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DOES IT DEMAND A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION'!

To a careful observer, the spiritual movement, considered 
merely as a great change in religious opinions, is almost as 
wonderful as any of the mysterious facts that have originated 
the change. Many thousands who but a few years since^rested 
quietly in the respectable orthodoxy or heterodoxy of popular 
sects, or belonged to no sect, being indifferent to creeds, have 
all at once been aroused, and are now inquiring earnestly for 
facts in regard to their future destiny. Of a sudden the rigid 
bonds of religious societies have burst asunder, and a deluge 
of new opinions is set loose, threatening to sweep away the 
last vestige of traditional belief, and set adrift the oldest and 
proudest churches in an ocean of doubt.

He who looks upon every thing passing under the name of 
Spiritualism as but a phase of popular delusion, propagated by 
sympathy and the appliances of imposture, ought in all candor 
to consider the delusion itself as little short of miraculous. 
For, if it be a delusion, considering the multitudes bewildered, 
the variety of churches ensnared, and the wide spaces it has 
passed with the rapidity of a prairie-tire, when and where in 
our world’s history has a similar phenomenon been seen ? 
This is a question which the opponent of Spiritualism, who, as 
a general thing, is more inclined to anticipate the revival of an 
exploded error than the advent of a new truth, can meditate at 
his leisure, and solve as his prejudices may incline. But the , 
Spiritualist may find the investigation of it profitable; for

and instead of serving the brethren as ministers of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, they demanded obedience of the Hock in the 
name of that Christ whom they had made to say, “ He that 
denieth me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven and “ He that receiveth you, receiveth 
me ; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.” 
Thus the love of the exercise of authority in Christ’s name 
grew and strengthened, and faith in Jesus alive and risen gave 
place to faith in doctrines which could be veriiled by no touch 
stone, of fact. New sects were multiplied. (A sect is a body 
of men united in faith in a doctrine, in a common pride in their 
superior righteousness, and in the common practice of spurious 
dulies.) For as soon as the Church lost her faith in the great 
fact that Jesus was alive, doctrines became the main bond of 
unity, and there were just as many sects engendered in the 
name of Christ as there were spiritual leaders whose specu
lative imaginations could give birth to fantastic methods of sal
vation, and new theories about Christ and heaven. As soon, 
however, as it was universally settled that faith in a doctrine 
was the foundation of the Church, spiritual authority became 
tyrannical, and seized on the sword of state to enforce unity 
¡n doctrine and ceremony.

Unity of faith in a doctrine, and unity in the performance of 
spurious duties, constitute a sect. The Church at last be
came a sect, and all her Protestant daughters are sects, be
cause a living faith in the reality of Jesus’ life after death has 
given place to faith in dogmas, and the institution of spurious 
duties. J u short, Christianity became sectarian just as far and 
as fast as faith in facts was displaced by belief in doctrines,

solation of the question may show him that the causé of the 
movement can be nothing less than what the body of Spirit
ualists have from the first claimed it to be. But, more than all 
he may discover a criterion by which to discriminate the per 
ishable and transient outcomings of the movement, from its 
phenomena and legitimate tendencies.

If we recur to the beginnings of Christianity, we shall dis 
cover facts in that 'movement which have their parallel 
Spiritualism, and a careful study of those facts will perhaps 
suggest the tendencies and the extravagancies likely to attach 
to this.

Whatever the preacher of Nazareth may have taught, or 
whatever he may have believed, it is at least certain that Chris 
tianity rested as on one of its main pillars—on the faith that 
Jesus, though dead, was alive. It was not the bare promuiga 
tion of his precepts, nor the influence of his example, nor the 
personal attachment of enthusiastic disciples that gave Chris 
tianity that original impulse, the force of which, nineteen cen 
turies lias been unable to exhaust. Nor was it the expectation 
of the speedy descent of Jesus from heaven, nor the threat of 
the end of the world, nor extraordinary purity of morals in all 
Christians that gave it so fair a start that in three centuries it 
mastered Paganism, and took its seat as a stronger power than 
the Cæsars on the seven hills of Rome. Not each, nor all of 
these things, was the strength of the Christian Church, send 
ing it forth conquering and to conquer. But it was the united 
faith of the brethren that the Crucijicd was alive—that .immor
tality had been brought to light and made attainable ; this was 
the main element of the strength and the beauty of Christianity 
at the beginning. The idea of life after death, verified by the re
appearing of one who had been seen to die, the hope of heaven 
brought down to earth—this it was that found a lodgment in the 
hearts of the poor and the rich, of the bond and the free— 
this it was that exalted the sweetest aspirations of the saint, 
and kindlod anew the spark of religious life in the abandoned 
sinner.

The strength of ancient Christianity, then, consisted in the 
united belief of a fact. Here was something certain upon 
which to rest ; here was no subtile doctrine ; here was no fire- 
spun dogma ; but a something which the simplest language could 
enunciate, and the feeblest understanding conceive ; and I will 
add—a fact which the most torpid heart could feel. He who 
was crucified is uliee. ’Phis was the bond of unity ; this was 
that faith in Jesus thatcovdd remove mountains ; this the found
ation of that holy hope which the sword could not exterminate, 
nor the rack wrench away, nor fire burn out. It w as united 
faith in a fact, which Judaism could not suppress, nor the rab 
ble put down, nor Roman emperors extinguish. It was faith 
in a tact, that united the circumcised and the uncircumcised, 
the Gentile and the keeper of Moses’ law, the rich and the 
poor, the slave and his master, the believer in the humanity of 
Jesus and the believer in his divinity, the observer of Sabbaths 
and the disregarder of days, in the bonds ot a tolerant charity.

But this faith in a fact was not to continue. As the Church 
became farther and farther removed from the time of the event 
of the Resurrection, her faith in the real existence of Jesus di
minished, till finally speculations upon his mission and theo
ries in regard to his nature took the place of the faith that he 
was alive. Thenceforward it was no more the arisen Jesus 
whom she loved, but that Christ whose portrait she herself 
formed, from misinterpreted texts of the Old Testament, be
came the object of her adoration ; -and now her bishops and 
presbyters began to assimilate in character to her ideal Christ,

and dramatic and ceremonial duties were prescribed and en
forced by the’ Church.

Now, what is Spiritualism considered as a movement in re
ligion 1 Wherein has it any analogy with original Christianity l 
Christianity was originally faith in a fact, in the continued, real 
existence o f Jesus, in spite o f the death o f the cross; faith in 
the fact that the vail that separates the present from the future 
life had been pierced by a man in the possession o f all that con
stitutes genuine manhood.

Spiritualism is faith in a similar fuel, in the continued, real 
existence o f all who have died; in the permanent opening of the 

future state to all in the body.
Christianity was originally the belief that one man at least 

had survived death; Spiritualism is the belief that all men have 
survived if. Christianity asserted ihe reappearance of Jesus; 
Spiritualism the general resurrection or reappearance o f all the 
dead.

So long as Spiritualism rests upon the belief of a fact; so 
long as this belief, with a good life, shall be the characteristic 
of a Spiritualist, and unity in the belief the signal for lratcr 
nal intercourse ; so long as no diversity of opinions shall bo the 
occasion of a withholding from the believer an affectionate re 
gard, Spiritualism will not collapse into the organization of a 
sect But whenever believers in its facts shall cease to re 
gard the bare recognition of them, together with a pure life, as 
the test of a Spiritualist, and shall set up the cast-olf articles 
of some worn-out creed, or the fanciful theory of some meta 
physical speculator as a standard of union, their organization 
will have degenerated into a mere heretical oil-shoot of the 
old Church, will have become an adopted daughter of the 
scarlet woman, and must share her wasting plagues and deso
lating judgments.

Spiritualism can properly be represented by no organization 
What need of an organization to advocate a fact? Facts are 
wont to take care of themselves. What need of a Spiritualist 
organization to spread about particular religious doctrines ? 
None at all. For Spiritualism recognizes nothing beyond the 
fact that the Spirit-world is revealing itself to us in its own way, 
and that every one who admits (hat fact, and leads a pure life, 
shall he recognized as a brother, whatever his creed.

So long as Spiritualists shall hold to this fact and this con
duct, so long will the encouraging manifestations continue to 
spread, and the number of believers who are willing to lead a 
life of mutual charity multiply. What Christendom needs to
day is, that the bonds of sect that chill and deaden all true re
ligious aspirations, and make every religious man distrustful of 
every other not belonging to his circle, should be dissolved. 
As has been said, it is the combined recognition ot spurious 
duties, and the universal prevalence of puerile recipes of salva
tion, which recipes grow out of theories in regard to our future 
destinies, which constitute “ the fifth essence” of sectarianism. 
For every church in Christendom bases its whole code of re
ligious duties on its particular theory of a future life, deducing 
the duties from that theory, every sect issuing to its neophytes 
a certificate for happiness in the future state, with full confi
dence that its particular draft on the Banker there is, of all 
presented, the only one to be paid at sight. One thinks im
mersion over the top of the head is the sitie gua non ,* another 
finds the essential duty in sprinkling; another in the keep
ing of days; another in “ faith-in-C hristanother in obe
dience to the Church. How needful that something in the 
nature of Spiritualism should come down like consuming light
ning on this hideous farrago of' recipes for salvation, and dis
perse them in thinnest a ir !

It is the mission of Spiritualism to establish actual goodness 
of life as the only ground of salvation, and to do away with the 
notion that a particular belief about God and human destiny is 
any criterion of moral worth. Particularly will it demand ac
tual paternal affection between the advocates of opposing 
creeds. And how admirably is it adapted to bring about what 
it demands! It brings the very fact of a future life to bear 
upon human conscience to enforce simple, natural goodness. 
Opening the other world, it shows to him who prides himself 
on his faith in the Bible, and “ the merits of Christ,” his fellow- 
believer far below some Infidel in the state awarded to him 
hereafter; turning to the Infidel who prides himself in the 
justness of his conceptions about the Bible and Christ, it shows 
him that a life of charity may place the most credulous adorer 
of the letter above many a clear-headed unbeliever. Who 
shall estimate the crushing effect of such facts, when they shall 
be generally admitted, upon the crumbling castles of sectarian 
dogmatism 1

I conclude, then, that any organization that sets itself up as 
the representative of Spiritualism will have more to represent 
than it bargains for, and that when it fancies the great body of 
believers to be marshaled under its banner, it will discover at 
least that it has ranked together only that small number who 
are too heretical for any popular church, and too fond of poivcr 
to be genuine Spiritualists. No; Spiritualism can not be com 
pressed into the keeping of a sect, and no organization can ad 
equately represent it, but that glorious order of universal human 
society which Jesus anticipated, and has already named—the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

It is a wide-spread belief that, religion must be represented 
by som e/om  of worship—by certain acts symbolic of our won 
dering love of God. And therefore worshipers, or the natu 
rally religious, have always craved leaders to prescribe a cere
monial which should at once please the Deity and be an 
adequate expression of that adoration which words can not 
utter. Hence every religious organization attempts a two-fold 
object—to placate the Deity, and adore him. In the Christian 
Church two rites are generally considered placatory, Baptism 
and the Supper, and two acts of worship to embody a genuine 
adoration, Prayer and Song. Is it presumptuous in Spiritual
ists, after eighteen centuries have passed in the practice of dra
matic religion in the name of the crucified Christ, to insist again 
on the teachings of the living Jesus; that mutual love is the 
only placatory offering required by the Almighty, and that pri
vate prayer is more acceptable to him than public /  If we be 
lieve with Jesus, we shall ask no other religious organization 
than such as love originates and dissolves at pleasure, and we 
shall feel that occasional conferences are the only religious 
gatherings proper for Spiritualists. Our adoration toGod we 
will reserve for the closet, our placotorg offerings shall be neither 
Baptism nor the Supper, but the daily sacrifice of a good life.

D. L.

E A R N E S T  T H O U G H T S  H O N E S T L Y  SPO K EN .
“ And (here went out a decree ttiat all the world should be taxed.”

M r . E ditor :
1 wish to express a few thoughts in my usual plain manner. 

Some of the things to which I would call attention were sug
gested by the incidents of a “ picnic” which I attended at Har
mony Grove, in Iramingham. It is not my intention to note 
what was said and done, as such details are not of much in
terest to the general reader. If I have a proper conception of 
such gatherings, they arc to take people front the smoky, bus
tling city, dusty town, and remote farm-house, for a little relax
ation, friendly intercourse, and a pleasant forgetfulness of the 
dull details of the worldly struggle going on at home in ceas- 
less routine. I believe I express the prevailing sentiment 
when I say the majority of persons from Boston, Charlestown, 
and Worcester did not go to Framingham under the impression 
that a prompt and persevering demand would be made upon 
their purses.

After able and entertaining remarks from Mr. Clure, Drs. 
Dexter and Cragie, and others, the gathering was at once 
turned into a business meeting. An attempt was made, and 
urged with remarkable pertinacity, to raise the sum of three 
hundred dollars for the support of a certain publication. Every 
one has a right to give his money for just what purpose he 
pleases; but it did seem to me, as nrell as to many others, that 
to spring such a mine on the unsuspecting men, women, and 
children who had come out for a few hours’ recreation, was, to 
use the mildest terms, inappropriate, ill-timed, and unexpected. 
Had the meeting been called by friend Loveland for the pur
pose of soliciting money, it should have been duly stated; then it 
would have been in order; but as it was not thus understood, 
it has the appearance of being entirely out of order. The re
quest for three hundred dollars, or the nearest possible approach 
to it, from that little audience, was, in my estimation, an “ un
kind cut,” and, although urged, undoubtedly, with the best of 
intentions by those gentlemen who believed they were acting for 
the benefit of the worthy proprietor, it certainly operated as a 
damper on the universal enjoyment of the occasion. If a pa
per can not support itself, it is a sure sign that it is not needed.
A publication that is worthy of patronage (I here cast no dis

paraging reflection upon the publisher), and the want of which 
is felt by the public, will unquestionably be sustained. 1 have 
no more to say concerning the demand made at Harmon)’ 
Grove, but what follows is to be considered as referring to 
the fixed habit of vexatious, pecuniary solicitation as a'preva
lent truth.

Mr. Editor, are we never to escape the importuning system ? 
Has it not continued long enough ? Every new thing that 
comes up, with the mighty promise of regenerating the world, 
is actually begged to death. If you would knock Spiritualism 
on the head, make it one grand system of beggary. Let a de 
testable contribution-box be poked into every man’s face who 
takes his family into Nature’s garden—the grove—to enjoy a 
moiety of sunshine, air, and social converse. I believe that 
“ those who dance should pay the fiddler,” and am willing to 
givo my mite for all necessary attendant expenses, for halls, 
and for the woods if need b e ; blit I must dissent from those 
who think it proper to press individual claims and enterprises 
(unless in cases of immediate want, extreme destitution, or 
positive suffering) upon those who leave home with the inten
tion of having a “ good time,” and losing for the season the 
consciousness of life’s cares. There is for every thing a fitting 
time and appropriate place. We have well-dressed beggars at 
our front doors; beggars in tatters at our back doors; blind, 
whining, crying, dirty beggars in the streets ; priestly beggars 
(for God’s and their own sake) in church; and going out of 
town in the hope of getting rid of their importunities for a day, 
the first thing we are conscious of is a rap on the knuckles 
with an execrable contribution-box.

(Without any. disrespect to anybody.) < We are becoming at 
nation of importunate beggars. I wish it were possible—that 
it were within the limit of things to be hoped for—that we could 
go once to some place where we should not be publicly solicited 
for what bank notes we can spare, or the loose change wc may 
have in our pockets. All men can live ! The God of Nature 
has given each individual two feet that he may walk, two hands 
that he may get his bread, a head that he may think and cal
culate ; let him use them, and the heavens will fall if he don’t 
get a good living. Individual enterprise is competent to all 
things ; it says that obstacles shall be no more—that difficul
ties shall yield. Individual sovereignty is the basis of man’s 
prosperity and happiness.

I wish said publication success, and ,a new head (a vignette 
without angels in night-gowns), but I do not wish it success in* 
the way proposed. If there is any one thing that can hasten 
the downfall of a paper—shake all confidence in its stability— 
it is a public appeal to private pockets for its support. It is 
an acknowledgment that it is not firmly established; or, at 
least, it may be so construed by those solicited. The fact is 
we have too many spiritual papers. We had better sustain 
one or two good ones than have a dozen starvelings. It appears 
to me it would be better, if our friends really desire to put 
friend Newton in a position to make his mark on the times— 
place him where his talent will not be cramped—to help him 
to a new beginning. It is much easier to rear a new structure 
than to clear away the rubbish of the old. Give him fair foot
ing and he will do well; but if we love him, allow him to 
build his own foundation.

I shall receive no thanks, probably, for these free expres
sions of opinion ; but if those who are interested in the “ New 
Home” movement wish for a special organ, they should give 
their editor elect a new sheet, if it be no larger than a lady’s 
handkerchief. Here, you perceive, I am on delicate ground, 
laying myself liable to the charge of making invidious compar
isons. So be i t ; these thoughts come from my heart, agree 
with my reason, concern our movement.

