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A LECTURE DELIVERED BEFORE THE CONGREGATION ASSEMBLED IN DOD- 
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BY W. S. COURTNEY.

There,are two sorts of knowledge in Ihe world. Positive 
knowledge, or that which is certainly ascertained and known, 
and Speculative knowledge, or that which is merely hypotheti­
cal and conjectural. All human knowledge, of whatsoever 
kind, belongs to one or the other of these classes—is either 
certain knowledge or theoretical knowledge. It is very true 
that what man knows, including both positive and speculative 
knowledge, bears no relation to that which he does not know, 
just as a point bears no relation to infinite space, or time-no
relation to cternity. His knowledge is but a single ray of that 
light which fills the universe ; and his brain no more compre­
hends all knowledge than his eye takes in all the light. We 
don’t, therefore, mean to class theoretical knowledge with utter 
ignorance ; for it is consistent with, and frequently the oftspring 
of, a high degree of learning and philosophy. But it is that 
species of knowledge which rests in theory, hypothesis, or con­
jecture, and is. of course, dubious, contingent, doubtful, and 
mutable; whereas, positive knowledge is fixed and determi­
nate, and admits of no cavil, doubt, or mutability. The one is 
the cognizance, memory, sensational perception, and intellect­
ual apprehension of the economy and laws of the varied phe­
nomena of the universe, while the other is only the supposititious 
explanations oT Uioseqjtrenunrena. "Speculative knowledge, sup­
plies the place of positive knowledge when and where we have 
not yet reduced,' or are unable to reduce, phenomena and their 
explanation to the positive degree ; and, as I shall by-and-by 
show, it often usurps the* place of positive knowledge, even 
long after (he subjects and phenomena it undertakes to explain 
have been studied and reduced to the positive grade. Theo­
retical knowledge often aids and assists the philosophic inves­
tigator in ascertaining the true laws and science by which any 
phenomenon, or class of phenomena, are governed. It inva­
riably precedes positive knowledge, which comes after it and 
affirms it, or repudiates and overthrows it. Its nature is al­
ways provisionary and temporary, while positive knowledge is 
invariable and eternal. For instance, that the earth is many 
thousands of thousands of years old is positive knowledge, at­
tested by the records of the “ Great Stone Book,” or Ihe dis­
coveries in the science of geology; but that it is only live or 
six thousand years old, according to the Mosaic account, or 
the Jewish cosmology, is merely conjectural knowledge. That 
thunder and lightning are meteoric, and that they are occasioned 
by an electrical discharge consequent upon the proximity or 
contact of positively and negatively charged clouds, is positive 
knowledge; but that the lightning is the flash of Jupitei s 
anger, and that he did the thundering, is speculative knowl­
edge. That Christ lived and was a very upright and sclf- 
sacriticing man, is positive knowledge ; but that he was God 
himself is highly conjectural and hypothetic. That a man 
lives a man in thc spiritual world, after physical dissolution, is 
now positive knowledge; but that his soul goes millions of 
miles to a place called heaven, or as far in the opposite direc­
tion to a place called hell, is extremely dubious and theoreti­
cal. Positive knowledge includes all the facts of history, the 
phenomena of the universe, and the scientific exposition of the 
laws and principles which regulate and govern them. All 
the ascertained facts, laws, and principles of the various sci­
ences, such as astronomy, geology, mineralogy, meteorology, 
numbers, mensuration, natural history, archaeology, anatomy, 
psychology, phrenology, physiology, pathology, sociology, agri­
culture, chemistry, mechanics, etc., belong to the realm of pos­
itive knowledge ; while speculative knowledge includes all 
the various theories, systems, and hypotheses invented or pro­
jected by the human mind to explain that which is yet unknown 
or unknowable in the various sciences and branches ol human 
inquiry, including all religious systems and speculative articles 
of faj(h_all mythology, tradition, prophecy, theology, astrology, 

' theurgy, demonology, apocrypha, etc.
But why is it that men will invent hypotheses and project 

' systems and theories, which they afterward worship, to eluci­
date and explain problems that arise in their minds, and facts 
and phenomena that surround them, instead of carefully study- 

- ing and analyzing them, and ascertaining their laws and prin­
ciples—their science—-as they go along ? Why are they not 
contented with the slow process of analytic and inductive inves­

tigation, instead of guessing and (ranscendentalizing ? ’ Twere 
surely better to know certuinly all that can be known in the 
premises, than to rely upon vague and doubtful conjectures.

The investigation and explanation of the wonders by which 
man is surrounded, and the laws of his being,, his origin, and 
destiny, is a characteristic of his nature. He is endowed with 
powers and faculties to be used and exercised upon thq^expla- 
nation and resolution of the phenomena by which he is sur­
rounded. These faculties impel him to the use of them. He 
has an inherent curiosity to know the truth concerning every 
thing that meets his eye or arises in his mind. He instinct-1

ively seeks to solve the problems of. existence presented to 
him, and is restive and unhappy until he has determined the 
matter in some way. His native curiosity and thirst for knowl­
edge incessantly prompt him to investigate and analyze, to 
study and explain the wonders that surround him. It is no 
mere play or recreation of his faculties, but a normal exercise 
and want of his nature. It is a necessity of his being—a con­
stitutional law of his life. Philosophy, then, which is but the 
explanation of the phenomena of the universe, is inherent hi 
the nature of man. Hence, every people, nation, and tribe 
have their philosophy—their explanation of the universe and 
its phenomena—their origin and destiny. They have their 
myths, traditions, and speculations as to their own creation, 
purpose, and destiny, and as to the Agent or Agencies that 
created and overrule all mundane things. They have their 
theology, their systems of religious faith, their astrology, de­
monology, supernaturalism, etc. Hence, philosophy, in some 
crude form, marks the history of every people, however rude 
and ignorant, as it marks the history of the most cultivated and 
intelligent. When any thing extraordinary meets the eye of 
man he is at once impelled to seek for the explanation of it; 
and if he is sufficiently developed to analyze it scientifically, 
he discovers the law which produced and governs it, and his 
knowledge touching it becomes positive. It is no longer- a 
mystery or wonder; it is no longer dubious, conjectural, and 
contingent. He secs through it, comprehends its cause, and 
is assured that the same law, circumstances, and conditions 
will always produce the same or similar phenomena; and he

of the sciences, or, what is the same thing, our present knowl­
edge of those laws of Nature, andlhe conditions under which 
they operate, is thc result of long centuries of continual inquiry 
and patient observation.. It has accumulated upon us by the 
slow additions of ages. It is a growth as our globe is, and has 
passed through various stages of development. The unfailing 
regularity and uniformity with which those laws have been 
hitherto observed to act, whenever known in the various de­
partments of Nature, gives the positivist the calm assurance 
IhataZZ the laws of Nature j’et undiscovered and unknown to 
him are alike uniform and immutable. In fact, he has an in­
tuitive perception or instinct that such is the case, and hence 
the idea of caprice, or chance, or contingency is wholly ex­
cluded from the universe. The positivist, or man of science, 
can not, therefore, admit any supernaturalism, or any agency 
outside of and above the established order, and independent of 
it, which capriciously interferes with it to suspend, contradict, 
or change its regular movement and operation. He sees only 
that the Supreme Intelligence or Power of the universe has 
expressed itself in this order, and works only in, by, ami through 
its multitudinous harmonic laws. He denies that the Author 
of all this display of wisdom and love ever changes his pro­
gramme in the minutest particular, and whimsically interposes 
to abolish his divine order, and substitute new ones as occasion 
requires. His will is as invariably displayed in the mote in 
the sunbeam as in the rolling of the globes through space—as 
changeless and eternal in the crucible of Ihe chemist as in the 
decrees of the celestial heavens ! The laws of Nature, as dis­
closed to us in all the sciences, are thc outer expressions ofcan accordingly always calculate upon it, and order his conduct 

| and .adapt his aims in accordance with it. But, on the other 
hand, iinfe docs M^ this'end, m- if he i»
not sufficiently developed to study it inductively and scientifi­
cally, but is ignorant, and, of course, credulous and simple, he 
refers it to some supernaturalism, or accepts some hypotheti­
cal or nfythological account of it, and, acting and believing ac­
cordingly, leaves it in the domain of speculative knowledge. 
For instance, when the former sees tho lightning Hash and 
hears the thunder roar, he sets to work to investigate the cause 
of these phenomena, and to ascertain and fix the laws and con­
ditions by which they are governed and controlled. He insti­
tutes inductions, makes observations, tries experiments, marks 
the attendant peculiarities, finds out the accompanying phenom­
ena, determines what conditions are necessary and what un­
necessary, and follows up his inquiry step by step, until he 
learns thoroughly all the laws, principles, properties, condi­
tions, and results of the phenomena, and reduces them to a fa­
miliar science, which enables himself with a rod or wand to 
control their fiery and terror-striking manifestations !' While 
the latter, when he observes them, is struck with awe and ter­
ror. He ascribes them to some restless and angry demon, or 
to some occult and inscrutable cause, known only to God. He 
knows from experience that it can strike him instantly dead, 
and to propitiate the anger of the demon, as he knows his own 
anger is appeased by sacrifices and presents, he prays to it and 
oilers up to it his ox, or his slave, or his enemy, or. his child 
as a sacrifice! Our age and nation is by no means generally 
developed up to that point where positive knowledge supersedes 
and dissipates speculative knowledge on all subjects and phe­
nomena relating to our well-being and destiny ; more, perhaps, 
for Ihe reason that the disciples of the ancient supernaturalism 
and speculative expositions still extant among us connive at or 
ignore the positive teachings of modern science on all those 
subjects. Our modern priesthood, upon precisely the same 
principle, and from precisely the same motive that the ancient 
supernaluralist sought to appease the demon of thunders, still 
prays in times of drought for rain, and in times of storm and 
rain for fair weather, to the Power which they conceive direct­
ly superintends and capriciously interferes with those meteoric 
phenomena, disregarding or ignoring the established laws and 
conditions under and' by which they are produced. Wherein 
is the diflerence ? Both proceed upon a speculative or con­
jectural explanation of those phenomena, while there is a sci­
ence fully disclosing their rationale, and developing the laws 
and conditions under and by.virtue of which they are invaria­
bly produced.

The positivist claims that all phenomena are the product of 
and governed by law ; that the Omnipotent Power of the uni­
verse works only by and through law, in the minutest as well 
as the grandest things; that each single thing is constitution­
ally impressed with the laws of its existence which govern 
and control it in every period of its history; that those laws 
are never suspended or contradicted ; that they are the will of 
God, eternal, unchangeable, and omnipotent. Those laws 
which obtain in the various departments of Nature, and of hu­
man knowledge and inquiry, he classifies and embodies in the 
various sciences. For instance, the laws and conditions which 
characterize, govern, and control the heavenly bodies he calls 
astronomical law; the laws and conditions which regulate and 
control the functions of his physical economy he styles physio­
logical laws ; the laws and conditions which regulate and gov­
ern fluids and gases he styles chemical law, and so on through 
all the sciences. But all these laws in their totality he de­
nominates the “Lawsof Nature." The present advanced state

^^®Jelerna^ harmonies. of the Divine Min<L—the great and in- 
raiUbie-revelation’or Gu<i iu man, by &e obedienc«"to whioK 
“ .Scheme of Salvation,:’ and in no other way, is he saved with 
an everlasting salvation ! There is no coming at'the divine 
favor by any other means than by the study and understanding 
of these laws, in all that concerns our life and happiness, and 
bringing ourselves into harmony with them. Science is in­
trinsically hostile to all special Providences, and declares that 
God interposes on no occasion, and answers no prayers or pe­
titions, but in a scientific way—but through the order he has 
established. When that order is discovered—when we ex­
tend our knowledge of the laws of Nature in all the diflerent 
spheres and departments that concerns our lives and happi­
ness, we can not only rely upon them with absolute certainty, 
feeling assured that they will never, like the laws and institu­
tions of men, be abolished, changed, or superseded; but we 
could then avoid all the million-fold woes that arise from our 
ignorance of them ; for all the misery in the world arises from 
man’s ignorance of and disobedience to these laws. The ills 
of humanity, of all kinds, and everywhere, must be cured by 
removing the causes of them—by learning and obeying these 
laws. In other words, the world is redeemed and saved by 
science, and not by Holy Scriptures, and churches, and prayers, 
and penance, and peace-oflerings. It is redeemed by facts, 
and not by theories and conjectures. Science is the ultimate, 
the external of the divine spiritual order, and that which we 
have to do. with on earth to attain harmony and happiness, and 
the wider we extend the sphere of science, or, in other words, 
the more minute, particular, and perfect our knowledge of the 
various laws of Nature in its several departments becomes, the 
more we qualify and enable ourselves to live the harmonic 
life. Every thing has its science or system and economy of 
law, from the growth of a potato to the growth of a solar sys­
tem, and all is patent for the observation and study of man. 
By the study of chemical law he learns the constituents of the 
various substances, solids, fluids, and gases which compose 
the bodies of things, the air and the elements, and how to test, 
decompose, and combine them to his advantage. By the study 
of meteoric law he learns how the winds, the tides, the rains, 
the storms, the droughts, the atmospheres, and the tempera­
tures are regulated. By the study of agricultural law he learns 
how the barren places are made luxuriant, how the soil is made 
to yield abundantly the best kind of all the life-sustaining pro­
ductions, and all the luxuries of earth. By the study of physio­
logical law he learns how to correct and prevent all functional 
derangements, and how to preserve the physical organization 
in its harmony and integrity. By the study of health law he 
learns how to avoid sickness, contagion, and epidemics. And 
so forth of all the other, sciences, to say nothing of the moral 
and spiritual eflect of all this study and knowledge. The pos­
itivist is hence assured that the beneficent God of the universe, 
having eternally established this order, answers no prayers or 
petitions but in, by, and through it.

The supernaturalist or speculatist, on the other hand, ac­
cepts or contents himself with vague theories and conjectures 
as to the-why and wherefore of the appearance of any extraor­
dinary phenomena ; and against most of the positive reveal- 
ments of science sets up a fantastic creed or religious myth, 
and believes that God interposes when asked, and breaks 
through and troubles the harmony and uniformity of his estab­
lished order to remedy especial cases, which, from caprice, he 
may choose to care for; and which his primordial law did not 
reach! Thus we find him in times of drouth praying for 
rain, and in times of rain and storm praying for fair weathey.

