty to eighty years of age.. The conditions which
belong to the insanity of an individual can not be crowded into
ten years. It takes more than ten years to make a person in-
sane. 'The causes date back, perhaps, generations ; its antece-
dents are always before birth, except when it is produced by
physical in juries. Inthis view of the case, who that is fair and
willing that the whole truth should be known, can say that mod-
ern SPh'itn._::};ém s veen e Causé or L8
sanity ? Bverybody knows that many people are predisposed
to insanity, and that certain things, subjects, or teachings,
whether true or false, are equally liable to develop the insanity
which is in them, into tangible form. e desire that all these
and other pertinent considerations should be taken fairly into
the case, before judgment is rendered against modern Spiritu-
alism as the cause of any insanity.

Bat to those indiscreet people who are under the hallucination
that they are doing God and humanity service, by charging all
the sins of the people, including insanity, to the account of
modern Spiritualism, we say: IHold—examine the subject,
reflect, and afterward speak ; and we doubt not that you
will utter more wisdom, and then we can listen with de-
vout attention. ,

We wish here to say, respecting the reports of our -insane
asylums, that these reports are generally made up by the su-
perintendents who are prejudiced against modern Spiritualisin,
and who, in a greater or less degree; owe their continuance in
office to making their reports pander to popular bigotry, at
the expense of truth, and especially of modern Spiritualism ;

. and lere is a large margin of insanity which should really be
charged to other causes, to he kept in mind.

The clamor of the old church and the rabble to crucify the
truth instead of the thicef, is just as virulent to-day as it was
cighteen hundred years ago. Those of this plane of haman
unfolding know no more what they are doing than they did in
olden times. They lick the rod that scourges them. TForgive,
forgive them !

Then, again, people generally talk and act more earnestly
when they are awakened to the stern realities of life, than
they do while in” their stupor and the monotony of a dead
faith, and for this cause their friends declare them erazy, and
send them to insane asylums.  If a convert to the liviug Spir-
itualisin exhibits more earnestness for its truth and uses, than
does a convert to the Spiritualism of the dead past, they think
he must be crazy.  "The fact is, the people are not aceustomed
to hiear any convert speak and act as if there were really any-
thing good in his profession, which should render him more
zealous in God-inspired endeavors for truth and humanity. 1f
Lie says or does anything more than thank God that he is <o

sala nanea of anv in.
T MEssem ey v Seeny o

much better than Lis neighbor, and prays that God may psy-
chologize him to think so ; in a word, if a man strips off his
coat, goes to work with his hands, heart, and moral skill, and
spends his money for the fartherance of truth and the good of
humanity, Nor sy, he is considered luny, and is sent to the
insane asylum. Teis spending his time and money for the
good of humanity, and this is proof positive of insanity to the
great proportion of human specimens of empty pretension

For the benefit of truth, righteousness, and human reform,
we ask the State Legislatures everywhere to make a law re-
guiring the superintendents and physicians to inquire into the
antecedent and immediate causes of insanity, and the forms of
it in every inmate of their respective asylums, and especially to
inquire into the constitutional cause or predisposition to insan-
ity, trace these back through as many generations as they
can ; the physieal and mental condition of their parents, and
especially their mothers previous to birth, and their treatment
when children, their education and religious training, their oec-
cupation, ete,, ete., and to write out the full history of each case,
and the exhibitions of the malady in any and all their rela-
tives, and its form in the patient, and also the treatment of
each case medically, physically, mentally, and religiously. We
believe there are antidotes to this awful malady, and we want the
facts in order to ascertain the mode of cure. In every case, if
there are any, where modern Spiritualism is the sole cause, we
will guarantee a speedy cure. In the cld technology, we will
cast out the devil, or devils, and infill the patient with common,
hut real solid, humanitarian and Godly sense.

CORPSE STORY—WHO ARE CREDULOUS?

The credulity of cvery person in this country has undoubt-
edly been challenged during the last year, by a wonderful
story which has gone, we believe, the entire round of the secu-
lar press, to the effect that a man and his wife quarreled, and
she threatened that if she died first, she would appear to
him bodily, etc. She died, and was buried, and after several
days she came to her husband bodily, and after delivering to
him her messaas from kingdom cemsg, her body dissolved into
a mass of corruption before him, ete. This story was verified
by what purported to be the oaths of several witnesses, and
the certificate of a justice that the witnesses were respectable,
credible persons, ete.

This story came to ws through the secular papers as a won-
derfud spiritual manifestation, and as such it hasbeen bandied
about from paper to paper, throughout tlhe country, as a veri-
table thing sworn fo/ .