We have, at least, one good weekly paper, worthy of the, 
cause, and that is the S pir itu a l  T elegraph , published at 300 
Broadway, New York. It is ably, fearlessly conducted. Ad
ded to this, we have the S acred C ircle , a monthly magazine, 
edited with ability by Judge Edmonds, Dr. Dexter, and others.. 
Surely, here is elbow-room for those who wish to be heard.

For eight or ten years I have been connected with the 
press, and know something of newspaper machinery. A great I 
ex.
the smallest size, even. It is rarely that a paper can be sue 
cessfully started without a large capital to back it. Those 
who have never had an opportunity of looking into the busi
ness can form but an imperfect idea of the care and responsi
bility devolving on a publisher. A sheet devoted to a new 
cause, I am bold to affirm, can not sustain itself unless it has 
plenty of cash for a motive power. If the money be wanting, 
the publication will show it in its quality of paper and ink, ty
pography, vignette, and, lastly, in its matter. Poor matter, 
printed in poor ink, on poor paper, makes a poor appearance. 
The publisher is not to be blamed for it (unless for his tcmcri- 
ty )_ h e  would do better if he had the means.

Shall I be pardoned if I venture the opinion that every new 
association does not need an especial organ—js, but a clog on 
the energies of the same—a constant pull-back without ade
quate, proportionate use and compensation ? Communities are 
prone to think they have discovered grand truths, which it is 
their duty to herald to the world, which sits, in darkness at
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their doors ; they have the same right to think so that I have to 
differ with them.

Mr. Editor, I am walking among eggs—where shall I step 
next—

“ For Brutus was an honorable man,
So are they all—all honorable men.”

Injattempting to make a few remarks at Harmony Grove, 
concerning sectarian organizations. I suspect that the same 
may have been construed by some who heard me, as bearing 
directly upon the “ New Home” movement. I did not refer 
Jo that particularly. Men may cooperate in any movement 
where there is internal harmony enough, voluntarily, to produce 
such a result; and certain kinds of organization are necessary 
for pecuniary purposes. With Dr. Gardner—the head of the 
“ Spiritual Home” design—I am particularly pleased. Whether 
I agree with the details of his plans.or not, I congratulate our 
Boston friends on the acquisition to their strength of a man 
who appears to possess so many sterling elements of character. 
That he and good friend Orvis may so modify their plans as 
to embrace all classes of people, I sincerely hope. The thought 
strikes one very pleasantly, at first, that it would be exceed
ingly agreeable to have a residence where we should meet 
only those who believe, in the main, as we do; but a calm ex
amination of the details presents many features objectionable, 
if not insuperable. I believe it would be better to strike out 
entirely from the proposed scheme all systematic plans for the 
development of media, or their particular concentration at such 
an establishment. Development must be left; to Nature and 
self-effort. It seems to me that but little good can accrue 
from the combination of media. If they have the leaven of 
truth, rather let them go forth and leaven the whole lump. 
The common people, who hear all reasonable things gladly, as 
a general ‘ thing, will not go to a local institution to be put cn 
rapport with the spiritual world, developed or converted to new 
and startling views. Truth is diffusive (not concrete), and 
needs to be spread over a great deal of surface. There are 
no outsiders and insiders in Nature’s vocabulary. The earth 
is one family; we shall not be contaminated by living in it, or 
be made a whit wiser by becoming clannish. We belong to 
the world, must meet it on even terms, and try to make it bet
ter by so doing.

If all kinds of media are to be concentrated at the “ Spirit
ual Home,” for the accommodation of themselves and the pub
lic, it certainly will not be a very quiet or desirable place of 
residence. Medi.-. are very much like the “ rest of mankind,” 
and won’t be likely to live together in amity a great while. 
There will be recriminating “ raps,” unfriendly “ tippings,”
“ movings” for superiority, interested “ speaking,” “ visions” o f  
jealousy, and many other discordant“ unfoldings.” The noise 
and confusion attendant upon receiving visitors will not be in
considerable. Nor is this a ll; as money is to be received in 
compensation for communications from departed Spirits, it will 
take on the appearance of a concentrated piece of charlatanry in 
the eyes of the world—the very world we are striving to make bet
ter. I have been opposed from the first (as all who know me can 
bear witness) to spiritual exhibitions where money is taken. Such 
a course degrades Spiritualism in the estimation of community.
If truth is so scarce that it can not be obtained without money, 
we can afford to do without i t ; bread-and-butter will, perhaps, 
keep us alive until it is cheaper. Inspiration is like sunshine 
and air—free to all. Nature dispenses her gifts impartially. . 
Spirituality exists everywhere, and every mind that is in 
earnest can be developed to something useful. Oh, I thank 
God that there is no monopoly in this matter; that the entire 
body of humanity comes under one general rule ; that the spirit
ual element spreads out and diftuses itself through every land, 
and pervades every atmosphere where there are human brains 
to receive i t !

Do not make a New Home idea an ex parte affair—discon
nect it, as much as convenient, front the word Spiritualism. 
Recognize no difference in men on account of their respective be
liefs. Kind, beneficent is Nature, making no distinctions—let 
us copy her. It is immaterial whether a man be a Spiritualist 
—lie can benefit us, or we can benefit him—one of the two will

r * ’ - hu be surfl t0 (ake ]ace> so that d wil, incvitably resuit from
xpenditure is necessary to support a weekly publication, of . . , ° J
. . T. • , , , companionship. Let us have human homes, having regard tokr. o i n n l l r t c f  o v o n  I f  io  r n r n l i '  t h a t  n m n p r  f tn n  lift s i l f t-  1 * ’ O b '

the economy of subsistence, and the cultivation of the mind by 
the ordinary m eans, aspiring simply to be C itizens op t h e  
W orld . Peculiar people we have been since time immemo
rial, and now wc want people who are not at all peculiar. 
The Jews were “ peculiar” enough to last the world its lifetime.

Am I opposing the New Home movement? No; merely 
expressing my views, suggesting that it be so modified and en
larged as to embrace persons of any faith, whether believers 
or unbelievers, leaving Spiritualism, the development of media, 
etc., to the never-erring methods of Nature.

But I must forbear. I see friend Newton frowning gently 
over the top of his pen, Dr. Gardner shaking his finger with 
admonitory meaning, friend Orvis striving to keep down his 
enthusiasm, while friend Hewitt has something in his hand 
that looks very much like a “ sharp stick.” I can say wilii^as 
much sincerity as did the lad who stole the melons, " If I ve 
done wrong, I’m willing to be forgiven!” Such marvelous 
penitence on my part must certainly disarm all antagonism of 
its asperity * Yours, for liberal sentiment,

J . H. ROBINSON.

Liiceit» ,  S e p t. 2 d , 1854.
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S. B. B R I T T A N ,  E D I T O R .

“ JLeí ebei'l) fyqn h  fnSltj pei’̂ òeò  k  fe  oboi] hiW.”

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1864.

M A R R IA G E  AND F R E E  LOVE.
Respecting the nature of marriage, two general opinions 

prevail among civilized nations. The first regard.*» marriage 
merely, or at least mainly, as a legal sexual union of tw o per
sons who publicly promise to live together for t e teim o 
their natural lives in the most intimate relation as prescribed 
by the civil government. In this sense it is at most a civil con
tract, sanctioned, determined, and enforced by the authorities 
of the State in their legislative and executive capacities. To 
this end the statute expressly directs how persons may be le
gally married, and in what particular manner the marriage 
contract may be lawfully annulled. Moreover, in all this the 
State only regards the fitness of the parties to the contract in 
so far as their anatomical and other external relations are con
cerned, having no reference, in any case, to their moral and 
spiritual attractions or repulsions. This is evident from the 
fact that marriage may be abrogated whenever certain physi
cal defects are proved to exist in either party, but never on 
the ground of spiritual incompatibility. That this union of the 
sexes, as determined by law is—in the absence of a more spir
itual connection—a mere earthly and sensual institution, is 
further manifest in its limitation to the brief period of mortal 
life. Nor is this all. While the laws of England and other 
enlightened countries declare that a marriage, otherwise le
gally consummated, may be rendered void by a previously ex
isting marriage, by organic defects, functional incapacity, or by 
the want of a mutual recognition of conjugal rights and privi
leges, it nevertheless insists that such a marriage iihtrictly 
valid until it is formally declared otherwise by a decision of 
the court. Accordingly, such a contract—unlawful in its very 
inception—even when its consummation involves a ruthless 
violation of the highest moral sentiments and sanctions, is 
good, in the legal sense of the term, and no less binding on 
the parties until the court having jurisdiction in the premises 
decides that it is good for nothing. Thus with no legal deci
sion to the contrary, the most unnatural, degrading, and im
moral alliances must be’preserved inviolable. A union prompt
ed on the one part by the vilest passion and on the other by mis
placed confidence, and consummated in unmitigated deception 
and villainy is, for the time being, a valid marriage, and until 
the next session of the court.

We offer the preceding observations, not because we are 
opposed to all legislative action designed to regulate the ex
ternal relations and intercourse of the sexes, but to show that 
the laws and customs of the civilized world make marriage a 
merely civil contract, entered into agreeably to the suggestion 
of political economists and the prescribed forms of law, and 
deriving its highest sanctions from the decisions of human 
tribunals. And in what respect is the idea of the Church supe
rior to this ? It pretends to invest the institution with a high 
religious importance and a Divine authority, bur it evidently- 
has no distinct conception of the spiritual nature of the rela
tion. True, it talks o f“ what God hath joined together,” but, 
at the same time, it marries people after the State fashion, and 
expressly stipulates that the contract is limited to the period 
of their existence in the flesh. By this course the Church vir
tually assumes either that there is no future life, or, admitting 
the existence hereafter, that marriage is wholly physical, earth
ly, snd sensual. By the plain terms of the contract it dissolves 
all marriage alliances on the occurrence of the death of either 
party, and by so doing it emphatically denies the spiritual and 
immortal nature of the union. Thus it appears that only the 
bodies of men and women are married according to the pres
ent customs and laws of Church and State. The writer can 
not resist the conviction that if the conjugal affection legiti
mately belongs to human nature, and especially if it has aught 
to do with our spiritual being, marriage as established by law 
and sanctioned by religion is a somewhat questionable recog
nition of this most sacred of all human relations.

Very different from the foregoing description is the spiritual 
idea, which, we are constrained to say, is as yet neither widely 
entertained nor clearly defined. However, a general definition 
will suffice for our present purpose. To constitute a true spir
itual marriage two congenial souls must be irresistibly attracted 
and perfectly conjoined, not merely by the function of a priest, 
magistrate, or legislator, but by the spiritual, natural law o f affin
ity. In proportion as this union is consummated, the two be
come one in feeling and thought. A spiritual cohesive power 
binds them together so that they can not be separated or di
vorced. The marriage that is truly spiritual must also be ever
lasting, because the spirit itself is immortal in all the primordial 
elements, essential attributes, and divine activities of its nature. 
It is only, therefore, when two beings are thus constituted and 
united by the Supreme Author of all, that they are in a true 
sense “ joined together” by him, or spiritually married. If one 
such union exists on earth—one that did not originate in sens
ual appetites and .corporeal fires—that one, at least, need not, 
and, indeed, can not, perish with the flesh. Our spiritual re
lations and attractions are obviously not merely for time, but 
forever. Hence, those who are wedded in soul—if there be 
any such—can be separated no more. . No man can put them 
asunder; Heaven will not reverse its own decrees; nor can 
the conscious spirit fly from its counterpart. A spiritual co
hesion, more subtile, powerful, and lasting than that which 
binds the elements of all worlds together, is the indissoluble 
bond of their immortal union.

Such, in brief, are the two prevalent ideas respecting mar
riage as we conceñe them to exist in the minds of their re
spective advocates, and it is Hardly necessary to inform the 
reader that the latter is chiefly entertained by Spiritualists. 
It is not true, therefore, as was affirmed in a late number of 
the New \o rk  Tribune, that Spiritualism is at all favorable 
to a free-and-easy system of commerce between the sexes 
Of all the systems in the world this, in its essential nature is 
the least obnoxious to the charge of “ securing a frequent 
change of partners.” The very idea of a spiritual, conjugal 
union as already defined, and as it is probably accepted by a 
large majority of modern Spiritualists, utterly precludes the 
notion of any■ such sjstem ol exchange; it. is severe iu its 
limitations, restricting the individual, in the genuine exercise 
of this affection, to a union with a single soul.

It is not of course pretended that all who profess to enter
tain the spiritual idea, practically conform to these views. It 
is even possible that certain misguided and unscrupulous be-

P A R T R I D G E  A N D  B R I T T A N ’S S P I R I T U A L  T E L E G R A P H .

lievers in spiritual manifestations may also claim to be spirit
ually minded, in an elevated arid true sense, that they may 
thereby secure the confidence of the simple and opportuni
ties to gratify Jheir carnal desires. But it was precisely so 
as far back as the age of the Apostles, and St. Paul found it 
necessary to exhort the Galatians not to use their Christian 
“ liberty for an occasion to the flesh.” (Chap. v. 13.) If, 
then, some Spiritualists act in a manner unworthy of their 
high calling, and thus pervert the principles of a great and 
holy cause to doubtful or dishonorable ends, they certainly 
will not be the first to deny and betray their Christ. If this 
reflection does nothing to mitigate the evil of the present time, 
it may at. least suggest the proper distinction between the 
truth and its unworthy disciples.

An article by Itev. Adin Ballou, which recently appeared 
in the Practical Christian, contains some remarks on Free 
Love among Spiritualists, which may be calculated to place 
the movement in rather a questionable light before the public. 
From several expressions, made, perhaps, without proper de
liberation, those who are so disposed may feel at liberty to 
conclude that Spiritualism itself authorizes and encourages 
the evils our brother so deeply deplores. We are satisfied 
that no man writes with a more fervent desire to do good than 
A. B., and it is because he is known to have a sincere rever
ence for the truth, that others may, on the present occasion, 
attach an undue importance or improper significance to his 
language. So far, therefore, as it is implied that free love, in 
a sensual or otherwise objectionable sense, characterizes 
Spiritualism, or that it is a necessary or natural result of the 
present movement, we desire to express in this public manner our 
unqualified dissent, and to enter our protest against the practice 
o f carelessly confounding principles with men. We most em
phatically insist that the. spiritual idea, when properly under
stood, sanctions nothing o f the kind, and we are certainly sur
prised that so careful and conscientious an observer as Adin 
Ballou should disregard the most important distinctions in 
treating a subject, on which lie, some time since, wrote so 
feelingly and so well. If men do wrong, let. them be faithfully 
and fearlessly reproved ; blit let no friend of the cause give 
an occasion for the inference that Spiritualism sanctions evils 
which are at war with every principle of its philosophy.

It avails nothing as an apology for thus obliterating all 
proper distinctions to say that a portion of the manifestations 
are uninteresting and unprofitable. The New Testament 
proves that they were so in the first century of the Christian 
era, when what were called ‘ dumb and unclean spirits,’ judging 
from the records of the Evangelists, were by far the most nu
merous. It is granted that some men still inculcate false ideas 
and immoral practices, and that some Spirits continue to lead 
men astray. But this, surely, is not a peculiar development 
of the modern spiritual movement; for, Jesus and the Apostles 
being witnesses, there were “ false prophets” and “ seducing 
spirits” in the primitive Church, whose influence led some men 
to discard the truth. Should similar causes produce like re
sults in our own day, we at least shall not be greatly disap
pointed. Indeed, while we most cordially approve of the 
greater portion of the article under review, and earnestly 
commend its inculcations, we will not disguise the fact that 
it served to admonish us that should “ iniquity abound” in the 
future “ the love of many may wax cold.” (Matt. xxiv. 12.)

If there is at the East; as seems, to be vaguely implied, a 
kind of free love that teaches men and women to violate 
the most sacred human obligations, especially if it prompts 
them to dishonor themselves, and each other; to pollute and 
poison the springs of social and domestic life and peace, we 
certainly have no sympathy with that kind of freedom or that 
species of love. Such a use of the words, even, involves

“ A base
Abandonment of reason,”

and is little less than the essence of all falsehood and the 
foulest treason against Heaven. Least of all, can we enter
tain the idea that such notions sustain the remotest relation 
to the principles of that divine philosophy which teaches us to 
subject the passions to the reason and the senses to the soul.

