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’ voluntarily on her port. 1 reserve the-e to be spoken of Lcre- 
liter b it th > digrcisi ;, shcuid become t . ki.iihy , here is 

. one, however, which it seems to be necessary '.■> mention in 
| this place. One morning, having just arisen from her bed

and being fully awake, the g'ri had said, ‘1 Laie been all 
night with a LMr-d' h’j.- (deuu-p.astre^ and I ought to hare :'.' 
Madam S- teen examined her cb •<; n . tuiind such a 
coin musing. Doubtless the child had risen during the night 
and committed .n her sleep this pent larceny. -f which the rc- 
membrance remained like that of a dream. She and Madam 
S-- slept in the tame room. Madam S-------- then said to 
her, " So, so ’ it is they who have taken from me that half-dol
lar. and they must rcMore it t" me." Then in an instant the 

. girl fell into a kind of trance, and concealing with care the 
I movements of her hand*, she seemed to like from her shoe, 

or perhaps from her slocking (she sometimes slept with her 
I stockings on), the reclaimed half-dollar, and handed it back to

Madam S----- without any mora « wow ay- 1 •■ f a •■ * *® 
see by this, and by what we shall say hereafter, that we were 
on our guard respecting what the girl was capable of doing, 
whether voluntarily or seemingly under foreign influence. 
We will now return from this digression.

i utvNr the bed. continued her monologue m those words: 
• i i-: ' -.. r । n- vv,- will steal You will tell Alice and 
i--  /. . \ : - rotated to the family of Mr. L——. who 
l.wJ ’ii h ■ si:u* house with u*. and who during their hie
: in.- nad a gmt love of money) to come, and we will steal also 
at Mr. L ■'. He Las a box which is complete (or full,

• t ..'i. ind son:, .uies is in halves (o mottit). It is kept 
locked, but he sometimes forgets the key. Let us go and 
see."

Uber s lying these words the somnambulist came forth from 
her hdn-j-p.-ce and went into the room of Mr. L------.and 
v., f UowvJ ’ " r. She tried the drawers of a bureau, but could 
n-t open '.hem "You see it is locked, but sometimes he 
leaves the key, then we will come and steal.*’

I h> r. retracing her steps, she came again to the room of 
Madam S------ . we being all the while at her heels : and see
ing a sick I. iy c - :> eg whom we had left in the first chamber, 
she drew u n.1. • . ug. " See, H------ , who com-s' L-t us 
give her too n ’ • p-M." She stood still, turning her back as 
if she dreaded to be discovered ; but here also, as elsewhere, 
our presence did not serin to annoy her.

Finally she returned to the room where she first lost con
sciousness of our presence There, approaching a table on 
which was lying a p>ck of dominoes, with which she .some
times amused herself, ah-' called her invisible comrade saying, 
“Come. .' -, us play dominors," and she commenced playing 
herself for the two. I thought I would save her half the 
'rJi,Uv . and I purposely laid down one of a wrong number. 
•• See, cne has put a five for a six. Haven't you a six ■ Very 
well, draw,’’ and her own hand performed the office indicated. 
The pieces played by the somnambulist were well joined; 
however, when 1 laid down a piece in two instances, she drew 
back her band without saying any thing, as if she were an
n- yed by some obstacle that was in the wav.

Pretty soon she left the table, saying, •'You are a stupid 
girl, you don't know how to play, and you cheat." She went 
some steps to sent herself, thus approaching our presence, and 
when we wen about to withdraw from her she expressed the 
desire to be a waked. That being done, every thing indicated 
her complete forgetfulness of what had occurred. Then 
searching iu her pocket, she complained that she missed her 
ear-drop*. That evidently was ail she knew. We observed 
that she had not the three little pieces of money which had 
been given her at the commencement of the sitting, nor had 
she the half-dollar, nor the brooch. We sent lu r out upon 
in errand hi order that we might in her absence examine all

temptation which might have caused bigots to nay that we 
were *o th* pt' s' nee o( the devil. Madam S-----  again said 
to her, " / < a is me they wish to rob. I permit them, provided 
thev fob only Div. and ukc from me nothing but money.” 
The sleeper still *cem»d to t«»i*t, but it soon became evident 
that sb* yielded- '^ie pasaed Wo* the room of Madam S------ , 
which wav also hem, and went toward the closet, which she 
opened, ami then pulled out a drawer, among the diverse con. 
t^ , :’ wnxh she searched pretty thoroughly without finding 
the coveted object. She took a porte-mwai-', but could not 
opei. t Madam S------ then dropped a half-dollar against 
tl“i hid of the seeker, which she immediately seized, but 
without appearing to notice what was passing before and 
wound her, iieiiner the full of the money nor our close prox-
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We were then five in number. In a few seconds the
child passed into the abnormal state, and certainly without the 
agency, at least voluntary, of any one of uh this time. As 
soon as I saw her hands move, I slipped under the table, 
where I soon saw her hands descend and grope about at if to 
seize something in the air, and this motion was accompanied
by the medium with these words, - But

i,•.) to her seemed to excite her attention. Finding nothing 
rhiCi .n look a fancy, or perhaps being .satisfied (forWe
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which I was Hi like manner hidden under the table. Could I 
have been thus an obstacle !

Being questioned, the medium responded that the little thief 
had a wry countenance and crooked figure ; and she added 
that it "'as a little girl connected with the family ol Madam 
§____ . The latter said she recognized her as one o| her
cousins, dead nearly twenty years, and who at the time of her 
ih-re’ise wav twelve rears old. She died with convulsions,

* (mreorre^ onden’. here give- a diagram of the brooch It in in 
the dup' <d » deeply indebted o*k-leaf, an inch And u quarter wide at 
the aides’- part aud an inch and three quartern long

directly in her face. The somnambulist »<.mul t>> talk with 
another—with Alice perhaps—to whom she said, “ Give it to 
me quick, before she cornea." On her account the other—the 
thieving Spirit—was doubtless delaying her vhit. As she 
pronounced these words she quickly extended her right hand 
at a point between the table and the w all, about three or four 
inches below the top of the table, and consequently into tho 
shade, and almost immediately the band again arose with a 
package, which was neither enveloped nor tied together, but 
consisted uf jburtetn uyia: hiysuf diverse kinds, like those 
which I described in my previous letter. They measured at 
an average about four inches by five or six, and must have 
cost at least two dollars—that is to say, more than the young 
girl could have possessed at one time.