When we first saw this story, we examined it thoroughly,
but found in it no internal marks of truth, and we had no ex-
perience or philosophy which rendered such a case probable, or
even possible. Notwithstanding, therefore, its pretended

word would give a clue te the origin of the stery, which T tegan to
feel was & hoax. I knew it was not French, and there my knowledge
of forcign languages rested, I applied to linguists, but no Danief
could decipher it. I thought of it all night, and the next day I went
to a neighboring village, and submitted it to the knowing oncs, but
no one-could reveal the secret. I started to go home, and on the
way, when not thinking about it, it appearcd as if some one told me
as distinctly as though I heard it with my ears, (which I did not,)
‘Read the word backward ;' then the humbug was transparent to
my mental sight—* A Big SpLr.’ I learned afterward thatdhere were
nu such persons at Grand Traverse as were mentioned in the story.”

It is a remarkable fact that all the deceptions attempted to
he palmed off as spiritual, hoth by pretentious friends and open
enemies of the cause, have been first discovered and exposed
by Spiritualists, and skepticism has helped us nothing ; it has
only boasted of fairness, skill, and wisdom, which it had not ;-
it has been ever credulous of mere wonder and folly, and skep-
tical of truth, use, and human integrity.

NEW PUBLICATIONS. .
By S. A. Rollo & Co., 29 Park Row, New York. * From Wall-street
to Cashmere,”” and ‘* A Popular Treatise on Gems.”’

Attracted by the how of a beautiful clipper ship, surmounted
by a globe, I entered a store. I was cordially received, and
told that some parts of this fast sailer were employed in rais-
ing and lowering hooks and others in emblematizing the book
trade. The idea is, that science and literature arc to waft anel
diffuse intellectual treasures as commerce does physical ones..
While I was there, many gentlemen came in, and the allegor-
ical meaning was explained, and the store shown to them as i%
had been to me.

The proprietor of the establishment told me that his intentior:
was to infuse new life into the book trade, and not to carry it
on in the stercotyped way it began to assume. As he said
this, he evidently felt and meant, and his whole countenance-
looked and expressed it to me.

On the capstan, serving as a table on which are deposited
the proof-sheets, circulars, and books just published, two works:
fixed my attention, one entitled, “ A Popular Treatise or
Gems,” in reference to their scientific value, a guide for the
teacher of natural sciences, the lapidary, jeweler, and ama-
teur, by Dr. L. Feuchtwanger. The other, “From Wall
street to Cashmere. A journal of five yearsin Asia, Africa,
and Eurdpe,” by J. B. Ireland ; with ncarly one hundred ik~
lustrations from sketches made on the spot by the author. It
also describes scenes of the recent mutinies in India, together

, with the author’s adventures in Afganistan and China.

¢+ If these two volumes graphically describe and illustrate what
is announced on their title page, they will prove not only
highly interesting, but instructive. The name of Feucht-
wanger is a sufficient gnarantee of the “ Treatise on Gems”™
e have not the pleasure of knowing the author of the travels-.

It occurs to us that 2 man, devoting his energy to publists
science and travel, the two main springs of civilization, must:

vouchers, and its attestations by oath, we pronocunced it un-
true, and we do not rcmember that any Spiritualist paper has!
endorsed it as true, or as having any probability. But it bas
been quite otherwise with those who are ever forward in charg-
ing Spiritnalists as unwarrantably credulous. It was enough
for them that the story was published in the ZTribune and
other papers, and cspecially that a purported justice and his
neighbors had made oath to it. What ! doubt what is in the |
papers with an oath attached to it! What presumption !
"Tis conclusive evidence of insanity.

Well, this falsehood seems to have been overruled for good.
God will make the work of his enemies to praise him. Many1
persons have been induced by this story to investigate Spirit-|
ualism, and have as readily found the truth as they would if
they had nof been brought to it through a lie. DBut we think
this fulschood has done its work, and we will give what infor-
mation we have of its origin and the untruthfulness of the
story. )

It was originatbd probably by an editor of a secular paper
in Grand Rapids, Mich,, and published in his paper under
the following title, “Lirserea” When it was copied into,
other papers, this uncouth title was omitted, and various other
more respectable titles placed over it.  'We never saw it pub-
lished under the above title.  But a correspondent, who is a
Spiritualist, and is in high official position in the State of Wis-
consin, wrote us, under date of Nov. 3, 1858, as follows :

It (the story) struck me very forcibly that a straightforward mat- ;
ter-of-fuct statement, giving an account of such occurrences, would |
not Le headed with a foreign word. I thouglt the translution of the

sueeeed ; for in a country like this, where (o inow and tc. ses*
is the universal motto of child, adult, and aged, failure wonlc:
be searcely possible.” There is no doubt in my mind that the:
books that will truly enlighten the world are yet to be writter:.
J. A WBISSE, M. Dr

Spirits at Thompsonville.