But it will be si.id that our idea of what constitutes a true 
spiritual union, warrants the supposition that a large number 
of marriages, even among the most enlightened and refined 
nations, are very far from conforming to our -description ; that 
many persons are improperly mated, and as a consequence 
dissatisfied and miserable. What, it may be demanded, shall 
be done with these ? Our answer to this question may be em
bodied in few words. If the}' can not possibly agree to live 
together, they should do the next best thing, which may be to 
separate by mutual consent. If the dissatisfaction results 
from inadequate causes, or is mainly on one side, let the dis
affected party make the best of “ a bad bargain.” If he has 
formed an external alliance on the sensuous plain, and agree
ably to the specific provisions of the civil law, let him, like an 
honest, man, respect the obligation thus voluntarily assumed. 
He surely has no right to plead the subsequent discovery of a 
natural or spiritual law as an excuse for violating a civil con
tract, more particularly in a case which most intimately concerns 
his honor. Inasmuch as the original proposition, in all our mar
riage alliances, is presumed to proceed from the man, he, espe
cially, should conform in the strictest manner to the terms of the 
engagement. If he ha^ the least magnanimity he will neither 
be disposed to take advantage of the weak, nor to wait for the 
strong arm of the law to define the nature and extent of his 
duties. If any man, under such circumstances and in the 
name of R e f o r m , attempts to disturb the family relations of 
himself or others, he deserves to be regarded with the strong
est suspicion, and his deed should be frowned upon by all gen
erous and honorable men. The world can never be reformed 
by those who thus abandon the weak and helpless, disregard 
their most solemn promises, and darken the soul and its im
mortal destiny by the guilt of perjury.

Miss C u n n in g h a m .— We desire to introduce to the acquaint
ance, confidence, and esteem of such of our friends as she may 
chance to call upon, the young lady whose name stands at the 
head of this paragraph. Miss C. has been engaged as a teacher 
for several years, but was induced to relinquish her school on 
account of impaired health; and being for the present unem
ployed, she proposes to solicit subscriptions to the T e l e g r a p h  

and S a c r e d  C i r c l e . Miss Cunningham is intelligent and 
highly respectable, and we take great pleasure in commending 
her to the kind regards of all who are interested in our cause. 
All funds paid to Miss C. for either of our periodicals, or for 
books, will be promptly credited at this office.

Mr. U r ia h  C l a r k  may be expected to lecture in Dodworth’s 
Academy next Sunday, morning and evening. There will be 
a Conference of Spiritualists at three o’clock p. m ., as usual.

“ T H E  S K Y L O G IC A L  S T A T E .”
Those who know little or nothing respecting the facts and 

principles of psychological and theosophical science often 
make arimsing blunders in their allusions to such subjects. 
An example of this kind, which fairly rivals Mrs. Partington 
in her best moods, came under our observation some time 
since. Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Mettler were on a visit at the 
home of the writer, in Connecticut. Rumor had been busy in 
celebrating the deeds of Mrs. M. throughout the neighborhood, 
and one of her thousand tongues had whispered great things 
in the ear of a young countryman who lived several miles 
from the village. By degrees his curiosity was excited, until 
it quite subdued his skepticism, and he resolved to dine, for 
once in his life, on a miracle, provided it did not “ cost too 
much.”

One morning, about nine o’clock, the door-bell rang in an 
emphatic manner. The writer, being in the front room at the 
time, opened the door. A young man of rustic dress and 
manners advanced, and with an inquisitive but solemn air in
quired :

“ Mister, is the claireform lady in ?”
Perceiving that the young rustic had confounded chloroform 

and clear-seeing, we replied xyith as much gravity as we could 
command, “ Yon refer to Mrs. Mettler, the clairvoyant, do you 
not T

“ 0 , yes, that’s the one, I ’spose.”
Mrs. Mettler was called, and after exchanging a few words 

with her visitor, and making known her usual terms for an 
examination and prescription, this modern Solomon, with a 
complacent and solemn manner and expression, thus contin
ued his inquiries :

“ Wall, inarm, I ’spose you 'zamine, subscribe for ’em, and 
put ’em in the skylogical state, all for the same price, don’t 
ye ?”

Mrs. M. was about to reply in a grave and civil way, when, 
having a care for our sides, we departed with slight precipita
tion.

One of our material counselors—a sort of Job’s comforter 
—insists that the countryman was quite right, and that if any 
one is skeptical respecting the existence of such a state, he 
has only to slip down once and hit his head in the occipital 
region to.verify the fact by his own experience, If the first 
trial does not succeed, the experiment may be repeated. When 
the subject begins to “ set stars,” it is said that he is fairly in 
the skylogical state.

“ THE AG E OF P R O G R E S S .”
We learn from a reliable source that S t e p h e n  A l h k o , who 

has of late been associated with Messrs. Bristol & Welsh in 
the editorial management of the Buffalo Republic, is about to 
withdraw from that paper, and to start an independent weekly 
journal in that city, the first number of which, agreeably to the 
announcement in the Prospectus, is expected to appear on or 
about the 16th instant. Mr. Albro proposes to hold no fellow
ship with party-political and sectarian organizations, but to 
devote his columns to General Intelligence, Moral Reform, 
and a fair and Free Discussion of the Progressive Ideas and 
Tendencies of the Age, including the Phenomena and Laws 
of the Spirit-World. We are confident that Stephen Albro 
has alike the mental capacity and the moral courage to carry 
out his,purposo, and that Imj will redeem his promise to the 
public. lie  has our best wishes for the triumph of his exper
iment. We suspect that Mr. A. retires from the Republic be
cause he loves freedom and fair dealing in reference to Spirit
ual and general reform so well that he can not work in a 
Buffalo editorial harness without chafing. For the motives 
which have determined his course we entertain a high re
spect, and trust that all free minds in that part of the State 
will rally around him, and by earnest cooperation and a gener
ous support make “ The Age of Progress” a tower of strength, 
a refuge for the oppressed ones, and a terror to the enemies of 
human rights.

D IG E S T  OF C O R R E SP O N D E N C E .

A l m ir a  H o l l i s t e r , of Big Bend, Waukesha Co., Wiscon
sin, writes, partially under spiritual influence, and partially 
from her own mind as we should judge, concerning the cause 
and cure of cholera. That grim-visaged monster is now re
treating from our borders, and we are less in need of sentinels 
and weapons to protect us from his inroads ; but as by our cor
respondent’s suggestions some of our readers may be the bet
ter prepared to meet him, should he come round this way 
again, we here condense the main particulars of her commu
nication : She says, “ Cholera does not originate in the atmos
phere, but in the gases of the decomposing substances of the 
earth, stagnant waters, impure and closed cellars,” etc. As a 
safeguard against it she recommends people to eat ripe fruits, 
sound and well-cooked vegetables, and, in reasonable quanti
ties, every thing else that the appetite reasonably requires. 
Those who have plenty should give to those who have not, if 
it is from no other motive than selfishness, for by giving to the 
poor that which will save them from the pestilence, they guard 
themselves and their neighborhood from exposure to the con
tagion. Banish discontent and fear, and while the disease is 
raging in the neighborhood, fumigate your apartments, cellars, 
etc., by burning coffee or corn in an iron pan over a furnance 
of ignited charcoal. Pump the long standing waters from 
your wells, and throw in a little rock-salt; throw a little potash 
or soda in your cisterns; sprinkle quicklime on any collec
tions of decomposing vegetable matter that may be upon your 
premises ; devote the contents of your medicine chest to the 
benefit of the canine race (a rather dogmatic prescription); do 
your duty to God and man, and resolve to keep well anyhow. 
The cholera will then pass by you in quest of more easy sub
jects of its attacks.

D. S. K im b a l l , of Saeket’s Harbor, N. Y., writes us that 
some weeks ago his eldest brother, who resided at Watertown, 
took sick, and after a short illness passed into the world of 
Spirits. Our correspondent, on the day of the funeral, arrived 
at the house of the family while the latter were at dinner, and 
he seated himself at the table in the place left vacant by the 
death of his brother. He had not long been seated before the 
chair began to shake, communicating the motion to his own 
body, and which was so marked as to be observable by those 
who were seated near him. As he could not account for the 
motion otherwise, he considered it as made by Spirit-power as 
an indication of his brother’s invisible presence. On the same 
evening a medium’s hand was moved and wrote a consolatory 
communication as from a Spirit-daughter of the deceased, 
stating among other things that the father was present, and 
would communicate at some future time, but could not then, as 
every thing was yet so strange to him in that new state of ex
istence. Our friend sends us several other communications

which he had received at different times, and among other 
things states that in one instance he sealed up eight, and in 
another instance six, interrogatories, in such a way that they 
could not be read by a person in the flesh without breaking the 
seal, and on submitting them to Spirits through a medium, an
swers appropriate and correct were returned to him.

A. R., of Seneca Falls, N. Y., writes concerning social evils 
and their causes, and proposes as their remedy “ an organiza
tion comprehensive enough to include industry.” A. R. un
fortunately neglected to add one very essential item to his com
munication, viz., the description of such a plan of industrial 
organization as would be adapted to secure the desired ends, 
and such as a sufficient number of ihe right kind of persons 
would be willing to connect themselves with. The plans of so
cial reorganization heretofore proposed, though many of them 
exceedingly plausible, and even beautiful when viewed on the 
external, have either failed to secure’a practical test, or been 
found wanting when such test was applied. This would seem 
to prove either that mankind in their present state are not pre
pared for the general or . universal industrial association.pro
posed—that their reformation must begin with their interior 
rather than their exterior natures—or that the demiurgus of the 
new social world has not yet appeared. This remark, how
ever, is not intended to discourage effort at reform in isolated 
branches of industry, trade, or commerce, or to even check the 
aspiration for an immediate general reorganization, as by con
tinued inquiry and effort in these directions, some satisfactory 
result will doubtless be obtained ; and if A. R. will please say 
definitely and briefly what kind of an organization he would 
have formed, we will be happy to lay his plans before our 
readers.

J aco b  G i l l e t t , of Birmingham, Oakland Co., Michigan, 
writes us seconding the request of a previous correspondent 
(J. G. Atwood), for some information on the philosophy of 
Spirit-healing. We have received a communication from 
another correspondent in response to Mr. Atwood’s inquiries, 
which shall be laid before our readers. Our present corre
spondent (Mr. G.) is himself a healing medium, and argues the 
present possibility of a repetition of the miracles and other 
wonderful works performed by Jesus and his apostles, from 
the nature of man, the power and goodness of God, etc. He 
says he has himself, in a number of instances, been used to 
accomplish cures which he would once have deemed miracu
lous, but which now appear to him in perfect accordance with 
the laws of nature.

J. W. K il l g o r e , of Como, Tennessee, is informed that the 
specimen of Spirit-writing which he recently forwarded to us 
is as illegible to us as it is to himself; nor have we had any 
explanation of the previous specimen of the same kind which 
he sent us some months ago. We have seen much writing of 
a similar kind performed by mediums while in process of de
velopment, and presume its only object is that of practicing 
the motions of the muscles, by Spirits, to get control of the 
hand of the medium.

Friend Killgore also forwards us a letter which he received 
from Mr. C. C. Church, of Nashville, Tenn., in which an en
couraging account of the state and progress of Spiritualism in 
that city is given, and Rev. Mr. Ferguson and his congrega
tion are highly spoken of for their spiritual advancement, We 
have heretofore stated in our columns that Mr. Ferguson now 
publicly avows himself a Spiritualist, and has succeeded in 
leading a large portion of his congregation into the new faith.

W. B. S------, of Sparta, Crawford Co., Pa., writes con
cerning two women who were born and brought up in that 
place, and who, becoming mediums, have been lecturing under 
Spirit-influence occasionally during the last year. The Spirits 
who have principally spoken through them purport to be 
those of two noted preachers, and they use the mediums 
mainly to expound the Bible. A Spirit claiming to be John 
Calvin has spoken through one of them, and has used her to 
denounce the doctrine which he taught while on earth, and 
which he now characterizes as “ damnable.”

SU IC ID E  F R O M  LO V E.
Not long since, a private in the IJ. S. army, was found near 

Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, dead from a pistol shot, 
evidently directed by his own hand, as the discharged weapon 
lay on his breast. The deceased was a German, named 
Laforce, and though a soldier in the ranks, where intellectual 
development of the higher poetic, sentimental order might well 
be unexpected, he left behind him two communications, which, 
while they explain the cause which precipitated him to death, 
are as remarkable for classic grace and sententious power, as 
any utterances we remember ever to have read. The subjoined 
are the two communications, the first being addressed to a 
young and very beautiful lady—to whom the suicide had lost 
his heart:

“ When God created man, he endowed him with faculties which, 
when used rightly, entitle him to a better lot than mine.

“ He said, ‘ It is not well that man should be alone, I will make a 
companion for him.’ I have found that companion, and feel that sensa
tion which made Adam know that he could not live without the being 
who wounded his heart.

“ And the Almighty, all bountiful God, gave her to him, that he might 
be happy ou earth. This is my case.

“ Seeing a certain lady, and struck by' her extraordinary beauty, I 
feel that she could make me happy—but, alas! she does not love me.

“ You will ask, perhaps, who the lady is ! It is Miss E i  , 
who makes me melancholy and miserable, and who hurries me on to 
death. I do not blame her. I blame myself for it.

“ I found death in her blue eyes, where I hoped to find eternal 
happiness.

“ It would be useless to say more about it. You can not imagine the 
despair which drives me to a death so sudden. Therefore, farewell, 
Mrs.----- and family; farewell forever.

“ Find a faithful lover, dear Eliza! My spirit will be with you, will 
watch over you, and guard you in time of danger. Farewell! one and 
all. Despair hurries me to death.

“ Perhaps this deadly weapon will explode at the very moment you 
read these lines; Farewell * * *. My last sign, and my watchword in 
the other world will be “ Eliza.” There we will meet again, if not as 
angels, we will meet elscichere, even as devils.”

(Signed) thomas laforce.
The other paper was subsequently found in the knapsack of the 

deceased, of which the following is a translation :

“ a b r o k e n  h e a r t ’s  c o m p l a in t .”

Death and life ! Anguish and joy ! Torment and pleasure ! 
Love and contempt! Heaven and Hell—forever before my eyes !

“ Where is the fountain whose waters will quench these flames !
“ Where the spring to heal the heart wounded with the stings of 

love, despair, and pain ! A model she is of beauty—charms without 
equal—the flower of her sex ; a rose of the garden of the Hesperides ; 
she who enchants me.

“ Yes! her arms are a magic wand—her eye is a ray of fire, and my 
doom was that of destruction, from the moment when I sought happi
ness from the charms of those eyes.

O
“ What can I  say of this maiden among mortals, this Goddess among 

heathens !
“ The tender smile of Cytherea—the auburn locks and the soft, blue 

eyes of the majestic Pallas, the royal shape and bearing of the huntress 
Diana, and the rosy cheeks of her whom Oberon chose for his spouse. 
Of such she is the counterpart.

“ Had not the cunning god of love given his heart to Psyche, this 
mould of beauty never would have escaped his eyes. I can appreciate 
your situation, when with fear and hope offering your sacrifice to 
Venus. Oh ! great Tclemachus ! You were taken by the hands of this 
cruel goddess from the charming Euchnris, and the still mourning 
Calypso, and laid in the lap of old Penelope.

“ Notwithstanding, your lot was enviable; new and lovely charms 
and pleasures awaited you. ,

“ But I poor miserable wretch! what do I see before me ! A pre
cipice which makes my heart shudder! To love, and not be loved again! 
to love and to adore, and to be forced to darken the days of her I love 
with early cares, without visible means to meet the common necessities 
of fife!

“ Oh miser}’ ! Soon will despair overpower me.
“ Sorrow will overtake me, and a handful of sand will’soon cover the 

remains of one, whose early death was caused by /ore.
“ Ilia spirit will live in higher spheres, and look down sweetly on her 

who was so dear to him. I t will guard and protect her, and surely she 
will not refuse him her-blessing. Peace be with his ashes.”

(Signed) thomas laforce.