Whereas, if he understood meteoric law, he might as well 
pray for snow to fall in summer, or the sun to rise at midnight! 
We hear them praying for fruitful harvests and abundant sea­
sons, ignoring or disregarding the fact that they altogether de­
pend upon the scientific knowledge and the industry of the 
husbandman, without which they might as well pray for God 
to carry the grist to mill and bring it home again ! We hear 
them imploring God to avert his anger from them, and stay the 
cholera, the yellow fever, and other epidemics, while if they 
bore in mind that they were the results of violated health laws 
and conditions, and that the dark and pestilential alleys, the 
miasmatic marshes and swamps, meteoric derangement, and 
the filthy and leprous food and habits of the people were 
still unheeded, they might as well pray to be delivered from 
death after swallowing prussic acid. How often do we see 
the priest stand over the plague-stricken victim and implore 
God to interpose and save his life, while if he was acquainted 
with the health laws and conditions that immutably govern the 
result, and by and through which God speaks, he might as 
well pray for the African’s skin to turn white or the leopard’s 
spots to change ! I

Modern Spiritualism diflers little herein from ancient super- 
naturalism, when tried by the test of positive knowledge or the 
light of science. They both proceed upon the same principle, 
repudiating the immutability and invariableness of natural law, 
and regarding Nature as the domain whereon the Gods or God 
display their arbitrary power and caprice. For instance, the 
Egyptian priests and astronomers,'observing the periodical ap­
pearance of a flaming star iover the source of the Nile, just I 
preceding the rainy season, gave it the symbolic name_of’the11 
dug star, ^iitl believed ihat-it Wns!'Tlic-i'nesscnger'S'6nt by"the j
gods to herald the coming-inundation, and ^celebrated it ac­
cordingly. Observing that during the spring or germinating 
season the constellation' Taurus, or the Bull, was in the as­
cendant, they conceived that that constellation, or the deity or 
the principle of which it was but the exponent, was connected 
with and presided over the fecundity of the earth, and they 
accordingly sought its favor by sacrifices and prayers, just as 
thousands of years afterward our modern supernaturalists *pray 
fdr rain, fruitful seasons, and abundant harvests! Observing 
that during the hot and sultry season the constellation of the 
Scorpion was in the ascendant, they conceived that it was con-1 
nected with the dearth and sterility of the humid Season, and 
that its malignant influence and hot and poisonous breath 
parched and withered up the green earth, and bred plague, 
pestilence, and death, and they accordingly prayed and sacri­
ficed ter it to appease its anger and avert its malevolent influ­
ence from the earth, precisely as our modern supernaturalists 
do now pray that God may stay the cholera, yellow fever, small­
pox, etc. We might trace the same supernaturalistic ideas and 
worship from Egypt to Greece, and throughout the Greek my­
thology (which is nothing but a vast, ingeniously interwoven 
and ‘complicated system of supernaturalism), and show not only I 
the analogy between the faith and worship of the ancient Greeks 
and the modern orthodox churches in a scientific point of view, 
but their obvious identity of principle. We might show that the 
prayers and sacrifices that then went up to thc goddess Ceres 
for abundant harvests ami fruits were the same that are now of­
fered up for the like blessings, involving precisely the same 
supernaturalistic principle; that the prayers offered up to Nep-1 
tune for successful voyages, or during marine disasters, were I 
the same that are now made by the orthodox for the safety of I 
the seafarers and during storm and shipwreck ; that the prayers 
offered to TEsculapius for health during the prevalence of plague 
were the same which are now oflered up to avert the cholera 
and yellow fever; and that the prayers oflered up to Janus for I 
the triumph of their battles were the same prayers that the I 
English clergy are now (this very day) oflering up for the I 
success of their arms against the Russians! They alike con­
tradict and overrule the established order, and affirm an agent

credulous, explained the phenomena of Nature by wild conjec­
tures and fantastic and absurd theories. Corresponding to the 
period of infancy, the inquisitive and imaginative faculties were 
predominant, and almost every explanation that was given them, 
or was suggested to their infantile fancy, was received'as the 
truth. T^ese explanations were elaborate^ into theological 
and 'religious systems; and although the vicissitudes of time 

I have carried them through many mutations and transmutations, 
their myths have traced on to our times, an$ the prayers oflered 

I up on the banks of the Nile, thousands of years ago,“Tor rain 

and for plenty, are substantially the same in principle as those 
oflered up to-day at Trinity church! This was the supernatur­
al or imaginative era. But afterward, when the wit of man 
became more developed, other faculties came into play, and 
they subtilized the phenomena and their explanations," and at­
tempted to look info the essential properties—thc abstract enti­
ties of things ; and still credulous, they immersed the world in® 
metaphysical jargon. This was the Abstract or metaphysical 
era. Still, as the world grew and men developed, other- facul­
ties were brought into use, and science was bbrp. They then 
began to study, discover, and examine the laws which regu­
lated these phenomena. This waij-the dawning of the positive 
era. Auguste Comte, the'“ Bacon of the Nineteenth Centu­
ry,” who has studied the intellectual history of the world more 
thoroughly, perhaps, than any other man, claims to ha^e Re­

covered a fundamental law of this intellectual growth, which 
he calls “ The Law of/Mental Evolution," and as it has a direct

J

i

bearing upon our subject, we will state it. He says : . *
“ Every branch of knowledge passes successively through three stagey.

First—the supernatural or .fictitious.;, _acco»>4—#’-------- r*,—.——.j^s  _
I^AaLL'flura^ie.;^ or^^ifi*. ^^^ necessary point . f . 
I of departure‘by human intelligence ; the. second-is 'merely a .stage of ’ ♦ ;
transition from the supernatural to the’positive.j an^the third is the . 
fixed and definite condition, in which knowledge ig alone capable'of pro- ^ .
gressive development. > f &

“ In thc attempt made by man to explain the varied phenomcna'bf the 
universe, history reveals to ue, therefore, three distinct and character- 

I istie stages—the theological, the metaphysical, and thc positive. In the 
first, man explains phenomena by some fanciful conception, suggested 
in the analogies of his own consciousness; in the second, he exphins 

I phenomena by some d priori conception of inherent or superad^ed enti- ' 
I ties, suggested in thc constancy observable in phenomena, which con- 
I stancy leads him to suspect that they arc not produced by any inter­
vention on the part of any external being, but are owing to the nature of 
the things themselves; in the thh-d, he explains phenomena by adhering 
solely to these constancies of suggestion and coexistence, ascertained 
inductively, and recognized as thc Laws of Nature. Consequently; in 
the theological stage, Nature is regarded as the theater whereon the'ar- 
bitrary wills and momentary caprices of superior powers play their 
varying and variable parts. In the metaphysical stage the notion^of ca­
pricious divinities is replaced by that of abstract entities, whose modes 
of action nre, however, invariable. In thc positive stage the invariable­
ness of phenomena, under similar conditions, is recognized as thc sum 
total of human investigation, and beyond the laws which regulate phe­
nomena jt is considered idle to penetrate.

“ Although every branch of knowledge must pass through these three - 
stages in obedience to the law of evolution,, nevertheless the process is 
not strictly chronological. • Some sciences are more rapid^in their evolu­
tions than others; some individuals pass through these evolutions more 
quickly than others; so, alsp, of nations. The presen^ intellectual an­
archy results from that difference—some sciences being in the positive, 
some in the supernatural or thcologic, and some in thc metaphysical stage; 
and this is further to be subdivided into individual difTerences; for in a* 
science which, on thc whole, may be admitted as being positive, theft 
will be found some cultivators still in thc metaphysical stage.”

I see no reason to doubt this law of mental evolution. It is 
not inconsistent with the division I make of knowledge into 
positive and speculative, or theoretical; because the metaphys­
ical or abstract stage of Comte is obviously included in the 
speculative division. It rests, like all other speculative knowl­
edge, in theoiy and conjecture, nor can it ever be reduced to * 
the positive grade, the abstract- entities .of things being be­
yond the reach of the human intellect.

Every man of thought, who is able clearly to trace thc his­
tory of Jiis own intellectual unfolding,.from childhood to youth,
and from youth, to manhood, will see in himself a dcmonstra-or agencies above it, and independent of it, who arbitrarily in- i , -----------

terpose as caprice and interest may dictate, and, of course, will I tion of this law of ‘ mental evolution ;” for the history of the

be always hostile to and opposed by the positive revelations 
of science. While the positivist claims that God answers no 
prayers but through his appointed means of established law; 
that he answers the mariner’s prayer for a safe and prosperous 
voyage only through a stoutly-built barque, a well-rigged sail, 
a good compass, and skillful seaman; that He answers the 
husbandman’s prayer for plenteous harvest only through his 
plow-handles, his harrows, his scythes, his rakes, his pitch­
forks, his hoes, and his muck-piles; and that he answers the 
invalid’s prayer for health only thrqugh the health-laws he has 
established. He believes in no Signior-Blitz-way of securing 
the Divine favor. His litany is of a vastly diflerent sort. He 
believes that by the study and knowledge of God’s will, as re­
vealed to him by science, or in the harmonic laws of his uni­
verse, and the use of the means he has placed in his power, 
blessings will come without any further prayer; and unless 
he so obeys his laws, and uses these “ means of grace," curses 
will come, though the earth be made vocal with prayers, and 
psalms, and hymns!

During the early history of the race the world was im­
mersed in speculative knowledge. The people, ignorant and

individual is but the miniature-type of the race, as the hour is
but the miniature-type of the day. He can recollect the various 
stages or planes of development, and what his thoughts and 
motives were; what his states of mind; what his purposes, 
ends, and aims ; his hopes and fears, while passing through 
each. During the ignorance and credulity of^childhood; when* 
all was wonder and mystery, his proverbial inquisitiveness 
was satisfied with any explanation, however wild and fantastic, - 
of the many wonderful phenomena that surrounded him. If 
he is told or left to his own cogitations and conjectures, he 
ascribes them to the immediate agency of supernal ’'powers^ 
and, unable to trace connection and law in their manifestations, 
he believes that they are nothing but the displays oFthe arbi­
trary wills, caprices, and passions of a variety of deities or 
demons; then, finding in the analogies of his own nature the 
correspondent of these wills and passions, and.believing that 
they have power to curse and destroy, or bless and»preserve 
him, he seeks to avert their anger and secure (heir favor by* 
gifts, presents, sacrifices, prayers, penance, etc. Hence, his 
earliest philosophy is a theology. He belies es that God, or the 
gods, especially preside over and directly produce all the »p«
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parent^ diverse phenomena of Nafare, and he prays to him 

.or th^t for'rain. in dry weather, health in sickness, plenty in 
scarci^and for immunity fro’mfitlrmanner of impending ill. 
Thc super-terrene and invisible character of these^i.wers car­
ries his imagination into The realm above, and he emPU^s ’^ ’n 
the creation and projectio.n of a celestial economy, a^^e0P^es 
it with niillion^of fantastic hierarchies and orders, of v^fiich 
the antetypes are found on the earth around him! Phis is 
the history of the early years, of every man of thought. His 
youth and early manhood are, however, marked by a different 
characteristic. He is then intent upon explaining eiery thing, 
not according to their liiw(for'he has not yet leached that 
plane), but according to thek essential properties. He becomes 
subtile aniLmetaphysical,^ tries to penetrate the causes and 
essences of phenomena, and searches for abstract entities, per-, 
petual’motions, universal solvents, elixirsof life, philosopher’s 

\tdnef etc. - But . the progressive unfolding of his faculties 
brings him qn to a still higher plane of intellectual develop­
ment and he begins to comprehend that phenomena and their, 
succession are regulated by unfailing principles. He then em­
ploys his talent and genius in ascertaining those principles, 
recognizing their^knowledge and operation .in all the various 
departments of inquiry) as the ultimate and sum total of human 
investigations. The’ theology or demonology of his childhood, 
and the abstractions or’ metaphysics of his youth and early 
manhood, are then replaced by the soul-satisfying apprehension 
of a God of order, and the uniformity and harmony of his law- 
governed universe ’

These three stag3s or degrees in the mental unfolding of 
the individual are conspicuous in the history of the race. The 
early ages were theological ages, in which the gods or super­
terrestrial powers were* plenty, and figured largely' in 'all 
phenomena of thc universe, and in all the affairs of nations, 
tribes, and men. They were the times in which originated 
the manifold theological systems, religious myths and traditions, 
many of which, undergoing the mutations and changes which 
all speculative ideas necessarily undergo with the changes of 
conditions, climates, people, habits, customs, and laws, have 
come down to our times; and are still respectable and ortho­
dox in the middle of the nineteenth century! Then the suc­
ceeding ages were metaphysical ages, wherein men embarked 
their wits in the search for abstract entities, and bewildered 
learning and knowledge in metaphysical fogs and labyrinths, 
and filled the world with scholastic subtilties. Finally, the 
positive age broke upon us, and introduced into the world uni­
versal science, which reduces all phenomena to immutable law 
arid order. Not that every nation, tongue, and people have 
advanced regularly ip this order; by no means. Some nations 
and people have advanced faster than others; and some classes 
and individuals have advanced more rapidly than iheir nation 
or people. ,<Galileo and his disciples, for instance, had reached 
the positive degree, while his nation was yet in the theological 
stage. Some nations, classes, or individuals may' have been 
passing through the metaphysical stage, while others were yet 
in the theological, and others in. the positive ; just, perhaps, as 

■^we find it at this day. But the general progressive develop­
ment of the race has observed this order, and those who are 
at all .conversant with history will recognize the fact at once.

s For the last half .century there has been an accumulation 
- of scientific knowledge far beyond any thing of the kind in the 
>-past. 1 n^rc na»-i>t3p>. ^... „i,„„ce -;u that ap®£dea ofj«j?x*l-z. 
• edge which is certain, definifeTanff’ffl^L a^ is the

basis of alb true progress and greatness, beyond any‘previous 
period,. The modern philosopher, by confining his investiga- 

^'tions to thedaws which govern and control phenomena to the 
discovery and application of those principles that run through 
them, instead of idly conjecturing explanations, or vainly 
attempting to penetrate their “ real issues,” has immensely en­
larged the circle of positive knowledge. He has, in the various 
sciences, which are but transcripts or classifications of natural 
phenomena, mapped out the unerring laws of their existence, 
and shed floods of lightnpon their uses, designs, and operations. 
Human inquiry has at last been .turned in the right direction, 
and its legitimate object ascertained, namely, the discovery of 
the inherent laws of the multifarious phenomena of the universe. 
So in this age, every thing, no matter how sacred or pro­
fane, no matter whether temporal or spiritual, civil or ecclesi­
astical, and no matter how tremendous or unimportant the 
issues they involve, has been submitted to the test of scientific 
criticism and analysis, and their foundations in the laws of 
Nature, so far as the powers and appliances of man and their 
results are yet developed, have been definitely ascertained. 
The various systems and theories in religion, morality, politics, 
sociology', government, etc., originating in the theological and 
metaphysical ages, are fast giving way to principles, or the 
revelation of the inherent and eternal laws of things principally 
impressed upon them by their unchangeable Creator. The 
vast additions made to positive knowledge within the last half 
century have dissipated the wonders and mysteries that here­
tofore hung over many subjects and phenomena, and dispelled 
the fears, and cireams, and delusions of the credulous super- 
naturalist. Science has arisen like a great sun upon the 
darkness of former ages, and the ghosts and hobgoblins of 
speculative belief at its dawn have hied them away to their 
congenial darkness, among classes and individuals yet in the 
thcologic stage of development. What havoc it has made with 

.old systems of cosmology, astronomy, ethnology, archeology, 
anthropology, astrology, mythology', and, indeed, with all super- 
naturalistic theories ! What libraries of monkish superstition, 
dogmatic religion and theology, and scholastic subtilties it has 
quietly’ consigned to the silent Lethe of oblivion ! Every' kind 
of knowledge that still rests in speculation, theory, or con­
jecture is now regarded, as it ought to be, with suspicion and 
distrust, and is losing caste and consequence in the world. It 
has not the tremendous hold that it used to have on the minds 
of men. 1 he spirit of the age tends strongly' to scientific 
demonstration. Its great want is “ stubborn facts,” their 
analysis and scientific principles. A theory now, unless it is 
speedily followed up by facts and demonstrations, can not long 
humbug the people. Among the scientific and philosophic 
everywhere, there is now a pervading assurance that all things, , 
from the least to the greatest, from the archangel of the celestial , 
heavens to thc grain of sand on the ocean shore, have their ! 

’ science or immutable law, expressing the divine will in each, । 
And this assurance inspires in them a holy confidence in the ( 
permanency, constancy, and harmony of the divine economy. < 
It excludes the idea of caprice and contingency from the uni- j 
verse, and assures us of a God of lo4e and wisdom, of order 
and harmony, who adorably works out his eternal ends through 
eternal’laws ! and it proves (hat a God only of discord, of con­
tradiction, and miracle—of wild impulse, lawless whim, and ( 
selfishness, can answer the impulsive, partial, and selfish ; 
prayers and petitions of tens of thousands of supernaturalist ( 
devotees!

But the realm of speculative knowledge is not confined ex­
clusively to the conjectural expiations of theological problems, 
religious enigmas, and the mysteries of our origin, destiny, 
and final weal or woe. _ It obtains more or less in all the 
sciences, and;jfi every branch of human inquiry’ and research. 
We have occupied thus much time and space with the con­
sideration of speculative knowledge in the spheres of religion 
and theology; because they’ occupy’ a corresponding space in 
the minds of men. The creeds, theological systems, and 
religious beliefs still professed^and preached, are almost ex­
clusively' speculative, and belong to the first and earliest stage 
of mental development. There are few tenets of the orthodox 
churches that have been authenticated by’ the positive reveal- 
ments of science; while vast numbers of them have been 
completely exploded by them. And w.hat seems to- me an 
inexplicable contradiction in their>pretensions, the discoveries 
of science,’which’affirm as true some of those tenets, such, 
for instance, as that man lives a spirit after death, tliat.there 
is a spirit-world, that spirits good and evil can inflow and 
inspire mortals, that they communicate with man, etc., they’ 
utterly’ reject and deny. The sums total of speculative knowl­
edge in- the ' realms of theology and religion immensely out­
number and outweigh the conjectural knowledge of man in all 
other departments of. inquiry, and the speculatist is much more 
tenacious of them than of the systems and theories projected 
to explain the yet unknown laws of Nature in the various 
sciences. The reason, perhaps, is, that the- former are looked 
upon as peculiarly God-revealed, infallible, and sacred, while 
the latter are only the idle excogitations of erring mortals. But 
this difference 'is- a pure assumption, a theory devised to 
explain a problem in some of the every'-day sciences, such as 
physiology', geology, or chemistry, is just as valid and sacred 
as a theory' devise’d to explain the origin of evil, the immortal­
ity' of the soul, the life after death, heaven and hell, or any’ 
other questions adjudicated by’ the religious sentiment. There 
is no available reason for any’ distinction. Theoretical knowl­
edge is but theoretical knowledge, whether it deal with tho 
divine nature, or with the manner of the growth of a blade of 
grass; and positive knowledge is positive knowledge, whether 
it marks with mathematical precision the distant returns of a 
comet or analyzes the components of a hair. They are 
broadly demarkated from each other, and more or less pervade 
every branch of human investigation—although in the theo­
logical and religious spheres, as I have before said, they claim 
almost exclusive sway. In astronomy’ there are theories to 
explain the yet unknown cause, laws, and purposes, of many 
astronomical appearances. In geology there are theories to 
explain the yet unknown problems as to the various changes 
and formations of the strata of the earth. In chemistry there 
are theories to explain the yet unknown laws and principles 
of many’ wonderful results. In physiology’ there are theories 
to explain the yet unknown laws, uses, and purposes of many’ 
functional adjustment. In psychology there are theories to 
explain the yet unknown laws and nature of many' mental 
phenomena. Investigators in the various sciences in tracing 
out the laws, principles, and conditions which rule and explain 
their diverse phenomena, when they'arrive at a point beyond 
which they' are not'yet able to proceed, often eke out the 
explanation or system by a hypothesis. Whenever there is a 
hiatus or chasm in their exploration, conjecture comes in, and 
fhgK-hridMe. H overwitli_,a theory. There are many Jjlanks in 
the sciences that are thus fined up by .speculation. These 
theories have^like the sects in religion, their disciples and 
advocates, who war against and oppose each other .with much 
stubborn bigotry and intolerance. But the prudent philosopher 
is he who carefully’ marksvthe point where certain knowledge 
terminates, and where theorizing begins. The disputed regions 
he merely’ regards as terra incognita, peopled by’ thc imagina­
tions of the explorers, and holds in abeyance all theories and 
conjectures, until by’ induction, observation, and analysis they’ 
are either exploded or become scientific verities.