E. H,, a correspondent in Thompson, Ohio, writes us an ag-
count of interesting manifestations which occur there. A lady
medium is controlled to speak to the friends when they meet..
and she has on some occasions tricd to resist the influence:.
sometimes remaining outside, declining to join the circle, but
she is controlled against her will to do so, and to speak tm
them for what claims to be Spirits, and give cvidences thas
said claim is true.

Western Virginia.

We have received a letter, informing us that the good pew
ple of Dublin, Va., are becoming interested in Spiritualisng,.
and are desirous that mmediums and lecturers should visit
them.

Oneida County. .

Mrs. Miller, wife of Mr. Charles E. Miller, of Boonville.,
N. Y, died in Middletown, Conn., April 1, the day she was
forty-one years of age.  She was & member of the Congrega-
tional Churely, and had cujoyed the Spiritualist’s philosophy,
and had been a medium for three years past.  She found muchy
consolation in sweet communion with the Spirits of two lovely
children, who had gone before her to the Spirit-reahm.

g5~ The Rev. Thomas L. Harris sails for Liverpool in the

steamer Jura, on the Sth of May. Ilis wife goes out with him.. |
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TWexr—“If ye then be risen with Chrizt, seek those things which are above.” Col. 3 : 1.

There can be but little difficulty in understanding the Apostle’s mean-

Eng in this place. He has heen speaking of those who were buried with
Christ in haptism—ihose who were dead with him from the rudiments of
the world. Now, proceeding with the association of ideas, he speaks of
those who are risen or were raised with Christ. Those having entered
into spiritual relations with Jesus are called upon to live on the same api-
ritual plane with their risen and ascended Lord. o exhorts them to et
Zheir aflections on things above, not on things on tho earth ; hy which an-
dithesis I understand the contrast hetween the good and the evil, the pure
:and the impure—the estimates which are according to the standard of the
Tisen Chrisi, and the estimates which arc according to the standards of our
.evil affections and desires. I do not understand the literal heaven and
-earth to Dbe referred to here, but I repeat, estimates {from above as com-
-pared with estimates from below, of good as contrasted with evil.

. H ye be risen with Christ, live in the same plane with Christ; live and
smove in the same atmosphere—in the very spirit of Christ, This was an
.exhortation fitted to those early Christians then, and it is our exhortation
fitted to Christians now ; but I wish, especially in this discourse, to call
attention to the peculiar suggestiveness of these words: “If ye then e
yisen with Christ.” Whether we interpret this as referring 1o the external
significance of the act of baptism, or to an internal experience and assimi-
lation, it cerfainly indicates a resurrcction inthe present tense, and among
#he present conditions of existence, and suggests the spiritual and instant
ignificancy of our Saviour’s reswrection.

‘These, then, open before us those practical points which, upon this Easter
Sunday, I propose to urge. This, I repeat, is the general proposition which
38 bosed upon the words of the text— the most essential element in
“Christ’s resarrection, the most essential element in what may be called the
reswrrection of any man, is spirifual in its chief result. No matter where
you place the resurrection, or with what mode you may arive at it, its
.chief result is the up-rising and victory of the soul.

No man has ever drawn aside the veil of the future life, so that we could
Yook full upon its realities ; for although Christ spoke of it as a truth, and
demonstrated it as a fact, hie left its chiof features hidden in their own
‘grand shadow. We look to-day info his open sepulcher, and see angels
sitting there, but we hehold nothing distinctly beyond that point of vision.
“Yet in all the shapings of our fancy, in all the conclusions of our reason,
«owr most essential idea of the immortal state, is that it is a spiritual condi-
‘tion, a mode of existence in wlich we ave freed from the despotism of the
flesh. We believe that there we shall discern absolute truth with clear
wision, and that there we shall neither linger for appetite nor halt for repose.