I ran to the opposite side of the table; I removed that end 
a little farther from the wall, and looked and passed my hand 
everywhere. Evidently the medium'^ hand had not extended 
to the point where the ends separate from each other by 
means of the groove*, and where, besides, I found nothing but 
dust, and the pictures were very clean. Nor wore they in the 
least crumpled, which would certainly not have been the case 
if they had been until then concealed in the girl's clothes. 
My examination completed, I took niy position, <Miidi!ig. di
rectly behind the medium. The three other personalso 
standing, were by the table at the left of the medium, and 
near her side ; but in the meanwhile the medium awoke.

That which is now to be related we can certify fully, and 
without doubt.

All preserving our places—the medium seated and we stand
ing—and having our eyes fixed upon the girl’s hands winch 
had resumed their place upon the table, with the palms down
ward, this is what we witnessed in the mr><( u.ir > ' 'xabh 
manner; for every thing was done slowly in this last phase of 
the ataiire, during which the medium continued perfectly 
awoke:

1 said to the girl, “ They have just given yon those pictures, 
but they have not returned the half-dollar which they have 
stolen, and they must now return it." Immediately, to the 
great surprise of the medium, and also somewhat to ours, her 
right hand slowly turned palm upward, at the sumo time that 
her arm performed an impulsive movement. These motions, 
though complex, were altogether analog; u^ to tlio'c which an 
sometimes produced by the will of a magnetizer, expressed 
or not, upon an impressible person. The hand then moved to 
the right until it came to the edge of the (able, and while the 
fingers were not fully extended, but were immovable, the 
whole band showed every appearance of rigidity, w hich, how
ever, I abstained from verifying this time. We then saw the 
hand descend three or four inches into the shadow caused by 
the edge of the table, and that by a movement of its own 
which was little dependent upon the extrusion of the arm. 
This immersion of the hand into the shade only continued 
about four seconds, during w hich the hand did not stop its mo
tion. and rose again with the same slowness, and showed us.
at the instant of its emersion from the darkness, the half-dol
lar lying in the palm, which had been continually kept up
ward, and to all appearance rigid, the lingers continually rc-
inaining in fixed positions. An impulsive movement then 
brought the arm over the table, and the hand slowly turning 
over, dropped the half-dollar at the foot of the chandelier. 
Then the hand became .suddenly' free, and resumed its place 
by the side of the left hand, which had not Mirr<-d. The me
dium stud she had felt " as though some one had drawn her 
band aside, and then dropped something heavy into it."

nor did iff 3<C th< h'tudi nt' the Spirit'.
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the tabic and the wall), touched nothing solid, and that there 
was no nook for any thing to be hidden in. i th. r in the tab’-? 
on the one hand, or in the wall on the other, and that !'it I : .^ 
tra> ./■’"dy i.i fl e air.

So far, then, every thing has been related with precision ; 
hut I tnuM omit nothing which in-.-y serve to cb t up th- 
question. Here, then, is what I promised in ait tally par: 
of this communication, and to confirm which time wus re
quired.

In the first place, I discovered that the child had bough', 
some pictures, medals, and books, though it dees t. •: seem 
possible that she could have commanded the sum necessary 
to purchase all we have seen. I will grant, then, that all Cue 
objects received at our k H.ccrinay have been previously p r- 
chascil, and one may conclude from this that the choice et 
these articles was the business of the medium, although she 
may have been influenced in this as she has been in many 
oilier ways. The character of those objects, then, proves 
nothing ; but let us proceed further.

Having told the child what I knew of her acts and u .'1 • - 
and having, while passing, even shown her lhe*stnrv w ..r. 
she hail made her purchases, she denied u ; but perhaps in 
this she was also subject to a foreign influence, by w hich she

tak« n from you fifteen cents, and they mint bring them back ," 
when Io' tho same hand, performing the same movements, 
and with the same slowness returned again and threw' down

seems to have been controlled on the next memiug.

•• Let them bring back also the brooch,” added 1 : and 
the same hand, with tho same docility , the sanm precision,

• Our correApondcnt. gives n dingram of ths position#, but thia we 
are obliged to omit, nod in ita place wo uko the liberty of aupplyiug a 
few words not in the original, for the purpose of making the descrip
tion clear
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stead of going directly to school, she went ami bought some
thing at the same store. She subsequently admitted that my 
accusation was just, but could only explain by saying. " 1 could 
not help it-'*

Coming together one night before the hour fixed f r our 
meeting, we wished to search her, as was our custom, and two 
persons [feminine] attempted to proceed to that task , but the 
sleeper manifested great opposition. She rolled upon the 
floor, and rendered the operation quite difficult. It was not 
insisted upon, but it was believed that she had a b'-. k cone, .li
ed in her clothes, and one was (bund in them some moments 
after on the sofa where she bad just laid down.

I testify, however, that in the-■ searching open.'. ms (■■’.<- 
:.'<-.< dr do ■ o ter) we have often enough had cause to be satisfied ; 
nevertheless, we should not neglect those precautions, which 
are always useful in experiments. 1 was put on my guard 
one day by the bookseller, who informed me that the i : i hod 
bought another book (turning again mil of her path us she was 
going to school). It was on the same day that she was to be 
(alien t<> a house where she had nut bt en before. I did not 
fail to cause her to be searched before her departure ; but me 
made a vigorous opposition, and threw herself mv» ,ui-’rmed 
chair where the hook was soon found, and which sip conceal
ed w hile she remained seated, but which she probably dropped 
out of her pocket. \\ hat she would have afterward done wnh 
this book under the severe examination at the commencement 
of Ihe te in.v, at the other house (the pockets never being for
gotten in such cases), is what I would much like to know. I 
do not think it should be doubted tint she was impressed in 
respect to this search, as she had always laughingly submitted 
to similar examinations at all the houses to winch we had con
ducted her. Perhaps, then, some invisible hand would have 
removed from her all causes of embarrassment, and it may be
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except 1:
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stealing " Previously the girl, 

had as it cvuld E.t be doubted. 
■' w.Ji Lw- been very repre- 
•ea jL "id that they were Ceue 
/ser-e d.e><- to be spekcu of here-

roster? t :•■ me." Th. a in si: instant the 
1 ..i trance, and concealing with care the 
uu...1-. she i.-- .,' . tj Lkv f;om i.- r shoe, 
r stack.ng (she -'.mei mr s slept with her 
rtta.mcd m..-! ..--r. rmd Lorded it back to 
.mt any mere cerer. . y The reader will

•.- st.J s'-efutj ;_• i--.-•. t,ut it s-.'.-n became wident 
tMed. She pa^acd into the room of Madam S----- . 