Speculative belief is always and essentially' contingent and 
mutable. It is at best but a mere temporary expedient, to be 
laid aside when the things it undertakes to explain are scien­
tifically demonstrated. When it comes to speculating, every' 
individual, if left to the free exercise of his own private judg­
ment, in virtue of his very'individuality, will conjecture difler- 
ently. He.ice speculative belief is, from its very nature, the 
•source of infinite divergence and interminable discord. Hence 
it is the theater of manifold contradictions, sectarian zeal, con­
troversies, disputes, and persecutions. It opens a wide field, 
where every’ individual who chooses may’ project a system or 
theory, and is wholly’ left to the guidance of his own imagina­
tion. It has no landmarks, no compass, no law. It gives us

“Jef ebel'lj li)f|o be fully pended in fc ’oton A^”

new tore, Saturday; November 4,1354.

TO CORRFSPONDFNTS.
Albert Booth, of Springfield, lit, and L. nantrisk, of Middletown, are respectfully in­

formed that we have received their letter containing $1, but unaccompanied by any 
deRnitc direction as to who Is the subscriber,.or to what P. 0. Ihe paper is to be sent.

(g^Owing to the length of Mr. Courtney’s lecture, we 
have not space for our regular editorial leader. The reader 
has probably lost nothing by this circumstance, and may have 
gained much.

THE CAUSE IN THE FRATERNAL CITY-
At the solicitation of our Philadelphia friends we were with 

them last Sunday, and addressed very large and intelligent au­
diences morning and evening. Notwithstanding there were 
spiritual meetings at two other places within the city, and its 
dependencies, the large and commodious. Hall in Sansom" 
Street, which will tiold about one thousand persons, was well 
filled in the morning, and in the evening we believe there were 
no vacant seats. The people listened to what we had fo offer 
with the most respectful and earnest attention.

We saw no indications of disorder among the friends in 
Philadelphia, and from all that wc could perceive we feel au­
thorized to conclude that

“ ——-— Heaven’s first law”

reigns in the City of Brotherly Love. The “free-love doc­
trines” have, however, created no disturbance there, and we 
learn that the people believe in “ free-love” only in the great 
Divine and humanitary sense.

The present aspect of the cause in Philadelphia is highly 
encouraging, and we derived great pleasure from our brief in­
terview with the friends in that city, by whom we were re­
ceived with the greatest cordiality. We met with several old 
and dear friends, and with many others whom we shall long 
remember. Our grateful acknowledgments are especially due 
to Dr. C. B. Foster and his esteemed lady, by whom we were 
most kindly entertained.

WORKING IN VACUUM.
In company with a friend the other day, we called to 

examine an invention by which a person is enabled to do cer­
tain things under a receiver after the vacuum is produced. This 
invention of Mr. Green is now on exhibition at Ryerson’s, 100 
Spring Street.

Thc distinctive nature of the invention consists in making 
an aperture in the receiver iff the form of a socket, in which a 
ball is fitted to turn in every direction. By virtue of the. form 
of this ball and socket, the aperture is hermetically closed. 
Now through this ball passes a rod so accurately fitted and 
packed, that it can be-worked up and down without the air, 
and oh account of its relation to the ball, can also be moved 
laterally in every direction. By this means several kinds of 
work may bo do».~-A»i «pno<> whence'-mi jitmr»«pimri«*—»;»«-J.;as 
been exhausted. Fruits, pulse, meats, etc., can thus be pre­
served in their natural state, and with’the certainty that their 
flavors will be preserved, since the work of sealing or solder­
ing is done with facility.

This invention, it appears to us, bids fair to work a revolution 
in this whole department. It may, moreover, be applied in 
working the metals ; and in chemical experiments, its results 
may be beyond human calculation, since a whole family of 
metals was discovered in a day by Sir H. Davy, with the im­
perfect arrangement he then employed.

with tea, they attempted to move the table, but the Spirits were not 
ready td have it removed, nnd they could not stir it. One tried, then 
two tried, then three ; and at length five united their strength ; but 
there stood the table, and they could not budge it. One lady's dress 
got undbr a leg of the table while it was moving-, and they tried to raise 
tho leg so that she could get it out; but it refused to be lifted. She suc­
ceeded, however, in drawing it out, and thereby released herself. Noth­
ing could be done with it but. to clear it oft' ns it stood, nnd it re­
mained there all night. In the morning they found it still fast to the 
floor; but on sitting around it, and putting their hands on it, the sup­
porters were shoved iu and the leaves let down by the Spirits, and it be­
came movable. These facts can be substantiated by indubitable testi­
mony, if, at,this day, doubts still remain in people's minds as to the 
truth of such manifestations.

THE TELEGRAPH AND THE TRIBUNE.
The following communication is from a distinguished literary gentle­

man who is already widely known as an author. At his particular re­
quest we give it a place in our columns, but can not consent to be held 
responsible for any opinions which either our correspondent or the 
editor of the Rhode Island Freeman may express or entertain, in reference 
to this particular subject.

Mr. Editor :
You will confer a favor on many readers of the New York 

Tribune, and also of your own journal, by giving place to the 
subjoined editorial extract from the Rhode Island Freeman of 
Oct. 7th, a well-known and influential press. It embodies, in 
a terse and pointed paragraph, the opinion of a large class of 
the readers of the first-named paper concerning the merits of 
the recent “ passage at arms” between the author of “ Ghost 
Literature" in the Tribune and the Spiritual Telegraph. 
The course of the Tribune with reference to Spiritualism, how­
ever it may meet with favor from the improgressive and secta­
rian classes (who generally are not its patrons), meets with 
little sympathy from a large class of progressive minds in New 
England, who from its commencement have been its warm
supporters. * * *

FROM THE RHODE ISLAND FREEMAN.

S. B. Brittan, in thc Spiritual Telegraph of last week, takes hold of 
one of the editors of the New York Tribune and nearly throttles him to 
death. The Tribune some weeks ago, under the head of Ghost Litera­
ture, charged Spiritualism with the free-love doctrines of Dr. Nichols 
and S. P. Andrews. When challenged for his proof, the Tribune quoted 
Adin Ballou. This was the Tribune's principal and only witness ; and 
this witness, as Mr. Brittan shows, testifies that “ comparatively few 
Spiritualists have become aware of this free-love development.” The 
'Tribune with all its ability and excellent qualities as a public journal, 
displays now and then some of the infirmities common to human nature. 
Its obvious prejudice against Spiritualism leads it to say many foolish 
things, which it will some day be ashamed of.

The Lectures at Dodworth’s Academy on Sunday were 
largely attended, both morning and evening, the Hall being full 
on both occasions, though the day was stormy, and the general 
attendance at the churches but small. Rev. '1'. L. Harris dis­
coursed in the morning on the Divine Element in Spiritualism, 
and in the evening on Spiritual Facts in their Relations to 
Spiritual and Humanitary Science. Bro. II. will lecture on 
Sunday next. The friends who desire seats should be early 
in their attendance.

search was renewed on the next morning, but with- no better * 
success. Finally, despairing of the recovery of the purse by 
any merely human means, recourse was had to the Spirits, by ’ 
whom the lady was informed that she had dropped her jmrse 
inside the door-yard of he^ouse, between the gate and the 
door. They searched for the missing article at the place in­
dicated, and soon found it by the side of the path, partly 
covered up with grass and leaves.

Spiritual Society in Brooklyn.—We learn that last 
Sunday, the Spiritualists in Brooklyn, cooperating^with Rev. 
U. Clark and lady, organized a society for the, promotion of the
>5pii ituaincauseTiHinft (^ " ~

We are requested to say that next Sunday morning at 10^ 
o’clock, a meeting of all the friends is invited at the Hall, 16G 
.Fulton Street, to confer in regard to measures of much mo­
ment. Public services at 3 p.m. The Sunday evening meet­
ings are withheld for the present, and week-day evening lec­
tures will commence soon.

no guarantee or assurance of its continued reasonableness and 
plausibility, and. apparent conformity to nature and law. It 
may change to-morrow, and next day again. No man is wise 
who stakes important issues upon it. It lacks that character 
of permanence and stability which is required to act upon, in 
the great affairs of life and death. In religious matters, it sur­
passes an arbitrary and capricious agent or agents, who are 
daily importuned to work miracles and to make it rain or shine, 
by the suspension or contradiction of established law. The 
world has been misled, deluded, and afflicted long enough by 
it, and now is our time of promise—the morning of a new day ! 
Speculative knowledge is fast sinking into disrepute, and 
scientific knowledge ascending the throne. It is extending its 
empire to all things of man ; for each and all things have their 
inherent, natural, and spiritual law, which to know and obey 
is life eternal, but which not to know or to disobey is death. 
The province of science is to search out those laws and prin­
ciples, in all ihe various departments of life, and faithfully 
chronicle them for our application and observance. The 
redemption and salvation of the world—the peace, and harmony, 
and happiness, and final glory of the race, depend upon it. It 
is the study, the knowledge of and obedience to the outer 
expressions of the infinite harmonies of the divine love and 
wisdom—the knowledge of all-enduring and all-saving harmonic 
law, that will redeem, regenerate, and disenthrall the human 
family. It will never ripen into a glorious and harmonic 
destiny upon abstract theories. It flourishes with an unequaled 
greenness, and beauty, and strength upon facts and their scien­
tific principles. They are, in social order, politics, morals, and 
religion, and in all the relations and conditions of man, the 
only efficient and permanent basis of his prosperity. The 
scientific philosopher who investigates and teaches these laws, 
in every thing that concerns the well-being of the race ; in the 
sciences and the arts; in man’s" material, moral, intellectual, 
passional, and spiritual relations and concerns, is the true 
watchman on Zion’s walls—is the true evangel of the gospel 
of the Christ. His prayers will never fail to be answered, for 
he is a priest after God’s own heart—a priest forever after the 
order of Melchisedec.

August 18M*1854.

A CANDID OPINION.
The Portland Transcript, edited by Edward H. Elwell, is 

one of the best literary and miscellaneous papers in New En­
gland. The editor, if he does not fully believe in Spiritualism, 
has at least the intelligence to perceive the nature of its claims, 
and the justice to respect them. The following is extracted 
from an article which recently appeared in that journal. 
Speaking of the views and inculcations of the Spiritualists, 
the editor says :

They teach that wc ought to have a higher aim than the mere accu­
mulation of wealth—that by kindness, charity, and benevolence—by the 
cultivation of every thing that tends to improve the social condition, en­
large and discipline the mental capacity, and refine the heart of man, 
are we progressive here aud hereafter—that there is no such thing as a 
miraculous change of heart, but that the practice of doing our duty be­
gets the love of if; “ custom becomes a second nature;” that there is 
no change at death, but that a man enters the Spirit-domain possessing 
thc same peculiarities precisely that characterized him in life—thc good, 
thc just, and educated, thc miserly, selfish, and dishonest, just as they 
were, each to reap his reward “ according to his works"—but that the 
power and opportunities for improvement in thc aftcr life are much 
more enlarged than in this.

And what creed, now preached from the pulpit, furnishes such induce­
ments to lead a correct life as this—what creed is producing such glo­
rious results among mankind as this, where it is known.

DIGEST OF CORRESPONDENCE.
Dr. J. Webb, of Union city, Alameda County, California, 

writes us concerning the unkind treatment which he had re­
ceived from a brother clergyman in consequence of his (Dr. 
W.’s) having forsaken the old land-marks of theology and 
adopted the spiritual philosophy. We can only remind our 
friend that several others have been treated in a similar way 
for doing the same thing, though wc know not that this reflec­
tion will afford him much consolation. It was the rule of the 
Great Shepherd, when a lamb had strayed from the flock, to 
go and seek diligently until he found it, and then place it upon 
his shoulder and gently carry it back to the fold. The modern 
degenerate shepherds of Israel, however, when a lamb strays 
away from what they deem the true flock, hunt it down by the 
bloodhounds of bigotry, and then if it won’t go back of itself, 
lacerate its flesh and strip off its wool, and leave it in the 
desert naked, wounded, and half dead—a prey to wild beasts. 
Here is a contrast, it must be confessed.

The volume of hymns of which our correspondent sends us 
a few specimens, may subserve a useful purpose hereafter, bu 
in our judgment its publication would be premature at present.

THE FACULTY OF PRESENTIMENT.
We have already published a “digest” of a letter of^tlje 

author of the following (who is a California miner), in which he 
mentioned the fact that he was guided in his mining operations- 
by impressions received in his sleep concerning the productive­
ness or unproductiveness of any particular^spot fixed upon for 
an excavation. In the following communication, which the 
philosophic mind will read with interest, our correspondent 
endeavors to give the theory of the pre&ience by which he. 
professes to be guided.
Mr. Editor :

I stated to you in my first letter, that it was not a conscious foreign; 
influence by which that sentiment (an impression of thc future] ^as7 
written, but that there- appeared to be an unvarying certainty in thc 
effects of some influence which is at times exerted upon thc mind. Tlie 
condition in which this influence is developed, is thc state of natural 
glcep. From investigation it appears tbat-theHumaif organism is com­
posed of two sets of nerves, which may be termed positive and negative. 
The positive nerves are'those that are the mediums of consciousness in 
all exterior relations; while the negative arc only,concerned in the.pro- 
duction of all involuntary and unconscious ihotion throughout the 
animal economy. Now the wakeful state is the reposing state of the 
insensible nerves, while thc sleeping condition is the reposing condition 
of the positive, or nerves of sensation ; in thc latter condition thc pre­
viously negative becomes thc positive principle, and is the direction 
from which sensation flows: that is, the mind acts outwardly, it being 
the third or inner principle, while in the wakeful state the direction of 
sensation is from the'external or outward to the internal. lienee in- 
that state, all things external being in a positive relation to thc mind, 
thc impressions will be as the condition from which they are produced.

Now since the external nerves arc acted np&n by external objects in 
a positive degree, it were impossible that the negatives or inner degree 
should be any thing more than in a rcceptional relation teethe positive 
nerves. But when thc state of sleep exists, then a reverse action'has 
taken place, and impressions are passing from within outward. But as 
they are still under the influence of thc outward impressions, the nega­
tive influence is but feeble in its impressions on those nerves ; hence'we 
remember but little of what passes in thc menial chamfer during the 
hours of repose. And further, as the language of thc negative is o(,one' 
character, while that of thc positive is of another, there must'of necessity 
be a difficulty in comprehending the characters that arc so often fon^d 
imprinted upon the extcrnnHiewes when consciousness'is restoredT-'--

The negative nerves correspond to effects, while the^posjtive 'corre­
spond to causes; if the former perceive effects, and tho latter perceive 
only causes as thc momentary passing events; hence while; the .latter 
are in full action, they can not form nn impression of any effect then 
being produced; but in the state of reflux or sleep, the effect be­
comes in turn a cause, and a judgment is given by an impression then 
produced from thc effect upon the negative nerves; which causes the 
foundation or imprintation of the reality upon thc external or thc then 
passive and receptive nerves. Thc mind being prompted to actions 
upon ihe positive neives by outward or thc present objects, it can not 
at that moment act independently upon the negative nerves in a positive 
relation, else it were acting with an equal force in opposite directions. 
But let the positive nerves be in repose, then they are negative to the< 
mind, and as a consequence,'impressions of coming cvents-are formed 
upon those nerves, which, when aroused to a positivestate still regain 
fixed, so ns to be. recognized by the mind ns if‘they, bad been produced 

_i*.zi>n-Aj.A_<xatii<ii-A,,;atAjma z.i'-cLa ~«venT;; ;rbr n 8imilar reason, that, if we 
look steadily at a brilliant object ^nd then close the eyes, the image of 
thc thing seen is distinct,‘as if thc light continuedfto flow into'the eye.

