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A THOUGHT FOR ATHEISTS, 
Mr. Editor :

Wm. J. Young, the writer of an article in your paper of 

last week, under the above caption, evidently- supposes that 

unless there is a God, the phenomena of the* universe is 

the result of chance. Let me ask him what it is, when 

the body is wounded, that causes it to heal—that brings in 

new granulations, and restores the part to its former sound

ness ? Wheu an artery is cut off and tied up, who creates 

the anastomosing branches, by which the circulation is re

stored When a bone is broken, and a portion of it removed 

from the body*, who supplies the new material for die new bone— 

a process as mysterious and w onderful as to create an angel ? 

Surely, chance has nothing to do with it, and as little is it 

supposed that God comes down and plays the artist in these 

cases. But let me ask him again, who forms the beautiful

little spangles of frost-work, which he sees on his window

pane in a cold morning ’ If he w ill view these with his mi

croscope, he will discover a congeries of crystals, and be as

tonished at their regularity of form and splendor. Who creates 

the crystals in the silent crevices of the rock, and fixes the 

number ot their sides according to the elements of which they 

are composed ’ In short, who causes the stone to fall to the 

ground when thrown up. and that without fail as often as it is 

tried ; or the river always to How down stream ’ As in the 

other cast's, chance has no hand in these phenomena—neither

every man’s mouth—It is gravity that does this.—Y es, gravity. 

But what is gravity ’ Simply a law. or property of matter— 

an essential property, and not only essential, but eternal, and 

consequently without a cause—without a creator. Does any 

one deny this ? If so, I will prove it.

But is there no other law but gravity ? 0, yes, many more. 

It is law that mends the broken bone, that makes the new- 

anastomosing arteries, that brings in the new and healthy 

granulations, and heals up the wound. It is law, too, that 

creates the beautiful spangles on the window -pane, and the

crystals in the crevices of the rock, 

these phenomena are the works of law. 

do such things, what can it not do ? 

to its powers ’ Where is that limit?

No one doubts that ail 

Well, now, if law can 

Can you set any limit 

If law may create a

crystal, or an organized body of any kind—a bone, for instance 

—an artery—a muscle, why may it not make an eye, or an 

ear, or an entire angel, or man! There is no more mystery in 

the one case than in the other. Prof. Hitchcock says (p. 490), 

“ But the longer a man studies the works of God, the more 

inclined will he be to regard the universe, material and imma

terial. as founded on eternal principles, as, in fact, a transcript 

of the divine nature ; and that all the changes in nature arc 

only new developments of unchanging fundamental laws, not the 

introduction of new laws.” But let me ask this philosopher, 

if these laws be eternal, what had God todo with them ? Surely 

God did not create an uncreated, eternal thing. And if the uni

verse was created before these principles or laws, in whose 

existence God had no agency, does it not tend greatly to 

weaken our old faith, that God created all things out of nothing ? 

Perhaps Mr. Y oung will ask—Does law then create organized 

beings, plants, and animals ? I do not know who creates them. 

I only know that such beings exist; but what were the original 

germs or entities from which they proceeded, and who created 

these entities, I know not. In fact, I do not know that they 

were created at all. For aught I know they may be eternal. 

They may have had no creator. Why not ? It seems to be 

very easy for most men to conceive that there is an eternal 

God, with infinite perfections, and all without any cau^ or 

creator. Why can not we conceive that these entities or germs 

exiM in the same way ’ Why should one of these notions be 

considered very reasonable and natural, and the other very un

reasonable and absurd? It strikes me, if a thing may be 

eternal, which nobody doubts, I guess, we can not pretend to 

prescribe what may be its powers. For aught we know, it 

may have the property, under certain conditions, of pro

ducing any living thing, from the smallest insect that creeps, 

to the mighty mammoth, or man that reasons. If an eternal 

Jaw may cause a stone to fall to the ground, or create a diamond, 

I see no reason why some other law, or laws, may not create 

a man. I do not pretend to say this is so, but I say, for aught 

I know, it may be so. In fact, it appears to me that the earth 

is full of evidences favoring such conclusions. Does not the 

egg produce a chicken ? Does not the seed produce a plant ? 

Both the egg and the seed contains germs or living entities ; 

each entity, according to its kind, and when favored by right 

conditions, will be developed into its ultimate form and char

acter. These germs are, no doubt, quite small. A grain, in 

apothecaries’ weight, is the 4S0th part of an ounce, and yet, if 

recent observations are to be relied on, a germ (strange as it 

may seem), may be only equal to one of these grains divided 
by many trillions, A zoOs perseus, for instance, we are in- 

formed, is equal in weight to the 140 thousand millionth of a 

gr*m, and yet this entity, or germ, favored by right coudi-

tions, can be developed into a perfect human being. This may is really amusing to see him scratch his head and prick up

seem very wonderful, and truly is so, but there is nothing in 

the fact that they are so exceedingly small, in the slightest 

degree to weaken our faith in their capabilities of being de

veloped, as above stated. The philosopher, who is at the same 

time a close observer of events as they may be seen every day, 

will take no exceptions, I am confident, to my position,

Geology teaches us, and so do our own observations, if we 

would but scan them rightly, that the productions of the earth, 

both in past and present time, have been and are now, as the 

conditions al the time. That is, when the earth was in a cer

tain condition, one set of animals and plants were developed ; 

when that condition changed, these passed away with the i 

change, and another succeeded, suited to the new condition, I 

and so on. The time was when the race of mammoths existed. 

Their development was owing to a condition of things suited 

to that event, and they have passed away with that condition, 

leaving their bones as the only evidence of their former ex

istence. Some ages hence, the same perhaps may be said in

reference to man. It may be said, the condition was riffht. 

and he sprang into existence—the condition changed, and he 

dwindled and died. The earth may then be melted with fer

vent heat, and again be fitted up for the habitation of living 

beings, as it evidently has been once, and may have been 

hundreds or millions of times before, in ages so far bark that 

arithmetical numbers can give us no ideas of them.

I will conclude with an extract from a book entitled Pla

tonic Theology, by Tavler Lewis, a man of learning and 

evidently of much thought. At the close of his introduction he

the Scriptures. What faith there may remdin w ill be sum

moned to defend the very being of a God." This is probably 

true, for although Locke,and Newton, and many others, have at

tempted to demonstrate the existence of a Supreme Being, still 

thinking men continue to doubt. Is there, then, no way of 

arriving at truth upon this subject ’ Shall we continue to pray 

to God, and yet have no evidence that such a being exists ?

Yours, etc., PLATO.

FROM CINCINNATI.
April 18, 1853.

Friend Partridge :

Y ou have already published several articles with reference 

to the progress of the New Philosophy in Cincinnati, which 

have given much satisfaction to your readers here ; but as 

there are constant changes and new phases of development 

in this work every week, I may, perhaps, be permitted to re

cord a few of them in your columns. To say that the number 

of believers is increasing every day, would be strictly w ithin 

the limits of positive truth. To attempt to count the “ conver

sions” as they occur—to attempt to ascertain the rate of speed 

unto which the new car of Spiritual Freedom has attained— 

would, 1 think, be as futile as to number the blades of grass 

in the fields, and the buds and blossoms of the forest, now- 

unfolding under the genial influence of spring. The process 

of emancipation of the mind from the icy chains of Infidelity 

and the gloomy caverns of Superstition into the life-giving 

illumination of the Harmonial Philosophy, bears a striking 

similarity to the development of vegetable life from the bosom 

of the earth, so apparently dead from the effects of winter’s 

tyrannical reign. It seems at first hopeless, then barely pos

sible, then quite probable, and then gloriously certain; at all 

times gradual, rational, and effectual. When the work of 

Spiritual emancipation is fully accomplished, then the freed 

Spirit is imprcgnably strong in its own light and liberty, and 

may ever defy the combined powers of infidel sophistry and 

priestly anathema. We have many such in this city, and still 

more approaching steadily toward this most desirable position.

So generally and impartially have the Spirits operated 

among us, that very few, if any, of the churches are without 

their quota of believers in the realities of Spiritual intercourse, 

and some of their most strict and pious communicants have 

been made good and reliable mediums. Very few oi tho 

clergy have had the hardihood to speak out much, of late, 

against the manifestations. One of them, the “ pastor” in 

charge of the Fulton Methodist Church, more zealous than 

wise in the administration of “ Discipline,” a few weeks since 

tried two of his members on the charge of “ pretending to hold 

intercourse with the spirits of tho departed,” and of course 

they were found “guilty,” not being honestly able (or willing) 

to deny the indictment. Since their expulsion, I am told, the 

minister finds the “ heresy” in his church to be ten times more 

prevalent than before, and if he should continue to apply the 

rod of his authority, as in the former cases, he would soon 

turn his whole flock into the wilderness, and leave himself 

without fleece or mutton1 This would be cutting rather too 

close to number one, and therefore may not be expected.

Several of our Methodist and Presbyterian clergymen are 

now silly, but seriously and patiently, investigating for them

selves these wonderful manifestations, and, if reports current 

among Spiritualists are to be credited, they are making some 

progress. I have met, in several circles, with one of our most 

liberal and talented Methodic preachers, and, I assure you, it
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his ears as some of the most convincing manifestations are 

presented to him, accompanied, as they are, by beautiful com

munications, inculcating tho impartial and universal benevo

lence of God, and tho progression of every immortal Spirit 

through successive and never-mding degrees of perfectibility 

and happiness. He says he hopes it may be true, yet he 

hardly dare believe that the Being whom he preaches as one 

of Infinite LoVe and Wisdom will not doom some of his crea

tures to eternal and infinite agony for finite offenses which they 

can not well avoid ! SllcL is the blindness of a “ faith” which 

ignores the light of llcason, and stumbles over the precious 

jewel of Consistency.

M e have been ot late somewhat troubled with the visits of 

ignorant and undeveloped Spirits, whose operations, through 

mediums of a corresponding grade, unfortunately adapted and 

predisposed for such work, have been such as to retard the 

general system of organization and fellowship begun under the 
| direction ot the Spirits of I mirier and others. This could 

hardly be avoided at the commencement, and was not alto

gether unexpected ; bin it U reasonable to hope that, with 

each successive effort, aided by (he experience of the preced

ing and the wisdom of our more enlightened spirit-guides, we 

shall be able to gradually approach, in our earthly intercourse, 

unto a state of fraternity, union, and harmony corresponding 

with tho spheres from whence we receive instruction.

The friends ot Progress in this citv have been congratulat

ing themselves with the prospect of a paper of their own, to be 

published bv Mr. ('. E. Kin?, an earnest supporter and advo- 
VUIV v. vwv' v^»^<-. **■ ^_ . ...„,., VM1U pieceU :H~ a»i.»ng<-
ments for issuing a first-class journal, under the title of The 

Spiritual Beacon, when he was taken sick, and has not yet 

been able to resume his enterprise. (Ie has been trying for 

the last two weeks to induce some other person to continue 

the business in his stead, but, I regret to say, without success. 

His health is such that he considers it would be imprudent 

and dangerous for hint to undertake a business of so constant 

and arduous responsibilities, and he has, therefore, returned 

the money sent him for subscriptions. The failure of this en

terprise will cause groat disappointment to hundreds in this 

vicinity, but to none more than to Mr. King himself; for w hile 

health lasted he labored assiduously in behalf of the cause, and 

freely sacrificed his time and means for its advancement.

Rev. T. L, Harris, of Mountain Cove, is now lecturing at 

GreenwoodHall upon Spiritualism, to large audiences. The 

interest upon this subject is so intense that the m$rc mention 

of it as a topic for discussion is sure to draw together a great 

multitude. The opinions in regard to the ability and useful

ness of the discourses of Mr. Harris, arc, perhaps, as various 

as the minds who listen to him. I think he will do some 

good. More anon. harmony.

PHENOMENA AND RAPPINGS.
B V H. II. < L R M K NTS.

The modem ontologists have settled, and it is claimed to be 

one of the glories of this science, that all sound is phenomena. 

It is asserted, and strenuously maintained, that, we can give 

phenomena no important agency, because it has no existence. 

Sound is a uon-enfity, like time, space, eternity. I am among 

those who are disposed to admit the non-existence of sound, 

for the strong reason and presumption that it has no knowledge 

of its own existence. The principle upon which my philoso

phy is based, is simply this : Nothing really exists, has a 

sentient, tangible existence, w hich is not conscious of that ex-

istence. “ Cogito, ergo sum” was the sole 

the philosophy of Spinoza. It is nothing 

power which gives the human soul its vast 

always conscious of its own existence and

foundation of all 

but this existent 

prerogative ; it is 

intelligence, even

tn this and in a future state. Life, conscious life, is the highest 

of functions, because it is allied to the attributes of the over

living.

There is nothing in Nature equal to this consciousness ; no 

animal life is endowed with any thing like its faculty; all 

the more exalted qualities exist in unison with a perfect 

knowledge of their preciousness and value. This is existence 

with a consciousness of existence, and there can be no real 

existence without it. It is nothing but such pro-possession 

which makes a (bought of God, or the comprehension of the 

Great First Cause so overwhelming to the mind. It is the re

alization of a vast existing principle, which never had a begin

ning and can never have an end. The best way to bring this 

impression home to our Spirit, is by looking through a tele

scope and watching the operation of this great and intelligent 

Power.
We there see that this Power exists, and the display of it 

shows us it exists with a consciousness of its existence, and 

is endowed with an omnipotence of endlessness. What can 

we imagine equal to it
A Spirit is an existence then, and not a sound; but may not 

that existent Spiritualism manliest itself to our intelligence, by 

phenomena or sound I I should like very much to know this. 

W ill not the “ Spirits” tell us ? Light, like sound, is phenum-

ena, and has not God revealed his will to us through that 

light, by making it one great principle of physical life ?

It would be very satisfactory to the world if the Spirits 

would make known the design of (heir manifestation. Of old 

they had a distinct province and agency. They came of old 

(he deputed agents of the great creative Spirit—sat with the 

Patriarchs, as angel guests, and with finger pointing Upward 

to the skies, revealed the mystery of divine and human (lungs.

Can not (his revelation be cultivated into a communication 

more distinct and palpable than a sound ■ This I believe to be 

a serious inquiry, because sound is clearly the least elevated 

form of communication. If our Creator has vouchsafed any 

new revelation to his creatures, (here is some high purpose in 

its manifestation, and lie who interprets that purpose most cor

rectly, w ill be possessed of the highest form of communication.

I am half persuaded to believe (hat some one is yet to ap

pear on this earth,—some power or manifestation which those 

ancient people, the Hebrew race, from among whom God 

chose his ancient prophets, will yet acknowledge as their 

Saviour. I do not believe (hat such doctrines are at all in 

conflict with the authenticity of the mission of Jesus Christ, 

or with his Divinity of origin.

Il may be a human embodiment of the Holy Spirit ; a mis

sioned soul incarnated in a material substance, that all things 

shall he fulfilled.

The injunction “ tarry till 1 come” was not uttered to one of 

this race only. M hen he comes, in whatever shape he may ap

pear, they will be redeemed.

....PSAY?.?, .'he Jrtic.anA only, Squ^ but he ha> .bis.messenger 

be lost.

The common world, or domain of the intellect, is not im

pressed with these matters sufficiently. In truth, the minds 

of men are, upon such subjects, very similar to those of de

ranged persons ; they can not reason upon them, because it 

produces a confusion of ideas.

The Gospels have other vouchers than their w riters. The 

Peshito Syriac version is most satisfactory, and the world is 

now undergoing a phasis of discovery, by which a vast deal 

more light will be thrown upon the earlier records of Jewish 

history. When these things shall all be revealed, the clear 

and perfect day of a regeneration will be at hand.

REPLY TO A “THOUGHT FOR ATHEISTS.”
Friend Brittan ;

I hope the following article wilt not shock too deeply your “religious 
connections," as I do not wish lo wound any person's feelings. My 
present opinions are the result of years of study and careful thinking, but 
I am still willing 10 learn where there is more trulli to be found. 1 have 
attentively read your and Dr. Richmond's discussion, carefully considered 
your concluding article of the second series, and yet I can come (o no 
other conclusion, chilling and terrible as it may seem, than that Atheism 
is the sole flower whose stalk is reason, yea, the topmost efflorescence ol 
reason, and it is mv hope, my consolation, that, “when this poor turmoil 
of life is ended," that 1 shall slumber peacefully in the cool and quiet grave 
forever I No cares to molest, no passions to distract, no dreams to disturb 
my quiet. How much more pleasure to (lie philosophical mind is the con
templation of so desirable a fate, than to live on forever tipping up tables 
without the pow er of speech, and doing such like follies. M ho can con
template it, such doings, without a shudder! and who would not prefer to 
sleep a sleep that knows no waking ? Not I, surely But von are tor 
progress and the good of mankind, hence I sympathize with you.

Respectfully, your attentive reader, F M MOORE.

Mr. Editor :
Your correspondent, William J. Young, in the Telegraph 

of April 23, propounds an inquiry to which I should like the 

liberty of answering through your columns, as nothing can be 

lost by hearing both sides.

He says, “ if chance, working through a concourse ot atoms, 

developed all the things material of this grand universe, 

mav not the same cAancc develop spiritual existences? etc.” 