Our language shall be epeceh of action. There we shall know even as
-we are known; there we shall see the great and good whom death took
‘tong ago—now the beatified over whom death has no power. There shall
wwe co mmune with Christ, not through the distance of time or the perplex-
jties of interpretation, but face to face. There no anxiety shall trouble
wour worship, no doubt overcast our faith, for we shall bathe ia the stream
«of uncreated Being, and dwell in the eternal noon of God. Now, there is
such a thing, to be sure, as conceiving a future state, an immortal state
100 exclusively spiritual. We may define it away until i¢ means nothing
at all, until we leave man nothing through which or on which his spirit
«can act 3 and you must remember that sometimes the most intense spirit-
wualizm is really the most gross materialism, and comes around to the same
point by the minutcness of its details and the very elaboratencse of its
spiritualisn.  But while we should not speak of the immorial state as too
exclusively epiritual, still with that state into which the resurrection iniro-
duces us, we must associate all that implies deliverance from sensual
firailty and blindness. Whatever may be its external scenery, its surround-
ing glories, these accessories will derive their harmony and their splendor
not so much from any intrinsic qualities as from the light in which each
soul shall perceive them. Set & man any where, in this world or any
other, and the same place can not be the same place to the sinner as to the
wainted being.

Now I proceed to observe that out of the doctrine of the essential
apirituality of the resurrection state, grows another proposition ;
namaly, that the essential resurrection may take place even now, and
among existing conditions. My friends, the great crises of man’s ex-
istence do not consist primarily in changes of place, or of external
fortune, but in changes of state or inward condition. Any one of
‘you can verify this from his own experience, if he will. How com-
mon it is for a man to say, ‘I feel just as young as ever! The pulses
of enjoyment are as quick with me as when I wasa boy ; nature looks
to me as beautiful as ever ; and my heart beats in sympathy to-day
with all this fresh-springing life ; and my faculties throb in accord-
ance with the budding trees, and the bright sunshine, and the grow-
ing grass; I fecl just as young as ever.”” Now, insaying this, aman
virtually confesses that fading complexion, wrinkles and gray hairs
Jdo not make any change in the real substance and quality of his
being ; and oftentimes, were it not for some sharp intimations exter-
nal to ourselves, we should nobrealize that we are growing old. We
are often reminded by this, rather than by any interior consciousness.
Yet a man of the most serene outward conditions ; a man with whom
time has dealt most gently, will find, if he will carefully examine,
that he hes changed. VPerhaps he can not tell precisely when he
passcd from boyhood to manhood, but he does not takea boy’s views
of life any more. The most frivolous being does not make life
mercely a play-day, or o game with toys.

There are shadows on his thoughts that never lay there in boy-
hood ; shadows of great realities, that, like the shadows of moun-
tains to which we are getting nearer, throw themselves over the soul.
His soul has another lens. He sees farther into the future, and his
vision takes a wider range. It isso with every man, no matter how
limjted his education, how cramped his conditions. No man passes
from the stage of his youth into the period of manhood, without
seeing things differently, or looking at them from a different point
of view ; and it is no compliment to a man to say that he is just the
same at forty years of age that he was at twenty. What! bas he
gone through all these changes of life, has he stood at the marriage
altar, and beside the death-bed. near life’s light and darkness, its
great mysteries, and known its cares and responsibilities? I ask’ is
it possible that any one can go through all these changes, and the
spiritual depths of his being be unmoved and unaltered ?

The real crises of & man’s being are not in any change of outward
fortune, but in whatever has made him a different being ; whatever
has elevatcd or depressed the tide-mark of Jhis thought. These
changes may come to us suddenly ; a change may come in a moment,
producing more enduring results to us as human beings, than the
long passage of years. The conviction, the resolution, the sorrow of
a moment, may produce a greater change, radically, essentially, than
the passage of years. For instance, when some great truth has
flashed -upon the soul. Do you not fecl such a change sometimes
when you have been reading the Bible, or hearing the uttered word,
or have been somehow brought into communication with any great
truth, flashing upon your soul likea star in the heavens, and ex-
plaining numerous things which have troubled you all your life, lift-
ing darkness from your intellect, showing you the face of God, re-
venaling the attitude of Jesus Christ toward you, and making you see
your own soul; making you a different man, producing the change of
years by cne sharp jet of truth. So there is a transfiguring power in
great and sudden resolutions, when a man raises himself up to a sa
cred purpose, takes hold of work from which he has shrunk.

What 2 changed man is he! Then things that were once so stub-
born, come plastic to his hands; and the rim of pessibilities, so nar-
row and rigid, widens and stretohes far away, and he stands in a dif-
ferent universe. Oh, I need not ask many of you if sorrow does not
make different beings of you. Who has ever looked out in a great be-
reavement without saying it i3 a new world to him now—a world, per-
haps, grown tasteless and worthiess, because his loves, following the
gravitation of his grief, cling in the darkness of the grave; or it may
be a world grown grander and more significant, because he has looked
up into the immensities of God’s purpesc, and with the planetary
sweep of faith. I sayin either instance he ischanged. Whatever the
impulses may have been, for good or evil, it has made a different man
of him. It is a terrible possibility to hear of a man’s going on for
years in the path of uprightness and respeciability, and then in a mo-
ment some great sin trips him up, and away he goes, and he is en-
tirely a different man after that.