This theory affords matterfor much speculation, which will termihate 
in the establishment of thc existence of a principlc in the mind not here­
tofore known, and by virtue of which thc mind can as readily live in the 
reality of the future, as in the realiiy of the past. For events or causes ’ 
which are sensible, sustain the same relation to thc mind as effects or 
future events ; for one and thc same relation must be established in the 
mind, prior to the. perception of the reality of thc past or future. Such 
being thc ease, it were as easy for one to live in the reality of the future, 
however distant, as in the present. It is possible, however, to know 
only those things for which thc mind has a sympathy or which it 
has a positive tendency to know.

This mental principle will sooner or later be fully realized to be 
true; and will become a certain guide in all momentous movements in 
individual life. For example, in the present case, how advantageous it 
was to foreknow the result of my trip to this country, which was not 
only to get gold by mining for it, but to fully establish the certainty of 
thc existence of such a principle which was developed in me prior to 
starting, during natural sleep! Thc Spirits said, “ You will have success 
in California ;” giving me an impression of some of thc events thatw'ould 
occur on thc way, which did occur, and to all appearance will be ful­
filled to the letter.

You is for truth, D. JI. COOK.

THE SPIRITS AND THE CATHOLICS.
The Age of Progress, Stephen Albro’s new and excellent 

paper, published at Buffalo, N. Y., has the subjoined article 
under the editorial head. The Spirits will have their own 
way in defiance of Papal edicts. They have taken the great 
“ beast” of Rome by the horns, and they will not let him go. 
When he does escape—should that ever occur—he will have 
been shorn of his power—he will be one of the “ no-horned” 
kind.

Not having the fear of a Papal bull before their eyes, the Spirits in 
this city have invaded the sanctuary of Roman Catholicism. A lady 
who is a medium for spiritual communications, but not known to be such 
by the people into whose house the Spirits introduced themselves, went, 
by invitation, with a friend, to spend the afternoon and evening with a 
respectable Catholic family. When all were seated around the tea-table, 
the Spirits commenced rapping. No attention being paid to this, they 
commenced moving the tabic, turning it around, first one way and then 
the other, changing dishes and tea with the guests all around the board. 
The lady of the house asked her sister, who was present, if she was 
moving the table iu that manner; and the question went round ; but 
nobody had done it, and it still kept moving. At length it was whisper­
ed, by the friend of the medium, that it was Spirits. Then all with 
common consent appealed to the invisible guests to declare themselves, 
if they were moving the table. Hereupon the raps commenced with 
unmistakable distinctness, giving the name of the Spirit, which was the 
deceased daughter of the hostess, who acknowledged herself convinced 
of the identity of her daughter's Spirit, and was affected to tears.

There was much more of an affecting nature, which we can not‘give 
without exposing the family to the wrath of the Papish priesthood, 
which we would by no means do as long as they remain in that connec­
tion, which we hope will not be long. When the company got through

Mr. Silas Lamb, of Scriba, Oswego Co., N. Y., “ whose, 
locks have been whitened by the snows of seventy-six win­
ters,” sends a subscriber, and writes in an enthusiastic manner 
of the new spiritual light which the modern phenomena have 
shed upon his declining years. He finds in the present un­
foldings “ another golden link in the everlasting chain of events, 
mingling its strength and beauty with all former revelations, 
the great book of nature not excepted.” Quite a number of 
mediums are in process of development in his neighborhood, 
and he sends us a specimen of the communications that are 
occasionally given through them. The communication, how­
ever, seems to have been mostly intended for those who re­
ceived it, and not so much for the world at large; and the pres­
ent crowded state of our columns seems to forbid its publicity.

J. M. R-, of Portland, Fountain County, Ind., writes some 
free thoughts concerning the spiritualistic cause, and various 
features of the opposition. He specifies, in serial order, the 
various concessions and assumptions of the opposers, for the 
purpose oi showing that their antagonism is basedOpon “ priest­
craft, prejudice, and superstition.” Our correspondent also 
oilers some heartily appreciative remarks in reference to the 
character and course of the Telegraph ; but we have not 
room for a further notice of his article.

E. Samson, of Ypsilanti, Mich., writes us an account of the 
discovery of lost money by Spirits, the essential particulars of 
which are as follows: On the 24lh of August last, Mrs. L., of 
that village, went out shopping, and on the evening of the same 
day discovered that she had lost her purse, containing some 
thirty-six dollars. The ground over which she had passed 
during the day was retraced, the shops where she had been 
were revisited, and diligent inquiry and search were made 
for the missing treasure, but it was not to be found. The

SPIRItUALISM AND THE TELEGRAPH.
Mr. Lawson Runyon, writing from Hot Springs, Arkansas, 

speaks thus of the Telegraph and the cause it advocates :
I have had the pleasure of reading your soul-cheering, hope-reviving ' 

Spiritual Telegraph for several months weekly. Before I met with ' 
the Telegraph, I had read in tho papers accounts of the spiritual ’ 
“ humbug,” written by it^ opponents, and had supposed it to be a most 
pitiful and barefaced imposition upon the credulity of the weak-minded, , 
and fanatical; and when I saw an account that a weekly paper was 
established to advocate and defend the doctrine of spiritual intercourse, 
I at once concluded it was got up by some unprincipled fanatic or 
knave who discovered that he could make money by the publication.' 
So the matter rested in my mind until by accident one number of the 
Spiritual Telegraph fell into my hands I hardly thought I should 
have the patience to read much of its contents; still I was disposed to 
read enough to see tbc drift and bearing of thc principles advocated. A 
perusal'of that number opened my eyes to the trulli, and caused an 
entire revolution in my opinion concerning the humbug. .In that nuhi- 
ber I learned that Judge Edmonds was a believer in the doctrine of 
Spiritualism. I also saw your comments on the intolerant and pro-' 
scriptive spirit of the opposition toward him for his sincerity and 
honesty. This alone was enough to enlist my feelings for him, and 
before I had read through one number of the Telegraph I prophesied • 
publicly that Spiritualism would revolutionize the Christian world. For 
instead of a servile truckling to fanatical prejudice, and a dogmatical ’v 
advocacy of some wild and marvelous ism, I found an independent? 
high-toned journal advocating the largest and broadest liberty, pro­
claiming the absolute freedom and independence of mind, and assorting 
truths and principles which needed but to be named to be admitted by *► 
every intelligent and enlightened mind. I felt that the fetters of super­
stition and intolerant dogmatism would be stricken from many an honest 
but priest-ridden mind. •*

To find a journal of such a character, conducted by editors of such 
evident honesty, liberality, intelligence, and ability, was to me indeed a 
iaPP}’ discovery; and furthermore, my convictions of the effects that 
Spiritualism would have upon the various religious dogmas now tau^it 
by the different sects, arose from the liberal, rational, and self-evident 
truths and doctrines advocated by Spiritualists, more than from any faith 
in their spiritual origin. * * . ♦ * *

Although my mind has long been at rest with dogmatical theology, 
yet still I must say my happiness has been increased, and I enjoy a hope 
beyond the grave which I hardly possessed before I became a reader of 
you^journal. I have taken some pains to awaken an interest in tbe 
minds of others in relation to the subject of Spiritualism; we have not ' 
yet been so fortunate as to have seen any manifestations, but all who 
have read your paper admit the force aid beauty of the doctrines taught ’i, 
through the mediums, and seem to feel an interest in the matter. The 
spiritual doctrine advocates all that is lovely and beautiful in the coin- . 
mon theology, a^^enounces all its frightful absurdities and deformities.
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Physiognomy of a Spiritual Circle.—We have just casually dropped 
in to a spiritual circle of Catharine Fox, at 553 Broadway. We wit­
nessed no astounding demonstrations, such as often occur in her pres­
ence, but the scene which presented, and the,general proceedings of the 
session were such as we think ought at least to have greatly diminished 
the skepticism of any candid and observant materialist who might have 
been present. Some twenty persons were present, of all ages and both 
sexes, and apparently of ven’ diverse mental idiosyncrasies and de­
grees of education. Some were full believers, others doubting and 
cautious inquirers, and one or two were apparently confirmed skeptics. 
Every thing forbade tho supposition of an intended conspiracy, or even 
unconscious concurrence of thought and action, for thc production of 
any regular series of results, cither favorable or unfavorable to the spir­
itualistic theory. There was evidently a disposition on all hands to let 
the manifestations take their own natural course, and work out their 
own results without thc prompting of friends or the obstruction of foes; 
and thc whole thing wore such an open, honest countenance, that one 
could scarcely have refused to give it the credit of at least believing 
that it was all it professed to be. The tout ensemble of the proceedings, 
moreover, wore an aspect so much like truth, that the attentive observer 
could no(. have failed to be impressed that there was an element of re­
ality in it somewhere, rendering it worthy of the profoundest attention 
of the investigating mind.

When we entered the room, a lady was silently writing questions upon 
a slip of paper, so held that the medium could not see what was writ­
ten. These were generally responded to by affirmative and negative an­
swers, which the questioner said were correct. Presently, however, a 
signal was heard for thc alphabet, which being called, the sentence was 
spelled, “My dear child, I do love you still.” The lady then showed 
the question she had written, which was, “ Do you love me still!” Di­
rectly afterward the alphabet "was called again, when it was spelled, 
“ Yes, I know you love me.” Tho lady then showed her secretly-writ­
ten question, which was, “Do I love you 1” The appropriateness of 
these answers could hardly have been the result of a guess, and cer­
tainly they could not have been clairvoyantly perceived by the medium, 
whose attention was nt the time absorbed in another way.

Trance'or Thomas Say.—Thomas Say, a distinguished Quaker and 
most excellent man, was born in Philadelphia in the year 1709. During 
his life lie had many remarkable spiritual experiences, of which thc fol­
lowing is one : During a severe fit of pleurisy, when about seventeen 
years of age, he fell into a trance, and for several hours was thought by 
his friends and physician to be dead. He, however, subsequently revi­
ved, and related thnt he had witnessed beatific visions, and heard voices 
of men, women, and children singing in the most enrapturing strains 
of praise to God. lie mentioned that, during his trance, he had also 
seen three men die, and related all the circumstances attending their 
several deaths. Two of those persons being acquaintances of thc par­
ties to whom his story was related, they sent immediately to inquire 
whether they had really died, and under those circumstances. They 
were found to have actually died at that very time, and every item in 
the attending circumstances as related by Say was fully confirmed. 
Thc third person was a negro belonging to the widow Kearney. Some 
time after thc recovery of Say, the widow K. sent for him to inquire 
whether he thought that departed Spirits knew one another. He an­
swered her in thc affirmative, and then told her he saw her negro man 
die while he was in a trance. She asked him, “ Where did he die I” He 
answered, “In thc brick kitchen between thc jamb of the chimney and 
thc wall, and that when they took him off the bed to lay him on the 
board, his head slipped out of their hands.” This the old lady acknowl­
edged was true. In answer to further inquiries, Say said that they had 
then laid thc negro between the back door and thc street door. Mrs. 
K. said she did not remember that; but when Say added that they had 
only laid him there while they’ swept under the window where they 
afterward laid him, she said it was all perfectly true. Say described the 
Spirits of these persons as possessing thc perfect human form, though 
he saw their physical bodies nt the same time, the walls being no ob­
struction to his sight.

A PERIPATETIC Tarlu —— A gontleinnu. from Utic^ wna in our oftlcc a 

few days ago, and related thc following singular fact, which had come 
to his personal knowledge, to Bro. T. L. Harris, who is acquainted with 
him, and has entire confidence in his word : A gentleman in Utica died 
some months ago, leaving to widowhood a wife who had most tenderly 
loved him. The widow in her affectionate grief was afterward in the 
habit of going every day to the closet where her deceased husband's 
clothes hung, and handling and kissing them in affectionate tenderness. 
After she had continued this practice for some time, she received, 
through a medium, a communication from the Spiritof her husband, di­
recting her to remove his clothes from the closet and carry’ them up.in- 
thc garret. She proceeded to comply with thc request, and on gather­
ing up the clothes and starting with them for the garret, a small table 
that was standing near her took a notion to accompany her. Keeping 
at a certain distance from her person, it walked along behind her, as­
cending thc stairs and entering the garret room, and apparently know­
ingly, and with an air of surveillance looked on the act of depositing the 
clothes in a suitable place. After this was done, the lady turned and 
descended the stairs, when the table again followed her ns before ; and 
entering the room from which it had started, itgaxc itself a good shake, 
as if to indicate its satisfaction with what had just occurred, and then 
became quiet.

A Remarkable Dream ano Cuke.—In another paragraph we have 
briefly alluded to the- history and remarkable spiritual experiences of 
Thomas Say, the Quaker. We may here add that Say possessed ex- 
traordinary'gifts of healing, both by medication nnd manipulation; and 
these were called into requisition once in thc following remarkable man­
ner : A voung woman who lived some distance from Philadelphia, 
where Say resided, had long been grievously afflicted with epileptic fits, 
from which physicians could afford her no relief. She dreamed one 
night that a person appeared to her nnd informed her thnt if she would 
go to the city and make application to one Tliomns Say, she would be 
cured of her fits by medicines which he would prescribe. Though this 
impression wns deep, she treated it merely ns a common drenm, until 
some time nftcrwnrd-the person who gave her thc advice appeared to her 
in another drenm ami upbraided her for not following his directions. 
She excused herself by saying that she had no means to go to thc city, 
and that she did not know the road, never having been there, and also 
that she was not acquainted with the man. She thought that her ad­
viser then left her, but presently returned with two horses, one of which 
she mounted and he the other, and they both together rode to the city, 
nnd to the house of Say, when after seeing the man she nwokc. Thc 
next morning she comihunicntcd herdrenms to some of her friends, and 
shortly Afterward a voung man came to thc door with two horses, which 
she identified with those she had seen in her vision. She mounted the 
one she dreamed she had rode, and he the other, nnd the two thus 
rode to the citv. she anticipating the appearance of thc road nil the 
way. Arriving at the city, they went directly to the house of Sny, 
whom thc voung woman recognized from her previous dream; nnd on 
making known her business he gave her some medicine which she took, 
and never afterward had a fit.

f _____________ __________________________________

< The Spirits about Long Beard.-AI a recent session of a circle of 
intelligent Spiritualists in this city, who are in the habit of receiving 
communications apparently from high sources, conversation turned 
upon the oflices and uses of the human beard. One argued that the 
beard and hair should never be cut; another that there was no more 
impropriety in shaving the beard closely than there was in cutting thc 
nails; another argued that both beard and hair might be properly 
clipped when their length became inconvenient. After these inter- 

- changes of thought the Spirits called for the alphabet and spelled a 
communication to thc effect that the beard and hnir perform electric or 
magnetic functions having relation to the universal sense of touch, and 
more especially to thc spiritual offices of that sense; and that t ley 
might safely be kept at the length of three inches, but can never be cut 
shorter than that without injury. Since this communication was given, 
several of the barbed gentry, and Monsieur Moimeme among the num­
ber, imagine that they actually have now more courage to face, attack, 
and subdue that the reaction from which previously caused unpleasant sen-

' sations upon thc'extcrnals cither of body or mind. Y c may find in this 
a philosophical reason for thc fact, that the soldier in cultivating courage, 
manifests also a natural tendency to cultivate the beard and mustache, and 
^hy so many of the mental soldiers who, in the cultivation and exercise 
of a far higher courage, engage in the existing revolutionary’ war of 
ideas, instinctively do the same thing. **

dfrigitinl C'ninmunitntiniifi.
SPIRIT-LOVE.

BY AUGUSTINE DUGANNE.

Tell me, ye who long have threaded 
All the mazes of thc heart, 

z\.rc not life and death still wedded,
Each of each a part I

Once a gentle form before me
Shed n light around my soul; 

Holy eyes were bending o’er me, 
Music through my’ spirit stole. 

Once mj’ inmost life was plighted
Fondly with a saint on earth, 

Like two music-notes united—
Notes that sever in their birth.

Yet not severed we, though parted, 
Still in truth our souls are one;

Though on earth the gentle-hearted 
Hath her blessed mission done.

Still for me in sweet communion 
Lives the form that secmeth dead.

Love was once our chain of union, 
Still with love our souls are wed.

In the spirit’s tranquil vesper,
When the prayer of love ascends, 

Comes a soft, responsive whisper,
With my voiceless musing blends ; 

Then as earth’s dim shadows faintly
Flit and from mine cy’cs depart, 

Dwells with me a presence saintly, 
Dove-like folded near my heart.