Yes, sir* if chance did all that, some lucky chauce may do 

(his also, so far as we can know any thing to the contrary ; 

but where is the Atheist who believes in chance! Echo 

answers “ where ?” If I understand Atheism, it is simply (his : 

All matter is eternal, containing properties, powers, and 

forces, sufficient to cause all the forms of life, all (he wonder

ful things which we see throughout the wide arcana of Nature 

Hence there is no need of a personal God, an outside, im

material Power, in any sense whatever. There is no chance 

about it, and my .speculations lead me to the conclusion that 

the same processes will go on to all eternity, as they have been 

going from all eternity, i. c., suns and planetary systems will 

continue to grow, develop themselves, and pass away into 

nebulous matter again, again to form new suns, new systems, 

new organizations, forever and ever, 'This is eternal life, 

while man is but the creature of a day so far us his personal 

conscious existence is concerned, and these so-called spiritual 

manifestations become merely phenomenal, dependent wholly 

on the human organization for their cause. That a correct 

hypothesis to solve all these phenomena has been given, I am 

not prepared to affirm, but, considering how little we know as 

yet, it becomes us to be modest in affirming or denying any 

thing, or setting bounds to the human mind, its powers, ca- 

pa< tty, and intelligence. ( hance, then, Mr. \ oung, having 

nothing to du in causation, your “ Devil and Hell, big and
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monstrous,” become palpable and demonstrable absurdities, go 

does your God and Heaven, immortal life, etc. No matter, if 

there is a continuation of (his personal existence, in an ethe- 

realized form, for an indefinite length of time beyond the por

tals of what we call the tomb and Death, an ultimatum must 

at last be reached, and total annihilation of all consciousness 

lake place at some lime or other. To us death is but die loss 

of Consciousness—such as we undergo fully one fourth of our 

lives when we sleep without dreaming—a sleep that knows 

no waking, no dreams, and a development into new forms of 

material beauty, or, it may be, nourish a tree, a shrub, a 

flower, or, perchance, we “ may (race the dust of noble Alex

ander, (ill we find it stopping a bung-hole.”

But, says Mr. Young, “Electricity and light are surely 

something.” Y es, indeed, and they may be the elements of 

real life, in which spirits can and do exist—or they may not! 

tec don’t know, nor he either.

To hi§ last suggestion let me say, that while it is true that, 

as far as man is concerned, a greater amount of evil than good 

has yet existed, yet it will not always be so. Evil grows out 

of ignorance, and when knowledge is spread and ignorance 

banished, the evil will disappear, or at least the measure of 

good and evil will be reversed, the good predominating in an 

immense degree ; therefore Nature, and hnowlidgc, and man, 

can never become a devil, or develop into any thing but a 

higher and a nobler race (han at present exists. There is do 

possible chance for any such catastrophe as he suggests ; all 

knowledge contradicts it.

And now let me make a suggestion for Mr. Young and all 

and matter was created or made from nothing, or. u oat »>aH^ , 

from nothing, is coexistent with God. Did chaos ever exist? 

Was there ever such a thing .’ If matter existed from eternity 

in chaos, and God, the ruler of all things, existed also, who is 

the believer in chance! Theist or Athiest • Let’s see : Your 

Deity, some millions of ages ago, happened or chanced to take 

it into his head to set chaos in order, and make a Universe 

out of it. He commenced, and is not done yet.’ for in the 

Heavens are a large number of unappropriated Nebula?, prob

ably being made into solar systems now by a slow process. 

Will be ever be done ’ And, more than all that, he made 

man, yet could not make him perfect, could not keep evil out 

of the earth: could not give him any knowledge of himself, or 

a correct science of creation, but leaves him to toil on his 

way, by slow and painful steps, through seas of blood and 

crime, to that perfection he is destined to attain. AA hat a 

wonderfully impotent being he must be ' hardly deserving the 

name of Omnipotent, Omnifie, and Omnipresent. I might 

enlarge on this point, but enough has been suggested, 1 think, 

to show Mr. Young that he is the believer in chance, hapin

ing, and accidents, as much and a great deal more than the 

Atheist. Wil) God ever do any better by man than he does 

now ? MATERIALIST.

Daytox, O.. .May, 1853.

A SPIRITUAL MONITION-UNKNOWN TONGUE.
Mr. J. L. IlackstalV, writing on business from Sturgis, 

Mich., incidentally mentions the following interesting tacts :

Spiritualism here is looked upon as a delusion by many, 

even by Mediums, notwithstanding the many incontestable 

proofs of its reality that have occurred. Oue gentleman put 

*5 in his pocket to aid a poor woman in an adjoining village, 

but either forgot or failed to do the deed of charily. A short 

time after a Medium visited his house, and told him that it 

would have been far better tor him to have given the poor 
woman $5, and not the physician, as his son would have got 

u»'ll without the physician’s aid, and the poor woman needed 

the money. Not a soul knew of the circumstance, and on his 

return, his son was taken ill, and the doctor's bill of $5 was 

paid by him. The Medium was a stranger in the neighbor

hood.

Amuher instance occurred a short time since, An old 

gentleman—a fine old man—called upon a nephew of 

the before-mentioned gentleman, who is a Medium, and de

sired a communication. One w ax received in Dutch, which 

the Medium could not read, but which the old gentleman read 

with ease, purporting to be from his father, and containing as

surances of the father's continued regard for the child, couched 

in beautiful and feeling language. The Medium wrote with 

great rapidity, and this was the fust instance of his writing, 

or seeing any one write, any thing but (he English language.

Punctuality,— W ashington was a minute man. \n accu

rate clock in the entry at Mount Vernon controlled the move

ments of the family. At his dinner-parties, he allowed live 

minutes for difference of watches, and then wailed for no 

one. if members of Congress came at a late hour, his simple 

apology w as, “ Gentlemen, we are too punctual for you ;” or, 

“Gentlemen, I have a cook who never asks whether the 

company has come, hut w hether the hour has come.'’ Nobody 

over waited for General Washington. lie was always five 

minutes before the time ; and if the parties he bad engaged to 

moot wore not present, hu considered the engagement cancelled.
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A ”
for thi* nrngimnumm* effort (0 keep Woman in - her proper 

sphiTc.” Il is true tWhl Women live far more tempernh-ly than 
q,.n__thrv nlwnvN hnv<‘ ; nor is Ihis till—they have KuflvreJ 
vastly more from the evil of intempvrariito, NaverlbcIcgH,

un beyond the cloud# w hr> (,“’ aunbeam* streamed through »<•< 

May morning, or lay, mlivarl (he skieN, in g*>bl no^t <*• " n > 
in day and night-dream* {^’P^ *'th P-“'”"‘” ’"’W'W 
divine joys. Oh! spirifo, g(*»Hlv, and pure, and lovely, a* all 

God** ministor* and mvNNmg*TN orc,be with Us and With Na

ture evermore, until the ('runtoT ”1 un :‘H shall nil*"'* lb* • 

masks of form and sense, and intermingle jin face (o face.

WOMAN AND HER RIGHTS.
The natural prerogatives of human brings in no way de

pend. for their existence and sanction, on the incidental > ir- 
cUinslanecs of place, condition, of sex. Ihe wak anil de 

pendent, M well a* those who stand linn in an unyielding 
self-reliance, have certain inalienable right*, and iio human 

institution has power to invalidate the righteous claims of the 

individual to their full i^eiwon and legitimate exercise.
Indeed, we can conceive of no right inherent in human na

ture that does not belong os essentially to Woman as to Man. 

Her claims to the same political privileges and immunities 

rest on a deeper and broader foundation than any merely 

humin institution. Custom may prevent (hr hya! proprietor

ship, or interrupt the actual enjoyment, of her natural pos
sessions, hut it can d° nO,hing to .subvert those rights which 
nre founded in Nlfore and the decrees of Goff What, if the 

prc*ailing custom be old as ignorance itself, and hoary as 
crime; we shall not respect it on that account, and the Man 

who does, violates lus most sacred obligations. If the ancient 

custom be wrong, away with it, and let those who are paid 

for nursing il in its old age find other and more honorable 

employment. Men may have bad habits—thv general prac

tice is often reprehensible; but while the customs and 

fashions of different ages and countries have often been false 

to Nature and subversive ol the highest human interests, the 

natural rights and unperverted prerogatives of humanity arc 

infallibly just and eternally the same. Very bad men may 

establish customs, but the laws of Nature are God-ordained.

We prefer to maintain a proper respect tor the latter, 

regards the former, we can not resist the conviction that 

true man will be likely to achieve

“More honor in the breach than the observance "

If Woman possesses the essential attributes of human

the

na-
ture, the rights of humanity, also, are undeniably hers, and 

no power of logic, law, or usage can diminish the force or 

justice of her claims, If she is endowed with the same 

rational nature, if she is made to sustain similar relations, 

and is required to bear the responsibility of her actions before 

the established tribunals of law and public opinion, she has a 

legitimate claim to all the rightsand immunities which belong 

to such a nature, and all the privileges, of whatever name 

or kind, which are inseparable from those relations and that 

responsibility, as truly belong to her as to Man. Moreover, 

if Woman has a spiritual nature, by virtue of which she sus

tains exalted and eternal relations to truth, to heaven, and to 

God, it seems like a work of supererogation to defend the 

justice of her claim to equal rights with Man. It, for want 

of suitable discipline, and by reason of the existence of un

yielding customs and social abuses, she is now less able to 

vindicate her rights, they should be regarded as still more 
-nrthe godless shrines of a perverted social stale, or a soulless 

tyrant, who lives but to libel the mother who bore him, would 

venture to trample on the rights of Woman, Brave Men may 

triumph over the strong, but when the strength of Manhood is 

employed to hold the defenseless and unresisting nature in 

abject subservience, the author of such oppression at once 

dishonors his humanity, and deserves to dwell in some lone 

wilderness, far from the enchanted presence of fairer and 

nobler natures.

That Woman suffers under many legal disabilities, even in 

this land of boasted equality and republican institutions, is 

quite too apparent to require much elucidation. One need 

not be thoroughly schooled in the laws of Ihe several States

lin y can not be heard. The President, on th*’ oimsnm re

ferred to, decided it w as out ol order lor a Woman to apeak: 

she must “ keep still," though she might have something of 
importance Io sny. Dr. Hewitt quoted Scripture to prove 

this, and the matter terminated by the withdrawal of the re

jected delegates.
It required this union of the representatives of municipal 

and ecclesiastical authority to achieve such a lasting distinc

tion as this man-ldess triumph secures to the victors, A few 
peaceable Ladies presented themselves, not (0 question the 
legitimate prerogatives of (he Men, but to vindicate their own 

rights; not to meddle with the affairs of church or stale, but 
to plead for Temperance, and, consequently, for the preserva

tion of all those virtues which contribute to render life beau* 
tii'ul and humanity worthy of its exalted birthright. But 

\\ oman was not allowed to speak on such an occasion and for 
such a cause. Dr. Hewitt thought it was contrary to Scrip

ture, and insisted that she should “ keep silence tn the 

Church.’* Ami ao these wise men make the right to apeak, 
and to be heard, depend on the mere contingency of sex. h 

avails nothing, in their judgment, that the^spirit is illuminated 

by the inspiration of great thoughts and holy resolutions. It 

is not for this reason that one is privileged to^he a public 

teacher, but because he happens la be a man. According to Dr. 

Hewitt, the yender determines one's fitness to instruct, or the 

propriety of assuming tho office of teacher; and so it was 

virtually decided, by one party at the late meeting, that those 

who have the misfortune to be Women have no business to 

ask aloud for their rights, or to complain audibly of their 

wrongs. Thus, it would seem, if the question of hitman 

rights is to bo settled by Doctors of Divinity, Woman must 

still plead her cause, as she has done so long and so vainly,

VISIT TO LEIGH HUNT.
We copy (he following from the interesting correspondence 

*»f Kev. Abel u. Thomai*, who is doubtlesu known to most ol 
our reader* as a di»iinguW» ‘i clergyman of the (hiiverMilim 

faith. We have always thought that our old friend* ba*l it pe

culiar penehant for claiming. aN I Ini vernaltau, all great men, 
from Origen down, who lune believed in ihe ultimate triumph

of (load over Evil. .Mitnlion anil honor which attach to

NATURE AND RELATIONS OF MAN
BNrotTCl* rot tun ftMW»«*P«

Subltonco Of an address ill hv. roil by S. B. BriU&n on 0Cru- 

nuiri <>| th** funeral <i>r<niom«'* iff $ al* to R i I town, oil I hur»- 

il«y evening, May Bth,
There 1* no nubjwl for bwnnn i nutriitplatiou more appro

priate, on an occuion like tho present, ihan (hr nature and 

relaiioiiH of man. On Ibu* (home I will offer ouch thought* u 

may Ito xuggC’Mtvd by ibe tnup.irntfOn of the hour.

Man suilain* relation* to Iwo wort«l«*-)he worhl henrith 

and tho world above ; and agreeably to Ibe-e rotation* be }*•*- 
1 MOHseH a dual nature anil two procexM -q more or les# diMinel, 

1 whoreby he arrive# at a knowledge nf tho trulli. The idea j* 

almost universally entertained that man ba* a physical and 
I apirituM nature, that he in body and tout; mid it follow n of 

11 nereaaity that there jnuat be two general tomb s of mv. shga-

such names, on account of their genius, learning, or philan

thropy, are thus appropriated with great freedom to glorify 

the (lrn»mm;itoin whose cardinal idea they Inin- been supposed 

to favor. But these remarks, it should be observed, arc not 

designed to apply to Mr. Thomas, who esteems (he (ruth 

chiefly for i(s ow n sake, and practice* the liberality which some 

men only profbs*. But wc will here introduce the extracts:

1 here id at leant one man in England will) will never venae tn acknowledge I 
the divine hiHtriiuientalrtj'of th o American MiHumnary of UiiivvrHalisun 
With an emotion ol mingled gmtUuiic ami reverence, whirl* f fan not d.*- 
nrrihe, he directed my artention m 3 note hr had imide on the margin of' 
page IftO »f niv Autobiography. (( modestly dixclaimed the merit M- 
Kigned to himself, but expressed a thousand thank* for my honorable men
tion ol WinelieMrr. “ O what pleasure would this have imparted to my 
father and my niolhrr!" was the recorded outpouring of the heart of
Linen Hunt. * ♦ *

bv her scalding tears and the speechless anguish of 

bleeding heart,

* The meeting was convened in a church edifice

her

MEDIUM FOR MOVING THINGS.
While on our way from Bridgeport to this city on Monday 

morning last, some unknown person, probably while the train 

was passing through the tunnel, being cn rapport with our car

pet-bag, caused the same to be removed, together with its con

tents, consisting of one pair of pantaloons, one silk vest, a cra

vat, embroidered slippers, elastic over-shoes, shirts, collars, 

pocket handkerchiefs, etc., also some fifteen or twenty en

graved blocks, illustrations of botany, several lectures in man

uscript, and a bundle of letters and communications from cor

respondents, all of which the said unknown individual did lake, 

or cause to be removed, without the editor’s consent or con

sciousness, and to his serious damage.

The mysterious man with the carpet-bag is doubtless a 

lUulLUfosl.U4^,.uZqu;/4qMk ^ri^

perceived to exist between his fingers and the material objects 

above-mentioned. Persons who seek only temporal posses

sions frequently ‘-develop a strong material magnetism, by 

virtue of which this world’s goods are irresistibly attracted lo 

their hands. The phenomenal manifestations of this power 

are, however, greatly diversified, and they are generally, we 

arc happy to say, less objectionable than the peculiar phase 

which now engages our attention.

We presume that the man who has our carpet-bag will not 

be particularly interested in the Spiritual lectures and cor

respondence it contained, and wc will thank him, most sin

cerely, to return those, or any part thereof, which he may not 

want. \V e can not very well spare the articles of wearing

to perceive that our legislators have regarded her as inferior apparel; their absence causes an unpleasant vacufiin in our

to Man, and, notwithstanding her alleged weakness, as less wardrobe, which was rather scantily supplied before. How

entitled to legal protection. For Man thus to fortify himself 

by throwing around his own cherished rights the strong arm 

of the law, and then to scoff at the claims of Woman when 

she asks for similar protection, and pleads, with all the powers 

of her persuasive eloquence, that her rights may be secured 

and her wrongs redressed, is base and cowardly, and proves 

how unworthy is Man to wield the power he has usurped. 

Every Man knows, or may know, that Woman is not his equal 

in the sight of the law. If disposed to form a matrimonial 

alliance, she must be willing to relinquish the command of 

her person, the control of her property, and, it may be, the 

possession of her offspring. The laws of most of the I 

States require this, and on numerous occasions these legal 

provisions have been productive of disastrous consequences. 

In some instances, the indissoluble ties and sacred respon

sibilities of the maternal relation have been profaned and dis

regarded by the ministers of the law. We do not here refer 

to cases wherein (he mother has been rendered unable, on ac

count of dissolute habits, mental imbecility, or physical in- 

c&Ifd^ttY, to atlord adequate support and protection to her off
spring. If the examples were all of this class, there might 

be some mitigation of the evil; but it has more than once 

occurred, through the importunity of interested friends, that 

the consent of a dying Man, obtained, perchance, when the 

mind was trembling amid the wreck of physical dissolution, 

has been made the cruel pretext for tearing a beloved child 

from the bosom of its mother, even in the sad hour of her 

greatest bereavement. It is true that such laws are usually 

rendered inoperative on account of the restraints imposed by 

the common instincts of humanity, or more frequently, per

haps, by the selfish inhumanity that lakes no thought for the 

fatherless. No thanks, however, are due to our legislators 

on the ground that bad laws are not more frequently oppres

sive. Nor can we thus extenuate the wrongs we legalize ami 

perpetuate, while Woman is subject to complicated evils re

sulting from a want of conformity of our social and political 

institutions to the standard of Nature and the principles of 

genuine republicanism. To attempt to uphold these evils be

cause they are sanctioned by ancient custom and popular 

usage, accords as little with our convictions of duty as the 

evils themselves do with the sublime harmonies of Nature ami 

the wisdom of Heaven.
The rights of Woman are not so much as recognized in the 

Church. She is not always, if, indeed, she is generally, al

lowed a voice in selecting her own religious teacher, and 

even in the great moral enterprises of the age she is not ad

mitted to be equal, when, in fact, she might rightfully chum 

the preeminence. We are led to these remarks by the course

ever, we are quite willing to divide the contents, and, indeed, 

if the aforesaid unknown is much worse off than we are, he 

may take the balance of the articles named, if he will but return 

the papers and blocks, and we will say no more about it. We 

may further add, for the benefit of the brother who has our bag, 

that we have a key that exactly fits the lock, and as it is no 

longer of any possible service Io us, we will cheerfully sent 

it to him, if he will favor us with his address.