Outward events only furnish occasions for changes. The real crices
is the alteration of inward condition, and is marked by the position of
the thoughts and movements of the will. It must be plain to you,
therefore, iny hearers, that the vast moral change which Christ’s truth
and spirit produce in the soul of a man is potentially and actually the
resurrection of that soul, and it may take place even here and now.
Why, look at those early disciples of Jesus, at the change that came
upon them all—Peter, James, and John—with no wider world than
Galilee, and a fisher’s boat for a theater of action—what a change
was wrought in them when the lowly stranger came and taught them
words of divine wisdom, and lifted them up by his holy and gentle
spirit! Then fell from the eyes of Peter the scales of Jewish conceit,
and he saw ihat nothing is common or unclean. John looked beyond
the vision of the present, had the apocalyptic sight, and saw the New
Jerusalem coming down out of heavem. And those lowly men went
forth with a power that was to shape and change the world; a power
that was to survive when all existing kingdoms shall have passed
away, and thrones and principalities have tottered and crumbled into
dust. Think of the power that came over the Jew or the Pagan when
Christianity first came to him; think of thosze Romans to whom Paul
wrote, and those members of the Church at Collosse to whom he ad-
dressed the words of the text; think how, as they were buried with
Christ in baptism, and an apprehension of his spirit and truth came
from the cercments of their sins, what a resurrection it was. It con-
veyed the essential significance of Christ’s resurrection. My friends,
that same resurrection takes place now, when from sinfulness, selfish-
ness and indifference we wake to spiritual realities, and live as though
heaven were around us and God present. Now, of course I do not
deny the experiences of the future world; I do not deny its different
conditions in some respects; but we must not draw too sharp a line
between this present world and another. Innumerable errors have
grown out of that conception. We must not think too much of death;
death’s narrow bridge, over which Christ walked in coronation robes;
over which martyrs passed in glorious procession. Death in itself is
a mere physical change after all, and we must not make too much of
it. Any experience that a man may have in this world or any other,
can hardly be greater than when over his dead soul there moves a
divine influence, and in him is quickened holy aspirations: when he
stirs in the grave clothes of evil habit, breaks the bands of wicked
will; when he leaps from the sarcophagus of sensual indulgence, and

comes into spiritual light. When the familiar earth shines in thg

brightness of immortal sanction, and faith tears away the veil of the
Unseen, and he realizes that he is a denizen of eternity and a child of
God, then is there indeed a resurrection from the dead.

Now I do not consider this matter merely figuratively: 1 am not
elaborating a fancy. This is not merely a symhol of the actual res-
urection. It is the main point in that resurection. It is the main
point for a man to rise from his sins and his selfishness, his ignorance,
and doubt, and fear, inio the spiritual truth of Jesus Christ.

Now, we know but liitle of the details of a future life. Some people
are very curious about it, and are anxious to look through every
cranny into ihat world; to have a topographical description of those
spheres, and get knowledge of all its modes of being. Dut from the
very fact that Christ said but little about these things, I infer that they
arc not essential; they are not the main point in the sysiem of the
immortal world. What Christ said bears upon the conditions of the
soul, and not on these external surroundings; and for my part, I feel
that it is as well that we do not have any microscopic intelligence of
that hidden realm; but while the grand whole has becn revesaled to the
telescope of faith, much has been left for imagination and for hope.
To me there is something thrilling and exalting in the thought that
we nre drifting forward into a splendid mystery—into something that
no mortal eye has yet seen, no intelligence has yet declared. There
is something inspiring in this very expectation of a new and strange ex-
peridnce; in the wonder as to the new way, and the new forms, which
it seems fo me, is better for us than if we knew it all now. I think we
know all that is necessary; that ihe escential thing in the resurrection
is not the scenery or the method, but the uplifting of the human spirit
from sensuality and sin. It is a change of state, rather than a change
of place.