Tell mo, then, ye spirit-seeing,
Is it truth the angel saith ’

Is not love the chain of being—
Love the lord of death !

THE SPIRIT BIRD.
The following lines were received by me while thinking of 

a sweet little daughter now in the Spirit-world. I was always 
in the habit of calling her my “ little bird ;” and she, when 
asked her name, would reply that she was her “ father’s bird.”

TO MARY, “MY BIRD.”

'Twas better for thee, dear bird of my soul, 
To depart at the dawning of life;

Thou art nearer to heaven, thy ultimate goal, 
Than if living ’mid sorrow and strife.

Being called away for a few moments, I found on my return 
he following response, written through the hand of Mrs.C.:

Thy sweet little Mary still lives in that home 
Where the music of angels is heard, 

Oh, do not recall her to earth and its gloom, 
Though soaring toward heaven she still is thy bird.

Rochester, Sept., 1851. h. m. r.

THE DEATHS OF JEFFERSON AND ADAMS.
Mr. Editor :

The interesting reminiscences connected with the deaths 
of these illustrious compatriots, of which your Illinois friend 
treats in the Telegraph of to-day are indood well calculated 
to arouse thc inquiry, whether such august and impressive 
coincidences as these arc nothing more than blind fantastic 
accidents, or the significant and ordered effects of a governing 
and intelligent higher cause?

The historical facts which your correspondent brings to mind 
in a new and strong light, suggests also, to me, the existence 
of a certain passage in the volume entitled Philosophy of the 
Spirit-World, which has a direct bearing on the question 
involved—i. e., Was the remarkable “ coincidence” in the 
deaths of. Jefferson and Adams, on the same day, and that day 
the Fourth of July, a mere result of chance, or an event dis­
posed by higher influences ? The book alluded to purports to 
have been written by Spirits, through the mediumship of Rev. 
Charles Hammond, of Rochester. Of its claims to a spiritual 
origin I will not now speak, further than to remark, that it is a 
volume which/m men in Ihe body could have produced under 
any’ circumstances, and one which contains a good deal of truth 
and philosophy, stated in a manner wholly’ original. But the 
passage referred to—if we accept it as a revelation from the 
spiritual world—throws some light on the very’ subject of the 
seemingly miraculous deaths of .Jefferson and Adams.

Thomas Paine is the Spirit who writes through the hand of 
Mr. Hammond. He says :

“ By’ an arrangement between mvself nnd W illiam Penn, it was agreed 
that I should visit Thomas Jefferson, and he would visit John Adams. 
Our object was to invite them to the capitol of the United States upon 
their entrance into this sphere, which tec knew teas near at hand. I saw 
Jefferson, with whom I hud sympathized in his elevation to the presi­
dential chair, enter into his new life, and William witnessed the release 
of John Adams from his earth-sphere. Neither had much confidence in 
meeting again, until the realities of this sphere broke upon their minds. 
It was the nation's birthday, and when I reached the hall of representa­
tives with my friend, we waited the coming of William and his friend, 
which was about one hour.*
********

•• Paine [to Jefferson].—I know what you want, and will proceed to 
state facts which have not yel been revealed to you. I saw you both 
when in the body, nnd William and myself were with you often. We 
agreed to invite you to this hall when you should enter this sphere.f It 
was our wish to prolong your residence in thc body, and we made what 
exertions were necessary to lengthen your rudimental days; but seeing 
nature w’asting your strength, and your days becoming wearisome to 
you, we relinquished our efforts on this national birthday, and you 
yielded up your spirits into our hands. The transition was attended 
with no pain to either of vou, for nature is not capable of inducing 
wretchedness.”—[Philosophy of the Spirit-World, chap, ii., pp- 50, 51.]

Here, then, we have indeed <( it confirmation that heaven 
itself mingled visibly’ in the celebration ol American Liberty, 
hallowing anew the day by a double apotheosis.”

Well may your correspondent say, “They were great and 
glorious in their lives ; in death they were not divided. * * * 
Happening singly, each of these events was felt as supernatural; 
happening together, the astonishment which they occasioned 
was general and almost overwhelming”

How it thrills the heart to realize the startling truth, that the 
identical immediate air-in which we move, and breathe, and 
have our being, is oftentimes, unawares to us, peopled with 
the celestial forms of those that are disembodied! How sug­
gestive is the thought, that there is

“ A Divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them as we will I” B

Wasihngton, October 14/A, 1854.

♦ There would appear to be some mistake hero as to time. Jefferson is generally 
believed to bare taken his departure some jour hours before Mr. Adams ceased to 
breathe.

+ For the purpose of reviewing and analyzing tlie Constitution, which object is at once 
carried into effect, by a method of criticism on the part of Paine, as bold and searching 
as it is unprecedented. It is an exposition of what may be termed emphatically “ the 
Higher Law.”

SONNET.
BY ION. 

••
’Tis said that what we do in these few years 
Of this earth’s life, makes life for us in spheres 
Of life to come. This inner life of ours, 
Evolved and generated id the ho^rs ■ 
Of this earth’s time, arises like incense 
To make a new life for us, free from sense; 
And so we shall enact all glorious thought 
That we do have, and find our dreams are brought 
From a real home—anticipations were, 
And not delusions, as cold mortals dare 
To call them; Imagination! Fancy!
These are of future spheres the prophecy ! 
And all that Poets singbf life and love, 
Are expectations of our life above.

LAW' OF MENTAL IMPRESSIONS.
Forbestown, Butte County, Cal., Sept. 25,1854.

Mr. Editor :
Dear Sir—From my last letter* it must be apparent that an 

impression can exist in the negative degree, being produced 
from the mind, and yet not produce a like effect upon the pos­
itive nerves; as, also, that while the positive nerves are in a 
state of repose, an impression may flow from the mind, and 
appear as if the efl'ect were actually in the relation of cause, 
or from the outward world; which impression may be from 
the mind of the individual or from a spiritual individuality. 
Hence, to discern the reality, the positive nerves must be 
aroused to action. Then a consciousness exists expressive of 
the reality, which is that it did not flow from an outward cause, 
but from a relation that.exists between the mind and an effect, 
which corresponds in its relation to the mind ; i. e., the efl’ect 
and cause are seen to have the same relation to the production 
of the same thoughts in the mind, which gives the appearance 
of a reality. Hence, the mind, by’ living in fhe same relation 
to things or effects not yet fulfilled that the positive nerves do 
to transpiring events, all departments of the human organiza­
tion are brought into the reality of efl'ects, however distant, and 
a transfer of future things, as it were, is thus daguerreotyped. 
Night, being the negative part of life, and day the positive, and 
as the positive nerves cease their action at death, then the 
mind must act only upon the negative nerves; which nerves 
must sustain the same relation to the mind that the positive 
nerves did : and the individual then lives as a positive being 
in his relation .to the elements around him. Now, it is plain 
to see why spiritual impressions flow through the individual 
without any7 but a logical consciousness of their origin; and 
that we may’ often be influenced to do things which we would 
not have done, except by’ that influence, and not even think 
but that the cause of the action lay within ourselves, and to 
determine the cause of the actions necessitates a reposing 
condition of the positive nerves; then the occurrence goes on 
in the mind as if the reality7 also existed, which becomes known 
or impressed upon the positive nerves. But you ask, Of what 
utility is such a knowledge of the human organization ? I an­
swer, it will lead him to seek the reposing condition of the 
positive nerves, a sure guide to the knowledge of all important 
transactions in the individual life, and that things invisible be­
come as things visible when the mind in calmness looks forth 
from its chamber upon the distant future. It also teaches us 
that man has the capacity to know and be guided into any7 channel 
which will result in the end desired to reach, however distant. 
For it is by that mental quality that Spirits live in the pro­
phetic reality of the millions of ages in advance of their own 
period of being, and’ an eternity7 becomes as a moment, and a 
moment as an endless period of living realities, and that any7 
end for which the individual has a ruling sympathy to gain can 
be gained with unerring certainty, which imparts to the mind 
a positive or conscious pleasure in the reality of the end before 
it, as it reads the long list of events that must intervene prior to 
fhe acme sought. Oh, transporting thought indeed ! the mind 
at once exclaims when such a light bursts forth from the mists 
of eternal, chaotic darkness upon the new born era of its life. 
Ah! methinks I feel the pure ethereal light already darting 
with infinite quickness through my mental channels, so long 
onohroudod-in the cold’, bleak covering of n^vriality. Does 
not the clear enlivening .’whisperings of angel spirits, bespeak 
the dawning of a new being of immortal youth and beauty? and 
is there not a soul-enchanting theme now pictured to its senses, 
that we may7 live in that light forever? Universal nature! can 
such a law of being exist in thee? Is there such a proviso in 
man’s immortal being? If so, let truth awake and sing her 
eternal chorus. I have commenced an experiment for the 
location of gold, having its basis on the theory laid down in 
my former letters, i. e., when the external conditions and rela­
tions are in harmony7 with the legal requirements of the mind, 
then it (the mind) can act with a certainty through these rela­
tions, so as to fulfill its own requirements or desires. But in 
this case, you ask, why the same intelligence, that can locate 
gold by a scientific arrangement through a medium, can not 
direct that medium to the same location, simply by an influence 
on the mind, similar to the impartation of an intelligent thought? 
I answer, that the mind moves with a much less conscious 
force in a direction adapted to its own movements, than when 
that movement was apparently contrary to its own conscious­
ness, which in this case would be more or less true; and farther, 
all relations must be set aside, which would call into action 
the affections and will force; hence we will seek a circle and a 
radius, with figures so arranged on the radius and circle as to 
express a relative with perfect ease, or that will be to each 
other as the harmony7 of music; then the mind can give an ex­
pression to its wants, in keeping with its own organic laws. 
Experiment, so far as it has been tested, appears to hold good, 
and of course, action shall not be wanting to carry7 the experi­
ment to its acme.

Yours, etc., d. m. cook.

♦ The letter to which our correspondent alludes will be found on the opi>osite page.

WOMAN’S LOVE.
1}Y LUCINDA HILL, MEDIUM, AGED 14 YEARS.

A woman's love, deep in the heart, 
Is like the violet flower

That lifts its modest head apart 
In some secluded bower;

And blest is lie who finds that bloom— 
Who sips its gentle sweets ;

He heeds not life’s oppressive gloom, 
Nor all the care he meets.

A woman’s love is like thc rock 
That every tempest braves, 

And stands secure amid the shock
Of ocean’s wildest waves ;

A nd blest is he to whom repose
Within its shade is given ;•

The world with all its cares and wo?s 
Will be to him a heaven.

TO ONE DEPARTED.
The day is done; the meadow-rills 

Murmur a soft and'lonely tune, 
And large and pale.the lustrous moon 

Slides upward o’er the eastern hills.

The twilight fields are brown and dim ;, 
It is the hour I love the most; G 
Oh, sainted mother, loved and lost!

Be hear me;: listen to my hymn.

Albeit within the upper sphere 
Resound diviner lyres than mine, 
The echoes float from mine io thine 

Through love, for love is everywhere— *

And that within my bosom knows
No change, for tears of sorrows might 
But beautify and make it bright, 

As rain-drops beautify7 a rose.

Above thy grave the grass is grown ;
Above thy grave the robin sings ;
The phantom years on shadow-wings 

Sweep on, and bear me to my .own !

He who lamenteth but a friend, 
Maj’ find another-in an hour, 
With larger sympathetic dower 

Than his, whose star he saw descend.

But he who mourns a mother dead, 
No voice so kind as hers ho hears; 
The loss he feels through all his years, 

Is such as never may be said !

Ring out, sad lyre, in softer chords, 
And let the mournful numbers flow ! 
Let music speak that deeper woe, 

That finds no place in common words !

I find it pleasant to believe
That Spirits from thy holy sphere 
May sometimes mingle with us here, 

And lead us upward when we leave.

Oh, in the tumult and the roar, 
. When all the horizon is dark, 
. Conduct and guard my wand’ring barque 
Until I strike the starry shore!

Thus when my mortal voyage shall cease, 
My soul, lone watcher, may behold 
The heavenly7 city’s gates of gold,

The palms and palaces of peace! henry.

■— !< I ^1
DR. DODDRIDGE’S DREAM.

Dr. Doddridge was on terms of very7 intimate friendship 
with Dr. Samuel Clarke, and in religious conversation they 
spent very many7 happy hours together. Among other matters, 
a very7 favorite topic was the intermediate state of the sou), 
and the probability that, at the instant'of dissolution, it was 
not introduced into the presence of all the heavenly hosts, 
and the splendors around the throne of God. One evening, 
after a conversation of this nature, Dr. Doddridge retired to 
rest, with his mind full of the subject discussed, and in “the 
visions of the night,” his ideas were shaped into the following 
beautiful form:

He dreamt that he was at the house of a friend, when he 
was suddenly taken dangerously~ill. By degrees, lie seemed 
to himself to grow worse, and at last to expire. In ah instant, 
he was sensible that he had exchanged the prison-house and 
sufferings of mortality for a state of liberty and happiness. 
Embodied in a slender aerial fori^, he seemed to float in a re­
gion of pure light. Beneath him lay the earth; but not a 
glittering city or village, the for.est or sea, was visible. There 
was naught to be seen below, save the melancholy group of his 
friends, weeping around his lifeless remains. Himself thrilled 
with delight, he was surprised at their tears, and attempted to 
inform them of his happy change, but by some mysterious 
power, utterance was denied; and as he anxiously leaned over 
the mourning circle, gazing fondly7 upon them, and struggling 
to speak, he rose silently upon the air, their forms became 
more and more indistinct, and gradually7 melted away from his 
sight. Reposing upon golden clouds, he found himself swiftly7 
mounting the skies, with a venerable figure at his side, guiding 
his mysterious movements, and in whose countenance he re­
marked the lineaments of youth and age were blended to­
gether, with an intimate harmony, and majesty, and sweetness. 
They’ traveled together through a vast region of empty space, 
until at length the battlements of a glorious edifice shone in 
the distance; and as its form rose brilliant and distinct 
among the far-off' shadows that flitted athwart their path, the 
guide informed him that the palace he beheld for the present 
was to be his mansion of rest. Gazing upon its splendors, he 
replied, that while on earth he had often heard that it could 
not enter into the heart of man to conceive the things which 
God had prepared for those who love him ; but, notwithstand­
ing, the building to which they were then rapidly approaching 
was superior to any thing which lie had actually7 before be­
held, yet its grandeur had not exceeded the conceptions he 
had formed. The guide made no reply—they7 were already 
at the door, and entered. The guide introduced him into a 
spacious apartment, at the extremity of which stood a table, 
covered with a snow-white cloth, a golden cup, and a cluster 
of grapes, and then said that-he must now leave him, but that 
he must remain, for he would receive in a short time, a visit 
from the lord of the mansion, and that during the interval be­
fore his arrival, the apartment would furnish him with sufficient 
entertainment and instruction. The guide vanished, and he 
was left alone.

He now began to examine the decorations of the room, and 
observed that the walls were adorned with a number of pic­
tures. Upon nearer inspection he found, to his astonishment, 
that they formed a complete biography of his own life. Here 
he saw upon the canvas that angels, though unseen, had ever 
been his familiar attendants ; and that, sent by God, they7 had 
sometimes preserved him from imminent peril. He beheld 
himself first represented as an infant just expiring, when his 
life was prolonged by7 an angel gently breathing into his nos­
trils. Most of the occurrences here delineated were perfectly 
familiar to his recollection, and unfolded many’ things which he 
had never before understood, and which had perplexed him 
with many7 doubts and much uneasiness. Among others, he 
was particularly struck with ajHcture1 in which he was repre­
sented as falling from his horse^when death would have been 

inevitable, had not an angel received him in his arms, and 
broken the force of his descent. These merciful interposi­
tions of God filled him with joy and gratitude ; and his heart 
overflowed with love, as he surveyed in them all an exhibition 
of goodness and mercy far beyond all that he had imagined.