SPRING-SPIRITS.
Dull of sight and sense must be the soul that can perceive 

no divine and beautiful spirits in the atmosphere of a May 

morning. The Universe is full of spirits ; everywhere is 

Spirit-land, in springtime. Life gushes and love glows, not 

only in visible forms, but in the invisible of Nature, above and 

around us. Come, for a moment, from the fevered mart, and 

see and hear if there be no spirits abroad. Bright and radiant 

spirits of air, winged with Ihe golden Hashes of the sun, and 

melodious with the sweet breath of heaven ! Spirits of earth, 

unfolding in myriad blossoms, in reviving verdure, in bird

songs, in the lifting of the leaves, by soft and balmy winds, 

in the up-shooting of life, where tho plow has stirred the 

ground and the hand of man scattered the seed of harvests. 

Spirits of all waters; solemnly moaning seas, rushing rivers, 

silver-sounding brooks, and still springs that sparkle, under the 

eye of noon, like calm hearts thrilled with serene joy.

At least the spirit of God is everywhere, loving and blessed. 

And if angels walk not abroad in the beauty and the aroma 

of spring, then is the sweetest faith, the purest fancy, and the 

divinest dream of the human heart, since the world began, a 

withering cheat. Can man behold and comprehend himself-— 

a felt but invisible spirit enfolded in visible form—and doubt 

that in all forms are subtile and mighty spirits, some unfolding 

to the eye, some to the ear, and some to the heart, but all be

nign and beautiful in their native guise, and all adapted to 

high and holy purposes. Who informs the flower with frag

rance, and gives it a voice by the way-side as in the bower ? 

surely not the visible Hower’s self. 'There is a spirit in the 

Hower ; a spirit, fraught with so much of heaven, that we 

hind it on the brow of death, as it were, to companion with 

its odor and bloom the soul plucked from its earth-stem. 
And so all the May-day Helds blossom with spirits; footprints 

of angels, bearing the bounty, the blessing, and the love of 

God, and strewing them in the mortal paths of men.
Beautiful Spring-spirits; ye that held us, in childhood, 

dallying, with delight, under azure skies, in flower-fields, and 

by the shores of bright waters ; in blessed reveries, uplifting

of nature, humanity, and *11 thing*, and with th# thrilling » “n' 
acieusne#* that we are evermore to blend with kindrod bpriU. 

with the universe, with angel*, and with L<m(.

Ruch, in *tur humble judgment, is (hr nature of the* idi twe , 

and when our friend# di#*o|yr (heir relation* with earth. *• 
no longer feel that they ar«- either !*>»( tn jar (tatn a- I hr 

NpiftE»<>rld l» foe s<nd of (hr world Ue loot up^n, and hen* •'

it ts here, and, in short, « herewr apace extend* i 

exists. And, if heaven i* a stole rather than * 

follow* that heaven may be here and alike in ill ph 

are only required to have and own nature* < m.wip

tom, (he outward process, whorrby we learn the superficial 

characteristics of external objects, Ry means of sensuous per- 

< option, add that interior mode (hrmigh which wc learn the 

essential qualities of thing*, by ihe direct association of our 

.Spirits with their Vital elemcirts and with all kindred exist

ences. We have, then, a two-foid nature. By the aid of Un# 

outward organic arrangement, we become »• noamt* A with the 

World of visible forms and phenomena, and by ottr inward 

powers of perception—through (he sensra <*f (he m»uI—we 

perceive our relations to foe invisible and spiritual.

Mail, even while in the body, nifty Jive on one or the other ' 

of these plane®, though the w aking life of most men in ebn fly 
I confined to ihe sphere of the senses. Those w ho are, by 

I nature and the prevailing habit* of life, cut oil from commu

nion with the internal world, are said to live and walk “ ac-

It was worth a long journey to upend an evening with Leigh Hunt. 
So genial in his spirit, so kindly ^ hi* every thought, ho completely in he 
imbued with the sentiment of Universalism, that you feel yourself in con- [ 
vernation with Anew Ben Adhkiu*

I mentioned his poem with that till?, ami told him how repeatedly il had 
been quoted and printed, until it had become a household word in all circle* 
of the United States. Hr was greatly pleased with the information, not ho 
much, Ite said, because he had put the sentiment into an acceptable shape 
(though he was not indifferent to Ifta reputation as an author), as because 
the sentiment itself had found a sympathetic answer so generally in th*- 
human heart, despite ihe hard training of sectarian creeds, “The heart," 
he continued, “ is, after all, the final judge of religious truth, and it is a | 
melancholy thing, that so many Christian people, who have personally been 
redeemed from barbarism, should have brought along with them the god* 
of barbarism '."

Wc spoke of Dante. “ In my early life,” said he, “ I wrote a series of 
papers on the Italian poets, M hile making a prose version of Dante’s 
Hell, I could but love the real spirit of the man, while I abhorred the 
thoughts he invested with the attractions of poesy. And I felt persuaded 
that he must have had an angel for hie mother, and a devil for his father!”

Wc spoke also of Milton. “ In his later life,” said Leigh Hunt, “Milton 
became an Arian—ami he went farther than that before he died. How sor
rowful must have been his reflections that in 1 Paradise Lost’ he had im
mortalized false and mischievous fables, and thus contributed io the per
petuation of monstrous and dishonorable thoughts of the Supreme Being. 
But this book will never cause distressing reflections to you—for it is full 
of the love of God, and of such views of his character anil government as 
will, some day, he adopted by all the civilized world." *

It will naturally be inferred that I spoke of our condition and prospects, 
as a denomination of Christians, tn the United States, and of the extensive 
use to which we had appropriated the Universalis! portion of his Auto
biography, as published by the Harpers “You were quoted in all our 
pulpits, and in all our periodicals, anil in tens of thousands of families,’’

“This," he replied, “is my first message of evangelism from the United 
States, and it gives me more pleasure than I can express." There was a 
volume of expression in the tone and manner of these words, and I felt 
that the sunshine which visited this venerable brother of three-score and 
ten, in the reception of that message of evangelism, brightened and glad
dened its day-spring in his own heart.

This meager sketch of an evening's interview with Leigh Hunt must 
not omit an allusion to the strictly moral basis of his Universalism 
“Christianity,” he said, “is, with me, a most vital thing, but I rely rather 
on ‘the Spirit’ of it, than on the ‘letter.’ Christianity, long encased in a 
dry, thorny husk, has come forth into ihe flower and the fruit." He mod
estly expressed the probability that he had gone farther than many of us 
would approve, in exalting the Spirit without regard to (he letter (mean
ing, I suppose, that he attached less importance than others do to a written 
revelation), but conscience, he said, had impelled him to the position, 
which, after all, is but making the law engraved in stone and written on 
parchment, subordinate to the law engraved in the mind and written upon 
the heart.

We entered into no particulars, and time was too precious to permit the 
introduction of topics demanding an argument. It was enough for me hi 
feci and know that I was in communion with a soul baptized in the loving 
spirit of Christianity.

What Mr. Thomas says of ihe basis of Leigh Hunt’s views ; 

of his making Christianity vital ami Spiritual; “exalting the 

Spirit without regard to the letter^ and of his treating “a

written revelation,” or “ the law engraved on stone and written 

on parchment [as], subordinate to the law engraved in the mind 

and written on the heart,” accords very well with our Spiritual 

philosophy, but appears to be wholly at variance with the 

American form of dogmatic Universalism, A number of the 

clergy, and others who claim to represent tho body, still insist 

that the ancient Jewish and Christian Scriptures are ‘ the only 

ami ull-snflicient rule of faith and action,’ for all men, in all ages 

of the world, and to regard these as, in any sense, subordinate, 

or of less authority than the present inspiration of the conscious 

soul, would expose any Universality minister, in this country, 

to the charge of infidelity. The denomination has already 

driven many from its fellowship, for the reason that they “at
tached less importance than others do to a written revelation,” 

and because, like Leigh Hunt, they “exalted the Spirit,” and 

desired to be baptized in the fountain of its living inspiration.

*Auou Ben Aoiibm (may his tribe increase!) 
Awoke one night from a sweet dream of peace, 
And saw within the moonlight in his room, 
Making it bright and like a lily bloom, 
An Angel writing in a book of gold. 
Exceeding pence had made Ben Adhem bold, 
And to the presence in the room he said, 
“ What writest thou 1” The vision raised its head, 
Ami in a voice made all of sweet accord. 
Answered, “The names of those who love the Lord." 
"And is mine one?” said Abou. “Nay, not so,” 
Replied the Angel. Abou spake more low. 
But cheerily still, and said, “ I pray thee, then, 
Write me as one who loves his fellow-men." 
The Angel wrote, and vanished. The nori night 
It came again with a great waking light, 
And showed the names whom love of God had blest, 
And Io! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest

The Bible Convention.—We see that the call for the
Convention, which is to assemble at Hartford on the first 

week in June, has been issued, and is signed by more than 

one hundred and fifty persons. The object of the convoca- 

ion, it will be remembered, is to discuss the origin, nature, 
ami authority of the ancient Scriptures. It is presumed that

Slid jn»*<‘f

We

id fellowship with good and truth, and to sustain hannomou* 

relations to all outward oxodeiM *■«, end, though la»( tn ■ 

wddern’ s*, the Spiritual hcarcnN will be oj*rw4 to fee* *'* 

our Spirit*, and we shall dwelt in then tn-atUffnl court*.

When life was n* w, and wc were yet under (hr jimurw* 

of cifly imprYqtxMrt’s. *c doubled, h ared, and alerted i(tr<doji 

tanly at the thmught of <hstb, Ue bav* wilw "«l the yraf 

•»f many who had lint a poor, wat< rmg Lqs’. W< bate Kt < n 

the anguufo ol tbe young mollu r, us she grasp* J to' ft11'

form <4 h<-r first-lnint. It* fitful life *»* *• 
whf jearrd that, when «•(*'*’ thr tllid titlf/lr 

it would b<- relighted no mw forever 
pressed (he puUeh ** form of her child

4y to •<• p»

And th* »>*»(!*•■* 

to Iver throbbing

heart, and wept with a wild and tearful anguish 

scon lb© bereaved wife weeping over the Mh*’* 

friend, a* though hef companion was there, 

nightly, by (he pale light ot lb*’ silent stars, to

Ur b**«

She went, 
m rorten the

grave with her agonized tear*. Sh<-qu« «l»"n* d th# « lenu n<*, 

but there was no answer, *hr called pa-^tnji d< i> an Ito

cording to the Jh*hf while tho^e who break away from such 

material restraints to commune with the life of all things, and 

who constantly enjoy that inspiration of (tod which giveth 

untierstanding, are said to live “ in the Spirit." Moreover, it 

seems to be the legitimate purpose of this life to elevate man. 

by the harmonious development of his powers, from Ihe f<»w 

sphere of animal sensation and earthly pursuits, up to the 

exalted plane of spiritual illumination and divine action.

It must be obvious that those who are wholly absorbed with 

mere temporalities can have no just conception of the life 

within. Nor can an ignorant man conceive of (he beauts' and 

grandeur which an intimate acquaintance with science and art 

। opens to the mind. He must cease to lead a merely outward 

■ life, and in his hours of retirement and devout meditation be 

1 must visit those worlds from which the poet receives his 

divine ideas, and the philosopher hie exalted wisdom. The 

divine harmonies flow into the souls of such as occupy this 

superior sphere of thought and action. The great ideas which 

so startle the world and light up a thousand spirits with (he 

glory of transfiguration, are begotten from above. All who 

have given birth to living thoughts have been inspired, and 

while experiencing the affiatus they hate ceased Io be sensi

ble of outward ills, and have lived the life of the Spirit.

Every man of ordinary reflection must be aware that it is 

not while we are absorbed with sublunary affairs, and lost in 

this great Babel of the outward world, that we think most 

deeply and truly. The human mind has achieved its noblest 

results when it has retired from the busy walks of men. and

' sought communion with the sources of ite inspiration. The 
~ 3’T7rTTm'XT-TffwrvrrvT-rr"5-v^--^r7TnreT’-Tnrer-rnW-7Tr^^

(ions of art have rewarded the efforts’ of such minds. The 

Sculptor touches the silent stone, and images of life and beauty 

are uncalled in his presence. The Painter’s brow is radiant 

with the light of a new inspiration, as lie gazes with fixed look 

at Ihe ideal—invisible to the common eye—that stands before 

him. The vision of the Poet rises before him like a new cre

ation, and revelations of an enchanted life illuminate his spirit. 

The chisel, the pencil, or the pen becomes ihe mysterious 

wand at which forms of wondrous symmetry and perfection 

start into life. In moments of deepest abstraction such men 

realize, in some sense at least, what it is to “ live in the Spirit,” 

and while pervaded by ihe powers of that world (hev become 

measurably insensible to temporal ills, and death itself appears 

like a mere circumstance in the record of an endless life. In

deed, there i* no death, in the generally accepted sense of the 

term, and communion with (he world of invisible realities en

ables ns to feel an abiding consciousness that, what men have 

called death, is but the last mortal struggle of the creature to 

embrace the immortal, and to blend with the Infinite,

'Phe ideas of men respecting (he change we arc called to 

contemplate have been exceedingly diverse, according to (he 

predominant characteristics of individuals and nations. Some 

of the heathen nations entertained very beautiful ideas on this 

subject—far more beautiful than (he perverted Christian idea. 

Some of the ancients—perhaps the Greeks—symbolized death 

by the figure of a sleeping youth, and the most serene and 

beautifol objects were employed to represent a stale of calm 

and delightful repose. Thore was nothing in the Christian 

idea, as taught by Jesus of Nazareth, that was incompatible 

with this. Death was always powerless to the spiritualized 

nature. To Ihe man of exalted life and thought the change, 

when it occurs in the order of Nature, presents nothing that 

can terrify the mind. To the man who lives in the sphere of 

the senses, and hence regards the dissolution of the body as 

the annihilation of being; to those, also, whose education has 

been false, and whom* lives are unworthy, death may appear 

terrible, because it is invested with horrors by (ho abused con

science and the perverted thought. I am sorry that professed 

Christians have surrounded death with so much (hat is repul

sive. The most terrible imagery has been employed to rep

resent the nature and consequences of this change. When 

Benjamin West was required to embody his idea of Death, 

instead of painting a sleeping youth, surrounded by seelies of 

blissful repose, he fashioned a grim, ghastly, and fleshiest; 

skeleton, seated on a pale horse ’ The horse is represented 

as breathing pestilence on the world, and his rider ns hurling 

thunder-bolts from bis clinched and bony bauds. Such was 

Benjamin West’s idea of death. Ho was a Christian painter, 

and he represented with terrible fidelity the perverted Christ

ian idea.
But these false views are rapidly passing away. The '

images that hovered along the confines of the invisible, whose 

presence frightened the soul back to the scenes of its earth

life, are being dissipated. We now perceive that death conies 

to rend the vail, already half transparent, to the quickened 

senses of thousands. Death is no more to be dreaded as a 

frightful monster—a “ king of terrors," but it is now to be re

garded as a subject for calm and philosophical investigation. 
Already do we perceive enough to satisfy us that the change 

is among the most beautiful in God's economy. Wc do tort I 

enter on a more abundant and enlarged life. To die is to
sleep when you are weary, and to wake again—wake with

name of him whom she 

from the invisible realm.

absent one. but there was 

her that the object of her

most loved, but no response came 

She {tf;tyc<l for sunn trtbug* of foe 

neither sight nor sound to sfonontah 

devotion still lived. And when for

turned away from the voice!* *# dead, with no hope to chr>r 

her lonely path, wc felt that death was a wilhenng and t»r- 

nble curse.
But, in ihe light of the Spiritual Philosophy, we js-rcetre 

that the transition only interrupts our intimate cwmestwa 

with physical objects, that our relation* to divine reahbe* may 

be perfected. And so death >* presented to us a* a G wi/fu) 

change, whereby we an* introduced to a more intimate b )!<>*- 

ship with kindred natures, and to a closer communion with 

the source* of Divine U jsJoin.

It was not uur fortune to be intimately acquaint* *! with <>ur 

brother who has just departed this bh-. During (he last three 

years of his earthly career we met occasionally, and from all 

that we witnessed of his deportment, we hair felt a*wc<i 

that he w as characterized by great frankness and hrmn. -*, 

and that he was a sincere mid honest man. IV r can «» 

little more of our friend, or, indeed, of any one. sinc e humaniti 

is imperfect, even in its best estate. Let us draw the rail «>( 

charity over all that was imperfect in his life, and do him 

honor, not merely by the ceremonies of this hour, but hi imi

tating his every virtue.
It must be unspeakably consoling to the bereaved to be s- 

j sured that all that really constituted our friend is immortalized iu 

the hie on w Inch hr has entered. ( ah tn R. Brown is not there 

[pointing to (he remains). Dav after day he lingered in (hit 

frail tabernacle, while every pulsation shook it* rruuibliiif
Were. Tre wttw -rmM^'MfsJ! My la* \»«dw»Av, a«d cu..V. 
not help remarking bis exemplary patience, ((idyllic Hr*)} 

was w oak ; bis intellect remained unclouded to the last, and 

he endured his sufferings with great firmness and composure. 

And w hen, amid the very elements of decay, Ins spirit had 

wrought out its immortal habiliments, ii arose and departed 

from (Ite physical ruin, and walked forth into the great Uni

verse, to fraternize with angels, and to dwell, in a more essentia) 

sense, with the Universal Father of our Spirits.

If there is aught that can render the soul's transit unbapjw, 

it is (lie consciousness that we have lived for no worthy pur

pose. If our opportunities are neglected—if we an- accus

tomed to disregard the rights and interests of humanity, and 

to prostitute our faculties to base and dishonorable end*__our 

last hours on earth may be poisom-d by bitter recollection* 

Let ns strive, therefore, to act nobly, remembering that our life 

here and hereafter is one lift', and that what is achieved here, 

in tin* true exercise and development of our powers, is never 

lost, while the hour that is sacrificed to indolence or worth

less pursuits is never found.