, also her»> aa^ weo£ t®**^ the closet which sue 
ii then puh'^d out a drawer, amn.g the diverse con. 

:-■ -'■ •“■'•; ?r' -7 thorough.}- Without finding
lie i neb-d c j"" She took a pcrtt-r.i :,. cm. but could not 

- - ■ ’L.nu S----- then dropped a hall-dollir against 
taw haad of tai. ".eker, which she immediately seized, but

12 U»
val/J her. I'C,;-,*! 
im.iv to her v'crm J 
wire to which Lt- !•

। notice what was parsing before and 
'.a- Lil of tb>: money nor our cL.-o- prox- 
'■> ext te her al'coiion. Finding nothing 
ok & fuicy.or perhaps being 53ti-lied (i< r 
(ha: !-.';•■ had aSu stolen a brooch) she

, cb.-ed Ihccl >-< ’, went into another room, 
d» j< .'.'/Ui t-ioAh-r: h<-.| with her no*eagainst
- » y. mat itai.ii'' ntr vn.it to the c 
;■ ioii<y. am! turned her hr id to one

ium»
care not to be d:

tone ver, ahjiost touch u
•*v« did riot annoy her

B under the bed eight OT tin inmutes in c ; ■ , - 
r invisible comrade. 3he spoke in a 
i if she had been far from the rars and 
Her m ><t frequently r^puated ami ; »-

ike the half-dollar don't take the
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year*) will perceil 
w ill curry it all b.w 

.me you can steal it."

Sho ran to her close
n air . . «inch she knew ahe put there. It was an ob- 

ci > '. which she sat’;, high value, as it had been given to 
7t. I: w-s a simple L-af in gold, of which this is the ap- 

.cv . n w nt oe uselul farther

-x;. ai.d spindLr.es is in halves (d mo;'r). It is kept 
locked, but in.- sometimes forgets the key. Let us go and 
see.”

Afier sari:..- these words the somnambulist came forth from 
her hiding-place and went into the room of Mr. L——. and 
we followed her. She tried the drawers of a bureau, but could 
:■ : open them. -You see it is locked, but sometimes he 
A-ires the key, then we will c me and steal."

Then retracing her steps, she came again to the room ci 
Madam S------ . we being all the while at her heels; and see
ing a <ck i idy coming whom we had left in the first chamber, 
she drew back saving, •• See, H------ , who comes! Let Us 
give her room to p *s." She stood still, turning her back as 
if she dreaded to be dtscoiered ; but here also, r.s elsewhere, 
our presence did net seem to annoy her.

Finally she returned to the room where she first lost con
sciousness of our presence. There, approaching a table on 
winch was lying a pack of dominoes, with which she some
times a-;,-. ■: i herself, she called her invisible comrade saying. 
•■ Come. Ie: us play dominoes," and she commenced playing 
herself for the two. I thought I would save her half the 
trouble, and I purposely laid down one of a wrong number. 
•■ Ser, c.-.e has put a five for a six. Haven't you a six ' Very 
well, draw," ai.d her own hand performed the office indicated. 
The pieces played by the somnambulist were well joined : 
however, when I laid down a piece in two instances, she drew 
back her Land without saying any thing, as if she were an
n yed by some obstacle that was in the way.

Pretty sion she left the table, saying, ■• You are a stupid 
girl, you don’t know how to play, and you cheat." She went 
seme steps to seat herself, thus approaching our presence, and 
when we were about to wiibdraw from her she expressed the 
desire to be awaked. That being done, every thing indicated 
her complete forgetfulness of what hud occurred. Then 
searching ... her pocket, she complained that she missed her 
ear-drop-.. That evidently was all sue knew. We observed 
that she had not the three little pieces of money which had 
been given her at the commencement of the sitting, nor had 
she the half-dollar, nor the brooch. We sent her out upon 
an errand in order that wc might in her absence examine all 
the nooks and corners where she had been. The bed was

us H e were then five in number. In a few seconds t!.<- 
child passed into the ubnurma) state, and cer’ainlv without th-- 
agency, at least voluntary, of any one of us this time. As 
soon as 1 saw her Lancs move, I slipped under the table, 
wL^re I soon saw her hands descend and grope about as if to 
seize soni'-ti .ng in me air. and this motion was accompanied 
by the nif bum with these words. " Give it to me, then.’’ But 
nothing was givm ’,. •_ time, nor at any of the other sittings at 
which I wtis in like manner hidden under the table. Could I 
Lave been thus an obstacle?

Bving questioned, the medium responded tint the little thief 
hail :i wry ci'inlt nance and crooked figure . and she added

w Inch distorted her face, she was much given lo pilfering, 
' . . ,.'.■■ ..;:.- ■}'.:' -■’ ! - J 7 ’ fad

'Pho medium, not having grasped any thing, arose from her 
5eat and n moved from the table, and 1 came forth from tny 
hiding-place Wc followed the sleeper in all her marches and 
countermarches; finally >he went out of the room, pa^-d 
through two other chambers, and entered the dining-room in or
der to seal hers, if al the common table The (able, ordinarily 
round, but formed of two parts, and capable of being exU-roL J 
by slides and by supplying addition 3 boards m ll*c middle, 
was now oval, it thus measured four feet one way and five 
and a half the other. One of its longer sides was about eight 
inches from the wall. The medium took a soil at the end of 
Lie table so -vs to bring the wall on her right/ She placed 
her hands on the table w.;h the palms downward. There 
v. as a light burning upon the end of the table next to iu r, rmd 
directly in front of her, and its flame, standing a’, the height 
of about tiA""” >n-b«- - • 1'0- YaOK, S,.O.>' 
directly in her taco. The somnambulist seemed to t oi. with 
another—with Alice perhaps—to whom she said, " Give it to 
me quick, before she comes.” Ou her account the other—the 
thieving Spirit—was doubtless delaying her visit. As she 
pronounced these words she quickly extended her right hand 
at a point between the table and the wall, about three or four 
inches below the top of the table, and consequently into th’ 
shade, and almost immediately the hand again arose with a 
package, which was neither enveloped nor tied together, but 
consisted of/virr.'ren ii.y: T.'.vza uf diverse kinds, like those 
which I described in my previous letter. They measured a: 
an average about four inches by five or six, and must have 
cost at least two dollars—that is to say, more than the young 
girl could have possessed at one time.