F A C T S  AND R E M A R K S .
Conference of S ept. 6.—Mr. W m. W est, of Philadelphia, said the 

spiritual phenomena had, upon the whole, had a happy effect upon his 
mind, giving him a realizing sense of the immortality of the soul. He 
had been forced, however, to recognize in much of the current Spirit
ualism that class of phenomena which the Jewish Scriptures command 
us to discountenance. He argued this point at some length, and wished 
for an expression from others respecting it. Dr. Young argued that 
those Scriptures which prohibited intercourse with familiar Spirits were 
not now binding. He thought that Christ condemned and abrogated 
the whole Jewish records and Jewish system. Mr.-West thought that 
a disposition, on the part of Spiritualists and Spirits, to reject the au
thority of the Bible, had become a marked feature in the present spirit
ual unfolding. He deplored this tendency, and deemed it characteristic 
of the influence of dark and evil-disposed Spirits. He thought Spirits 
ought to be cross-questioned before we receive their testimony; but in 
testing them he had discovered several instances of what he considered 
unmistakable diabolism, in one of which instances the detected Spirit 
exclaimed, through the medium, “ H ell! I want to fight.” Dr. Orton 
thought that Mr. West was mistaken in supposing that the Bible forbade 
all such spiritual commerce os is now existing. All through the sacred 
records there are lipo classes of Spirits recognized, and familiar inter 
course with only one class is condemned, while intercourse with Ihe 
other is encouraged. Ho thought the Bible beautifully harmonized 
with, and explained, existing phenomena. Mr. D e Wolf, of Philadel
phia, thought the so-called demonism of Spirits was, after all, good. He 
thought there was no such thing as absolute evil in the world. The 
mission of the supposed evil Spirits of Mr. West was a good one, and had 
accomplishe'd’good. He considered the Bible a good but not a perfect 
book. It was inspired because all other books, and even newspapers, 
were inspired, though in a different degree; but he thought it was not 
sufficiently authoritative to dictate to us the course we should pursue 
with Spirits at this day. Mr. F ish bough said he was once a receiver of 
the so-called “ Harmonialist" view of the Bible. He was liappy, how- 
ver, to say that he had seen his error, and now had higher ideas of the 
Bible ns the Word or Wisdom of God than he ever had before. Among 
the principal accessories to this change were spiritual communications, 
and especially communications from a class of Spirits who oppose the 
Bible, and who had disgusted him with their subtile hypocrisy, or with 
their abuse and undisguised infcrnnlism, and thus showed him that their 
doctrines were doctrines of hell, and that he must look for the doctrine 
of heaven in another quarter. He then spoke on the Old Testament 
commands respecting intercourse with familiar Spirits, taking grounds 
similar to those maintained by Dr. Orton.- (See above.) Dr.' Young, 
Dr. G r a y , and Mr. D e Wolf again spoke, when the meeting closed, the 
discussion having been pointed and spirited, but perfectly friendly.

A Spiritual P rodigy 200 Years Ago.—The curious old work on ap
paritions and other spiritual wonders, by Rev. Joseph Glanvil, pub
lished in 1682, contains, among many other things of like nature, the 
following memorable relation: Mr. John Bourne, connselor-at-law, of 
Durley, about a mile from Bridgewater, in Ireland, was left by one John 
Mallet, at his decease, the principal trustee for his children in minority. 
Said John Bourne was taken sick, and by his physician, Dr. Raymond, 
was given over as incurable. He bad not spoken for twenty-four hours, 
when, in the narrator's own language, “ Said Dr. Raymond and Mrs. 
Carlisle sitting by his bedside, the Doctor opened the curtains at the 
bed's feet to give him a ir ; when, on a sudden, to the horror and amaze
ment of Dr. Raymond, the great iron chest by the window at the bed's 
feet, with three locks to it (in which were all the writings and evidences 
of the said Mr. Mallet’s estate), began to open, firet one lock, then 
another, then the third. Afterward the lid of “he said iron chest lifted 
up itself and stood wide open. Then the patient, Mr. Bourne, who had 
not spoken in twenty-four hours, lifted himself up also, and looking upon 
the chest cried, ‘ You say true ; you say true; you are in the righ t; I’ll 
he with j*ou by-and-by.’ So the patient lay down and spake no more. 
Then the chest fell again of itself, and locked itself, one lock after 
another, as the three locks opened ; and they tried to knock it open and 
could not; and Mr. Bourne died within an hour after.” This account 
was received from the lips of Dr. Raymond and Mrs. Carlisle themselies, 
the eye and ear witnesses of the occurrence, and we suppose it may be 
as fully relied on as if (be events bad taken place but yesterday in our 
midst. Two hundred years ago learned clergymen, such as Glanvil, 
Dr. Henry More, and others, were anxious to collect and record such 
facts ak these as unanswerable arguments against infidelity, but now 
clergymen avoid, ignore, and denounce them os leading to infidelity!

Cask of S piritual Sympathy.—Nothing so firmly convinces a per
son of the reality of spiritual things as a little experience for himself in 
those powers and faculties which are said to characterize Spirits. By 
this means be knows that as to his interior nature he is himself a Spirit, 
not necessarily dependent upon the fleshy organism for the exercise of 
his interior powers, and thence lie may perceive how other Spirits may 
and do exist and act, even in a disembodied state. The writer of this 
(whose name may be ascertained by those who will inquire), has for 
several years had the faculty of feeling and knowing what is the general 
state of his family when absent from them. An instance may illustrate: 
Recently the writer’s wife and children spent a couple of weeks in the 
country, a hundred miles distant, while the writer himself remained at 
home. When we next saw them we said to the mother, “ Mary E. has 
once been sick at the stomach, and L. was not very well shortly after 
you arrived at your place of destination. With these exceptions you 
have all been well, and have enjoyed yourselves much.” We learned 
from the mother that this was precisely so, with the exception that the 
indisposition of L., which happened, as we saw (or rather felt), shortly 
after their arrival, was rather more severe than our sympathetic impres
sion indicated. There was no guessing or imagining about this, but we 
actually felt it, as a Spirit; and we see and know from this how we 
shall preserve the same faculty, in greater intensity, when our outer or
ganism is thrown off. Faith in spiritual things is therefore, to us, al
most absolute, unmistakable, experimental knowledge, though this fact 
may be no guide to others, except as it may induce them to seek and 
find a similar fine of inner experiences.

A nother Remarkable Medium.—We arc informed, on authority which 
appears to be reliable, that there is in the vicinity of Kinderhook, S. 
Y a little negro boy who in his normal state can neither read nor 
write, but who is characterized by remarkable powers of mediumship. 
Among the phenomena said to be exhibited through him while under 
Spirit-influence, are these: His hand will involuntarily grasp a pen or 
pencil, and with it he will solve the most difficult mathematical problem 
that may be propounded to him. If the questioner asks him to write 
any particular text in the Bible, the chapter and verse being given, he 
will proceed, without opening the Bible, to write the text indicated, 
and then will go on and write with.great rapidity a beautiful sermon 
thereon. Other wonders, of a nature similar to these, have been per
formed through the boy, as we have been told.
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Conference at F ranklin I I all.—At the last public meeting of the 
Conference under the charge of the Ilarinonial Association, Mr. I I ood 
made some remarks to show that the idea of the Resurrection did not 
originate with Jesus of Nazareth, and that the idea of immortality ex
isted long prior to the Augustine age. He thought immortality was 
not taught in the New Testament at all. Some of the Pagan writers 
declare that the Christian ideas of immortality were stolen from their 
mysteries. He thought all the religion of the Jews was of a material 
and temporal nature.

A Gentleman read a very interesting letter from Cicero to his friend 
Scipio, giving his ideas of immortality, which accorded with modern 
spiritual manifestations. Strangely enough, this letter was published in 
the Christian Advocate anil Journal—a paper which condemns all modern 
Spiritualists in most unmeasured terms.

Mr. "W est also thought that the idea of immortality did not originate 
iu Christianity. It was one of the oldest doctrines in existence. It was 
taught long prior to Moses. The Scripture informs us that it was known 
in Syria long before that time. The speaker then read a number of quo
tations from the Old Testament, showing the similarity of occurrences 
there recorded with manifestations of the present day.

There was a good deal of discussion about the spirituality of different 
kinds of manifestations. It was thought by some that fifty per cent, of 
the speaking-inedium manifestations were not spiritual, being only a 
kind of self-psychology, and giving evidence of no intelligence beyond 
the mind of the medium. On the contrary, it was disputed that any 
such thing ns self-psychology existed, or, if it did exist, there had been 
no explanation of what was meant by it, or what it really was.

P eople’s Conference, Sunday, Aug. 0.—The Ilnrmonial Associa 
tion having suspended their meetings until September, the people who 
had been in the habit of attending resolved to continue the meetings in
dependent of any organization, and thus far the}' have been very in
teresting. At the Conference this day a short paragraph was read from 
the S piritual T elegraph giving an account of a most extraordinary 
manifestation of the power of Spirits to mnkc tangible demonstrations. 
The particular ease consisted in a man being dragged about the room 
by retaining his hold upon the wrist of a Spirit-hand and arm that had 
been presented to him. The gentleman who read the extract asked if 
there was any one present who had ever experienced any thing of the 
kind, and, if so, how they accounted for such manifestations.

Mr. P arkis made a statement of a case in his own experience which 
had similar features to the one just read. The hand and arm of an in
fant • first appeared, which he grasped, and afterward the hand and arm 
of an adult female, which he also took in his own, and when he pressed 
this latter hand it returned the pressure. (The particulars of this case 
were related some weeks ago.) He did not pretend to account for these 
occurrences. He only knew the facts. Iu his case there was no attempt 
ou the part of the Spirit-forms to withdraw their hands, and he finally 
released his hold voluntarily, and then heard the words, “ llow long do 
you think you will live !" lie also referred to the remarkable cases of 
the appearance of persons in the llesh to others at a distance. He related 
a case in point which occurred to him twenty-four years ago. He was 
iu a Southern city and was reclining on a bed, looking out of the, window, 
when, to all appearance, a form rose up from the middle of the floor of his 
room, which was the perfect counterpart of his mother. She walked to 
the bed, took a seat by bis side, gave a long, deep sigh and disappeared. 
When the form arose from the lloor he was not thinking of home, but 
of quite a different subject. Ho related the occurrence to the family, 
who advised him to write home, aud expressed their fears that lie would 
fiud that his mother departed for the Spirit-world at about the lime she 
appeared before him. lie wrote, and received for answer that bis 
mother was never in better health ; but at the hour he saw her wraith 
was thinkiug very intently of him. He thought these appearances 
more difficult to account for than any thiug connected with Spiritualism.

Dr. F oster spoke on the subject of unreliable communications. He 
thought many of them arose from familiar or sympathetic Spirits, who 
attended the media and would respond to their feelings and wishes. 
He related some instances to sustain this view, and also some auswers 
from Spirits corroborating the theory. He then rend from a hook, 
wherein he had recorded some of the communications given to him.

Alter Dr. Foster, a G entlem an  spoke on the law of progressive de
velopment. lie remarked that: '‘It has been said that the past is a 
mirror in which the future is reflected; but this is not strictly true. 
There is a law of progressive development which forbids tlmt events iu 
tbe world's history shall ever be repeated. Dul there is an analogy be
tween the general course of events in any oue period and any other, 
which enables us to predict with some certainty what will be the future 
effects of any new discovery.

\\ hen America was discovered, greedy adventurers hastened here iu 
search of the precious metals and stones. Thousands of lives were 
wasted in the vain search. I lie fertile soil, the magnificent rivet s, the 
forests of timb'er, and mountains of coal and iron were all disregarded. 
The adventurers thought not of the future of the country ; they thought 
only of enriching theimclvcs speedily.

And mauy who now investigate Spiritualism do so with the vain 
expectation of being told by Spirits where to fiml a pot of gold, or bow 
to make a profitable speculation in trade, or cure a dyspepsia or gout 
caused by gluttony. Like the gold and diamond adventurers, their sel
fishness looks for some immediate, personal benefit. When a few Puri
tans and Quakers aud Huguenots were driven from Europe to find homes 
in the wilds of America, titosc who drove, them away as outcasts from 
society little dreamed that they were planting the seed of the greatest 
nation that ever lived upon the earth. And those who to-day despise 
the investigators of Spiritualism have no conception of the great results 
that must ciiMte to our race from these investigations. Even those who 
came here to find a permanent home for themselves and descendants 
had but very vague ideas about the future of this country, aud the in
fluence it was destined to exert upon the whole world. And so of Spir
itualists who investigate this subject in the fullest faith of its importance, 
and with the purest desires that it may bless the world—they can not 
now comprehend the grand part it is to play iu the development of the 
race. Let us not despond, therefore, if our immediate anticipations are 
not realized, but work on, doing that which is appointed to us, and re
lying upon the universal law ot development to accomplish all the de
signs of the Creator.

Nor Spiritualism.’—A young man, residing at Rennet Square, Phila
delphia, of very remarkable inventive genius, recently constructed a ma
chine for folding newspapers. 11c took it to New York for cxuiuination 
and trial, and there found one very similar to his own. llis own mnehiue 
was not as perfect iu its operations as he had expected to see it, and lie re
turned to Philadelphia quite disheartened at the result of his labor, put 
up at a friend's house, and in the morning attempted to leap lrom a third- 
story window and destroy himself, but was fortunately saved by a friend 
in the room, lie has since manifested signs ot insanity, as on the day 
previous to the suicidal attempt. From childhood he has manifested an 
unusual degree of mechanical skill, and has almost constantly studied 
on some new invention, until his mind has become unbalanced. It he had 
studied and investigated Spiritualism, and read the T elegraph as stead
ily as he has the Scientific American, we might have had a proposition 
to suppress all spiritual publications and circles, as we have had on va
rious occasions.

a

T he Knee-pan T heory in Paris.—A medical friend just returned 
from Paris informs us that he attended u lecture at the Academy of Sci
ences, in that city, ou Anatomy, a few weeks since. After the lecturer 
had closed, another Solon took the stand aud exhibited several bones and 
limbs to illustrate bis discovery of the cause of all the Spirit-rappings, 
which was the knee-joint. He elaborated his theory and made it quite 
satisfactory to many, especially when it was found that he could make 
slight rappiugs with his own knee. After he concluded, au American 
gentleman present astonished some of the wise Frenchmen by telling 
them that the knee-pan theory was quite stale iu America. Our friend 
informed its that the joint theory seemed to be quite satisfactory to most 
of tbe scientific gentlemen present. Whether the presence of Dr. Flint 
one of the Buffalo University trio, who is now residing in Paris, has 
hod any influence iu spreading his darling theory, we have no means of 
knowing ; but it is amusing to witness the folly of “ scientific” men on 
subjects which they fear to investigate.

“ I t is a great deal better for human beings to have their wills ; then, 
if misfortunes befall them, they have only themselves to blame.”

A B L E S S IN G  IN S P IR IT U A L  IN T E R C O U R SE .

BY FRANCES C. MOTTE.

Ever with me, ever near me,
Day by day my heart runs o’er 

With the thought though God lia3 claimed thee— 
Thou art with me evermore.

While the bell of even ohimetli 
That another day is gone,

And I feel thy presence near me 
As I meet the coming dawn—

Where my daily duty calls me,
If I tread a boisterous way,

Finding while the current deepens,
Many hearts to say me nay—

It is sweet to know beside me 
Is a guardian-angel still, j 

Bending e’er my little vessel 
By an effort of the will.

Oh, how precious are these tokens!
And I turn, 0  God, to thee,

Who hast lightened thus my burdens—
Another of tbe jo}*s that be.

Author of the great relation 
That in mercy thou hast given,

Shedding light to cheer the mourner 
From the very gates of heaveu.

Making calm the wounded spirit,
Crushed beneath its heavy load,

Radiant now thy glory beaming,
Lighteth up some drear abode.

Easing where disease hath stricken,
Bearing on the wings of air,

Ever to the fainting spirit 
Solace for disease and care;

Drawing all around, about them,
As the spirit soars away,

Rays from out the inner portal—
Opening of diviner day. j

Be the truth for aye extended 
To the weary and oppressed,

Comfort where disease hath stricken,
Make a place within each breast—

Scattering seed in hedge and highway,
By the river and the shore,

Resting not till earth acknowledge 
Spirit-bands forever more.

A D A Y  IN TH E W O O D S.
The following description of a day among the sylvan Spirits is from 

the pen of a young lady iu Williamsburg, who has natural powers of 
description which merit careful cultivation.—E d.

The proposition of a day in the woods came like a breeze 
from the “ better country.” It seemed as though we could 
there so readily, like the mountains and mighty tree-tops, 
reach upward till the material should be lost with the immortal. 
Seized with this sudden inspiration, a little circle of us, Spir
itualists, set oil’ in the cool of the morning one day last week, 
with cold dinners in our baskets and glowing thoughts in our 
hearts, for a day in the country. After leaving the stage a 
little this side of Newtown, L. I., we hastened from the dusty 
road into a grass-grown path leading to our destination, springing 
over fences and running through the woods, almost as elastically 
and as happily as though our spirits were released from their 
prison house. Rest came when we had reached the grove that 
skirted the hill-top. Serenely we lay beneath the cool shad
ows listening to the music of the singing trees. Gazing with 
still joy into the Spirit-eyes that we felt gleaming softly upon 
us from the bending branches, bright wild flowers, and slender 
vines that hung in rich festoons around us, our hearts were 
filled as with sunlight from those unearthly glances, and we 
thought how thankful we should be that gone forever were 
those sad, sad days we had sometimes passed in the woods— 
days when we had wandered among the unweeded graves 
in the burial-places of far West, when the rustling leaves and 
the low, mournful sound of insects settling upon the silent 
graves, the only answer to the Where ! oh, where! of our 
souls. Thus the white marble signals stood like stiffened 
shrouds pointing with fearful solemnity to that reef on which 
we too should be wrecked. IIow knew we then the soul had 
reached its promised rest ? How knew we that it wandered 
not darkling through space ? How knew we even that its 
light had not gone out forever ? How vainly then we urged 
these questions, and listened in solemn silence, hut found no 
answer! Thank God, no wooded dell, however somber and 
solitary to the sensuous observer, can again awaken that 
quenched agony.