While conversing w ith Judge Edmonds respecting the de

ceased—only a few hours since—the Judge handed m, a 

brief communication, which he had just received from a 

•Spirit, as he believes. The message seems io have a specife 

reference to ibis occasion, and is so appropriate that I will 

read it. [The speaker read (he communication as follows ] 

Each of you has buried in the earth some near and dear friend ho*

to you “ Jxned ones' scorn to be stave* Strike, from jaw atraUl 
limbs, ihe chains of bigotry and supcr«trtion, and stand erect tn the pro 
cnee of your G«l, redeemed by Hie freedom ; (hat, when thr W thn^ 
of the heart is passed, when ihe last pulse has fluttered, when j« pi«ri 
amt over ihe Rasping and struggling in the last pangs of »ortaiity r«r 
freed spirit, instead of wandering tong, long amid the dajknewof Uutte 
pure sphere, may soar aloft amid the eternity of worlds, free to ebo^ ** 
abiding-place, where the glory of the Godhead is most manifest "

[Mr. Brittan continued.] There can be no higher or Witt 

exhortation than this : “Be free!” To be free, in a spirit

ual and true sense, is to break away from our errors and fel
lies, to escape from ignorance, and to w alk in the light. Il 
we are free, in this exalted sense, we shall be “ free jjmW 
it it he true, “as a man thinketh so is he,” it i« of tlxin-i 

importance that we think nobly, as a means to right acix® 

Therefore,

“ Let each man think himself an act of God, 
His mind a thought, his life a breath of God, 
And let each strive by great thoughts and good deeds, 
To show the moat of heaven he hath in him "

Notk sr thk Epitob—Rev. Air Benning conducted the othv/i* 
else* on the oecatiioti of the funeral of Mr Brown, which consorted of tp 
propriale readings, selected frorn the Jewish and Christian Scnytun* 
accompanied with brief remarks, singing, and prayer; after which lb 1 
F. Gray, the attending physician, offend some very feeling ohwrvitxw 
respecting the chamder anil relation# of the deceased, which ptahK*> 1 
deep impression, but of winch we have no report

There were frequent response* from th* Spirits during tin- xdJre*1*^ 
other exerewen, which were distinct}* heard by all present Wr*e«n"
very near the remains while speaking, but team from the reporter of *^ 
Tribune, who wa* present on the occaHUw, that the nounds were, NV*' 
rentlv, on the coffin.

Twe Popvm* Rhmoion—Dow. Jr., the twmrie preacher. •prokinf®1 
the exetuajon of many, win* would like to attend ehuwh.onaceouoiet*^ 
high pew rents in the fashionable church edifices of this city, ch*r*ven» 
(icalty remarks:

•• Thin- is a high duly on the fashionable bread of tor To got* chunk
in any kind of tolerable style, cost* a heap every war, and f ln>'w rec 
well why a majority of you go to Beclaebu^ is beosa* yew M»V «f"drepresentatives will lie present from every acction ol the Re-  , z — - ..—z,  _ .._„. —e—............—- ■— «rn wuy » mnjorMy 01 you ^ <„ tuvizebufr *• bee

public. We hope the results of the meeting will be good. ' surprising elasticity and vigor—with higher and nobler views to go to Heaven at the present exorbitant privet:



in < toff with hi* life ur death ; nor did we kfmu (fol lhr.ro w*»

ANGEL FOOTSTEPS.

P' c p. art hit.

M io x morning ■ purple gate# unfold 
Irradiate with the tti'w-bum day. 

And from hi* quiver'® mi#tv gold
I he min illume* hi® kingly way,

I •» mo a thousand spirit# wake, 
M how angrl-CiolalrpM, a|| al,nMd

I nun leaf and flower, and stream and lake, 
Impre** Ilie hurtling *<>.,! of God

And. 'mid the Splendor# of the mam, 
" heli od’nxis wind* are hush'J and calm. 

Or munniiring in a klumbrou# tune.
I feel soft hand* of hlrrfMvl balm

And softer voice whisper mi', 
“0 child of sorrow, »ui, nnJ pain,

Be tranquil on life'# stormy sea, 
W c watch -and guide to heaven again "

And when the ■hailowy niglit descend®. 
And folds her wing® above the earth, 

The soul# of drop, departed friend#
W ill mingle in my grief and mirth , 

In hour® of waking and in dream®— 
Through all the night ami all the day— 

They, by their angel-plumage, gleam, 
I^ad me to God. and light the way.

JESSE HUTCHINSON.
The Eklkuiaph announce# that Jesse Hutchinson, the eldest of the 

famous “ Band of Brothers" (and #i#ter), from the “Old Granite State," 
known throughout Up# country and England for their delightful vocalism, 
died on Monday, al a Water-Cure establishment, near Cincinnati H® 
was on bi* return from California, whither hr went with high hope® a few 
month# since, but where be found only ill-fortune, disease, and the shadow 
of death. Jesse was forty years of age at the time of hi® death. For
year*. while the “ Band of Brothers" were singing up and down the New 
England valleys, in humble villages and crowded marts, delighting the 
most refined w ith their simple, yet beautiful home and heart songs, and 
charming all who knew them by the gentleness and purity of their lives, 
and by their genial faith (everywhere said and sung) in the brother
hood of man, and their ardent hope for a more loving development of hu
manity, Jesse was guide and leader. He managed the finances of the 
family, wrote pathetic and quaint songs, setting them to hi# own music 
(of which his nature wu full), and then singing them with a fervor of 
spirit that evidence his sincerity and artlessness, no less than his genius. 
There were those who said Jesse wan queer 1 So indeed he was, meas
ured by the hypocrisies and deceits of the world. He lived free and fear
less of the dictum of dry, heartless society- His morality was pure and 
natural—it needed no creed nor dogma to quicken it or give it worth ; his 
religion was expressed in his love for all beautiful things—his pity for 
error and misfortune, his charity bounded only by his means—not by the 
large, generous impulses of his heart. He believed in God. and that God 
was very near to the pure and upright; that angels and lesser spirit# were 
among God’s ministers to earth, surrounding man in all his mortal state. 
Aye, he believed devotedly in the power of the pure in spirit to commune 
with their departed friends, even as the pure in heart are said, in Holy 
Writ, to “ sec God." It was for holding such beliefs that a few dry-sotiled 
materialists, in and out of the church, thought Jesse Hutchinson queer— 
crack-brained. So they think of all w ho dare to believe half that is writ
ten all over the Bible and tho page# of Nature, and preached (without be
ing comprehended by those who preach it) from the pulpit. Pity there 
were not more Jesse Hutchinsons—more heretics on the side of humanity 
and spiritual faith. .Many hearts will be touched with a tender sadness 
at the news of Jesse's death All who knew him well, loved him. He 
was manly, honest, intelligent, religious, and sincere. His whole being 
scorned time-service and deceit lie has at length gone home—gone to a 
brighter sphere; to sing on and love on, forever, among spirits stripped ot 
their earth-masks and conceits, and we doubt not his faith on earth is more 
than realized in the celestial “city of habitation" God has provided and 
promised to all his children. Joy be with him there is our prayer, and 
peace be w ith those who are called, in the weakness of mortal nature, to 
mourn his exit from the shadow s of time to the brightness of eternity.

A SINGULAR BOOK.
■ Ipril Is/, 1853.

Mkssbs. Pabtbipge Ac Brittas:
The subject of Spiritual communion seems to excite much interest 

among those who can clearly discern the signs of the times. A careful 
observer can not fail to perceive that a revolution in sentiment is about to 
take place on earth, and that the mental atmosphere is fast assuming a 
healthier appearance.

As the manifestations, in this portion of the country, have not been re
ported, I hav thought that a brief history of the rise and progress of Spir
itual communion, in this vicinity, might be interesting to your readers’.

A year ago we became interested in the reports concerning what was 
termed “ the new phenomenon,” and wishing to solve the mystery, I, one 
evening, accompanied by my family, seated myself around a table—quite 
faithless of obtaining any thing unusual. Soon, however, an unseen agency 
caused our nerves to vibrate, and the influence continued to increase until 
a part of our number were powerfully exercised. The next evening we 
repeated the process, and received still greater demonstrations. My right 
hand was exercised more freely than any other part of my person ; upon 
taking a pencil it was readily moved to write by an unseen motive power, 
and I was induced to believe that Spirit-friends foul interposed to commu
nicate intelligence from their blissful abode. A numtier of my friends en
tered into an examination of the subject, and the result of our investigation 
has proved conclusively, to us, the fact, that those escaped from the earthly 
existence can convey intelligence from their eternal home. Some of our 
mediums arc so far developed that they pass into a “superior condition." 
where they Hohl converse with Spirits, and recognize their friends ; others 
vocally express ideas impress'd upon their minds by Spirits. There arc 
quite a number of differently developed mediums in the vicinity, and the 
cause i« steadily progressing'; rational thoughts an* taking hold of the 
public mind, and a higher estimation of the value of correct ideas is clearly 
perceptible.

Since I have been engaged as scribe for Spirits, I have devoted all the 
time to the delightful occupation that iny duties would permit. I have cn- 
tertained those of my kindred, and such as were immediately connected in 
earthly life. 1 hose who acted as “Master Spirits” when on earth, have 
sent tokens of their solicitous watchfulness over a people, whom they 
represent as bound in superstitious error# White submitting my hand to 
the will at' Spirits, I one day unexpectedly wrote the name of the dis
tinguished itatrsman, Daniel Webster, who requested that the ideas he 
wished to send to earth might be received, as a token of his remembrance of 
the land where he served his earthly pilgrimage. I complied with his re
quest, and he soon solicited entertainment, while lie should argue a suit 
before the world. This was a novel idea to me a Spirit engaged in 
controversy, was quite foreign to my views of consistency; but he suc- 
cee’drd in making his intentions known, and I entered upon the task The 
suit was commenced in the following order :

A being, that existed only on supposition, was represented as arraigned 
before the Court of Heaven, charged with robbing the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe of the souls of intelligent beings. Daniel Webster i» prose- 
ruling attorney, and a noted Clergyman is counsel on the defense. The 
suit is carried through its various stages and brought to a final decision. 
My director gave some explanation# in regard to his appearing in the mode 
he had chosen, and wrote an address to the Clergy. He then appeared in 
the capacity of a Minister, sent by the Celestial Government Io strive to 
form a treaty of peace . invested with authority to call a convention, for 
the purpose of settling old claims brought against his government, which 
<luty he ha# discharged

The whole will constitute a volume of about one hundred and sixty 
pages, which is now in press, and will soon be presented to the public 
We offer this volume for the purpose of making an appeal to reason, and 
a# a careful examination of the subject matter which it contains ran harm 
no one, we would solicit a perusal of its contents Ix?t every sentiment 
therein set forth be tried by reason and sound philosophy, and then strive 
to ascertain if a strong personage can be in active service, in the midst of 
intelligent being®, and never present any evidence of his existence.

M>LM mO ^ ®l?lfW&

Youra, in the caute of Truth, JOHN FULLER.

SKf^W-L •j'SLS^A?^
A REMARKABLE VISION.

Mr. Editoh :

I wa# aouh’ month* Mince rpffecting upon th* geologic 
changim m regard to the physical condition pl otir globe, and 

upon the vast elianges that had taken place id a social, civil, 
and religious character among the niitum* of the earth, when

tin’ inquiry was ih'oph impressed upon my mind: Hr// there 

fl<r he on fronomy in which physical anil moral suffcrimt will 

he lmoiihi'>l from the earth ? I nimle a formula, m the name 
<if Jehovah, willing to sin*, learn, anil know . through Apocalyp

tic Vision.
In the night I wo* apparently nWoke, and found my

room filled with a mild, bright, silvery light, and mj’self 

reasoning on (Jie fact that I was not asleep. I saw every thing 

in my room oh in the reality of seeing. When this was set
tled, I was instantly in a large garden, of »ontr tert nr dozen 

acres, laid out in till' most beautiful manlier into squares ami 

concentric ellipses, the paths all covered with white sea peb

bles and bordered w ith rows of pinks in perfect bloom. A 

sweet perfume filled the air, ami I thought it oue of tho most

pl<<nsnnt find happy places I had ever seen. lint how in it.

inquired I, that all these borders are in such perfect bloom '

A voice “ They bhiom forever * I admired the

swcrtiiess of the perfume, and now saw, for tho first lime, a 

second row of pinks, parallel with (he first, its high as the eye, 

all perfectly erect, even, and in bloom,so that their fragrance was 

obtained without the trouble of moving a hand. I inquired in 

regard to the wonderful fact, and the same voice said, “ They 

stand and bloom forever
On lifting my eyes, there stood, about a rod before me, a

fine, noble-spirited horse, completely and strongly harnessed, 

and fastened by an ox-chain to a large Jog. The log was 

about thirty tert long, and three feet in diameter, composing 

a draught for three yoke of strong oxen. It was black, and 

sawed off square at each end. An athletic, pale-faced man, 

dressed in black, held the reins, and a cruel scourge in his 

hand. I at once expostulated with him, in sympathy for the 

horse, felling him that the load was sufficient for five yoke ol 

oxen, that it was infinitely beyond the strength of the horse, 

that he was a fine, noble, and spirited steed, and that il was a 

pity thus to destroy him. His cold reply was, that it must be 

done, and at the word gave the horse a cruel cut. The horse 

sprang, buried his feet in the earth, and failed. I again ex-

postulated. He sternly and inflexibly replied, It must be 

done. The blow followed the word, and the horse, reeking 

with sweat and blood, again exerted all his strength, but in 

vain. I now felt the deepest compassion I ever evinced fora 

noble steed, and used every possible argument. With firm 

hand, a keen, fixed eye, a hard and relentless countenance, he 

said, It must and shall be done. He gave the horse a cruel 

blow, he sprang, the log shot suddenly ahead some fifteen 

feet, the chain snapped, and the horse pitched forward on his 

head. Poor horse .’ I exclaimed, stepping forward, let us help 

him up. He had, by some tremendous power, been sunk and 

buried in the fresh broken earth. Not a vestige of him re

mained !

1 now heard a fearful shriek of a female child behind me. 

It appeared to lie from* a young girl often or twelve* years. 1 

perceived that it proceeded from the walls of a most splendid 

palace, surpassing any tiling, for elegance and splendor, 1 had 

ever seen. It resembled a crystalated palace; its rooms, 

squares, and ellipses, aud its domes sustained by Doric and 

Corinthian pillars of the finest marble and alabaster. Its floor, 

mosaic, inlaid with gold. I followed the voice, till finally my 

course was arrested by a large, square room, from which 

there was no egress but the door through which I entered. 

I was arrested and immovably fixed by an invisible and ir

resistible power. Then, on a marble pillar, a foot in diameter, 

and three feet high, stood, transfixed and impaled by an iron 

rod coming out between her shoulders, the object of my 

search, hi the spasm of dying agony she had uttered her 

last shriek. She was dressed in black. Her face soon as

sumed an indescribable beauty, as though her last earthly 

vision had closed on those of celestial glory. She appeared 

as mv own child, and while 1 regretted her sufferings and 

death, I rejoiced in her final repose and spirit-flight. So 

young, so innocent, so beautiful, yet dead ! dead ’ dead ’ and 

murdered ’ I heard now, toward the south-west corner of 

thfi garden, a terrific shriek of a young man, apparently in 

mortal agony. Advancing rapidly, I left the palace, aqd soon 

arrived at the south-west corner. The voice had ceased, and 

I could see nothing of the sufferer. Suddenly there appeared, 

coining down rapidly in a line, perpendicular to the diagonal 

of the garden, a chariot drawn by four black horses richly 

am! strongly, harnessed, tilled with officials dressed in black, 

and attended by outriders dressed in black. The men in the 

chariot were seated on blocks of ice, and the cortege had 

them on their shoulders, heads, and laps. On arriving at the 

corner, the carriage stopped in an instant of time. I now 

perceived that one of the outriders had had his block of ice 

perforated and adjusted to his body, so that it rested on his 

arms with his head protuberant. He alighted with it with the 

utmost agility, took it off, laid it upon the chariot, and stepped 

forward into the garden. I now recognized the destroyer of 

the homo. I apprehended no danger. As I followed him 

with my eye, admiring the symmetry and extreme energy of 

his form, I at once perceived what had been the occasion of 

irty alarm. I saw two officials standing by a column of pour

ing water, in which 1 perceived that they had just destroyed, 

by suffocation, the young man. He stepped quick and seized 

by the right ankle a middle-aged man, saying, J have you at 

last. The man was stiffened with mental and electric horror. 

With the utmost ease he handed him, at arms’ length, over to 

his destroyers. They in a moment stripped him naked, held 

him under the cold, chilling stream, commencing at his feet. 

The officer looked coolly and sternly on. This sufferer be

came relaxed and resistless- Oh, dear, says he, you will 
bring on my disease under which I have suffered eight years. 

It will leave you, said the officer, at the going down of your 

sun. I here was no hope, and the man yielded himself to 
complete despair. They now handled most cruelly the tendcr- 

est parts of his body. Looking up to the officer, they inquired 
Shall we embowel him now ? Not yet, replied ho sternly. 

Unable to abide the scene, I fled to the palace. From this I 

was called by still more fearful shrieks in the center of the

garden. I rushed out. 
tain had disappeared.

The carriage was gone. The foun-

One of the executioners swept over
the newly delved and leveled earth a shovel of gravel, saying,

There is the end.

I instantly awoke, and under an entire and absolute for-
getfulness of my formula. The vision was perfect, but dur-

ing three days mi effiirt of u«i'" ‘‘whl rrrall th# formula or fix 

mi any interpretation. Tl** viaion, and every circumstance 
of it. ImiI rcmaiitcd, during l1*” time I experienced it. «# it 

< u! in tnarblu- AU tlir path's tl"- bordering, the palacu, tie

fragrance, and sunny unchanged.

horse#, oil <ii life. I could not forget (hr vision.

The agent*.

Il seethed

t<> coma upon mu with rea^lJf*® energy, Th*’ recollection 

iintl terrific imagery troubled me. On the fourth day u voice

said diatincUy, “ Rrinemlnx y<>ur lonnul.l Will tlttT* el'i 

he mi eCiHioiiiy iii which plytUCul afl.d mural suffering Will bl 

brinished from the earth/ । h*' whole fjmhhi rcveSjcd th' 

desponding niul terrific “ ^" ” The animal erratum, child*

r

hood, youth, manhood, old uge, nil must nuiVi r. In fsrt, it nt 

not in the phdoifoptiical po*«T ol any mind to conceive the con
trary, Change, ctonml change ill the onward, progressive 

development of thing* requires jt.