I ran to the opposite side of the table; I removed that end 
a little farther from the wall, and looked and passed my band 
everywhere. Evidently the medium’* hand had not extended 
to the point where the ends separate from each other by 
means of the grooves, and where. 7-ides. 1 found nothing i u: 
du-t. and the pictures were very clean. Nor were they in the 
L-ost crumpled, which would certainly not have been the case 
if they had been until then concealed in the girl's clothes.

' . ' '■ • . .. - 
rectiy behind the medium. The three other persons, also 
standing, were by the table at the left of the medium, and 
near her side ; but in the meanwhile the medium awoke.

That which is now to be related we can certify fully, and 
without doubt.

All preserving our places—the medium seated and we stand
ing—and having our eyes fixed upon the girl's hands, whit h 
had resumed their place upon the table, wilh the palms dow u- 
ward, this is what we witnessed in the ;? '••' -..in i-'■ kiMt 
manner; for every thing was done slowly in this last phase of 
the «eanr.-. during which the medium continued perfectly 
awake;

1 said to the girl, “ They have just given you those pictures, 
but they have not returned the half-dollar which they hare 
stolen, and they must now return it." Immediately, to the 
great surprise of the medium, and also somewhat to ours, her 
right hand slowly turned palm upward, at the same time that 
her arm performed an impulsive movement. These motions, 
though complex, were altogether analogous to those which are 
sometimes produced by the will of a magnetizer, expressed 
or not, upon an impressible person. Thu hand then moved to 
the right until it came to the edge of the table, and while the 
fingers were not fully extended, but were immovable, the 
whole band showed every appearance of rigidity, which, how
ever, 1 abstained from verifying this time. We then saw the 
hand descend three or four inches into the shadow caused by 
the edge of the table, and that by a movement of its own 
which was little dependent upon the extension of the arm. 
This immersion of the hand into the shade only continued 
about four seconds,during which the hand did not stop its mo
tion, and rose again with the same slowness, and showed us. 
at the instant of its emersion from the darkness, the half-dol
lar lyinu in the palm, which had been continually kept up
ward, and to all appearance rigid, the fingers wmunnaHy r< - 
maining in fixed positions. An impulsive movement then 
brought the arm over the table, and the hand slowly turning 
over, dropped the half-dollar at the 1 -t ot the chinch-hc'. 
Then the hand became Middenly free, and resumed it* place 
by die side of the left band, which had not suni-d The me
dium mid she bad n’t "although some one had drawn her 
hand aside, and then dropped something heavy into it."

and the c itm; slownex- (dou- * 
nut deceived) brought back the

I did not ilcnk of any mom r. 
ent< rtainiog '.-ir-J-u-x with th* 
lion was suddenly interrupted, 
(with whom th- M>mnam’>uti»! 
bed. bad threatened th- htib: :

us that
1 same brooch 1
■l.jeo. to rectaiin, and we w''

ms intt-rraS and as it we had : • L-rc . - a 
ton, the same hand nude two th'.; .- exet .- 
thn e precedfbg, with a Eke interval •-

rtlen
ear-drops, of which the girl hcr- .i was certainly rod -.-. : k- 
mg; for, agreeably i ■ ■ I when • I '■ 
exclaimed. ■* My ear-rings'" and 'a • was 'a:4 f. a :--■•- 
surprise which could not haw bt-en P'griel.

This ended the •; >.^r
JU.

Let the reader notice particularly wkat were • • .- ;:-pc 
positions. I was standing behind, and looking gv. 

Mere •;■.■'. medium; ih ti.n - -. •
her left, also standing, and we did not h>?« mi instaLt 
serving tin- agitated hand except while it remained imine 
in the shadow, and was less distinctly visible, audwhei

us c . Jd not be nen
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been concealed in the child’s sleeve, and if they bad been, [ are no:

down-; erthe forearm, which only attained a slight in clm-moa ! 
below the horizontal position. Observe, finally, that the Lar.d, 
in the position to which it descended to the right (between 
the .able and the wall), touched nothing solid, and that ti ere 
was no no k for any thing to be hidden in. either in the table 
on the one hand, or in the wall on the other, and that ri' Zc;.d 
••I: :.■.’"’’•' i;; t'r' oir.

So Lr. then, every thing has been related with precision : 
but I mu-.r omit nothing which may serve to dear up die ! 
question. Here, then, is what I promised in an early part

This so!u:;oa cl

diom in a num! 
by himself.

! t.;e agency ,; tnimste 
j «ame kind of phenooien
! upon mediums, l..: by winch fw

chased, and one may conclude from this tun’. I’le choice of 
these articles was the business of the medium, although she 
may have been influenced in ibis as she bus been in many 
other ways. The character of those objects, then, proves 
nothing ; but let us proceed further.

Having told the child what I knew of her acts and moiiinc.

she had made her purchases, she denied it; but perhaps in 
this she was also subject to a foreign influence, by which she 
seems to have been controlled on the next morning, when, in
stead of going directly to school, she went and bought some
thing at the same store. She subsequently admitted that my 
accusation was just, but could only explain by saying. ” I could 
uot help it."