We read the 'Tribune of that day, as we lay beneath the 
Spirit-peopled foliage—read with hearts glowing with joy that 
we did  believe in “ Ghosts,” and “ Ghost seers”—read and 
prayed for a higher life; that pure, elevated thoughts and 
deeds should be the constant service and life of every believer 
in Spiritualism. That nobler love—more Christ-like than the 
selfish, earthly exhibition of that divine essence, attributed to 
a portion of us by the Tribune—might to the most sensual be 
the result of Spirit-intercourse ; a love which could enfold all 
in its expansive arms, which could cause the most chilling 
nature to glow with rosy beauty—the most discordant mind to 
blend in unison. There would be no breaking of ties if we 
ourselves were harmonious, for then should we be like the 
sweet voice Mrs. Child tells of—singing on—singing on in 
wondrous melody amid the discord, until by-and-by all harsh, 
grating tones softened, and one harmonious chorus be the. re
sult. It surely becomes us who have so glorious a faith to 
live as though we did believe that heaven is opened to our 
view. And when we wish to do things contrary to those prin
ciples which we and the world have ever received as good, 
beautiful, and manly, let us not call to aid Spirits who are in 
the love ot such, lest they bring au evil report of the goodly 
land to dying men.

Iu the course ot the afternoon we had a very beautiful and
appropriate manifestation through Dr. M------. The Spirit of
an Indian took possession of him. Having first traversed the 
grove with the agility ot a deer, to express to us that thus as a 
medicine-man he had searched for roots, he decorated himself 
with leafy boughs, and arranging the company in Indian file, 
marched oil’ at our head with one of the pale-faced maidens. 
Over fences and rugged ground he lead us to the extent of a 
full quarter of mile, never swerving to the right nor left, un
til we reached an elevated piece of land, when he paused and 
commenced seating us on the grass, placing us at regular 
intervals apart, thus forming an extensive circle. We had 
time to look around us now for the first since our rapid walk,

and the prospect called forth a general exclamation as to this 
realization of the well-known power of the Indian to select the 
most charming spots for their encampments. We named it 
Council Bluff. The ground on which he had seated u$ sloped 
up gradually, terminating in an abrupt eminence, forming a 
sort of valley or hollow below us, graced with a few scatter
ing trees. Far to the north and west the ground, swelling 
and sinking like the rolling prairies of the West, gave fine ef
fect to the scene.

Having taken his stand in our midst, the red chieftain (for 
he was chief as wefflis medicine-man) told us iu broken En
glish that the Great Spirit had sent him there to bid us wel
come to his ancient home. He then went around the circle 
distributing to each leaves, bread, and water, pouring water on 
the ground between each person, because he said a chief sat 
there, though to us invisible. All around us also he said were 
red men, thousands upon thousands, filling the hollows—en
compassing the land right and left. When again we met 
there would be many thousands more, for as yet they could 
not believe that the Indian could meet peaceably on their hunt 
ing-ground the pale-faces who had so ruthlessly driven them 
away.

After performing these ceremonies of peace, he took his 
stand on the rocky point overlooking the valley, and told us 
how there for many moons, when in the form, he had addressed 
his tribe. From thence he had sent forth his warriors to battle. 
On the spot we occupied had his council sat—while in the hol
low below the young braves of the nation gathered in dusky mul
titudes, and the air quivered with their yells of defiance as he 
bade them scalp the white man—to plant deep the tomahawk 
—speed sure the arrow—tear them up root and branch—these 
wicked invaders ! But now they had come from much fairer 
hunting-grounds than these to proffer the hand of friendship 
to the white man. For the Great Spirit had made it all broth
erly between them.

As evening gathered we returned home—body and spirit 
refreshed by a day in the woods. s. n.

A S P IR IT -M O T H E R ’S R EQ U EST .
N ew York.

To t h e  E d it o r  of t h e  T e l e g r a p h  :
Sir—Thinking the following narrative of facts may be of 

service to the cause of Spiritualism, and interesting to your 
readers, not from their novelty., but reality, I take the pen to 
record them.

Some month or two past I was at Philadelphia in company 
with Mr. Molton, of this city, and while sitting together I pro
posed we should have a talk with the Spirits. He assented, 
and we were seated at the table. After sitting a moment the 
table became quite lively, and the usual question was proposed 
in turn, whether a friend desired to communicate ? The af
firmative was given to my question, and, on inquiring the name, 
A n n  T h o r p e  was given. The middle name was then asked 
for, and the name W ood  was given. On the maiden name 
being inquired for, the Spirit having said in this world she was 
a wife, F o w k e  was spelled out.

I must here say this was the name of a former friend, of 
whose death I had lately heard, but knew no particulars as to 
the exact time of her death, excepting that it had occurred 
recently.

It was then stated the death had taken place five weeks 
previously; hut this answer was obtained by a series of tests. 
I then inquired what was the object of the visit? when I learned 
by the tipping that it was concerning her children. She had 
left two, a boy and a girl, and the object of her present solici
tude was the boy.

Finding the tippings through the table in spelling the words 
was a tedious mode, I inquired whether her desires could not 
be conveyed to me by impression, aud the answer be received 
through the table as to the truthfulness of the impression ? The 
answer received was, Yes ! I then learned, each impression 
being confirmed by the table, as follows : I hat she had died
five weeks before in London, owing to an operation which she 
had been obliged to undergo in consequence of injuries she 
had received during a late confinement; and that a day or two 
(the exact rime was stated) after the operation, she had died; 
and that a few days before her death she had seen her father, 
with whom she had conversed; and that she had spoken of 
me in her last moments, and had thought more ; and that when 
dying site had endeavored to tell her sister, who was with her, 
how much she desired she should take care of her boy. She 
lutd not been so anxious about the girl, whom her mother had 
taken since her death and sent to school in the town where 
the mother dwelt in England. That the object of her visit to 
me was to write to the sister and beg her to take the boy and 
bring him up, as she feared if left with his father he would be 
allowed to run wild and do as he liked. Much more followed 
in the shape of tests, all of which I afterward recorded in a 
letter. I desired the tests, not for my satisfaction, but to show 
the lady to whom I was to write that I was not unnecessarily 
interfering, and that in truth I had received a message from 
the departed. Mauy of the things I wrote of, indeed all, ex
cepting the fact of the death, I had no means ot knowing, and 
Mr. Molton knew nothing at all of the matter.

As requested, accordingly I wrote; an extract from the an
swer I received is as follows:

“ The subjects of your letter are beyond the comprehension of such 
an ignorant person as myself, and too delusive for me to dare to indulge 
iu contemplation. For ages, for thousands of years past, you as well a3 
I know that witches and wizards have been for some reasons considered 
too vile to live. I am sorry to say that table-talking here, among those 
from whom better is expected, has been too much indulged in, and al
most might be called spiritual meetings—which your own free mind 
condemns. I fear I might be urged, under temptation, to indulge even 
as Saul did when a prospect of once more (before tho time) beholding 
those so very dear to us who have so long been hidden from our sight. 
Still I believe and know my better judgment would condemn me. Su
perstitious I ant, therefore the more needful for me to be guarded. In 
dreams I believe the mind's wishes and desires are sometimes manifested, 
through what agency I do not say. Nor can I say I disbelieve in spirit
ual visitants ; to be sensible of the presence of such, I hope to be pre
served, unless it was dear little Jemmy (a child the correspondent had 
lost), and even this, too, would unnerve me. That which you wrote to 
me respecting our dear A nn did not at all astonish me. I expected it in 
the first letter. It teas all truth. I showed it to Tom (the earthly hus
band of the spiritual visitant), but he disbelieved it all ■, however, he has 
since written and asked me to take W illie (the child in question).”

I send you the facts as they stand, without comment. I think 
them sufficiently significant.

Yours, s . b .

Reformers cut loose from their old moorings and float away from port 
and soundings. Some dash on Scyila, and others go down to Charybdi* ; 
while very few outride all hurts. But even that is better than to remain 
where they were and rot.

Most men would suffer a far greater martyrdom in living the truth than 
in dying for it. c- w'

W H A T  IS H E A V E N ?
Lines suggested on reading iu the “ Spiritual Telegraph" <t small 

poem, “ H eaven ,” by C. D. Stuart.
“ What Is heaven? not a steep 

Frowning o’er the sands of tiine,
Guarded like a castlo’s keep,

Which the strong can only climb.”

Ye3 ! heav’n is an embattled steep 
The pow’r of love can only climb,

Girt with the strength of hint who is 
In human form, and yet divine ;

And those embattled heights arc not 
Begirt around with pointed steel,

But with a sterner force—the heart 
Makcth those haught defenses real.

The human heart which will but see 
Stretching afar the flanking wall,

Feels not in its recess the power,
’Fore which these tow’rs shall crumbling fall.

Tradition with its hydra-spawn 
Darkened the way, and spread the vail 

Which hides the breaches, that are seen 
When truth the rampart shall assail.

Yes! heaven is an embattled steep,
Yet can be won by weakness’ pow’r ;

The child-like mind shall triumph e’er,
For truth and peace are its bright dow’r ;

To such a mood the steeps are spread 
With gradual slopes to case the way,

And brightest flow’rets gem the sward—
Sparkling in light of living day.

The fortress frowns with aspect rude,
When willful man assumes the sway;

Defenses then arc multiplied,
The dogmatist is kept at bay:

And the bright glory of the hope 
Then twinkleth like the faintest star 

The frowning fortress’ triple guard 
Makes hope’s bright sun a gleaming star.

June 7, 1854. s.

IN T E R V IE W  W ITH  ISA A C  T. HOPPER.

M r . E d it o r  :
A few evenings since, as a gentleman who had shared to 

some extent in the open vision of tho latter day was sitting 
with his wife at his own house, the lady requested him to 
look at the Spirit of a deceased person she had in her mind. 
After an abstracted pause of a minute or two the gentleman 
replied as follows :

“ I see before me the figure of a man. He is of medium 
size, square built, and stands leaning a little forward. His 
right arm is raised—he was a speaker, or might have been a 
speaker. He was a man of great energy of character. His 
head is large, particularly in profile—that is, from the nose 
over the top to the base of the brain. It is thick through the 
center and back, but flattened a little on the sides forward of 
the ears. He was a man of great benevolence, and still it 
was not benevolence so much after all. That organ, though 
broad and good, is not high. It was the humanitary feeling 
which has its organ in the back part of the head—love for the 
Human Race—and this formed the prominent characteristic of 
the man.”

The lady brought the Life of Mr. Hopper, by Mrs. Child ; 
and turning to the likeness of the celebrated Friend, at the 
beginning of the book, asked the husband if he recognized the 
individual he had been describing. He replied that he d id ; 
though no thought of Friend Hopper was in his mind at the 
time.

A moment after the gentleman remarked that he felt Mr. 
Hopper’s influence strongly, and would see if he could get in 
full rapport with him. Very shortly he added, that the Friend 
was endeavoring to impress him, and that he found himself 
able to understand him. In obedience to the wishes of the 
Spirit, he furnished himself with pencil and paper, and took 
down the following communication :

“ My couutry, 0  my country! I mourn over her desolation and ab
negation of justice and righteousness. The curse of God is over her, 
and the avenging arm is only stayed in mercy to give her time to re
pent and mend her ways. The well-grounded hopes and expectations 
of those who founded this commonwealth of freemen—or what was in
tended to be freemen—and the hopes and expectations of the common 
humanity of the world, have becu blasted by the reign of selfishness 
and avarice, and the lust of power which has possessed, as with a de
mon, the political leaders of the land. I see no escape from the toils 
they have set, -save by the convulsions which will shake (I hope not 
shatter) the Government from its center to its circumference. My hope 
is in God the Lord. Hope yc in him, calmly and confidingly, for he is 
a great General, and knoweth well how to marshal his armies, and bring 
light out of darkness, and victory out of apparent defeat. My sympa
thies arc with all those who labor for the right, and to lighten the 
burdens of the oppressed; and on this platform, as well as love to our 
common Lord, I meet you both, and take you cordially by the hand. 
Farewell!” ______  _ _______ j . r. o.

P H ILO SO P H Y  OF SP IR IT -H EA L IN G .
Messrs. P artridge and Brittan :

J. G. Atwood Esq. requests, through your columns, some one to 
give a rational exposition of the philosophy of Spirit-healing. I have 
made the subject of disease and its cure a subject of stud}' and practice 
for years, and being certain that Neurologic, Jlesmeric, and Spiritual 
agents are tho agents Nature designs more than all others for the cure 
of disease, I cheerfully attempt the task of meeting Mr. A.’s request, 
hoping some abler pen may be induced thereby to do the subject ampler 
justice.

For an understanding of any thing rightly we must know its elements, 
laws, forces, operations, and designs. These need be understood in the 
present case. Disease is the counterpart of health. Disease is gov
erned as much by fixed laws as health. Health is the operation of the 
vital powers upon the human organism for the accomplishment of for
mation, endurance, and development. The vital forces arc ether iu its 
varied combinations. All matter is ether. To demonstrate this, just 
examine, with the ancients, the quintessence of matter. Please not adopt 
their method, but the fact. Chemistry affirms that all solids, in the 
entire domains of matter are composed of fluids. If all solids are com
posed of fluids, then the ultimate of fluidity is the basis of matter. The 
ultimate of fluidity, of which we have knowledge, is ether. Ether is 
known to exist by its actions. Its varied actions are magnetism, gal
vanism, voltaism, and electricity. These demonstrate its existence, and 
direct us in our examinations of all of Nature’s workings. They con
stitute the positive and negative of all materials; magnetism being the 
positive, and electricity the negative. These, in equal force, operating 
under spiritual control, constitute health. When not in equal force, 
they constitute disease. The human system is formed by these forces, 
and decomposed by the same. In early life, when iu health, the posi
tive prevails; in decline, the negative. The organs correspond to these 
forces, being part dark, part light. The dark are the positive, the light 
the negative. Their offices correspond. The stomach is light or elec
tric. So its office, like electricity, is to decompose. Decomposition of 
our aliment is in and through the stomach. Experiments demonstrate 
electricity to be acidulous, magnetism to be alkaline. The liver is dark 
or positive; this generates bile or alkaline secretions, which, when com
municated to the chyme, produces chyle, aud balances the electricity, 
fitting the food for nourishment. When cither of these forces predomi
nate, disease ensues. If the positive be too strong, replctio-. G the re
sult ; if the negative, depletion.

These forces are under the superintendence and direction of mind. 
Its superintendence in all involuntary actions, and its directions or con
trol in all voluntary. Mind, however, lias its limit, and can not contra

vene the laws of matter, but superintend them. Universal mind thus 
rules universal matter. Thus it is that“  In Him we live, and move, and 
have our being.”

A derangement of the organic forces of the system, such as to induce 
an action contrary to their natural design, constitutes disease. To re
store health you need to restore equilibrium. If there be a demand for 
the positive force, Nature has her store of alkalies. But when diseased 
the patient is negative to the healing power. Being thus, he is impress
ible. When sympathy exists of a right nature between him and one 
who is positive te him he receives an amount of the nervous fluid from 
the positive person, which supplies his own, and when supplied, Nature 
arranges the equilibrium. Hence the great force of Spirit-healing. The 
paticDt being negative, and the operator being positive, harmonize tbeir 
minds to act for the given result or cure.. The nervous fluid being under 
the direction of mind, when aided by powerful Spirits especially, is com
municated to the patient, so that all the vital functions arc supplied, and 
that is health. Nature has her philosophy for applying these forces, 
which I think is better understood and described by Dr. Buchanan than 
any other author. But I think a medium for healing should be perfect
ly passive if possible, and if under high and powerful Spirits they will 
operate the cure. A clairvoyant healing medium I  think one of the 
greatest blessings to the race. Yours, for progression,

E. SPRAGUE.
Amsterdam, N. Y., August 3, 1854.

AN O M IN O US AND C O N V IN C IN G  D REAM .
F riend B rittan:

I send you what I consider an uncommon dream, related to me a 
short time since, by a gentleman of our town, with whom I was oper
ating to relieve of a most painful rheumatic and scrofulous enlarge
ment of his left arm, just above the elbow, wi.ich had troubled him 
more or less for years, and which I succeeded in removing with mag
netic and spiritual manipulations, together with the application of an 
article, the idea of which wc obtained from a table.«

It was as follows :
A brother of his to whom he was much attached, was, years previous 

to tin's, subject to epileptic Jits, and at this time he had an uncommonly 
severe return of them which seemed to indicate that his stay on this 
earth was short. On the sixth night' of faithful attendance on him, 
without any apparent desire for sleep up to that time, he fell into a 
drowse for a few minutes, and while in that state dreamed that a certain 
man in the town with whom lie was slightly acquainted, rode up to 
him on a horse, and asked him why he did not train ? (He at that time 
belonged to a horse company.) He replied to him by saying that he 
could not on account of his brother being very sick with epileptic fits. 
‘‘ Fits,” said lie, “ why don’t you cure them !” “ I would he much 
pleased to, if I knew how ; wc have tried every thing that we have 
heard of without any success so far.” “ I  can tell you,” said he, “ what 
will cure him ; do you get some Virginia snake-root and make a tea 
from it, and give him to drink of it freely, and he will never have any 
more fits.”