The old similie of the butterfly and the crysalis I never thought a
very forcible one, so far as it is used as an argument in proof of an-
other world; but take it in another view, and I think it is one of the
most astonishing analogies, one of the most astonishing proofs of im-
mortality you can furnish. The sages of the ancient world had about
as many natural arguments for immortality as we have. The human
intellect struck atlan carly period upon the great points of analogy.
And when they took up this beautiful similie of the Dutterfly, they
taught a great truth, though, I repeat, they did not prove the existence
of another world by it, but of another state. Look at it; the butterfly
is in the same world as the worm from which the butterfly is evolved;
but oh how changed, because of the new capacities unfolded in its own
being! So the resurrection of man may be regarded as the unfolding
of inner capacities, the development of his spiritual being, rather than
o translation to some distant sphere. The wings may be growing in
his soul all the while which shall spread when he bursts the crysalis of
the grave; and when that crysalis bursts, he may find himself in no
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thus a man max find himself in another world in two ways. He
canfind himself in another world by going to a different quarter of the
universe, or by seeing this world in new lights and relations. I do
not say this is so, but simply that it may be so. It may be so, and it
may not be so; we do not know anything about these details of the im~
mortal life. They should be left where they belong, in the region of
speculation. Dut what I say is, that it might be so, and yet all the
essentials of the resurrection and of immortality be fulfilled. Let me
further observe, that I am not refining away a literal fact.

I do not deny a literal resurrection or rising from the dead ; I do
not deny there is a great change to come ; I do not hold the old her
esy of the resursection as a past event. When I say it is essentially
present, I mean that the substance and significanee of the resurrection
is spiritual. I would not deny any great truth that breaks upon us
with the dawn of this Easter morning. My heart throbs in unison
with rejoicing Christendom to-day. I do not deny that thereis a
fairer region into which we shall enter through the doors of tle
grave. God forbid! I have already said that the expectation of new
realitics of glories that eye hath not seen nor car heard, is full of in-
spiration for us. Let the best hopes we have be indulged, the noblest
conceptions we have formed of that future state be cherished by us
still. Letthe intellect anticipate a condition when, frecd from the
limitations of our mortality, it shall drink from the springs of inte-
rior wisdom, and with its wings of thought beat upward through
trackless paths of mystery. Let afiliction cling to the hope that its
most tender and solemn dreams shall break into reality, that the de-
parted ones shall come {o it again ; and their remembered faces, glo-
rificd yet the same, shall beam upon it when all carth’s best relation-
ship shall have become angelic, and love shall wear a crown of amu
ranth. Let faith look forward still with steady vision : for there is a
rest for those who have prayed, and toiled and suffercd. But ] say
that the true life, the essential life of heaven, the power which Jesus
bore triumplant from the sepulcher, first breaks upon us when we
rise from sense and sin, and go forth with transcendant vision and
unworldly aims.

If T have interpreted the suggestions of the text aright, we come
finally to consider some of the characteristics of 4 man who has really
attained that spiritual resurrection. First, then, 1 say, he hus a new
life; within his nature there is a new elcment of being. It was not
a mere figure of speech that Christ used; it was one of the most
wonderful things he ever said -one of those utterances we can study
through eternity, and still find something new in it all the while, It
was not a mere tigure of speech when he said that he came ¢ that
men might have life, and have it more abundantly.”’
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recognize the Spirit. My hand was then cramped and drawn
into an unnatural position. Still she could not tell who it
was; then the inside of the hand became swollen and inflamed.
She then recognized her as the Spirit of a sister that used to
be badly afflicted with salt rheum,and which used to affect her
hands in the same way that mine were affected. The next
morning she came again, producing ridges on the back of one
of my lLandg, which were quite painful. The ridges were
white, the creases between ‘them quite red, looking like the
ridges and eracks produced by salt rheum. It could not bave
been imagination, for six or seven persons saw it in broad day-
light ; and imagination could not produce ridges on a person’s
hand that would last half a day before they disappeared.
Some may call it mesmerism or psychology, but I never was
mesmerized or psychologized in my life; and if I ever had
been, whose will could be strong enough to cause ridges on a
person’s flesh ?  Some may say I got it from the minds of the
friends; but it must be remembered that they did not know
who the Spirit was, till she came in such a way that they could
not fail to recognize her. This is but a solitary instance
among many, and I feel, and do know, that they were produced
by no other power than by the one that claims to produce
them.

I have occasionally a communication, and will send you one
I have lately received from my father, Rev. T. J. Smith, who
has been an inhabitant of the higher spheres for almost three
years. He was an earnest worker for spiritual truth while on
the earth; but though he has left the scene of his faithful
labors, yet he now says, )

¢ Upward soaring, lo! my pinions
Glisten 'neath the rising sun ;

And although my earth-life’s ended,
My true mission’s just begun.””