Coming together one night before the hour fixed • .- our 
meeting, we wished to search her, as was our custom, ami two 
persons [feminine] attempted to proceed to tint task ; hut the 
sleeper manifested great opposition. She rolled upon the 
floor, and rendered the operation quite difficult. Il was not 
insisted upon, but it was believed that she had a book conceal
ed in her clothes, and one was found in them some moments 
after on the sofa where she had jus'. I nd down.

are always useful in experiment. put on inv guard
one div bv the bookseller, who informed me tli-.it the girl had 
bought another book (turning again out of her path a- she w as
going to school). It was on the same day that
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f*w words not in the original, for the purpose of ranking the dweriy- 
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fail to cause her to be searched before her departure ; but -lc 
made a vigorous opposition, and threw herself into ui-nned 
chair where the book was soon found, and which sio conceal
ed while she remained seated, but which Jie prubud} droppe d 
out of hi r pocket. What she would lime :7>. rward dune u uh 
this book under the severe examination at the commencement 
of the .■ . v, ;•.{ the other house (the p - .es m .. r b. ;;iu i.-r- 
gotten in such cases), is what I would much like to know. 1 
do not think it should ! • doubted that she was nupr-sid in 
respect to this search, as sho had ulu .a s hueinngiy ■ abnirUed 
to similar exsininations at all the houses to u . ch u liad con
ducted her. Perhaps, then, some invisible hand would luxe 
removed from her all causes of eiubarrMsment, and it may be

them »L.< 
d mid order 

•"- tiers i . a cvv-tr 
the ^mr re asci. .a

to, or e
nig ret 
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Bi ! pot-bap* St will l»> Ml J, supposing even language* to 
have b. cn of ■; u:»llv contrived mJ constructed without am 
mctlmd. .: Lr or system by man himself, would ■( not h 
po^d'h' that they sSoH.l .uh-romd b. subjected In romum 
.nd i.Himdrliii^. „n.l dint m <b>s way thoy should he mule to 
Assume that ■> mmatH lolui which (lux are uow s(,n (o 
haw ’ I au«wir no. no move than it would be possible alter 
a city Ind I ven M»lt upon crooked and irregular street* (a* 
ll.Aoii. Gr >.<»■. im-i-l to have ihi’M- street-s altern ar,| made pr- 
teeth stought, am! at rglu aughs to one another. \nd tor 
the • ii»' reason . the I mguagi' is already in < xisteme ,- well 
s* tb«- via, w li all its irregularity and Win'. .( sv-skm, aud 
iv uo'. tn its ii ilurv s rpnhle id being reduced to a system. 
And . s 4 would be c i ><T to make » new city in a m w sp.e.wuh 
stfecs ,.' ।i'!it line'll s and upon right hm-H, than to make an al
',: |..t 'll >'• I'- I't'll will, h «lr- ul I gil, the ‘tn els lime Mich .1 
direst! ■•! ilid sluin', so it would be easier for a community !•' 
nuke i culm- now Imyu.oe out of m w materials than to rc- 
dih • an G.] .-•.. - 1.1 i system Anil tin's. I convolve, it would 
be HOjU'ssi’Ic ior them to do. and cion it it were possible, 
it would be imp.-*-! !• t > prevail upon a people to cast off 
an <>!d l<i<KU^ge and I. am a uvw oue, even supposing they 
w. te expible of do ? ■ it. which I conceive they are no! 
Furl Jo not L !;ei« Ilie human mnid is capable nt mice of 
contriving .t complete system of language.

Il’ tin si remarks are true, it will follow that the different 
In.:.-;,'- in iv -:i:.C''. which are said to be entirely dissim
ilar u their structure and features. and bear no appearance ol 
lu»uig proct e.lt A Irani what may be called a mother tongue 
(a, > stated 10 be th ease With the Hebrew, the Greek, and 
perhaps ihs I i*y some phtlologi'U who have examined 
0 , -.* language'. . , -! perhaps other languages not mentioned 
by th. ■..’.’,, m;;-! ’ ..I-, e 1 . <n ore.mallv produced by the exertion «d 
Ibnm- power and wi-doui, and pro', ably originated at the time 
meiitr’iicd in Genesis. viX , M the building of the Tower ol 
Babe' 1 do ue' me;ui precisely in the form m which they 
now- ex. '. but as Jistmct languages, Inuit upon a regular sys
tem. wh > h mar p« rlup- have since been remodeled and re
ceived add.Pons and alterations (some of which may have 
been the transfer if words from one language to another in a 
little d-itervut shape) by the a.d of humin invention to adapt 
them .to th - chaDgms curdTam and character of mankind, 
but s.:" rvtaiu ng their mam features and original structure. 
In other words. 1 conceive the formation of any thing like 
a sy<!.m < f lui^tngv is something to which human capacity 
is in itself uia.l« quite. and can be nothing more nor less than 
.-. .u-«^!t- ,ir ad of supernatural power. And that the casting 
. tT . f on -Id, cumbrous, ano ui.ar^earvu rnoiiua^, ...,u <:■■ 
subititutioii of a n< w, philosophical, and systematic one tn its 
place, whither immediately or by degrees, is something 
which in the nature of things could not take place by human 
means or agency alone

If it be asked why this confusion of tongues or creation of 
different languages did not take place al an earlier period of 
the world. 1 answer, that U is probable that the language 
•xicuig among men upto that time, undigested as it might be, 
w-s -' ir. .. .>• for -heir wants, but that the Deity availed 
hiinsv'.. of Ous ccca>;.>n to give them new and diverse systems 
of language becaus they had arrived at that stage ot intel
lectual improvement to stand in need oi more perfect lan- 
ru-ges than :h ■ nd hitherto used. And because also these 
>..w systems could not have been received and used before, 
inasmuch as they were formed with reference to a much 
lar^r r stuck of i.i-is than had hitherto existed among man
kind, and so also would have been inapplicable to their condi
t on, and also u:. nl< lJ'§iWe by them.

But st this period “f the world, when the race of mankind 
had multiplied SO greatly, it became of importance, in further
ance of the Divine pl u) in reference to his rational creatures, 
tint th- v should be separated into distinct communities, and 
thus th.: earth be nun- extensively peopled than had hitherto 
been the cue And this probably could not be so well <f- 
f< cred .ii any other way as by rendering the communication of 
tiieir ideas difficult between different portions oi mankind. 
Hv probably cho, • tin.- particular occasion for this purpose, 
bi causi l.v so doing he could effect two purposes, both deemed 
by him important in themselves, viz., the one which has just 
been described, and the other the inlliction of punishment 
upon mankind for their presumption and folly in endeavoring 
'■ to build a tower whose top should reach unto heaven,' and 
as a restraint to them from future acts so useless and frivolous
>n themselves. william s. Andrews

Bozt.s .1ru,4.t

"LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE."
The Mlui'ii.g in;..::, purport :,. have I •»□ .written by the Spirit of 

Mi" Htmaiu, through a vuoug and entirely unpoeucal rnenium
Look on the trip hi side ; the *uo'« gulden ray '

AU nature illume; hght the heart of mon cheerath .
Why wilt. th., turu eo perversely Pi gaze

Ou that dark cloud which now in the di-tance eppeereth 1
Look on ihe bright .ide . recount all thy joy-.