I have thus. Mr. Editor, given you a remarkable viaion—* 

an apocalyptic vision—onr to me a Mem and fearful reality, 

of tho reality of which and it* verity, in every particular, eveft 

the most minutely specified, I am willing not only to aver, but 

Molentnly swear before the highest judicial authority on earth 

1 on call for facts and not theory. Here they are, in this hue 

of action, clear, strong, ami fearfully significant, I understand 

well the philosophy of the case, but 1 am well aware that no 

man can ascribe this to the repulsive reaction of my own 

mind. In my formula J have will, faith, power, but in my 

vision-spirit state compile passivity. “Like begets like;” 

but I can sec no similarity between the formula and the vision 

as the result or rebounding of ideas, thoughts, words, images, 

upon the mind. I recognize a great and unerring law, put in 

operation by special, commissioned, intellectual, spiritual 

agents. Here is order, design, intelligence, intellectual re

sults, in the carrvingout the formula. It is above and beyond

me, but not contrary to, above, or beyond a spirit agency. If 

not this, I should be pleased to see a more able head and pen 

demonstrate the fact. Let it, if it can, be done.

JAMES H. OLCOTT.

Lowell, .May 7, 1858.

A STRONG CASE.
Tim following interesting communication was forwarded to us about the 

middle of April, by our friend Elisha Waters. It contains an excellent 
fu t, which proves, if it proves any tiling, that the veritable John Chamber- 
lain, formerly of Pt. Pleasant, N. J., but now of the Spirit-world, was at 
Waterford, N. Y , and did actually make known the tacts, herein slated, 
respecting himself Those who can not accept this conclusion, have only 
to analyze their skepticism to find that it resolves itself into a virtual denial, 
and niter faithlessness, with respect to the separate existence of the soul 
itself

Waterford, N Y., Ahn ch ‘11 th, 1853
Mr. Brittan : *

Dear Sir—At a circle, held in this village on the 5tli of this 

month, there were tonne “ manifestations” which hear so di

rectly on the di&puh) in regard to the cause of the strange 

■phenomena now so prevalent, that a brief account may not be 

uninteresting to your readers.

Several mediums, in various stages of development, were 

present, and a great variety of manifestations were made, 

mainly in the form of “possession.” 1 n the course of the evening, 

Mr. John Proper, a gentleman residing in Waterford, and 

subject to (his posse'sion in its most thorough form, was under 

the control of a Spirit that announced “ that no one in the 

room ever knew or heard of him, but that he was drawn to 

the circle by strong attraction. He said, he was over a 

hundred years old when he left the form ; was a soldier in the 

Revolutionary War, and had frequently seen Washington, of 

whom he spoke with great reverence. He told us, as the re

sult of his long experience, to do our own thinking, and to 

read the Great Book of Nature for our guidance; but that we 

should not lJiyhf the Church or the Clergy, for their struggles 

would injure themselves more than others, and only help for

ward their approaching, and long fore-written, doom. He 

added, that the truth of Spiritualism would now shine out 

without any aid from iconoclastic zeal. J should, perhaps, to 

do justice, say that he spoke of the Church as having accom

plished a work, and as about to die a natural death after its 

Great Mission had been fulfilled.”

I will give his closing remarks, verbatim et literatim,

“ Now, this is ev< ry word true I’m telling ye. I’ll tell ye, 

so that if you’ve a mind to take a little pains, you can find 

out that this is jest exactly as I tell it ye. I lived at Point 

Pleasant, New Jersey, and if you want to know, you jest ask 

if old Uncle John Chamberlain did’nt speak the truth.”

He slopped speaking, and the usual signs of a change of 

possession followed, when some one remarked that it was a 

pity he hail not given more particulars, as it would have been, 

under the circumstances, so thorough a test. Jt soon became 

evident that Mr. Proper’s grandfather (who is, in a sense, his 

“ guardian”) had possession. He turned his face good hu- 

moredly around the circle, and remarked, that, as he saw many 

were anxious to hear more from the “old man,” be would come 

back for a little while. After a short interval of quiet, Mr. 

Proper’s whole manner changed to that which Jie had while 

the former speaker had possession, and these were his 

w ords ;

“ My friends, I did not expect to speak with you again, but 
I want to give you this as a test. 1 died on Friday, the 15th 

of January, 1847, and I was the father of eleven children. Now, 

if you’ve a mind to take a little pains, you will find this is all 

jest as I tell it ye. I don't talk as you do, but if you like to 

hear an old man, I will Come again. Good-by—I must go.”

It would be impossible to give an adequate notion of the 

plain, unvarnished trnthfu ness which shone out through every’ 

word and gesture of his discourse. Other “ manifestations,” of

a similar character, followed, and the circle broke up.

On the following evening a circle was held at another house, 

but few of the members of the former circle being present, 

with some other persons. Mr. Proper was the only medium 

present. Old Uncle John Chamberlain made his appearance 

again, and repeated the statistical part of his communication, 
when it was found that the Scribe had written Pleasant Point, 

instead of Point Pleasant.
After finding out that there was such a Post-office in New 

Jersey as (Jie latter, and that the 15th of January did fall on 

Friday, in the year 1847, we wrote to the Post-master, and 

were informed that the “old man* was strictly correct in his 

account of himself. We send you extracts from the letters 

received, which will suffice to show the remarkable fidelity 

of the Spirit’s statements to the facts of his personal history.

We, the undersigned, were present at the first circle, men

tioned above, and think the account of it correct. We also 
affirm, that we had never, to the best of our recollection, known 

or heard aught of John Chamberlain, or any of the facts con-

JOUS PROPER', 

MAN AH *. PROPER. 

JOLIET K. PEREIN*, 
A- A. THUNDER, 
Lilly a. BOV« t, 
ALBERT IRNORK K,

t WATER®, 
w. r. white, 
wita. n. p. n<

J, II. BAtNEY, 
nn«. J. h. Rai

LETTER TO Ilir. l*<MT-N4®riM OF FT PLEASANT-

T>ot. W 'IM 1^
hr m 8)m VI ill you be kind enough to inform lor )t there ha# died 

m your town, within * tew year#. so agrd man by the name of Chamlwr* 
Ism ’ If #o, ph t«.- give me the particular* <.( (ta time of hi® <lc (th age, 
vic. ; also, give me (ta name of av of t)o trimly with whom I ran rof

Very truly. your#.

THB ax*W£R.
E. Wats*#:

Friend, I received thy letter, dated 2Mth nit , requesting wniw informa
tion of John f'tambeflsin With pjrn»ufr I will _o< I toe A correct «^r 
count, (or I hare known him well («r fifty yr its, amt lived a ne^Jihor to 
him. H® «lerr#Mrd January loth, 1847, Aged PH year* He had m-o n 
children that Jived to Is- married J three of tb' tn have J< r» i«-d and Jett 
children. He lias four daughters living at this time . three of them are 
neighbor# to me , |Jw oldest ‘laughter is a widow, 78 v« o» obi ; Hirer have
husbands; pik- of thmi Jivas twenty mile# from me 
little learning, they request thee to <ton*spof)d with me 
will give thee every information that Jaya to my power 

Very truly, thine, 
Point Plead ist, 7th day, Marrh, 1858

With pleasure I

vHONa# coon

J‘ 8 — He wa# a Revolutionary soldier, served in the war, and drew' a
Email pension. t c.

• Friend Brittas : After receiving the accompanying answer, 1 wrote 
again, making inquiry respecting the number of childrf!) hr tad, and rc- 
ceived in reply, that he had eleven ; that (wo died in infancy, and that 
the remaining nine lived to be of age

Truly your*, * *•

TABLE MOVING IN GERMANY.
Il will be seen by the following paragraph, which we copy 

from the A )r.- 7'ribunc, iJjat at lea*! one feature of the phe

nomena which in this country have defied satisfactory expla

nation on any other than ft Spiritual byputhesfe, has made* its 

appearance in Germany. It will be perceived that il has ap- 

•eared there, as it has also appeared here among certain classes, 

in a form least calculated to give alarm to those who arc skittish 

on th© subject of ghosts, and permits itself, at first, to he attrib

uted to some unknown natural influence. This is an ad

mirable contrivance to secure exienshe investigation, and to 

gradually prepare for the ultimate admission of its spiritual 

origin by the unfolding of those proofs from which, if given at 

irst, the minds uf many people would recoil.

Dr. f'liarlc® Andro®, of Bn incu, a scientific mart of the highest char
acter, writes jo the Aui.! Antra ri JI g< i/trinr Z<ihin>; that the moving of 
tables, <ni the plan of our wonder-monger®, is exciting the greatest atten
tion in th<' Hanseatic cities, being practiced by persons of rv ery class. Dr 
Andree gives an account of an experiment at which, though incredulous, 
le was present Eight persons, three men and five women, sat around a 

mahogany center-table, weighing some sixty pounds Their scats were so 
far apart that there w as no contact of their garments to interfere with the 
process. Their hands were laid gently on the table, their fingers touching 
so as to form a chain or circle After twenty minutes, one of Ifo' ladies 
could not bear it, and left the table ; the others formed the chain again, and 
after some thirty minutes more the table began to move, first on its axis, 
and then across the room in a northerly direction, the persons who com
posed the circle following it. their chairs u'ercTemoved by mhuc spectators 
the instant the movement began. A slight attractive force was felt draw
ing their hands to the table After the movement foul continued four 
minutes, it was suggested that the persons should touch each other with 
their arms, though keeping their hands in the same position. This they 
did, and the movement stopped On standing as before, it presently began 
again. Mr Andree regards the existence of a current of some sort causing 
the movement, as demonstrated, and calls upon scientific men to institute 
experiments for the determination of its nature.

LETTER FROM INDIANA.
Friend Brittan :

Hoping that a statement of the progress of Spiritualism in 

this portion of the western world, would be read w ith interest 

by those who are friends to the cause, I will, with your per

mission, try to present it to the readers of your excellent paper.

It has been about a year since manifestations were made in 

this place, sufficient to elicit any attention. Since that time 

(though opposed much by skeptics) medium after medium has 

been developed, and (he cause has really become one of in

terest to a large majority, and a source of edification to those 

who are willing to assent to its startling but soul-cheering and 

glorious truths. The first Spiritualism here was developed 

by a rapping medium ; but being strongly opposed by his rel

atives, and not convinced himself that it was a messenger of 

truth, he refused continuing his mediumship. Soon after this 

several writing medium® were developed, through whom suf

ficient evidence of the identify of spirits was given. They' 

have been, with few exceptions, satisfactory aud edifying. 

During the past winter, however, the scene lias been some

what changed. The manifestations are now chiefly by clair

voyant mediums. There are now foitrof (hem in this vicinity. 

The first who were developed as such were Mrs. Martha Ann 
Rigby and Miss Sarah Farrington. The Spirits appoint 

weekly meetings, and through the clairvoyant, or speaking 

mediums, tell us many strange things. 'They teach the 

genuine doctrine (as held forth by properly developed mediums) 

of progression, and consequently the final happiness of all.

This, to some here, is dreadful. The idea that there is not 

a portion of mankind to be tormented in a burning lake of fire 

and brimstone, through all eternity, as a rew'ard for their sins, 

seems to them unjust, and therefore untrue. They can not 

imagine that a just God would rescue them ; or, in other 

words, permit them to forsake their evil ways, and “ walk the 

paths of sin no more.” Therefore they pronounce it al) the 

deception of a “ monstrous Devil” “ who goes about seeking 

whom he may devour." But this cry* of “ humbug" and 

“ Devil” does not impede the progress of the truths that arc 

being revealed in our midst. Though skeptics tried to 

smother it, in its first dawning* here, they seemed only to 

“ add fuel to the flame.”

The Spirits have instructed us much in regard to the ** law’ 

of affinity,” and the necessity of cultivating pure and universal 

ove for mankind. How can we call that the “ Devil” which 

admonishes us to do good to all, and further, which seeks our 

lappincsR in every possible manner ? How can we call that 

“ electricity which expresses the intelligence of an immortal 

mind ' I low can we say it,is the “ will” that causes this in-

telligence, when, ih nine case* out of fen, there is no possible 

chance tor the” will to have any influence whatever ? Ah ’ 
Ins idea involves more iny^ ry, th.m jhat whn lt attributes the 

ibenomena to Spirits.

\ ours, in the cause of truth,

w RACHE L GRUELL.
W KST Grovr, Jav Co., Ixp^ Ka, March 10, 1853. v -
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.BUSINESS NOTICES.
AbV.aavitfxo —Tw# T#L>aa4eN to M( >*Ua4#* In W A ««®W® «4t»»U«ifc^ >»*4L 

• ■*. *04 OR 4# MS *«^^any mSmM Uto* bio* #< pai/uM** TW rMMO#** »A' 
L#»a»Vrr. IMwt a »#rf LnufeW »*#U«/ <4 »4<**Ua»MV<*V>, M «<«<»«••**<“*• *■* f^‘ 
MU, •!»•,• J«*'»bdM>ff tM ®#M#a® to abwA w to ^/«S-O»4 In »#•» fwMH •<«*•'*•*. 
to 4»r*»Mt <r«a*p#UM# *HR ®b* eylm m*4 'AforC* <4 U»# u*^r AM a4*art>#**#M< 
MM •» Rto4 l-f <• M»««m. at IM <»to ••« ># **M® ^" Um, bo (to to*< Im*vU«M, 
mM m r/ m« pre Mm (nt #wh ***m*sm** iM*m>^.

THE ANNIVERSARIES.
EtM week wtf dfotfogukhad by the relrbrafion, tn thi® my, of th# 

anntterMrtr* of e^^rnt) religious, bmrvofont, and reformatory uwtitoliaa#. 
Among llwr may ba namMf U>* Amcnran BibfeftasHy ; Ar/XT* «rt Frmp 
•rtnr* ( uutn ; AtotSrialiort for titr HuppreMiion of Oaoabting; fitMituiuJO 
for the |>af «J»d Dumb; Airwnran M-wutum Snrirty; .Ann nr an and 
Foy**igrt AnfF,Slavery KnoHy; Amrnron Anti-Slavery Soru-fy (G*m- 
armian); Young M» n'« f 'liri*tun A#** laiion , ihr Ind'.«ln.d JjMtfcu'fjun 
of the Five pointe^ Mr. The mrefing® ot lio-ro s*rw bodi*# on |ha 
aaane week, brought to lb* city, a# Usual, • large jiumLrj of dtMinfutalied 
Own tosu *bri>ad, but th® *j>rrchr« and other pn>ceadil>E# of the Mtom- 
Magr* did iu4. in general, exhibit qujte the Mtitr degfre <>f spirit and m- 
thiiMMin which have r.Lar^rlrrizjii the a/jnhefMry meeting* of previous

; yw#
i he muM UtiportaO) -a<si rnifoiaiaatie uf tlx •* usretuig®, perhap*, wef# 

tta#e frlaloe to the Temperance reform, hukirri in AL-tropvlitau H41, on 
Tlauixfoy avenin*, are! >,. flu Ifr^reAwdy T itwxnwfo «*, R .tyrdav rie* mg

1‘reJiuuuaiy arrangement* tor a Hund* '1 • tuprr»i>ce- Comeut.^, to 
tw Jtehfeu in thia city, in Hrptrjnlier next, were marie nn Tbamjvy by lw» 
I enije rnwr parffoe, a aplit toning been ew#®4 by a dt&rvare* of opminn 

im Jo 11m- propriMy of admitting bjnah* to an equal MtirjpMMdt with 
male* in the fs/aineM of the jneeting

On 'fhunufay evening. Metropobt-oi Hall wa* entirely fitted on the or- 
eaaion of the cetebtaiion at the Anniveraary of the Ajumeep Ti-mpmrzr 
Union Ctaneeltor Walworth wm called to the chair . an attract of 
th® Annual Report waa road, oral eloquent rpreefoe, railing forth entfoid- 
antic <«pplao»c, were made by Neal Do«r( Rev. Dr Patton, JGv Mr 
Chamber*, and other#

The meeting in the Tabernacle, on Saturday evening, wm called by the 
party diatflaeted with the <!/v-i«ion on Thursday, adverse to the adrnu- ,-1 
of frmafe® to an active partiripetton in the prcfapinary arTanfrmrnL* for * 
World*# Temperance Convention; and it# avowed ob/vt wa* to define 
Woman's poettjon in the Tcmpenaee rauM The Tabernacle wm filled m 
every part, and during the proceeding# great rfjthmnaam prevailed SqmU) 
B Anthony Wax called to .the chair, art/J effective #pr«-cfo 4 were delivered 
by Mi®# Emily Clarke, Dr Snodgra##. Mim Lucy Mom . and ottar#

Phovipemtial EacaFZ.—Many incident* occur in our midst, which 
many .regard a® providential, though Ifo maa# we in Uien, nothing remark- 
able. At (he late Woman’# Temperance meeting, at the Tabernacle, jo# 
al the time w hen, according to the programme of the meeting, the audience 
would hare been leafing the house, an uiirtpeclrd call for Frederick 
Douglas# brought that gentteman to the Maud, and the audience, of courw, 
remained to hear hint While in tie* mid# of hi# »p»-ech, a large ponbrO 
of the paved footway to the Tabernacle went down with a eraah, wtfheimL 
hod the audience been crowding out, a® i® mural, to Lave Idled and maimed 
Heaven only know® bow many. It was a d.ith-trap, of which no one in 
the audience could have dreamed, and but for lJ*e actfoirntol (or providential) 
interpovition of Mr Douglas#’ speech, our city would have bem dMefod 
with a frightful biff of mortality.

Another.—Only a Sabbath or two Riner, Dr. Bethune having preachd, 
a# usual, morning and afternoon, al hi# Church in Brooklyn, notified hi® 
congregation that the customary evening service would be dispensed with, 
a# he had an engagement to pre-ach elcewhere that evening. At about 8 
o’clock of that evening, the hour when the Church would have Been tilted 
had not Dr. Bethune been called elsewhere, down came the entire ceiling, 
plaster, lath, and limber#, with roch force a# to ernfb manvjoftta ;*’<_’“ 
the door- Ha«l there been an audience in the Church, hundred# mu# 
have been killed and maimed. Of course, there was great rejoicing among 
the congregation al their fortunate escape. How many of them would be 
willing to admit that God, in his providence, ordered the event, jurt as it 
occurred—that he sent his messenger® to show the children of men, by a 
striking and special temporal salvation, that He. and his angel*, and min
istering Spirits, arc ever near to warn us, to guide u®, and to He#® a®.