Suddenly his attention was arrested by a rap at the door. 
The lord of the mansion had arrived ; the door opened, and he 
entered. So powerful and so overwhelming, and withal of 
such singular beauty was his appearance, that he sunk down

at his feet, completely overcome by his majestic presence. 
His lord gently^raised him from the ground, and taking Tis 
hand, led him forward to the table. He pressed with his fin- 
^ the juice o^the grapes into the golden cup, and after hav­
ing drank himself, presented it to him;- saying, “ This is the 
new wine in my father’s kingdom.” No sooner had he par­
taken, than all uneasy sensations vanished, perfect love now­
cast out fear, and he conversed with his Savior as an intimate 
friend. Like the silver rippling of the summer sea, he heard 
fall from his lips the grateful approbation, “ Thy labors are over, 
thy7 work is approved, rich and glorious is the reward.” Thrill- ? 
cd with an unspeakable bliss, that glided over his spirit, and' 
slid into the very depths of his soul, he“ suddenly saw glories 
upon glories bursting upon his vi^w. The doctor awoke. 
Tears of rapture from this joyful interview were rolling down 
his cheeks. Long did the lively impressions of this charming 
dream remain upon his mind ; and never could he speak gf it 
without emotions of joy and tenderness.—Selected. .,

A VISION.^

A little boy, about eight years old, just left the form ; ;a Spir­
it-band of. thirteen, dressed in white, appeared to escort :the 
released spirit to his heavenly home, where .the Spirit of his 
grandmother stood ready to receive him. The band were' 
singing a? lhey ascended, “ Rejoice! rejoice! tlie dead is 
alive, the lost is found! Oh, glory! hallelujah!” The old 
lady receives the spirit and says, “ Sweet little Walter come 
at last!” The Spirits of some little children, their hands filled 
with flowers, hovering round the band singing__

“ Welcome, welcome to our band; '"• 
Welcome dear, sweet little brother.”

They laid him upon a marble tablet, the children going 
round singing—

“To earth again you may return 
And preach the truth you here may learn; 
That all mankind'from sin may flee, 
And be with us in unity.
Lift up your eyes and look around !

J8ec what a happy home you’ve found !
Rejoice that you from earth were called * 
Before bj7 sin j’ou were enthralled. 
Heavenly strength you shall receive, 
And then with us you may proceed 
To view, the beauties of this place, 
And run with us the heavenly race. 
But now we must bid you adieu, 
And go our studies to pursue.”

The old lady says :
“ Lie down, lie down and sleep, dear little one, 

And in tho morn j7our work will be begujr 
In the Spirit-world to which you’re come/’”

And now a band of musicians, of fifty-seven c&uple, come 
and play while little Walter is asleep—and then tlje Spirit of 
a young man comes and stands by Walter’s head and* says :

“ Dear, dear little lamb,
I’ll join with you my heart and hand,
And iyc will journey through this land, 
And ever let our love expand;

Good-night, dear, darling, little one.”

* Ab seen by Mrs. Elizabeth Stone, medium, at Detroit, on Saturday evening, Sep-" 
tember, 30, ISM.'

SECTARIANISM.
In what does the evil of sectarianism consist ? In the fact of its seek­

ing to individualize itself, or in the mistaken conception that it (thc par­
ticular sect) is the only true Christian Church ? *

Evidently in the latter; for who would think of blaming Jesuit Christ for 
gathering together his twelve apostles ? or the apostles for gathering to­
gether into one united body, after his death, and combining all their in­
terests in one I Were not these obnoxious to thc charge of sectarianism. 
according to the loose and vague meaning generally attached to that 
word ? '

I may ray, “ speaking after the manner of men,” that God never de­
signed there should be more than one united body of believers—Christ­
ians—thc Church. Hence the form, the assumption, the pretension, the 
•laims to infallibility, the union of church and state, or temporal and 
spiriiual, etc., are not the matters that are so far from the true “ form of 
godliness,” and of what would be right, provided they were individually’ 
what they think themselves to be—the true Christian Church.

The original Christian Church possessed a revelation—authoritative— 
of clear, well-defined principles. This revelation came first through 
one individual man, to whom it was safe, for all who choose to become 
his disciples, to render implicit (but intelligent) obedience. This will 
be universally admitted. After his departure, another individual (Peter) 
was appointed to occupy the position of leader, to whom thc increasing 
body of believers also rendered personal obedience; and, when the lat­
ter became too numerous, helps in. government, or subordinate leaders, 
were appointed, jinto whom the people had access.

From this arrangement it is easy to see how certainly the fill of the 
whole system would ensue upon the defection from the principles, upon 
which it all rested, by thc leaders. And again, how certain such defec­
tion on the part of the leaders would be if they by any means lost the 
revelation from which the whole system originated, and by which alone 
it could possibly be sustained and supported.

No sooner did th^-Christian Church lose the gift of Divine reveh^ion 
than it lost the only principle of cement capable of binding and holding 
them together in the unity of the faith and the bond of perfectness. Ex­
plosions, splits, upheavings, and revolutions rolled on, rapidly succeed­
ing each other, until Babylon (confusion) was and is the name bj’ which 
the Spirit designates the Christian world. What, then, can again pro­
duce unity in our day but the-.same that created it before, Divine revela­
tion in some one individual, unto whom the people can begin to accord 
the same respect, confidence, and obedience, that the early Christians 
did to Jesus 1

The very first spiritual manifestation must of necessitj- be a central- , 
ization of God in some human being, as the head of the new dispensa­
tion, unto which the gathering of the people should be.

And, reasoning from effect to cause, thc fact of the great spiritual 
manifestations which arc now abroad among mankind, is a positive 
proof, not only that some great event is about to transpire, but also that 
a great event has already taken place upon earth. A door has been 
opened in heaven, through which thousands of Spirits are finding their 
waj’ to earth ; that door is the second appearing of Christ upon the globe • 
bn which we dwell, “ whose coming is after the working of Satan, with 4 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;” which “ work­
ing” has been going on for the last thousand years. ^

Spiritualism in the Church brings salvation. But what does it effect. 
outside the Church ? Confusion ; which confiision breaks up the old or­
ganizations that cumber the ground and obstruct the movements of the 
true Church.

First.—Spiritualists have good ground for their contemptuous estima­
tion of Christianity in the miserablj' inefficient efforts it has made to 
save man.

Second.—There is a wide-spread belief that a new religious dispensa­
tion is needed, and is near at hand, if not already in existence upon the 
earth.

Third.—Spiritualism, in contrasting itself with Christianity (false), 
has nothing to fear, but much whereof to boast. But in contrast with 
original, primitive Christianity it would be exscily the reverse. Then 
it soon proves itself to be, instead of a “new dispensation, a mere 
shadowy approximation to a very old one. f.

Aristotle, on being censured for bestowing alms bn a bad man, 
made the following i^le reply:;^ did not give it to the man ;^I gave 
it to humanity. • r . - ^
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CONVENTION SONG.
Sung at the Convention of Lyceums held in Chester Co., Pa.. Augusf, 18ul, by <b 

Delegation from Mill Creek, Delaware. Tune—“ To Mary in Heaven.

Thou cresent moon, so calmly set
Upon the fading brow of night, 

Oh, leave ns not—depart not yet-— 
For soon thon fadest from onr sii,hb 

Oh, toll us, thou fair, waning moon, 
Of that bright spark of inward fire. 

Like thee that swells and wanes so soon, 
To what high fate may it aspire .

Shall we, O moon, in our brief life 
B„t animate these forms of clay- 

Brook care and sorrow, noise and strife, 
Like thee to fade and pass away !

Oh, say not so, that Nature’s crown, 
Creation’s brightest flower shall fall;

That secd immortal has been sown 
To die Eencath the funeral pall!,

No, moon ! thou tell’st of joy and cheer, 
By light from darkness oft renewed, 

By hopes that ne’er arc quenched by fear 
In hearts with inward truth imbued;

By aspiration’s sacred power— 
By insect life that bursts its cell;

Changing its creeping, toiling hour 
To wing in sport some flowery dell.

Mark yc, thou sayest, creation broad—
Sec whence the source of life and power,

In every stone, in every clod,
In every leaf that courts the shower;

In every motion that doth swell
The breathing air or ocean’s breast;

AVhether they feel the storm-god’s spell, 
Or lull unto their quiet rest.

In every planet that doth roll
Its path eternal, marked in space, 

Each comet, starting from the goal
Its lonely, lengthen’d way to trace-

All mirror forth from hour to hour,
Plain as the sunlight’s dazzling sheen, 

“ Interior lies all source of power, 
The real is the life unseen !”

Thus Nature, in her every tone, 
Reveals a hidden sphere of cause 

(The inward by the outward shown), 
From which the soul its essence draws;

Where dwells its refuge—from the toil, 
The trials and the ills of earth—

Where, breaking free of mortal coil, 
/" .The spirit owns its heavenly birth.

From this bright region, angel choirs 
Arc whispering to a darkened world,

•‘ Oh, light again your altar fires, 
Truth’s banner is anew unfurled ;"

Not now to ast yonr worship blind— 
With reason on her altar laid—

But superstition cast behind, 
She comes with lights that ne’er shall fade.

.Oh, sacred Truth! pursue thy course ;
Blench not at persecution’s storm ;

Thy accents fall with gentlest force, 
To aiff thee comes fair Science’ form ;

Thy foot rests on the spoils of time;
The present is thy harvest hour;

From every age, from every clime, 
Thy votaries come with gathering power.

“ Eternal progress” is thy sign;
Thy radiant finger points above ;

Thy lowliest record is divine;
Thy changeless watchword, “ God is.Love'\ 

Wc come to thee—we sec thy face—
Wc ask to join thy conquering band ; 

Content on earth to run our race, 
Then hail with joy’ this promised land.

THE EVENING BEFORE MARRIAGE.
TRANSLATED EROM THE GERMAN OF 7.SC110KKR.

We shall certainly be very happy together!” said Louise to her
aunt, on the evening before hcr nuptials; and her checks glowed with a 
deeper red and her eyes shone with delight. When a bride sajs ire, it 
may easily be guessed whom of all persons in the world she means 
thereby.

“I do not doubt it, dear Louise,” replied hcraunt; “see only thnt you 
continue happy together.”

“ O, who can doubt that wc shall continue so ! I know myself. I have 
faults, indeed, but my love for him will correct them. And so long as 
wc love each other, wo can not be unhappy. Our loyj will never grow 
oW”

“ Alas!” sighed hcr aunt, “ thou dost speak like a maiden of nine­
teen, on the day before hcr marriage, in the intoxication of wishes ful­
filled, of fair hopes and happy omens. Dear child, remember this— 
tren the hcarl-in time grows cold. Days will come when the magic of the 
sense shall fade. And when this enchantment has fled, then it first be­
comes evident whether wc are truly worthy of love.y When custom has 
made familiar the charms that arc most attractive, when youthful fresh­
ness has died away, and with the brightness of domestic life more and 
more shadows have mingled, then, Louise, and not till then, can the wife 

’ say of the husband, ‘ He is worthy of love;’ then, first the husband 
say of the wife, ‘ She blooms in imperishable beauty.’ But, truly, on 
the day before marriage, such assertions sound laughable to me.”

“I understand you, dear aunt. You would say that our mutual virtues 
alone can in later years give us worth for each other. But is not he to 
whom I am to belong—for of myself I can boast of nothing but the be»t 
intentions—is Re not the worthiest, noblest of all the young men of the 
city! Blooms not in his soul every virtue that tends to make life 
happy ’-”

“ My child,” replied hcr aunt, “ I grant it. Virtues bloom in thee as 
■well as in him; I can say this to thee without flattery. But, dear heart, 
they bloom only, and are not yet ripened beneath the sun’s heat and the 
shower. No blossoms deceive the expectations more than these. Wc 
can never tell in what soil they have taken root. Who knows the con­
cealed depths of the heart *”

is “ Ah, dear mint, you frighten me.”
“ So much the better, Louise. Such fear is right, such fear is as it 

Ihculd be on the evening Before marriage. I love thee tenderly, and 
will therefore declare all my thoughts on this subject without disguise. 
I am not as yet an old aunt. At seven and twenty years one still looks 
forward into life with pleasure, the world still presents a bright side to 
us. I have an excellent busband. I am happy. Therefore I have the 
right to speak thus to thee, and to call thy attention to a secret which 
perhaps thou dost not yet know, one which is not often spoken to a 
young and pretty maiden, one, indeed, which does not greatly occupy 
the thoughts of a young man, nnd still is of the utmost importance in 
ever}’ household ; a secret from which alone spring lasting love and un­

alterable happiness ” . , , r,
1 ouise seized the hand of her aunt in both of hers-“ Dear aunt! 

vou know I believe you in every thing. You mean that enduring hap­
piness and lasting love are not insured to us by accidental qualities by 
Lting charms, but only by those v.rtucs of the mind winch we bnng 
to each other. These are the best dowry which we can possess; these 

never become rid.” thc ^^.^ of
“ As it happens. Louise. 1 ne ' inn®’

body can grow old, and become repulsive and hateful with age.

which can become hateful with years.

w

“When they have become so, we no longer call them virtues, as a 
. maiden can no longer be called beautiful when time has changed 
her to «„ d<l end tinkled w-Jf

“But, aunt, the virtues are nothing earthly.
“ Perhaps.”
“ How can gentleness and mildness ever become hateful 1”

.<• So soon as they degenerate into insipid indolence and listlessness.”
“ And manly courage !"
“Becomes imperious rudeness.”
“ And modest diffidence !”
“ Turns to fawning humility.”
“ And noble pride!”
“ To vulgar haughtiness.”
“And readiness to oblige!”
“Becomes a habit of too ready friendship and servility.”
“Dear aunt, you make me almost angry. Mj’future husband can 

never degenerate thus. He has one virtue which will preserve him as 
he is, forever. A deep sense of indestructible feeling for every thing 
that is great, and good, nnd noble, dwells in his bosom ; and this deli­
cate susceptibility to all that is noble dwells in me also, I hope, as well 
ns in him. This is tho innate pledge and security for our happiness.”

“ But if it should grow old with you ; if it should change to hateful
excitability; aud excitability is the worst enemy to matrimony. You 
both possess sensibility. That I do not deny; but beware lest this 
grace should degenerate into an irritable and quarrelsome mortal.”

“ Ah, dearest , if I might never become old ! I could then be sure that 
my husband would never cease to love me.”

। “Thou art greatly in error, dear child! Wert thou always as fresh 
and beautiful as to-day, still tliy husband's eye would by custom of years 
become indifferent to these advantages. Custom is the greatest en­
chantress in the world, and in the house one of the most benevolent of 
fairies. She renders that which is the most beautiful, as well as the 
ugliest, familiar. A wife is young, and becomes old ; it is custom which 
hinders the husband from perceiving the change. On the contrary, did 

j she remain yonng, while he became old, it might bring consequences, 
j and render the man in year’s jealous. It is better as kind Providence has 

ordered it. Imagine that thou hast grown to be an old woman, and thy 
I husband were a blooming youth ; how wouldst thou then feel!
1 Louise rubbed her chin, and said, “ I can not tell.”

Her aunt continued : “ But I will call thy attention to a secret 
which—”

“That is it,” interrupted Louise hastily, “that is it which I bmg so 
I much to hear.”

Iler aunt said : “ Listen to me attentively. What I now tell thee 1 
have proved. It consists of two parts. The first part of the means to 

I render a marriage happy of itself, prevents every possibility of dissen- 
I tion, and would even at last make the spider and the fly the best o 
I friends with each other. The second part is the best and surest methoi 
of preserving feminine attractions.”

“ Ah I” exclaimed Louisa.
“ The former half of the means, then : In the solitary hour after the 

ceremony, take thy bridegroom and demand a solemn vow of him, and 
give him a solemn vow in return. Promise one another sacredly, 
‘ never, not even in mere jest, to wrangle with each other; never to bandy 

I words or indulge in the least ill humor.’ Never, I say, never. V mug- 
ling, even in jest, putting on an air of ill humor, merely to tease, be­
comes earnest by practice. Mark that. Next, promise each other, sin- 

I cercly and solemnly, never to have a secret from each other, under what­
ever pretext, with whatever excuse it may be. You must, continually 

I and every moment, see clearly into each other’s bosom. Even when one 
of you have committed a fault, wait not an instant, but confess it freely 
—let it cost tears, but confess it. And as you keep nothing secret from 
each other, so, on the contrary, preserve the privacies of your house 

I marriage-state, and heart from father, mother, sister, brother, and al 
the world. Y. u two, with God’s help, build your own quiet world. 
Every third or fourth one whom you draw into it wjth you, will form a 
party, and stand between you tlvo ! That should never be. Promise 
this to each other. Renew the vow at each temptation. You will fine
your account in it. Your souls will grow, ns it were, together, and a
last will become as one. Ah! if many a young pair had on their wee
ding-day known this simple secret, and straightway practiced it, how 
many marriages were happier than, alas, they are !’

Louise kissed her aunt’s bond with ardor. “ 1 feel that it must be so. 
When this confidence is absentee married, even after wedlock, are two 
strangers who do not know each other. It should be so; uithout this 
there can be no happiness. And now, aunt, the best presei vation o. 
female beauty!’’