Speak of the mercies which riehly surround thee;
Mute nut farever on that which annoy.— 

sj,ut n«l thine eye.- from the beentiee around thee
Look on the bncht e-d" mankind, it is true, 

Hai.- their failing", nor should they l>* epokcii <>f lightly';
Yet vliy ,,,, the,,- f-.ulte eotiCrtllrate thy view, 

Fuic-ttuig i>„ tiriu.-j which »hioe forth O brightly
Look on the bright --.le -, and it h >1! import

'»rt peace, eonlcnUu.uL and grateful emotion. 
Item o-/ jk own brilliant lines on thy heart—

A- the ' '-Lrin.- that mirror theni-clvr. no the ocean
Look on tl.e bng-t «;,|c ; nor yield hi despair— 

ff om« friti.ds foi vet others still love thee.
And when the world seem, mournful color* to wear.

Ob. look from the dark eau. to heaven above thee

THE "PRIDE OF THE VgLAGE” 
at ; t reki.ioti

There was ruaKia, »»f< inusic. an ) dancing aud -ouH 
Where lb* belle of the l>al!-ro«,iu mov'd graceful along. 
Winning homage and lovo 'mid the brilliant array.

■ For the - I’n Ie <.f the Village" wm divert Ellen Muy
' ’Mid the worshiping throng in the bright flashing gleam*.

She psm'd like inine beautiful being of dream".
X Jove-beaming eereph or silver-voiced Ear.

■^ Tor the •• Pride of Ike Village" wm ewert Ellen Mny.
‘ T •- ah'ing'd—for n wily di»MmMcr bad come,

1 •> I ike II •> M.,-,.. ,„ darken the meet light of home, 
Gur fivme* k;„h ,„ Wlll „(„, betray.

-. J And lh ’ Pu le nf u„. vj|#gn" no longer waa gnv

Ju the little wlnt r-otloge tn down in lire vale, 
l.'bc-,iri].lmi>.n -, eha llut'dr*, all pemivo »nd pale— 
ir will stay nut I ■! Spring nud lb* ,.„, . id Mi).
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STATE OF THE MOVEMENT.
1,1 sending out tlte initial lumiln r «f u how Volume, a brie! 

Mincy of the rxistin!: Malo of lite caow may iml be mappro- 
prlati- |o lbs' occasion Tho dou-lopiiU’iita <>f ills' natural 
world aro inlitliti'ly dis. r-il'u si, hut as wo (race thi'sc ext.-rn.il 
.-ffei-Is tsi their internal laws, nr perceive (hit they arc all 
radiations from an iti'iaihlc ('i nlet — Deity maiufcxtiiig him- 
-ell through all his work*. In like manlier the eisential prm- 
i iplcs which underlie all gf« at. mural, social, ami religious 
revolutions, arc one hi their last analysis—indtmtmctihlo am! 
uiicliangable -while Cm’ mod. s of lh. tr mutifvMatioii arc va
rious, mid sihcoptible of constant modification. The .specific 
cimditions and ri’lahons of moll arc observed to change with 
every passing moment of their existence, and these changt-'* 
plaee the individual m now and perpetually-changing relations 
with respect to nil oiln-r objects. The sun may bo (he ac- 
knowlcdged source of light and beat to the whole earth ; hut 
the sun warms not the Iceland lichens as h# warms tho plants 
and llow.-rs of more genial climes 'The essential principles 
of vegetable life may bo identical m every latitude ; but those 
will Visit the i .'Al- circlet may not expect to witness the high
est revelations of the life-principle as illustrated in this depart
ment of Nature. These are enjoyed by those who sit oil the 
circuit of the vine-clad bills, in the -sunny bowers where ill'1 
olive and the my rile bloom, and amid palm and orange groves. 
Thus do external objects and circumstances influence our re

lations to each other and te all things, and hence, of necessity, 
the exercise of every human faculty. They do not create the 
powers of thought and feeling within us, but they often unseal 
the fountain and direct the current, and wherever Nature 
is most essentially alire, the soul is most emphatically in- 

^ rhe particular aspects of Spiritualism are not to-day, in all 
respects, what they wore in the spring of fifty-four. They 
have changed to the extent that the world and the state of our 
minds and affections have been influenced by lime and the 
sill-cession of events. We are not now precisely where and 
irhut wo were but one year ago. The world has been moving 
mi in the measureless cycle of its external life, and, conscious
ly or otherwise, vve have moved with it, we would fain hope, 
as Heaven decrees. Il is manifest that the movement has of 
late assumed a more orderly character, and there are now but 
few instances in which its startling developments are produc
tive of even temporary disorder. Those who oppose its pro
gress view the subject with less apprehension than formerly, 
and as the spiritual origin and real significance of the phenom
ena are perceived and appreciated, skepticism yields, at once 
and forever, to a sublime conviction (hat fills the soul with Un
utterable peace and (he fullness of joy. The feverish excite- 
m< nt that prevailed al one time, among the more impressible 
and (ombustahle elements, has almost wholly subsided, nt least 
in this region, and given place to a spirit of calm thought and 
rational investigation. Many have found the holy spirit ot 
Truth and tl.e refiner's fire where they expected to discover 
ihe great impersonation of all evil and the smoke of “ the bot
tomless pit." Where are the wailing prophets who went 
through do- streets and into the temples, crying “ insanity,” 
"blasphemy,” predicting the ruin of our social institutions and 
the utter subversion of morality and religion? Spiritualism 
still exists, and is every day exerting a wider and a stronger 
influence over the minds and heartsol men. But the scene 
of universal ruin comes not; the great globe is yet right side 
up; the religious element is .‘.fill integral in tho soul, and no 
great interest of mankind has been destroyed or perverted. 
As for the false prophets who were so vociferous in thoir pre
dictions of mil, when the last shall seek his place in the realms 
of oblivious silence, the ministers of the Spiritual Dispensa
tion will remain to proclaim the new evangel, and over tho 
graves of ancient Superstition and modern Materialism, mil
lions shall chant its anthems.