He then awoke, and as his ntind seemed to be more thoroughly im
pressed than usual in such cases, he in the morning mentioned it to 
his brother and mother. His brother immediately requested him—if 
there was such an article—to get some that he might try it.

The mother said, “ Poh, nonsense—it’s nothing but a dream but his 
brother insisted so hard, that he went (not knowing himself at that time 
hat there was such an article in the world) to the only apothecary 

there was in the town at the time, aud asked him if there teas such au 
article. The doctor told him there was. He then, without telling him 
wherefore, inquired of its nature and properties, and on finding that it 
could do no harm, if no good, concluded to make the experiment, and 
accordingly asked the doctor if he had any of it. He said he thought 
he had, and after looking awhile found a small quantity. He took it 
home-made a-tea from it, and gave it to his brother, and from the time 
the said brother took the first draught of the tea made from the Vir
ginia snake-root up to the present, he has not had one single fit.

He said that he had never told it out of the family before for fear cf 
being called superstitious.

Will Dr. Dods have the goodness to give the philosophy of the abovi 
from his involuntary system. As ever thine, c. b. r.

S t. Catharines, August 1st, 1854.

S P IR IT U A L ISM  T EST E D .
To Messrs. P artridge A  B rittan:

If this meets your approbation will you please insert it.
A gentleman of this city brought a sealed envelop to Mr. T. B. Henry, 

rapping, tipping, and clairvoyant medium, saying there were two ques
tions in it, written by another gentleman, the contents of which he was 
ignorant ; he remarked that the writer defied any Medium or Spirit to 
get a clue to it. A circle was formed, and Mr. Henry interrogated the 
Spirits regarding the contents. The alphabet was called for, and it 
spelled out, What is the origin ofMyhology and your opinion concern
ing it ! The question was asked if the Spirits would give their opinion. 
The answer was, When tho writer corrects his orthography. I t was 
then asked if the Spirit would correct it, aud it spelled, Mythology. 
The letter was taken back to the writer unopened, and it was found 
that the word Mythology was wrong, having left out tho letter /. It 
also gave the correct name of the writer, and the day and date on which 
it had been written.

At another sitting, Mr. Henry, Medium, a young lady, residing in 
the family where the circle was being held, asked the Spirit purport
ing to be her mother, how long it would be before she would leave the 
city for the South. It rapped out four days. She made answer that 
the Spirit was mistaken, as she did not think of going until the 1st of 
June. This communication was received oh the 10th of May. At the 
expiration of the third day, she received a letter requiring her immedi
ate departure. On th* fourth day she left on her predicted journey. 
That Spirits do predict future events, it can be no longer doubted.

M. E. B.

BO RN  IN T O  THE SP IR IT -W O R LD .
In Wallworth, on the evening of the sixth day (August 18th), George 

Munrok. only child of William 0. and Phebe Jan’e Howland, aged two 
years, ten months, and twelve days.

By this event my brother and sister have been bereft of the visible 
presence of their only beloved child ; but through the kind dispensa
tion from on high now being offered to the world, it has been granted 
me to know that their little son is not dead, or even necessarily departed, 
but lias only changed its mode of existence for one that Î3 far purer and 
brighter than the present. In this precious truth we find abundant 
consolation.

’Twas hard indeed to part -.vilh one 
I loved surpassing well ;

My heart had broken, had he not 
Gone home in heaven to dwell.

Ilis golden tresses shining fair,
Lay parted o’er his head,

And sleeping in his coffin there,
We could not think him dead. h

Departed this life and form Thursday, August 31st, Charles F. Ayer- 
ill, aged thirty-nine years.

The deceased came to this city to reside, cad had been here but two 
days when he was attacked with the cholera and died. The deceased 
lias been for nearly three years a believer in the Harmonial Philosophy, 
departing with the firm belief of its glorious realities. A short time be
fore bis departure, lie was interrogated by a religious friend as to the 
situation of his mind relative to the approaching change, and whether 
he was prepared to meet it. He replied that he had done nothing to 
dread the change, and that his mind was perfectly easy in that respect; 
that he believed firmly as ever in the truths of the spiritual philosophy. 
A glorious departure from the tenement of mortality.—Spiritual Universe.

P rentice, of the Louisville Journal, gets off the following on J- G 
Saxe:

•* Whoever the wit of wine would drink,
Oft Saxe’s flagon smacks on ;

Whenever the Anglo-Saxons think,
They think New England Saxe on ;

But though with wine and sparkling zest,
His racy words are quaffed at,

I ’m sorry the truth must be confess’d,
Whatever be write* i* laughed at.”
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Jnimistntg fffoulkìtìi.
yon hie tr.LKor.Aru.
D A Y  DAW N.

A glorious (lav is dawning 
Upon our sinful cnrtli,

"Wc hail the happy morning 
With shouts of joy and mirth ; 

The sun of truth is rising,
His rays the cast now gild,

And soon with light surprising 
The heavens shall he filled,

His Learns shall banish error 
And melt oppression's chains ; 

Abridge the reign of terror,
And cleanse pollution’s stains; 

Shall light us to our labor,
And cheer us in our toil,

Jieveal to man his neighbor— 
Disclose the healing oil.

Then haste we to our duly.
And hail the coming day,

Which clothes the earth in beauty, 
And brings the healing ray ;

Here’s work for every true-man 
Who pants to meet the foe ;

Here’s work for gcnllc women 
Who weeps for human woe.

What though our cause be slighted— 
What though the helpers fail— 

What though, to men benighted, 
Truth seem a thrice-told tale ? 

We’ll still the seed keep sowing.
And water with our tears,

Our care and toil bestowing 
Till golden fruit appear.

W A S H IN G T O N  IR.VING ON T O M  M O O R E.

We chanced to be present, the other day, when Washington Irving 
took up the defense of ihe memory of Tom Moore. So noteworthy an 
outpouring ns it was, of a generous and genial nature—properly elo
quent in defense of the friend with whom he had exchanged cordialities 
and over whose grave he would not, therefore, see an ill weed grow un
plucked—we wished, at the time, that the summer wind would play re 
porter and tell the world of it. The subject was started by Irving’s 
being raided on having been such a Brummcl, while in London, ns to 
have served Moore for a model in dress—as appeared by a passage in 
one of his letters, giving directions to his publisher to look up Irving's 
tailor to make him a coat.

“ Ah,’’ said Geoffrey, with or.e of his genial lightings-up of the face 
still handsome, that was owning to the mere chance of Moore’s having 
been with me, one morning, when I went into Nugec’s ; and I have 
often thought of it since, by the way, ns a curious instance of the bring 
ing together of opposite classes in England. We were spoiling down 
St. James Street, and Moore stepped in with me w!41e I ordered a coat. 
Seeing thatNugec did not know him, I stepped between the two, and 
said, “ Really, gentlemen, two such very distinguished men ought to 
know each other ! Mr. Nugee, this is Mr. Thomas Moore—Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Nugce 1” Upon which, Nugce, who was worth one hundred niul 
fifty thousand pounds at least, came forward, bowing almost to the 
ground in his excessive humility, nnd could not find words enough to 
express his sense of the honor of snch an introduction.* He was de
lighted with it, too, nnd thanked me warmly for it afterward. “ Good 
creature!’’ he said of Moore, “ good creature !’’—using the phrase very 
popular in London at that time, to express great admiration. “ Yes” 
(continued Irving musingly), “ there was that tailor, worth a magnifi
cent fortune, and he would come to your lodgings, with the coat he had 
made, to try it on ! I remember bis flattering way of looking at me, 
nnd expressing his interest when I called upon him on my return from 
the Continent, to order something. “ Not looking quite so well, my 
dear sir, not quite so well! Take care of yourself, dear Mr. Irving— 
pray, take care of yourself! We can't, spare you yet!” And his look 
was full of the tenderost sympathy.

“ But they do Moore the g reatest injustice in denying him a sincere 
affection for his wife. He really loved her ami was proud of her. 
know it,” continued Irv ing , w ry  emphatically. “ When we were in 
Paris together, I used lo go  out and breakfast, with him, and most de
lightful those breakfasts were. And I remember being with Moore 
when his friends, Lord and Lady Holland, had just arrived ; and Lady 
Holland told Tom they were coming out the next day to breakfast, and 
she wished particularly to see 111 tie Bessy. “ They shall have the break
fast," said bis wife when lie told her, “ but they won't see little Bessy!” 
She said it verv archly, but wi ii the positiveness of an habitual inde
pendence, for she would not be patronized by great folks !” Moore ad
mired this, though he used to say it was quite beyond what he was 
capable of himself. But she did yield to him occasionally, and go out 
with him to parties—once, particularly, exciting her husband’s greatest 
admiration by the way her quiet and self-possessed manner completely 
baffled the condescension of Lady Lansdowne. Her ladyship had in
tended to be excessively cordial, but the simple way in which “ little 
Bessy” took it ns a matter of course, turned the balance of dignity al
together. Moore spoke «f it delightedly afterward, Oh, they have 
cruelly misrepresented that man ! lie was an honorable, high-minded 
fellow, and in some trying money matters particularly, he showed the 
greatest disinterestedness and liberality. lie 1ms been shamefully 
wronged since his death.”

Thus vindicatorily of his friend spoke the just and kind Geoffrey 
Crayon a da}* or two since ; nnd we are glad to record it while the dark 
wing of the poet’s renown is uppermost. For, says Milton,

••Fame lias two wing-*, one Mack, iho other while—
She waves them belli in her unequal flight.”

* Irving thus provided »’customer for llie tailor. In Moore’s Diary occurs the follow
ing passage: “ Nug-.-e called wi.li the first sketch of my coat to try it on; said he 
would dress me better Ilian evt r 1 wa- dressed in my life. ’There’s not much of you. 
sir,’ he said, ‘and tliercf *re my object must be to make the most I can of you.’ Quite a 
Jewel of a man, this Nugce; have g *ne to him in consequence of my former tailor 
being bankrupt.”

—Home Journal.

A S ingular I ncident.—In relation to the sad death of a child which 
was run over by the ears at Salem on Thursday evening, the Ncwbury- 
port Herald sa\’3 :

The child being unknown, as the report spread abroad, hundreds 
rushed to the spot, mothers nnd fathers inquiring whether it was theirs ; 
and many, like 'he woman in New York who was asked why she risked 
her life for an unknown child, did not fail to remember that it was some 
mothers child, if it was not hers. Most singular of nil, however, was 
this : Nchemiah Brown, Esq., who is n coroner, was in the crowd, nnd 
seeing that the child was dead, said he would go home to obtain a blank 
for the bolding of an inquest. As he was attending to that, the impres
sion came upon bis mind that lie might be more closely interested in 
the accident, and on reaching the house, inquired where an adopted 
child of thnt age, named Adams, might he. He was informed that sho 
had been sent upon an errand into the neighborhood of the depot. lie 
quickly returned, and at once recognized the child ns his. She was a 
beautiful, bright girl, that 1m had adopted from one of the Boston insti
tutions, whoso last thought, like the thought of us all, went back to the 
mother that bore us.

t r a n s p l a n t i n g  f r u i t  t r e e s .
BY It. C. VAI!..

A kfauii.itv  ok Q ukkn ^ i.'T.»Ri.t.-The Queen is perfectly idolized by 
the people ; she mixes among them familiarly, hut while'she pats the 
heads of the children.whom site meets in her early walks, she takes care 
to mingle a graceful dignity with her condescension. The royal chil
dren after they have worked in their gardens, go out to walk, and they 
arc especially instructed to be courteous to whoever may fall Jn ti1(qr 
way. Sometimes her .Majesty enters a cottage—perhaps at the dinner 
time of the occupants—and sitting down at the table partakes of the 
food.— London Atlas.

Rev. N. B ullock, of Dana, Mass., 1ms been ordered to give bail in 
the sum of £700 for his appearance at the court, to answer the charge 
of au assault with an attempt to kiII_one b. 1. Lindsey

The autumn is a favorable time for making plantations of hardy trees, 
such ns apples, pears, cherries, quinces nnd plums. The more tender 
varieties of fruit trees are frequently set out in the fall with success, yet 
the spring is the better season for removing the peach, apricot, nectaiinc, 
nnd even the plum.

The taste for fine fruit is becoming(more general, and wc believe thnt 
as men become more civilized and refined, they will give a greater share 
of their attention to the cultivation of the soil—particularly to the pro
pagation of fine varieties of fruit. Thousands of acres of land have been 
devoted to orchards within a few years; still the price of fruits in our 
great cities is probably higher at the present time than it was ten years 
ago, even if we allow for the scarcity of fruit this season, which has 
caused an advance in price. In short, the public taste is rapidly under
going an educational course, which renders it almost an impossibility to 
overstock the markets with good fruits at remunerating prices.

Fruits should be grown more extensively for home consumption. 
There are hundreds of farmers whose families know nothing of the lux
ury of having an abundance of line fruit on their own farms; who, 
probably, never plucked a luscious pear or a ripe, blushing peach from 
a tree of their own. Too often wc see a few fruit trees carelessly set 
alongside a stone wall, or in some neglected corner where they never 
receive attention, instead of having a field set apart nnd cultivated espe
cially for the production of fruit, which may be thus obtained in any quan
tity and to suit the taste of the most refined amateur:

Wc are highly gratified at the increasing demand for fine fruits, and 
to notice the number of trees sold annually by our leading nurserymen. 
We are equally grieved to witness the careless manner in which nine 
tenths of them are placed out, under the name of setting, which is very 
proper, for they are set with no more care than than if they were posts, 
or some other lifeless thing. It never seems to enter the brains of some 
people that a tree is an organized body, possessed of vitality, nnd the 
roots, etc., acting ns conduits for supplying the means of sustaining its 
vitality nnd increasing its mass. Such is the case, however, and, there
fore, after having used the proper discretion in selecting the right kind 
and quality of tree, as to vigor, form, etc., the best mode of transplanting 
should be understood and acted upon. Take two plots of ground of 
equal size nnd transplant trees, equal in every respect, into both. Plant 
the one with care, the other in the ordinary manner, and at the end of 
ten years the former will be so far superior thnt no amount of care or 
manuring will bring the latter to the same state.

Those persons who are about to transplant fruit trees would do well 
to observe a few facts. Nurseries, in which trees are grown until large 
enough for the orchard, nrc generally in excellent condition, the soil 
made rich by frequent and plentiful manuring, nnd kept clean by culti
vation ; hence in removing trees it is well to select ns fertile a soil ns 
possible in which to set them. Trees should never bo pulled or twisted 
out of the ground, but always carefully taken up. If  necessary to sever 
roots, it should be done with n sharp spade or other proper tool. Care 
should always he taken to preserre all the small roots, for they are inralua 
Lie to the health and prosperity of the tree. Exposure to the sun nnd wind 
will so shrivel up the roots ns to unfit them for the performance of their 
regular functions. Hundreds of trees arc lost annually from this cause 
alone. All injured roots should lie removed carefully, with a clean cut 
made by a sharp knife, the tops trimmed just in proportion to the muti
lation of the root. The practice of removing all, or nearly all, the top 
of trees transplanted is injudicious. The leaves are required to perfect 
their organization, nnd these are more readily developed on the younger 
than on the more matured portions of a tree. The holes for the recep
tion of the roots should be spacious—from four to six feet in diameter, 
and ncccr less than two nnd a half feet in depth. It must be recollected 
that if the spot where a tree is to stand be not well prepared before it 
is set, it never can be done afterward, and thnt their roots extend wider 
nnd deeper than those of ordinary crops, hence the soil must be loosened 
to a greater extent to enable them to travel without hindrance. The 
soil removed from the bottom of the hole should never be returned to it. 
Its place must bo supplied with thnt of a better quality. "Where rich 
earth can not lie readily obtained, the surface soil about the hole may 
be taken off nnd placed in it, and the subsoil removed from the hole may 
be substituted for the surface soil so removed. The exposure to sun 
and air will so ameliorate its condition thnt it will soon become surface 
soil. It is an excellent practice lo place bones, horn pitli3, woolen rags, 
leather shavings, nnd other refuse materials, such as old mortar, bricks, 
etc., in the bottom of the holes as a deposit of materials for the future 
use of the tree. If  a hole be dug near a vigorous tree, nnd a fresh bone 
be placed in it, at the end of a year the bone be dug up, it will be en
circled with fibrous roots thrown out from the tree and feeding upon its 
substance.

The field devoted to fruit trees should be imderdrained, if wet, for no 
tree enn do well in a wet, cold, sour soil. Wc would advise the deep 
nnd thorough underdraining of nntvrnlly dry lands—a practice which 
is now pursued in England with great success, and which we have not 
the least doubt would prove an excellent investment on American farms, 
particularly on those portions which are expected to yield so abundant
ly as orchards. Deep and subsoil plowing must necessarily precede the 
transplanting of trees, for, with the exception of the middle portions be
tween the rows of trees, they can not afterward be done thoroughly 
without great injury to them.