.Still .More —A gentleman (who desires us not to use hi® name), who 
had intended to leave this city for Boston, by the fatal New Haven train, 
was prevented by a curious, if not providential circumstance. Just as he 
was ready to leave his house for the cars, he missed his traveling valine (a 
small carpet sack), and was detained some minutes in finding il One of 
his children, barely old enough to walk about and be tn mischief, as we 
say. had dragg»-d it into Ifo* bath-room adjoining bi# dressing room, and he 
failed to look there until the last, thinking he Jud hung it upon a hat
stand in the hall. The gentleman i# a decided anti-Spiritualist, but he 
thinks his “ accidental" luck extraordinary.

Mr®. Brows, who left this cily on Friday, the 6th instant, to accompany 
the remains of her husband to Rochester, has returned with her Oster®, 
the Mjshks Fox, to No 78 West Twenty-sixth Street, and is now prepared 

to receive visitor#

M« and Mrs. Coiw, recently from Boston—Miw C. is a .Spirit- 
medium—have just taken room# at No 382 Broadway, where they will be 
happy to receive calls from person# who desire to investigate the Spiritual 
Phenoinena.

The Shekinah.—The number for this month contain»’a mo#t life-like 
portrait of A. J. Davi*, elegantly engraved on steel, together with a bio

graphical sketch of the Seer. .
The May number commence# a new volume of this mort interesting 

work, and the present is, therefore, a favorable occasion to subscribe. M e 
must double the circulation of the Shekinah to afford u< any fair return 
for the labor and money expended to enrich it® page®. Will our friends, 
everywhere, make an effort to extend its circulation. Tk*m»—91 50 per 
volume; $3 00 per annum ; single copies 25 cents.

Tur. Spirits in Maine —M®. Gilman Clark write# from Foxcroft, 
Me., that spiritual phenomena are attracting much attention in that State, 
and especially in his own village, and in Dover They arc of Mich a na
ture a# to cvTofound akepCfo®, and to add daily to Jhe ranks of believer#; 
and no person has yet been found qualified to refute them on scientific 
principle#. Mr C. state# that ho has been in communication with spirits 
tor the last thirty years, and among the other advantages which he has 
derived from them, has been a superior knowledge of himself and of the 
laws of Nature, and the development of a decree of jwarc of mind, and 
of active good-will toward mankind, which he otherwise could not have 
enjoyed.

An Ecclesiastical Refosm Llaovk has been formed in the English 
Church, to he composed of influential clergymen and laymen, for ihe pur
pose of effecting reform# in the church It is proposed to abolish deans, 
chapters, etc . church rate#, marriage and baptismal foes, Easter offering#, 
sinecure offices, safe of living#, duplicate livings, absenteeism of clergy, 
attendance of bishop# on the House of Lords, etc. It is further proposed 
that (be affairs of the church shall be managed entirely by a board of lay
men, appointed by the government; that the kingdom be divided into one 
hundred diocesaes, each consisting of four districts, presided over by an 
archdeacon a* amistani bishop, to have annual diocesan conventions, as in 
the United Slates, and the salaries of the high prelates to be greatly re
duced.

Tux Means ar Repent inck — The Syracuse Star is said to be re. 
sponsible for the following:

“In the State of Ohio there resided a family, consisting of an old man, 
by- Ihe name of Beaver, and his three sons, alt of whom are hard “pets,” 
w ho had often laughed to scorn the advice and treaties of a pious, though 
very eccentric minister, who resided in the same town. It happened one 
of the boy# w as bitten by a rattlesnake and was expected to die. when the 
minister was sent for in great baste. On his arrival he found the young 
man very penitent, and anxious to be prayed w ith. The minister, calling 
on ihe faintly, kneeled down and prayed in this wive ;

“‘O Lord, we thank thee for rattlesnake#4 we thank thee, because a 
rattlesnake has bit Jim. We pray thee scud a rattlesnake to Life John; 
semi one to bite Bill; send one to bite Sam ; and. O Lord, send the biggest 
kind of a rattlesnake to bite the old man. for nothing but rattlesnake® will 
ever bring the Beaver family to repentance!”’
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SPIRITUALISM AND INSANITY.

Mr S. B Brittan;
M. 27 , 1858.

LETTER FROM A FRIEND-

Moat willingly are my first spare mean*
1 intercourse, aO valuable to me.

once forwarded. With the ill-hire that tilt mur
, In thesi’“ end* of the earth, so-may not only continue, but tncreaW'. in

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL CONGRESS. 
To THE l’AO(iRR.t|VRR or TitK united state#. 

Th,. Eighth Annual Scion nt th,* H«ihma> Intltirfrinl C>W’»“ W'B

os*cmb|e in thi' city of Wilmington, Slav »>

riie subject ot insanity, considered in reference to Spiritual Manifesta
tions, I have not yet neon thoroughly investigated The following idea* 
may do something towanl "putting the saddle on the right horse”-*-re
lieving Spiritualism of the odium td which it has been unneceH#arily sub
jected on thc ground of it* HUppoxed tendencies to mental aberration, anil 
fastening the stigma on it# Opponents. Alleged canes of insanity from 
Spiritual Manifestations may thus he classified.

I Among those in whom insanity had taken place from thin support'd 
cause, there are some who, though they have witnessed these Manifestations, 
have taken no part in them—were not deeply interested in then!'—and per 
haps did not believe in them at all The fact of such persons having 
Witnessed them is eagerly laid hold of by the enemies ol Spiritualism, and 
assigned ss a cause of their malady, without proof Probably in easts ot 
insanity originating in other cause#, patients may have alluded to such 
things in their ravings, in common with other occurrences of peculiar in
terest Probably a majority of cases of insanity alleged to have been 
caused by Spiritual Manifestations, are of this class Such was the case 
in regard to a female who committed suicide by drowning in a well This 
catastrophe, the orthodox press alleged to have originated in Spirit Rap
pings It was proved, however, to have no connection with them—it was 
not even known that she believed in them, but she resided in a community 
where they had taken place, and that was considered sufficient

II. Persons of a very susceptible organization, with large Adhesiveness, 
full to large AinafiYciu as and large Approhotivetiewi, MtneUmes become be- 
lievors. perhaps mediums they may thus lose the respect and affection of 
their dearest friends; they are despised and ridiculed as visionaries, or de
nounced as imposters: friends and relations on whom they may he de
pendant become cold or embittered toward them. Is it surprising, there
fore, that young and delicate females, and even men of unusually nervous 
teinpcramenls and weak physical powers, become, under such circumstances, 
insane 1 To what is this result attributable but to the unreasoning, un
christian, diabolical opposition, shown by professed adherents of the gospel 
of love—by a “Holy Alliance” ot Romanists, orthodox, skeptics, and sen
sualists, banded together to frown down a spirit of investigation which 
would disturb their unhallowed repose ! These cases are not, then, produced 
by Spiritualism, but by “faith without work” and “creeds without charity,” 
constituting the essence of modern orthodoxy. For these results it is not 
Spiritualists that are responsible, but such opponents as are unwilling to 
investigate the subject with that calmness and impartiality which become 
true followers of Christ, who “prove all things, and hold fast that which is

eiittv exist* more under the control of the premmL than region* more 
open to science anti -unligbi. The Omnipotent i*. indeed, here, but more 
in earnest than, it *eem*. under the cognizance of the urbane. ( tinsc- 
qiicntly, much of that curimi* philosophy of men of leisure, concerning 
inacct tribes and other relatively unimportant matters, in which it is «*• 
sUin<‘d that Deity ha* been so deeply engrossed, is comparatively thrown 
away. M e may conceive somewhat of the grandeur of (hat Divine econ
omy which husband* the minutest particle* of his universe, causing not 
only vapors, but even the “ wrath of man, to praise him;” but (hiit micro
scopic research after mere animalcula, while the immortal is forgotten, 
suggests an affinity of minds to moths, quite humiliating.

But the Shekinah, I rejoice to know, is obnoxious to no such sus
picion ; it* ri spirits searcheth the deep things of God ;’’ its traverse is for 
hidden wisdom, to meet life’s great want ; its aim is to instruct mortal* 
so to ask as Jo rceeivi’, so seek as to find, and so knock as to he able 
to pass the portals of these decaying tabernacles, and enter within the 
vail.

The idea iff immortality is no longer stored away as an embalmed 
relic in the archives of popular belief, but a vitality integral with the 
soul’s being. Heaven now work# for the million as well as for the few 
Jehovah's grace is distributed, his will revealed, and his promises vouch
safed under the guarantees of unchanging law. The ” mysteries of god
liness” become a science, and the spiritualized Paul, while exploring thc 

thin! heavens, verifies, by experience, the theory of the resurrection of 
the young I harisco of Gamaliel. He now realizes that be has in heaven 
a “ better and more enduring substance;” he knows Hint he •• ha* a house 
not made with hands, and an “ inheritance incorruptible, undofilcd, and 
that fadeth not away.”

Under the direction and experiments of the Master, thc soul’s relations 
to the invisible had been tested, the “ law of the mind,” that schoolmaster 
lo bring men to God, discovered, and vast multitudes, ‘‘dead in trespasses 
and sins,” were suddenly “ made alive unto God through the Spirit, 
praying, and leaping, and praising God, who had bestowed such wonder
ful gifts upon men ” Under these super-sensual influences these wor
shipers lived and died. Were they insane I Thc pious of all ages 
have professed thc same “ faith of assurance.” Were these, also, the 
subjects of hallucination ! Surely, those soul-thrilling and death-defying

nemlny of Juno, 1863, to continue for seven days, 
the Constitution).

l»r longer (according to

OUR LI ST OF BOOK s
Embrace# nil the principal works devoted to ShEIToaLIBHj whether pub
lished by ours«)ycs or Other*, and will comprehend all work* of value that

influences are most divinely real, and the wretched “ huntbuggery,” 
some prate about, w a// in their eye.

I call upon the gallant defenders of a nominal Spiritualism to 
whether the grace of God that bringeth salvation becomes any the

that

say 
less

“ Its members shall be elected annually <>f »’en or women who iftibfcrihe 
lo these principles . That all men ure created equal . that they are en
dowed with pertain Inalienable Hight#, among which are the Kight ol 
Life mid Liberty ; to the u»0 of such a portion «f the Earth attd the Ele
ments as shall be sufticiettl to provide for their siibstotefii e aifd comfort ; 
ami t<> Educational and Paternal Protection from Society.”

Friends ! let us lake counsel together. The Public Lands miirt bo 
tree. TJie laboring community must he editcated up into the knowledge 
di duly ;>nd thc harmoniut powers of associated action

By ofdor of the National Executive Copjmittee.

may be issuer] hereafter. attention in particularly invited

e w, CAI'IION, 

A. II. DUtHNNE, 

WM. J TOUNO, 

UKO. )l KV.INU, 

G KOl(GE F

ciiarles oowr, 
john MtKtmuN, 
UOAEKT 11 M*D0NALDf 
daNIKl (HILLY.

Gordon, National Secretary.

lo those mimed bcl<»W, nil <tf which may be found at lhc Office of The She- 
uiNtn and Ninitri th TeleguARH. The reader will perceive that tlw 
price of each book in the list, and the amount of postage, if forwarded by 

mail, are annexed- '

The Shckinfth. Vol, I.
Hy 8. ft Brltlirtb Editor, and other Writer*, i* devoted chiefly lo SU fnqflfry into ihe 
ffpirituol Nature nnd Hchitjpn* id M in'. Ii irest* e»pcci#Uy of the Philosophy 
lit Vital, Menial, mol Spiritual Phonoiuena, nfN.l contain* litbTeattng Fm te "nd 
profound Expositions of the Psychical I'oAdltbm* arid Mantfe^tuiions bow aitr*ct- 
ing ollentiou in Europe' ond America. ‘1 hi* volume contator, in part, ihe Editor’* 
Philosophy of the Soil}; the IntereftiiiKVirion* of lion. J. W Edmonds ; Live* 
and Portrrtl* <ff Seer# mid Lmiin nt Spiritual!*!#; Kac timibt til Nyrtfert Wr/t 
tng*, in Foreign mid Dead l.onguSgC*. thrbugh E I’. Fowler, dlr I'ublirtird by 
Partridge and llriifrtU- Bound In niurtirt, price €2 30; elegantly bound in mufpc 
co, li ttered and gilt in n style suitable for a gift book, price 83 6G; pottage 34

Note.-«-M itminglon, where the L'ongres* i# to bp held, is about (wo 
hours' ride by railroad from Philadelphia.

Tint Nt Mui.lt of European sovereigns, including tho Emperor of Brazil, 
who belongs to a European dynasty, and Ihe prince of Monaco, amounts to 
forty-eight, among whom there are five emperors, counting the sultan, 
twelve kings anil three queens, seven grand dukes, nine dukes, nine prin
ces, a pope, an elector, and a landgrave.

cento.
Nature’s Divine Revelations, etc. 

By A. J. Davi*, (bp Club voyntH,
The Great Harmonia, Vol I. 

11|P J*hy>>chin. By A, J. Dsvi*.
The Great Rarntonia, Vol. II,,

Price, t2 00; pMlngo, 43 coutf.

Price, Si 83; pu*tngc, 80 cento.

Tho Teacher. By A, J. Davi*. Price, 81 00; postage, IS cento 
Tho Great Hannonia, Vol. III.,

The Seer. By A. J, Davis, Trice, #1 00 . posts**, IO ccuv* 
The Philosophy of Spiritual intercourse.

By A. J Davi*, rrice, M) cent*: postago, 9 cent*.
The Philosophy of Special Providences.

A Virion. By A. J. Davi*. Price, 15 cottls. postage, 3 cent*.
The Celestial Telegraph.

SMiBUOAX TM18 MAJ'S.
The general character of tin* Paper is already »o well known, a- to pre. 

elude the Iiccensjty for a IcDgtlw dr*cfiptioii , I ten uh -. nothing (Lit we 
could »ay would afford so good an idea of its merit* a* the beautiful initial 
number which is here submitted to the public .Suffice it to sat, in this con
nection, that it w ill continue to foster a spirit of calm inquiry and rational 
investigation, neither prescribing limit* for human thought, nor seeking, in 
a dogmatic spirit, to enforce the |H<ruliar views of it* Proprietor#. While 
it will carefully avoid all acrimonious disputation#, it will tolerate great 
freedom, imposing, a# heretofore, no chock# except when liberty is made 
the occasion of offense'. Desiring that the Divine kingdom of pear, and 
righteousness may cmitc mi earth, and Ims established in the imno«t foirt, 
and exemplified in the practical life of the world, it w ill rndc.aor to pre 
sene the wort aiHiraMc relation# with all men, that il may aid, in some 
humble maimer, to realize the great Divine Order Mid approaching harmv By 
of the' Race.

It is hoped that the character of this Paper wilt be *uch .a* to induce the 
mort Vigorous and successful effort#, on the part of it# friend*, to give it 
a wide circulation To thi# end, the immediate coopt ration of al) Spirits 
ali#ts, ftfjd others who may regard our object* with favor, to respectfully and 
earnestly solicited

The Spiritual TsLsuiai'H will he published wnkly—mzc and My’c 
corresponding to the present issue—at No 300 Broadway, New York, at 
$2 00 per annum, invuriably in advance

Addreas. P**T#rtUE A. Bs/TTAN

THE NEW ERA :
1# published every Wednesday morning in Bouton, in the folio form, and 

is printed on good paper with fair type It will be a vehicle for the tact*, 
philosophy, arid practical suggestions of spirits and human correspondent#, 
and for such editorial .matter as the changing rireum-tancVs of the time* 
and the need* of the public shall seem to demand It shall be a fret paper,Or, secret* ofthc Life to Come, revealed through Msgrtetiiffl; wherein the Exl*t»

cnee, the Form, and the Occupation of too Bool after it* Separation from the Body I in the best sense of Die word free for lhc utterance pf alt worthy and Har
are proved by many year’s Experiment*, bythe mesniot eight ecstatic Somnaittblt- I fu) thought—free tat J,ife,nn& Love,and Wisdom ar? fret.- ft will #pon-

III. Many become partial converts to Spiritualism, fully imbued with the 
common ideas of religionists as to thc Spirit-world—that to hold intercourse 
with it js peculiarly awful and terrible; orthodox people regard spirits not 
as men—of all grades of morality and intelligence—but as either totally 
malignant or supremely beneficent Such persons on becoming mediums 
conceive themselves peculiarly distinguished—inspired in tho highest sense. 
They know of no different kind* or degrees of inspiration—with them in
spiration implies infallibility Hence, on receiving communications not 
decidedly malignant, they attribute them to what they call “ good spirits,” 
who arc probably little or no more developed than themselves, and are 
sometimes deceptive; they give them unhesitating credence, and are conse
quently sometimes led into acts of eccentricity, bordering on insanity. 
They seem to have no conception of spirits not positively malignant, yet 
debased, selfish, and narrow-minded. Such spirits exist in the body, why 
not out of it ’ But for such ideas leading to such results, who is respon
sible 1 Evidently the orthodox teachers of the people, who indoctrinate 
them with ideas as to the Spirit-world, which here show their legitimate 
fruits. “By their fruits ye shall know them.”

These ideas cause intercourse with spirits out of the body, and every 
thing connected with a future state, to be regarded with unreasoning terror, 
which sometimes results in insanity, which is the legitimate result of or
thodox delusions, not of Spiritualist teachings. It is known that two main 
causes of insanity are religious delusions and alcoholic liquors. By divert- 
ing people's attention from real to imaginary evils, orthodoxy in a great 
degree nullifies the efforts of practical reformers to remove causes of insan
ity, and other rohns of social evil, the causes of which are well known to 
all who investigate the subject, and quite easy of removal but for the op
position made by orthodoxy, to some or all useful reforms. Some orthodox 
readers now advocate strongly Temperance Reform , but in its early days 
it was strenuously opposed, and in some places is still opposed, as “ in
fidel,” etc.