And I know that wherever his voice can find utterance,
there it will be heard bearing testimony to the truth. He in
common with many of the early advocates of Spiritualism,
suffered much from persecution. - Yet opposition had so much
died, away before he left the earth-form, that had he had ten
tongues, he could have used them all.

Our family have taken the TELEGRAPH ever since it started,
with the exception of a short time. We like it very much,
and think it keeps up to its original standard as well as any
spiritual paper that has ever been published. I am glad tosee
that the chaff that has infested Spiritualism is being sifted
from the wheat. Persons that will attempt to deceive in re-
gard to things 80 near and dear to us all, would sell their
souls for gold, and arc worse than robbers and murderers.
With best wishes for your future prosperity, and a sincere de-

sire for the progress of spiritual light, I am truly yours,
8, HELEN LEWIS,
THE TWO ANGELS.

Two angels by my bedside stand,

And point with eager, outstretched hands,
Toward the shimmering light

That o’¢r the hill-top faintly gleams,

And pours its pure celestinl stream
Upon my opening sight.

And like the stars that, fair and free,-
Shone brightly on blue Galilee
With soft offulgent glow,
This light shall stronger, clearer shine;
And send its streams of tryth divine
In one continuous flowy

Yet still the angels by m!' stand,
Aud point toward the beauteous land
WhereSshines a clearer light
Than ever mortal eyes beheld,
Or ever mortal bosoms filled,
With new and strange delight.

Alown life's darksome stream we glide,
And stil) the angels, by our side,
With watchiful care attend o
Our crring footsteps, as they stray
Along the dark tempestuous way
Where thorns with roses blcmi.

Though sorrow's sad and sickening draught
With silent horror stili we quafy,

And not one cheering ray
Shines through the deep and darkening gloom ;
Yet these two angels, from the tomb

Shall roll the stone away,

For one is Truth, the mighty One
‘Whose scintillations, like the sun,
Shed light on all around,
And life immortal—he who stands,
And points toward the bottor land
Where peace and love abound.
8. H. Lxwms, Medium.

T. J. BMTTR,

JUDGE EDMONDS ON SPIRITUALISM. II
THE CIRCLES.
Since Judge Edmonds’ second letter to the Tribune was put in type
(which will be found commencing on the first page), the third has
been published, which we hasten to lay before our readers as fol-
lows :
Sir—I devote this paper to the circles and the conditions
best adapted to the due manifestation of the Spirit-power.
But as it happens that some are already induced by these
papers to investigate the matter, I ought to utter a word or
two of caution,
In the first place, then, I remark, that the evidence is gen-
erally so personal in its character that it is quite impractica-
ble for any one to convey it to another as vividly and forcibly
as it is realized by him who receives it directly. Thus, when
my person is touched, I can know it certainly, but no language
that I can use cau convey to others thesame realizing sense
that I have of the fact. And so when my secret thought is
revealed, or something is said that is known only to me, and
oue who is decad, it is quite out of the question that I can
make any one kunow the fact as unmistakably as I know it.
And we are thus warned to be patient with those who are
obliged 1o receive our testimony instead of obtaining it for
themselves ; and are admonished not to be too ready to re-
ceive that of others, especially when the direct evidence is so
attainable by all.

In the second place, I remark, sogreat is the variety of
forms in which the manifestations come, that we can not safely
reach a conclusion until after long and patient investigation.
I was over two years investigating before I became a believer,
and even now, after more than cight years’ experience, I find I
am all the time learning something new. Six,or twice or
thrice six times beholding it, ought not to suffice. Let me il-
lustrate: I once had a Reverend Bishop at my house, who
witnessed the manifestations for several hours, and apparently
to his satisfaction, till I asked him how he knew that all he
had heard had not come from the mind of the medium ? So
the medical professors at Buffalo, after a few sittings, attrib-
uted it to the toe or knee joints of the medium, while a little
patience would have shown them the power displaying itself by
ringing a bell. The Harvard Professors, after five or six in-
terviews, pronounced it injurious to virtue, when they had not
beheld enough to determine that it existed, much less to kuow
what it taught. How much even of my eight volumes of
manuseript—the record of enly three years’ research—could
have been rapped out, letter by letter, in half a dozen sit-
tings! And Professor Faraday would not have ascribed the
movement of the table to the magnetism of the hand resting
on it, i™he had only waited long enough to see it move without
a hand touching it. Such hasty conclusions are always pain-
ful to me, and are never, in my opinion, safe.

But to come to the circles.