Compost manures are best adapted to trees. Unfermentcd, or fer
menting, concentrated, ammouincnl. manures are highly injurious, dis
organizing the spongioles and rendering the tree unhealthy. Large 
amounts of mulch, river or pond mud, turf, sods, wood, mold, or other 
refuse vegetable matter prepared by the use of the salt and lime mixture, 
or charcoal dust, mixed with ordinary manures, or with guano, hen 
dung, or other concentrated fertilizers, may be used with safety, nnd 
should be mingled with the soil, not placed in immediate contact with 
roots.

Trees should never be set deeper than where they grew in the nursery. 
If  any thing, they should stand an inch or two higher, to allow for the 
settling of the soil; whicl will leave them at the proper depth. Care 
must be taken to give c* try* rootlet its natural position, nnd when all 
ready, fine mold sprinkle i over them, so that every crack nnd crevice 
may he filled. When properly covered, a few quarts of water thrown 
on from n broad spout, so ns to give the stream a fiat, tliiu form, will 
carry the soil about every root and insure success in its future growth. 
The practice of shaking, recommended by many writers, is extremely 
injurious. We know from ample experience in pursuing both methods 
During the operation of shaking, the roots arc drawn out of place and 
nrc left in a cramped position.

After having carefully planted a tree, set a tall, pliant stake near it, 
nnd make the tree fast by means of a wisp of straw, or a soft tow string, 
or strong bast matting. The object in using a limber stake is to give 
the tree an opportunity to move when attacked by winds, and yet re
main firm enough to prevent being uprooted or having its roots drawn 
from their proper place.

A mulch (covering) of loose straw, coarse litter, seaweed, coarse 
manures, spent tan bark, stones, bits of boards, chips, etc., placed 
around the tree, prevents rapid evaporation of moisture and thus cn 
hnnce3 the likelihood of success. Trees may be freelj* watered when 
mulched, but when not so treated, it often does much injury by com
pacting the soil and preventing the access of air.

Dilute guano water, solution of night soil, improved superphosphate 
of lime, and other concentrated fertilizers, may be applied to trees with 
profit at almost any season of the year.

When guano alone is used it should be dug in the ground in the fall; 
so thnt the autumn and winter rains may dissolve and distribute it 
through the soil, nnd destroy its virulence before the season of rapid 
growth commences. Should it come in contact with the spongioles in 
its concentrated form it would result in their destruction. Superphos
phate nnd improved superphosphate of lime are valuable ns applications 
to fruit trees of all classes, nnd may be used at any season without fear 
of evil results. Indeed, fine fruit can not be grown without the pres
ence of phosphates in the soil, and we have every reason to believe, both 
from theory and actual experiment, that the use of the soluble phos
phates is productive of the greatest benefits to fruit trees of every* de
scription.

Probably the best method for watering trees is to bury a piece or two 
of pipe tiles, with one point below the body of the tree, and the other 
coming to the surface of the ground one aud a half or two feet from it.
In this tube, thus formed, water, very dilute solutions of manures, may

be poured at any and all seasons with perfect safety*. Other plans may 
suggest themselves to the ingenious cultivator.

One word concerning dwarf pear trees. In selecting pear trees grafted 
on quince for the purpose of dwarfing them,.be careful to choose those 
grafted close to, or even beneath, the surface of the soil. When grafted 
on the quince above the surface they are subject to destruction from 
high winds. This precaution in selecting may' prevent the loss of many', 
besides the pent’ may throw out young rootlets, and in time be growing 
on its own roots. The tap root of the quince should be cut out, for if 
left it will soon decay and leave the tree in nn unhealthy state.

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E S .

Dt t . T .  T. DEXTER,
89 H A ST  T H IR T Y -F IR S T  S T R E E T  

Between Lexington and Third Avenues,
N EW  Y O RK .

J. U. Conklin*, the well-known Test Medium, hns taken rooms at 542 Broadway 
The Manifestations through Mr. C. consist chiefly of Rapping, Tipping, and Writing 
Hours from 10 to 12 Morning; 3 to 5 nnd 7 to 10 p .m.

Public Meetings arc held by tho Haï monial Association every Sabbath at Franklin 
Hall, 6tli Street, beiow Arch, Philadelphia, west side. Lectures at half-past 10 a.m., 
and a Conference at 7 r.si. tf

CLAlRYOYAX I’E—PSYCII01IETRY >
Dr. J . 1!. Orton has employed the distinguished Clairvoyant and Psyeliomctrist, P. 

1!. Randolph; who is considered certainly one of the best Seers in America, and who 
may bo consulted daily, during September, at 100 Prince Street. As an examining 
Clairvoyant and Healing Medium Mr. R. greatly excels, and os a delineator of cliarae. 
ter he has no superior. Hours frofn 8 to 12 a. m., and from 2 to C p. ii.

All letters for Dr. Randolph should be sent to the Broadway Post Ofllce, New Y'ork.
___________________  124 tf.

PEASE’S DIAL ALPHABET.
A large number of these Dials are now in use, and aro highly appreciated. IS* itb 

this beautiful instrument conversation with Spirits is greatly facilitated. It is also con
sidered one of tho best tilings for testing the reality of Spirit-power and intelligence 
The instrument is for sale at this Ofllce; also at the following places: O. G. Warren, 
Archttoct, 251 Broadway, New Y'ork; Benjamin Persival, 89 Soutli Sixth Struct, 
Philadelphia; S. C. Hewitt, 15 Franklin Street, Boston; also of Isaac T. Pease, the in
ventor and patentee, Thompsonville, Connecticut. Price $2. 118 St

HRS. METTLER’S RESfORATIYE SYRUP?
Hot a universal panacea, but a remedy for tho impure state of the blood, a cor 

rector of the secretive organs, and Bilious difficulties generally, Sick and Nervous 
Headache, nnd all those difficulties connected with a deranged circulation, bad state 
ot the Liver, Coughs, and Irritation of the Mucous Membrane so often sympathetically 
induced. See full directions on tho Bottles. Also, for sale,

MRS. METTLER’S invaluable remedy for Dysentery mid Bowel Complaints, so coin 
tnon during the Summer months. This important remedy will prove almost, if not cn 
tireiy successful, if the directions are fully anil carefully carried out. No family should 
he without it. See full directions on each Bottle. Also

MRS. METTLER’S ELIXIR,
So celebrated fur severe Bilious Colie, i’ains and Crumps of the Stomach and Bowels. 
Bilious Derangement, Rheumatism, Neurnlgic Pains, Internal Injuries, etc.

A. ROSE, General Agont, Hartford, Connecticut.
PARTRIDGE AND BllITTAN General Agents for the Middle, Southern, and 

Western States. ______________________________

TI I E v XI OX C I R C L E S ,
For the development of media, occupy rooms at No. 64 Catherine Street, New York, 
ami hold their meetings on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings at eight 
o'clock. Other circles may be formed to suit the convenience of those who can not at' 
tend the regular circles. Spiritual media, and other Spiritualists desiring to becomo 
members, may learn particulars by applying to Dr. Maylicw at the rooms.

Dr. M. lias been spiritually directed to undertake this work of development, for a 
season, in this city. While he remains with us, he will receive patients for treatment 
by Mesmeric and Spiritual Influence. He has been remarkably successful in treatin 
Consumption*, R h e u m a t i s m ,  X e r v o u s  A ffe c t io n s , aud Dkrasoeuk.xt.

The rooms are open every day from 10 to 12 and from 2 to 4; also for public exercise 
on Sunday evenings at 7 o’clock. 122 4t.

T H E  DOSTO.X I N V E S T I G A T O R ,
A FREE, LIBERAL, OR IN F ID E L  PAPER,

Devoted to the development and promotion of Universal Mental Liberty, is published 
at G5 Cornhili, Boston, Mass., every Wednesday, at .$2 a year. The Investigator dis 
cusses nil subjects connected with tho happiness and improvement of the human 
family. Also may be had at tho above Office, works of Thomas Paine, Voltaire, Yolney 
Hume, De Holbach, and various other liberal authors. Address, J. P. MKNDUM. 
Boston, Mass. a m01

OUR LIST OF BOOKS
Embraces all the principal works devoted to S pir it u a lism , whether 
published by ourselves or others, nnd will comprehend all works of 
value that may be issued hereafter. The reader’s attention is particu
larly invited to those named below, all of which may be found at the 
Ofticc of T iik S piritu a l  T e i.eorapii nnd S acked C ir c l e . The reader 
will perceive thnt the price of each book in tho list, and the amount of 
postage, if forwarded by mail, are annexed.
Tho Shekinah, Vol. I.

By 3. B. Brittan, Editor, and other writers, Is devoted chiefly to an Inquiry into 
the Spiritual Nature and Relations of Max. It treats especially of the Philosophy 
of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual Phenomena, aud contains interesting Facts nnd 
profound Expositions of the Psychical Conditions and Manifestations now attract 
ing attention in Europo nnd America. This volume contains, in part, the Editor’s 
Philosophy of the Soul; the Interesting Visions of Hon. J. W. Edmonds; Lives 
ami Portraits of Seers and Eminent Spiritualists; F a c s i m i l e s  of Mystical Writ' 
lugs, in Foreign and Dead Languages, through K. I’. Fowler, ete. Published by 
Partridge and Britain. Bound in muslin, price S2 50; elegantly bound in moroc
co, lettered and gilt inn stylo suitable for u gift hook, price $3 00; postage 31 
cents.

Shekinah, Vols. II. and HI.
Edited by S. 1). Brittun. Plain bound in muslin, $1 75 each; extra hound in 
morocco, handsomely.'gilt, $2 25 each; postage, 24 cents each.

Nature’s Divine Revelations, etc.
By A. J. Davis, the Clairvoyant. Price, $2 00; postage, 43 cents.

The Great Hannonia, Yol. I.
Tim Physician. By A. J. Davis. Price, Si 25; postage, 20 cents.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. II.
The Teacher. By A. J. Davis. Price, SI 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. III.
The Seer. By A. J. Davis. Price, Si 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse.
By A. J. Davis. Price, 50 cents; postage, 9 cents.

The Philosophy of Special Providence.
A Vision. By A. J. Davis. Price, 15 cents; postage, 3 cents.

The Celestial Telegraph.
Or, secrets of the Life to Come, revealed through Magnetism; wherein the Exist
ence, the Form, and the Occupation of the Soul after its Separation from the Body 
are proved by many years’ Experiments, by the means of eight ecstatic Somnam 
bulists, who had Eighty perceptions of Thirty-six Deceased Persons of various 
Conditions; a Description of them, their Conversation, etc., with proofs of thrir 
Existence in the Spiritual World. By L. A. Cahanet. Published by Partridge Sc 
lirittnn. Price, SI 00; postage, 19 cents.

Familiar Spirits.
And Spiritual Manifestations; being a Scries of Articles by Dr. Enoch Pond, Pro 
fessor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. With a Reply, by A. Bingham, Esq. 
of Boston. Price 25 cents; postage, 3 cents.

Night Side of Nature.
Ghosts and Ghost Seers. By Catherine Crowe. Price, Si 25; postage, 20 cents

The Macrocosm and Microcosm; <
Or, the Universe Without and the Universe Within. By William Fislibough. This 
volume comprehends only the first part, or the Universe Without. Paper, bound 
price, 50 cents; muslin, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Physico-Physiological Researches
In the Dynamics of Magnetism, Electricity, Heat, Light, Crystallization, and 
Chetnisin, in their relations to Vital Force. By Baron Charles Von Re.'chcnbarh 
Complete from the German second edition; with the addition of a Preface and 
Critical Notes, by John Ashburncr, M.D.; third American Edition. Published 
by Partridge <fe Brittnn at the reduced price of 81 00; postage, 20 cents.

Spirit-Manifestations.
Being an Exposition of Facts, Principles, etc. By Rev. Adin Ballou. Price, 75 
cents: postage, 10 cents.

Spiritual Instructor.
Containing the Facts and Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. Price, 38 cents 
postage, 6 cents.

Arrest, Trial, and Acquittal of Abby Warner
For Spirit-Rapping. By Dr. A. Underhill. Price, 12 cents; postage, 2 cents.

The Spiritual Teacher.
By Spirits of the Sixth Circle. It. P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 50 cents; postage 
7 cents.

Light from the Spirit-World.
Being written by the control oi Spirits. Rev. Charles Hammond, Medium.
75 cents; postage, 10cents.

The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine.
Written by the Spirit oi Thomas Paine, through C. Hammond, Medium. Pub
lished by Partridge and Brittnn. Paper, price, 50 cents; muslin, 75 cents ; post
age, 12 cents.

Elements of Spiritual Philosophy.
It. P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 25 cents; postage, 4 cents.

Voices from tho Spirit-World.
Isaac Post, Medium. Price, 50 cents; postage, 10 cent*.;

Also, Mesmerism in India.
By the same Author. Price, 75 cents; postage, 13 cent*.

Fascination;
Or, the Philosophy of Charming. By John B. Newmsn, M. D.“ Trice, 40 cents; 
postage, 10 cent«.,,

Price

Stilling’s Pnenmatology.
Being a Reply‘to the Question, What Ought and Ought Not to be Believed or Dis
believed concerning Presentiments, Visions, and Apparitions according to Nature, 
Reason, and Scripture. Translated from tho German; edited by Prof. George 
Bush. Published by Partridge Sc Britten. Price, 75 cent»; postage, 16 cents.

Dr. Esdaile’s Natural and Mesmeric Clairvoyance.
With the Practical Application of Mesmerism in Surgery and Medicine. (English 
edition.) Price, Si 05; postage, 10 cents.

Shadow-Land;
Or tho Seer. By Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. Price, 25 cents; postage, 5 cents.

Messages from the Superior State.
Communicated by John Murray, through J. M. Spear. Price, 50 cents; postage, 
8 cents.

Seeress of Prcvorst.
A Book of Facts and Revelations concerning the Inner Life of Man and a World 
of Spirits. By Justinus Kcrncr. New Edition; published by Partridge & Brit
tnn. price, 33 cents ; postage, 6 cents.

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents,
Human and Mundane; or, The Dynamic Laws and Rotations of Man. By I’- C. 
Rogers. Bound; price, $1 00; postage, 24 cents.'

The Science of the Soul.
By Haddock. Price, 25 cents; postage, 5 cents.

Sorcery and Magic.
By Wright. Price, §1 55; postage, 19 cents.

The Clairvoyant Family Physician.
By Mr?. Tuttle. Paper, price 75 cents; muslin, 81 00; postage, 10 cents.

Answers to Seventeen Objections
Against Spiritual Intercourse. By John S. Adams. Published by Partridge Sc 
Brittnn. Paper, price 25 cents; muslin, 38 cents; postage, 7 cents.

The Approaching Crisis.
Being a Review of Dr. Busbnell’s recent Lectures on Supernaturalism. By A. .T. 
Davis. Published by Partridge Sc lirittnn. Price, 50 cents; postage, 13 cents. 

Spirit-Minstrel.
A collection of Ninety familiar Tunes and Hymns, appropriate to Meetings for 
Spiritual Intercourse. Paper, 25 cents; muslin, 33 cents; postage, 6 cents. 

Spirit-Voices—Odes.
Dictated by Spirits, for the use of Circles. By E. C. Henck, Medium. Price, 
muslin, 38 cents; postage 6 cents.

Philosophy of the Spirit-World.
Rev. Charles Hammond, Medium. Published by Partridge Brittan. Price, 
63 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Beecher’s Report on the Spiritual’ Manifestations,
To tlie Congregational Association of New York and Brooklyn. Price, paper 25 
cents; muslin, 38 cents ; postage, 3 and 6 cents.

The Present Age and the Inner Life,
Being a sequel to Spiritual Intercourse. By A. J. Davis. Tiiis is an elegant book 
of near 300 pages octavo, illustrated; just published by Partridge Si Brittan, 
Price, $1 00; postage, 23 cents.

Reply to a Discourse
Of Rev. 3. W. Lind, D. D., President Western Baptist Theological Institute, Cov
ington, Kentucky, by P. E. Bland, A. M., St. Louis. Price, 15 cents; postage, 2 
cents.

The Harmonial Man;
Or, Thoughts lor the Age. By Andrew Jackson Davis. Price, 30 cents; postage 
6 cents.

Tho Ministry of Angels Realized.
By A. E. Newton, Boston. Price,'12 cents; postage, 1 cent.

Review of Beecher’s Report.
Review of Rev. Charles Beecher’* opinion of tho Spirit Manifestations, by John 
S. Adams. Price, 6 cents ; postage, 1 cent.

Amaranth Blooms.
A Collection of embodied Poetical Thoughts, by Mrs. 3. S. Smith. Price, 62 
cents; postage, 8 cents.