THE OPPOSITION TO SPIRITUALISM.

From the beginning, the strength of tho opposition to the 
Spiritual Movement has consisted chiefly in tin violence of its 
rc'entrn'nl. It has never displayed any powers oi original 
thought, nor so much as attempted a rational explanation of 
the phenomena under review. It has depended, for the most 
part, ..n i)l-tenipered and vulgar witticisms, and the authority 
of its own .;.w distt to lay the Spirits and arrest the move
ment. But the opposition is utterly powerless, and its efforts 
hitherto have been abortin'. They arc but children in under
standing. who thus amuse themselves by throwing straws on 
the flood—-more childish still if they expect to arrest this 
“ tide in the affairs of men.” The waters stop not in all their 
course, but the straws arc borne away It, in short, tho op
position now merits attention for any thing, it certainly is not 
for its great strength, but rather for its general weakness. But 
it affords us pleasure to observe that it assumes a mure amia
ble demeanor as its powers ol resistance are gradually nn- 
pain d. Being about to give up the ghost, it may be suspect
ed that the causes ol its meek and almost .saintly bearing are 
tin- more apparent as a speedy repentance in seasons of great 
extremity is the more indispensable. That the opposition is 
in a decline, if not already in an absolutely dying state, is ap
parent to every observer . hut the pattent has influential fricnd* 
among our city cotemporarics, who will warmly sympathize 
while life remains And when al length the struggle is over, 
the author of" Ghost Literature" may perhaps furnish ;i double 
iihecf.to inclose the pnlsi.-d and unseemly form ere it is forovnr 
removed from human observation.

Till-. PHENOMENA OE Hl'inlTUALIMl.

During the past year the facte claiming a spiritual origin 
have been greatly multiplied m their number mid variety, and 
they have, moreover, appeared in numerous places where 
the whole subject Was before unknown There are now, wo 
have n iisoii to infer, but few places of any magnitude north 
of the Mexican Gulf, where tho .spiritual phenomena, in smile 
one or more of their multiform phases, have, not already at
tracted public attention. Tins io as true of the cities ami

of Spiritjiuhsm mr H"l itmr'- convincin'; iii

S. B. BRITTAN, EDITOR.
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lest (lien preaChC'', they dlncliiso lh" aim mt 'tcrmif - powers 
of perception and actum, and nt once fortify their pi'Ciihar 
11.inn-- impruh ibb' as th. y imy nppi ur to the unirjitmtciL—by" 
a kind el evidence winch tho rationol mind k not al liberty in 
reject.

In this country tin’spiritual mauitestolioni but« gradually
assiiiuod higher fonnu, revmihtig a more mibltle ititclIecUml 
power, and developing more im|">itaut results. Il is alleged 
by those who should be . apabh' of judging that the spirits 
have extended the dom.im iff our scientific philosophy, they 
hn»o pointed out new applications of natural principle” to the 
development of practical results, they have um<I unpractical 
baudd I" develop artistic erenlnms ; they have mad« pct* and 
musicians of children and those who were ignorant n| tho 
laws of hiirnmny and nndiiH tplmed in the art of metrical 
composition ; they have healed the sick with a touch, and are 
preaching the gospel of immortal lift and progress every
where; thi'V have written whole volumes about as rapidly as 
one could carefully peruse them. Among the most remark
able works "f llu’ kind which have been issued from the. 
press during the post year, we may mention the •• Lyric of 
th" Morning Land,” a poem of remarkable beauty, extending 
to 5,000 lines; the second volume of "Spiritualism," by 
Judge Edmonds and Dr. Dexter; mid " The Healing of th" 
Nations," by Charles Linton, nu-dmni, and Hon. N. I*. Tail- 
madge. The two last mentioned are octavo volumes of five 
or six hundred pages each. Other* equally remarkable re- 
maiQ in manuscript, among which another poem entitled “ A
Lyric of the Golden Age," spoken through Mr. Harris, in the 
early part ot near "-.-- . ...
merits. Before those proofs of an invisible spiritual agency 
the popular .skepticism is rapidly giving way, and the world's 
faith and philosophy are destined to undergo important modi
fications.

CONSOLATION’S OF SPIRITUALISM.

Of all the prevalent systems of faith and philosophy, no one 
is supported by such a formidable array of facte and reasons 
as that which it is our supreme happiness to believe and cher
ish. What form of religion, in the incipient stages of its de
velopment, ever vindicated its pretensions by such a mass of 
unimpc.-i liable testimony, or summoned, front visible and in
visible worlds. so many witnesses to corroborate its truth ? 
We. are nut unmindful of the mysterious agents and events 
which accompanied the early history of Judaism, Christianity, 
and other existing systems of religion. It is not our object to 
disparage their respective claims, nor would we leave room 
for th" inference that there is any real antagonism between 
(rue Spiritualism and unperverted Christianity. On the con
trary. there is an essential unity in their fundamental prin
ciples ami phenomenal developments. Wbctlu r we have any 
facte at the present day as extraordinary as those which ac
companied the ancient Revelations, we will not pause to in
quire, but it will doubtless- be conceded that the modern facte 
arc far more numerous and diversified, that tho progress of the 
spiritual idea has been silent and rapid beyond all precedent, 
and that the movement, in its territorial limits and the wide 
diffusion of its subtile powers, transcends all similar develop
ments in the history of mankind.

There was a need of this revival of the spiritual idea to bring 
mankind back from the material tendencies of this age ; to cn- 
li“hten their minds respecting the interior nature and relations 
of mail, and to roll back iho tide of woe which threatened to 
submerge the fairest scenes on earth, and to bear away our 
dearest earthly treasures Thousands w ere faithless respect
ing the life to come. One by one they saw their friends de-

voice came up from the abyss to dispute the dominion of the 
Conqueror. The pale wife, who had finished her lone vigils 
by her dying companion, went nt eventide to weep over the 
mound where her heart was buried ; the mother’s bosom was 
riven by the shaft aimed at her fonder babe ; tho warm blood 
nt youth was frozen when the summons camo, he looked mourn
fully at the green earth and the radiant sky, and in a lit ol de
lirium took his leap in the dark. The old man sitting at life’s 
western gate looked earnestly at tho setting Min and anxiously 
questioned the voiceless elements for some token of continued 
life ; Imt there was no reply, and as the shadows gathered over 
Ihs vision no hand lifted the impenetrable vail. But Ihe rev
elations of our time are dissipating ihe darkness and shed
ding a divine light on the life, relations, and destiny of man.

ilcuth, save in tho outward seeming, and that all life is im
mortal. That venerable old man conies buck to assure us that 
he is forever young; that delirious youth is here; he is in 
his right mind now, and earth is cold and dark compared will) 
the realm he inhabits ; the bereaved mother embraces her 
child again , an angel's hand has touched her bleeding heart 
mid wiped her (ears away. Thus Spiritualism Unites the 
scattered members of the Divine household, while U sancti
fies all true human relations and affections.