IV. How many Spiritualists confined as Lunatics are really so' and 
how many that are so, have been made so by improper treatment ’ A jury 
in Ohio, once declared a man insane, because he believed in Mesmerism 
and Phrenology. In the Ohio State Lunatic Asylum, forty persons arc 
confined whose insanity is said to have originated in Spirit Rappings. 
May there not be some made insane by confinement, in the same manner 
as a French inventor of the steam-engine was 150 years since. Spiritualists 
in the vicinity of this establishment, and others, should see to this, and 
obtain and publish accurate statements respecting each lunatic or alleged 
lunatic, whose real or alleged insanity is said to originate in Spirit Rap
pings, etc.

V. A very small number of cases possibly exist wherein the intense in
terest excited in these Manifestations, may cause insanity, to which the 
persons may have been strongly predisposed. But I doubt the existence 
of such cases, as the influence of Spiritual teachings not only does not tend 
to produce insanity, but lias a positively counteracting tendency.

Admitting the 40 cases in Ohio to be the legitimate results of Spiritual
ism, let us try Methodistic revivals by a similar test, and see which comes 
out second best. In Ohio, 40 in a population of 1,500,000 give 1 in 87, 
500 from three years’ operations In Toronto, C W., Rev Mr C'aughey 
preached about three months: out of a population of80,000, 13 persons 
were afterward in the lunatic asylum from attending his ministrations, 
being 1 in 2.308.

Without making allowance for the shorter time .Mr Caughcy operated 
in, and the fact of his doctrines not being new to most people—Spiritualism 
being in one sense new and startling—il appears that (so called) Revival 
preaching produces 16j times as much insanity as Spiritualism is said to 
do, and that, too, among a less excitable population than the people of 
Ohio

Advice to orthodox paper* in general, and tho Olivr Branch in 
particular:

“ l int pull the beam out of their own eye,” etc. ” People that Jive in 
glass houses shouldn't throw stones.” What is there in Spiritualism to 
cause insanity' Is it the doctrine that our character and position in the 
■Spirit-land arc influenced strongly by all our thoughts and acts in this? 
I# it the belief that there wc shall be in a state of progression from lower 
to higher itovelopmenra, with (<•*• or inrat'-r Tnp'ulitv in proportion to OUT 

use of opportunities here, and that in thc future life many will have oppor
tunities for progress, which they can not have in the body ' Does it pro
duce insanity to know that a future life is no philosophic myth—no sectarian 
dream—but a demonstrated ami ever-present reality! Does it produce in
sanity to know that the highest and holiest aspiration* of our nature, are 
no glorious yet transient hallucinations, but destined to be realized far 
beyond our utmost conception# ' If these ideas produce insanity, it is 
such insanity as I would not barter for worlds. It is such that moves 
poets, prophets, and philanthropists in their glorious missions ■ such a# Paul 
exhibited before 1 Hix when he trembled : such as impelled Isaiah to paint 
bright vision# of a sinless future on earth and such as strengthened thc 
“ Man of many sorrow#,” to reject the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, and to consummate his magnificent mission of ” peace on 
earth and good will toward men.”

valuable by being an object of intelligent search I Is that “ pearl of great 
price” only to be acquired by accident 1 Is mystery preferable to a rule 
of life for thc development of the soul ? It really seems as if certain 
teachers had planned for themselves a very choice monopoly of blessings. 
Most fortunately, having secured their own salvation, they seem indifferent 
to that of others. Fortifying their encampment with the formidable bul
warks of total depravity by nature, and regeneration by accident, they 
seemed impervious to common sense, and probably hoped to secure heaven 
to the elite. But, as God is no respecter of persons, and in every nation 
he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted with Him, 
and as the Spirit and the Bride say Come, and let him that hoareth say 
Come, and let him that is athirst (be he Simon Peter or Simon thc Sorcerer) 
come, and whosoever mill, let him take the water of life freely, the masses 
seem resolved to prosecute their claims, by fasting and prayer, to this rich 
inheritance, although, out of respect for the dead languages, they will, 
doubtless stipulate not to invade their precincts, and be content to occupy 
missionary ground.

Men ridicule Mesmerism and Psychology whose lives furnish evidence 
of its truth, The influence of wealth, party, or creed can be explainer 
on no other hypothesis. If the spirit of the rose may affect me, why 
may not the spirit of my brother, or, more likely, the angels I It is 
nothing strange that thc Infinite should not be restricted to material in
struments in the accomplishment of his will, but it is passing strange 
that Church leaders should so profess and adopt the error of the Ration
alists, at tlie very time those Rationalists, having no one else to do it, had 
whipped themselves and renounced them Some people are sure to ding 
the truth when it becomes demonstrable. It is just their luck always to 
defend the inexplicable ; having natures so corrupt, and the truth being 
so repugnant to the carnal mind, and duty being such an up-hill business 
that they feel bound to stifle all common-sense dictates and blessed in
tuitions as suggestions of the “ old Adam,” until they finally become “ as 
wise as serpents.”

The soul has an immense vibration forward in imagination and back
ward in memory, and who can affirm that its prospections arc a whit less 
real than its retrospections 1 Are its prophecies inferior to its experience I 
Men are charmed with ideal beauty, ravished with ideal melody, and in
vigorated by abstract perceptions; yet the ministry of celestials is scouted, 
and by those even who are moved to tears by the spirit of an onion.

Life is environed by mysteries, which it is the mission of science, 
through all time and eternity, more and more to resolve. Let us live to 
learn and learn to live

THE SHEKINAH-VOLUME II.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY.

This work, edited by S. B Brittan, is the only Magazine in thc United 
States which is devoted to an inquiry into the Laws of the Spiritual Uni
verse. It treats especially of the philosophy of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual 
Phenomena, and presents, as far as possible, a classification of the various 
Psychical Conditions and Manifestations now attracting attention in Eu
rope and America. The following will indicate distinctly the prominent 
features of the work :

1. Lives of the Seers and Reformers.
Each number of Thc Shekinah will contain a biographical sketch of some 

prominent Seer, distinguished Reformer, or eminent Spiritualist. In thc 
selection of subjects for this department wc shall observe no restricted 
limits, nor regard with undue partiality any particular sect, party, or class. 
These biographical sketches will each be accompanied with an elegant 
portrait of the subject, engraved on steel, expressly for The Shekinah

2. Elements of Spiritual Science.
Containing the Editor’s Philosophy of the Soul, its relations, suscepti

bilities, and powers, illustrated by numerous facts and experiments.
3. Classification of Spiritual Phenomena

Embracing concise statements of the more important facts which belong 
to the department of modern mystical science.

4. PsycHometmical Sketches. *
These sketches of Living Characters are given by a Lady while in the 

waking state, who derives her impressions by holding a letter from the un
known person against her forehead.

6. Essays on important questions of Social and Political Economy.
6. Original Poetry and Music.
7, Reviews.—Especially of such works as illustrate the progress of the 

world in natural, political, social, and spiritual Science.
Contributors.—Rev. James Richardson, Jr.; 0. W. Wight; C. D. 

Stuart; Horace Greeley; Hon. J- AV. Edmonds; V. C, Taylor; J. K. 
Ingalls; D. M'Mahon, Jr. ; Win. Williams; Senor Adadus Calpc; W. 
S. Courtney; Frances H. Green; Sarah Helen Whitman; Annette Bish
op; Mrs. Lucy A. Millington; Mrs. S. S. Smith; Henry Clay Preuss, and 
others. - -

The contents of The Shekinah will be wholly origin al, and its mechan
ical and artistic execution will be second to no Magazine in the world. 
Shall it have a patronage worthy of its objects and its character!

TERMS—The Shekinah will hereafter be issued Monthly, at $3 00 per 
annum, or §1 50 for one complete Y'olume, to be finished in six months. 
The year's subscription will thus form two Volumes, containing some six 
hundred pages of fine letter-press, and twelve Portraits. Hereafter the 
work will be forwarded to no one until the subscription is paid. A dis
count of 25 percent, will be made to Booksellers and Periodical Agents, 
but the cash must accompany the order.

Address, Partridge & Brittan, 
No. 300 Broadway, New York

AL VS ED I KI POE

lmiE#T]M0 Fact# —Man ha# the power of imitating almost every mos 
' ion but that of flight To effect these hr ha#, in hi# maturity and health, 
GO bone# in hi# head, GO in hi# thigh# and legs, 62 in hi# arm# and hands, 
and G7 in hi# trunk He ha* also 484 muscle# Hi# heart make* 64 pul-
cations in a minute, and therefore 3,840 in an hour, 92,160 in a day There

Youth, truly,
CYRUS THOMPSON.

Restitution of Money Obtained by Forgery.—A cashier of a bank 
in Lexington, Ky., writes to The Cincinnati Commercial that a few 
months since a teller in that bank paid a forged check for the amount of 
$633, and that on thc 24th ult he received a letter from Archbishop Hughes, 
of New York, containing a check for the above amount, stating that thc 
money was received from Belfast, Ireland, by the last steamer, from an in
dividual, with a request that it be forwarded to the above bank. Conscience 
was at work, with its mysterious influence, and thc ritual of the confes
sional. no doubt, caused thc money to be restored.

Dr Fowlkes’ Express has the following sensible remarks in relation 
to tho “ Spiritual Rapping# :”

Some of our cotemporaries are in agonies about the spread of the Spir
itual Rapping delusion Their fears are silly—if the rappings are hum
bug, investigation will prove them so If genuine, our duty as Christians 
anil rational creatures is to recognize their truth

We are among those who have no dread of what is true; and to ascer
tain that, let the mind have full play in the examination of all those pre
tensions to .Spiritual power II they are false, they will fall all the sooner 
from a candid and honest research.

AT PRIVATE SALE,
A valuable property, consisting of a good house and about half an acre 

of ground, situated in the beautiful city of Bridgeport, Conn., and within 
five minutes' walk of the New York and New Haven, the Naugatuck and 
Housatonic Railroad Depots. Thc grounds are ornamented with large 
elms, and there are, also, on the premises a number of fruit trees— 
Apples, Pears, Quinces, Peaches, Cherries, etc , with a variety of plants 
and shrubbery.

The house was erected but a few years since : it contains ten rooms, 
and is now in complete repair. Under a large elm by thc door is a never- 
failing spring, from which thc house is supplied with excellent water. 
The terms of commutation between this city and Bridgeport arc now but 
$70 per annum, and any gentleman who has business in New York that 
neither requires his personal attention before nine or ten o'clock in the 
morning nor after four or five in the afternoon, will find this a most 
desirable residence. The interest of thc required investment, together 
with the annual commutation, will be found to be several hundred dollars 
less than a New York City rent.

Apply to S. B. Brittan, No. 300 Broadway.

11 C. GORDON, Psyoho-Maonetic Physician, has removed from 
Springfield, Mass., to No. 103 North-fifth street, Philadelphia, where he 
continues to make Clairvoyant examinations, with thc diagnosis and 
therapeutical suggestions applicable to each case.

When conditions render it impossible for Ihe patient to be present, the 
examination may be made through such agency as will bring the Clairvoy
ant in contact with the sphere of the patient, as a lock of hair, etc.

Unfa, who find Eighty perception* of Thirty-six ttecenaetl Person# of veriou# Con- f fa;)eou«ly avoid all gectarianum (except to give it critictam), atwi will be 
dltions ; a Description of them, their Conversation, etc., with proof* of their Ex-
(stance in the Spiritual World. By L. A- Cahanct. published by Partridge A j 
Brittan.- Price, $ I 00; postage, 19 cent*.

Familiar Spirits.
And Spiritual Manifestnlions ; being a Scries of Article*by Dr. Enoch Pond, Pro I 
feasor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. With a Reply, by A Bingham, Esq., I 
of Boston, Price 25 cents ; postage 3 cento.

Night Side Of Nature.
Ghosts imd Ghost Seers. By Catharine Crowe. Price, Si 00; postage 20 cent*, j 

Gregory's Lectures on Animal Magnetism.
Price, Si 00; postage, 17 cent*.

The Macrocosm and Microcosm;
Or, the Universe Without and the Universe Within. By William Flsbbotigh. Thi* ' 
volume comprehends only the first part, or the Universe Without, Paper, bound, 
price, 50 cents ; muslin, 75 cents ; postage, 12 cent*.

Arrest, Trial, and Acquittal of Abby Warner,
For Spirit-Happing. By Dr, A. Underhill. Price, 12cent* ; postage, 2 cerite.

Physico Physiological Researches
in the Dynamics of Magnetism, Electricity, Heat, Light, Crystallization, and 
Chefnlsm, in their relations to Vital Force. By Baron Charles Von Reichenbach. 
Complete from the German second edition ; with the addition of a Preface end 
Critical Notes, by John Ashburner, M.D.; third American Edition. Published 
by Partridge A Brittan nt thc reduced price of #1 00 ; postage, 20 cents.

Spirituni Experience of Mrs. Lorin L. Platt, 
Medium. Price, 20 cent* ; postage, 3 cents.

the unswerving advocate of Universal Truth.
This paper will be published one year without fail, aa lhc fund# have 

already been provided by the extra subscription# of some noble friend* of 
this movement. Subscribers, therefore, may be sure of getting all thc num
bers they subscribe for It is hoped that the friend# pf our cause will do 
as much in the way of extending our circulation, a# other# have done by 
their money. J therefore invite the immediate and hearty effort al all the 
friends in behalf of thin enterprise and of this new truth.

TERMS—#1 50, in advance.
I Address S. Crosby Hewitt, No, 25 Cornhill, Boston, Maa#.

Don't be the Slave of Circumstances—It is a painful fact, but there 
is no denying, that the mass arc thc tools of circumstances, thistle-down on 
the breeze, straw on thc river; their course is shaped forthem by thc cur
rents and eddies of thc stream of life ; but only in proportion as they arc 
things, not men and women Man was not meant to be the slave, but the 
master, of circumstance#; and in proportion as he recovers hi# humanity, 
in every sense of tho word, in proportion as he gets back the spirit of man- 
linpHH, which is self-sacrifice, affection, loyalty to an idea beyond himself,

Terms.—Examination and prescription, 
By agency, ... 
Each additional prescription,

#5
10
8

00
00
00

Im

a God above himself, so far will he rise above circumstances, and wield
them at his will

Bigotry—Phillip*, the Irish orator, in one of his speeches, gives a most 
vivid personification of bigotry. It is a# follow* :

“ Bigotry hfl# no head, and can not think ; she has no heart, und can not 
eel when she moves, it is in wrath ; when she pauses, it is amid ruin ;fc
icr prayers arc curat'#; her communication is death ; her vengeance in 
eternity ; her decalogue i* written in the blood of her victim , if ahe stops 
for a moment from her infernal flight, it i# upon tome kindred rock to whet 
her fang for keener rapine, knd replume her wings for a more sanguinary 
drape ration.”

WATER-CURE AND FEMALE SCHOOL al Forest City, Tompkins 
Co , N \ ., near Ithica. This Institution has every facility for thc pleasant 
safe, and effectual treatment of the sick. The rooms are pleasant, ventilated, 
and well furnished Gymnasium and bowling saloon are completed. The 
female department is under the management of Mrs. Stephens—an edu
cated Hydropathic Physician. .

1 he Young Ladies’ Institute commence# the first Monday in May, and 
continues 12 weeks, with one month’s vacation. In this school health is 
made the basis of all progress. Pupils receive such treatment a# their 
health and future happiness demand. The usual studies are taught For 
board, tuition, etc., $50 per term, in advance.

DrAY M. Stevens, A.M., teacher of Mathematics, History, Languages, etc. 
Mrs. J. P. Stevens, teacher of Anatomy, Physiology, Calisthenics, etc.
Miss C E. ) oungs, teacher of Botany, Drawing, Geography, etc. 

Forest City, Tompkins Co., N Y. Gm

are also three complete circulation# of hi. blood in the #hort space of an 
hour In respect to the comparative speed of animated brings and of im
pelled bodies, it may be remarked that size and construction Hccm to have 
little influence, nor has comparative strength, though one body giving any 
quantity of motion to another is said to lose so much of it. own The 
sloth i# by no means a small animal, and yet it can travel only 00 pores in 
a dav . a worm crawl, only five inch?, in 00 second.; but a lady-bird can 
fly 20,000.000 time. it. own length in les# than an hour An elk can mu 
a mile and a half in seven minute.; an anlelope a mile in a minute . thc 
wild mule of Tartary ha# a spwd even greater than that Ari eagle can 
fly ten leagues in an hour, and a Canary falcon can even reach 250 leagues 
in the short space of 10 hour- A violent wind travel. 60 mile, m an hour ; 

sound, 1142 English feet in a .ecund.

Remarkable Cube—A remarkable cure of a tumor, thought by the 
surgeon* to be dangerous and probably incurable, was lately effected by 
Spiritual agency, through the mediumship of John M Spear The Spirits 
only gave it one examination and operation, when the patient returned 
home, and, without applying any other remedies, was entirely rid of the 
difficulty within the apace of a few hours So say# The New Era.

I'eepktual Motion.—A Puri# letter of the 20th January mention#, that 
the iieceNMary paper# for Inking out a paU-nt for an invention >aiil to realize 

perpetual motion, wm to oome by the u#lt aleamer to Washington A 
locomotive, one-fifth the #Ue of raBrund engine#, ha#. Maya the inventor, 
been working continually since June Cyril. W Murray, of Page County. 
Vu , it fa also auid, ha# diwovered what will produce perpetual motion, a 
model of which Ite inland, to exhibit al the New York World'. Fair

LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT-W
The increasing deHiro of the friend# of Progrc«#Wi. throughout the 

Union, tor light and knowledge in regard to ihe phenomena of Spiritual 
Manife.tatton#, now exciting #o much inlcre.t, hit# induced thc friend# of 
those wonderful phenomena to ctabltHh • Weekly Newspaper in the city 
of St. Louis, with thc above title.

This paper will be published in two volume# per annum, and will be de
voted to the dissemination and elucidation of thc fact, as they transpire in 
Circle# of Spiritual Investigation, so far a# authentic information ot them 
may be obtained

TERMS—£1 25 per volume, invariably in advanet.
OF* A II communications should bs adilrcsod to W. W. Mamts, corner 

of Pino and Second streets, St. Louis* Mo.