Her aunt smiled and said : “ Wc may not conceal from ourselves that 
a handsome man pleases us a hundred times more than an ill-looking 
one, and the men are plcascd'with us when wo are pretty. But what 

I wc call beautiful, what in the men pleases us, and in ns pleases the men 
is not skin and hair, and shape and color, as iu a picture or a statue, but 
it is the character, it is the soul that is within these, which enchants bj 
looks and words, earnestness, and joy, and sorrow. The men admire us 
tbe more they suppose those virtues of the mind to exist in us which 
the outside promises; and we think a malicious man disagreeable, how­
ever graceful and handsome he may be. Let a young maiden, then, who 
would preserve her beauty, preserve but that purity of soul, those sweet 
qualities of tho mind, those virtues, in short, by which she first drew 
her lover to her feet. And tlie first preservative of virtue, to render it 
unchanging and keep it ever young, is religion, that inward union with 
the Deity and eternity, and faith—is piety, that walking with God, so 
pure, so peaceful, so beneficent to mortals.”

“ So, dear heart,” continued the aunt, “ there are virtues which arise 
out of mere experience. These grow old with time, and alter, because 
by change of circumstances and inclination prudence alters hcr means 
of action, and because her growth docs not always keep pace with that 
of our years and passions. But religious virtues ‘can never change; 
those remain eternally the same, because our God is always the same, 
and that eternity the same, which we and those who love us arc hasten­
ing to enter. Preserve, then, it mind innocent and pure, looking for 
every thing from God ; thus will that beauty of soul remain for which 
thy bridegroom to-day adores thee. I am no bigot, no fanatic; I am thy 
aunt of seven-and-twenty. I love all rational amusement; but for this 
very reason I say to thee—be a dear, good Christian, and thou wilt as a 
mother, yes as a grandmother, be still beautiful.”

Louise threw her arms about, her neck, and wept in silence, and 
whispered, “I thank thee, angelV'-Christian Age.

Sleeping in the Moonlight.—A young man belonging to the 2d 
Illinois Infantry, stationed at Tampico, lay down in front of his tent per­
fectly well, with the full moon shining directly in his face, nnd having 
been or guard the night before slept soundlyuntil morning. When he 
attempted to rise he was nearly blind, his cheeks were puffed out to 
twice their usual size, his eyes were nearly closed, and surrounded with 
circles of almost jet black, presenting a terrible sight. It was a full 
week before he entirely recovered.

Lay of San Juan.—The Buffalo Republic heads au account of the re­
cent brilliant victory achieved by thcCyane at Greytown, with tho fol­
lowing verse from an old ditty. It describes the exploit perfectly :

“ Father and mother and I, 
And ten goal soldiers more, 

Beat an old woman stone blind, 
Tliat conld’nt see much before.”

SPECIAL. NOTICES.
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MRS. COAN, Rapping and Wfllingl^ium, will hold public circiesdaily at her 

rooms, 827 Broadway. Hours from 10 to 12 a.m., 8 to 5 and half-past 7 to 9f p.m.
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PHONOGRAPHIC INSTRUCTION*.
T. J. ELLINWOOD, a practical Reporter, is happy to announce that he is again pre­

pared to give, at the Phrenological Rooms of Fowlers and Wells, SOS Broadway, New 
York, on the most reasonable terms, either in classes or in private, complete and 
thorough Instruction in that very beautiful, scientific, and simple system of shorthand- 
writing called Phonography—a knowledge of which no person, male or female, 
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letter, through the mail, fur $3 00, including instruction-book and postage on instruction 
letters. Eight or ten letters, with the book, will be sufficient to enable a person to use 
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dress, post-paid, T. J. Ellinwood, care of Fowlers and Wells, 80S Broadway, New 
York.

Messages from the Superior State.
Communicated by John Murray, through J. M. Spear. Price, 50 cent* ; postage 
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A Book of Fact* and Revelations concerning tho Inner Life of Man and a World 
of Spirits. By Justinua Kerner. New Edition; published by Partridge * Brit­
tan. . Price, 38 cent; postage, 6 cents.

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents, „ «
Human and Mundane; or, The Dynamic Laws and Relations of Man. I.y I.. L.

O. SUNDERLAND, OCULIST.
Remedies for Ophthalmia, Amaurosis, Films, Affections of the Tear passages, Weak 

and defective Vision, safe and reliable for all diseases of the Eye and its appendages 
They have restored multitudes (some from total blindnes* of 50 years), and one patient 
108 years old. May be sent by mail.

{37” Pamphlets of Inf nutation pwt free, for one dime. Address, The Nutritive 
Cure, prepaid, Boston, Mass. The poor treated at tills office without charge. 131 3m

THE NUTRITIVE CURE.
LAKOY SUNDERLAND would invite the attention of Invalids, and M sick of •'do­

sing," to liis New and successful Method of Healing by NUTRITIOM without drugs. 
The desire for Opium, Tobacco, and Intoxication destroyed, the Sight restored, and 
every Form of Disease, especially of the Stomach, IJver, Bowels, “ Impurities of the 
Blood,” and ” Nervous Complaints,” radically CURED by Nutrition without a particle 
of medicine!

^" Pamphlets of Information as to this Process of Treatment, Post-free, for one 
dime, prepaid. Address, The Nutritive Cube, Boston, Mas*. 181 8ms.

PSYfHOMETRH’AL DELINEATIONS,
As the internal qualities of nature are known only by internal sensations and percep- 

Vons, so the truest method of arriving at internal qualities of mind is by the Daguerrian 
process of emanation and impressibility. Thus the lineaments of character impress 
themselves upon the prepared retina of the soul, according fo the development of the

Spiritual Artist. Wo are prepared to take these Spiritual Likenesses by having the
Address,autograph of tho individual.

Price, $ I 00.

R. P. WILSON, 
Boston, Mass.

N. 15. Those desiring to have the counterpart of their conjugal affinities delineated
will please refer to the same. 12T

INVALID’S HOME.
Situated in a pleasant, retired spot on Franklin Street, Woburn Centre, Mass., a short 

distance from tho depot, and conducted by Charles Ramsdell, Clairvoyant, Writing, 
and Psychometric Medium.

Board and attendance from three to seven dollars per week.
Patients examined every day, by Spirits operating on the Medium in the trance 

state, or by writing. Diseases examined and prescriptions given, cither present or by 
letter. Tho name of the Individual and place of residence is all that is required ; also 
Psychomelrlcal Heading of Character, by letter or present, the hand-writing of the per­
son wishing to be examined being given. Price for each $1.

Medicines, prepared by Spirit-directions, from pure vegetable substances, which’act 
in harmony with nature’s laws, kept constantly on hand.

C. Ramsdell will attend to calls to sit in Circles or Lecture in the trance state on Sun-
days, on reasonable terms.

Wobvbn Ce.xtrh, Mass., J .ly 12, ISM.
CHARLES RAMSDELL.

OUR LIST OF BOOKS
Embraces all the principal works devoted to Spiritualism, whether 
published by ourselves or others, and will comprehend all works of 
value that may be issued hereafter. The reader’s attention is particu­
larly invited to those named below, all of which may be found at the 
Office of The Spiritual Telegraph and Sacred Circle. The reader 
will perceive that the price of each book in the list, and the amount of 
postage, if forwarded by mail, nre annexed.

Postage on Books, if prepaid, is one cent per ounce; two cents pet 
ounce if paid at the. office of delivery. Persons ordering Books shouk 
therefore send sufficient money to cover the price and postage.

Tho Telegraph Papers.
Four Volumes, lima, over 2,000 pages, with,complete index to each Yolume, 
printed on good jiapcr awl handsomely bound. These books contain nil the more’ 
important arliele>froin the Weekly Spiritual Telegraph, and embrace nearly al) 
the Important Spiritual fart* which have been made public during the year end­
ing May, 1S5L '1 he price of these books is 75 cents per volume. The subscribers 
to the Telegraph will be furnished with the set for $2. Postage, 20 cents per 
volume, 80 cents tho set.

The Shekinah, Vol. I.
By S. B. Brittan, Editor, nnd other writers, is devoted chiefly to an Inquiry into 
the Spiritual Nature nr.d Relations of Man. It treats especially of the Philosophy 
of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual Phenomena, nnd contains interesting Fact* nnd 
profound Expositions of tho Psychical Conditions and Manifestations now attract­
ing attention in Europe nnd America. This volume contains, in part, the Editor’* 
Philosophy of tlie Soul; the Interesting Visions of Hon. J. W. Edmonds; Lives 
and Portraits of Seers and Eminent Spiritualists ; Facsimiles of Mystical Writ­
ings, in Foreign and Dead Languages, through E. P. Fowler, etc. Published by 
Partridge nnd Brittan. Bound in muslin, price $2 50; elegantly bound in moroc­
co, lettered r.nd gilt in a style suitable for a gift book, price $3 00; postage 34 
cents.

Shekinah, Vols. II. and III.
Edited by 8. B. Brittnn. Plain bound in muslin, $1 75 each; extra bound in 
morocco, handsomely gilt, $2 25 each ; postage, 21 cents each.

Nature's Divine Revelations, etc.
By A. J. Davis, the Clairvoyant.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. I,
The Physician. Uy A. J. Davis.

Tho Great Harmonia, Vol. II.
The Teacher. By A. J. Davis. I

Tho Great Harmonia, Vol. III.

Price, $2 00; postage, 43 cents.

Price, $1 25 ; postage, 20 cents.

Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Seer. By A. J. Davi*. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cent*.
The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse.

By A. J. Davis. Price, 50 cents; postage, 9 cent*.
Tho Philosophy of Special Providence. ^

A Vision. By A. J. Davis. Price, 15 cents; postage, 3 cent*.
The Celestial Telegraph.

Or, secrets of the Life to Come, revealed through Magnetism; wherein tho Exist­
ence, the Form, mid the Occupation of the Soul after its Separation from the Body 
are proved by many years’ Experiments, by the means of eight ecstatic Somnam. 
bulists, who had Eighty perceptions of Thirty-six Deceased Person* of variou* 
Existence in the Spiritual World. By L. A. Calumet. Published by Partridge i 
Brittan. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

Familiar Spirits.
And Spiritual Manifestations; being a Scries of Articles by Dr. Enoch Pond, Pro­
fessor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. With a Reply, by A. Bingham, Esq. 
of Boston. Price 25 cents; postage, 3 cents.

Night Side of Nature.
' Ghosts and Ghost Seers. By Catherine Crowe. Price, SI 25; postage, 20 cent*

The Macrocosm and Microcosm;
Or, the Universe Without and the Universe Within. By William Fishbough. This 
volume comprehends only the first part, or the Universe Without. Paper, bound 
price, 50 cents; muslin, 75 cents; postage, 12 cent*.

Physico-Physiolcgical Researches
In tho Dynamics of Magnetism, Electricity, Heat, Light, Crystallization, and 
Cheinisin, in their relations to Vital Force. By Baron Charles Von Reichenbach. 
Complete from the German second edition; with tlie addition of a Preface and 
Critical Notes, by John Ashburner, M.D.; third American Edition. Published 
by Partridge & Brittan at the reduced price of $1 00; postage, 20 cent*.'

Spirit-Manifestations.
Being an Exposition of Facts, Principles, etc. By Rov. Adin Ballou. Price, 75 
cents: postage, 10 cents,

Spiritual Instructor.
Containing the Facts and Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. Price, 38 cents; 
postage, 6 cents.

Arrest, Trial, and Acquittal of Abby Warner
For Spirit-Rapping. By Dr. A. Underhill. Price, 12 cents; postage, 2 cents.

The Spiritual Teacher.
By Spirits of tlie Sixth Circle. R. P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 50 cents; postage 
7 cents.

Light from the Spirit-World.
Being written by the control ol Spirits. Rev. Charles Hammond, Medium. Price 
73 cents; postage, 10 cents.

Tho Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine.
Written by the Spirit of Thomas Paine, through C. Hammond, Medium. Pub­
lished by Partridge and Brittan Paper, price, 50 cents; muslin, 75 cents; post­
age, 12 cents.

Elements of Spiritual Philosophy.
R. P. Ambler,'Medium. Price, 25 cents; postage, 4 cents. *

Voices from tho Spirit-World.
Isaac Post, Medium. Price, 50 cents ; postage, 10 cents.

Also, Mesmerism in India,
By tbe same Author- Price, 75 cents;' postage, 13 cents.

Fascination; ''*’
Or, the Philosophy of Charming. By John B. Newman, M. D. Price, 40 cent*, 

postage, 10 cent*.
^JWng^teply to the Question, What Ought and Ought Not to be Believed or Dis­

believed concerning Presentiments, Visions, and Apparitions according to ature,, 
Reason, and Scripture. Translated from the Gentian; edited by Prof. George 
Bush. Published by Partridge ,t Brittan. Price, 75 cents; postage, 16 cents.

Dr. Esdaile’s Natural and Mesmeric Clairvoyance; v
' With the Practical Applicatioifof Mesmerism in Surgery and Medicine. (English 

edition.) Price, $1 25; postage, 10 cent*.
Bhadow-L&nd; * . • , •

Or, the Seer. By Mrs. E. Oake* SmUb. Price, S3 cent*; postage, 5 cento.

• Rogers. Bound ; price, $1 00; postage, 21 cents.
Tho Science of tho Soul.

By Haddock. Price, 25 cents; postage, 5 cent*.
Sorcery and Magic.

By Wright. Price, $1 25; postage, 19 cents.
The Clairvoyant Family Physician.

By Mrs. Tuttle. Paper, price 75 cents; muslin, $1 00; postage, 10 cents.

Answers to Seventeen Objections ■-
Against Spiritual Intercourse. By John S- Adams. Published by 1 ai tmlge 
Brittnn. Paper, price 25 cents; muslin, 38 cents; postage, t cents.

The Approaching Crisis.
Being a Review of Ur. Bushnell's recent Lectures on rupernaturnlieiu. By A.

A-

J.
Davis. Published by Partridge i Brittan. Price, 50 rent.; pustsge, 13 c uts.

Spirit-Minstrel.
A collection of Ninety familiar Tunes and Hymns, appropriate to Meetings tui 
Spiritual Intercourse. Paper, 25 cents; muslin, 33 cents; postage, 6 cents.

Spirit-Voices—Odes,
Dictated by Spirits, for the use of Circles. By E. C. Henck, Medium. Price, 
muslin, 38 cents; postage 6 cents.

Philosophy of the Spirit-World.
Rev. Charles Hammond, Medium. Published by Partridge & Brittan. Price, 

63 cents; postage, 12cents.
Beecher’s Report on the Spiritual Manifestations,

To the Congregational Association’of New York and Brooklyn. Price, paper 25 
cents; muslin,38 cents; postage, 3 and 6 cents.

The Present Age and the Inner Life,
Being a sequel to Spiritual Intercourse. By A. J. Davis. This is an elegant book 
of near 300 pages octavo, illustrated; just published by Partridge & Brittan, 
Price, $1 00; postage, 23 cents.

Reply to a Discourse
Of Rev. S. W. Lind, D. D., President Western Baptist Theological Institute, Cov­
ington, Kentucky, by P. E. Bland, A. M.,St. Louis. Price, 15 cents; postage, 2 

cents.
The Harmonial Man;

Or, Thoughts for tho Age. By Andrew Jackson Davis. 
G cents.

The Ministry of Angels Realized.

Price, 30 rents; postage

By A. E. Newton, Boston. Price, 12 cent*; postage, 1 cent.
Review of Beecher's Report.

Review of Rev. Charlo* Beecher’s opinion of the Spirit Manifestations, Uy John

S. Adams. Price, 6 cents ; postage, 1 cent.
Amaranth Blooms,

A Collection of embodied Poetical Thoughts, by Mrs. S. S. Smith. Price, LL 
cents: postage, 8 cents.

Biography of Mrs. Semantha Mettler,
And an account of tho Wonderful Cure* performed by hcr. By Francis IL 
Green. Harmonial Association, Publisher*. Price, paper, 25 cents; muslin, 3^ 

cents; postage, 6 cents.
The Spiritual Telegraph,

Volume I., a few copies complete, bound in a substantial manner —contains the 
fullest record of the facta, etc., of the Spiritual movement that has been published, 

Partridge and Brittan. Price $3.
A Chart,

Exhibiting an Outline of the Progressive History and Approaching Destiny ot 
the Race. Bound, or on rollers. By A. J. Davis. Partridge and Brittan, Publish­
ers. Price $1 75.

Discourses from tho Spirit-World,
Dictated by Stephen Oli*) through Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. To do 
good is the golden rule of tho universe. New York : Partridge and Brittan. Ibis 
is an interesting volume-of some 200 pages. inU published. Price bl cents.
Postage, 10 cents.

Spirit-Works Raal/but not Miraculous.
A Lecture, read nt the City Hall, in Roxbury, Miss , by A Ilan Pulnr.tn. Pi ice, '■ j 
cents ; postage, 3 cents.

Brittan’s Review of Beecher’s Report,
Wherein the conclusion* of tho. latter me carefully examined and tested by a 
comparison with his premises, with reason, an 1 with the facts. Price, 2e cents 
paper bound, ami 38 cents in muslin; postage 3 and fl cents.