Biography of Mrs. Semantha Mettler,
And an account of the Wonderful Cures performed by her. By Francis H. 
Green. Ilnrmoninl Association, Publishers. Price, paper, 25 cents; muslin, 35 
cents ; postage, 6 cents.

The Spiritual Telegraph,
Volume I., n few copies complete, hound in a substantial manner—contains the 
fullest record of tiie facts, etc., of the Spiritual movement that hns been published 
Partridge and Brittan. Price 83.

A Chart,
Exhibiting nn Outline of the Progressive History, and Appronching Destiny of 
the Race. Bound, or on rollers. ByA. J. Davis. Partridge and Brittan, Publish 
ers. Price 8175.

Discourses from tho Spirit-World,
Ilictnted by Stephen Olin, through Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. To do 
good is the golden rule of the universe. New York: Partridge nnd Brittnn. This 
is nn interesting volume of some 200 pages, just published. Price 63 cents 
Postage, 10 cents.

Spirit-Works Real, but not Miraculous.
A Lecture, read at tho City Hall, in Roxbury, Mass., by Allan Putnam. Price,25 
cents; postage, 3 cents.

Brittan’s Review of Beecher’s Report,.
Wherein the conclusion* of the latter are carefully examined ami tested by 
comparison witli his premises, with reason, and with tho facts. Price, 25 cents 
paper bound, and 38 cents in muslin; postage 3 nnd 6 cents.

Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion,
40U pages octavo. This work contains twenty-four letters from each of the par
ties above named, embodying n groat number of facts and arguments, p r o  and 
c o n ,  designed to illustrate the Spiritual phenomena of all ages, hut especially tho 
modern Manifestations. To insure a wide circulation, the work is offered at the 
low price of 81. Postage, 28 cents. Published by Partridge nnd Brittan. 

Spirit-Intercourse;
Containing incidents of Personal Experience while investigating the new phe 
nomenn of Spirit-thought and action; with various Spirit communications through 
liimseif n3 medium. By Herman Snow, late Unitarian minister at Montague, 
Massachusetts. Price, 60 cents; postage, 10 cents.

Spiritualism.
By Judge Edmonds and Dr. G. T. Dexter, with an Appendix by Hon. N. P. Tall 
mudgo, nnd others. Price 81 25; postage, 30 cents.

A Compendium of tho Theological and Spiritual Writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg;
Being a Systematic and Orderly Epitome of all his Religious W orks; selected 
from more than Thirty Volumes, and embracing all his Fundamental Principles, 
witli Copious Illustrations nnd Teachings. With nn appropriate Introduction 
Prefaced by a fall Life of the Author; with a brief View of all hi* Works on 
Science, Philosophy, nnd Theology. Partridge and Brittan, General Agents. 
Price, $2 Postage, 45 cents.

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention.
Reported plionographicnlly by Andrew J Graham. Published for the Committee 
353 page?, 12mo. Price, 75 cents; postage, 1* cents

The Conflict of Ages;
Or tho Great Debate on tho Moral Relations of God and Man ; by Edward Beecher, 
D.D. Price, 81 25; postage, 23 cents.

A Treatise on tho Peculiarities of the Bible.
Being nn Exposition of the Principles involved in Home of the most remarkable 
Facts and Phenomena recorded in Revelation ; by Rev. E. D. Rcndell. Price, 75 
cents; postage, 17 cents.

Emanuel Swedenborg,
As a man of Science, Civilian, Seer, and Theologian. Price, 30 cents; postage 
8 cents.

Angelic Wisdom;
Concerning Divine Love and Wisdom; by Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, IS} 
cents ; postage, 4 cents.

Posthumous Philosophical Tracts.
By Einsaael Swedenborg. Price, 12} cents ; postage, 3 cents.

Philosophy of th9 Infinite.
By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 25 cents; postage, 4;cents.

Heat and Light
Designed to show the Marriage of all Good and Truth, Vols. I and U. Price, 12} 
cents; postage, 2 cents.

Religion of Manhood; or, the Age of Thought,
By Dr. J. IL Robinson. Price, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

The Telegraph Papers.
Vol. I .; edited by P. B. Brittnn. This volume of miscellanies comprises all the 
important articles published in tho Spiritual Tklkorapii for tho three months 
ending August 1st, 1853—over 400 pages, 12 mo. Price, 75 cents.

Philosophy of Creation.
Unfolding the laws of the Progressive Development of Naturo By Thomas 
Paine, through Horace G. Wood, medium. Price, 38 cents; postage, 6 cents.

Epic of the Starry Heaven.
Spoken by Thomas L. Harris in 26 hours nnd 16 minutes, while in the trance 
state; 210 pages, 12mo.,4,000 lino?. Price, plain hound, 75 cents; gilt muslin,
81; morocco, SI 25. Postage, 12 cents.

Irene.
Or, the Autobiography of an Artist’s Daughter, and other tales; 3S3 pages octavo 

ornamental binding. Price |8. Postage 24 cents. For sale at this Office.

Astounding Facts from the Spirit-World.
Witnessed at tiie housoof it. A. Gridlcy, Southampton, Mass. Illustrated with a 
colored diagram. Price 63 cents ; postage 9 cents.

New Testament Miracles and Modern Miracles.
Tho comparative amount of evidence for each; the nature of both: testimony of a 
hundred witnesses. An essay read before the Divinity School, Cambridge. By 
J. H. Fowler. Price 80 cents; postage, 5 cents.

A Synopsis of Spiritual Manifestations.
Through John S. illiams, medium. Price 5 cents; postage, 1 cent. 

Correspondence between the Believers in the.Harmonial Philosophy in St. 
Louis and Rev. Dr. N. L. Rice.
Price 12 cents; postage, 3 cents.

A Letter (o the Chestnut Street Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass.,
In reply to its charges of having become a reproach to the cause of truth, in con
sequence of a change of religious belief. By John S. Adams. Prico 15 cents; 
postage, 4 cents.

Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth.
An interesting narrative of advancement of a Spirit from darkness to light, proving 
Ihe influence of man on earth over the departed. By John S. Adams. Price 25 
cents; postage, 5 cents. ;

Voices from Spirit-Land.
Through Nathan Francis White, Medium. Partridge & Brittan. Price 75Jcents. 
Postage 13 cents.

Arnold, and other Poems.
By J. R. Orton. Partridge i  Brittan. ^Prico 60 cents. Postage 9 cents.

PARTRIDGE k  BRITTAN, Publishers,
IT*. MR Breaiway, Ifew.Yerk*

OUR FO REIG N AG ENTS.
ENGLAND.

London.—n . BailliAre, 219 Regent Street.
Low, Son Sc Co., 47 Lndgate Hill.

; JonN CnxrMAN, Strand.
FRANCE.

Paris.—J . B- BailliAbb, 19 Rue Hanlcfiielle.
SPAIN.

Madrid.—Oil. Bailly-BailliArb, 11 Callede! Principe.

GENERAL AGENTS FOR T IIE  UNITED STA TES.
The following are general Agents for the Sacred Circle and Spiritual T ele

graph, nnd will supply all the books in our list at publishers’ pri-*o*:
Bela Marsh, No. 15 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.
D. M Dewkv, Rochester, N. V.
S. F. Hoyt, No. 3 First Street, Troy, N. Y.
J ames McDonough, Utica, N. Y 
F. Blv, Cincinnati; Ohio.
B enjamin P eecival, No. 89 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia, a few doors north of 

Spruce Street wlicre.all Books, Periodicals, and Newspapers on Spiritualism may b 
obtained.

Russell Sc Brother, No. 15 Fifth Street, near Mnrket, Pitbhnr-j, l’a.
Gilbert Sc Still, Bookseller*, Commercial Street, San Francisco, Cal.
F ederiiern Sc  Co., 9 and 13 Court Street, Boston.
A. W. Nonev, Wall Street, Bridgeport, Conn.
J ohn II. Allen, Auburn, N. Y.
II. T aylor, Sun Iron Building, 111 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md.

Other Agents and book dealers will bo supplied promptly. Tho cash should 
accompany tiie order.

SUNDAY ME E T I N GS .
The Spiritualists of New Y'ork and vicinity have rented Dodwoetii’s Academy for 

the ensuing year, and now hold regular Sunday Meetings at halt-pistil) o’clock a.m., 
also at 3 and 8 p.m. Tho morning and evening are devoted to public lectures by 
speakers invited by Ihe committee, and the afternoon to a general Conference, when the 
platform is free to all orderly persons who may bo disposed to address the people.

;a>7~ Dodworth’s Academy is tho next buildingabovc Graco Church, No. 806 Broad
way, east side, corner of Eleventh Street.

PRESE\T ACE AS!) INNER LIFE.
This is the last, nnd one of the most popular work* ol Andrew  J ackson Davis 

W e can not give a better idea of the book in a small spnee than by copying the fol 
lowing table of Contents :

1. A Survey of Human Needs,
2. Definition of Philosophy and Spiritualism 
3- The External Argument,
4. The Spiritual Congress,
5. Visions at High-Rock Cottage,
6. The Delegations nnd Exordia,
7. Tho Table of Explanation,
8. The Classification of Media,
9. Tho Classification of Causes,

10. Summary Explanations,
11. Revelations from Pandemonium,
12. Assertion versus Facts,
13. A Voice to the Insane,
14. Renclits of Experience,
15. Phenomena of the Spiritual Spheres.

Published by Partridge nnd Brittan. Price 81; postage, 23 cents. tl

I N V A L I D ’ S H O H E .
Situated in a pleasant, retired spot on Franklin Street. Woburn Centre, Mass., a sho’t 

distance from the depot, and conducted by Charles Ramsdoll, Clairvoyant, Writing 
and Psychometric Medium.

Board and attendance from three to seven dollars per week.
Patients examined every day, by Spirits operating on the Medium hi the trance 

state, or by writing. Diseases examined and prescriptions given, either praeent or by 
letter. Tiie name of tiie individual and placo of residence is ail that is required ; also 
Psychomctrlcal Reading of Character, by letter or present, the hand-writingof the per
son wishing to he examined being given. Price for each ?1.

Medicines, prepared by Spirit-directions, from pure vegetable substances, which act 
in harmony with nature’s laws,.kept constantly on hand.

C. Ramsdcll will attend to calls to sit in Circles or Lecture in tho trance slate on Sun
days, on reasonable terms. CHARLES RAMSDELL.

W oburn Center, Mass., July 12,1S54.

WONDERF UL DI SCOVERY.
T H E  N E R V E - S O O  T R I N G  V I  T A L F I . U I D S ,  

Prepared entirely by Spirit-direction, through 
MRS. E. J. FRENCH, MEDIUM, PITTSBURG, PA.

These Medicines are purely Vegetable, containing nothing injurious to the system, 
and are a certain cure for all Nervous diseases, viz., St. Vitus’ Dance, Tic Doloreux, 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism in all its varied l'orme, Locked Jaw, Epilepsy or Falling Sick
ness, Palsy, Nervous nnd Sick Headache, Dyspepsia, Disease* of the Kidneys nnd
I.iver, Diarrhea, Irregularities of the Female System, Tetter, and all Cutaneous Dis
eases, Chills nnd Fever, Cramp, Colic, Cholera-morbus, Cholera, Quinsy, Croup, Influ
enza, Bronchitis, and all Acute Pains and Nervous Disease* with which the human fami
ly arc nffiictcd, and which for ages have balllcd tho skill of tho learned. These Fluids 
have not failed to give relief in any of the a hove cases where they have been fairly 
tested, nnd we have now a number of living witnesses to whom wc can rcler.

Feeling it my duty to make known to the afflicted these invaluable remedies, not 
only in obedience to tho positive commands of my Spirit-guides, but from a thorough 
conviction thnt they aro all that is claimed for them, and from a desire to relieve the 
sufferings of afflicted humanity, 1 propose to place them in tiie hands of ail at the 
most reasonable rates, and shall, as far as 1 have the ability to do so, cheerfully sup 
ply it without charge, to all who may not have the means to pay for it. For further 
particulars address, T. Culbertson, Agent, Pittsburg, Pa.

Sold by B. Wood, No. 391 Broadway, New York; II. F. Gardner, M. D., 654 
Washington Street, Boston ; W. M. I.nning, 276 Baltimore Street, Baltimore.

Mrs. French will continue to make Clairvoyant examinations. Examination aiul 
prescription when tiie parties are present, 85.00; if absent, $10.1)0. No charge when 
parties have not tiie means to pay.

B E D F O R D  HARJ I ONI AL I N S T I T U T E .
The above-named Institute is beautifully situated five miles west of Baltic Creek, 

Michigan, In a farming community. It bus been in successful operation for three years, 
with rather inferior accommodations and limited means; hut a large and commodious 
boarding-house will lie completed before the commune, ment of the next term, render
ing the accommodations every way desir-ible. The situation of the students’ rooms 
is delightful, commanding an extens.ve prospect t f  one c-f the finest countries in the 
world.

The teachers arc all deeply imbued with the principles of the Harmonial Philosophy, 
adapting it as their rule of thought and action. So closely is the health of the students 
guarded, that not a ease of severe sickness lias occurred during three years.

It is a Manual Labor Institution, nnd aims, along with thorough intellectual disci
pline, to furnish such facilities for self-support as will enable any young person with 
limited means to acquire nn education by his or her own unaided exertions.

The English branches, including Mathematics nnd the Naturnl and Moral Sciences, 
will constitute the course of study.

There wifi bo three terms during tho year, of fourteen weeks each, commencing on 
the first Monday in September, and continue without any vacation.

A teacher’s class will be organized at tiie commencement, and continue seven weeks. 
This will bo formed for the especial benefit of those designing to teach the ensuing 
winter. Students will be admitted any time during the school year, but it is highly 
important to bo present at the commencement of one of the terns. Terms in ad
vance—hoard, tuition, room rent, wood—all for Ladies $1 70 per week; Gentlemen $2.

II. CORNELL Proprietor, Post-office, Battle Creek, Michigan.
Bedfobd, MtomoAN, July 1,1S51.
If reformatory papers will copy tiie above notice, it will be esteemed a favor. 116 tf

THE G R E A T  P IANO  AND M U SIC  E ST A B L ISH M N E T .

H O R A C E  W A T E R S ,
333 Broadway, New  York.

THE Best and Most Improved Pianos nnd Mklodkons. T. Gilbert  S c Co.’s 
Worlds Fair Premium Pianos, with or without the AJolean, and with iron frames 
and circular scales. The merit of these instrument* is too well known to need 
further commendation. G ilbert 's Boudoir Piano*, an elegant instrument for 
small rooms. H allkt Sc Cumston's Pianos, of the old established firm of Hallct Sc  

Co. Mr. W. being sob: agent for nil tiie above Pianos, can oiler them lower than any 
other house. Horace W aters' Piano ;, manufactured expressly for him, having 
great power of tone nnd elasticity of touch. 333 Broadway is the largest depOt for 
Musical Instruments in this country, affording nn opportunity for selections not to 
be had elsewhere. Second-hand Pianos at great bargains. Prices from 860 to SI75 
Every instrument fully warranted, or tho money refunded.

ME L ODE ONS .
Goodman Sc Baldwin's Patent OkGan Mklodeons, with two banks of keys—a 

sweet and powerful instrument. Prices from 875 to 8200. S. D. Sc II. W. Smith’s 
ce leb ra ted  Mklodeons, Martin’.“, u n r i t a l t i  Guitars, Brown's Harps, Fiutinas, 
Violins, Brass instruments, etc. Dealers supplied with Pianos nnd Melodeors at 
factory prices. 12} per cent, discount to Clergymen.

MUSI C.
This list comprises the products of the great masters of both the American and 

European continents, and is receiving constant additions by nn extensive publication 
of the choice and popular pieces of the day. Dealers in Music, and Teachers ol 
Seminaries wishing to purchase any music published, or make arrangement* for 
continued supplies of Mr. W aters' new issues, will find it to their interest to call or 
forward their orders. Music sent to any part of the lln'on or Canadas, postage free

105 tf. HORACE WATERS.

SURGEON AYR JIE CIIA !¥ I C A L DE A ' T I S T .
DR. JAMES ROSS respectfully informs his friends and the public that he will beie- 

afwr devote hi* time to the «cveral branches of his art at No. 23 Smith Street, Nowart, 
N. J., where thoso requiring such professional services are cordially invited to call 
nnd examine specimens of his mechanical nnd artistic skill, especially his O.vx-block 
Sets or Teeth , which are believed to he superior to any now in use, either in Amcr 
lea or Europe. Dr. R. will be happy to refer persons who may apply to him to those 
who, after numerous unsuccessful experiments with other dentists, have found his 
one-biock aet to answer all the purposes of the natural teeth, while the imiudon ». 
nature is confessedly so perfect as to challenge the closest examination.

Dr. Rosa will still condnue to manufacture bis Incorruptible Trstii for a limited 
number of skilllul operative dentists. Only such need apply. tt

N E W  Y O R K  S T E R E O T Y P E  A S S O C I A T I O N  P R I N T  
801 WILLIAM «TIBET (core« Fraakfart).