Our correspondents will confer a favor by addressing us 
b'Te.-iftrr at 312 Broatlwav. We arc now engaged in moving 
Io our new stand; tthd “ heaven's first law" is not very fairly 
represented hero at this particular time. Should sonm per
sons and things bo neglected about these days, we trust that 
our friends will readily apprehend the cause.

FouijTn Voi.tiuf —Nuuuer Ont—Specimen copies ol this 
paper are sent to the address of several friends as a kindly 
imitation to investigate the subject of spiritual existence mid 
inluraoiirse wi(h Us, for six months or a year, trusting we may 
be mutually benefited and tho truth advanced by their accept
ance of the invitation.
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Lifting (villi ii Spirit.
Ono morning not lung since we spent an w-.- ..< o 

of Mrs. Kellogg, 625 Broadway, and v, i(n> >" d cm 
spiritual manifestations through tho tnediumtff'p "' 
Morgumna Burns. The invisible agent profi 
sioii answered te the name of John, said he w 
setts Yankee, six feet high, and well made, 
of John—<>r Jon, as he persisted in spelling his nan 
obviously, been greatly neglect'd while he was one 
he manifested much good feeling, n facetious di j>o«tt 
strong common sense. Mrs. Kellogg, who weighs < 
i—-i .....t i we.ntv-lh c nound«. wm din ct' A to sit nr th 
of the table. She at once complied, and Tonn "■■ » vr"P"”"' 
to lift one side of the table if Mr. Brittan would rah" the op
posite side. We accordingly lifted our side, and sure enough, 
John was as good as his word, for, without any visible ciu-v. 
up went the Other side to tile same b'u 1- In like manner the 
table and Mrs. K. were raised not les>s than six or eight times, 
and they were repeatedly supported for ten or fifteen seconds. 
This occurred by daylight, and in presence of six persons.

When the Spirit was pleased, he generally responded affirm
atively to questions by beating the time to " Pop goes the 
Weasel.” He displayed uncommon freedom, and when, on 
one occasion he was requested by Mrs. Kellogg to produce 
certain phenomena, he promised that lie would do so, or, should 
he fail in the attempt, he would won all her wxl iriuler's wood, 
whereupon the Spirit commenced imitating the sound occa
sioned by the use of the saw in the most perfect manner.

The Eetiihuj Post says that a late number ol the Chrishun 
ll<nev< (Baptist) has an able article in which the reviewer at
tempts to refute the common notion respecting the deluge. 
According to the Post “ the writer argues against it, on the 
grii'tiHl that the ark rested on the tup of Mount Ararat—hence 
the flood did not go over that mountain." lu opposing the 
prevalent idea it may be well for the writer tn the Baptist re
view to lake his stain’, on terra Jinn" ,' but we are riot sure 
that his first point is logically made out. It does not follow 
that the delugo was not universal because the ark ran aground 
on that mountain. Being heavily freighted it might have 
struck bottom where the water w as several feet deep. 1 ndeed. 
it is manifest that the tcalcn must have wcriJ ike ih-:intat». or 
otherwise the ark coull never by a po^d-Hity hitee reached it- 
siiininit, unless our Baptist brother can prove that Noah erect
ed a “ dry dock,” and laid up on Ararat for provisions and re
pairs. Wo did not expect that any contributor to an evangel
ical Ihvicw would resort Io such false logic to invalidate the 
Scripture record. The writer also says (hat " there are trees 
now living which are older than the flood.’’ Pray, what are 
Ihe clergy about that they neglect to vindicate the claims of 
Moses by laying the ax at the roots of those trees ?

Rev. Mr. Walworth on Hell.

We learn from an exchange paper that Rev. Mr. W ahvorth, 
of the Roman Catholic communion,-son of tho ex-chancellor, 
recently delivered a discourse in tho Church of tho Annunct- 
atum, al Munhattanvillc, New York, on the location of Kelt ; 
wherein Iio undertook to prove that ihe infernal realms uro sit
uated in the interior of ihe earth, commencing somo twenty- 
one miles from the surface, or at the point w here the heat is 
supposed to be so intense as to fuse granite. The speaker 
reasoned from the well-known fact that the temperature of the 
earth increases as we descend toward Ils center; that the h nt- 
peruturo must bo inconceivably high dow n below, and as an 
tmlnutied degree of (hermotnolric hent is, m the minds of those 
who think so, an indispensable constituent of hell and its tor- 
tncitte, it wns tAcolngiculty inferred that the abodes of lost men 
must be in that direction, and at about ihe distance specified. 
We have reason to presume that (he clement of material fire 
would no more, torture a Spirit than strychnine would poison 
a thought; and as for hell, doubtless many a poor sinner has 
found it much nearer homo than is implied by Mr. Walworth

Heaven ami Hell not Loral.

Men are. inspired with visions of glory ■ r -t irilcd with the 
revelation of inlernul images, acct rding to .heir respective 
morul condition mid spiritual deielopmont. The Spirit sees 
heaven opened or realms of darkness imvailed, as may be dv- 
iermined by its own state. All the works of the Creator ef 
beautiful when the atmosphere of the soul is pure, but »’ben 
tho moral medium through which we look is obscured -u,d

tho most symmetrical and brilliant forms. That hen'eu »>“< 
hell depend on the specific states of bvmv.-. r.uhvr tit nt on the 
Lw.'iliiio in which (hey exist, is forcibly illustrated by a curi
ous fact. It is said that the greatoat rcrort of pirates in the 
Grecian Arehipvfaj','> is the island of Patmos, where Joint the 
Rwvlator suw hotivon opunnd.
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1 advance it has made.
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