Brittan and Richmond's Discussion,
400 pages octavo. This work contain* twenty-four letters from each of the par­
ties above named, embodying a great number cf facts nnd arguments, pro and 
con, designed'to illustrate tho Spiritual phenomena of all nges, but especially tlie 
modern Manifestations. To insure a wide circulation, the work is oflered at the 
low price of St. Postage, 28 cents. Published by Partridge anil Brittan.

Bpirit-Interoouvsa;
Containing incidents of Personal Experience while investigating the new phe­
nomena of Spirit-thoughtond action; with various Spirit communications through 
himself ns medium. By Herman Snow, late Unijarian minister nt Montague, 
Massachusetts. Price, CO cents; postage, 10 cents.

Spiritualism.
By Judge Edmonds and Dr. G. T. Dexter, with an Appendix by Hon. N. P. Tall­
madge, and others. Price $1 25; postage, 30 cents.

A Compendium of the Theological and Spiritual Writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg;
Being a Systematic and Orderly Epitome of all his Religious Works; selected 
from more than Thirty Volumes, and embracing nil bi* Fundamental Principles, 
with Copious Illustrations and Teachings, With an appropriate Introduction, 
Prefaced by a full Life of the Author; witli a brief View of nil his Works on 
Science, Philosophy, and Theology. Partridge and Brittan, General Agents. 
Price, $2. Postage, 45 cents.

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention.
Reported phonographically by Andrew J Graham. Published for the Committee 
383 pages, 12rno. Price, 75 cents ; postage, 1' cents

The Conflict of Ages ;
Or the Great Debate on the Moral Relations of Go.l ninl Man ; hy Edward Bceclier, 
D.D. Price, $1 25; postage, 23 cents.

A Treatise on tho Peculiarities of the Bible.
Being an Exposition of the Principles involved in some of the most remarkable 
Facts and Phenomena recorded in Revelation ; by Rev. E. D. Rendell. Price, 75 
cents; postage, 17 cents.

Emanuel Swedenborg,
As a man of Science, Civilian, Seer, nnd Theologian. Price, 30 cents; postage 
8 cents.

Angelic Wisdom;
Concerning Divine Lovo and Wisdom; by Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 12) 
cents ; postage, 4 cents.

Religion of Manhood; or, tho Age of Thought.
Ry Dr. J. H. Robinson. Price, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Philosophy of Creation.
Unfolding the laws of tho Progressive Development of Nature Ry Thomas 
Paine, through Horace G. Wood, medium. Price, 38 cents ; postage, 6 cents.

Epic of the Stany Heaven. ■
Spoken by Thomas L. Harris in 2G liours nnd 1G minutes, while in the trance 
state; 210 pages, 12mo., 4,000 lines. Price, plain bound, 75 cents; gill muslin 
81; morocco, $125. Postage, 12 cents.

Astounding Facts from the Spirit-World.
Witnessed at the house of J. A. Gridley, Southampton, Mass. Illustrated with a 
colored diagram. Price 63 cents ; postage 9 cents.

New Testament Miracles and Modem Miracles.
The comparative amount of evidence for each; the nature of both: testimony of a 
hundred witnesses. An essay read before tho Divinity School, Cambridge. By 

J. IL Fowler. Price 30 cents; postage,5 cents.
A Synopsis of Spiritual Manifestations.

Through John S. Williams, medium. Price 5 cents ; postage, 1 cent

Correspondence between the Believers iu the Harmonial Philosophy in St.
Louis and Rev. Dr. N. L. Rice. -
Price 12 cents; postage, 3 cents.

A Letter to the Chestnut Street Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass.,
In reply to its charges of having become a reproach to the cause of truth, in con­
sequence of a change of religious belief. By dnhn S. Adams. Price 15 cents ; 

postage. 4 cents.
Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth.

An interesting narrative of advancement of a Spirit from darkness to light, proving 
the influence of man on earth over the departed. By John 3. Adams. Price 25 

cents; postage, 5 cent*.
Voices from Spirit-Land. . „ .,

Through Nathan Francis White, Medium. Partridge & Brittan. Price 75 cento 
Postage 13 cento.

Arnold, and other Poems.
By J. B. Orton. Partridge A: Brillan. Price 60 cents. Postage 9 cents.

The Tables Turned.
A brief Review of Rev. C. M. Butler, D.D., by S. B. Brittan. “ He that i* flrst in 
his own causeseemeth Just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.” This 
is a brief refutation of tbe principal objections urged by tho clergy against Spirit­
ualism, and is, therefore, a good thing for general circulation. Price, single copies, 
25 cents. Postage, 3 cents. If purchased for gratuitous distribution, tho price will 
be at the rate of $12 per 100, if 25 or more copies be ordered.

A Review of Dr. J. B. Dods’ Involuntary Theory of the Spiritual Manifes­
tations.
By W. 3. Courtney. This is a most triumphant refutation of the only material 
theory of the modern phenomena that deserves a respectful notice. Price 25 oento. 
Postage, 3 cento.

Comte’s Positive Philosophy,
Translated by Harriet Martineau. A new and elegant edition in one volume 
Price $2 50. Calvin Blanchard, S2 Nassau Street, New York, has just published 
this work in one splendid octavo of S3S pages, large type, elegant paper, and neatly 
bound in cloth. Reprinted verbatim from the London Edition. For snte nt ibis 
Office.

Epitome of Spirit Intercourse.
• Being a condensed view of Spiritualism iu ito Scriptural, historical, actual, an. 

scientific aspects, by Alfred Cridge. Price, 38 cento; postage, 6 cento.

Lectures on Spiritual Science. . _
By R. P. Wilson. Price, muslin bound, 50 cento; paper, 38 cents; postage, . and

4 cents. PARTRIDGE A BRITT AX, PnbHshers, 
ga, M0 Braa4»ay, New Yark*

OUR FOREIGN AGENTS.
ENGLAND.

London.—ft. Bailli£re, 219 Regent StrccL
Low, Son * Co., 47 Ludgate Hill.
John Chatman, Strand.

FRANCE.
Paris.—J. B. Bailm^rf., 19 Hue Ilanlcfiielle.

<” SPAIN.
Madf.ii>.—Cil BAtLLV-BAiLLiOr.E, 11 Calle del Principe.

GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE UNITED STATES.
Tlie tallowing are general Agent* for the Sacred Cip-OLE and SpninUAi Tele­

graph, and will supply all the book* in our list nt publishers’ pri"N :
Bela Marsh, No. 15 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.
D. M Dewey, Rochester, N. A’.

"S. F. IIovt, No. 3 First Street, Troy, N. Y.
Jamis McDonough, Utica, N. Y
F. Bly, Cincinnati, Ohio. • •’
Benjamin Percival, No. 89 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia, a few doors north <>: 

Spruce Str-'et where.all Books, Periodicals, and Newspapers^ SpirituaiUm may bs 

obtained.
Russell .t Brother, No. 15 Fifth Street, near Market, Pittsburg, Pa.
Gilbert & Still, Booksellers, Commercial Street, S.m Fniuclseo. (tai. ..^
Fedekuerx A; Co., 9 and 13 Court Street, Boston,
A. W. Noney, Wall Street, Bridgeport, Conn.
John H. Allen, Auburn, N. Y’. rl"
II. Taylor, Sun Iron Building, 111 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md.
E. V. Wilson, Toronto, C. W.
Traveling Agent, Isaac T. Pease, of Thompsonville, Conn.
f37" Other Agentsand book dealers will be supplied promptly. The c«h should' 

accompany the order. -

SUNDAY MEETINGS.
The Spiritualists of New York and vicinity have rented Dot>worth’s Academy for 

tho ensuing year, and now hold regular Sunday Meetings at half-past 10 o’clock a.m., 
also at 3 and 8 p.m. The morning and evening are devoted to public lecture* by 
speakers invited by the committee, and tho afternoon to a general Conference, when the 
platform is free to all orderly persons who may be disposed to address the.people.
Ef Dodworth’s Academy is the next building above Grace Church, No. SOG Broad 

way, cast side, corner of Eleventh Street.

DRS. HATCH AND HARRINGTON . .
Have associated themselves together in tlieir professional business for the purpose of- 
concentrating their powers in diagnosticating and treating disease in all lis various 
stages and forms.

Dr. Hatch has been a Professor of Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children, 
in a Medical School in Boston', and made much valuable improvement in the treatment
of Female Diseases. fe

Dr. Harrington has long been in a wm«rXviWy««aw«f«I practice, and is wn^’we*-'"' / 
ZMnciWy tAe most wcurn.'e Clairvoyant in describing the real nature, causa, and lo- : 
cality of disease, and its proper remedy, of any one in America. He possesses a “ clear-' 
seeing” or intuitive power heretofore uneqiialcd; and combined as it is with n very ex­
tensive Medicalicxperience, both in himself and liis associate, they have no hesitation 
in guaranteeing a correct description of all diseases, and a radichl'cure in all case 
where it is in the power of human agency.

Patients who can not visit the city, may be assured that by writing they can have the 
real cause and nature of their disease fully described, and the most effectual method of 
treatment clearly pointed out, and with as much accuracy as if they were present"in 
person. Those who write will be required to inclose $10. Office 712 Broadway, New 
York. Office hours from 10 to 12 a.m., and 2 to 4 p.m.

B. T. HATCH, M.D. DR. ISAAC HARRINGTON. 127 tf. . .

Mils. METTLER’S RESTORATIVE SYRUP; ¥
Sot a universal panacea, but a remedy for tho impure state of the blood, a cor­

rector of the secretive organs, and Bilious difficulties generally, Sick nnd Nervous 
Headache, and all those difficulties connected with a deranged circulation, bad state 
of the Liver, Coughs, and Irritation of the Mucous Membrane sooften sympathetically, 
induced. See full directions on the Bottles. Also, for sale,

MRS. METTLER’S invaluable remedy for Dysentery end Bowel Complaints, so com­
mon during the Summer months. Thi* important remedy will prove almost, if not en­
tirely successful, if the directions are fully and carefully carried ouL No family should 
he without it. See full directions on each Bottle. Also

MRS. METTLER'S ELIXIR,
So celebrated for severe Bilious Colic, I’atns and Cramps of the Stomach and Bowels, 
Bilious Derangement, Rheumatism, Neuralgic Pains, Internal Injuries, etc.

A. ROSE, General Agent, Hartford, Connecticut
PARTRIDGE AND BRITTAN General Agents for the Middle, Southern, and*- 

Westcrn States. --------------------------------------------- --- -^

WONDERFUL DISCOVERY.
THE NERVE-SOOTHING VITAL FLUIDS, > 

Prepared'entircly by Spirit-direction, through . j • / 
MRS. E. J. FBENCH, MEDIUM^ PITTSBURp; PA.

' These Medicines arc purely Vegetable, containing nothing injuriou*,to the system, 
and are a certain cure for all Nervous diseases, viz., St. Vitus’ Dance, Tic.DolBrenxi' 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism in nil its varied forms, Locked Jaw, Epilepsy or Falling Sick- • 
nesa, Palsy, Nervous and Sick Headache, Dyspepsia, Diseases of the Kidneys and 
Liver, Diarrhea, Irregularities of the Female System, Totter, and nil Cutaneous IJis- 
eases, Chilis nnd Fever, Cramp, Colic, Cholera-morbus, Cholera, Quinsy, Croup, Influ­
enza, Bi'onchitis, nnd all Acute Pains nnd Nervous Diseases with which the human fami­
ly nro afflicted, and which for nges have baffled the skill of the learned. Tiieso Fluids 
have not failed to give relief in any of the above cases where they have been fairly 
tested, and wo have now n number of living witnesses $ whom wc can refer.

Feeling it my duty to make known to tlie afflicted these invaluable rcmediefjinot^ 
only in obedience to the positive commands of my Spirit-guides, but from a thorough 
conviction thnt they are all that is claimed for them, and from a desire to relieve the 
sufferings, of afflicted humanity, I propose to place them in the hands of all at tho 
most reasonable rates, and shall, as far as I have the ability to do eo, cheerfully sup­
ply it without charge, to all who may not have the means to pay for it. For further 
particulars address, T. Culbertson, Agent, Pittsburg, Pa.

Sold by B. Wood, No. 391 Broadway, New York; IL F. Gardner, M. D., 654 
Washington Street, Boston ; W. M. Laning, 276 Baltimore Street, Baltimore.

Mrs. French will continue to make Clairvoyant examinations. Examination and 
prescription wheh the parlies are present, $5.00; if absent, 810.00. No charge when 
parties have not the means to pay.

REDFORD HARMONIAL INSTITUTE.
The above-named Institute is beautifully situated'five miles west of Battle Creek, 

Michigan, In a farming community. It hns been in successful operation for three years, ’ 
with rather inferior accommodations and limited means; but a large and commodious 
boarding-house will be completed before the commencement of the next term; render­
ing the accommodations every way desirable. The situation of the students’ rooms 
is delightful, commanding an extensive prospect of one of the finest countries in tho ,. 
world.

The teachers arc all deeply imbued wilh the principles of the Harmonial Philosophy, 
-adapting it as their rule of thought and action. So closely is the health of the student* 
guarded, that not a case of severe sickness has occurred during three ycars.p _j ^_

It is a Manual Labor Institution, and nim’, along with thorough intellectual disci- 
pline, to furnish such facilities for self-support as will enable nny young person with 
limited means to acquire an education by hinir her own unaided exertions.

.A’he English branches, including Mathematics and the Natural and Moral Sciences, , 
will constitute the course of study.

There will be three terms during tho year, of fourteen weeks each, commencing on ' 
the first Monday in September, and continue w'thout any vacation.

A teacher's class will be organized at the commencement, and continue seven weeks. 
This will be formed for tho especial benefit of those designing to teach the Ensuing k 
winter. Students will bo admitted any time"during tho school year, but il is highly 
important to be present at tlic commencement of one of the terms. Terrapin ad­
vance-board, tuition, room rent, wood—all for Ladies $1 70 per week; Gentlemen |2 '

II. CORNELL Proprietor, Post-office, Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Bedford, Michigan, July 7,1S54.
If reformatory papers will copy the above noti’e, it will h; esteemed a favor. 116 tf

• GREAT MUSIC ESTABLISHMENT

HORACE W A T ER S , BROADWAY.
THE MOST CELEBRATED

PIANOS AND MELODEONS IN THE WORLD.'
Pia gram of the several Departments.

No. 1. Retail Music Department (front entrance on Broadway) contain^ in the form. "' 
of sheet music and musical publications of all kinds, tbe cho^e productions of the 
great masters of Europe.and America, forming a catalogue second to none in the ■ 
country ; also, an assortment of all other music published in -the United States, Instruj, •, 
mental Instruction Books, and a complete assortment of all kinds of mnsifmerchan- • / 
disc called for in tbe retail trade.

No. 2. General sales-room for Pianos (entrance from No. 1, or from Anthony Street) 
in the rear), contains an immense assortment of ihcse-^auliful instruments, from eight 
or ten of the most celebrated Boston and New Yo*rk makers, including T. GILBERT 
i CO.’S Pianos, with or without tho -Eolian, with iron frame* (adapting them to any ' 
climate) and Circular Scales; GILBERT’S BOUDOIR Pianos; HORACE WATERS’ 
Modern Improved Pianos; HALLETT * CUMSTON’S Pianos (of the old- firm of 
Hallett i Co.); JACOB CHICKERING'S Pianos; also, In this department, MAR- 
TIN'S Unrivaled Gnilars, Piano Stools, Music Racks, etc.

No. 3. Second floor, devoted to the wholesale Music trade, contains folios of all the 
choice American and foreign musie. #

No. 4, Salcs-room for Melodeons and second-hand Pianos, contains all the varieties , . 
of tho former, including S. D. A: H. W. SMITH'S well-known Melodeons, tuned in the 
equal temperament, and a large assortment of the best in the market of the latter. 
Price* from $20 to $175,

No. 5, Select sales-room for Pianofortes, is the most elegant room devoted to thi* bu*- ; 
incss in tho United States, and tho pianos kept therein are unexcelled for beaaty of 
flnlsh and quality of tone, a large number having carved legs and lyres, and case* 
mounted wilh richly-carved moldings, and pearl key*—two of the number being $1,000 
instruments, T. Gilbert it Co.'* make, with Aeolians, mates to the one to which wm 
awarded the first prize at the World's Fair.

Mr. Waters is sole agent for all the instruments named above, Every iustnua«a( 
fnlly guaranteed. Dealers, teachers, and heads of seminaries supplied on M v&y 
best terms. All orders promptly attended to, and music sent by mail po*l-pald. Gqp- 
eral and select catalogues, and schedule of price* forwarded to any addre** freest * 
charge. 12 per cent discount made to clergymen. •

NEW YORK STEREOTYPE ASSOCIATION PRINT?
Wl'WttLXAM STREIT (earner FaeaMert),; " »