Spirit-Manifestations:
Being an Exposition of Facts, Principles, etc, By Rev. Adin Ballou. Price, 75 
cento; postage, 11 cents,

Spiritual Instructor;
Containing Facts and the Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, price, 38 cent*;
postage, 6 cents. •

The Spiritual Teacher.
By Spirits of the Sixth Circle. R P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 50 cent*; postage, 
7 cents.

Light From The Spirit World.
Being written by the control of Spirits. Rev. Charles Hamtnond, Medium. Price, 
75 cents ; postage, 10 cent*.

The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine.
Written by the Spirit of Thomas Paine, through C. Hammond, Medium. Pub
lished by Partridge attd Brittan. Paper, price, 50 cent* ; muslin, 75 cents ; post
age, 12 cent*.

Elements of Spiritual Philosophy.
R. P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 25 cent* ; postage, 4 cents.

Stilling’s Pneumatology,
Being ii Heply to Ute Question, What Ought and Ought Not lobe Believed or Dis
believed concerning Presentiments, Visions, and Apparitions according to Nature, 
Reason, and Scripture. Translated from the German; edited by Prof. George 
Bush. Published by Partridge &■ Brittan. Price, 75 cento ; postage, 16 cents. 

Voices from the Spirit-World.
Isaac Poet, Medium. Price, 50 cent*; postage, 10 cents. 

Dr. Esdaile’s Natural and Mesmeric Clairvoyance.
With the Practical Application of Mesmerism tn Surgery and Medicine. (English 
edition.) Price, #1 25; postage, 10 cent*.

Also, Mesmerism in India.
By (be same Author. Price, 75 cents; postage, 13 cents.

Fascination:
Or, the Philosophy of Channing. By John B. Newman, MD. Price 40 cento; 
postage, 10 cents.

Shadow-Land;
Or, the fleer. By Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. Price, 25 cents; postage 5 cents. 

Supernal Theology.
Alleged Spiritual Manifestations. Price, 25 cents; postages cents.

Messages from the Superior State,
Communicated by John Murray, through J. M. Spear. Price, 50 cents ; postage, 
8 cento-

Love and Wisdom from the Spirit-World.
By Jncob Harshman, writing Medium. Price, CO cents ; postage, 11 cents.

Seeress of Prevent.
A Book of Facte and Revelalioos concerning the Inner Life of Man attd a World 
of Spirits. By Jostinu* Kerner. New Edition ; published by partridge A Brit
tan. Price, 38 cents; postage, 6 cents.

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents. ।
Human and Mundane; or, The Dynamic Laws and Relations of Man. By E. C.
Hoyer*. Bound; price, 41 CO; portage, 2-1 rente.

The Science of the Soul.
By Haddock. Price, 25 cent# ; postage, 5 cents.

Sorcery and Magic.
By Wright Price, St 00; postage, 19 cento.

Tho Clairvoyant Family Physician.
By Mr*. Tattle. Paper, price "ft»Arr^s ; muslin, 41 00; postage, 10 cent*.

Answer# to Seventeen Objections
Against Spiritual Intercourse. By John S Adam#. Published by Partridge & 
Brittan. Paper, price 25 cent* ; murtin, 38 cent#; postage, 7 cento.

The Approaching Crisis;
Being a Review ot Dr. Bushnell'* recent Lecture# on Supernrtur#Ii»m. By A. J.
Davis. Published by Partridge & Brittan. Price, 50 cento; portage, 13 cento- 

Practical Instruction in Animal Magnetism.
Hy J. P. F. Deieuae. price, #1 00; postage, 16 cent*.

Spirt t-Minstrol. *
A collection of Ninety familiar Tunes and Hymn*, appropriate to Meeting* for
Spiritual Intercourse. Paper, 25 cents ; niuriin, 38 cents; pottage, 6 cents. 

Spirit-Voices.
Dictated by Spirits, for the use of Circle#. By E. C Hmck, Medium. Price, 
paper, 38 cent* ; muslin, 50 cents . postage, 6 cents.

Buchanan's Journal of Man.
A Monthly Magazine, devoted to Anthropological Science, by which the Constitu
tion of Man i* determined through Phrenologies! and Psychological Develop
ment*. Price, per annum, $J 00; single copie*, 25 cent* ; postage, 3 cents.

Philosophy of thc Spirit-World.'
Kev. Charlo# Haniiumid, Medium. Published by Partridge & Briltan. Price, 
63 cent*; pottage 12 cento.

Boocher'# Report on the Spiritual Manifestation#
To the Congregational Atsociation of New York and Brooklyn. Price, paper, 25 
cento ; muslin, 38 cent*; pottage, 3 and fl cents.

I'lKTKIDf.L A BRITTAN, PuMtaten,
No* SOO Broadway* New York.

OUR GENERAL AGENTS.
The following are general Agonta for Tine ShkkinaH and Spiritual 

TklborapH, and will supply all the hooka in our list at publisher#’ price# :
Bkla Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill. Horton, Masa.
D. M. Dkwky, Rochester, N Y'.
S. F. Hoyt, No. 3 Fimt-#t., Troy, N Y.
Benjamin P. XVhxklrr, Utica, N. Y

F. Bly, Cincinnati, Ohio
Benjamin Percival, No 89 South Sixth-st , a few doors north of Spruco- 

st , where all Books, Periodicals, and Papnnr on Spiritualism may be obtained.
Dh A. Underhill, No. 4 Ontario-st, Cleveland, Ohio.
Rubxkl A Brother, No. 15 Fitlh-lt., near Market, Pittsburg. Pa.
/tfr-Other Agent# and book dealers will be supplied promptly. 'Die 

cash should accompany the order.

( LA1KYOYAM hAepi.iun rp thk Discovery and Cure or Di#rahk, 
and lo thc analysis and delineation of human character. The subject 
may be either present or absent Address, by letter, post paid. Dr. P 
B Randolph, No. 4 Rebecca-st , Utica, New York. 8m.

AN ACT FURTHER TO AMEND THE CHARTER GF THE CITY OF NEW 
YG1JK — Paused April i2f ISM.

The people of toe State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do coaet 
a* follow#:

Section 1- The Lefcffilalive powers of toe Corporation rtf the City cd first York, 
shall be vested .in a Huard of Aldermen sod a fp^ard of Counedmen, (rbo. totfclber, 
shall form the Common Council rd the City.

The Board of Aldenocn -hati constat'd one Aiderman from each Ward, who shall 
be elected by (he People of ihe respective B ards. for two yean. The Board of Coen- 
cllmeji shall eonstal of sixty member*, lobe elected from a- many districts, who abali he 
sworn into office on the first Monday in January next rttccreding their ejection. Mid 
shall hold their offices for one year, and shall receive toe same cuiupcnsaitoD a* the 
Atdermeii.

Sec. 2, The memfa-r* of the Board of Aidermen first elected tinder (hta act shall be 
classified as follow#; On or before the firrt Tuesday in December Micra-eding Ute nett 
general election, Ihe Clerk of Ihe City and Grunty <tf New York shall, in ihe presence 
of the Mayor, Recorder, and Controller, or a majority thereof, draw from a I*.*, to be 

1 provided for the purpose, in which two ballot* rhiil bare been deixeited, having there
on respectively, either the word • odd’ or thc word 'even,’ one ballot; if toe ballot so 
drawn ehaft have thereon toe word ‘odd.’ then toe term of office ot the Aidermen 
chosen from IVards haring an odd numerical destination,- shall expire on Uic flr« 
Monday of January, one thousand eight homlred and fifty-five, ami in caw ihe baltot 
having therein the word ‘wen'shall'far drawn, then Ihe term of office of the Aider- 
men having an e* en numerical designation, shall expire on Ihe first Honda? of January, 
one thousand fight hundred and flfty-MX. At aft subsequent etacti<ma, Alderniea *hati 
be ejected for the full term <>f Two Year*.

^ec. 8. For the election of Counci/men, the said city shall l>e divided into sixty Dis
tricts of contiguous territory, and as near** may be of equal population, each rd which 
shall choose one Councilman. The Common Council staff go divide tie ity into ruch 
District# on or before the first Monday in September next, and thereafter within one 
year after the State and National CenM* shaft have been completed, th Common 
Council shall in like manner re-distriel said city.

Sec. 4. Every act, resolution, or ordinutrcc appropriating money <-r involving the ex
penditure of money not rendered imperative under firm winos of any State law, shall 
originate in the Board rd Couueihncn. but the Board of Aldermen may propose or con
cur with amendments as in other ease*.

Sec. 5. A vote td two-third* of all the memtsers elected to each Board shaft fa nero*- 
sary io pam any act. ordinance, or resolution, of the Common Oxrnril. which shaft have 
been returned by the Mayor, with ms ot^-civm*.

Sec. 6. No Alderman staff hereafter sit or act ns Judge in the Court of Oy er and 
Terminer, or in thc Courts of General or Special Sessions, in the City and County rd
New York ; but Ibis section shall not prevent his exereWng the pSWcr <4 a mag.-azate 
ou the urre«t, commitment., or lulling of offen-lers, except that he can n 4 set the bail or 
discharge a person arrested or committed by another toagisirsle.

Ser. i. All ferries, dock*, ptez#, and slip-, shall be lea*, .f, >u<l al) lea-.- and •«)••*'■( 
public property and franchises (tober than grant* of tend under water, in which ite 
owner of Ute upland shall have a pre-emption right), shall be made by public auction, 

Bi give adequate security (no le*»e hereafter given.
owner of toe upl
and to the highest bidder who w
except as the same may be required by covenants of the Oorporaltoft .already exi-bog. 
shall lie for a longer period than ten years, nod uh fi rry l<-n».-- shall I* revocable by the 
Common Council tor mhmaaagentent or ocglect lo provide adequate accommodation.) 
All persons requiring any ferry lease or franchise under the provisions of this act, shall 
be required to purchase, al a lair appraised valuation, the lx>at^ building-, and other 
property of the former lessees actually nerewary for the purposes of xu- h ferry. Pre
vious notice of all sales referred to In this section shall be given under the direction of
the Controller for thirty days, in the .newtpapen employed by the Cxporatfaa.

Sec. S. No bids shall be accepted frotu, or contract awarded to au> ja rwin, who i* In 
arrears lo Ihe Corporation upon debt or coatrack, or who is a defaulter, as security or 
Otherwise, upon any obligation io lhc Corporation.

tixo. 9. No money shaft fa- expended by the Corporation for any celebration, preccs- 
*rou. or cDtertafument of any kind, or on any oecarioti, except for the cetebratiou of the 
Anniversary of the National Independence, the 25th of November (Evacuation Day), 
and ihe Anniversary of the Birthday of Washington, unless by the vote of three-fourths 
Of all the members elected tn each B -ard of the Common Council.

Sec. 10. No additional allowance, beyond the legal claim, under any contract with 
the Corporation,or for any service on its' account or io its employment.shall be allowc-t.

Sec. 11. Tile officers of the police, and poilcetDen, shall hereafter be appointed by * 
Board of Commissioners, constating of Uie Mayor. Recorder' and City Judjfe.

8r.c. 12, All work to be done, and all supplies to be furnished tee the Corporation, in
volving an expenditure of >250, shall be by cottlnct, founded on rested bid*, or on pro- 
po#alt made in compliance with the public notice far the full period of un day*: and aft 
such conlracl*, when given, shall be given to the lowest bidder, with adequate -esurey. 
All such bids or proposals shall be opened hy ihe hea ls of deparuw til* advertising for 
them, in the presence of the C’ontroUer, and such of the parties making them as may

to-

desire Co be present.
SBC. 18. There shall be a bureau in the Department of Finance, to be caftan tho 

*• Auditing Bureau," and the chief officer thereof jhall hr " Auditor Of Account*.” It 
shall revise, audit, and settle all account# In which the City » concerned, m debtor or 
creditor; it staff keep an account of each claim far** again*! the Corporation, and <>f 
thc Mints allowed upon each, and certify the Muna, with reasons therefor, to the Con
troller. The OontftiUcr shall report to Ihe Common Council once m mn<n data tho 
name ami decision of the Auditor upon the same, together with the final neifoo of tho 
Controller thereon. All moneys drawn from Ute City Treasury shall be upon Touchis* 
far (be expenditure thereto; examined and allowed by the Auditor, and approved by the
OoDtrnifer. . _Sec. 14. Evcrv person who shall promise, offer, or five, ar eansrt or aid, « ates in 
causing lo be promised, offered or given, or tarnish, or agree to famish, to whole or iff 
part. Ui be promised, offered nr given to any meioU r of the Common Owned, or tn any 
officer of the Corporation after bis election ns such member, or before or after he shall 
have qualified amt token hl* scat, any money, goods, right <>r action, or other property 
or any thing ot value or any pecuniary advantage, present or prospective, woh intent to 
influence hb vote, opinion. Judgment or action, on any question, matter, cause or pro 
ceeding. which may te then pending, or may try law be brought fa-fare him in bi* 
official rapacliy. shall, upon conviction, be Imprisoned in> Slate Prison, fair a u rm not 
exceeding ten year*, <>r shall be fined n<4 exceeding five thousand dollar*, or faith, al 
tba discretion <rf ihe Court. Every officer in this section enumerated who shall aec-epi 
any such gift, or any promise, or undertaking, lo make the aarne under any agreement 
or undertaking, that lit* vote, opinion, judgment or action shaft be influenced thereby, 
or shad be given in any particular manner upon any particular side of any queslion, 
matter, came or proceeding then pending, or which may by law be brought before 
him in bis official capacity. ahalL upon conviction, be disqualified from holding any 
public office, trust or appointment, under thc Charter of (te VUy ••( New York, and 
shall forfeit ids office, and shaft be punched by imprisonment in a State 1'ri-on not tX-

thereby,

(Mtedlng ten year*, of by # fine not exOMrtllig five thousand doUara, or Doth, in the 
dtoerewm ofthe Court. Every person offending agnln*i cither <>f Hie i>rvrt»io<ic Of Oita 
motion (ball be a competent * Unem against any other perron offending in the same 
transaction, and mar be cwnpelfad to appear anil give evidence before any Grand Jury 
or tn any Court io the same manner a# other persona, but toe testimony >• given shaft 
not be tired itt any proreeutinn or proceeding, ri' il or criminal, against the perron so 
troll tying.

Sec. la No contract by the Supervisors shall he valid, onlras expressly authorized by 
statute, and such us are authorized must be made in the manner provided to the twain 
•cotton ol this act

Bro. 16. All ordinary appropriations made for thc support and government of ihe 
Alins House Department shall, before lhc same are finally paid, be BufaniUcd to the 
Governor* o( too Alnis House, to a Board of ConrmisatocMTs, consisting of lire Mayor, 
Recorder, Controller, the t’reaideni of toe Board of AtdernMo. and the Pre«Aleni of the 
Board of Couneitinen.

—If the said Commissioner* approve of the appropriations, they shall report Ihe 
same to thc Board of Buperviaol*; if they shaft disapprove of the same, the) shall re
turn them with their objeciiotu to the Governor* of ihe Atm.* House for reconsideration; 
and in rare the said Governor* shall, upon a re natideration, adhere by a vote of rao- 
Uurd* of all Hie Governor* then in office t>> tho original appropriation*, they shaft return 
them to the Ootnnilsrtimumps, whose duty it shall be to u pm< to the Board of Str;* n i»i r».

Beg. 17. Tire Board ol Education shaft also eubmit in like manner all appropriation* 
require! bv them to the Commliaionera named in the last ncecvcHng Mellon; and said 
appropriation* shall be subject to all the provision* of aaid section, co tar a# toe Mime 
may be applicable.

She. IS. All inch parte of the Charter of Ihe city of New York, and lhc anwral act* 
of the Legisfaiure amending the same, ar in any manner affiseting the tame, as ana in
consistent with this act, are hereby repeated; but ro much and such part* thereof a* are 
not Inodnateleoi with ihe provision# of this law shall not be considered a* repealed, 
altered, or modified in any form affected thereby, but shall continue and remain in full 
feme amt effect

8*0. Hi. 'Uto power* now verted In the Major, Aldermen, and Assistant Aldermen, 
In granting and revoking tavern licenses, together with all other power* and Excise 
Commissioners, shall be henceforth verted In the Major, with the Aldcnnen and (faun- 
cllmett representing the district in which tho premise* of thc party Uccnard or to be 
licensed mar be located.

Sao. 2(1 This act shall be submitted to thc appro ml of the elector* of thc City and County 
of New York, al an election to be held in the said Olv on the Tnceday next succeeding 
too first Monday in June, one thousand night hundred and 0fiy-thre\ Th* tickets 
which shall be polled al such election shall contain either the words * In favor of amend
ment* to Charter," or * Against amend nicuta to Cftaner;” and if a inq/ortiy of all the 
Eerron* voting (hereon at such election strati vote tho ticket ~ In favor of amendment* 

» Charter,’* tills net shaft become • tew ; If a majority of such ctecton shall vole th* 
ticket “ Against the amendment* to Charter,” this act shaft be void.

Sac. 21. The Common CbuncU am hereby authorized and directed to make all neces
sary arningcinciita, by ordinance or otherwise, (>r toe condatfi and n-gulatnsn of #U 
election# authorized under the provision# of this act, ami in wnforntiiy, »s far a* may 
be, to too general otaclluu law*.

State or New York, Secretary^ office.
1 have compared ihe preceding with lhc original taw on Ute in tote office, at rd do 

hereby certi/y to# same to be a correct transcript liNiretrota, and of the whole of raid 
original law.

Given under my band and real of odtaa, at the City of Mb*nv, tbte sixteenth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and fiftyQhnct

ARCH’D CAMPBELL, Dep. Secretary of State.
Tho fon>gi>ing Art wa* directed to be published, once ■ *eck, in alt toe Daily and 

Wri-kly Newspaper# at the city, until the 7to day of .lime. By order ol the Comrwo 
Council. D. T. VALENTINE. Clerk G C.

New York, April 28, 1850, * J

NEW YORK STEREOTYPE A SSOCIATION PRINT.
201 WILLIAM STBMET.