In the earlier stages of investigation, the assemblage of a
few persons—from four to twelve—is very advantageous, and
often necessary. It is now as it was of old—where two or
three arc gathered together, that the Spirit-power can most
readily descend in their midst. It was when four were to-
gether that Moses and Elias appeared again ou earth, and it
is now of common occurrence that a“ Circle" of a few persons
greatly aids the manifestations.

It is gencrally best to have an equal number of both sexes ;
and the advent of the power is often hastened by taking hold
of hands or laying them on a table.

It often occcurs that the display of power is interrupted by
the withdrawal or addition of some one after the manifesta-
tions begin.

So, too, it is not a little advantageous that all the circle
should have a calm, gentle and devout fecling; and hence it is
that music and prayer are always beneficial, and sometimes
indispensable.

Now, why is this? Who can tell so long as we are as igno-
rant as we are, of what is the power that is at work ?

We know a little—a very little~-about it, and until science
shall aid us with its rescarches, it is almost idle to speculato
about it. But what we do know may as well be stated.

Electricity is one element used. 'This we know from vari-
ous cxperimeuts, and the use of an clectric machine has at
times been serviceable.

Maguctisim, both aniv al and mineral, is anotler. Some-

times the use of a large magnet has hastened the display, 28
has the presence of those who possess much animal mag-
netism.

But there}is something more than these elements, and
among other things is that which the German writer Reichen-
bach ealls Od or Odic force. This is an extremely subtle
fluid—invisible to most persons—which is emitted by the mag-
net, by crystals and by the human body, being the produet, in
the latter, of the cliemical action of respiration, digestion and
decomposition. I have myself beheld it issuing from both
ends of a magnet, and forcing itself out, like a pale, shadowy
smoke, from under its armature. I have seen it issue from the
human head and fingers. On one occasion I saw it so plainly
thatin a dark rcom I saw my own hand in that which issued
from the head of the person who stood by my side.

It is that which artists have so long been painting around
the heads of their saints and glorified ones.

It is ever, as I understand it, generating in the human form,
and its natural flow can be disturbed or interrupted by strong
emotion.

As we can see electricity and magnetism only by their ef-
fects, so we often know of the existence of this element only
by the distress which its interruption causes.

I bave tried very hard to learn more about this, but the
answer to my inquiries has been, that science must discover it,
and that until it does, it will be in vain to attempt to describe
it to me. Something has, however, been done to enlighten
me a little. On one occasion, through a very reliable medium,
was displayed the manner in which ponderable objects weve-
moved. I published the account of it in the appendix to my
first volume on “ Spiritualism.” On another occasion I saw-
the process of preparing a circle for manifestations. From
each member of it, I saw a stream of s fluid issue, and
slowly ascend to the ceiling. At the same time, from the
surrounding Spirits, I saw similar streamsissue, but in greater
quantities and with more force. The streams united and gra-
dually filled the room from the ceiling down, as smoke would.
I could trace it in its gradual descent by the pictures on my
wall and the books on my shelves, and I observed that as soon
as it descended so far as to envelop the heads and breasts of
the circle, the medium was influenced, and the manifestations
began.

This is as far as my knowledge extends; and how earnestly
I wish that they who, from their scientific attainments, are
far better fitted than I am for the investigation, would pursue
the subject to a better understanding of this mighty and mys-
terious power.

But from what we do know it is easy to see how important
the topic of ¢ conditions  is, and how easily they can be dis-
turbed when even emotion can affect them.

The investigator, to be successful, must not only himself be
in a proper condition, but he must conform to those which ex-
perience has shown to be necessary. This is a stumbling-block
with many, but surely it ought not to be. How can we see
without being in a condition to have light, or hear without a
condition fit for the transmission of sounds ?

And as to his own condition, of ove thing the investigator
may be assured, and that is, he will be most successful when
he approaches the subject with a feeling of devout and solemn
reverence. And why not ? He is talking face to face with im-
mortality. He is, while yet iu the mortal frame, communing
with the Spirit, holy and divine. And now, as of old, it can
not “ do many mighty works because of unbelief.” Aud to the

question, “ Why could we not cast him out ? the answer is,
as of old, *“ Because of your unbelief, for verily I say usto

you, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard-sced ye shall say
unto this mountain, remove hence to younder place and it shall
remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Howbeit
this kind gocth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

April 13, 1859, J. W. Epvoxnns.

P. 8.—You are right in suppesing that I am not willing to
coter into any controversy on this subject. The object of
these papers is to state the testimony and the deductions
which flow from it. If my deductions arc not satisfactory, let
cach draw his own, If my testimony will ot answer, let each
seck for himsclf. My purpose will be attzined wien I get
people to look for themselves, and not take any one's word for

it, either for or agaiust.







